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Message from the Chair

Dear Colleagues,
Welcome to this most recent newsletter of the Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity. The focus of this edition is on recent activities of the Commission as well as on
the major upcoming event for the global community of geographers in 2015: the IGU
Regional Conference in Moscow, Russia, 17-21 August 2015. The Commission intends to
have another conference in India in May 2015, we are currently prearranging venue and
date. Respective information will be circulated within a short time. This newsletter will also
provide detailed information on upcoming meetings related to biogeography and biodiversity.

Recent activities of the Commission included the organization of technical sessions and a
business meeting at the IGU Regional Conference in Krakow, Poland, 18-22 August 2015,
where the Commission held its annual meeting. Sincere thanks are given to all presenters for
their valuable contributions spanning a wide variety of hot topics in biogeography (see details
below). The Commission accepted with thanks the supply of these time slots for conducting
technical sessions, and expresses deep appreciation to the Chairs of the Organizing
Committee for this stimulating and rewarding conference. Another important event in 2014
was the IGU Conference on Geohazards, Resource Sustainability and Mountain Response
to Global Change, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, India, June 4-5, which was jointly organized
by the Department of Geography and Regional Development, University of Kashmir, the IGU
Commission on Mountain Response to Global Change, and the IGU Biogeography and
Biodiversity Commission. Details are given below.
We will continue to hold joint meetings with biogeography groups in different countries in
order to promote biogeography as an important discipline. We especially support academic
initiatives to mobilize biogeographers in developing countries, and I am grateful for offers and
initiatives regarding upcoming meetings and events.
If you are not yet member of our Commission, please contact me by sending an e-mail so
that I can include you into the list of members. Everyone is cordially invited to participate in
the activities and meetings of the Commission!
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Recent Activities of the Commission

2.1 IGU Conference on Geohazards, Resource Sustainability and Mountain Response
to Global Change, Srinagar (Jammu and Kashmir), India, 4th-5th June, 2014
The IGU Conference on Geohazards, Resource Sustainability and Mountain Response to
Global Change in Srinagar, jointly organized by the Department of Geography and Regional
Development, University of Kashmir, the IGU Commission on Mountain Response to Global
Change, and the IGU Biogeography and Biodiversity Commission, highlighted various issues
and problems associated with over-exploitation of natural resources and climate change in
mountain environments. The Commission is very grateful to Dr. R.B. Singh, Secretary
General of the National Association of Geographers, India, and Vice-President of the IGU for
the tasks he undertook co-organizing and advising this conference. The Commission also
expresses sincere thanks to the local organizing committee including the Patron Prof. Talat
Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor, University of Kashmir, the Convener Prof. Tasawoor A. Kanth,
UGC-SAP Coordinator, Department of Geography and Regional Development University of
Kashmir, and the Organizing Secretary Prof. M. Sultan Bhat, Head of the Department of
Geography and Regional Development, University of Kashmir.
Thrust Areas of the Conference
The over-exploitation of some of the important earth resources like land and water has led to
a number of environment related problems world over. At the same time, the natural and
anthropogenic activities have led to increase of geohazards around the globe, with the result
that the sustainability of different earth resources is threatened. In this context, the relevance
of geohazards and sustainability of earth resources for human survival has become a major
international issue as scientific evidence builds on the global health implications of resource
loss. This issue is closely linked with the issue of climate change and risks due to climate
change are associated with fast degradation of mountain environment which are the main
source of different resources like glaciers, water, forests, soil, medicinal plants, etc. Holistic
natural resource based spatio-temporal planning, development and management is essential

to save the degraded ecosystem for sustainable resource management. The conference
aimed to highlight the various environmental problems associated with development and
changing climatic scenarios. The problem of climate change and ensuing transformations
that are to manifest in various sectors of human life on the earth is an important area where
the geo-spatial tools can play a vital role. Environmental perspectives and the scientific
approaches including modern technologies are bringing spatial solutions to environmental
and societal problems. Different geo-spatial tools like Remote Sensing, GIS and GPS help in
assessing the results of various environmental problems both physical and social. This
conference welcomed all geographers, scientists, hydrologists, academicians, researchers,
technologists, environmentalists, engineers, planners, policy makers, social workers,
research students and other interested professionals from geography and its allied fields to
share their research experiences.
Focal Theme
Geohazards, Resource Sustainability and Mountain Response to Global Change
Special Session on
Geohazards & Disaster Risk Reduction
Sub Themes
 Sustainable Natural Resource Management
 Biogeography and Land Information System
 Land Use and Land Cover Change
 Global Climate Change and Extremes
 Disaster Management and Planning
 Environment and Health
 Sustainable Tourism Development
 ‘Population-Development-Environment’ Interface
 Integration of Remote Sensing, GIS and GPS for Geospatial Applications

Fig. 1: Paper session at the IGU Conference on Geohazards, Resource Sustainability and
Mountain Response to Global Change, Srinagar 2014 (Photo: U. Schickhoff)

The academic sessions consisted of invited/plenary talks and contributed paper
presentations. The above paper sessions attracted much interest among the attendees of the
Srinagar Conference and yielded productive discussions, contributing to an overall
stimulating and rewarding symposium. National and international scholars and local/national
students took advantage of the presence of over 250 experts from diverse disciplines
belonging to various reputed institutions representing Poland, Hungary, Germany, Japan,
Tajikistan, Romania and Cameroon and different parts of India.

*****************************
2.2 IGU REGIONAL CONFERENCE Krakow, Poland, August 18-22, 2014
The IGU Krakow Regional Conference 2014, organized under the honorary patronage of the
President of the Republic of Poland, Bronisław Komorowski, had been prepared by the
consortium of eight Polish geographical institutions, coordinated by the Polish Geographical
Society. The local organizing committee had been constituted by the Institute of Geography
and Spatial Management, Jagiellonian University Krakow, together with the Jagiellonian
University Department of Communications and Marketing - Conferences.

