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Editorial
The two years reported on in this IGU
Bulletin were again very active ones for the
International Geographical Union. Our
Japanese colleagues hosted a very
successful Regional Conference in Kyoto in
August 2013 at the Kyoto International
Convention Centre. This iconic location is
perhaps most famous for the negotiations
that resulted in the signing of the so-called
Kyoto Protocol which, in 1992, formally
recognised the global responsibillity to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
IGU
Regional Conferences are designed to
encourage participation of Geographers
from the broader region, although a
substantial proportion of delegates were
attracted to this ancient city and were treated
to traditional Japanese hospitality of the
highest quality.
The 2014 Regional
Conference moved to Europe, where another
beautiful historical city, Krakow in Poland,
played host to a very popular event that the
Polish geographers organised with superb
efficiency and extraordinary generosity.
The pattern of holding a Regional
Conference in all three years between
Congresses, although not without its critics
among our community, has proved
successful if we measure this simply by the
number of delegates who have attended
these events.
The IGU Executive
Committee has, having consulted broadly
within the IGU commmunity, taken the
decision to discontinue this practice and
revert to a timetable of holding one Regional
Conference in the middle year of the four
year Congress cycle. This means that, after
the Moscow Regional Conference in 2015
and the Congress in Beijing in 2016, the next
such conference will only be in 2018.
Quebec, Canada, has been selected to host
that meeting, it is many years since our
Canadian colleagues had the opportunity to
organise a major IGU event.
IGU has a small number of prestigous
awards that recognise the contribution made
by geographers to the discipline and to
broader Society. The IGU Planet and
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Humanity Medal is only awarded every four
years at the Congress.
The Laureat
d’Honneur, however, is awarded more
frequently and Professor Ton Dietz was the
recipient of this at the Kyoto Regional
Conference for his selfless efforts in respect
of two major IGU initiatives, viz. the
`Journals Project’ and the ‘OurSus’
Sustainable Cities project. For details visit
the website: www.igu-online.org. A new
prize was instigated in 2013; the
Commission Excellence Award was
presented to the IGU Gender and Geography
Commission in Krakow, with Professor Jan
Monk accepting the certificate and US$2500
prize for the exemplary work that this most
active commission has been engaged with.
All of the activities that are highlighted in
this Bulletin indicate that the IGU continues
to represent the global community of
geographers in increasingly innovative
ways.
ME Meadows
Secretary-General and Treasurer
Cape Town, South Africa

Éditorial
Les deux années évoquées dans ce bulletin
de l’UGI ont à nouveau été très actives
pour l’Union Géographique Internationale.
Nos collègues japonais ont organisé une
Conférence régionale très réussie au centre
international de congrès de Kyôto en Août
2013. Ce lieu emblématique est célèbre pour
les négociations qui ont abouti à la signature
du “protocole de Kyôto” qui, en 1997, a
officiellement reconnu la responsibillité de la
communauté internationale pour une réduction
des émissions de gaz à effet de serre. Les
conférences régionales de l’UGI sont conçues
pour encourager une large participation
des géographes de la région, même si une
proportion importante de délégués ont été
attirés par cette ville historique et ont été
reçus avec la meilleure qualité de l’hospitalité
japonaise traditionnelle. La Conférence
régionale 2014 s’est déplacée vers l’Europe,
où une autre belle ville historique, Cracovie,
en Pologne, a accueilli un événement très
populaire que les géographes polonais ont
organisé avec une superbe efficacité et une
générosité extraordinaire. Le modèle de tenue
d’une conférence régionale sur chacune des
trois années entre les Congrès, qui avait ses
détracteurs au sein de notre communauté, a
été couronné de succès si nous le mesurons
simplement par le nombre de délégués qui
ont participé à ces conférences. Cependant,
le Comité Exécutif, après avoir largement
consulté dans la commmunité géographique
de l’UGI, a pris la décision de mettre fin à
cette pratique et de revenir à un calendrier de
tenue d’une Conférence régionale au milieu du
cycle de Congrès de quatre ans. Cela signifie
que, après la Conférence régionale de Moscou
en 2015 et le Congrès de Pékin en 2016, la
prochaine conférence se tiendra en 2018.
Québec, Canada, a été choisie pour accueillir
cette réunion. De nombreuses annéees se sont
écoulées alors que nos collègues canadiens
avaient la possibilité d’organiser un événement
majeur de l’UGI.

L’UGI décerne un petit nombre de
récompenses prestigieuses qui reconnaissent
la contribution apportée par les géographes à
la discipline et à la société dans son ensemble.
La Médaille de l’UGI “Planète et Humanité”
est décernée seulement tous les quatre ans
lors du Congrès. Le “Lauréat d’Honneur”,
cependant, est attribué plus fréquemment et le
professeur Ton Dietz en a été le récipiendaire
lors de la Conférence régionale de Kyôto,
pour ses efforts désintéressés à l’égard de
deux initiatives majeures de l’UGI, à savoir
le “Projet Revues” » et le «Projet OurSus des
villes durables”. Pour plus de détails, veuillez
consulter le site Web: www.igu-online.org.
Un nouveau prix a été initié en 2013: le Prix
d’excellence des Commission a été attribué à
la Commission “Genre et géographie” lors de
la conférence de Cracovie. La professeure Jan
Monk a accepté le certificat et le prix de 2500
dollars US pour le travail exemplaire accompli
par cette commission particulièrement
dynamique.
Toutes les activités mises en relief dans
ce Bulletin indiquent que l’UGI continue
de représenter la communauté mondiale
des géographes de manière de plus en plus
innovante.
ME Meadows
Secrétaire général et Trésorier
Le Cap, Afrique du Sud
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The IGU Executive Committee 2012-2016
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Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meetings
Minutes de Réunions du Comite Exécutif l’UGI

International Geographical Union
Executive Committee Meeting
Rothak, India
14-18 March 2013
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and
Introductions
The meeting was chaired by President
Vladimir
Kolosov,
who
welcomed
Secretary-General Mike Meadows and
Vice-Presidents Ron Abler, Dietrich Soyez,
RB Singh, Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn,
Yukio Himiyama, Giuliano Bellezza and
Jarkko Saarinen to the meeting. VicePresidents Kellerman and Qin Dahe were
unable to attend.

Adoption of the Agenda
The agenda was adopted.

Minutes
The minutes of the Amsterdam October
2012 meeting had previously been approved
via email and were tabled for noting with the
amendment to add V-P Bellezza’s name to
the list of those present.

Organization and Operations
Adoption of IGU priorities for 2012-2016:
The IGU Priorities document had previously
been circulated. The President briefly noted
the highlights and asked for comments and
suggestions. It was agreed that it is
appropriate to develop an abbreviated
version (Kolosov) for placement on the

website (Meadows).
Examples of
cooperation between commissions were
noted and IGU wishes to further stimulate
joint meetings, in particular between the
social and physical commissions. One
suggestion would be a kind of ‘matchmaking’ exercise to encourage commissions
to work together, especially through
participation in international projects and
joint and problem-oriented sessions at
Regional Conferences etc. There are many
examples of commissions with overlapping
or parallel interests and these can be
approached to consider joint sessions or
projects. Executive Committee members
were tasked with drawing up a list of
possible ‘matches’ (All).
IGU Country Membership Report:
Meadows reported that, within the past few
months, several countries have either
formally re-established membership or have
indicated that they are likely to do so shortly.
All invoices have been sent out for 2013 and
the subscriptions are currently being
received. Issues around particular national
membership subscription payments should
be followed up by the liaison EC member
who should make contact with the
appropriate individuals to encourage
payment. It was suggested that there could
be an approach to certain countries
regarding voluntarily increasing their annual
contributions.
Professor Krishan Lal,
President of the Indian National Science
7

-8-

Academy attended the meeting and several
items pertaining to the mutual importance of
national membership, along with several
other matters.
African and other developing countries
membership: Soyez had circulated a brief
report on this matter and commented that
IGU will need to exercise patience in regard
to developing further members from Africa
and other developing countries as this was
not a short-term task. It is a challenge in
particular to foster interest among younger
geographers
(especially
within
the
francophone nations) in such countries and
to try to obtain funding to allow them to
participate in IGU activities. A ‘bottom-up’
approach is clearly the better strategy, albeit
–as underlined above - a long-term one.
Information about the ‘Africa Desk’ portal
has been circulated to African geographers.
In the meantime, Soyez has written to Dr
Anne Glover (Chief Scientific Advisor to
the President of the European Commission)
and the issue is receiving her attention; a
response from her should hopefully result in
a pilot project, including a workshop or
summer school aimed at younger
participants from Africa. It is clear that there
is significant funding on a wide range of
platforms relevant to Geography available to
foster African scientists, e.g. EUACP/Africa, Caribbean and Pacific Group
of States mobility scheme, (and its
programme EDULINK) or ERAfrica,
summer school opportunities etc. etc. and
these should be explored further. The
‘African Geographers’ network email list
needs to be extended (Droogleever-Fortuijn
to approach Ton Dietz, Soyez to approach
German and French colleagues for help with
this).
Call for proposals for possible
workshop/summer schools are to be made
via the network (Meadows). ). A “roadmap”
to promote African and other developing
countries membership should be compiled
in 2013.
IGU Regional Networks:
RB Singh
commented on his efforts to develop a
regional network for South Asia and has

written to a number of countries but had
received response only from Sri Lanka thus
far. There are obvious financial constraints
to attracting delegates from such countries to
joint meetings. Himiyama noted that the
Japan-China-Korea annual meeting of
Geographers is ongoing and that this group
is planning a meeting ahead of the Kyoto
Regional Conference and a joint session for
young geographers in the conference (see
http://8thcon.geographers.asia/).
In
southern Europe, the Mediterranean
Renaissance Program effectively acted as a
regional network and this has now evolved
into a full Commission under the leadership
of Maria Paradiso. The President reported
that there is a network involving several of
the former Soviet countries with annual
meetings each September resulting in a
publication. The responsible V-Ps are to
continue to maintain contact with the
relevant groups.
Contacts with AAG, RGS, etc: The IGU
booth at the Los Angeles meeting has been
arranged. What is still needed is publicity
for this and other meetings. Meadows tabled
a draft of a new IGU brochure and some
editorial suggestions were made. Abler will
take this to the AAG, Droogleever-Fortuijn
is tasked with distributing the brochure at the
RGS-IBG meeting in London and Saarinen
is to do the same for the 2013 Nordic
Geographers biennial meeting in Iceland.
Electronic versions of the brochure will be
made available to all EC members who can
arrange printing locally in appropriate
quantities and the costs reimbursed
thereafter on submission of receipts. The
possibility of presenting a short information
session at major meetings was also raised
but it would appear to be too late for
programme inclusion in 2013.
IGU Financial Report and Projection:
Meadows reported that the financial outlook
of the IGU remains sound but needs to be
monitored given that we are now in a cycle
of annual Regional Conferences and travel
grants are intended for each of these, as well
as the projected increase in the level of
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support for IYGU. Abler reported on the
donation recently sent to the IGU from a
large corporation in the USA. There is
agreement that this amount not be used for
day-to-day operational expenses and should
rather form part of the IGU Endowment
Fund held in the IGU banking account in the
United States. Soyez reported that the IGC
Cologne LOC has approved the transfer of
Euro 5000 to the Endowment Fund in light
of the profit made in running the Congress.
It was suggested that members of the EC
consider making contact with former
students who may be employed in large
companies to consider making a donation to
the endowment fund. It was It was agreed
that ICSU and ISSC would share the
Endowment Fund in equal parts if IGU were
to cease to exist; Abler agreed to amend the
terms of the agreement as to the disposition
of the endowment funds in the event that the
IGU ceases to function (Abler).
UN-IYGU Initiative:
The President
welcomed Professor Ed de Mulder of Earth
Science Matters in relation to this item.
Werlen tabled several documents included
an updated report that indicated the
following:
The decision by the Rwandan Cabinet on
becoming the applicant country is expected
very soon; should the decision be positive,
IYGU will formally enter the UNESCO/UN
application process. Regarding finances,
funding for the IYGU Secretariat in Jena has
been secured until 2018; additional funds
need to be earmarked for opening and
closing ceremonies (UNESCO/UN will not
approve of the application unless the
availability of funds can be proven); funding
is also needed for printing and editing of PR
material and writing and editing of thematic
brochures. The GeoUnions were to be
approached
regarding
supplementary
funding.
Kigali, Beijing, Tunis, and
Varanasi have been identified as potential
hosts of a Continental Center, i.e. the
existing IYGU structures are not only
strengthened but also expanded in this way.
Website and brochures have all been

revamped/revised; an Arabic translation of
both the brochure and website is in progress;
the website will be available in languages
other than English and French very soon. Ed
de Mulder commented that there has been
tremendous progress and the expected news
from Kigali is particularly encouraging,
especially as the Rwandan Minister of
Foreign Affairs is so supportive. Rwanda is
a particularly appropriate nation to take this
forward as it is in a state of re-emergence
following the genocide and has embraced
sustainability in its political philosophy.
In relation to funding, Werlen is requesting
further substantial support from IGU that
will send a clear financial signal to other
potential donors. The request is for Euro
15,000 per year commencing 2013 and
through to 2016. It was agreed that IGU will
contribute this amount for the four years
subject to the presentation of a detailed
business plan regarding fund-raising,
expenditure, auditing of accounts etc. One
possibility would be to raise a subsidy via
delegate registration fees for future Regional
Conferences;
this
would
certainly
demonstrate
symbolically
that
the
community of Geographers is supportive.
Kolosov and Meadows will discuss this
matter with the Krakow LOC in April. It
was suggested that Werlen consider
approaching national academies and
associated funding agencies once the formal
adoption is concluded.
IGU CTF Update and Expansion: The
Commissions were requested to send the SG an updated list of steering committee
members. Virtually all had responded. The
few anomalies regarding membership
should be resolved soon and S-G Meadows
agreed to contact the commissions in
question. There was discussion regarding
the means by which Commissions could be
encouraged to be more active and to increase
their memberships. One suggestion was that
the EC liaison individuals contact their
Commission chairs on a more regular basis
to help maintain communication. The issue
9
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of developing a relational database was
discussed and Abler agreed to follow up on
possible mechanisms to develop this. The
possibility of establishing an annual award
to the Commissions that best reflect IGU
priorities was raised and Meadows was
requested to draw up a list of criteria that
could be used in evaluation.
Journals Project Update: Meadows
reported that the database had recently been
completely overhauled and updated; once
minor issues with the website search
function are resolved this should be fully
operational to be updated again in 2014.
‘OurSus’ Project: Ton Dietz tabled an
updated report. There will be a presentation
at the Kyoto Congress thanks to the
flexibility of the LOC and Celine Rozenblat
as Chair of the Urban Commission. There
was some concern expressed that there
appears to be no geographer on the team
beyond the liaison through Ton Dietz.
Kellerman is to explore the possibility of
their including a Geographer on their
committee (Kellerman). The challenge of
increasing the number of partner cities and
‘national centers’ was also raised. EC
members agreed to explore opportunities to
create national centres in their countries.
Executive
Committee
Calendar:
Meadows tabled the details of forthcoming
Executive Committee meetings as follows:
-

-

-

Kyoto, Japan: Arrival 1st August 2013,
meeting 2nd, August, Field excursion
3rd August, complete meeting on 4th
August 2013, thereafter attend the
Regional Conference
Moscow, Russia: arrival 28th April
2014, meeting 29th, 30th April,
excursion 1st May 2014, departures 2nd
May 2014
Krakow, Poland; arrival 14th August
2014, meeting 15th and 17th August,
Excursion 16th August, departures 17th
August 2014, thereafter attend the
Regional Conference

-

Cape Town, South Africa: November
2014 (actual dates to be confirmed).

IGU Sesquicentennial and Centennial
Task Force: Abler tabled several
documents including the Terms of
Reference for the proposed Task Force and
a list of suggested possible names, which
was then appended. A preliminary report
will be required by this committee by mid2014. Abler is to draft a letter of invitation
for President Kolosov who will then
approach the individuals concerned. There
should be an updated history of the IGU
published in time for the 2022 Extraordinary
Congress.
IGU Website and Social Networking
Update: S-G Meadows announced that IGU
now has a Facebook page and the new
website design is in advanced state and will
be available on line within the next few
weeks.
IGU Newsletter Update: The next
newsletter will be distributed by the end of
April.
IGU Bulletin Update: The combined
Volumes 60-61 representing 2011-12 is in
production and should be ready for
distribution by May 2013. Thereafter the
Bulletin should return to annual issues with
the 2013 volume 62.
IGU Handbook: It was agreed that Abler
would redraft the existing version and
circulate for comments by late May 2013.
IGU Archives: The latest version of the
Memorandum of Agreement had been
widely circulated. This was now approved
for joint signatures of IGU and IfL and
Meadows will arrange accordingly.
Bellezza reported on the situation regarding
the existing archives in Rome and the
necessary sorting and arrangements
necessary for transfer to Leipzig. The matter
of the remaining copies of the ‘Home of
Geography’ publication series of which
there are seven left with up to 200 copies of

10
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each was discussed. Bellezza will discuss
the matter further with the Societa
Geografica Italiananand make a decision. It
was agreed that the remaining volumes
should ideally find homes in national
libraries or equivalent but that there needs to
be a cost estimate for this.
IGU Publicity: S-G Meadows presented
the draft brochure (see above item on contact
with AAG, RGS etc.), comments on which
should be forwarded to him via email as
soon as possible.
IGU Publications: S-G Meadows had
consulted with four prominent international
geographers regarding, in essence, the
hegemony of the major publishing houses in
scholarly publishing in the discipline. There
is clearly support for an IGU journal but the
discussion centered on how to manifest this.
The issue of ISI accreditation is certainly
important and needs to be considered in
relation to any possible publishing model.
Kolosov suggested a face-to-face working
meeting with publishers and editors in
Kyoto and Himiyama will follow this up
with the Kyoto LOC. Several EC members,
including Soyez and Kolosov in particular,
indicated their willingness to explore the
question with editors of on-line journals that
are known to them.
Dialogue Project: S-G Meadows has
received confirmation from the University
of Lund library that the video-series, known
as the ‘Dialogue Project’ and in which there
are recorded interviews with well-known
international geographers in the 1970s and
1980s, is authorized to be made available as
downloadable digital files via the IGU
website.
IGU and academic teaching in
Geography: Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn
tabled a proposal regarding the issue of
academic teaching in the discipline. This
proposal argues in favour of a more
prominent role of IGU in academic teaching
of geography and suggests a number of
initiatives in discussion with the chair of the

Commission on Geographical Education.
An informal meeting of interested parties in
Kyoto is planned to take the matter further.
The proposal was discussed and is strongly
supported. President Kolosov and S-G
Meadows would raise the matter with the
Krakow LOC.

Cooperation and Outreach
Festival International de Géographie:
Jean-Robert Pitte has invited the IGU to be
represented at FIG which this year has China
as the focus country. Soyez is requested to
represent IGU at the festival, which this year
is from 3rd to 6th October 2013, and
continue the traditional IGU Lecture series
with a presentation.
Festa de Mirandela, Portugal: Nothing to
report.
Festival de Geografía, Taxco, Guerrero
Mexico: Nothing to report.
Future Earth: S-G Meadows reported on
this initiative, a joint one between ISSC and
ICSU. The IGU put forward seven names to
be considered as members of the Science
Committee
ISSC: The President reported on his very
positive personal telephone conversation
with the Executive Secretary, Heide
Hackman.
The IGU nomination for
membership of the CROP committee has
been successful and we have also nominated
a candidate for the Mattei Dogan Prize. The
World Social Science Report is in the final
stages of production and S-G Meadows,
with the assistance of Benno Werlen and the
President, compiled the IGU entry for
inclusion.
The General Assembly and
World Social Science Forum will be held in
Montreal. Kellerman and the President are
attending.
ICSU: IGU has submitted a grant proposal,
drafted by Alcantara-Ayala, to ICSU on the
matter of a Latin American regional network
11
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on Geohazards; the outcome is awaited.
Abler reported that he wrote to the Executive
of ICSU, on behalf of the GeoUnions,
regarding the matter of relationships
between ICSU and the unions at large. The
letter was favorably received and any
follow-up will be discussed at the
GeoUnions caucus ahead of the ICSU
Unions meeting in Paris at the end of April.
Kolosov, Abler and Meadows will attend on
behalf of IGU. Himiyama reported that he
had attended a meeting on the Future Earth
initiative organized by the ICSU Regional
Office in Kuala Lumpur.
ICA, IUGG, IUGS, IRSA, UN-GGIMAP, etc: The ICA holds its next Congress in
Dresden; it is considered important that the
IGU consolidate its relationship with the
cartographers and, in addition to the
participation of the joint IGU/ICA
Commission, the President will attend on
behalf of the IGU. IUGG’s affiliated
association IAG has a meeting in Potsdam in
early September and Soyez was requested to
represent IGU.
Earth Science Matters (ESM): Ed de
Mulder offered a brief presentation on this
initiative, which is aimed at developing a
model for Geoscience outreach building on
the success of the IYPE. In essence, the
challenge is how to communicate Earth
Science to the wider public. The YES
(Young Earth Scientists) network is now
planned with support from, among others
the
International
Association
of
Geomorphologists and an extension, via
‘BRIDGES’ to mid-career and senior
scientists. There are other projects, for
example, in Africa concerning education,
with schools as well as tertiary institutions.
IGU supports this initiative and its
involvement by way of partnership and cooperation is strongly endorsed. Euro 5000 is
the annual requirement to formalize such a
partnership and de Mulder agreed to forward
an example of such an agreement to the
President for further consideration. The
IGU has a perspective from the social
sciences on many of the important issues and
12

IYGU itself is clearly strongly relevant here.
Geoheritage, Geotourism, Geoparks etc. are
all concepts that link together the earth and
social sciences very well. The Chinese are
hoping to inaugurate a Geopark in
association with the 2016 Congress and
there is a suggestion that the Olympiad may
be held in such a park near Beijing. Soyez
suggested that we should develop jointly
specific projects through which a
partnership with ESM, more particularly
emphasizing the ‘human’ part of the ‘Geo’
and agreed to take the matter forward.
Megacities is another area where cooperation would be most fruitful. Himiyama
commented on the Japan Geoscience Union,
established eight years ago, and the latest
annual meeting had more than 7000
delegates; he suggested that this too would
be a potential supporter.
EUROGEO/EUGEO: There has been
considerable
correspondence
between
Kolosov and Bellezza, and Karl Donert. The
organisations appear to focus on different
objectives and groups of geographers and
there are ongoing challenges to organizing
joint activities.

International Geographical
Congresses and IGU Regional
Conferences
Cologne, International Geographical
Congress 2012: Soyez presented a list of
media products that are, or will shortly be,
available, including a photo gallery,
congress daily newspapers and both shorter
and longer forms of documentary videos.
Papers from the Lieu de Memoires session
are to be published in Erdkunde including an
additional guest contribution.
Kyoto, Japan Regional Conference 2013:
Professor Shigeko Haruyama, Chair of the
Scientific Program Committee of the Kyoto
LOC attended for this item. Preparations are
underway and are going well. Himiyama
tabled a memo from the chair of the LOC
and translated this. 1616 abstracts have been
received, which exceeds expectations, with
- 13 -

more than half of these for sessions
organized by IGU Commissions. The recent
decline in the value of the Yen is positive
news for foreign delegates.
Abstract
acceptance/rejection letters are expected to
be sent out shortly. Registrations are still at
a very early stage as the early-bird threshold
date is in April; a preliminary program will
be compiled in May and finalized by the end
of that month and placed on the website.
Field excursion applications are currently
low. 138 travel grant applications have been
received and decisions on the successful ten
will be made soon. The financial situation is
sound, with a very successful fund-raising
effort so far. An open symposium will be
held on 4th August in Japanese. The
Minister of Education, Science and Culture,
the President of the Science Council of
Japan and the Mayor of Kyoto are all
expected to attend the Opening Ceremony
on 5th August. Wiley is planning a round
table on Tuesday 6th August entitled:
‘Global Voices in Geography’. A Springer
book, the title of which is to be decided but
which will be closely related to the
conference theme will include nine keynote
papers, is expected to be published
immediately prior to the Conference.
Regarding possible financial support for the
Olympiad, Katherine Berg, chair of the IGU
Olympiad Task Force is requested to make
contact with Professor Yoshiyasu Ida, who
is chair of the Olympiad committee for the
Kyoto meeting. There was discussion as to
how the IYGU, ‘OurSus’ and Academic
Teaching initiatives should be show-cased at
the conference.
Krakow, Poland Regional Conference
2014: President Kolosov and S-G Meadows
will pay a site visit in May-June 2013 and
will report back directly on progress at the
next EC meeting. The potential problem
emerging from the fact that the European
Congress on Regional Science in St
Petersburg is scheduled only two weeks later
was discussed, with a reduced fee proposed
for those attending both conferences.

Moscow, Russia Regional Conference
2015: The Local Organization Committee
has been restructured to facilitate
participation by key individuals. Funding
from the Russian Geographical Society and
the Governmentr of Moscow is being
sought.
Beijing,
China
International
Geographical Congress 2016: Nothing to
report at this stage.
Regional Conference 2018 invitations Lima and Taipei: The President has
communicated
with
the
proposers.
Alcantara-Ayala will attend a meeting in
Lima in April and will report on the potential
to host the 2018 Regional Conference.
Soyez will do the same in Taipei in April.
Both will report back to the EC in Kyoto.
Extraordinary
2022
International
Geographical Congress: Abler informed
the committee of the proposed membership
of the Centennial Task Force which will
begin planning for the 2022 Congress.

Honors and Awards
IGU Planet and Humanity Medal: EC
members are encouraged to consider
possible worthy recipients with outstanding
global reputations in the field.
Mattei Dogan Prize for Human
Geography: This matter needs to be
followed up with the Foundation; President
Kolosov to write to them after obtaining
appropriate contact details.
IGU Lauréats d’Honneur: A nominated
candidate was approved and the award will
be conferred at the Kyoto Regional
Conference.
IGU Honors and Awards Committee:
Ruth Fincher has agreed to chair the
committee, which will, through the agreed
terms of reference, systematise the
procedure for nominating and selecting the
recipients of prizes. Letters of invitation to
13
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proposed members of this committee will be
sent out shortly.
Other business: It was agreed that the
President would write to Karl Donert
expressing its support on the issue of
continuing the teaching of geography in
Flanders.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12h30 on
Saturday 16th March 2013

14
- 15 -

International Geographical Union
Executive Committee Meeting
Kyoto, Japan
1-4 August 2013
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and
Introductions
The meeting was chaired by President
Vladimir Kolossov, who welcomed
Secretary-General Mike Meadows and
Vice-Presidents Ron Abler, Dietrich Soyez,
RB Singh, Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn,
Yukio Himiyama, Giuliano Bellezza, Jarkko
Saarinen, Aharon Kellerman and Qin Dahe.

Adoption of the Agenda
The agenda prepared and distributed in
advance of the meeting was adopted.

Minutes
The minutes of the Rohtak March 2013
meeting had previously been approved via
email and were tabled for noting.

Organization and Operations
Commission Assignments, Liaison and
Membership. President Kolossov asked for
ideas as to how to structure the scheduled
meeting with Commission (and National
Committee chairs) that was taking place
within the Kyoto Regional Conference.
Suggestions included the matter of IGU
conference registration fees; communication
with
and
co-operation
between
commissions,
including
possible
involvement in initiatives such as Future
Earth, joint research projects funded by
major bodies (the example of the
Mediterranean Commission’s award of
Marie Curie funding applies), the possibility
of an ‘excellence award’, incentives for
commissions that best achieve IGU

objectives or increase membership, and a
possible registration fee discount for chairs
that convene sessions at IGU conferences
and congresses. SG Meadows tabled a draft
list of criteria for an IGU Commission
excellence award and, with additional
criteria, this would be discussed at the
upcoming Chairs meeting. A financial
reward (US$2500 annually) seems feasible
with the suggestion that the winning chairs
use the sum to encourage participation of
younger or developing world geographers in
commission activities; it was further agreed
that the winning Commission chair (or
nominee) be invited to present a plenary
address at an appropriate IGU conference or
congress (in consultation with the Local
Organising Committee). A sub-committee
of VPs Droogleever-Fortuijn, Soyez,
Bellezza and Abler was established to
finalise the criteria and administer the
award. The matter of communication with
Commission (and National Committees)
was discussed at length and some ideas as to
how to improve the level of contact were put
forth. President Kolossov presented an
analysis of the IGU commission steering
committee membership. The prominence of
USA representation and developed countries
as a whole was noted, as was the limited
representation from the developing world.
The presentation is to be edited and prepared
for distribution via the e-newsletter
(Meadows, Bellezza).
Executive Committee Calendar 2013-14.
The upcoming EC calendar was tabled is as
follows: Moscow, Russia: arrival 26th April
2014, meeting 27th and 28th, two day
excursion 29th, 30th April, 1st May 2014
departures. Krakow, Poland; arrival 14th
August 2014, meeting 15th and 17th August,
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Excursion 16th August, thereafter attend the
Regional Conference. Cape Town, South
Africa: November 2014 (actual dates to be
confirmed with new EC members following
the 2014 IGU election, but the second half
of the month is desirable).
IGU Country Membership Report.
Outstanding 2013 dues reminders have been
sent out and the subscriptions continue to be
credited so that the revenue situation for this
year is predicted to be approximately the
same as in previous years. SG Meadows
requested some assistance from EC
members with respect to subscriptions from
countries as appropriate (All). There has
been limited success in renewed
subscriptions from some countries (e.g.
Pakistan, Ghana) and some encouraging
communications with representatives either
from ‘new’ countries (e.g. Serbia) or lapsed
members (e.g. Vietnam, Colombia). SG
Meadows noted the increased category of
membership for China-Beijing (with
supplementary subscription of an additional
US$2500 annually) and thanked VP Qin for
the part he had played in this. Meadows also
mentioned the donation of the South African
IGU National Committee to formally
provide full member Category A status of
Zimbabwe for a trial period of three years.
VP Abler reported that the United States has
agreed to contribute $1,000 per year to the
IGU Country Dues Fund. SG Meadows
should bill the USA for its statutory amount
plus $1,000 in a single invoice each year.
African and other Developing Country
Membership. Soyez commented on the
ongoing difficulty of fostering membership
in other developing countries. Meadows
made the point that such funds could
possibly be better spent by supporting
conference attendance of younger delegates
rather than a simple ‘donation’ of
membership subscription to the IGU, or to
initiate a research project; building up
contacts with younger geographers is
probably the best way forward; even visits
by EC members to national conferences
could be more useful. Ton Dietz is able to

supply contact email addresses, although
many of these would not regard themselves
as ‘geographers’. In order to grow the
African geographer contact list, SG
Meadows agreed to approach African
National Committee chairs with a view to
obtaining their own list of email contacts. It
was agreed to renew efforts stimulate IGU in
Africa through a Regional Conference and
the establishment of a regional network
(Meadows, Soyez). Funding possibilities
for this could include CODESRIA. It was
agreed to make available the ‘African’ email
address list to facilitate wider circulation of
the e-newsletter to African geographers
(Meadows, Bellezza).
IGU Financial Report and Projection.
Meadows again reported that the financial
situation of the IGU remains sound although
must be carefully monitored given that we
are currently in a cycle of annual Regional
Conferences with intendant travel grant
commitments, as well as the increased level
of annual funding to IYGU. VP Abler noted
that Euro 5000 from the proceeds of the IGU
Cologne Congress has been credited to the
Endowment Fund, which has a balance
exceeding US$36000 (although the interest
rates are very low and there is a need to find
a more efficient means of investing this
amount). Means of increasing IGU funding
were discussed briefly but it was agreed that
raising subscription funds at this stage
would probably not be well received by the
National Committees.
IGU Brochure and Handbook. Digital
copies of the publicity brochure have been
distributed and print copies will be available
at the Regional Conference in Kyoto;
Meadows will forward a higher resolution
version to all EC members for their
distribution as necessary. It was agreed to
have the revised handbook draft text
available for the next EC meeting (Abler).
IGU Publications. A special session on
this matter is scheduled at the Kyoto
conference. VP Saarinen reported on
discussions he had held at the recent
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conference of Nordic Geographers around
the possibility of a dedicated IGU journal in
online format; the physical geographers in
particular have some misgivings due to ISI
accreditation issues. There are clearly many
challenges and the special session would
hopefully suggest possible ways forward.
San Francisco Declaration.
This
declaration was tabled and, although it was
agreed that the EC should endorse this on
behalf of the IGU, the document will be
made available in print form at the
Commission Chairs meeting to elicit
broader support.
Geographical Journals Project. There is
nothing to report here, the Journals Project
continues to work well on the IGU website
and would be raised as background
information to the special publications
session at the Kyoto Regional Conference.
Sustainable Cities. The OurSus project is
operational with a focus on China although
there is a lack of clarity around the viability
of the suggested business model. There is
an obvious need for support structures to be
developed in other countries so that the
initiative can diffuse further; there is a plan
to incorporate at least one Japanese city in
association with the Kyoto Regional
Conference.
A special session at the
conference is devoted to the initiative.
IGU expansion. The IGU has only a limited
footprint.
VP Kellerman referred to
initiatives to improve this through contact
with, for example RGS and AAG, and the
idea of incentives to commissions to double
their membership. The more people who
know about the IGU, the more are likely to
want to join in our activities. EC members
should approach officers of appropriate
national geographical associations or
societies to request that they place a link to
the IGU on their websites. There is a need to
follow up on individual contacts that EC
members have (All). The Kyoto LOC is to
be asked to do it jointly with President

Kolossov to facilitate further diffusion of
IGU materials (Meadows).
IGU Regional Networks, YES. Singh
reported on efforts regionally to invite
participants from other Asian countries to
IGU-accredited meetings that take place,
usually annually, in India, as well as to invite
participation to the annual national
conference. The EGAL meeting in Peru had
been attended by Alcantara-Ayala and,
although separate from IGU, there are
indications of an active network of
Geographers in Latin America. DelgadoEstrada is attending the Kyoto meeting and
can be approached individually for
comments. There is an East Asian body that
is meeting in association with the Kyoto
Regional Conference but is not formally
affiliated with the IGU. The IGU network of
former Soviet Union countries remains
active and there is an upcoming meeting in
October in Kazakhstan.
Wang Meng,
President of the Young Earth Scientists
network attended for discussion of this
particular network. He introduced YES as a
legacy of IYPE. YES is a network of early
career geoscientists with members from 121
countries and 3000 members (under 35) with
substantial membership from South Africa.
The next Congress is scheduled for Tanzania
in July 2014 and there are many other
initiatives and projects underway. Wang
suggested the possibility of a ‘young
section’ for the IGU and offered assistance
in establishing such a structure and this is
clearly in line with one of the major current
priorities of the IGU, possibly in the form of
establishing a new young scholars Task
Force. It was agreed that IGU should be
represented at the YES congress in Tanzania
in 2014.
Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task
Force.
Abler tabled the document that
identifies the list of possible members of the
Task Force and has drafted a letter of
invitation to be sent by President Kolossov.
The matter as to how to get this underway
was raised as was the most relevant possible
location. It was agreed that the Krakow
17
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Regional Conference should be used to get
this underway and invitations to attend that
meeting should be sent to the ten initial
members. In addition to the 2022 Congress,
the Task Force should be encouraged to
develop other special mementos (a
publication documenting the history of the
IGU for example). In relation to this, it
would be desirable to have available
photographs of Executive Committee
meetings, conference and congresses and
EC members are encouraged to submit them
to the archive via the Secretary-General
(All).
IGU Website and IGU Social Networking.
The intended re-design is underway and is
planned to be launched before the end of the
year. The Facebook page for IGU is in
operation and a live-link to the website is
under construction (Meadows).
IGU Bulletin. Meadows tabled the recently
published Volume 61-62 of the IGU
Bulletin, representing the years 2011-12.
Future issues will return to an annual volume
format.
UN-IYGU. Benno Werlen attended the
meeting for this item and reported on recent
activities.
He made a presentation
highlighting the key developments. A new
landmark has been achieved as Rwanda has
agreed to submit the IYGU draft resolution
to the Executive Board of UNESCO through
the vehicle of appropriate member countries.
The level of support from the major global
scientific organisations is secured through
ICSU, ISSC and CIHPS and, through this,
truly global coverage. The Regional Action
Centres (of several different possible types)
are proposed and up to 12 localities are
being considered and are either confirmed
(Beijing, Kigali) or in progress. The goal of
IYGU was presented as ‘365 contributions
to global sustainability’ with three levels of
action: research, education, communication.
A number of events are planned including
‘global’ launches.
Copyright issues
regarding the logo etc. are under
consideration. Werlen also reported on the

TIERS project and the proceedings have
been professionally edited into a 180-200pp
book which is almost ready to be published.
Funding is required to subsidise publication
and it was agreed that the President should
again approach the GeoUnions for a
contribution to IYGU with in this mind.
IGU E-Newsletter Update. The newsletter
plays an essential role in communicating to
the broader community. If the draft minutes
of the current meeting can be fast-forwarded
for approval, then it will be possible to
include them in the forthcoming newsletter
(Meadows).
IGU Archives. The Memorandum of
Agreement has been formally signed by both
parties and, with significant intervention
from VP Bellezza, the IGU archives were
transferred to Leipzig where work is
underway to curate them. The Leipzig
archivists have now been able to assess the
nature of the archival material and made
constructive suggestions regarding the need
to establish a more professional approach to
collection and collation of documents going
forward. VP Abler reported that some IGU
archival materials from before c1950 was
accessioned by the Royal Geographical
Society and may now be irretrievable. VP
Bellezza agreed to write to Lentz and Soyez
describing in more detail the nature of the
materials transferred. It was also agreed that
Soyez should visit Leipzig before the next
EC meeting to discuss with the archivists
directly as to how material can be better
prepared in future for archiving (Soyez).
Dialogue Project. S-G Meadows has
received copies of the video interviews from
the University of Lund library and is
planning to make these available via the IGU
website when time allows.
IGU and Academic Teaching in
Geography.
VP Droogleever-Fortuijn
reported that a special session in relation to
this new initiative will be held at the Kyoto
Regional Conference. There are positive
indications regarding attendance; several
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ideas were discussed as to how best to
stimulate activity around this important
issue in the future, including the inclusion of
further special sessions at the Krakow and
Moscow Regional Conferences subject to
agreements from the relevant local
organizing
committees
(DroogleeverFortuijn).
IGU Priorities Update.
President
Kolossov agreed to draft a streamlined
version of the IGU Priorities. He further
suggested that IGU should consider
developing longer term strategic planning,
for example towards 2022, and will forward
a formal request to the EC members
(Kolossov).

Cooperation and Outreach
Festival International de Géographie.
Soyez is attending the upcoming Festival in
October and will present a lecture as an
official IGU representative.
It was
suggested that Soyez request the FIG
organizing committee to ensure that the
geographical community of the 2014 (and
beyond) chosen ‘guest country’ be
adequately informed of the decision in
future years through contact via the IGU
National Committee where possible. There
is no further news from Christian Pierret
regarding his proposal to establish a School
of Applied Geography in St Dié.
IGU Representatives on International
Bodies.
IGU now has official
representatives on several international
scientific bodies. Former VP Fincher has
been re-nominated to the Executive
Committee of ISSC with a decision due at
the General Assembly in Montreal, October
2013. Karen O’Brien (IGU nominee) and
VP Qin Dahe have been elected to the
Scientific Committee of the ICSU Future
Earth programme. Etienne Nel is an IGU
nominee on CROP and has reported briefly
on the activities of this committee around
reformulating the Millennium Development
Goals and the development of new poverty
metrics. Professor Haruyama has been

nominated by IGU to serve on the Scientific
Committee of IRDR and the outcome of that
nomination is awaited.
ICSU, Future Earth and Earth Science
Matters. President Kolossov, SG Meadows
and VP Abler attended the latest GeoUnions
meeting in Paris, April, ahead of the
scheduled ICSU Unions meeting. The
minutes of that meeting were tabled and it
was noted that the relationship between IGU
and the other GeoUnions remains cordial
and positive. ICSU Future Earth remains a
very powerful opportunity for geographers
to contribute to global science. IGU agreed
to contribute to the ISPRS ‘VALID’
publication on disaster risk; IUGG is
developing an initiative for an International
Year of Deltas and it was agreed to support
this. From the perspective of Earth Science
Matters and its relevance to Geoparks, VP
Singh reported that the first issue of the
International Journal of Geoheritage has
now been published with contributions from
members of the EC. VP Belezza is also
contact with De Mulder, who has asked if
IGU has taken a decision regarding
membership of the Foundation with
intendent financial implications. However,
a financial contribution to ESM does not
appear to be feasible at this stage. Regarding
Geoparks, VP Bellezza is in contact with
Dongying Wei, Chair of the IGU
Commission of that name to explore the
feasibility of organizing, in association with
the Beijing Congress, the Olympiad (and the
EC meeting) in a nearby Geopark.
ISSC. Information is received regularly
about ISSC activities and former VP Fincher
had submitted a brief report. IGU will be
represented at the upcoming General
Assembly in Montreal by President
Kolossov and VP Kellerman. The WSSF
takes place in association with the GA, there
are several geographers presenting papers in
various panels. The World Social Science
Report has contributions about aspects of
Geography compiled by President Kolossov
and Meadows.
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Affiliation with other organizations.
President Kolossov encouraged EC
members to remain active as contact persons
with their allocated external organizations
and to try to facilitate joint activities where
appropriate. With regard to UNESCO,
ALESCO, UNU and TWAS there is nothing
to report. IUGG’s affiliated association,
IAG, has a 150th anniversary meeting in
Potsdam in early September and Soyez will
represent IGU.
EUROGEO/EUGEO. President Kolossov
and Bellezza will attend the EUROGEO
annual meeting in Rome in September.
There will be representation from EUGEO;
IGU representatives will attempt to facilitate
better relations between the two
organisations.
ICA. The ICA is scheduled to hold its next
Congress in Germany in late August; it is
considered important that the IGU
consolidate its relationship with the
cartographers and, in addition to the
participation of the joint IGU/ICA
Commission on Toponymy, S-G Meadows
will represent the IGU and attend the
opening day of the congress on behalf of the
IGU.

International
Congresses and
Conferences

Geographical
IGU Regional

Cologne, International Geographical
Congress 2012. Soyez reported on progress
with the formal written report of the
meeting. Although there have been delays,
it is still intended to publish this before the
end of the year. Media products are
published but remain to be circulated more
widely.
Kyoto, Japan Regional Conference 2013.
Himiyama reported that more than 1400
delegates have thus far registered from 69
countries, more than 600 from Japan.
Presentations exceed 1250, many of which
are in Commission sessions. Significant
external funding has been raised to facilitate

the meeting which has several parallel
events and exhibitions, including public
lectures and a map exhibition. Prince
Akishino and his wife will be attending the
opening ceremony. Six of the excursions
have been confirmed (originally 16 were
proposed).
A special commemorative
publication, published by Springer, has
unfortunately not been published in time but
will be available early in 2014. The official
report of the Conference is scheduled for
distribution in September 2013. Members
of the Kyoto Regional Conference Local
Organising Committee attended for further
discussion of this item.
Krakow, Poland Regional Conference
2014. President Kolossov reported on the
visit that he and S-G Meadows had made to
the conference venue in May 2013. The
second circular is being distributed at the
Kyoto conference. The venue is at the new
campus of the Jagellonian University and,
although this is on the outskirts of the city,
free public transport is being arranged for
the delegates. Everything is going to plan
and the meeting promises to be a successful
one. The MoU is to be co-signed shortly.
Moscow, Russia Regional Conference
2015. Dates are confirmed for 17th to 21st
August 2015. A short video will be shown
at the Kyoto closing ceremony and the first
circular will be distributed and a more
comprehensive version is planned. The
intention is to make the scientific
programme as varied as possible, including
a special event for school teachers and a
special session on teaching geography at
University. The main venue is confirmed as
Moscow State University. Field excursions
are planned to, for example, St Petersburg,
the ‘Golden Ring’, the Volga River and
Kiev, as well as one-day excursions within
the city.
Beijing,
China
International
Geographical Congress 2016. VP Qin
reported that dates are now confirmed by the
LOC as 21st to 25th August 2016 (note the
change), at the National Conference Centre,
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around which there is a good range of hotels,
restaurants and other facilities.
The
Scientific Programme Committee is under
construction and wishes to incorporate
members from the IGU EC meeting.
Attempts are underway to minimize the cost
of registration.
Regional Conference 2018 invitations:
Lima and Taipei. Former VP AlcantaraAyala attended the EGAL meeting with a
view to establishing the viability of their
holding a regional conference and had
reported positively. The original ChinaTaipei proposal has been withdrawn;, the
Peruvian National Committee is to be
invited to submit a revised and complete
proposal (Kolossov, Meadows).
International Geographical Congress
2020. Dr Barbaros Gönençgil attended the
meeting for this item and circulated notes
updating the EC on progress. Letters of
support have now been received from more
than 30 academic departments in Turkey as
well other interdisciplinary bodies. The
venue and dates are not yet finalized but a
date of 10th to 15th August has been
tentatively proposed. There is a strong
desire to hold it at university premises and
keep registration fees as low as possible.
Extraordinary
2022
International
Geographical Congress. Possible hosts
need to be approached by the appointed Task
Force so that developments can be discussed
at the next EC meeting.
International Geographical Congress
2024. There has been a tentative approach
from a company in Vancouver regarding a
possible bid but, given that any formal
approach must come directly from Canadian
Geographers, the President was requested to
write to the Chair of the Canadian National
IGU Committee (Kolossov).

Honors and Awards
Honors and Awards Committee. All
proposed members of the newly established

committee have accepted their invitations.
It was agreed to invite Jan Monk to chair the
committee.
IGU Planet and Humanity Medal. EC
members were again encouraged to consider
possible worthy recipients with outstanding
global reputations in the field. Suggestions
were made as to possible nominations that
can be conveyed to the Honors and Awards
Committee for their consideration with
appropriate timing.
Mattei Dogan Prize for Human
Geography. A nomination has been made
to the ISSC but there has been no response
as yet. The status of the IGU Mattei Dogan
prize remains to be established (Kolossov,
Abler).
IGU Lauréat d’Honneur. The nominated
candidate is present in Kyoto and the award
conferred at the closing ceremony. The
recipient, Professor Ton Dietz, accepted the
award and made the remarks attached to the
minutes as Appendix 1.

Other Business
It was agreed to have a brief EC review
session ahead of the Kyoto Regional
Meeting Closing Ceremony on Friday 9th
August at 08h30 in the EC meeting room at
the conference venue. EC Members agreed
to sign the petition protesting the recent
decision by the Russian Government to
reform the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 12h30 on Sunday
4th August 2013.

Continuation
The EC reconvened on Friday 9th August
2013 in order to receive reports on IGU
activities and special sessions at the Kyoto
Regional Conference.
21

- 22 -

The meeting was chaired by President
Vladimir Kolossov, who welcomed
Secretary-General Mike Meadows and
Vice-Presidents Ron Abler, Dietrich Soyez,
RB Singh, Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn,
Yukio Himiyama and Jarkko Saarinen.
President Kolossov congratulated VP Abler
on his award and Honorary Membership of
the Kyoto Geographical Society and
presented him with a small memento on
behalf of the Executive Committee.
Commission Chairs Meeting.
SG
Meadows will send out a request for Annual
Reports from Commissions (and Olympiad
Task Force) in the next few weeks; EC
members are encouraged to reinforce
contact with their respective Commissions
at this time. The San Francisco declaration
was endorsed and this can now be signed by
the President on behalf of the EC. The text
of the declaration, indicating that the EC has
endorsed this, is also to be circulated to
Commission and National Committee
chairs. The idea of a Commission prize was
positively received and a draft of the criteria
document will be circulated by SG
Meadows.
Santiago Regional Conference 2018. SG
Meadows and VP Bellezza met briefly with
the Chair of the Local Organising
Committee, Juan Manuel Delgado Estrada,
and clarified what is required for the
submission of a final bid document.
EC Calendar.
President Kolossov
presented plans for the next EC meeting that
would involve an extended excursion to
Suzdal and that this would involve an
additional day over and above the usual four
days in total. The schedule would involve
arrivals on 26th April 2013, departures from
late on 30th April 2013. It is suggested that
each VP prepare a short written report ahead
of this meeting.
IGU Publications. The journals session
was well attended. Several issues emerged
in discussion. The idea of using the IGU
website for pre-publications and open
review for manuscripts was discussed. VPs

Kellerman, Abler, Bellezza, Soyez and SG
Meadows to explore this issue further. The
journals paper session had been well
attended. The co-authors of the paper are
requested to provide a one page abstract of
their paper for wider circulation.
OurSus.
VP Kellerman provided a
summary of the meeting and this is attached
to the minutes as Appendix 1. A letter to
National
Committee
and
selected
Committee chairs to be drafted (Kolossov)
updating them on the initiative, including a
pdf version of the flyer that was circulated at
the meeting.
IYGU. There is an urgent need for Chairs
to contact their respective national
UNESCO representatives and the letter
requesting this should be co-signed by
President Kolosov and Benno Werlen. The
EC urges Werlen to ensure that there is
adequate representation in the committee
structure of IYGU.
Academic Teaching. Several good
suggestions have emerged from the special
session, including the possibility of
developing expert groups of peers or
mentors for young scholars, resources in
relation to didactics and curriculum, to be
made available on the website, running
didactic training courses during IGU
Conferences and Congresses.
VP
Droogleever-Fortuijn will take the issue
forward with Joop van der Schee.
Homo
Sapiens
Foundation.
This
organisation is urging the IGU to sign the ‘1
Atmosphere’
declaration.
Further
information is needed before an
endorsement is possible.
Academica Sinica is seeking nominations
for a major new prize, the Tang Prize in
‘Sustainable Development’. EC members
are requested to consider possible nominees
and inform the chair by the end of August to
facilitate
completing
the
necessary
documentation ahead of the closing date.
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IGU Archives follow-up. Decisions need
to be made regarding the manner in which
IGU archives are collected (for example,
voluntary or compulsory). Further feedback
will be available following VP Soyez’ visit
to Leipzig.

Appendix 1: Speech by Professor Ton
Dietz in acceptance of the IGU Lauréat
d’Honneur, presented at the closing
ceremony of the Kyoto Regional
Conference, 9th August 2013.
Dear colleagues.
Currently I am director of an area studies
institute, the African Studies Centre in
Leiden, in my home country, the
Netherlands. I am doing that as a
geographer: trained to connect different
perspectives, different levels of scale,
different paradigms and being holistic. I am
most grateful to the world organization of
geographers to honour me with this laureat
d’honneur. Some years ago, I have been
serving the IGU for a period of eight years
as the Country representative from the
Netherlands. And after that I was active in
two capacities, which are both important to
strengthen global geography as a relevant
discipline, I think. So let me give you my
brief thoughts about those two IGU projects.
The first one has to do with publication
cultures. When I started my career as an
academic geographer, as a student in
Nijmegen and as a young lecturer at the
University of Amsterdam, many Dutch
geographers were still teaching and writing
in Dutch, and as students we had to read a
lot of books and journal articles, in many
languages: my own native language, but also
French, German and English and some of us
even went beyond that. That was in the
1970s. Now, forty years later, geographers
who want to climb the academic ladder only
seem to be able to do so if they publish one
article after another in so-called top-level
journals in English. The inventory of
geographical journals that I have assisted in
setting up and that can be found on the IGU
website, shows that there are many, many

more relevant journals in our discipline and
sub-disciplines, and that many of those are
not in English and do not seem to get
academic recognition in circles who decide
about academic careers. Geography has to
play a key role in national education, in
regional planning and in environmental
governance, where academic knowledge
merges with other types of knowledges. But
if geographers turn their back to these
stakeholders, who are mostly using their
national language, geography itself will
wither away. IGU HAS to play a role, I
think, in fighting against the ever-growing
monopoly of knowledge dissemination by
commercial publication firms in the
English-speaking world.
The second project is even more important,
I think. In my country there is an almost
complete split between physical geography
and human or socio-economic geography.
As a result Dutch geographers and
geography institutes have largely missed the
opportunities of playing key roles in
environmental issues. This is true for big
global issues like climate change and
biodiversity conservation. But it is also true
for all those issues that you can connect with
sustainable cities. Elsewhere, and in IGU,
physical and human geographers are still
together. But also there many of the eyecatching scholars dealing with global and
urban environmental issues are not
geographers. They are biologists or
historians or economists. For many years
now I have been trying, with some dedicated
colleagues, to re-engage geography, a joint
geography, with these big environmental
issues. Thanks to the enthusiasm and
dedication of some Chinese colleagues, two
of whom are here today as well, the website
Our Sustainable Cities (oursus.org) can
become a powerful tool for this
reengagement. And it could also develop
into a tool for IGU to lead a global
movement of inspiration for our sustainable
cities, sharing insights, and connecting to
relevant key players in business and policy
communities, and, through social media,
with the general public and the youth in
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particular. Please join us! Crossing
boundaries and connecting people and ideas
for inclusive and sustainable development in
this world of ours: that is what geographers
can and should do!
Let me end with a few words of
appreciation. I would like to share this great
honour with all those geographers and others
who have prepared me for this academic
prize. I would particularly like to thank my
teachers and colleagues at the University of
Amsterdam, including my wife Annemieke,
who was trained as a geographer as well.
And I would like to thank the IGU Executive
Committee for supporting the Journals
project and the Sustainable Cities project.
Finally, let me thank the German
geographers who succeeded to bring
geography down to earth in 2012, and the
Japanese geographers who brought
geography close to heaven in this
magnificent city of Kyoto in 2013. Okini!
Arigado! Dank!

Appendix 2: OurSus Summary; report
by Aharon Kellerman 20130809

Current status: The project is now half-way
in its way to full functioning. Beginning in
2010, the project has now a full double
Internet infrastructure, in English and
Chinese. There are numerous cities
presented on the websites and many
academics and professionals making use of
it, albeit still mainly from China.

'Internal' challenges: By this we refer to
challenges within the global geography
community. There is a pressing need to
mobilize geographers worldwide to join the
project, whether as presenters of cities
and/or as experts. It was suggested that you
will approach the relevant commission
chairs and even suggest to them that the
project will become also a commission
project. I let the commission chairs know
about your upcoming request in the
commission chairs' meeting which followed
the OurSus session. It was further suggested
that you approach the chairs of the national
committees, attempting to establish national
commissions in liaison of the project. You
may also wish to consider the establishment
of an international steering committee for
the project.
'External' challenges: By this we refer to the
relationships between the project and the
business community,
which awaits
development. Given the Chinese rather
mature use of the project, it was suggested
that the efforts made so far to attract Chinese
businesses will continue, eventually leading
to efforts directed to companies in other
parts of the world.

Future plans: The project will reach full
maturity in 2016 towards the IGC in Beijing,
China. By then, it will have a wide and
internationally balanced representation of
both cities and users. Furthermore, it is
expected that by then that the business
component will yield income to the IGU, for
assisting scholars from developing countries
wishing to take part in IGU activities.
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International Geographical Union
Executive Committee Meeting
Moscow, Russia
26-28 April 2014
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and
Introductions
The meeting was chaired by President
Vladimir
Kolosov,
who
welcomed
Secretary-General Mike Meadows and
Vice-Presidents Ron Abler, Dietrich Soyez,
RB Singh, Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn,
Giuliano Bellezza, Aharon Kellerman and
Qin Dahe. Jarkko Saarinen was able to
participate via Skype. Yukio Himiyama was
unable to attend.

Adoption of the Agenda
The agenda, prepared and distributed in
advance of the meeting, was adopted with
the addition of items relating to IGU
publications and on the International
Geographical Bibliography.

Minutes
The minutes of the Kyoto August 2013
meeting had previously been approved via
email and were tabled for noting.

Organization and Operations
Executive Committee Member Reports.
All members except one had submitted
personal reports on their activities in relation
to the IGU. It was agreed that highlights in
these reports be summarised in the
President’s introductory comments for the
next IGU e-Newsletter (Kolosov, Bellezza).
Executive Committee Calendar 2013-14.
The upcoming EC calendar was tabled is as
follows: Krakow, Poland; arrival 14th
August 2014, meeting 15th and 17th August,

Excursion 16th August, thereafter attend the
Regional Conference. Cape Town, South
Africa: December 2014: arrivals 11th
December, meeting 12th and 13th, field
excursion 14th, departures 15th. It was
agreed to inform all nominated VicePresidential candidates of the proposed
dates to allow them to diarise in the event of
their election (Meadows).
IGU Elections 2014. It was agreed that the
ballot should be held as soon as possible.
There is only one nomination for SecretaryGeneral and Treasurer, and seven candidates
for the four Vice-Presidential vacancies. An
independent teller will be appointed to
receive the votes as had been the case in the
2010 elections (Abler to contact the
individual concerned).
IGU Country Membership Report. Two
formal membership applications have been
received during the last few months, viz.
Kazakhstan and Serbia.
Formal
authorisation of new member countries
requires the approval of the General
Assembly but it is accepted that his can be
conducted via email; it was therefore agreed
to add this vote to the VP election ballot via
email (Meadows). An inquiry regarding
membership has been received from
Myanmar and SG Meadows has already
followed this up. Colombia has recently
renewed its membership and Tunisia has
brought its status into good financial
standing. There has been correspondence
with representatives of several other
countries regarding membership and EC
members are encouraged to us their own
contacts in regard to membership (all EC
members).
Negotiations regarding
membership also continue with Gabon.
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Soyez recently attended a meeting in
Morocco and had an opportunity to promote
the IGU and agreed to follow the matter up
with local contacts (Soyez).
Commission and Task Force Reports and
Excellence Awards. Annual reports have
been received from all but one of the
Commissions. The sub-committee (chaired
by Drooglever-Fortuijn) appointed to select
the Commission to receive the 2013
excellence award agreed to convene and
consider the award on the basis of the annual
reports and report its recommendation to the
Secretary-General by the end of May 2014.
The reports suggest that all commissions are
indeed active, although clearly some are
more so and still others that are especially
vigorous and even innovative. It is hoped
that the award (US$2500) can be presented
at a plenary session in Krakow subject to the
agreement of the local organisers, although
this is rather late notice (Kolosov to contact
the Krakow LOC).
IGU Financial Report and Projection.
Meadows reported that the financial
situation of the IGU remains reasonably
sound, despite weakness of the South
African Rand. It seems an approximately
break-even year-end is the most likely
scenario, provided that the currency
exchange rate remains within the anticipated
range. Means of increasing IGU funding
were discussed and Abler agreed to
approach his personal contact again with a
view to a further contribution. National
mapping agencies were suggested as a
potential source of income but personal
contacts are without doubt the only
meaningful way forward. Kolosov was
asked to approach some possible new
sponsors as suggested by the EC members.
IYGU. Benno Werlen submitted several
documents highlighting progress in regard
to the proposed UN-IYGU. It is anticipated
that the formal proposal will be tabled as an
agenda item at the next UN General
Assembly on 16th September 2014,
whereafter the various elements of the

initiative can be implemented. Werlen
remains active in lobbying for this among
various communities, both political and
scientific, and has requested IGU to ask our
National Committees (and others) to write to
the relevant national authorities in support of
IYGU. Following adoption of the IYGU, it
will be possible to encourage the
Commissions and National Committees to
become
more
practically involved.
Kolosov agreed to approach the GeoUnions
again with regard to possible financial
commitment (Meadows to draft the letter).
There was discussion about the profile of
IGU profile on the IYGU website. The EC
commended BennoWerlen on the excellent
progress made with this initiative and it has
become a flagship project for the IGU.
IGU Handbook. Abler tabled a draft
version of the revised handbook. EC
members agreed to review this and pass
comments back to Abler for editorial
changes before publication on the website.
Gabon workshop.
Soyez attended a
meeting in Gabon regarding plans to
organise an international workshop in
November
aimed
at
encouraging
participation among Francophone African
geographers in particular. Unfortunately
there has been slower progress by the local
organisers than anticipated; the conference
seems ambitious given the very short time
period for preparations. The lack of a formal
agreement remains an impediment but it was
agreed that the meeting should be publicised
now through circulation and the website
(Meadows) as soon as further details
become available.
The financial
commitment requested of IGU is modest but
it is also expected that IGU should be
represented at the meeting (including some
EC members if possible) and this could
involve further costs which will need to be
monitored and minimised. There was
discussion as to who might be approached as
IGU ‘representatives’ in this context and
Soyez agreed to pursue this further. A
French version of the IGU Brochure will be
required for distribution at that meeting.
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Yves Boquet has performed translation tasks
for the EC over many years and is to be
approached again in this regard (Meadows).
The EC noted with appreciation Boquet’s
consistent and selfless commitment to
translating various IGU documents.
Sustainable Cities ‘Oursus’. Ton Dietz
submitted a detailed report and Kellerman
highlighted the main points. Oursus is
planned to reach full maturity in time for the
2016 Beijing Congress. There will be a
presentation at Krakow illustrating progress.
Between 2014 and 2016 it is anticipated that
up to 70 Chinese cities will be on the website
but the challenge now is to get cities from
outside China represented. It was agreed
that assessment of advertisements posted to
the site should be the joint responsibility of
the Chinese team and Dietz. It is agreed that
it is time to establish an international
steering
committee
under
the
chairpersonship of Ton Dietz; Singh agreed
to forward a list of suggested names to Dietz
via Kellerman. The organisers are to be
asked to invite georaphers onto their team.
Information and requests reqarding Oursus
should be sent to National Committee chairs
and Commissions as part of the next general
communication from Kolosov.
IGU Expansion. Kolosov agreed to write
to the Director of the Royal Geographical
Society to foster greater co-operation with
this organisation and it was agreed that
Abler would approach the American
Association of Geographers if its officers
would be prepared to help further distribute
the IGU eNewsletter. There is a definite
need to market IGU globally, especially
given its evolving character. The suggestion
that national geographical association
contacts be approached (via the National
Committees) was reaffirmed with a view to
their providing a link from their websites to
the IGU website. Abler reported briefly on
the IGU booth at the recent AAG in Tampa
and was pleased to note the substantial
number of younger delegates who expressed
an interest in IGU activities. EC members
need to be more active in communicating

with their respective National Committee
and Commission and Task Force portfolio
contacts and try to ensure that
communications about IGU are distributed
more widely. Commission chairs to be
encouraged to try to expand their
membership and this matter would be raised
in
the
President’s
next
general
communication.
Drooglever-Fortuijn
agreed to scrutinise annual reports to explore
temporal trends in IGU Commission
membership.
IGU Regional Networks. The eastern
european regional network continues to be
active and will meet in Baku in September
2014. There are regular activities in relation
to regional networking in China and Japan,
in Europe (indirectly) through EUROGEO
and, in Latin America (indirectly), through
EGAL. Kolosov agreed to write to Irasema
Alcantara-Ayala to request that she provide
additional points of contact with EGAL if
possible. Mediterranean and Latin America
networks are now represented as formally
established IGU Commissions. Nordic
Geographers meet every second year and
have a long and successful history of
collaboration although connection to the
IGU is not obvious. Saarinen will attend the
next meeting of Nordic geographers in
Tallin and distribute the IGU brochure.
Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task
Force.
The letter of invitation to the
proposed members of this committee drafted
by Abler now needs to be sent to them by
Kolosov. It was agreed that the Krakow
Regional Conference should be used to get
this task force underway and invitations to
attend the conference should be sent to the
ten initial members (Kolosov).
IGU Website and IGU Social Networking.
The website re-design is complete and
operating efficiently with the exception of
the Journals Project search engine which
requires
some
further
refinement
(Meadows). The Facebook page for IGU
continues to attract some interest but needs
to be updated more frequently and it was
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suggested that this could be a possible
portfolio for one of the incoming Vice
Presidents following the election. French
and Arabic versions of the main elements of
the site still need to be developed. Meadows
also agreed to set up a Twitter account for
IGU and monitor its use.
IGU Bulletin. Meadows is collating the
documents for Volume 63 for 2013 which
should be available for distribution in time
for the Krakow Regional Conference. The
matter of whether or not to produce a printed
copy (and how many) was discussed and it
was agreed to reduce the print run to 200 and
make a digital copy available on the website
in future.
IGU E-Newsletter Update. The newsletter
still plays an essential role in
communicating to the broader community.
Given that Bellezza is retiring from the EC
in Kyoto, the matter of how to continue this
was discussed. Bellezza has offered to
continue to do the editing and distribution
and the EC accepted this offer with
gratitude.
Distribution can be further
enhanced through the cooperation of
conference and congress local organising
committees where possible/legal.
Archives. Meadows reported that he had
visited the archives in January 2014 and met
with the Director of the Leibniz Institute for
Regional Geography (IfL) at Leipzig and the
individuals responsible for curating the
relocated IGU archives. He noted that the
archives are now being curated in a
completely professional manner and there is
a need to help the archivists to maintain
these into the future. There remain some
important gaps, in particular material prior
to 1956 (which is held by the RGS in
London) and material for the last few years
during the terms of office of Secretaries
General Yu, Abler and Meadows. Meadows
agreed to provide the archivist with
electronic versions of all IGU files from
2010 onwards and Abler would do the same
for the period prior to this. The archivists
have expressed a desire to hold actual

versions of the various awards where
possible and are especially keen to receive
photographs etc. of IGU events etc.
Commissions are to be encouraged to send
copies of all publications to the archives,
indeed some already do so as a matter of
course. There is a notable shortage of
conference
materials
(programmes,
abstracts etc.) from recent years in
particular. Meadows agreed to write to IGU
Commission and National Committee
chairs, as well as chairs of local organising
committees of recent conferences and
congresses to inform them of the need for
archival material. The matter of the pre1956 material was discussed at length and it
was agreed that, ideally, this should be
integrated with the existing archives.
Kolosov agreed to approach the RGS with a
view to resolving this issue (Meadows to
draft the letter).
Dialogue Project. The Google Channel for
the Dialogue Project is now operational and
the pilot site is working well with more than
30 of the interviews already available for
streaming. The channel needs to be linked
to the IGU home page and requires some
explanatory text and an acknowledgement to
Lund University for agreeing to make the
material available in this way.
IGU and Academic Teaching in
Geography. Droogleever-Fortuijn reported
that the special session in relation to this
matter at the Kyoto Regional Conference
had resulted in a lively discussion and
further activities are planned for Krakow.
This is also one of the themes for the
Moscow Regional Conference in 2015.
Image of Geography. Soyez reported on a
recent major survey in Germany regarding
the ‘image’ of Geography. The survey
explored the image of the discipline through
three constituencies, viz. the broader public,
the media, and resource managers. The
survey was conducted by a professional
organisation and more than 26000 people
were approached, yielding 2000 responses.
Evaluation of the survey is now ongoing in
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working groups at several institutions and
results are to be published in due course.
The results of the survey are of considerable
interest to the international community and
a summary in English should be developed,
distributed to the IGU community and made
available via the IGU website (Soyez).
International
Geographical
Bibliography.
The bibliography is
published
annually
and
includes
bibliographic details and abstracts of
geographical publications.
Historically,
there has been an annual subvention of
US$1000 but this has not been requested
since 2010. It was agreed to support this
again provided that the IGU logo appears in
a prominent place on the cover. Kolosov
agreed to ascertain if there is an electronic
version that could be made available via the
IGU website and to provide the SecretaryGeneral and Treasurer with the contact
details so that he can send them a pro forma
invoice for the subvention.
IGU Publications. Ton Dietz has compiled
a first draft of the jointly authored paper
developed from the presentation made at the
Kyoto conference; it is hoped that this will
be published. Singh reported on responses
to the newly established Springer series on
Geography and Environmental Sciences
which is targeted especially at IGU
commissions and task forces. Five volumes
are already in preparation, three emanating
from the Rohtak meeting in 2013, one on
Megacities and one by the Commission on
Geographical Education.
Priorities and Long Term Strategy.
Kolosov agreed to develop some ideas about
the longer term for IGU and present them to
the next EC meeting in Krakow.

Cooperation and Outreach
Festival International de Géographie.
Kolosov reported that are new contacts at
FIG. The Mayor of St Die is now Mr David
Valence and J-P Pitte has been replaced by
Louis Marou as chair of the organising

committee. Unfortunately, it appears that
financial support from the local organisers
for IGU participation at the festival in 2014
will not be possible.
IGU remains
committed to maintaining links with this
event. Soyez reported on his attendance at
the 2013 festival where he had presented the
customary IGU lecture. He agreed to attend
again on behalf of IGU for 2014, where the
national theme will be the British Isles, and
while there also try to promote the Gabon
meeting
of
Francophone
African
geographers.
IGU Representatives on International
Bodies. Etienne Nel submitted a report
documenting the activities of CROP. Ruth
Fincher submitted a report on ISSC (see
below). There is no news concerning the
nomination of Haruyama to the IRDR. Qin
has been nomimated by IGU to the Joint
Scientific Committee of the World Climate
Research Programme.
ICSU. Meadows noted that ahead of the
ICSU General Assembly in New Zealand in
September 2014, the ICSU Executive
Director had requested a response from the
Unions to a number of key ICSU initiatives.
A response was prepared by Kolosov,
Meadows and Himiyama that indicated IGU
activities in relation to ICSU.
Abler
provided a timeous response to the ICSU
survey of Unions indicating IGU positive
attitudes to co-operation with associated
Unions within the ICSU family.
GeoUnions. Abler also attended the most
recent meeting of the GeoUnions in Antalya,
Turkey, in October. ICSU elections were
discussed and agreement to caucus around
GeoUnions nominees which include Orhan
Altan (IUGG) and Abler (IGU). Singh
commented that, apart from Future Earth,
IRDR, Urban Health and Wellbeing and
CODATA are especially important. IGU
has existing or planned nominees on all three
committees.
Future Earth.
Qin provided a brief
perspective on Future Earth, since he and
Karen O’Brian are geographers on its
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Scientific Committee. The first meeting of
the Scientific Committee took place in
November in South Africa and a second
meeting is planned for June in Beijing. IGU
participants have been invited to the meeting
of the China National Committee for Future
Earth to take place in China in July. Singh
reported on the establishment in India of a
joint committee of several scientific bodies,
including IGU, in relation to Future Earth,
while Soyez noted that the German National
Committee for Future Earth appears not to
contain any geographers.
ICSU has
requested each Union to write a letter to the
Future Earth Scientific Committee as to how
they may contribute to the goals of Future
Earth. This matter should be raised in the
next communication with Commission
chairs (Kolosov and Meadows).
ISSC. Information is received regularly
about ISSC activities and former VP Ruth
Fincher was re-elected at the General
Assembly in Moscow and submitted a
report, where Kellerman had also presented
a paper. President Kolosov had been unable
to attend the meeting. Fincher brought
attention to the opportunity for funding
through
the
Transformations
to
Sustainability Programme funding call.
Meadows agreed to circulate this again to
the IGU community as the closing date is
31st May 2014. Regional networks appear
especially to be encouraged in this initiative.
EUROGEO/EUGEO. President Kolosov
and Bellezza attended the conference in
Rome in 2013 and engaged in discussions
with Karl Donert and others regarding
collaboration. Following this, Henk Ottens
and Joop van der Schyff organised a small
workshop in Utrecht in February to develop
a joint IGU/EUROGEO/EUGEO project in
geographical education and this was
attended by Kolosov who will now attend
the May EUROGEO meeting in Malta to
help further the initiative. Kolosov gave a
presentation on the status of Geography as a
school subject in particular and how the joint
project could help to address the apparent
problems. Compared to the situation of just
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one year ago it was noted that there appears
to be good progress in regard to
collaboration between IGU and EUROGEO.
YES. It was agreed that Meadows would
represent IGU at the Third International
Congress of Young Earth Scientists (YES)
in Dar es Salaam (11th to 14th August 2014)
and will write to the local organisers to
explore the possibility of an address at the
opening ceremony.
ICA. Meadows reported that he had made a
brief presentation at the opening ceremony
of
the
International
Cartographic
Association Congress in Dresden in
September 2013 on behalf of the IGU.
JBGIS. Soyez attended the JBGIS meeting
in Potsdam in 2014 on behalf of IGU. The
VALID (Value of Geoinformation for
Disaster Risk and Management) publication,
which contains contributions from IGU,
now needs to be appropriately distributed. It
was agreed that the remaining copies should
be brought to the Krakow Regional
Conference (Soyez). It was suggested that
IGU attempt to stay connected with JBGIS
in a manner that does not involve significant
cost and that this be a portfolio responsibility
for one of the incoming Vice-Presidents.

International
Congresses and
Conferences

Geographical
IGU Regional

Kyoto, Japan Regional Conference 2013.
The final report has been prepared and
distributed as well as a book containing the
keynote addresses.
Krakow, Poland Regional Conference
2014. Some 25 travel grants of either
US$1000 or US$500 (depending on
domicile of the delegate) have been awarded
to candidates, mainly from the developing
world. Meadows reported that there has
been a very encouraging response in that
virtually all awardees have paid registration
and confirmed attendance.
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Moscow, Russia Regional Conference
2015. Members of the Moscow LOC
attended for this item and gave an illustrated
presentation about the location and
organisation of activities.
Dates are
confirmed for 16th (registration opens) to
21st August (closing ceremony) 2015 and
the conference website is fully operational.
The Chair of the organising committee is Mr
Shoygu, President of the Russian
Geographical Society, as it is being jointly
organised by this body as well as the
Institute of Geography of the Russian
Academy of Sciences and the Department of
Geography Lomonosov Moscow State
University.
Joint Deputy-Chairs are
Professors Kotlykov and Kasimov. The
Programme Committee has suggested the
scientific themes which are: Urban
Environment, Polar Studies, Climate
Change, Global Conflicts and Regional
Sustainability.
The session proposal
deadline is 15th October 2014, early
registration opens on 1st November 2014.
Early registration fee is US$399 to 10th
April 2015. The venue is the main campus
of the Lomonosov Moscow State
University.
Beijing,
China
International
Geographical Congress 2016.
Qin
reported that dates are now confirmed by the
LOC as 21st to 25th August 2016 (note the
change), at the National Conference Centre,
and the Chinese government has agreed to
subsidise the costs of hiring this venue. The
Chinese Geography Society has been in
contact with its various working groups to
develop themes for the conference. The first
circular will be available for distribution at
the Krakow Regional Conference. The cost
is likely to be US$400 for early-bird
registration and financial support for
younger and developing world delegates is
planned. It was suggested that presentations
be encouraged from the main players in
Future Earth, ISSC and ICA and possibly
from representatives of cognate disciplines.

Regional Conference 2018. Delgado has
submitted documentation in French and
Spanish regarding the nomination of Lima,
Peru, as host city for the Regional
Conference in Lima in 2018. There are
plans to launch a website in 2015 but there
is no LOC yet in place and no final decision
on a venue. Details regarding the
organisation remain incomplete. It was
therefore decided that there should be a
further call to National Committees to
propose candidates for a 2018 Regional
Conference (Meadows).
The Peruvian
National Committee would have the
opportunity to submit relevant further
information and Delgado is to be invited to
present a revised and extended proposal
along with any other candidate cities in
Krakow in August 2014.
International Geographical Congress
2020. There is nothing further to report at
this stage.
Extraordinary
International
Geographical Congress 2022. The French
National Committee is planning to host the
extraordinary
Congress
and
communications between an initial
organising committee and Kolosov is
underway. There needs to be liaison
between this group and the Centennial Task
Force; Abler agreed to amend the terms of
reference for the Task Force accordingly.
International Geographical Congress
2024. There are no further developments. A
call should go out for candidate cities during
2015.

Honors and Awards
Honors and Awards Committee. Ruth
Fincher is now the chair of this committee
and is the point of contact for all
nominations.
IGU Lauréat d’Honneur.
Names of
possible candidates were discussed and it
was decided to initiate formal nomination
and submit these to the Honors and Awards
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Committee for possible award at the
Regional Krakow or Beijing as appropriate.
Abler agreed to draft the nomination.
IGU Planet and Humanity Medal. EC
members were again encouraged to consider
possible worthy recipients with outstanding
global reputations in the field. This should
definitely be awarded in 2016 at the
Congress. Following discussion, it was
agreed to nominate an individual and
develop a nomination for submission to the
Honors and Awards Committee. Qin agreed
to draft the nomination assisted by Abler and
Meadows.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 16h10 on Monday
28th April 2014.

Mattei Dogan Prize for Human
Geography. The status of the IGU Mattei
Dogan prize is still to be established.
Kolosov agreed to write to the appropriate
authorities (in French) to establish if this is
available for award.
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International Geographical Union
Executive Committee Meeting
Krakow, Poland
16-18 August 2014
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and
Introductions
The meeting was chaired by President
Vladimir
Kolosov,
who
welcomed
Secretary-General Mike Meadows and
Vice-Presidents Ron Abler, Dietrich Soyez,
RB Singh, Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn,
Giuliano Bellezza, Jarkko Saarinen, Yukio
Himiyama, Aharon Kellerman and Qin
Dahe.

Adoption of the Agenda
The agenda, prepared and distributed in
advance of the meeting, was adopted with
the addition of item on the Eco-forum.

Minutes
The minutes of the Moscow April 2014
meeting, previously approved via email,
were tabled for reference.

Organization and Operations
Executive Committee Member Reports.
Most members had submitted brief reports
on their recent IGU-related activities ahead
of the meeting.
Executive Committee Calendar 2013-14.
The upcoming EC calendar was tabled as
follows: Cape Town, South Africa:
December 2014: arrivals 11th December,
meeting 12th and 13th, field excursion 14th,
departures 15th. It was agreed to meet with
those new Vice-Presidents who are present
in Kraków at a time to be arranged during
the meeting. The possibility of holding the
first 2015 meeting immediately ahead of the
AAG in Chicago was discussed with

favourable response but it was agreed to
hold off a final decision until the new VicePresidents were settled in. The AAG dates
are April 21st to April 25th, so a tentative
schedule would seem to be: arrival 17th
April, meeting 18th and 19th, possible
excursion 20th, whereafter attend the AAG.
The dates could move one day back if the
excursion was half-day only.
IGU Executive Committee Elections
2014. The election of three new VicePresidents - Elena dell’Agnese, Zhou
Chenghu and Iain Hay - was reported as well
as the re-election of Yukio Himiyama and
Secretary-General and Treasurer Mike
Meadows.
It was suggested that the
independent teller be asked to provide
information as to which eligible countries
had actually participated in the election.
IGU Country Membership Report. The
two formal membership applications
received, Kazakhstan and Serbia, were both
approved as full members via e-mail ballot
circulated to General Assembly voting
members at the time of the executive
committee members’ election. There has
been follow-up correspondence with
Myanmar, Bosnia, Botswana, Morocco and
Uganda as well as Gabon; Iran has also
expressed interest.
Commission and Task Force Reports and
Excellence Awards. The 2014 Excellence
Award will be awarded at the closing
ceremony of the Kraków Regional
Conference to the Commission on Gender
and Geography and their chair, or
representative, will be afforded the privilege
of making a keynote presentation at the
Moscow Regional Conference in 2015. The
prize of US$2500 will be forwarded to the
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Commission in due course. Joos
Droogleever-Fortuijn
had
analysed
Commission membership reports in terms of
their geographical origins etc. and presented
the data. In 2013 there were approximately
9000 members, although 10 out of the 40
Commissions did not submit detailed lists.
It is estimated that c10,000+ individuals are
members of IGU commissions which
represents an increase of 46% over 2012,
from 141 countries. There is a strong
domination of European and USA
membership but some commissions have
significant memberships from Asia.
Strategies to improve the situation were
discussed including encouraging more
commissions to formally report on their
memberships, to target special activities for
underrepresented regions, including Africa,
the Middle East, and former Soviet Union
countries. IGU should also encourage the
organisation of commission meetings to be
held in under-represented regions.
IGU Financial Report and Projection.
Meadows reported that the financial
situation of the IGU remains sound. There
should be a surplus of approximately
US$25-30,000 to take forward into 2015.
Draft Strategy 2014-22. Kolosov tabled a
document outlining his ideas about IGU
strategic objectives that should be achieved
by 2022, the year of the centennial. The
document is attached as Appendix A to these
minutes. Discussion followed in which it
was noted that this strategy suggests that
IGU now should ‘reach out’ more
consistently over the next few years having
attempted in the last few years to improve its
‘in house’ operations. Regarding financial
issues, Kellerman suggested fostering and
developing relationships with international
foundations that have some interest in
geography, especially for particular research
projects. Other corporate sponsors may be
approached for support but it is recognised
that these always need personal contacts. In
respect of meetings, it was suggested that
Commissions be encouraged to develop
thematic conferences on key global issues.

Increasing membership and improving IGU
profile were also discussed, along with the
possibility of considering additional IGU
award(s). What is needed now is to develop
detailed ‘business plans’ to take the strategic
initiatives forward. Division of labour
among EC members is also a matter of
concern and it was agreed to compile a list
of responsibilities and tasks for subsequent
discussion. Kolosov agreed to develop the
business plan for 2015-16 that will be
especially useful for the incoming EC
members. In this regard, Kolosov tabled a
list of functional tasks that are required to be
completed by the IGU Executive
Committee.
Several suggestions for
additional items were made and it was
agreed to discuss the matter at a follow-up
EC meeting on Wednesday at 18h00 in the
IGU office at which the outgoing and
incoming EC members would be present.
IYGU. The matter was held over for
discussion until the visit of Benno Werlen on
Sunday morning who attended for this item,
having tabled a report ahead of the meeting.
There are ongoing attempts to ensure that the
IYGU proposal is on the agenda of the
upcoming 96th UN General Assembly in
September. Several members of UN Voting
Group 1 are expressing reservations about
the entire concept of International Years and
this presents something of a threat at the
moment. There is, however, a strong
alliance within UNESCO from countries in
Africa, South America and Asia, along with
several members of Voting Group 2.
Werlen went on to discuss progress with the
structural elements of IYGU, as well as
fundraising. Planning for Regional Action
Centres is well underway in Africa, North
and South America, Asia, Europe and
Oceania, although the Middle East remains
a challenge. Discussion followed, in which
the EC recorded its congratulations to
Werlen for the enormous effort and progress
made. The question was raised as to what,
specifically, IGU can do to support this
initiative. Werlen commented that the time
for IGU has come to mobilise all the
National Committees to prepare the ground
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for when the resolution is passed and to
encourage their colleagues to be ready to act
in 2016. It is suggested that IGU writes a
letter informing the National Committees of
progress and the imminence of the
application being tabled at the UN General
Assembly in New Zealand. They must also
be informed as to the role of Geography and
Geographers in ensuring the success of
IYGU once it is in place. Kolosov inquired
as
to
what
extent
the
EUROGEO/EUGEO/IGU education project
could be integrated with IYGU and the
response was very positive given the
obvious synergies with the bottom-up and
education components of the approach.
There are strong connections also with the
Olympiad Task Force and the Commission
on Geographical Education. Kolosov also
noted that there will be opportunities for
IGU delegates to network and promote
IYGU at the upcoming ICSU General
Assembly. It is important to emphasise that
IYGU integrates well with Future Earth in
using a bottom-up approach and that the
focus on everyday life for everyday people.
IGU Handbook. Meadows has conducted
further editing on the draft handbook and the
revised version was tabled for final revision
and adoption. Kolosov suggested that we
add geographical education to the mission
and goals of the organisation. Concerning
membership, the national membership
qualification should be clarified as well as
proposals for the establishment of a new
commission. The desire to have members
representing as wide a regional range as
possible needs to be better emphasised, and
the nature of the relationship of
commissions to the executive committee
requires clarification.
Meadows was
requested to attend to final edits and the final
version is to be made available via the
website.
Gabon workshop. The planned joint
Université
Omar
Bongo/IGU-UGI
November workshop has been postponed
and the arrangements for Gabon
geographers to participate in a joint session

at FIG in October in St. Dié remain
uncertain. The idea of the joint session is to
make a critical analysis of IGU membership
and to develop ideas about how IGU can
expand its footprint, especially among
francophone countries. It remains to be seen
if there will be Gabon representation but
efforts to encourage their involvement
continue.
Sustainable
Cities
‘Oursus’.
Unfortunately, there is no formal ‘Oursus’
session at the IGU Regional Conference in
Kraków but there is a paper being presented
by Li Qiu and co-authors which clearly
relates to this initiative.
The report
submitted by the Oursus team focuses
mainly on progress around technical aspects
and some of the concerns raised at the
Moscow EC meeting remain outstanding,
not least the need for a more consistent
integration of geographers in the on-site
team. It was agreed that Kellerman would
write to Ton Dietz to engage further with the
team to foster appropriate progress. IGU
National Committees are to be approached
with a view to their establishing national
‘centres’ or at least a network of
correspondents.
IGU Regional Networks. It had proved
impossible for Meadows to attend, as had
been agreed, the Young Earth Scientists
Congress in Dar es Salaam due to logistic
difficulties. Remaining in communication
with the executive of YES is important and
Meadows agreed to write to the YES
President to reaffirm commitment to
promoting their activities, including
providing a link on the IGU website.
Kolosov reported on the European
Geography Association for Students and
Young Geographers (EGEA) and attempts
should be made to have their representatives
present at the Moscow Regional Meeting.
Himiyama reported on a recent Asia
Oceania Geosciences Society (AOGS)
meeting in Sapporo involving over 3000
geoscientists. One of the key challenges is
how to work with the other GeoUnions to
ensure that we remain in contact with groups
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such as this and harness the potential to
connect with the discipline. Indian
geographers remain committed to involving
geographers from neighbouring countries in
the region. Kolosov reported on a meeting
of Geographers from the former CIS
countries. Saarinen reported on the planned
2015 Tallinn meeting of Nordic geographers
and the need to highlight IGU activities
there. Developing mutual website links
would appear to be a realistic way forward
(Meadows). Qin Dahe reported on the joint
China-Korea-Japan meeting that takes place
annually.
Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task
Force.
The letter of invitation to the
proposed members of this committee drafted
by Abler was sent out by Kolosov. Abler
tabled a document listing the membership so
that the committee is therefore now formally
constituted. There was discussion regarding
means by which we can ensure that there
will be a documented history (in the form of
one of more scholarly contributions) of the
IGU, published or presented in time for the
centennial. These ideas are to be conveyed
to the Task Force (Abler).
IGU Website and IGU Social Networking.
The website re-design is complete and
operating efficiently and the Journals
Project search engine is once again fully
operational. The Facebook page for IGU is
now linked to the main website so that
updates there also appear on Facebook, the
page continues to attract some interest and
‘likes’. French and Arabic versions of the
main elements of the site still need to be
developed. It was suggested that the annual
Commission reports should be available on
the website and to put an obvious link to the
Home of Geography. The Twitter account
still needs to be activated.
IGU Bulletin. Meadows is collating the
documents for Volume 63 for 2013 and, for
various reasons, has decided to delay
publication until 2014 when there will be
volume for both 2013 and 2014.

IGU E-Newsletter Update. The newsletter
continues to be produced and circulated on a
regular basis by Bellezza, who has agreed to
continue to do this, along with managing the
IGU parallel website ‘Home of Geography’.
IGU Archives.
Meadows is in
communication with the archivists in
Leipzig and will be handing over materials
to a representative at the Kraków meeting,
including an external hard-drive with all
IGU files developed since 2010. Abler
agreed to attempt to consolidate equivalent
materials for the period 2008-10. There was
discussion regarding the fact that the Royal
Geographical Society maintains IGU
materials prior to 1956. It was agreed to
explore the feasibility of reuniting the
archives and that Meadows will visit the
RGS in October and raise the issue with the
Director. Soyez noted that the agreement
with the service provider hosting the
IGC2012 website is coming to an end and
sought opinions on what should now
happen. The IGC2012 LOC is advised to
transfer the website to the Leipzig IGU
archives (means of maintaining access to
this material are still to be decided. The IGC
2012 final report should also be housed there
whenever it is complete. Former SecretaryGeneral and Treasurer Eckardt Ehlers has
indicated that he is in possession of materials
for the archives; Bellezza agreed to contact
him and inform him of the need to send this
to Leipzig.
Dialogue Project. The Google Channel for
the Dialogue Project is now operational and
the pilot site is working well with all
interviews available for streaming and some
being downloaded more than 1,000 times.
The channel is accessible from the IGU
home page, although still needs some
explanatory text and an acknowledgement to
Lund University for agreeing to make the
material available in this way (Meadows).
The idea was raised that interviews with
contemporary geographers could be
conducted to continue the project and could
form part of the centennial sesquicentennial
activities.
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IGU and Academic Teaching in
Geography. Droogleever-Fortuijn reported
that the special session in relation to this
matter is planned for the Tuesday morning
session of the Kraków Regional Conference,
as well as two workshops for young
geographers. She plans to consult with the
participants to gain an idea as to what
younger geographers expect from the IGU.
For the Moscow Regional Conference in
2015 there is planned a special day for
young geographers and a special event for
Geography teachers.
International
Geographical
Bibliography. Meadows reported that the
subvention of US$1,000 has now been paid
to the publishers and that there is a link to
this publication from the IGU website.
Springer Series. Singh reported that the
series provides an opportunity for
Commissions
(or
even
National
Committees) to develop special issues.
Three volumes are already published, viz.
Livelihood Security in Northwestern
Himalaya
(Collaborative
work
of
Geographers from India and Finland),
Climate
Change
and
Biodiversity:
Proceedings of IGU Rohtak Conference
Vol.1; Landscape Ecology and Water
Management: Proceedings of IGU Rohtak
Conference Vol.2. Two further volumes are
in the press, including one on Urban
Development Challenges and one from the
Geographical Education Commission on
Geospatial Technologies. The series is
being promoted at Kraków conference and
the Commissions should be encouraged to
develop further possible titles. The new
executive committee is tasked with
compiling an initial list of possible
additional topics. Meadows agreed to
suggest this to the organisers of the
upcoming inaugural meeting of the
Geomorphology and Society commission in
Taipei.

Cooperation and Outreach

Festival International de Géographie
(FIG). The new scientific director of FIG is
strongly supporting IGU involvement.
Abler and Soyez will attend the festival in
October 2014 and present the traditional
IGU-UGI lecture, and the invited colleagues
from Gabon will hopefully be able to
contribute. Limited funding for local costs
will be met by the local organisers. IGU has
the opportunity for a promotional booth at
the festival book exhibition and ideas as to
how to populate this with materials,
including a French language version of the
new brochure (Meadows to provide files)
were discussed.
IGU Representatives on International
Bodies. Recent nominations of Professor
Shigeko Haruyama and Dr Pippin Anderson
were submitted but there has been no
indication from the relevant bodies as to
whether or not these individuals were
appointed. Qin reported on developments
within the Future Earth initiative and tabled
a report. The third meeting of the Science
Committee meeting will take place in
Argentina during December 2014. The
Chinese National Committee for Future
Earth (CNC-FE) was founded on 21 March,
2014 and Qin, appointed President, chaired
its inaugural meeting. An open call has been
issued for ideas regarding research and it is
up to IGU members to develop such
proposals. It was suggested that there
should be a theme meeting around Future
Earth championed possibly by one or more
of the Commissions.
ICSU and GeoUnions. The ICSU General
Assembly is scheduled for Auckland in
September and will be attended by Kolosov,
Abler and Meadows as representatives of
IGU. National Committees need to be
lobbied and encouraged to endorse Abler’s
nomination for the Vice-Presidency
(Meadows). In regard to Urban Health and
Wellbeing this is well underway and the
programme office has been established in
Xiamen, China. Singh will attend the
inaugural meeting in December 2014. As
regards the latest ICSU call for project
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proposals, it was suggested that the Urban
Health and Well-being theme would be an
appropriate one on which to build a proposal
and this idea would be tabled at the
Commission chairs meeting on Wednesday
of the Kraków Regional Conference and in
a follow-up letter to the Commission chairs
(Meadows). ICSU has recently issued a call
for their small grants programme and it was
agreed to ensure that IGU Commissions
were aware of the requirements and
encouraged to develop project proposals in
association with appropriate partners.

CNFG conference. Kolosov and Soyez had
attended the conference: “Language,
production and scientific diffusion in (the
period of) globalization: a question for
geographers and geographies” convened by
the French National Committee of the IGU.
The meeting examined the domination of
English as the language of communication
in the discipline. There was also discussion
about the problems of citation indices and
the real need to support the diversity of
expression and languages in Geography
generally and the IGU context in particular.

ISSC. Information is received regularly
about ISSC activities and former VP Ruth
Fincher tabled a report. For the World
Social Science Report we need to request
IGU Commissions to contribute to this as
well as propose sessions for the World
Social Science Forum in Durban in 2015;
this also to be raised at the chairs meeting in
Kraków.

IGU meeting in Srinagar, India. Singh
reported on the IGU Conference on
Geohazards,
Biodiversity,
Resource
Sustainability and Mountain Response to
Global Change held at Srinagar, Kashmir
during June 4th to 5th 2014 at the University
of Kashmir, India. Representatives from
several IGU commissions participated
including Vice-President Himiyama, IGU
Commission Chairs Udo Schickhoff, and
Marek Degórski, Director, Institute of
Geography and Spatial Organization, Polish
Academy of Sciences.

Affiliation with other organizations.
EUROGEO/EUGEO.
Kolosov
participated in the EUROGEO Annual
Conference in Malta held between May 15th
and 19th May 2014 and presented a keynote
address. At the meeting with Karl Donert,
President of Eurogeo, Henk van Ottens,
President of EUGEO, and Joop van der
Schee there was discussion regarding
progress of IGU – EUGEO – EUROGEO
joint project on geographical education..
Kolosov reported on progress with the
project and on the development of a
Geographical Charter.
Eco-Forum. Abler reported on his
attendance at the Eco-Forum that had taken
place in China with participation from
across the government, private sector and
academic institutions and there appears to be
genuine commitment to address global
environmental problems. The keynote
address was presented by the Vice-President
of the country.
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International Geographical
Congresses and IGU Regional
Conferences
Kraków, Poland Regional Conference
2014. Some 20 travel grants of either
US$1,000 or US$500 (depending on
domicile of the delegate) have been awarded
to applicants attending the meeting, mainly
from the developing world; more than half
are women. A certificate will be presented
to the awardees at the closing ceremony of
the Kraków conference.
Moscow, Russia Regional Conference
2015.
The second circular has been
distributed with the Kraków Regional
Conference registration materials. The local
organising committee has agreed to invite
someone from Future Earth to present a
keynote. The various organisational subcommittees, including the Scientific
Programme Committee, that are now fully
- 39 -

operational.
The Memorandum of
Agreement will be signed by Kolosov and
Meadows at the Kraków meeting.
Beijing,
China
International
Geographical Congress 2016. There was
discussion around the suggested themes and
it was strongly suggested that there be more
obvious
opportunities
for
physical
geographers to participate (Qin).
Regional Conference 2018. Four formal
proposals have been received and
presentations were made in person by
representatives of the bid committees from
Prague, Czech Republic and Quebec,
Canada.
Vit Vilimek and a colleague presented
Prague as a possible venue on behalf of the
local organising committee.
Charles
University is the key academic institution
but others in the region plan to contribute.
Scientific programme was outlined under
the theme: ‘Interfaces among Cultural and
Natural Environments’ with a focus on
Central Europe. A summer school ahead of
the conference for younger geographers is
proposed as well as support for the
Olympiad. Suggested dates are 9th to 13th
July or 20th to 24th August 2018; at this
stage there is flexibility. Prague is very
central, offers very reasonable prices for
accommodation etc. and is a centre for
diverse field excursions etc. Early-bird
registration is estimated at US$520 based on
1500 participants.
Matthew Hatvany and colleagues presented
the case for Quebec. Proposed dates are 6th
to 10th August 2018 at the Quebec City
Convention Centre. The proposed theme is
‘Accounting for Difference’. The local
organising committee is comprised of
academics from several Universities. Inconference and post-conference field
excursions are planned, including one to
arctic Canada which is a region especially
vulnerable physically, economically and
culturally. Early-bird registration fee is
suggested at US$500 based on 2,000

participants.
Grants for younger and
developing world participants are being
considered as part of the package as well as
support for the Olympiad. The issue of visas
for foreign delegates was discussed as a
potential concern.
The Lima, Peru, proposal was previously
considered and no further information on
this was available for the current meeting;
the bid documentation does not indicate
possible registration fees.
The proposers from Auckland sent a
Powerpoint slide show to support the
previously submitted bid document. Early
bird registration is set at US$410 based on
700 participants. The proposed theme is:
‘Re-aligning Geography: new centres, new
peripheries, new questions’.
Considering all aspects, the decision was
taken, unanimously, to invite Quebec to host
the 2018 Regional Conference of the IGU.
Meadows is to convey the decision to the
nominating parties and announce the news
on the website.
The possibility of
continuing the pattern of holding annual
IGU conferences/congresses (as has been
the pattern since 2011) was discussed at
length. It was agreed to consult first with the
Commission
Chairs
regarding
the
continuation of the annual frequency of IGU
gatherings and that this should be done via
email (Meadows) and thereafter seek the
opinion of the National Committees.
International Geographical Congress
2020. The local organisers have submitted a
draft Memorandum of Agreement and
Meadows
will
meet
with
their
representatives to discuss the contents at the
Kraków conference.
Extraordinary
International
Geographical Congress 2022. Antoine le
Blanc, representing the French National
Committee for the IGU, attended for this
item. The initial local organising committee
is established from several different
Universities and fields of the discipline and
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has initial approval of the Comité National
Français de Geographie. This Congress is to
celebrate the anniversary but the focus
should be on the future as well as the past.
The proposed theme is: ‘Times of
Geography, Geography of Time’ which
allows for a closer link with historians
although in discussion, the alternative
‘Times for Geography’ was suggested. The
aim is to attract 2000 participants over the
dates 22nd to 26th August 2018 at central
locations in Paris (Sorbonne, for example).
Le Blanc outlined the main challenges, of
which finances are key, but there is an
outline budget for the Congress of Euro 400
to 500k. It is hoped to make a more formal
presentation at the Moscow Regional
Conference in 2015, whereafter more detail
will be added in terms of the scientific
programme, field excursions etc.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 16h00 on 17th
August 2014.

International Geographical Congress
2024. The call should go out for candidate
cities during 2015 in order that the host can
be decided at the 2016 Beijing General
Assembly.

Honors and Awards
IGU Lauréat d’Honneur. Suggestions
were made regarding the nominations of
potential awardees (nominators to submit
documentation to the Honours and Awards
Committee).
IGU Planet and Humanity Medal. Qin,
assisted by Abler and Meadows has
submitted a proposal in this regard to the
Honours and Awards committee. Assuming
they approve of the nomination and
motivation, the award will be presented to
the nominee in person at IGC China-Beijing
in 2016.
Mattei Dogan Prize for Human
Geography. The status of the IGU Mattei
Dogan prize is still to be established.
Kolosov must still write to the appropriate
authorities (in French) to establish if this is
available for award.
40
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Resumption
The meeting re-convened on Wednesday
20th August at 18h00 in order to welcome
the new IGU EC Vice-Presidents
dell’Agnese and Zhou.
The President
warmly thanked the outgoing members
(Bellezza, Kellerman, Qin), who have been
on the executive for six years, for their
sterling efforts over the last six years. The
first task of the new EC will be to allocate
National Committee and Commission and
Task Force responsibilities, which will be
finalised at the Cape Town EC meeting in
December.
Kolosov also reminded
members of the draft strategy document and
the draft list of EC member duties and
responsibilities. It was agreed that Kolosov
and Meadows would draft a version of this
list identifying names of EC members
against possible duties following receipt of
further suggestions by members of the
executive. It was also suggested that the EC
should draw up a list of possible theme titles
for future meetings or publications (All).
Droogleever-Fortuijn
presented
brief
feedback on the young academic
geographers’ workshop, which had been
attended by ten delegates and the results
were very positive. It was noted that a
mentorship scheme would be very well
received and that commissions should be
approached with a view to suggesting
possible mentors.
There was general
agreement that the Kraków conference was
notable for the number of younger
geographers.
The
entire
executive
commended the local organisers for an
excellent regional conference.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 18h40 on 20th
August 2014
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International Geographical Union
Executive Committee Meeting
Cape Town, South Africa
12-14 December 2014
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and
Introductions
The meeting was chaired by President
Vladimir
Kolosov,
who
welcomed
Secretary-General Mike Meadows, Past
President Ron Abler, First Vice President
Dietrich Soyez and Vice Presidents Joos
Droogleever-Fortuijn, Jarkko Saarinen,
Yukio Himiyama, Elena dell’Agnese and
Iain Hay. Zhou Chenghu and RB Singh
were unavailable.

Adoption of the Agenda
The agenda, prepared and distributed in
advance of the meeting, was adopted.

Minutes
The minutes of the Moscow April 2014
meeting, previously approved via email,
were tabled for reference.

Organization and Operations
Executive Committee Member reports
Members submitted written reports of their
activities and there was brief discussion; the
matter would again be raised under the item
on portfolios and responsibilities.
Executive Committee Meeting Calendar
2015 onwards
Regarding the possibility of holding the next
EC meeting around the time of the 2015
annual meeting of the Association of
American Geographers in Chicago, Abler
has been in touch with Doug Richardson and
the NSF. There appears to be a good chance

of getting subsidy to support lodging etc.
This would come with an obligation and the
privilege to meet the members of the AAG
Executive Committee; there is also an
opportunity to participate in a public session
in the form of a round table (100 minutes) on
April 22nd 2015. The agreed schedule is as
follows: Arrivals 19th April, meeting on
20th and 21st followed by attendance at the
AAG conference from 22nd to 24th April. It
was agreed that Abler should explore the
possibility of a registration fee waiver or
discounted rate. The second EC meeting of
2015 is to be in Moscow. The final schedule
is as follows: Arrivals August 13th, meeting
14th, 15th, excursion 16th, thereafter attend
the IGU Regional Conference. Departures
from August 22nd 2015.
There was
considerable discussion regarding the need
to visit Beijing ahead of the 2016
Conference and it was agreed that the
President and Secretary-General should
visit, possibly accompanied by Himiyama in
the latter part of 2015. The possibility of
organizing a meeting in Berlin or Jena in
early 2016 was raised and Soyez agreed to
inquire regarding the possibility of raising
funds for the meeting in Germany. For the
first meeting of 2016, the putative IYGU
launch in UNESCO in Paris represents
another possibility but the final UN decision
on this is still awaited. The EC would
naturally meet ahead of the 2016 Beijing
IGC. Hay suggested that the meeting of the
Institute of Australian Geographers in July
2017 could provide a suitable place for one
of the meetings in that year and would
explore this further with colleagues.
IGU National Membership update
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Meadows tabled the updated membership
dues situation.
There are still some
outstanding dues and these are being
followed up vigorously.
Another
coordinated effort is needed in order to
reinvigorate memberships in the countries
that are now on ‘Observer’ status. This
applies in particular to African countries.
Soyez agreed to do this for the Francophone
countries, Meadows to do the same for the
Anglophone ones.
Soyez suggested
Luxembourg and Oman as possible new
members. Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand
and Philippines all appear to have strong
geographical communities and need to be
followed up.
In order to facilitate
membership fees for one or two countries,
Meadows is asked to submit a
supplementary fee account to the US which
has agreed to support those unable to find
the funds.
IGU National Committee involvement in
Beijing Congress
Soyez commented that more consistent
engagement by IGU National Committees is
needed and that the Beijing Congress can
provide a focus for renewed efforts in this
regard. For example, many countries have
traditionally
compiled
substantial
reports/monographs for IGU Congresses
and all should be encouraged to do so for
2016. Abler noted that the IGU Statutes
require each National Committee to submit
a report on the status of geography in their
respective countries at each Congress. All
National Committees are invited to submit
reports on their activities in time for
distribution at each Congress but should also
be requested to consider additional materials
(for example a theme issue of the national
journal, atlas etc.). These should all be
contributed to the IGU archives.
IGU Financial Report and Projection
A small surplus is anticipated for 2014. This
is
healthy
given
the
substantial
commitments of 2014 including three EC
meetings and the ICSU General Assembly
that was held in New Zealand. Following
the contribution received from the local

organizing committee of the 2014 Krakow
IGU Regional Conference, the Endowment
Fund now has a balance of around US$
60,000. Abler agreed to prepare a proposal
regarding the investment returns on this
fund.
IYGU
Benno Werlen had submitted a report and
this was tabled suggesting that a UN
decision on IYGU was expected between
15th and 19th December 2014.
The
announcement is eagerly awaited.
If
ratified, the IGU will need to establish an
IYGU Task Force in order to ensure that the
initiative is taken forward appropriately.
Werlen will be in Chicago and is to be
invited to the EC meeting there to advise
regarding options. Himiyama noted that
there are two important upcoming ‘years’:
the International Map Year and the
International Year of Soils and that these are
both relevant to the IYGU project. Werlen
requested IGU to commit to purchasing a
number of copies (up to Euro 1000) of the
TIERS publication but the approximate
retail price of this volume needs to be known
in order to finalise this decision. It was
agreed that, once IYGU be approved by the
UN General Assembly, Kolosov and Soyez
would discuss details regarding the way
forward with Werlen.
IGU Handbook
The latest draft of the handbook was tabled.
Several further changes and additions were
recommended and Meadows was requested
to update these for approval by the EC prior
to publication on the website.
Gabon workshop
Soyez reported that, following the
cancellation of the original workshop
planned for 2014, he held discussions at the
Festival International de Géographie in St
Dié with a representative from Omar Bongo
University in Libreville regarding the
possibilities of hosting the workshop in
2015. Given that widespread international
perceptions as to the Ebola crisis may
represent a complication in terms of
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participation, it was agreed, nevertheless,
that the local organisers should be
encouraged to continue to attempt to hold
the workshop in 2015. Earlier agreements
as to IGU’s commitment remain valid.
IGU draft strategy
The draft IGU Strategy prepared by Kolosov
(Appendix I), was tabled and accepted in
principle.
With corrections and
amendments the Strategy was formally
adopted and should be disseminated to
National Committees and Commissions,
who would be encouraged to comment to
make suggestions as to how the objectives
may be achieved. It was agreed to post the
strategy on the website. The next task is to
develop a business plan and time line to
facilitate achievement of the strategic
objectives. Over and above the allocated
duties identified below, the following
decisions in particular were taken in relation
to the draft strategy:
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A list of suggested themes should be
drawn up in consultation with
Commissions and National Committees
and it was agreed that Kolosov, Soyez,
dell’Agnese, Singh and Saarinen would
form a sub-committee to take this
forward.
It was agreed to establish an IGU Future
Earth
Task
Force
following
consultation with the Commissions and
National Committees regarding the
involvement of geographers in the
programme. Abler agreed to draft an
appropriately worded letter to be
distributed to the broader IGU
community.
In relation to the possible establishment
of a new award to the geographer whose
work had the most visible and real
impact on society, it was agreed to ask
the
National
Committees
and
Commissions (via the Honours Special
Committee) to nominate suitable
individuals. Abler to follow this up
with the chair of the committee, Ruth
Fincher.







