
RGS-IBG ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2015 

University of Exeter 

2 – 4 September 2015 

Call for papers 

Challenges of Cultural Distance and Second Language Acquisition for International 

Students in Higher Education 

Higher Education Research Group of the RGS-IBG  

Session convenor: Sahab Deen (Jawaharlal Nehru University)  

 

Session Abstract 

Aspects such as cultural distance, knowledge of the host culture and language or communication 

challenges create hurdles for international students to access higher education. Intercultural 

adjustment and proficiency of second language are considered as key challenges for international 

students (Schartner, 2014). Cultural issues refer to the conflicts, misinterpretations and 

miscommunications that take place on international campuses. Analysis of the cultural issues 

highlight some of the unconscious processes that shape individuals’ perceptions of reality as well 

as patterns of interaction, including language use and communication (Scollon & Scollon, 2001). 

Furthermore, intercultural conflicts are happening all around the world, as they always have, and 

at many different levels, including on international campuses of higher education (Martin & 

Nakayama, 2010; AIC Report, 2011). Intercultural cooperation and adaptation among 

international and domestic students are becoming more important in order to internationalise 

higher education. Thus, Geography as a global discipline should be well placed to address the 

needs for shaping integration of international students. In this context, the session is intended to 

invite research papers that engage with the following issues:  

 Cross-cultural adjustment difficulties, adaptation of second language of learning and 

communicative interaction in the environment of the international campus;     

 International students’ academic, psychological and socio-cultural adjustment and 

adaptation; 

 Conflict between foreign and domestic students.  

Moreover, the session as a whole aims to compare these issues across the geographical space of 

the world. Thus, the session may explore: 

 How to improve relationships between domestic and international students; 

 How to provide new directions for promoting cultural understanding, fostering tolerance 

of diversity, discovering alternative ways of thinking, and developing inter-cultural skills 

on international campuses of higher education; 

 How to create an ideal social forum for fostering the development of cross-cultural 

awareness and communication skills as well as social cohesion; 

http://www.studentpulse.com/keyword/language


 The challenges that exist for universities in order to internationalize higher education and 

research. 

These experiences might be examined thorugh empirical research, case studies and the student 

voice. Please email proposals (title and a 200-250 word abstract) or queries to Sahab Deen by 

email (sahabjnu@gmail.com).  The deadline for abstract submission is: Monday 9
th

 February 

2015.   
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