Fig. 2: Main venue of the IGU Krakow Regional Conference 2014 (Photo: U. Schickhoff)

The main theme of the conference was Changes, Challenges, Responsibility. Modern
geography faces significant challenges focusing on the recognition of and response to
contemporary changes in the environment, society and economy. All this calls for our
responsibility. The conference aimed to create a forum at which these issues can be
addressed. It was open to all geographers across the spectrum who specialize in all fields of
the discipline. The conference was intended to be an event contributing to efforts
undertaken, for example, by ICSU/ISSC Future Earth, and aimed at defining pathways

towards sustainability and responding effectively to the risks and opportunities of global
environmental change.
The participants of the Conference also enjoyed visiting other parts of Poland and its vicinity
by joining pre- or post-congress excursions. These were arranged by the Local Organizing
Committee and several universities and other scientific institutions in Poland, including the
Polish Academy of Sciences.
Activities of the Biogeography and Biodiversity Commission at the Krakow Regional
Conference
At the Krakow Regional Conference, the Commission conducted a business meeting as well
as the following sessions within the technical session series:
C12.03 Climate Change and Dynamics of Mountain Ecosystems 1
Chair(s): Udo Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.), Suraj Mal (Delhi Univ.)
N. Schwab, U. Schickhoff, J. Böhner, T. Scholten, R.P. Chaudhary, B. Bürzle, L. Gerlitz, M.
Müller, E. Schenk
TREELINE: Detecting the response of a Himalayan near-natural treeline ecotone to climate
change
M. Müller, S. Drollinger, T. Scholten
Soil properties and nutrient cycling in the alpine treeline ecotone of Rolwaling Himal, Nepal
S. Mal, R.B. Singh, U. Schickhoff
Climate change impacts on glaciers and glacial lakes in the Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve,
Indian Himalaya
D. Ganiushkin, K. Chistyakov
Climatic cyclicity and dynamics of the glacio-nival systems of central part of Altay-Sayan
mountain system
C12.03 Climate Change and Dynamics of Mountain Ecosystems 2
Chair(s): K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.), T. Fujita (Kyoto Univ.)
K. Mizuno, T. Fujita
Duration from glacial disappearance, altitude, and land surface sediments in relation to
vegetation distribution in the Bolivia Andes
T. Johansson
Effects of global change on integrated pest management in East African Mountains
M. Drielsma, G. Manion, K. Williams, J. Love, S. Taylor
Modelling climate-induced emergent patterns of biodiversity at biogeographic scales to
inform conservation in south-eastern Australia
C12.03 Biogeographical Distributions, Gradients, Disturbances:
Subcontinent in Focus
Chair(s): R.B. Singh (Delhi Univ.), U. Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.)

The

Indian

M. Pathak
Agrobiodiversity in floodplain farming: Some consideration with a part of the Ganga River
floodplain
R. Mukherjee
The changing pattern of aridity and its implication on the spatio-temporal variability of
vegetation vigor: A case study in Rajasthan
D.S. Chauhan
Geo-environmental study of the natural vegetation in Rajasthan: A special reference of
Shekawati Region, Rajasthan, India

C12.03 Linking Biogeography and Society 1
Chair(s): K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.), U. Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.)
K. Teshirogi
Distributions of woody plants and its relation to the day-trip herding of goats in north-western
Namibia
C. Egbinola, A. Amanambu
Impact of charcoal production on tree species diversity in Ibarapa East local government,
Oyo State, Nigeria
V.P. Meena
Biodiversity conservation in Indira Gandhi Canal Project Area, Thar Desert, India
A.Tishkov, E. Belonovskaya
The actual biogeography of the European Russia as a result of the climatic impact’s and
landuse’s synergy
C12.03 Linking Biogeography and Society 2
Chair(s): K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.), U. Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.)
M. Ziulkiewicz, J. Zelazna-Wieczorek
Geographic conditions of the trophic status of springs at a small spatial scale based on the
quantitative analysis of diatom communities
D. Czamanski, M. Toger
The evolution of the open space network in Haifa
M. Rechcinski, A. Pietrzyk-Kaszynska, W. Krol, M. Grodzinska-Jurczak, J. Cent, A.
Olszanka, B. Peek, P. Matczak, K. Maczka
Identifying Natura 2000 sites with diverse ecosystem services and social conditions: How to
link socio-economic and ecological data of different spatial scope?

Fig. 3: Paper session of the Biogeography and Biodiversity Commission, IGU Regional
Conference Krakow 2014 (Photo: U. Schickhoff)

The above paper sessions attracted much interest among the attendees of the Krakow
Regional Conference and yielded productive discussions, contributing to an overall
stimulating and rewarding meeting. The sessions of our Commission had been integrated
into a remarkable program of plenary sessions, technical sessions, poster sessions,
meetings and seminars, exhibitions, and field trips. Framing the scientific program by
colourful inaugural and closing ceremonies, shows, and social events, the local organizing
committee did a great job in making the Krakow Conference a successful, memorable and
rewarding event.
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Main Events Forthcoming 2015

3.2 IGU Regional Conference Moscow, Russia, August 17-21, 2014
The International Geographical Union (IGU) will meet in Moscow this summer for the third
time since the International Geographical Congress of 1976, when over 2,000 participants
from around the world gathered in the Soviet capital for lectures, discussions, workshops and
excursions. The pace of global change has since accelerated in directions that once seemed
unimaginable. At the 2015 IGU Regional Conference, participants will have ample
opportunity to discuss these changes in light of current political-environmental challenges.
The conference theme is “Geography, Culture and Society for Our Future Earth.” It will take
place at Lomonosov Moscow State University (LMSU) from 17-21 August, 2015.
IGU Moscow 2015 will focus on five main themes: urban environment, polar studies, climate
change, global conflicts, and regional sustainability. The programme is rooted in principals of
diversity and interdisciplinary exchange. It will feature a variety of meetings, including plenary
sessions, lectures, panel discussions, workshops and other events. There will also be
opportunities to share ideas on IGU projects and the role of geographers in international
initiatives such as Future Earth. Geographical education and integration of young scholars
will be central to each of the conference themes. The programme will feature a day for young
scholars as well as sessions on “Academic Geography for Secondary Schools” and
“Teaching Geography in the University.” IGU Moscow will also include the 2015 International
Geographical Olympiad.
Conference proceedings will take place at the LMSU main campus, a distinctive work of
Socialist Realist architecture that rises 236 meters above a park along the Moscow River.
Views of the city from the Faculty of Geography and museums on the building’s upper floors
are among the most breathtaking of many in Russia’s capital. At the core of a territory that
spans nine time zones, Moscow’s fabric embodies fascinating historical transformations and
continuities. We encourage participants to join a host of excursions in and around the city.
After the conference there will be planned trips to other parts of Russia, including St.
Petersburg, the Golden Ring, the Upper Volga, Sochi, Kazan, Novgorod the Great and
Valday National Park. Excursions will provide many different options for informal
conversation based on shared geographical, cultural and historical interests.
The 2015 IGU Regional Conference will be a chance for geographers from around the world
to converse in a range of intriguing locations. This dialogue within and between disciplines
will address critical issues in geography today, strengthening collaboration in response to
global challenges through research and education.
For further information see the website http://www.igu2015.ru/
IGU Biogeography and Biodiversity Commission participation:
The Biogeography and Biodiversity Commission is actively planning the following sessions:

1) Response of Mountain Ecosystems to Climate Change
2) Biogeography and Conservation of Biodiversity
3) Recent Developments and Expansions in Biogeography
Important Dates:
10 November 2014 – Early registration begins
25 December 2014 – Extended deadline for submitting session proposals
31 January 2015 – Deadline for submitting abstracts for poster and oral presentations
1 March 2015 – Notification of the results of the abstract review
20 March 2015 – Publication of the provisional conference program
10 April 2015 – Deadline for early registration fee payment
10 June 2015 – Deadline for regular fee payment
17-21 August 2015 – IGU Regional Conference in Moscow

4

Upcoming Biogeography and Biodiversity Related Meetings
2015

International Conference on Plant, Marine and Environmental Sciences (PMES-2015)
1-2 Januar
Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
International Conference on Plant, Marine and Environmental Sciences (PMES-2015)
scheduled on Jan. 1-2, 2015 at Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) aims to bring together leading
academic scientists, researchers and scholars to exchange and share their experiences and
research results about all aspects of Plant, Marine and Environmental Sciences, and discuss
the practical challenges encountered and the solutions adopted.
Further Information: http://www.iicbe.org/2015/01/02/54
International Conference on Science and Environment (ICSE)
4-5 January
Bangkok, Thailand
Information: http://icsethailand.blogspot.de/
International Biogeography Society – 7th biennial Conference
8-12 January
Bayreuth, Germany
The University of Bayreuth welcomes the International Biogeography Society for its 7th
international conference. This modern research university has a major focus on ecological
research housed in the Bayreuth Center for Ecology and Environmental Research
(BayCEER). Novel concepts for research and teaching are established such as the
Ecological-Botanical Gardens and the Global Change Ecology study program.
The surroundings of Bayreuth are characterized by outstanding geological and climatic
heterogeneity. Isolated fragments of natural ecosystems occur within a highly diverse cultural
landscape. It was in the district of Bayreuth where Alexander von Humboldt, a leader in the

early history of biogeography, gained his first experience in fieldwork after he finished his
studies. At the end of the 18th century, before travelling the world, he worked as director of
mining for the regional administration. Various places close to Bayreuth are linked to his
scientific development.
The conference will be marked by four plenary symposia, keynote lectures by the awardees
of the society’s Alfred Russel Wallace Award and the MacArthur and Wilson Award,
contributed paper sessions, and dynamic poster sessions over the lunch and evening.
Topical focus sessions will span the breadth of biogeography, from watersheds to the global
scale, from Paleozoic to the Anthropocene, and from microbes to megafauna.
Essential details about the conference, and about the surrounding area, are available via the
links above. Information will be updated as details become available in the coming months,
so please check back occasionally or stay informed via Facebook and Twitter.
Further Information: http://biogeography.org/html/Meetings/index.html

Third Session of the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES) Plenary
12-17 January
Bonn, Germany
The third session of the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES) plenary will review progress made on the adopted IPBES work programme for 2014
– 2018, including the related budget and institutional arrangements for its implementation. In
addition, the third session of the IPBES plenary will select the members of the
Multidisciplinary Expert Panel (MEP) based on the nominations received from governments.
The event will be preceded by consultations and a stakeholder day on 10-11 January.
Further Information: http://www.ipbes.net/news/564-invitation-to-ipbes-third-plenary-12-17january-2015-bonn-germany.html
CGRFA 15 Seminar “Towards the state of the world’s biodiversity for food and
agriculture
17 January
Rome, Italy
The Commission normally holds one regular session each biennium. It may also decide to
convene extraordinary sessions as necessary, subject to the approval of the FAO Council.
Between 2001 and 2007, the Commission acted as the Interim Committee for the
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.
Further Information: http://www.fao.org/nr/cgrfa/cgrfa-meetings/en/
4th meeting of the network for Neotropical Biogeography
15-16 January
Ciudad de Panamá, Panamá
The Isthmus of Panama emerged from the sea millions of years ago, joining two continents
and producing one of the largest vicariance events in Earth’s history: the Great American
Biotic Interchange (GABI). At that time, marine populations were separated while terrestrial
plants and animals underwent massive migrations between North and South America,

dramatically changing the Earth. The rise of the isthmus also impacted atmospheric and
oceanic circulation, including substantial changes in Atlantic and Caribbean salinity.
There is no better place to have a symposium on Neotropical Biogeography!
Further Information: http://www.stri.si.edu/sites/nnb4/
Science, Practice & Art of Restoring Native Ecosystems Conference
23-24 January
East Lansing, Michigan, USA
The Stewardship Network's 2015 Science, Practice & Art of Restoring Native Ecosystems
Conference will focus on Resilience - Creating Social and Ecological Structures for a
Changing World.
Resilience is key to our ability to thrive.
In ecosystems, resilience is the capacity to tolerate disturbance without collapsing. A resilient
ecosystem can withstand shocks and rebuild itself when necessary. Social resilience is the
ability of groups or communities to cope with external stresses and disturbances as a result
of social, political and environmental change. We depend on ecological systems for our
survival, and we continuously impact the ecosystems in which we live from the local to global
scale. Social resilience incorporates our human capacity to anticipate and plan for the future.
Let's plan a future in which our communities and our ecosystems are integrated for greater
shared strength and flexibility. Let's plan a future in which our communities and our
ecosystems not only survive - but thrive!
Please join us on January 23 & 24, 2015 for the eighth Science, Practice & Art of Restoring
Native Ecosystems Conference.
Through plenary talks, focused presentation, networking opportunities and workshops,
conference participants will gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of how to build
resilience. Topics addressing our theme will include: the ability to build and increase the
capacity for learning and adaptation; diversity as it relates to social-ecological resilience;
adaptive management; and more.
Further Information:
http://www.stewardshipnetworkconference.org/site/c.biKRJ8NPInI4F/b.8967417/k.3428/2015
_Preview.htm

Netherlands Annual Ecology Meeting
10-11 Februar
Lunteren, Netherlands
The Netherlands Annual Ecology Meeting is a two-day event organised by NERN and
NECOV (Dutch - Flemish Ecological Society) and supported by the Netherlands Organisation
for Scientific Research (NWO).The set-up of the 2015 meeting is in accordance with previous
years, which were a great success with on average over 300 participants.
Each day consists of:
 A plenary session in which a Dutch and an international world leader present their
view on a specific topic in ecology
 Two sets of 4 parallel sessions which cover the wide field of ecology.
 Two poster sessions (on the 10'th all odd-numbered posters will be discussed and on
the 11'th all even-numbered posters)
Sustainable Ocean Initiative (SOI) Capacity-Building Workshop for Sout America
23-27 February
Lima, Peru