In relation to the future reduction in the
frequency
of
IGU
Regional
Conferences, it was agreed that smaller
thematic workshops and conferences in
countries or regions where there is an
identified need and capacity could be
held and that a list of suggested themes
should be drawn up in consultation with
Commissions
and
National
Committees.
Regarding the publication of a series of
“IGU monographs”, the current
Springer series being one case in point,
Meadows agreed to promote this on the
IGU website.
In the case of IGU ‘partners’, i.e. other
national or international geographical
societies and organisations, it was
agreed that we should ask these to place
reciprocal links to the IGU website.

Executive Committee member duties and
responsibilities
The National Committee and Commission
liaison assignments were reallocated as per
the attached list (Appendices II and III). In
respect of responsibilities, it was agreed that
the following EC members would take
responsibility as indicated:
“Ministry of the Interior”
1.

Contacts
with
re-allocated
Commissions and National Committees
(All EC members);

2.

Expansion and finances: involvement
of new country-members and fee
payment (All EC members);

3.

Finances: search for associate members
and corporative members; fund raising.
Contacts with business-communities
(tourism, GIS etc. (All EC members;
Abler to draft letter);

4.

General work with IGU Commissions:
best practice, joint (thematic, policyoriented) inter-disciplinary conferences
complementing the major events like
congresses and RCs, awards to the
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“best” (the most active) Commissions
(All EC members, to be discussed
further in Chicago);
5.

6.

7.

8.

Organization of “thematic” conferences
(relevant interdisciplinary problems)
with the involvement of several IGU
commissions and other institutions (a
sub-committee was established to take
this idea forward: Kolosov, Soyez,
dell’Agnese, Singh and Saarinen);
Work closely with the LOCs of
Congresses and Regional Conferences
regarding inter alia venue, format,
organization,
academic
outputs,
participation of delegates from lowincome countries and of young and
early career scholars, etc. (The
President and Secretary General
typically have closest liaison). IGU
travel grant responsibility is to be taken
over by Droogleever-Fortuijn;
IGU publications, including the current
Springer series (Singh); issues of open
data and open access (Singh and Hay);
IGU projects:
IYGU: (Kolosov; Himiyama Abler);
OurSus (Our Sustainable Cities):
(Droogleever-Fortuijn, Zhou);
Journals’
database:
(Meadows,
database requires updating and
Meadows will find a suitable assistant
early in 2015 to undertake this);
Geographical education: (DroogleeverFortuijn, Kolosov);
Other new initiatives: (to be
confirmed);

9.

Develop contacts with organisations
representing young and early career
scientists (EGEA, YES, etc.):
EGEA and YES (Saarinen);
IGU Summer School (Saarinen,
Kolosov);
Special days for young and early career
geographers (Droogleever-Fortuijn);
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IGU travel
Fortuijn);

grants

(Droogleever-

10. Projects in the field of education:
Special days for teachers (Hay);
Geographical textbooks etc. (Hay);
“Ministry of Foreign Affairs”
11. Contacts with the governmental
organizations, including the calls and
the programmes:
UNESCO, UNEP etc. (no current point
of access; dell’Agnese agreed to
attempt to make contact with
UNESCO);
UNU (Himiyama);
EU (no current point of access);
12. Cooperation and participation with
Future Earth (Task Force to be
established: Himiyama, Zhou);
13. Cooperation with EUGEO, EUROGEO
and GA (dell’Agnese, Soyez, Kolosov);
14. Contacts and cooperation with major
international science bodies:
ICSU and GeoUnions; (Meadows,
Abler, Kolosov);
ISSC (dell’Agnese, Kolosov);
15. Contacts and cooperation with other
academic unions and associations:
ICA (Kolosov, Meadows);
World and European Associations of
Regional
Science
(DroogleeverFortuijn);
IRDR (Singh);
“Ministry of Propaganda”
16. IGU website (Meadows); IGU enewsletter and ‘Home of Geography’
(Bellezza)
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17. IGU social networks (Meadows);
18. IGU Centennial (Abler);
19. Festivals,
Kolosov);

including

FIG

(Soyez,

20. IGU awards (existing and new), and
IGU competitions (Honours Committee
chaired by Fincher);
21. IGU “public relations” (media, etc.)
(All EC members, and future plans to be
confirmed)
22. “International Day of Geography” (to
be developed)
IGU Commission responses to IGU
frequency of IGU conferences
Kolosov tabled data documenting the
response of IGU Commission and Task
Force chairs to the practice, in effect since
2011, of holding major meetings annually.
Some colleagues had submitted very
comprehensive comments, whereas others
did not respond at all. Kolosov concluded
that the general view is that IGU
Commissions are currently not in favour of
holding annual major IGU meetings; the
main reasons underlying this view are
mainly associated with the financial and
administrative challenges involved. As an
alternative to major annual conferences, an
enlarged number of smaller conferences and
workshops arranged by commissions or
national committees in countries/regions
with traditionally low IGU visibility could
become a valuable compensation.
Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task
Force
The committee has been established but has
not yet met. The local organizing committee
of the Paris 2022 Extraordinary Congress is
enthusiastic about contact with the
committee and there is a clear need to
establish lines of communication as well as
developing an understanding regarding the
division of labour.
There should be

representation of both parties on each
other’s committee.
Soyez agreed to
continue discussion with Antoine le Blanc as
representative of Paris 2022. It was noted
that the committee needs now to begin to
develop some ideas regarding projects;
Abler agreed to approach the Task Force
with a suggestion that it convene formally
for the first time in Chicago in April in
association with the AAG.
IGU Website Update
The website is fully operational and updates
across to the Facebook page. The Twitter
account needs to be activated fully and
linked to both the website and Facebook
page (Meadows).
IGU Bulletin and eNewsletter Update
The next issue of the Bulletin will be two
volumes and should be ready in mid-2015
(Meadows).
IGU Archives
Meadows reported on his visit to the Royal
Geographical Society where there is some
older IGU-related material; the bulk of pre1956 archives appear still to be missing from
the collection at Leipzig. It was agreed that
Meadows would again write to Commission
chairs to encourage them to send all
publication outputs to the archive, and to
former Secretary-General Ehlers to remind
him to submit materials remaining in his
possession. Retired officials of the IGU may
have personal archives that should be sent to
the archivists and should be invited to do so
(Meadows); Abler agreed to consolidate his
electronic files for the period when he was
Secretary-General and to make these
available to the archivist.
Dialogue Project
Meadows reported on the streaming of the
1980s Dialogue Project which continues to
attract interested users. The digitization of
the Geographers Biobibliographic Studies
series has been the subject of much
negotiation with the publishers. Their
suggested business model allows free access
to the online versions of the publication only
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to a restricted number of IGU
representatives and this is somewhat less
accessible than originally envisaged.
However, the commitment to provide a
nominal subsidy to support the digitization
of back issues still stands.
Young and early career geographers
Droogleever-Fortuijn inquired as to the
status of the ‘early career geographers day’
planned in association with the Moscow
Regional Conference and Kolosov agreed to
pursue this more vigorously on his return.
Some commissions have a special subcommittee of young geographers and there
is a possibility that there could be an
equivalent for the IGU as a whole (through
voluntary membership).
DroogleeverFortuijn agreed to explore the idea further.
IGU Olympiad Proposal
A proposal from co-chair of the Olympiad
Task Force (Chalmers) was tabled. The idea
is to increase the number of Olympiad
participating countries to fifty in Beijing.
The draft budget appears to be unrealistic
although the project in general is worthy of
IGU support.
It was agreed that
Droogleever-Fortuijn and Meadows would
draft an appropriate response.
IGU publicity material
Soyez had commissioned two draft designs
for an IGU ‘roll-up’. Following discussion,
a design, in both English and French
versions, was suggested for manufacture
following some additional refinements
(Soyez to follow-up with the designer).
Electronic versions of both English and
French versions of the current 2014-16
brochure have been circulated in printable
format.
Springer Series on Advances in
Geographical
and
Environmental
Sciences
Meadows reported that, in addition to the
volumes already in production, he and JC
Lin. the chair of the Commission on
Geomorphology and Society, are co-editing
a volume in the series dedicated to the theme

of the inaugural
Commission.

conference

of

the

International Declaration on Research in
Geography Education (draft)
The draft document was submitted by Simon
Catling; the call for formal input from the
IGU executive will be later in 2015.
International Map Year
It was agreed to invite the ICA to propose a
booth at the Moscow Regional Conference
to promote the year (Kolosov).

Cooperation and Outreach
Festivals (including Festival International
de Géographie)
Soyez tabled a report on the most recent FIG
which he had attended with Abler, both also
delivered the traditional IGU lecture.
Globally this event may be regarded as the
most important geographical ‘outreach’
activity to the general public. There are
ongoing efforts to further develop and
consolidate the cooperation between IGU
and FIG; this is important to the IGU’s
ongoing efforts to improve relationships
with francophone countries especially.
Former IGU President Anne Buttimer was
awarded the Vautrin Lud Prize at the
festival. In 2015, Australia will be the
designated ‘country’ and the FIG committee
is keen to have geographers from that
country represented at the festival, although
funds are very limited to facilitate
attendance. Hay undertook to contact the
Australian geographical community to
inform them of the development and
encourage the opening of a dialogue with the
local organisers. It is again planned to
present the IGU lecture in French and a
suitable individual needs to be identified as
soon as possible (Kolosov, Soyez).
Regarding the nature of the broader
relationship between FIG and IGU, Kolosov
has drafted a letter to the key actors with a
view to developing a higher profile for IGU
at the festival.
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Kolosov reported that the inaugural
geographical festival in Moscow had taken
place in the first week of November 2014
and had been widely publicized and well
attended. It was opened by the Minister of
Defence, who is President of the Russian
Geographical Society, and there was
representation from several international
geographical societies within and beyond
Russia. The festival has been proposed to
take place every two years.
RGS and AAG relations
All members of the EC will be present at the
next AAG meeting. The RGS/IBG annual
meeting will be held in August 2015 in
Exeter, UK, with IGU representation there
still to be decided.
IGU Representatives on International
Bodies
ICSU (incl. GeoUnions)
Kolosov, Abler and Meadows reported that
they had attended the most recent ICSU
Geounions meeting and the subsequent
ICSU General Assembly in Auckland, New
Zealand. Meadows agreed to be nominated
for a position on the Committee on Scientific
Policy and Review. Hay agreed to approach
Professor Rob Kitchen with a view to being
nominated for a vacant position on the
World Data System committee.
ISSC
Etienne Nel has been approached with a
view to participating in the World Social
Science Forum in Durban and it appears
there may be other inputs from, for example,
Maria Paradiso representing the IGU
Commission on the Mediterranean Basin.
EUROGEO, EUGEO
The joint project on education continues and
chairs of both the EUROGEO and EUGEO
will be in attendance at the Moscow
Regional Conference.

International Geographical
Congresses and IGU Regional
Conferences

Krakow, Poland, Regional Conference
2014
The final report was submitted and has been
posted on the IGU website. A contribution
to the Promotion and Solidarity Fund has
been made, the amount to be transferred to
the Endowment Fund held in the United
States. Kolosov will write to the local
organizing committee and formally
congratulate them on the conclusion of an
excellent regional conference, timely
submission of the final report and receipt of
the donation.
Moscow, Russia, Regional Conference
2015
The abstract submission deadline has been
extended to January and the call for session
proposals remains open. Registration is
open and teething problems regarding
payment of registration fees have been
resolved. Twenty-seven Commissions have
proposed sessions, with an additional 14
special sessions by others. The scientific
programme is diverse, with eight keynotes
(five by foreigners, three by Russians). The
Gender Commission will present a special
lecture as part of its 2013 Commission
Excellence Award.
There are other
activities for early career geographers and
teachers and a number of sessions involving
the teaching of geography at university.
The Russian Geographical Society is
sponsoring a special reception on the
occasion of the 170th anniversary of the
society. Meadows agreed to send a brief
reminder via email with a link to the
conference homepage to Commissions and
National Committees indicating that
registration is open and that offers of paper
sessions are still possible.
Beijing,
China,
International
Geographical Congress 2016
Nothing to report at this stage.
Quebec, Canada Regional Conference
2018
It was agreed that the organisers could share
the IGU booth at the AAG Chicago
conference (Abler to convey this to the local
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organisers). The Canadian Association of
Geographers meeting in Vancouver
represents another possible platform for
developing ideas about the 2018 Regional
Conference.
Istanbul,
Turkey,
International
Geographical Congress 2020
Nothing to report at this stage.
Extraordinary
International
Geographical Congress 2022
Discussion was held under the item related
to IGU strategy; the establishment of the
IGU Task Force on the Centennial and
Sesquicentennial was again noted.

IGU Planet and Humanity Award 2016
Abler is to follow up with Fincher on the
agreed nominee.
Milestones and Reference Points
Kolosov suggested that, in relation to the
strategy and responsibilities documents, we
establish some milestones and deliverables.
Kolosov agreed to continue to work on an
outline plan.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 13h30 on 13th
December 2014.

Other Business
IGU Lauréats d’Honneur
Abler will remind Fincher that it is time to
solicit nominations for this award. The
Executive Committee has one nominee in
mind and will draft the appropriate
documentation. Himiyama suggested that
the Honors Committee be prompted to think
about new awards and Abler agreed to note
this in his communication with Fincher.
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Commission and Task Force Reports 2013
Groupe de travail et de la Commission des rapports annuels
2013
C12.01 Applied Geography

1. Membership and Participants
1.1. Commission Members
President:
Graham Clarke
Professor of Geography
Department of Geography
East Building
University of Leeds
Leeds LS29JT
United Kingdom
Email: g.p.clarke@leeds.ac.uk
Ph: +44 (0)113 34 33323
Secretary:
Eliahu Stern
Professor of Geography
Department of geography and
Environmental Development
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
Israel
Email: elistern@bgu.ac.il
Ph: +972 3 7447854
Mobile: +972 50 7421905
Members:
Diana Alexandru
Faculty of Geography
Cluj-Napoke
Romania
Email: aledia2003@yahoo.com
El hassane Boubekraoui
Departement de Geographie

Universite Cadi Ayyad
Faculte des Lettres et des Sciences
Humaines
B.P 2410 Amerchich Marrakech Maroc
Email: boubekraoui@hotmail.com
Ph: (00 212) 68 35 03 45
Fax: (00 212) 24 30 20 39 / 24 30 11 22
Maria Lucinda Fonseca
Professor
Centro de Estudos Geograficos /
Instituto de Geografia e Ordenamento do
Território Edifício da Faculdade de Letras
Alameda da Universidade
1600-214 Lisboa
Portugal
Email: lucinda.fonseca@ceg.ul.pt
Ph: +351 217965469
Fax: +351 7938690
David Giband
University of Perpignan
7 Rue Mary Cassatt
66200 Montescot
France
Email: giband@univ-perp.fr
davidlgiband@gmail.com
John Lombard
Associate Professor and Chair
Department of Urban Studies & Public
Administration
Director, E. V. Williams Center for Real
Estate & Economic Development
Old Dominion University
2092 Constant Hall, CBPA
Norfolk, VA 23529, USA
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Ph: 757-683-4809
Email: jlombard@ODU.EDU
Stephane Joost
GIS laboratory (LASIG)
ENAC Faculty
Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne
Switerzerland
Email : stephane.joost@epfi.ch
Ph : +41 2169 35782
Elizbieta Ortowska
Institute of Geography and Regional
Development
University of Wroclaw
pl. Uniwersytecki 1, 50-137 Wroclaw
Poland
Email: orlowska1@wp.pl
Pablo Eugenio Osses McIntyre
Instituto de Geografia
Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile
Vicuña Mackenna 4860 - Macul
Santiago
Chile
Email: posses@uc.cl
Ph: +56-2-6864719
Ph: +56-2-6865797
Hamish Rennie
Senior Lecturer
Environment Society and Design Division
Lincoln University
Lincoln, 7647, New Zealand
Email: rennieh@lincoln.ac.nz
Ph: +64 3 325 2811 (ext. 8002)
Robert Stimson
Professor and Director, Australian Urban
Research Infrastructure Network (AURIN)
Faculty of Architecture, Building and
Planning
The University of Melbourne
VIC
Australia 3010
Email: rstimson@unimelb.edu.au
Ph: +61 3 9035-4165
Ph: +61 411 020627
Ali Toumi
Professor

Faculte des Sciences humaines et Sociales
de Tunis
Universite de Tunis
Tunisia
Email: Alitoumi2003@yahoo.fr
Gina Weir-Smith
Chief GIS specialist
Human Sciences Research Council
South Africa
Gweir-smith@hsrc.ac.az
Ph: +27 12 3022529
1.2. International Advisory Group
Antoine Bailly
- antoine.bailly@ unige.ch
Martin Clarke
- martin.clarke@gmap.com
Dennis Donovan
- ddonovan@wadley-donovan.com
Joao Ferrao
Mauro Gabella
- mauro.gabella@sanofi-synthelabo.com
Lay James Gibson
- ljgibson@ag.arizona.edu
Jorge Gaspar
- cedru@netcabo.pt
Kingsley Haynes
Brian. P. Holly
- brian.p.holly@census.gov
Grady Meehan
- gmeehan2@aol.com
Doug Richardson
- drichardson@aag.org
Grant Thrall
- thrall@ufl.edu
Robert Stimson
Sir Alan Wilson
- a.g.wilson@ucl.ac.uk
Kim Young I l
- k80101@netsgo.com
1.3. List of ‘Friends’ of the Commission
Alexandre Moine
- alexandre.moine@univ-fcomte.fr
Alexandru Diana
- aledia2003@yahoo.com
Alexe Radita
- radita.alexe@yahoo.com
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Amara Narjess
- amara_narjess@caramail.com
Anne Buttimer
- anne.buttimer@ucd.ie
Arthur Getis
- arthur.getis@sdsu.edu
Ayadi Leila
- prince@hexabayte.tn
Barry Wellar
- wellarb@uottawa.ca
Bernard Weinstein
- budw@pacs.unt.edu
Brian Mikelbank
- mik@wolf.csuohio.edu
Bruno Messerli
- bmesserli@bluewin.ch
Changming Liu
- liucm@dls.iog.ac.cn
David Pitfield
- d.e.pitfield@lboro.ac.uk
Denis Maillat
- denis.maillat@unine.ch
Dick Lonsdale
- rlonsdal@unlserve.unl.edu
Dr. Juliet Fall
- j.j.fall@open.ac.uk
El gares Habib
- habib.gares@wanadoo.fr
Elizbieta Ortowska
- orlowska1@wp.pl
Gerard Salem
- gerard.salem@u-farislo.fr
Giuliano Bellezza
- guiliano.bellezza@uniroma1.it
Graeme Hugo
- graeme.hugo@adelaide.edu.au
Graham Clarke
- g.p.clarke@leeds.ac.uk
Gyorgy Enyedi
- enyedigy@office.mta.hu
Harry Timmermans
- eirass@bwk.tue.nl
Haudia Hajer
- hamdahajer@yahoo.fr
Hiroshi Tanabe
- XLH02561@nifty.ne.jp
Irena Rejec Brancelj
- irena.rejec-brancelj@gov.si
Ismail Haddad
- ismail.haddad@voila.fr

Izabella Lecka
- ilecka@uw.edu.pl
Jack Dangermond
- jdangermond@esri.com
James E. McConnell
- geojem@buffalo.edu
Jaoua Nabil
- nabil_jaoua@yahoo.fr
Jessie Poon
- jesspoon@acsu.buffalo.edu
João Ferrão
- joao.ferrao@ics.ul.pt<mailto:joao.ferra
o@ics.ul.pt
John Lombard
- jlombard@odu.edu
John Paul Jones III
- jpjones@email.arizona.edu
John W. Frazier
- frazier@binghamton.edu
Johnathan Young
- jcy@le.ac.uk
Jose L. Palacio-Prieto
- palacio@servidor.unam.mx
Karolina Sobczak
- karolina.sobczak1@gmail.com
Larry Brown
- brown.8@osu.edu
Lindisizwe M. Magi
- lmmagi@pan.uzulu.ac.za
Lorraine Craig L.Craig@RGS.org
Mariana Mihaescu
- mbilciuresti66@yahoo.com
Markku Loytonen
- markku.loytonen@helsinki.fi
Martha Sukrendra
- sukendra@bakosurtanal.go.id
Michael Pacione
- m.pacione@strath.ac.uk
Michael Meadows
- meadows@enviro.uct.ac.za
Michel Phliponneau
- damienne.phliponneau@wanadoo.fr
Michele Ippolito
- michelei79@yahoo.it
Mongi Bourgou
- bourgou56@yahoo.fr
Montz Burrell
- bmontz@binghamton.edu
Nicole Bernex
- nbernex@pucp.edu.au
Nikita F. Glazovsky
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- nikita@ntserver.cis.lead.org
Paula Cristina Remoaldo
- p.remoaldo@geografia.uminho.pt
Professor Woo-ik Yu
- yuik@snu.ac.kr
Rachael Franklin
- rfranklin@aaa.org
Richard G. Boehm
- Rb03@txstate.edu
Ronald Abler
- rabler@aag.org
Sergey Govorushko
- sgovor@tig.dvo.ru
Vladimir Bugromenro
- ooogeo@mail.ru
William Bowen
- bowen@wolf.csuohio.edu
Yvette Veyret
- y.veyret@wanadoo.fr
Zotic Vasile
- zoticv@geographie.ubbcluj.ro
Zuzana Damankosova
- zuzandam@gmail.com

2. Meetings and Activities
2.1. Leeds, May 2013
The IGU applied geography group held two
meetings in 2013. The first was a major
international workshop on applied GIS and
spatial modelling. It was held in
collaboration with three other IGU
commissions: Dynamics of Economic
Spaces,
GIScience
and
Modelling
Geographical Systems. The workshop
attracted 90 delegates from around the
World. The $1000 bursary from the IGU
was used to support travel and subsistence
for postgraduate students. All together we
had 25 postgraduate students which was a
great sign that quantitative geography has
some future researchers! The meeting was
held at the Hilton Hotel in Leeds. Social
events included a brewery trip, a trip to the
Yorkshire Dales and a conference dinner at
a local Leeds restaurant. The workshop
provided a wealth of excellent papers.
Graham Clarke and Eli Stern are now
commissioning papers for a book based on
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the conference papers. This will be
published in 2014 and will be reported more
fully in next year’s annual report.
The conference schedule is detailed below

Wednesday 29th May 2013
11.00 Onwards: Registration
12.30 Lunch
13.45 Conference Welcome
Prof Graham Clarke (University of Leeds)
14.00 Keynote presentation 1:
Chair: Graham Clarke
APPLIED URBAN AND REGIONAL
MODELLING: A SWOT ANALYSIS
Sir Alan Wilson, Centre for Advanced
Spatial Analysis
University College London
Neville Room
15.00 Parallel session A: Commuting and
Labour Markets
Chair: John Stillwell
Room: Neville Room
Spatial analysis of commuting to work
patterns in the UK
Thomas Murphy, John Stillwell and Lisa
Buckner (University of Leeds )
A spatial microsimulation approach to
modelling scenarios of change in commuter
systems Robin Lovelace and Dimitris Ballas
(University of Sheffield)
Applying a universal model of labour
markets to the diverse geography of Europe
Mike Coombes, José Manuel Casado-Díaz,
Lucas Martínez-Bernabeu and Colin Wymer
(Newcastle University, University of
Alicante, Trier University, Newcastle
University)
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15.00 Parallel session B: Housing and
Settlement Patterns
Chair: Eli Stern
Room: Magnum Room
Cultural
diversity
in
gentrifying
neighbourhoods
Stefano Picascia, Bruce Edmonds, Alison
Heppenstall (Manchester Metropolitan
University, University of Leeds)
To what extent are Australian private
housing renters 'mis-located'? A case study
of Brisbane, Australia
Yan Liu, David Wadley, Amity James
(University of Queensland)
Spatial Search: New Settlements for Israel's
Ultra-Orthodox Population
Eli Stern (University of the Negev)
16.30 Tea/coffee
17.00 Parallel session A: Economic
Geography
Chair: Bob Stimson
Room: Neville Room

17.00 Parallel session B: Microsimulation
modelling
Room: Magnum Room
Chair: Eveline van Leeuwen
Modelling the transportation of primary
aggregates in England and Wales: exploring
the benefits of rail v road initiatives using a
spatial microsimulation model
Chengchao Zuo, Mark Birkin, Graham
Clarke,
F.McEvoy,
A.Bloodworth
(University of Leeds)
Studying micro and macro welfare and
income effects of regional economic
developments in the energy sector in the
Western islands of Scotland
Eveline van Leeuwen, Graham Clarke,
Allan
Grant,
Peter
MacGregor,
Dimitris.Ballas, Kim Swales (University of
Amsterdam, University of Leeds, University
of Strathclyde, University of Sheffield,
University of Strathclyde)
18.30 Close
19.00 Dinner at Hilton Hotel
20.00 Quiz night in hotel bar

Visualizing Local Economic Development:
A Comparative Space-Time Data Tool
Michael C. Carroll, Will M. Burns (Bowling
Green State University)

Thursday 30th May

An Exploratory Analysis of New Firm
Formation in New England
Jitendra Parajuli, Kingsley E. Haynes
(George Mason University)

Chair: Karyn Morrissey
Room: Neville Room

Using Spatial Modelling to Investigate the
Impact of Policy Change: Human Capital in
Australia - Implications of the 485 Graduate
Visa Scheme in Australia
Jonathan Corcoran, Francisco Rowe,
Alessandra Faggain, Robert Stimson
(University of Queensland, Ohio State
University, University of Melbourne)
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09.30 Parallel session A: Health care
modelling

Estimating Disease Prevalence Using
Spatial Microsimulation and Londitudinal
Data Analysis
Stephen Clark, Alison Heppenstall, Mark
Birkin (University of Leeds)
Geographic
and
social
mobility:
understanding the contribution of selective
sorting between social groups and areatypes to changing health gradients
Fran Darlington (ESRC White Rose DTC
Network Student), Dr Paul Norman
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(University of Leeds), Dr Dimitris Ballas
(University of Sheffield)

Chulalongkorn
University,
University of Leeds))

Using a spatial simulation approach to map
the Austrian smoking situation and to
explore spatial inequalities for small areas
Melanie
Tomintz,
Bernhard
Kosar
(University of Applied Sciences, Austria)

Examining the Socio-spatial determinants of
Depression in the UK
Karyn Morrissey (University of Liverpool)

09.30 Parallel session B:
Modelling and Spatial Statistics

Spatial

Chair: John Lombard
Room: Magnum Room
Sample Size Optimization Through a
Multimodel Approach
Ward Bryssinckx (Avia GIS)
Modelling the Determinants of Voter
Support for Political Parties at the 2010
Federal Election
Robert J. Stimson, Rod McCrea, Tung-Kai
Shyy (The University of Melbourne,
CSIRO, The University of Queensland)
Optimal Spatial Weighting Functions of
Geographically
Weighted
Regression
Models used in Mass Appraisal of
Residential Real Estate
Paul Bidanset, John R. Lombard (Office of
the Real Estate Assessor
City of Norfolk, Old Dominion University)
11.00 tea/coffee
11.30 Parallel session A: Health care
modelling
Chair: Melanie Tomnitz
Room: Neville Room
Investigating Suicide by Area in England
and Wales
Pauline Turnbull (University of Manchester)
Population Ageing and Healthy Life
Expectancy in Thailand
Phil Rees, Rukchanok Karcharnubarn,
Myles Gould (University of Leeds,

11.30 Parallel
modelling

session

B:

Bangkok,

Spatial

Chair: Robert Baker
Room: Magnum Room
Adding reality to Hotelling’s main street: an
agent-based approach
Eveline van Leeuwen and Mark G. Lijesen
(Free University, Amsterdam)
Can Cities Bounce-Back? Dynamic Agent
Based Simulation of Urban Resilience
Daniel Felsenstein, Yair Grinberger
(Hebrew University of Jerusalem)
Recent Advances in Dynamic Spatial
Interaction Modelling with Reference to the
Study of Global Internet Traffic,
Robert Baker (University of New England)
13.00 Lunch
14.00 Parallel session A: Health care
modelling
Chair: Michelle Morris
Room: Neville Room
Children at independent schools are more
active than those at state schools: a pilot
study in Sheffield, United Kingdom
Kim Edwards (University of Nottingham)
Childhood obesity and the obesogenic
environments of the school and their
neighbourhoods
Michelle Almond, Kimberly Edwards,
Graham Clarke, Janet Cade (University of
Leeds)
Spatial analysis of overweight and obese in
the UK Women’s Cohort Study (UKWCS)
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Michelle
Morris,
Graham
Clarke,
Kimberley Edwards, Claire Hulme, Janet
Cade (University of Leeds, and University
of Nottingham)
15.30 Tea/coffee
14.00 Parallel session B: Population
Dynamics (1)
Chair: Paul Norman
Room: Magnum Room
Uncertainty in population projections - with
special reference to the UK
Nico Keilman (University of Oslo)
Bayesian cohort component population
forecasts for the UK
Arek
Wisniowski
(University
of
Southampton)
How confident can we be in the projections
of the older population of the United
Kingdom?
Philip Rees (University of Leeds)
15.30 Tea/coffee
16.00
Parallel
Geodemographics

session

A:

Chair: Mark Birkin
Room: Neville Room
Clusters, Cars and Consumers - can Spatial
Influence be Detected in the Purchase of
Priuses?
Alison Pridmore (University of Aberdeen)
Re-thinking
households
Using
administrative data to count and classify
households with some geographical
applications
Gill Harper (CASS Business School)
Geodemographics: Creating a Classification
at the level of the Individual
Luke Burns, Mark Birkin, Alison
Heppenstall, Linda See (University of
Leeds, International Institute for Applied
Spatial Analysis)
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16.00 Parallel session B: Population
Dynamics (2)
Chair: Phil Rees
Room: Magnum Room
Estimates of ethnic group fertility rates for
use in subnational projections for England
Paul Norman (University of Leeds) and
Philip Rees (University of Leeds)
On the decomposition of life expectancy and
the limits to life
Les Mayhew (City University)
European Regional Populations: Current
Trends, Future Pathways, and Policy
Options
Philip Rees (University of Leeds)
Panel
Discussion
on
Improving
Demographic Projections
Nico Keilman, Les Mayhew, Paul Norman,
Arek Wisniowski, Phil Rees
17.30 Keynote presentation 2:
Chair: Graham Clarke
Localised Spatial Interaction Models
Stewart Fotheringham, University
St.Andrews
Neville Room

of

18.30 Close
Free night to enjoy Leeds

Friday 31st May
09.30 Parallel session A: Environment
Modelling And Remote Sensing
Chair: Gordon Mitchell
Room: Neville Room
Households' willingness to pay for attractive
green areas
Michiel N. Daams, Frans J. Sijtsma
(University of Groningen)
- 57 -

Past, present and future: landscape
conservation and urban development
planning inthe mining district of Bacu Abis
(Carbonia) in Sardinia
Debora Porra (University of Cagliari)

Pakorn Meksangsouy, Graham Clarke, Paul
Waley
(Srinakharinwirot
University,
Thailand and, University of Leeds)

Periodicities in mean sea level fluctuations?
Application of Lotka-Volterra periodic
model to Climate Change and Coastal
Management
Robert G. V. Baker and Sarah A. McGowan
(University of New England)

11:45-12.15

An urban land use model to test the efficacy
of high resolution satellite imagery in
preparing land use map – a case study of
Portblair, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
India
K. Pratheep Moses, Monsingh D. Devadas
(Anna University, India)
11.30 Tea/coffee
09.30 Parallel session B: Retail Systems
and Geodemographics
Chair: Martin Clarke
Room: Magnum Room
Mapping food poverty: identifying areas of
greatest need during a time of austerity in
England
Dianna Smith, Storm Parker, Alison
Heppenstall (Barts and The London School
of Medicine and Dentistry, University of
Leeds)
Exploring the spatial dynamics of the UK
convenience market
Nick Hood, Martin Clarke, Graham Clarke
(University of Leeds)
Progress in modelling small-area tourist
demand
Andy Newing, Graham Clarke, Martin
Clarke (University of Leeds)
Application of Spatial Interaction Models
for Retail Location Analysis in Developing
Countries.

11.30 tea/coffee

IGU Applied Geography
Meeting (all welcome)
Room: Neville Room

Business

12.15 Lunch
13.00 Tour of Dales and Brewery
(including dinner), coach returning at
21:00

Saturday 1st June
09.30 Parallel session A: ABM modelling
Chair: Alison Heppenstall
Room: Neville Room
Adaption to changes in geo-systems: an
agent based simulation
Ifigenia Psarra (Eindhoven University of
Technology)
Innovation of density measures for
sustainable urban growth
Meta Berghauser Pont, Lars Marcus
(Sweden and Delft University of
Technology)
Optimising an Agent-Based Model to
Explore the Behaviour of Simulated
Burglars
Nick Malleson, Alison Heppenstall
(University of Leeds)
09.30 Parallel session B: Transport
Modelling
Chair: Les Mayhew
Room: Magnum Room
Schoolchildren’s road to school: perceived
danger compared to actual accidents
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Edgar Sepp, Jüri Roosaare (University of
Tartu, Estonia)
A spatial microsimulation model of people’s
daily travel behaviour and transport CO2
emissions in Beijing, China
Jing Ma, Alison Heppenstall, Gordon
Mitchell (University of Leeds)

crisis on demographic trends in Portuguese
regions
Maria-Lucinda Fonseca (University of
Lisbon)

On the impact of fast route geometry on
urban form with some strategic applications
Les Mayhew (CASS Business School)

Exploring the feasibility of using agentbased and simulation models to study
residential migration and associated
segregation (with Northern Ireland as an
example)
Myles Gould and Ian Shuttleworth
(University of Leeds, University of Belfast)

11.00 Tea /coffee

13.00 Lunch

11.30 Parallel session A: ABM modelling
Chair: Andy Evans
Room: Neville Room

14:00 Parallel session A: ABM modelling
II

Exploring Human Behaviour using AgentBased Modelling, Neural Networks and
Land Use/Land Cover (LU/LC): A case
study of Flooding in the Limpopo River
Basin, Xai-Xai, Mozambique
Robert Fligg, Joana Barros (Natural
Resources Canada, Birkbeck, University of
London.
(Birkbeck)
Early modern human dispersals out of
Africa: Testing models for mechanisms
using agent based modelling
Penny Spikins, Alison Heppenstall, Andy
Evans (University of York, University of
Leeds)
11.30 Parallel session B: Ageing and
Migration and community background
Chair: John Stillwell
Room: Magnum Room
The implications of ageing and migration for
the future population, health, labour force
and households of Northern England
Phil Rees and Chengchao Zuo (University of
Leeds)
Ageing and migration: some reflexions on
the effects of the economic and financial

Chair: Kirk Harland
Room: Neville Room
Small scale agent-based modelling of
infectious disease transmission
Mike Bithell, Erica Bithell and James
Brasington (University of Cambridge)
Patterns of Aspiration: Spatial agent-based
simulation of school choice policy
James Millington (Kings College London)
ABM for Education Planning,
Kirk
Harland,
Alison
Heppenstall
(University of Leeds)
14.00 Parallel session B: Migration
Analysis and Modelling 1
Chair: Stamatis Kalogirou
Room: Magnum Room
Visualising and interpreting sub-national
migration patterns in the United Kingdom
over the past decade
Nik Lomax, Paul Norman, Phil Rees and
John Stillwell (University of Leeds)
Destination Choices of Skilled Internal
Migrants in China: Jobs, Amenities and
Ownership Structure of Economy
Ye Liu and Jianfa Shen (The Chinese
University of Hong Kong)
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Putting Greece on the map of internal
migration modelling: the spatially varying
effect of determinants of destination choice
of those leaving Athens
Stamatis Kalogirou (Harokopio University)
15.30 Tea/coffee
16.00 Parallel session A: Time/Space
Modelling
Chair: Nick Malleson
Room: Neville Room
Exploring the impact and effectiveness of
the ‘Project Optimal’ Burglary Reduction
Initiative in Leeds: A Spatio-Temporal
Approach
Nicholas Addis (University of Leeds)
Individual Level Daily Time Step
Demographic Simulation Modelling
Andy Turner, Thomas Doherty (University
of Leeds, University of Glasgow)
Spatio-Temporal Text Mining
Nick Malleson, Mark Birkin (University of
Leeds)
16.00 Parallel session B: Migration
Analysis and Modelling 2
Chair: John Stillwell
Room: Magnum Room
Modelling individual migration behaviour
using a commercial data set: (An
investigation of the need for weighting and)
An analysis of mover/stayer characteristics
across the life course
Michael Thomas, Myles Gould and John
Stillwell (University of Leeds)
Internal migration and the frictional effect of
distance
John Stillwell and Konstantinos Daras
(University of Leeds)
Modelling migration flows for EU regional
policy

Adam Dennett (CASA, University College
London)
17.45 Keynote presentation 3:
Chair: Graham Clarke
'Agent-based Models of Geographical
Systems'
Mark Birkin, University of Leeds
Neville Room
18.45 Close
20.00 Drinks and conference dinner
(Fazenda restaurant, 21:00)

2.2. IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto
August 2013
The Applied Geography Commission held a
joint session at the IGU regional conference
in Kyoto with the Commission on Health
and the Environment. The theme title was
‘Modelling
small
area
data
for
epidemiological studies’. The papers given
were:
Tomoki Nakaya, Ritsumeikan University:
Modelling Geographic Disparities in Cancer
Survival in Osaka Prefecture, Japan
Yuri Ito, Osaka Medical Center for Cancer
and Cardiovascular Diseases:
‘Investigating spatial clusters of cancer
incidence in Osaka Prefecture, Japan: An
application of GIS for Cancer Control’
Ta-Chien Chan, Academia Sinica:
‘Balancing the privacy concern and
tolerance of precision in epidemiologic
study by geographical masking methods’
Kazumasa Hanaoka, Tohoku University:
‘Small area estimation of health behavioural
indices in Osaka city, Japan’
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Satoshi Nagao, Japan Planning Systems co.,
ltd.: ‘Development of Built-up areas and
Walking Habits of elderly people in
Kameoka City, Japan’
Michelle Almond, University of Leeds:
‘Spatial variations in Childhood Obesity: the
school and neighbourhood geographies’
Shigeru Inoue, Tokyo Medical University:
‘Associations
between
objectivelymeasured environmental attributes and
physical activity among Japanese adults’
Michelle A Morris, University of Leeds:
‘Spatial analysis of overweight and obese in
the UK Women’s Cohort Study (UKWCS)’
Ikuho Yamada, Chuo University:
‘A space-time analysis of the risk of low
birthweight and neighborhood contextual
factors’
Shinya Yasumoto, University of Tokyo:
‘Longitudinal trends in equity of park
accessibility in Japan: An investigation of
the role of causal mechanisms’
Monika Vij, Delhi University, Industrial
Development: ‘Human Health and Urban
Environment in Delhi Mega City’
Chien Tat Low, The University of Hong
Kong: ‘Understanding the geography of
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) body
constitution in population health’

3. Networking
In addition to the two ‘official’ meetings,
there continues to be informal networking
among members of the Commission through
electronic
means.
Where
possible
Commission Members and Friends have met
informally
at
various
professional
association
conferences
to
discuss
Commission activities. We have been keen
to organize joint events with other IGU
Commissions. The meeting in Leeds for
example was held in collaboration with three
other IGU commissions: Dynamics of
Economic Spaces, GIScience and Modelling
60

Geographical Systems. The meeting was
also attended by an informal group of
scholars under the banner of the agent-based
modelling group. Similarly, a joint session
at the IGU regional conference in Kyoto was
held with the Commission on Health and the
Environment. In 2014 we wish to build more
formal links with the Regional Science
Association International which also
encourages applied research in economic
and geographical modelling and planning.
Thus, we shall organise a set of themes and
papers around applied location modelling
for the North American RSAI meeting in
Washington in November.

4. Publications
A new book was launched at the session
organized by the Commission at the IGU
Congress in Cologne, Germany, in August
2012 but only became available at the end of
2012/early 2013.
Title: Studies in Applied Geography and
Spatial Analysis: Addressing Real World
Issues
Editors:
Robert J. Stimson, Kingsley E. Haynes
Chapters:
1. Applied geography: Relevance and
approaches
Robert J. Stimson, Kingsley E. Haynes
2. A
geographic
perspective
on
demographic evolution in Europe: The
C.E.G. participation in the ESPON
1.1.4 project
Diogo de Abreu
3. A national transport policy: The case of
Pakistan
Roger Stough
4. Spatial modelling, GIS and network
analysis for improving sustainability of
transporting aggregates in the UK
Chengchao Zou, Mark Birkin, Graham
Clarke, Fiona McEcoy, Andrew
Bloodworth
5. SMILE - An applied spatial microsimulation model for Ireland
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Karyn Morrissey, Cathal O’Donoghue,
Graham Clarke, Dimitris Ballas,
Stephen Hynes
6. Using GIS and spatial modelling to
support school network planning in
Estonia
Edgar Sepp, Jüri Roosaare
7. Spatial
optimisation:
Expanding
emergency services to address regional
growth and development
Alan T. Murray, Daoqin Tong, Tony H.
Grubesic
8. Urban growth in the Brisbane-South
East Queensland region and its
implications for emergency services
provision: A Geographical Information
Systems-based approach
Jonathan Corcoran, Robert J. Stimson,
Prem Chhetri, David Rohde, Angela
Higginson
9. Geographical dimensions of federal
investment
in
small
business
development
Kingsley E. Haynes, Haifeng Qain,
Sidney C. Turner
10. Geographic modelling, public policy,
and informing the ‘store wars’
sovereignty debate in Australia
Robert G. V. Baker, Stephen N. Wood
11. Defending
territory:
Automobile
dealership customer and site analysis
John Lombard
12. West Midlands (UK) regional planning
(1999-2012), functioning economic
geography and the E3I belt: Coping with
uncomfortable truths
Michael Taylor, John R. Bryson
13. Technopoles:
Governance
and
networking
Haddad Ismail
14. Economics of space: Estimating the
economic significance of a NASA
testing facility
Michael C. Carroll, Will M. Burns
15. Using input-output and GIS to assess
the economic, fiscal and development
impacts of toll roads in the Dallas: A 40
year perspective
Bernard L. Weinstein, Terry L. Clower
16. Helping community groups to address
urban planning issues in a gipsy

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

deprived neighbourhod: Geographical
experiences from Perpignan in a postriot context
David Giband
Designing, implementing, monitoring
and evaluating an urban community
development program in Portugal
Maria Lucinda Fonseca, Alina Esteves
A Local master plan for biospheric
conservation
and
development:
Concept, methodology, and application
Eliahu Stern
Assessing responses responses to
National Weather Service warnings:
The case of a Tornado
Burrell E. Montz
Managing environmental hazards of
outdoor falls among the elderly
population of Hong Kong
Poh-chin Lai, Wong Wing-Cheung,
Chan Ming-Houng, Low Chien-Tat,
Wong Kin Chung Martin
Hydropower in the Chilean Patagonia:
Evaluating socio-economic conditions
for resettlement and/or compensation of
rural inhabitants
Frederico Arenas, Pablo Osses
McIntyre

A new book will be commissioned from the
IGU meeting in Leeds. This should be
available in 2014. In addition to the book, a
collection of papers on applied population
analysis (building on the IGU session at
Leeds) will be published by Prof John
Stillwell in a special edition of the journal
‘Applied Spatial Analysis and Policy’. The
contents include:
The IMAGE studio: A tool for internal
migration analysis and modelling
John Stillwell, Konstantinos Daras, Martin
Bell and Nik Lomax
Internal migration in United Kingdom:
Analysis of an estimated inter-district time
series, 2001-2011s
Nik Lomax, John Stillwell, Paul Norman
and Phil Rees
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Interprovincial
migration,
regional
development and state policy in China,
1985-2010
Ye Liu, John Stillwell, Jianfa Shen and
Konstantinos Daras
Exploring and validating a commercial
lifestyle survey for its use in the analysis of
population migration
Michael Thomas, John Stillwell and Myles
Gould

It is proposed that the Applied Geography
Commission will continue to organize
unique events around applied geography and
planning as well as participate where
possible at the annual IGU regional
conferences. We also wish to continue the
past tradition of producing excellent
publications. In particular, we have the
following events scheduled for 2014:
1.

Producing a 4th edited book on Applied
GIS and Spatial modelling to be
launched at the 2014-2015 IGU
Congress. This will be based on the
papers from our meeting in Leeds in
May 2013.

5. Archival Contributions

2.

The Commission has not deposited any
materials with the IGU archives as such
although we hope in 2013 to make sure all
our activities are better archived.

Hold a workshop in Tel Aviv in May
2014 – please see flyer below. This is
being convened by AGU secretary, Eli
Stern.

3.

Organise a special sessions for
Commission activities as part of the
North American Regional Science
Association meeting in Washington,
November 2014. John Lombard and
Graham Clarke are the co-convenors.

4.

Organise Applied Geography sessions
as part of IGU Regional Conferences in
Krakow and Beijing.

5.

Organise new workshops in May 2015
(Bangkok), 2016 (Europe – venue to be
confirmed) along the lines of the Tel
Aviv meeting in May 2014.

Quantifying the effects of economic and
labour market inequalities on inter-regional
migration in Europe – a policy perspective
Adam Dennett

6. Continuation
The Commission requests that the IGU
Executive Committee recommends that the
Commission be continued under its present
name, the Applied Geography Commission.

7. Proposed Activities

62

- 63 -

C12.03 Biogeography
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
As steering committee members of the IGU
Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity for the period 2012-2016, the
following colleagues had been appointed:
Prof. Dr. Udo Schickhoff (Chair)
Department of Geography
University of Hamburg
Bundesstr. 55, 20146 Hamburg, Germany
Ph.: +49 428384911
Email:
schickhoff@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de
Prof. Dr. Kazuharu Mizuno (Vice-Chair)
Graduate School of Asian and
African Area Studies
Kyoto University, Japan
Ph.: +81-75-753-9191
Email: mizuno@jambo.africa.kyoto-u.ac.jp
Dr. Mark Blumler
Biological Sciences Department
SUNY Binghamton
Vestal Parkway East
PO Box 6000, Binghamton, NY 13902 USA
Ph.: (607) 777 6732
Email: mablum@binghamton.edu
Dr. Reija Hietala
Department of Geography and Geology
University of Turku
FI-20014 Turku, Finland
Ph.: +358 2 333 5584
Email: reija.hietala@utu.fi
Prof.
Dr.
Nagula
Nagabhushanam
Department of Geography
Sri Venkateswara University
Tirupati - 517502, Andhra Pradesh, India,
Ph.: +91-984-9076144
Email: nnbgeo@yahoo.com

Prof. Dr. Alvaro Gonzalez-Gervasio
Department of Geography
Universidad de la Republica
Av. 18 de Julio 1968, Montevideo, Uruguay
Ph.: (598) 2400 9201
Email: alvarog@chasque.apc.org
Dr. Jennifer Hill
Department of Geography and
Environmental Management
School of the Built and Natural Environment
University of the West of England
Frenchay Campus, Coldharbour Lane,
Bristol BS16 1QY, UK
Ph.: +44 (0)117 328 3000
Email: jennifer.hill@uwe.ac.uk
Prof. Dr. Andrew Millington
Faculty of Science and Engineering
Earth Sciences
Flinders University, GPO
Box 2100, Adelaide 5001, South Australia
Ph.: +61 8 82012269
Email: andrew.millington@flinders.edu.au
Prof. Dr. David Taylor
Department of Geography
Museum Building
Trinity College Dublin
University of Dublin, Ireland
Ph.: +353-(0)1 896 1581
Email: taylord@tcd.ie
Dr. Alexander Wearing
Department of Geography
University of Otago
PO Box 56, Dunedin, New Zealand
Ph.: +64 3 479 8774
Email: aew@geography.otago.ac.nz
Dr. José Alejandro Velázquez
Department of Geography
UNAM, Mexico
Ph.: + (55) 56232842
Email: alexmontes2000@yahoo.com
63

- 64 -

1.2. Corresponding Members
Current corresponding members of the
Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity are listed below, arranged by
countries.
This membership list currently has 236
members, but does not include numerous
delegates from respective host countries
attending the annual meetings.
Argentina
Alessandro, M.B., Mendoza
Australia
Bekle, H., Perth
Kull, C.A., Clayton
Millington, A., Adelaide
Austria
Geitner, C., Innsbruck
Grabherr, G., Wien
Samimi, C., Wien
Brazil
Melo e Souza, R., Aracaju
Rezende da Silva, S., Sao Paulo
Tavares Rocha, Y., Sao Paulo
Canada
Sinclair, J., Winnipeg
Tews, J., Ottawa
Chile
Cabalar Fuentes, M., Santiago
Quintanilla, V., Santiago
Rojas, C., Concepcion
China
Ming, J., Zhangye
Ren, Z., Beijing
Zhang, X., Beijing
Ethiopia
Bekele, T., Shashemene
Desta, H., Addis Ababa
Woldu, Z., Addis Ababa
Finland

Hietala, R., Turku
Georgia
Gegechkori, A., Tbilisi
Germany
Albrecht, C., Giessen; Anhuf, D., Passau;
Audorff, V., Bayreuth; Baranova, A.,
Hamburg;
Becht,
M.,
Eichstätt;
Beierkuhnlein, C.; Bayreuth; Bittner, T.,
Bayreuth; Block, J., Erlangen; Block, M.,
Erlangen; Bobrowski, M., Hamburg;
Böhling, N., Kirchheim u. Teck; Böhmer,
H.J., Bonn; Borchardt, P., Hamburg;
Bräuning, A., Erlangen; Bürzle, B.,
Hamburg; Chmielewski, F.M., Berlin;
Cikovac, P., Köln; Deil, U., Freiburg;
Dlugosz, A., Trier; Dotter, D., Regensburg;
Dulamsuren, C., Göttingen; Ehlkes, L.,
Hamburg; Engwald, S., Frankfurt a.M.;
Fartmann, T., Münster; Faude, U., Bonn;
Feilhauer, H., Erlangen; Filz, K., Trier;
Finch, O.D., Oldenburg; Fränzle, O., Kiel;
Friedmann, A., Augsburg; Gawlik, J.,
Erlangen; Gebel, M., Dresden; Gebhardt,
H., Karlsruhe; Glawion, R., Freiburg i.Br.;
Gleich, A., Erlangen; Griessinger, J.,
Erlangen; Hahn, I., Münster; Harter, D.,
Bayreuth; Hochhut, E.S., Mainz; Hohnwald,
S., Göttingen; Holler, S., Hamburg; Hölzel,
N., Münster; Jaeschke, A., Bayreuth;
Jedicke, E., Karlsruhe; Jentsch, A.,
Bayreuth; Jungkunst, H., Göttingen;
Jurasinski, G., Rostock; Kappas, M.,
Göttingen; Karl, H.V., Göttingen; Kiehl, K.,
Freising; Kreft, H., Göttingen; Kreyling, J.,
Bayreuth; Krummel, T., Göttingen;
Kuhlmann, M., Münster; Kuhn, E.,
Gackenbach; Küster, H., Hannover; Lange,
J., Hamburg; Lembeck, R., Hamburg; le
Mellec, A., Göttingen; Lingenhöhl, D.,
Erlangen; Link, M., Gießen; Löffler, J.,
Bonn; Loos, G.H., Oberhausen; Lötters, S.,
Trier; Löw, A., Hamburg; Mahecha, M.,
Jena; Menz, G., Bonn; Metzing, D.,
Oldenburg; Meyn, A., Potsdam; Miehe, G.,
Marburg; Mühlner, S., Leipzig; MüllerHohenstein, K., Bayreuth; Nagy, L.,
Bayreuth; Najmi, U., Greifswald; Neff, C.,
Karlsruhe; Nezadal, W., Erlangen; Nüsser,
M., Heidelberg; Nutz, L., Karlsruhe; Pape,
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R., Bonn; Peters, M., München; Peters, T.,
Erlangen; Platten, H., Koblenz; Poschwitz,
H., Frankfurt a.M.; Pott, R., Hannover;
Reimer, F., Bonn; Reiss, M., Marburg; Reu,
B., Leipzig; Richter, M., Erlangen; Rödder,
D., Bonn; Rollenbeck, R., Mannheim;
Runkel, U., Trier; Russow, F., Bensheim;
Sattler, D., Leipzig; Scheid, A., Karlsruhe;
Schickhoff, U., Hamburg; Schiller, H.,
Eitorf; Schlütz, F., Göttingen; Schmidtlein,
S., Karlsruhe; Schmitt, T., Bochum;
Schmitt, E., Giessen; Schröder, H.,
Erlangen; Schröder, B., Mannheim;
Schröder, B., Rostock; Schulz, E.,
Würzburg; Schulz, N., Erlangen; Schwab,
N., Hamburg; Schwabe, B., Erlangen;
Siewert, A., Hamburg; Steinbauer, M.,
Bayreuth; Steinecke, K., Bremen; Stenzel,
S., Bonn; Strewe, R., Bad Zwischenahn;
Sturm, H.J., Frankfurt a.M.; Szarzynski, J.,
Mannheim; Thannheiser, D., Hamburg;
Treter, U., Erlangen; Vanselow, K.A.,
Erlangen; Vater, G., Berlin; Venzke, J.F.,
Bremen; Veste, M., Hamburg; Völkel, J.,
Regensburg; von Wehrden, H., Halle/Saale;
Wagner, F., Bremen; Wallossek, C., Köln;
Wehberg, J., Hamburg; Weiß, W., Erlangen;
Weis, M., Freiburg; Wellstein, C., Bayreuth;
Werner, W., Heidelberg; Werner, M.,
Mainz; Wesenberg, J., Leipzig; Wilmking,
M., Greifswald; Wollesen, D., Bochum;
Zemmrich, A., Greifswald
Great Britain
Hill, J., Bristol
Jones, B., Oxford
Syfert, M., Cambridge
India
Bhat, M.S., Srinagar; Chauhan, D., Jaipur;
Chauhan, G.S., Bhopal; Das, S.A., Mysore;
Eswarappa, B., Bangalore; Jayakumar,
K.V., Kozhikode; Jeet, I., Jammu; Kala,
C.P., Kosi-Katarmal; Kanth, T.A., Srinagar;
Kumar, A., Delhi; Kumria, P., Delhi;
Maithani, D.D., Srinagar (Garhwal); Mal,
S., Delhi; Nagabhushanam, N., Tirupati;
Nandeshwar, M.D., Kozhikode; Negi, V.S.,
Delhi; Pandey, U.N., Bilaspur; Panwar,
M.S., Srinagar (Garhwal); Pathak, M.,
Bhurkura; Prasad, R., Jaipur; Rahman, M.;

Gauhati; Sharma, P., Gauhati; Sharma, V.R.,
Delhi; Singh, M., Rohtak; Singh, P.K.,
Lucknow; Singh, R.B., Delhi; Tiwari, V.K.,
Bilaspur; Wodeyar, A.K., Bangalore
Ireland
Taylor, D., Dublin
Japan
Fujita, T., Kyoto; Kimoto, K., Hiroshima;
Koarai, M., Tsukuba; Mizuno, K., Kyoto;
Teshirogi, K., Tokyo
Kyrgyzstan
Kulikov, M., Laskov, G., Bishkek
Mexico
Patricia, P., Guadalajara
Velázquez, J.A., Mexico City
Mongolia
Damdinsuren, O., Khovd
Namibia
Bethune, S., Curtis, B., Joubert, D.F.,
Windhoek
New Zealand
Wearing, A., Dunedin
Nigeria
Aweto, A., Ibadan
Norway
Lundberg,

A.,

Vetaas,

O.,

Bergen

Poland
Bokwa, A., Krakow
Dudek, A., Warsaw
Romania
Baltescu-Socol, O., Grigorescu, I., Bucarest
Romanescu, G., Iasi
Russia
Belonovskaya, E., Dikareva, T.V., Tishkov,
A.A., Moscow
Makhinov, A.N., Khabarovsk
Spain
Infante Fabres, N.O., Barcelona
Lozano Valencia, P.J., San Sebastian
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Switzerland
Beck, J., Basel; Brügger, R., Bern;
Jeanneret, F., Bern; Nagel, P., Basel; von
Fumetti, S., Basel; Vonlanthen, C., Bern;
Wolf, S., Zürich
Thailand
Schmidt-Vogt, D., Bangkok
Tunisia
Ayache, F., Sousse
Mondher, C., Manouba
Ukraine
Gerasimenko, N., Kiev
Uruguay
Gonzalez-Gervasio, A., Montevideo
USA
Blumler, M., Binghamton
Hessing-Lewis, M., Corvallis

2. Meetings
2.1. 2012
IGU 32nd INTERNATIONAL
GEOGRAPHY CONGRESS
COLOGNE, GERMANY
26th-30th August, 2012
The IGC Cologne, Germany, 26-30 August,
was the major event in 2012 for the
worldwide community of geographers as
well as for the Biogeography and
Biodiversity Commission. At the IGC, the
Commission conducted a business meeting
and two paper sessions. This IGC is
considered an unprecedented success for the
IGU. The numbers of delegates surpassed all
expectations, as more than 2800
Geographers from more than 80 countries
across the globe participated in this
Congress at the University of Cologne in
order to share their research ideas and
network with each other. Especially
encouraging for the IGU was the large
number of younger registrants who had been
attracted by the new approach of the
organizing committee. The Congress
stressed the importance of Geography as a
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discipline that uniquely straddles the social
and natural sciences. The failure (until
recently) of science to understand the
fundamentally integrated nature of earth
systems at a range of spatial scales –
something that Geographers recognised long
ago – has led us to the brink of a global
environmental crisis. This is a chance to use
our talents – through research and teaching
– and especially through the invigoration
that our younger practitioners offer – to lead
the way. The Congress proved it can be
done. Congratulations to the organisers and
good luck to the Chinese delegation who
formally invited the delegates to the next
one, to take place in Beijing in 2016. In the
meantime, you can catch highlights of the
magnificent opening ceremony and the
wonderful keynotes by following the link to:
http://livestream.igc2012.org/
Business meeting of the Biogeography
and Biodiversity Commission at the 32nd
International Geographical Congress
(IGC) Cologne 2012, August 26-30
During the business meeting the
Commissions’ past and future activities
were discussed, other topics included
steering
committee
membership,
networking,
publications,
and
the
newsletter. The meeting started with a
review of the Commissions’ meetings 20082012, major outcomes of these meetings
were
highlighted.
Regarding
the
continuation of the Commissions’ work, the
following objectives have been defined for
the period 2012-2016:
•

•

To continue to explore and exploit the
diversity of biogeography as a
discipline within Geography, Biology
and
allied
disciplines,
thereby
promoting biogeography teaching,
research and scholarship
To organise fora for presentation and
discussion (i) within the IGU structures
(IGU Regional Conference Kyoto 2013,
etc.), (ii) by group meetings with
national geographical bodies, and (iii)
to promote biogeographical research
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•

•

•

and scholarship by geographers within
other international organisations such
as the International Biogeography
Society (IBS), the International
Association for Vegetation Science
(IAVS), and other ICSU/IUBS
organisations
Using our full members we will
organise joint meetings with the
biogeography groups in India, Poland,
Japan, and Germany in the next four
years
Using our experiences of biogeography
in developing countries, we will
continue to hold joint meetings in those
countries
to
further
promote
biogeography as an important discipline
We will continue to publish
proceedings of our meetings wherever
possible

We continue to develop our newsletter as the
main source of information, to be located on
the Commission’s new website containing
information on its structure and activities, as
well as on new publications and other
relevant news in our field. In terms of
networking, we also continue cooperation
with other IGU Commissions as well as
other international groups and scientific
bodies.
During the business meeting a new Steering
Committee, consisting of a Chair and a
Vice-Chair as well as nine additional
Steering Committee members had been
elected providing for the management of the
Commission.
Sessions of the Biogeography and
Biodiversity Commission at the 32nd
International Geographical Congress
(IGC) Cologne 2012, August 26-30
The local organizing committee kindly
allocated two time slots for paper sessions to
the Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity. A total of 7 papers could be
accommodated in these technical sessions,
spanning a wide variety of topics:
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C08.03-01 Climate Change and Land Use
Effects on Species, Communities and
Ecosystems: Indian Subcontinent and the
Himalayas
Chair: Udo Schickhoff, R.B. Singh
R.B. Singh (University of Delhi):
Anthropogenic Biomes: Regional Response
to Global Climate Change Modeling
Th. Scholten (University of Tübingen), D.
Wagner (Alfred Wegener Institute), M.
Schloter (Helmholtz Zentrum München), P.
Kühn, C. Dörfer (both: University of
Tübingen), J. Ollivier (Helmholtz Zentrum
München), S. Yang (Alfred Wegener
Institute):
The Permafrost Transect - Effects of Climate
Change and Land Use on Permafrost and
Carbon Dynamics in Soils along a Climate
Gradient across the Tibetan Plateau
Rama Prasad (University of Rajasthan):
Land Degradation and Changing Ecosystem
in Central Aravalli Hilly Range: A Case
Study of Tonk District, Rajasthan, India
Udo Schickhoff (University of Hamburg):
Himalayan forest-cover changes over the
past two centuries: A review of spatial and
temporal aspects
C08.03-02 Climate Change and Land Use
Effects on Species, Communities and
Ecosystems
Chair: R.B. Singh, Udo Schickhoff
Tishkov Arkady, Elena Belonovskaya (both:
Russian Academy of Sciences):
The priority for the European mountain
biodiversity conservation in Russia
Inder Jeet (University of Jammu):
Spatial-Temporal Variability of Apple
Orchards in Response to Environmental
Change in Himachal Pradesh (India)
Dharmender Chauhan (University of
Rajasthan):
Distribution of aloe vera in semi-arid region
(Khetri), Rajasthan
The above paper sessions attracted much
interest among the attendees of IGC 2012
and yielded productive discussions,
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contributing to an overall stimulating and
rewarding conference. The sessions of our
Commission had been integrated into a
remarkable program of plenary sessions,
technical sessions, poster sessions, meetings
and seminars, exhibitions, and field trips.
Framing the scientific program by colourful
inaugural and closing ceremonies, shows,
and social events the local organizing
committee did a great job in making IGC
2012 a successful, memorable and
rewarding event.
2.2. 2013
IGU CONFERENCE ON
GEOINFORMATICS FOR
BIODIVERSITY AND CLIMATE
CHANGE, ROHTAK, HARYANA,
INDIA, 14th-16th March, 2013
The IGU Conference on Geoinformatics for
Biodiversity and Climate Change in Rohtak,
Haryana, India, was jointly organized by the
Department of Geography, Maharshi
Dayanand University, Rohtak, Haryana, the
IGU Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity, and the IGU Commission on
Land Use and Land Cover Change. This
Conference
highlighted
various
environmental problems associated with
development under climate change.
The Commission is very grateful to Dr. R.B.
Singh, Secretary General of the National
Association of Geographers, India, and
Vice-President of the IGU for the tasks he
undertook co-organizing and advising this
conference. The Commission also expresses
sincere thanks to the local organizing
committee including the Patron Prof. R.P.
Hooda, Vice-Chancellor of Maharshi
Dayanand University, the Convener Prof.
M.I. Hassan, Head of Department of
Geography, and the Organizing Secretary
Dr. Mehtab Singh, Department of
Geography.
Focal theme of the conference

problems associated with development and
changing climatic scenarios. The problem of
climate change and ensuing transformations
that are to manifest in various sectors of
human life on the earth is an important area
where the geoinformatics can play a vital
role. Environmental perspectives and the
scientific approaches including modern
technologies are bringing spatial solutions to
environmental and societal problems.
Geoinformatics along with its accessories
like Remote Sensing and GIS helps in
assessing
the
results
of
various
environmental problems both physical and
social. This conference welcomed all
geographers,
scientists,
hydrologists,
academicians, researchers, technologicians,
environmentalists, engineers, planners,
policy makers, social workers, research
students and other interested professionals
from geography and its allied fields to share
their research experiences.
Focal theme
GEOINFORMATICS
FOR
BIODIVERSITY
AND
CLIMATE
CHANGE
Special session on
 Disaster Risk Reduction
Subthemes
and
Land
 Biogeography
Information System
 Land Use Land Cover Change and
Biodiversity
 Climate Change and Extremes
 Natural Resource Management
 Urban Health and Well-being
 Coastal Zone Management
 ‘Population-DevelopmentEnvironment’ Interface
 Integration of Remote Sensing,
GIS and GPS for Geospatial
Applications
The academic sessions consisted of
invited/plenary talks and contributed paper
presentations.

This International Conference aimed to
highlight the various environmental
68
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The above paper sessions attracted much
interest among the attendees of the Rohtak
Conference and yielded productive
discussions, contributing to an overall
stimulating and rewarding symposium.
Around 500 delegates from India and
abroad, including the USA, Russia, Japan,
Australia, Iran and Ethiopia, had been taking
part in the event.

IGU
REGIONAL
CONFERENCE
KYOTO, JAPAN, 4th-9th August, 2013
The IGU Kyoto Regional Conference 2013
was hosted by the Japan National
Committee for IGU on behalf of the entire
geographic community in Japan and in
cooperation with Japan Organization of
Geographical Societies (JOGS) and IGU.
The following invitation has been
circulated:
The main theme of the conference was
“Traditional
Wisdom
and
Modern
Knowledge for the Earth's Future”. The
ancient capital of Japan, Kyoto is globally
recognized in association with the Kyoto
Protocol, which was concluded in December
1997 at the Kyoto International Conference
Center, where the Conference was held. The
Conference added a new page in the history
of this memorable venue and succeeded in
enhancing global understanding, especially
in the light of the global environmental
challenges the world now faces.
The Great East Japan Earthquake/Tsunami
on March 11, 2011 and the unprecedented
disaster that followed, including the nuclear
disaster at Fukushima, have shaken not only
Japan, but also the rest of the global
community. The events have led an
increasing number of people to reconsider
their values, priorities, and ways of living.
The Conference offered ample opportunities
to learn, think, and exchange information
and ideas on these crucial issues. It also
provided an opportunity for networking.

The participants of the Conference also
enjoyed visiting other parts of Japan and its
vicinity by joining pre- or post-congress
excursions. These were arranged by the
Organizing
Committee
or
IGU
Commissions, with the support of a number
of national/regional geographical societies.
Activities of the Biogeography and
Biodiversity Commission at the Kyoto
Regional Conference
At the Kyoto Regional Conference, the
Commission conducted a business meeting
as well as the following sessions within the
technical session series:
CS03-1 Scientific mapping of climate
change, water, forests and biodiversity
Chair(s): Udo Schickhoff (Univ. of
Hamburg), Kazuharu Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.)
Kazuharu Mizuno,Tomohiro Fujita (Kyoto
University)
Vegetation succession on Mt. Kenya in
relation to glacial fluctuation and global
warming
Virender Singh Negi (Shaheed Bhagat
Singh (E) College, University of Delhi)
Impact of Climate Change on Livelihood in
the Western Himalayas
Pawan Kumar Singh (National PG College,
Lucknow University, Lucknow)
Distributional Patterns of Biographical
Regions in Indian Subcontinent: A Spatial
Analysis
Mohan Pathak (S.M.R.D.P.G. COLLEGE,
BHURKURA, GHAZIPUR, U.P.)
Biodiversity of the Ganga River Flood
Plains (India); An Ecological Perspectives
CS03-2
Biodiversity
and
forest
conservation: policy implications and
local knowledge system
Chair(s): Koichi Kimoto (Hiroshima
Jogakuin Univ.), R. B. Singh (Delhi Univ.)
Poonam Kumria, R.B. Singh, Koichi
Kimoto (University of Delhi)
Exclusion or Empowerment: Participatory
Deliberations on Forest Commons in
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Dehradun Valley, India
Mahfuza Rahman, Jayasree Borah, Pradip
Sharma (Cotton College)
Forest Cover, Policies and Governance in
Assam India
Ines Grigorescu, Monica Dumitrascu,
Gheorghe Kucsicsa, Mihaela Nastase
(Institute of Geography, Romanian
Academy)
Assessing Invasive Terrestrial Plant Species
in the Romanian protected areas.
Pradip Sharma, Mahfuza Rahman, Dhanjit
Deka, Rubul Hazarika
(Cotton College)
Livelihood
Challenges
of
Fringe
Communities of Dabaka and JamunaMaudanga
Reserved Forests, Assam, India
CS03-3 Biodiversity conservation and
livelihood security
Chair(s): Koichi Kimoto (Hiroshima
Jogakuin Univ.), R. B. Singh (Delhi Univ.)
Kirill Ju. Bazarov (Pacific Institute of
Geography FEB RAS)
Automatically interpretation of satellite
Images which were made in different times
(by example of transboundary territories).
Vishwa Raj Sharma (University of Delhi)
Land Use, Forests and Environmental
Pollution in Agra Metropolitan City
Ajay Kumar, R.B. Singh, Koichi Kimoto
(University of Delhi)
Local Knowledge and Forest Management
in Changing Environment of Rajasthan
Drylands in India: A Case of Sariska
National Park
Koichi Kimoto, Das S Arun (Hiroshima
Jogakuin University)
Process of Desertification a Challenging
Resilience: Forest Management as Regional
Governance in Southern India
The above paper sessions attracted much
interest among the attendees of the Kyoto
Regional Conference and yielded productive
discussions, contributing to an overall
stimulating and rewarding meeting. The
sessions of our Commission had been
integrated into a remarkable program of
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plenary sessions, technical sessions, poster
sessions,
meetings
and
seminars,
exhibitions, and field trips. Framing the
scientific program by colourful inaugural
and closing ceremonies, shows, and social
events the local organizing committee did a
great job in making the Kyoto Conference a
successful, memorable and rewarding event.
2.3. Upcoming
IGU CONFERENCE ON
GEOHAZARDS, RESOURCE
SUSTAINABILITY AND MOUNTAIN
RESPONSE TO GLOBAL CHANGE,
SRINAGAR, JAMMU & KASHMIR,
INDIA, 4th-5th June, 2014
Hosted by:
Department of Geography and Regional
Development
University of Kashmir, Srinagar-190006,
Jammu & Kashmir, India
Ph: +91-9906577391
Fax: 0194-2425195
E-Mail:
iguconferencesrinagar2014@gmail.com
Website:
www.iguconferencesrinagar2014.com
Invitation
The Commission’s annual meeting 2014
will be held within the framework of the
IGU Conference on Geohazards, Resource
Sustainability and Mountain Response to
Global Change, Srinagar, Jammu &
Kashmir, India, June 4-5, which is jointly
organized by the Department of Geography
and Regional Development, University of
Kashmir, the IGU Commission on Mountain
Response to Global Change, and the IGU
Biogeography
and
Biodiversity
Commission.
We are pleased to invite you to participate in
the Srinagar meeting. It will also be an
excellent opportunity to discover the beauty
and variety of the environment and culture
of Jammu & Kashmir.
The main theme of the conference is:
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Geohazards, Resource Sustainability and
Mountain Response to Global Change
We look forward to welcoming you to
Srinagar in June 2014!
Conference Organization
Patron
Prof. Talat Ahmad
Vice-Chancellor, University of Kashmir
Convener
Prof. Tasawoor A. Kanth
UGC-SAP Coordinator, Department of
Geography and Regional Development
University of Kashmir
Email: tasawoork@yahoo.co.in
Organizing Secretary
Prof. M. Sultan Bhat (Head)
Department of Geography and Regional
Development, University of Kashmir
Email: msbhatgeog@yahoo.com
Important Deadlines
Submission of Abstract: March 15, 2014
Intimation of Acceptance: April 15, 2014
Registration / Submission of Full Paper:
April 30, 2014
Conference Dates: June, 4-5, 2014
Registration Fee
Registration fee for Indian Participants:
Rs. 5000
Registration
fee
for
International
Participants: USD 250
Registration fee for Research Scholars
(Indian): Rs. 2000
Registration fee for Delegates from outside
Academic Institutions: Rs. 6000
Registration is compulsory for all
participants. The registration fee will be
remitted by Demand Draft drawn in favour
of “IGU CONFERENCE SRINAGAR 2014” payable at Srinagar. Registration fee
along with complete application form must
reach to Prof. M. Sultan Bhat, Organizing
Secretary, Department of Geography and
Regional Development, University of
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Kashmir, Srinagar, J & K, India latest by
March 15, 2014.
The application form can be downloaded
from the website of the University of
Kashmir, Srinagar
(www.kashmiruniversity.ac.in).
Alternatively the payment may be made by
Electronic Fund Transfer to IGU
CONFERENCE
SRINAGAR-2014,
Account No. with J&K-Bank, University
Branch, Srinagar by IFSC Code JKB. You
may also pay directly into A/C No. in the
name of IGU CONFERENCE SRINAGAR2014 through cheque.
Foreign delegates please contact Organizing
Secretary for more details regarding the
payment.
Thrust Areas of the Conference
The over-exploitation of some of the
important earth resources like land and
water has led to a number of environment
related problems world over. At the same
time, the natural and anthropogenic
activities have led to increase of geohazards
around the globe, with the result that the
sustainability of different earth resources is
threatened. In this context, the relevance of
geohazards and sustainability of earth
resources for human survival has become a
major international issue as scientific
evidence builds on the global health
implications of resource loss. This issue is
closely linked with the issue of climate
change and risks due to climate change are
associated with fast degradation of mountain
environment which are the main source of
different resources like glaciers, water,
forests, soil, medicinal plants, etc. Holistic
natural resource based spatio-temporal
planning, development and management is
essential to save the degraded ecosystem for
sustainable resource management. This
International Conference aims to highlight
the various environmental problems
associated with development and changing
climatic scenarios. The problem of climate
change and ensuing transformations that are
to manifest in various sectors of human life
on the earth is an important area where the
geo-spatial tools can play a vital role.
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Environmental perspectives and the
scientific approaches including modern
technologies are bringing spatial solutions to
environmental and societal problems.
Different geo-spatial tools like Remote
Sensing, GIS and GPS help in assessing the
results of various environmental problems
both physical and social. This conference
welcomes all geographers, scientists,
hydrologists, academicians, researchers,
technologists, environmentalists, engineers,
planners, policy makers, social workers,
research students and other interested
professionals from geography and its allied
fields to share their research experiences.
Focal Theme
Geohazards, Resource Sustainability and
Mountain Response to Global Change
Special Session on
Geohazards & Disaster Risk Reduction
Sub Themes
 Sustainable Natural Resource
Management
 Biogeography
and
Land
Information System
 Land Use and Land Cover Change
 Global Climate Change and
Extremes
 Disaster
Management
and
Planning
 Environment and Health
 Sustainable Tourism Development
 ‘Population-DevelopmentEnvironment’ Interface
 Integration of Remote Sensing,
GIS and GPS for Geospatial
Applications
The academic session will consists of
invited/plenary talk and contributed paper
presentations.
Call for Papers
There will be poster as well as oral
presentations in the conference. Intending
authors are requested to submit their original
research contribution in the form of abstract
(not exceeding 500 words) by email to the

Organizing Secretary on or before March,
15, 2014. The abstract of the paper should be
typed with double space Times New Roman
(12 Font Size) with title of the paper, name
of the author(s), affiliation, email address
besides the content. Author(s) will be
informed by email about the acceptance of
their abstracts by March, 31, 2014.
Thereafter, the contributors are requested to
send their full papers and registration fee by
April 20, 2014. Full paper in MS Word
format should reach to the Organizing
Secretary by e-mail attachment. Research
scholars must send their abstract/full paper
through H.o.D/Principal/Chairman. The
accepted papers will be published as full text
in the conference proceedings.
IGU
REGIONAL
CONFERENCE
KRAKOW, POLAND, 18th-22th August,
2014
We are pleased to invite you to participate in
the 2014 IGU Regional Conference which
will be held in Kraków, Poland, 18-22
August, 2014. It will also be an excellent
opportunity to discover the beauty and
variety of the environment and the culture of
Central and Eastern Europe.
The main theme of the conference is
Changes, Challenges, Responsibility.
Modern geography faces significant
challenges focusing on the recognition of
and response to contemporary changes in the
environment, society and economy. All this
calls for our responsibility. The conference
aims to create a forum at which these issues
can be addressed. It is open to all
geographers across the spectrum who
specialize in all fields of the discipline. The
conference is going to be an event
contributing to efforts undertaken, for
example, by ICSU/ISSC Future Earth, and
aimed at defining pathways towards
sustainability and responding effectively to
the risks and opportunities of global
environmental change.
Kraków, the former capital of Poland, is the
seat of the second oldest university in
Central Europe, established in 1364. The
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Jagiellonian University is the seat of the first
ever Chair of Geography in Poland,
established in 1849.
We believe that the 2014 IGU Regional
Conference will be an important and
meaningful event, bringing together
geographers from all over the world and
contributing to a better understanding of the
changes and challenges faced by the world
and our discipline as well as the
responsibility we all share.
The conference is organized under the
honorary patronage of the President of the
Republic
of
Poland,
Bronisław
Komorowski.
For further information see the website
http://www.igu2014.org/
We look forward to welcoming you to
Kraków in August 2014!
IGU Biogeography and Biodiversity
Commission participation:
The Biogeography and Biodiversity
Commission is actively planning the
following sessions:
1) Climate Change and Dynamics of
Mountain
Ecosystems
2) Linking Biogeography and Society
3) Biogeographical Distributions, Gradients,
Disturbances: The Indian Subcontinent in
Focus
Important Dates:
15 October 2013 Deadline for the
submission of the IGU Commission / Task
Force
sessions
proposals
1 November 2013 Early registration starts
30 November 2013 Deadline for the
submission of the Thematic sessions
proposals
15 January 2014 Deadline for submitting
abstracts
for
papers
and
posters
25 February 2014 Notification of results of
abstract
reviews
10 March 2014 Publication of the

provisional
conference
programme
2 April 2014 Deadline for early registration
fee
payment
15 May 2014 Deadline for regular
registration
fee
payment
18-22 August 2014
IGU Regional
Conference in Kraków

3. Networking
In the 2012-13 period, the Commission on
Biogeography and Biodiversity continued to
cooperate with other IGU Commissions as
well as with other international groups and
scientific bodies. For instance, the
Commission’s annual meeting 2013 in
Rohtak, Haryana, India (International
Conference on Land Use Change,
Biodiversity and Sustainable Resource
Management), was jointly organized by the
Department of Geography, Maharshi
Dayanand University, Rohtak, the IGU
Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity, and the IGU Commission on
Land Use and Land Cover Change. The
forthcoming Commission’s annual meeting
2014 in Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, India,
June 4-5, will be jointly organized by the
Department of Geography and Regional
Development, University of Kashmir, the
IGU Commission on Mountain Response to
Global Change, and the IGU Biogeography
and Biodiversity Commission. Moreover,
the organisation of these conferences and
other previous meetings is facilitated by
close institutional ties to other scientific
bodies.

4. Publications
The long awaited ‘The SAGE Handbook of
Biogeography’, edited by the former
Chairman of our Commission, Prof. Andrew
C.
Millington
(Adelaide),
Steering
Committee Member Prof. Mark A. Blumler
(New York), and the current Chairman,
Prof. Udo Schickhoff (Hamburg) was
published in late 2011. This retrospective
and prospective overview of the discipline
of Biogeography is the final result of longterm Commission activities that can be
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traced back to Commission meetings in
Armenia (2000) and New York City (2001)
where the idea of this handbook was
generated. The editors expect that it will be
considered an important contribution to the
field of Biogeography.
The SAGE Handbook of Biogeography is a
manual for scoping the past, present and
future of biogeography that enable readers to
consider, where relevant, how similar
biogeographical issues are tackled by
researchers in different 'schools'. In line with
the concept of all SAGE Handbooks, this is
a retrospective and prospective overview of
biogeography that will:
• consider the main areas of biogeography
researched by geographers
• detail a global perspective by incorporating
the work of different schools of
biogeographers
• explore the divergent evolution of
biogeography as a discipline and consider
how this diversity can be harnessed
• examine the interdisciplinary debates that
biogeographers are, and are not,
contributing to within geography and within
the biological sciences.
Aimed at an international audience of
research students, academics, researchers
and practitioners in biogeography, the text
will attract interest from environmental
scientists, ecologists and biologists and
geographers alike.
Other publications:
Papers presented during Commissions 2011
annual meeting, the 3rd International
Geography Congress in Kozhikode, Kerala,
India, 06-08 May 2011, had been classified
thematically into various sections and
published in 2013 in a comprehensive
proceedings volume. The volume contains
numerous papers grouped into the following
sections:
 Natural
hazards/disasters
and
environmental challenges
 Impact of deforestation on hydrological
processes











Impact of anthropogenic activities and
climatic changes on biodiversity
Geomorphology and natural resource
management
Geoinformatics: technology - society
interface
Impact of population explosion and
urbanisation on land use and cover
change
Environmental pollution and quality of
life (water, land, air)
Geopolitical economy of development
and globalisation
Tourism-impacts, implications and
alternatives
Recent
challenges
for
ethnic
communities, refugees and war victims
Spatial
infrastructure,
alternative
planning and management perspectives

The bibliographic reference is as follows:
Nandeshwar, M.D., Jayakumar, K.V.,
Gopinath, G. & Ambili, G.K. (eds.)(2013):
Sustainable Natural Resources Management
Under Changing Climatic Scenarios.
Proceedings of the Third International
Geography Congress. Allied Publ., Delhi.
In the report period 2012-13 the
Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity produced comprehensive
newsletters each year (about 40 pp. each)
which have been distributed to the IGU
community through the respective channels.
A new website of the Commission on
Biogeography and Biodiversity has been
constructed and is now accessible under
http://www.geowiss.uni-hamburg.de/igeogr/biogeographie/igu/index.html.

5. Archival Contributions
All newsletters and relevant materials of the
Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity had been sent upon release to
the IGU Secretary General and Treasurer,
Prof. Mike Meadows, during the report
period 2012-2013.
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6. Continuation
The IGU Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity does want to continue its
successful work during the period 20122016. The Commission did not feel the need
to change its name since the current name is
short, most appropriate, and of pronounced
recognition value.
One of the prime objectives of the
Commission’s work is to promote
biogeographical teaching, research and
scholarship and to contribute to the
development of biogeography as an
important discipline. The Commission
meetings address various aspects of spatial,
ecological and historical biogeography, and
emphasize the societal relevance of
biogeography. The themes of Commission
meetings are rather integrative themes,
encompassing
nature
and
culture,
encompassing both ecological and socioeconomic aspects of biogeography,
indicating a distinct enthusiasm for
interdisciplinary topics such as land use and
land cover change, people, resources and
sustainable development, political ecology
or livelihood enhancement of local people.
The Commission is an active advocate of the
unity of geography, and fully endorses
efforts into a holistic view of emerging
research problems - at the same time a
distinguishing mark of research programmes
that are currently conducted by leading
Commission members.
A special focus of the Commission’s work is
promoting Biogeography in developing
countries where it often is a thriving
discipline. Recently, numerous studies on
patterns of biodiversity, implications of
global climate change, remote sensing of
ecosystem
properties,
conservation
biogeography, and other biogeographical
aspects have been published by scientists
from
developing
countries.
The
Commission seeks to support this
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development by conducting annual meetings
preferably in developing countries and, in
general, by contributing to establish modern
Biogeography in various parts of the globe
as a discipline with important applications to
critical problems of global change.
Objectives for 2012-2016
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

To continue to explore and exploit the
diversity of biogeography as a
discipline within Geography, Biology
and
allied
disciplines,
thereby
promoting biogeographical teaching,
research and scholarship
To organise fora for presentation and
discussion (i) within the IGU structures
(Regional Conference Krakow 2014,
Moscow 2016, IGC Beijing 2016), (ii)
by group meetings with national
geographical bodies, and (iii) to
promote biogeographical research and
scholarship by geographers within other
international organisations such as the
International Biogeography Society
(IBS), the International Association for
Vegetation Science (IAVS), and other
ICSU/IUBS organisations
Using our full members we will
organise joint meetings with the
biogeography groups in India, Japan,
USA, and Germany in the next years
Using our experiences of biogeography
in developing countries, we will
continue to hold joint meetings in those
countries
to
further
promote
biogeography as an important discipline
We will continue to publish
proceedings of our meetings wherever
possible
We continue to develop our newsletter
as the main source of information, to be
located on the Commission’s new
website containing information on its
structure and activities, as well as on
new publications and other relevant
news in our field.
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C12.04 Climatology
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair:
Zbigniew Ustrnul
Department of Climatology
Institute of Geography and Spatial
Management
Jagiellonian University
Gronostajowa 7, 30-387 Krakow, Poland
Ph: +48 12 6645324
Fax: +48 126645385
Email: zbigniew.ustrnul@uj.edu.pl
Secretary:
Kristina Blennow
S. Swedish Forest Research Centre
Swedish Univ. of Agric. Sciences
P.O. Box 49, SE-230 53 Alnarp, Sweden
Ph: +46 40 415230
Fax: +46 40 462325
Email: Kristina.Blennow@ess.slu.se
Arieh Bitan
Department of Geography
Tel Aviv University
P.O. Box 39040, 69978 Tel Aviv, Israel
Ph: +972 3 6414148, 6405162
Fax: +972 3 6406243
Email: bitana@post.tau.ac.il
Latifa Henia
Faculté des Sciences Humaines et Sociales
Université de Tunis 94
bd du 9 avril 1938, 1007 Tunis, Tunisie
Ph: +216 98 529 466
Fax: +216 71 567 551
Email: latifa.henia@fshst.rnu.tn
Jun Matsumoto
Department of Geography
Tokyo Metropolitan University
Minami-Ohsawa 1-1,
Hachioji-shi, 192-0397 Tokyo, Japan
Ph: +81 42 677 2596,
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Fax: +81 42 677 2589
Email: jun@center.tmu.ac.jp
Francisco Mendonça
Federal University of Paraná
Dep Geografia Centro Politecnico
Jd. Américas 81531-970 Curitiba Brasil
Ph: +55 41 3361 3458
Email: chico@ufpr.br
Ana Monteiro
Department of Geography
Porto University
Via Panorâmica s/nº, 4150 Porto, Portugal
Ph: +351 919698402
Email: anamt@letras.up.pt
Roger S. Pulwarty
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration; and
University of Colorado
Climate Diagnostics Centre,
325 Broadway, R/CDC1, Boulder
Colorado 80305, USA
Ph: +1 303 497 4425
Email: roger.pulwarty@noaa.gov
Nigel Tapper
Department
of
Geography
and
Environmental Science
Monash University
Victoria, Australia
Ph: +61 3 99052931
Fax: +61 3 99052948
Email: nigel.tapper@arts.monash.edu.au
Elena Voskresenskaya
Marine Hydrophysical Institute
2 Kapitanskaya St.,
99011 Sevastopol, Ukraine
Ph: +380 692 545400
Fax +380 692 544358
Email: elena_voskr@mail.ru
Alain A. Viau
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Département des sciences géomatiques
Faculté de foresterie et de géomatique
Pavillon Louis, Jacques-Casault, local 3731
Québec (Québec) G1K 7P4, Canada
Ph: +1 418 656 2072
Fax: +1 418 656 5837
Email: alain.viau@scg.ulaval.ca
1.2. Number of commission members as
of 1 December 2013
TOTAL: 11 members in the Steering
Committee.
One in each of the following countries:
Poland, Sweden, Israel, Tunisia, Japan,
Brazil, Portugal, USA, Australia, Ukraine,
Canada
HONORARY MEMBERS:
S. Gregory (U. K.), M. Yoshino (Japan), M.
Domroes (Germany) and L. Nkendirim
(Canada)
SENIOR MEMBERS:
A. Douguédroit (France), R. Brazdil (Czech
Republic), T. Mikami (Japan).
Newsletters have been delivered to hundreds
of climatologists by a mailing list
(CLIMLIST) however it was decided to
complete the list of corresponding members
(everyone interested in cooperating in the
frame of Commission). The data has still
being collected and prepared.

2. Meetings
The Commission on Climatology has been
operating for international research
cooperation and studies on the field of
climatology. It promotes individual and
group research work, encourage the
exchange of relevant documents and
information. The main stream of activities in
2012-2013 period was, on the point, focused
on scientific information exchange. Internet
has become the principal medium, due to
which the cooperating members were able to
share the results of leading-edge research.
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2.1. Organized meetings
IGU International Congress, Cologne,
Germany, 26 - 30 August 2012
The CoC organized 5 Sessions (28-29
August) with 15 timeslots covering the
topics:
- Climate change and variability in different
spatial and temporal scales
- Weather and Climate Extremes
- Applied Climatology in 21 Century
- Potential Impacts of Climate Variability
and Change on Agriculture
- Urban climates
During the sessions 55 presentations were
given by scientists from 21 countries,
representing Europe, Asia, North and South
America, Australia and Oceania. The total
number of session participants is difficult to
estimate.
There was also a joint session CoC-IGU
MRP: Climate change in the areas with
Mediterranean climate: characteristics,
mitigation and adaptation
organized/announced but due to the small
number of participants interested as well as
some personal problems it was finally
cancelled.
Steering Committee meeting – Cologne,
Germany, 29.08.2012
During the IGU Congress Steering
Committee meeting took place. It was
attended by 5 full members as well as 5
observers. The general theme of the meeting
were the Commission activities planned for
2013 and 2014 (e.g. IGU Regional
Conference in Japan and in Poland.)
The general themes of the meeting were:
1. the Commission current organizational
details (membership, etc.)

77

2.

activities planned for 2013-2014: a)
mid-year activities, b) conferences, c)
publications

IGU Regional Conference – Kyoto, 4-9
August 2013
In IGU Kyoto Regional Conference, held at
Kyoto International Conference Center,
Japan from August 4 to 9, 2013. Three
commission sessions were organized with
twelve slots:
 Climatic change and variability in
different spatial and temporal scales (13
presentations)
 Urban climate (12 presentations)
 Past, present and future changes of
Asian and Australian monsoon and their
impact on nature and society (11
presentations)
In addition, two joint sessions with the
Commission on Hazard and Risk, and the
Commission on Water Sustainability were
organized:
 Water resources and climate change
(Joint session with the Commission on
Water Sustainability)
 Climate-related risk and hazard in the
21st century (Joint session with the
Commission on Hazard and Risk)
Furthermore, two general sessions were
under the auspices of CoC: Climatology (7
presentations) and Water resources (4
presentations). In addition, 11 posters were
presented in 113 Climatology, one poster in
114 Meteorology and in 115 Hydrology,
respectively.
Unfortunately except for Jun Matsumoto
from Tokyo Metropolitan University,
JAMSTEC/RIGC,
Japan
no
other
commission members attended from abroad.
It should also be noted that Prof. Masatoshi
Yoshino, the founder of our commission and
the former vice president of IGU, and Prof.
Takehiko Mikami, the former commission

member
from
Japan,
gave
presentations in CoC sessions.

their

The Commission does not have any
particular member-list. It has been working
with the steering committee as the only
Commission “Body” however lots of
climatologists and environmental as well as
urban and human studies scientists are
cooperating. The list list of corresponding
members
(everyone
interested
in
cooperating in the frame of Commission)
has been completing via CLIMLIST mailing
group. It was also decided that Commission
needs representatives from Africa (except
Latifa Henia) and also precisely from China.
Africa being a developing region is an
important research scope (climatic change
issues due to inhabitance, agriculture –
famine, water resources, industry, etc.),
Chinese brainpower seems to be more and
more influential and also well financed
(numbers of research groups, publications,
editorial boards members, scientific
journals, etc.)
It was noted that due to many obligations
mid-year CoC activities leave much to be
desired; however, climatology is the basis
also for other commissions so there is a point
in collaboration, CoC could to contribute to
the work of other commissions (joint
sessions at Kyoto Regional Conference).
Kyoto Regional Conference 2013 - prof.
Matsumoto (the CoC SC member)
responsible for climatology sessions,
Kraków Regional Conference 2014 – prof.
Ustrnul (the chair of CoC) responsible for
climatology sessions.
After Cologne Congress there was planned
to publish a book of climate change and
variability in different spatial and temporal
scale but it is needed to look for other
publication possibilities
2.2. Upcoming Meetings
IGU Regional Conference
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9 sessions covering broad range of topics are
arranged by Commission on Climatology
during the 2014 IGU Regional Conference
which will be held in Kraków, Poland, 1822 August, 2014:
-

Climate change and variability in
different spatial and temporal scales
Weather and climate extremes
Historical climatology
Climate modeling and scenarios
Polar and mountain climates
Urban climates
Atmospheric circulation in different
scales
GIS and remote sensing in atmospheric
sciences
Climate
change
impacts
and
vulnerability

The Steering Committee business meeting is
planned in Kraków as many SC Members
have confirmed participation in the
Conference.
XI – SBCG / Brazilian Climatology
Symposium (under the auspices of IGU –
Commission on Climatology)
Climate change and variability: state of the
art and perspectives for interaction-nature
society: Curitiba / Brazil – 14 to 17/10/2014
Topics:
-

Theoretical
and
methodological
advances in the study of climate
Qualitative and quantitative modeling
in climatology
Risks, vulnerabilities and resilience
associated with climate
Applied Climatology: urban climate,
agroclimatology, health, etc.
Climatology and teaching
Tropical climatology

3. Networking

Two joint sessions with the Commission on
Hazard and Risk, and the Commission on
Water Sustainability were organized during
IGU Regional Conference – Kyoto, 4-9
August 2013




On August 6, CS40-1 Water resources
and climate change (Joint session with
the
Commission
on
Water
Sustainability), one slot with two
presentations chaired by Claudio
Cassardo of Univ. of Torino.
On August 7, CS18 16-17 Climaterelated risk and hazard in the 21st
century (Joint session with the
Commission on Hazard and Risk), two
slots with 6 presentations, chaired by
Jun Matsumoto of Tokyo Metropolitan
University.

4. Publications
NEWSLETTER 13 (June 2012)
NEWSLETTER 14 (December 2012)
NEWSLETTER 15 (May 2013)
NEWSLETTER 16 (December 2013)
It was decided that the best way for
disseminating
information
was
the
electronic one, even in developing countries
where, if colleagues do not own private
computers, all the universities have a
website. Hard copy mailing was stopped.
The existing lists as CLIMLIST is used to
send around the Newsletters. We can be sure
that the CoC Newsletters are provided to a
great number of geography climatologists.
CoC website:
http://www.klimat.geo.uj.edu.pl/CoC.htm

5. Archival Contributions

All newsletters (from 2005) are available on
the website
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C12.05 Coastal Systems
1. Membership
2013 has been a year of renewal of part of
the CCS steering committee, and we are
very pleased and happy to welcome on board
Margarita Stancheva, who has been an
active promoter of the CCS in the annual
European Geophysical Union meetings in
Vienna, Troels Aagaard, our extremely
dynamic colleague in Denmark, and Abdel
El Mrini and Raoul Laïbi, two young and
very active scientists, respectively in
Morocco and Benin, and who, we are sure,
will contribute actively to the promotion of
the CCS in Africa. Outgoing members were
Darius Bartlett, Adoté Blivi, Helmut
Brückner and John Hsu.
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair:
Prof. Edward J. Anthony
Aix--‐Marseille Université
CEREGE, UMR 34
Europôle Méditerranéen de l’Arbois
13545
Aix en Provence Cedex 4
France
anthony@cerege.fr
Past Chair:
Prof. Douglas J. Sherman
School of Geosciences
Department of Geography
Texas A & M University College Station
Texas, U.S.A.
sherman@geog.tamu.edu
Vice-Chair:
Prof. Colin Woodroffe
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences
University of Wollongong
Wollongong, NSW
2522
Australia
colin@uow.edu.au
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Secretary, Newsletter Editor
Prof. Norbert P. Psuty,
74 Magruder Road
Institute of Marine and Coastal Sciences
Rutgers University
Highlands, NJ
07732
U.S.A.
psuty@marine.rutgers.edu
1.2. Members
Dr. Troel Aagaard
Associate Professor
Institute of Geography and Geology
University of Copenhagen
DK--‐1350
Copenhagen
Denmark
taa@geo.ku.dk
Dr. Françoise Breton
ETC/TE Deputy-Manager
European
Topic
Centre
Terrestrial
Environment
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona
Edifici C – Torre C5
4a planta
E-08193
Bellaterra (Barcelona)
Spain
Francoise.Breton@uab.cat
Prof. Paolo Ciavola
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra
Università di Ferrara
Via Saragat 1
44100
Ferrara
Italy
cvp@unife.it
Dr. Abdel El Mrini
Abdelmalek Essaâdi University
P.O. Box 2121
Tetouan
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93000
Morocco
aelmrini@gmail.com
Dr. David R. Green
Centre for Marine and Coastal Zone
Management
Department of Geography and Environment
College of Physical Sciences
University of Aberdeen
AB24 3UF
Scotland
UK.
d.r.green@abdn.ac.uk
Dr. Derek Jackson
Centre for Coastal and Marine Research
School of Environmental Science
University of Ulster
Cromore Road, Coleraine
Northern Ireland
BT52 1SA
UK.
d.jackson@ulster.ac.uk
Dr. Antonio Henrique da F. Klein
Depto de Geociências/CFH/UFSC
Campus Universitario
Trinidade Florianopolis
SC
Brazil
CEP 88.040-970.
klein@cfh.ufsc.br

Dr. Raoul Laibi
Dépt de Géologie
Université d’Abomey-Calavi
Abomey-Calavi
Benin
raoulaibi@yahoo.fr
Dr. Jeffrey Ollerhead
Dean of Science
Mt. Allison University
65 York Street
Sackville, New Brunswick
Canada
E4L 1E4
jollerhe@mta.ca
Dr. Maragrita Stancheva
Senior Research Assistant
Department of Marine Geology
and Archaeology
Institute of Oceanology
Bulgarian Academy of Science
P.O. Box 152
Varna 9000
Bulgaria
stancheva@io-bas.bg
Prof. Dr. Andreas Vött
Department of Geography
Universität zu Köln
Albertus-Magnus- Platz
50923
Köln/Cologne
Germany
andreas.voett@uni-koeln.de
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1.3. Number of commission members as of December 2013
Albania

1

Ecuador

1

Japan

5

South Africa

6

Algeria

1

Egypt

1

Korea

2

Spain

14

Argentina

5

Estonia

3

Malaysia

0

Surinam

1

Australia

12

Finland

3

Mexico

1

Sweden

2

Azerbaijan

1

80

Morocco

4

Switzerland

1

Bangladesh

2

1

New Zealand

9

Taiwan

4

Belgium

23

France
French
Polynesia
Gabon

1

Mozambique

1

Netherlands

16

Benin

3

Georgia

1

Nigeria

2

Togo

1

Brazil

17

Germany

14

Norway

2

Tunisia

1

Bulgaria

5

Greece

2

Peru

1

Turkey

4

Canada

16

Hong Kong

1

Philippines

2

Ukraine

1

Chile

2

India

4

Poland

3

United Kingdom

28

China

9

Indonesia

1

Portugal

15

USA

90

Columbia

1

Iran

1

Romania

6

Uruguay

1

Côte d'Ivoire

3

Ireland

7

Russia

5

Vietnam

1

Cuba

1

Israel

3

Senegal

1

Yugoslavia

1

Denmark

3

Italy

13

Singapore

1

2. Meetings
Two meetings were organized in 2012 and
2013 by the CCS:
IGC Meeting ‘Down to Earth’ IGU
Conference, Cologne, Germany
26 – 30 August 2013
Sessions convened by Edward Anthony and
Norb Psuty and organized by the CCS:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Beaches and Dunes
Rocky Coasts
Coastal Erosion and Management
Coastal Monitoring
Sea level Rise and Impacts

Total number of participants:
Total number of presentations:

82

63
48

IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto, Japan
4 – 9 August 2013
Session organized by the CCS:
Coasts: Learning from the past, planning
for the future
Session convenors:
Prof. Masatomo
Umitsu, Prof. Yongqiang Zong, Dr. Toru
Tamura
The session considered the lessons that can
be learned from studying how coastal
landforms, ecosystems and communities
have changed in the past. It outlined the
extent to which a better understanding of
these coastal processes can inform
assessments of future dangers and provide
guidance for more sustainable coastal
systems
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Meeting planned for 2014 to be organized
by the CCS and convened by CCS
Steering Committee member Françoise
Breton
IGU Regional Meeting, Krakow, Poland, 18
- 22 August 2014: Management of the coast
and sea in the Mediterranean basin and the
Black Sea: outcomes of the FP7 PEGASO
project as challenges for the 21st century.
3.

Networking

The CCS has not undertaken collaborations
over 2012-2013 with other IGU
Commissions and Task Forces, although
there is a desire to do so. This should get
organized during the next IGC Conference
Several other meetings, not organized by the
CCS, nevertheless acted as a forum for
promoting the activities of the CCS.
These are:
 European Geosciences Union, Vienna,
Austria, 7 – 12 April 2013
 12th International Coastal Symposium,
University of Plymouth, UK, 8 – 12
April 2013
 8th IAG Conference, Paris, France, 27
– 31 August 2013
 International Coastal Atlas Network,
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, 16
– 18 June 2013
 CoastGIS 2013, Victoria, British
Columbia, Canada, 18 – 21 June 2013

4.

Publications

4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues
and books published in 2012-2013
Two newsletter are published a year. A
special issue of papers from the IGC
Cologne 2012 meeting is presently in the
stages of being completed in the Journal of
Coastal Conservation. The SI is entitled
Human-altered coastal systems: processes,
monitoring and management. It will

- 84 -

comprise 8 papers from the meeting. The
expected publication date is March 2014.
Theme and contributions of the Special
Issue:
The imperatives of economic development
have constantly brought pressure to bear on
coasts. In many countries throughout the
world, the coast is increasingly destabilized
by the construction of tourist infrastructure,
routes and harbours. The lessons
accumulated form the destabilization of
coasts by massive development, commonly
resulting in erosion and costly mitigation
solutions, are commonly forgotten or
deliberately ignored under the pressures of
development. At the same time, increasing
human occupation of the coastal zone is
resulting in alterations of the coast and
aggravating
exposure
of
coastal
communities to risks arising from highenergy events, global change and sea level
rise. The aim of this session is to bring
together experiences on human-altered
coasts, through case studies, from several
countries that illustrate links between the
physical and human dimensions of coasts
that subtend the objectives and activities of
the Commission on Coastal Systems of the
International Geographic Union. The
proposed papers address various aspects of
coasts, such as the utility of a better
understanding of the morphodynamic
functioning of beaches and dunes to their
management, and to anticipated effects of
global change, lessons from storm impacts,
GIS-based coastal observation, coastal
video monitoring, sustainable coastal
development, and working with nature in
coastal defence. It is intended that the
proposed papers will contribute to the
corpus of research on human-altered coasts
and to ways of mitigating coastal
destabilization, in line with the objectives of
the Journal of Coastal Conservation.
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C12.06 Cold Region Environments
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
The IGU CRE Steering Committee
reorganized in 2012 to improve flexibility
and performance and is now organized with
a Chair (Canada), Co-chair (Argentina, and
representing Central and South America)
and Regional Co-chairs reflecting the
countries that are hosting future IGU
General Assemblies (i.e. Russia 2015, China
2016). We have established a Secretariat as
well.
New members have been added from India,
Belgium and the U.S.A. We have further
established a Canadian Secretariat with the
addition of two honorary members. In this
regard, Dr. Mike Pisaric (Brock U) and Dr.
Bryan Grimwood (U Waterloo) have signed
on as Honorary Members of the CRE
Steering Committee and will serve as CRE
Secretary General and Young Researcher
Advisor, respectively.
Chair: Nancy Doubleday
Department of Philosophy
McMaster University
1280 Main St West., Hamilton
ON Canada L8S4K1
Ph: (1) 905 525 9140 x 23087
Email: doublen@mcmaster.ca
ncdday@gmail.com
Co-Chair: Dario Trombotto
Ianigla, CCT Mendoza, Conicet
Casilla de Correo 330
5500 Mendoza
Argentina
Ph: 54 261 524 4208
Fax: 54 261 524 4200
Email: dtrombot@lab.cricyt.edu.ar
Co-Chair Russia

Tatiana Vlassova
Department of Experimental Geosystem
Research
Ph: 499 135 22 02
Fax: 495 959 00 33
Email: marianna@orc.ru
Co-Chair China:
Xiaoping Yang
Institute of Geology and Geophysics
Chinese Academy of Sciences
P.O. Box 9825
Beijing 100029, China
Ph: +86 10 8299 8387
Fax: +86 10 6201 0846
Email: xpyang@263.net.cn
xpyang@mail.igcas.ac.cn
Gunther Ghysels
Meerstraat 181
9220 Hamme, België
Ph: 0032 52 20 07 69
Fax: 0032 497 27 14 06
Ole Humlum
Department of Geosciences
Sem Saelands vei 1
P.O. Box 1047, Blindern
NO-316 Oslo, Norway
Ph: 47 22 85 58 04/66 56
Fax: 47 22 85 42 15
Email: ole.humlum@geo.uio.no
Marie-Jeanne Sarah Royer
2 King Street, Aberystwyth
Ceredigion, SY23 2AY
United Kingdom
Ph: 07527 298024
Email: royer_marie_jeanne@yahoo.com
Norikazu Matsuoka
Institute of Geoscience
University of Tsukuba
Tennodai 1-1-1
Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan
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Ph: 029 853 4540
Email: matsuoka@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp
Nikolay I. Shiklomanov
Department of Geography
George Washington University
1922 F St. NW
Ph: (202) 994 3966
Fax: (202) 994 2484
Email: shiklom@gwu.edu
Prakash Chandra Tiwari
Department of Geography
Kumaon University
Nainital - 263 002
Uttarakhand, India
Ph: 915 942 237 156
Fax: 915 942 235 576
Email: pctiwari@yahoo.com
Christian Schlüchter
Switzerland
Email: Christian.schluechter@geo.unibe.ch
Wieslaw Ziaja
Institute of Geography and Spatial
Management of the Jagiellonian University

3-20 Bokji Street, 30-611
Krakow, Poland
Ph: +48 12 666 5284
Email: wieslaw.ziaja@uj.edu.pl
Honorary Members
Secretary General:
Michael Piscari
Department of Geography
Brock University
500 Glenridge Ave.
St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada
Ph: 905 688 5550 x 6152
Fax: 905 688 6369
Email: mpisaric@brocku.ca
Young Researcher Advisor
Bryan S.R. Grimwood
Department of Recreation and Leisure
Studies
University of Waterloo
Waterloo, Ontario
Canada, N2L 3G1
Ph: (519) 888 4567 x 32612
Email: bgrimwood@uwaterloo.ca

1.2. Corresponding Members
209 in 31 countries, distributed as follows:

Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bangladesh
Britain
Canada
China
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany

7
2
1
1
19
20
3
1
1
6
37

Hungary
India
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Japan
Mongolia
New Zealand
Norway
Poland

6
2
1
1
2
5
1
11
11
4

Portugal
Romania
Russia
South Africa
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Netherlands
Ukraine
U.S.A.

4
1
7
3
1
9
19
6
1
16
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2. Meetings

sustainability.
decisions in the world that will improve
sustainability.

2.
2.1. Meetings
2012-2013

2.2. 2014 and Beyond

Our
commission members organized a
2.1. 2012-2013
number of meetings and participated in
many commission
others in 2012-2013,
including:
Our
members
organized a
number of meetings and participated in
others
in 2012-2013,
including:
manyIPY
Final
Results Meeting,
Montreal,
April 2012
session
 IPY -Final1 paper
Results
Meeting, Montreal,
Theme:
to Action: the results
AprilKnowledge
2012
conference
thesession
final and biggest
- was
1 paper
meeting Knowledge
with some 7000
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The
Theme:
to Action:
the results
general
agreement
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participants
was
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was the
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that
we
must
find
political
will
to
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on
meeting with some 7000 delegates. The
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based science
for participants
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to Cologne,
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to sustainability.
 are
IGC
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2
paper
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40
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 IGC Cologne,
August 2012
Session -Theme:
Contextualising
2
paper
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40
change: methodological,
participants institutional and
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A
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research
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Introductions
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Discussion by
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positive
in favour
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overviews
co-chairs
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integration of social
and physical
sciences
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among
fields and
regions.
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Collaboration with other international,
intergovernmental and inter- and
multidisciplinary groups in 2012-2013:
Active involvement with the 2012 IPY
results meeting, and the successor bodies to
various scientific studies underway formed a
key area of collaboration in 2013.
Currently we are engaged in discussion
regarding a co-organized session for the
ICASS Conference program in May 2014.
Our Steering Committee members are active
in a range of other associations including:


Xiaoping Yang: Elected as Vice
President of the IAG (International
Association of Geomorphologists,
www.geomorph.org) for the period
2013-2017, now in charge of the IAG
Working Groups and the society’s
activities in Asian and Pacific regions.



Tatiana Vlasova: Councillor of the
International Arctic Social Science
Association

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues
and books published in 2012-2013
Grimwood, B. S. R., & Doubleday, N. C.
(2013). Illuminating traces: Enactments of
responsibility in practices of Arctic river
tourists and inhabitants. Journal of
Ecotourism, 12(2), 53-74.
Grimwood, B. S. R., & Doubleday, N. C.
(2013). From river trails to adaptive comanagement: Learning and relating with
Inuit inhabitants of the Thelon River,
Canada. Indigenous Policy Journal, 23(4),
18 pages.
Grimwood, B. S. R., Cuerrier, A, &
Doubleday, N. C. (2012). Introduction:
Arctic community engagement during the
2007-2008 International Polar Year. Polar
Geography, 35 (3-4), 189-193.
Grimwood, B. S. R., Cuerrier, Alain, &
Doubleday, N. C. (Guest Editors) (2012).
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Special
Issue:
Arctic
community
engagement during 2007-2008 International
Polar Year. Polar Geography, 35 (3-4), 189340.
Grimwood, B. S. R., Doubleday, N. C.,
Laidler, G. J., Donaldson, S. G., & Blangy,
S. (2012). Engaged acclimatization:
Towards responsible community-based
research in Nunavut. The Canadian
Geographer, 56(2), 211-230
Grimwood, B. S. R. (2012). The social
science
ontology
of
environment:
Challenges to human exceptionalism. In
Holden, A., & Fennell, D. (eds.). Handbook
of tourism and environment (pp. 19-30).
New York, NY: Routledge.
Matsuoka, N., Ikeda, A., Fukui, K., Kumaki,
Y. and Koide, H. (2012). Introduction to
‘Earth Surface Dynamics in the Cryosphere:
Review and Outlook’. Journal of
Geography, 121, 181–186. (in Japanese with
English abstract)
Matsuoka, N. and Ikeda, A. (2012):
Research frontier in periglacial processes.
Journal of Geography, 121, 269–305. (in
Japanese with English abstract)
Matsuoka, N. (2013). Cold region
geomorphology in Japan. Geographical
Review of Japan, 86B, 22-32.
Matsuoka, N., Suzuki, K., Ohtsuka, T.,
Ueno, K., Kumon, F., Sugai, T. and
Shikazono, N. (2013). Introduction to
‘Changing Natural Environments in the
Japanese Alps Region. Journal of
Geography, 122, 547–552. (in Japanese with
English abstract)
Matsuoka, N., Imaizumi, F. and Nishii, R.
(2013). Geomorphic dynamics and sediment
budget in the southern Japanese Alps:
Recent studies and prospects. Journal of
Geography, 122, 591–614. (in Japanese with
English abstract)
Nishii, R. and Matsuoka, N. (2012):
Kinematics of an alpine retrogressive
rockslide in the Japanese Alps. Earth
Surface Processes and Landforms, 37,
1641–1650.
Nishii, R., Matsuoka, N., Daimaru, H. and
Yasuda, M. (2013): Precursors and triggers
of an alpine rockslide in Japan: the 2004
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partial collapse during a snow-melting
period. Landslides, 10, 75–82.
Watanabe, T., Matsuoka, N. and
Christiansen, H.H. (2012): Controls on
patterned ground variability at a continuous
permafrost site, Central Spitsbergen. In:
Hinkel, K.M. ed., Tenth International.
Conference on Permafrost 1: International
Contributions. The Northern Publisher,
Salekhard, Russia, 431–436.
Watanabe, T., Matsuoka, N. and
Christiansen, H.H. (2012): Mudboil and icewedge dynamics investigated by electrical
resistivity tomography, ground temperatures
and surface movements in Svalbard.
Geografiska Annalar, 94, 445–457.
Watanabe, T., Matsuoka, N. and
Christiansen, H.H. (2013): Ice- and soilwedge dynamics in the Kapp Linné area,
Svalbard, investigated by two and three
dimensional ground-penetrating radar and
ground thermal and acceleration regimes.
Permafrost Periglacial Processes, 24, 39–55.
2013 Shiklomanov N.I., Streletskiy, D.A.,
Little, J.D., and Nelson F.E., Isotropic Thaw
Subsidence in Undisturbed Permafrost
Landscapes, Geophysical Research Letters
(in press)
2013 Shiklomanov N.I., and Nelson F.E.,
Thawing Processes and Thermokarst. In,
Treatise on Geomorphology, John F.
Shroder (ed.) Volume 8, pp. 354-373. San
Diego: Academic Press.
2013 Shiklomanov N.I., and Nelson F.E.,
Active Layer and Thaw Processes. In Elias,
S.A. (ed.), Encyclopedia of Quaternary
Science 2nd Edition, Vol 3., pp 421-429,
Amsterdam: Elsevier Scientific Publishers
2012 Anisimov O.A., Anohin Y.A., Lavrov
S.A., Malkova G.V., Pavlov A.V.,
Streletskiy D.A., Shiklomanov N.I. (in
alphabetical order): Chapter 8: Continental
Permafrost. In Semenov S.M. (ed.) Modern
Methods of climate change assessments in
Russia,
C.M.
Semenov
Editor,
Roshydromet, Moscow, Russia, 301-359 (In
Russian).
2012 Grebenets V.A., Shiklomanov N.I.,
Streletskiy D.A., Hazardous Geotechnical
Problems of Arctic Cities, Geography,

Environment, Sustainability Vol. 5(3), 104118
2012 Parente, G., Shiklomanov N.I.,
Streletskiy, D.A., Living in the New North:
Migration to and from Russian Arctic Cities,
Focus on Geography 55(3):77-89
2012 Shiklomanov, N.I., Streletskiy, D.A.,
Nelson, F.E., Northern Hemisphere
Component of the Global Circumpolar
Active Layer Monitoring (CALM) Program,
Proceedings of the 10th International
Conference on Permafrost, K.M. Hinkel
Editor, The Northern Publisher, Salekhard,
Russia, Vol. 1, 377-384.
2012 Shiklomanov N.I., and Streletskiy
D.A.: Effect of Cryosphere Changes on
Siberian Infrastructure. In P.Y Groisman
and G.Gutman (eds.) Environmental
Changes in Siberia: Regional Changes and
their Global Consequences. Springer
Environmental Science and Engineering
Series, Springer, New York, London, 155170.
2012 Nyland K.E., Shiklomanov N.I.,
Streletskiy, D.A., Klene, A.E., Nelson F.E.,
Effect of Vegetation on Soil-Surface
Temperatures
in
Northern
Alaska,
Proceedings of the Effect of Vegetation on
Soil-Surface Temperatures in Northern
Alaska K.M. Hinkel Editor, The Northern
Publisher, Salekhard, Russia, Vol. 1, 295302.
2012 Klene, A.E., Yoshikawa, K.,
Streletskiy, D.A., Shiklomanov, N.I.,
Brown, J., Nelson F.E., Temperature
Regimes in Traditional Iñupiat Ice Cellars in
Barrow, Alaska, USA, Proceedings of the
10th
International
Conference
on
Permafrost, K.M. Hinkel Editor, Fort
Dialog-Iset’, Tymne’ Ekaterinburg, Russia,
Vol. 4, 268-269
2012 Streletskiy, D.A., Shiklomanov, N.I.,
Hatleberg E., Infrastructure and a Changing
Climate in the Russian Arctic: A geographic
Impact Assessment, Proceedings of the 10th
International Conference on Permafrost,
K.M. Hinkel Editor, The Northern
Publisher, Salekhard, Russia, Vol. 1, 407414.
2012 Streletskiy, D.A., Shiklomanov, N.I.,
Nelson F.E., Spatial variability of
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permafrost active-layer thickness under
contemporary and projected climate in
Northern Alaska, Polar Geography 1-22
DOI: 10.1080/1088937X.2012.680204
2012 Streletskiy, D.A., Shiklomanov, N.I.,
Nelson F.E. Permafrost Infrastructure and
Climate Change: A GIS-based landscape
approach, Arctic, Antarctic, and Alpine
Research 44(3) DOI: 10.1657/1938-424644.3
2012 Shiklomanov, N.I., Non-Climatic
Factors and Long-Term, Continental-Scale
Changes in Seasonally Frozen Ground,
Environmental Research Letters, 7:
doi:10.1088/1748-9326/7/1/011003
2012 Streletskiy, D.A., Shiklomanov, N.I.,
Grebenetz V.A. Climate Warming-induced
Changed in Bearing Capacity of Permafrost
in the North of West Siberia, Earth
Cryosphere, XVI(1): 22-32 (in Russian).
Vlasova Tatiana (leading author of two
chapters in monograph). Arctic Resilience
Interim Report 2013. Arctic Council
(2013).Stockholm Environment Institute
and
Stockholm
Resilience
Centre,
Stockholm.117pp. ISBN 978-91-86125-424 (print) ISBN 978-91-86125-43-1 (PDF)
Tatiana Vlasova and Sergey Volkov (2013).
Methodology
of
socially-oriented
observations and the possibilities of their
implementation in the Arctic resilience
assessment. Polar Record, Cambridge
University Press. 49, pp 248-253.
doi:10.1017/S0032247413000119.
ISSN
0032-2474.
Vlasova T.K., Volkov S.G. Local and
traditional knowledge for observations and
assessment of Arctic socio-ecological
systems resilience // IGU Kyoto Regional
Conference. Online book of abstracts. Kyoto, August 4-9, 2013.
Vlasova T.K. Multi-scaled Socially-oriented
Observations for Responses to Arctic
Changes. International Conference «In the
Spirit of the Rovaniemi Process. Arctic
Cities, Global Processes and Local
Realities».2013. pp. 20-21.
Vlasova T.K. Interlinking Aims for
Improving Arctic People’s Quality of Life
and Achieving Global Environment
Sustainability as a Principle for Collective

Action. Northern Notes. Issue 39.
Spring/Summer. 2013. p.14
Tatiana K. Vlasova, Nancy C. Doubleday
IGU
Cold
Regions
Environments
Commission
Activities:
Russia
Cooperation. Geography, environment,
sustainability,
Russian
Geographical
Society, Faculty of Geography of
Lomonosov Moscow State University and
Institute of Geography of the Russian
Academy of Sciences. ISSN: 2071-9388.
2012: Vol. 5, No. 3, pp. 120-124.
Yang, X., Wang, X., Liu, Z., Li, H., Ren, X.,
Zhang, D., Ma, Z., Rioual, P., Jin X. and
Scuderi, L. (2013): Initiation and variation
of the dune fields in semi-arid northern
China - with a special reference to the
Hunshandake Sandy Land, Inner Mongolia.
Quaternary Science Reviews 78, 369 – 380.
Rioual, P., Lu, Y., Yang, H., Scuderi, L.,
Chu, G., Holmes, J., Zhu, B. and Yang, X.
(2013): Diatom-environment relationships
and a transfer function for conductivity in
lakes of the Badain Jaran Desert, Inner
Mongolia, China. Journal of Paleolimnology
50, 207 – 229.
Liu, Z. and Yang, X. (2013): Geochemicalgeomorphological evidence for the
provenance of aeolian sands and
sedimentary
environments
in
the
Hunshandake Sandy Land, eastern Inner
Mongolia, China. Acta Geologica Sinica
(English Edition) 87, 871 – 884.
Lancaster, N., Yang X. and Thomas, D
(2013): Spatial and Temporal Complexity in
Quaternary Desert Datasets: Implications
for Interpreting Past Dryland Dynamics and
Understanding Potential Future Changes.
Quaternary Science Reviews 78, 301-302.
Yang, X., Li, H. and Conacher, A. (2012):
Large-scale controls on the development of
sand seas in northern China. Quaternary
International 250, 74-83.
Yang, X. (2012): Chapter 31 –
Environmental change in arid and semi-arid
regions.
In:
The
Handbook
of
Environmental Change, Ed. Matthews, J.,
Bartlein, P., Briffa, K., Dawson, A., de
Vernal, A., Denham, T., Fritz, S. and
Oldfield, F. (London: Sage Publications)
Volume II, 141-162.
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4.2. Presentations 2012-2013
N. Doubleday, Social-Cultural-Ecological
Systems Perspectives on Cold Region
Environments and the Changes Affecting
These Regions and the Peoples Who Inhabit
the Cold Regions. Discussion Paper
presented to Interactive Session Hosted by
Cold Region Environments Commission,
International Geographical Union, Cologne,
Germany. August 24-30, 2012
N. Doubleday, Social-Cultural-Ecological
Systems Perspectives on Cold Region
Environments and the Changes Affecting
These Regions and the Peoples Who Inhabit
the Cold Regions. Discussion Paper
presented to Interactive Session Hosted by
Cold Region Environments Commission,
International Geographical Union, Cologne,
Germany. August 24-30, 2012.
Doubleday, N.C. “Transforming Knowledge
and Forming Understanding: the Importance
of the Earth’s Cold Regions to Our
Collective Future”. Invited Public Lecture,
Swiss Academy of Sciences Annual
Congress, (SCNAT 2012), Interlaken,
Switzerland. October 23, 2012.
Murray, M., Eicken, H., Bock, N., Epstein,
H., Evengård, B., Gearheard, S., Gerlach,
C., Graben, S., Grimwood, B., Juillet, C.,
Karcher, M., Labonte, D., McLennan, D.,
Pletnikoff, K., Schlosser, P., Scott, N.,
Sommercorn, M., Starkweather, S., Vardy,
M., Vitale, V., Wagner, I., & Wandel, J.
(2012). Science for society in the Arctic and
beyond:
Responding
to
Arctic
environmental change. Poster 2089, Session
2C Governance Across Scales: Earth
Stewardship. Planet Under Pressure 2012:
New Knowledge Towards Solutions. March
26-29, London.
Grimwood, B. S. R., Doubleday, N. C.,
Donaldson, S. G., & Ip, M. (2012).
Mobilizing Arctic knowledge for capacity
and care through community-based,
participatory,
and
visual
research
methodologies. Poster presentation at the
2012 International Polar Year Conference,
Montreal, QC.
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Doubleday, N. C., Ip, M., Donaldson, S. G.,
Grimwood, B. S. R., Charette, D., Ekidlak,
C., Kattuk, E., Kavik, D., & Tookalook, L.
M. (2012). Photos and plants through time:
Knowledge of the impacts of a changing
treeline through community-based research.
Paper presentation at the 2012 International
Polar Year Conference, Montreal, QC.
Grimwood, B. S. R. (2012). Six P’s for
enacting relational ethics: Recursive
patterns in community-based participatory
research of an Arctic riverscape. Panel
presentation at the 2012 Conference for the
Canadian Association of Geographers,
Wilfred Laurier University.
Dunkin, J., & Grimwood, B. S. R. (2012).
Mobile habitations of canoescapes. Paper
presentation at the 2012 Conference for the
Canadian Association of Geographers,
Wilfred Laurier University.
Grimwood, B. S. R. (2013). Nature-culture
values in Arctic riverscape tourism and
inhabitation. Paper presentation at the
Association of American Geographers
Conference (special session on Re-framing
Sustainable Tourism), Los Angeles, CA.
Muldoon, M., Qiu, J., Yudina, O., &
Grimwood, B. S. R. (2013). A postcolonial
reading of responsible nature-based tourism
in Sub-Arctic Canada. Paper presentation at
the 2013 International Critical Tourism
Studies Conference V, Sarajevo, BosniaHerzegovina.
Shiklomanov N.I., Streletskiy D.A., and
Nelson F.E., Isotropic Thaw Subsidence in
Undisturbed
Permafrost
Landscapes.
Annual Meeting of the American
Geophysical Union, San Francisco,
December 2013
Shiklomanov N.I. and Streletskiy D.A.,
Circumpolar Active Layer Monitoring
(CALM) program: The Past Present and
Future of Long-Term Active Layer and
Near-Surface Permafrost Observations.
International conference on Earth Cryology,
Pushchino, Russia, October 2013.
2013 Shiklomanov N.I., Active Layer: Data
availability
and
Analysis,
World
Meteorological
Organization,
Global
Terrestrial Network on Permafrost, Geneva,
Switzerland, May 2013
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Shiklomanov N.I., Streletskiy D.A., Orttung
R, Laruelle M., Building a Research
Network for Promoting Arctic Urban
Sustainability in Russia, Annual Meeting of
the Assosiation of American Geographers,
Los Angeles, CA, April 2013
Shiklomanov N.I. and Streletskiy D.A,
Climate
Change
and
Infrustructure
development in the Russian Arctic, Arctic
Frontiers, Tromso, Norway, January 2013.
Shiklomanov N.I., Streletskiy D.A. , Nelson
F.E., Active layer thickness and thaw
subsidence in permafrost terrain: results
from long-term observations near Barrow,
Alaska, Annual Meeting of the American
Geophysical Union, Invited presentation,
San Francisco, December 2012
Shiklomanov N.I. and Streletskiy D.A.,
Arctic Urban Development and Climate
Change: Past, Present, and Future of Russian
Urban Infrastructure in permafrost regions,
First Arctic Urbanisation Conference, Nuuk,
Greenland, September 2012.
Shiklomanov, N.I., Urban Sustainability and
Climatic Changes: Past, Present, and Future
of the Russian Arctic Cities. Invited speaker
for The Rutgers Initiative on Climate and
Society lecture series, Rutgers University,
New Jersey, October 19th
Shiklomanov, N.I., Streletskiy, D.A.,
Nelson, F.E., Northern Hemisphere
Component of the Global Circumpolar
Active Layer Monitoring (CALM), Tenth
International Conference on Permafrost,
June 25-29, Salekhard, Russia.
Shiklomanov N.I., Streletskiy D.A., and
Nelson F.E., Circumpolar Active Layer
Monitoring Program: Results of Long-term
Observations in Alaskan and Russian Arctic,
International Polar Year 2012 conference,
Montreal, Canada, April 2012
Shiklomanov N.I. and Raisser C., From
Prominence to Collapse to Sustainable
Development: The past, Present, and Future
of the city of Igarka, Annual Meeting of the
Association of American Geographers,
New-York, NY, March 2012.
Shiklomanov N.I. and Streletskiy D.A.,
Change in permafrost across the Northern
Eurasia and its possible effect on
infrastructure. NASA Regional Workshop

on Hydrological consequences of changes in
climate and land cover across Northern
Eurasia, St. Petersburg, Russia, February
2012.
Yang, X. (2013): Geomorphology and
palaeoenvironmental changes in arid Asia.
Abstracts of the Eighth International
Congress on Geomorphology at Paris,
France, August 2013, 132 (one of the five
plenary lectures).
Yang, X. (2012): Holocene climate changes
and recharge of the inter-dune lakes in the
Badain Jaran Desert, western China.
Abstracts of 2012 GSC’s (Geographical
Society of China) Scientific Conference at
Kaifeng, China, October 2012, 163 (in
Chinese).
Yang, X., Scuderi, L., Liu, Z., Li, H., Ren,
X., Zhang, D. and Rioual, P. (2012):
Present understanding of deserts in China.
Abstracts of International Workshop on
Desert Dune System: Past Dynamics and
Chronology at Ahmedabad, India, March
2012, 28-29 (Keynote Talk).
Scuderi, L., Weissmann, G., Kindilien, P.,
Lane, T. and Yang, X. (2012): Database
creation in support of an atlas of global dune
system: approaches, problems and analytical
promise. Abstracts of International
Workshop on Desert Dune System: Past
Dynamics and Chronology at Ahmedabad,
India, March 2012, 28-29.
Liu, Z. and Yang, X. (2012): Provenances of
aeolian deposits in the Hunshandake Sandy
Lands. Abstracts of 2012 GSC’s
(Geographical Society of China) Scientific
Conference at Kaifeng, China, October
2012, 85 (in Chinese).
Li, H., Yang, X., Ren, X. and Zhang, D.
(2012): A new synthesis of environmental
changes in deserts. Abstracts of 2012 GSC’s
(Geographical Society of China) Scientific
Conference at Kaifeng, China, October
2012, 58 (in Chinese).
Ren, X., Yang, X., Li, H. and Zhang, D.
(2012): Chemistries of ground water in the
Hunshandake Sandy Lands and their
hydrological interpretations. Abstracts of
2012 GSC’s (Geographical Society of
China) Scientific Conference at Kaifeng,
China, October 2012, 108 (in Chinese).
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Zhang, D., Yang, X., Ren, X. and Li, H.
(2012): Numerical simulation of star dunes.
Abstracts of 2012 GSC’s (Geographical
Society of China) Scientific Conference at
Kaifeng, China, October 2012, 174 (in
Chinese).
4.3. Commission Website
The current accurate URL of
commission’s web site is:
www.facebook.com/IGUCRE2013
(under construction, TBA)

the
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C12.07 Cultural Approach in Geography
The years 2012 and 2013 have brought many
changes to the commission. In August last
year a new steering committee was
appointed, injecting new dynamism and
ideas into our group. At the same time the
work around the initiative for the UN Year
of Global Understanding (IYGU) has
entered the next stage. On the one hand, the
various steps in the political application
process in 2012 and 2013 were completed
successfully, with just one step missing for
the final implementation. On the other hand,
the IYGU initiative provides a significant
boost to the commission's core ideas on a
global, transcultural, and transdisciplinary
level. As pointed out in our 2012-2016
mission statement, highlighting the cultural
dimension in ecological and sustainability
research is a central goal of the
commission's work. The report on our
activities of the last two years attests to the
first thriving steps on this road: On many
different occasions vivid discussions on a
culturally sensitive human ecology have
emerged, further strengthening geography’s
unique position at the interface of social and
natural sciences. Concurrently, significant
progress has also been made in the last two
years regarding the commission's other
research foci, such as the cultural dimension
of tourism, the geographies of art, cultural
identities, or the role of religious and
spiritual practices for the constitution of
geographical realities. On the whole, the
commission has proven to be a central place
of transdisciplinary research on the
significance of cultural aspects for
economic, social, and political geographies
in the local, regional, and global dimension.
With respect to the 2014-2016 period we
strive for a further intensification of research
in these fields, but also intend to revitalize
and strengthen our collaboration with other
IGU commissions and research groups.

1. Membership

Benno Werlen

After the IGC in Cologne in mid-2012 the
commission’s new steering committee for
the 2012-2016 period commenced its work.
The steering committee now consists of 11
members, four of them continuing their
position from the 2008-2012 period. The
following people newly joined the steering
group: Enrique Aliste, Miguel Pazos Otón,
Je-Hun Ryu, Rana P B Singh, Anne Volvey,
and Shangyi Zhou. Karsten Gaebler took on
the role of as the commission’s secretary.
1.1. Steering Committee
Benno WERLEN (Chair)
Professor of Human Geography
Department of Social Geography
Friedrich-Schiller-University
Loebdergraben 32
07743 Jena
GERMANY
Phone: +49 3641 94 88 40
Fax: +49 3641 94 88 42
E-Mail: benno.werlen@uni-jena.de
Karsten GAEBLER (Secretary)
Department of Social Geography
Friedrich-Schiller-University
Loebdergraben 32
07743 Jena
GERMANY
Phone: +49 3641 94 88 47
Fax: +49 3641 94 88 42
E-Mail: karsten.gaebler@uni-jena.de
Enrique ALISTE
Professor of Geography
Department of Geography
University of Chile
Avda. Portugal 84
8331051 Santiago de Chile
CHILE
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Phone: +56 2 9783110/+56 2 9783112
Fax: +56 2 9783110
E-Mail: ealiste@uchile.cl
Rob KITCHIN
Professor of Geography
National Institute for Regional and
Spatial Analysis
Iontas Building, NUI Maynooth,
Maynooth, Co. Kildare
IRELAND
Phone: +353 1 708 3372
Fax: +353 1 708 6456
E-Mail: rob.kitchin@nuim.ie
Miguel PAZOS OTÓN
Senior Lecturer in Human Geography
University of Santiago de Compostela
Department of Geography
Faculty of Geography and History
University of Santiago de Compostela
Praza da Universidade, 1
E-15782 Santiago de Compostela
SPAIN
Phone: +34 881 811 2632
Fax: +34 981 55 99 41
E-Mail: miguel.pazos.oton@usc.es
John PICKLES
Phillips Distinguished Professor
Department of Geography
Campus Box 3220
200 S. Elliott Rd.
UNC-Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3220
USA
Phone: +1 919 962 3919
Fax: +1 919 962 1537
E-Mail: jpickles@unc.edu
Je-Hun RYU
Professor
Department of Geography
Korea National University of Education
Cheongwon-gun
Chung-Buk, 363-791
REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Phone: +82 43 230 3616
Fax: +82 43 231 4948
E-Mail: jhryu@knue.ac.kr
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Rana P B SINGH
Professor of Cultural Geography &
Heritage Studies
Banaras Hindu University
New F-7, Jodhpur Colony, B.H.U
campus
Varanasi, UP 221005
INDIA
Phone: +091 9838 119474
E-Mail: ranapbs@gmail.com
Mathis STOCK
Institut Universitaire Kurt Bösch
Case postale 4176
CH-1950 Sion 4
SWITZERLAND
Phone: +41 27 205 73 00
Fax: +41 27 205 73 01
E-Mail: mathis.stock@iukb.ch
Anne VOLVEY
Faculté d’Histoire Géographie
Université d’Artois
9 rue du temple
F-62030 Arras
FRANCE
E-Mail: anne.volvey@bluewin.ch
Shangyi ZHOU
Professor of Human Geography
School of Geography
Beijing Normal University
Sheng-Di building at BNU
No. 19 Xin Jie Kou Wai Street
Haidian District, Beijing
P.R. CHINA, 100875
Phone: +86 10 58807455
E-Mail: twizsy@163.com
Honorary Member of the Commission:
Paul CLAVAL
29 rue de Soisy
F-95600 Eaubonne
FRANCE
Phone: +33 1 39 59 83 83
E-Mail: p.claval@wanadoo.fr
1.2. Corresponding Members
The commission has 655 members (as of
December 1, 2013) who receive all the
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information about the commission’s
conferences and other scientific events via email. The number of people associated with

the commission’s work increased by nearly
100 since 2011.

Commission members per country as of December 2013
Argentina

14

Germany

102

Peru

1

Australia

11

Greece

2

Philippines

1

Austria

6

Hong Kong

1

Poland

2

Belgium

4

Iceland

1

Portugal

8

Brazil

17

India

2

Russia

5

Cambodia

1

Ireland

10

Slovenia

3

Canada

53

Israel

6

South Africa

4

Chile

1

Italy

38

Spain

22

China

13

Japan

17

Sweden

7

Colombia

6

South Korea

9

Switzerland

21

Croatia

2

Luxemburg

2

Taiwan

1

Czech Republic

1

Mexico

4

United Kingdom

40

Estonia

2

Netherlands

13

USA

57

Finland

3

New Zealand

5

Unknown

25

France

110

Norway

2

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings at the 32nd International
Geographical Congress, Cologne,
Germany 26 – 30 August 2012
The main commission events in 2012 were
the sessions at the IGC. A total of seven
sessions, each including four to eight papers,
were organized. All of the meetings were
well attended (approximately 50-100
participants each) and reflected the ongoing
interest in the commission’s activities.
In accordance with the commission’s
general aim the session “Cultural
Approaches in Social and Geographical
Theory”, chaired by Benno Werlen,
discussed conceptualizations of the cultural
dimensions of everyday geographical
practices. The session brought together
scholars from different sub disciplines of
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geography, each addressing theoretical and
empirical questions around praxis-centred
geographical research. Topics discussed in
the eight papers were the uses of
contemporary practice theory and social
theory for geographical research in general,
cultural approaches to urban geography and
architectural theory, practices of public
infrastructure use, cosmopolitanism and
multiculturalism,
the
concept
of
atmospheres, and network research. On the
whole, the session not only highlighted the
cross-sectional character of a cultural
approach in geography, but also its potential
to reshape central problems in human
geography.
Issues of sustainability in cultural
perspective were addressed in the session
“Cultures and sustainability”, chaired by
Karsten Gaebler. The four papers provided
new insights into the role of learning and
teaching, knowledge, everyday skills, and
95

religious faith for the development of
sustainable practices. Moreover, culturally
differentiated strategies of mediation of
environmental conflicts were discussed.
The session “Multilocality: symbolic and
material constructions of space in societies
of mobile individuals”, chaired by Mathis
Stock and Michaela Schier, broached the
changing face of societies under the
conditions of widespread multilocal lives.
Seven papers were given, addressing
contemporary problems of multilocal work
and family life, the question of personal
identity in multilocal contexts of living,
phenomena of migration and migration
politics, and multilocal urban practices. In
contrast to well established concepts of
“spaces of flows” etc. the session stressed
both the disembedding practices and the
everyday re-embedding techniques in
globalized contexts.
The eight papers given in the session “The
Uses of Art in Public Space” (chaired by
Julia Lossau and Quentin Stevens) aimed to
examine the complex spatialities of public
art’s conception, production and reception.
Whereas the vast majority of existing
research into public art has focused on the
aesthetic, cultural and political intentions
and processes which shape its production,
the actual reception of public art and the
material landscape within which that
reception occurs remained relatively
understudied. Thus, the session addressed
questions of public art’s actual use,
including phenomena like the non-use or
subversive use of public art, the politics and
policies of public art, strategies of urban
development through public art, (new)
nonvisual forms of public art and new ways
of public participation, conceptual questions
of the various notions of “the public” in
public art discourses, and of art’s materiality
and the bodily interactions with artworks in
public spaces.
Geographical aspects of art were also
discussed in the session “Spatialities of Art:
between policy and politics”, chaired by

Anne Volvey and Myriam HoussayHolzschuch. The session particularly
focused on the political dimension of art
through space, addressing, on the one hand,
the role of art within a spatial economy
(spatial planning and land engineering), and
on the other hand, bottom-up processes of
artist-led urban regeneration. A total of eight
papers were given, dealing with topics like
creativity-themed urban development, art as
a tool to challenge socio-spatial divisions,
the policies, politics, and spatial practices of
“creative cities”, and the relation between art
and senses of place.
The various geographies of pilgrimage and
sacred spaces in the modern world were
debated in the session “Cultural approaches
to Sacred Spaces in the global era”, hosted
by Rubén C. Lois-Gonzáles, Valeriá PaülCarril, and Miguel Pazos-Otón.
Punctual or linear sacred spaces do not only
represent venues of particular religious
experience, but they also have constituted
(and constitute nowadays) very important
cultural references, marking the identity of
societies and territories along the time.
Furthermore, they have the power to create
very strong images and to spread cultural
references of territories throughout the
entire world. Taking the historical trails of
the Way of Saint-James as an example (a
“sacred space laboratory”), the session’s
eight papers addressed the following topics:
the general cultural function of roads, the
role of religious architecture for collective
awareness and memory, the growing
hybridization of tourism and pilgrimage, the
site-specific attachments of myths to sacred
spaces, impacts of religious trails on
regional development, and the changing
patterns of landscapes of religion both
globally and locally (Eastern Europe).
The session “Cultural Identities”, chaired by
Je-Hun Ryu and Shangyi Zhou, focused on
East Asian local cultures. Grouped into three
different slots, the speakers aimed at
addressing the effects of globalization in
East Asia, historical places in East Asia, and
questions of urbanity and rurality in East
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Asia in a cultural perspective. The first part
discussed the complex relations between
self-images and modernization processes in
emergent Korean cities, the use of
ecological arguments against “alien species”
to foster Japanese nationalism, the politics
of place-based identities, and the role of
local and global networks in the East Asian
advertising industry. The four papers given
in the second part were concerned with the
symbolic metamorphosis of Chinese
imperial cities, the politics of identity
connected to the World Heritage
programme, and the historical and
contemporary role of church buildings for
urban landscapes and identities. Topics
discussed in the session’s third part were:
relations of landscape and senses of place,
the challenges posed by tourism for
traditional cultures, the making and
everyday reproduction of urban space, and
the preservation of local, place-related
culture through musical practices.
2.2. International Conference “Art and
Geography: Aesthetics and practices
of spatial knowledges”, University
Lumière, Lyon 2, 11 – 12 February
2013
The conference “Art and geography:
aesthetics and practices of spatial
knowledges” took place under the aegis of
Professor Anne Volvey (University of
Arras), a geographer specialized in
geography of art and member of the steering
committee, at the University Lumière Lyon
2, February 11-12, 2013. The event was
connected to a research project funded by
the French National Research Agency,
Médiagéo and was supported by the
UMR5600 and IRG (team research,
University of Lyon), Ville de Lyon, and
Culture Ireland (Irish Presidency of the
Council of the European Union). The
conference brought together about 200
academics, artists and curators from various
fields (geographers, theorists of art, artists,
curators)
and
countries
(France,
Switzerland, Great Britain, Ireland, Sweden,
Germany, Spain, Italy, the Netherlands,

Belgium, Canada, United States, Chile,
Australia,
the
Philippines,
Israel,
Singapore). At the crossroads of
contemporary geography and art, the
organizers’ aim was to explore the
contemporary contours of what is
“geographical” and to question the
boundaries between cultural activities like
art and geography. With the latest
developments in how space, place, and one’s
environment are viewed in contemporary art
(with terms such as “in situ”, “outdoor”, and
“alternative space” becoming commonly
used), it was necessary to critically examine
the relevance of geography’s various
responses to this “spatial turn” and to
unravel the implications – in factual,
methodological,
theoretical,
and
epistemological terms – of the convergence
of contemporary art and geography.
Consequently, the main topics addressed by
the 66 papers and 13 art proposals given at
the conference were:
 the emergence of contemporary art in
geographical knowledge; its diverse
theoretical
underpinnings
and
methodological foundations; the types
of object that are co-dependent with (art
venues, the spatial dimension of artistic
practice or experience);
 the forms of the “spatial turn” in
contemporary art and, concurrently, the
ways in which geography (and its
theories of space, place, and spatiality)
contributes to defining the relational or
contextual nature of contemporary art;
 the forms and modalities of
geographical
knowledge
in
contemporary art: the use of maps and
map-making, fieldwork (observations,
interviews) and documentary practices;
 the strategies used by artists to address
social concerns and to respond to
incentives from spatial engineering; the
ways in which geographers with their
diverse academic approaches register
and critically reflect on those new
developments;
 the relationship between art and
geography in the making of knowledge
of/about space and place, and the
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relation to space and place; the current
regimes of production of geographical
knowledge.
As the conference has shown, the ongoing
hybridization of art and geography can be
observed not only in geography’s adoption
of artistic practices (i. e. fieldwork
methodologies as essentially artistic
practices, or map-making as a creative
process), but also in the art’s growing
interest in issues pertaining to public space,
environment, and virtual space, or in the
art’s engagement with contemporary spatial
development planning and practice (from
the branding of artist districts to
festivalization and local policies based on
cultivating, promoting, and clustering
“creative industries”). Particularly the
conference’s cross-sectional character
proved invaluable. The event hosted 31
artists from the fields of visual arts,
performance,
dance/choreography,
participative practices etc., producing
papers, videos, photographs, drawings,
installations, performances and performed
papers, and participatory workshops.
2.3. Meetings at the IGU Regional
Conference, Kyoto (Japan), 4 – 9
August 2013
The commission organized three sessions
and a business meeting at the IGU Regional
conference in Kyoto. Our aims were, on the
one hand, to strengthen the cultural
approach in investigations concerned with
nature-society relations, and on the other
hand, to further integrate the Asian
contributions into our commission’s work.
The sessions were well-attended by IGC
standards (about 25 people each) reflecting
the conference attendees’ great interest in
the commission’s topics.
The session “Cultural Dimensions of
Sustainability”, hosted by Benno Werlen,
discussed new socio-cultural approaches in
geographical sustainability research. Based
on the assumption that much of the current
integrated research – inside and outside

geography – lacks an appropriate
consideration of the culturally specific
interpretations of the natural world, the
session’s four papers not only presented new
theoretical
approaches
towards
sustainability issues, but also discussed
empirical findings that stressed the
relevance
of
culturally
sensitive
sustainability politics. The discussion
touched upon the role of cultural settings
(language, beliefs, traditions, customs) for
the construction and prevention of risks like
environmental changes and hazards, the
tensions between the local and the global in
the UNESCO’s cultural and natural heritage
program, the co-evolution of and relation
between natural and cultural landscapes, as
well as innovative approaches towards
environmentalism and resource use based in
peace studies.
Culturally specific ideas about the natural
world were also discussed in the session
“Representations of Nature”, hosted by
Karsten Gaebler. The papers presented were
concerned with every day and scientific
representations of nature, as well as with
traditional and modern representational
practices,
their
implications
for
environmental policy-making, and the
potential for conflict where (culturally)
distinct notions of nature encounter each
other. The main issues discussed were the
role of artistic practices (e. g. landscape
painting) in reflecting changing naturesociety relations, the use of the concept of
“ecosystem services” in biodiversity
politics, and the culturally and socially
specific landscape aesthetics.
The session “Sacred Mountains and cultural
identities in East Asia”, chaired by Je-Hun
Ryu and Shangyi Zhou, addressed the
production and reproduction of sacred
places through everyday practices in
religious, economic, political, and other
contexts. As an exemplary case for this
process the session discussed sacred
mountains which, while playing a major role
in the formation of cultural identities in East
Asia, remain under researched from a
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geographical perspective. The session’s
seven papers discussed the following topics:
the tensions between the spiritual functions
and the supply functions of sacred
mountains, sacred mountains as historical
places of resistance and religious diversity,
and the valorization of sacred places in
contemporary tourism. In addition, some
more general topics were addressed, such as
strategies of conserving natural and cultural
landscapes, or issues of cultural tourism.
During the Kyoto conference the
commission also held a small business
meeting. Benno Werlen outlined the
commission’s general topics and reported on
the status of the IYGU initiative. He
particularly emphasized the commission’s
goal of further promoting sustainability
research in a cultural perspective and the
increasing need for inter- and transcultural
approaches. Moreover, a closer cooperation
with other IGU commissions was discussed.
One of the first steps to strengthen the
collaboration will be three joint sessions
together with the commission C12.14
“Geography of the Global Information
Society” at the IGU Regional Conference in
Krakow 2014.
2.4. International
Symposium
on
“Meanings & Aesthetics in Asian
Cultural
Landscapes”,
Seoul
National University, Republic of
Korea, 12 – 14 October 2013
In close corporation with the ACLA (Asian
Cultural Landscape Association) Rana P B
Singh, member of the steering committee,
organized a three day symposium on
“Meanings & Aesthetics in Asian Cultural
Landscape” at the Urban Greening Institute
(Seoul National University). Scientific input
was provided by two other members of the
commission’s steering group, Shangyi Zhou
and Je-Hun Ryu. The symposium gathered
scholars from Australia, Belgium, P.R.
China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, France, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Thailand, the USA, and
Vietnam. In total 28 papers were presented,

focusing on the three thematic areas: (i)
exposing the meaning and spirit of place, (ii)
heterogeneity vs. homogeneity in cultural
landscape aesthetics, and (iii) a harmonious
path through the concepts of integrity and
co-sharedness. The program also included a
one-day field trip to the UNESCO Heritage
site of the folk village of Hahwe and its
environs.
The keynote lecture “Meanings &
Aesthetics in Asian Cultural Landscape:
Distinctivity
and
Commonality,
Transcendentality”, given by Rana P B
Singh, discussed general cultural-historical
linkages among the East Asian and the South
Asian countries. Further papers covered
both specific regional topics and conceptual
issues, such as notions of Indian cultural
landscape, the amalgamation of the
spatiality of time and the temporality of
space in cultural landscapes, or ritualscapes.
Other topics addressed were the idea of
contextualism, traditional Korean views of
natural scenery and its cultural connotations,
or the idea of landscape beauty as a fusion of
the sense of place, landscape appreciation,
and pleasurable experiences. Finally, ACLA
President, Sung-Kyun Kim (Seoul National
University), outlined the role of cultural
geographers in studying the meanings,
aesthetics, and exposition of cultural
landscapes.
As a result of the symposium a research
anthology on Asian cultural landscapes will
be composed and further scientific events
are planned. For instance, some members of
the commission and participants of the
meeting
will
contribute
to
the
multidisciplinary
symposium
on
“Waterfront Cities of the World: Viewpoints
of History and Environment” in early
October 2014 at the LRDE (Laboratory of
Regional Design with Ecology, Faculty of
Engineering & Design, Hosei University,
Tokyo, Japan).
2.5. International conference “Rurality –
New Perspectives and Themes”,
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Bamberg, Germany,
November 2013

15

–

16

From the backdrop of the advancing
urbanization of the global population, an
interesting rural conjunction can be
observed. In the German context, examples
of this conjunction are recognizable in the
astonishing success of country magazines
such as “Landlust” (Country Joy), in TV
shows, or in the rapidly increasing
abundance and popularity of urban
agricultural
projects.
Despite
this
contemporary social development, profound
conceptual arguments about the current
status of the rural have been rare, especially
in German geography. The international and
interdisciplinary conference hosted in
Bamberg (Germany) on November 15 and
16, 2013, tried to fill this gap and generate
new impulses for a scientific examination of
rurality. The conference was organized by
the University of Bamberg (Marc
Redepenning) in collaboration with the
University of Mainz (Julia Rössel) and the
University
of
Erlangen-Nürnberg
(Christoph Baumann). Benno Werlen, chair
of the commission, provided his scientific
advice.
The international and interdisciplinary
character of the conference was facilitated
by a sponsorship of the Fritz-ThyssenStiftung as well as by the support of the
Royal Geographical Society/Inst. of British
Geographers, and the Research Group
“Rural
Space” of the German Geographical
Society. About 50 researchers from different
national contexts (Germany, Austria,
England, Wales, Ireland, France, USA,
Brazil, Argentina, and India) found their
way to Bamberg in order to discuss new
concepts and ideas concerning the rural. The
participation of scientists from different
disciplinary backgrounds (Geography,
Sociology, History, Economics, Political
Science) enabled a cross-disciplinary social
scientific debate.
The various talks showed that the rural can
be conceived as a complex and
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heterogeneous social spatiality. There is not
one rurality, but many ruralities: the various
globalized ruralities from Newfoundland to
India, remote ruralities, orchestrated
(post)ruralities of tourism or leisure time,
ruralities of (post)productivism, threatened
ruralities,
etc.
Several
conference
contributions discussed relational and
“more-than-representational” perspectives.
On the one hand, these approaches examine
semantic dimensions of the particular
ruralities; on the other hand, they put a focus
on physical experiences and material effects.
In doing so, a variety of themes were
discussed, including:
 the status of the rural in politics of
regional development and spatial
planning,
 aesthetics of rurality and landscape,
 everyday experiences of the rural idyll,
 the influence of globalization on the
rural,
 rurality and in-/exclusion, and
 (in)justice, and vulnerability.
Although we live in a so called “urban age”,
the conference made clear that the rural is
still a very important and vital social
scientific research o object – an object which
requires to be analyzed from various (new)
perspectives.
2.6. Meetings and events related to the
UN International Year of Global
Understanding (IYGU) initiative
As outlined in our mission statement for the
2012-2016 period, the promotion of
sustainability research in a cultural
perspective and thus the support of the
initiative for the UN International Year of
Global Understanding (IYGU) is one of our
key goals.
The following events represent a brief
summary of the most important steps of the
IYGU’s development in 2012 and 2013:


May 2012: Benno Werlen met ICSU
President Yuan-Tseh Lee in Taiwan to
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discuss the possibilities for linking the
IYGU initiative with the Future Earth
program and to prepare the IYGU
presentation at the Rio+20 conference
in June 2012 in Rio de Janeiro.
June 8-10, 2012: The ICSU-funded
conference
“Transdisciplinary
Intercultural Ecological Research on
Sustainability” (TIERS) took place in
Jena (Germany). The event featured
renowned academics in the field of
sustainability research from all five
continents, regional-level policymakers
from Germany, and young scholars
hailing from Africa, Asia, and Latin
America. All of the 29 presentations
were followed by lively discussions in
the formal setting of the conference
venue as well as in the more informal
environment of the conference’s social
events. The steering committee of
TIERS (Gordon McBean, Heide
Hackmann, Margaret Robertson, Ron
Abler) selected and reviewed the
highest-quality papers from the
conference and are aiming to have them
published in a book by Springer. The
general report to ICSU has been
accepted by the evaluation committee at
the end of September 2012.
June 20-22, 2012: The IYGU initiative
was represented with great success by
Luiz Oosterbeek, Gordon McBean,
Eduardo de Mulder, and Inguelore
Scheunemann at the Rio+20 conference
in Brazil.
August 26-30, 2013: Benno Werlen
presented the IYGU initiative at the
International Geographical Congress
(IGC) in Cologne (Germany) to a
general audience as well as the IGU
General Assembly.
November 2012: The IYGU project
was presented by Benno Werlen in
Brazil on two occasions. The first
presentation was given at the University
of São Paulo, the second at the 82nd
meeting
of
the
Environment
Department (COEMA) of the Brazilian
Chamber of Commerce (CNI) in
Brasilia. The several meetings in













Brasilia yielded successful outcomes:
Support for the political process was
obtained from the Ministry of External
Relations; the Ministry of Science,
Technology and Innovation; the
Organization of Ibero- American States
for Education, Science and Culture
(OEI); and the Confederação Nacional
da Indústria (CNI), the national industry
confederation. Political support by the
Ibero-American General Secretariat
(SEGIB) and the Amazon Cooperation
Treaty Organization (ACTO) hinges on
the Brazilian government backing the
IYGU initiative.
December 2012: ICSU finally
confirmed its formal support in a letter
of endorsement dated December 10,
2012.
December 2012: Benno Werlen went to
Kigali (Rwanda) on December 14-21 to
lobby Rwandan authorities for taking
the official lead in the political
application process to the UN system.
March
2013:
The
Rwandan
government takes the decision by
executive order to bring the IYGU to
the UN General Assembly by seeking
first the support of the UNESCO
Executive Board and UNESCO General
Conference.
April 2013: The IYGU is confirmed to
be tabled at the UNESCO Executive
Board meeting in September/October in
Paris.
October
2013: The
UNESCO
Executive Board unanimously and
without debate adopted the resolution of
the IGU initiative for an IYGU
presented by the group of the East
African countries in the name of
Rwanda.
November 19, 2013: The 37th
UNESCO General Conference decided
unanimously to support the Rwandan
submission for the Proclamation of
2016 as the International Year of Global
Understanding to the UN General
Assembly.
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2.7. Proposed future meetings (20142016)
-

-

-

-

-

-

An
international
seminar
on
“Banaras, the Heritage City of India:
Culture, Tourism and Development”
will be held on February 4-6, 2014 at
the Dept. of Geography, Banaras
Hindu University (IND) under the
aegis of Rana P B Singh.
The commission is going to host the
following five sessions at the IGU
Regional Conference in Krakow
(August 18-22, 2014): “Cultural
Approach to Technology and Digital
Geomedia”, “Landscape Changes and
Responsibilities in East Asia”,
“Sustainability in the Digital Age”,
“Digital Culture and the Digital
Revolution”, “MegaEvent Planning:
Culture Capitals, Place and Identity”,
the last three being joint sessions with
the commission “Geography of the
Global Information Society” (C12.14).
Enrique Aliste will organize a
conference
on
“Representations,
imaginaries, and the role of ideas in the
actual cultural geography: for one
hermeneutic of territories” (working
title) in late 2014 in Santiago de Chile
(RCH).
A conference on “Sacred Spaces: The
Cultural Geography of the Way of
Santiago” will be organized by Miguel
Pazos-Otón in 2014 in Santiago de
Compostela (E).
Rob Kitchin aims to organize a meeting
on “Digital technologies and city life”
(working title) in 2015.
Mathis Stock intends to host a
conference on “Theoretical geography:
contributions and confrontations from
the cultural approach” (working title) in
2015 or 2016 in Sion/Lausanne (CH).
A pre-congress to the IGC 2016 in
Beijing is planned by Je-Hun Ryu and
Shangyi Zhou on the topic of “Cultural
heritages and landscapes”.

3. Networking
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3.1. Collaboration
Commissions

with

other

IGU

Several initiatives in the past have tried to
establish a closer cooperation with other
IGU
commissions.
For
instance,
collaborating with the commission on the
“History of Geography” was discussed over
a longer period of time, but has not yet been
put into practice. However, following a
number of very constructive talks and
agreements in 2013, a strategy on how to
advance and focus our collaborative
activities was developed. As an immediate
output three joint sessions with the
commission on the “Geography of the
Global Information Society” (C12.14) are
scheduled for the IGU Regional Conference
in Krakow 2014. Furthermore, similar joint
activities
with
the
commission
“Geographical
Information
Science”
(C12.12) and the commission on the
“History of Geography” (C12.20) are being
discussed for the IGU Regional Conference
in Moscow 2015. Since the advancement of
geographical education in a cultural
perspective is one of the priority areas of the
IYGU initiative, there will also be
collaborative projects with the commission
on “Geographical Education” (C12.11) and
the IGU Task Force "Geography Olympiad"
(T12.01).
with
other
3.2. Collaboration
international, intergovernmental and
inter- and multidisciplinary groups
Within the scope of the IYGU initiative,
which represents some of the commission’s
core ideas and involves members of our
steering committee, a number of external
collaborations could be established, also
promoting the commission’s work. For
instance, the “International Union of
Geological Sciences” (IUGS) and the
“International Union of Geodesy and
Geophysics” (IUGG) are now partners of
IYGU, as well as the “Young Earth
Scientists” network (YES) and the
“TakingITGlobal” organization. Beyond
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that, the commission’s cooperation with the
“Asian Cultural Landscape Association” has
been successfully developed in 2012 and
2013.
3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC
(International
Social
Science
Council)
and
with
ICSU
(International Council for Science)
programs

Aliste, E, Almendras, A and Contreras, M
2012, ‘La dinámica del territorio en la
conurbación Concepción – Talcahuano:
Huellas urbanas para una interpretación de
las transformaciones ambientales durante la
segunda mitad del siglo XX’, Revista de
geografía Norte Grande, no. 52, pp. 5-18.

The IYGU project is supported by ICSU,
ISSC, and CIPSH (Conseil International de
la Philosophie et des Sciences). Partners are
also the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the “Future Earth” research
initiative.

Aliste, E and Rabi, V 2012, ‘Concebir lo
socio-ambiental:
representación
y
representatividad de los discursos sobre el
desarrollo’, Polis. Revista de la
Universidad Bolivariana, vol. 11, no. 32, pp.
307-327.
Claval, P 2012, De la terre aux hommes: la
géographie comme vision du monde, Paris:
Armand Colin.

4.1. Publications by members of the
steering committee

Claval, P 2012, Géographie culturelle: une
nouvelle approche des sociétés et des milieu,
2nd ed, Paris: Armand Colin.

4. Publications

In the last years the commission’s work
produced a number of publications on the
core topics of our group. In 2010, for
instance, two volumes on “Geografías
Culturales”
(Zusman/Haesbaert/
Castro/Adamo) and on the “Process of
Heritage Making in Geographical Space”
(Castro Fernández/Lopez/Piñeira Mantiñán)
were released as a direct outcome of
commission events. Our strategy for the next
years is to make a high number of
conference results available as articles,
textbooks, and anthologies. However, the
topics of our commission are also addressed
in the manifold publications by the members
of the steering committee. Among the most
important publications are the following:
Aliste, E 2012, ‘El discurso del desarrollo y
sus efectos ambientales en Chile: prácticas
espaciales y transformaciones territoriales
en el área metropolitana de Concepción,
1950-2010’,
Scripta
Nova.
Revista
Electrónica de Geografía y Ciencias
Sociales, available from
http://www.ub.es/geocrit/sn/sn-418/sn-41840.htm [December 10, 2013].
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Konsumforschung, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner
Verlag.
Pazos Otón, M, Royé, D, Aldrey Vázquez, J
A, Valcárcel Díaz, M and Piñeira Mantiñán,
M J 2012, XIII Coloquio Ibérico de
Geografía – Respuesta de la Geografía
Ibérica a la crisis actual, Santiago de
Compostela: Meubook.
Pickles, J, Rossi, A, and Luinstra, A (eds)
2013, Towards Better Work: Understanding
Labour in Apparel Global Value Chains,
Geneva and Basingstoke: ILO and Palgrave
Macmillan.
Mayer, F W and Pickles, J 2013, ‘Reembedding the Market: Global Apparel
Value Chains, Governance and Decent
Work’ in Towards Better Work:
Understanding Labour in Apparel Global
Value Chains, eds J Pickles, A Rossi and A
Luinstra, Geneva and Basingstoke: ILO and
Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 17-39.
Pickles, J, Casas-Cortes, M. and
Cobarrubias, S 2013, ‘Re-Bordering the
Neighbourhood:
Europe’s
Emerging
Geographies of Non-Accession Integration’,
103

Journal of European Urban and Regional
Studies, vol. 20, no. 1, pp. 37-58.
Pickles, J 2012, ‘The Cultural Turn and the
Conjunctural Economy: Economic
Geography, Anthropology, and Cultural
Studies’ in The Wiley-Blackwell New
Companion to Economic Geography, eds T
Barnes, J Peck and E Sheppard,
Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 537-551.
Singh, R P B 2013, ‘Muslim Shrines and
Multi-Religious visitations in Hindus’ city
of
Banaras, India: Co-existential Scenario’ in
Pilgrims and Pilgrimages as Peacemakers in
Christianity, Judaism and Islam, ed A M
Pazos, Farnham: Ashgate, pp. 121-147.
Singh, R P B 2012, ‘Cultural Geography,
India, 2008-12’ in Progress in Indian
Geography. A Country Report, 2008-2012,
ed R P B Singh, New Delhi: Indian National
Science Academy, pp. 81-96.
Singh, RPB 2012, ‘Hinduism and
Globalization: Pilgrimage Landscapes,
Spirituality and Global Message’ in
Tradizioni
religiose
e
dell’Asia
contemporanea, ed C Bulfirni, Milano:
Bulzoni Editore, pp. 159-191.
Singh, R P B 2012, ‘Hindu Pilgrimages and
Sacred Sites in India: Planning the
Sustainable
Religious
Tourism’
in
Sustainable
Religious
Tourism:
Commandments, Obstacles, and Challenges,
ed A T Trono, Monteroni di Lecce: Edizioni
Esperidi, pp.
335-361.
Stock M 2012, ‘Faire avec de l’espace. Pour
une approche de l’habiter par les
pratiques’ in Habiter. Vers un nouveau
concept?, ed O Lazzarotti, Paris: Armand
Colin, pp. 59-78.
Stock, M and Antonescu, A 2012,
‘Reconstructing the globalisation of
tourism. A geohistorical perspective’,
available from <http://hal.archivesouvertes.

fr/docs/00/71/68/24/PDF/Stock_Antonescu
_tourism_history_2012.pdf> [December 10,
2013].
Stock, M 2012, ‘Le problème du tourisme
dans le modèle des lieux centraux.
Réflexions critiques’, available from
http://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal00716836 [December 10, 2013].
Stock, M and Darbellay, F 2012, ‘Penser le
touristique: nouveau paradigme ou
interdisciplinarité?’,
Espacestemps.net,
from
available
http://www.espacestemps.net/articles/pense
r-le-touristique-nouveau-paradigmeouinterdisciplinarite/ [December 10, 2013].
Stock, M and Lucas, L 2012, ‘La double
révolution urbaine du tourisme’, Espaces &
Sociétés, vol. 151, no. 3, pp.15-30.
Volvey, A 2012, ‘OEuvrer d’art l’espace:
Entretiens avec Till Roeskens et La Luna
(artistes)’, EchoGéo, available from
<http://echogeo.revues.org/13170>
[December
10, 2013].
Werlen, B 2013, ‘Gesellschaft und Raum:
Gesellschaftliche
Raumverhältnisse’,
Erwägen–Wissen–Ethik, vol. 24, no. 1, pp.
3-16.
Werlen, B 2013, ‘Replik. Weltbilder und
Weltsichten’, Erwägen–Wissen–Ethik, vol.
24, no. 1, pp. 75-91.
Werlen, B 2012, ‘True global understanding
and pertinent sustainability policies’ in A
new paradigm of sustainability: theory and
praxis of integrated landscape management,
eds I Scheunemann and L Oosterbeek, Rio
de Janeiro: IBIO, pp. 163174.
Werlen, B 2012, ‘Global Understanding’,
Public Service Review: European Science
and Technology, vol. 16, pp. 152-153.
Zhou, S and Tang, S 2012, ‘Roles of
Historical Documents in Local Elements
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Formation. A Case Study of Dongshan and
Xishan in Wuzhong District of Suzhou City’
in Theoretical Construction and Cultivation
of Talents, ed M Zhang, Beijing: Intellectual
Property Publishing House, pp. 77-86.
Zhou, S and Wu, L 2012, ‘Enlightenment to
the Research of Chinese Local Culture from
Western Cultural Geography’ in Local
Studies and Local Culture: Theoretical
Construction and Cultivation of Talents, ed
M Zhang, Beijing: Intellectual Property
Publishing House, pp. 108-117.
4.2. Commission Website
http://www.cultural-approach.net
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C12.08 Dynamics of Economic Spaces
1. Membership
The IGU Commission on the Dynamics of
Economic Spaces does not have a formal
membership base. However, since the
Commission was approved at the 2012 IGU
World Congress held in Cologne, German,
79 individuals have presented papers at 2
Commission conferences (Krakow, Poland
and Berlin, Germany) and the IGU Regional
Conference in Kyoto, Japan. These 79
individuals represented 23 countries (USA,
Germany, Poland, Japan, Finland, Norway,
Estonia, Malaysia, United Kingdom, China,
India, Slovakia, Australia, Nigeria,
Colombia, Denmark, Spain, New Zealand,
Portugal, France, Canada, Sweden, and
South Africa). Please note that these
statistics do not include data from the Leeds,
United Kingdom conference that was held in
conjunction with three other Commissions
(see below). To prevent double counting,
statistics and information about that
conference will be provided in the report of
the Applied Commission (the organizing
Commission for the Leeds conference).
The members of Steering Committee of the
IGU Commission on the Dynamics of
Economic Spaces are as follows:
Chair: Neil Reid
Department of Geography and Planning
The University of Toledo
Toledo, Ohio 43606 USA
Email: nreid@utnet.utoledo.edu
Vice Chair: Christine Tamásy
University of Vechta
Institute for Spatial Analysis and Planning in
Areas of Intensive Agriculture
GERMANY
Email: ctamasy@ispa.uni-vechta.de
Niels Beerpoort

University of Amsterdam
Amsterdam Institute for Metropolitan and
International Development Studies
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 130
1018 VZ Amsterdam, NETHERLANDS
Email: N.P.C.Beerepoot@uva.nl
Dr Eva Kiss
Geographical Research Institute
Hungarian Academy of Sciences
Budaörsi út 45, H-1112
Budapest XI, HUNGARY
Faculty of Economics
West-Hungarian University
9400 Sopron, Erzsébet u 9
HUNGARY
Email: kisse@helka.iif.hu
Hege Knutsen
University of Oslo
Department of Sociology and Human
Geography
Moltke Moes vei 31 Harriet Holters
Hus 0851 Oslo, NORWAY
Email: h.m.knutsen@sgeo.uio.no
Rene Matlovic
Department of Geography and Regional
Development
University of Presov
17 Novemra Street, No. 15
080 01 Presov, SLOVAK REPUBLIC
Email: rene.matlovic@unipo.sk
Charles Mather
Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John's, Newfoundland
A1B 3X9, CANADA
Email: cmather@mun.ca
Piotr Pachura
Czestochowa University of Technology
European Faculty of Engineering
42-201 Czestochowa
ul. Dabrowskiego 69, POLAND
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Email: piotrpachura@o2.pl

-

Mini-conference on Innovation &
Creativity in Emerging Economic
Spaces: Local Entrepreneurship &
Transnational Corporations. Held in
Kraków, Poland, May 3-5, 2012. Papers
presented – 22. Conference Summary The objective of the Conference is to
examine the innovative and creative
local and foreign businesses and to
study the relationships between local
companies and global enterprises. It is
widely accepted that the scope of
innovative behavior is not limited to
high-tech industries or knowledgeintensive business services; creativity in
‘traditional’ industries is no less
important. Since operations and
linkages of local and global enterprises
are highly volatile, the dynamics of
these relations can be especially
intriguing

-

Mini-conference on Dynamics in Food
and Agriculture based Supply Chains.
Held in Berlin, Germany, July 11-13,
2013. Papers presented – 44.
Conference Summary - During recent
decades fundamental changes in the
way
food
is
produced
(e.g.
industrialization
of
agriculture),
distributed (e.g. globalization of food
trade),
marketed
(e.g.
supermarketisation globalization and
structural change of the retail sector)
and consumed (e.g. growing market
share of processed food, globalization
of culinary culture, new rise of
ecological food) have occurred in many
countries of the world. The changes
include fundamental shifts in the
structure, organization and governance
in food production and supply chains.
These developments influence their
regional and international settings and
vice versa.. Presentations topics
included theoretical works (e.g. on
Global Production Networks, Global
Commodity Chains, regional food
clusters, new institutional economics)
case studies (e.g. regional examples,
commodities, supply chains, retail and

Bill Pritchard
School of Geosciences
University of Sydney
NSW 2006, AUSTRALIA
Email: b.pritchard@geosci.usyd.edu.au
Michael Roche
Massey University
School of People, Environment and
Planning
Private Bag 11 222, Palmerston North 4442
NEW ZEALAND
Email: M.M.Roche@massey.ac.nz
Michael Taylor
University of Birmingham
Department of Geography
Edgbaston, Birmingham
B15 2TT, UNITED KINGDOM
Email: m.j.taylor@bham.ac.uk
Nuri Yavan
University of Ankara
Department of Geography
Ankara University
Faculty of History and Geography, Ankara
06100 TURKEY
Email: nuri.yavan@ankara.edu.tr
Jici Wang
Peking University
Department of Urban and Economic
Geography
College of Urban and Environmental
Sciences, Beijing, 100871, CHINA
Email: wjc@pku.edu.cn
Henry Wai-chung Yeung
Department of Geography
National University of Singapore
1 Arts Link, 117570, SINGAPORE
Email: geoywc@nus.edu.sg

2. Meetings
The Commission held and/or participated in
the following events during 2012-13. These
are:
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trade
developments,
institutional
changes) and applied work.
-

-

Joint Conference with Commissions on
Applied Geography, GIScience, and
Modelling Geographical Systems on
the theme of Applied GIS and Spatial
Modelling. Held in Leeds, United
Kingdom, May 29-June 2, 2013. See
Commission on Applied Geography
Annual Report for additional details.
IGU Regional Conference in Kyoto,
Japan, August 4-9, 2013. Commission
held three special sessions on the theme
of Management Geography. These
special sessions were organized in
conjunction with the Spaces of
International
Economy
and
Management (SIEM) Research Group
at Ritsumeikan University in Japan.
Papers presented – 13. Sessions
Summary - First tier global cities are
becoming
more
significant
as
translators and mediators of global
practices in the world city network,
second tier cities are becoming
strategically important for adapting to
local practices. Within the global city
network, new spaces of global business
practices are becoming visible. In
global cities, new international
platforms of technology and business
practices are being created. Economic
geographers see world cities as centers
of translation and calculation in a
world-wide network of heterogeneous
flows connecting communities of
practices (COPs) globally. Papers in
these special sessions focused on the
different kind of management practices
that can be observe in the pipeline of the
global city network.

The Commission has the following events
planned for 2014:
-

A
conference
on
the
theme
Globalisation & New Patterns of
Services Sector Driven Growth will be
held in Amsterdam, Netherlands, June

19-20. The host institution will be the
Amsterdam Institute for Social Science
Research, University of Amsterdam.
The meeting in Amsterdam will be a
joint meeting co-hosted with the
Regional
Science
Association
International (RSAI).
-

The Commission has proposed 7
sessions on a variety of themes ranging
from the green economy to emerging
economic spaces for the 2014 IGU
Regional Conference in Krakow,
Poland.

3. Networking
As noted above, the Commission engaged in
two collaborations:


The Commission collaborated with
three other Commissions (Applied
Geography, GIScience, and Modelling
Geographical Systems) in organizing a
conference on the theme of Applied GIS
and Spatial Modelling that was held in
Leeds, United Kingdom, May 29-June
2, 2013.



The Commission collaborated with
Spaces of International Economy and
Management (SIEM) Research Group
at Ritsumeikan University in Japan
(http://www.siemrg.org/about.html) to
organize three sessions on the theme of
Management Geography at the IGU
Regional Conference in Kyoto, Japan,
August 4-9, 2013.



In 2014 the Commission will
collaborate with the Regional Science
International (RSAI) in the coorganizing of a conference on the theme
of Globalisation & New Patterns of
Services Sector Driven Growth that will
be held in Amsterdam, Netherlands,
June 19-20.
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During 2012 and 2013 the IGU-CDES
had no cooperative efforts with either
the ISSC or the ISCU.


4. Publications
During 2012 and 2013 the Commission
continued its very successful publishing
relationship with Ashgate Publishers.
Ashgate publishes a series entitled
Dynamics of Economic Spaces and the
Chair of the Commission serves as the Series
Editor. During 2012-13 the Commission
published two books that were the outcome
of previous conferences.


Reid, Neil., Jay D. Gatrell, and Paula S.
Ross. 2012. Local Food Systems in Old
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Industrial RegionsLocal Food Systems
in Old Industrial Regions: Concepts,
Spatial Context, and Local Practices.
Farnham, England: Ashgate. 286 pages.
Fromhold-Eisebith,
Martina.
and
Martina Fuchs. 2012. New GlobalLocal Patterns of Production, Work,
and Innovation. Farnham, England:
Ashgate. 260 pages
Tamásy, Christine and and Javier
Revilla
Diez.
2013.
Regional
Resilience, Economy and Society
Globalising Rural Places. Farnham,
England: Ashgate. 306 pages

The current URL for the Commission
website is:
http://uac.utoledo.edu/igu_commission/inde
x.htm
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C12.09 Environmental Evolution
1. Membership
Chair: Dr. T. Boettger (Germany)
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental
Research – UFZ
Department of Isotope Hydrology
Theodor-Lieser-Str. 4, D-06120 Halle
Phone: +49-345-558-5227
Fax: +49-345-558-5449
Email: tatjana.boettger@ufz.de
Vice Chair: Dr. Fahu Chen (China)
Professor of Physical Geography and
Quaternary Research
Director of MOE Key Laboratory of West
China's Environmental System
Vice President of Lanzhou University
Research School of Arid Environment and
Climate Change
Lanzhou University
222 Tianshuinanlu Lanzhou
Gansu, China 730000
Email: chenfh@lzu.edu.cn
Secretary: Dr. Elena Novenko (Russia)
M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University
Faculty of Geography
Department of Physical Geography and
Landscape Science
119991, Moscow
GSP-1, 1 Leninskiye Gory
Phone: +7(495) 939-22-54
Fax: +7(495) 932-88-36
Email: lenanov@mail.ru
The Environment Evolution Commission
consists of 10 regional working groups. The
WGs include specialists in environmental
evolution (paleobotanists, paleopedologists,
paleoglaciologists, etc.),
paleoclimatologists, as well as specialists in
mathematical modeling. The leaders of WGs
are the members of Commission Steering
Committee, including the Chair and vice
chair of the Commission:
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Professor Andrei Velichko (Russia),
Institute of Geography Russian Academy of
Science
29 Staromonetny lane
Moscow 119017, Russia.
Phone: +7(495) 238 02 98
Fax: +7(495) 959 00 33
Email: paleo_igras@mail.ru
Dr. Bernhard Weninger (Germany).
Institute of Prehistoric Archaeology
University of Cologne
Weyertal 125, 50923 Cologne
Germany
Phone: +49 (0)221-470 2880
Email: b.weninger@uni-koeln.de
Dr. N Catto (Canada)
Editor, Quaternary International Department
of Geography
Memorial University
St. John's NL, A1B 3X9, Canada
Phone: 1-709-737-8413
Fax: 1-709-737-3119
Email: ncatto@mun.ca
Dr. P Kershow (Australia)
MonashUniversity
School of Geography and Environmental
Science
Wellington Rd, Clayton Campus
Victoria 3800, Australia
Phone: +61 3 99052927
Fax: +61 3 99052948
Email: peter.kershaw@arts.monash.edu.au
Dr. Ch. Turner (Great Britain)
Quaternary Environments Group
Department of Geography
University of Cambridge, UK
Email: chassturner@aol.com
Dr. M. Stancikaite (Lithuania)
Institute of Geology and Geography
T. Sevcenkos 13, LT 03223
Vilnius, Lithuania
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Phone: +370 5 2104700
Fax: +370 5 2104695
Email: stancikaite@geo.lt
Dr. V. Zernitskaya (Belarus)
Institute of Geochemistry and Geophysics
National Academy of Sciences of Belarus,
Kuprevich street 7, 220141 Minsk, Belarus
Phone/fax: 375-017-2635398
Email: vzern@igig.org.by
Dr. L. Bezusko (Ukraine) National
University "Kyiv-Mohyla Academy"
2 H. Skovorody Street, Kyiv (Kiev)
04070 Ukraine,
Phone: 380(44)463-59-27
Email: bezusko@ukma.kiev.ua
Dr. A. Tsatzkin (Israel)
University of Haifa
Mount Carmel, Haifa, Israel, 31905
Phone: 972 (0)4 8240111
Email: tsatskin@research.haifa.ac.il

2. Meetings
2.1. 2013
In 2013 the Environment Evolution
Commission organized a special session in
Kyoto Regional Conference of IGU, 4-9
August, 2013.
The session’s title was “Environment
Evolution and Human Activity in the late
Quaternary: Geographical Pattern” and
chairs Tatjana Boettger, Elena Novenko and
Alexander Olchev.
The session was focused on studies of the
landscapes evolution and human activity in
different geographical regions during the
Pleistocene and the Holocene.
The session program included 16 oral
presentations (4 time-slots). More than 30
scientists from 8 countries (Russia, Japan,
Germany, China, USA, Cambodia, India
and Indonesia) participated in the session
and took an active part in discussions.
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The principal topics of the presentations
were:
 Landscape dynamics: participants
presented the results of investigations of
the landscape dynamics during the Late
Pleistocene and Holocene (the last 120
kyr) in the Northern Hemisphere. The
main ideas and conclusions were a
possibility to use the paleo-analogue
approaches for assessing the location of
modern environments in the general
evolutionary system.
 Natural
Processes:
participants
presented
the
results
of
the
experimental and theoretical studies in
the
key-regions:
paleontological
information
(pollen,
macrofossil,
diatoms, etc); geomorphological data,
paleolimnic and paleohydrological
materials, radiocarbon dates, stable
isotope data and the evidence about
beginning of human activities. The
presented results have shown that
human activity in late Pleistocene and
Holocene become a more and more
important factor in the environment
evolution system
 Special attention in the session was paid
to studies of human impacts on land
surface – atmosphere interactions under
modern environmental conditions and
under different scenarios of projected
future climate changes. This knowledge
will help us to assess the relationship
between human and environment today.
2.2. Meetings or other events Commission
plans to hold in 2014 and later years
2014, April, 16-19:
International Conference “Methods of
palaeoenvironmental research”
Moscow, Institute of Geography Russian
Academy of Science.
Co-organizers: Russian Academy of
Science, Moscow State University.
The International Conference will be
focusing on the methodological issues of
paleoecological studies. This theme has
been chosen due to the expressed needs for
111

the young to provide a comprehensive
overview of the most current and innovative
techniques.
Attendees will be exposed to new methods
currently
developeda by
high-profile
the youngbeing
to provide
comprehensive
senior
researchers,
willand
expand
their
overview
of the mostand
current
innovative
knowledge
techniques. in traditional methods of
Attendees will
exposed
new methods
interpreting
theberesults
of to
paleoecological
currently Each
being topic
developed
by high-profile
analysis.
will include
keynote
plenary
lectures by and
experts
the fieldtheir
of
senior researchers,
willinexpand
paleoecological
shortmethods
talk session
knowledge in research,
traditional
of
and
seminars
a range
of relevant
interpreting
the on
results
of paleoecological
palaecology
topics,
providing
a
analysis. Eachrelated
topic will
include
keynote
plenaryand
lectures
by expertsconference.
in the fieldThe
of
lively
comprehensive
presentation
on radiocarbon
dating,
pollen,
paleoecological
research, short
talk session
diatom,
charcoal,on
testate
amoeba,
and seminars
a range
ofostracods,
relevant
stable
isotope related
data, archaeological
findingsa
palaecology
topics, providing
are
A special emphasis
in The
the
livelyplanned.
and comprehensive
conference.
presentationwill
on be
radiocarbon
pollen,
Conference
placed on dating,
data handling:
diatom, charcoal,
amoeba, ostracods,
chronology;
datatestate
analyses:
zonation,
ordination
techniques,
diversity estimates,
stable isotope
data, archaeological
findings
rate
change. A special emphasis in the
are of
planned.
Conference will be placed on data handling:
Practical
exercises
as master-classes
chronology;
data (such
analyses:
zonation,
ordination
techniques,
diversity
in
paleoecological
methods
and estimates,
software
rate of
used
forchange.
data analyses) will also be held. The
Conference will host short-talks and poster
sessions
the(such
young
scientists can
Practical where
exercises
as master-classes
present
and discuss their
research
in paleoecological
methods
andactivity.
software
Nowadays
weanalyses)
have received
72 be
registration
used for data
will also
held. The
Conference
will hostfrom
short-talks
poster
forms
of scientists
Russia,and
Ukraine,
Belarus,
sessions Lithuania,
where thePoland,
youngGermany,
scientistsChina
can
and
Great
100
present
andBritain.
discuss We
theirexpected
research about
activity.
participants.
application
Nowadays weThe
havedeadline
receivedfor
72 registration
and
abstract
submissions
December,
25.
forms
of scientists
fromisRussia,
Ukraine,
Belarus, Lithuania, Poland, Germany, China
and Great
Britain. We expected about 100
2015,
August:
Special
sessions
a field
of the
participants.
The and
deadline
for trip
application
Commission
in a frame isofDecember,
IGU Regional
and abstract submissions
25.
Geographic Conference in Moscow, Russia.
2015, August:
Special
sessions
andof athefield
trip of the
The
special
sessions
Commission
in
Commission
a frame ofin IGU
Regional
the
Regional in
Conference
Moscow
will
focus
on methods
of geographical
forecasts,
Geographic
Conference
in Moscow,
Russia.
on trends in the environment processes and
on
scenarios
forof the
the Commission
future of
The special
sessions
in
human/environment
interactions
in different
the Regional Conference
in Moscow
will
focus on We
methods
regions.
plan of
to geographical
organize 2-3forecasts,
sessions
on trends
in thefield
environment
processes
and
and
the special
trip in Moscow
region
related
to the topics
on scenarios
for of
the Commission’s
future of
scientific
activity. interactions in different
human/environment
regions. We plan to organize 2-3 sessions
112
and the special field trip in Moscow region
related to the topics of Commission’s
scientific activity.

3. Networking
The
Commission
works
in tight
collaboration with IGU Commission of
glaciology
and IGU Commission of Karst
3. Networking
these are located in the Institute of
The
Commission
works
in tight
Geography
RAS.
collaboration with IGU Commission of
The
activities
of IGU
the Commission
glaciology
and
Commissionareofcarried
Karst
out
cooperation
Northern
thesein close
are located
in with
the the
Institute
of
Eurasia
Earth
Science Partnership Initiative
Geography
RAS.
(NEESPI) that is aimed at developing an
The activities
of the Commission
are carried
enhanced
understanding
of the interactions
out in close
the Northern
between
the cooperation
ecosystem, with
atmosphere,
and
human
dynamics
northern Initiative
Eurasia
Eurasia Earth
ScienceinPartnership
(http://neespi.org/).
(NEESPI) that is aimed at developing an
enhanced understanding of the interactions
The
Environment
Evolution
Commission
between
the ecosystem,
atmosphere,
and
humanno dynamics
in northern
has
formal contacts
with Eurasia
ISSC
(International
Social Science Council) and
(http://neespi.org/).
with ICSU (the International Council for
Science)
programs. Evolution Commission
The Environment
has no formal contacts with ISSC
(International
Social Science Council) and
4.
Publications
with ICSU (the International Council for
Science)
programs. Evolution Commission
The
Environment
are in preparation of a special issue of
4. Publications
Geographical
review of Japan ser. B
dedicated to the topics of Commission’s
session
in frameworks
of Kyoto
Regional
The Environment
Evolution
Commission
Conference
of IGU, 4-9
are in preparation
of August,
a special2013.
issue of
Geographical review of Japan ser. B
dedicated
to title:
the topics
of Commission’s
The
proposed
Environment
Evolution
sessionHuman
in frameworks
of Kyoto
Regional
and
Activity
in the
late
Conference ofGeographical
IGU, 4-9 August,
2013.
Quaternary:
Pattern.
The special
issue
ofEnvironment
the IGU Commission
on
proposed
title:
Evolution
Environment
will in
be focused
on
and HumanEvolution
Activity
the late
studies
of theGeographical
landscapes Pattern.
evolution and
Quaternary:
human activity in different geographical
regions
during
and the
The special
issue the
of thePleistocene
IGU Commission
on
Holocene.
Environment Evolution will be focused on
studies of the landscapes evolution and
The
overall
theme
the special
issue is
human
activity
in of
different
geographical
regions during
the Pleistocene
“Quaternary
Science
and Society”and the
Holocene.
The
main topics of the issue:
The overall theme of the special issue is
“Quaternary Science and Society”
The main topics of the issue:
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Landscape and climate dynamics in the
Pleistocene and the Holocene.
Initial occupation of the different
regions by men.
Men and environment interaction and
land use in the Holocene and in the
recent past.
Men - climate - vegetation interaction
under projected future climate changes.

- 114 -

The issue will consist of 12 paper from
participants of the sessions and members of
the Commission, the deadline for paper
preparation is February, 2014.
The current accurate
commission’s web site:
http://eecomm.org

URL

of

the
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C12.10 Gender and Geography
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair:
Assoc Prof Shirlena Huang
Department of Geography
National University of Singapore
Kent Ridge Crescent
Singapore
Tel: + 65 6516 3851
Fax: + 65 6777 3091
Email: geoslena@nus.edu.sg
Treasurer:
Assoc Prof Holly M. Hapke
Department of Geography
East Carolina University
Greenville, NC
27858
U.S.A.
Tel: +1 252 328 1041
Fax: +1 252 328 6054
Email: hapkeh@ecu.edu
Dr Mireia Baylina
Departament de Geografia
Facultat de Lletres, Edifici B
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona
08193 Bellaterra
Spain
Tel: +34 93 586 8060
Fax: +34 93 581 2001
Email: mireia.baylina@uab.es
Dr Orna Blumen
Faculty of Social Welfare and Health
Sciences
University of Haifa
Mount Carmel, 31905
Israel
Tel: + 972 4824 0155
Fax: + 972 4824 9282
Email: ornab@researach.haifa.ac.il
Dr Anindita Datta
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Department of Geography
Delhi School of Economics
University of Delhi
Delhi-110007
India
Tel: + 981 063 3776
Email: anindita.dse@gmail.com
Dr Claire Dwyer
Department of Geography
University College London
26 Bedford Way
London WC1H OAP
United Kingdom
Tel: + 44 20 7679 5526
Fax: + 44 20 7679 7565
Email: c.dwyer@geog.ucl.ac.uk
Prof Lynda Johnston
Geography Programme
University of Waikato
Private Bag 3105
Hamilton
New Zealand
Tel: +64 7 838 4046
Fax: +64 7 838 4633
Email: lyndaj@waikato.ac.nz
Prof Ragnhild Lund
Department of Geography
Norwegian University of Science and
Technology
Trondheim, 7491 Dragvoll
Norway
Tel: +47 359 1923/10
Fax: +47 735 91878
Email: ragnhild.lund@sut.ntnu.no
Prof Ann Oberhauser
Women’s Studies/Geography
West Virginia University
218 Eiesland Hall
P.O. Box 6450
Morgantown, WV
26506-6450
U.S.A.
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Tel: +1 304 293 2339
Fax: +1 304 293 3041
Email: ann.oberhauser@mail.wvu.edu
Dr Joseli Maria Silva
State University of Ponta Grossa
Department of Geography
Avenida General Carlos
Cavalcanti 4748
Bloco L. Campus Uvaranas
Ponto Grossa, Paraná
Brazil
CP 84030-900
Tel: 55 42 3220 3046
Email: joseli.genero@gmail.com
Prof Dr Anke Strüver
Institut für Geographie
Universität Hamburg
Bundesstraẞe 55
D-20146 Hamburg
Germany
Tel: 0049(0)40 / 42838 5210
Fax: 0049(0)40 / 42838 4967
Email: struever@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de
Prof Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg
Dipartimento di Scienze Umane per la
Formazione “Riccado Massa”
University of Milan-Bicocca
Piazza dell’Ateneo Nuovo 1
20126 Milan
Italy
Tel: +39 2 6448 4848
Fax: +39 3 3197 1416
Email: Marcella.schmidt@unimib.it
1.2. Corresponding Members
As of December 2013, the Commission’s
listserv
includes
651
subscribers
representing at least 45 countries. This is an
increase of 18.6% over two years since
January 2012 (when there were 554
subscribers). A number of new members
were gained in 2013 from geographers
attending the IGU Congress and preconference in August 2013, particularly
geographers from Japan.

In terms of the count by country, specific
national origins of a considerable number of
subscribers cannot be identified since they
use addresses such as gmail, hotmail and
yahoo. Based on available information, the
largest numbers of listserv subscribers
continue to be from the US, the UK and
India (over 40 each). Moderate participation
levels are found in western Europe (Italy,
Spain and Switzerland), Canada as well as
Australia and New Zealand.
Latin
American
membership
has
grown
substantially over the last two years,
primarily in Brazil, a result of the meeting
the Commission held there in 2011 (but
extensive use of yahoo and gmail addresses
particularly in Mexico and Argentina limits
national identification of Latin American
subscribers).
What is notable is that
Brazilian scholars now contribute regular
entries (at least 20 per issue) to the
Newsletter bibliography from the trilingual
(Portuguese, Spanish English) electronic
gender journal they began publishing in
2011. Low levels of participation are from
eastern Europe and the Middle East (other
than Israel). Participation in the listserv
appears to be lowest in East Asia (except
Japan), Southeast Asia (other than
Singapore) and Africa, with only a handful
of subscribers in each of these regions.
While the level of participation is uneven
across the different countries, it is worth
noting that the Steering Committee is
characterized by multinational membership:
5 members are from different parts of
Western Europe (including the UK), 2 from
the US, and 1 each from Australia/New
Zealand, Latin America, the Middle East,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.
Twice each year, list members receive a
newsletter via the Gender and Geography
Commission’s
listserv
(igugender@list.arzona,edu) with reports of
activities of members and a substantial
multilingual bibliography, with the full
newsletter issued in English, French, and
Spanish Information is also circulated about
other relevant conferences and the
115
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newsletter is additionally sent to the USbased geogfem listserv (almost 600
subscribers) and to the British gender and
feminist
geography
listserv
(grgrs@jiscmail.ac.uk). Additionally, the
newsletter is archived on the Commission's
website
(http://igugender.socsci.uva.nl/)
with issues dating from 1988 to the present.



2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings
organized
commission

by

the

2012:
Conference:
IGU
Gender
Commission Pre-conference on Down to
Earth: Identities, Bodies and Spatial Scales
Venue: University of Hamburg, Hamburg,
Germany
Date: 23-25 August 2012
No. of participants: 80+ (40 presentations)
Organisers: Sybille Baudriedl (University
of Kassel) and Anke Stüver (University of
Hamburg)
Note: The Gender Commission also
organized 5 sessions at the main IGU
Congress in Cologne, 25-30 August 2012.

Insights and implications:


One result of the discussion was that
there still exists huge difficulties to
transfer outcomes of feminist research
and action internationally and that the
examined concepts of hegemony
(patriarchy, heteronormativity, racism,
capitalism) in the debate are very
diverse. Gender research is located at
different scales from bodies to global
economy, which indicates the sense of
place in a globalized but in the same
time fragmented world.



There exists no common sense of
central distinctions and main categories
for intersectional perspectives. Some
studies referred on the category gender
only, others were linked to age or
sexuality or class or race/ethnicity.



Objectives for future conferences are:
(i) to integrate voices from African
countries; (ii) to create deeper alliances
of established working groups on
gender with the growing working
groups on sexualities; (iii) to stimulate
more externally organized thematic
sessions;
and (iv) to publish all
abstracts in advance of the preconference.

Summary of topics addressed:
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The general theme encompassed gender
issues with a particular focus on
embodied
identities
and
their
materialities at various spatial scales,
but also more general feminist concerns
in urban and migration studies, as well
as political, economic and social
geographies.
In 12 sessions a broad range of topics
were discussed, including care
economy, gendered violence in public
spaces, multiple meanings of private
and public spaces, gentrification,
agency of transsexual and queer
identities, biographies of migration and
gender relations in time of social and
economic transformations.

We also had a special session on
feminist methodologies and field
experiences, with reflections on gender
roles in research practices and language
barriers in international feminist
communities, as well as a public roundtable-discussion
on
“Feminist
geography in a globalised world” in
cooperation with a community social
centre.

2013:
Conference:
IGU
Gender
Commission Pre-conference on Gender,
Power and Knowledge: Building Global
Networks through Local Sensitivities
Venue: Nara Women’s University, Nara,
Japan
Dates: 1-4 August 2013
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No. of participants: 40+ (20 presentations)
Organisers: Yoko Yoshida (Nara Women’s
University)
and
Keichi
Kumagai
(Ochanomizu University)

Insights and implications:


The need that more work was still
needed in the following areas was
recognized: to deconstruct the ways
feminist geographies are rooted in
Western-centric viewpoints; ways in
which male researchers can participate
in
feminist
geographies;
how
researchers can best respect local
sensitivities in their research; and ways
of overcoming the challenges of
international collaboration (including
the need for sensitivity to power
differences and for spaces of
collaboration to be spaces of trust and
flexibility to working differently in
different settings).



The goals set for future meetings
include better representation of research
from the Global South, and cultivating
productive
cooperation
between
researchers across boundaries.



To foster better participation from
researchers from the Global South,
Commission
members
endorsed
providing support for (i) an annual
student travel award of up to USD1,000
to present a paper at a Gender and
Geography Commission meeting; and
(ii) running regional workshops on
“Feminist Methods for Constructing
Geographical Knowledge” in countries
of the Global South to contribute to the
training of feminist geographers and
consciousness-raising
in
these
countries.

Note: The Gender Commission also
organized 9 sessions (with 22 papers),
including 2 sessions (with 8 papers) with the
History of Geography Commission, at the
main IGU Congress in Kyoto, 4-9 August
2012.
Summary of topics addressed:








20 researchers presented their findings
over 6 sessions: “Gender, Ethnicity and
Migration”, “Globalization, Borders
and
Mobility”,
“Women’s
Empowerment and Socio-economic
Transformations”, “Gender and Sexual
Identity”, “Gender and Public/Private
Space” and “Toward Alternative
Geographies”.
The presentations encompassed a
diversity of topics and issues, including
gender and labour, the queering of
public spaces, the formation of migrant
communities, the creation of national
identities, rural development, and
changes in social structures and gender
relations following processes of neoliberalization.
Befitting the 2012-2016 theme of the
Gender Commission
on “Scaling
Gender: From the body to the globe”,
the papers contextualized gender
politics at various scales and
highlighted the production of new
spatialities in relation to local and
global linkages.

2.2. Future Meetings

In the discussions, focus was also given
to the building of cross-boundary
research and the complexities of
building
qualitative
international
research. Participants also reflected on
the lack of quantitative and GIS-related
research projects within feminist
geography.

2014:
Conference: 2nd Latin American Seminar on
Geography, Gender and Sexualities:
Intersectionality, Gender and Sexuality in
Spatial Analysis
Venue: Federal University of Rondônia,
Porto Velho, Rondônia, Brazil
Date: 8-11 October 2014
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Organisers: Maria das Graças Silva
Nascimento Silva (Fundação Universidade
Federal de Rondônia, UNIR) and Joseli
Maria Silva* (Universidade Estadual de
Ponta Grossa, UEPG)
Focus of the Conference: Following a
highly successful international meeting in
Rio de Janeiro in 2011, Brazilian
geographers are organizing this workshop to
promote academic and political debate on
the intersection between gender, sexuality
and race and their relationship to
geographical space as Latin American is
deeply marked by the strong hierarchy of
individuals and social groups.
Collaborative Network: Beyond the IGU
Commission on Gender and Geography, the
seminar is supported by the Latin American
Network of Geography, Gender and
Sexualities, the Territorial Studies Group of
the State University of Ponta Grossa, and the
Studies of Space and Representations
Network.
*Joseli M. Silva is a Steering Committee
member of the IGU Gender Commission.
Conference:
Re-Orienting
Gender:
Geographies of Resistance, Agency,
Violence and Desire in Asia (including a
workshop on Feminist Methodology)
Venue: University of Delhi, New Delhi,
India
Date: 19-21 November 2014
Convenor: Anindita Datta* (University of
Delhi)
Focus of the Conference: This conference
aims at initiating a discussion on gender,
space and the politics of location in general
and on the themes of resistance, agency,
violence and desire in the diverse,
multilayered social and spatial contexts of
Asia, in particular.
Collaborative Network:
Beyond the
endorsement of the IGU Commission on
Gender and Geography, the conference is
also supported by the Swedish South Asian
Studies Network (SASNET) and Lund
University, Sweden.
*Anindita Datta is a Steering Committee
member of the IGU Gender Commission.
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Conference: IGU Gender Commission
Conference on Gender and space - diversity
of regional and academic realities (tentative
title)
Venue: University of Warsaw, Warsaw,
Poland,
Date: 16-17 August 2014
Organisers:
Mirosław
Growchowski
(University of Warsaw) and Bogumiła
Lisocka-Jaegermann
(University
of
Warsaw)
Focus of the Conference: The conference
will discuss the condition and research
perspectives of feminist geography in
different regions of the world, including
Central Eastern Europe.
2015:
Conference: IGU Gender Commission
Conference on Gendered Landscapes of
Change and Diversity
Venue:
University
of
WisconsinMilwaukee, Milwaukee, USA
Date: 19-20 April 2015 (tentative)
Organisers: Janice Monk (University of
Arizona), Ann Oberhauser (West Virginia
University) and Holly Hapke (East Carolina
University)*
Focus of the Conference: The conference
will focus on the gendered experiences of
race/ethnicity/religion within the broader
contexts
of
urbanization,
immigration/cultural
diversity,
and
economic restructuring.
Collaborative Network: The conference will
be co-organised with the Association of
American
Geographers’
“Geographic
Perspective on Women” group
*All the organizers are members/Steering
Committee members of the IGU Gender
Commission.

3. Networking
The Commission co-organised two sessions
(with eight papers) on the “History of
Geography, Geographical Thought, and
Gender” with the History of Geography
Commission at the Kyoto Meeting in August
2013.
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Various steering committee as well as
ordinary members of the Commission
regularly attend and organize conference
sessions with other international and multidisciplinary groups, including the main
association conferences in the US and UK.
For example, members presented research
and organized joint paper sessions at the
Association of American Geography 2012
and 2013 meetings, and at the Royal
Geographical Society (with the Institute of
British Geographers) conferences 2012 and
2013.
Robyn Longhurst, immediate past Chair of
the Gender Commission, continues as a
member of the Steering Committee of the
International Year of Understanding
(IYGU) and to head the IYGU continental
secretariat for Oceania.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues
and books
The Gender Commission’s Newsletter:
The Commission on Gender and
Geography’s biennial newsletter was
published in May 2012, November 2012,
May 2013 and November 2013.
It is edited by Professor Janice Monk and
sent to all members (currently over 650) of
the Commission. The biennial newsletter
(issued in English, French and Spanish)
forms
an
important
worldwide
communication medium. Each issue
(averaging 6-10 pages) conveys information
on past and future meetings of the
Commission, meetings organised by
national and regional groups of feminist
geographers, institutional events and
personal research activities, publications
and achievements of Commission members.
The newsletter’s reach extends beyond the
Commission and the IGU’s usual
communication channels, as it is also
uploaded onto Geogfem and the British
Women in Geography Study Group list,
while part of the newsletters is translated in
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German and incorporated in GeoRundbrief,
a newsletter which links those interested in
gender themes in geography in Germanspeaking countries.
All issues of the IGU Gender Commission’s
newsletters, beginning with No. 1,
November 1988, are available on the
Commission’s web site.

Special Issues:
A special issue on “Bridging Gendered
Diversity in a Globalizing World” was
published in 2013 in Hagar: Studies in
Culture, Politics, and Identities, 11 (1),
guest edited by Orna Blumen, Tovi Fenster
and Chen Misgav. This themed issue
contains a selection of papers presented at an
IGU Gender Commission’s meeting held in
Jerusalem, on 8-10 July 2010.
4.2. Commission Website
The current accurate URL
commission’s web site:
http://igugender.socsci.uva.nl/

of

the

5. Archival Contributions
Materials and publications transmitted to the
IGU archives by your commission. Copies
of all newsletters, monographs, special
journal issues, etc. should be sent to IGU
Secretary General upon publication.
As noted above, all issues of the IGU Gender
Commission’s
newsletters
may
be
downloaded directly from the Commission’s
web site and members of the IGU executive
are included on the listserv.
Photographs from your meetings, field
excursions, or other events that you are
willing to share will be gratefully received
and will be included in the IGU eNewsletter.
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C12.11 Geographical Education
1. Membership
The statutes of the IGU state that
Commissions should consist of a Chair and
Steering Group of ten members plus a
Secretary. Given the size and complexity of
the
Commission
on
Geographical
Education, the proposal accepted by the IGU
Executive for the renewal of the
Commission for the period 2012 – 2016,
included a) joint chairs, and b) a concept of
a steering committee of “10+” in order to
recognise the ongoing and significant role
played by former Chairs and Steering Group
members and c) the concept of Regional
Correspondents who are publicly identified
with the role of facilitating effective
communication and outreach between the
CGE and specific regions of the world. As
approved by the Executive Committee of the
IGU in 2012, the effective Steering
committee of the Commission may therefore
be considered as a core of 11 people
consisting of two co-chairs plus nine other
members including the Secretary and
Treasurer, supported by a panel of
(currently) six long standing former steering
committee members and linked closely with
49 regional correspondents who are asked to
ensure that local information on research
and developments in geographical education
are reported to the Commission Secretary
for inclusion in the CGE Newsletter and that
information provided to the international
community through the CGE Newsletters
are disseminated through local and regional
networks.