The workshop is being convened by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity(CBD) in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment of Perú and various other
partners, including FAO, relevant UN-Ocean members, and other relevant regional and
international organizations and initiatives. The workshop will focus on regional experiences in
the use of: (i) integrated marine and coastal area management toward achieving Aichi
Biodiversity Targets 6 and 11 in a holistic manner, and (ii) scientific and technical tools in
support of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, such as the description of ecologically or
biologically significant marine areas (EBSAs).
Further Information: http://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2014/ntf-2014-122-soi-4n.pdf
International Meeting of the Ecosystem-Based Adaptation – Community of Practice
26-27 February
Lima, Peru
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) REGATTA and Practical Action Latin
America are pleased to invite the members of the Ecosystem-Based Adaptation (EbA)
Community of Practice to apply for participating on an international meeting to be held on
Thursday 26 and Friday 27 February 2015 in the city of Lima, Peru.
Objectives
The international meeting aims to strengthen the EbA community members’ network. For
this, their participants will present and discuss different aspects of their experiences in EbA
and will identify initiatives of mutual collaboration.
Further Information: http://us7.campaignarchive2.com/?u=77865e2d8ac8b3a11af7f6a5a&id=7bf5909e56&e=[UNIQID

International Symposium on Glaciology in High Mountain Asia
1-6 March
Kathmandu, Nepal
The high mountains of Asia are estimated to contain one of the greatest concentrations of
glacier ice outside the polar regions, and are the headwaters of rivers which support
agriculture and livelihoods of over one billion people. Changes in snow, ice, and permafrost
due to climatic changes will impact water resources, ecosystems and hydroelectric power
generation, and will aggravate natural hazards. To understand these impacts, the
symposium will provide a forum to discuss advances in measurements, modeling, and
interpretation of glaciological and cryospheric changes in high mountain Asia.
As the field of glaciology intersects with both atmospheric and hydrologic sciences, the
symposium will also focus on linkages between atmospheric processes and cryospheric
change and the downstream impacts in the region. The meeting seeks to bring together
scientists from the region and around the world and provide an overview of the state of
science with respect to the glaciers, snowpacks and permafrost of the Himalayan, HinduKush, Karakoram, Tien Shan, Pamir, and Tibetan Plateau regions.
Further Information: http://www.icimod.org/?q=14090
“Dirt Science” – An Introduction to Soil System Science
2-6 March
Bedfordshire, United Kingdom

Cranfield University in collaboration the British Society of Soil Science (BSSS) and the
James Hutton Institute (JHI) with be hosting a NERC advanced training course in soil
science at Cranfield University campus. The course will run from Monday, 2nd March 2015 to
Friday 6th March 2015. The course is fully supported by NERC and is offered at no cost to
the participant. Participants will also be reimbursed for reasonable travel costs.
The course is open to all PhD and post-doctoral researchers studying soils or whose
research is at the interface of soil science and other disciplines. It offers an opportunity to
improve knowledge and skills in fundamental soil science. The course foundation is based
upon soils as interactive systems that have multiple functions and processes operating at a
number of scales. It will also provide an opportunity to develop skills in research proposal
design and innovative ways of communicating research outcomes and impact.
Further Information: http://www.soils.org.uk/event/404
The 4th International Conference of Asian Dendrochronological Association
Climate Change and Tree Rings
9-12 March
Kathmandu, Nepal
The Organizing Committee of The fourth International Asian Dendrochronology Conference
invites you to attend the “International Conference on Tree ring and Climate Change” March
9-12
2015
Kathmandu
Nepal.
The International Asian Dendrochronology Conference is organized in every two year to
enhance tree-ring research and collaboration among various partners working together in the
sector
of
tree
ring
research.
We expect around 150 participants from around the globe to share and discuss the multiaspects of tree-rings and environment from basic research leading to advancement of
knowledge and use of innovative approaches to solve major environmental problems.
Prior to the conference, there will be a field week workshop for interested participants.
Post conference tours are also planned to explore the natural and cultural beauty of Nepal.
Further Information: http://www.ada2015.org/
Climate-Smart Agriculture
16-18 March
Montpellier, France
Climate-smart agriculture is a way to achieve short-and-long-term agricultural development
priorities in the face of climate change and serves as a bridge to other development priorities.
It seeks to support countries and other actors in securing the necessary policy, technical and
financial conditions to enable them to:
- Sustainably increase agricultural productivity and incomes in order to meet national food security and
development goals
- Build resilience and the capacity of agricultural and food systems to adapt to climate change;
- Seek opportunities to mitigate emissions of greenhouse gases and increase carbon sequestration.
Further Information: http://csa2015.cirad.fr/

CBD Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically
Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) in th eNOrth-East Indian Ocean region, and Training
Session on EBSAs
22-27 March
Colombo, Sri Lanka
Information: https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=EBSAWS-2015-01
Student Conference on Conservation Science
24-26 March
Cambridge, UK
The Student Conference on Conservation Science series in Cambridge, Australia, Beijing,
Bangalore, New York and Hungary is the only international series of conservation
conferences aimed entirely at students. SCCS helps young conservation scientists gain
experience, learn new ideas and make contacts that will be valuable for their future careers.
Over the past 15 years, SCCS Cambridge has hosted over 2,500 delegates from 124
countries worldwide.
Further Information: http://www.sccs-cam.org/
Annual Conference of the Society for Tropical Ecology
“Resilience of Tropical Ecosystems: Future challenges and opportunities”
7-10 April, Zurich Switzerland
The conference provides an exciting and friendly atmosphere for tropical ecologists at all
levels of their career. A priority is to maximize interactions among delegates, practitioners
and policy makers. Ultimately, this meeting will provide a platform for tropical ecologists to
work together to ensure resilient tropical ecosystems. We welcome contributions from all
fields
of
Tropical
Ecology.
Tropical ecosystems are global biodiversity hotspots increasingly under pressure from a
growing population. The complexity and unpredictability of these systems present
considerable challenges for ecologists, conservation biologists and natural resource
managers. The global demand for food, energy and recreation, large scale industrial land
use change and anthropogenic climate change present scientific and social challenges.
Ensuring resilient tropical ecosystems and provisioning a broad array of ecosystem services
necessitates
maintaining
biodiversity
at
all
its
levels.
Past mismanagement and habitat degradation require counter measures, including habitat
restoration and developing novel management approaches for resilient tropical landscape
mosaics which both meet the immediate livelihood needs of rural communities and the
ecosystem services for broader society. This presents great challenges but also
opportunities.
The annual conference of the Society for Tropical Ecology (gtö) will provide an
interdisciplinary platform for discussing these major challenges and future opportunities in
tropical Ecology including:
 Understanding tropical biodiversity
 Defining Resilient tropical ecosystems
 Novel approaches to understand and manage tropical ecosystems
Further Information: http://www.gtoe-conference.de/