Faculty of Earth and Life Sciences
VU University Amsterdam
The Netherlands
Email: j.a.vander.schee@vu.nl
www.joop.vdschee.nl/
John Lidstone (Co-Chair)
Adjunct Professor
Faculty of Education
Queensland University of Technology
Queensland 4059, Australia
Email: j.lidstone@qut.edu.au
Website: staff.qut.edu.au/staff/lidstone/
Clare Brooks (Secretary)
Senior Lecturer in Geography Education
Institute of Education
University of London
20 Bedford Way, London
WC1H 0AL, UK
Email: C.Brooks@ioe.ac.uk
Website: www.ioe.ac.uk
www.clarebrooks.com
Michael Solem (Treasurer)
Educational Affairs Director
Association of American Geographers
1710 Sixteenth Street NW
Washington, DC 20009-3198, USA
Email: msolem@aag.org

The formal statutory 2012 – 2016 Steering
Group therefore consists of:

Daniela Schmeinck
Professor
Institute of Primary Science and
Social Sciences
University of Cologne
Immermannstraße 49-51
50931 Köln, Germany
Email: Daniela.Schmeinck@uni-koeln.de
Website: www.Daniela-Schmeinck.de

Joop van der Schee (Co-Chair)
Professor of Geographical Education
Faculty of Geosciences
Utrecht University; and

Ali Demirci
Associate Professor and Head of the
Department of Geography
Fatih University, 34500, Istanbul, Turkey
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Email: ademirci@fatih.edu.tr
Fernando Alexandre
Geography Coordinator
Department of Social Sciences
S. João do Estoril High School & Education
and Development Research Unit
Faculty of Sciences and Technology, Lisbon
Rua Brito Camacho, 2769-501
Estoril, Portugal
Email: fernando.alexandre@essje.pt
Osvaldo Muniz-Solari
Professor of Geography
Texas State University
San Marcos, TX 78666, USA
Email: o.muniz@txstate.edu
Ivy Tan
Associate Professor
Humanities & Social Studies Education
Academic Group
National Institute of Education
Nanyang Technological University
Singapore
1 Nanyang Walk, Singapore 637616
Email: ivy.tan@nie.edu.sg
Sirpa Tani
Professor
Geography and Environmental Education
University of Helsinki
P.O. Box 9, FI-00014, Finland
Email: sirpa.tani@helsinki.fi
Eje Kim
Department of Social Studies Education
Gyeongin National University of Education
430-040 San 6-8 Seoksu-Dong
Manan-Gu, Anyang-Si Gyonggi
South Korea
Email: hockie44@hotmail.com
The active Advisory panel (10+) of former
Chairs and members of the Steering
group currently consists of:
Sarah Bednarz
Professor
Department of Geography
Texas A&M University

College Station, Texas 77843-3147, USA
Email: s-bednarz@tamu.edu
Simon Catling
Emeritus Professor of Education
Oxford Brookes University
Harcourt Hill Campus
OX2 9AT Oxford, United Kingdom
Email: sjcatling@brookes.ac.uk
Hartwig Haubrich
Emeritus Professor
Geographical Education
Freiburg University of Education
Kunzenweg 21, 79117 Freiburg
Germany
E-mail: haubrich@ph-freiburg.de
Joseph Stoltman
Professor, Department of Geography
College of Arts and Sciences
Western Michigan University
3219 Wood Hall
Kalamazoo MI 49008-5424 USA
Email: joseph.stoltman@wmich.edu
Lex Chalmers
Associate Professor of Geography
University of Waikato
3240 Hamilton, New Zealand
Email: lex@waikato.ac.nz
Sibylle Reinfried
Professor
Geography and Geographical Education
University of Teacher Education
Central Switzerland Lucerne
Frohburgstrasse 3, 6002 Lucerne
Switzerland
Email: sibylle.reinfried@phz.ch
Margaret Robertson
Professor of Education
La Trobe University
Faculty of Education
Melbourne (Bundoora)
Email: m.robertson@latrobe.edu.au
Regional correspondents
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Geographical
And
Environmental
Education (IRGEE). The Commission
currently has regular communication with
689 people in 75 countries. The breakdown
of the current mailing list as of December
2013 is as shown in Figure 1 below.
Since 2012, the Commission has placed
special attention on making contact with
geographical educators in areas of the world
not previously represented in our network
including Africa, the Middle East, East Asia
and Latin and South America. In particular
we draw attention to our outreach in
Bangladesh, Belarus, Botswana, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iceland, Kyrgystan, Lesotho,
Nigeria and the Philippines and our success
in attracting women representatives from
less developed countries.

The location and contact details of the 49
regional correspondents may be found in the
CGE website at http://www.igu-cge.org/
where may be found an interactive map for
those interested in the Commission to locate
their nearest correspondent.
Corresponding Members
The
Commission
on
Geographical
Education has members through a) those
who attend its Symposia and IGU regional
conferences
and
congresses;
b)
corresponding members who while unable
to attend regular meetings, participate in the
various publishing and research activities;
and c) those who participate in the work of
the Commission through the Commission
Journal, International Research In
Number of commission members per country:
Argentina

3

Egypt

1

Lesotho

1

South Korea

7

Australia

44

Eire

7

Malaysia

5

South Africa

15

Austria

3

Estonia

2

Malta

3

Spain

7

Bangladesh

1

Ethiopia

1

Mexico

2

Sweden

12

Belarus

2

Finland

23

Mongolia

1

Switzerland

17

Belgium

3

France

3

Netherlands

24

Thailand

1

Botswana

2

Germany

59

New Zealand

21

Tunisia

1

Brazil

2

Greece

4

Nigeria

3

Turkey

29

Bulgaria

3

Hungary

13

Norway

6

Ukraine

1

Cambodia

1

Iceland

2

Oman

2

3

Canada

13

Indonesia

1

Pakistan

2

Chile
China - Hong
Kong
China - PRC

2

India

9

Philippines

1

Ulster – UK
United Arab
Emirates
United Kingdom

83

11

Iran

2

Poland

6

USA

78

6

Israel

13

Portugal

8

Venezuela

1

China - Taiwan

6

Italy

5

Romania

2

Vietnam

2

Croatia

2

Japan

28

Russia

5

Zimbabwe

1

Cyprus

1

Kenya

2

15

Unknown

10

Czechia

13

Kyrgyzstan

1

1

Total

689

Denmark

8

Latvia

1

Singapore
Slovak
Republic
Slovenia
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4
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2. Meetings
2.1. The meetings organized by the
Commission
on
Geographical
Education in 2012-2013 with
information on their locations, dates,
2. Meetings
and numbers of participants
2.1.
meetings organized
by the
The TheCommission
on
Geographical
Commission
on itsGeographical
Education
engages with
constituency
Education
2012-2013 with
through
four formsinof meetings:
on their
locations,
1. information
Special sessions
arranged
withdates,
local
and
numbers
participants
organisers
as of
part
of IGU Congresses
and Regional meetings;
The
Commission
Geographical
2. Symposia
arrangedon
by local
organisers
Education
engages
with its constituency
from within
the Commission
specific to
through
forms of meetings:
the four
Commission;
1.
arranged
with
local
3. Special
Face to sessions
face meetings
of the
Steering
organisers
partwhich
of IGUallCongresses
Group(+10)as to
interested
and
Regional
meetings;
parties
are invited
to attend conducted
2. Symposia
arranged bytime
local organisers
at an appropriate
during or
from
within thebefore
Commission
specific
to
immediately
or after
IGU
the
Commission;
Congresses
or Conferences and
3. Face
to face Symposia;
meetings ofand
the Steering
Commission
to which
all interested
4. Group(+10)
Virtual meetings
conducted
primarily
parties
invitedGroup
to attend
for theare
Steering
andconducted
Advisory
at
an using
appropriate
or
Panel
various time
forms during
of internet
immediately
before or after IGU
collaborative software.
Congresses or Conferences and
CommissionRegional
Symposia;meetings
and
Congresses,
and
4.
Virtual Meetings
meetings conducted
Symposia
conductedprimarily
during
the Steering
Group and Advisory
2012for– 2013
were as follows:
Panel using various forms of internet
collaborative
software.
August
22nd-25th,
2012, Freiburg:
Symposium of the Commission, Freiburg
Congresses,
meetings
University ofRegional
Education.
Number and
of
Symposia
Meetings conducted during
attendees: 160
2012 – 2013 were as follows:
August 26th-30th, 2012, Cologne:
August
22nd-25th,
2012, Freiburg:
International
Geographical
Union (IGUSymposium
of the ofCommission,
Freiburg
IGC) University
Cologne, Germany.
University
Education.
Number
of
Number of of
attendees
associated
with the
attendees:
CGE: 200160
August
2012,
Cologne:
August 26th-30th,
4th-9th, 2013,
Kyoto:
International Geographical Union (IGUIGC) University of Cologne, Germany.
Number of attendees associated with the
CGE: 200
August 4th-9th, 2013, Kyoto:
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IGC)
Regional
Conference:
Kyoto
International Conference Centre, Kyoto,
Japan. Number of attendees associated with
the CGE strands was approximately 75 and
about 40 papers were presented.
International
Geographical
(IGUTheme: ‘Traditional
WisdomUnion
and Modern
IGC)
Regional
Conference:
Knowledge
for the Earth’s
Future’. Kyoto
International Conference Centre, Kyoto,
Japan.
of attendees
associated with
AugustNumber
9th-11th,
2013, Kyoto:
the
CGE
strands
wasschools
approximately
75 and
Field
trips
to local
and educational
about
40 papers
were presented.
facilities
near Kyoto.
This was a small
Theme:
Wisdom
Modern
meeting ‘Traditional
where a small
groupand
of overseas
Knowledge
Earth’s
Future’.
delegates tofor
thethe
Kyoto
meeting
were able to
interact with local teachers of geography
August
9th-11th,
2013,toKyoto:
local teacher
educators
exchange ideas on
Field
trips to local
schools and
the teaching
of geography
andeducational
geography
facilities
nearfrom
Kyoto.
wascountries.
a small
curriculum
their This
various
meeting
where
Attendees:
14 a small group of overseas
delegates to the Kyoto meeting were able to
interact
teachersofof the
geography
2.2. A with
brief local
summary
topics
local addressed
teacher educators
to exchange
on
at each
meeting ideas
and the
the teaching
of
geography
and
geography
findings or conclusions resulting
curriculum
from
their various countries.
from the
discussions
Attendees: 14
Pre-Congress IGU-CGE Symposium in
2.2.
A brief
summary
Freiburg,
Germany
2012 of the topics
addressed at each meeting and the
findings
or face
conclusions
resulting
In 2012,
the major
to face activity
of the
from the discussions
Commission
was the international PreCongress Symposium in Freiburg, Germany
Pre-Congress
IGU-CGE
Symposium
in
(August 22nd-25th,
2012) which
was hosted
Freiburg,
Germany 2012
by the Pädagogische
Hochschule Freiburg
and directed by the Organising committee of
In
2012,Dr.
the major
faceHaubrich;
to face activity
Prof.
Hartwig
Prof.of the
Dr.
Commission
was theProf.
international
PreSibylle Reinfried;
Dr. Yvonne
Congress
Symposium
Freiburg,
Schleicher;
and Prof.inDr.
GregorGermany
C. Falk
(August
which Muller.
was hosted
(Chair), 22nd-25th,
assisted by 2012)
Mr Michael
The
by
Hochschule
Freiburg
titletheofPädagogische
the Symposium
was Experienceand
directed
by theLearning
Organising
of
based
Geography
andcommittee
while papers
Prof.
Dr. Hartwig
Haubrich;
Prof. Dr.
were invited
on all aspects
of experienceSibylle
Reinfried; learning,
Prof. Dr.around
Yvonne
based geography
60
Schleicher;
andplus
Prof.
Dr. Gregor
C. Falk
presentations
numerous
posters
paid
(Chair),
assisted
by Mr
particular
attention
to: Michael Muller. The
title of the Symposium was Experiencebased
Geography Learning
and while papers
 Curriculum
and experience-based
were teaching
invited on
all learning
aspects ofof experienceand
geography
based(e.g.
geography
learning, around
60
educational
standards,
presentations
plus
numerous
posters
paid
development of competences, methods
particular
attention
and media
thatto:
foster experience-based
teaching and learning, etc.)
 Curriculum and experience-based
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teaching and learning of geography
(e.g.
educational
standards,
development of competences, methods
and media that foster experience-based
teaching and learning, etc.)
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Educational research concerning
experience-based teaching and the
learning of geography including
research concerning the efficacy of
constructivist approaches to teaching
and learning; conceptual change
research; and cognitive development.
Professional Development and inservice-teacher education; and
Professional Best Practice including
maps in action, project-oriented
learning, experience-based education
for sustainable development, global
learning, and bilingual education in
geography.

Reciprocal benefits to both international
academic geographer attendees and
geography students from the Pädagogische
Hochschule Freiburg (Freiburg University
of Education) were achieved when the
students conducted a series of field
excursions around “Freiburg Green City"
and "Medieval Freiburg". The UE students
prepared geographical activities for the
participants
enhancing
geographical
understandings of Freiburg and in turn
received pedagogical feedback from their
international geographer “students”. In
addition, field expeditions at the end of each
day including “In the Vineyards of the
Kaiserstuhl” conducted by Prof. Dr. H.
Nolzen and “Exploring the Black Forest”
conducted by Prof. Dr. H. Haubrich. Finally,
transfer to the main IGU Congress in
Cologne was accomplished through a one
day geographic transect down the Rhine
Valley including traversing the Rhine Gorge
by river.
IGU Congress, Cologne, Germany 2013:
Approximately 70 papers were presented in
16 sessions. Sessions focussed on:
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The development of spatial thinking
Best practice in geographical education
Best practice in Geography teacher
education
The state of the art of geographical
education








The state of geography in Europe
Education for Sustainable Development
and Global learning
Standards, Concepts and Experience
Innovative learning – new and old
media
Preconceptions in geography and
geographical education
Geography in higher education.

These sessions presented the Commission
with an opportunity to meet a number of
delegates who had not previously been
included in the network of geographical
educators. Of particular importance at this
meeting was the identification of a number
of
European-based
associations
of
geography educators including EUGEO and
EUROGEO with whom the Commission
have subsequently met.
IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto, Japan
2013
We look back at a very good Kyoto
Conference in August 2013. This conference
was well organised with participation by
more geographers (in education) than we
had expected. We are grateful to our
Japanese colleagues for all the work they
have done to make the conference a success.
All together there were more than 40 paper
presentations on geography in education,
most in the commission sessions, and some
in general sessions. In addition, our
commission participated in a joint session
about academic teaching organised by IGU
vice-president Joos Drooglever-Fortuijn
who is the liaison in the IGU Executive
Board for education. The papers presented
in the commission session varied in content
and ranged from examples of good practice
to empirical research findings and
discussions on geography’s difficult
position in the curriculum. In the wellattended commission business meeting at
the end of the Kyoto conference, there was a
plea for a better streaming of the type of
sessions next time. Apart from the academic
sessions, the conference in Kyoto offered
many possibilities to enjoy the rich local
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culture. After the conference our very
friendly Japanese colleagues (Koji Onishi,
Yoshi Ida, Yamamoto Ryuta and Takashi
Shimura) organised two very special field
trips for our commission, and took us to
schools in the Kyoto region in combination
with visits to beautiful temples and good
restaurants.

members of the Commission on
Geographical Education to participate in
these projects. Details of each of the projects
are below:
1.

Creating a Geography Education
Doctoral and PhD collection to
enhance
our
knowledge
about
geographical
and
environmental
education. The collation from around
the world of the authors, titles,
publishers and abstracts of successful
doctoral theses and PhD studies in
geographical
and
environmental
education, (from all nations and in
national languages) will be brought
together in an on-line list on the
IGUCGE website available for
everyone. The abstracts should be in
English and between 100 and 300
words. The coordinators of this work
are Ivy Tan, Eje Kim and John Lidstone
who are liaising with the British Subcommittee of the IGU which is also
working in this area.

3.

The preparation of a digital list of
significant papers, books or chapters
on geographical education to help
those who want to read about research
and development in geography
education. We are planning to publish
this list on our website next summer.
The coordinators of this work are
Daniela Schmeinck, Sirpa Tani and
Joop van der Schee who are collecting
existing lists of publications.

4.

The drafting of an edited book on
geography education practice and
research. This idea was proposed by
Michael Solem and Simon Catling on
“Rethinking Geography Education:
International Perspectives on Scholarly
Practices” for a series published by
Springer. The coordinators of this work
are Michel Solem, Clare Brooks and
John Lidstone.

5.

The preparation of a review
publication on geospatial practices

Immediate and long-term theoretical and
practical implications of the outcomes of
these three meetings (2012 – 2013)
Looking across the papers and discussions
of the three meetings described above, there
appear to be five fundamental areas of
concern to the international geographical
education community:
1) the promotion of geography as an
essential part of the curriculum of every
student;
2) the influence of more prescriptive
curriculum, examination and teacher
standards as countries engage in policy
borrowing
across
international
jurisdictions;
3) curriculum
and
pedagogical
development to meet the changing
needs of societies and the spread of new
media;
4) psychological aspects of developing
spatial thinking; and
5) Education
for
Sustainable
Development.
While each of these five foci are important
in themselves and have international
ramifications, the ways in which each are
explored and implemented in local
jurisdictions and contexts gives rise to
concerns which are rarely trivial. Perhaps
the essence of the work of the commission at
the present time may be defined as
international
perspectives
locally
implemented.
Progress on Programmes of Work
The Steering Committee of the Commission
has identified seven international projects
for the period 2012-2016 and invites all
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and lessons learned. The coordinators
of this work are Ali Demirci, Osvaldo
Muniz and Joop van der Schee. Last
summer they organised a plan for a
book with 18 chapters with the title
“Geospatial
technologies
and
geography education in a changing
world”. Many colleagues have already
agreed to help to write the book and the
abstracts for all chapters have been
prepared. The plan is to publish this
book within a year.
6.

7.

8.
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The setting up of geographical
education
‘Virtual
geography
communities of practice’. This
proposal would encourage and enable
geography educators in various parts of
the world to engage and work together,
communicating with each other and
sharing materials such as curricula,
individual lessons, learning objects and
assessment items, virtually. This
includes also promotion materials for
geography as an essential part of
education at all levels. The coordinators
of this work are Daniela Schmeinck, Ali
Demirci, Clare Brooks and Michael
Solem.
Support and connect early career
researchers in geography education
internationally. A further proposal
associated with (1) above relates to a
scholarly
analysis
of
the
implementation of the scholarly process
itself in the context of international
doctoral
work
in
geographical
education. Such a study would intend to
enhance both quality and quantity of
international research in geographical
education. The coordinators of this
work are Fernando Alexandre, Sirpa
Tani, John Lidstone.
Support
the
International
Geographical Union Commission on
Geographical Education Olympiad as
an important way to promote
geography, to stimulate understanding
between young people and to help to

improve the quality
geography worldwide.

of

school

2.3. The meetings and other events we
plan to hold in 2014 and later years,
including locations, dates, and the
topics to be addressed
The Commission will meet as a body with as
many steering group members as can attend
immediately prior to the formal Krakow
conference in August 2014. At that time, we
intend to review the seven major
Commission projects listed below. The foci
of the Krakow conference Education
sessions will continue the discussions that
have emerged in the current year, and will be
as follows:
Session 1: Changes, Challenges and
Responsibility in the School Geography
Curriculum
Many countries around the world have
established a state-wide curriculum
statement for school geography. Questions
can be raised around what should be
included in such a state-endorsed definition
of school geography and what should be left
out? What geography should young people
be learning? And whose responsibility is it
to decide? State endorsement can lead to
status and prestige for a school subject;
however, many teachers are unhappy with
the geography curriculum they have been
given. Papers are invited to explore the
contents of the school geography
curriculum, along with issue of how that
curriculum is read, interpreted and enacted
by geography teachers.
Session 2: Changing
geography education:
challenges of the future

practices in
meeting the

The Rome Declaration on Geographical
Education in Europe (2013) states:
“Geographical education provides students
with essential capabilities and competences
needed to know and understand the world”.
The challenge for geography educators is
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how to teach geography effectively in this
day and age. Research in this area may look
at geographical enquiry, innovative
pedagogical approaches to teaching
geography, or curriculum questions about
the role of geography education in the
teaching of sustainable development or
geospatial technologies. Papers are invited
to consider the future implications of these
approaches and how they can develop the
field of geography education to meet the
demands of the future.
Session 3: Research findings and
challenges in Geography Education
The publication of the Road Map report on
Geography Education Research (in the
USA) raised many issues around the role and
function of geography education research.
The papers in this series provide an
opportunity to discuss the key topics in
geography education research: what has
been learnt from research in this field, and
what further research needs to be
conducted? A key theme in this series of
papers will be who undertakes research in
the field, and whether there is space in such
a small field for practitioner and large-scale
research, and how different research
approaches may complement each other.

In Kyoto 2013 the Commission participated
in a joint session about academic teaching
organised by IGU vice-president Joos
Drooglever-Fortuijn who is the liaison in the
IGU Executive Board for education. The
Commission agreed to offer full support for
a new IGU initiative focusing on academic
teaching in geography and submitted a
formal proposal for how such an initiative
might be implemented.
with
other
3.2. Collaborations
international,
intergovernmental,
and inter- and multi-disciplinary
groups
-

As noted in our report on education
aspects of the Cologne conference
above, the Commission observes a
proliferation of new professional bodies
and
publications
focussed
on
geographical education in Europe. In
order to avoid unnecessary duplication
and division of effort, the Commission
worked with IGU President Vladimir
Kolossov to arrange a meeting in Rome
in 2013 which resulted in the Rome
Declaration
on
Geographical
Education (September2013). The
Commission will facilitate a follow up
meeting to develop a Road Map for
Geography Education in Europe
meeting in February 2014 in Utrecht,
the Netherlands, where the Commission
will continue discussions with EUGEO
and EUROGEO.

-

WIKIGEO is an initiative of the
Commission
on
Geographical
Education (CGE) of the International
Geographical Union (IGU) organised
by Henk Trimp and Joop van der Schee
(VU University, Amsterdam, The
Netherlands).
Geographers
in
education from across the world are
invited to share information on the
geography education of 5-18 year olds
in their country through an on-line
questionnaire.

Session 4:
IGU, EUGEO and
EUROGEO, a challenging network of
Geographers in Education
The Rome Declaration on Geographical
Education in Europe agreed at the IV
EUGEO Congress 2013, states that “the
teaching of Geography in schools is
fundamental for the future of Europe.”
Papers in this session are invited to explore
how the three organizations: IGU, EUGEO
and EUROGEO, may work together to
create a network of geographers in education
to realize this goal.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaborations with other IGU
Commissions and Task Forces
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-

Co-Chair of the CGE, Joop vd Schee
attended the Congress of the ICA in
Dresden on August 23, 2013 and
presented a keynote address.

3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC
(International
Social
Science
Council) and with ICSU (the
International Council for Science)
programs
The
Commission
on
Geographical
Education endorses and promotes the goals
of the Cultures and Civilizations for
Human Development (CCHD) initiative
which are 1) to adopt approaches and
undertake actions for valuing cultural
identities and encouraging inter-cultural and
inter-civilizational cooperation, with a view
toward pursuing the Millennium goals
concerned with social concerns, and helping
the operation of UNESCO conventions
pertaining to intangible cultural heritage,
cultural identities and manifestations of
cultural diversity; and 2) to propose to the
United Nations the proclamation of an
international year on inter-cultural and intercivilizational collaboration for human
development.

4. Publications
The Commission published newsletters by
email and lodged them on the Commission
website.
The Commission continues to publish
International Research in Geographical
and Environmental Education (IRGEE)
through Taylor and Francis. ISSN: 10382046
IRGEE is published four times a year and
serves four major purposes:
1. to promote an expanded international
interest in research in geographical and
environmental education;
2. to provide a forum for the critique of
research studies and the discussion of
relevant research issues in geographical
and environmental education;
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3.

4.

to
encourage
the
international
dissemination
of
research
in
geographical
and
environmental
education; and
to demonstrate the relevance of research
studies to good professional practice in
geographical
and
environmental
education.

The edited volume of selected papers from
the 2012 Cologne meeting is in the final
stages of publication and will appear in early
2014 as:




Schmeinck, D., Lidstone, J. (Hrsg.)
(2014): Standards and Research in
Geography Education – Current Trends
and International Issues. Berlin.
Mensch und Buch. (The volume
includes 11 papers and a meta-analysis
of current issues and foci in
geographical education.)
Muniz Solari, O. Demirci, A & Schee.
J. van der (2014) Geospatial
Technologies
and
Geography
Education in a Changing World.
Dordrecht. Springer (This publication
will be facilitated by IGU Vice
President Prof. Dr. Singh)

The current web site of the Commission on
Geographical Education may be found at:
http://www.igu-cge.org/

5. Archival Contributions
All publications of the Commission,
including all newsletters, monographs, and
issues of International Research in
Geographical
and
Environmental
Education are sent to IGU Secretary
General soon after publication.

6. Summary of the success of the
Commission on Geographical
Education in addressing the
criteria for the IGU Commission
Award for Excellence, 2012-2013
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The
Commission
on
Geographical
Education is both committed to, and
successful in addressing the following
criteria in the following ways:

c.

a.

Encouraging and facilitating the
involvement of young researchers,
female researchers and researchers
from low income countries in
Commission activities

-

In the current term the Commission has
worked hard to seek out and encourage
young researchers in geographical
education by inviting them to
membership of the Commission,
instituting a network of Regional
Contacts to identify and encourage
young researchers and practitioners in
their
regions,
inviting
young
researchers (especially young women)
to participate as important members in
the various Commission projects and to
contribute to Commission publications.
The list of members above mentions
specifically the success of the
Commission in facilitating the
involvement of young researchers from
a number of low income countries.

The Commission celebrated the 21st year of
continuous publication of its signature
double blind peer reviewed journal:
International Research in Geographical
and Environmental Education (Taylor and
Francis) in 2012. The website of the
Commission lists the Newsletters that are an
on-going feature of the Commission while
the tradition of publishing books and
monographs is also maintained in the current
period as noted above.

-

b.

We draw attention to our ongoing and
consistent efforts to ensure gender
equity within the Commission, with
five members of the current Steering
Group including the Secretary being
female.
Organising or co-organising scientific
meetings or workshops of high
academic quality

The Symposia of the Commission have long
been regarded as the most significant
international fora for the academic
discussion and analysis of geographical
education. The 2012 Symposium in Freiburg
was a good example of this tradition, and the
Commission is already preparing for future
such Symposia in London in 2015,
Singapore in 2016 and Lisbon in 2017.
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d.

Publishing
peer-reviewed
publications in the form of
books/monographs/peer
reviewed
articles

Raising funds (independent of IGU)
to facilitate activities

The Commission receives some royalties
from previously published books and
monographs. However, many Commission
projects are funded by individual members
from their own initiatives in their own
countries.
e.

Participating consistently in major
IGU events (Regional Conferences
and
Congresses)
through
organisation
of
special
sessions/panels/workshops etc.

The Commission always participates in
major IGU events as noted in this annual
report as well as arranging its own Symposia
such as the Freiburg symposium described
above. Not only is the Commission on
geographical
education
the
largest
Commission in terms of its overall
membership list, but our sessions at major
Congresses and Conferences attract large
numbers of papers and attendees and our
Commission Symposia are always well
attended by both presenters and attendees.
Many of those who attend the major
congress and conference sessions go on to
attend symposia and contribute to IRGEE as
authors and reviewers.
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f.

Collaborating with other IGU
Commissions or other scientific
bodies

1.
2.

The Commission founded and continues to
support the IGU.CGE Olympiad which
continues to grow in size and significance
annually. The Commission has a long
tradition of collaborating with ICSU (see
previous activities, conferences and
publications during the IDNDR), and is
currently networking with other areas of the
IGU as noted above.

3.

g.

5.

Nominating Commission members
for positions of authority on major
international science organisations
(e.g. ISSC, ICSU and associated
committees)

Perhaps due to its focus on Geographical
Education and the relatively low status of
geography in many of the Educational
jurisdictions of the world, the Commission
has not hitherto focussed on nominating
commission
members
for
major
international
scientific
organisations.
However, as noted in this Annual report
(above) the Commission is committed to
enhancing the status of geography at school
level and will actively pursue possibilities
for such nominations eg. through UNESCO
h.

Developing
other
initiatives
appropriate to the themes of the
Commission

The Steering Group of the Commission
focusses on both responding to the concerns
and needs of the international Geographical
Education community and offering
leadership to that community in emerging
educational priorities. The papers and
discussions at the three 2012-13 meetings
described above, as well as those of prior
years, reveal five fundamental areas of
concern to the international geographical
education community:

130

4.

The promotion of geography as an
essential part of the curriculum of every
student;
The influence of more prescriptive
curriculum, examination and teacher
standards as countries engage in policy
borrowing
across
international
jurisdictions;
Curriculum
and
pedagogical
development to meet the changing
needs of societies and the spread of new
media;
Psychological aspects of developing
spatial thinking; and
Education
for
Sustainable
Development.

In response to these priorities identified by
the international community, the current
Steering group is offering leadership
through the following 7 projects which will
run across the period 2012 – 2016. The
Commission has established 7 specific
initiatives for the period 2012-2016:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

Creating a Geography Education
Doctoral and PhD collection to enhance
our knowledge about geographical and
environmental education.
The preparation of a digital list of
significant papers, books or chapters on
geographical education to help those
who want to read about research and
development in geography education.
The drafting of an edited book on
geography education practice and
research. on “Rethinking Geography
Education: International Perspectives
on Scholarly Practices” for a series
published by Springer.
The preparation of a review publication
on geospatial practices and lessons
learned. The plan is to publish this book
within a year.
The setting up of geographical
education
‘Virtual
geography
communities of practice’.
Support and connect early career
researchers in geography education
internationally.
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7.

Support the International Geographical
Union Commission on Geographical
Education Olympiad
The Annual Report (please see above)
provides details of these extensive and

significant initiatives of the current
Commission in pursuit of enhancing both
the status of geographical education
internationally and the Agendas of the
current executive committee of the IGU.

131
- 132 -

C12.12 Geographic Information Science
1. Membership
The Geographic information Science
Commission (GC) currently has 15
members. We have increased in number
modestly since the past report. Several of
our members are reaching the ends of their
allowed terms and we have begun the
process of finding new members and
evaluating an even larger increase in the
numbers. The following list provides the
members’ names, institutional affiliations
and countries:
Brian Lees
The University of New South Wales at the
Australian Defence Force Academy
Australia
Zhou Chengu
Chinese Academy of Science
China
Itzhak Benson
Tel-Aviv University
Israel
Jean-Paul Bord
University of Montpellier
France
Francis Harvey
University of Minnesota
USA
Thangavelu Kumaran
University of Madras
India
Stan Geertman
University of Utrecht
The Netherlands
Juri Roosaare
University of Talinn
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Estonia
Mauro Salvemini
University of Rome
Italy
Nadine Schuurman
Simon Fraser University
Canada
Abdul Rashid Bin Mohamed Shariff
Universiti Putra Malaysia
Malaysia
Professor Sivertun
MVi/MTA Swedish
College
Sweden

National

Defence

Ilya Ryiskiy
Moscow State University
Russia
Vit Vozenilek
Palacky University
Czech Republic

2. Meetings
The GC organized Spatial Data Handling
(SDH) in 2012, held in Bonn. Germany in
advance of the IGC Cologne. The
conference was supported by Prof. Dr.
Sabine Timpf University of Augsburg.
Participants discussed a range of topics in 14
full papers and 10 short papers. Prof. Matt
Duckham, University of Melbourne,
provided a provocative keynote presentation
entitled “When Computing Happens
Somewhere”. Although participation in the
SDH conference, held every two years,
remains on constant level, we would like to
see it grow more, to around 100 participants.
We also co-organized a GeoComputation
meeting held August 2012 in Leeds,
England.
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With the International Society for
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensors
(ISPRS) and IGU commission Modeling
Geographical Systems (12.31) we are
organizing a joint conference in Toronto,
Canada from 6 to 8 October 2014.

Collaboration with ISPRS commenced in
2013.

4. Publications

The commission is also beginning planning
of the 2016 SDH conference in Beijing
China.

The proceedings from the 2012 SDH
conferences were published by Springer
Verlag in the Geographical Information
Series. It contains 14 papers that were
selectively reviewed in a double-blind
process by at least two reviewers.

3. Networking

5. Archival Contributions

With the Spatial Analysis commission and
Applied Geography commissions we have
collaborated on the organization of sessions
at IGU regional conferences and also
worked to maintain and deepen exchanges
between our commissions’ members.

During the period in question, no archival
contributions have been made. Email
correspondence from the period can be made
available to the IGU. Please advise on
formats.
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C12.13 Geography of Governance
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Ján Buček
Department of Human Geography and
Demography
Comenius University
Bratislava, SLOVAKIA
Email: bucek@fns.uniba.sk
Eiki Berg
University of Tartu
Faculty of Social Sciences
Tartu, ESTONIA
Email: eiki.berg@ut.ee
Christine Bichsel
Department of Geography
University of Berne
Bern, SWITZERLAND
Email: cbichsel@yahoo.com
Futamura Taro
International Institute of American Studies
Doshisha University
Kyoto, JAPAN
Email: tfutamur@mail.doshisha.ac.jp
Tomasz Kaczmarek
Institute of Socio-Economic Geography
and Spatial Management
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Adam Mickiewicz University
Poznan, POLAND
Email: tomkac@amu.edu.pl
Shannon O'Lear
Department of Geography
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, KS, USA
Email: olear@ku.edu
Pushkar K. Pradhan
Central Department of Geography
Tribhuvan University
Kathmandu, NEPAL
E-mail: pushkar.pr@gmail.com
Andrew Ryder
Department of Geography
University of Portsmouth
Hants, GREAT BRITAIN
E-mail: andrew.ryder@port.ac.uk
Carlos Nunes Silva
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning
Universidade de Lisboa
Lisbon, PORTUGAL
E-mail: cnsilva@fl.ul.pt
Xiaohong Zhang
Institute of Chinese Historical Geography
Fudan University
Shanghai, CHINA
E-mail: zhangxiaohong@fudan.edu.cn
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1.2. Corresponding Members
As an “old” Commission, there is permanent, although minor change in composition of
corresponding members. Within the last years, we increased number of corresponding members
especially in Europe, Asia and Latin America.
Number of commission members by country as of December 2013
Argentina

5

Czech Rep

16

Latvia

Slovakia

11

Australia

7

Denmark

7

Lesotho

Austria

10

Estonia

2

Lithuania

1

Slovenia

1

1

South Africa

5

Bangladesh

1

Finland

10

Mexico

3

Spain

5

Belarus

1

France

9

Nepal

4

Sweden

13

Belgium

8

Germany

29

Netherlands

16

Switzerland

30

Brazil

13

Hungary

13

New Zealand

6

Taiwan

1

Bulgaria

1

India

8

Nigeria

4

Tunisia

1

Canada

16

Ireland

4

Norway

4

Turkey

1

Chile

1

Israel

8

Pakistan

1

Ukraine

2

China

5

Italy

13

Poland

26

UK

35

Colombia

1

Jamaica

1

Portugal

5

USA

49

Croatia

1

Japan

12

Romania

2

Cuba

7

Korea

8

Russia

8

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings organized 2012-2013
"New Challenges for Local Governance"
April 12-13, 2012; Lisbon, Portugal
Local organizer: Professor Carlos Nunes
Silva
Very well attended conference (after review
process there were more than 50
participants) addressed five main issues: the
economic crisis and local government
finance; local and regional government
reforms; local public services provision;
urban policies and sustainable development;
and citizen e-participation. The most
reflected and evaluated were various anticrisis measures adopted by sub-state
governments. More cases documented
reverse processes to long-term prevailing
decentralization. Similar specific features
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1

Total

453

were revealed in public services delivery.
There emerged cases when previously
privatized or privately delivered services
returned back under more direct supervision
or provision by governments. More specific
cases of public administration reforms were
discussed, including powers redistribution,
with special attention to meso-level of
government.
Presented
papers
also
confirmed rising and more diversified
application of e-participation in governance
and planning.
32nd
International
Geographical
Congress Cologne
C08.13
Geography
of
Governance
Commission sessions, 26 – 30 August 2012
Almost 30 contributions offered very good
overview of existing diversity in topics
concerning our Commission profile. Set of
presentations dealt with theoretical and
methodological issues, current research
135

directions, with various supporting and
partly overlapping conceptual frameworks.
Positive feature had been more papers
focusing on environmental governance.
More traditional, but still important
contributions analysed innovations in public
sector. Besides current processes in public
administration reforms, there were more
extensively debated wider scale public
sector and institutional reorganizations that
had emerged in more countries. Set of
papers addressed numerous experiences
(good, as well as conflicting cases) with
development oriented governance structures
in regions, cities and rural communities.
Presented papers covered issues in welldeveloped states as well as in developing
and quickly growing states. Important were
papers addressing governance in various
specific e.g. marginalised conditions and
more
specific
communities
(e.g.
immigrants).
“Finance in Transition / Financialization
& Governance: Lessons for the Future”
15-17 May 2013, Bratislava, Slovakia
Main organizers: J. Buček, M. Sokol, A.
Rochovská - Comenius University, Faculty
of Natural Sciences, Department of Human
Geography and Demography
Contributions delivered during this seminar
covered various spatial scales in relation to
current financialization of various spheres
social life. Among frequently mentioned and
analysed issues were consequences of the
financial crisis. Set of papers addressed
financial sector and financial services and
their development, including spatial
differentiation in serving business and
citizens. Another group of papers discussed
financial flows of various kinds, their
instability, impact on investments. Financial
issues substantially influenced situation of
regional and local governments. In more
cases relations between local-government,
financial institutions, investment finance
and links to other actors were analysed. The
seminar finished with inspiring round table
discussion with numerous ideas and
comments concerning future research of

various financial linkages across public and
private sector; local, regional and central
state; as well as links to global financial
situation and financial networks operating
through the world.
IGU Regional Conference 2013
C12.13
Geography
of
Governance
Commission sessions, 4-9 August 2013
Kyoto, Japan
Already during preparation of our sessions’
framework, we were strongly influenced by
general framework of the regional
conference. We were focusing on search for
suitable intersections of “old and new” in
government and governance. Discussed
were
interesting governance
issues
concerning planning and development
programming related to various social and
economic activities. As an important issue
we can consider governance in large cities,
ports, or cities facing large development
initiatives. More authors discussed issues
related to traditional governments, old
territorial structures as well as new
innovations and induced adaptations. In
global scale, we could observe rising
attention paid to participatory structures in
governance at the local and neighbourhood
levels. We could observe more similarities,
but as well some differences in application
of such approaches in governance in various
parts of the world.
2.2. Future Meetings
There are two main Commission events
organised in Poland in 2014 – in Poznan and
Krakow.
IGU Commission on Geography of
Governance 2014 Annual Conference
„New challenges in local, metropolitan
and regional governance“
14-16 August 2013, Poznan (Poland)
Hosted by: Institute of Socio-Economic
Geography and Spatial Management, Adam
Mickiewicz University, Poznań (Poland)

136
- 137 -

2014 IGU Regional Conference “Changes,
challenges, responsibility”
Commission session - “Geography,
governance and citizens’ participation”
18–22 August 2014
Organised by: Polish Geographical Society,
in co-operation with Polish universities
Conference Venue: Jagiellonian University,
Krakow (Poland).
As usual, we plan to held sessions within
main IGU events in 2015 (Moscow, Russia)
and 2016 (Beijing, China), combined with
more specialised meetings in other
countries. They will be specified during
2014.

3. Networking
Networking activities during 2012-2013
focused on sustaining longer term developed
links to other scientific disciplines and their
bodies. It includes especially International
Political Science Association and its
members focusing on local government
issues. They regularly participate on our
events.
As a new experience, we organised 2013
meeting in Bratislava in co-operation with
Regional Studies Association, its Research
Network on Geographies of Finance (and
Post-Socialist Transformations). This group
of scholars, sometimes quite narrow, now
expanded into over 100 members dealing
with geography and financialization all over
the world.
Second form of networking had been
repeated effort to strengthen Commission
activities by means of COST project
supporting co-operation and networking
thanks to EU funds. Despite positive
evaluation of our project proposal, due to
tight competition, our project had not been
successful.

4. Publications
4.1. Books
- 138 -

Within the Commission two books were
prepared within last two years. The first one
is already available in printed and electronic
versions, the second one is already complete
and submitted to publisher. They mostly
include selected valuable contribution
presented on commission events, or invited
contribution by other commission members
(completed into book chapters). These
books include chapters prepared by wellknown scholars, as well as by young
scientists, or researchers based in
developing countries.
Other papers (e.g. those outside the scope of
our books) were published with assistance of
the Commission members in journals:
International Journal of E-Planning
Research, Lex localis - Journal of Local
Self-Government,
Acta
Geographica
Universitatis Comenianae.
Book
Pradhan, P. K., Buček, J. and Razin, E. (eds.)
2013.
Geography
of
Governance:
Dynamics for Local Development.
International
Geographical
Union
Commission on Geography of Governance.
254pages, ISBN: 978-9937-2-6508-9.
Electronic full text version of the book is
available for download at the Commission
web page
Book in print
Silva, C.N., Buček, J. (eds.). Fiscal
Austerity and Innovation in Local
Governance in Europe. Ashgate, June
2014, 235 pages, hardback, ISBN: 978-14724-3243-8
4.2. Commission website
http://www.igu-gog.org/
It serves also as on-line archive of the
Commission with all newsletters, meetings,
electronic books available, as well as photo
galleries related to the commission
activities.
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C12.14 Geography of the Global Information Society
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Mark Wilson
Michigan State University
School of Planning, Design
and Construction
101 Human Ecology
East Lansing MI 48824
USA
Vox: +1 517 353 9056
Fax: +1 509 472 8102
E-Mail: wilsonmm@msu.edu
Vice-Chair: Henry Bakis
Université de Montpellier III
Laboratoire ART-Dev
(CNRS – FRE 3027, GERT)
Route de Mende
34199 Montpellier Cedex 5
FRANCE
E-mail: h.bakis@wanadoo.fr
Executive Secretary:
Replacement pending
Kenji Hashimoto
Faculty of Education and Integrated Arts
and Sciences
Waseda University
Tokyo, JAPAN
E-mail: hashimoto@waseda.jp
Woo-Kung Huh
Department of Geography
Seoul National University
Seoul 151-746
SOUTH KOREA
Phone: (2)880-6450
Fax: (2)876-9498
E-mail: wkhuh@snu.ac.kr
Tommi Inkinen
Department of Geosciences and Geography
Division of Geography

PO Box 64
University of Helsinki
00014-Finland
Email: tommi.inkinen@helsinki.fi
Aharon Kellerman
University of Haifa
President, Zefat Academic College
Safed 13206
ISRAEL
Fax +972-4-826-2134
E-mail: akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il
Andreas Koch
Department of Geography and Geology
Research Group Social Geography
University of Salzburg
Hellbrunnerstr. 34
A-5020 Salzburg
AUSTRIA
Fax: 0043 662 8044 525
John Langdale
School of Earth Sciences
Macquarie University
Sydney, NSW
AUSTRALIA
Fax: +61 2805 8428
E-mail: jlangdal@laurel.ocs.mq.edu.au
Feng Li
Department of Management Science
University of Strathclyde
40 George St
Glasgow G1 1QE
UNITED KINGDOM
Fax: +44 141 552 6686
E-mail: Feng@mansci.strath.ac.uk
Sten Lorentzon,
Department of Human and Economic
Geography
University of Göteborg
PO Box 630
40530 Göteborg
SWEDEN
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Fax: +46 31 773 1398
E-mail: hgeoslor@mark.econ.gu.se
1.2. Corresponding Members

media; space and place; business
applications of ICT; urban perspectives;
and mega event planning. The IGC
Kyoto sessions for the Commission
underscored the importance of media
and entertainment industries as part of
the economic geography of ICT, as well
as interest in health and quality of life
issues.

Currently, there are more than 200 members
on the Commission mailing list

2. Meetings
2.1. 2012-2013
Traditionally, in years when the IGU holds
meetings (generally even years 2008, 2010)
the Commission participates through special
sessions. With the move to annual IGU
meetings the Commission has been able to
develop sessions annually. Building on a
strong tradition of specialized commission
meetings every two years, however, we have
not been able to maintain an additional
meeting while an annual IGU conference is
planned. Despite the frequency of IGU
meetings, the Commission has been able to
include dedicated sessions at other
conferences to maintain interest and access
to the Commission’s core focus on
information society. Commission sessions
tend to average 20-30 participants at IGC
and AAG meetings. Past meetings include:


2012
February
–
Commission
organized three sessions as part of the
AAG annual meeting in New York



2012 August – Commission organized
6 sessions as part of the IGC in Cologne



2013 April – Commission organized
one session at AAG Los Angeles in
collaboration with the Communications
interest group of the AAG.



2013 August – Commission organized
10 sessions for the IGC in Kyoto and
two field trips related to information
society.
Sessions focused on
information society as it relates to:
tradition and culture; quality of life and
health care; knowledge and creativity;
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2013 October –Commission sponsored
session at the World Social Science
Forum. Five papers were presented on
the significance of geography in a
digital world.

2.2. Future Meetings
Meeting plans for the future include:


2014 April – AAG Tampa. Two
sessions on Mega Event Planning
proposed in collaboration with the
University of Zurich and the
Universidade Federal Fluminense.



2014-August – Proposed Commission
sessions with IGU Congress in Krakow,
Poland. The Commission proposed
three sessions on information society,
one
session
on
Mediterranean
information
society
with
the
Commission on the Mediterranean
Basin, and one session on digital culture
with the Commission on Cultural
approach in Geography. In addition,
three session on mega event planning
were proposed in collaboration with
Commissions on Cultural Approach in
Geography, Tourism, Leisure, and
Global Change, Urban Geography, and
the Mediterranean Basin

3. Networking
Collaboration occurs with scholarly groups
and with two journals. Details include:


IGU collaboration has been with a
number of Commissions including the





Commissions on Cultural Approach in
Geography, Tourism, Leisure, and
Global Change, Urban Geography, and
the Mediterranean Basin
NETCOM is the official Journal of the
IGU Commission on the Geography of
Global Information Society, and is
published under the auspices of the
Study Group MTE (CNRS) and
Université of Montpellier III, the
International Geographical Union, and
the French National Committee on
Geography. NETCOM takes an
interdisciplinary
perspective
on
networks, communications, and space.
Journal of Urban Technology, which
has commission members on its
editorial board and publishes articles,

and when possible, special issues drawn
from Commission, AAG and IGU
conference sessions.

4. Publications
Information is disseminated regularly to
Commission members via e-mail, including
updates on Commission activities, meetings
and publications of interests, and requests
for information for scholars studying
information society. The Commission also
uses its websites to inform members of
activities. The Commission website is
www.igu-informationsociety.org, and the
meeting website for special events is
www.digitalcommunities.info

141
- 141 -

C12.15 The Geography of Tourism, Leisure and Global Change
The Commission’s specific objective is to
examine the geographical nature of tourism,
leisure and global change. Tourism and
leisure are seen as deeply geographical
phenomena that do no happen in a sociospatial vacuum. They are understood as
social and cultural activities occurring in
space and time. Therefore, tourism and
leisure are placed within wider societal
contexts and human mobilities at local,
regional, national and global scales. The
current processes of globalization or global
change in tourism and leisure geographies
affecting communities and environments in
different places are not seen as one
dimensional
but
as
interactional;
globalisation and related mobilities in
tourism and leisure are also mediated by
local and regional factors creating unique
outcomes in different places.
The overall objectives of the Commission
will be pursued over the life of the
Commission through a set of research tasks
that will be defined through discussions with
members and modified as appropriate
during the Commission meetings.

1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Prof. Dieter K. Müller
Department of Geography and
Economic History
Umeå University, Sweden
E-mail: dieter.muller@geography.umu.se
Vice-Chair: Prof. Alan A. Lew
Department of Geography,
Planning & Recreation
Northern Arizona University, USA
E-mail: alan.lew@nau.edu
Assoc. Prof. Carolin Funck
Faculty of Arts and Sciences
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Hiroshima University, Japan
E-mail: funckc@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
Prof. Alison Gill
Department of Geography
Simon Frasier University, Canada
E-mail: agill@sfu.ca
Prof. Maria Gravari-Barbas
Institut de Recherche et d'Études
Supérieures du Tourisme, Paris 1 PanthéonSorbonne University, France
E-mail: maria.gravari-barbas@wanadoo.fr
Prof. Tim Coles
Business School
University of Exeter, UK
E-mail: T.E.Coles@exeter.ac.uk
Assoc. Prof. Sanette Ferreira
Department of Geography and
Environmental Studies
Stellenbosch University, South Africa
E-mail: slaf@sun.ac.za
Prof. Jie Zhang
Department of Land Resource and Tourism
Nanjing University, China
E-mail: jiezhang@nju.edu.cn
Assoc. Prof. Marek Wieckowski
Institute of Geography and Spatial
Organization
Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland
E-mail: marekw@twarda.pan.pl
Prof. Julie Wilson
Department of Geography
Universitat Rovira i Virgili, Spain
E-mail: julie.wilson@urv.cat
Assoc. Prof. Anne-Marie d'Hauteserre
Department of Geography, Tourism &
Environmental Planning
University of Waikato, New Zealand
E-mail: adhautes@waikato.ac.nz

The listserv has over 600 members. The
listserv information does not support
country based member listing as it is based
on members’ names and email addresses
only. In 2013 a manual inventory was made
allowing to identify 631 individual
addresses, of which 526 could be related to
67 countries.

1.2. Commission Members
Since 2008 the Commission member
directory has been based on the Commission
IGUST -listserv:

http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/
TourismGeography/
Number of committee members per country for 2013:
Argentina

6

Germany

23

Maldives

1

Serbia

2

Australia

33

Ghana

2

Mexico

7

Singapore

5

Austria

8

Greece

3

Montenegro

1

Slovenia

2

Bangladesh

1

Hungary

3

Namibia

2

South Africa

13

Barbados

1

Iceland

4

Nepal

3

Spain

12

Belgium

3

India

21

Netherlands

5

Sweden

16

Bolivia

1

Indonesia

3

New Zealand

23

Switzerland

6

Brazil

7

Iran

2

Norway

3

Taiwan ROC

5

Canada

27

Ireland

5

1

Tanzania

3

China

17

Israel

6

1

Thailand

2

Costa Rica

1

Italy

22

Pakistan
Papua New
Guinea
Peru

2

Turkey

6

Croatia

2

Japan

10

Philippines

1

Uganda

1

Czechia

2

1

Poland

3

2

5

Portugal

15

Ecuador

1

Laos

1

Puerto Rico

1

Finland

9

Latvia

1

Romania

7

Ukraine
United Arab
Em.
United
Kingdom
United States

2

Denmark

Jordan
Korea
(South)

France

17

Malaysia

3

Saudi Arabia

2

Unknown

106

Total

1
50
69
631

2. Meetings
2.1. Commission Meetings

2012:

During 2012 and 2013 the Commission has
organized, sponsored or co-sponsored 7
meetings. Details of major meetings are
outlined below.



1 Sessions at the Annual Meeting of the
American Association of Geographers,
24-28 February, New York, NY, USA
(ca 40 participants)
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Sustainable Tourism in Urban
Environments, 20-22 April 2012, Hong
Kong
Tourism Commission Pre-Congress
Meeting,
22-25
August
2012,
Trier/Mosel,
Germany
(ca
40
participants)
International Geographical Union
Congress, 12 Tourism Commission
Sessions, 26-30 August 2012, Köln,
Germany (ca 80 particpants)

2013:










1 Sessions at the Annual Meeting of the
American Association of Geographers,
9-13 April 2013, Los Angeles, USA (ca
40 participants)
Coastal, Island and Tropical Tourism,
16-18 April 2013, Kota Kinabalu,
Sabah, Malaysia (ca 200 participants)
Sustainable Tourism in Urban
Environments, 20-22 April 2013, Hong
Kong (ca 50 participants)
2 sessions on Tourism for Peripheries?
at the 5th Nordic Geographers Meeting,
11–14 June 2013, Reykjavík, Iceland
IGU Tourism Commission PreConference Tourism between Tradition
and Modernity, 28 July-3 Aug 2013,
Beppu, Japan (35 participants)
13 sessions at the IGU Regional
Conference, 4-9 August 2013, Kyoto,
Japan (ca 80 participants)
Peripheral Landscapes and Frontiers
in Tourism Research, 20-22 September
2013, Kanas N.P., Xinjiang, China (ca
100 participants)

2.2. A brief summary of the questions
addressed at each meeting
The objectives of the commission have not
changed since the establishment of the new
commission in 2012. In accordance a set of
research 'tasks' that were been defined
through discussion with Commission
members and modified as appropriate
during the Commission meetings are the
following:
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Task 1 Interpreting the meaning of
'sustainability' within the context of tourism,
leisure and global change;
Task 2 The operation and regulation of
tourism and leisure in a 'borderless world'
Task 3 The relationship of tourism and
leisure to issues of time-space convergence;
Task 4 Tourism and leisure in the
interaction between natural, rural and urban
systems;
Task 5 The inter-relationship of tourism
and leisure with place, identity and
citizenship within the context of global
change;
Task 6 The dynamics and capacities of
communities and institutions in order to
effectively contribute and respond to global
change; and
to
relevant
Task 7 Contributing
international
research
programmes
associated with the aims and objectives of
the Commission
Task 8 Examination
of
tourism's
relationships to global environmental
change
Task 9 In relation to task 8 specific
examination of tourism's relationships with
global climate change.
These tasks are discussed and examined
during the whole Commission time span.
The table below outlines the comparative
international studies that have been
undertaken through the various meeting
activities outlined above in relation to the
goals and objectives of the Commission.
The table indicates the extent to which the
Commission has embraced particular tasks
(T1–T9) through its various meetings as
well as ensuring that specific research
outputs such as proceedings and other
publications have been tied to the
Commission's objectives and goals.
The main general outcomes from the
meetings in 2013 are not least related to the
heritage – development nexus. It has been
shown that geographical context affects the
outcomes of attempts to develop tourism.
Here not least the increasingly global

characteristics of tourism imply challenges
to local stakeholders involved in destination
development and management. This
requires
mutual
global
cultural
understanding and sensitivity not least since
many places show multiple layers of
meaning to different stakeholders. The
outcomes of the conferences also underline
the continuing need to improve the
understanding of impacts (benefits and
costs) of tourism in a local-global nexus.
Moreover, an improved understanding of the
institutional preconditions in different
places is necessary in order to achieve a
sound comparison of development. Here a
greater integration with other fields of
geography certainly promises new avenues
for research. This is also necessary in order
to contribute to sustainable development
where touristic mobility increasingly seems
to become an important challenge and
opportunity.
During the commission activities the high
number of young presenters was a positive
injection. This will be followed up at the
IGU Regional Conference in Krakow, where
a panel session on publishing tourism
geographies will be held particularly
targeting young scholars.
2.3. Future Meetings
The Commission plans to organize, sponsor
or co-sponsor the flowing meetings during
2013:





Recreation, Tourism & Sport Specialty
Group Sessions, AAG Annual Meeting,
8-12 April 2014, Tampa, Florida, USA
3rd Sustainable Tourism in Urban
Environments Conference, 23-25 April
2014, Hong Kong
New Perspectives on Second Homes, 911 June 2014, Stockholm, Sweden
7th Tourism Outlook and 3rd Tropical
Coastal
and
Island
Tourism
Conferences - Nature, Culture and
Networking for Sustainable Tourism, 69 August (tentative) 2014, Sri Lanka

IGU Tourism Commission PreConference, Tourism and Transition in
a Time of Change, 13-17 August 2014,
Kraków / Pieniny Mts, Poland
 12 sessions at the IGU Regional
Conference, Changes, Challenges,
Responsibility, 18-22 August 2014,
Krakow, Poland
Sessions to be proposed for the IGU Krakow
1. Tourism, sustainability and global
change
2. Tourism and regional development
3. Urban tourism geographies
4. Geographies of heritage and
cultural tourism
5. Changing Dynamics of Tourism in
Central Europe
6. Tourism in mountain areas
7. Panel Session: Publishing tourism
geographies
Joint sessions
8. Tourism and borders (Commission
Political Geography)
9. Tourism, dark heritage and war
(Commission Political Geography)
10. Gender and tourism (Commission
Gender and Geography)
11. Tourism and marginality – local
initiatives shaped by global trends
(Commission
Marginalization,
Globalization, and Regional and
Local Responses)
12. Mega-events (Commission on
Global Information Society)


Moreover, the Commission aims at
organizing sessions and pre-meetings at the
upcoming IGU regional conferences and
congresses.

3. Networking
The Commission has organized several
international conferences jointly with other
academic organizations such as the AAG,
Recreation, Tourism and Sport Specialty
Group, the Nordic Geographers Meeting,
the Association of Japanese Geographers
Study Group on Tourism and Leisure and
the Japanese Society for Geographical
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Sciences Tourism Working Group as well as
other local organizers.
During the IGU Regional Conference 2014
sessions are co-organized together with the
Commissions Gender and Geography,
Political Geography and Marginalization,
Globalization, and Regional and Local
Responses.

4. Publications

During 2013 the Commission published 2
newsletters. In addition to the various
meetings the Commission has also
contributed to the research programmes or
projects related to second home tourism,
tourism and climate change and tourism and
local/regional development. There are also
several journal theme issues based on the
Commission meetings and activities. The
directly commission related publications
include:
Kagermeier, A. (Ed.) (2012). Transforming
and Managing Destinations: Tourism and
Leisure in a Time of Global Change and
Risks.
Studien
zur
Freizeitund
Tourismusforschung 7. Mannheim : Verl.
MetaGIS-Systems. ISBN 978-3-936438-413.
Visser, G. & S. Ferreira (Eds) (2013)
Tourism and Crisis. London: Routledge.
Publications in process:
Funck, C. & D.K. Müller (Guest Eds)
(2014). Current issues in tourism in Japan
and China. Asia Pacific World (special
issue).
2 issues of Tourism, Leisure and Global
Change (see below)
The journal Tourism Geographies was
developed based on the IGU commission
collaboration and the commission has a
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representative position in the editorial board.
The members of the commission are also
involved with several journals and book
series, including the mentioned Tourism
Geographies (EIC Prof. A. Lew), Current
Issues in Tourism (EIC Prof. C. M. Hall),
Journal of Ecotourism (AE, Prof. J.
Saarinen) and Heritage Tourism (EIC, Prof.
D Timothy), for example, which provides
good possibilities for the theme issues and
collaboration also in future.
In cooperation with Prof Dr Lawal Marafa,
The Chinese University of Hongkong,
Department of Geography and Resource
Management, the Commission plans to
launch a new online publication series with
the preliminary title Tourism, Leisure and
Global Change in 2014. The goals of the
publication is to serve as a Proceedings
publication and to publish papers and
abstracts for all IGU Tourism Commission
sponsored meetings, including both IGU
regional meetings and other meetings that
list the IGU Tourism Commission as a cosponsor.
The
Commission
website
URL:
http://www.igutourism.com
The
Commission
listserv
URL:
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/
TourismGeography/
Both website and listserv are managed by
Professor
Alan
Lew
(email.
alan.lew@nau.edu).

5. Archival Contributions
The Commission’s newsletters and the
program for the IGU Pre conference meeting
in Japan have been forwarded to the IGUarchives.

C12.16 Geoparks
Since 2000, geographers and geologists
have met on several occasions to discuss the
pertinence
of
an
interdisciplinary
perspective on Geoparks, linking geoconservation with endogenous local
development. The latter has been one of the
topics seriously undertaken by geographers
during the last decades. The geographical
perspective
on
Geoparks
includes
integrating landscape as its main concept;
requires a holistic approach and transdisciplinary
research
to
promote
multicultural participatory bridges, and links
local knowledge and practice into the
research-development agenda. It encourages
solid scientific inter-union linkages and
focuses on establishing Geoparks in the
world. It also promotes the research
relations in the world and the exchanges in
developing countries and developed
countries.
At the year of 2004, the IGU Executive
Committee decided to launch the Geoparks
task force on 30th IGC, an initiative that
could bring a geographical perspective to a
developed UNESCO program for the
management and protection of the natural
and cultural heritage. In 2008, the IGU
Executive Committee decided to change the
Geopark Task Force into Commission on
Geoparks on 31st IGC.

1. Membership
The Steering Committee of Commission on
Geoparks (2012-2016) is different with the
committee of IGU-COG(2008-2012), and
now it insists of 13 members from 10
countries, 2012 -2016 and they are as
follow:
Dr. Wei, Dongying
China
Weidy@bnu.edu.cn

José Luis Palacio Prieto
Mexico
palacio@servidor.unam.mx
Prof. Lloyd Richardson (Treasurer)
USA
drloyd@sbcglobal.net
Dr.Thandi Nzama
South Africa
atnzama@pan.uzulu.ac.za
Prof. Dr. James Wilson
USA
wilsonjh@msx.umsl.edu
Prof. Wolfgang Eder
Germany
w.eder-geo@hotmail.de
Prof. Nickolas Zouros
Greece
nzour@aegean.gr
Prof. Wang Min (Secretary)
China
wangmin@bnu.edu.cn
Prof. Carole Murphy
USA
carole@umsl.edu
Prof. Peter Bobrowsky
Canada
pbobrows@nrcan.gc.ca
Dr.Aleš Smrekar
Slovenia
ales.smrekar@zrc-sazu.si
Dr. Subhash Anand
India
sanandpv@yahoo.co.in
Daichi Kohmoto
Japan
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daichizu@gmail.com

Sustainable Development was held
successfully in Beijing from 22nd to
23rd June 2013 and the theme is
interpretation
and
sustainable
development. The forum was coorganized by Commission on Geoparks
of International Geographical Union
(IGU-COG）,
the
Geographical
Society of China, School of Geography,
Beijing Normal University and
Fangshan World Geopark. The two day
forum focused on promoting the
interpretation
and
sustainable
development in the management of
Geoparks. 50 participants from 3
countries attended the forum. Dr.Wei,
Dongying, the chair of Commission on
Geoparks, International Geographical
Union hosted the opening ceremony.

2. Meetings
The Commission has had active work and
organized some meetings and conferences;
the report summarizes the international
meetings held from 2012 to 2013.
2.1. The workshop on Geoparks was held
in Rome, Italy on January 31st, 2012 and
the schedule is as following.
2.2. Meeting on Universities, Colleges And
Research Institutions as conservation
catalyst was held in Boulder, CO,USA
April 11 and 12, 2012. It was organized
by Lincoln Institute of Land Policy and
Dr.Wei,Dongying was invited to give a
presentation to introduce the Geopark
conservation and its development in
China.
2.3. Geopark Session on the 32nd
International Geographical Congress
(IGC) in Cologne in August 2012.4
speakers gave 5 presentations and they
were as following:
-

-

Wei, Dongying: Commission on
Geoparks and The development of
Geoparks
Alessio Valente: The geodiversity in the
Cilento and Vallo di Diano Geopark
(Italy) as support in the enhancement of
sustainable development
Tahereh Sabouri: geotourism industry
& geoparks in Iran (Case Study: Qeshm
geopark in environmental landscape)
Semkina Olga: The structure of the
cluster landscape "Podzaploty" of the
State natural reserve "Khakass"
Tahereh Sabouri: The role of
geomorphology studies in site selection
for
geoparks
and
sustainable
geotourism-Proposed geopark: Dorfak
and Deylaman (Gilan Province)

2.4. The 3rd International Forum on
Geoparks:
Interpretation
and
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-
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The themes of the forum is
to promote the research about
interpretation
and
sustainable
development in Geoparks
to share information and experiences on
interpretation systems and sustainable
development of Geoparks
to identify major challenges about
interpretation
and
sustainable
development that Geoparks are facing
and ways to overcome such challenges
to facilitate communication and
networking among geographers and
educators about Geoparks
to raise public awareness on
interpretation
and
sustainable
development in Geoparks
Participants discussed themes such as
“Interpretive Planning in National
Parks in the USA”, “Comparison
between Grand Canyon National Park
and Yuntaishan World Geopark”,
Interpretation Planning and its Role in
Sustainable Tourism and Visitor
Management at Geoheritage Sites”,
“How to develop a master plan for
GeoParks/National
Parks”,
“Developing
interpretation
and
education systems for Shouyun Mining
Park”, “Enlightenment from the

application for membership of Global
Geoparks Network for Yanqing
National
Geopark,
“Towards
Sustainable Development: Fangshan
World Geopark”, “Visitor Center and
Living Museum – How to connect
nature
and
history
through
interpretation?”, “Ecotourism in China:
policies and development”.
On June 23rd, 2013 participants visited
Fangshan World Geopark. They
appreciated the beautiful landscape and
its good administration. And also they
put forward some comments and
suggestions about the interpretation
system of Fangshan World Geopark and
the managers of Fangshan Geoparks
said it was quite a good suggestions and
it will be used in the future management
and would benefit the sustainable
development of Fangshan World
Geopark.
2.5. Geopark Session at the 2013 Kyoto
Regional Conference
Geopark Session was quite popular on the
conference and in total 8 speakers gave the
presentations and the participants had more
than 30 and the discussion was quite hot,
too.
2.6. Plenary Meeting of Geopark
Commission, St. Louis, August 2013
On August 25, 2013, the Commission held
the executive members' meeting and
discussed the work plan and upcoming
conferences.
Topics: Journal and future conferences of
IGU
Commission
on
Geoparks
Participants： Wei，Dongying， James
Wilson， Lloyd Richardson, Carole
Murphy
1.

International Journal of Geoheritage:
The first issue has been published in
June, 2013 and identified its mission

and scope and next step it needs to be
better known by the scholars in the field
of geoheritage and try to attract quality
articles. The publishing house in St.
Louis was recommend to help to
disseminate the journal.
2.

The conferences that will be held in
Krawkov, Moscow and Beijng were
discussed.

3.

The new EC members, Dr. Ales
Smrekar from Slovenia, Dr.Subhash
Anand from India and Daichi Kohmoto
from Japan were introduced and current
EC members agreed the new members
join the commission.

3. Networking
IGU-COG cooperated with Commission on
Geography Education and Land Use and
Coverage Commission in the past four
years. IGU-CoG invited the members of
Commission on Geography Education to
attend the geopark meetings and
conferences and discussed how to integrated
Geography education in Geoparks. IGUCOG also has cooperated with LUCC on
Environmental Map contest since 2004.
IGU-COG encourages the middle school
and high school students in China to
participate in the environmental map contest
organized by LUCC and gave some teachers
training on it.
IGU-COG cooperated with UNESCO,
IUCN etc. international organizations about
geopark programs and also with some
national government, like China Ministry of
Land and Resources and Ministry of
Housing and Rural and Urban Development,
China Ministry of Environment Protection
etc. to promote the education and protection
of the geoparks. IGU-COG also cooperated
with many local governments to promote the
development of geoparks, like Xiuwu
County in Henan Province, Shangrao City in
Jiangxi Province, Taining County in Fujian
province etc.
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Prof.Giuliano and Prof.Lex Chalmers
suggested that International Geography
Olypiad in 2016 can be held in Geoparks in
China and IGU-COG and IGU Olympiad
task force can cooperate with it.
Dr.Wei,Dongying and other EC members
like the idea and invited Prof.Lex Chalmers
to attend the China National Geography
Olympiad that was held in November 9th to
10th,2013 in Keqiao, China. Prof.Lex
Chalmers went as observer and later he
visited Fangshan World Geopark in Beijing
with Dr.Wei,Dongying on November
14th,2013 and discussed the details with
local managers about accommodation and
the route etc.

4. Publications
IGU-COG’s
book,
Interpretation
Evaluation for Geoparks: Theory into
Practice was published by Society of Italian
Geography as the volume X of the Home of
Geography Series in January,2012.
Interpretation Evaluation for Geoparks:
Theory into Practice illustrates the logic
model of environmental interpretation and
the evaluation indicator framework of
environmental interpretation for a Geopark
is built. In order to identify who to evaluate,
the tripartite evaluation model of
environmental interpretation is developed.
The study takes Yuntaishan World Geopark
as a case to evaluate the status quo of
environmental interpretation from three
aspects: self-evaluation, visitor evaluation
and peer and expert evaluation, and make
recommendation for improving the quality
of the service. This book provide the guide
for the Geoparks to evaluation its
interpretation quality.
IGU-COG’s website is www.igu-cog.org.
INTERNATIONAL
GEOHERITAGE

JOURNAL

OF

The first issue of International Journal of
Geoheritage was published in June 2013 and
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the second issue will be published in
February 2013.
The International Journal of Geoheritage is
a, referred, multidisciplinary, international
journal concerned with the management,
policies, education, tourism, interpretation,
economics, protection and sustainable
development of global geoheritage. Here,
geoheritage includes geoparks, national
parks, protected areas, World Heritage sites,
and other globally significant sites
recognized for their geologic and
geographical value. Covering methods and
practice of geoheritage studies, the journal
explores the ways of conservation and
sustainable development of geoheritage.
The journal seeks to promote divergent and
pluralistic visions, ideas and opinions about
geoheritage.
Editor in Chief
Wei, Dongying
School of Geography, Beijing Normal
University, Beijing, China, 100875
Tel:
+86-10-58807455-1385
Fax:
+86-10-58806955
E-mail: weidy@bnu.edu.cn
Associate Editors
Lloyd Richardson,
University of Missouri-St. Louis,
St. Louis, USA
Wang, Min
Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China
International Editorial Board:
James H. Wilson
University of Missouri-St. Louis, USA
José Luis Palacio
National Autonomous
Mexico, Mexico

University

James N. Levitt
Harvard Forest, Harvard University, USA
Nickolas Zouros
University of the Aegean, Greece

of

Ted Cable
University of Missouri- Kansas, USA

try to make the journal cross-disciplinary
and transnational in scope.

Carole Murphy
University of Missouri-St. Louis, St. Louis,
USA

We are inviting original papers in
management, planning, policies, education,
tourism,
interpretation,
economics,
protection and sustainable development of
global
geoheritage,
both
conceptual/theoretical papers and case
studies.

Editorial Office
School of Geography, Beijing Normal
University, Beijing, China, 100875
Voice +86-10-58807455-1385
Fax +86-10-58806955

All articles that will be published in this
journal will be taken rigorous peer view,
based on initial editor screening and
anonymous refereeing by independent
expert referees.

269 Marillac Hall University of MissouriSt. Louis One University Boulevard
St. Louis, MO 63121
Voice +1 314-516-5095
Fax +1 314-275-7657
igu.cog@gmail.com

Preparing
and
Manuscript

Peter Bobrowsky
Geological Survey of Canada, Canada

Aims and Scope
International Journal of Geoheritage
publishes original geoheritage-oriented
papers addressing a broad range of fields
including management, planning, policies,
education,
tourism,
interpretation,
economics, protection and sustainable
development of global geoheritage. The
papers, ideally, will be based on both
conceptual and empirical studies and will be
primarily geoheritage-focused. Our goal is
to explore the ways of the conservation and
sustainable development of geoheritage and
promote divergent and pluralistic visions,
ideas and opinions about the geoheritage.
This is a largely social-sciences-focused
journal. The methods and practice of
geoheritage, including geoparks, national
parks, protected areas, World Heritage sites,
and other globally significant sites
recognized for their geologic and
geographical values, will be included.
Natural and physical scientists writing for a
social science audience are also welcome
contributors. To the extent possible, we will

Submitting

your

Before preparing your submission, please
visit the International Journal of
Geoheritage homepage at www.igu-cog.org
for full instructions for authors.
Papers for consideration should be
submitted to the Editor. Authors are
encouraged
to
submit
manuscripts
electronically. Electronic submissions
should be sent as email attachments using a
standard program such as MSWORD. If
email submission is not possible, please
send an electronic version on disc or CDROM along with three paper copies,
together with one set of high quality figures
for reproduction, to the address below.
Editorial Office:
School of Geography, Beijing Normal
University,
No.19 Xinjiekouwai Street, Haidian
District, Beijing, China, 100875
E-mail: igu.cog@gmail.com
Please make sure that your contact details
are clearly visible on the outside of all
packages you send to the Editor Office.
Submitted manuscripts are subject to peer
view at the discretion of the Editor Office. In
order to maintain anonymity during any
refereeing process, authors are requested to
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refrain from, or keep to a minimum, selfreferencing.
There are no page charges in International
Journal of Geoheritage.

5. Archival Contributions
On the website of home of Geography, on
the News column, click the Interpretation
and Evaluation for Geoparks: volume X of
the Home of Geography Series, it will shows
the introduction of the book, Interpretation
Evaluation for Geoparks: Theory into
Practice.
International Journal of Geoheritage is
available on http://igu-cog.org/journal.html.

6. Continuation
6.1. Name of the commission: Commission
on Geoparks.
6.2. IGU-COG’s mission: To promote the
development of Geoparks from the
Geographical perspectives, and its
detailed objectives are as follow:
-

Communicate the role of Geoparks as
tools of education, recreation and nature
conservation;
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-

-

Further develop the concept of
sustainability as applied to Geoparks;
Communicate the importance of
understanding a broad range of
processes that affect the sustainable
development of Geoparks, including the
natural environment, political, and
socio-economic processes;
Communicate the results of the research
by members of the Commission to
various academic, industry and policy
arenas in order to influence policy in an
effective and appropriate manner.

6.3. WORK PLAN FOR 2014-2016
Commission (2014–2016) will focus on the
development of comparative studies on
Geoparks, tourism and corresponding social,
economic, environmental and political
change and will concentrate on the
communication and transfer of research
results in policy relevant terms to policy
makers and industry as well as continuing
the scientific publishing programme of the
Commission. The Commission therefore
seeks to continue its activities for the next
four years as outlined in relation to its
existing objectives.
All executive members are encouraged to
participate in IGC in Krawkov, Moscow and
Beijing.

C12.17 Global Change and Human Mobility
1. Membership
Chair: Prof. Josefina Domínguez Mujica
Department of Geography
University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
Pérez del Toro, 1
35003 Las Palmas
Spain
Tel +34 928 451736
Fax +34 928 451701
E-mail:
josefina.dominguezmujica@ulpgc.es
Scientific Secretary: Dr. Barbara Staniscia
Department of European, American and
Intercultural Studies
Sapienza University of Rome
P.le Aldo Moro, 5
00185 Rome
Italy
Tel +39 06 491919
Fax +39 06 490450
E-mail: barbara.staniscia@uniroma1.it
Steering committee members
GALKINA, Prof. Tamara
Institute of Geography
Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow
Russia
E-mail: ta@df.ru
ISHIKAWA, Prof. Yoshitaka
Department of Geography
Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University, Sakyo-ku
Kyoto 606-8501, Japan
Fax: 81-75-761-0692
E-mail:
d54676@sakura.kudpc.kyoto-u.ac.jp
KING, Prof. Russell (tbc)
University of Sussex, U.K.
E-mail: R.King@sussex.ac.uk

KRISJANE, Prof. Zaiga
University of Latvia
Alberta 10, LV 1215
Riga, Latvia
E-mail: zkrisjan@lanet.lv
MAHARAJ, Prof. Brij
Department of Geography
University of KwaZulu-Natal
(Pietermaritzburg)
Private Bag X01
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
E-mail: maharajb@ukzn.ac.za
MONTANARI, Prof. Armando
Department of European and Comparative
Studies
Universita di Roma "La Sapienza"
P. le Aldo Moro 5, I-00185 Roma
Tel +39 06 491919
Fax +39 06 490450
E-mail: MD3046@mclink.it
PORTNOV, Prof. Boris
Department of Natural Resources
Environmental Management
Graduate School of Management
University Haifa, Mount Carmel
Haifa, Israel 31905
E-mail: portnov@nrem.haifa.ac.il

&

POVOA-NETO, Prof. Helion
Coordinator, Interdisciplinary Group of
Migration Studies (NIEM)
Professor at the Institute for Urban and
Regional Planning, Federal University of
Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ)
Instituto de Pesquisa e Planejamento
Urbanoe Regional, Universidade Federal do
Rio de Janeiro (IPPUR-UFRJ)
Prédio da Reitoria, sala 543, Cidade
Universitária, llha do Fundão.
Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil cep 21941-590
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E-mail: helionpovoaneto@gmail.com

Free University of Brussels
Campus de la Plaine. Brussels. Belgium
E-mail: cvdmotte@ulb.ac.be

VANDERMOTTEN, Prof. Christian

The number of commission members in total and by country as of 1 December 2013:

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Canada
China
Croatia
Czech Republic
Fiji
Finland
France
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Hungary
India
Iran
Israel
Italy
Japan
Lithuania
Latvia
Malaysia
Mexico

4
2
6
3
1
4
3
4
3
1
1
2
7
2
1
6
1
1
4
8
16
1
3
1
1

Mongolia
Mozambique
Namibia
Nepal
Netherlands
Nigeria
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
South Africa
South Korea
Spain
Sudan
Switzerland
Taiwan
Thailand
Tonga
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
United kingdom
USA
Vietnam
TOTAL

2
1
1
1
3
2
2
2
4
1
6
2
10
1
1
2
1
1
2
2
1
8
3
1
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2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings organized during 2013
Location
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Date

Oral
Presentations

Participants

Bamberg, Germany

25-26 April

16

20

Kyoto, Japan

4-9 August

16

40

Rome, Italy

5-7 September

2.2. Summary of 2013 Meetings
The Bamberg Meeting, within the
framework of the IGU Globility
Commission, was jointly organized by the
Geographical Research on Migration and
Transition, Univ. of Bamberg/Germany
(prof. Daniel Göeler), University of Latvia
(prof. Zaiga Krisjane) and University of
Tirana/Albania (prof. Dhimiter Doka) and
the topic was ‘migration, emigration and
return migration’. During the meeting these
processes were analysed within a
comparative perspective from the sending
and receiving countries. All participants
agreed that the migration patterns of the
beginning of the 21st century are not at all
new phenomena. But, obviously, there are
new forms and novel dynamics in the
observed spatial mobility. Thus, the biggest
challenge of migration research is the
systematization of migratory movements
and the development of migration theory in
the last two decades.
The Kyoto Meeting of the IGU Globility
Commission was developed within the
framework of the IGU Regional Conference.
Two different topics were discussed in the
sessions organized and developed during
two complete days. The first of them was
‘beyond economy and politics: human
mobility and subjectivities’ and covered the
discussions
on
transnationalism,
multiculturalism and social processes. The
life style cycle and the educational impacts
of migration were also approached upon the
focus of reception and sending places.
The topic of the second session of the Kyoto
Meeting was ‘the challenge of human
mobility: overcoming frontiers and
difficulties in times of economic crisis’ The
discussions revolved around the effects of
the crisis on the standards of life of migrants,
urban development and housing market, and
the impact of these circumstances in the
human
mobility.
The
geographical
information
systems,
mapping
and

24

30

spatialization techniques used in varied
presentations enriched the debate of the
different geographical perspectives.
The Rome Meeting of the IGU Globility
Commission was developed within the
framework of EUGEO Congress. The topic
was ‘Recent developments in global change
and human mobilities’ and the contributions
dealt with the perceptions and cultural
interactions inherent to the processes of
mobility; different methods of analysis,
concepts and notions were displayed to
study the nexus between the climate change
and the human mobility. Other lens of
debate was the re-interpretation of the
relationships
between
tourism
and
migration.
The immediate and long-term theoretical
and practical implications of these different
discussions drive to a deep analysis of the
transnational perspective; among other
goals, the migrants’ attachment to places,
gender condition and trascultural processes;
the re-thinking of the role of policy makers
in front of the global challenges (climate
change and human mobility); the
interactions among the complex forms of
human mobility; and the new tendencies of
human mobility from a geographical
perspective, attending to the differentiated
spatial impact of the global economic crisis.
2.3. Future Meetings
For the upcoming Kraków IGU Regional
Conference 2014 (18-22.08.2014) Globility
Commission has proposed three sessions,
two of them specific to Globility and a joint
session with the Commission on
Mediterranean Basin. These sessions will go
through ‘New approaches to migratory
policies in a mobile world’, ‘Rethinking the
concept of human mobility: new theoretical
advances’ and (joint session) ‘New trends of
the human mobility in the Mediterranean
basin: towards a new migratory model?’
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3. Networking
Globility has maintained contacts with other
IGU Commissions, in particular with the
‘Population Geography Commission’,
‘Gender and Geography Commission’ and
‘Mediterranean Basin Commission’.
Unfortunately, it has not been possible to
hold any joint meeting during 2013, since
the organization of 3 summits required by
itself a significant workload from the
members of Globility.
On the other hand, in recent years
universities around the world have
experienced
significant
financial
constraints, which have made it difficult for
a much larger number of researchers to take
part at Globility’s different meetings,
although the average number of attendants
in the last three congresses has been
remarkable. The most important obstacle to
the Commission is to promote the
organization of independent meetings to the
IGU events. Past experiences, such as the
implementation of new technic procedures
to
interchange
information
among
researchers (i.e. streaming live) and the
possibilities to get research funds from the
European Union must be also analysed in
order to contribute to new forms of
international cooperation in research.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues,
and books published in 2012 - 2013
A list of the articles and volumes published
by some of the Globility members on issues
of global change and human mobility, in
English and /or their national languages is
the following:
“二十一世纪的美国华人” (于琬、李唯、
骆克任) 载《华侨华人蓝皮书华侨华人研
究报告 2012》, 47-79 页, 丘进,张禹东,骆
克任,李明欢主编; 北京，社会科学文献
出版社; Wan, Y., Li, W. and Keren, L.
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(2012) The Chinese in the United States in
the 21st Century, in Jin, Q., Yudong, Z.,
Keren, L. and Minghuan, L. (eds.) Annual
Report on Overseas Chinese Study 2012,
Blue Book of Overseas Chinese, Social
Science Academic Press, Beijing, pp. 47-79
(in Chinese).
<http://www.uam.es/gruposinv/urbytur/doc
umentos/02.pdf> ISBN 13:978-84-6158004-0
Beckouche, P. and Richard, Y. (2013) Atlas
de la Grande Europe, Autrement, Paris.
Didelon, C. and Richard, Y. (2012) The
European Union in the Flows of
International Students, International Review
of Sociology, 22 (2), pp. 229-244.
Domínguez-Mujica, J. (2012) Mobility in
times of uncertainty: a geographical
perspective, AGEI – Geotema, (Italia) ISSN
1126-7798.
Domínguez-Mujica, J. (2012) The scientific
and social challenges posed by foreign
immigration to Spain Association of
Spanish Geographers (eds) New trends in
the XXI century Spanish geography
(Spanish contribution to 32nd Congress
Cologne 2012), pp. 329-348.
Domínguez-Mujica, J. and Ávila Tàpies, R.
(2012) The in-between lives of the Japanese
immigrants in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria,
Spain, Gender, Place and Culture. First
published on December, 2012 as
doi.org/10.1080/0966369x.2012.737767.
ISSN 1360-0524.
Domínguez-Mujica,
J.
and
Zapata
Hernández, V. (2012) Migraciones
internacionales en Canarias: Geografía,
academia y praxis, Anales de Geografía.
<http://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/AGUC/ar
ticle/view/39718>. ISSN 0211-9803.
Domínguez-Mujica, J., Guerra Talavera, R.
and Parreño Castellano, J. (2012) Migration
at Time of Global Economic Crisis: The
Situation in Spain, International Migration.

First published on December, 2012 as doi:
10.1111/imig.12023. ISSN 0020-7985.
Fonseca, M. L. (2012) The development of
interethnic relations in European cities:
comparative perspectives and policy
implications, Comunidades, 2, pp. 74-78.
Fonseca, M. L. (coord.), McGarrigle, J.
(coord.), Esteves, A., Sampaio, D.,
Carvalho, R., Malheiros, J. and Moreno, L.
(2012) Modes of inter-ethnic coexistence in
three neighbourhoods in the Metropolitan
Area of Lisbon: a comparative perspective,
Lisbon, Edições Colibri.
Fonseca, M. L. and McGarrigle, J. (2013)
“Modes of neighbourhood embeddedness in
three multi-ethnic neighbourhoods in
Lisbon. An exploratory analysis”, Finisterra
– Revista Portuguesa de Geografia, XLVIII,
(96), pp. 19-44.
Fonseca, M. L., Esteves, A. (2012)
Designing, implementing, monitoring and
evaluating
an
urban
community
development programme in Portugal, in
Stimson, R. and Kingsley E. Haynes (eds.)
Studies in applied geography and spatial
analysis. Addressing real world issues,
Edward Elgar Publishing, Cheltenham (UK)
& Northampton (Massachusetts, USA), pp.
274-294.
Fonseca, M. L., Esteves, A., Malheiros, J.
and McGarrigle, J. (2013) Habitação,
imigração e integração sócio-territorial:
notas e reflexões a partir do caso da Região
do Algarve, in Fonseca, M.L., Góis, P.,
Marques, J. C. and Peixoto, J. (eds.)
Migrações na Europa e em Portugal. Ensaios
de homenagem a Maria Ioannis Baganha,
Coimbra, Almedina, pp. 127-163.
Fonseca, M. L., Góis, P., Marques, J. C. and
Peixoto, J. (eds.) (2013) Migrações na
Europa e em Portugal. Ensaios de
homenagem a Maria Ioannis Baganha,
Coimbra, Almedina.

Fonseca, M. L., McGarrigle, J. (2012)
GEITONIES
project
–
Policy
Recommendations: Promoting interethnic
coexistence, social cohesion and reducing
anti-immigrant attitudes / Recomendações
políticas
Promover
a
coexistência
interétnica e a coesão social, conter as
atitudes anti-imigração,Lisboa, Centro de
Estudos Geográficos (MIGRARE Working
Paper Series # 7), p. 19.
Fonseca, M.L. and McGarrigle, J. (Guest
editors) (2013) Finisterra – Revista
Portuguesa de Geografia – special issue
Neighbourhood integration, social relations
and participation in European multi-ethnic
cities, XLVIII, (96).
Fonseca, M.L., McGarrigle, J. and Esteves,
A. (2013) “Neighbourhood integration in
European multi-ethnic cities: evidence from
the GEITONIES project”, Finisterra –
Revista Portuguesa de Geografia
– special issue Neighbourhood integration,
social relations and participation in
European multi-ethnic cities, XLVIII, (96),
pp. 7-17.
Glick-Schiller, N. and Salazar, N.B. (2013)
Regimes of mobility across the globe,
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 39
(2), pp. 183-200.
Glick-Schiller, N. and Salazar, N.B. (2013)
Regimes of mobility: Imaginaries and
relationalities of power. Theme issue,
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 39
(2).
González González, M.J. and Lázaro y
Torres, M.L. (2012) La distribución espacial
de la población inmigrante en dos ciudades
medias: Alcalá de Henares y León y su
relación con los precios de la vivienda,
Anales de Geografía de la Universidad
Complutense, 32 (2), pp. 275-295.
González González, M.J. and Lázaro y
Torres, M.L. (2013) Strategic Planning and
sustainable Development in Spanish Cities,
European Journal of Geography, 4 (1), pp.
46-61.
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Lázaro y Torres, M.L. and González
González, M.J. (2012) An uncertain future
for the dehesa landscape and its sustainable
management, in The Spanish contribution to
32nd IGU Congress. Cologne 2012, pp. 512537.
Lázaro y Torres, M.L. and Delgado Peña, J.
(2013) Geolocation, a world of possibilities
for people in later life, in Delgado Pena, J.
(ed.)
Geographic
and
Geolocation
Competences for People in Later Life,
Outdoor ICT Grundtvig Partnership funded
by EACEA (EU Lifelong Learning
Programme), Málaga, pp. 18-25.
Huynh, N., Li, W., Rie, N., Ndiang'ui, P. and
Shimura, T. (2013) Case Study #6: Disaster
and Migration, in Solem, M., Klein, P.,
Muñiz-Solari, O., and Ray, W. (eds.), AAG
Center for Global Geography Education.
Illés, S. and Michalkó, G. (2012) Real estate
purchasing by foreigners in Hungarian
Settlement system as seen from the angle of
niche concept, in Csapó, T. and Balogh, A.
(eds), Development of the Settlement
Network in the Central European Countries:
Past, Present, and Future, Springer Verlag,
Berlin-Heidelberg, pp. 175-189.
Irimiás, A. and Michalkó, G. (2013)
Religious tourism in Hungary - an
integrative
framework,
Hungarian
Geographical Bulletin, 62 (2), pp. 175-196.
Kobayashi, A., Li, W. and Teixeira, C.
(2012)
Introduction.
Immigrant
Geographies: Issues and Debates, in
Teixeira, C., Li, W. and Kobayashi, A. (eds.)
Immigrant Geographies in North American
Cities, Oxford University Press, pp. xv-xl.
Kozma, G., Michalkó, G. and Radics, Zs.
(2012) Tourism and local governments in
Hungary: the position of tourism in local
council committees of local governments,
Polish Journal of Sport and Tourism, 19 (3),
pp. 208-211.
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Li, W. (2012) International Migration and
Multiethnic Settlement,
Comunidades
number 2: 89-91. The Azores Government,
Portugal.
Li, W. (2013) “Ethnoburbs” and “Asian
Ethnic Banks”, in Zhao, X. (ed.) Asian
Americans: An Encyclopedia of Social,
Cultural, and Political History, ABC-CLIO,
Santa Barbara, CA, in press.
Li, W. (2013), Foreword, in Alberts, H. and
Hazen, H. (eds.) International Students and
Scholars in the United States: Coming from
Abroad,
Palgrave
Macmillan
Ltd,
Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire, UK,
pp. iv-viii.
Li, W. and Skop, E. (2013) Migration, in
Warf, B. (ed.) Oxford Bibliographies in
Geography, Oxford University Press, New
York.
Li, W. and Yu, W. (2012) Between China
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C12.18 Hazard and Risk
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
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Secretary: Hiroshi Shimazu
Email: Shimazu＠ris.ac.jp
Ph: +81-48-539-1347
1.2. Number of Commission members
Number of Corresponding members of the
Commission is 200.
Members’ countries are as follows;
Australia, Austria, Belgium, China, Chile,
Brazil, Denmark, France, India, Italy, Iran,
Japan, Korea, Russia, France, Malta,
Mexico, the Netherland, Poland, Rumania,
Slovenia, Thailand, Taiwan, Myanmar,
Philippines, Vietnam, Bangladesh and so
on.

2. Meetings
2.1. 2012-2013
a)

IGU Santiago 2011 regional conference
was held in Santiago, Chile, 2011

b) IGU Colonge 2012 IGC was held in
Colonge, German, 2012.(Aug.29 2012)
Earthquake and Tsunami special session
Chair: Shigeko Haruyama
Tsunami impacts on a threatened island
ecosystem (Ingo Hahn | Univ. Münster
| DE)
Potential Flooding by Tsunami in
Coquimbo, Chile (JOSE NOVOA |
UNIVERSITY OF LA SERENA | CL)
The North Sea Tsunami of June 5, 1858
(Juergen Newig | Universität Kiel | DE)
Influences of landforms on the extreme
tsunami disaster caused by the 2011 off
the Pacific coast of Tohoku Earthquake
in the lower reaches of the R. Natori and
the Sendai Plain, northeast Japan

(Hiroshi Shimazu | Rissho University |
JP)
Hazard and risk for future mitigation
Chair: Shigeko Haruyama
Introduction: Shigeko Haruyama
Toyooka
2004
Flooding
and
community activities for mitigation
(Shigeko Haruyama)
Locating choke points and mapping
land use changes in select river systems
of Metro Manila: Historical mapping of
constriction and disappearance of
waterways in urban settlements
(Doracie Zoleta-Nantes | Australian
National University | AU)
Landslide hazard zonation ( Masood
Beheshtirad | Islamic Azad University,
Science & Research, Sirjan branch |
Sirjan )
Atmospheric droughts over North
Eurasia since the middle of 20th
century( Andrey Shmakin | Institute of
Geography, Russian Academy of
Sciences | RU )
Hazard and risk for future mitigation
Chair: Andrey Shimakin
The Research of the Residents’
Experience and Behavior vs. on The
Local Government’s Land Use Strategy
Under The Influence of Extreme
Weather (Robert Y.S. Chen | National
Kaohsiung Normal University | TW)
Impact of Quaternary Climate Changes
on Slope Instability, Case study: Molab
Mountain Basin (Zal River), Iran
( Manijeh Ghahroudi | Shahid Beheshti
University | IR)
Planning and Implementation of the
Dyke Systems in the Mekong Delta,
Vietnam( Cong Huu Pham | Can Tho
University | VN)
Flood Risk Analysis for the Territory of
Russian Federation(Pavel Tersky |
Moscow State University | RU)
Hazard and risk for future mitigation Poster session
Introduction: Shigeko Haruyama

-

-

-

-

Study of rockslide regions in the
territory of Republic of Armenia (Marat
Grigoryan | Yerevan State University |
AM)
Landslide hazard at the flyschcarbonate contact in SW Slovenia
(Matija Zorn | Scientific Research
Centre of the Slovenian Academy of
Sciences and Arts | SI)
Urban floods in the Arouca village
(Portugal): influence of surface runoff
network and land use dynamics. (Inês
Marafuz | University of Oporto | PT)
Centurial channel and land cover
change of the valley floodplain and its
implication on flood hazard, Kaoping
River, southern Taiwan(Su-Min Shen |
National Taiwan Normal University |
TW)

Vulnerability and Resilience 1
Chair: Shigeko Haruyama
Introduction: Shigeko Haruyama
Spatial and Social Inequities in
Exposure to Flood Hazards: A Case
Study in Miami, Florida (Chakraborty |
University of South Florida | US)
Public participation and institutional
alignment in river governance: Multistakeholder platforms for Tanshui River
Basin Management (Sue-Ching Jou |
National Taiwan University | Taipei |
TW)
Reduction of urban flood vulnerability
by collaborative modelling (Mariele
Evers
|
Bergische
Universität
Wuppertal | Wuppertal | DE)
Vulnerability Wiki – A collaborative
knowledge platform (Antje Wegner |
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology |
Karlsruhe | DE)
c)

IGU Kyoto 2013 regional conference
was held in Kyoto, Japan,2013

Geo-hazards and their impacts on human
society session Cchairs: Jose Enrique
Novoa Jerez,Hiroshi Simazu and Koji
Okumura)
Abandonment of farmlands after the
2011 Tohoku Earthquake tsunami
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-

-

-

-

-

disaster in the unprotected floodplain of
the Lower Natori River, Japan
(Shimazu)
Geographical classification considering
disaster properties in Japan (Koarai)
Earthquake Damage and Issues on
Housing Estates on Transformed Hills
in Japan (Murayama)
Panel survey of corporate activity on
damage and recovery in Tohoku region
after the Great East Japan Earthquake
(Masuda)
Forecasting Earthquake Hazards Along
the Himalayan Frontal Faults in India
(Okumura)
Effects of changes of scale in the
delimitation of areas of flood for
tsunami: Caleta San Pedro, Coquimbo
Bay (Novoa)
Sharing experiences of the catastrophe:
the research practices of Nagoya
University in Aceh (Takahashi)
Flood monitoring by using L-band SAR
(Sobue)
Severe coastal erosion and its
countermeasures at the Thuan An inlet
of Tam Giang Lagoon, Central Vietnam
(Hirai)
River Training Works of Jamuna
Bridge and the Jamuna River
Morphology (Kamoto)
Cosesimic subsidence during the
Holocene detected in the delta sequence
on the footwall of the Yoro fault system,
central Japan (Niwa)
North Anatolian fault as the best
laboratory
for
recurring
large
earthquakes (Okumura)

Atmosphere-related hazards and impacts
on society session (Chairs: Marek
Degorski and shigeko Haruyama)
Changes of weather extremes in the
western half of Russia since mid-20th
century (Simakin)
High-resolution retrospective analysis
of extreme waves and storm surges in
the Caspian, Black, Azov and Baltic
Seas (Dobrolyubov)
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-

Climate change as a cause of hazard and
risk for the spatial development
(Degorski)
Vegetation
and
meteorological
conditions that led to historic
Mongolian livestock mortality in 2010
(Taichi)

Disaster prevention and early warning
system session (Chairs: Kaoru Takara
and Shigeko Haruyama)
LESSON LEARNT FROM THE
TRAINING PROGRAMS ON POST
DISASTER IMPACT ASSESSMENT
AND
FLOOD
RISK
IDENTIFICATION
AND
MANAGEMENT IN SRI LANKA
(Rajib)
Spatial analysis and prediction of
landslide hazards using spatial data
mining (HSU)
Intensity-duration rainfall thresholds
for the initiation of shallow landslide in
Taiwan (Ching Fuang)
The Flood Forecasting Centre, Natural
Hazard Partnership and the Hazard
Centre; operational early warning and
communication services in the UK
(Piling)
Risk assessment and risk communication
session (Chairs: Sue-Ching Jou and
Shigeko Haruyama)
The Role of Communal Resources in
Hazard Risk Management and PostDisaster Recovery (Neef)
School based community recovery in
Toni District, Kamaishi, Japan
(Matsuura)
Addressing the Underlying Risk of
Embankment Failure During Cyclonic
Catastrophes
&
It’s
Probable
.Mitigation Measures: Case Study from
India (DASGUPTA)
Building Climate Disaster Resilience
for Education Sector in Urban Areas: A
Case Study of Da Nang City, Central
Vietnam (Tong)
Risk assessment of the Mekong delta in
the land use change (Haruyama)

-

-

Local Community Activities for
Disaster Prevention and Mtigation Lesson from East Japan Great
Earthquake and Tsunami 2011
(Taresawa)
Geomorphological land classification
map of the lower Shonai River for flood
risk assessment (Sayed)
The Natural Hazards of Myanmar: The
Case of Tropical Cyclone Nargis (Kay)

Integrating climate change into urban
resilience session (Chairs: Yoshiki
Yamagata and shigeko Haruyama)
Integrating climate and disaster risk
managements
into
the
urban
resiliencev(Yamagata)
Spatially explicit urban land-use model
for managing climate risksv(Saya)
Prediction of past land use using a
spatial filtering approach (Yoshida)
Assessment of CO2 emissions under
land-use scenarios considering climate
mitigation and flood risk adaptation in
the
Tokyo
Metropolitan
Area
(Nakamichi)
Community-based Disaster Resilient
Electricity Sharing System (Dress):
Simulation case study in Yokohama
(Yamagata)
Hedonic analysis of flooding risk in
Tokyo using a spatial econometric
model with endogenous explanatory
variables (Seya)
Spatial Flooding Hazard Indices using
Sensor Networks:
Requirement
Analysis
for
Flooding
Risk
Management (Hiroi)
A proposal of dynamic hazard map web
application using real-time data by
collected delay tolerant network in the
disaster situation (Matsui)
Disaster risk and conflict session (Chairs:
Shigeko Haruyama, Shizuka Hashimoto
and Sue-Ching Jou)
Roles of Geographic Clarification on
Disaster Risk Reduction Technology
Databases (Takeuchi)
Resilience through Religion: FaithBased
Organizations
as
Risk

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Communicators in Bandung, Indonesia
(Mulyasari)
Risk assessment of water scarcity:
Perspective from salinity, arsenic and
drought impacts in southwestern part of
Bangladesh (ABEDIN)
Youth Participation in Disaster Risk
Reduction in Makati, Philippines: A
Social Network Analysis (Fernadis)
Conventional partnership for future
Disaster Recovery: Urban for rural and
rural for urban (Srivastava)
Spatial Methodologies for the Analysis
of Vulnerability in Urban Areas - A
Case Study for Terrorism in Tokyo,
Japan (Greger)
The 2011 Tohoku Tsunami: analyzing
the evacuation of the survivors (Santos)
Surface and subterranean water
interaction in catastrophic flood and
mudflow for a river mountain basin:
basic principles for risk assessment
(Arakelian)
Implementation of Methods of
Mathematical Morphology and Remote
Sensing for Studying Thermokarst
Processes and Risk Assessment
(Kapralova)
Comparison of interpretation of
geohazards using airborne and space
images for monitoring of line structures
(Orlov)
Some Geomorphic Changes in
Ayeyarwady River: Planform Channel
Dynamic of Lower Ayeyarwady River
near Seiktha Area (Oo)
Tsunami numerical simulation at
Fukushima Daiichi and Daini nuclear
power plants due to the 2011 Tohoku
Tsunami (Santos)
Hydrological Assessment of the Bago
River Basin using Remote Sensing
(Hlaing)
Intermediary
Organizations
and
Knowledge Transfer in the Integrated
Water (Jou)
Risk Map for Coastal Erosion in the
Red River Delta, Vietnam (Murooka)
Flood Risk Assessment of Kumozu
Fluvial Plain in Mie Prefecture, Japan
(Matsumoto)
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-

Tsunami preparedness of coastal
municipalities of Japan faced with the
risk (Hashimoto)

Climate-related risk and hazard in the
21st century session (Joint session with
the Commission on Climatology) (Chairs:
Jun Matsumoto and Shigeko Haruyama)
Impact of river floods on human activity
(Govorushko)
Evaluation of hail in the conditions of
the Republic of Armenia (Margaryan)
Application
of
climate
change
projection for promoting a local
agriculture and water management
(Nishimori)
Post-disaster Recovery Needs of
Households Affected by the 2012
Floods in Zamfara State, Niger (Laah)
Climate change and hazards in Central
Asia: Risk patterns in Khorezm region
of Uzbekistan and implications for
Disaster Risk Reduction in rural areas
(Aleksandrova)
Assessment
of
climate
change
associated
disasters,
adaptations
(Renard)
Vulnerability-informed
Adaptation?
The Role of Vulnerability Assessments
in the Development of Adaptation
Strategies (Miller)
Vulnerability and resilience session - joint
session with commisson on land use and
land cover change
(Chair: Teiji Watanabe )
The Tohoku Region Pacific Coast
Earthquake/Tsunami of 2011 and Land
Use (Himiyama)
Demographic, Forest and Nutritional
Transitions:
Impacts
and
Vulnerabilities (Lopez-Carr)
Migration flow analysis of bog systems
for the task of arrangement of datacollecting network of environmental
monitoring (Orlov)
Human Interference and Land use
Change in the Peripheries of Wetlands
in Assam, India: A Case Study Sharma)
2.2. Future Meetings
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IGU Regional conference will be held in
Poland and our commission prepares
specific governance and climatic change
adaptation related with natural disaster
2014.
IGU local organization conference of India
will be held in India June 2014 with
commission on hazard and risk.

3. Networking



Collaboration session with IGU LUCC
commission at Poland in Aug 2014
IGU-RC
Collaboration session with IGU cold
region commission at Poland in Aug
2014 IGU-RC

4. Publications
Coastal
geomorphology
and
Vulnerability of Disaster Towards
disaster risk reduction Terrapub publisher
Edited by Shigeko Haruyama (IGU
commission on Hazard and Risk)
2013 September
Contents
Introduction Shigeko Haruyama
Tsunami and disaster
1.

2.

3.

4.

Review of Geomorphology and
Tsunami deposits
José Enrique Novoa Jerez and Carolina
Pía Villagrán
Attachment as the culture of place:
Social resilience from risk in
Concepción (Chile)
Hugo Capellà Miternique
Soil Importance in a Threatened Island
Ecosystem: Impact of the 2010 Chilean
Tsunami on Biotic and Abiotic
components
Ingo J Hahn
Tsunami 2004 and rapid land use
change in Phuket, Thailand
Shigeko Haruyama and Kaori Hayashi

5.

Coastal landform in the southern part of
Miyagi Prefecture and 2011 Eastern
Japan Mega Tsunami disaster
Yuji Taresawa and Shigeko Haruyama

Coastal disaster
6. Risk Assessment of Coastal Erosion in
the Red River Delta, Vietnam
Mizue
Murooka
and
Shigeko
Haruyama
7. Flood disasters, tropical cyclones,
gender blindness and disaster risk
reduction and mitigation in Thua Thien

8.

9.

Hue Province, Central Vietnam
Doracie B. Zoleta-Nantes
GIS analysis for Tropical cyclones and
coastal plain in Myanmar
Kay
Thwe
Hlaing,
Mayumi
Mattsumoto, Maung Maung Aye
Understanding natural hazards and
social vulnerability in Brazilian urban
rivers
Lutiane Queiroz de ALMEIDA

The Commission Web site:
http://www.bio.mie-u.ac.jp/~haruyama/igu/
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C12.19 Health and the Environment
IGU CHE Mandate and Strategic
Foci:

Email:
thomas.krafft@maastrichtuniversity.nl

Members of the IGU Commission on Health
and the Environment carry out research on
health and health care in the natural and built
environment recognizing the importance of
gender and diversity in a globalized world.
Three strategic foci for the current mandate
period 2012 to 2016 are:

Prof. Gerard Salem
France
University Paris Oeust
Email: gerard.salem@u-paris10.fr
salem.gerard@gmail.com

1.

2.
3.

the analysis of quality of life with an
emphasis on health, health care,
and the environment at various
geographic scales;
the links among global change, global
health and the environment; and
urban health and the role of migration
and immigration.

These foci reflect outcomes of the previous
work carried out by IGU CHE (2000-2012)
and the strategic aim to strengthen with our
contributions new initiatives like Future
Earth, One Health or Health and Wellbeing
in the Changing Urban Environment. CHE
members continue to represent IGU in these
and many other international initiatives over
the mandate period 2012-2016 contributing
as health geographers to the international
efforts to improve global health.

1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Prof. Wuyi Wang, Co-Chairperson
China
Institute of Geographical Sciences and
Natural Resources Research (IGSNRR)
Chinese Academy of Science (CAS)
Email: wangwy@igsnrr.ac.cn
Prof. Thomas Krafft,
Netherlands
University of Maastricht
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Co-Chairperson

Prof. Raul Guimares
Brazil
State University of São Paulo
Email: raulguimaraes@uol.com.br
Prof. Robin Kearns
New Zealand
University Auckland
Email: smclaff@uiuc.edu
Prof. Izabella Lecka
Poland
Warsaw University
Email: kray001@fiu.edu
Prof. Svetlana Malkhazova
Russia
Moscow State University
Email: sveta_geo@yahoo.com
Prof. Sarah McLafferty
USA
University of Illinois
Email: smclaff@uiuc.edu
Prof. Giovanni De Santis
Italy
University of Bergamo
Email: giovanni.desantis@univr.it
Prof. Liliana Dumitrache
Romania
University of Bucarest
Email: dosaredumitrache@yahoo.com

Prof. David Phillips
Hong Kong
Lingnan University
Email: apias@fn.edu. hk

1.2. Honorary Members
Prof. Yola Verhasselt
Belgium
Académie Royales des Sciences
d’Outre-Mer
Email: kaowarsom@skynet.be

Prof. Mark W. Rosenberg
Canada
Queen’s University
Email: mark.rosenberg@queensu.ca

1.3. Corresponding Members
The number of commission members, by country, as of 2012
Argentina

5

Germany

12

Norway

1

Australia

4

Hong Kong

1

Pakistan

1

Austria

1

Hungary

3

Poland

3

Bangladesh

5

India

24

Portugal

5

Belgium

2

Indonesia

1

Romania

1

Benin

1

Ireland

3

Russia

6

Brasil

4

Israel

1

Saudi Arabia

1

Brunei

1

Italy

7

Slovenia

1

Burkina Faso

1

Ivory Coast

1

South Africa

12

Canada

22

Jamaica

2

Spain

3

Chile

1

Japan

4

Sri Lanka

1

China

4

Jordan

1

Sweden

4

Cuba

3

Kenya

1

Switzerland

6

Czech Republic

4

Korea

2

Taiwan

2

Egypt

1

Mauritius

2

Thailand

1

Estonia

1

Mexico

3

Turkey

1

Fiji

1

Netherlands

4

United Kingdom

17

Finland

2

New Zealand

9

USA

21

France

19

Nigeria

6

Zaire

1

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings and Activities supported
and/or co-sponsored by the CHE and
activities with IGU representation by
CHE in 2013

Total

257

Since the last IGC in 2012 the IGU CHE has
continued to actively support and/or cosponsor key meetings and activities for the
scientific community. A short overview on
the main activities is provided in the
following:
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IGU Regional Conference with the
theme Traditional Wisdom and Modern
Knowledge for the Earth Future, Kyoto,
Japan 4-9 August 2013. The IGU CHE
organized four thematic sessions and
was represented by Wuyi Wang who
coordinated these sessions.

Africa are still underrepresented due to
limited funding for scientists from these
regions. During this conference the IGU
CHE held a regular business meeting
and a joint meeting together with the
chairs of the national specialty groups
that support IMGS.



The International Conference on Intra
Urban Dynamics and Health held in
Paris, France from 11-13 September
2013 was co-sponsored by IGU CHE.
This conference was the first in a
sequence of four planned conferences in
the context of the ICSU programme on
Health and Wellbeing in the Changing
Urban Environment. The conference
was very successful with some 400
participants from 49 countries. IGU
CHE members were prominently
represented giving key lectures and
chairing panels and workshops. During
the conference IGU CHE steering
committee members met with a group
of health geographers from 14 African
countries to discuss future collaboration
and to support the set up of an African
working group.

2.2. IGU CHE supported initiatives in
2013

 The 2nd GRF One Health Summit
(Theme: One Health-One Planet-One
Future) held on 17-20 November 2013
in Davos Switzerland was supported by
IGU CHE. GRF is establishing the One
Health Summit as an annual meeting
that discusses global health issues with
an holistic view encompassing human
health, animal health, environmental
health, food safety and agriculture.


IGU CHE was one of the key sponsors
of the 15th International Medical
Geographical Symposium (IMGS) at
Michigan University, USA (7-12 July
2013). IMGS is fully established as one
of the most important events for our
community bringing together senior
researchers, scholars and junior
scientists from mainly North America,
Asia, Oceania and Europe. Health
geographers from Latin America and
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Following a proposal by the CHE
member Gerard Salem, IGU CHE is
supporting a new initiative to set up a
new International Centre for Urban
Health in Developing Countries. The
objectives of the new centre will be to
organize seminars, intensive trainings
to promote academic and professional
training, multidisciplinary approaches,
and bridges between decisions makers,
stakeholders and researchers. The
proposed centre is to be set up in
Mbour, Senegal.



IGU CHE is also supporting to develop
a network of researcher working on
topics related to African studies. The
leading Institution will be the
University Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar,
Senegal. This activity is lead by the
steering group member Gerard Salem.



Since 2008 IGU CHE members have
been involved first in the initial ICSU
Planning Group on Health and
Wellbeing in the Changing Urban
Environment and since the official
launch of the programme by the ICSU
30th General Assembly in 2011 in the
scientific committee of the programme.
IGU CHE strongly supports this ICSU
initiative that has - after a delayed start
- taken on real momentum in 2013. In
2014 the IPO will be established in
Xiamen, China. Through the IGU CHE
members IGU is currently the most
active ICSU member supporting this
programme. Further meetings and
conferences are planned in Manchester
2014,
Brasilia
2015
and

Beijing/Xiamen 2016 (linked to the
IGC).






In conjunction with it’s support for the
ICSU programme IGU CHE is setting
up an interdisciplinary European group
on Urbanization and Health linked to
the ICSU’s Program on Health and
Wellbeing in the Changing Urban
Environment. A first meeting was
organized in Brussels in November at
the Maastricht University campus. This
group will function as the European
regional group for the ICSU programme
and also as dedicated partner for an
African group that is currently
established as one result of the
International conference on Intra
Urban Dynamics and Health held in
Paris in 2013.
Future Earth as Global Change
Research Initiative that has been
launched by ICSU together with other
partners
to
replace
IGBG,
DIVERSITAS and IHDP will fully
emerge in 2014. The role of health as a
cross cutting theme within Future Earth
remains unclear and the existing
dedicated
project
of
Global
Environmental Change and Human
Health
(GECHH)
might
be
discontinued without any substitute.
IGU CHE will continue to play an
active role in advocating the need for a
strong health component within Future
Earth.
As part of the IGU CHE’s capacity
building initiative it was decided to
form a young researcher group of IGU
CHE. The group will be managed by a
smaller core group of young scientists
(post graduate level till 5 years after
PhD) from across the globe. This group
was initiated by former participants of
IGU CHE’s international capacity
building workshops and is currently
coordinated by Eva Pilot (Maastricht
University). The goal of the group is to
foster exchange of young researcher

interested in health geography. More
information and contacts can be found
on the webpage
http://www.iguhep.org/youngche.html.
2.3. Capacity building activities of the
IGU CHE in 2013:
6st International Student Training Workshop
on “Global Change and Health Research“
took place at the Research Centre for Global
Environmental Change and Health, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Beijing from 07-13
October 2013. The workshop was hosted by
the Institute of Geographical Sciences and
Natural Resources Research. The purpose of
the workshop was to provide advanced
training to Ph.D. students through a series of
lectures and participatory experiences that
gave the trainees a better understanding of
theoretical and methodological issues
related to environmental change and health
risks affecting vulnerable populations. A
further purpose was advanced training of
skills required to advance the student’s
research careers (e.g., peer-reviewed
manuscript writing and research proposal
writing). Participants got also the chance to
learn about international programmes and
initiatives in this field. The international
student training workshops remain an
important component of IGU CHE’s
strategy of capacity building and of
enhancing the visibility of health geography.
2.4. Meetings, upcoming events and
related activities of the IGU-CHE in
2014-2016


From 21-24
April
2014
the
GEOSAUDE
Health
Geography
Congress for Portuguese speaking
Countries will take place in Coimbra,
Portugal. IGU CHE is a key sponsor of
this meeting and supports financially
the participation of young health
geographers from Africa in this
meeting.
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The 2014 IGU regional conference will
take place in Krakow, Poland. IGU
CHE steering committee member
Izabella Lecka will organize a special
pre-conference symposium in Warsaw
(August 15 - 16). The group is expected
to continue to Krakow on 17th. The preconference is planned for a maximum of
50 participants with a single stream of
papers.



The XIth International Seminar of
Medical Geography (Geomed) with the
thematic focus on health management
will take place from18-20 December
2014 in Rom, Italy. IGU CHE is cosponsor of this conference.



The IGU regional conference in August
2015 will be in Moscow, Russia.
Commission
member
Svetlana
Malkhazova will organize thematic
sessions in the main congress as well as
convene a pre-conference meeting. It is
intended to organize a special
meeting/training on GIS and Health as
part of the pre-conference.





In 2015 the GEOSAUDE the Health
Geography Congress for Portuguese
speaking Countries will be organized in
cooperation with the ICSU programme
on Health and Wellbeing in the
Changing Urban Environment. The
meeting will take place in Brasilia with
FIOCRUZ as local organiser. IGU CHE
is actively involved in preparing this
meeting and is a co-sponsor.
IMGS 2015, the 16th International
Medical Geography Symposium, will
be in Vancouver, Canada. Valorie
Crooks is the head of the local
organizing committee. IGU CHE is cosponsor of this meeting.
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International
The
2016
33rd
Geographical Conference will be held
in Beijing, China.
All IGU CHE activities, including a preconference meeting, Beijing will be
coordinated by Wang Wuyi.



2.5. Upcoming capacity building activities
in 2014 supported by the IGU CHE
 Implementation of a Master of
Geography of Health in Africa at the
University Cheikh Anta Diop (Dakar,
Senegal)
in
collaboration
with
University Gaston Berger (Saint Louis
du Senegal), Institut de recherché pour
le development (IRD) and the
University Paris Ouest Nanterre-La
defense.
 7th International Student Training
Workshop
on
“Health
and
Environmental Change in BeijingTianjin Mega City Area” at the
Research
Centre
for
Global
Environmental Change and Health,
Beijing, China (October 2014): The
workshop will be held following a
scientific workshop hosted by the
Institute of Geographical Sciences and
Natural Resources Research at the
Chinese Academy of Science (CAS).

3. Publications
Webpage:
IGU CHE has a new internet appearance.
The new website http://www.iguhep.org/ it
includes
announcements,
member
information, reports and meeting minutes.
The webpage manager is Eva Pilot
(eva.pilot@maastricht university.nl).

C12.20 The History of Geography
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
The current Commission’s Steering
Committee (henceforth CSC), which was
partially renewed in August 2012, comprises
two Honorary Chairs (Professors Anne
Buttimer and Vincent Berdoulay), a Chair, a
Vice-Chair, a Secretary-Treasurer, and eight
other members. The names and contact
information of the CSC membership are
listed below:
Jacobo GARCÍA-ÁLVAREZ, Chair
Departamento de Humanidades
Historia, Geografía y Arte
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
C/ Madrid 126, Edificio 14
despacho 14.2.13
28093 Getafe
Spain
Tel: +34 91 624 92 13;
Fax: +34 91 624 85 62
E-mail: jacobo.garcia@uc3m.es
Michael HEFFERNAN, Vice-Chair
School of Geography
University of Nottingham
University Park
Nottingham, NG7 2RD
United Kingdom
Tel: 0115 84 66144
Fax: 0115 95 15249
E-mail: Mike.Heffernan@nottingham.ac.uk
Jean-Yves PUYO, Secretary-Treasurer &
Web Site Editor
Département de Géographie
Laboratoire
Société,
Environnement,
Territoire
Université de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour
Domaine Universitaire
64000 Pau
France
Tel: (33) 5 59 40 72 77

Fax: (33) 5 59 40 72 55
E-mail: jean-yves.puyo@univ-pau.fr
Charles W. J. WITHERS
Co-editor of Geographers:
Biobibliographical Studies
Institute of Geography
University of Edinburgh
Drummond Street
Edinburgh EH8 9XP
Tel: + 44 (0) 131 650 2559
Fax: + 44 (0) 131 650 2524
E-mail: c.w.j.withers@ed.ac.uk
Tamami FUKUDA
School of Environmental System Sciences
Osaka Prefecture University
1-1 Gakuen-cho, Naka-ku
Sakai,Osaka 599-8531
JAPAN
Tel: +81-72-254-9633
Fax: +81-72-254-9933
E-mail:tamami@hs.osakafu-u.ac.jp
Joao Carlos GARCIA
Departamento de Geografía
Facultade de Letras
Universidade do Porto
Via Panorâmica s/n
4150-564 Porto
Portugal
Tel: 22 6077189
Fax: 22 6077194
E-mail: jgarcia@letras.up.pt
Guy MERCIER
Centre interuniversitaire d’études sur les
lettres, les arts et les traditions (CELAT)
Département de géographie
Université de Laval
Pavillon Charles-De Koninck
Local 6259
Québec G1K 7P4
Canada
Phone: +1 418 656 2131 ext. 2574
Fax: +1 418 656 3960
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E-mail: Guy.Mercier@ggr.ulaval.ca
Judite do NASCIMENTO
Departamento de Ciència e Tecnologia
Universidade de Cabo Verde
Campus do Palmarejo
Praia, Santiago
Cabo Verde
Tel: 00238 2621054, 00238 2629112, 00238
2629127
Fax: 00238 2627655
E-mail:
judite.nascimento@adm.unicv.edu.cv
Jan VANDERSMISSEN
Centre d’Histoire des Sciences et des
Techniques
Université de Liège
17 place Delcour
4020 Liège
Belgium
Tel: +32 479 930749
E-mail: Jan.Vandersmissen@ulg.ac.be
Leon YACHER
Department of Geography
Morrill Hall 118A
Southern Connecticut State University
501 Crescent Street
New Haven, CT 06515-1355
United States of America
Tel: (001) 203-392-5825
Fax: (001) 203-392 -5833
E-mail: yacherl1@southernct.edu
Perla ZUSMAN
CONICET/Instituto
de
Geografía,
Universidad de Buenos Aires
Puán 480, 4to piso
CP 1406. Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos
Aires
Argentina
Tel (005411) 4432-0606 int 116
Fax (005411) 4432-0121
E-mail: perlazusman@yahoo.es

& Environmental Policy
Newman Building
Belfield Dublin 4
Ireland
Tel: + 353 1 7168174
E-mail: anne.buttimer@ucd.ie
Vincent BERDOULAY
Département de Géographie
Laboratoire Société, Environnement,
Territoire
Université de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour
Domaine Universitaire
64000 Pau
France
Tel: (33) 5 59 40 72 59
Fax: (33) 5 59 40 72 55
E-mail: vincent.berdoulay@univ-pau.fr
1.2. Corresponding Members
When the Commission on the History of
Geography adopted its current name
(approved on August 2008, on the occasion
on the 31st IGC), Prof. Berdoulay
(Commission Chair from 1996 to 2004)
kindly provided the current CSC with a list
of nearly 300 members of the former
Commission on the History of Geographical
Thought) as of August 2004.
Since August 2008, this list has been
updated and extended with 249 new
members, reaching a total of 526 members
(as of 1 December 2013), including the
CSC’s members. The list includes members
from 81 different countries, whose
distribution is as follows:

Region

Members

Europe

259

Asia

88

Honorary Chairs
Anne BUTTIMER
University College Dublin
School of Geography, Planning
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Most
represented
countries
Spain (71),
France (49),
Italy (23), UK
(23), Germany
(21)
Japan (32),
Israel (14),
China (17)

Latin
America
USA
and
Canada

84

Brazil (50),
Mexico (9)

51

USA (40),
Canada (11)

Africa

31

Oceania

11

Russia

13

Total

Cape Verde
(11), Morocco
(5)
Australia (7),
New Zealand
(4)

537

Table 1: Members included in the distribution list
of the Commission, as of 1 December 2013

As indicated in previous reports of this
Commission this list has been mainly built
on the basis of attendance at the meetings
held by the Commission since 1968, in order
to disseminate information on the
Commission’s initiatives. It should be
considered not as a list of “official”
corresponding members, but as a valuable
directory of scholars interested in the
Commission’s activities, that can be used as
a distribution list.
A list of official corresponding members is
currently being prepared by the CSC on the
basis of more selective and systematic
criteria. This network seeks to reach the
world community of geographers interested
in the History of Geography, and will be
structured at three different spatial levels,
namely: 1) Seven macroregions (Europe,
Asia, Latin America, USA & Canada,
Africa, Oceania and Russia); 2) Forty-two
mesoregions (coherent sub-divisions of the
aforementioned macroregions); 3) The 193
UN member states existing at present
(which, exceptionally, may coincide with
mesoregions, as for Mexico, Brazil, Turkey,
Russian Federation, Australia, New
Zealand, United States and Canada). Two
examples of this three-scale system used for
building the network can be seen in Table 2,
taking the cases of the European (Table 2-

A) and Latin American (Table 2-B) macroregions. Ideally, each of the spatial units
considered in the network should have at
least one corresponding member, although
the final number of members appointed by
country will depend on the existing
community of historians of geography
which is geographically very unequal. The
CSC expects to have this network of official
corresponding members completed for the
next International Geographical Congress
(August 2016).
Mesoregions

Countries
Germany

Germanic
Europe

Austria
Liechtenstein
Switzerland
Belgium

Benelux

Luxembourg
Netherlands
Denmark

Nordic
Countries

Finland
Iceland
Norway
Sweden

Baltic
Countries
British Isles

Estonia
Latvia
Lithuania
Ireland
United Kingdom
Andorra
Spain
France

Latin Europe

Italy
Monaco
Portugal
San Marino
Vatican City State

Central
Europe

Czech Republic
Slovakia
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Hungary

Antigua and Barbados

Poland

Dominica
Lesser
Antilles

Guyana

Bulgaria
Slovenia

Venezuela
and Guyanas

Western
Mediterranean

Cyprus
Greece

Mesoregions

Countries

Mexico

Mexico

Brazil
Argentina
Chile
Paraguay
Uruguay

Table 2B: Mesoregions and countries being used
as spatial basis for building the
Commission’s corresponding members network
in the macro-region of Europe

Costa Rica

2.1. Meetings organised in 2012-2013

Guatemala
Honduras
Nicaragua

Cuba
Haiti
Jamaica
Puerto Rico
Dominican Republic
176

Brazil

2. Meetings

El Salvador
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Ecuador

Belize

Panama

Greater
Antilles

Colombia
Peru

South Cone'

Table 2A: Mesoregions and countries being used
as the spatial basis for building the Commission’s
corresponding members network in the macroregion of Europe (Continue from previous page)

Central
America

Andean
America

Malta

Turkey

Surinam
Bolivia

Montenegro
Serbia

French Guyana
Venezuela

Macedonia
Romania

Saint Lucia

Trinidad and Tobago

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Balkans

St Kitts and Nevis
St Vincent and the
Grenadines

Albania

Croatia

Grenada

a)

Germany (I), Leipzig and Gotha
21-25 August 2012
Two main pre-congress activities
organised jointly with the Leibniz
Institute for Regional Geography
(Leipzig):
o Pre-congress symposium on
the topic “Cartography and
Geographical Knowledge in
the Public Sphere”, Leipzig
and Gotha, August 21-23,
2012

o

Pre-congress field trip from
21-26 August, 2012, including
visits to Leipzig, Gotha,
Eisenach and the Rhine Gorge,
among other locations, with a
final rail ride to Cologne

19 papers (by 21 authors)

Session topic: “Languages, materiality
and the construction of geographical
modernities”
21 papers (by 29 authors)
e)

Paper session held within the
framework if the IGU Regional
Conference, jointly organised with the
IGU Commission on Gender and
Geography

b) Germany (II), Cologne
26-30 August 2012
Paper sessions held within the
framework of the 32nd International
Geographical Congress.
Session
topic:
“Society
and
Environment:
conceptions
and
representations of Nature in the History
of Geography
21 papers (by 23 authors)
c)

United Kingdom, Manchester
22-28 July 2013
Symposium on the topic “Geography
and its Publics”, jointly organised with
the History and Philosophy of
Geography Research Group of the
Royal Geographical Society & Institute
of British Geographers, within the
framework of the 24th International
Congress of History of Science,
Technology and Medicine
18 papers + 2 keynote lectures and
commentaries (by 21 authors)

d) Japan, Kyoto (I)
5-9 August 2013
Paper session held within the
framework of the IGU Regional
Conference, in cooperation with
Geographical Thought Study Group of
the Human Geographical Society of
Japan.

Japan, Kyoto (II)
5-9 August 2013

Session topic: “History of Geography,
Geographical Thought and Practice,
and Gender”
8 papers (by 8 authors)
2.2. Main topics, findings and conclusions
from the 2012-2013 meetings
The main topics of the symposia and paper
sessions that have been organised by the
Commission in 2012-2013 are as follows:


The presence and role of geographic
knowledge in public sphere throughout
history were approached in the two
specific symposia organised by the
Commission, the first of which was held
in Leipzig in August 2013 (under the
title of “Cartography and Geographical
Knowledge in the Public Sphere”),
while the second one (entitle
“Geography and its publics”) took place
in Manchester within the framework of
the 24th International Congress of
History of Science. This topic fits one
of the main objectives envisages by the
Commission for 2012-204, namely to
promote
a
better
contextual
understanding of the relationship
between geography and society, within
and beyond the academy. The meeting
at Leipzig (and also some papers
presented
in
the
Manchester
symposium) focused particularly on the
public dimensions and social history of
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cartography, including the production,
trade and consumption of maps; the
field and interaction of scientific,
commercial, journalistic, military and
school cartography; the role of
cartography in shaping scientific
knowledge, nation building, and
education; or the role of indigenous
knowledge in pre-colonial and colonial
cartography. The symposium held in
Manchester did focus, more largely, on
the multiple and diversified audiences
for geographical knowledge since its
institutionalization in the19th century
and how geography has been
historically utilized to serve wider
political, economic, social and cultural
interests beyond the academy. The
meeting was organised around three
sub-themes of two sessions each,
namely ‘Multiple publics’, ‘Geopolitics
and exploration’, and ‘Geographical
education and knowledge’. These
sessions addressed a range of private
and public workplaces in which
geographical knowledge has been made
and used as well as other settings,
formal and informal, in which
geography has been communicated to
the wider public, mainly to shape
people’s geographical imaginations and
understanding. Key questions dealt with
the utility of geographical knowledge,
the processes and practices that transfer
geographical knowledge
between
different epistemological realms, the
nature of a public for geography, and
the wider impacts of geographical
knowledge on society.


“Society and Environment: conceptions
and representations of Nature(s) in the
History of Geography” was the topic
discussed in the paper sessions
organised by the Commission within
the framework of the 32nd International
Geographical Congress, held in
Cologne in August 2012. Contributions
presented in the sessions especially
dealt with philosophic and scientific
conceptions of nature within the history
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of geography; the geographical roots of
nature conservation policies and the
idea of sustainable development;
Nature control, nature romance and the
description of landscapes; conceptions
of “Nature” within different cultural,
social and political environments; the
field and interaction of indigenous,
popular and scientific geographical
knowledge
of
nature;
and
representations of nature within
literature and art in connection to
geography. The subject of the paper
session was proposed along the lines of
one of the four key-topics defined by
the IGC LOC, namely the relationships
between Society and Nature, but also in
accordance with other important target
pursued by the Commission throughout
its recent history, i.e., to deepen our
understanding of the utility of
geography as a "reservoir" of ideas and
experiences with which to address some
relevant social and environmental
challenges of the contemporary world.


The first of the two paper sessions
which were organised by the
Commission in the IGU Regional
Conference held in Kyoto last August
addressed the topic “Languages,
materiality and the construction of
geographical modernities”. The aim of
this session was to contemplate over
how different geographical languages
and discourses have been deployed in
the material and representational
construction of modern spaces and
places, and how the materiality of
modern social life has in turn shaped
those languages and discourses. In this
context, the concept of “geographical
modernities” referred thus not only to
the differentiated modern spaces and
places, but also to modern academic and
non-academic geographical discourses
themselves. Among other topics,
contributions to this session approached
the relationships between the history of
geography and material objects,
institutions and localities; critical

reflections on various geographical
languages (written texts, maps,
photographs, paintings, engravings and
others); material cultures and the
production,
circulation
and
consumption
of
geographical
knowledge; imaginative geographies in
academia and broader society; and the
role of academic and non-academic
geographers in the planning and
development of cities, regions and
countryside.


The second session held in Kyoto with
the participation of the Commission
was jointly co-organised with the IGU
Commission
on
Gender
and
Geography, around the topic “History
of Geography, Geographical Thought
and Practice, and Gender”. In this joint
session,
we
re-considered
the
production,
transformation
and
distribution of geographical knowledge
– academic and non-academic – from a
gender perspective. Taking into account
this perspective, papers did tackle,
among other aspects, reconsiderations
of the history of academic geography
and alternative histories of geography;
critical reflections on geographical
concepts (e.g. place, space, home,
boundaries, landscape); and the
multiple ways in which geographical
knowledge – academic and nonacademic – has been produced and
embodied in society. The session shed
important light on the history not only
of feminist geographies, but, more
broadly, on the (traditionally unknown
or underestimated) role played by
women on the history of the discipline
in different historical and geographical
contexts (such as the colonial
enterprise, the academy, geographical
school teaching and pedagogy, and
government agencies and departments).

2.3. Future Meetings
a)

Poland, Cracow
18-22 August 2014

Paper session on the topic “What
(political) geography ought to be?
Theoretical approaches to and historical
perspectives on geography and
geopolitics as instruments of peace”,
jointly organised with the IGU
commission on Political Geography,
within the framework of the next IGU
Regional Conference
b) Brazil, Rio de Janeiro
December 2014
Symposium on the topic “The
circulation of ideas in the history of
geographic knowledge: hierarchies,
scales, networks and interactions”,
jointly organised with the Brazilian
Network on the History of Geography
and Historical Geography
c)

Canada, Quebec
2015
Symposium on the topic “The
historiography
of
geography:
developments, trends and challenges”,
locally organised by Prof. Guy Mercier

d) IGU Regional Conference
Moscow, Russia
e)

33rd IGU Congress
Beijing, China

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
Commissions

with

other

IGU

Since the last International Geographical
Congress, the current CSC has reestablished a policy of cooperation with
other IGU Commissions and tasks forces
which used to be very intense and fruitful in
previous period. As a result of it, the
Commission organised a joint paper session
with the Commission on Gender and
Geography within the framework of the
Regional Conference held in Kyoto, on the
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topic “History of Geography, Geographical
Thought and Practice, and Gender”. The
success of this session, co-chaired by Prof.
Tamami Fukuda (on behalf on the
Commission on History of Geography) and
Prof. Janice Monk (on behalf of the Gender
and Geography Commission) was highly
remarkable both for the quality of the papers
and the large audience which it drew, and
promises much for other future joint
initiatives involving both Commissions. In
this respect, the Commission is planning to
include an specific item on “Gender
perspectives on the History of Geography”
within the call for papers for the Symposium
on “Historiography of Geography”
scheduled for 2015 in Quebec.
In a similar way, the Commission has
proposed a joint session in cooperation with
the Commission on Political Geography for
the next IGU Regional Conference, to be
held in Cracow. The topic of this session, cochaired by Prof. Toshiyuki Shimazu (on
behalf of the Commission on the History of
Geography) and Dr. Ellena de ll’Agnese (on
behalf of the Commission on Political
Geography), will be: “What (political)
geography ought to be? Theoretical
approaches to and historical perspectives on
geography and geopolitics as instruments of
peace”.
The CSC is aware that the Commission’s
cross-thematic approach lends itself to
cooperation with other Commissions and
Task Forces, and we will work to foster
these developments during the following
years, either within the framework of the
IGU Regional Conference to be held in
Moscow or in the 33rd IGC in Beijing.
3.2. Collaboration
with
national
organisations and research groups
As noted in the Commission’s report for the
period 2008-2012, the networking strategies
followed by the current CSC did put
particular emphasis on strengthening and
multiplying relationships with national
organisations
and
research
groups
specifically concerned with the history of
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geography and cartography. This approach
has been fruitfully continued during the
current period of activity (2012-2016), as
evidenced by the following experiences and
initiatives:
the two meetings organised in Germany
in August 2012 (symposium in Leipzig,
papers sessions in Cologne), in
cooperation with the history of
geography reserach team of the Leibniz
Institute for Regional Geography
(Leibniz –Institute für Länderkunde) of
Leipzig;
two of the three meetings co-organised
by the Commission in 2013: the first
one in Manchester, in July, in
cooperation with the History and
Philosophy of Geography Research
Group of the Royal Geographical
Society with the Institute of British
Geographers; the second one in Kyoto,
in August, in cooperation with the
Geographical Thought Study Group of
the Human Geographical Society of
Japan.
the preparations for the Commission
symposium planned for December 2014
in Rio de Janeiro, that will be jointly
organised with the Brazilian Network
on the History of Geography and
Historical Geography (Rede Brasileira
de Históriada Geografia e Geografia
Histórica).
with
3.3. Cooperative
efforts
International Council for Science
(ICSU)
Since 1976, the Commission has acted as an
international Commission not only within
the IGU, but also within the Division of
History of Science and Technology (DHST)
of the International Union of the History and
Philosophy of Science and Technology
(IUHPST), which, the same as IGU, is part
of the ICSU. Careful efforts have been made
during the last years to re-establish and
normalize the links of the Commission with
the IUHPST, which, as noted in previous
reports, were interrupted between 2004 and
2008.

In this respect, during the period reported in
this document, it should be noted that the
Commission actively participated in the
24th International Congress of the History of
Science, Technology and Medicine, in
Manchester, July 2013. Within this
framework, the Commission co-organised
(in cooperation with the History and
Philosophy of Geography Research Group
of the Royal Geographical Society with the
Institute of British Geographers) a
Symposium on the topic “Geography and its
Publics”. This included a total of 18 paper
presentations and two keynote lectures and
commentaries, bringing together 21 authors
coming from eleven different countries (the
United Kingdom, France, United States,
Mexico, Brazil, Russia, Italy, Belgium,
Switzerland, Iraq and Spain).
As for every Commission of the IUHPST,
the Commission on the History of
Geography has a seat and right to vote in the
IUHPST General Assembly (which takes
place every four years, within the
International Congresses) and submits
annual reports for the IUHPST Executive
Committee (which are assessed and
approved by it). One of the members of the
CSC is specifically engaged on keeping and
strengthening the relationships with the
IUHPST, namely Dr. Jan Vandersmissen,
who is currently the Head of the Centre
d'Histoire des Sciences et des Techniques at
the University of Liège and, since December
2012, corresponding member of the
International Academy of the History of
Science (http://www.aihs-iahs.org/).

4. Publications
4.1. Books and documents
In the last two years, the Commission has
issued three different kind of publications,
apart from its website. Firstly, the
Commission has continued to edit the annual
serial collection Geographers:
Biobibliographical Studies (two volumes
published in 2012-2013). Secondly, the CSC

prepared an extensive 26-page Report of the
Activities carried out in 2008-2012 and
Work Plan for 2012-2016, submitted to the
IGU Executive Committee in February 2012
and approved by it in August 2012. This, due
to its particular nature, has been issued
online at the Commission’s webpage as a
kind of replacement for the 2012 and 2013
annual newsletters. Thirdly, two CSC
members (Professors Joao Carlos García
and Jacobo García-Álvarez) are co-editing a
book on the topic “Colonialism and History
of Geography”, based on the results of the
symposium of the same title held in Cape
Verdes in June 2012; its publications is
scheduled for 2014. Since we have already
referred to the symposium which
underpinned this monograph, we focus here
on the Geographers: Biobibliographical
Studies series (henceforth GBS), the main
and most distinctive publication of the
Commission since 1977.
Geographers Biobibliographical Studies is
an annual serial publication, produced by the
IGU Commission for the History of
Geography, and coedited for the
Commission by Charles W J Withers
(University of Edinburgh) and Hayden
Lorimer (University of Glasgow). It is
published by Bloomsbury (formerly, until
2011, by Continuum and previously by
Methuen). During the period involving this
report, GBS has successfully reached
volume 32 (October 2013). Plans for volume
33 (appearing in September 2014) and
beyond are in hand. GBS represents a major
printed intellectual resource for the history
of geography and geographers. There are
nearly 500 GBS essays extant, to a total of
c.2.14 million words.
Among the major plans and challenges
concerning the future of GBS (as indicated
in the work plan for 2012-2016), particular
mention should be paid to the question of
digitalization and on-line delivery of the
publication. Possibilities for both exist in
two respects. The first is the digitisation of
the past stock of GBS essays: this would
allow the possibility of using GBS as a
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research and teaching resource; customising
by theme / period / sub-disciplinary
specialisation (e.g., having an online
publication of 'French geography and
geographers ''Eighteenth-century
geographers', 'African explorers' etc). This
matter would involve the destruction of the
set of volumes used to generate the on-line
resource and any OCR facility (for byword/topic searching etc). The second
matter is the possibility of delivering GBS,
in the future, as an online resource. This has
more major implications: frequency of
publication, nature of publication (use of
colour etc), range of content possibilities,
etc.
Both issues also need to recognise that,
currently, GBS volumes since vol. 28 have
been available online on the publisher's
platform (at a charge to users). Both issues
will involve dialogue between the
Commission officers (the co-editors
especially), the IGU Executive, and the
publishers. The cost implications have not
been addressed other than to identify a very
general figure of 'about £10,000' for the online upload of GBS vols 1-32. This takes no
account of the server issues, hosting, longerrun maintenance, etc. and is simply a per
page charge based on number of
volumes/words overall. There is no way that
the Commission alone could pay this, so
facing this major challenge — which the
CSC decidedly believes would bring a
significant scholarly resource to the
community of geographers worldwide—
would necessarily require a significant
institutional and funding support from both
inside and outside the IGU. At the time of
writing (December 2013), we have been
informed that Bloomsbury Publishers have
enthusiastically embraced the idea of a
digital resource of GBS back numbers: we
await further developments.
In any case, the CSC wishes to reiterate its
deep gratitude to the IGU Executive
Committee for the generous regular
contribution of 1000 $ provided by the IGU
since 2006 to assist with the production costs
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of GBS, which remains the only publication
devoted to the assessment of scholar’s
contributions to geography and to
geographical knowledge in international
context.
Hayden LORIMER & Charles W. J.
WITHERS (eds): Geographers:
Biobibliographical Studies, vol. 31, London
& New York, 2012, 169 pages. Published by
Bloomsbury on behalf of the IGU-CHG.
ISBN: 978-1-4411-8624-9
Hayden LORIMER & Charles W. J.
WITHERS (eds): Geographers:
Biobibliographical Studies, vol. 32, London
& New York, 2013, 173 pp. Published by
Bloomsbury on behalf of the IGU-CHG.
ISBN: 978-1-4725-1235-2
IGU & IUHPS Commission on the History
of Geography. Report of the activities
carried out in 2008-2012 and Work Plan for
2012-2016 (submitted in February 2012 to
the IGU Executive Committee, which
approved it on the occasion of the 32nd
IGC).
Hayden LORIMER & Charles W. J.
WITHERS (eds): Geographers:
Biobibliographical Studies, vol. 33, London
& New York. Published by Bloomsbury on
behalf of the IGU-CHG (to be published in
October 2014)
GARCIA, Joao Carlos & GARCÍAÁLVAREZ, Jacobo (eds.): Historia da
Geografia e colonialismo / History of
Geography and Colonialism / Histoire de la
Géographie et Colonialisme, Lisboa, Centro
de Estudos Geográficos (scheduled to be
published in 2014).
4.2. Commission Website
Along the lines of the former Commission on
the History of Geographical Thought,
chaired by Prof. Vincent Berdoulay from
1996 to 2004, the CHG relaunched, since

August 2008, a website to spread its own
works and activities. Its URL is as follows:
http://web.univpau.fr/RECHERCHE/UGIHG/index.html
Hosted by the CNRS scientific laboratory
SET (Society, Environment and Territory)
of the University of Pau and Pays de
l’Adour and edited by the Commission’s
Secretary-Treasurer, Prof. Jean-Yves Puyo,
the website gives account of the main news
and
information
concerning
the
Commission’s recent life, including not only
its activities, newsletters and main
publications since 2008 onwards, as well as
its work plans for the next years, but also the
newsletters and other relevant documents
relating the period 1996-2004. The website
welcomes any relevant news and meeting
announcements about the History of
Geography. The website has tried to report
in three languages: English, French, and
Spanish. This is time-consuming, but we
intend to continue this policy as we consider
it important and a valuable step in
disseminating the Commission’s work
internationally.

Since its renewal in the 31st IGC to the
present, the CSC has reported regularly to
the IGU Executive Committee on the
Commission activities and publications and
has transmitted a copy of the last to the IGU
Secretary General (initially Prof. Woo-ik
Yu; since 2010 Prof. Mike Meadows). An
exemplar of the publications edited on
behalf of the Commission in 2012 and 2013
(vols. 31 and 32 of GBS) has been already
sent to Prof. Meadows too, while others
relevant material will be sent either together
with the document (such as the pictures of
the meetings held during this period) or in
the coming months. The Commission’s
website also hosts an archive of all the
Meeting circulars and calls for papers
launched by the CHG since August 2008
onwards, as well as of all the Newsletters
published since1996 and several documents
relating to the GBS series (such as the
alphabetical list of subjects covered to date).

Last, but not least, it is worth notice that the
Commission work plan for 2012-2016
includes four measures targeted to providing
scholars, at an international level, with
archival resources and other types of
information sources necessary to conduct
5. Archival Contributions
high quality research on the history of geography. This is set out below:
Targets

Level of Achievement (as of December 2013)

Creating an international directory of groups and
associations concerned with the history of
geography

In progress, although conditioned to the full
institutionalisation of an official network of
corresponding members

Creating an international directory of archives
(both personal and institutional) related to the
history of geography

In progress, although this is undertaken with
respect to the full implementation of an offical
network of corresponding members

Introducing some changes in the Geographers
Biobibliographical Studies (GBS) series in order
to improve its spread and reach among the
international community of geographers and
historians. Among those changes, the CSC top
priorities are: a) to digitise and have available all
GBS volumes and essays to date; b) to move GBS
from a print-only annual series publication to an
online publication

In progress. Conversations are continuing between
GBS co-editors (Dr. Lorimer and Prof. Withers)
and Bloomsbury publishing house officers in
order to discuss the legal, technical and economic
implications of those targets. Important questions
remain to be solved
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Creating an online archive of biographical
interviews to geographers, on the basis of the
materials collected within the framework of the
International Dialogue Project (1978-1988, A.
Buttimer & T. Hagerstrand)
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Mostly achieved, thanks to the support of the IGU
Executive Committee. Contacts with the Lund
University Library Media (where the complete
original collection is hosted) were initiated in
September 2012, after the 32nd IGC, by Prof.
Anne Buttimer (one of the two Commission's
Honorary Chairs) in cooperation with the CSC
and the IGU-EC. In 2013, the IGU acquired the
copies of the Lund's collection, which will be
issued online on the IGU's website (info provided
by Prof. Mike Meadows

C12.20 Indigenous Peoples’ Knowledges and Rights
Since submission of the 2008-2012
quadrennial report, the IPKRC has focused
on developing informative study tours
which engage more directly with Indigenous
communities and within their environs.
These more active and engaged meetings
better facilitate the core objectives of the
commission: to create a network amongst
Indigenous
and
non-Indigenous
geographers; to encourage and mentor
young academics, particularly Indigenous
scholars; to encourage and foster geographic
research for and with Indigenous
communities.

1. Membership
The Commission’s steering committee has
remained stable for several years. We desire
more active representation from Asia and
South America, but the membership of the
steering committee is representative of those
countries that are most responsible for
research on Indigenous geographies.
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair, Dr. Brad Coombes
School of Environment
University of Auckland
PB 92019 Auckland 1020
AOTEAROA
NEW ZEALAND
b.coombes@auckland.ac.nz
+64.9.373.7599 EXT 88455 office
+64.9.373.7434 fax
Professor Klaus Frantz
University of Innsbruck
Institut für Geographie
Innrain 52
A-6020 Innsbruck
AUSTRIA
klaus.frantz@uibk.ac.at
+43.512.507.5410 office
+41.512.507.2895 fax

Assoc. Professor Jay T. Johnson
Department of Geography
University of Kansas
1475 Jayhawk Blvd.
Lawrence, KS 66045
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
jaytjohnson@ku.edu
+1.785.864.5547 office
+1.785.864.5378 fax
Dr. William Jonas
(billjonas@optusnet.com.au)
Represented by Professor Richard Howitt
Department of Environment and Geography
Macquarie University, North Ryde
NSW 2109
AUSTRALIA
rhowitt@els.mq.edu.au
+61.2.9850.8386 office
+61.2.9850.6052 fax
Professor Evelyn Peters
Department of Geography
University of Winnipeg
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3B 2E9
CANADA
ej.peters@uwinnipeg.ca
+1.204. 982.1148 office
+1.204. 943.4695 fax
Dr. Albertus (Monti) Pramono
Researcher, Aliansi Masyarakat Adat
Nusantara (AMAN)
Tl. B No.4 RT 001 RW006 Komp Rawa
Bambui, Jakarta 12520
INDONESIA
monti@cbn.net.id
+62.21.780.2771 office
+62.21.780.2771 fax
Assoc. Professor Maano Ramutsindela
Environmental & Geographical Science
Building, South Lane, Upper Campus
University of Cape Town
Private Bag X3
Rondebosch 7701
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SOUTH AFRICA
maano@enviro.uct.ac.za
+27.21.6502783 office
+27.21.6503456 fax
Assoc. Professor Ming Huey (tibu) Wang
National Taiwan Normal University
162 Hoping East Rd., Sec. 1,
Taipei 106, TAIWAN
t24019@cc.ntnu.edu.tw
+886.2.23637874 ext. 115 office
+886.2.23691770 fax
1.2. Commission Membership
On the basis of individuals who are
registered with our email list-serv, the
Commission’s membership is currently 172.
That includes several new members who
were enlisted after the Commission’s study
tour to Hokkaido/Ainu Mosir during 2013.
Aotearoa/New Zealand

36

Australia

37

Austria

1

Canada

18

Finland

2

Ireland

2

Israel

2

Indonesia

1

Norway

3

South Africa

1

Sweden

3

Taiwan

8

United Kingdom

7

United States

51

2. Meetings
2.1. Cape Town 2012, with Study Tour to
Richtersveld Community Conservancy
Because it would have been difficult to
connect with Indigenous communities if the
Commission had attempted a meeting to
coincide with the IGU conference at
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Cologne, it decided instead to meet at the
Society of South African Geographers
Conference at Cape Town. After the
conference, a group of 16 travelled to
Eksteenfontein for three days to explore the
efforts of the Nama to restore their
Indigenous rights through a community
conservancy. It was anticipated by the Nama
that the proximity of the conservancy to the
Richtersveld National Park and the Ai-/Ais
Transfrontier Park, which spans the border
between South Africa and Namibia, would
enable tourism development. As the
travelling party witnessed, however, neither
the anticipated flows of tourists nor the
capacity to profit from tourism have yet been
realized.
Photo blog:
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/IPKR
C/photoblogs/Richtersveld-2012/index.html
2.2. Study tour to Ainu Mosir/Hokkaido
2013
Several members of the Commission have
active research partnerships with academics
in Hokkaido and have contributed many
times to symposia about Ainu rights and
development. A four day study tour to
Hokkaido provided the opportunity for a
group of 37 to evaluate whether the Diet’s
2008 recognition of the Ainu as an
Indigenous
population
has
yielded
meaningful
outcomes.
Flooding
or
destruction of cultural sites caused by
construction of the Nibutani Dam, insecurity
about whether the state will support
language retention programmes, and the
refusal of the local university to give back
1027 cadavers all suggest that progress with
implementing Indigenous rights has been
slow. Highlights of the trip included the
active participation of Ainu people on the
study tour, and the first ever ‘Indigenous
Geographies’ symposium in Hokkaido at
Hokusei-Gakuen University.
Photo blog:
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/IPKR
C/photoblogs/AinuMosir-2013/index.html

2.3. Scheduled for June 2014:
Community engagements prior to the
IAG/NZGS Combined conference in
Melbourne
This will be a joint initiative of the
Indigenous Peoples Working Group of the
Institute of Australian Geographers, the
New Zealand Geographical Society which
may soon create an Indigenous Peoples
Study Group and the Commission. The
steering committee of the Commission has
committed to facilitating involvement from
Pasifika academics and to engage with local
Indigenous communities.
2.4. Scheduled for October 2014:
Symposium
on
Indigenizing
Community
Development
at
Winnipeg
In 2009, Evelyn Peters – a member of the
Commission’s steering committee – led a
highly successful symposium on urban
Indigeneity. The approach and outcomes of
that symposium will be repeated in 2014
with a symposium on ‘Indigenizing
Community Development’ that will include
members of the commission and is intended
to generate a book.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaborations
with
international bodies

other

There were no official collaborations during
2013, but the Commission and its members
often work with national geographical
associations to develop study tours or offconference meetings.
Service, mentoring and foundational work
with the Commission were listed as
prominent reasons for recent awards that
were bestowed upon some of its principal
members. Evelyn Peters, who has been a
member of the Commission’s steering

committee since its inception, was awarded
the 2013 Canadian Association of
Geographers Award for Service to the
Profession of Geography. Her award notice
refers to her “direct formative role in the
establishment of the Commission on
Indigenous Knowledges and Rights of the
International Geographical Union in 2006”
and her “experience and organizational
capacities [which] have been crucial in
building its membership and developing a
strong platform of activities” Along with
three others, Jay Johnson (former chair of
the Commission and current steering
committee member) and Renee Pualani
Louis (until recently, the secretary for the
Commission) received the 2013 Association
of American Geographers Enhancing
Diversity Award. The nomination letter for
the award notes that “Johnson proposed
[the…] Commission to the International
Geographical Union” and that he organized
pre-conference meetings which brought
together the Commission and other national
geographical associations with Indigenous
communities.
The IPKRC has observer status with the
United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues.

4. Publications
4.1. Communications
The Commission regularly updates its
membership through use of a dedicated
website:
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/ipkrc.
shtm
During 2013, the web site has been
developed further to include a series of
photo blogs about the Commission’s study
tours. Some of the Ainu organisations and
individuals who were involved in our
Hokkaido study tour requested that it be
recorded online so that the thoughts of
Indigenous academics could be conveyed to
domestic politicians and policy makers.
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Provision of an interpretive and, at times,
critical commentary is viewed as a means of
giving back to the Indigenous communities
that have supported our study tours. The
links to photo blogs for those tours are:
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/IPKR
C/photoblogs/AinuMosir-2013/index.html
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/IPKR
C/photoblogs/Richtersveld-2012/index.html
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/IPKR
C/photoblogs/Taumutu-2010/index.html
4.2. Written Publications
The book resulting from the Saskatoon
meeting was finally published during 2013:
Indigenous in the City – Contemporary
Identities and Cultural Innovation. (eds E
Peters and C Anderson. UBC Press). Several
steering committee and other members of
the Commission contributed chapters for
that book.
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Three steering committee members
approached Progress in Human Geography
in 2010 to demonstrate the need for a series
of progress reports on ‘Indigenous
Geographies.’ The last of those reports – on
methodological challenges/innovations –
was recently accepted for publication. The
other two are:
Coombes, B., Johnson, J. T., and Howitt, R.
(2013). Indigenous geographies II: The
aspirational spaces in postcolonial politics –
reconciliation, belonging and social
provision. Progress in Human Geography
37 (5), 691-700.
Coombes, B. L., Johnson, J. T., and Howitt,
R, (2012). Indigenous geographies I: Mere
resource conflicts? The complexities in
Indigenous land and environmental claims.
Progress in Human Geography 36 (6), 810821

C12.22 Islands
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chang-Yi David Chang, Chair
Institute of Geography
National Taiwan University
1, Sec. 4, Roosevelt Road
Taipei 106, Taiwan
Tel: +886-2- 33665827
Fax: +886-2- 23622911
E-mail: changyi@ntu.edu.tw
Eric Clark, Vice Chair
Department of Human Geography
Lund University
Sölvegatan 12, 22362 Lund
Sweden
Tel. +46 - 46 222 94 96
Fax. +46 - 46 222 84 01
E-mail: eric.clark@keu.lu.se
Huei-Min Tsai, Executive Secretary
Graduate Institute of Environmental
Education
National Taiwan Normal University
P.O. Box 97-145
Taipei 116 Taiwan
Tel: +886-2-77346565
Fax: +886-2- 29325570
E-mail: hmtsai@ntnu.edu.tw
Godfrey Baldacchino
University of Prince Edward Island
Charlottetown
Canada C1A 4P3
Tel: (902) 566- 0909
Email: gbaldacchino@upei.ca
Costis Hadjimichalis
Harokopio University of Athens
Department of Geography
70 EL. Venizilou St., Athens
17671 Greece
Tel. +302109549100
Fax +302109577050

E-mail: hadjimichalis@hua.gr
Maciej Jedrusik
University of Warsaw
Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies
Krakowskie Przedmiescie 30 000-927
Warsaw, Poland
Tel: +48-22 55 20 631
Email: maciusik1@uw.edu.pl
Gerard Persoon
Department of Anthropology
Leiden University
P. O. Box 9518
2300 RA Leiden
The Netherlands
Tel: +31 71 5277474
Fax: +31 71 5277496
Email: persoon@cml.leidenuniv.nl
Beate Ratter
Institute of Geography University of
Hamburg
BundesstraBe 55, 20146 Hamburg,
Germany
Tel.: (040) 42838 5225
Fax: (040) 42838 4981
E-mail: ratter@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de
Steve Royle
School of Geography, Archaeology and
Palaeoecology
Queen's University Belfast
Belfast BT7 1NN
Northern Ireland, UK
Tel/fax: +44 (0)2890 973355
Fax: +44 (0)2890 973212
Email: s.royle@qub.ac.uk
Philip Steinberg
Department of Geography
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-2190, USA
Tel: +1-850-6441706
Fax: +1-850-6445913
E-mail: psteinbe@coss.fsu.edu
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Elaine Stratford
School of Geography and Environmental
Studies, Hobart Campus
Geography-Geology Building, Room 425
University of Tasmania, Australia
Tel: +61 3 6226 2462
Fax: +61 3 6226 2989
E-mail: Elaine.Stratford@utas.edu.au

(ii) Island environmental history and
development, (iii) Island culture, place
and identity. 20 papers from 8 countries
(Russia, Netherlands, Sweden, UK,
Ireland, Canada, Korea, Taiwan) were
presented. There were about 50
participants in the sessions.
-

Participating in Islands of the World X,
ISISA (International Small Island
Studies Association) at Jeju Island,
Korea, 25-29 August 2008. The
conference theme was: Globalizing
Islands: Culture, Peace, Resources and
Sustainability. Steering Committee
members played active roles in
organizing sessions. Participation: ca
200.

-

Organizing workshop on: Timescapes
of Islands in the Asia-Pacific Region:
Environmental History and Time
Horizons of Management, at Academia
Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, 28-29 October
2008. The workshop was organized by
steering committee members in
collaboration with the of Center for
Asian Pacific Area Studies, Academia
Sinica, IHDP-Taiwan, and IIAS Leiden
University. The selected papers have
been published in a theme issue Journal
of Asia Pacific, Vol. 44. 2009. Papers:
15. Participation: ca 80.

-

Organized workshop on Re-thinking
Sustainability: Historical-Political

François Taglioni
Institute of research on development
BP 172 97492 Sainte-Clotilde cedex
Reunion Island
Tel. + 262 692 943 772 (Reunion island)
Tel. + 33 663 286 092 (France)
E-mail: tagli@diplomacy.edu
Randy Thaman
Department of Geography
Faculty of Islands and Oceans
The University of the South Pacific
Laucala Campus, Fiji
Tel: (+679) 323 2542
Fax: (+679) 323 1506
E-mail: thaman_r@usp.ac.fj
1.2. Membership and Election
There is no formal list of membership. The
participants of each conference and meeting
are automatically on the mailing list for
upcoming events. The number on mailing
list is about 150, covering 25 countries
(December, 2013)

2. Meetings

Ecology Perspectives on Islands, at
National Taiwan Normal University,
30-31 October 2008, in collaboration
with Lund University and National
Taiwan Normal University. Taipei,
Taiwan, Papers: 18, Participation: ca
100.

2.1. Meetings organized and participated
2007-2013
-

-

The Inaugural Meeting of the
Commission was held on October 29November 3, 2007 at National Taiwan
University in Taipei, Taiwan (about 150
participants)
The 31st IGC Tunis,Tunisia in August,
2008: Three sessions were organized:
(i) Island vulnerability and complexity,
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-

The 3rd Nordic Geographers Meeting,
8-11 June 2009, Turku, Finland:
participating in three sessions on
Islands Studies: Geography of coastal
regions and Rethinking human/non-

human associations: changing politics
of nature.
-

The First World Congress of
Environmental History (WCEH) 4-8
August 2009, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Organizing a session on Ecological
Imperialism Redefined. Participating in
four other sessions.

-

AAG 2010 Annual Meeting, 14-18
April 2010, Washington, D.C., U.S.A.
Participating in sessions: (i) Real
Worlds and Environmental Visions I &
II
(ii) Re-thinking Islandness:
Discursive Spaces and Tidalectics in
Island Worlds - I, II, III

-

IGU Tel Aviv Regional Meeting, 12-16
July 2010, Tel Aviv, Israel;
participating two sessions in the IGU
Commission on Islands meeting.

-

Participating in ISISA Islands of the
World
XI:
Celebrating
Island
Connectivities, August 23-26, 2010,
Bornholm, Denmark.

-

The 2010 IGU Commission on Islands
Meeting and Conference, Finding Their
Place: Islands in Social Theory 27-30
August 2010, Ven, Sweden. (Local
Organizers: Eric Clark and Godfrey
Baldacchino). Most of Steering
Committee
Members
attended
Committee Meeting; Participants: ca
120. *Published theme issue on Culture
Geography.
Collaboration conference: The 2nd
Island Dynamics Conference- Taking
Malta Out of the Box – Island Cultures,
Economies and Identities, 11–15 May
2011, Valletta, Malta. Steering
Committee members played key roles
in organizing related sessions.

-

-

The First Conference of East Asian
Environmental History (EAEH 2011),
24-26 November 2011, Academia
Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan. Participating
islands sessions.

-

-

IGU
Regional
Meeting,
14-18
November 2011, Santiago, Chile;
Participating in the IGU Commission
on Islands meeting and the Commission
Business Meeting.
Joint meeting in ISISA Islands of the
World XII: Globalization: Islands
Adapting to Change, 29 May – 1 June
2012, The Virgin Islands (BVI)

-

IGU Congress- The 32nd IGC Cologne
2012, 26-30 August 2012, Cologne,
Germany. The IGU Commission on
Islands Supported by LOICZ (UNIHDP
Programme)
will
organize
a
commission
meeting
and
the
conference sessions on the theme
“Human/Nature-Interaction on Small
Islands- An Integrative Geography
Perspective” (Local Organizer: Beate
Ratter).

-

The 2012 IGU Commission on Islands
meeting and Post Congress Fieldtrip,
Human-Culture
Interaction
on
Norderney – East Frisian Islands,
Germany. 31 August-4 September,
2012. (Local Organizer: Beate Ratter).

-

IGU Commission on Islands meeting
with the 3rd Island Dynamics
Conference: Local Actions in a Global
Context,
15-17
January
2013,
Longyearbyen Island, Norway.

-

IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto,
Japan, August4-9, 2013.

-

GU Commission on Islands, Penhu,
Taiwan, September 30 to October 6,
2013.
(Joint Sessions with IGU Commission
on Globalization, Marginalization and
Local Response) (Local Organizer:
Professor Kuo-Yuan Koa)

2.2. Proposed Meetings
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2014: IGU Commission on Islands Meeting
Kraków, Poland, organized by Prof. Maciej
Jedrusik
2014: IGU Regional Conference, Kraków,
Poland.
2015: IGU Commission on Island Meeting,
Fiji Island.
2015: IGU Regional Conference, Moscow,
Russia.
2016: IGU Reunion Island Commission on
Islands meeting, France,organized by Prof.
Francois Taglioni
2016: Meetings to be held after 2015 will be
decided in the business meeting at Reunion
Island

3. Networking
The Commission maintains
communications with the Indigenous
Peoples’
Knowledges
and
Rights
Commission, and collaborates regularly
with ISISA (International Small Island
Studies Association), Island Dynamics (an
island studies network based on University
of Aberdeen, UK, and Isle of Man), LOICZ
(UNIHDP Progrmme), Environmental
History(WCTH) and other Island Studies
institutions.
-

2007 IGU Commission on Indigenous
Peoples’ Knowledge and Rights.

-

Participation in Islands of the World X,
ISISA (International Small Island
Studies Association) at Jeju Island,
Korea, 25-29 August 2008. The
conference theme was: Globalizing
Islands: Culture, Peace, Resources and
Sustainability. Steering Committee
members played important roles in
organizing sessions. Participation: 200

-

The 3rd Nordic Geographers Meeting,
8-11 June 2009, Turku, Finland:
participation in three sessions:
Geography of coastal regions and
Rethinking
human/non-human
associations: changing politics of
nature I & II.
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-

The First World Congress of
Environmental History (WCEH) 4-8
August 2009, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Organized a session on Ecological
Imperialism Redefined. Participation in
four other sessions.

-

AAG 2010 Annual Meeting, 14-18
April
2010,
Washington,
D.C.
Participation in sessions: (i) Real
Worlds and Environmental Visions I &
II
(ii) Re-thinking Islandness:
Discursive Spaces and Tidalectics in
Island Worlds - I, II, III

-

Participation in ISISA Islands of the
World
XI:
Celebrating
Island
Connectivities, August 23-26, 2010,
Bornholm, Denmark.

-

Joint meeting with the 2nd Island
Dynamic Conference in Malta, 11-15
May 2011.

-

Joint meeting in ISISA Islands or the
World XII: Globalization: Islands
Adaptation to Change, 29 May-1 June
2012, The Virgin Islands (BVI).

-

IGU Commission on Islands Meeting
with the 3rd Island Dynamics
Conference: Local Actions in a Global
Context,
15-17
January
2013,
Longyearbyen Island, Norway.

-

Joint Meeting with IGU Commission on
Globalization, Marginalization and
Local Response, at Penhu, Taiwan, Oct.
1-4, 2013.

4. Publications
-

The Commission website is regularly
updated:
http://igu-islands.giee.ntnu.edu.tw/

-

Island Studies Journal
http://vre2.upei.ca/islandstudies.ca/jour
nal is managed by Steering Committee
member Godfrey Baldacchino and is

one forum for publication
commission research.

of

-

Endorsement and supporting books and
theme issues on island research.

-

Many publications of Commission
members will be updated on websites.

-

After 2012 Cologne IGU, IGU
Commission on Islands and LOICZ will
look for a publication of the best
presentations. (The local organizer,
Professor
Beate
Ratter,
has
communicated with Dr. Hartwig
Kremer, LOICZ).

5. Continuation (2013-2016)
The name of “the IGU Commission on
Islands” will remain the same as that of
2008-12.
5.1. The main missions of the commission
are:
1) to promote island studies in
geographical sciences among
international geographical research
communities.
2) to provide a platform in connecting
island studies with existing
international programs and island
networks.
3) to promote the study of island
geography in education programs
at all levels, especially, but not
exclusively, in island societies.
4) to support and promote the
publication of island geographic
research.
5) to collaborate with international
and regional organizations to
enhance dialogue on sustainable
development of island societies.
5.2. The steering committee members of the
IGU Commission on Islands will be:
Chang-Yi David Chang, Chair
Eric Clark, Vice Chair
Huei-Min Tsai, Executive Secretary

Godfrey Baldacchino
Maciej Jedrusik
Gerard Persoon
Beate Ratter
Steve Royle
Philip Steinberg
Elaine Stratford
François Taglioni
Randy Thaman
5.3. The tentative work plan of
Commission on Islands will be:

the

1) The 2014 IGU Commission on Islands
meeting, Kraków, Poland. (Local
Organizer: Maciej Jędrusik)
2) IGU Regional Conference 2014
Kraków, Poland, IGU Commission on
Islands will organize sessions in the
conference.
3) The 2015 IGU (commission on Islands
Meeting and Conference, Fiji (Local
Organizer: Randy Thaman)
4) IGU Regional Conference, Moscow,
Russia, August 2015.
5) The 2016 IGU Commission on Islands
Meeting and Conference, Reunion
Island (Local Organizer: Francois
Taglioni)
6) Meetings to be held after 2016 will be
discussed and decided in the
Commission Business Meeting at
Reunion Island.
5.4. The scholarly importance of the
anticipated results of the IGU
Commission on Islands (2013-16) will
be:
1) As bounded arenas, islands have
long facilitated examination of
structural forces and mechanisms
of interaction and change relevant
to vastly broader contexts than the
unique places they are.
2) Bringing these themes together in
synthetic geographic research and
international collaborative projects
is an increasingly urgent task as
humanity navigates its future in a
rapidly and unevenly globalizing
world. The IGU Commission on
193
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Islands seeks to work together with
related IGU Commissions and
other relevant national and
international organizations in
promoting research on and
awareness of island development
issues.
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C12.23 Karst
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Dr Elena TROFIMOVA
Laboratory of Geomorphology
Institute of Geography
Russian Academy of Sciences
29, Staromonetny str.
119017 MOSCOW
RUSSIA
Tel: +7 495 238 03 60
FAX: +7 495 959 00 33
e.trofimova1@gmail.com
eltrofimova@rambler.ru
Vice Chair: Dr Nataša RAVBAR
Karst Research Institute, ZRC SAZU
Titov trg, P.O. Box 59
Si – 6230 POSTOJNA
SLOVENIA
Tel: +386 5 700 19 31
FAX: + 386 5 700 19 99
natasa.ravbar@zrc-sazu.si
Prof. Michael DAY
University of Wisconsin
College of Letters and Science, Department
of Geography
Bolton Hall, P.O. Box 413
US – WI 53201 MILWAUKEE
USA
Tel: 001 414 229 4866
FAX: 001 414 229 3981
mickday@csd.uwm.edu
Dr Amos FRUMKIN
Department of Geography
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Mount Scopus
JERUSALEM
IL – 91905 ISRAEL
Tel: 972 2 99 75 541; 58 83 352; 5883 355
FAX: 929 2 58 20 549
msamos@mscc.huji.ac.il

Dr Martin TRAPPE
Catholic University of Eichstät-Ingolstadt
Department of Physical Geography
Ostenstrasse 18
D-85072 EICHSTÄTT
GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0) 8421-931463
FAX: +49 (0) 8421-931787
martin.trappe@ku-eichstaett.de
mga025@ku-eichstaett.de
Prof. Kyung Sik WOO
Cave Research Institute of Korea
Department of Geology
Kangwon National University
192 1 Hyoja 2 – dong
CHUNCHEON
Kangwondo, 200-701
REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Tel: 82 33 250 85 56
FAX: 82 33 250 85 56
wooks@kangwon.ac.kr
Dr Asami HADA
Department of Geography
College of Humanities and Sciences
Hihon University
Sakurajosui 3-25-40, Setagaya-ku
TOKYO, 156-8550
JAPAN
Tel: 81-3-3264-9868
FAX: 81-3-3703-7833
a_hada@chs.nihon-u.ac.jp
Dr Luiz Eduardo PANISSET
TRAVASSOS
Laboratório De Estudos Ambientais – LEA
Pontificia Unisersidade Católica de Minas
Gerais (PUC Minas)
Laboratório de Estudos Urbanos e Regionais
Av. Itaú 505 – Bairro Dom Bosco – Belo
Horizonte – Brasil
BRASIL – CEP – 30730 – 280
Tel: +5531 341 36 757
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luizepanisset@gmail.com
Dr Eszter TANÁCS
University of Szeged
Department of Climatology and Landscape
Ecology
Egyetem u. 2
P.O. Box 653
HU – 6722 SZEGED
HUNGARY
Tel: 0036 62 343 050
FAX: 0036 62 544-624
nadragulya@geo.u-szeged.hu
Dr Kevin KIERNAN
Lecturer in Conservation Geomorphology
School of Geography and Environmental
Studies
Private Bag 78

University of Tasmania, Hobart,
Tasmania 7001
AUSTRALIA
Tel: +61 362 26 24 61
FAX: +61 362 26 29 89
Kevin.kiernan@utas.edu.au
Dr Radosław DOBROWOLSKI
University of Maria Curie-Sklodowska
Institute of Earth Sciences
Department of Physical Geography and
Palaeogeography
Al. Kraśnicka 2
PL – 20-718 LUBLIN
POLAND
Tel: 48 81 53 75 510 interval 143
rdobro64@gmail.com
rdobro@biotop.umcs.lublin.pl

1.2. Number of Corresponding Members by country as of 1 December 2013:
France

19

Canada

7

Cuba

3

Germany

18

Hungary

7

Czech

3

Iran

18

Poland

6

New Zealand

3

China

16

Croatia

6

The Philippines

3

United Kingdom

15

Israel

5

Romania

2

Slovenia

13

Slovak

5

Switzerland

2

Australia

12

Portugal

4

Turkey

2

Belgium

11

Brazil

4

Vietnam

2

Russia

10

Japan

4

Austria

2

USA

10

The Netherlands

4

Indonesia

2

Italy

8

Ukraine

4

India

1

Spain

8

Bulgaria

3

Korea

1

Total

2. Meetings
2.1. 2012-2013


European
Geosciences
Union
General Assembly, session NH8.6:
Sinkholes; from susceptibility to risk
evaluation and mapping, 22-27 April,
2012, Vienna (Austria), 10 participants.
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Session: “Sinkholes; from susceptibility to
risk evaluation and mapping”
The session aims were to stimulate the
discussion on the state-of-the-art of the
studies on the sinkholes, with special regard
to sinkholes in plain non-karstic areas. Data
about the genetic mechanisms and risk
evaluation and mapping of sinkholes have

both the long-term theoretical and practical
importance.


20th International Karstological
School “Karst forms and processes”,
18-23 June, 2012, Postojna (Slovenia),
136 participants.

The basic idea of the meeting in the course
of 20th Karstological School was to present
the state of recent karstology and to promote
the discussions between participants via set
of lectures, poster sessions and related field
trips to the area of Slovene Classical karst.
Research in the last two decades has
contributed new findings in many topics of
past Schools. Therefore, the 20th IKS was an
opportunity to review our current
understanding of typical karst forms and
processes, to stress the research advances in
the last two decades and to define challenges
and perspectives for the next generation: by,
example, the role of hypogene processes in
speleogenesis, the stipulating role of
weathering processes in the development of
karstification, etc. The majority of
participants were the young investigators
from Europe, Asia, Northern and Southern
America.


32nd International Geographical
Congress, 26-30 August 2012, Cologne
(Germany), 18 participants.

During the Congress in Cologne the work of
two scientific sessions – “Human impacts
and environmental changes in karst” and
“Management and conservation of karst
landscapes” and the field excursion to the
Iserlohn karst area (the German Cave
Museum and the Dechenhöhle cave, as well
as the locality, the so-called Felsenmeer at
Hemer, which is a classical point for karren
in the non-alpine Central Europe) were
organized. The multiple indicators of karst
environmental degradation on the territory
of Europe and Asia were represented both on
the surface of karst massifs, and inside of the
ones. It was marked that the urbanization
puts a significant pressure on the karsts,
especially through the acidifying effect of

the infiltrating contaminated water. As the
result, the importance of landscape longterm ecological research in karst regions in
the 21st century was emphasized.
The List of new Steering Committee and the
state of Commission’s web-site were at the
focus of attention during business meeting
of KC.


V International Workshop on Ice
Cave (IWIC-V), 16-23 September,
2012, Barzio (LC), Valsassina, Grigna
and Milano (Italy), 31 participants.

Workshop on Cave Ice devoted completely
to cave ice explorations.
The materials concerning the cave ice
degradation’s observations were given much
space. These data have a long-time
theoretical and practical implication for the
modelling of environmental development in
21 century.


16th “Karst development
(Karsztfejlődés)” conference, 6-9
June, 2013, Bük (Hungary), 36
participants.

Karst development conference was
organized as the meeting of the young and
the experienced investigators. During the
conference the young karstologists had the
possibility to represent their results of
explorations
and
to
receive
the
recommendations for the future work from
the chief karstologists. The conference
included two field trips, to Rax Mountain
and to Bakony Mts


21st International Karstological
School “Hypogene speleogenesis
(between theory and reality)”, 10-14
June, 2013, Postojna (Slovenia), 125
participants.

The aim of the 21st IKS was to present the
basic hydrogeological and chemical
principles and the processes of hypogene
speleogenesis, as well as the geological
conditions leading to it. Special attention
was paid to the geometry of cave passages
197
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and wall rock features which are often
interpreted as hypogene, but could have as
well formed otherwise, such as in meteoric
floodwater conditions or by dissolution in
contact
with
sediments.
Hypogene
speleogenesis is a new direction of recent
karstology.


16th International Congress of
Speleology “Where history meets
future”, 21-28 July, 2013, Brno (Czech
Republic), 52 participants.

After the conference, 10-12th of August, the
excursion to Akiyoshi Plateau was
organized with the visit of two caves
(Shuhodo and Kagekiyodo), Quarry
Company and the village in the Uvales. The
accent was done to the presentation of
human activities on the Plateau.
2.2. Future Meetings


The Speleological Congress showed the
considerable growth of anthropogenic
pressure in the caves and the increase of
cave environmental changes. It was marked
that the creation of touristic caves is one of
the methods of cave conservation and
protection.

22nd International Karstological
School, June 2014, Postojna, Slovenia
http://iks.zrc-sazu.si
The topics are confirmed in January of
current year.



Regional
Conference
of
the
International Geographical Union:
Traditional Wisdom and Modern
Knowledge for the Earth’s Future, 4-8
August, 2013, Kyoto (Japan), 10
participants.

International conference and Field
without
seminar
“Karst
Boundaries”, 11-15 June 2014,
Trebinje & Dubrovnic, Croatia
http://www.karstwithoutboundaries201
4.org.



VI International Workshop on Cave
Ice, 17-22 August, 2014, Idaho Falls,
Idaho, USA
http://www.iwic-vi.org/index.html



International Geographical Union
Regional
conference
“Changes,
Challenges, Responsibility”, 18–22
August 2014, Krakow,
Poland
http://www.igu2014.org.



“Engineering Geology for Society
and
Territory”,
session
5.7:
“Engineering problems in Karst”, 1519 September 2014, Torino, Italy
http://www.iaeg2014.com/



5th International conference on
Karst, 13-16 October 2014, Malaga,
Spain
http://www.cehiuma.uma.es/en/sika20
14.asp



V
International
“Speleology
and



Geomorphologic and hydrological problems
caused by human activities in different
terrains of the world are the main themes of
Commission’s meeting in the course of the
Regional conference IGU. In particular, the
changes of karst environment observed
during recent years in the field and by the
experimental data were presented and
discussed. New interesting materials were
received by the observations of influence of
the burning out of spring grass to the
limestone weathering: the activity of karst
processes after burning out is increasing in
some times. The same influence on karst
development has the cattle-breeding: the
surfaces, devoid of the vegetation cover, are
the object of intensive karstification.
The Commission’s project “Saving Caves Towards an International Protection System
for Karst Environments” was at the center of
attention during the business meeting.
198
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conference
spelestology”,

November 2014, Naberezhny Chelny,
Russia
http://pro-speleo.ru/index/0-29


23rd International Karstological
School, June 2015, Postojna, Slovenia
http://iks.zrc-sazu.si



International Geographical Union
Regional conference, 2015, Moscow,
Russia
http://www.igu2015.org.



today), prof. Vladimir Kolossov (honorary
guest and participant of the seminar)
emphasized the importance of scientific
collaboration between Commissions and
Task Forces of IGU.

with
3.2. Collaborations
international bodies
-

Karst Commission has the old and
fruitful relations with the International
Union of Speleology (IUS). What is
more, starting from August 2013, prof.
Kyung Sik Woo, member of
Commission’s Steering Committee,
was elaborated by the President of IUS.
The 20th and 21st International
Karstological Schools, III and IV
International conferences “Speleology
and spelestology”, V International
Workshop on Cave Ice, a multitude of
scientific expeditions to the karst
regions of the different countries
(China, Vietnam, Turkey, Australia,
etc.)
were
organized
in
the
collaboration
with
IUS
(with
Commissions “Karst Hydrogeology and
Dr
A.
Speleogenesis”,/chair
Klimchouk/, “Artificial Cavities” /chair
Dr Mario Parise/, “Glacier, Firn and Ice
Cave” /chair prof. Valter Maggi/).

-

The
International
Geological
Correlation programme (IGCP) No
598: “Environmental Change and
Sustainability in Karst Systems” is
under the auspices of UNESCO with the
participation of the International Union
of Geological Sciences. The co-leaders
of programme, prof. Martin Knez and
prof.
Chris
Groves,
are
the
corresponding members of Karst
Commission. Many other colleagues
from Commission are involved in this
project. In summer 2015 is planning the
finishing conference of the project. The
conference will be organized in
Hoffman Environmental Research
Institute, Dept. of Geography and

Multidisciplinary
Conference
on
Sinkholes & the Engineering and
Environmental Impacts of Karst, 510
October
2015,
Rochester,
Minnesota, USA
http://www.sinkholeconference.com

3. Networking
3.1. Collaborations
with
commissions and task forces

other

During the period 2012-2013 some
collaboration has been with Commission
IGU “Environment Evolution”. The
Commission’s corresponding members and
the members of Commission’s Steering
Committee also had a lot of individual
contacts with the members of other
Commissions IGU, especially during the
IGU scientific actions.
The seminar “Climate changes and
problems of human and environment
interactions” held 15 May 2012 at the
Institute of Geography (Russian Academy
of
Sciences),
organized
by
two
Commissions
of
the
International
Geographical
Union:
Environment
Evolution (C08.09) and Karst (C08-23).
26 colleagues from different scientific
institutions of Moscow (Institute of
Geography RAS, Institute of Soil Science
RAS, Institute of Ecology and Evolution of
RAS, named after A.N. Severtsev and
Moscow State University) took part at the
discussions. The president of IGU (as for

other
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Geology,
University.
-

Western

Kentucky

Karst Commission is collaborating
actively with the IUCN (International
Union
for
Conservation
of
Nature)/UNESCO World Commission
on Protected Areas (WCPA), namely,
with the Caves and Karst Task Force of
the WCPA /chair Ms Jay Anderson/.
The collaboration was realized over the
preparation
and
the
technical
assessments of World Natural Heritage
nominations in Europe (“Kungarskaya
Ice Cave”, “Pilot Project on the Dinaric
Karst Serial Nomination, Croatia,
Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Montenegro”) and Asia (“Nature Park
“lena Pillars”). Commission’s members
took part at the Organizing Committee
of IUCN Congress, 6-15 September,
2012, Jeju, Korea.

3.3. Cooperative efforts with the ISSC
and ICSU
During 2012-2013 the corresponding
members of Karst Commission participated
at the meetings and the work of such
professional societies, as the European
Geosciences Union, Associations of
American
Geographers,
Russian
Geographical Society, Association of
Geographical Societies of Slovenia, etc.
The main collaborative efforts of KC:
International Union of Speleology
International
Association
of
Geomorphologists
International Geological Correlation
Program
International Union for Conservation of
Nature
Glaciological association of Russia
International
Association
of
Engineering Geology
Slovenian National Commission for
UNESCO
WWF
200
- 200 -

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters, Journals and Special
Publications
-

20th International Karstological School
“Karst forms and processes”, General
information, programme, field trips,
abstracts. Postojna (Slovenia), Karst
Research Institute, 2012, 80 p.

-

Lena Pillars Nature Park. Potential
World Heritage Property. Moscow:
ANNIE, 2012, 56 p.

-

Proceedings
Conference
Spelestology”,
Naberezhny
Chelny State
2012, 281 p.

-

21st International Karstological School
“Karst forms and processes”, General
information, programme, field trips,
abstracts. Postojna (Slovenia), Karst
Research Institute, 2012, 98 p.

-

Annotated Bibliography of Karst
Publications
No
17-18,
2013:
http://sites.google.com/site/igukarstco
mmission/.

-

Newsletter N 8, dated by 15 April 2012.
Newsletter N 9, dated by 12 June 2012.
Newsletter N 10, dated by 7 August
2012.
Newsletter N11, dated by 20 December
2012.
Newsletter N12, dated by 14 May 2013.
Newsletter N13, dated by 18 July 2013.

-

of III International
and
“Speleology
26-27 November, 2012,
Chelny,
Naberezhny
Pedagogic University,

4.2. Commission Website
http://sites.google.com/site/igukarstcommis
sion/

5. Archival Contributions
Materials and publications are submitted to
the IGU archives

C12.24 Land Degradation and Desertification
1. Membership
Chair:
Dr. Paul F. Hudson
University of Leiden, The Netherlands
p.f.hudson@luc.leidenuniv.nl

Dr. Lea Wittenberg
University of Haifa
Israel
leaw@geo.haifa.ac.il

2. Meetings

Steering Committee:

2.1. 2013 Meetings

Dr. Guðrun Gísladóttir
University of Iceland
ggisla@hi.is



Mr. Owen Graham
(co-secretary, web master)
Consultant, Australia
owen.comland@gmail.com
Dr. Takashi Oguchi (co-secretary)
University of Tokyo, Japan
oguchi@csis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Dr. Greg Okin
University of California Los Angeles
USA
okin@ucla.edu
Dr. Gregor Ollesch
Flussgebietsgemeinschaft Elbe
Germany
gregor.ollesch@fgg-elbe.de
Dr. Hugo Romero
University of Santiago
Chile
hromero@uchilefau.cl
Dr. Kate Rowntree
Rhodes University
South Africa
k.rowntree@ru.ac.za
Dr. Xavier Ubeda
University of Barcelona
Spain
xubeda@ub.edu
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IGU Regional
Japan

Congress,

Kyoto,

The COMLAND session entitled "Land
Degradation in a Changing Environment"
attracted thirteeen diverse papers, including
papers presented by COMLAND members.
The main topics included: landslide
magnitude, frequency, hazard and modelling
in Japan and Taiwan; drainage basin
development in the Arabian Peninsula; GIS
analysis of land use in China; La Niña in
South America; soil degradation in Morocco
as well as in Patagonia; historic iron
smelting as well as dry land water logging in
India, and land use change in Sardinia. All
were well received by an interested
audience.


COMLAND Field trip by Prof. dr.
Hiroshi Suwa: Kii Peninsula, Japan

Dr. Hiroshi Suwa led a multi-day field trip
to the Kii Peninsula (South of Osaka).
Participants examined and studied land slide
(mass movement) activity that had impacted
villages, transport infrastructure and the
natural environment (see photographs
below, complements of Dr. Takashi
Oguchi). Research activities to predict and
map mass movement were evaluated.
Remedial construction and stabilisation
measures in valleys and on hillsides were
also inspected. Participants learnt of the
human toll and societal dislocation directly
from slides. Local culture was also
highlighted and this helped participants'
- 201 -

understanding of the complex local issues.
Dr. Hiroshi was formally congratulated on a
well organized and enjoyable field trip.


COMLAND Award 2013

Following the Kyoto Regional Conference
and COMLAND Field Trip to the Kii
Peninsula, Prof. Dr. Hiroshiwa Suwa was
nominated for a COMLAND Award. The
Award was on the basis of a long history of
scholarly research manifest by presentations
at IGU COMLAND meetings, active and
spirited past participation in field trips and
most particularly for his role in organising
and leading the scientifically and culturally
comprehensive Kii Peninsula field trip
focusing on landslides (mass movement).


IAG Congress in Paris, France
(August 2013)

COMLAND co-organized special sessions
with the Human Impacts on Landscapes
Working Group at the International
Association of Geomorphology Congress in
Paris, France. The human impact sessions
extended over two days, and included over a
hundred oral and poster presentations. The
presentations were further subdivided into
appropriate themes, including urban rivers
and geomorphology, landscape change, and
historic changes on geomorphic processes.
2.2. Future Meetings


The regional IGU Conference in
Krakow: August 18 – 22, 2014

COMLAND Commission participation: In
addition to COMLAND paper sessions
organized along the main theme of
COMLAND, COMLAND will also sponsor
a pre-congress field trip to the Western
Carpathian. The field trip is organized by Dr.
Pawel Prokop of the Polish Academy of
Sciences. All information is available via the
main web site for the Krakow meeting, as
well as the COMLAND web site
(http://www.comland.org/)
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Tasmania, Australia: October 2014

In late October 2014, COMLAND will hold
a joint Conference/Meeting with the
Environment Institute of Australia and New
Zealand (EIANZ) in Hobart, Australia. The
meeting will be preceded by a five day field
trip to study local environmental issues in
Southern and Central Tasmania including
Forestry sustainability and research, land
degradation and conflicting land uses in the
Central Highlands, degradation from
historic mining and current day management
and remediation in Queenstown and a study
of the South West World Heritage
Wilderness. Partnering organisations will
include Forestry Tasmania, University of
Tasmania, the mine operator and regulator
in Queenstown and NRM South.


Moscow Regional IGU 2015

COMLAND will organize special sessions
at the IGU Moscow Regional Congress. A
sponsor has not yet been identified.


Beijing IGU Congress 2016

COMLAND will sponsor sessions for the
Beijing Congress. Prof. dr. Xiaoping Yang
(Chinese Academy Sciences) has tentatively
agreed to sponsor a COMLAND workshop.

3. Networking
Co-organized geomorphology sessions at
the
International
Association
of
Geomorphology (IAG) in Paris, to include
an edited special issue

4. Publications
In Progress:
-

An edited and refereed special issue of
Journal of Environmental Management
from the COMLAND sessions at the
Santiago Congress and Cologne
Congress. The issue is forthcoming in
2014. (All papers have been peer
203
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reviewed, revised or rejected, and
accepted manuscripts resubmitted)

sessions organzied at forthcoming IGU
meetings in Krakow, Moscow, and Beijing.

An edited and refereed special issue of
Zeitschrift fur Geomorphologie from
the COMLAND co-organized special
sessions at the IAG Paris Congress in
August 2014. (Papers are now being
submitted)

5. Archival Contributions
COMLAND's new web site (in progress)
archives older reports, list of awards, and
information on conferences:
http://www.comland.org

Future Projects: COMLAND anticipates
further special issues as a result of special

204
- 203 -

C12.25 Landscape Analysis and Landscape Planning
1. Membership
Chair: Professor Nodar Elizbarashvili
Head of Department of Regional Geography
and Landscape Planning
Tbilisi State University
Vice-President of Geographical Society of
Georgia
0128, Chavchavadze av.3, TSU, Tbilisi,
Georgia
Phone: (995 99) 410804
Fax: (995 32) 253313
E-mail: nelizbarashvili@yahoo.com
Vice Chair: Professor Kirill Chistyakov
Head of Department of Physical Geography
and Landscape Planning of St.-Petersburg
State University
Vice-President of Geographical Society of
Russia
199178 V.O., 10 line, d. 33, St-PSU
St-Petersburg, Russia
Phone: +7812-3233913
Fax: +7812-3284159
E-mail: kirill.chistyakov@gmail.com
Assoc. Prof Marine Elbakidze
Faculty of Geography
Ivan Franko National University of L’viv,
Ukraine
School for Forest Engineers
Faculty of Forest Sciences
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Skinnskatteberg, Sweden
Chornovola 95-53, 79020 Lviv
Ukraine
Phone: +380322527064
E-mail: marine.elbakidze@smsk.slu.se
Professor Per Krister Angelstam
Faculty of Forest Sciences of Swedish
University of Agricultural sciences
PO Box 43, SE-739 21
Skinnskatteberg, Sweden
Phone: + 46 (0)70-2444971
Fax:+46(0)222-34971

E-mail: per.angelstam@slu.se
Professor Ramiz Mammadov
Deputy Director, Institute of Geography
Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan
Baku, 370143, Gusein Djavid av.31
Azerbaijan
Phone: (99412) 4393541
Fax: (99412) 4393541
E-mail: ramiz.mamedov@geo.ab.az
Professor Ashot Khoetsyan
Yerevan State University
Koghbatsy 2 str. apt. 56
0010 Yerevan, Armenia
Phone: (374 91) 41-36-68
Fax: (374 10) 55-46-41
E-mail: akhoetsian@ysu.am
Dr. Heino Meessen
Centre for Development and Environment
of Bern University
Hallerstrasse 10, CH-3012
Bern, Switzerland
Phone: +41(0)316318822/3059
Fax: +41(0)316318544
E-mail: heino.meessen@cde.unibe.ch
New commission members approved
2013:
Professor Sung-Kyum
Department of Landscape Architecture and
Rural System Engineering
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
Seoul National University, KOREA.
599 Gwanak-ro, Gwanak-gu, Seoul
151-921, KOREA
Phone: 82-10-6700-2121
E-mail: sung@snu.ac.kr
Professor, Rana P.B. Singh
Department of Geography
Faculty of Science
Banaras Hindu University
Varanasi (India)
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Vice-President & Chief Editor ALCA Asian Cultural Landscape Association.
New F-7, Jodhpur Colony, Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi, UP 221005 (India);
Phone: +091-542-670-1387 & -1386
Fax: +091-542-2368010
E-mail: ranapbs@gmail.com



Dr. Eugene Lopatin
School of Forest Sciences
University of Eastern Finland
P.O. Box 111, FI-8010, Joensuu, Finland.
Phone: +358 (0)50 4422923
E-mail: eugene.lopatin@uef.fi



Pablo Garrido
School for Forest Management
Faculty of Forest Sciences
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
PO Box 43, SE-739 21
Skinnskatteberg, Sweden
E-mail: Pablo.garrido@slu.se



2. Meetings



2.1. 2012-2013:










International
conference
(Tbilisi,
Georgia,
2012):
Sustainable
management of a bio variety on South
Caucasus (WWF Caucasus). (there
were 3 members of the commission)
International
conference
(Tbilisi,
Georgia, 2012): National Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans updating in
South Caucasus Countries ( REC
Caucasus, GIZ). (there were 2 members
of the commission)
International
conference
(skinnskatteberg, Sweden, 2013): „A
week about sustainable landscapes in
Bergslagen“ (there were 5 members of
the commission)
International
conference
(Tbilisi,
Georgia, 2013): Marsh ecosystems of
the Colchis lowland - protection and
rational use (there were 4 members of
the commission)
The 3-rd International Geography
Symposium, Kemer, TURKEY, 2013.







(there were 4 members of the
commission)
Modern problems of geography”
Dedicated to the 80th Anniversary of
the Foundation of the Institute of
Geography., Tbilisi, Georgia, 2013.
(there were 5 members of the
commission)
“Geomorphology and Paleogeography
of Polar Regions” Joint Conference,
Symposium “Leopoldina” and INQUA
Peribaltic working group Workshop.
Russia, Saint-Petersburg, SPbSU, 9-17
September, 2012. (there were 4
members of the commission)
ADVANCED RESEARCH
WORKSHOP: “Environmental security
of the European cross-border energy
supply
infrastructure”
NATO
SCIENCE FOR PEACE AND
SECURITY PROGRAMME, Russia,
Moscow, 30-31.10.2012.
Ecosystems
of
Central
Asia:
research, conservation, management:
XI
International
Ubsu-Nuur
Symposium (03-08 July 2012, Kyzyl,
Russia).
Down To Earth. 32nd International
Geographical Congress, Cologne, 2012.
(there were 3 members of the
commission)
International
Scientific
Conference
dedicated
to
the
100th
anniversary
of L.N. Gumilev "Scientific heritage of
L.N.
Gumilev:
origins,
evolution,
problems
of
perception "(St. Petersburg,
23 October 2012). (there were 2
members of the commission)
XV Glaciological Symposium "Moder
n
variability
of
the
Earth's
Cryosphere"
4-7
June
2012,
Arkhangelsk, Russia.

2.2. Future Meetings
The regional congress, Krakow, Poland - a
discussed subject: forest landscapes and
Society.

206
- 205 -

3. Networking
3.1. Collaborations
with
commissions and task forces
-

other

Mountain Commission
Commission of Land Degradation and
Desertification

3.2. Collaborations
with
international bodies

other

WWF, UNDP (GEF), STCU, GTZ, CAMP
(Central Asian Mountain Partnership),
ALCA, UNEP (TEEB), SNSF (Swiss
National Science Foundation, The Mountain
Research
Initiative),
NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHY,
IODE,
NCCR-JACS
(National Centre of Competence In
Research North-South), IFLA (International
Federation of Landscape Architects), etc.

4. Publications
Elizbarashvili N. etc. (2012). Geography of
Georgia (Textbook). - Clio publishing
house, Tbilisi, 264 p. (in Georgian)
Elizbarashvili N. etc. (2012). Geography of
The Word (Textbook). - Clio publishing
house, Tbilisi, 263 p. (in Georgian)
Elizbarashvili N. etc. (2012). The Global
Geography (Textbook). - Clio publishing
house, Tbilisi, 264 p. (in Georgian)
Elizbarashvili N., etc. (2012). Landscape
planning of new protected territories of
Central Caucasus Mountains. Monograph,
Tbilisi, Universal Publishing house, - 131 p.
(in Georgian )
Elizbarashvili N. (2012). Map - Functions
of landscapes of Georgia. National atlas of
Georgia. Scale 1:1500000, “Kartografiya “Publishing house, Tbilisi, - 131 p. (in
Georgian)
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Elizbarashvili N. (2012). Map - Population
density of Georgia (on landscapes). National
atlas of Georgia. The card, Scale 1:1500000,
“Kartografiya” - Publishing house, Tbilisi, 131 p. (in Georgian)
Elizbarashvili N., etc. (2012). Military
geography of Georgia. Monograph,,
Tbilisi, Universal Publishing house, - 294 p.
(in Georgian)
Elizbarashvili N., etc. (2013). Nature of
Georgia. Monograph, Tbilisi, L Palette
Publishing house, 296 p. (in Georgian)
Elizbarashvili N. etc. (2012). Probabilistic
estimates in geographical forecasts. News of
the Russian Academy of Sciences. Series
geographical. 2012, No. 5, p. 59-64. (in
Russian)
Elizbarashvili N. K. (2013). Functions of
mountain landscapes of Georgia. In the
collection
international
scientific
conferences: Structural Dynamical features,
current state and problems of optimization
of landscapes. – Voronezh, 2013, p. 77 – 82.
(in Russian)
Elizbarashvili N., etc. (2012). Function and
Sustainability of Mountains Landscapes of
Georgia. SEEmore Conference 2012:
Mountain Resources and Their Response to
Global Change, 5-8 July 2012, Ankara,
Turkey.
Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G.(2013). Main
principles and results of landscape planning
of new protected area in Central Caucasus
(Georgia). 5th Symposyum for research in
protected areas - International Conference
Volume.- Mitterspil, Austria, p/171-174.
Elizbarashvili N., (2013). Geographical
Barriers and ”Georgian Landscape’.
International scientific
conference:
”Space,Society, Politics” – Tbilisi., p. 221229.
Elizbarashvili N., Kupatadze B. 100 Sights
of Georgia (2012). Monograph. - Tbilisi,
”Klio”, - 120 pp.
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Chistyakov K., Ganushkin D. High
mountain geo system response on climate
change in Altai-Tuva region // Down To
Earth. 32nd International Geographical
Congress Book of Abstracts, Cologne, 2012.
– P.386.
Chistyakov K. Dynamics of the nival-glacial
systems of the mountain massifs of the
Eastern Altai and Western Tuva // Down To
Earth. 32nd International Geographical
Congress Book of Abstracts, Cologne, 2012.
– P.389.
Chistyakov K. The historical geography of
the landscapes of South Siberia. //XV
International Conference of Historical
Geographers.
6-10.08.2012
Prague,
Czechia. Charles University in Prague,
Faculty of Science. Prague, Czechia,
2012. P. 147. (Abstracts )
Markus Egli, Sofia Lessovaia, Kirill
Chistyakov,
Svyatoslav
Inozemzev.
Microclimate affects soil chemical and
mineralogical properties of cold-alpine soils
of the Altai Mountains (Russia) // Abstract
of European Geoscience Union General
Assembly 2013, Vienna, Austria 07-12
April 2013, Vol. 15, EGU2013-1577
Mongun-Taiga/K.V massif. Chistyakov, D.
A. Ganyushkin, I.G. Moskalenko, etc.
Under the editorship of K.V. Chistyakov.
SPb.: "Art Express", 2012. - 310 pp, about
silt.
Glebova A. B., Chistyakov K. V. Ethnos and
landscapes in the history of development of
the South of Siberia in the early Iron Age. //
Materials of the International scientific
conference devoted to the 100 anniversary
since the birth of L.N. Gumilyov "L.N.
Gumilyov's scientific heritage: sources,
evolution, perception problems" (St.
Petersburg, on October 2-3, 2012). SPB.
2012. p. 121 – 126.
Kotlyakov V. M., Chistyakov K.V. Drozdov
A.V. Tishkov A.A. To 90-year anniversary

of the classic of physical geography – A.G.
Isachenko. News of the Russian Academy of
Sciences. Series geographical. 2012. No. 4.
p. 116-118.
Glebova A.B. Chistyakov K.V. Spatial
features of development of Altai. News of
the Russian geographical society. 2013. T.
145. No. 2. p. 37-49
Angelstam A., Elbakidze M., etc. (2013).
Knowledge Production and learning for
Sustainable Landscapes: Forewords by the
Researches and Stakeholders. AMBIO,
volume XLII, number 2, p.111-115.
Angelstam A., Elbakidze M., etc. (2013).
Learning about the history of landscape use
for the future: Consequences for ecological
and social systems in Swedish Bergslagen.
AMBIO doi: 10.1007/sl3280-012-0369-z.
Angelstam A., Elbakidze M., etc. (2013).
Knowledge Production and learning for
Sustainable Landscapes: Seven Steps Using
Social-Ecological Systems as Laboratories.
AMBIO, 42:116-128.
Angelstam A., Elbakidze M., etc. (2013).
Measurement, Collaborative Learning and
Research for Sustainable Use of Ecosystem
Services: Landscape concepts and Europe as
Laboratory. AMBIO, volume XLII, number
2, p.129-145.
Khachatryan S., Khoetsyan A., Principles of
spatio-temporal evaluation and the causeand-effect relations of desertification in
Republic of Armenia (RA) 32-nd.
International Geographical Congress Book
of Abstracts, Cologne 2012, 319 p.
Khoetsian A., Khachatryan S., The
Modeling of Natural and Socio-economic
Factors of Desertificikation and its
Particularity for the Republic of Armenia,
The
3-rd
International
Geography
Symposium, June 10-13 , Kemer TURKEY,
2013. 181 p.
Khoetsian A., Khachatryan S. Principles of
landscape planning in mountainous regions
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(on the regional level). International
scientific conference on “Modern problems
of geography” Dedicated to the 80th
Anniversary of the Foundation of the
Institute of Geography., Tbilisi, Georgia,
2013. pp.71-77.
Khoetsian A., Gevorgyan L. Succession and
trends of the development of natural
ecosystems of the Republic of Armenia
under the impact of climate change.
“Biodiversity and wildlife conservation
ecological issues”. - Yerevan, 2013 p. 320323
Singh, Rana P.B. 2012. Cultural Geography,
India, 2008-12; Country Report, 2008-2012.
For the 32nd International Geographical
Congress, Cologne, Germany (August 2630, 2012). Indian National Science
Academy, New Delhi 110 002: pp. 81-96.

Singh, Rana P.B. 2013 c. Rural Cultural
Landscapes of India. Chinese Landscape
Architecture (ISSN: 1000-6664; Beijing)
2013 November, vol. 29, No 215.11: pp. 1824.

5. Mission of the Commission for
2014-2015
1.
2.
3.

4.

General methodology of landscape
planning,
Methodology of studying of
cultural landscape,
Landscape
Trans-boundary
analysis and Planning in Caucasus
(Georgia-Russia-ArmeniaAzerbaijan), and in Scandinavia
(Russia-Finland-Sweden).
Preparation and realization of the
project: the Alps and Caucasus
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C12.26 Land Use and Land Cover Change
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Prof Ivan Bicik
Department of Social Geography and
Regional Development
Faculty of Science, Charles University
Albertov 6, 128 43 Prague 2
Czech Republic
Fax: +42-24919778
bicik@prfdec.natur.cuni.cz
Prof. Dan Balteanu
Institute of Geography
D. Racovita 12, 023993
Sector 2, Bucharest
Romania
Tel: +4 021 313 59 90
Fax: +4 021 311 12 42
igar@geoinst.ro
Dr. Gambhir Singh Chauhan
University Grants Commission
Central Regional Office
Tawa Complex, Bittan Market
E-5 Arera Colony, Bhopal-462016
India
Tel: (+91)0755-2467418,
(+91)07552467892
Fax: (+91)0755-2467893
chauhanugc@gmail.com
Prof. Matej Gabrovec
Anton Melik Geographical Institute
Department of Geographic Information
Systems
P. B. 306, SI-1001 Ljubljana
Slovenia
Tel: +386 1 470 63 60
matej@zrc-sazu.si
Prof. Ernan Rustiadi
Center for Regional Systems Analysis,
Planning and Development (CrestPent)
Bogor Agricultural University

Damarga Campus 16001 Bogor
Indonesia
Tel: +62 251 374 055
Fax: +62 251 374 055
ernan@indo.net.id
Prof. Helmut Geist
School of Geosciences
University of Aberdeen
Elphinstone Road, Aberdeen
AB24 3UF
Scotland, UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1224 272 342
h.geist@abdn.ac.uk
Prof. Ján Feranec
Institute of Geography
Slovak Academy of Sciences
Stefanikova 49, 814 73
Bratislava Slovakia
Tel: +421-2-57510219
Fax: +421-2-5249 1340
feranec@savba.sk
Prof. Chandra P. Giri
U.S. Geological Survey
Earth Resources Observation and Science
Center
Sioux Falls, SD 57198 USA
Tel: (605) 594-6903
Fax: (605) 594-6529
cgiri@usgs.gov
Prof. U. A. Chandrasena
Department of Geography
Faculty of Social Sciences
University of Kelaniya
Sri Lanka
uac_c@ yahoo.com
Prof. Keichi Kimoto
Department of Liberal Arts
Hiroshima Jogakuin University
Japan
kx.7.koichi@gmail.com
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Italy
Tel: 0039 348 30 39 718
lucasimone_rizzo@libero.it,
lucasimone.rizzo@unipd.it

Dr. Luca S. Rizzo
Department DISSGeA -section: Geography
University of Padua
Via del Santo 26, Padova, 35123

1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of corresponding members per country:
Australia

3

France

3

Laos

1

Romania

1

Austria

4

Finland

3

Mexico

2

Russia

7

Bangladesh

2

Germany

6

Malaysia

2

Singapore

1

Belgium

1

Ghana

2

Mongolia

3

Slovenia

2

Brazil

1

Hong Kong

2

Nepal

1

Slovak Republic

2

Brunei

1

India

23

Netherlands

2

South Africa

5

Canada

7

Indonesia

3

New Zealand

3

Spain

3

Chile

1

Iran

2

Nigeria

3

Sri Lanka

3

China

25

Ireland

2

Pakistan

2

Sweden

2

Colombia
Czech
Republic
Denmark

1

Italy

4

Palestine

1

Switzerland

2

14

Jamaica

1

Philippines

1

Taiwan

2

1

Japan

43

Poland

2

Ukraine

2

Ecuador

1

Korea

6

Portugal

12

UK

10

Unfortunately, these numbers can be slightly
incorrect. Some members of commission are
not already active, some of them have
changed e-mail addresses and all contacts,
so it´s not possible to contact them anymore.
Our suggestion is to rebuild this members
list by new registration of interested
members during next IGC and after congress
via web form.

2. Meetings
2.1. International Geographical Congress
2012
IGU LUCC commission activities were
divided into several parts during the IGC in
Cologne: a scientific program (1) and
congress business meeting (2).

Four scientific LUCC sessions was attended
by 80 researchers (and not only from IGU
LUCC commision members) and over 30
papers were presented and discussed during
these meetings.
There were also realized two business
meetings in Cologne. Notes from discussion
in second one gives information about future
work of the LUCC commission (recorded by
Chair Ivan Bicik):
2nd
business
meeting
of
IGU
LUCCSteering Committee (SC), August
29, Cologne
Participants: Balteanu, Bičík, Gabrovec,
Feranec, Milanova, + 3 guests
After discussion there was decided to renew
prof. Geist´s appeal for active membership
211
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in steering committee (task for current
chair).
Four present members of IGU LUCC
steering committee will continue in next
period 2012-2016, as well as absent
members G.S.Chauhan, H. Geist and
Qiuhao Huang; new member will be prof. J.
Feranec (Slovakian Academy of Science,
Geographical Institute in Bratislava). There
was also agreed that one new member will
be named by Russian delegation and one
from North/Latin America (will be
delegated later). Vice-president prof.
Himiyama will be asked for nomination of
one member from his SLUAS project.
If prof. Geist won´t be willing to become a
chair (will be solved till September 30th
2012), commission will be led by prof.
Bicik).
According to recommendation of SC
members and to agreement of speakers all
papers from Cologne will be published at
IGU LUCC website. Larger popularization
of LUCC research results will be guaranteed
by this publishing.
Commission will continue in tradition of
LUCC Atlases publishing. Volume VII
(focused on LUCC of Czechia and Slovakia)
will be published in October 2012 by
Charles University in Prague, Faculty of
Science. Who is interested, please contact
prof. Bicik (bicik@natur.cuni.cz). Another
volumes will be published in 2013; Volume
VIII (focused on Asia states) will be edited
by prof. Himiyama (Japan), Volume IX
(focused on Europe) will be published again
in Czechia (editor prof. Bicik). Volume X
would be published in 2014. More
information about atlases and possibilities of
cooperation and/or publishing will be put
out
at
commission´s
website
(www.luccprague.cz)
Chair also asked all present members for
regular sending of IGU/LUCC relevant
information; all notices etc. will be
publishedat commission´s website and
regular annual newsletters

During discussion there was recommended,
that except regular participation at Regional
Congresses (Kjoto –Japan 2013, Krakow –
Poland 2014, Moscow –Russia 2015)
special IGU/LUCC seminars should be
organized once a year. In 2013 special
seminar will be organize by occasion of
summer school (NASA + ESA) in Prague
(June 2013, Charles University in Prague,
Faculty of Science). Another seminar will be
in Bucurest (Romania) in 2014, it will be
organized by Geographical institute of the
Roman Academy of Science.
Finally, chair thanked all meeting
participants for correct and friendly talks
and cooperation in last four years. He also
asked for more intense cooperation in next
period 2012 –2016.
2.2. IGU LUCC regional Prague meeting
(June 20 to 22)
This meeting was organized by IGU LUCC
commission in cooperation with Charles
University in Prague (Faculty of Science).
About 25 researchers from European
countries (Czechia, Slovakia, Romania,
Poland, Spain, Russia and Hungary) visited
this event. During this meeting there were
also presented papers by two leaders of
newly formed network SCERIN – Petya
Campbell and Garik Gutman (NASA). The
idea of connect IGU LUCC meeting with
SCERIN activities (below) was very fruitful
and evolved in team of authors who are
preparing book which will be published in
Springer publishing house in 2014.
Lines below reveal close connection of
SCERIN topics with land use/land cover
changes and therefore it promises very
fruitful cooperation in next years.
SCERIN (South-Central European Regional
International Network)is an informal
network of scientists and other professionals
based in the region or with scientific
interests in the region of South Eastern and
Central Europe. It is also one of the regional
networks of the GOFC-GOLD panel
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(Global Observation of Forest and Land
Cover Dynamics).
SCERIN organized in June 17-21 in Prague
workshop entitled “Monitoring Land Cover
Changes & Forest Condition" and as the
adjoining events some parts of SCERIN
program were connected with IGU LUCC
seminar.
2.3. IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto,
August 2013
The IGU Commission on Land Use and
Cover Changes realized five sessions on
which were presented about 25 papers,
altogether attended by more over than 50
researchers, mostly from Japan and Eastern
Asia, but also from Europe.
Kyoto IGU LUCC meetings themes:
1. Classification of classes and categories
in land use/land cover (LUCC);
2. Regional LUCC studies from different
countries;
3. Interaction of regional/local
development and LUCC;
4. Globalization and LUCC;
5. Historical changes in LUCC in
regional, state and global levels.
2.4. Summary
If we summarize interest in land use/land
cover topics during the very last IGU
congresses (Tel Aviv, Santiago de Chile,
Cologne, Kyoto), we can state that during
each event about 4-5 IGU LUCC sessions
were organized (with 4-5 speakers on each
of them). On the average it is about 20-35
presenting researchers on each meeting,
number of listeners varies from 10-40 at
each meeting. From this point of view it is
possible to say that land use/land cover field
of study represents one of the most popular
IGU activities. Moreover it is necessary to
point out that similar topics also were
presented on meetings of other IGU
commissions, of course from the different
ngle on studied LUCC problematic
(geoinformatics, local and regional

development, rural
development etc.).

and

sustainable

2.5. Future Meetings – 2014
From 23rd-26th June 2014 6th LUCC
seminar will be in Bucharest, Romania (2
days oral presentations and poster section, 2
days excursion into region with very specific
land use/land cover changes. Seminar is
organized by one of steering committe
member prof. Dan Balteanu (director of
Geographic institute, Romanian Academy
of Science)
Regional IGU Congress in Krakow,
Poland: This event is organized by polish
organizing committee in cooperation with
Ivan
Bičík,
head
of
IGU/LUCC
Commission. We asked minimally 4 special
meetings oriented on the LUCC topics and
one term for business meeting.