Second Environmental Protection and Sustainability Forum
9-11 April
Bath, UK
The Department of Economics and the Institute for Policy Research at the University of Bath
are hosting a three-day international forum to discuss state-of-the-art academic research on
international environmental agreements informed by the insights of key policy-makers and
practitioners in the field.
The first Forum was hosted by the University of Exeter in 2011. As before, the second forum
will not only involve top quality academic presentations (ten academic keynote presentations
and 40 academic contributed papers) but ensures engagement with stakeholders through
roundtable discussions and public lectures. Thus, the forum is distinct from many other major
international conferences in seeking to connect researchers with those who design and
implement policy, and those who are affected by such policy.
Further Information: http://www.bath.ac.uk/economics/events/news_0003.html
European Geosciences Union General Assembly
12-17 April
Vienna, Austria
The EGU General Assembly 2015 will bring together geoscientists from all over the world to
one meeting covering all disciplines of the Earth, planetary and space sciences. The EGU
aims to provide a forum where scientists, especially early career researchers, can present
their work and discuss their ideas with experts in all fields of geoscience. The EGU is looking
forward to cordially welcoming you in Vienna!
Further Information: http://www.egu2015.eu/

CBD Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically
Significant Marine Areas (EBSAs) in the North-West Indian Ocean and Adjacent Gulf
Areas, and Training Session on EBSAs
19-24 April
Dubai, United Arab. Emirates
Information: https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=EBSAWS-2015-02

AAG Annual Meeting
21-25 April
Chicago, Illinois, USA
The conference will feature more than 5,000 presentations, posters, and workshops by
leading scholars, researchers, and educators. Current themes for the AAG Annual Meeting
include:
 Radical Intra-Disciplinarity
 Symposium on International Geospatial Health Research: Creating Synergies
 Symposium on Physical Geography: Environmental Reconstruction -- A Nexus of
Biogeography, Climatology and Geomorphology
 Geography and Online Education
 GeoHumanities
 Chicago and the Great Lakes Region

Each year, the AAG identifies a few themes for its Annual Meeting to help focus discussion
and provide a fresh and engaging structure to the conference program. Attendees are also
invited to develop themes relevant to the meeting's location or influenced by political and
intellectual trends within the discipline. As always, any topic relevant to geography is
welcome at the AAG annual meeting.
Further Information: http://www.aag.org/annualmeeting
Arctic Science Summit Week
23-30 April
Toyama, Japan
The Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) is the annual gathering of the international
organizations engaged in supporting and facilitating Arctic research. The purpose of the
summit is to provide opportunities for coordination, collaboration and cooperation in all areas
of Arctic science. The summit attracts scientists, students, policy makers and other
professionals from all over the world.
Further Information: http://www.assw2015.org/

European Vegetation Survey – 24th workshop
4-8 May 2015
Rennes, France
We are pleased to invite you to the 24th workshop of the European Vegetation Survey, which
will be held in Rennes (France) from 4 to 8 May 2015 and co-organized by the Department of
Ecology in University of Rennes 1, the Department of Geography in University of Rennes 2
and the French Society of Phytosociology.
We propose two main topics for the workshop :
The topic 1: "Typology and process as two complementary facets of vegetation survey and
mapping"
The topic 2: "Vegetation in coastal and inland dunes and cliffs”
An ‘open session’ will also be planned for communication on other subjects within the EVS
field of interest, including vegetation data analysis.
Research results related to conservation status; ecological restoration; remote sensing and
temporal monitoring are particularly welcome.
The workshop will include the following optional activities:
• Mid-Workshop excursion on coastal vegetation followed by a social dinner at the Mt St
Michel
• Post-Workshop excursion on inland vegetation
Further Information: https://evs2015.univ-rennes1.fr/index.php

United Nations Forum on Forests 11 Session
4-15 May
New York, USA

Information: http://www.un.org/esa/forests/session.html

26 May
Hertfordshire, UK
Information: http://www.royensoc.co.uk/content/insect-ecology-insect-conservation-jointspecial-interest-groups-meeting-26th-may-2015
12th European dry grassland meeting
22-27 May
Mainz, Germany
Palearctic dry grasslands have a long tradition of community analysis and description,
leading to a detailed picture of these habitats, especially in Central Europe. In contrast,
research on the biology of species and populations, such as pollination biology, dispersal
ecology, demography or population genetics, is expanding rapidly. The connection between
the two scientific disciplines is often weak although, actually, populations are part of
communities and communities consist out of populations. We will therefore focus on this
connection between population biology and community ecology for all dry grassland biota
(invertebrates, vertebrates, non-vascular plants, vascular plants, fungi and lichens) as the
overall topic of the next EDGM.
Specific topics of the conference
 Population biology of dry grassland species
 Diversity and community ecology of dry grasslands
 Management and conservation of dry grasslands
 Socio-cultural aspects of dry grasslands
The European Dry Grassland Meetings are organised annually by the European Dry
Grassland Group (EDGG, www.edgg.org), a network of dry grassland/steppe researchers
and conservationists from all disciplines. EDGG is affiliated with the IAVS (International
Association for Vegetation Science) as a Working Group as well as with the EFNCP
(European Federation for Nature Conservation and Pastoralism), and membership is free of
charge.
Registration and deadlines: The conference webpage will open in autumn 2014. Deadline for
abstracts is planned for February 2015.
Further Information: http://www.efncp.org/news/news20140814.php
10th Annual International Symposium on Environment
25-28 May
Athens, Greece
Information: http://www.atiner.gr/environment.htm

International Conference on Biodiverstiy, Ecology and Conservation of Marine
Ecosystems (BECoME)
1-4 June
Hong Kong, China
In 2013, the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government has commenced to
implement the international Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and has embarked on
the formulation of a city-level Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) under the CBD.
The CBD aims to foster the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its

components, and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of
genetic resources. Given the rich marine biodiversity and precious fisheries resources in
Hong Kong waters, scientific research on the Biodiversity, Ecology and Conservation of
Marine Ecosystems (BECoME) is highly essential and relevant to Hong Kong and the South
China. Since January 2013, 25 local marine scientists have conjointly established the joint
universities consortium called BECoME to enhance the capacity building in this research
area. This proposed BECoME 2015 Conference will bring in internationally renowned and
regional experts to Hong Kong where they will share their knowledge and expertise on the
latest development in the field with our local experts and environmental practitioners from
academia, government, NGOs and private sector. The specific objectives of this conference
are:
 To provide a platform for knowledge transfer and idea exchange;
 To foster local, regional and international collaborations in research and development
among scientists, environmental consultants, policy makers and governmental
officers engaging in the field of marine biodiversity, ecology and conservation;
 To identify knowledge gaps and prioritize emerging research areas in the field;
 To train young scientists and environmental practitioners; and
 To solicit experts advices and share their experience on some of the pressing
practical issues in relation to marine biodiversity conservation and fisheries
management in the region and beyond.
Further Information: http://www.biosch.hku.hk/become/index.html
10th International Conference on Ecosystems and Sutainable Development
3-5 June
València, Spain
ECOSUD 2015 is the 10th International Conference in the well established series on
Ecosystems and Sustainable Development. The meetings provide a unique forum for the
presentation and discussion of recent work on different aspects of ecosystems and
sustainable development, including physical sciences and modelling.
This successful series first started in Peniscola, Spain (1997) and continued in Lemnos,
Greece (1999); Alicante, Spain (2001); Siena, Italy (2003); Cadiz, Spain (2005); Coimbra,
Portugal (2007); Chianciano Terme, Italy (2009), Alicante, Spain (2011) and Bucharest,
Romania (2013).

Further Information: http://www.wessex.ac.uk/15-conferences/ecosud-2015.html
Ecology & Safety
4-8 June
Elenite, Bulgaria
Energy, Climate and Global Security in the 21st Century
 Taking action together: the role of ecology in conservation partnerships
 Economy of ecological solutions and management of ecological investments
 Socio–economics in natural resource conservation
 Environmental policy and management
 Greenhouse gas emissions
 Sustainable & clean technologies
 Alternative energy sources for reducing dependence on fossil fuels; Biofuels
 Geophysics; Atmospheric physics; Physical oceanography; Meteorology and
hydrology
 Satellite applications in the environment




Ecology, philosophy, sociology and law
The media and protection of the environment
Ecology of Air, Soil and Water
 Forest and Natural Resource Management
 Landscape degradation and restoration; Ground water remediation
 Living systems and quantitative biology
 Ecological monitoring and evaluation of ecological status
 International ecological standards and certification
 Ecology of agriculture and food industry
 Ecotourism and ecological impact of tourism
 Construction, architecture and the environment; Habitat reconstruction
 Waste processing projects (factories, garbage dumps)
 Waste management and waste recycling plans
Health and Safety
 Green technologies
 Medical and ecological phytodesign
 Nanomedicine, nanotechnologies, nanomaterials, nanoaerosols
 Medical chemistry; Pharmacology; Development and design of medical products
 Occupational and environmental hygiene
Civil Protection and Disaster Management
 Ecosystems — sustainable management in crisis regions
 Industrial safety and risk management
 Industrial ecology and transboundary pollution
 Innovative technologies for civil protection and disaster management
 Innovative technology for early warning systems and disaster scenarios
 Innovative training methods for national and international civil protection
 Cooperation regarding logistic issues in international operations
 Security organisations: communication during disaster management operations
 Risk and crisis communication
 Research for civil security
Further Information: http://www.sciencebg.net/en/conferences/ecology-and-safety/
Soil Ecology Meeting 2015
8-12 June
Colorado Springs, Colorado, USA
Information: http://www.globalsoilbiodiversity.org/?q=node/426
4th International Conference on Biodiversity
15-17 June
Las Vegas, California, USA
OMICS Group is delighted to invite you to attend the 4th International Conference on
Biodiversity which is to be held on June 15-17, 2015 at Las Vegas, USA. The objective & aim
of our conference is to bring together global institutions involved in biodiversity conservation
and to together share, network and develop future strategies and alliances for endangered
species. Universities & Societies are doing well in their research, but our conference makes
them much familiar with the worldwide research. Conference going to create awareness
about different species in different habitats and what are the research going on all over the
world.

Las Vegas is the entertainment capital of the world and it takes care about conserving

biodiversity, nearly 1190 universities from United States, 17036 universities from all over the
world, 186 associations & societies are taking a part of Biodiversity. On behalf of conserving
biodiversity, about $370 million annually is spent on mitigation measures to comply with
provisions of the Endangered Species Act. The overall biodiversity portfolio of 245 projects in
the ten years from 2004 to 2013 included direct biodiversity commitments worth over US $1
billion.
Further Information: http://biodiversity.conferenceseries.com/
European Society for Ecological Economics 2015: Transformations
30 June-3 July
Leeds, UK
This conference takes place as this century's key challenges for human society become ever
clearer and more entrenched: increasing levels of resource use and environmental impacts;
threats to food, water and energy security; unequal distribution of economic and physical
wealth; power imbalances and conflicts; new waves of political and economic migration; and
the lack of international will to address the reality of planetary threats such as climate change
and global biodiversity loss.
Further Information: http://www.esee2015.org/site/view/17/welcome/
4th International Conference on Management of Natural Resources, Sustainable
Development and Ecological Hazards
1-3 July
Opatija, Croatia
The success of the three previous International Conferences on Management of Natural
Resources, Sustainable Development and Ecological Hazards (Ravage of the Planet) held in
Bariloche, Argentina (2006); Cape Town, South Africa (2009); and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
(2011), has led the organisers to reconvene the Meeting in 2015.
The Conference has always been well attended by a substantial number of scientists from all
over the world, which underlines the concern of the international community regarding the
state of the planet. The basic premise of the Meeting is the need to determine solutions
before a point of no return is reached.
Further Information: http://www.wessex.ac.uk/15-conferences/ravage-of-the-planet-iv.html
US-IALE 2015 World Congress
5-10 July
Portland, Oregon, USA
The 2015 World Congress is a joint meeting between the International Association of
Landscape Ecology World Congress (WC) and the U.S. chapter of IALE (US-IALE), and will
be held at the Hilton Portland & Executive Tower in Portland, Oregon, July 5 - 10, 2015. The
theme is: Crossing Scales, Crossing Borders: Global Approaches to Complex Challenges.
The meeting will bring together nearly 1,000 leaders in landscape ecology from around the
globe, including educators and practitioners in the fields of geology, ecology, biology,
geography, and landscape preservation and design, dedicated to preserving and protecting
our
natural
resources.
Highlights of the 9th Annual IALE World Congress will include in-depth, hands-on workshops,
thought-provoking plenary sessions, over 50 special symposia and contributed papers, oral

presentations and posters, scientific excursions, and ample social and networking
opportunities.
Scientific Excursions: Portland has ready access to some of the most diverse and scenic
landscapes in the Pacific Northwest and we foresee many informative field trips. Some
examples: A tour of the Columbia River Gorge; assessment of urban growth boundaries,
successes and challenges; managing growth along the Oregon coast and Willamette
watershed; touring disturbance recovery at Mt. St. Helens; visiting the HJ Andrews LTER
Site. Shorter excursions may include visits to Forest Park, Bonneville Dam, bicycling along
the Willametter River, and others.
Further Information: http://www.ialeworldcongress.org/
52nd Annual Meetnig of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation
12-16 July
Honolulu, Hawaii
The theme for the conference is Resilience of Island Systems in the Context of Climate
Change: Challenges for Biological and Cultural diversity and Conservation.
Conservation of tropical biota is a pressing issue and one that is accentuated in island
systems around the world. Many current hypotheses and theories in mainstream ecology
have been established in island systems and have been “translated” to other continental
contexts. Island systems are also particularly vulnerable to factors such as climate change,
invasive species, and sea level rise. Furthermore, human cultures in such environments are
also vulnerable. Thus, a theme (although not the exclusive focus) on islands is merited with
particular emphasis on the relationship between conservation of both biological and cultural
heritage.
This meeting provides delegates with the opportunity to collaborate with researchers and
meet with key speakers and industry leaders—participation is encouraged for anyone with a
passion for tropical biology and conservation, including:





Students
NGOs
Academics
Researchers

Further Information: http://www.atbc2015.org/
3rd Annual International Conference on Ecology, Ecosystems and Climate Change
13-16 July
Athens, Greece
Information: http://www.atiner.gr/ecology.htm
58th Annual Symposium of the International Association for Vegetation Science:
Understanding broad-scale vegetation patterns
19-24 July
Brno, Czech Republic
It a my great honour and pleasure to invite you to the 58th Annual Symposium of the
International Association for Vegetation Science (IAVS). The IAVS is the world’s leading

scientific society of plant community ecologists and promotes research in all aspects of
vegetation science and its application. It holds meetings and excursions, publishes scientific
journals (Journal of Vegetation Science and Applied Vegetation Science) and provides other
mechanisms to facilitate communication among vegetation scientists worldwide.
Further Information: http://www.iavs2015.cz/
ICCB: 27th International Congress for Conservation Biology 4th European Congress for
Conservation Biology
2-6 August
Montpellier, France
The Society for Conservation Biology (SCB) is proud to team up for the first time with
Agropolis international and the French Foundation for Research on Biodiversity (FRB) to host
the 27th International Congress for Conservation Biology (ICCB) and the 4th European
Congress for Conservation Biology (ECCB) to be held on August 2-6, 2015 in Montpellier,
France.
The joint meeting brings together our international community of conservation professionals
to address conservation challenges and present new findings, initiatives, methods, tools and
opportunities in conservation science and practice. It’s also a marvelous opportunity to
welcome scientists and conservationists from around the world to Europe. Scientists,
students, managers, decision-makers, writers, and other conservation professionals across
the globe are invited to participate in this event.

Further Information: http://iccb-eccb2015.org/
2015 ESA Annual Meeting
9-14 August
Baltimore, Maryland, USA
The Ecological Society of America currently stands at a boundary between 100 successful
years for the Society and an uncharted future for the planet. The Centennial meeting will
support both retrospective and prospective sessions – looking back at the history of the field
of ecology as well as forward into its future. We welcome proposals examining historical
topics and the history of ecology, as well as proposals from early career scientists and
students that shine a light on the future of ecological science. Proposals that explore
interdisciplinary connections with areas of social and natural science outside of ecology or
that relate to ecological education at any level are also encouraged.
Further Information: http://esa.org/baltimore/
Congress of the European Society for Evolutionary Biology
10-14 August
Lausanne, Switzerland
The venue for the 2015 meeting will be the campus of the University of Lausanne. Due to
space constraints, attendance is limited to 1400 participants, on a first-come, first-served
basis.
A welcome reception will take place on Sunday August 9 in front of the Palais de Rumine in
the heart of the Lausanne city.
The official program, beginning on Monday August 10, will consist of a series of parallel
sessions running throughout the 5 days (except for Wednesday afternoon). There will be

some 300 oral presentations fitting within the 35 symposiums selected by our Scientific
Committee. We will also have poster sessions associated with the different symposiums, five
plenary talks, as well as two lectures by the 2014 and 2015 winners of the John Maynard
Smith Prize.
Further Information: http://www3.unil.ch/wpmu/eseb2015/
7th European Congress of Mammalogy
16-22 August
Stockholm, Sweden

Further Information: http://www.zoologi.su.se/ecm7/index.php
6th World Conference on Ecological Restoration
23-27 August
Manchester, UK
SER 2015 in Manchester aims to be the major restoration event of the year. Building on
recent successful world congresses and regional meetings such as SER Europe 2013 in
Finland, we hope to attract a large number of academics and practitioners who will share
good practice and network successfully in one of the homes of the industrial revolution.
The title: “Towards resilient ecosystems: restoring the urban, the rural and the wild” should
provide something for everyone, whether working in highly urbanised, ex-agricultural, or
natural wild environments. We mean this conference to be as inclusive as possible and are
keen to showcase not only the important scientific developments, issues and solutions, but
also the cultural, educational and artistic aspects of restoration ecology. We are hosting a
wide range of different types of events during the conference period, with pre-conference
training workshops, conference symposia posters, workshops, and oral presentations, as
well as half day field trips to see landscapes at first hand.

Further Information: http://www.ser2015.org/
Aquatic Biodiversity & Ecosystems – Evolution, interactions & global change
30 August – 4 September
Liverpool, UK

The Aquatic Biodiversity and Ecosystems meeting is a conference for aquatic scientists (both
marine and freshwater) with a focus on evolution, interactions and long-term change particularly how these shape patterns of biodiversity and the relationships between
biodiversity and ecosystem functioning. The scope is deliberately broad encompassing
natural and highly modified habitats in both marine and freshwater aquatic systems. Ecology
and Evolutionary Biology are the key focus, but the meeting also caters for an
interdisciplinary approach to studying and managing aquatic ecosystems, especially
unravelling local and regional scale impacts from global climate driven change!
Further Information: http://www.aquaticbiodiversityandecosystems.org/about-the-conference/
RES Annual National Science Meeting & International Symposium – Ento 15
2-4 September
Dublin, Ireland
Information: http://www.royensoc.co.uk/content/res-annual-national-science-meetinginternational-symposium-ento-15-2-4-september-2015