3. Networking
with
other
3.1. Collaboration
international and inter- and multidisciplinary groups
The 4th Prague LUCC meeting (June 2013)
combined sessions with special network
LUCC for Middle and East European
Countries (some 50 participants),some
speakers participated as in SCERIN as in
IGU/LUCC meeting. Network SCERIN was
founded by ESA and NASA, and that event
was the second after Sofia 2012. In this
event there was realized lesson for
participants about activity of IGU/LUCC
and also about investigation realized in
Czechia in LUCC after 2010.
On this occasion there was organized the
exhibition of scientific posters from five
Czech and Slovak research institutes with 14
posters focused on LUCC topics. These
posters were also used for two months
exhibition in Faculty of Science and next in
November 2013 during ESRI GIS annual
Conference in Prague, where more than 600
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participants had opportunity to study these
posters.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters, books etc.




Newsletter No. 14 (2012)
Newsletter No. 15 (2013)
BIČÍK et al. (2012). Vývoj využití
ploch v Česku. Land use development
in Czechia. Edice geographica, Czech
Geographic Society, Prague, 250 p.,
120 maps and cartograms. (during these
months new innovative english version
is being prepared; going to be published
in autumn 2014 in Springer Publishing
Houseupon name„Land-cover and landuse change in Eastern Europe 19902010: Impacts of the breakup of the
Soviet Union .“)



HIMIYAMA, Y., BIČÍK, I. eds. (2012):
Land Use / Cover Changes in Selected
Regions in the World, Volume VI. IGULUCC Research Reports, IGU-LUCC,
Charles University in Prague.



BIČÍK,
I.,
HIMIYAMA,
Y.,
FERANEC, J., ŠTYCH, P. eds. (2012):
Land Use / Cover Changes in Selected
Regions in the World. Volume VII.
IGU/LUCC, Faculty of Science,
Charles University in Prague and
Hokkaido University of Education,
Asahikawa, p. 80 (published in
November 20th, 2012)

There was published in print 250 pieces of
Atlas Vol. VII, thematically focused on
Czechia: about 50 pieces were sent by mail,
another 100 pieces were distributed on the
occasions of different seminars and
conferences (Kyoto 2013, Prague 2012,
ESEH in Berlin 2013 etc.), about 30 pieces
were distributed for universities and
institutions in Czechia.
Also there are planned next Volumes of
Atlas „Land Use / Cover Changes in
Selected Regions in the world: Volume VIII
is prepared by vice president Yukio
Himiyama in Japan, Volume IX is in
progress in Prague at Faculty of Science in
cooperation with Center of Excellency in
Historical Geography.
4.2. Period’s Publications
The Commission has been extremely active,
and successful, in publication. The above list
only shows those that have been published
by direct involvement of the Commission.
The number of publications by each member
far exceeds it.
4.3. Commission Website
www.luccprague.cz

5. Archival Contributions
IGU LUCC Commission report 2008-2012
Newsletter 14
Newsletter 15
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C12.27 Latin American Studies
1. Background
The Committee on Latin American Studies,
aims to study Latin America in his space and
time as well as the socio-spatial
transformations that have been taking place
in our continent, from a critical perspective
with endogenous relationships (intra continental) and exogenous to other
continents or sub-continents (North America
and Europe).
We have plenty interest in analysing power
relations between the political organization
of society and geographical space at various
scales which often generates crises and
changes which are transformed into a new
complexity in Latin America.
The Latin American Geography is no
stranger to all the world events. In the past
our new nation-states began to inventory its
natural resources, to organize their
territories according to their changing needs
of its ruling class, for this geography, with a
mapping profile was the main weapon of
domination as it was also in the colonial
centuries on indigenous peoples and racial,
religious minorities. These transformations
produce culture and everyday cultural
practices of individuals and groups,
expressed in institutions, subjectivities and
social movements.
The project baselines are based on building
relationships with the various regional or
global organizations that deal with
education, economy and state policies at
regional and global levels. Start with the UN
system (CEPA, UNU, UNEP, UNDP,
UNESCO and others). The relationship
would have with the ISSC (International
Council for Social Sciences) body attached
to UNESCO would be focused to do
together events and research in the near
future , there is also the possibility of a
relationship with other body as FLACSO
(Faculty Latin American Social Science)

which is a Latin American think tank,
CLASCO (Latin American Council of
Social Sciences) is a network of research
centers in Latin America , we consider very
important the relationship with the OAS
(Organization of American States),
specifically with its Geographic research
executive body which is the Pan American
Institute of Geography and History (IPGH ),
with the commission of Geography.
The Meeting of Latin American
Geographers (EGAL) is the highest Latin
American event that is the result of this
expectation we have Latin American
geographers to achieve production from
Latin America to the world, so every two
years since 1987, the EGAL are made, the
first one in Águas de São Pedro, organized
by the Universidade Estadual Paulista
(UNESP) within the state of São Paulo,
Brazil. After have been conducted every 2
years in Uruguay (Montevideo, 1989),
Mexico (Toluca, 1991), Venezuela (Mérida,
1993), Cuba (Havana, 1995), Puerto Rico
(San Juan, 1997), Argentina (Buenos Aires,
1999), Chile (Santiago, 2001), Mexico
(Merida, 2003), Brazil (São Paulo, 2005),
Colombia
(Bogotá, 2007), Uruguay (Montevideo,
2009), Costa Rica (San José, 2011), 2013
took place in Lima, Peru EGAL XIV, in
which the UGI was the main sponsor.
There are other events that are antecedents
that continue to be important for its
importance in geography, as the Latin
American Meetings of Students of
Geography (ELEG) Georayzal (Network
Geographers
Latin
America
root),
International
Meetings
Humboldt
(Humboldt Red).
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2. Membership
2.1. Executive Committee
Juan Manuel Delgado
Unión Geográfica Internacional – Perú
President
juanmanueldelgado@gmail.com,
juan.delgado@ugiperu.org
Dr Horacio Capel
Universidad de Barcelona, España
Vice President
hcapel@ub.edu
Dra Maria Teresa Paes
UNICAMP, Brasil
Vice President
paes.tereza@gmail.com
Javier Núñez Villalba
Universidad Mayor San Andrés, Bolivia
Secretary
jnunezvillalba@gmail.com
Marcelo Lagos López
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile
mlagoslo@uc.cl
2.2. General Assembly
Dr Gustavo Montañez
Universidad Externado, Colombia
Dr Ruy Moreira
Universidad Federal Fluminense, Brasil
Dr Jose Luis Palacio Prieto
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
Dr André Robert Martins
Universidad de Sao Paulo, Brasil
Dr. Rene Rego
Universidad de la Habana, Cuba
Dr. Luis A. Oliveros Lakoma
Embajada de Perú en Bolivia, Cancillería
del Perú
Mg. Javier Bautista Ortiz
Colectivo de Estudios Geopolíticos Pangea
Mg Nicolás Schneider
Pontifica Universidad Católica de Chile
Dra Georgina Calderón

Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
Mg. Pablo Mansilla
Universidad Federal Fluminense, Brasil
Ing. Geog. Raquel Verenitse V.
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Ecuador
Geog. José Osejo Maury
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Perú
Geog. Ignacio Rojas
Universidad de Playa Ancha, Chile
Dr. Gonzalo Yurkievich
Universidad de Mar del Plata, Argentina
Geog. Astrid Nicole Ng
Asociación de Geógrafos Americanos, AAG
Geog. José Antonio Mora Calderón
Universidad de Costa Rica
Mg. Fredy Morales
Universidad de la Habana, Cuba
Mg. Rodolfo Quiroz
Universidad Alberto Hurtado, Chile
Mg. Jorge Forero
Universidad de los Andes, Venezuela
Mg Bladimir Rodríguez
Universidad Externado, Colombia
Geog. Cristina Bonilla
Pontificia
Universidad
Católica
de
Valparaíso, Chile
Mg. Jorge Adrián Flores Rangel
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
Irasema Alcántara
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
Raquel de Pádua
Instituto Universitario de Rio de Janeiro,
Brasil
Camila Vallejos
Universidad de Chile
Sandy El Beer
Instituto de Defensa Legal, Perú
Dominik Haubrich
Universidad de Kiel, Alemania
Alice Beuf
Instituto Francés de Estudios Andinos,
Francia
Luis Berneth
Universidad Externado, Colombia
Harold Córdova
Universidad Pedagógica Nacional Colombia
Carlos Alicea
NIKEHURA
Pedro Plinio Araujo
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Ecuador
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David Reyes
Colectivo de Estudios Geopolíticos Pangea
Diana Soler Osuna
Colegio Vermont
Francis Cárdenas
Universidad Externado de Colombia
Luz Vanessa Pérez T.
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
Efraín León Hernández
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
Rogério Haesbaert
Universidade Federal Fluminense, Brasil
Manuel Fuenzalida
Universidad Alberto Hurtado, Chile
Paula Zeledón
Universidad de Costa Rica
Adolfo Gómez
Universidad Nacional de Costa Rica
Fabián Gonzales Luna
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
Jorge Arnao Quispe
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Perú
Mario Polar Pérez
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Perú
Manuel de los Santos
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Perú
Isidro Vera Regalado
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Perú
Karin Calle Pereyra
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Perú
Alex Arango Garayar
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Perú
Martin Mendoza Pizardi
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Perú
Nadia Coiana
Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay
Juan Varsi
Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay
Pablo Peña Meza
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú
Roberto Villarán C.
Universidad de Ciencias Aplicadas, Perú
Vicente Di Cione
Universidad Buenos Aires, Argentina

Luis Carlos Jiménez Reyes
Universidad Nacional de Colombia

3. Publications
3.1. Latin Geographic Thoughts
In 2013 we started a publishing project with
Peru National Committee to conduct a
project with translations of Brazilian
Geographers in Portuguese language to
Spanish starting with Carlos Walter Porto
Gonçalves and most importantly, this
project includes the best-known geographer
of America: Milton Santos, the collection
will be called Latin Geographic Thought.
3.2. Commission Website
The Committee on Latin American Studies
UGI established a Web site www.ugilatinoamerica.org
in
Spanish
with
simultaneous translation in English, French
and Portuguese.
The website was created to disseminate
various areas of activities of IGU with Latin
America and also the activities of our
committee, from events, publications and
research journals in order to encourage
networking
and
database
research
subscription data for our newsletter
Commission.
We have created an online map so that all
partners are registered and have a real-time
database on the interests of their research to
make decisions later.
We have created two Facebook accounts one
personal and the other as a fan page, we are
also subscribed to twitter and have already
created a YouTube channel.
3.3. E-Newsletter
In our travels during 2013 has been the need
to create an IGU Bulletin - LATAM to bring
Latin American geographers with the
activities of the IGU. Its frequency is
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semiannual, Secretary of the Committee on
Latin American Studies - UGI Nunez Javier
Villalba (Bolivia) leads the editorial team,
Verenitze Valencia (Ecuador) and Juan
Manuel Delgado (Peru) are the other
members, and we are awaiting confirmation
from other people.

XIV EGAL 2013 Peru, were developed with
11 themes 1312 oral exhibitors and poster
and 1632 attendees with almost 70%
Brazilians geographers; various lectures
were presented, roundtables and mini
courses, which were chaired by renowned
professionals of geography.

The newsletter will be electronic and
distributed to more than 5000 mails that are
managed as a database of Latin American
Geographers web address is http://www.ugilatinoamerica.org/boletin/ and is registered
with ISSN.

Having a cultural program in Peru XIV
EGAL 2013 was a challenge for the first
time to be included in the official program
of the event and not as an alternative event
such as occurred in previous editions of
EGAL.
Art
exhibitions,
books,
documentaries, talk shows and photographic
expositions with geographic orientation
made by participants of the 2013 Peru
EGAL XIV were taken.
Was read at the closing words sent by the
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
IGU Vladimir Kolossov to the participants
of the XIV EGAL 2013 Peru.

3.4. Latin
American
Geography

Journal

of

We have been investigating whether a
previous project but to date we have no
answers, although other institutions have
their own scale of American magazines.
There Journals of geography as "Annales de
géographie Revue" in French, also the
journal "Annals" of the Association of
American Geographers. We therefore
consider very important to publish the
magazine with the name "Annals of
Geography / Geography Anais da" in
Spanish and Portuguese.
We are shaping the editorial committee that
will feature professional prestige and
international recognition as well as we are
also designing the editorial proposal to the
respective disclosure requests within a
dossier of the magazine.
In early 2014 the call for the design of the
logo and the call for papers, essays, reviews
and interviews will be held.

4. Meetings
XIV Meeting of Latin American
Geographers - EGAL 2013 Peru
The Fourteenth Meeting of Latin American
Geographers - XIV EGAL PERU 2013 was
inaugurated at the Municipal Theater of
Lima. In the following days, presentations
were made in the various branches of the

5. Networking
Communications have been established to
make agreements with the Pan American
Institute of Geography and History (IPGH),
FLACSO (Latin American Faculty of Social
Sciences), CLASCO (Latin American
Council of Science), Post-Associação de
Pesquisa em Graduação and geography
(ANPEGE) from Brazil AGB (Associação
dos Brasileiros Geographers), and Pan
American and regional organizations in
Latin America, we have advanced talks
sometimes with letters of intent to sign
cooperation agreements.
We want to have a close relationship with
the CLAG (Conference of Latin
Americanist Geographers) and AAG
(Association of American Geographers) but
by the time the communication is electronic
but we like to have a direct link and achieve
add members to our committee, we are
seeking financial resources to participate in
the events they organize.
We are having a lot of resonance for the
creation of National Committees UGI in
Latin American countries where there still
exist these Committees as Venezuela,
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Bolivia and Ecuador so we believe that soon
news will be taken in these countries for the
General Secretary and the Executive
Committee.
We have had contact with some of the
working committees of the IGU as the
Education Committee, the working group
Olympics panel geography and Global
Understanding in 2014 will reinforce the

bonds to have suggestions and contributions
for his expertise as a committee / working
group for many years. With the National
Committee Peru obviously have a very fluid
and mutually supportive relationship that we
hope will be an example to other
committees.
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C12.28 Local and Regional Development
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair of the Commission
Michael Sofer
Department of Geography and Environment
Faculty of Social Sciences
Bar-Ilan University
Ramat-Gan, 52900, Israel
soferm1@biu.ac.il
Vice-Chair
Jerzy Banski,
Institute of Geography and Spatial
Organization
Polish Academy of Sciences
00-818 Warszawa, ul. Twarda 51/55
Poland
jbanski@twarda.pan.pl,
Ash Amin
Department
of
Geography
Science
Laboratories
University of Durham, Durham DH1 3LE
United Kingdom
ash.amin@durham.ac.uk
Biørn T. Asheim
University of Lund
Sölvegatan 12, 223 62 Lund
Sweden
Bjorn.asheim@keg.lu.se
Clélio Campolina Diniz
Centro de Desenvolvimento e Planejamento
Regional
Faculdade de Ciências Econômicas
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais
Rua Curitiba, 832 – 50
506 Centro 30170120 - Belo Horizonte
MG – Brasil
camp@cedeplar.ufmg.br

Ayda Eraydin
Mimarlik Fakültesi
Sehir ve Bölge Planlama Bölümü
Inönü Bulvari
Orta Dogu Teknik Üniversitesi (Middle East
Technical University)
06531 Ankara – Türkiye, Turkey
ayda@metu.edu.tr
Weidong Liu
Institute of Geographic Sciences and
Natural Resources Research
Chinese Academy of Sciences
11 A Datun Road, Chaoyang District
Beijing 100101, China
liuwd@igsnrr.ac.cn
Fermín Rodríguez
Centro de Cooperacion y Desarrollo
Territorial
University of Oviedo
Chalet de Figaredo s/n, 33683 Figaredo
Asturias Spain
cecodet@uniovi.es
Suman Sao
Reader, Dept. of Geography & Applied
Geography
University of North Bengal
734430 India
sumansao1@yahoo.co.in
Tony Sorensen
School of Human and Environmental
Studies
University of New England
Armidale, NSW 2351, Australia
asorense@metz.une.edu.au
Michael Storper
Department of Geography and Environment
London School of Economics
Houghton Street, London WC2A 2AE
England
m.storper@lse.ac.uk
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1.2. Corresponding Members
The number of corresponding members, besides the steering committee members, that receive our
information, notes and newsletters regularly, is 220 spread over 41 countries (See table below).
On an irregular basis, we spread our news to a range of about 500 persons.
Australia

12

Fiji

1

Moldova

2

Spain

5

Bahamas

1

Finland

10

3

Sweden

3

Bosnia
and
Herzegovina

1

France

5

New
Zealand
Peru

1

Switzerland

1

Germany

10

Poland

12

The Netherlands

6

Brazil

8

Hong Kong

2

Portugal

1

Turkey

4

Canada

7

India

4

Romania

13

UAE

1

Chile

1

Ireland

5

Russia

4

UK

8

China

4

Israel

29

Singapore

2

Ukraine

1

Czech Republic

13

Italy

5

Slovenia

1

USA

10

Denmark

6

Japan

12

South Africa

2

Total

220

Estonia

2

Mexico

1

South Korea

1

2. Meetings
2.1. IGC Cologne, August 2012
5 sessions, 20 papers and 50 participants
The Commission on Local Development
sessions touched issues related to such
matters as local and regional development
strategy, regional disparities in well-being
and quality of life, reorganization of space,
the role of both institutions and government
agencies in planning for developing and
reshaping the local space, and the spatial
dynamics of the private sector – particularly
entrepreneurship. The papers presented
collectively enabled participants to compare
and contrast current approaches to local
development in different countries and
assess which approaches work best under
different geographical scenarios, including
resources, availability of investment capital,
state of development, governance systems,
and international trade relations and so on.
There was also an interesting mix of
theoretical and empirical analysis in a
subject area which is becoming increasingly
complex through globalisation.

The five sessions were organised under the
following titles:
Session 1. Regional Development: Planning
and Disparities
Session 2. Local Development in the Rural
Space I
Session 3. Local Development in the Rural
Space II
Session 4. Local Development in the Urban
Space
Session 5. Assessment of Local
Development Projects and Initiatives
2.2. IGU Regional Conference 2013,
Kyoto
7 sessions, 27 papers and 80 participants
The sessions provided a forum for the study
of issues related to such matters as local and
regional development, reorganization of
space, local development in the urban and
rural space, and the role of both institutions
and agencies in developing and reshaping
the settled space. All these issues are
currently studied in developing and
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developed regions and nations. We found
that the perception and attitudes towards
local development may be different in
different countries. In some places the local
development theme is closely related to rural
and non-metropolitan development, in other
parts of the world it is related to the
establishment and development of new
towns, to spatial form of entrepreneurship,
or to the evolution of new cores of
sophisticated high-tech activities. The
Commission’s aim is to amalgamate such
debates within the various sessions.
Two sessions dealt specifically with current
issues of local and regional development in
Japan and the Mediterranean Basin. In
Japan, Tokyo has dominated political,
economic and social affairs for a long time.
Now, at a time when Japan’s population is
aging and shrinking, the country is facing
unprecedented
local
development
challenges. It is critical to examine their
nature and origins as well as future
opportunities to better understand the likely
reconfiguration of the Japanese spaceeconomy. The papers presented on the
Mediterranean basin examined broad issues
of local and regional development in a
number of case-study regions. Among the
themes debated were the opening of local
markets; the interplay of major actors –
whether governments, businesses, or
community groups; a variety of local actors'
place-based development initiatives; the role
of social, human, resource, built and finance
capitals in promoting development; the
deepening of regional and social disparities;
and the importance of increasing of
international and inter-regional ties in
shaping regional well-being.
The seven sessions were organised under the
following titles:
Session 1. Local Development in Japan
Sessions 2 and 3. Local development in the
rural space
Sessions 4 and 5. Local development in the
urban space
Session 6. Local development: projects and
planning

Session 7. Local and Regional Development
in the Mediterranean Basin
[Joint session with Commission on the
Mediterranean Basin C12.30]
2.3. Future Meetings
2.3.1.

IGU Regional Conference 2014,
Krakow

Topics to be addressed in the commission
annual meeting during the IGU 2014
Kraków Regional Conference:
1.

Local and Regional Development in
Poland

This session aims to investigate current
issues concerning processes of local and
regional development in Poland, a country
facing unprecedented challenges .
2.

Local and regional development in the
rural space

These sessions provide a forum for the study
of issues related to such matters as
reorganization of space, the role of both
institutions and agencies in developing and
reshaping the settled space. All these issues
are studied in developing and developed
regions and nations.
3.

Local and regional development in the
urban space

These sessions provide a forum for the study
of issues related to such matters as
reorganization of space, local development
in the urban space, and the role of both
institutions and agencies in developing and
reshaping the settled space. The perception
and attitudes towards local development
may be different in different countries. In
some places the local and regional
development theme is closely related to
rural and non-metropolitan development, in
other parts of the world it is related to the
establishment and development of new
towns, or to the evolution of new cores of
sophisticated high-tech activities. The
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Commission’s aim is to amalgamate such
debates within these sessions.
4.

Local and regional development:
project and planning
This session provides a forum for the study
of issues related to the role of both
institutions and agencies in developing and
reshaping the settled space.
5.

Local and Regional Development in the
Mediterranean Basin
[Joint session with Commission on the
Mediterranean Basin C12.30]

3. Networking
In 2013 – the commission had a joint session
with the Commission on the Mediterranean
Basin during the IGU Regional Conference,
Kyoto.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters and special journal issues
2 newsletters have appeared during the last
4 years:
 September 2012

 July 2013
Letters and updates are sent to steering
committee members
The harvest of the annual meetings of the
commission resulted in a special journal
issue of the journal Rural Studies:
Rural Studies Volume no. 27, 2012, Local
and Regional Development – Challenges
and Policy Issues, Edited by Jerzy Banski.
A new volume is in its early stages of
collection and production.
4.2. Commission Website
A new web site has been refurbished to
replace the old one. The URL is:
http://www.biu.ac.il/soc/ge/igucomld/

5. Archival Contributions
All newsletters are normally sent to the IGU
archives at Villa Celimontana in Rome.
Other publications will be sent to these
archives.
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C12.29 Marginalization, Globalization and Regional and Local Responses
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Assoc. prof. Stanko Pelc
University of Primorska
Faculty of Humanities
Geography Department
Titov trg 5, SI-6000 Koper
Slovenia
E-mail: stanko.pelc@fhs.upr.si
Dr. Jamalunlaili Abdullah
Universiti Teknologi MARA
Faculty of Architecture, Planning &
Surveying
Departement of Town and Regional
Planning
40450 Shah Alam
Malaysia
E-mail: jamal858@salam.uitm.edu.my
Prof. Raghuvir Chand
Kumaun University
Department of Geography
Nainital-263002 Uttarakhand
India
E-mail: raghuvir_chand@rediffmail.com
Assoc. prof. Steve Déry
Université Laval
Département de géographie
2405, rue de la Terrasse, Québec
QUÉBEC, Canada, G1V 0A6
E-mail: Steve.Dery@ggr.ulaval.ca
Prof. Roddy Fox
Rhodes University
Geography Department
P O Box 94, GRAHAMSTOWN, 6140
South Africa
E-mail: r.fox@ru.ac.za
Dr. Tomáš Havlíček
Charles University in Prague
Faculty of Science

Department of Social Geography and
Regional Development
Albertov 6, CZ-128 43 PRAHA 2
Czechia
E-mail: tomhav@natur.cuni.cz
Prof. Alison McCleery, Associate Dean
(Research Development & RAE),
Napier University
School of Health & Social Sciences
Craighouse Campus, Edinburgh, EH10
5LG
United Kingdom
E-mail: am.mccleery@napier.ac.uk
Prof. Etienne Nel
University of Otago
Department of Geography
PO Box 56 Dunedin, 9054
New Zealand
E-mail: ELN@geography.otago.ac.nz
Prof. Margarita Schmidt
Universidad Nacional de Cuyo
Facultad de Filosofía y Letras
Departamento de Geografía
Centro Universitario
5500-Mendoza
Argentina
E-mail: schmidtm@logos.uncu.edu.ar
Prof. Markku Tykkyläinen
University of Eastern Finland
Department of Geographical and Historical
Studies
P.O. Box 111, FI-80101 JOENSUU
Finland
E-mail: markku.tykkylainen@uef.fi
Secretary:
Walter Leimgruber, Emeritus Professor
University of Fribourg/CH
Department of Geosciences, Geography
4, chemin du Musée
CH-1700 Fribourg
Switzerland
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E-mail: walter.leimgruber@unifr.ch
1.2. Corresponding Members
The number of commission corresponding members by country as of 1 December 2013:
Argentine

17

Denmark

1

Malaysia

4

Slovakia

1

Australia

4

Finland

5

Mexico

1

Slovenia

11

Austria

3

France

3

Namibia

1

South Africa

4

Bangladesh

1

Germany

7

Nepal

22

Spain

30

Bosnia

1

Hong Kong

1

Netherlands

3

Sweden

17

Brazil

1

Hungary

2

New Zealand

5

Switzerland

8

Canada

6

Iceland

1

Norway

3

Tunisia

1

Chile

3

India

16

Poland

1

Turkey

2

China, PR

1

Iran

1

Portugal

11

UK

15

China Taipei

2

Israel

6

Qatar

1

USA

17

Croatia

20

Italy

10

Romania

3

Vietnam

1

Cuba

5

Japan

10

Russia

2

Zimbabwe

1

Czech Republic

5

Korea (South)

9

Saudi Arabia

1

2. Meetings
2.1. Commission Conference, Dubrovnik,
August 2012
The topics of the Dubrovnik conference
were geographical marginalization and karst
landscapes; the challenges of physically
marginalized
landscapes
(islands,
mountains, coasts, wetland, remote and
landlocked area), living and coping in the
face of marginalization, marginalization in a
global
world
and
understanding
marginalization.
2.2. IGU Cologne. August 2012
The paper sessions at IGU congress in
Cologne included: interpretations of
marginality with papers covering topics
from global food issues to changing
livelihood strategies and practices of a
marginal community of Bhutan, marginality
in a globalizing world with topics such as the
local-global interaction in the Uco valley

(Mendoza, Argentina) or global economic
crisis and regional disparities in Romania
and finally regional and local responses to
marginality with topics ranging from the
integration of South-east Asia’s mountain
areas to the question about English
marginalizing other scientific languages.
2.3. IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto,
August 2013
During the IGU RC in Kyoto 2013 we held
3 commission sessions and 3 joint sessions
with the Commission on Sustainability of
Rural Systems. The attendance at the joint
sessions varied from 17 to 21 participants
including chairs and speakers, and between
9 and 18 at the sessions of our commission.
Altogether 23 papers were presented, 11 at
the joint sessions and 12 at our commission
sessions. The common 3 joint session’s
main topic was: “Rural areas, Development
Dynamics,
Policy
Options
and
Marginalization”. One commission session
was dedicated to “Different contexts of
geographical marginality” with only 3
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contributions (Alison McCleery, Markku
Tykkylainen and Stanko Pelc – while
Etienne Nel unfortunately could not attend
and his paper has not been presented). The
other two sessions with 9 contributors were
labelled “Marginality and marginalization spatial, social and economic viewpoints”.
2.4. Future Meetings
In 2014 we are planning to meet only at
Krakow 2014 regional conference from
August 18-23 were we intend to hold
commission sessions that will deal with the
changing
nature
of
globalization,
marginalization and marginality and the new
challenges
for
understanding
and
responding. We also plan to have joint
sessions with C12.15 Geography of
Tourism, Leisure, and Global Change and
C12.28. Local and Regional Development.
Topics that we intend to deal with are
tourism and marginality mainly from the
perspective of local initiatives shaped by
global trends and areas of growth and
economic stagnation with special regard on
the challenges of globalization and
marginalization.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaborations with other IGU
Commissions and Task Forces
We held joint sessions with the Commission
on Sustainability of Rural Systems in Kyoto
at 2013 regional conference and we believe
that this was a good idea therefore we
decided to continue this practice and for
2014 regional conference we prepared the

proposal for joint sessions with Geography
of Tourism, Leisure, and Global Change
commission and Local and Regional
Development commission.
3.2. Other Collaborations
We had no formal collaboration with other
organizations or with the International
Social Science Council or the International
Council for Science.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues
and books
We regularly issue two Newsletters annually
June 2013 Newsletter has been sent to all the
corresponding members that we have on our
mailing list and the December 2013
Newsletter is about to be sent. Publishing the
papers of our conferences is causing us some
problems lately, as some of the local
organizers did not manage to publish the
papers in a form of a book of proceedings
due to different reasons. We are therefore
considering the option to collect all the
publishable material and publish it on a CD
or in a form of an online book of
proceedings. Publications by members of
the Commission are regularly listed in the
newsletter.
4.2. Commission website
Our web site address is:
http://www.igu-marginality.info/
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C12.30 Mediterranean Basin
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Maria Paradiso
University of Sannio
Benevento, Italy
paradiso@unisannio.it
Executive Secretary: Alì Toumi
University of Tunis
alitoumi2003@yahoo.fr
Fathy Abo Ayana
University of Alexandria
Egypt
aboyana@yahoo.com
Antoine Bailly
University of Geneva
antoine.bailly@unige.ch
Anne Buttimer
University of Dublin
anne.buttimer@ucd.ie
Annick Douguédroit
University of Provence
Aix en Provence
Annick.Douguedroit@univ-provence.fr
Anton Gosar
University of Koper / Capodistria
anton.gosar@guest.arnes.s
Maria Sala
University of Barcelona
sala@trivium.gh.ub.es

Barney Warf
University of Kansas
bwarf@ku.edu
1.2. Corresponding Members
The total number of corresponding members
by December 2013 was: 160. A good
amount comes from developing countries.
Members come from: Algeria, China, Egypt,
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Morocco, Portugal, Russia,
Spain, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Turkey, UK,
and US.

2. Meetings
Given the political situation, it was not safe
to arrange meetings in North Africa, so that
meeting took place during IGU Conferences
and in Europe.
In the 2012 IGU Congress in Cologne the
IGU Special Project MRP turned into the
first IGU regional commission.
2.1. IGU Cologne, August 2012
Several slots under:


Towards a democratic MaghrebMashreq? Critical examinations of
change and permanence (co-organisers
and chairs Maria Paradiso, Alì Toumi)



Recent development of geography of
energy (with a special relevance to
Mediterranean) (co-organisers Maria
Paradiso,
Stan Brunn, Kentucky
University) Chairs: Maria Paradiso &
Stan Brunn



Mediterranean Information Society.
Joint session co-organised with

Izhak Schnell
University of Tel Aviv
schnell@post.tau.ac.il
Theano S. Terkenli
University of the Aegean
t.terkenli@aegean.gr
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Commission C08.14 Geography of the
Global Information Society (Chairs:
Maria Paradiso & Mark Wilson)

Organisers: Leibniz Institute for Regional
Geography and Leipzig University), Maria
Paradiso (University of Sannio)

Climate change in the areas with
Mediterranean climate: characteristics,
mitigation and adaptation. Joint session
co-organised with Commission Climate
CO4: Climatology (Chair: Annick
Douguédroit)

2.5. Future Meetings


IGU Conference Krakow, 2014



Benevento, January 20-22 2014
Invited Speakers Workshop, Euromediterranean Changing Relationships
in cooperation with 7FP7 MC IRSES
‘MEDCHANGe’

2.2. Associations
of
American
Geographers (AAG), New York,
February 2012



Media and social justice in Mediterranean
Democratic Movements. Joint session with
IGU Commission Geography of Global
Information Society initiated and arranged
by Maria Paradiso (COMB).

La Valletta, Malta Eurogeo Conference,
session Mediterranean coasts and
management issues (co-organisers
Milan Bufon, Maria Paradiso).



Marrakech University, June 2013 with
FP7
Marie
Curie
IRSES
‘MEDCHANGe’,
Workshop
on
Moroccon gender mobilities, return
mobilities. Also: Field research 2
months with COMB Colleagues from
Italy, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Israel
and Marrakesh and Casablanca Hassan
II Universities.



Benevento-Caserta October 2014,
Workshop and international team field
research:
Muslim
communities
integration-exclusion
in
NaplesCaserta. Workshop is public. Field
research open to COMB subgroup
MEDCHANGe group 2 weeks.



Ankara
University,
Faculty
of
Language, History and Geography 9th
NationalTurkish Geography Congress.
Next year (2014) in October. Keynote
Maria Paradiso, also special talk on
IGU COMB.



Commission business meeting.

2.3. IGU Conference, Kyoto, August 2013


Changing
settlements
in
the
Mediterranean and the Gulf: critical
views and implications (2 slots)



Traditional wisdom and modernity: ICT
and intangible culture (joint with
GEOGRAPHY
OF
GLOBAL
INFORMATION SOCIETY)



Local and regional development in the
Mediterranean basin (Joint session with
the
Commission
on
Local
Development)



Business meeting

2.4. EUGEO Rome, September 2013
IGU COMB session (2 slots) arranged and
chaired by Maria Paradiso and Sebastian
Lenz.
Session Title: New spatialities: Europe and
its neighbouring regions

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
Commissions

with

other

IGU
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A rich array of joint session initiated by
COMB. It developed in the past ties
with many Commissions (Gender,
Political, Information Society, Climate,
Tourism,
Cultural Turn,
Local
Development, Global Mobility). New
cooperation are for IGU Kracow with
Urban Geography.



In AAG NYC COMB initiated a joint
session devoted to social media in Arab
Spring with Global Information
Commission.



Jointly with Urban Geography COMB
has planned a book on Mediterranean
Cities (ed. Prof. Rosa Pineira,
University of Santiago di Compostela
and tbd).

Scholars; for AE Prof. J. Peltzer
Heidelberg).


Anna Lindh Foundation (Euromediterranean cultural Cooperation for
Union for the Mediterranean), COMB
is representative in AL via EUROGEO;
COMB has partnerships with Eurogeo
for representing on behalf of Eurogeo
and COMB Mediterranean focus
initiatives where laws admit only
Europe-based organisation.



EUROGEO, the Association
European Geographers



UN Alliance of Civilisations program
focus ‘Mediterranean’, Label for
sponsoring a Conference entitled:
‘Migration as mobilities, geographical
perspectives from the Mediterranean’
has been submitted to the Malta meeting
of Foreign Ministers, UN Alliance of
Civilisations. We got the label which
we are going to use for future COMB
Annual Conference.



AAG-Association
Geographers



Eugeo



the Euro-Med University EMUNI being
one of the founding members, Portoroz
Slovenia



the Union for the Mediterranean the
EU-Med policy initiative in particular
with the Secretariat of Education and
Research (Prof. Chet), Secretariat of
Social Affairs (Hon. Cecilia Attard).



the CERES-Centre d’Etudes Socialeséconomiques de Tunis.

3.2. Collaboration
with
other
international,
intergovernmental,
and inter- and multi-disciplinary
groups






RESEARCH
GRANT:
European
Commission, 7FP Call People Marie
Curie IRSES Research Staff Exchange
EuroMediterranean
2013,
MEDCHANGe
Project
612639.
Successfully approved, Granted. 48
months Starting month October 2013.
Geographers lead in cooperation with
International Law, antropologists. Call
for participation was circulated in
COMB by Maria Paradiso and with
some COMB Colleagues Maria
prepared the draft, submitted to EU and
drove negotiations with EU Research
Officers.
Academia Europaea London (Social
Sciences
Committee);
Academia
Europaea ‘Mediterranean Hub in
Barcelona (Maria Paradiso, for AE
Geneveve Martì, Academic Director)
Young Academia Europaea Initiative
(for the benefit of COMB Young

of

of

American

3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC
(International
Social
Science
Council) and with ICSU (the
International Council for Science)
programs
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Maria Paradiso presented a paper in ISSC
Montreal 2013 within the IGU panel
‘Geographic and Social Dimension of
Digital Age’ and collaborated with Mark
Wilson and Aharon Kellerman for
proposing it.
She is member of ICSU Italy Committee
since last October and in contact with IGU
President and General Secretary for
opportune networking in favour of
geography visibility and incidence from
national basis.

Cooperation in the Euro-Mediterranean and
Beyond: Between Policy-Transfers and
Regional Adaptations, Int J Euro-Mediter
Stud (2013) 5:109-120
Le dernier numéro d’EchoGéo qui vous
propose un dossier sur le Moyen- Orient par
plusieurs COMB members
By COMB member Larry Michalak an
article on democracy in Tunisia for a group
called the Council for a Community of
Democracies.

4. Publications

4.3. Planned Journal Issues

4.1. Books

Europa Regionale, Guest Editors: Sebastian
Lenz (University of Lipsia) Maria Paradiso,
devoted to Eugeo sessions papers and more
applications, on going.

P.Giaccaria,
M.
Paradiso
(Eds)
Mediterranean
Lexicon,
Italian
Geographical Society and National IGU
Committee Series, Rome, 2012. Presented
during IGU Cologne 2012.
Douguedroit, A.
T.Terkenly (Eds),
Mediterranean Contemporary Geography,
manuscript, submitted to a publisher (about
12 chapters).
4.2. Special Journal Issues
Academia Europea Journal “Turkey and
Europe” edited by Anne Buttimer, Justin
Stagl
F.

Celata,

R.

Coletti,

Cross-Border

Future Internet, NeoGeography and
WikiPlanning 2014 Call is open (editors:
Borruso, Murgante, Paradiso).
Newletters: via mails Colleagues are
informed and involved on more than one
monthly frequence via mailing list. Several
IGU EC are included in the mailing list.
4.4. Commission website
We are moving under google+ and Google
site. I am reporting the accurate URL later
on.
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C12.31 Modelling Geographical Systems
Background
This
Commission
on
Modeling
Geographical Systems has acted as a focus
for those members of the international
community who share an interest in using
mathematical and statistical models in
geographical systems analysis, geographical
systems theory, geographical systems
dynamics, geographical decision (or
decision support) systems, GIS and remote
sensing. This synthesis will aid and enhance
research on mathematical modeling,
statistical methods and other technological
advances. In addition, the specific systems
orientation of the Commission will enable a
new emphasis to be placed on more applied
outputs that have relevance to geographers
engaged in evaluating a variety of policy
arenas. To date, geographical systems
analyses have contributed significantly to
the understanding of, for example, the space
economy, transportation and urban
planning, global environmental change,
spatial epidemiology and health care
delivery. The Commission, therefore, will
emphasize the following general areas of
concern:
1. geographical systems analysis;
2. geographical systems theory;
3. geographical decision support systems
and decision theory;
4. geographical systems dynamics;
5. the interface between GIS, remote
sensing and spatial modeling;
6. applications of systems models to
policy making and evaluation;
7. geographical knowledge discovery and
data mining
The promotion and publication of these
ideas will be facilitated by our strong links
with the editorial boards of the international
journals such as: Annuals of Association of
American Geographers, Environment and
Planning A-C, Journal of Geographical

Systems, International Journal of GIS,
Papers in Regional Science, Geographical
and Environmental Modeling, Canadian
Geographer,
and
Sistemi
Urbani,
Geographical Analysis, and Geoinformatica
1.

Membership

1.1. Steering Committee
Chair:
Professor Yee Leung
Department of Geography and Resource
Management
The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Shatin, HONG KONG
Email: yeeleung@cuhk.edu.hk
Vice Chair:
Professor
Stewart
Fotheringham
School of Geography and Geosciences,
Irvine Building, University of St Andrews,
St Andrews, Fife KY16 9AL, Scotland, UK,
Email: asf7@st-andrews.ac.uk
Secretary and Editor:
Dr. Pavlos Kanaroglou
School of Geography and Earth Sciences
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario,
CANADA L8S 4K1
Email: pavlos@mcmaster.ca
Full Members:
Dr Ali Bennasr
Department of Geography, University of
Sfax
BP553 3000, TUNISIA
Email: ali.bennasr@flshs.rnu.tn
Professor Danny Czamanski
Technion – Israel Institute of Technology
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning,
Complex City Research Lab, Haifa, Israel
Email: danny@czamanski.com
Professor Manfred M Fischer
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10, Viale dell’Ateneo Lucano
85100 - Potenza – Italy
Email: beniamino.murgante@unibas.it

Institute for Economic Geography and
GIScience
Vienna University of Economics and
Business
Nordbergstraße 15/4/A, 1090 Vienna,
Austria
Email: Manfred.Fischer@wu.ac.at

Professor Yukio Sadahiro
Department of Urban Engineering
7-3-1 Hongo Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-8656
JAPAN
Email:sada@ua.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Dr. Boris I. Gartsman
Laboratory for Hydrology and Climatology
Pacific Institute of Geography FEB RAS
Radio st. 7, Vladivostok 690041, Russia
E-mail: gartsman@inbox.ru
Professor Daniel A. Griffith
School of Economic, Political
Policy Sciences
University of Texas at Dallas
800 W. Campbell Road, GR 31
Richardson, TX 75080-3021, USA
Email: dagriffith@utdallas.edu

Dr Therese Steenberghen
Spatial Applications Division
K.U.Leuven R & D Vital Decosterstraat 102
3000 Leuven, BELGIUM
Email:
therese.steenberghen@sadl.kuleuven.ac.be

and

Professor Jinfeng Wang
Institute of Geography
Chinese Academy of Sciences
Building 917, Datun Rd, Anwai 100101
Beijing, PR CHINA
Email: wangjf@igsnrr.ac.cn

Professor Beniamino Murgante
Laboratory of Urban and Territorial Systems
University of Basilicata
1.2. Corresponding members

Number of commission members on email by country for 2013:
Australia

7

France

4

New Zealand

4

Sweden

7

Austria

5

Germany

7

Nigeria

1

Switzerland

3

Belgium

4

Greece

1

Norway

1

Tunisia

1

Canada

34

Hong Kong

7

Poland

1

The Netherlands

13

China

2

Ireland

3

Russia

3

United States

72

Denmark

1

Israel

3

Scotland

2

total

257

England(UK)

51

Italy

8

South Africa

3

countries

29

Finland

1

Japan

7

Spain

1

2. Meetings
2.1. Conferences organized in 2012-2013
Accuracy 2012, July 10-13,
Florianópolis, SC – Brazil

2012

IGU-CMGS co-organized “ACCURACY
2012” - The Tenth International Symposium
on Spatial Accuracy Assessment in Natural
Resources and Environmental Sciences with
the International Spatial Accuracy Research
Association (ISARA) in Florianópolis-SC,
Brazil during July 10-13, 2012. This
Accuracy Symposium brought together
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experts from environmental sciences,
natural resources, spatial statistics, and
geographic information science to develop
theory and methods for assessing and
understanding spatial uncertainty. The
symposium has met every two years since
1994 in a variety of international locations
(USA, Canada, The Netherlands, Australia,
Portugal, China, and United Kingdom) and
has attracted between 80 and 300
participants. The 2012 Symposia attracted
over 200 participants and the programs
included combinations of keynote speakers,
invited paper sessions, contributed paper
sessions, posters, and workshops. Symposia
topics
covered
aggregation
and
generalization in spatial uncertainty
assessment, design- and model-based
approaches to spatial accuracy assessment,
error
sensitive
GIS,
incorporating
uncertainty in spatial decision making,
uncertainty in remotely sensed data and
images model validation with imperfect
ground truth data. Accepted papers will be
published in a special issue of The Brazilian
Journal of Probability and Statistics. This
was the first time IGU-CMGS co-organized
conference with ISARA, and will set the
path for closer collaboration in the future.
32nd
International
Geographical
Congress, August 26-30, 2012 Cologne,
Germany
The 32nd International Geographical
Congress was held in Cologne, August 2630, 2012. IGU-CMGS organized four
sessions on spatial statistics and
applications,
geocomputations
and
applications, modeling human and physical
processes, and spatial data mining in this
congress. A multitude of novel applications
and theoretical approaches were presented
in these sessions. “Spatial statistics and
applications” session focused on the recent
advances in the theory and applications of
spatial statistics. The purpose was to
stimulate discussions on the development
and use of spatial statistics in solving
geographical problems. “Geocomputations
and applications” session placed emphasis

on recent developments in geocomputation
methods other than statistics. It contained
four presentations with the view to
encourage discussion on the formulation of
novel geocomputation methods for solving
geographical problems in general and
GIS/remote sensing problems in particular.
“Modeling human and physical processes”
dealt with the modeling of human activities
and physical processes in space and time.
The purpose was to show how models can
be built to analyze spatial and temporal
processes in human and physical systems,
with the purpose to solve practical problems
in a systematical manner. “Spatial data
mining and knowledge discovery” session
had four presentations centering on the
theme of discovering patterns and processes
from spatial and temporal data. Algorithmic
developments and practical applications
were discussed. The fundamental issues in
this area of research were explored in the
exchange of ideas.
23rd Annual Conference of The
International Environmetrics Society,
TIES 2013, June 10-14, 2013, Anchorage,
Alaska, US IGU-CMGS is a co-sponsor of
the session on Multiple Testing Problems
in Environmental Research
Multiplicity of statistical hypothesis tests is
a common issue in many fields within the
environmental sciences, including, for
example, spatiotemporal climate trend
detection, feature selection in hyperspectral
remote sensing, and the analysis of
experimental data with multiple outcomes
and confounder variables. In order to
address the issue of increased false-positive
error rates in multiple hypothesis testing,
numerous
statistical
concepts
and
approaches have been proposed in different
contexts, most notably methods for
controlling the false discovery rate and the
familywise error rate, or for achieving field
significance in climate science.
This session brought together researchers
from geography and different fields within
the environmental sciences and statistics to
discuss methods, applications and current
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challenges in the statistical treatment of
multiple testing problems. Of particular
interest were novel methods that address this
problem in the context of the analysis of
spatial data, time series data, and space-time
data, which may exhibit spatial or temporal
autocorrelation.
IGU Regional Conference "Traditional
Wisdom and Modern Knowledge for the
Earth's Future,” August 4-9, 2013 in
Kyoto, Japan.
Over the past decades, globalization and
other global changes have re-structured
relations between countries and regions in
the world, and have greatly altered the world
geography. Such changes have put forward
various problems of local, national or global
scales, such as economic imbalance, social
fragmentation, political conflicts, and
environmental crises. All of these problems
threaten the future of the earth. While
acknowledging the world’s diversity,
geography as a discipline must endeavor to
resolve these problems by devising plans for
cooperation and symbiotic existence of the
different peoples of the world. In this
conference, CMGS organized five sessions
with the topics on modeling geographical
systems, advances and applications in
geographical analysis and modeling, spatial
cognition and analysis, as well as concepts
and analysis of volunteer GIS. Theoretical
and empirical results on the modeling of
various geographical processes were
presented in these sessions. In particular,
analysis of spatial processes with voluntary
geographical information was a topic that
attracted attention of the participants.

International Society for Photogrammetry
and Remote Sensing (ISPRS)
Regional Conference of IGU, Kraków,
Poland, August 18-22, 2014
The Commission plan to organize sessions
at this IGU regional conference.

3. Networking
The Commission has further expanded its
network of cooperation by co-organizing
conferences with the International Spatial
Accuracy Research Association (ISARA)
and organizing session in the conference of
the International Environmetrics Society on
various themes in the modeling of
geographical systems

4. Publications
The Commission is strongly committed to
the encouragement of scholarly publication
derived from the work of its members and
their contributions to symposia. Theoretical
and empirical research will be published as
special issues in journals and edited volumes
in books. Some books published by
members are listed as follows:
Yeh, A.G.O.; Shi, W.; Leung, Y.; Zhou, C.
(Eds.). Advances in Spatial Data Handling
and GIS. Springer, 2012.

5. Archival Contributions
All publications, newsletters and reports
have been archived in the website of the
Commission.

2.2. Future meetings
Joint International Conference on
Geospatial Theory, Processing, Modelling
and Applications, October 6-8, Toronto
2014
This conference will be co-organized with
the IGU-GIS Commission and the
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C12.32 Mountain Response to Global Change
1.

Membership

1.1. Steering Committee
Prof. Dr. Jörg LÖFFLER (Chair)
University of Bonn
Department of Geography
Meckenheimer Allee 166
D-53115 Bonn
Germany
E-mail: joerg.loeffler@uni-bonn.de
Phone: +49 228 73 7239
Fax: +49 228 73 7506
Prof. Dr. Anders LUNDBERG (Secretary)
University of Bergen
Department of Geography
Fosswinkelsgt. 6
N-5007 Bergen
Norway
E-mail: anders.lundberg@geog.uib.no
Phone: +47 55 58 30 76
Fax: +47 55 58 30 99
Prof. Dr. Yuri BADENKOV
Institut Geografii Rossijskoy Akademii
Nauk
Staromonetnyy pereulok, 29
119017 Moskva
Russia
E-mail: yubaden@mail.ru
Phone: +07 095 418 5532
Fax: +07 095 959 0033
Dr. Nazzareno DIODATO (Italy)
Met European Research Observatory,
GEWEX(DIG) - World Climate Research
Programme
Via Monte Pino
I-82100 Benevento
E-mail: nazdiod@tin.it
Phone: +39 0824 602021
Prof. Dr. Monique FORT
Department of Geography,
UFR GHSS, Case postale 7001

Université Paris Diderot-Paris 7
F-75 205 PARIS Cedex 13
France
E-mail: fort@univ-paris-diderot.fr
Phone: + 33 1 57 27 72 69
Fax: +33 1 57 27 71 74
Prof. Dr. Donald A. FRIEND
Department of Geography
Minnesota State University
Armstrong Hall 7
Mankato, MN 56001
USA
E-mail: friend@mnsu.edu
Phone: +1 507 389 2618
Fax: +1 507 389 2980
Prof. Dr. Hans HURNI
Institute of Geography
University of Berne
Hallerstrasse 10
CH-3012 Bern
Switzerland
E-mail: Hans.Hurni@cde.unibe.ch
Phone: +41 31 631 88 22
Fax: +41 31 631 85 44
Prof. Dr. Yolanda Jiménez Olivencia
Institute for Regional Development
University of Granada
c/ Rector Lopez Argueta, s/n.
E - 18071 Granada
Spain
E-mail: yjimenez@ugr.es
Phone: +34 958 24 83 58
Fax: +34 958 24 89 67
Dr. Jean-Paul MÉTAILIÉ (France)
Director, GEODE - UMR 5602 CNRS
(GÉOgraphie De l'Environnement)
Université Toulouse-le Mirail
31058 Toulouse cedex
E-mail: metailie@univ-tlse2.fr
Phone: +33 05 61 50 36 44
Fax: + 33 05 61 50 42 75
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Prof. Dr. Martin PRICE
Director, Centre for Mountain Studies
Perth College
University of the Highlands and Islands
Crieff Road
Perth PH1 2NX
UK
E-mail: Martin.Price@perth.uhi.ac.uk
Phone: +44 1738 877217
Fax: +44 1738 877018

mountain development in the Himalaya,
mountain environment and rural livelihoods
in the Tropical Andes in response to global
change, and vegetation response to climate
change in tropical mountain ecosystems and
the consequences for biodiversity and landuse options. The attendance at the
commission sessions and the commission’s
business meeting was high (total number of
participants ~120).

Prof. Dr. Fausto SARMIENTO
The University of Georgia
212-B GG Building
The University of Georgia, Athens, GA.
30606
USA
email: fsarmien@uga.edu
Phone: +1 706 542 1753
Fax: +1 706 542 2388

IGC Kyoto Regional Conference, 4-9
August 2013

1.2. Corresponding members

Contributions of the two C12.32 sessions
focussed
on
changing
mountain
communities and environments in the
Pamirs. It is planned that the chairs
(commission members Teiji Watanabe and
Hermann Kreutzmann) will publish an
edited book including some of the
presentations.

Number of members: 135 (41 German, 16
Swiss, 10 US-American, 9 Italian, 6
Austrian, 6 British, 6 French, 6 Russian, 4
Indian, 3 Canadian, 3 Japanese, 2
Norwegian, 2 South African, 2 South
Korean, others from: Bangladesh, Belgium,
Bulgaria, China, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Finland, Ireland, Israel, Kyrgyzstan,
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Poland, Spain,
Sweden, Thailand)

2.2. Future meetings

2. Meetings

3.1. Newsletters

2.1. Events organized in 2012-2013

Newsletter 10 – April 2012
Newsletter 11 – July 2012
Newsletter 12 – November 2012
Newsletter 13 – June 2013
Newsletter 14 – October 2013

IGC Cologne 2012 “Down to Earth”, 32nd
International Geographical Congress, 2630 August 2012
Sessions of C12.32 dealt, amongst others,
with environmental history and climate
change in the high mountain ecosystems of
Monsoon Asia during the Late Holocene,
challenges of climate change for high

For 2014, C12.32 steering committee
member Fausto Sarmiento has invited the
commission members to attend the AAG
Annual Meeting in Tampa, Florida, 8-12
April 2014, where he will organize a special
session on international mountain research.

3. Publications

3.2. Commission website
tolu.giub.uni-bonn.de/igumountains.de/welcome.htm
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C12.23 Political Geography
1.

Membership

1.1. Steering Committee
Elena DELL’AGNESE (Chair)
Department of Sociology and Social
Research
University of Milano-Bicocca
Via Bicocca degli Arcimboldi 8 20126
Milan, Italy
Email: elena.dellagnese@unimib.it
Virginie MAMADOUH (Secretary)
Department of Human Geography,
Planning and International Development
University of Amsterdam
Plantage Muidergracht 14
1018 VZ Amsterdam
Email: V.D.Mamadouh@uva.nl
Stéphane ROSIERE
Department of Geography
University of Reims Champagne-Ardenne
UFR Lettres et Sciences humaines
57, rue Pierre Taittinger
51100 REIMS, France
Email: stephane.rosiere@univ-reims.fr
Paul REUBER
Institute of Geography
University of Munster
Robert Koch Strasse 26
48149 Munster, Germany
Email: p.reuber@uni-muenster.de
Ian WENDT
Department of Regional Development
Geography
University of Gdańsk
Ul. Bażyńskiego 4
80-952 Gdańsk, Poland
Email: p.mailto:jan.wendt@ug.edu.pl
Alexandru ILIES
Department of Geography
University of Oradea

Str. Armata Romana 5
410078 Oradea, Romania
Email: ilies@uoradea.ro
Alexander MURPHY
Department of Geography
University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-1251, USA
Email: abmurphy@uoregon.edu
Takashi YAMAZAKI
Department of Geography
Osaka City University
Sugimoto, Sumiyoshi-ku
5588585 Osaka, Japan
Email: yamataka@lit.osaka-cu.ac.jp
Oren YFTACHEL
Department of Geography and
Environmental Development
Ben Gurion University of the Negev
P.O.B. 653 Beer Sheva
Israel
Email: yiftach@exchange.bgu.ac.il
James SIDAWAY
Dept. of Geography
National University of Singapore
AS2, #03-01, 1 Arts Link,
Kent Ridge, Singapore 117570
Email: geojds@nus.edu.sg
Simon DALBY
CIGI Chair in the Political Economy of
Climate Change
Balsillie School of International Affairs/
Wilfrid Laurier University
67 Erb Street West
Waterloo, ON N2L 6C2 Canada
Email: sdalby@gmail.com
Anton GOSAR (Honorary member and
honorary Vice Chair)
Department of Geography
University of Primorska
Titov trg 4, 6000
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Koper, Slovenia
Email: anton.gosar@guest.arnes.si
1.2. Corresponding members
Number of members by country:
Italy

50

Israel

5

Slovenia

2

Singapore

1

Poland

38

Hungary

4

Tunisia

2

Slovakia

1

USA

31

Germany

3

Turkey

2

South Africa

1

UK

20

India

3

Australia

1

South Korea

1

France

12

Russia

3

Croatia

1

Sweden

1

Finland

11

The Netherlands

3

Estonia

1

Canada

10

Argentina

2

Georgia

1

Switzerland

10

Brazil

2

Iran

1

Japan

7

New Zealand

2

Lebanon

1

Spain

7

Romania

2

Norway

1

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings organised, co-organised
and sponsored by the commission
BORDERSCAPES III, Trieste 28-30
June 2012
From the 27th and the 30th of June 2012, the
third edition of the International seminar
Borderscapes was held in Trieste, under the
scientific direction of Elena dell’Agnese and
Sergio Zilli. The seminar, organized as one
of the activities of the Commission was
attended by more than one hundred scholars,
mainly political geographers but also people
with a multidisciplinary background and a
shared interest in border landscapes. Indeed,
this perspective has been the focal point of
the different sessions of the seminar,
articulated both around the general idea of
borders as a relevant factor in local territorial
transformations, and of borders as an object
of
popular
culture
and
artistic
representations. While the first edition of the
Seminar, held in Trento 2006, had as a
special interest in the myth of the “natural
boundaries”, and the second one, held in
Trapani 2009, had maritime boundaries as

its main centre of attention, the third edition
of Borderscapes, given the place of the
venue, had a special focus on divided cities.
For this reason, an intra- conference
excursion to the cities of Gorizia and Nova
Gorica was organised. Given the attention
reserved to the general concept of landscape,
a large amount of the discussion in
Borderscapes 3 was specially focused on
visual aspects and analysis. For this reason,
jointly with the conference, ì a cartographic
exhibition was organised, open not only to
the conference participants but also to the
citizens of Trieste (organizers: Orietta Selva,
Dragan Umek and Sergio Zilli). A five days
post conference excursion from Trieste
(Italy) to Ljubljana (Slovenia) – Zagreb
(Croatia) – Plitvice Lakes – Bihač (Bosnia
and Herzegovina) – Jajce – Travnik –
Sarajevo – Mostar – Biograd (Croatia) –
Trieste (Italy), organised by Anton Gosar
and Elena dell’Agnese, and led by Mladen
Klemenčić and Tanja Sekulić, helped a
group of more than 30 participants to taste,
on field, the “borderscape” experience.
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IGU Pre-Conference: Spatialising the
(Geo) Political: Political Geography and
Critical Geopolitics, Frankfurt am Main,
24/25 August 2012
The
conference
Spatialising
the
(Geo)Political: Political Geography and
Critical Geopolitics Preconference 2012,
held in Frankfurt am Main on 24/25 August
2012, was jointly organized by the
Department of Human Geography of
GoetheUniversity
Frankfurt,
the
Arbeitskreis Politische Geographie and the
Commission on Political Geography of the
International Geographical Union (IGU) and
sought to bring together scholars of political
geography and critical geopolitics prior to
the International Geographical Congress
(IGC) in Cologne. It was organised in two
parallel strands; the first of which addressed
processes of integration and disintegration
of the nation state in light of a changing
territorial order of the world political map
and included a plenary lecture by Alexander
B Murphy entitled “Trapped in the Logic of
the Modern State System? European
Integration in the Wake of the Financial
Crisis”_ (see Murphy, forthcoming in
Geopolitics). The second strand answered to
a more open call for papers from critical
geopolitics four years after the Critical
Geopolitics 2008 conference at Durham
University, focusing on relations between
the geopolitical and seemingly mundane
practices. Contributions addressed how the
geopolitical is enacted in local settings and
how specific personal, social and
institutional arrangements shape the
geopolitical and included a plenary lecture
by Joanne Sharp on “Geopolitics at the
margins? Reconsidering genealogies of
critical geopolitics”.
Activities of the IGU Commission on
Political Geography at the IGC 2012 in
Cologne, Germany
The IGU Commission on Political
Geography had a highly successful scientific
exchange at the IGC in Cologne. It
organized 7 sessions, which were very well

attended. The papers presented lead to lively
and vibrant discussions over a wide range of
topics and research fields of Political
Geography representing both ongoing
theoretical debates as well as empirical case
studies.
Session 1 on “Environmental Geopolitics
and Climate Change” (Chair: Jürgen
Oßenbrügge, Hamburg). The presented
papers discussed a range of topics like the
imaginative geographies of climate wars
(Benedikt Korf, Zurich), geoengineering as
techno-political assemblage (Thilo Wiertz,
Heidelberg) and the role of environmental
dystopias in the field of popular geopolitics
(Elena dell'Agnese, Milano).
Session 2 on “Conflicts over natural
resources” (Chair: Paul Reuber, Muenster)
addressed several issues with different
theoretical approaches ranging from
political ecology to conceptions of social
movement agency. Case studies were
presented on the political geography of
water conflicts in India (Michael
Brinkschröder, Muenster), on a comparison
of China’s south- north water diversion and
Spain’s Ebro water transfer (Teresa
Sprague, Dortmund), on Tamil fisheries
cooperatives societies and their struggle for
inclusion in northern Sri Lanka (Joeri
Scholtens, Amsterdam) and on conflicts
around biofuels in Brazil (Elisa Freitas, São
Paulo).
Session 3 focused on “Conceptual
approaches and theoretical debates within
Political Geography” (Chair: Annika
Mattissek, Heidelberg). Following ongoing
debates one of the presentations emphasized
the relationship of representations and
practices using the broader framework of
systems theory (Frank Meyer, Leipzig). A
second strand of theoretical discussions in
the papers was centered around debates on
“post-politics” and their implications for
political geographical research. Two case
studies were presented: the first one dealing
with new forms of disagreement in urban
development conflicts (Iris Dzudzek,
239

- 238 -

Frankfurt) the second analyzing spatial
practices in Milan autonomist movements
(Shinya Kitagawa , Osaka)
Session 4 on “The (Geo-) Politics of
Identity” (Chair: Anton Gosar, Primorska)
brought together case studies from very
different geographic scales. The issues in the
papers ranged from symbolic and iconic
representations in the construction of
national identity in Turkmenistan (Hendrik
Meurs, Heidelberg) and multiconfessional
identities in Albania (Peter Jordan, Austria),
both on the level of nation- states, to more
specific issues like the mapping of
neoliberal Bavarian regional identities
(Gregor Glötzl and Holger Lehmeier,
Bamberg) and the critical geopolitics of
global management gurus (Sami Moisio,
Oulu).
Session 5 addressed the ongoing and
politically
explosive
conflicts
and
revolutions in the Near and Middle East
(Chair: Vladimir Kolosov, Moscow).
Besides a broader regional overview on
geostrategic aspects of the current conflicts
in the Middle East (Philippe Boulanger,
Cergy- Pontoise) the papers discussed the
Gaza - West Bank disconnect and its impact
on Israeli- Palestinian conflict resolution
(Aharon Klieman, Tel-Aviv) and specific
political and social implications of the
fences and walls between Israeli and
Palestinian territories (Nurit Kliot, Haifa).
Session 6 focused on the “political
geographies of the European Union” (Chair:
Georg Glasze, Erlangen). Two papers
addressed topics concerning EU-politics.
Tobias Chilla (Luxembourg) introduced a
new tool of European Governance, the
“European
Grouping
of
Territorial
Cooperation” initiative. Merje Kuus (British
Columbia) outlined the transnational
political geographies of knowledge in the
EU capital of Brussels. Two further papers
concentrated on border issues, one of them
reporting on the securitization of borders
(Amaël Cattaruzza, Saint-Cyr), another
focusing on the specific conditions of

transborder openness of companies in
divided cities at the Polish-German and
Polish-Czech border (Sylwia Dołzbłasz,
Wrocław).
Session 7 was dedicated to a set of case
studies in Political Geography which used
quantitative methods for their approaches
and field work (Chair: Anton Gosar,
Primorska). Vladimir Kolosov (Moscow)
presented critical and functional approaches
in geopolitics using the example of
geopolitical visions of the world. A case
study from the Puszta region showed how
gerrymandering can be a strategic tool of
power politics (Zoltán Kovács, Szeged). For
the Czech Republic, Tomáš Kostelecký
(Czech Academy of Sciences) presented an
analysis of the historical roots of
contemporary voting patterns in the Czech
Republic. From the perspective of
international relations Andrii Fedchuk
(Kiev) outlined lessons learned from the
Antarctic Treaty System against the
background of a semi- centennial Antarctic
governance.
The
13th
International
‘Lodz’
Conference on Political Geography, on
the Eastern Dimension of the European
Union, 12-14 September 2012
The 13th International ‘Lodz’ Conference
on Political Geography on The Eastern
Dimension of the European Union was held
in Chelm (Poland) and Lutsk (Ukraine) at
September 12–14. 2012. The organizers
were: Department of Political Geography
and Regional Studies University of Lodz,
Silesian Institute in Opole, Polish
Geographical Society Branch of Lodz, The
State School of Higher Education in Chełm
and Lesya Ukrainka Volyn National
University in Lutsk (Ukraine). The
conference was held under patronage of
International
Geographical
Union
Commission of Political Geography. 51
participants from Bosnia and Herzegovina,
France, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Poland,
Romania, Slovenia, Ukraine and USA,
presented 25 papers in 6 sessions.
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The substantive aim of the conference was a
discussion over the issue concerning the
eastern dimension of the United Europe.
Most of all the following problems were
raised: Eastern politics of the European
Union, Historical dimension of the EastWest relations in Europe, Relation between
EU member-countries and East European
Region Economical conditions of the EastWest relations in Europe, European
integration processes from the Ukrainian
perspective,
national
and
religious
diversification and EU-EE relations.
BRIT XII, Fukuoka, Japan-Busan, Korea
- Borderland Voices: Shaping A New
World Order, 13–16 November 2012
For the first time the Border Regions in
Transition (BRIT) meeting took place in the
Far East. In Fukuoka, Japan and Pusan,
Korea 48 countries have been represented by
close to 300 scholars. Both conference
venues would not be hosting such a number
of outstanding professionals if border issues
in the Western Pacific would not have
become centre stage news of the world
media. The conference opening discussion
was introduced by Tony Payan (University
of Texas, El Paso) who acted as moderator
to a group of experts from the Queens
University Belfast (Liam O’Dowd), the
French Institute for Higher National
Defense Studies, France (Michel Foucher),
University of Eastern Finland (James W.
Scott), Institute of Geography of the Russian
Academy of Science (Vladimir Kolossov),
University of Texas, El Paso (Kathleen
Staudt) and Kyushu University (Yuzu
Yabuno). The afternoon was devoted to
parallel sessions on several to border issues
related topics and to a special event for the
Fukuoka citizens introducing the formation
of the Fukuoka-Busan supra-regional
economic zone. Sessions continued to be
arranged on the second day of the
conference in Fukuoka. Parallel sessions
continued to be organized at the Dongseo
University venue in Pusan as the focus there
shifted to large extend to the issues of the
divided Korean peninsula: 13 sessions took
place and 41 papers have been presented.

2013 Annual Conference of the
Association of American Geographers
AAG, Los Angeles 9-23 April 2013
In April 2013 seven thousands of
geographers from around the world
convened as each year in Spring for the
Annual Conference of the Association of
American Geographers (AAG). Many of the
hundreds of sessions were sponsored by the
AAG Political Geography Specialty Group
(PGSG) and political geographers from all
over the world also attended the preconference organized at UCLA by the
PGSG on April 8. The IGU Commission on
Political Geography sponsored a wellattended
Authors-meet-critics
session
together with PGSG (Session 4628). The
book under debate was the political
geography textbook Making Political
Geography (2012 Lanham: Rowman &
Littlefield). The two authors John Agnew
and Luca Muscarà responded to comments
by Elena dell'Agnese, Takashi Yamazaki,
Colin Flint, Natalie Koch and Virginie
Mamadouh. The members of the board and
the young members of the IGU-CPG present
in Los Angeles also hold an informal
meeting, off the AAG Annual meeting.
The second edition of the Border Crossing
Seminar, Milan, 10-15 June 2013
The Border Crossing Seminar is a joint
program between the University of MilanoBicocca (Italy) and the University of Notre
Dame (USA), sponsored by the U.S. - Italy
Fulbright Commission, and by the IGU
Commission on Political Geography and
supported by: University of Cork (Ireland),
University Justus Liebig University Giessen
(Germany), University of Łódź (Poland),
University of Rzeszów (Poland), Vassar
College (USA), Fondazione per la
Citttadinanza Attiva (Rome), Bruno Kessler
Foundation (Trento). The co-organizers are
Marina Calloni (social and political
philosophy, University of Milano-Bicocca)
and Eileen Hunt Botting (political theory,
University of Notre Dame).
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The theme of the June 2013 seminar, second
meeting of “The Border Crossing Seminar”,
was "From the Polis to the City:
Perspectives on Global Justice.” "The
seminar examined the evolution of the city
within European and non-European political
theory and practice, from the polis of the
ancient Greeks, to the cosmopolis of
contemporary theories of global justice, to
the present diversity of the city of Milan.
The school featured lectures by expert
faculty from the University of Notre Dame,
the University of Milano-Bicocca, and other
universities from around the globe, in fields
such as political theory, political
philosophy,
anthropology,
sociology,
political science, and geography.
Border Studies conference on “Mapping
Conceptual
Change
in
Thinking
European Borders”, Bergamo, Italy, 3-5
July 2013
The first joint Border Studies conference of
the EU-FP7 projects EUBORDERSCAPES
and EUBORDERREGIONS on “Mapping
Conceptual Change in Thinking European
Borders”, organized in Bergamo, Italy, in
early July 2013 did not only present ongoing research activities within these two
large-scale international projects to the
wider public, but engaged also a numerous
scholars external to the projects in dialogue
and in this way contributing to the
development of conceptual, methodological
and empirical research on borders and
border crossings. Organized by the
University of Eastern Finland, in close
cooperation with Ce.R.Co. – Centro di
Ricerca sulla Complessità at the University
of Bergamo, the conference aimed to make
a constructive contribution to debate within
border studies by encouraging a processual
reading of borders as well as showcasing
border research as an interdisciplinary field
with its own academic standing. The
conference employed also the concept of
borderscapes as a way of approaching
bordering processes in specific geographical
and social contexts, both in borderlands but

also wherever a specific border has impacts,
is represented, negotiated or displaced
Whether it was the topic at hand, or the
exceptionally beautiful location in Bergamo,
the organizers were faced with a flood of
paper proposals, the number, which
eventually had to be limited due to the size
of the conference venue. In addition to the
actual conference, an internal project
workshop as well as an open summer school
was organized. The conference was kicked
off with a get-together event that took place
at GAMeC – Galleria d’Arte Moderna e
Contemporanea, where participants got to
enjoy a travelling exhibition “The Memory
of the Sea. Objects Migrating within the
Mediterranean”. This was then followed by
a screening of “Mare Chiuso/Closed Sea”
(2012), a touching film by Stefano Liberti &
Andrea Segre.
The next day, following the opening words
by Stefano Paleari, the Rector of the
University of Bergamo and the conference
organizers, the floor was given to Elena
dell'Agnese, who delivered the eye-opening
first keynote on “New Geo-graphies of
Border Landscapes”. As the second keynote,
Henk van Houtum, pushed the borders of
cartography even further in his ever so
enthusiastic
trajectory
”Towards
a
Cartography of Borderscapes”.
These though provoking lectures paved the
road for 22 parallel sessions focusing, inter
alia, on:
 Post-soviet borders and conceptual
change
 Borders, intersectionality and the
everyday
 Borders and critical geopolitics of
neighbourhood
 The state of the debate in border studies:
theories and methods
 Europeanisation: European integration
and conceptual change
 Post-colonial bordering and EuroAfrican borderscapes
 Border-crossing and cultural production
 Cross-border
cooperation
and
regionalisation processes
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Rebordering state spaces: cities, borders
and integration processes
Policies and practices of cross-border
cooperation
Post-conflict
borders
and
the
emergence of new borderscapes

In all, the presented papers clearly
showcased that concept of the border has
indeed undergone significant changes
during the last decades. After the somewhat
premature attempt to “think away” political
borders in the early 1990s, contemporary
approaches solemnly acknowledge the
continued relevance of borders for politics
and everyday life. The conference
uncovered important connections between
borders as a “challenge” to national (and
EU) policies and borders as potential
elements of political innovation through
conceptual (re-)framings of social, political,
economic and cultural spaces. As a number
of papers indicated, this requires a nuanced
and critical re-reading and understanding of
borders as resources in terms of the exercise
of power, the management of conflict, crossborder cooperation, and the everyday
negotiation of borders by “ordinary” citizens
and non-citizens. The presented papers will
be developed into an edited volume as well
as a journal special issue in order to
disseminate the findings more broadly. A
number of working papers will also be
uploaded in the project’ webpages.
Activities at the 2013 IGU REGIONAL
CONFERENCE, IN KYOTO
The IGU Kyoto Regional Conference
(KRC) was held in the Kyoto International
Conference Center, Kyoto, Japan from
August 4th to 9th, 2013. Although
categorized as ‘regional,’ it attracted more
than 1,400 participants from about 70
countries. CPG, as usual, was one of the
Commissions that organized a large number
of paper sessions in KRC (twelve sessions
and one business meeting):


New frontiers in border studies (1)
(Chair: Anton Gosar)




















New frontiers in border studies (2)
(Chair: Virginie Mamadouh)
Political rhetoric, media representation
and popular culture in the making of
state power (Chair: Anton Gosar)
Migrations, ethnic minorities and the
spatial
reconceptualization
of
citizenship
(1)
(Chair:
Shinya
Kitagawa)
Migrations, ethnic minorities and the
spatial
reconceptualization
of
citizenship
(2)
(Chair:
Elena
dell’Agnese)
Localizing social movements and
environmental
questions
in
a
globalizing world (1) (Chair: Elena
dell’Agnese)
Localizing social movements and
environmental
questions
in
a
globalizing world (2) (Chair: Yuichi
Kagawa)
Militarization and de-militarization
from a comparative perspective (1):
Security and subject (Chair: Takashi
Yamazaki)
Militarization and de-militarization
from a comparative perspective (2):
Okinawa and its re-/de-militarization
(Chair: Colin Flint)
Contemporary political geography and
geopolitics in Asia (1): Dynamics in
East Asia (Chair: Takashi Yamazaki)
Contemporary political geography and
geopolitics in Asia (2): International
tensions and cooperations (Chair: Sang
Hyun Chi)
Re-theorizing territory, sovereignty,
and space (Chair: Akihiko Takagi)

The Political Geography sessions involved
scholars from all over the globe including
Japan, Poland, the Netherlands, India,
Hungary, South Korea, Italy, Finland,
Russia, South Africa, the Ukraine, Great
Britain, Switzerland, Taiwan, and the United
States. Most interesting were the
collaborations and counter-perspectives on
the topics of borders and borderlands.
Particularly pleasing was the continuation of
political geography’s ability to seamlessly
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accommodate graduate students and
established scholars in the same sessions.
Post conference fieldtrip to Okinawa, 1012 August 2013
The theme of the trip was “Militarization
and demilitarization of Okinawa as a
geostrategic “keystone” under the JapanU.S. alliance” and co-organized by the
Political Geography Research Group of the
Human Geographical Society of Japan and
the Okinawa Geographical Society. The
planning of the trip was supported by the
General Affairs Department of Okinawa
City Government and other local officials.
Part of the trip expense was covered by the
research grant from the Osaka City
University Research Center for Human
Rights. The trip began with visits to the
controversial US Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma and the huge US Kadena Air Base
and stayed for two nights in the typical ‘base
town’ of Koza. The trip ended with a visit to
US Marine Corps Camp Hansen in which a
military helicopter crashed just a week
before the trip began. By listening to both
Okinawan and American voices at each site,
the participants were able to comprehend the
complexity, profoundness, and prospects of
issues on the militarized island.

perspectives of the Port of Trieste. In the
final day, a concluding round table
“Geopolitics Towards the Future” was
chaired by Lucio Caracciolo, Director of
Limes, the most prominent Italian journal of
geopolitics. The conference was enriched by
the presence of scholars, PhD students and
many exponents of the diplomatic and
political world, whose different perspectives
enriched the discussion in a very stimulating
way.
IV EUGEO Conference, Rome, 4-7
September 2013
The conference, co-sponsored by all the four
Italian geograohical associations and also by
IGU, was opened by a lecture from Vladimir
Kolossov, IGU President, on “Sovereignty,
‘Stateness’ and Contested Borders in the
Contemporary Geopolitical Context”. Many
sessions on political gegraphy themes were
offered. The session officially co-sponsored
by the Commission on Political Geography,
“New geo-graphies of exile. Displacements,
re-placements and literary reconstructions of
belonging”, was organized by Elena
dell’Agnese and by Michael Shapiro.
2.2. Future events

Geopolitics Towards the Future, Rome,
September 2013

Political Geography of the Environment
conference in Eugene, Oregon, June 1921, 2014

The Conference was organized by prof.
Paola Pagnini, Dean at the University
Niccolò Cusano, and Anton Gosar, former
Chair of our Commission. It lasted three full
days. It was mainly focused on the new
scenarios and new problems of the incoming
future, investigated with a geopolitical, geoeconomical and mainly interdisciplinary
approach. Geopolitical scenarios, both
dynamic and complex, in Europe, Africa,
Asia and America, have been the topics of
the many sessions and round tables. A
special session, focused on “Global
Integration and Networks”, was devoted to
the Adriatic Forum 2013. The Forum
included a discussion about the future

The meeting will consist of two days of
sessions, followed by an optional day-long
field trip to the Oregon coast on June 21.
One of the clearest obstacles to the effort to
confront environmental problems is the
fragmentation of the planet into political
spaces, few of which are meaningful
ecological units. The issue is not just that
ecological and political boundaries do not
coincide; the very roles that territorial states
play in the international state system and the
world economy frequently work against
collective action in the interests of the
environment. Building on a tradition of
examining the relationship between spaces
of
governance
and
environmental
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geographies, this conference will explore the
role political geographic arrangements and
understandings play in the effort to address
the myriad environmental challenges of our
time. Contributions are welcome addressing
such issues as:
Transnational regulation regimes and
the special issues presented by
environments that do not lie within the
territories of individual states
The political geographic dimensions of
environmental security
The geopolitical implications of
environmental change
Critical geopolitics and environmental
discourse
The
geographical
circumstances
affecting the emergence and success of
environmental movements
The problems and prospects of
collective resource management in
different political contexts
The use of environmental strategies in
the pursuit of political-territorial
objectives
The implications of environmental
change for theorizations of the
relationship between space and politics











Confirmed keynote speakers for the
conference include Simon Dalby and
Shannon O’Lear.
14th International ‘Lodz’ Political
Geography Conference / Pre-conference
of the IGU Commission on Political
Geography (CPG), Lopuszna, Poland,
August 15-17, 2014
The subject of the conference is:
Geographical-political aspects of the
transborder conservation of natural and
cultural heritage
The conference organizers intend to discuss
the following issues:


integration vs. peripherality – changes in
border regions;







contemporary changes in border regions
– new challenges for political geography;
geopolitics of borders and borderlands in
globalised World;
the role of Euroregions in the transborder
heritage conservation;
transborder conservation of natural and
cultural heritage between the EU member
and not-member countries;
contemporary practice in the field of the
conservation of natural and cultural
heritage all over the World.
Activities at the IGU Regional
Conference, Krakow, 18-24 August 2014
Sessions proposed by C12.33 Commission
on Political Geography:
 Contemporary conflicts and new/old
forms of belligerence
 Globalization, sharing/gift economies,
and contested everyday futures
geographies
of
 Political
multilingualism
 European
integration,
conflict
resolutions and persisting divides
 Here, there, everywhere: social
movements spatializing dissent
 Concepts of power and space in ‘post
political’ approaches
 The political geographies of 'postgrowth' discourses
 The politics of the commodification of
nature
Joint Sessions:
 C12.10 Gender and Geography /C12.33
Political Geography
 Climate
change,
environmental
discourse and gender
 Gender, human rights and citizenship
C12.15 Geography of Tourism, Leisure, and
Global Change / C12.33 Political
Geography:
 Tourism and political borders
 Dark Tourism, Heritage and War
C12.20 History of Geography / C12.33
Political Geography:
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What (political) geography ought to be?
Theoretical approaches to and historical
perspectives on geography and
geopolitics as instruments of peace

C12.33 Political Geography / C12.39 Urban
Commission: Urban Challenges in a
Complex World:
 Beyond global cities' system: cities as
geopolitical actors in the complex world
East-West Borderscapes: Imprints Of
World Wars on European Border
Landscapes (October 2 – 5, 2014), TriesteKoper
Building on a tradition, the conference
organisers are looking forward to examine
the relationship between spaces of
governance in places where substantial
change has taken place (as the result of the
winning powers). This conference will
explore
how
political
geographic
arrangements and understandings have left
imprints on past, present and on future
borderscapes. It will in particular identify
major imprints which are to be experienced
in the border areas:
 Imprints of Empires
 Imprints of nationalism
 Imprints of socialism
 Imprints
of
neo-liberalism
(globalisation).
The discussion will take into consideration
the reality of the Alps-Adriatic region where
the battle of Caporetto (Kobarid) became
synonymous for a total defeat of a nation
(for a short while). Other similar topics and,
in particular cross-cultural comparisons of
imprints left in border spaces by war and
post-WW arrangements are welcome. The
meeting will consist of sessions and two
days of excursion (including field-work
related sessions). The conference locations
are Trieste and Koper; excursions will take
the conference participants to the battle
fields of WW1, around Kobarid/Bovec and
to other places where imprints of the 20th
century World Wars have left substantial
imprints.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration with other IGU
Commissions and Task Forces
The Commission on Political Geography is
working with other IGU Commissions, in
order to organise a group of joint sessions in
the IGU RC in Krakow. Hopefully, a
strongest collaboration will follow.
with
other
3.2. Collaboration
international,
intergovernmental,
and inter- and multi-disciplinary
groups
The Commission on Political Geography
has been actively collaborating with other
international research groups, such as BRIT
(Border Regions in Transition), ABS
(Association of Borderlands Studies),
Società Geografica Italiana, EuGeo,
Association of American Geography
Political Geography Study Group, and many
others, in order to co-organise and cosponsor conference and seminars.
3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC
(International
Social
Science
Council) and with ICSU (the
International Council for Science)
programs
The Commission has brought the San
Francisco Declaration on Research
Assessment (DORA), initiated by the
American Society for Cell Biology (ASCB)
and adopted December 2012 during the
ASCB Annual Meeting in San Francisco. To
the attention of the Executive Committee.
The Commission Was pleased to see that the
Executive Committee has decided to sign
the Declaration on behalf of the IGU.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues
and books
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On the Commission website are available
the three newsletters edited in 2012 and
2013 (n. 15, 16 and 17).
In the same span of time, some of the papers
presented in IGU CPG sponsored or
organized
conferences
(such
as
Borderscapes III) have been submitted to
different journals and are now in the referee
process.
The AAG 2013 session Authors-meet-critics
session, organized by the commission
together with PGSG led to the publication of
the Review Forum “Reading John Agnew
and Luca Muscarà’s Making Political
Geography”, by Virginie Mamadouh, Elena
dell’Agnese, Takashi Yamazaki, Colin
Flint, Natalie Koch, Luca Muscarà and John
Agnew, Political Geography, 38 (2014) pp.
46-56.
As far as the second edition of the Border
Crossing Seminar is concerned, seminar
papers and students' final works will be
published in an annual e-book with the
imprint of the University of MilanoBicocca.
4.2. Commission website

http://www.igu-cpg.unimib.it/
webmaster: Anna Casaglia
anna.casaglia@unimib.it
The Commission also have a mailing list;
in order to Subscribe to the CPG new
mailing list, it is necessary to send an
empty email to IGU-CPG-join@list.uva.nl
The Commission has got a Facebook group.
IGU CPG Commission on Political
Geography
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4560545
97763023/

5. Archival Contributions
Materials and publications transmitted to the
IGU archives by your commission. Copies
of all newsletters, monographs, special
journal issues, etc. should be sent to IGU
Secretary General upon publication.
Photographs from your meetings, field
excursions, or other events that you are
willing to share will be gratefully received
and will be included in the IGU eNewsletter.
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C12.34 Population Geography
1.

Membership

1.1. Steering Committee
Samuel Agyei-Mensah
agyeimens@yahoo.com
University of Ghana
Paul Gans
paulgans@rumms.uni-mannheim.de
University of Mannheim
Elli Heikkila
elheik@utu.fi
Institute of Migration (Turku)
Graeme Hugo
graeme.hugo@adelaide.edu.au
University of Adelaide
Gunnar Malmberg
gunnar.malmberg@geography.umu.se
University of Umeå
Satoshi Nakagawa
nakagawa@econ.kobe-u.ac.jp
Kobe University
Bruce Newbold
newbold@mcmaster.ca

McMaster University
Etienne Piguet
etienne.piguet@unine.ch (chair)
Université de Neuchâtel
Alina Potrykowska
A.Potrykowska@stat.gov.pl
Polish Academy of Sciences
Nikola Sander
nikola.sander@oeaw.ac.at (secretary)
Wittgenstein Centre (Vienna)
Jianfa Shen
jianfa@cuhk.edu.hk (vice-chair)
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Darren Smith
d.p.smith@lboro.ac.uk
University of Loughborough
Suzanne Davies Withers
swithers@u.washington.edu
University of Washington
Brenda Yeoh Saw Ai
geoysa@nus.edu.sg
National University of Singapore
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1.2. Corresponding members
At the end of 2013 the Commission had 238 registered corresponding members from 41 countries.
UK

44

Hong Kong

5

Greece

2

Hungary

1

USA

30

South Africa

5

Latvia

2

India

1

Unknown

28

Thailand

4

Netherlands

2

Ireland

1

Australia

17

France

3

Poland

2

Korea

1

Germany

17

Israel

3

Serbia

2

Mexico

1

China

8

Italy

3

Spain

2

Portugal

1

Japan

8

Singapore

3

Egypt

1

Russia

1

New Zealand

8

Switzerland

3

Estonia

1

Taiwan

1

Sweden

7

Austria

2

Fiji

1

Turkey

1

Canada

6

Brazil

2

Ghana

1

Total

238

Czech Republic

5

Finland

2
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2. Meetings

3. Networking

2.1. Meetings organized and/or sponsored

In addition to the collaborations with other
IGU
Commissions,
the
Population
Commission has maintain a close
collaboration with the conference series held
every two years under the title International
Conference on Population Geographies.
The 2013 conference was held in Groningen
(NL). The plan is to continue to engage with
this series in Brisbane, Australia, 2015.



Second Workshop on Climate Change
and Migration in Mountain Areas,
Neuchâtel, Switzerland, May 2013



International
Workshop
on
Encountering Urban Diversity in
Southeast Asia: Class and Other
Intersections, Singapore, May 2013



7th International Conference on
Population Geographies, Groningen,
Netherlands, June 2013



Conference “EUGEO”, Rome, Italy,
September 2013



IGU Kyoto Regional
Japan, August 2013



Conference,

Comment questionner les liens
migrations et développement dans les
Afriques du centre et de l’ouest,
Dschang, Cameroon, November 2013

4. Publishing
4.1. Newsletters
The Commission has produced two
electronic Newsletters in 2013. The current
Newsletter Editor is Dr Nikola Sander
(Vienna, Austria). All Newsletters have
been deposited at the Home of Geography.
4.2. Commission website
The website is
http://www.arts.adelaide.edu.au/socialscien
ces/igu/index.html
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C12.35 Sustainability of Rural Systems
1.

Membership

1.1. Steering committee
Ana Maria Viegas Firmino (Chair)
Dept. of Geography & Regional Planning
Universidade Nova de Lisboa
Av. De Berna, 26 – C, Lisbon 1069-061
Portugal
am.firmino@fcsh.unl.pt

amitirit@gmail.com
Jones, Roy
Department of Urban and Regional
Planning
Curtin University
GPO Box U1987
Perth, WA 6845
Australia
R.Jones@curtin.edu.au

Doo-Chul Kim (Chair)
Graduate School of Environmental and Life
Science,
Okayama University
3-1-1 Tsushima-naka Okayama 700-8530
Japan
kim@cc.okayama-u.ac.jp

Lober, Lučka
Dept. of Geography
Faculty of Arts
University of Maribor
Koroška cesta 160
2000 Maribor
Slovenia
lucka.lorber@uni-mb.si

Armanca, Catalina
Department of Geography
West University of Timisoara
4, b-dul V. Parvan 300223 Timisoara,
Romania
cancutafr @ yahoo.com

Serge, Schmitz
Institut de geographie,
University of Liege
Allee du 6 aout, 2-B 4000, Liege
Belgium
S.Schmitz@ulg.ac.be

Barcus, Holly
Geography Department
Macalester College
1600 Grand Ave, Saint Paul Minnesota
55105
USA
barcus@macalester.edu
Cawley, Mary
School of Geography and Archaelogy
National University of Ireland
Galway
Ireland
mary.cawley@nuigalway.ie

Thissen, Frans
Department of Geography, Planning and
International Development
Studies
University of Amsterdam
Plantage Muidergracht 14
1018 TV Amsterdam
Netherland
J.F.C.M.Thissen@uva.nl

Cohen, Irit Amit
Dept. of Geography
Bar Ilan University
Ramat-Gan
Israel

In 2013, two new members were added to
the Steering Committee: Prof. Holly Barcus,
Macalester College, USA; Prof. Serge
Schmitz, University of Liege, Belgium.
1.2. Corresponding members
In 2013 the commission set up an internetbased communication platform, a mailing
251

- 250 -

list for the IGU Commission on the
Sustainability of Rural Systems. It is a
closed system to non-members, but open to
all of the corresponding members of the IGU
Commission on the Sustainability of Rural
Systems. Once an email address of a certain
member has been registered to this system,
he/she can post easily at any time to all of
the corresponding members. The address of

this system is: igu-csrs@cc.okayamau.ac.jp, based on Okayama University,
Japan and managed by Prof. Doo-Chul KIM,
the co-chair of the commission. Once a
member posts a message to the address, it is
automatically forwarded to all of the
corresponding members.

The number of corresponding members of CSRS is 517 in total from 54 countries as of 1
December, 2013.
Australia

26

Germany

27

Morocco

1

Spain

39

Austria

3

Greece

1

Netherlands

9

Sri Lanka

1

Bangladesh

1

Guinea

1

New Zealand

4

Sudan

1

Belgium

7

Haiti

1

Nigeria

2

Sweden

4

Brazil

20

Hawaii

1

Poland

3

Syria

1

Burundi

1

Hong Kong

1

Portugal

8

Taiwan

2

Canada

54

India

13

Romania

5

Thailand

4

Chili

2

Iran

2

Russia

3

Turkey

2

China

12

Ireland

16

Saudi Arabia

1

UK

17

Columbia

1

Israel

4

Singapore

1

USA

21

Czech Republic

7

Italy

8

Slovakia

1

Vietnam

5

Egypt

2

Japan

113

Slovenia

2

Yugoslavia

2

Finland

1

Malaysia

1

South Africa

6

Others

5

France

16

Mexico

1

South Korea

24

Total

517

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings organised and/or sponsored
20th Annual Colloquium Commission on
the Sustainability of Rural Systems
Université Paul Valery Montpellier 3,
France, 20-24 July 2012
This colloquium was organized by Prof.
Lucette Laurens, Université Paul Valery
Montpellier 3, France. Originally, the 20th
Annual Colloquium of the Commission was
supposed to be held at Charles University in
Prague, Czech Republic, during 20 -26
August, 2013 organized by Prof. Radim
Perlín and Prof. Ivan Bičík. But it was

unfortunately cancelled without any notice
to the Commission on the Sustainability of
Rural Systems, though the former co-chairs
and the members of the steering committee
had repeatedly requested information on the
preparations for the colloquium. In these
circumstances, and at very short notice, the
commission had to change the venue to
Université Paul Valery Montpellier 3,
France, where the former co-chair Prof.
Lucette Laurens undertook the colloquium
organisation. Moreover, the pre-registration
list was not transferred to the commission.
Given these difficulties in advertising notice
of the new venue within a short period of
time, only 14 members could participate,
from Australia (3), Brazil(2), France(1),
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Ireland(1), Israel(1), Japan(2), Portugal(3),
and Slovenia(1). The activities were divided
into one and half day paper presentation and
another one and half day field excursion in
South France.

The activities were divided into two days of
paper presentations (36) and four days of
field excursions.

Presentation themes:

-

-

-

-

Discussing the countryside and rural
sustainability
Land use, agricultural and nonagricultural activities and new functions
of the countryside
Agro-complexes for food, fibre and biofuel production in global markets
Quality production, environmental
services and fair trade for conservation
and social justice
Governance and social networks in
rural restructuring
Identity and cultural heritage in local
development

21st Annual Colloquium Commission on
the Sustainability of Rural Systems
Nagoya University, Japan, 29 July-4 August
2013
The 2013 colloquium of the Commission
was a pre-IGU 2013 Kyoto Regional
Conference meeting organized by Professor
Doo-Chul KIM, Okayama University,
Japan, from 29 July to 4 August with the
general theme of Globalization and New
Challenges of Agricultural and Rural
Systems. It was the second meeting for the
Commission on the Sustainability of Rural
Systems in Japan, following the 1995
Tsukuba Colloquium.
There were 39 participants from 16
countries and 36 presentations including two
keynote speeches and 8 poster presentations.
Another 16 scholars contributed to this
Colloquium as co-authors. The 39
participants were from Australia (2),
Belgium(2),
Brazil(1),
Canada(1),
France(1),
Israel(3),
Japan(16),
Nederland(2), Portugal(1), Romania(1),
South Korea(5), Spain(1), Turkey(1),
USA(1), and Vietnam(1).

Presentation themes:

-

The social construction and analysis of
'rural sustainability'
Governance and rural development:
progress and prospects
Rural
society,
population
and
settlement under conditions of
economic and social change
Sustainability and the rural business
enterprise
Heritage, tourism and environment:
challenges and opportunities
Sustainability in the interaction
between rural and urban systems
Land use, agriculture and food: issues
of local sustainability in a global
context

Field excursion themes in Central Japan
Atsumi Peninsula: Sustainable or Neoproductivist
Agricultural
Development?
 Shirakawa-go & Tonami dispersed
settlement (sankyo-son): Rural tourism
renews remote mountain villages?
 Noto Peninsula designated as a site of
GIAHS: Japanese cultural landscape
and new challenges in remote rural
areas
 Lake Biwa and its Watershed: Rich
history and environmental friendly
agriculture
Salient insights and conclusions from the
21st Annual Colloquium






Concepts of rural space and landscape
have been developed with reference to
sustainability and new forms and
functions of the countryside in different
regions of the world with regard to
global and local processes
The rise of new productive and service
relationships
for
quality
and
differentiated markets which increase
farm income and quality of life.
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The development of agro-ecological
farm systems related to consumer
concerns over food and environmental
quality
Spreading multi-functionality involving
farm and non-farm activities alongside
and in the same rural establishment to
overcome
problems
with
overspecialization and falling farm
incomes
The
increasing
importance
of
production and the use of rural space for
renewable energy sources
Local political empowerment and
community development based on
building social capital and multi-scalar
networks
The predominance of conflict over land
and resources in contexts of extreme
poverty in less developed countries
distant from the realities of postindustrial regions
Difficulties with governance involving
participatory rural development in poor
nations

IGU 2013 Kyoto Regional Conference
Kyoto International Conference Center,
Japan, 4-9 August 2013
The Commission on the Sustainability of
Rural Systems had 9 sessions with 35
presentations at 2013 Kyoto Regional
Conference. Among them, 3 sessions with
11 papers were the joint session with the
Commission
on
Marginalization,
Globalization and Regional and Local
Responses. The titles of each session are as
follows:
254

Rural areas, Development Dynamics,
Policy Options and Marginalization (3
joint sessions)
Environmental challenges, agricultural
production and food security (2
sessions)
Competing land use systems and rural
demographic trends in the restructuring
countryside (2 sessions)
The
impact
of
globalization,
agribusiness and international trade on

-

local agricultural systems and people (1
session)
Policy, governance and local resistance
in sustainability of rural systems in
localities and regions (1 session)

2.2. Future events
22nd Annual Colloquium Commission on
the Sustainability of Rural Systems
Bucharest and Sibiu, Romania 24 August - 3
September 2014
The 2014 colloquium of the Commission
will be a post--IGU 2013 Kracow Regional
Conference event, organized by Professor
Ioan Ianos at University of Bucharest from
24 August - 3 September 2014, with the
theme of Rural Life and rural systems
between traditional and integrated urbanrural development. The colloquium has the
objectives of deepening ties with East
European geographers. The event is still in
the registration phase so the number of
participants is still not available. As usual,
the activities will be divided into days and
part-days of paper presentations and field
excursions.
IGU 2014 Krakow Regional Conference
Krakow, Poland, 18-22 August 2014
The Commission on the Sustainability of
Rural Systems has proposed 10 sessions at
2014 Krakow Regional Conference. Among
them, one session is the joint session with
the Commission on Gender and Geography.
For those sessions, 35 oral presentations and
5 poster presentations were submitted. The
titles of each session are as follows:
-

Heritage and Tourism for a Sustainable
Territorial Development (2 sessions)
Women in Agriculture - strategies to
reach equity and fight back hunger (2
joint sessions)
Farming in Peri-Urban Areas and
Rural-Urban Interactions (2 sessions)
Socieities in Transition – evidence of
changes in values and expectations (2
sessions)
- 253 -

-

Food Chains and the 3 S (Sovereignity,
Safety and Sustainability) (2 sessions)

23rd Annual Colloquium Commission on
the Sustainability of Rural Systems
Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal,
27th July- 2nd August 2015
The 2015 colloquium of the Commission
will be organized by Prof. Ana Maria Viegas
Firmino, Universidade Nova de Lisboa from
the 27th July to the 2nd August 2015, with
the title “Sustainability of Rural Systems:
smart answers for a smiling future”. The
Fieldwork will deal with the theme
“Tourism and Wellness in the Douro Valley”
and will be organized together with the
Universities of Coimbra, Porto and Minho.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
Commissions




with

Other

IGU

Organizing 3 joint sessions with the
Commission
on
Marginalization,
Globalization and Regional and Local
Responses at 2013 Kyoto Regional
Conference
Organizing one joint session with the
Commission on Gender at Krakow
Regional Conference, in 2014

3.2. Collaboration
with
IGU-CSRS
Members of the Steering Commission




- 254 -

Irit Amit Cohen (February – May,
2012) Stage at Universidade Nova de
Lisboa, Faculty of Human and Social
Sciences. Collaboration in the Ph. D.
Course: Geography and Territorial
Planning (March, 2012) with a Seminar
on “Values and sites, attitudes for
development – the status of cultural
built heritage in the Kibbutz”, Bar Ilan
University, Tel-Aviv, Israel.
Roy Jones (September 2013-August
2014) Visiting Professorship (0.2) at the
Department of History, University of
Gloucestershire; collaborative research
on rural change.

with
Other
3.3. Collaboration
International,
Intergovernmental
and Multidisciplinary Groups
Commission members as individuals or
groups have participated in collaboration
with the following research, planning and
extension institutions:












Participation
in
bilateral,
multidisciplinary projects of the
research in OECD “Rural-Urban
Partnerships: an integrated approach to
economic development”, financed by
OCDE and the European Union
(coordinator of the Portuguese casestudy in Castelo Branco). Presentation
of the Portuguese case-study in
Bologna, Italy, in October 2013
Participation at Eugeo Conference,
Universitá de la Sapienza, Rome, Italy,
as co-chair of the IGU-CSRS, in the
coordination of Pannel “Agriculture
Policy role and value in a changing
world. Food-Agriculture-Environment
as key factors in order to get through the
current global economic crisis, together
with Prof. Gemma Grillotti.
Participation and organizing “KoreaChina-Japan Joint Conference on
Geography” since 2008.
Coordinator of bilateral project between
Okayama University, Japan and Hue
University,
Vietnam
concerning
sustainability
of
rural
and
environmental system.
Participation and organizing Korean
Rural Geography Association.
Cooperation with SEAGA(Southeast
Asian Geography Association.
Organisation of the Institute of
Australian Geographers Conference,
Perth, July 2013
Research
on
World
Heritage
designations in remote Western
Australia for the state Department of
Environment and Conservation and
Tourism Western Australia
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Non Member Director of the Wadjuk
Boodja
Gateway
Aboriginal
Corporation

4. Publications

4.1. Special journal issues and books
Most of the publications have been
collections of papers presented at the annual
colloquia. The edited books are organized
around the themes of each colloquium and
usually published six to twelve months after
the event. Consequently, the publications
are not mere proceedings. Individual authors
are encouraged to take into account
comments made at the time of their
presentations as well as to mature their ideas
according to general themes of the
colloquium. All the publications use a
process of peer review. The followings are
just a part of articles published by the
Commission members.
Cawley, M. Bicalho, A.M.S.M., and
Laurens, L. (eds.), 2013, The Sustainability
of Rural Systems: Local and Global
Challenges and Opportunities, Whitaker
Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS of the
International Geographical Union. (The
Proceedings of the 19th Annual
Colloquium
Commission
on
the
Sustainability of Rural Systems in
Galway, 2011)
Nguyen Trinh Minh Anh and Kim DooChul, 2013,”Inter-ethnic Assimilation and
Differentiation in Rural Development: Local
response to Forestry Land Allocation in
Vietnam”, in M. Cawley, A. M. Bicalho and
L. Laurens (eds.), The sustainability of
Rural Systems: Local and Global
Challenges and Opportunities, Whitaker
Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS of the
International Geographical Union. (in print)
Chau Ngoc Minh Hoang and Doo-Chul
Kim, 2013, “Suppliers networks in rural
tourism: the case of Phu Quoc Island,
Vietnam”, Journal of Systematic Regional
Geography, 19-2, pp.25-46.