ECSA 55 Unbounded boundaries and shifting baselines
6-9 September
London, UK
ECSA 55 brings together a global multi-disciplinary community of researchers and
professionals to discuss and address issues of outstanding scientific importance in the
science and management of estuaries and coastal seas in this rapidly changing world.
ECSA 55 will focus on learning lessons from the past, discussing the current and forecasting
for the future, spanning environmental, anthropogenic and climatic impacts on estuaries and
coastal seas across the globe.
ECSA 55 will be held in London on the banks of the Thames Estuary, a heavily modified,
industrial megacity estuary. As with all megacity estuaries, the Thames is a valuable
resource which faces competing, and often conflicting socio-economic and environmental
demands. The need to balance these demands in a complex environment, whilst confronting
the consequences of climate change, requires innovative multi-sectoral management
approaches based on excellent and fit-for-purpose science.
Further Information: http://www.estuarinecoastalconference.com/
14th World Forestry Congress
7-11 September
Durban, South Africa
Forests are essential to life on our planet, to mitigating and adapting to climate change,
ensuring adequate supply of fresh water, enhancing biodiversity and providing sustainable
incomes and livelihoods, including food security. But they face unprecedented and
unrelenting pressures.
The 14th World Forestry Congress, hosted by the Republic of South Africa, will bring together
the global forestry community to review and analyse the key issues and to share ways of
addressing them.
The Congress – the first to be held in Africa - is inclusive of people from all countries, regions
and sectors, whether they belong to a government organization, NGO, private company,
scientific or professional body, a forestry society, or simply have a personal interest in
attending. The broad participation and inclusive discussion on forestry issues will facilitate

their mainstreaming in global agendas on sustainable development as well as building new
partnerships.
Further Information: http://www.fao.org/forestry/wfc/en/
14th International Symposium on Aquatic Plants
14-18 September
Edinburgh, Scottland
Given the rising interest in aquatic vegetation globally it was decided that this would be the
last time the meeting would be restricted to a European venue, the next meeting will be held
in New Zealand in 2018. It therefore gives us great pleasure to be able to provide you with an
excellent venue for the European send off. Edinburgh and Scotland are fantastic scientific
and cultural centres with attractions to appeal to a wide range of tastes; Edinburgh’s gothic
architecture and literature, the wild highlands, a game of golf or a nip of whiskey. There is
something for everyone and on our mid-week excursion we will touch on many of these
delights.
Further Information: https://sites.google.com/site/aquaticplants2015/

6 Publications
6.1 The SAGE Handbook of Biogeography
The long awaited ‘The SAGE Handbook of Biogeography’, edited by the former Chairman of
our Commission, Prof. Andrew C. Millington (Adelaide), Steering Committee Member Prof.
Mark A. Blumler (New York), and the current Chairman, Prof. Udo Schickhoff (Hamburg) was
published in late 2011. This retrospective and prospective overview of the discipline of
Biogeography is the final result of long-term Commission activities that can be traced back to
Commission meetings in Armenia (2000) and New York City (2001) where the idea of this
handbook was generated. The editors expect that it will be considered an important
contribution to the field of Biogeography.
Millington, A.C., Blumler, M.A.,
Schickhoff, U. (eds.)(2011): The
SAGE Handbook of Biogeography.
SAGE Publ. Ltd, London. 624 pp.

The SAGE Handbook of Biogeography is a manual for scoping the past, present and future
of biogeography that enable readers to consider, where relevant, how similar
biogeographical issues are tackled by researchers in different 'schools'. In line with the
concept of all SAGE Handbooks, this is a retrospective and prospective overview of
biogeography that will:
• consider the main areas of biogeography researched by geographers
• detail a global perspective by incorporating the work of different schools of biogeographers
• explore the divergent evolution of biogeography as a discipline and consider how this
diversity can be harnessed
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• examine the interdisciplinary debates that biogeographers are, and are not, contributing to
within geography and within the biological sciences.
Aimed at an international audience of research students, academics, researchers and
practitioners in biogeography, the text will attract interest from environmental scientists,
ecologists and biologists and geographers alike.
6.2 Proceedings of the Kozhikode Congress 2011
Papers presented during Commissions 2011 annual meeting, the 3rd International Geography
Congress in Kozhikode, Kerala, India, 06-08 May 2011, had been classified thematically into
various sections and published in 2013 in a comprehensive proceedings volume. The volume
contains numerous papers grouped into the following sections:
 Natural hazards/disasters and environmental challenges
 Impact of deforestation on hydrological processes
 Impact of anthropogenic activities and climatic changes on biodiversity
 Geomorphology and natural resource management
 Geoinformatics: technology - society interface
 Impact of population explosion and urbanisation on land use and cover change
 Environmental pollution and quality of life (water, land, air)
 Geopolitical economy of development and globalisation
 Tourism-impacts, implications and alternatives
 Recent challenges for ethnic communities, refugees and war victims
 Spatial infrastructure, alternative planning and management perspectives

The bibliographic reference is as follows:
NANDESHWAR, M.D., JAYAKUMAR, K.V., GOPINATH, G. & AMBILI, G.K. (eds.)(2013): Sustainable
Natural Resources Management Under Changing Climatic Scenarios. Proceedings of the
Third International Geography Congress. Allied Publ., Delhi.
6.3 Proceedings of the Rohtak Conference 2013
Papers presented during the IGU Rohtak Conference were published in two proceedings
volumes in 2014. The book chapters have the following focus: The over-exploitation of
important earth resources such as land and water has led to a number of environmentrelated problems the world over. At the same time, land-use change caused by various
human activities has led to extinction of many plant and animal habitats and species. In this
context, the relevance of biodiversity for human survival is becoming a major international
political issue as scientific evidence builds on the global health implications of biodiversity
loss. These issues are closely linked with the issue of climate change, as many of the health
risks due to climate change are associated with rapid degradation of biodiversity. This
present work focuses on holistic natural resource-based spatio-temporal planning,
development, and management and considers them as essential to save the degraded
ecosystem for sustainable resource management. Contributions are compiled in two
volumes: 1. Climate Change and Biodiversity, and 2. Landscape Ecology and Water
Management. Geoinformatics along with its tools such as remote sensing and geographical
information systems (GIS) have been used in assessing the results of various environmental
problems both physical and social. The volume will be useful for geographers, geoscientists,
hydrologists, landscape ecologists, environmentalists, engineers, planners, and policy
makers.
The bibliographic references are as follows:
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SINGH, M., SINGH, R.B., HASSAN, M.I. (eds.)(2014): Climate Change and Biodiversity.
Proceedings of IGU Rohtak Conference, Vol. 1. Springer, Tokyo.
SINGH, M., SINGH, R.B., HASSAN, M.I. (eds.)(2014): Landscape Ecology and Water
Management. Proceedings of IGU Rohtak Conference, Vol. 2. Springer, Tokyo.
6.4 Miscellaneous
In the report period 2013-14 the Commission on Biogeography and Biodiversity produced
comprehensive newsletters each year (about 30-40 pp. each) which have been distributed to
the IGU community through the respective channels.
A new website of the Commission on Biogeography and Biodiversity has been constructed
and is now accessible under
http://www.geo.uni-hamburg.de/i-geogr/biogeographie/igu/index.html.

*****

Please send your information concerning further issues of this newsletter and any comment
to: udo.schickhoff@uni-hamburg.de