Doo-Chul Kim and Truong Quang Hoang,
2013, “Development of Coffee Production
and Land Mobility in Dak Lak, Vietnam”,
Journal of the Economic Geographical
Society of Korea, 16-3, 359-371.
Chau Ngoc Minh Hoang and Doo-Chul
Kim, 2013,” Stakeholder Networks
Supplying Rural Tourism in The Mekong
Delta, Vietnam: The Case of Thoi Son Islet,
Tien Giang Province”, Journal of the
Economic Geographical Society of Korea,
16-3, 423-444.
Asano Toshihisa, Kim Doo-Chul, Hirai
Yukihiro, Kagawa Yuichi, Ito Tatsuya,
2013, “Residents and Environmental
Conservation of the Upo Wetlands Ramsar
Site, Republic of Korea”, E-journal GEO,82, 223-241.
Doo-Chul Kim, 2013, “Development and
Geography”, in The Human Geographical
Society of Japan (eds.), The Dictionalry of
Huamn Geography, Maruzen, 490-491.
Jun Tsuchiya, Hiroo Kamiya and Kim DooChul, 2012, “Working and life conditions of
Japanese single women in Ho Chi Minh
City”, Urban Geography of Japan, 6, 16-28.
Doo-Chul Kim and Nguyen Huu Ngu, 2012,
“Shrimp Aquaculture and Changes in
Fishery Communities in Vietnam”, in Asano
Toshihisa and Nakajima Koji (eds.), Social
geographies of nature, Kaiseisha, 257-272.
Doo-Chul Kim, 2012, “Some Current
Features of Geography in Korea”, Journal of
Geography (Chigaku Zasshi), 121-5, 815823.
Firmino, Ana, 2014, “Agriculture and
Ecotourism in India’s Goa Province: A
Taste of Spices”, in Lee Jolliffe(eds.), Spices
and Tourism: Destinations and Attractions,
Channel View Publications, Canada.
(forthcoming)
Firmino,
Ana,
2013,”
Food
and
Consumption: How a Meal can Change the
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World”, in Mary Cawley, Ana Maria
Bicalho, Lucette Laurens (eds.), The
Sustainability of Rural Systems: global and
local challenges and opportunities,
Whitaker Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS
of the International Geographical Union.
Firmino, Ana, 2013, “The Future is in the
Countryside: survival kit for a world in
crisis?” in Ana Bicalho and Lucette Laurens
(eds.) (accepted for publication)
Barcus,
H.R.,
2013,
“Sustainable
Development or Integrated Rural Tourism?
Considering the Overlap in Rural
Development Strategies.” Journal of Rural
and Community Development (Special
Issue) 8-2.
Werner, C. and H. R. Barcus. “Discovering
a sense of well-being through the revival of
Islam: Profiles of Kazakh Imams in western
Mongolia”.
Central
Asian
Survey.
(forthcoming)
Barcus, H.R. and Laura Simmons*, 2013,
“Ethnic Restructuring in rural America:
Migration and the changing faces of rural
communities in the Great Plains”.
Professional Geographer 65-1,130-152.
Brede, Namara*, Holly R. Barcus and
Cynthia Werner, “Negotiating Everyday
Islam after Socialism: A Study of the
Kazakhs of Bayan-Ulgii, Mongolia”, in Stan
Brunn (ed.) The Changing World Religion
Map. (forthcoming).
Barcus, H.R. and Werner, C.A., 2012,
“Transnational Migration, Local Economic
Change, and the Persistence and Adaptation
of Rural Livelihoods: A Case Study of the
Kazakh Diaspora in Western Mongolia” in
Cawley, M. Bicalho, A.M.S.M., and
Laurens, L. (eds.), The Sustainability of
Rural Systems: Local and Global
Challenges and Opportunities, Whitaker
Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS of the
International Geographical Union.

Vanderheiden V., Van Der Horst D., Van
Rompaey A. and Schmitz S., 2014,
“Perceiving the Ordinary, a study of
everyday
landscapes
in
Belgium”,
Tijdschrift voor Economishe en Sociale
geografie, DOI: 10.1111/tesg.12066
Dubois C. and Schmitz S., 2013, “What is
the position of agritourism on the Walloon
tourist market?”, EuropeanCountryside, 54, 295-307.
Potocnick I. and Schmitz S., 2013, “Farm
tourism
across
Europe”,
European
Countryside, 5-4, 265-274.
Schmitz S., 2013, “The prohibition of
dogcarts: a hidden agricultural policy?” in
Peter Moser, Tony Varley (eds.), State
Agricultural
Policies:
Causes,
Implementation
and
Consequences”,
Turnhout : Brepols, 289-299.
Lekané Tsobgou D. and Schmitz S., 2012.
“Le tourisme dit “ethnique“ : multiples
usages d’un concept flou”, BSGLg, 59, 5-16.
(Ethnic tourism. Multiple Uses of the Notion
of Authenticity)
Schmitz S., 2012, “Un besoin de territoire à
soi : quelques clés pour un aménagement des
espaces
communs”,
Belgeo,
1-2,
http://belgeo.revues.org/6627
(Human
Territoriality from a Place Management
Perspective)
Schmitz S., 2012, “Le « mode d’habiter »:
analyse de l’usage d’une notion émergente
en géographie”, in O.Lazzarotti (ed.),
L’habiter vers un nouveau concept, Paris:
Armand Collin, 35-47. (Way of Dwelling: a
new Perspective in Geography)
Schmitz
S.,
Vanderheyden
V.,
Vandenbrouckes S. and Loopmans M.,
2012, “The Shaping of Social attitudes
toward Energy-Parks in the Belgian
Countryside”, Horizons in geography, 8182, 83-93.
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Schmitz S., Potocnick I., 2013, “Farm
tourism
across
Europe”,
European
Countryside, 5-4.
Argent N., Tonts M., Jones R and Holmes J,
“The amenity principle, internal migration
and rural development in Australia”, Annals
of
the
Association
of
American
Geographers. (in press)
Argent N., Tonts M., Jones R and Holmes
J., 2013, “A creativity-led rural renaissance?
Amenity-led migration, the creative turn and
the uneven development of rural Australia”,
Applied Geography, 44, 88-98.
Catlin J. Campbell R., Hughes, M., Jones T
and Jones R, 2013, “Keeping perspective on
using tourism values for conservation- reply
to Vianna”, Biological Conservation, 166,
303.
Jones R., 2012, “Time-specific martyr or
enduring symbol? Tom Edwards and
Western Australian labour heritage 19192010”, pp.197-207 in I. Robertson (ed.)
Heritage from Below: Social Protest and
Resistance, Ashgate, Aldershot.
Jones R. and Selwood J., 2012, “From
shackies to silver nomads: coastal recreation
and coastal heritage in Western Australia”
pp. 125-145 in I. Robertson (ed.) Heritage
from Below: Social Protest and Resistance,
Ashgate, Aldershot.
Hughes M. Tye M. and Jones R., 2013,
“Whose land is it anyway? Contesting urban
fringe nature-based tourism and recreation
in Western Australia”, Tourism Recreation
Research, 38, 29-42.
Catlin J., Hughes M. Jones T. Jones R. and
Campbell R., 2013, “Valuing Individual
Animals through Tourism: Science or

Speculation?”,
157, 93-98.

Biological Conservation,

Jones R. and Shaw B., 2012, “Thinking
locally, acting globally? Stakeholder
conflicts over UNESCO World Heritage
Inscription in Western Australia”, Journal of
Heritage Tourism, 7, 83-96.
Catlin J. Jones T. and Jones R., 2012,
“Balancing commercial and environmental
needs: licensing as a means of managing
whale shark tourism on Ningaloo Reef”,
Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 20, 163178.
Jones R. and Dolin T., 2012, “Literary
heritage or national heritage? Landscape
preservation and change in Dorset”,
pp.1119-1125 in Amoeda, R. et al. (eds.)
Heritage 2012: Heritage and Sustainable
Development, Green Lines Institute for
Sustainable Development, Porto, Portugal.
Duram, L. and Cawley, M., 2012, “Irish
chefs and restaurants in the geography of
‘local’ food value chains”, The Open
Geography Journal, 5, 16-25.
Conway, T. and Cawley, M., 2012,
“Organizational networking in an emerging
ecotourism destination”, Tourism Planning
and Development, 9-4, 1-13.
Cawley, M., 2012, “Networks and
networking in rural tourism”, Horizons in
Geography, 81-82, 69-82.
4.2. Commission website
http://www.igu-csrs.ccsv.okayama-u.ac.jp/
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C12.36 Toponomy
1.

The Commission

For some years, during the sessions of the
UNGEGN (United Nations of Groups of
Experts on Geographical Names), several
topics on toponymy have been discussed. In
a prestigious venue like this some scholars,
Cosimo Palagiano, Helen Kerfoot, Peter
Jordan, Georg Gartner and others proposed
to establish a Commission of Toponymy,
which would study the Geographical names
from the point of view both of geography
and cartography.
The geographical names are the object of
study of many bodies, the same UNGEGN,
the ICOS (International Council of
Onomastic Sciences) and many other
conferences have been held in many
countries on Geographic Names. During the
30th General Assembly of ICSU held in FAO
Rome (27-30 September 2011 Ron Abler,
Mike Meadows, Georg Gartner and Cosimo
Palagiano agreed to establish a joint IGU
Commission/ICA Working Group on
Toponymy.
During
the
Regional
Geographical
Conference of Santiago de Chile (14-18
November 2011) Ron Abler, the President
of the IGU, established that a
Commission/Working Group on Toponymy
that has been under discussion between ICA
and IGU for some time is now formed after
several preliminary meetings between
interested members of both organizations.
After reviewing the proposal submitted by
IGU representative Cosimo Palagiano, the
executive
committee
approved
establishment of the body contingent upon
the submission of an appropriate Steering
Committee and on approval by the ICA,
whose executive committee will consider
the proposal in late November 2011.
New ICA President Georg Gartner is
enthusiastic about the joint body. Palagiano

was appointed the IGU Co-Chair of the new
group; the ICA appointed the other co-chair
Paulo Márcio Leal de Menezes. The joint
group is sponsoring a paper session at the
Santiago Regional Conference.
2.

Mission

The joint IGU Commission/ICA WG on
Toponymy would study the Geographical
names from the point of view both of
geography and cartography.
Some topics in which the IGU
Commission/ICA WG on Toponymy is
involved:











Functions of place names on maps
Rendering of place names on maps
Names placement on maps
Elaborating principles for creating new
place names
Place names as expression of time – or
space-related identity
Place name/feature relations
Motives for place naming and
administration (including feminine
place names)
Place names and transportation
Place names in the cyber world
Social dimensions of place names

Other related topics:




Uses of toponyms for school education
Unofficial, aboriginal, vernacular,
historical toponyms;
Microtoponyms
Dual or bilingual toponyms, exonyms.

3.

Membership




3.1. Full members
Peter Raper
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South Africa
lamoller@absamail.co.za
Ferjan Ormeling
Netherlands
f.ormeling@geo.uu.nl
Dungjae Cho
Korea
sjchoo@khu.ac.kr
Yaïves Ferland
Canada
Yaives.Ferland@hst.ulaval.ca
Eman Orieby
Egypt
emanorieby@gmail.com
Peter Jordan
Austria
Peter.Jordan@oeaw.ac.at
Cosimo Palagiano
Italy (IGU Co-chair)
cosimo.palagiano@uniroma1.it
Paulo Menezes
Brazil (ICA Co-Chair)
pmenezes@acd.ufrj.br
Mustafa Ozturk
Turkey
mustafaozt@gmail.com
Kohei Watanabe
Japan
kw10004@cam.ac.uk
3.2. Corresponding members
Pamela Dionisio
Brazil
pameladionisio1@gmail.com
Paul Woodman
Permanent Commitee on Geographical
Names UNGEGN, United Kingdom
woodman@litstad.u-net.com
Ashutosh Mishra
Department of Geography

University of Allahabad
Allahabad India-211002
ashutoshkmisra@gmail.com
Laura Cassi
Università di Firenze
laura.cassi@unifi.it
Vincenzo Aversano
Università di Salerno
vaversano@unisa.it
Silvia Siniscalchi
Università di Salerno
ssinsiscalchi@unisa.it
Francesco Zan
Università di Firenze
francesco.zan@unifi.it
Lisa Robinson
Michigan State University
robin179@msu.edu
Mark Wilson
Michigan State University
wilsonmm@msu.edu
Riemer Reinsma
Indipendent Investigator
r.reinsma@tekstdokter.net
Wenchuan Huang
Associate Professor on the Department of
Taiwan and Regional Studies, National
Dong Hwa University
sunnyhuang@mail.ndhu.edu.tw
Junichi Kaneko
Geospatial Authority of Japan
kaneko@gsi.go.jp
Hiroshi Masaharu
Geospatial Authority of Japan
masaharu@gsi.go.jp
Rassem Khamais
University of Haifa
Rassem@013.net
Silvia Siniscalchi
ssiniscalchi@unisa.it
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Hyo Hyun Sung
Ehwa Women’s University
hhsung@ewha.ac.kr
Gulzhan Aizholova
Senior Lecturer of Al-Farabi Kazhak
National University, Faculty of Geography
and Nature Management
aizholova.gulzhan@gmail.com
Sholpan Abredeyeva
Assoc. Dr. of Al-Farabi Kazhak National
University, Faculty of Geography and
Nature Management
sholpan.007@mail.ru
Jose A Rodriguez
josea.rodriguez@uam.es
Sun Bae Kim
Teacher, The Affiliated High School to
KNUE, Korea National University of
Education
gogeo@naver.com
Satoshi Imazato
Faculty of Humanities in Kyushu
University, Japan
ima@lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp
4.

Meetings

4.1. IGU Regional Conference, Cologne,
August 2012
During this conference the topics discussed
were:


Place names as markers and ingredients
of space-related identity (2 sections)
Presenters:
Cosimo Palagiano |
Sapienza Università di Roma | Roma |
IT
and Peter Jordan | Austrian
Academy of Sciences | Wien | AT



The Power of the Geographical Names
Presenter:
Paulo Marcio Leal de
Menezes | Federal University of Rio de
Janeiro | Rio de Janeiro, RJ | BR







Place name, space and society – The
role of place names in relating people
and place
Presenter: Peter Jordan | Austrian
Academy of Sciences | Wien | AT
Stone Age place names as markers and
ingredients of space-related identity
Presenter: Peter Raper | University of
the Free State | Pretoria | ZA
Identitary construction under a
socioconstructionist approach and the
standardization of geographic names in
Brazil
Presenter: Ana Cristina Resende |
FIBGE | Rio de Janeiro, RJ | BR

4.2. IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto,
August 2013
Geographical Approaches to Toponymy
were discussed with a total of 15 papers, in
4 sessions:
Session 1:
- The changing Toponymy. The Place
Names and their Vitality (Palagiano)
- Travelling through the Place Names.
Methodological Approach for the
Development of a Geo-atlas of
Toponyms (Siniscalchi)
- Degrees of Precision in Toponyms
Containing Wind Directions (Reinsma)
Session 2:
- Naming methods of Folk Agricultural
Plot Names. A Connection between
Geography and Cognitive Linguistics
(Imazato)
- Étude des toponymes en rapport à la
nature du sol . Le cas de l’expression de
« bourbier », « marais » dans la
province de Cuenca (Espagne)
- Identification Villages Characteristics
on Toponymy Method (Case Study :
Musi Banyuasin Regency. South
Sumatera Province. Indonesia) (Utama)
- Features of Toponyms Forming of
Alakol
Basin
of
Kazakhstan
(Aizholova)
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Session 3:
- Islands in the Crosshairs. Media
Representations of Territorial Disputes
in Asia (Wilson)
- Cataloguing Contested Terrain: How
Libraries Identify Disputed Territories
(Robinson)
- The Spatial Politics of Street Naming in
Taiwan (Huang)

discussed in the 3 sessions were: (i) Place
Names and Atlases (Chair: Peter JORDAN;
Austria), (ii) Cartographic Place-Names
Research (Chair: Paulo de MENEZES,
Brazil), (iii) Place Names on old maps
(Chair Elri LIEBENBERG, South Africa)
The proceedings will be published open
access by the host institute as a volume of its
book series “forum IfL”.

Session 4:
- Is ‘Exonym’ an Appropriate Term for
Names of Features beyond any
Sovereignty? (Jordan)
- Emotional Ties and the Name of a Sea:
Results of a Preliminary Survey (Choo)
- The Confucian Transformation of
Toponyms and the Coexistence of
Contested Toponyms in Korea (Kim)
- Standardisation of Place Names in
Countries Influenced By the Chinese
Writing System (Tanabe)

4.4. 26th International Cartographic
Conference, Dresden, Germany,
August 2013

The meeting, locally organized by Kohei
Watanabe (Japan) was well-attended. The
proceedings will be published in English as
a monothematic issue of the scientific
journal Semestrale di Studi e Ricerche di
Geografia published at La Sapienza
University in Rome [Roma].
4.3. Seminar “Historical maps, atlas
maps and toponomy”, Leipzig,
Germany, August 2013
As a pre-conference event of ICC Dresden
three ICA commissions/working groups, i.e.
the ICA Commission on the History of
Cartography (chair: Elri LIEBENBERG,
South Africa), the ICA Commission on
Atlases (chair: Peter JORDAN, Austria) and
the ICA/IGU Working Group/Commission
on Toponymy (chairs: Paulo DE
MENEZES,
Brazil
and
Cosimo
PALAGIANO, Italy) in co-operation with
the Leibniz Institute of Regional Research
[Leibniz Institut für Länderkunde, IfL]
Leipzig, met in the facilities of this
registered participants and 17 papers
presentations
with
many
fruitful
interdisciplinary discussions. The topics

In two sessions organized by the Working
Group/Commission in total six papers on
toponymy were presented.
4.5. EuGeo Congress, Rome, September
2013
In a Panel on Toponyms organized by
Cosimo PALAGIANO (Italy) five papers
were presented. Four of the five papers will
be published in the Journal “geografia”,
Roma, EDIGEO.
4.6. Future Events
Planned activities for the year 2014
comprise:
1.

toponymic sessions in the framework of
the next IGU Regional Geographic
Conference in Cracow [Kraków], 18-22
August 2014

The thematic scope comprises topics such
as:


Principles for creating new place
names: e.g. with commercial naming,
street names, commemorative naming
in general;



Place names as expressions of timeor space-related identity: e.g. why do
they have this function? What do they
indicate? What do they mean for nondominant groups? What does this mean
for legal regulations? What is the
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meaning of the endonym/exonym
divide in this context?


Place name/feature relation: e.g. up to
where has a name endonym status? Can
sea names be endonyms?



Motives for place naming: e.g.
cultural background of the name-giving
community? Synchronic and diachronic
diversity of motives? What do place
names tell us about name-giving
communities? Transparent and opaque
names. Motives of our times:
commercialisation versus preservation
of the cultural heritage. Place-names
changes and their driving forces?



Place names and administration: e.g.
administrative competencies for place
names? Street names as a case in point.
Street naming in multilingual urban
quarters. Naming when administrative
units (municipalities, districts) are
merged. Treatment of place names of
non-dominant and indigenous groups.
Place-names boards and committees of

all administrative levels and their
responsibilities.


Place names and transportation: e.g.
Naming on road signposts, naming in
the railway system, naming in air
transportation.



Place-name conflicts: e.g. what do
place-name
conflicts
indicate?
Backgrounds and reasons of current
conflicts. Best practice in solving placename conflicts.

2.

Workshop on place-names changes in
Rome (Accademia Nazionale dei
Lincei) in November 2014.

All persons interested are welcome. To be
included on the mailing list, please contact
the chairs or a steering board member.
5.

Commission website

For further information, see the website
http://www.igu-icatoponymy.org
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C12.37 Transformation Processes in Megacities
1. Membership

Rio de Janeiro, RJ, 22290-040, Brazil
Email: mlopesdesouza@terra.com.br

1.1. Steering Committee

Prof. Dr. Sue Parnell
University of Cape Town
Private Bag X3, Rondebosch 7701
Email: susan.parnell@uct.ac.za

Prof. Dr. Frauke Kraas (Chair)
Institute of Geography
University of Cologne Albertus-MagnusPlatz
D-50923 Köln, Germany
Email: f.kraas@uni-koeln.de

Prof. Dr. William D. Solecki
Department of Geography
Hunter College
City University of New York
695 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10021, U.S.A.
Email: wsolecki@hunter.cuny.edu

Prof. Dr. Martin Coy (Co-Chair)
Institut für Geographie
Universität Innsbruck
Innrain 52 A-5020 Innsbruck, Austria
Email: martin.coy@uibk.ac.at

Prof. Dr. David Simon
Department of Geography
Royal Holloway University of London
Egham, Surrey, TW20 0EX
Email: D.Simon@rhul.ac.uk

Prof. Dr. Surinder Aggarwal
Department of Geography
Delhi School of Economics
Delhi University, Delhi 110007, India
Email: surinder_aggarwal@hotmail.com
and/or surinder1@vsnl.com

Prof. Dr. Xue Desheng
Department of Urban and Regional
Planning
Sun Yat-sen (Zhongshan) University
Guangzhou City, Guangdong, PR China
Email: eesxds@mail.sysu.edu.cn

Prof. Dr. Lee Boon Thong
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic
Affairs)
Nilai University
No 1, Persiaran Universiti 71800 Putra
Nilai Malaysia
Email: boonthong.lee@gmail.com
Prof. Dr. Marcelo Lopes de SouzaRua. Gal.
Severiano, 172, apto. 501 (Botafogo)

Dr. Zin Nwe Myint
Department of Geography
University of Yangon
Yangon, Myanmar

1.2. Corresponding members
Austria

4

Finland

3

Myanmar

4

South Africa

2

Bangladesh

5

Germany

38

Namibia

1

Singapore

2

Brazil

4

India

12

Netherlands

4

Switzerland

14

Cambodia

2

Indonesia

7

Norway

1

Thailand

7

Canada

5

Laos

3

Pakistan

1

UK

16

China

14

Malaysia

5

Philippines

6

USA

29
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Egypt

2

Mexico

2

2. Meetings
Meetings of and with the commission have
either been organized by the commission
directly or in connection with one or more of
the commission’s members, within
cooperative research program, individual
research projects or research networks.
The listed meetings, conferences, seminars
and workshops are – apart from the ones
during IGU congresses and regional
conferences – therefore not necessarily
organized by the commission and under its
“roof” alone but often in the context of wider
and joint activities from commission
members.
2.1. Events during 2012-2013
“Megacities – Megachallenge: Informal
Dynamics of Global Change”, Dongguan,
China, November 2012
The conference focused on the following
questions: sustainable development of
megaurban economies under globalization
and transformation regimes, megaurban
health issues and environmental damages,
new forms of megaurban governance,
vulnerability and livelihood strategies of
marginalized population groups, migration
processes in China. One day excursion
focused on the transformation processes in
Dongguan/Pearl River Delta. The scientific
workshop was co-organized by the Center
for Urban and Regional Studies, Department
of Urban and Regional Planning, School of
Geography and Planning, Sun-Yat-sen
University and the University of Cologne
and was funded by the German Research
Foundation (DFG).
“Megacities – Megachallenge: Informal
Dynamics of Global Change”, Dhaka,
Bangladesh, November 2012
During the conference, the following
research issues were discussed in paper
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Russia

3

Vietnam

6

sessions: sustainable development of
megaurban economies under globalization
and transformation regimes, environmental
change and health problems, new forms of
megaurban governance, vulnerability and
livelihood strategies of marginalized
population groups, migration processes in
slums of Dhaka. In the closing panel on
“Integrating the Informal – A Pathway
Towards More Sustainable Urbanism?”, the
participants underlined the necessity to
integrate informal processes in urban
planning.
The
workshop
included
participants from administration and NGOs
and was co-organized by Bangladesh
institutions and the University of Cologne
and was funded by the German Research
Foundation (DFG).
International workshop: “Housing for
People” and “Urban Heritage for All”,
Nay
Pyi
Taw,
Taunggyi
and
Yangon/Myanmar, December 2012
Focus of the two subsequent expert
workshops was, first, the exchange about
international housing policies, social
housing developments and its finance
models and managerial realization in
different political settings. Housing rights,
community mortgage programs and housing
design approaches for the urban poor were
discussed in comparative perspective.
Second, the workshop addressed key topics
of urban heritage, such as heritage
conservation policies, design principles,
conservation management and disaster risk
reduction strategies for urban heritage.
Apart from paper sessions, an excursion to
major urban heritage sites in megacity
Yangon was conducted. The workshop was
held in cooperation with the expert network
“ForUm for Urban Future in Southeast
Asia”, co-organized by the DHSHD/Nay Pyi
Taw and the University of Cologne and was
financed by the DAAD – German Academic
Exchange Service.
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“Megacities – Megachallenge: Informal
Dynamics of Global Change”, closing
conference, Bonn, Germany, April 2013
The conference concluded the large joint
research program on informal dynamics of
megaurban development within the context
of global change which was funded for eight
years and was investigating informal
phenomena, processes and negotiations in
the two regions of Dhaka/Bangladesh and
the Pearl River Delta/China.
Researchers from 16 disciplines, both from
natural and social sciences, worked together
in interdisciplinary teams in 11 projects.
During the conference, synthesis papers
were presented which analysed the complex
configurations of informality in the
megaurban context.
In looking back, a successful megacity
research program was concluded which was
developed since 2000 in close cooperation
with the MegaCity TaskForce of the
International Geographical Union and the
German National Committee of Global
Change Research (NKGCF). From 2002
onwards, the idea of establishing a so- called
priority program was discussed in three
large round table meetings (in 2002, 2003
and 2004). Based on interdisciplinary
conceptualization, an application was
submitted to the German Research
Foundation in 2005. After its successful
selection in a competitive international
evaluation, the priority program was
established
as
“Megacities
–
Megachallenge: Informal Dynamics of
Global Change” (SPP 1233).
Between
2006
and
2013,
13
interdisciplinary and international projects
were conducted between 17 partner
universities in Germany and 11 partner
universities in China and Bangladesh. 11
international
Memorandum
of
Understanding and partnership agreements
as well as one university partnership (Sun
Yat-sen University Guangzhou and the
University of Cologne) resulted. About 120
researchers in the entire network, from
266

principal investigators to postdocs and PhD
candidates undertook intensive field work in
the two project regions and convened in
more than 50 workshops and seminars (incl.
PhD candidates‘ seminars). One Postdoc
finished his so-called habilitation during the
program period, one more habilitation is still
in progress. 18 PhD candidates from
Bangladesh, China and Germany finished
their thesis, further 19 more are currently
about to finish their PhD thesis.
More than 200 publications emerged, among
them more than 60 articles in peer- reviewed
journals. 7 books within the reviewed book
series “Megacities and Global Change”
were published (see below).
The programs aims were to:
 understand phenomena, processes and
relationship of informal dynamics of
global change in megacities and
 develop theoretical approaches and
models for explanation of informal
processes and structures in megacities.
This included
(re)conceptualization
of
 a
"informality" as representing a
complex, multi-layered and dynamic
reality
 to deepen the understanding of
informal institutions and processes
and their relevance for megaurban
dynamics and actors
 further development of existing
models
and
scenarios,
multidisciplinary
approaches,
complex dynamics of systems
Four problem areas with highest dynamics
and social relevance were selected: (1) new
forms of governance, (2) urban economies,
(3) material and resource flows and (4)
settlement development.
The 13 research projects focused on: (1) The
struggle for urban livelihoods and the quest
for a functional city, (2) reconciling
informal and statutory planning institutions,
(3) the metropolitan food system, (4)
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informal settlements, economic and
environmental change, and public health, (5)
natural hazards and climate change: Future
trends, social adaptation and informal
dynamics, (6) border-drawing and spatial
differentiation of urban governance modes,
(7) analysis of informal dynamics in mega
urban areas – based on spatial structure and
steering mechanisms focused on water, (8)
informal migrant communities and health
strategies in urban villages – linking global
change and urban health, (9) satellite- based
aerosol
mapping
over
megacities:
Development
of
methodology
and
application in health and climate related
studies, (10) the dynamics of periurbanization in the Pearl River Delta:
emerging land use patterns, urban villages,
global linkages, (11) informal dynamics of
agile firm organisation, (12) Governance in
time: Spatial differentiation and temporal
change of urban development and
redevelopment and (13) the central
coordination project.
On the conceptual level, the program
focused on informality in megacities on an
ontological level, exchanged about the
„nature“ of informality, of what is (and what
is not) informal, whether informality was
there before formality and about normative
notions. The debate moved on to theorising
informality as agency, informal institutions
and informal modes of negotiation.
Furthermore, a political dimension was
taken up, in analyzing the state‘s (or it‘s
representatives‘)
relation
towards
informality, including „elite informality“.
The program was connected with
international networks and research
programs such as:
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IHDP-UGEC (Urbanization and
Global Environmental Change) and
was endorsed in 2007
Asia-Pacific Network for Global
Change Research (APN)
Global
Sustainable
Urban
Development Network (UN-Habitat)
World Urban Forums in Vancouver
and Nanning





International Year of Planet Earth
(IYPE), the program was among the
selected key topics
MegaCity
TaskForce
of
the
International Geographical Union
German Initiatives on Megacity
Research by links with a) the BMBF:
program “Future Megacities” and b)
the Helmholtz Association program
“Risk Habitat Megacities”

Further details of the program can be
obtained at the webpage www.megacitiesmegachallenge.org
IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto, 2013
A paper sessions and a business meeting of
the commission were held on 5 August
2013. The papers addressed questions of the
visualisation of spatial structures in the
Greater Tokyo area and the question of the
role of artists in Shanghai's culture-led urban
regeneration.
Workshop on urban and mega-urban
development in Southeast Asia, Khon
Khaen, Thailand, November 2013
The workshop addressed the linkages
between large and regional urban
agglomerations in Southeast Asia as well as
corridor developments in comparative
perspective. Within the urban networks in
Southeast Asia, the linkages between the
cities and towns, including those adjacent to
megacities, have been neglected. Therefore,
more research efforts to investigate issues
like cooperation within urban networks and
strategic alliances shall be enhanced.
Workshop series on “Yangon
Development Processes”,
Yangon/Myanmar

City

In the workshop series, the recent
transformation processes in megacity
Yangon/Myanmar, have been addressed and
critically evaluated. Several research papers
addressed the recent infrastructural,
economic and social transformation
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processes, its challenges and possible
options for improvement and upgrading.

and inter- and multi-disciplinary
groups

Based on recent Master Plan propositions
from international donors as well as on own
research within Myanmar institutions over
the past about five years, different concepts
and visions of future development were
discussed intensively, in paper sessions and
workshop round table discussions. One
further workshop in early 2014 will
conclude the series and will lead to an
international book publication.

Collaborative research program and
network: Priority program “Megacities –
Megachallenge: Informal Dynamics of
Global Change” in Pearl River Delta/China
and Dhaka/Bangladesh, about 80 scientists
in Bangladesh, China and Germany are
working together, from 16 disciplines
Collaborative research program and
network: “Future Megacities in Balance –
New Alliances for Energy- and ClimateEfficient Solutions” (BMBF)

2.2. Future events
Currently, the following next meetings and
events are planned for 2014:
 A third workshop on Yangon City
development processes (in February
2014)
 A
international
workshop
on
megaurban
heritage
research
questions in Southeast Asia (in March
2014)
 An international conference in urban
migration (in July 2014)
 Sessions of the Megacity Commission
during the IGU Regional Conference
in Krakow (18-22 August 2014)
 An international conference of
megaurban
health
issues
(in
September 2014)

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration with other IGU
Commissions and Task Forces
Contacts exist with the following
commissions, but not yet has a collaboration
extended to joint activities:
C12.18 Hazard and Risk
C12.32 Mountain Response to Global
Change
C12.39 Urban Commission: Urban
Challenges in a Complex World
3.2. Collaboration
international,

with
other
intergovernmental,

Expert network “ForUm for Urban Future in
Southeast Asia”

4. Publications
4.1. Special journal issues
In the following peer-reviewed journals,
special issues in which members of the
Megacity Commission published articles
have recently been published: disp, Die
Erde, Zeitschrift für Wirtschaftsgeographie,
Geographische Zeitschrift.
4.2. Books
Kraas, F., S. Aggarwal, M. Coy, G. Mertins
(eds.) (2014): Megacities – Our global urban
future. Heidelberg (Springer). 225 S.,
published in connection with the
International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE)
The commission has, in connection with the
mentioned joint research programs and
networks established a reviewed book series
for quality reviewed PhD thesis, conference
outcomes and monographs, with Franz
Steiner Publishers, Stuttgart: International
Book Series: “Megacities and Global
Change”, Editors: Frauke Kraas, Martin
Coy, Peter Herrle und Volker Kreibich
In total, 13 books have since 2011 been
published. In 2012 and 2013, the following
11 books were published:
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Annemarie Müller: Areas at Risk - Concept
and Methods for Urban Floos Risk
Assessment. A Case Study of Santiago de
Chile. Stuttgart 2012
Tabea Bork-Hüffer: Migrants' Health
Seeking Actions in Guangzhou, China.
Individual Action, Structure and Agency:
Linkages and Change. Stuttgart 2012
Carolin Hoehnke: Verkehrsgovernance in
Megastädten - die ÖPNV-Reformen in
Santiago de Chile und Bagotá. Stuttgart
2012
Mareike Kroll: Gesundheitliche
Disparitäten
im
urbanen
Indien
Auswirkungen des sozioökonomischen
Status auf die Gesundheit in Pune. Stuttgart
2013
Kirsten Hackenbroch: The Spatiality of
Livelihoods - Negotiations of Access to
Public Space in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Stuttgart 2013.
Anna-Lena
Bercht:
Stresserleben,
Emotionen und Coping in Guangzhou,
China. Mensch-Umwelt-Transaktionen aus
geographischer
und
psychologischer
Perspektive. Stuttgart 2013
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Shahadat Hossein: Contested Water Supply:
Claim Making and the Politics of Regulation
in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Stuttgart 2013
Pamela Hartmann: Flexible Arbeitskräfte.
Eine Situationsanalyse am Beispiel der
Elektroindustrie im Perlflussdelta, China.
Stuttgart 2013
Juliane Welz: Segregation und Integration in
Santiago de Chile zwischen Tradition und
Umbruch
Zur
Bedeutung
von
sozioökonomisch heterogen strukturierten
Stadtquartieren und Mechanismen der
Sozialintegration für die (Re-)Produktion
von Segregation. Stuttgart 2014
Daniel Schiller: An Institutional Perspective
on Production and Upgrading. The
Electronics Industry in Hong Kong and the
Pearl River Delta. Stuttgart 2013
Benjamin Etzold: The Politics of Street
Food.
Contested
Governance
and
Vulnerability in Dhaka. Stuttgart 2013
4.3. Commission website
Currently, the commission is still connected
via the previous TaskForce URL:
http://www.megacities.uni-koeln.de/,
the webpage will be updated early next year.
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C12.38 Transport and Geography
1. Membership
President/Chair
Professor Richard Knowles
Professor of Transport Geography
School of Environment & Life Sciences
University of Salford
Greater Manchester M5 4WT
United Kingdom
Email r.d.knowles@salford.ac.uk
Vice Chair
Professor Becky Loo
Department of Geography
The University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong
E-mail bpyloo@hkucc.hku.hk
Secretary
Professor Yves Boquet
Departement de geographie
UFR Sciences Humaines
Universite de Bourgogne
21000 Dijon,
France
E-mail yves.boquet@u-bourgogne.fr
Treasurer
Professor Andrew Goetz
Department of Geography
University of Denver
Denver CO 80208
United States of America
E-mail agoetz@du.edu
List of Commission Members
Australia: Professor Kevin O’Connor
kevin.oconnor@unimelb.edu.au
Bangladesh: Dr. Naznin Afrose Huq
n_afrose@hotmail.com
Belgium: Professor Jacques Charlier
charlier@geog.ucl.ac.be
France: Professor Yves Boquet
yves.boquet@u-bourgogne.fr
Germany: Dr. Martin Lanzendorf
lanzendorf@em.uni-frankfurt.de
Hong Kong: Professor Becky Loo

bpyloo@hku.hk
Japan: Professor Yuji Murayama
mura1@sakura.cc.tsukuba.ac.jp
Phillipines: Dr. Daniel Mabazza
daniel.mabazza@up.edu.ph
Poland: Professor Zbigniew Taylor
z.taylor@twarda.pan.pl
South Africa: Professor. Gordon Pirie
gpirie@uwc.ac.za
United Kingdom: Professor Richard
Knowles
r.d.knowles@salford.ac.uk
United States: Professor Andrew Goetz
agoetz@du.edu

2. Meetings
The Transport and Geography Commission
C08.35 was established by the IGU in
October 2009 and elected a President/Chair,
Vice President and Secretary and members
from 12 other countries. At the IGC Meeting
in Cologne in August 2012 the IGU
revalidated the Transport and Geography
Commission for a further four years as
C12.38. The Commission’s Committee
Meeting in Cologne re-elected the
Commission’s three officers, appointed
Professor Andrew Goetz as Treasurer and
revised the Commission’s membership
down to a total of 12 members to comply
with IGU guidelines (see list above).
The Transport and Geography Commission
organised an extensive programme of papers
and a field trip for the IGU Kyoto Regional
Conference in Japan in August 2013,
convened by local Commission member
Professor Yuji Murayama and his colleague
Dr Kouichi Tanaka. Seven Commission
members attended.
Four sessions of papers were presented, two
sessions on the theme of Transport and
Regional/Urban Development and two
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sessions on the theme of Transport
Geography in Asia and Australasia.
A full day Field Trip on ‘The Transport
System in the Kansai Region’ featured visits
to Kobe Port, Kobe Airport and Kansai
International Airport with travel by
Shinkansen (High Speed Bullet Train), Port
Liner driverless train and Hankai Tramway
(classical streetcar).
A report on Japanese Transport Geography
by Professor Yuji Murayama will be
published in the Journal of Transport
Geography in 2014.
There was an informal meeting of
Commission members in Kyoto in August
2013. The Chair has liaised regularly with
the Commission’s officers and members and
secured agreement for the Krakow 2014
programme themes and Field Trip and the
introduction of Travel Awards for
researchers from less developed/low income
countries to participate in the Krakow
meeting.
The Transport and Geography Commission
is organising an extensive programme of
papers and a one day Field Trip for the IGU
Krakow Regional Conference in Poland in
August
2014
convened
by local
Commission member Professor Zbigniew
Taylor, Professor Richard Knowles and
Professor Yves Boquet.
1.

2.

Professor Zbigniew Taylor (Institute of
Geography and Spatial Organization
PAN, Warsaw, Poland) and Professor
Richard Knowles (University of
Salford, UK) are proposing to coconvene sessions on the theme of
‘Transformation of Transport Systems
in Central and Eastern Europe’,
including trans-border issues, transport
deregulation and privatisation, and
tourism and transport.
Professor Richard Knowles (University
of Salford, UK) and Professor Yves
Boquet (University of Bourgogne,
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France) are proposing to co-convene
sessions on the theme of ‘Geographical
Impacts of Transport Investment and
Transport Policy Change’.
Transport and Geography Commission
Travel Awards for researchers from less
developed/low income countries
The IGU Commission on Transport and
Geography has decided to use its IGU
subvention to offer two Conference Travel
Awards for the 2014 IGU Regional Meeting
in Krakow, Poland (from 18-22 August) of
up to $475 each for researchers from less
developed/low income countries.
To be eligible, applicants need to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

present a research paper in a Transport
& Geography session at this Conference
submit an Abstract before the closing
date of 15 January 2014
be a resident of a less developed/low
income country
notify the Chair, Vice Chair or
Secretary of the IGU Transport and
Geography Commission that they wish
to be considered for a Travel Award

A decision on who will receive these two
Travel Awards will be made by the
Transport and Geography Commission’s
officers.

3. Networking
The Transport and Geography Commission
has strong links with:






the IGU’s
Political Geography
Commission and Urban Geography
Commission
The Transport Geography Research
Group of the Royal Geographical
Society with the Institute of British
Geographers
The
Transportation
Geography
Specialty Group of the Association of
American Geographers
The Hong Kong Society for
Transportation Studies
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The Journal of Transport Geography,
with nine members on its Editorial
Board, including two Associate Editors,
whilst the Chair was Editor from 19932012.
Ashgate Publishing’s ‘Transport and
Mobility’ book series where the Chair is
Co-Editor




The new Elsevier journal Travel
Behaviour and Society, where the Vice
Chair is Co-Editor
The
UK
ESRC’s
International
Benchmarking Panel on Human
Geography Research where the Chair
was one of 13 members of the
Economic Geography Panel
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C12.39 Urban Geography
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair:
Professor Céline Rozenblat
University of Lausanne, Switzerland
celine.rozenblat@unil.ch
Associated chairs:
Professor Adrian Aguilar
UNAM, Mexico
adrian@servidor.unam.mx
Dr. Daniel O'Donoghue
Canterbury Christ Church University,
United Kingdom
daniel.donoghue@canterbury.ac.uk
Steering Committee:
Prof. Ludger Basten
Ruhr-University, Germany
ludger.basten@tu-dortmund.de
Professor Liliane Buccianti-Barakat
Université Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth,
Lebanon
lbarakat@usj.edu.lb
Dr. Nico Kotze
University of Johannesburg
South Africa
nicok@uj.ac.za
Dr. Keisuke Matsui
University of Tsukuba
jiji@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp
Dr. Lidia Mierzejewska
Adam Mickiewicz University
Poland
mierzeja@amu.edu.pl
Professor Petros Petsimeris
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University Paris 1, France
petros.petsimeris@wanadoo.fr
Dr. Maria Jose Pineira-Mantinan
University of Santiago de Compostella
Spain
mariajose.pineira@usc.es
Professor Ivan Townshend
University of Lethbridge
Canada
towni0@uleth.ca
1.2. Observer for the preparation of
Beijing 2016
Prof. Werner Breitung
Sun Yat-Sen University
Guangzhou
breitung@gmail.com
Prof. Shenjing He
Secretary of the Chinese Urban commission
Sun Yat-Sen University
Guangzhou
shenjing.he@gmail.com
Prof. Yanwei Chai
Member of the Chinese Urban commission
Vice-Chair of Department of Urban and
Economic Geography
Beijing University
chyw@pku.edu.cn
1.3. Young Scholars Committee
Members
Dr Niamh Moore (Chair)
University College Dublin
Ireland
Niamh.Moore@ucd.ie
Dr Tetsuya Ito
University of Rissho
Japan
tetsudeu@ris.ac.jp
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Dr Maria Jose Pineira Mantinan
University of Santiago de Compostela,
Spain
mariajose.pineira@gmail.com
Dr. Tomoko Kubo
Gifu University
Japan
tmk200430258@yahoo.co.jp

2. Meetings
2.1. 2013 Meetings
Colloquium/Annual Commission
Meeting in Johannesburg/Stellenbosch,
July 2013
The colloquium was a great success. In total
there were 70 delegates representing 13
nationalities. There were 10 papers
sessions, 2 business meetings, and 3 very
interesting field trips/scientific excursions in
Soweto, in Cape Town and around the wine
farms of Stellenbosch.
Many South African presentations dealt
with contested spaces, spatial justice and
social segregation, as well as insecurity.
Other topics explored included the urban
environment, pluri-residentiality,
new
technological developments, and urban
governance.
The Commission’s presence in South Africa
provided the ideal opportunity for three
varied presentations paying homage to the
recently deceased Ron Davies:
-

-

From the Urban Commission, passages
from the very emotional letter written
by Wayne Davies were read, and Celine
Rozenblat highlighted some of his main
contributions to urban geography
generally and more specifically to the
life of our Commission.
From the South African Geographical
Community two presentations by
leading South African urbanists Prof
Sue Parnell (in Johannesburg) and Prof

Owen Crankshaw (in Stellenbosch)
were made in Ron Davies’ honor.
Thanks again to the organizers: Prof. Nico
Kotze
(Department
of
Geography,
Environmental Management and Energy
Studies (University of Johannesburg) and
Prof. Ronnie Donaldson Department of
Geography and Environmental Studies
(University of Stellenbosch) for their
wonderful organization and their constant
willingness to help everybody during this
memorable meeting.
Nico Kotze from the University of
Johannesburg will make a publication
including many of the contributions of the 2
parts of the meeting.
The Urban Commission at the IGC Kyoto
- August 2013
In total, the Urban Commission organized
20 sessions with 80 papers presented. The
number of papers, presentations and the
wide range of material covered across all the
sessions all indicate a very successful IGC
for the Urban Commission. There were
some very well attended sessions with large
audiences and packed lecture halls. The
Urban Commission organized more sessions
than any other Commission present and
augurs well for the future of our
Commission. Special thanks to our Japanese
hosts and Commission members who laid on
some very interesting field trips, especially
the day trip to Osaka and Kobe.
It was decided that a number of the papers
presented on the special topic of
“Shrinking cities”, which is of particular
concern for Japanese urban geographers, but
also other parts of the developed world, will
be edited in a book by Maseteru Hino and
Yun Tsutsumi. The suggested title at this
stage is "Urban Geography of Post-growth
Society". The proposal for the book is
supported by the Association of Japanese
Geographers.
Young Scholar’s Prize 2013
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Organized by Niamh Moore (Dublin) and
Maria-Jose Pineira-Mantinan (Santiago de
Compostela).
This year, we received only 4 applications
for the prize and after scrutinizing the
applications the jury decided not offer the
prize. The money will be carried forward
and used for next year’s meeting (to invite
the Keynote speaker).
2.2. Future meetings - 2014
Annual Commission’s Meeting
Poznan: August 11th to 14th 2014

in

Organized by Institute of Socio-Economic
Geography and Spatial Management
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań
(Poland)
Secretary: igu2014@amu.edu.pl
Guest Speaker: Peter Nijkamp (confirmed)
Special topic: Restructuring PostCommunist Cities: Processes and
Problems
The organizers invite also contributions
on any of the following topics:
-

Technological Innovation and Creative
Activities in Cities
Contested Social Spaces
Creating Sustainability
Dilemmas of Ageing Cities
Increasing Insecurity
Urban Heritage and Conservation
Urban Governance
Complex Urban Systems

An excursion will permit people to join
Poznan to Krakow from August 15th to 17th
The regional IGU Conference in Krakow:
August 18h to 22th 2014
Urban Commission participation:
Beside our proper sessions, we will organize
joint-sessions with other commissions;
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-

invited
sessions
organized
collaboration to new members.

in

All the information is available on our
website on a page dedicated to the Krakow
meeting 2014: http://www.unil.ch/iguurban/page99413.html
Urban commission sessions
C12-39: 1- Complex Urban Systems
C12-39: 2- Technological innovations and
creative activities in cities
C12-39: 3- Contested Social Spaces
C12-39: 4- Creating Sustainability
C12.39: 5- Dilemmas of Aging Cities
C12-39: 6- Increasing Insecurity
C12-39:
7Urban
Heritage
and
Conservation
C12-39: 8- Urban Governance
Urban commission joint sessions
JS 12-39: 1 Urban Challenges for
Mediterranean and Gulf Cities
- C12-30 Mediterranean Basin commission
- C12-39 Urban Commission: Urban
Challenges in a Complex World
Chairs: Maria Paradiso, Maria-Jose Piñeira,
JS 12-39: 2 Beyond global cities' system:
cities as geopolitical actors in the complex
world
Joint Session:
- C12.33 Commission on Political
Geography together
- C12.39 Urban Commission: Urban
Challenges in a Complex World
Chairs: Anna Casaglia, Céline Rozenblat
JS 12-39 3 The Planning, Symbolism, and
Legacy of Mega-events
Joint Sessions:
- C12-14 Commission on Global
Information Society
- C12-07 Commission on Cultural Approach
in Geography
- C12-15 Commission on Tourism, Leisure,
and Global Change
- C12-39 Urban Commission: Urban
Challenges in a Complex World
- C12-30 Commission on the Mediterranean
Basin
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Organizers:
Mark Wilson, Eva Kassens-Noor, Karsten
Gäbler, Dieter Müller, Maria Paradiso,
Petros Petsimeris, Benno Werlen
3.1Mega-event
Planning
and
Organization: Urban Challenges and
Responsibilities
3.2- Mega-event Planning: Culture
Capitals, Place and Identity
3.3- Mega-event Promotion, Tourism and
Marketing
Urban Commission invited sessions:
CIS 12-39 9- The place and role of small
towns in complex urban systems
Chair:
Agnieszka Kwiatek-Sołtys,
CIS 12-39 10- The Labyrinth of Social
Changes:
New
Theoretical
and
Methodological Approaches
Chairs:
Górczyńska Magdalena, Bouloc Caroline
CIS 12-39 11- Urbanization and functions
of cities in post-socialist countries
Chairs:
Daniela Szymańska, Dr. Beata Hołowiecka
Prof. C. Rozenblat,
2.3. Future meetings 2015-2016
Regional IGU Conference will be held each
year until 2016 (and revert to alternate years
thereafter):
-

2015: Moscow Regional IGU
2015: Proposals have been put forward
for two venues for 2015: Beirut and
Dublin.

The two proposals were presented at the
Stellenbosch meeting. Both proposals were
discussed and it was decided that it was
important for the Commission to go to “hotspots” and challenging places such as Beirut
and to expand our influence in the Arab
World. However, given the current political
climate and concerns from some members,
we decided to postpone taking a definitive

decision until next year in Poznan. The
venue not selected for 2015 will become the
venue of choice for 2017.
2016: Beijing IGU Congress
During the Kyoto meeting, Prof. Gu Chaolin
introduced us to two active Chinese
members of the new Chinese Urban
commission who will assist the Commission
arrange the meeting in Beijing in 2016 (our
correspondent will be Shenjing He,
secretary
of
the
Chinese
Urban
commission).

3. Networking
3.1. Collaborations with other
commissions and task forces

IGU

1 Joint session in 2012 with Transport
Geography

4. Publications
September 2012: Newsletter
September 2013: Newsletter
University of Santiago de Compostela, with
Maria
Jose
Pineira-Mantinan
in
collaboration with Niamh Moore published
the 3rd edition of the “Young Scholar Series”
of the Urban commission. Please contact her
to order a copy:
mariajose.pineira@gmail.com
An edited and refereed volume of papers
from the Canterbury meeting 2011 (Dan
O’Donoghue): Urban transformations:
cities, peripheries and systems. The book
will be published by Ashgate Publishers
UK. Probable publication date of late
2013/early 2014.
Special issue from the Dortmund meeting
2012 (Ludger Basten)
Special
issue
from
the
Johannesburg/Stellenbosch meeting 2013
(Nico Kotze)
International Perspectives of Urbanization
and settlement systems: 30 years after (C.
Rozenblat). We have obtained the
agreement of MIT Press to act as publisher
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and we also have received support from UNHabitat.
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C12.40 Water Sustainability
1. Membership

utilizing water from one of the oldest lakes
on Earth.
2.2. Extra
Commission
Conference,
Lanzhou, China

Chair:
Professor Claudio Cassardo
Italy

The Steering Committee member Prof.
Chansheng He, with the help of the Chair,
organized a special conference in Lanzhou,
on 12-14 August, immediately after the
Japanese conference. The title of the
Conference was “International Conference
on Water Sustainability in Arid Regions”.

Vice-chair:
Professor Kazuki Mori
Japan

2. Meetings
2.1. Commission
Japan

Conference,

Kyoto,

The annual conference was held in Kyoto,
Japan, in August, organised by Professor
Kazuki Mori and colleagues from the Nihon
University, Japan, in collaboration with the
Local Committee of the Regional IGU
conference held during the same period in
the same place.
The conference was successful. About 50
delegates attended the sessions, and 13
papers were presented. Four sessions were
organized: Water resources and climate
change (Joint session with the Commission
on Climatology); Water pollution and water
in urban environments; Groundwater
management; and Hydrological process and
watershed management.
As usual, it attracted a large contingent from
the “local” area – Japan but also East Asia,
as well as long-standing members from
Italy, Germany and South Africa. A good
number of sound research papers of
international interest were presented.
A short fieldtrip allowed us to visit the Lake
Biwa Canal Museum, operated by the
Waterworks Bureau, City of Kyoto,
illustrating how the water system of the
metropolitan city of Kyoto is working

Among the organizers, there were: the
Center for Dryland Water Resources
Research and Watershed Science, the Key
Laboratory
of
Western
China’s
Environmental System (MOE), and the
Research School of Arid Environment &
Climate Change, all belonging to the
Lanzhou University, and the Cold and Arid
Regions Environmental Engineering and
Research Institute, the Institute of
Geographical
Science
and
Natural
Resources Research, and the Xinjiang
Institute of Ecology and Geography, from
the Chinese Academy of Sciences.
This was an internal meeting of the
Commission which nonetheless attracted a
large number of non-members from various
countries offering plenty of opportunity for
scientific interactions within and outside
sessions. Despite the vicinity (in space and
time) to the Japanese conference, the
meeting was very successful. About a
Hundred of scientists attended from several
nations, with different backgrounds, while
some 60 researchers gave talks or presented
posters. After the twelve plenary
presentations during the first day, four
sessions were organized in the other two
days: Climate change and hydrological
cycle; Landscape processes and patterns;
Water resources management; and Water
and Ecosystem Services.
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After the conference, several field trips were
organized: among these, the most
remarkable one from a hydrological point of
view was that to Lake Qinghai, the largest
lake in China with an area of 4500 km2, a
saline and alkaline lake located in China's
Qinghai province on an endorheic basin,
about 100 km west of the provincial capital
of Xining at 3,205 m a.s.l., in a depression
of the Tibetan plateau. Twenty-three rivers
and streams empty into Qinghai Lake, most
of them seasonal. Five permanent streams
provide 80% of total influx. The lake has
fluctuated in size, shrinking over much of
the 20th century, but increasing since 2004.
2.3. Future Meetings
The Steering Committee of the Commission
for Water Sustainability, during the Kyoto
conference, after the audit of the status of the
art about the possibility of organizing a
meeting in Croatia during 2014 from its
Croatian member Ivan Canjevac, has
confirmed the intention of having a separate
Commission meeting in Dubrovnik, Croatia,
on 24-28 August, 2014 just after the
Regional IGU Conference in Kracow.
This allows Commission members to also
attend the meeting in Kracow.
Dubrovnik is a beautiful city in which there
is the possibility to have the meeting in a
building belonging to the university.
The first circular will be distributed among
the members before Christmas holidays. Dr.
Ivan Canjevac and his local colleagues
arrange the meeting.
The Commission is also trying to contact the
organizers of the GEWEX meeting, to be
held in The Hague, The Netherlands, in July
2014, in order to have the possibility of a
joint session on water sustainability.

3. Networking
The Commission for Water Sustainability
during 2013 has opened a link with the
WMO Commission for Hydrology in a
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couple of areas: i) guidelines for selecting
flood forecasting models for different
purposes and under different boundary
conditions; and ii) drafting/process for a
report on the benefits of numerical weather
prediction for operational forecasting. The
Commission is grateful to its valuable
member Dr Charlie Pilling, Chief
Hydrometeorologist at the UK Met Office,
for having facilitated the establishment of
this link.
During the Kyoto conference, the
Commission organized a session (entitled
“Water resources and climate change”) joint
with the IGU Commission for Climatology.
Despite the not particularly high number of
participants, this has constituted a way of
promoting the interdisciplinarity and ensure
links and collaborations among IGU
Commissions, as suggested by the IGU
boarding committee.
Past chair Tony Jones has been appointed
Chief Assessor for Phase 7 of UNESCO’s
International Hydrological Programme
(2008-2013). He has enlisted the help of
Steering Committee member Professor
Frank Winde and they will be reporting in
March 2014. The Report will form the basis
for two other reports, one by a representative
from the World Bank on future funding, the
other by a representative from a
Management & Evaluation organization on
future management structures.
Apart from external collaboration the
Commission has also made efforts to
establish collaborative projects amongst its
members. Having been awarded a
competitive mobility grant by the University
of Turin, Prof. Cassardo and Prof. Winde
established an international student
exchange project in the field of remotesensing-based water modeling. The project
was designed by Prof. Winde and conducted
by Ms. Ines Cerenzia during a 3-month stay
in South Africa. Preliminary results of the
joint project were presented by Prof.
Cassardo at the Kyoto conference
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4. Publications
While, abstracts of accepted papers are
commonly published in a dedicated volume
handed to registered participants at the
beginning of the conference, either
electronically or in hard copy, this has
unfortunately not been the case at the Kyoto
meeting. Given the significance of abstracts
for grasping the contents of talks and
recording scientific work the lack of a
dedicated abstract volume is most
unfortunate. In future events it should be
made sure that such omission does not
reoccur.
Unfortunately, the Commission so far has
not published papers from its meetings in
2012 and 2013.
However, papers presented at the Lanzhou
meeting have been submitted shortly after
the conference and are in the process of
being reviewed and selected for publication
in an accredited journal of choice as
determined by the local organizers.
Furthermore, the Commission currently
explores the possibility to publish a special

edition in an IF-indexed and peer-reviewed
scientific journal, consisting of a selection of
unpublished research presented at the last
Commission meetings.
Past chair Tony Jones has been enlisted to
edit a new Handbook of Water Resources for
the British publisher Routledge, for which
planning is now complete. Tony has selected
three other colleagues as co-editors:
Steering Committee member Prof Natalia
Frolova (Russia), former Committee
member and past president of the
International Water Resources Association
Prof Jun Xia (China), and Tom Cech (USA),
professor at the Metropolitan State
University of Denver and author of
Principles of Water Resources: History,
Development, Management and Policy
(Wiley).
Commission website
The new web page of the Commission,
which is continuously updated, can be found
at
the
following
URL:
http://iguwater.wordpress.com/. The new
Webmaster is Dr. Ivan Canjevac.
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T12.01 Olympiad
1. Membership
The steering committee of the Olympiad
Task Force is made up of the co-chairs, the
past, present and future Olympiad Local
Organisers and three seconded members.
With the rotation of Olympiad Local
Organisers, the membership changes
annually as future Olympiad Local
Organisers replace past ones. The rotation is
an important component in the mentoring
role of the Task Force and is important in the
preparedness of future Local Organisers.
The current steering committee is:
Ms Kathryn Berg (co-chair)
Royal Geographical Society of Qld
237 Milton Road
Milton Qld 4064
Australia
Email: admin@rgsq.org.au
Prof Lex Chalmers (co-chair)
Department of Geography
The University of Waikato
Private Bag 3105
Hamilton
New Zealand
E-mail: lex@waikato.ac.nz
Mr Henk Ankoné
Wildenborch 208
7006 HV, Doetinchem
Netherlands
E-mail: henk@ankone.net
Dr Fernando García-García
Centro de Ciencias de la Atmosfera
Universidad Nacional Autónonma de
México
Circuito de la Investigacion Cientifica
Ciudad Universitaria. Del. Coyoacan 04510
Mexico D.F.
Mexico
Email: igeo.amc.mexico@gmail.com
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Prof Yoshiyasu Ida
Institute of Education
University of Tsukuba
Tsukuba-shi, Ibaraki 305-8572
Japan
Email: ida@human.tsukuba.ac.jp
Ms Sue Lomas
22 Pendle Gardens
Culcheth, Warrington WA3 4LU
United Kingdom
Email: sue-lomas@talktalk.net
Dr Alexey Naumov
Faculty of Geography
Moscow State University MGU
Leninskiye Gory, 1
119991 Moscow
Russia
Email: alnaumov61@gmail.com
Mr Tomasz Sawicki
c/o Polish Geographical Society
Komitet Główny Olimpiady Geograficznej
ul. Podbipiêty 2, 02-732
Warszawa
Poland
Email: tomasz.j.sawicki@gmail.com
The Task Force has 90 corresponding
members. They come from 40 countries
which either participate in the International
Geography Olympiads or are actively
planning to do so in the near future:
Australia, Belarus, Belgium, Brazil,
Bulgaria, China-Beijing, China-Hong Kong,
China-Macau, China-Taipei, Croatia, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
Germany, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran, Japan,
Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico,
Mongolia, Montenegro, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nigeria, Philippines, Poland,
Romania, Russia, Serbia, Singapore,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Tunisia, Turkey, UK
and USA. One representative from each
country participating in the Olympiad makes
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up the International Board, which has
responsibilities in the conduct of the
Olympiads.
In 2012 and 2013 a number of countries sent
teams to the Olympiad for the first time:
China-Macau, Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
Mongolia, Nigeria, Turkey and USA. We
are pleased that the participation from less
developed countries is increasing, as this is
one of our goals.

2. Meetings
2.1. 2012-2013
9th International Geography Olympiad,
Cologne, Germany, 21 - 27 August 2012
Participation was 196 students, leaders and
official observers, plus members of the
Local Organising Committee and volunteer
assistants.
The 2012 Olympiad was hosted by the
Geographical
Society
of
Germany
(Deutsche Gesellschaft für Geographie) and
the Institute for Geography of the University
of Cologne. It was a great success with 32
countries sending teams. Dr Dorothea
Wiktorin and her staff from the University
of Cologne were superb local organisers.
The Olympiad tests are made up of three
elements: a written response test, a
multimedia test and a fieldwork test that
includes a mapping task and a decisionmaking exercise. In 2012, the fieldwork
related to urban renewal along the banks of
the Rhine River. Ten students from eight
countries were awarded gold medals at the
IGU Congress Opening Ceremony. Gold,
silver and bronze medals were well spread
across participating countries with 28 of the
32 teams winning at least one medal. The top
three countries in the team rankings were 1st
Singapore, 2nd Romania, 3rd Poland.
Olympiad teams have always given
presentations on a geographical issue in their
own country and this has evolved into poster

presentations. In Cologne students presented
on a water-related issue. At Cologne, the
‘cultural function’ held at previous
Olympiads (where students performed an
item from their own culture) was replaced by
an ‘intercultural function’. University
students, who in the lead-up to the Olympiad
had been trained in techniques in intercultural
communication,
facilitated
workshops with the Olympiad students. This
was an amazing high-energy experience for
both the students and the audience invited to
see the outcome.
10th International Geography Olympiad,
Kyoto, Japan, 30 July - 5 August 2013
Participation was 194 students, leaders and
official observers, plus a large number of
members of the Local Organising
Committee and volunteer assistants.
The 2013 Olympiad was held in Kyoto, from
30 July to 5 August 2013. The Local
Organising Committee included colleagues
from a wide range of Japanese Universities
and was ably led by Professor Yoshiyasu Ida
from Tsukuba University. The Committee
provided a wonderful atmosphere and a
testing set of experiences for young
geographers from 32 countries. The venue in
the northeast of Kyoto was near the Silver
Temple and the terminus of the fascinating
Biwa Canal.
This was the first Olympiad to be held on the
annual schedule requested by the IGU
Executive. Two or three countries were
unable to obtain the necessary funding to
participate in 2013, but are intending to
come again in 2014. The addition of
countries competing for the first time meant
that the number of teams was the same as in
2012 and the Task Force was pleased with
this outcome. We expect to see an increase
in participation in 2014.
As usual, the competition contained three
elements: a written response test, a
multimedia test and a fieldwork test. The
fieldwork site was in Fushimi, an urban
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community of 280,000 people in the
southeast of Kyoto. Historically, Fushimi
used high quality ground water in saké
production. The production of saké was
supported by excellent water transport
options for Fushimi, Kyoto’s principal
inland port. In recent years flood hazard has
affected the community, and consideration
of this issue was also part of the fieldwork
exercise.
Eleven gold medals were awarded to
students from seven countries during the
opening ceremony of the IGU Conference.
As in Cologne, 28 of the 32 teams won at
least one medal. The top three countries in
the team rankings were 1st Romania, 2nd
Croatia, 3rd Singapore.
The
programme
included
poster
presentations by the students. Teams chose
a geographical issue from their home
country that related to the theme of the IGU
Conference, “Traditional Wisdom and
Modern Knowledge for the Earth’s Future”.
The more formal aspects of the programme
were complemented by cultural and social
activities, local trips to explore the city, and
a one-day sight-seeing excursion.
2.2. Future meetings
The Task Force plans to conduct
International
Geography
Olympiads
annually, as requested by the IGU
Executive. Planning is already under way
with the Local Organising Committees for
these future Olympiads:




2014 – Kraków, Poland, 12-18 August
2015 – Tver Oblast, Russia, 12-18
August
2016 – Beijing, China, 15-21 August (to
be confirmed)

2014 International Geography Olympiad
The 2014 Olympiad will be hosted by the
Polish Geographical Society’s Geography
Olympiad Committee and the Pedagogical
University of Kraków. The Local
Organising Committee is chaired by Mr
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Tomasz Sawicki and preparations are well
advanced. Invitations to countries to send
teams have already been distributed and
applications are due in January.
2015 International Geography Olympiad
The 2015 Olympiad will be held 190 km
outside of Moscow in Tver Oblast, but will
include time in Moscow. The chair of Local
Organising Committee is Dr Alexey
Naumov from Moscow State University.
Preparations are well in hand and the venue
bookings have already been made. PremierMinister Medvediev has indicated his
support of the Olympiad and the Local
Organising Committee has held discussions
with the Russian Ministry of Education and
Science.
2016 International Geography Olympiad
The 2016 Olympiad will be in Beijing
immediately prior to the IGU Congress. In
Beijing the Task Force is working with key
members of the Local Organising
Committee, Prof Wang Min and Dr Wei
Dongying from Beijing Normal University.
The first planning meeting and site visit was
organised in November, 2013.

3. Networking
We are grateful that the Executive and IGU
supported the inclusion of $5000US for the
Olympiad Task Force in future Memoranda
of Understanding with Local Conference
and Congress Organising Committees.
However, until this takes effect we remain
concerned about funding and the impact on
the Task Force workload. We agreed that the
Task Force would use the protocol devised
to guide LoCs, noting that planning should
begin at least 18 months before the Regional
Conference or Congress date. We also
planned to have a Task Force delegation
visit the LoC and (where possible) to check
the fieldwork site, accommodation and
facilities (Henk Ankone performed this
function for the Task Force with the Cologne
event). In the context of these constraints,
much of the networking and communication
of the Task Force in 2012-2013 has been
through these channels. The Task Force has
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also worked with delegates in geographical
education from a number of existing and
potential Olympiad participants.
3.1. Networking
with
participating
countries around the Kyoto LoC
In 2012-2013, the Task Force was in regular
contact with countries participating in the
2013 Olympiad and with the Kyoto LoC for
the Olympiad. Three separate visits to Kyoto
were made by Task Force members;
accommodation was confirmed and the site
of the field work was visited long before the
event. Negotiation about questions and
format of the Field Work Test began in
Cologne and continued on a monthly basis.
This networking contributed to the
successful 2013 Olympiad.
3.2. Networking
with
participating
countries and the Kraków LoC (in
association with Changes, Challenges
and Responsibilities, 18-22 August,
2014)
The initial presentation of the Kraków Local
Organising Committee was at the
International Board meeting of the iGeo in
Kyoto. Representatives from 35 countries
were present. Tomasz Sawicki chairs the
Kraków LoC with local facilitation
organized by Professor Wiktor Osuch at the
Pedagogical University of Kraków. The
Task Force has been in contact with LoC
members regularly since three members of
the Task Force met with the LoC on 21-25
September, 2013. The Task Force is happy
with the fieldwork site, and with progress on
developing a set of tests for the Olympiad;
we are working closely with the Local
Organising Committee. The available
accommodation and facilities at the
Pedagogic University of Kraków are also at
a very good standard. The Task Force
website
about
Kraków
(http://www.geoolympiad.org/fass/geoolym
piad/2014/) generates regular inquiries from
international communities interested in
participation.

3.3. Networking with the LoC for the
Moscow Regional Conference (in
association with Geography for
Culture and Society for the sake of
our Common Future, August, 2015)
The Task Force is talking to IGU colleagues
in Moscow about the presentation that they
will make at the iGeo International Board
meeting in Kraków. The chair of the
Moscow LoC is Alexey Naumov, Professor
of Geography at Moscow State University.
The Task Force will arrange a visit to the
facilities and field areas that will be used by
the 2015 Olympiad before the Kraków
meeting.
3.4. Networking with the LoC for the
Beijing Congress (in association with
the IGU Congress to be held in
August, 2016, and the likely UN
International Year of Global
Understanding)
Lex Chalmers, co-chair of the Task Force,
visited Beijing in November 2013. He
observed the selection process for the 2014
China Olympiad team, and reported
positively on the quality of the students, the
standards of the tests and the available
technology. The Task Force also heard
about the options for fieldwork in 2016, and
Lex visited one of the likely test sites.
3.5. Networking with the International
Year of Global Understanding
(IYGU) initiative
The Task Force is actively pursuing links to
the IYGU through the Geographical
Education strand in the IYGU programme.
The Task Force feels that the IGU Olympiad
has a role in the IYGU through its
involvement
with
young
people,
intercultural education and the major
processes that influence local actions to
effect global change, and we will work with
our International Board members to promote
the linkages between the Olympiad and the
goals of IYGU. We are interested in
involving other Commissions on our IYGU
planning for 2016, and the Task Force visit
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to Beijing in November 2013 sought to
establish links with IGU Commission
programmes and the sites of potential
fieldwork in the Olympiad. The Local
Organising Committee of the 2016
Olympiad supported this visit.
The Task Force relies on its website and
email list to communicate with the
geographical community. The Task Force
itself has not produced any publications.
However, articles on countries' participation
in the Olympiad appear in the newsletters,
journals and websites of many national
geographical education organisations.
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4. Archival Contributions
The website of the Olympiad Task Force
(T12.01) is found at www.geoolympiad.org
The site is maintained by the University of
Waikato. The home page is shown below.
The site explains what the geography
Olympiad is, with reference to the history
stretching back to the 1996 Olympiad in the
Netherlands. One key set of pages is found
under the Statutes tab. The statements found
here describe the key activities and
processes of the Task Force. The second
important set of pages is under the Test
Guidelines tab, where the locations and
details of the component tests (Written
Response Test (WRT), Multimedia (MM)
and the Field Work Test (FWT)) are
described
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IGU Regional Conference
Kyoto, August 2013
From August 4 to 9, the IGU Kyoto
Regional Conference (KRC) was held at the
Kyoto International Conference Center (ICC
Kyoto).
On December 11, 2006, an important
proposal was made at the meeting of the
National Committee of Japan for IGU: the
committee should invite the IGU Regional
Conference to Kyoto, Japan. After careful
preparation of the invitation proposal, the
bid document for inviting the 2014 KRC was
submitted to the IGU Executive Committee
(EC) in December 2007. Then, Professor
Atsuyuki Okabe (Chair of the National
Committee of Japan for IGU and Chair of
the Invitation Committee of Kyoto Regional
Conference at that time), Professor Yukio
Himiyama (Secretary of the National
Committee), and Professor Yoshitaka
Ishikawa (Vice Chair of the Invitation
Committee) visited Moscow in May 2008.
They made a presentation seeking this
invitation at the IGU-EC meeting held at the
Russian Academy of Sciences on May 5,
2008. The rivals for the 2014 Regional
Conference were Kraków, Poland, and
Santiago, Chile. Very fortunately, we heard
around noon on May 6 that the EC decided
to hold the RC in Santiago in 2011, in Kyoto
in 2013 and in Kraków in 2014. At that time,
the 2012 Cologne IGC had already been
decided.
The Organizing Committee of the KRC was
established on June 28, 2010. It became the
core institution of advancing various
preparations for the conference, and it was
composed of the Secretariat and the eight
commissions
(Sponsors,
Treasury,
Scientific Program and Publication,
PR/Outreach,
Commissions,
Venue,

Geography Olympiad, and Field Trips)
within
the
Organizing
Committee.
Moreover, Yoshitaka Ishikawa and Keiji
Yano were designated as the Chair and
Secretary-general, respectively. The long,
hard preparatory work started then and
lasted until early August 2013.
The opening ceremony was graced by the
attendance of Their Imperial Highnesses
Prince and Princess Akishino and several
other
distinguished
guests.
The
congratulatory address by the prince
demonstrated the importance of a
geographical perspective and greatly
impressed all of the participants. The eleven
gold medalists of the International
Geography Olympiad were also recognized
by Mr Teru Fukui, the Vice Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology at the ceremony.
The conference was well attended: The total
number of participants, including both preregistration and on-site registration, but
excluding those who did not come to the
conference venue, was 1,431 persons (1,049
participants, 289 students, 47 accompanying
persons, and 46 invited persons) from 61
countries/regions. Such an attendance is
more than we had previously expected, and
it seems fairly high for an IGU Regional
Conference. Furthermore, it is nearly equal
to the attendance at the IGC held in Tokyo
in 1980. We were very honored that so many
participants attended the KRC. The 15
largest countries in terms of the number of
participants were as follows: 1st Japan
(688), 2nd Taiwan (78), 3rd US (70), 4th
India (55), 5th China (53), 6th Russia (49),
7th Republic of Korea (29), 8th UK (28), 9th
France (27), 10th Australia (26), 10th Hong
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Kong (26), 12th Germany, Italy, and Poland
(each 23), and 15th Israel (20).
The total number of presentations was
1,256: 9 in the plenary sessions, 780 in the
commission sessions, 382 (254 oral and 128
poster) in the general sessions, 76 in the joint
sessions, and 9 in the other sessions. At the
plenary sessions, nine keynote lectures
associated with the conference theme
“Traditional
Wisdom
and
Modern
Knowledge for the Earth’s Future,” which
had three sub-themes (Traditional Wisdom,
the Environment, and the Great East Japan
Earthquake), were given. Since the
commission sessions were the core of the
conference, we carefully planned them by
referring to the way used at the IGC held in
Cologne in August 2012 and designating
Japanese liaisons for all of the IGU
commissions. For the convenience of the
commissions, an “Announcements from the
Commissions”
bulletin
board
was
established on the official website of the
KRC to release information on pre-/postconference meetings and field trips. To
increase the number of domestic participants
as much as possible, the joint sessions were
organized by Japan’s major geographical
societies and research programs whose head
investigators are Japanese geographers.
When the Organizing Committee was
established in 2010, one of our major
concerns was the strong Japanese Yen and
the difficulty it might cause participants
from abroad. However, this motivated us to
do our best in fund-raising activities with
private companies and major geographical
associations in Japan. Also lucky for us was
the Yen becoming weak against major
currencies such as the dollar and the Euro
from December 2012 as we received
abstract submissions. As a result, although
the final balance of the KRC has not yet been
determined, as of mid-September 2013, it is
expected to avoid a deficit.
At this conference, we gave special attention
to
supporting
young
researchers.
Specifically, we not only set the registration
fee for students lower than half that for
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standard participants but also prepared our
own grants thanks to the generous financial
support of the Tokyo Geographical Society
and the Human Geographical Society of
Japan. These funds were put to use
supporting 20 young researchers from
developing countries: China (2), Estonia,
France, Germany, Hong Kong (5), India (4),
and Indonesia, Italy, Russian Federation (2),
and Thailand and UK. Moreover, four
excellent poster presentations by young
researchers registered as students were also
recognized: Japan (2), Taiwan and the US
(the country names here also include the
places where researchers study abroad). The
award ceremonies for IGU and KRC grant
recipients as well as best poster presentation
winners were held at the closing ceremony.
These ceremonies may be the first such
event at an IGU’s RC or IGC.
At the closing ceremony, the IGU Lauréats
d’Honneur was awarded to Professor Ton
Dietz by the IGU President Vladimir
Kolossov, and Professor Ronald Abler, the
former IGU President, was awarded
Honorary Membership of the Association of
Japanese Geographers by Professor
Noritaka Yagasaki, the President of the
Association of Japanese Geographers.
Moreover, representatives of Future
RC/IGC Host Countries (Poland, Russia and
China) extended their kind invitations to us
to participate in their future conferences.
We would also like to mention the field trips
of the KRC. Among the 16 field trips
originally planned, only 6 were actually
carried out. While we were not satisfied with
this result, we also think that the field trips
organized by IGC/RC might have generally
been viewed as less attractive than before,
mainly due to the recent advances in the
transportation and tourism industries.
Nevertheless, short-distance field trips using
public transportation, organized by IGU
commissions, still seem attractive and
feasible.
Although we informally heard favorable
impressions about the KRC from
287

participants at the conference venue, a
systematic questionnaire survey of the
attendants at our official website was also
conducted to learn the impressions of as
many attendants as possible. According to
the survey, a great majority of the
participants
rated
the
conference
management of the KRC very high and thus
were quite satisfied with it. We were very
pleased to find such a high evaluation. We
think the following two factors can be seen
as major reasons for these impressive
results.
First, the financial prospects of the KRC
were not good, at least until the end of 2012,
so we could not leave a considerable part of
the conference-related businesses to the
professional convention organizer for the
KRC; rather, most of the Organizing
Committee members had to work very hard
to reduce expenses to the extent possible.
This led us to devise our own ideas and
ways, which actually contributed to a certain
reduction of the conference costs.
Second, we think that the use of the ICC
Kyoto as the venue was a reason for the
conference’s success. Since the IGC held at
the University of Cologne was a great
success, there was considerable pressure on
us before the KRC. However, our decision
to use the ICC Kyoto was an inevitable
result of the fact that no university in Kyoto
has the required number of suitable
classrooms that can be used as venue rooms.
Moreover, the staff members of the center
are highly familiar with the management of
large international conferences, and they
energetically cooperated with us. In
addition, the Science Council of Japan
provided financial support to cover all of the
room charges at the center, allowing us to set
a very reasonable registration fee despite the
elegant facilities.

Finally, we cordially thank all of the
participants and all those who have
contributed to this conference. In particular,
we would like to express our deepest
gratitude to the IGU-EC members, including
President Kolossov, for their hearty support
and cooperation. We also warmly thank the
major geographical societies, including the
Association of Japanese Geographers,
Human Geographical Society of Japan,
Tokyo
Geographical
Society,
and
Geographical
Information
System
Association of Japan, as well as many
companies and organizations, for their
generous financial support. Special thanks
are also due to the Kyoto International
Conference Center and Japan Convention
Service Incorporated, as the professional
convention organizer for KRC, for their
enthusiastic support of us.
Yoshitaka Ishikawa
Chair, Organizing Committee of the KRC
Keiji Yano
Secretary-General, Organizing Committee of the
KRC
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Travel Grant Awardees – Kyoto 2013
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Surname

Given name

Country of origin

Arnolds

Hylton

South Africa

Bagheri

Nazgol

Iran

Balslev

Yaron Jørgen

Israel

Das

Madhushree

India

Deka

Dhanjit

India

Eklund

Lina

Sweden

Eriksen

Christine

Denmark

Ervin

Daniel

United States of America

Gadija

Bulus Luka

Nigeria

Vardanian

Trahel

Republic of Armenia

Hoang

Thanh Van

Viet Nam

Hsu

Minna

Taiwan

Janiec Grygo

Milena

Poland

Juan Manuel

Delgado Estrada

Perú

Kapralova

Veronika

Russia

Laine

Jussi

Finland

Leshi- Akinsanya

Temitope Florence

Nigeria

Mal

Suraj

India

Mondal

Tarun Kumar

India

Morris

Michelle

United Kingdom

Mott

Carrie

United States of America

Moyo

Inocent

Zimbabwe

Nasr

Monaem

Tunisia

Orlov

Timofey

Russia

Roychowdhury

Paramita

India

Salisu

Lawal Halliru

Nigeria

Soria Cáceres

Carlos Hugo

Spain

Trapeznikova

Maria

Russia

Wan

Sean

United States of America/ Taiwan

Yang

Yang

China

Zogsoosuren

Bayarmaa

Mongolia
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IGU Commissions Excellence Award 2013
The IGU Commissions
Committee nominates
Commission on Gender
the IGU Commissions
2013.

Excellence Award
unanimously the
and Geography for
Excellence Award

Although many IGU commissions perform
very well in terms of the criteria for the IGU
Commissions Excellence Award, the
Commission on Gender and Geography has
been consistently more active and
productive than any other commission. The
Commission participates consistently in the
IGU Congresses and Conferences by
organizing special sessions and panels, often
in collaboration
with
other
IGU
commissions, and collaborates regularly
with external organizations.

The Commission has a strong record in
publishing special issues in international
refereed academic journals as an outcome of
commission meetings and publishes twice a
year a newsletter in English, French and
Spanish, including a highly valued
bibliography. The Commission encourages
and stimulates the involvement of young
researchers, female researchers and
researchers from low-income countries in
the commission activities. To foster better
participation from researchers from the
Global South, commission members
endorsed providing support for an annual
student travel award to present a paper at a
commission meeting.
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2013 Annual Report of the International
Geographical Union
In this issue:







Report and comment on the IGU
Regional Conference at Kyoto
IGU Executive Committee meetings
and decisions
International
Year
of
Global
Understanding
IGU Journals Project
OurSus Sustainable Cities Project
Co-operation and outreach

IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto
(Japan), 3-9 August 2013
The first regional conference of three in the
period between the Congresses in Cologne
(2012) and Beijing (2016) was held in Kyoto
on 3-9 August 2013. The conference
gathered 1431 participants from 61
countries/regions, including 289 students.
Such attendance is rather high for such
meetings and nearly equal that at the IGU
Congress in Tokyo (1980) and considerably
more than expected by the Organizing
Committee. An important proportion of
participants came from the Asian-Pacific
region which justifies the very idea of
regional conferences since one of the most
important objectives is to contribute to
networking geographers in a particular
region of the world. Naturally, the largest
number of participants was from Japan (688)
followed by Taiwan (78), the US (70), India
(55) and China (53). The Science Council of
Japan provided financial support to cover all
of the room charges at the Kyoto
International Conference Center, allowing
us to set a very reasonable registration fee
despite the elegant facilities.
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The conference’s motto was “Traditional
Wisdom and Modern Knowledge for the
Earth’s Future” which corresponded well to
its main objective - examination of the
relationship between society/culture and
environment and the venue, the ancient
capital of Japan. The opening ceremony was
graced by the attendance of Their Imperial
Highnesses Prince and Princess Akishino
and several other distinguished guests.
The scientific programme was very diverse;
it included sessions organized by 39 of 40
IGU Commissions and interdisciplinary
meetings held on the initiative of separate
groups, key lectures of renowned
geographers and practitioners and special
sessions devoted to the perspectives of our
Union and to the main IGU interdisciplinary
projects (International Year of Global
Understanding and Our Sustainable Cities).
To increase the number of domestic
participants as much as possible, joint
sessions were organized by Japan’s major
geographical societies and research
programs whose head investigators are
Japanese geographers.
Special attention was paid to the support of
young researchers. The Organizing
Committee not only awarded 10 full-cost
travel grants to young Geographers and set
the registration fee at less than 50% of the
regular fee thanks to the generous financial
support of the Tokyo Geographical Society
and the Human Geographical Society of
Japan.
In addition, the IGU directly
supported travel grants to more than 20
delegates mainly from developing countries.
The authors of the best poster presentations
by young researchers received special
awards at the closing ceremony. New
initiatives concerning a broader involvement
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of young scholars in IGU activities were
discussed in Kyoto, particularly through the
contacts with the association of Young Earth
Scientists (YES).
The Conference contributed to the
development of cooperation between IGU
Commissions. The total number of
presentations made at the conference was
1,256: nine at plenary sessions, 780 at
commission sessions, 382 (254 oral and 128
poster) at general sessions, 76 at joint
sessions, and nine more at other sessions.
Two sessions may deserve a special
mention. The first one is the special session
on the status of geographical journals, the
issues of their ranking and open access. It
was shown that the abuse of citation indices
can do particular harm to geography because
of discrimination of regional studies, human
geography and publications in the languages
other than English. It represents a serious
threat to the future of geographical
departments and can undermine the personal
career of many scholars. It was decided that
IGU should formally endorse the San
Francisco
Declaration and
develop
recommendations to national research and
education governmental institutions. The
second one was the session organized on the
initiative of IGU Executive and devoted to
the experience of geography teaching in
universities.

management of the Kyoto conference very
high; they remarked favourably on the quick
and efficient registration facilities, the
tremendous efforts of a large team of student
volunteers, a user friendly Programme
handbook, a memorable opening ceremony
and much, much more.
At the closing ceremony, President
Kolossov declared Ton Dietz, Professor of
Human Geography at the University of
Amsterdam and Director of the African
Studies Centre and Professor in African
Development at Leiden University (the
Netherlands), the IGU 37th Lauréat
d’Honneur. This award was established in
1976 to recognize individuals who have
achieved particular distinction or who have
rendered outstanding service in the work of
the IGU or in international geography and
environmental research.

IGU
Executive
Committee
Meetings and Decisions
The 2012-2014 IGU Executive Committee
consists of eleven elected members:
President:
Professor Vladimir Kolossov
Past President:
Professor Ronald F. Abler

The conference hosted the International
Geography Olympiad (iGeo), a competition
that gathers the winners of national
Geography Olympiads. iGeo celebrated in
Kyoto its 10th anniversary.

Secretary General and Treasurer:
Professor Michael Meadows

As usually, the conference included an
exhibition of geographical literature, maps,
atlases and multimedia products. The special
exhibition “Traditional Wisdom and
Modern Knowledge presented in Maps” was
held in honor of the Conference: Kyoto
University is famous for its excellent
collection of old maps.

Vice Presidents:

According to the special survey, a great
majority of participants rated the conference
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First Vice President:
Professor Dietrich Soyez

Professor Giuliano Bellezza
Professor Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn
Professor Yukio Himiyama
Professor Aharon Kellerman
Academician Dahe Qin
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Professor Jarkko Saarinen
Professor RB Singh
The IGU Executive Committee held two
meetings in 2013: in Rohtak, India (March)
and in Kyoto in August, before the Regional
Conference. After the meeting in India the
members of the EC addressed the National
Conference on “Geoinformatics for
Biodiveristy
and
Climate
Change”
sponsored by the Indian National Academy
of Sciences, Indian Council for Social
Sciences and Research and other
governmental institutions. The approved
minutes of the 2013 IGU Executive
Committee meetings are made available via
the IGU E-newsletters at: http://www.iguonline.org
The agenda of these meetings and the
decisions taken during them were structured
along the IGU priorities for 2012-2016
adopted after the 32nd Congress in Cologne.
The first priority is to keep and to strengthen
the role of IGU as a truly global
organization, i.e. to increase the
participation of geographers from the
countries with low incomes and at the same
time to make IGU attractive for geographers
from the “North”, particularly for young
generations. IGU meetings and publications
have to be important milestones in their
career. In 2013 several countries have either
formally re-established membership or have
indicated that they are likely to become IGU
members shortly. The EC paid a special
attention to networking African geographers
and worked out a “roadmap” to promote
African and other developing countries
membership.
The second IGU priority is communication
and integration of IGU Commissions’ work,
the development of interdisciplinary
research by promoting problem- and regionoriented programmes and the cooperation
between natural and social wings of
geography in studying future environmental
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conditions and their consequences for
people, and institutional, economic, and
behavioral changes enabling effective steps
toward global sustainability. IGU believes it
very important to involve geographers in the
implementation of Future Earth, the most
ambitious international research programme
integrating natural and social sciences which
has been ever created. IGU through its
national committees carefully selected the
candidates to Future Earth’s Science
Committee. The world geographical
community is represented in it by several
members, including IGU Vice-President
Dahe Qin. IGU also encourages joint and
special workshops, sessions and research
projects sponsored by two or several
Commissions. The EC worked out the
criteria for an IGU Commission excellence
award and established the committee to
administer it.
The third priority is cooperation with local
organizing committees (LOC) of IGU
Congresses and Regional Conferences for
keeping their high standards, looking for
new flexible formats, and bridging gaps
between geographers, policy makers and
community leaders. IGU EC closely
cooperated with the LOC of the next
Regional Conference in Poland and for the
first time signed with it the Memorandum of
Agreement
establishing
mutual
commitments and financial responsibility.
According to the fourth priority cooperation with the leading international
organizations in contributing to the cohesion
of geography and its better international
visibility, IGU participated in the activity of
ICSU and ISSC in embedding IGU in global
research programmes and networks. IGU
established closer relations with the
Association of European Geographical
Societies (Eugeo) and the European
Association of Geographers (Eurogeo), and
signed with them the Memorandum on
cooperation. IGU EC is also organizing “the
IGU lecture” at the International
Geographical Festival in Saint Dié (France).
IGU sponsors the activity of the joint
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Commission on Toponimy with the
International Cartographic Association and
maintains working contacts with the
International Union of Geological Sciences
(IGS) and the International Union of
Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG), in
particular in Geounions, the association of
international unions in the field of Earth
Sciences within ICSU.
Geographical education is one of the major
raisons d’etre of the geographical
community and one of its main priorities.
IGU should continuously show the value of
geographical
education
in
various
international and national academic and
policy contexts. IGU, Eugeo and Eurogeo
are working on a common project for
promoting geographical education and
keeping and modernizing geographical
curricula in secondary schools.
IGU decided to celebrate in 2022 its
centennial and created special Task Force.
One of its objectives is to prepare the
extraordinary Congress and a new
publication documenting IGU history.

International Year of
Understanding (IYGU)

Global

IGU strongly supports the transdisciplinary
project of the International Year on Global
Understanding (IYGU) which was created
on the IGU initiative and is coordinated by
Professor Benno Werlen, Chair of IGU
Commission on Cultural Geography. 2013
was marked by spectacular progress in the
implementation of this project. First, its
bodies (the Advisory Board, the Steering
Committee, the Outreach Panel and partly
Regional Action Centres were formed and
started their activities. More important, the
UNESCO Executive Board and later the
UNESCO
General
Assembly
have
unanimously adopted the resolution of the
IGU initiative for the IYGU presented by the
group of the East African countries in the
name of Rwanda. Therefore, there is a real
chance that the UN General Assembly could
proclaim the IYGU during 2014 for 2016.

The main idea of the project is to bridge the
gap in awareness between local actions and
global effects and that there is the urgent
need in global action towards resolving the
problems arising from global social and
climate change. It was stressed that
geographical
education
for
global
understanding is critical for addressing
global challenges - for providing sustainable
sources of clean water, food and energy, and
for maintaining an intact environment for
the well-being of all people. The IGU
initiative has already obtained earlier the
support of ISSC, ICSU and a great number
of other international and national
institutions. More information about IYGU
is
available
at:
http://globalunderstanding.info/

The IGU Journals Database
There are many journals globally that deal
with the broad church that is the discipline
of Geography.
In recent years the
domination of major publishing houses in
the scientific journal market has become
much stronger and it is clear that many
geographical journals are published that
have a much lower profile and yet could
provide a very valuable resource for
geographers – researchers and teachers alike
- in particular national or regional contexts.
It was for this reason that the IGU embarked
on a project to establish a searchable global
database of geographical periodicals.
Information, including contact details,
impact factor (where appropriate) and
website addresses of more than 1000
journals from more than 80 countries
worldwide are now available online (follow
the link from the IGU homepage at:
www.igu-online.org

Sustainable Cities:
‘OurSus’ Project

The

IGU

IGU also supports the project of making the
site on cities’ sustainable development
created in 2010 on the initiative of Dutch
and Chinese geographers the world centre of
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information and certification working under
the sponsorship of IGU. This project is
based on the idea that despite their different
sizes, location and functions all cities are
facing similar challenges in terms of
sustainable features, such as green R&D,
environment-friendly consumption, green
campaigns, challenges, and education, etc.
In 2013 the project had a full double Internet
infrastructure, in English and Chinese
(www.oursus.org and zh.oursus.org). There
were numerous cities presented on its
website and many academics and
professionals made use of it, albeit still
mainly from China. It is expected that the
project will reach full maturity in 2016
towards the IGU Congress in Beijing. It
should have a wide and internationally
balanced representation of both cities and
users. It is necessary to mobilize
geographical communities in many
countries and to create national centres of
the project.

One of the most important tasks of the IGU
is to act as the connection between the
international community of geographers and
the major global scientific organisations.
IGU is formally recognised as a voting
member Union of both the International
Council for Science (ICSU) and the
International Social Science Council (ISSC)
and plays a vital role in representing the
discipline at the highest level of global
scientific administration. It is vital that
geographers are represented on the major
international science committees and
successfully nominated candidates for
membership of the Future Earth programme
(see: www.icsu.org/future-earth), a joint
ICSU-ISSC 10-year international research
initiative that will develop the knowledge
for responding effectively to the risks and
opportunities of global environmental
change and for supporting transformation
towards global sustainability in the coming
decades.

Communication and Outreach
The main communication tools of the IGU
are its quarterly newsletter, compiled by
Vice-President Giuliano Bellezza and its
website, maintained by Secretary-General
Mike Meadows. Four issues of the new
series of the e-Newsletter were published in
2013 and can be downloaded from the
website by following the newsletter link
from www.igu-online.org. IGU now has a
Facebook page and the new website design.
In 2013 volume 61-62 of the IGU Bulletin
was published representing the years 201112. IGU also issued a publicity leaflet on its
current activities and updated the handbook
for its members.
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Groupe de travail et de la Commission des rapports annuels
2014
C12.01 Applied Geography
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
President:
Graham Clarke
School of Geography
University of Leeds
Leeds LS2 9JT
0113-343-3323
g.p.clarke@leeds.ac.uk
Secretary:
Eli Stern
Department of Geography &
Environmental Development
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
Beer Sheva 84105, Israel
elistern@bgu.ac.il
Members:
Diana Alexandru
Faculty of Geography
Cluj-Napoke, Romania
Email: aledia2003@yahoo.com
Federico Arenas
Director
Instituto de Geografia
Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile
Vicuna Mackenna 4860 – Macul
Santiago, Chile
Email: www.geo.puc.cl
[Arenas will complete his term as a
Member of the Commission at the meeting

of the Commission to be held on 27 August
2012 during the IGU Congress in Cologne]
El hassane Boubekraoui
Departement de Geographie Universite
Cadi Ayyad
Faculte des Lettres et des Sciences
Humaines
B.P 2410 Amerchich Marrakech Maroc
Email: boubekraoui@hotmail.com
Maria Lucinda Fonseca
Professor
Centro de Estudos Geograficos / Instituto
de Geografia e Ordenamento do Território
Edifício da Faculdade de Letras, Alameda
da Universidade
1600-214 Lisboa, Portugal
Email:
Lucinda.fonseca@netcabo.pt<mailto:Lucin
da.fonseca@netcabo.pt>
David Gilband
University of Perpignan
7 Rue Mary Cassatt
66200 Montescot, France
Email: giband@univ-perp.fr
Stephane Joost
MFSA – MicroGIS Foundation
for Spatial Analysis
Rue des Jordils 40
1025 Saint – Sulpice
Switerzerland

296
- 295 -

Elizbieta Ortowska
Institute of Geography and Regional
Development
University of Wroclaw
pl. Uniwersytecki 1, 50-137 Wroclaw
Poland
Email: orlowska1@wp.pl
Hamish Rennie
Senior Lecturer
Environment Society and Design Division
Lincoln University
Lincoln, 7647, New Zealand
rennieh@lincoln.ac.nz
Ali Toumi
Professor
Faculte des Sciences humaines et Sociales
de Tunis
Universite de Tunis
Tunisia
Email: Alitoumi2003@yahoo.fr
1.2. International Advisory Group
Antoine Bailly
Martin Clarke
Dennis Donovan
Joao Ferrao
Mauro Gabella
Lay James Gibson
Jorge Gaspar
Kingsley Haynes
Brian. P. Holly
Grady Meehan
Doug Richardson
Grant Thrall
Robert Stimson
Sir Alan Wilson
Kim Young I l

2. Meetings
2.1. Tel Aviv: Geography and Planning,
May 13-18, 2014
The Applied Geography Commission
(AGC) of the International Geographical
Union (IGU) and its friends meet annually to
promote individual and group research
work, to encourage the exchange of relevant

documents and information, and to widen
knowledge through field excursions, both
between IGU Congresses and during
International Geographical Congresses. Our
principal 2014 meeting took place in the
Carlton Hotel, Tel Aviv, Israel, under the
umbrella title of ‘GEOGRAPHY AND
PLANNING’. It was hosted by the
Department of Geography & Environmental
Development at Ben-Gurion University of
the Negev. Prof. Eli Stern, secretary of the
AGC, was the local organizer.
Three days were devoted to research
presentations and discussions on the
following themes: geographic contributions
to planning, geographical tools and methods
in planning, geographers involvement in
planning: experiences and critiques, and
research examples of thematic planning like
urban and regional planning, regulatory
planning, service planning, transport
planning, environmental planning, spatial
policy, health planning. "gray space"
planning, GIS and geo-simulation, and
planning in Israel. In between the sessions
there were two walking tours guided by Eli
Stern and Yodan Rofe, to the old city of
Jaffa and to the "White City" of Tel Aviv –
a world heritage site. The meeting started
with greetings from Graham Clarke (AGC
Chairman) and Robert Stimson (Former
AGC Chairman). The opening session
hosted representatives from the GIS and
geo-informatics market and from the
planning practice together with the group of
academics.
Following the meeting we had a three day
guided field trip to the Judean foothills, to
the Judean desert and to Jerusalem. We
visited the Beit Guvrin and Maresha caves,
which were subscribed, on June 22nd 2014,
as a new world heritage site at the 38th World
Heritage Convention of UNESCO which
took place in Doha, Qatar. Another world
heritage site which we visited was Massada,
near the Dead Sea, Israel's first subscribed
world heritage site. Swimming in the Dead
Sea and a detailed tour in the old city of
Jerusalem were highlights of the rest of the
297

- 296 -

tour. The culinary side, both during the
meetings and the field trip, complemented
and exemplified the applied aspects of
cultural geography. Our next meeting will
be in November 2014 in Washington D.C.
during the North American Regional
Science Conference.
2.2. Washington
For our second meeting of the year we
jointly hosted two sessions at the 2014 North
American Regional Science Meeting in
November in Washington DC. The main
local convenor was John Lombard, the AGC
North American officer. The two sessions
were organised as follows:
International
Geographical
Union
Applied
Geography
Commission:
Applied Location Analysis I
Thursday Nov 13 | 1:30 PM–3:30 PM |
Cabinet Suite
Organizers: John R. Lombard, Old
Dominion University; Graham P. Clarke,
University of Leeds;
Eliahu Stern, Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev
Chair: John R. Lombard, Old Dominion
University
-

-

-

-

Geographic Analysis for Location of
Energy Power Lines in a Public Private
and Social Debate: The Chilean
Atacama Desert, Pablo Osses,
Pontificia Universidad Católica de
Chile
Profit Comparison of Spatial Pricing
Plans in presence of Heterogeneous
Demand and Transportation Cost,
Amiya K. Basu, Syracuse University
Applied GIS and Spatial Analysis in
Regional
Visioning,
John
R.
Lombard, Old Dominion University;
George McCleod, Old Dominion
University; Sarah Kidd, Hampton
Roads Planning District Commission
Delineating Buffer Zones around World
Cultural Heritage Sites, Eliahu Stern,
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev;

Idan Avidan, Ben-Gurion University
of the Negev
Discussants:
John R. Lombard, Old Dominion
University
Pablo Osses, Pontificia Universidad
Católica de Chile
Eliahu Stern, Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev
Charles Ingene, University of Oklahoma
International
Geographical
Union
Applied
Geography
Commission:
Applied Location Analysis II
Thursday Nov 13 | 4:00 PM–6:00 PM |
Cabinet Suite
Organizer: John R. Lombard, Old
Dominion University
Chair: Graham P. Clarke, University of
Leeds








Incorporating E-Commerce into Retail
Location Models, Graham P. Clarke,
University of Leeds; Elena KirbyHawkins, University of Leeds; Mark
Birkin, University of Leeds
Retail Cluster Formation - Using
Longitudinal Geo-Coded Data for
Metropolitan Retail Markets, Özge
Öner,
Jönköping
International
Business School; Johan P. Larsson,
Jönköping
International
Business
School
Evaluating Spatial Model Accuracy in
Mass Real Estate Appraisal: A
Comparison
of
Geographically
Weighted Regression (GWR) and the
Spatial Lag Model (SLM), Paul
Bidanset, University of Ulster; John R.
Lombard, Old Dominion University
A Spatial Microsimulation Approach
for Natural Disaster Impact Assessment
at a Neighborhood Level in Japan,
Kazumasa
Hanaoka,
Tohoku
University

Discussants:
Paul Bidanset, University of Ulster
Graham P. Clarke, University of Leeds
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Kazumasa Hanaoka, Tohoku University
Özge Öner, Jönköping International
Business School
2.3. Future Meetings
2.3.1.
2.3.2.

Commission Conference 2015:
‘Applied service analysis and
Planning’, Bangkok
IGU Conference Moscow 2015

The AGC is also joining forces with the
Commission on Local and Regional
Development to have a joint set of papers at
the IGU regional conference in Moscow in
August.

3. Networking
During each year there has been informal
networking among members of the
Commission through electronic means.
Where possible Commission Members and
Friends have met informally at various
professional association conferences to
discuss Commission activities.

4. Publications
Following the meeting at Leeds (May 2013)
and Tel Aviv (2014) we are working on a
new edited collection of applied case study
papers with Routledge. Preliminary details
of the contents are provided below: We hope
to report the publication of this book (and
the final details) in the December 2015
report
Applied Spatial Modelling and Planning
John Lombard, Eli Stern, Graham
Clarke (eds)
Overview
Sir Alan Wilson (UCL) Applied Spatial
Modelling: A SWOT Analysis
The objective of this paper is to work
through a SWOT analysis of applied spatial
modelling with a final emphasis on the
considerable opportunities for future

development. The argument will be
developed on a framework derived from
Brian Arthur’s (2010) book ‘The nature of
technology’. This can be achieved by
seeking to understand, in turn, cities,
planning and modelling as ‘technologies’ so
that to look ahead, we can develop Arthur’s
idea of ‘combinatorial evolution’.
Economic Space and Development
Michael C. Carroll and Will M. Burns,
Visualizing local economic development:
A comparative space-time data tool.
Many questions regarding communities at
risk lay at the intersection of the disciplines
of geography and economics, that is, the
time-space interface. This paper describes a
toolbox developed by the Center for
Regional Development. The toolbox is a
family of space-time methods for
visualization, examination and prediction of
unemployment patterns and trends. This
toolbox shows how advances in GIS and
inter-temporal dynamics can help identify
communities that are at risk from economic
contractions at the firm level. Hence, this
type of analysis can augment local economic
development theory, policy and practice.
Further, it shows that these techniques can
uncover patterns that would have been
impossible with other methods. The paper
describes the three specific objectives of the
open source toolbox: (1) to further extend
the studies of warn notices into the spacetime context; (2) to fully explore the power
of space-time computation and visualization
for identifying communities at risk; (3) to
implement these methods in an integrated
toolkit for local economic policy decision
makers and economic development
practitioners.
Jitendra Parajuli and Kingsley E, Haynes,
An exploratory analysis of new firm
formation in New England.
This study examines the distribution of new
firm formation in New England from 1990
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through to 2009. Using discrete entropy and
entropy decomposition, it was found that
single-unit firm births are spatially
dispersed. The distributional patterns do not
vary substantially across the study period.
However, some industry sectors, such as
information, and finance and insurance,
were more concentrated than sectors such as
health care and social assistance, and
accommodation
and
food
services.
Although the extent of new firm formation
is generally associated with business cycles,
economies of scale associated with the
regions are also likely to explain the
distributional patterns of new firm
formation.
Jonathan Corcoran, Francisco Rowe,
Alessandra Faggian, and Robert Stimson,
Using spatial modelling to investigate the
impact of policy change: Human capital
in Australia.
This paper investigates the human capital
implications of a policy change resulting
from the introduction of the 485 graduate
visa in Australia in 2007. As a result of
rising volumes of migration across
international borders for higher education,
the geography of skilled migration has
become increasingly important for spacebased policy due to its impacts on regional
labour markets and influence on regional
development. The Australian federal
government introduced a graduate visa
scheme that has resulted in a marked
increase in the number of overseas graduates
staying-on in the country post-graduation.
However, little research has been
undertaken investigating their employment
outcomes or analysing their patterns of interregional migration within the nation in their
entry to the labour force. Using survey data,
this paper addresses these issues, enabling
the analysis and comparison of ‘before’ and
‘after’ patterns of regional distribution of
those immigrants as they transition from
higher education to employment. Their
working conditions and spatial patterns are
investigated and are compared with the

corresponding cohorts of Australian
graduates over the same period of time.
(received)
Robert Baker, Recent advances in dynamic
spatial interaction modeling with
reference to the study of internet traffic.
Physics has been a rich source in the
development and application of techniques
to spatial interaction modelling in
geography. A version of spatial interaction
modelling, including time, has been
developed as a differential equation (DE)
that has been applied to shopping and
gambling trips in social science. This
version of social physics has had wide
relevance in public policy research in
Australia. The application to virtual trips
through the Internet takes the DE a step
further, since it is an example of a general
physical problem, dealing with motion near
the speed of light relative to different time
frames of reference in a revolving global
network. It mixes geography and physics to
deal with the question on how to understand
the nature of internet traffic traversing
different time zones. It also allows for the
introduction of new concepts of ‘imaginary
time’ and ‘fractal networks’ into the DE that
have recently been published in the
mainstream
physics
literature.
The
differentials in space can be fractional and
therefore allow a network hierarchy to be
part of distance decay. Likewise, the
differentials in time can be constructed as a
complex variable, where there is
concurrently traffic movement within a real
24-hour rotation and also movement
between imaginary time zones relative to
arbitrary meridians of longitude. This is an
example of the growing status of geography
as a spatial science and more specifically,
spatial interaction modelling, generating
ideas in the development of the applied
physics of movement.
Housing and Settlement Patterns
Yan Liu, David Wadley, and Amitay James,
To what extent are Australian private
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housing renters 'mis-located'? A case
study of Brisbane, Australia.
This paper brings a new perspective to the
analysis of the spatial disparity of the rental
housing market by linking scaled household
income and rent outgoings data at
neighbourhood scale. We used Australia’s
South East Queensland (SEQ) region as a
case study given the fine scale data available
from the census as well as the leading role
that the private rental housing market plays
in Australia’s rental housing market. A set
of spatial metrics was developed to map and
visualize the geographical disparity in the
supply of, and demand for, private rental
housing stocks. Principal Component
Analysis followed by a two-step cluster
analysis method was employed to define the
spatial typology of the private rental housing
market at a localized scale known as the
State Suburb. The results reveal four
distinctive spatial clusters, representing a
range of socio-economic and demographic
outcomes at the local neighbourhood scale.
Paul Bidanset and John R. Lombard,
Optimal spatial weighting functions 0f
geographically
weighted
regression
models used in mass appraisal of
residential real estate.
Sufficient research has shown locally
weighted regression (LWR) methods
improve traditional valuation model
performance and predictability power (e.g.
Brunson et al., 1996; Brunsdon 1998;
McMillen 1996). One such LWR
methodology, which more accurately
accounts for spatial heterogeneity, is
geographically weighted regression (GWR)
(Fotheringham et al. 2002; LeSage 2004,
Huang et al. 2010). Our previous research
(Bidanset & Lombard 2014) examines
variation in mass appraisal valuation model
performance across Gaussian and bisquare
kernels with both fixed and adaptive
bandwidth and we find that the kernel and
bandwidth combination employed in GWR
models does have a significant effect on
equity of results - as evidenced by

significant differences in the coefficient of
dispersion (COD). This paper builds upon
our previous research by including
additional kernel density functions (ie
exponential, tricube, and boxcar). We find
that continuous kernels achieve superior
city-wide
COD
levels,
particularly
exponential kernels with fixed bandwidths.
Additionally, neighborhood disaggregation
of COD and PRD levels reveals that
exponential kernels with fixed bandwidths
significantly reduce the amount of submarkets suffering from regressivity and
relatively (Bidanset & Lombard 2014) lower
uniformity.
Eliahu Stern, Spatial search: New
settlements for Israel's ultra-orthodox
population.
Applied geography is quite an old branch in
the wide subject tree of geography (e.g.
Stamp, 1960). Although it has been a subject
of criticism from Marxist to postmodern
theorists, it still enhance the quality of
present and future living conditions on earth
(e.g. Pacione, 1999). A good example of its
continuing vitality is the never-ending
practice of spatial search. According to
Massam (1980), spatial search is the process
of evaluation of alternate locations and the
selection of a particular site for either public
or private facility. Since GIS has become a
common tool in space-wise quarries, spatial
search has become an obvious base for
spatial-wise decision making.
This paper presents a GIS-based search
aimed to find locations for housing the
growing ultra-orthodox population in Israel.
This sector has an outstanding high
population growth rate demanding,
continuously, public housing solutions. In
order to avoid intra-urban conflicts between
the orthodox and the non-orthodox sectors
(e.g. Shilhav, 1984, 1993), the Ministry of
Housing & Construction has decided to
examine the feasibility of building new,
purely orthodox, settlements. Bounded by
several sectorial restrictions like proximity,
and/or high accessibility to Jerusalem, and
low-rise buildings, the Ministry assigned me
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(Enviroplan Ltd., 2009) to find feasible
locations to accommodate a minimum of
50,000 dwelling units each. Feasibility is
defined by several objective and subjective
indicators. Both, the indicators and the
search procedure are presented. A pairedcomparison analysis of location criteria is
also used to examine the rank-orders of
feasible locations by the leaders of the ultraorthodox population and the community of
urban planners. An agreeable solution and
learned insights are finally put forward.
Daniel Felsenstein and Yair Grinberger,
Can cities bounce-back? Dynamic agent
based simulation of urban resilience
As cities increase in size and complexity
they also become increasing vulnerable to
unanticipated events, both natural and
anthropogenic (Deppisch and Schaerffer,
2011; Godschalk, 2003).
Large scale
disasters such as the 1995 Kobe earthquake,
hurricane Katrina, the Tohoku earthquake
and tsunami and Superstorm Sandy have
elicited research interest in the way cities
cope with such shocks. This work tends to
highlight either mitigation measures
(Fleischauer, 2008; Godschalk, 2003) or
‘bouncing back’ strategies (Campanella,
2008; Chang, 2010; Chang & Rose, 2012;
Olshansky, Hopkins & Johnson, 2012). It
also tends to imply that urban recovery
should be directly related to the magnitude
of the disaster with larger shocks to the
urban system requiring more drastic
mediation or rejuvenation measures.
However as this chapter shows, an
exogenous shock does not have any
predetermined outcome and multiple
(unstable) equilibria may exist. The same
shock may elicit wildly diverging urban
responses in different environments. This
has implications for the notion of urban
resilience. It undermines much of the
popular literature promoting a ‘one size fits
all’ approach to both urban mitigation and
rejuvenation and neutralizes the standard
checklist approach to disaster management
mechanisms, which while well-intentioned

may be misleading (Prasand, Ranghieri,
Shah, Tohanis, Kessler and Sinha 2009,
UNISDR 2012).
As the urban environment is fashioned by
the interaction of many agents such as
residents, workers, local governments,
developers and by sub-systems such as
housing markets and transportation
networks ( Cruz, Costa, de Sousa, & Pinho,
2013), unraveling the key to urban resilience
becomes extremely difficult (Müller, 2011).
Local shocks may have global effects and
innocuous, short-term perturbations may
cause long term change. The result can be a
shift of the entire system to one of a few
possible unstable equilibria states. This
situation plays havoc with attempts to
formulate generic post-disaster urban
resilience solutions without consideration of
context (Kartez, 1984; Kartez and Lindel,
1987).
To illustrate this position, we use dynamic
agent based (AB) simulation of a
hypothetical earthquake in the downtown
area of Israel’s two largest cities, Jerusalem
and Tel Aviv. The former is the national
capital and seat of government. The latter is
the business and economic center of the
country. In the AB world, the complexities
of the urban system are decomposed into the
operation of ‘agents’. These can be both
individual entities such as citizens or
aggregate institutions such as markets. Each
of these operates according to certain
(programmable) behavioral rules grounded
in classic behavioral foundations such as
maximizing utility in terms of residence,
minimizing risk and participating in
activities such as work, leisure and
commercial activities. In so doing, agents
affect the behavior of other agents and in the
aggregate, the operation of urban institutions
such as land and housing markets and the
planning system. We simulate the long run
impacts on the urban system with a view to
highlighting the complexity of restoring the
urban equilibrium and rejuvenating city life.
The rest of the chapter proceeds as follows.
We first review current knowledge
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regarding urban resilience in the wake of a
disaster, in light of the multiple possible
equlibria states that can emerge. Then we
present the AB simulation and the principles
guiding its design. In the following section,
the different urban contexts of Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem are described. The simulation
outcomes are then discussed. These are
measured by time to recovery, land use
rejuvenation and CBD shifting. Special
attention is given to the effectiveness of
urban policies aimed at restoring the urban
equilibrium. These relate to land use
regulation, public provision of shelter and
the restoration of damaged urban services
and run the gamut from status quo marketled initiatives to heavy handed regulation.
Our results show very different outcomes
from a similar shock and the implications of
this with respect to urban resilience are
discussed.
Population Dynamics and Ageing
P.Rees, P.Wohland, P.Norman (Leeds) Our
multi-ethnic future: how fast is it
arriving?
(in prep.)
Les Mayhew (City, London), On the
decomposition of life expectancy and the
limits of life.
One of great success stories in the UK is that
people are living longer. Improvements in
life expectancy at older ages have
particularly accelerated in recent decades.
However, there are three unanswered
questions - namely, what will life
expectancy be in the medium term (10 – 20
years, say), will it go on rising indefinitely
and what will be the variation in age of
death. We find there is a need for better
information about life expectancy at both the
population and individual level. Policies
must be durable, especially anything to do
with pensions, health and social care, or
housing needs. In this paper we present a
new method for forecasting life expectancy
based on decomposition techniques. The key

advantages are more certainty over which
age groups are affected and more accurate
information about possible limits to life.
Results are presented for England and Wales
and the implications discussed. A
concluding section briefly compares out
approach with other methods.
Agent-based Spatial Modelling
Robert Fligg, Joana Barros (Natural
Resources Canada, Birkbeck, University of
London (Birkbeck, Exploring Human
Behaviour using Agent-Based Modelling,
Neural Networks and Land Use/Land
Cover (LU/LC): A case study of Flooding
in the Limpopo River Basin, Xai-Xai,
Mozambique
Mike Bithell, (University of Cambridge)’
Small scale agent-based modelling of
infectious disease transmission
Modelling of infectious diseases at the scale
of the individual allows for a number of
factors such as spatial structure and
individual heterogeneity to be included in a
way that has often been neglected in more
traditional aggregated approaches. Often,
however, agent-based or individual- based
models still do not incorporate real-world
geometries or activities: They tend to treat
the interaction between individuals in an
abstract way that does not account for
their actual movement through space, or
real-world timing of actions. In this paper
an agent-based model of a primary school
(children aged 4-11) is derived directly from
observation of real school: Laser- scanner
measurements of the school building are
used to determine its size and shape, the
location of social spaces, and of obstacles to
movement. Observations of class-room
activity and the school timetable determine
daily activity, and a fine-scale social-force
model routes teachers and pupils through the
school, while retaining the collective aspects
that group together pupils in shared
classroom spaces, or see them dispersed in
the playground. All activities are set by a
timetable that uses real-time units and real303
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space co-ordinates, so that we can match the
spread of a notional proximity-based
infectious disease to observations of
absences from school due to illness. Below,
a detailed description of the model
configuration is given, along with some
preliminary results showing how we can
separate disease specific factors from social
activity that mediates disease transfer.
Nick Addis (University of Leeds)
Agent-Based Modelling and Crime’
The evolution of computational modelling
approaches appears to have coincided with a
culture whereby criminal justice agencies
find themselves subjected to increasing
levels of scrutiny over their performance.
This has contributed to an increased
awareness amongst these agencies of how
such modelling approaches may be used to
support crime prevention efforts. This
chapter charts the development of an
advanced
computational
modelling
technique
known
as
'Agent-Based
Modelling' (ABM), illustrating through a
range of case studies how this has been
effectively applied in the fields of crime
reduction, detection and prediction.
Health care modelling
Holly Shulman, Mark Birkin, Graham
Clarke (University of Leeds)
A spatial analysis of hospitalization rates
in Yorkshire, UK
Melanie
Tomintz,
Bernhard
Kosar
(University of Applied Sciences, Austria)
Using a spatial simulation approach to
map the Austrian smoking situation and
to explore spatial inequalities for small
areas
The Austrian Federal Ministry of Health
aims to improve the health of all people
living in Austria and to decrease health and
social inequalities. The expenditure for
health care costs is increasing and resources
are getting scarce. Especially health
problems related to a bad life style are

problematic, e.g. obesity, smoking, type 2
diabetes. Austria is recognised as having one
of the best health care systems among the
European
countries.
The
Austrian
population has high life expectancy, above
the average in Europe (OECD, 2011).
Women have a life expectancy of 83 years
and men have a life expectancy of 78 years.
All this sounds good, but in fact Austria is
among the bottom ranking when it comes to
live a healthy life when aging
(Bundesministerium für Gesundheit, 2012).
In Austria, cardiovascular diseases count the
highest rate of deaths with 37.1% for men
and 47.1% for women, followed by cancer
(28.9% males, 23.6% females). The
consumption of tobacco products, including
cigarettes, is responsible for many diseases
and can even be the trigger for death.
Looking at the life style issue of smoking,
Austria has the highest smoking rate with
36% among all European countries
(EuroStat, 2002). Latest OECD figures
show that the smoking rate is Austria is
23.2% and therefore 0.2% above the EU27
countries (OECD, 2012). The percentage of
male smokers is still higher in comparison to
women smokers; however, the gap between
men and women is closing, especially in
young ages. For instance, the smoking
prevalence for people between 15 and 29
years are 29% for women and 32% for men.
This trend continuous and with it smoking
related deaths (Statistik Austria, 2012).
Especially when it comes to young smokers,
Austria is top ranked. A study conducted by
most of the OECD countries (in terms of
smoking and alcohol consumption in
2005/2006) allows a comparison of the
smoking behaviour among 15-year-old
children. It is shown that Austria is on top
among young smokers (30% girls, 24%
boys) in comparison to all other OECD
countries, followed by the Czech Republic,
Germany and Finland. A big issue here is
that smoking is an addiction and is often
taken into adult life. At world-wide level,
least 15-year-old smokers are found in the
USA followed by Sweden, Canada and
Norway (Statistik Austria, 2012). This is of
serious concerns because smoking is
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responsible for many types of diseases and
is still the most preventable cause of death.
A careful local planning is necessary to meet
people’s needs and to distribute scares
health care resources best to meet
government aims. This requires good quality
health data, which is often not available for
smaller geographical areas. For example, in
Austria the National Health Survey is
collected only once a decade. To overcome
such obstacles, we can make use of small
area simulation methods; here we use spatial
microsimulation modelling, to model
missing data. One of the main advantages of
this method is the simulation of specific
target groups, e.g. divorced women aged 30
to 44 without a job. The main research
centres of spatial microsimulation modelling
are found in the UK and Australia, however,
the advantages are getting increased
recognition worldwide. Drawbacks for
using the modelling method include the lack
of available software and expert knowledge
in the area of spatial microsimulation
modelling.
In Austria, this methodology is not widely
spread yet, especially not in the area of
health care and in the usage of spatial
microsimulation models. Therefore, within
the research project SALUD - funded by the
Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation
and Technology and the Austrian Science
Fund - we aim to develop a framework for
spatial microsimulation modelling as to date
no user-friendly open-source framework
exists to date internationally. This is the base
skeleton to combine survey and census data
to model small area health issues based on
individuals or households where no data
exists, so called missing data. Further, the
framework aims to implement different
microsimulation algorithms, thus allowing
an easy way of comparing methods for
specific models and data sets, as this is an
emerging issue nowadays and will allow
saving lots of time for novice (non-expert)
users. Further, different combination of
constraints (data variables, e.g. age) and
sub-constraints (e.g. age groups) can easily
be simulated and compared to find the

optimal model. Attention is also given to an
easy way of validating the simulation results
as well as to visualize them in form of maps.
The latter will help to interpret the results,
also for non-experts.
The aim of this chapter is to introduce the
framework
simSALUD
for
spatial
microsimulation modelling based on the
example of modelling the smoking
population in Austria. Section 2 describes
the framework with its components. Section
3 shows the usage of each component with
the framework illustrated by the case study
“simulation of smokers”. Section 4 leads to
a discussion and outlook. Section 5
concludes with a summary.
Karyn Morrisey, Peter Kinderman, Eleanor
Pontin, Sara Tai, Matthias Schwannauer
(university of Liverpool/Edinburgh)
Examining
the
Socio-spatial
determinants of Depression in the UK
There is considerable evidence of a social
gradient in the prevalence of depression that
may lead to lower level of wellbeing among
the population. Including the Index for
Multiple Deprivation for England (2010)
with the Stress Test, a survey launched on
'All in the Mind' a BBC Radio 4 programme
and developed by psychologists in
Liverpool and Manchester Universities, the
aim of this research is to explore the
association between depression and arealevel
deprivation,
controlling
for
demographic and socioeconomic factors.
This research found (a) individuals in lower
income categories have higher rates of
depression, and (b) within income
categories, individuals with depression
reside in relatively more deprived areas
relative to those without depression.
Michelle Morris, G.P.Clarke, K.Edwards,
J.Cade (University of Leeds)
Spatial analysis of overweight and obese
in the UK Women’s Cohort Study
(UKWCS)
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Purpose: Strong evidence exists to suggest
that there are layers of both personal and
environmental factors influencing behaviour
patterns, summarised by the ecological
model. Incidence of overweight/obesity is
no exception. Using a geodemographic
classification could go some way to
controlling for these factors in analysis.
Such classifications combine demographic
characteristics of individuals with small area
geography to profile a type of area.
Methods: Using the UK Women’s Cohort
Study (n~35000) logistic regression can be
used to investigate whether the type of area
in which the women live - determined by the
geodemographic Output Area Classification
- affects likelihood of being overweight or
obese.
Results: An increased likelihood of being
overweight/obese is observed for those
living in Blue Collar Communities, or an
area Constrained by Circumstance (for
example public or residential housing)
compared with women living in an area of
Typical traits, so named as it exhibits no
distinguishing demographic characteristics
(relative risk ratios 1.44 (confidence interval
1.30 to 1.59) and 1.56 (1.39 to 1.76)
respectively (p<0.05)).
City Living or Countryside living are
associated with significantly (p<0.05)
reduced risk of overweight/ obese (relative
risk ratios 0.77 (confidence interval 0.69 to
0.85) and 0.89 (0.83 to 0.96) respectively).
When adjusting for energy intake, energy
expenditure and cost of the diet these
associations remain true.
Conclusion: Results suggest that living in a
certain type of area affects likelihood of
being overweight or obese. They also show
that geodemographic classifications may be
a useful tool to inform public health nutrition
policy.
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C12.02 Arid Lands, Humankind and Environment
1. Membership
Steering Committee
Prof. Dr. Mahmoud M. Ashour (Chair)
Department of Geography
Faculty of Arts
Ain Shams University
Cairo, EGYPT
Email: mmashour43@hotmail.com
Prof. Dr. Olaf Bubenzer (Secretary)
Institute of Geography
University of Cologne
Albertus-Magnus-Platz
50923 Cologne/Köln, GERMANY
Email: olaf.bubenzer@uni-koeln.de
Prof. Dr. Abdualllh Nasser Alwelaie
Faculty of Social Sciences
Emam Mohamed Ben Saud University
P.O Box 100330
11635 Riyadh, SAUDI ARABIA
Email: alwelaie@hotmail.com
Dr. Saif Salim Saif AL Qaidi
Department of Geography
Faculty of Humanities and social studies
U.A.E University.
P.O. Box : 17771
AL Ain, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Prof. Dr. Nabil Sayed Embabi
Department of Geography
Faculty of Arts
Ain Shams University
Cairo, EGYPT
Email: embabi@gmail.com
Prof. Dr. Xiaoping Yang
Institute of Geology and Geophysics
Chinese Academy of Sciences
P.O. Box 9825
Beijing 100029, CHINA
Email: xpyang@mail.igcas.ac.cn

Prof. Dr. George S. Brook
Department of Geography
Franklin college of Arts and Science
University of Georgia
Athens GA 30602- 2502, USA
Email: gabrook@uga.edu
Dr. Kevin White
Landscape and Landform Research Group
Department of Geography
The University of Reading - Whiteknights
P.O. Box 227
Reading - RG6 6AB, UK
Email: k.h.white@reading.ac.uk
Dr. Ahmed Abdel Salam
Sultan Qabbos University, OMAN
Email: salam@squ.edu.om
Dr. Ulrik Mårtensson
Dept. of Phys. Geography and Ecosystems
Analysis
Lund University, Solvegatan 12
SE-223 62 Lund, SWEDEN
Email: ulrik.martensson@nateko.lu.se

2. Meetings
Since 2010, the commission chair Mahmoud
Ashour directs the five-year project “Sand
accumulations in Egypt” commission
member Nabil Embabi is principle
investigator, the commission members
George Brook and Olaf Bubenzer act as
foreign experts and are part of the research
team. Unfortunately, due to the actual
political situation, no joint meetings or field
trips could be conducted in 2013 and 2014.
From April 1-4, 2013, the commission chair
M. Ashour attended the International
Geographical Symposium (Geography and
Global Changes) at the Teba University,
Saudi Arabia.
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In December 2013, the commission chair
M. Ashour undertook an excursion to the
Red Sea coast of Egypt together with a
group of Egyptian conservationists.
From March 14-26, the commission chair
M. Ashour participated in the “In the foot of
the Prince Kamal Expedition, 1923”.
Geological, geomorphological,
archaeological, and geoarchaeological
topics were discussed, and M. Ashour
presented a lecture on “Geomorphological
observations in the SW-corner of Egypt”.

Turfanica, the commission member O.
Bubenzer conducted geoarchaeological
research along the Silk Road in Turfan,
Province Xinjiang, China.


Since 2013 the commission member O.
Bubenzer is principal investigator
(together with R. Kuper and H. Leisen,
Cologne) of the research project “Wadi
Sura”, which is financed by the German
Research Foundation (DFG). It aims at
a systematic documentation of a rock
shelter in the Egyptian Western Desert
and its rock paintings including their
preservation status. The second focus of
the project is the landscape archaeology
of the Wadi Sura micro-region, which
aims at integrating the rock shelter and
its imagery into the archaeological
context displayed in the distribution,
dating, and function of prehistoric sites
in the Wadi Sura area



Since 2014 the commission member G.
Brook leads the project “Doctoral
Dissertation Research: High-resolution,
late Quaternary climate and vegetation
record
for
the
American
Midwest: Isotope and pollen evidence
from stalagmites and flowstone in three
caves. (with Pete Akers, funded by the
National Science Foundation).



Since 2013, funded by the German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD),
the Universities Cairo and Cologne
started a new Master study course
"Environmental Archaeology" at the
Cairo
University
(Scientific
management from the German side:
commission member O. Bubenzer).
Meanwhile, eight students started this
master course which include, for
example, courses in archaeology,
archaeobotany,
archaeozoology,
geography, and environmental sciences.



In 2014, the commission member O.
Bubenzer
conducted
further
geoarchaeological research within the
project A1 "Out of Africa - Late

In April 2014, the commission chair M.
Ashour undertook a field trip to the Siwa
Oasis, Egypt, and the northern fringe of the
Great Sand Sea where he did surveys,
sample collections and geomorphological
mappings.
From August 16-18, 2014, the commission
chair M. Ashour attended the 6th
International Symposium of Geography at
the Spiru Haret University, Bucharest,
Romania.

3. Networking


In 2013 and 2014, the project “Sand
Accumulations in Egypt” (since 2010,
directed by the commission chair
Mahmoud Ashour and the commission
member N. Embabi and under
participation of the commission
members G. Brook and O. Bubenzer)
was ongoing.



In 2013 Olaf Bubenzer conducted
geoarchaeological research within the
long-term project A1 "Out of Africa Late
Pleistocene
Rock
Shelter
Stratigraphies and Palaeoenvironments
in Northeastern Africa" as part of the
Collaborative Research Center 806
"Our Way to Europe"



Together with colleagues of the
Universities Beijing and Heidelberg
and in cooperation with the Academia
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Pleistocene Rock Shelter Stratigraphies
and
Palaeoenvironments
in
Northeastern Africa" as part of the
Collaborative Research Center 806
"Our Way to Europe"


In 2014, financed by the Egyptian
Science and Technical Development
Fund (STDF), Dr M. Youssef, Desert
Research Center, Cairo, Egypt, stayed
for four months in the working group of
the commission member O. Bubenzer,
Cologne, Germany, and worked on the
project “An integrated approach for
water resources development, using
remote sensing, GIS and environmental
isotopes. Case study: EL Daba'a area,
Northwestern Coast, Egypt”.

4. Publications
Ashour, M. (2013). Sabkhas in Qatar
Peninsula - Landscape and Geodiversity. In:
Spiru
Haret
University,
Bucharest,
Romania, Issue 1/2013, 10-35.
Ashour, M., Albakry, N., Modagesh, A. (in
press). Using space images, GIS and field
survey to study mass movements in the
mountainous area of Al Madan and Shara in
Yemen. Bulletin of the Egyptian
Geographical Society.
Brook, G.A., Franco, N.V., Povazsan, G.,
Benedetto, C. (2014). New evidence of
climate change in southern Patagonia from
cave deposits in Santa Cruz Province,
Argentina.
Argentina
Subterránea
(Publicación semestral de la Federación
Argentina de Espeleología – FadE) 35, 5-8.
Brook, G.A., Franco, N.V., Ambrústolo, P.,
Mancini, M.V., Wang, L. and Fernandez, P.
(2014). Evidence of the earliest humans in
the Southern Deseado Massif (Patagonia,
Argentina), Mylodontidae, and changes in
wáter availability. Quaternary International
(in press but available online).
Brook, G.A., Cherkinsky, A., Marais, E.
and Todd, N. (2014). Rare Elephant Molar
(Loxodonta africana zulu) from the
Windhoek Spring Deposit, Namibia.
Transactions of the Royal Society of South
Africa (in press).

Bubenzer, O., Bolten, A. (2013). Top
down: new satellite data and ground truth
data as base for a reconstruction of ancient
caravan routes – examples from the Western
Desert of Egypt. In: Förster, F., Riemer, H.
(eds.). Desert Road Archaeology, pp. 61-75.
Donner, M., Ashour, M., Embabi, N. (in
press). The Quaternary history of the
Western Desert of Egypt as recorded in Abu
El Egl Playa. Bull. Of the Egyptian
Geographical Society.
Forbriger, M., Höfle, B., Schittek, K.,
Bubenzer, O. (2012). High-resolution
Terrestrial Laser Scanning (TLS) on cushion
petlands – a case study from the Perivian
Andes. Geophysical Research Abstracts 14,
EGU2012: 11485.
Fricke, K., Bubenzer, O. (2012). Modelling
the effects of climate and land use changes
on the hydrological system of Urumqi,
Northwest China. Geophysical Research
Abstracts 14, EGU2012: 9282.
Hoffmeister, D., Zellmann, S., Kindermann,
K., Pastoors, A., Lang, U., Bubenzer, O.,
Weniger, G.C., Bareth, G. (2014).
Geoarchaeological site documentation and
analysis of 3D data derived by terrestrial
laser scanning. - ISPRS Annals of the
Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and
Spatial Information Sciences, Volume II-5:
173-179.
Iannone, G., Awe, J., Chase, A.F., Chase,
D.Z. Conolly, J., Moyes, H., Brook, G.A.,
Polk, J., Webster, J. (2014). An
archaeological consideration of long-term
socio-environmental dynamics on the Vaca
Plateau, Belize. Ch. 13 in “The Great Maya
Droughts in Cultural Context” (ed. Gyles
Iannone). University of Colorado Press,
Boulder (March 2014), pp. 271-300.
Kindermann, K., Bubenzer, O., Van Peer,
P. (2013). Geo-archaeological research on
the Late Pleistocene of the Egyptian Eastern
Desert – recent threats to the Sodmein Cave.
Antiquity 377: project galley.
Löw, F., Navratil, P., Kotte, K., Schöler,
H.F., Bubenzer, O. (2013). Remote sensing
based monitoring of landscape change in the
desiccated seabed of the Aral Sea – a
growing source for dust storms in Middle
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Asia. Environmental Monitoring and
Assessment 185, 10: 8303-8319
Railsback, L.B., Xiao, H., Liang, F., Akers,
P.D., Brook, G.A., Dennis, W.M., Lanier,
T.E., Tan, M., Cheng, H., and Edwards, R.L.
(2014). A stalagmite record of abrupt
climate change and possible Westerliesderived atmospheric precipitation during the
Penultimate Glacial Maximum in northern
China.
Palaeogeography,
Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology 393, 3044.
Yousif, M., Bubenzer, O. (2012). Perched
Groundwater at the Northwestern Coast of
Egypt. A Case Study of Fuka Basin.
– Applied Water Science (2012) 2: 15-28.
Yousif, M., Bubenzer, O. (2013).
Integrated remote sensing and GIS for
surface water development. Case study: Ras
El Hekma area, northwestern coast of Egypt.
Arabian Journal of Geosciences, 6: 12951306.
Yousif, M., Bubenzer, O. (2013). An
integrated approach for groundwater
assessment at the Northwestern Coast of
Egypt (Ras El Hekma area): case study.
Environmental Earth Sciences, 69,7: 22272246.
Conference Presentations (in chronological
order)
Bubenzer, O. and Bolten, A. 2013.
Detecting ancient caravan routes from
satellite imagery and field observations,
Egypt. Conferences on Digital Archaeology,
Heidelberg Nov. 7-9.
Akers, P., Brook, G.A. and Liang F. 2014.
A 5300-yr stalagmite paleoclimate record
from Macal Chasm, Belize. Annual Meeting
of the Association of American Geographers
(AAG), Tampa, FL, April 8-12 (presented
by Akers).
Henselowsky,
F.,
Bubenzer,
O.,
Kindermann, K., Kehl, M. 2014. The
Potential of Micromorphology in Hyperarid
Environments: Unique Cave Sediments of
the Archaeological Site Sodmein Cave,
Egypt. AK Geoarchäologie, Aachen, 29.31.05.2014.
Scott, L., Avery, M., Bamford, M., Berna,
F., Brink, J., Brook, G., Chazan, M., Ecker,

M., Fernandez-Jalvo, Y., Goldberg, P., LeeThorp, J., Rossouw, L., Thackeray, F., and
Horowitz, L. 2014. The Late Pleistocene and
Holocene palaeoenvironmental context of
Wonderwerk Cave in the southern Kalahari,
South Africa. Geophysical Research
Abstracts Vol. 16, EGU2014-8166, 2014.
Annual EGU meeting, Vienna, Austria, Apr.
27-May 2 (Presented by Scott).
Marais, E. and Brook, G.A. 2014.
Hemlines, Butter and Stockmarkets Isotopes as Precipitation Indices in Hyrax
Deposits. From Past to Present: Changing
Climates, Ecosystems and Environments of
Arid Southern Africa - a tribute to Louis
Scott, Bloemfontein, South Africa, July 711. (Presented by Marais).
Akers, P., Brook, G.A., Liang, F., Wang,
X., Auler, A.S., Railsback, L.B., Cheng, H.,
Edwards, R.L. and Benedetto, C. 2014. A
48,000-year record of climate change in
west-central Argentina from stalagmites in
Caverna de las Brujas, Mendoza Province.
Scientific Programme and Abstracts, ‘KR7
Down Under’, 7th International Conference,
Climate Change: The Karst Record, p. 20.
Melbourne, Australia, Sept. 29-Oct. 3
(Presented by Akers).
Mächtle, B., Hecht, S., Li, C.-S., Li, X., Li,
Y., Schukraft, G., Bubenzer, O. 2014. Late
Quaternary palaeoenvironmental dynamics
in the arid Turpan basin, NW-China. – AK
Geomorphologie, Kiel, 02.-04. Oct. 2014.
Meyer, S., Bödeker, O., Vogelsang, R.,
Bubenzer, O. 2014. Geomorphological
processes and preservation of archaeological
remains in the rock shelter Mochena
Borago, Ethiopia. . – AK Geomorphologie,
Kiel, 02.-04.Oct. 2014.
Voarintsoa, N.R.G., Railsback, L.B., Liang,
F., Brook, G.A., Cheng, H. and Edwards,
R.L. 2014. Control of solar radiation over
climate variability in southern Africa:
isotopic and petrographic evidence from
Namibia and Botswana stalagmites. Annual
Meeting of the Geological Society of
America, Vancouver, BC, Canada, Oct. 1922. GSA Abstracts with Programs Vol. 46,
No. 6 (Poster presented by Voarintsoa).
Franco, N.V., Brook, G.A., Stern, C.,
Cirigliano, N. and Vetrisano, L. 2014.
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Disponibilidad de obsidiana en el centro de
la estepa patagónica: un caso de estudio
entre el sur del Macizo del Deseado y la
cuenca del río Chico. IX Conference of
Archaeology of Patagonia, Coyhaique,
Chile, 20-25 October 2014 (Poster presented
by Franco).
Franco, N.V., Mancini, M.V., Brook, G.A.
and Vetrisano, L. 2014. Environmental and
Cultural Changes in Southern Continental
Patagonia: The Chico and Santa Cruz River
Basins. 4th Southern Deserts Conference,
Mendoza, Argentina, Nov. 10-14 (presented
by Franco).
Brook, G.A. 2014. Late PleistoceneHolocene sedimentation history of Lake
Ngami, Botswana, at the Kunyere-Nchabe
River inlet: A response to climatic

fluctuations. 69th Annual Meeting of the
Southeastern Division of the Association of
American
Geographers
(SEDAAG),
Athens, GA, Nov. 23-25.

5. Continuation
In March 2015, the commission member M.
Ashour is planning to organize a field
training
course
with
regard
to
geomorphological mapping, sampling etc. in
the Western Desert of Egypt for MA and
PhD students. Students and graduates from
other countries are invited to join this
training, financial support from the IGU is
requested.
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C12.03 Biogeography and Biodiversity
1. Membership
As steering committee members of the IGU
Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity for the period 2012-2016, the
following colleagues had been appointed:
Prof. Dr. Udo Schickhoff (Chair),
Department of Geography, University of
Hamburg,
Bundesstr. 55, 20146 Hamburg, Germany
Email: schickhoff@geowiss.unihamburg.de
Prof. Dr. Kazuharu Mizuno (Vice-Chair),
Graduate School of Asian and African Area
Studies, Kyoto University, Japan
Email: mizuno@jambo.africa.kyoto-u.ac.jp
Prof. Dr. Mark Blumler
Biological Sciences Department, SUNY
Binghamton,
Vestal Parkway East, PO Box 6000,
Binghamton, NY 13902, USA
Email: mablum@binghamton.edu
Dr. Reija Hietala
Department of Geography and Geology,
University of Turku, FI-20014 Turku,
Finland
Email: reija.hietala@utu.fi
Prof. Dr. Nagula Nagabhushanam
Department of Geography, Sri
Venkateswara University, Tirupati 517502, Andhra Pradesh, India
Email: nnbgeo@yahoo.com
Prof. Dr. Alvaro Gonzalez-Gervasio
Department of Geography, Universidad de
la Republica, Av. 18 de Julio 1968,
Montevideo, Uruguay
Email: alvarog@chasque.apc.org
Dr. Jennifer Hill

Department of Geography and
Environmental Management, School of the
Built and Natural Environment, University
of the West of England, Frenchay Campus,
Coldharbour Lane, Bristol BS16 1QY, UK
Email: jennifer.hill@uwe.ac.uk
Prof. Dr. Andrew Millington, Faculty of
Science and Engineering, Earth Sciences,
Flinders University, GPO Box 2100,
Adelaide 5001, South Australia
Email: andrew.millington@flinders.edu.au
Prof. Dr. David Taylor
Department of Geography, Museum
Building, Trinity College Dublin,
University of Dublin, Ireland
Email: taylord@tcd.ie
Dr. Alexander Wearing
Department of Geography, University of
Otago, PO Box 56, Dunedin, New Zealand
Email: aew@geography.otago.ac.nz
Dr. José Alejandro Velázquez
Department of Geography, UNAM, Mexico
Email: alexmontes2000@yahoo.com

2. Meetings
IGU Conference on
Geohazards,
Resource Sustainability and Mountain
Response to Global Change, Srinagar
(Jammu and Kashmir), India, 4th-5th
June, 2014
The IGU Conference on Geohazards,
Resource Sustainability and Mountain
Response to Global Change in Srinagar,
jointly organized by the Department of
Geography and Regional Development,
University of Kashmir, the IGU
Commission on Mountain Response to
Global Change, and the IGU Biogeography
and Biodiversity Commission, highlighted
various issues and problems associated with
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over-exploitation of natural resources and
climate change in mountain environments.
The Commission is very grateful to Dr. R.B.
Singh, Secretary General of the National
Association of Geographers, India, and
Vice-President of the IGU for the tasks he
undertook co-organizing and advising this
conference. The Commission also expresses
sincere thanks to the local organizing
committee including the Patron Prof. Talat
Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor, University of
Kashmir, the Convener Prof. Tasawoor A.
Kanth, UGC-SAP Coordinator, Department
of Geography and Regional Development
University of Kashmir, and the Organizing
Secretary Prof. M. Sultan Bhat, Head of the
Department of Geography and Regional
Development, University of Kashmir.
Thrust Areas of the Conference
The over-exploitation of some of the
important earth resources like land and
water has led to a number of environment
related problems world over. At the same
time, the natural and anthropogenic
activities have led to increase of geohazards
around the globe, with the result that the
sustainability of different earth resources is
threatened. In this context, the relevance of
geohazards and sustainability of earth
resources for human survival has become a
major international issue as scientific
evidence builds on the global health
implications of resource loss. This issue is
closely linked with the issue of climate
change and risks due to climate change are
associated with fast degradation of mountain
environment which are the main source of
different resources like glaciers, water,
forests, soil, medicinal plants, etc. Holistic
natural resource based spatio-temporal
planning, development and management is
essential to save the degraded ecosystem for
sustainable resource management. The
conference aimed to highlight the various
environmental problems associated with
development and changing climatic
scenarios. The problem of climate change
and ensuing transformations that are to
manifest in various sectors of human life on
the earth is an important area where the geo-

spatial tools can play a vital role.
Environmental perspectives and the
scientific approaches including modern
technologies are bringing spatial solutions to
environmental and societal problems.
Different geo-spatial tools like Remote
Sensing, GIS and GPS help in assessing the
results of various environmental problems
both physical and social. This conference
welcomed all geographers, scientists,
hydrologists, academicians, researchers,
technologists, environmentalists, engineers,
planners, policy makers, social workers,
research students and other interested
professionals from geography and its allied
fields to share their research experiences.
Focal Theme
Geohazards, Resource Sustainability and
Mountain Response to Global Change
Special Session on
Geohazards & Disaster Risk Reduction
Sub Themes
 Sustainable
Natural
Resource
Management
 Biogeography and Land Information
System
 Land Use and Land Cover Change
 Global Climate Change and Extremes
 Disaster Management and Planning
 Environment and Health
 Sustainable Tourism Development
 ‘Population-DevelopmentEnvironment’ Interface
 Integration of Remote Sensing, GIS and
GPS for Geospatial Applications
The academic sessions consisted of
invited/plenary talks and contributed paper
presentations. The above paper sessions
attracted much interest among the attendees
of the Srinagar Conference and yielded
productive discussions, contributing to an
overall
stimulating
and
rewarding
symposium. National and international
scholars and local/national students took
advantage of the presence of over 250
experts from diverse disciplines belonging
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to various reputed institutions representing
Poland, Hungary, Germany, Japan,
Tajikistan, Romania and Cameroon and
different parts of India.
IGU
REGIONAL
CONFERENCE
Krakow, Poland, August 18-22, 2014
The IGU Krakow Regional Conference
2014, organized under the honorary
patronage of the President of the Republic of
Poland, Bronisław Komorowski, had been
prepared by the consortium of eight Polish
geographical institutions, coordinated by the
Polish Geographical Society. The local
organizing committee had been constituted
by the Institute of Geography and Spatial
Management,
Jagiellonian
University
Krakow, together with the Jagiellonian
University Department of Communications
and Marketing - Conferences.
The main theme of the conference was
Changes,
Challenges,
Responsibility.
Modern geography faces significant
challenges focusing on the recognition of
and response to contemporary changes in the
environment, society and economy. All this
calls for our responsibility. The conference
aimed to create a forum at which these issues
can be addressed. It was open to all
geographers across the spectrum who
specialize in all fields of the discipline. The
conference was intended to be an event
contributing to efforts undertaken, for
example, by ICSU/ISSC Future Earth, and
aimed at defining pathways towards
sustainability and responding effectively to
the risks and opportunities of global
environmental change.
The participants of the Conference also
enjoyed visiting other parts of Poland and its
vicinity by joining pre- or post-congress
excursions. These were arranged by the
Local Organizing Committee and several
universities and other scientific institutions
in Poland, including the Polish Academy of
Sciences.

Activities of the Biogeography and
Biodiversity Commission at the Krakow
Regional Conference
At the Krakow Regional Conference, the
Commission conducted a business meeting
as well as the following sessions within the
technical session series:
C12.03 Climate Change and Dynamics of
Mountain Ecosystems 1
Chair(s): Udo Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.),
Suraj Mal (Delhi Univ.)
N. Schwab, U. Schickhoff, J. Böhner, T.
Scholten, R.P. Chaudhary, B. Bürzle, L.
Gerlitz, M. Müller, E. Schenk
TREELINE: Detecting the response of a
Himalayan near-natural treeline ecotone to
climate change
M. Müller, S. Drollinger, T. Scholten
Soil properties and nutrient cycling in the
alpine treeline ecotone of Rolwaling Himal,
Nepal
S. Mal, R.B. Singh, U. Schickhoff
Climate change impacts on glaciers and
glacial lakes in the Nanda Devi Biosphere
Reserve, Indian Himalaya
D. Ganiushkin, K. Chistyakov
Climatic cyclicity and dynamics of the
glacio-nival systems of central part of AltaySayan mountain system
C12.03 Climate Change and Dynamics of
Mountain Ecosystems 2
Chair(s): K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.), T. Fujita
(Kyoto Univ.)
K. Mizuno, T. Fujita
Duration from glacial disappearance,
altitude, and land surface sediments in
relation to vegetation distribution in the
Bolivia Andes
T. Johansson
Effects of global change on integrated pest
management in East African Mountains
M. Drielsma, G. Manion, K. Williams, J.
Love, S. Taylor
Modelling
climate-induced
emergent
patterns of biodiversity at biogeographic
scales to inform conservation in southeastern Australia
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C12.03 Biogeographical Distributions,
Gradients, Disturbances: The Indian
Subcontinent in Focus
Chair(s): R.B. Singh (Delhi Univ.), U.
Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.)
M. Pathak Agrobiodiversity in floodplain
farming: Some consideration with a part of
the Ganga River floodplain
R. Mukherjee
The changing pattern of aridity and its
implication
on
the spatio-temporal
variability of vegetation vigor: A case study
in Rajasthan
D.S. Chauhan
Geo-environmental study of the natural
vegetation in Rajasthan: A special reference
of Shekawati Region, Rajasthan, India
C12.03 Linking Biogeography and
Society 1
Chair(s): K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.), U.
Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.)
K. Teshirogi
Distributions of woody plants and its
relation to the day-trip herding of goats in
north-western Namibia
C. Egbinola, A. Amanambu
Impact of charcoal production on tree
species diversity in Ibarapa East local
government, Oyo State, Nigeria
V.P. Meena
Biodiversity conservation in Indira Gandhi
Canal Project Area, Thar Desert, India
A.Tishkov, E. Belonovskaya
The actual biogeography of the European
Russia as a result of the climatic impact’s
and landuse’s synergy
C12.03 Linking Biogeography and
Society 2
Chair(s): K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.), U.
Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.)
M. Ziulkiewicz, J. Zelazna-Wieczorek
Geographic conditions of the trophic status
of springs at a small spatial scale based on
the quantitative analysis of diatom
communities

D. Czamanski, M. Toger
The evolution of the open space network in
Haifa
M. Rechcinski, A. Pietrzyk-Kaszynska, W.
Krol, M. Grodzinska-Jurczak, J. Cent, A.
Olszanka, B. Peek, P. Matczak, K. Maczka
Identifying Natura 2000 sites with diverse
ecosystem services and social conditions:
How to link socio-economic and ecological
data of different spatial scope?
The above paper sessions attracted much
interest among the attendees of the Krakow
Regional Conference and yielded productive
discussions, contributing to an overall
stimulating and rewarding meeting. The
sessions of our Commission had been
integrated into a remarkable program of
plenary sessions, technical sessions, poster
sessions,
meetings
and
seminars,
exhibitions, and field trips. Framing the
scientific program by colourful inaugural
and closing ceremonies, shows, and social
events, the local organizing committee did a
great job in making the Krakow Conference
a successful, memorable and rewarding
event.

3. Networking
In the 2013-14 period, the Commission on
Biogeography and Biodiversity continued to
cooperate with other IGU Commissions as
well as with other international groups and
scientific bodies. For instance, the
Commission’s meeting 2013 in Rohtak,
Haryana, India (International Conference on
Land Use Change, Biodiversity and
Sustainable Resource Management), was
jointly organized by the Department of
Geography, Maharshi Dayanand University,
Rohtak, the IGU Commission on
Biogeography and Biodiversity, and the
IGU Commission on Land Use and Land
Cover Change. The Commission’s annual
meeting 2014 in Srinagar, Jammu &
Kashmir, India, June 4-5, was jointly
organized by the Department of Geography
and Regional Development, University of
Kashmir, the IGU Commission on Mountain
Response to Global Change, and the IGU
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Biogeography
and
Biodiversity
Commission. Moreover, the organisation of
these conferences and other previous
meetings is facilitated by close institutional
ties to other scientific bodies.

4. Publications
4.1. The
SAGE
Biogeography

Handbook

of

The long awaited ‘The SAGE Handbook of
Biogeography’, edited by the former
Chairman of our Commission, Prof. Andrew
C.
Millington
(Adelaide),
Steering
Committee Member Prof. Mark A. Blumler
(New York), and the current Chairman,
Prof. Udo Schickhoff (Hamburg) was
published in late 2011. This retrospective
and prospective overview of the discipline
of Biogeography is the final result of longterm Commission activities that can be
traced back to Commission meetings in
Armenia (2000) and New York City (2001)
where the idea of this handbook was
generated. The editors expect that it will be
considered an important contribution to the
field of Biogeography.
The SAGE Handbook of Biogeography is a
manual for scoping the past, present and
future of biogeography that enable readers to
consider, where relevant, how similar
biogeographical issues are tackled by
researchers in different 'schools'. In line with
the concept of all SAGE Handbooks, this is
a retrospective and prospective overview of
biogeography that will:
- consider
the
main
areas
of
biogeography
researched
by
geographers
- detail a global perspective by
incorporating the work of different
schools of biogeographers
- explore the divergent evolution of
biogeography as a discipline and
consider how this diversity can be
harnessed

-

examine the interdisciplinary debates
that biogeographers are, and are not,
contributing to within geography and
within the biological sciences.

Aimed at an international audience of
research students, academics, researchers
and practitioners in biogeography, the text
will attract interest from environmental
scientists, ecologists and biologists and
geographers alike.
4.2. Proceedings of
Congress 2011

the

Kozhikode

Papers presented during Commissions 2011
annual meeting, the 3rd International
Geography Congress in Kozhikode, Kerala,
India, 06-08 May 2011, had been classified
thematically into various sections and
published in 2013 in a comprehensive
proceedings volume. The volume contains
numerous papers grouped into the following
sections:
 Natural
hazards/disasters
and
environmental challenges
 Impact of deforestation on hydrological
processes
 Impact of anthropogenic activities and
climatic changes on biodiversity
 Geomorphology and natural resource
management
 Geoinformatics: technology - society
interface
 Impact of population explosion and
urbanisation on land use and cover
change
 Environmental pollution and quality of
life (water, land, air)
 Geopolitical economy of development
and globalisation
 Tourism-impacts, implications and
alternatives
 Recent
challenges
for
ethnic
communities, refugees and war victims
 Spatial
infrastructure,
alternative
planning and management perspectives
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The bibliographic reference is as follows:
Nandeshwar, M.D., Jayakumar, K.V.,
Gopinath, G. & Ambili, G.K. (eds.)(2013):
Sustainable Natural Resources Management
Under Changing Climatic Scenarios.
Proceedings of the Third International
Geography Congress. Allied Publ., Delhi.
4.3. Proceedings
of
Conference 2013

the

Rohtak

Papers presented during the IGU Rohtak
Conference were published in two
proceedings volumes in 2014. The book
chapters have the following focus: The overexploitation of important earth resources
such as land and water has led to a number
of environment-related problems the world
over. At the same time, land-use change
caused by various human activities has led
to extinction of many plant and animal
habitats and species. In this context, the
relevance of biodiversity for human survival
is becoming a major international political
issue as scientific evidence builds on the
global health implications of biodiversity
loss. These issues are closely linked with the
issue of climate change, as many of the
health risks due to climate change are
associated with rapid degradation of
biodiversity. This present work focuses on
holistic natural resource-based spatiotemporal planning, development, and
management and considers them as essential
to save the degraded ecosystem for
sustainable
resource
management.
Contributions are compiled in two volumes:
1. Climate Change and Biodiversity, and 2.
Landscape
Ecology
and
Water
Management. Geoinformatics along with its
tools such as remote sensing and
geographical information systems (GIS)
have been used in assessing the results of
various environmental problems both
physical and social. The volume will be
useful for geographers, geoscientists,
hydrologists,
landscape
ecologists,
environmentalists, engineers, planners, and
policy makers.

The bibliographic references are as follows:
Singh, M., Singh, R.B., Hassan, M.I.
(eds.)(2014):
Climate
Change
and
Biodiversity. Proceedings of IGU Rohtak
Conference, Vol. 1. Springer, Tokyo.
Singh, M., Singh, R.B., Hassan, M.I.
(eds.)(2014): Landscape Ecology and Water
Management. Proceedings of IGU Rohtak
Conference, Vol. 2. Springer, Tokyo.
4.4. Miscellaneous
In the report period 2013-14 the
Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity produced comprehensive
newsletters each year (about 30-40 pp. each)
which have been distributed to the IGU
community through the respective channels.
A new website of the Commission on
Biogeography and Biodiversity has been
constructed and is now accessible under
http://www.geo.uni-hamburg.de/igeogr/biogeographie/igu/index.html.

5. Continuation
The IGU Commission on Biogeography and
Biodiversity does want to continue its
successful work during the period 20122016. The Commission did not feel the need
to change its name since the current name is
short, most appropriate, and of pronounced
recognition value.
One of the prime objectives of the
Commission’s work is to promote
biogeographical teaching, research and
scholarship and to contribute to the
development of biogeography as an
important discipline. The Commission
meetings address various aspects of spatial,
ecological and historical biogeography, and
emphasize the societal relevance of
biogeography. The themes of Commission
meetings are rather integrative themes,
encompassing
nature
and
culture,
encompassing both ecological and socio317
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economic aspects of biogeography,
indicating a distinct enthusiasm for
interdisciplinary topics such as land use and
land cover change, people, resources and
sustainable development, political ecology
or livelihood enhancement of local people.
The Commission is an active advocate of the
unity of geography, and fully endorses
efforts into a holistic view of emerging
research problems - at the same time a
distinguishing mark of research programmes
that are currently conducted by leading
Commission members.
A special focus of the Commission’s work is
promoting Biogeography in developing
countries where it often is a thriving
discipline. Recently, numerous studies on
patterns of biodiversity, implications of
global climate change, remote sensing of
ecosystem
properties,
conservation
biogeography, and other biogeographical
aspects have been published by scientists
from
developing
countries.
The
Commission seeks to support this
development by conducting annual meetings
preferably in developing countries and, in
general, by contributing to establish modern
Biogeography in various parts of the globe
as a discipline with important applications to
critical problems of global change.
Objectives for 2012-2016
1.

To continue to explore and exploit the
diversity of biogeography as a
discipline within Geography, Biology
and
allied
disciplines,
thereby
promoting biogeographical teaching,
research and scholarship

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

To organise fora for presentation and
discussion (i) within the IGU structures
(Regional Conference Krakow 2014,
Moscow 2016, IGC Beijing 2016), (ii)
by group meetings with national
geographical bodies, and (iii) to
promote biogeographical research and
scholarship by geographers within other
international organisations such as the
International Biogeography Society
(IBS), the International Association for
Vegetation Science (IAVS), and other
ICSU/IUBS organisations
Using our full members we will
organise joint meetings with the
biogeography groups in India, Japan,
USA, and Germany in the next years.
The Commission intends to have
another conference in India in May
2015, we are currently prearranging
venue and date. Respective information
will be circulated within a short time.
Using our experiences of biogeography
in developing countries, we will
continue to hold joint meetings in those
countries
to
further
promote
biogeography as an important discipline
We will continue to publish
proceedings of our meetings wherever
possible
We continue to develop our newsletter
as the main source of information, to be
located on the Commission’s new
website containing information on its
structure and activities, as well as on
new publications and other relevant
news in our field.
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C12.04 Climatology
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair:
Zbigniew Ustrnul
Department of Climatology, Institute of
Geography and Spatial Management,
Jagiellonian University, Gronostajowa 7,
30-387 Krakow, Poland
E-mail: zbigniew.ustrnul@uj.edu.pl
Secretary:
Kristina Blennow
S. Swedish Forest Research Centre,
Swedish Univ. of Agric. Sciences,
P.O. Box 49, SE-230 53 Alnarp, Sweden
E-mail: Kristina.Blennow@ess.slu.se
Arieh Bitan
Department of Geography, Tel Aviv
University, P.O. Box 39040, 69978
Tel Aviv, Israel
E-mail: bitana@post.tau.ac.il
Latifa Henia
Faculté des Sciences Humaines et Sociales,
Université de Tunis 94,
bd du 9 avril 1938, 1007 Tunis, Tunisie
E-mail: latifa.henia@fshst.rnu.tn
Jun Matsumoto
Department of Geography, Tokyo
Metropolitan University, Minami-Ohsawa
1-1, Hachioji-shi, 192-0397 Tokyo, Japan
E-mail: jun@center.tmu.ac.jp
Francisco Mendonça
Federal University of Paraná, Dep
Geografia Centro Politecnico, Jd. Américas
81531-970 Curitiba Brasil
E-mail: chico@ufpr.br

Ana Monteiro
Department of Geography, Porto
University, Via Panorâmica s/nº, , 4150
Porto, Portugal
E-mail: anamt@letras.up.pt
Roger S. Pulwarty
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and University of Colorado,
Climate Diagnostics Centre,
325 Broadway, R/CDC1, Boulder Colorado
80305, USA
E-mail: roger.pulwarty@noaa.gov
Nigel Tapper
Department of Geography and
Environmental Science, Monash
University, Victoria, Australia
E-mail: nigel.tapper@arts.monash.edu.au
Elena Voskresenskaya
Marine Hydrophysical Institute, 2
Kapitanskaya St., 99011 Sevastopol,
Ukraine
E-mail: elena_voskr@mail.ru
Alain A. Viau
Département des sciences géomatiques,
Faculté de foresterie et de géomatique,
Pavillon Louis, Jacques-Casault, local
3731, Québec (Québec) G1K 7P4, Canada
E-mail: alain.viau@scg.ulaval.ca
Since August 2014:
Chair:
Zbigniew Ustrnul
Secretary (administrative member):
Agnieszka Wypych
Department of Climatology, Institute of
Geography and Spatial Management,
Jagiellonian University,
Gronostajowa 7, 30-387 Krakow, Poland
E-mail: agnieszka.wypych@uj.edu.pl
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Hadas Saaroni (new member)
Department of Geography, Tel Aviv
University, P.O.B 39040, Ramat Aviv,
69978 Tel Aviv, Israel
E-mail: Saaroni@post.tau.ac.il
Barbaros Gönençgil (new member)
Department of Geography, Istanbul
University
Ordu Cad. No: 196, 34459 Fatih – İstanbul,
Turkey
E-mail: barbaros@istanbul.edu.tr
Latifa Henia
Jun Matsumoto
Francisco Mendonça
Roger S. Pulwarty
Nigel Tapper
Elena Voskresenskaya
Alain A. Viau
1.2. Corresponding Members
The number of commission members in
total and by country as of 1 December
2014
TOTAL: 11 members in the Steering
Committee
One in each of the following countries:
Poland, Sweden, Israel, Tunisia, Japan,
Brazil, Portugal, USA, Australia, Ukraine,
Canada (since August 2014: Israel, Tunisia,
Turkey, Japan, Brazil, Portugal, USA,
Australia, Ukraine, Canada and Poland –
exceptionally 2 people for administrative
purposes – CoC Secretariat)
HONORARY MEMBERS:
S. Gregory (U. K.), M. Yoshino (Japan), M.
Domroes (Germany) and L. Nkemdirim
(Canada)
SENIOR MEMBERS:
A. Douguédroit (France), R. Brazdil (Czech
Republic), T. Mikami (Japan), A. Bitan
(Israel – since August 2014).

Newsletters have been delivered to hundreds
of climatologists by a mailing list
(CLIMLIST) however it was decided to
complete the list of corresponding members
(everyone interested in cooperating in the
frame of Commission). The data has still
being collected and prepared.

2. Meetings
Commission on Climatology has been
operating for international research
cooperation and studies on the field of
climatology. It promotes individual and
group research work, encourage the
exchange of relevant documents and
information. The main stream of activities in
2013-2014 period was, on the point, focused
on scientific information exchange. Internet
has become the principal medium, due to
which the cooperating members were able to
share the results of leading-edge research.
2.1. IGU Regional Conference, Krakow,
Poland, 18-22 August, 2014
The CoC organized 9 Sessions with 16
timeslots covering the topics:
- Climate change and variability in
different spatial and temporal scales
- Weather and climate extremes
- Historical climatology
- Polar and mountain climates
- Urban climates
- Atmospheric circulation in different
scales
- GIS and remote sensing in atmospheric
sciences
- Climate modelling and scenarios
- Climate
change
impacts
and
vulnerability
During the sessions 72 presentations were
given by scientists from different countries,
representing Europe, Asia, North and South
America, Australia and Oceania. Also 62
posters were presented. The total number of
session participants is difficult to estimate.
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Steering Committee meeting – Krakow,
Poland, 19.08.2014
During the IGU Regional Conference
Steering Committee meeting took place. It
was attended by 5 full members as well as 5
observers. The general theme of the meeting
were the Commission activities planned for
2015 and 2016 (e.g. IGU Regional
Conference in Moscow and the Congress in
China). The decisions and suggestions have
also been made concerning new SC
Members, also from China.
The general themes of the meeting were:


the Commission current organizational
details (membership, etc.)

The Commission does not have any
particular member-list. It has been working
with the steering committee as the only
Commission <Body> however lots of
climatologists and environmental as well as
urban and human studies scientists are
cooperating. The list of corresponding
members
(everyone
interested
in
cooperating in the frame of Commission)
has been completing via CLIMLIST mailing
group. It was also decided that Commission
needs representatives from Africa and also
precisely from China. Africa being a
developing region is an important research
scope (climatic change issues due to
inhabitance, agriculture – famine, water
resources,
industry,
etc.),
Chinese
brainpower seems to be more and more
influential and also well financed (numbers
of research groups, publications, editorial
boards members, scientific journals, etc.).
As 2 of present SC full members reached the
12 years term of office new people were
proposed and accepted: prof. Hadas Saaroni,
Israel (replacing Arieh Bitan), prof.
Barbaros Gönençgil, Turkey (replacing
Kristina Blennow). Dr Agnieszka Wypych,
Poland was accepted to join the Steering
Committee from administrative purposes
(on the position of the Commission
Secretary). The updated list of CoC SC
Members is enclosed.



activities planned for 2014-2015: a)
mid-year activities, b) conferences, c)
publications

a) It was noted that due to many obligations
mid-year CoC activities leave much to be
desired; however, climatology is the basis
also for other commissions so there is a point
in collaboration, CoC could to contribute to
the work of other commissions, b) Moscow
Regional Conference 2015 – Elena
Voskresenskaya (the CoC SC member) was
asked to find a person responsible for
climatology sessions, c) after Cologne
Congress there was planned to publish a
book of climate change and variability in
different spatial and temporal scales but it
hasn’t been so the publication is still
intended. The topic will focus more on
global and regional climate extremes. Also
special issues of IDŐJÁRÁS (Hungarian
journal from ISI list).
2.2. XI – SBCG / Brazilian Climatology
Symposium (under the auspices of
IGU – Commission on Climatology)
Climate change and variability: state of
the art and perspectives for interactionnature society: Curitiba / Brazil – 14 to
17/10/2014
Topics:
 Theoretical
and
methodological
advances in the study of climate
 Qualitative and quantitative modeling
in climatology
 Risks, vulnerabilities and resilience
associated with climate
 Applied Climatology: urban climate,
agroclimatology, health, etc.
 Climatology and teaching
 Tropical climatology
2.3. Future Meetings
IGU Regional Conference
2015 IGU Regional Conference which will
be held in Moscow, 7-21 August, 2015. The
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list of Climatological Sessions is still being
discussed. The most important topics cover:
- Climate change, variability, impacts
and vulnerability – different scales
- Weather and climate extremes
- Urban climates

3. Publications
3.1. Newsletters
NEWSLETTER 17 (May 2014)
NEWSLETTER 18 (November 2014)

It was decided that the best way for
disseminating
information
was
the
electronic one, even in developing countries
where, if colleagues do not own private
computers, all the universities have a
website. Hard copy mailing was stopped.
The existing lists as CLIMLIST is used to
send around the Newsletters. We can be sure
that the CoC Newsletters are provided to a
great number of geography climatologists.
3.2. Commission website
http://www.klimat.geo.uj.edu.pl/CoC.htm
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C12.05 Coastal Systems
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair:
Prof. Edward J. Anthony
Aix--‐Marseille Université,
CEREGE, UMR 34, Europôle
Méditerranéen de l’Arbois,
13545 Aix en Provence Cedex 4,
France
anthony@cerege.fr
Past Chair:
Prof. Douglas J. Sherman
School of Geosciences,
Department of Geography,
Texas A & M University
College Station, Texas
U.S.A.
sherman@geog.tamu.edu
Vice--‐Chair:
Prof. Colin Woodroffe
School of Earth and Environmental
Sciences, University of Wollongong,
Wollongong, NSW 2522
Australia.
colin@uow.edu.au
Secretary, Editor of Newsletter:
Prof. Norbert P. Psuty,
74 Magruder Road, Institute of Marine and
Coastal Sciences, Rutgers University,
Highlands, NJ 07732,
U.S.A.
psuty@marine.rutgers.edu
Members
Dr. Troel Aagaard
Associate Professor, Institute of
Geography and Geology, University of
Copenhagen, DK--‐1350 Copenhagen
K, Denmark
taa@geo.ku.dk

Dr. Françoise Breton
ETC/TE Deputy‐Manager
European Topic Centre Terrestrial
Environment, Universitat Autonoma de
Barcelona, Edifici C-Torre C5, 4a planta,
E‐08193
Bellaterra (Barcelona),
Spain.
Francoise.Breton@uab.cat
Prof. Paolo Ciavola
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra,
Università di Ferrara, Via Saragat 1,
44100 Ferrara, Italy.
cvp@unife.it
Dr. Abdel El Mrini
Abdelmalek Essaâdi University,
P.O. Box 2121, Tetouan 93000,
Morocco
aelmrini@gmail.com
Dr. David R. Green
Centre for Marine and Coastal Zone
Management, Department of Geography
and Environment, College of Physical
Sciences, University of Aberdeen, AB24
3UF, Scotland, UK
d.r.green@abdn.ac.uk
Dr Derek Jackson
Centre for Coastal and Marine Research,
School of Environmental Sciences,
University of Ulster, Cromore Road,
Coleraine, Northern Ireland BT52
1SA, UK
d.jackson@ulster.ac.uk
Dr. Antonio Henrique
Da F. Klein, Depto de
Geociências/CFH/UFSC,
Campus Universitario – Trinidade
Florianopolis, SC, Brazil CEP
88.040--‐970
klein@cfh.ufsc.br
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Dr. Raoul Laibi
Dépt de Géologie, Université d’Abomey‐
Calavi, Abomey--‐Calavi, Benin
raoulaibi@yahoo.fr

Department of Marine Geology and
Archaeology, Institute of Oceanology,
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
P.O. box 152,Varna 9000, Bulgaria
stancheva@io‐bas.bg

Dr. Jeffrey Ollerhead
Dean of Science,
Mt. Allison University, 65 York Street,
Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada
E4L 1E4
jollerhe@mta.ca

Prof. Dr. Andreas Vött
Department of Geography,
Universität zu Köln, Albertus‐Magnus‐
Platz 50923, Köln/Cologne,
Germany
andreas.voett@uni‐koeln.de

Dr. Maragrita Stancheva,
Senior Research Assistant,
1.2. Corresponding Members

Number of commission members by country on December 1, 2014
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Albania

1

Ecuador

1

Japan

5

South Africa

6

Algeria

1

Egypt

1

Korea

2

Spain

14

Argentina

5

Estonia

3

Malaysia

1

Surinam

1

Australia

12

Finland

3

Mexico

1

Sweden

2

Azerbaijan

1

80

Morocco

4

Switzerland

1

Bangladesh

2

1

New Zealand

9

Taiwan

4

Belgium

23

France
French
Polynesia
Gabon

1

Mozambique

1

Netherlands

16

Benin

3

Georgia

1

Nigeria

2

Togo

1

Brazil

17

Germany

14

Norway

2

Tunisia

1

Bulgaria

5

Greece

2

Peru

1

Turkey

4

Canada

16

Hong Kong

1

Philippines

2

1

Chile

2

India

4

Poland

3

28

China

9

Indonesia

1

Portugal

15

Ukraine
United
Kingdom
USA

Columbia
Côte
d'Ivoire
Cuba

1

Iran

1

Romania

6

Uruguay

1

3

Ireland

7

Russia

5

Vietnam

1

1

Israel

3

Senegal

1

Yugoslavia

1

Denmark

3

Italy

13

Singapore

1
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2. Meetings
2.1. IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto,
Japan, 4-9 August 2013
Coasts: Learning from the past, planning
for the future
Session conveners: Prof Msatomo Umitsu,
Prof Yongqiang Zong, Dr Toru Tamura
The session had a total of 9 presentations
that considered the lessons that can be
learned from studying how coastal
landforms, ecosystems and communities
have changed in the past. It outlined the
extent to which a better understanding of
these coastal processes can inform
assessments of future dangers and provide
guidance for more sustainable coastal
systems.
2.2. Krakow, Poland, 18-22 August 2014
Management of the coast and sea in the
Mediterranean basin and the Black Sea:
outcomes of the FP7 PEGASO project as
challenges for the 21st century
Session convener: Dr Francoise Breton

3. Networking
Several other meetings, not organized by the
CCS, acted as a forum for promoting the
activities of the CCS. These are:
-

7-12 April 2013,Vienna, Austria, EGU
8-12 April 2013, 12th ICS, University of
Plymouth, UK
27-31 August 2013, 8th IAG
Conference, paris, France
16-18 June 2013, International Coastal
Atlas Network, Victoria, BC, Canada
18-21 June 2013, COASTGIS 2013,
Victoria, BC, Canada
13-17 April 2014, 13th ICS, University
of Durban, South Africa

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters and special journal issues

Two newsletter are published a year. A
special issue of papers from the IGC
Cologne 2012 meeting was published in
October 2014, in the Journal of Coastal
Conservation, Volume 18, Issue 5. The SI is
entitled Human-altered coastal systems:
processes, monitoring and management.
It comprises the following papers:
Preface - Human-altered coastal systems:
processes, monitoring, and management
Edward J. Anthony, Norbert P. Psuty Pages
481-482
1. Confronting coastal morphodynamics
with counter-erosion engineering: the
emblematic case of Wissant Bay, Dover
Strait Mouncef Sedrati
Edward J. Anthony Pages 483-494.
2. Coastal dune development and sand
drifting management along an artificial
shoreline: the case of Dunkirk harbour,
northern France
Antoine Tresca, Marie-Hélène Ruz,
Pascal Grégoire Pages 495-504.
3. Development of new dunes in the Dutch
Delta: nature compensation and
‘building with nature’
Frank van der Meulen, Bert van der
Valk, Laurens Baars Pages 505-513.
4. Sediment budget as a driver for
sediment management at plumb beach,
New York, USA: vectors of change and
impacts
Norbert P. Psuty, Andrea Spahn, Tanya
M. Silveira… Pages 515-528.
5. The impact of storm Xynthia in 2010 on
coastal flood prevention policy in
France
Céline Chadenas, Axel Creach, Denis
Mercier Pages 529-538.
6. Storms impact on morphodynamics of
human controlled coastal features in
western France: the prevailing role of
local management practices
Jonathan Musereau, Herve Regnauld
Pages 539-550.
7. Shoreline rotation and response to
nourishment of a gravel embayed beach
using a low-cost video monitoring
technique: San Michele-Sassi Neri,
Central Italy
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8.

9.
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Mitchell D. Harley, Umberto Andriolo,
Clara Armaroli… Pages 551-565.
A GIS-based coastal monitoring and
surveillance observatory on tropical
islands exposed to climate change and
extreme events: the example of Mayotte
Island, Indian Ocean
Matthieu Jeanson, Franck Dolique,
Edward J. Anthony Pages 567-580.
Importance of decadal scale variability
in shoreline response: examples from
soft rock cliffs, East Anglian coast, UK

S. M. Brooks, T. Spencer Pages 581593.
4.2. Commission website
The Commission on Coastal Systems
website is:
http://www.igu-ccs.org/
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C12.06 Cold Region Environments
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
The IGU CRE Steering Committee reorganized in 2012 to improve flexibility and
performance and is now organized with a
Chair (Canada), a Co-chair (Argentina, and
representing Central and South America)
and Regional Co-chairs reflecting the
countries that are hosting future IGU
General Assemblies (i.e. 2015 Russia, 2016
China). As well we have established a
Secretariat in Canada.
Current Steering Committee Members are:
ARGENTINA: Dario Trombotto CRE CoChair
BELGIUM: Gunther Ghysels
CANADA: Nancy Doubleday, Chair
CHINA: Xiaoping Yang CRE Co-Chair
INDIA: Prakash Chandra Tiwari
JAPAN Norikazu Matsuoka
NORWAY: Ole Humlum

RUSSIA: Tatiana Vlassova CRE Co-Chair
UNITED KINGDOM: Marie-Jeanne Sarah
Royer
UNITED STATES: Nikolay I. Shiklomanov
IGU CRE SECRETARIAT:
Michael Pisaric CRE Secretary General and
New members have been added from India,
Belgium and USA in 2013-2014. Invitations
to consider nominations of new Steering
Committee Members have been extended.
We welcome our new member for UK in
2015. Further deliberations are in progress.
We established a Canadian Secretariat with
the addition of two honorary members in
2012 to extend our coverage of sciences and
young scientist recruitment. In this regard,
Dr. Mike Pisaric (Brock U) and Dr. Bryan
Grimwood (U Waterloo) have signed on as
Honorary Members of the CRE Steering
Committee and serve as CRE Secretary
General and Young Researcher Advisor,
respectively, and continue their work.

1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of corresponding members per country:
Argentina

7

Hungary

6

Portugal

4

Australia

2

India

2

Romania

1

Austria

1

Ireland

1

Russia

7

Bangladesh

1

Israel

1

South Africa

3

Britain

19

Italy

2

Spain

1

Canada

20

Japan

5

Sweden

9

China

3

Mongolia

1

Switzerland

19

Estonia

1

New Zealand

11

Netherlands

6

Finland

1

Norway

11

Ukraine

1

France

6

Poland

4

U.S.A.

16

Germany

37
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2. Meetings
Our commission members organized a
number of meetings and participated in
many others in 2013-2014, including:
2.1. 2013 IGC Regional Meeting Kyoto,
Japan Dates: August 4-9, 2013.
IGU CRE Session organizers and co-chairs:
T. Vlasova and N. Doubleday
1 paper session, 16 participants August 2013
Session Theme: The need for integration of
studies from different disciplines in order to
understand and affect change was
emphasized. That change is occurring is
well understood but there is frustration in the
lack of application of scientific findings in
decisions in the world that will improve
sustainability.
2.2. 2014 IGC Regional Meeting,
Krakow, Poland Dates: 18-22 August
2014.
IGU CRE Session organizers and co-chairs:
T. Vlasova and N. Doubleday 2 paper
sessions, 9 papers, 20 participants.
Theme: “Arctic integrated geographical
research and observation networks:
Changes, challenges and responsibility”
Session Abstract: The initiative to organize
this session comes from the mutual
understanding of the need to advance global
efforts for Integrating Arctic Knowledge for
assessing and managing sustainability and
resilience in the Arctic. In science, several
transdisciplinary approaches have been
developed in this respect to integrate great
achievements in such branches of
geographical science as glaciology,
hydrology, biogeography, socio-economic
and political geography, etc. There are many
challenges facing this initiative that have
very definite practical significance coming
from the fields of Environment Impact
Assessment, regional planning and the
construction of integrated socially-oriented

observation networks, as well as
environment
and
other
monitoring
networks. Integration is needed while
investigating different transdisciplinary
themes of special importance for the Arctic,
such as improving quality of life, supporting
human capital and capacities; ensuring food
and water security; planning for natural
resource development, management and
conservation; expansion of the built
infrastructure; and emerging multi-scale
political
and
economic
structures.
Nowadays these themes and emerging new
ones are given a particular urgency in the
rapidly changing Arctic where variability in
climate and the cryosphere have created new
and immediate challenges and opportunities.
This theme is nowadays of great concern in
the Arctic for different stakeholders,
including local and indigenous people with
their traditional/local knowledge and
capacities. This session is intended also to
further determine research priorities, and to
discuss a key question: Where is our own
place, as geographers, and also as
stakeholders, in the Arctic?
C12.06 Cold Region Environments Arctic
Integrated Geographical Research and
Observation Networks 1
Chairpersons: Tatiana Vlasova, Nancy
Doubleday
Papers:
Arctic
impacts
and
social-culturalecological axes of change. Nancy
Doubleday, McMaster University in
Hamilton
Geographical approaches for the integrated
Arctic socially-oriented system network
Construction. Tatiana Vlasova Institute of
Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences
and Sergey Volkov, Institute of Agricultural
Economy, Russian Academy of Agricultural
Sciences
Changing meteorological conditions in the
subarctic eastern James Bay, Canada: A case
study in combining Cree hunters’ and
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scientific
observations.
Marie-Jeanne
Royer, Department of Geography and Earth
Sciences, Aberystwyth University and
Thora
Herrmann,
Departement
de
Geographie, Universite de Montreal
The contemporary periglacial environments.
Yury Golubchikov Moscow State M. V.
Lomonosov
University
and
Mihail
Golubchikov, Institute of Geoecology,
Russian Academy of Sciences.
SE Spitsbergen landscape transformation
under climate warming since 1899/1900 and
nature conservation since 1973.
Wiesław Ziaja, Institute of Geography and
Spatial
Management,
Jagiellonian
University in Krakow
C12.06 Cold Region Environments
Arctic Integrated Geographical Research
and Observation Networks 2
Chairpersons: Tatiana Vlasova, Nancy
Doubleday
Papers:
Deglaciation of the Altai Mountains
observed with satellite imagery.
Tatiana Khromova, Gennady Nosenko,
Stanislav Nikitin, Institute of Geography,
Russian Academy of Sciences
Temporal variation in thermal and moisture
properties of selected types of tundra and
arctic soils during the growing season: A
case study from the Fuglebekken catchment,
SW Spitsbergen. Krzysztof Migala Institute
of Geography and Regional Development,
University of Wrocław, Bronisław Wojtuń
Department of Botany and Plant Ecology,
Wrocław University of Environmental and
Life Sciences, Wojciech Szymański
Institute of Geography and Spatial
Management, Jagiellonian University in
Krakow, Piotr Muskała, Institute of
Geography and Regional Development,
University of Wrocław.
Spatial and temporal analysis of Russia’s
Northern territories socio-economic data.

Andrey Medvedev, Institute of Geography,
Russian Academy of Sciences
The Kets ethnos and its feeding landscape:
Ecologo-geographical hazards and socialand-ecological problems in conditions of
globalization and changing climate.
Aleksei Medvedkov, Faculty of Geography,
Lomonosov Moscow State University
2.3. Our steering committee members
contributed to other meetings as well:
Matsuoka, N. (2014). International
symposium on ‘Slope dynamics and
ecosystem in steep mountains: Comparison
between Swiss and Japanese Alps’,17
October 2014, held at the Ikawa Forest
Office, Shizuoka, Japan.
Matsuoka, N. Japan Geoscience Union
Meeting 2014, 28 April–2 May 2014, held at
Yokohama, Japan.
Matsuoka, N. (2014). 4th European
Conference on Permafrost, 18–21 June
2014, held at Evora, Portugal.
Tiwari, Praskash, Session Organizer and
Development
Chair Sustainable
Conference (SDC): Pathways to Sustainable
Development, Islamabad, Pakistan. 09-11
December 2014
Tiwari, Praskash, Session Organizer and
Chair International
Conference
on
Urbanization and Global Environmental
Change, Taipei, Taiwan 06-08 December
2014
Tiwari, Praskash, Session Organizer and
Chair Asia-Pacific Climate Change
Adaptation Forum 2014, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, 1-3 October 2014
01-03
October 2014
Tiwari, Praskash, Session Organizer and
Chair Global Fair and Workshop on
Long-Term Observing Systems of Mountain
Social-Ecological Systems, Reno, Nevada,
329
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USA (Organized and Chaired
Sessions)
16-19 July 2014

Four

Tiwari, Praskash, Session Organizer and
Chair Resilience and Development:
Mobilizing for Transformation (Resilience
2014), Montpellier, France 04-08 May 2014
Yang, X., Zhang, D., & Li, H. (2014, May).
The diversity of aeolian dune forms and their
causes — examples from deserts in northern
China. EGU General Assembly 2014,
2014/4/27-2014/5/2. Vienna, Austria. Oral
presentation.
Yang, X., Li, H., Rioual, P., Xu, B., Scuderi,
L. A. (2014, July). Formation of megadunes
and interdune lakes in the Badain Jaran
desert, Alashan Plateau, Inner Mongolia,
China. The Eighth International Conference
on Aeolian Research, 2014/7/21-2014/7/25,
Lanzhou, China. Oral presentation.
Yang, X., Forman, S. L., Hu, F., Zhang, D.,
Liu, Z., Li, H., & Liu, Q. (2014, October).
The Kubuqi desert of China: dune landscape
due to interactions between fluvial and
aeolian processes and human impact. 2014
GSA Annual Meeting, 2014/10/192014/10/22, Vancouver, Canada. Oral
presentation.
Yang, X. (2014, December). The Sand Seas
of northern China: Important sinks and
sources of global sediment fluxes and their
changing roles during different climate
conditions of Late Quaternary. 2014 AGU
Fall Meeting. 2014/12/15-2014/12/19, San
Francisco, United States. Invited oral
presentation.
2.4. Future meetings
2015 IGU Regional Conference, Moscow,
Russia

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration with other
commissions and task forces

IGU

By email and in person discussions about
cross-listing IGU Commission sessions,
both in Kyoto, and Krakow, with concern for
problems caused by concurrent sessions.
Scientific research collaborations exist
among many CRE members within their
country regions. Strong international
collaboration exists among members as
well, between Canada and Russia, China and
South Asia, Japan and Europe, as examples.
A coffee-collaboration session at Krakow
was very useful and produced a number of
session proposals for IGU 2015 Moscow.
Collaboration has resulted in joint sessions
with Political Geography, Hazard and Risk,
Land-use, Mountain and Geographic
Information Systems in 2015.
We have launched a Facebook presence for
our web site, and initiated a new website
(under construction).
with
other
3.2. Collaboration
international,
intergovernmental,
and inter- and multidisciplinary
groups
Matsuoka, N. Japanese Alps InterUniversity Cooperative Project (2010–
2015)
http://jalps.suiri.tsukuba.ac.jp/english/
D. Trombotto. 2014. Member of the
Standing Committee on Education and
Outreach,
International
Permafrost
Association, Action Group: Permafrost map
and Thermal State of Permafrost for
Tropical Mountains
2014. Research stay at the Geocryology Unit
in Mendoza of Prof. Dr. Xavier Bodin from
the Université de Savoie, Le Bourget-duLac, Francia. Research stay of students
(Gilen Anetas and Damien Bornetand postgraduates (Thomas Echelard ) at the
Geocryology Unit in Mendoza, Argentina,
under the direction of Dr. Xavier Bodin,
from the Université de Savoie, Le Bourgetdu-Lac, Francia, and co-direction of Dr.
Dario Trombotto (Mendoza, AR).
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Tatiana Vlasova was reelected as a
Councilor of the International Arctic Social
Science Association
Tatiana Vlasova works with International
Arctic Science Committee, being an invited
speaker at the Arctic Science Summit Week
workshop of the International Scientific
Initiative on the Russian Arctic
Tatiana Vlasova presentation at the Arctic
Frost Annual Meeting, Anchorage, 2014.
Socially-oriented
observations
for sustainability and resilience assessment
in the Russian North: benefits from
sustainability and resilience concepts
integration.
http://uni.edu/arctic/frost/steeringcommittee/
Xiaoping Yang Elected as Vice President of
the IAG (International Association of
Geomorphologists, www.geomorph.org) for
the period 2013-2017, now in charge of the
IAG Working Groups and the society’s
activities in Asian and Pacific regions.
Co-organized session for the ICASS
Conference program in May 2014.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues
and books
Grimwood, B. S. R., & Doubleday, N. C.
(2013). Illuminating traces: Enactments of
responsibility in practices of Arctic river
tourists and inhabitants. Journal of
Ecotourism, 12(2), 53-74.

Matsuoka, N., Suzuki, K., Ohtsuka, T.,
Ueno, K., Kumon, F., Sugai, T. and
Shikazono, N. (2013). Introduction to
‘Changing Natural Environments in the
Japanese Alps Region. Journal of
Geography, 122, 547–552. (in Japanese with
English abstract)
Matsuoka, N., Imaizumi, F. and Nishii, R.
(2013). Geomorphic dynamics and sediment
budget in the southern Japanese Alps:
Recent studies and prospects. Journal of
Geography, 122, 591–614. (in Japanese with
English abstract)
Matsuoka,
N.
(2013).
Time-lapse
photography applied to monitoring of alpine
slope processes. Tsukuba Geoenvironmental
Sciences, 9, 13–19.
Matsuoka,
Ueno, K.,
Shikazono,
‘Changing
Japanese
Geography
552.

N., Suzuki, K., Ohtsuka, T.,
Kumon, F., Sugai, T. and
N. (2013). Introduction to
natural environments in the
Alps region’. Journal of
(Chigaku Zasshi), 122(4), 547–

Matsuoka, N., Imaizumi, F. and Nishii, R.
(2013). Geomorphic dynamics and sediment
budget in the Southern Japanese Alps:
Recent studies and prospects. Journal of
Geography (Chigaku Zasshi), 122(4), 591–
614.
Watanabe, T., Matsuoka, N. and
Christiansen, H.H. (2013): Ice- and soilwedge dynamics in the Kapp Linné area,
Svalbard, investigated by two and three
dimensional ground-penetrating radar and
ground thermal and acceleration regimes.
Permafrost Periglacial Processes, 24, 39–55.

Grimwood, B. S. R., & Doubleday, N. C.
(2013). From river trails to adaptive comanagement: Learning and relating with
Inuit inhabitants of the Thelon River,
Canada. Indigenous Policy Journal, 23(4),
18 pages.

Matsuoka, N. (2014). Combining time-lapse
photography and multisensor monitoring to
understand frost creep dynamics in the
Japanese Alps. Permafrost and Periglacial
Processes, 25(2), 94–106.

Matsuoka, N. (2013). Cold region
geomorphology in Japan. Geographical
Review of Japan, 86B, 22-32.

Upiter, L.M., Vermaire, J.C., Patterson,
R.T., Crann, C., Galloway, J.M., Macumber,
A.L., Neville, L.A., Swindles, G.T., Falck,
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H., Roe, H.M. and Pisaric, M.F.J. 2014.
Middle to late Holocene chironomidinferred July temperatures for the central
Northwest Territories, Canada. Journal of
Paleolimnology. 52(1-2):11-26.
Thienpont, J.R., Steele, C., Vermaire, J.C.,
Pisaric, M.F.J., Kokelj, S.V. and Smol, J.P.
Accepted October 2014. Synchronous
changes in chironomid assemblages
following a major saltwater intrusion in two
coastal Arctic lake ecosystems. Journal of
Paleolimnology.
Coleman, K.A., Palmer, M.J., Korosi, J.B.,
Kokelj, S.V., Jackson, K., Hargan, K.,
Courtney Mustaphi, C., Thienpont, J.R.,
Kimpe, L.E., Blais, J.M., Pisaric, M.F.J. and
Smol, J.P. Accepted October, 28 2014.
Tracking the impacts of recent warming and
thaw of permafrost peatlands on aquatic
ecosystems: a multi-proxy approach using
remote sensing and lake sediments. Boreal
Environment Research.
2013 Shiklomanov N.I., Streletskiy, D.A.,
Little, J.D., and Nelson F.E., Isotropic Thaw
Subsidence in Undisturbed Permafrost
Landscapes, Geophysical Research Letters
(in press)
2013 Shiklomanov N.I., and Nelson F.E.,
Thawing Processes and Thermokarst. In,
Treatise on Geomorphology, John F.
Shroder (ed.) Volume 8, pp. 354-373. San
Diego: Academic Press.
2013 Shiklomanov N.I., and Nelson F.E.,
Active Layer and Thaw Processes. In Elias,
S.A. (ed.), Encyclopedia of Quaternary
Science 2nd Edition, Vol 3., pp 421-429,
Amsterdam: Elsevier Scientific Publishers
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2013), An
Ecological Assessment of Grasslands and
their Interfaces in Kumaon Himalaya, India
in Ning, Wu; Rawat, G.S.; Joshi, S.; Ismail,
M.; Sharma, E.
(Eds) High-altitude
rangelands and their interfaces in the Hindu
Kush Himalayas. Kathmandu: ICIMOD,
2013, pp.55-65

Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2013), Changing
Monsoon Pattern and its Impact on Water
Resources in Himalaya: Responses and
Adaptation, in Jean Palutikof, Sarah L.
Boulter, Andrew J. Ash, Mark Stafford
Smith, Martin Parry, Marie Waschka and
Daniela Guitart (eds.) Climate Adaptation
Futures, Wiley Publishing Company, U.K.,
Chapter 29, pp. 633-644, 2013
Aase, H.A., Chapagain, P and Tiwari, P. C.
(2013), Innovation as an Expression of
Adaptive Capacity to Change in Himalayan
Farming,
Mountain
Research
and
Development, Vol. 33(1), Feb 2013: pp.4–
10, http://dx.doi.org/10.1659/MRD-JournalD-12-00025.1, 2013
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2013), Changing
Monsoon Pattern and its Impact on Water
Resources in Himalaya: Responses and
Adaptation, in Jean Palutikof, Sarah L.
Boulter, Andrew J. Ash, Mark Stafford
Smith, Martin Parry, Marie Waschka and
Daniela Guitart (eds.) Climate Adaptation
Futures, Wiley Publishing Company, U.K.,
Chapter 29, pp. 633-644, 2013
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2013), Rainfall
Variability, Landslides and Food Security in
Himalaya, in C. Margottini et al (eds),
Landslide Science and Practice, Vol. 4,
pp.183-189,
Springer-Verlag,
Berlin,
Heidelberg, Germany
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2013), Global
Change and Mountains: Consequences,
Responses and Opportunities, in Grover V.
I., Borsdorf, A., Breuste J., Tiwari, Prakash
C. and Frangetto F. W. (Eds.), Impact of
Global Change on Mountains: Responses &
Adaptation, Science Publishers (An Imprint
of Eden Bridge Ltd, British Channel Islands)
Enfield, New Hampshire 03478, USA
http://www.scipub.net (in press) 2013
Tiwari, P.C. and Joshi, B. (2013), Rainfall
Variability and its Impact on Water
Resources and Rural Health in Kumaon
Himalaya, India, in Velma Grover (ed)
Impact of Climate Change on Water and
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Health, CRC Press, Taylor and Francis
Group, pp.286-307, 2013

Springer
Science+Business
Dordrecht 2014

Tiwari, P.C. and Joshi, B. (2013),
Institutionalizing State Forest Resources for
Adaptation to Climate Change: A Case
Study of Uttarakhand State, Himalaya,
Sarah S. A. et al. (eds) Redefining
Paradigms of Sustainable Development in
South Asia, Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad,
Pakistan, pp. 41-66, 2013

Trombotto Liaudat, D., P. Wainstein y L. U.
Arenson. 2014. “Guía Terminológica de la
Geocriología
Sudamericana”
/
"Terminological Guide of the South
American Geocryology”. Vázquez Mazzini
Editores, 127 pp., Buenos Aires.
Trombotto, Liaudat, D., Penas, P., Aloy, G.
2014. Impact of volcanic processes on the
cryospheric system of the Peteroa Volcano,
Andes of southern Mendoza, Argentina.
Geomorphology
208,
74-87.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.geomorph.2013.
11.016 (ISI, Journal Citation Reports,
Science Edition, ver GEOMORPHOLOGY

Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2014), Regional
Cooperation
for
Integrated
Water
Governance in Hindu Kush Himalaya: A
Precondition for Water Security and Climate
Change Adaptation in South Asia, in Sarah,
S. Aneel et al. (eds), Proceedings of
Sixteenth
Sustainable
Development
Conference: Creating Momentum: Today is
Tomorrow, Sustainable Development Policy
Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan pp. 277-294
Joshi, B. and Tiwari, P. C. (2014),Women
and Sustainable Mountain Development: An
illustration of Indigenous Women's
Adaptation to Climate Change in Himalaya;
in Sarah, S. Aneel et al. (eds), Proceedings
of Sixteenth Sustainable Development
Conference: Creating Momentum: Today is
Tomorrow, Sustainable Development Policy
Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan pp. 131-144
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2014),
Environmental Changes and their Impact on
Rural Water, Food, Livelihood, and Health
Security in Kumaon Himalaya. International
Journal of Urban and Regional Studies on
Contemporary
India.
Center
for
Contemporary India Studies, Hiroshima
University, 1(1): 1–12 (2014)
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2014), Land Use
Changes and Their Impact on Water
Resources in Himalaya, in E. Grohmann et
al. (eds), Environmental Deterioration and
Human Health: Natural and Anthropogenic
Determinents,
pp
389-399,
DOI10.1007/978-94-007-7890-0-18,

Media,

Trombotto, Liaudat, D. 2014. XXVII
Reunión Científica de la Asociación
Argentina de Geofísicos y Geodestas
(AAGG), San Juan, Argentina. Para una
“Conferencia Invitada”: Detección de
desequilibrios naturales en el sistema
criosférico del Complejo Volcánico Peteroa,
Argentina/Chile.
Trombotto, Liaudat, D. 2014 (Noviembre).
1st. CryoNet South America Workshop.
Presentation: Environmental status of the
cryogenic permafrost conditions in the last
decade in the Central Andes, one example:
Morenas Coloradas rockglacier, Mendoza,
Argentina. Santiago, Chile.
Trombotto, Liaudat, D. 2014. Congreso
Geológico Argentino XIX, Córdoba (June).
Special session of Cryospheric Sciences.
Presentación del proyecto sobre estudios del
agua, nieve y hielo en la cuenca del río
Vallecitos, Mendoza, Argentina. Noelia
Sileo and Dario Trombotto Liaudat.
Trombotto, Liaudat, D. 2014. Congreso
Geológico Argentino XIX, Córdoba (June).
Special session of Cryospheric Sciences.
Resultados preliminares del ánalisis de la
distribución de las principales crioformas en
los Andes Centrales del extremo
suroccidental de la provincia de San Juan.
Carla C. Tapia Baldis and Darío Trombotto.
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Trombotto, Liaudat, D. 2014. Congreso
Geológico Argentino XIX, Córdoba (June).
Special session of Cryospheric Sciences.
Mapeo geomorfológico e inventario de
crioformas en la región de la Laguna del
Diamante y el Volcán Maipo, nuevos
hallazgos. Mariano Castro, Dario Trombotto
Liaudat and Victoria Alonso.
Trombotto, Liaudat, D. 2014. Congreso
Geológico Argentino XIX, Córdoba (June).
Special session of Cryospheric Sciences.
Cartografía
y
monitoreo
termogeomorfológico de la cumbre del Complejo
Volcánico
Planchón-Peteroa-Azufre,
Argentina/Chile. Dario Trombotto Liaudat,
Gustavo Aloy, Pablo Penas and José
Hernández.
Vlasova Tatiana (leading author of two
chapters in monograph). Arctic Resilience
Interim Report 2013. Arctic Council
(2013).Stockholm Environment Institute
and
Stockholm
Resilience
Centre,
Stockholm.117pp. ISBN 978-91-86125-424 (print) ISBN 978-91-86125-43-1 (PDF)
Tatiana Vlasova and Sergey Volkov (2013).
Methodology
of
socially-oriented
observations and the possibilities of their
implementation in the Arctic resilience
assessment. Polar Record, Cambridge
University Press. 49, pp 248-253.
doi:10.1017/S0032247413000119.
ISSN
0032-2474.
Vlasova T.K., Volkov S.G. Local and
traditional knowledge for observations and
assessment of Arctic socio-ecological
systems resilience // IGU Kyoto Regional
Conference. Online book of abstracts. Kyoto, August 4-9, 2013.

and Achieving Global Environment
Sustainability as a Principle for Collective
Action. Northern Notes. Issue 39.
Spring/Summer. 2013. p.14
Tatiana K. Vlasova, Nancy C. Doubleday
IGU
Cold
Regions
Environments
Commission
Activities:
Russia
Cooperation. Geography, environment,
sustainability,
Russian
Geographical
Society, Faculty of Geography of
Lomonosov Moscow State University and
Institute of Geography of the Russian
Academy of Sciences. ISSN: 2071-9388.
2012: Vol. 5, No. 3, pp. 120-124.
Vlasova T. Main principals of sustainable
Arctic Science and social science within it:
practical ways for their implementation in
the Russian Arctic// International Arctic
Science Committee // ISIRA. Hilsinki 2014.
http://www.iasc.info/images/Groups_Advis
ory/Social_Sciences_Tatiana_Vlasova.pdf
Vlasova, Tatiana. // Demands, Interests and
Hopes of the Arctic People and How to
Reveal them Through Socially-oriented
Observations/ In ICASS VIII: Book of
Abstracts. P.106
Vlasova T., Volkov S. Geographical
approaches for the Integrated Arctic
Socially-Oriented
System
network
Construction // Conference: International
Geographical Union Regional Conference
CHANGES,
CHALLENGES,
RESPONSIBILITIES Conference sessions:
C12.06 Cold Region Environments - Arctic
integrated geographical research and
observation networks// IGU 2014 Book of
Abstracts

Vlasova T.K. Multi-scaled Socially-oriented
Observations for Responses to Arctic
Changes. International Conference «In the
Spirit of the Rovaniemi Process. Arctic
Cities, Global Processes and Local
Realities». 2013. pp. 20-21.

Yang, X., Wang, X., Liu, Z., Li, H., Ren, X.,
Zhang, D., Ma, Z., Rioual, P., Jin X. and
Scuderi, L. (2013): Initiation and variation
of the dune fields in semi-arid northern
China - with a special reference to the
Hunshandake Sandy Land, Inner Mongolia.
Quaternary Science Reviews 78, 369 – 380.

Vlasova T.K. Interlinking Aims for
Improving Arctic People’s Quality of Life

Rioual, P., Lu, Y., Yang, H., Scuderi, L.,
Chu, G., Holmes, J., Zhu, B. and Yang, X.
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(2013): Diatom-environment relationships
and a transfer function for conductivity in
lakes of the Badain Jaran Desert, Inner
Mongolia, China. Journal of Paleolimnology
50, 207 – 229.
Liu, Z. and Yang, X. (2013): Geochemicalgeomorphological evidence for the
provenance of aeolian sands and
sedimentary
environments
in
the
Hunshandake Sandy Land, eastern Inner
Mongolia, China. Acta Geologica Sinica
(English Edition) 87, 871 – 884.
Lancaster, N., Yang X. and Thomas, D
(2013): Spatial and Temporal Complexity in
Quaternary Desert Datasets: Implications
for Interpreting Past Dryland Dynamics and
Understanding Potential Future Changes.
Quaternary Science Reviews 78, 301-302.
Zhang, D., Yang, X., Rozier, O., & Narteau,
C. (2014). Mean sediment residence time in
barchan dunes. Journal of Geophysical
Research: Earth Surface, 119(3), 451-463.

Li, H., & Yang, X. (2014). Temperate
dryland vegetation changes under a
warming climate and strong human
intervention — with a particular reference to
the district Xilin Gol, Inner Mongolia,
China. Catena, 119, 9-20.
Ren, X., Yang, X., Wang, Z., Zhu, B.,
Zhang, D., & Rioual, P. (2014).
Geochemical evidence of the sources of
aeolian sands and their transport pathways in
the Minqin Oasis, northwestern China.
Quaternary International, 334–335, 165178.
4.2. Commission website
The current accurate
commission’s web site is

URL

of

the

https://www.facebook.com/IGUCRE2013
(but moving to a new location, accessible to
all IGU CRE Members)
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C12.07 Cultural Approach in Geography
The commission’s work in 2014 was
focusing the application and preparation
process of the IYGU. The new steering
committee has been activated for the
implementation of the commission’s
program as presented in the last report. The
initiative for the UN Year of Global
Understanding (IYGU) has entered the last
stage at the UN. On the one hand, the various
steps in the political application process in
2014 were completed successfully, with just
one step missing for the final
implementation, the unanimous vote at the
General Assembly. The lobbying among
some of the most important member state of
the five voting groups has been successfully
completed until mid July. Right after that the
lobbying among the G77+China was started
and completed successfully end of October,
after we got the full support of the SEGIB
countries, the network of 22 Latin American
states plus Spain and Portugal. Severe
problems emerged early December when
members of the voting started their actions,
questioning the relationship between IYGU
and the UN policies, even after we got the
support from the scientific advisory board of
Ban Ki-Moon, emphasizing exactly IYGU’s
support in that respect. The IYGU
preparation encompasses in 2014 two
missions to the UN in New York, two to
Brazil, one to Portugal and one to Spain. On
the other hand, the IYGU initiative provides
a signifycant boost to the commission's core
ideas on a global, transcultural, and
transdisciplinary level. As pointed out in our
2012-2016
mission’s
statement,
highlighting the cultural dimension in
ecological and sustainability research is a
central goal of the commission's work. On
the whole, the commission has proven to be
a central place of transdisciplinary research
on the significance of cultural aspects for
economic, social, and political geographies
in the local, regional, and global dimension.
With respect to the 2014-2016 period we

strive for a further intensification of research
in these fields, but also intend to revitalize
and strengthen our collaboration with other
IGU commissions and research groups. In
this respect the commission contributed in a
very significant way to the Krakow Regional
conference with organizing three special
sessions and the contribution to four joint
sessions (Geography of the Global
Information
Society,
Geographical
Education, EuroGeo) and the two keynote
lectures of the conference and its core topic
‘Changes, Challenges and Responsibility’
on its opening and closing session. A
specific meeting of the commission has been
organized in Banaras (India); a second one
planned inn Santiago de Chile has been –
due to financial problems in Chilean context
– postponed to 2015. All preparatory work
for
ICSU
sponsored
TIERS-book
publication has been accomplished in 2014,
the publication is scheduled for early 2015.
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1.2. Corresponding Members
The commission has 642 members (as of December 1, 2014) who receive all the information about
the commission’s conferences and other scientific events via e-mail. The minimal decrease (-13)
in membership numbers results from corrected double subscriptions to our e-mail list and the
removal of invalid addresses.
Argentina

12

Finland

4

New Zealand

5

Australia

16

France

101

Norway

2

Austria

7

Germany

100

Peru

1

Bangladesh

1

Greece

2

Poland

2

Belgium

5

Hong Kong

1

Portugal

8

Brazil

17

Iceland

1

Russia

6

Cambodia

1

India

5

Slovenia

2

Canada

49

Ireland

10

South Africa

4

Chile

1

Israel

6

Spain

23

China

14

Italy

35

Sweden

8

Colombia

7

Japan

15

Switzerland

19

Croatia

2

South Korea

7

Taiwan

1

Czech Republic

1

Luxemborg

2

United Kingdom

41

Denmark

1

Mexico

6

USA

59

Estonia

2

Netherlands

10

Unknown

16

2. Meetings
2.1. International seminar “Banaras, the
Heritage City of India: Culture,
Tourism and Development”, Banaras
Hindu University (IND), February 79, 2014
The conference “Banaras, the Heritage City
of India: Culture, Tourism and Development” was organized by Rana P B Singh at
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (India).
Continuing the series of seminars on
Banaras, the meeting provided an
opportunity to further discuss the meaning
and problems of conservation and
promotional strategies connected to the
heritage city of Banaras. On the one hand,
the city presents a cultural and religious
microcosm. In the course of its history,
people from all parts of India, speaking
different languages and dialects, and
carrying their own traits, taboos and

traditions, have settled in this city. In
Banaras alone, there are over 3600 Hindu
shrines and temples, 1388 Muslim shrines
and
mosques,
42
Sikh
temples
(Gurudvaras), 12 churches, 3 Jain temples, 9
Buddhist temples, and several other sacred
sites and places. On the other hand, Banaras
also faces problems of urban development,
being a sprawling city with an increasing
population and housing shortage, looming
water crisis, traffic congestion, sanitation
issues, environmental hazards, and extreme
economic polarizations. The emerging
frictions between Banaras’ (inter)national
role as a heritage city and its increasing
development problems were discussed by
researchers and students from India Austria,
Germany, Switzerland, Norway, the USA,
Spain, Italy, and Sri Lanka. Altogether 24
papers were presented in six sessions:
history, images and cultural representation
(3 papers), landscapes, heritagescapes and
urban ecology (3 papers), pilgrimages &
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tourism (3 papers), land use, environmental
status, and planning (4 papers), evolving
nature of urban society (5 papers), and urban
governance (2 papers). The conference’s
discussions in particular revolved around the
relationship between spirituality and
architecture, the role of festivals and rituals
as a form of intangible heritage, and the
narrative practices of place making. Overall,
the conference not only stressed Banaras’
richness as a laboratory of cultural and
religious diversity, but also discussed
strategies of inclusive and sustainable
development.
2.2. Meetings at the IGU Regional
Conference,
Kraków
(Poland),
August 18-22, 2014
The commission’s main meetings in 2014
took place at the IGU Regional Conference
in Kraków. We organized a total of four
sessions, one keynote lecture, several
individual presentations, and a business
meeting.
The session “Cultural Approach to
Technology and Digital Geomedia” (chaired
by Tilo Felgenhauer, Jena) was organized in
order to encourage researchers to reflect on
the geographies of technology from a
cultural perspective. The session consisted
of two parts, including contributions from
Brazil (Fabio Contel, São Paulo), the USA
(Francis Harvey, Minneapolis/St. Paul), the
UK (Angela Abbott/Ranald Richardson,
Newcastle), the Czech Republic (Pavel
Dobos/Petr Danek, Brno), and Germany
(Pablo Abend, Cologne; Karsten Gaebler,
Jena). It was well attended (about 20
participants). A central issue of many papers
was the socio-spatial context of the use of
technology. In particular, there were
recurring findings regarding a renewed
relevance of spatial concepts both in
transforming practices of interacting with
technology as well as in the material context
of action, which can be “augmented” and
altered by digital means. Empirical
examples were taken from social services,
neocartography/locative media, mass media,

and banking services. In general, technology
seems to support spatial awareness through
expanding spatial references of practice. The
potential benefits of digital technologies
notwithstanding, there are also significant
inequalities regarding the availability and
access to digital technologies; these have to
be taken into account and addressed where
possible. The broad range of topics also led
to a lively discussion about the kinds of
theoretical arguments and empirical
evidence that cultural geography can deliver
in favour of or against the thesis of a digital
revolution occurring in the geographies of
everyday life.
The session “Landscape Changes and
Responsibilities in East Asia”, hosted by
Shangyi Zhou (Beijing) and Je-Hun Ryu
(Cheongwon), consisted of six papers that
examined the change of landscapes in the
processes
of
modernization
and
urbanization. As has been discussed and
empirically shown, despite its traditional
foundations, landscape serves as an anchor
for multiple interests in late modern
societies. Especially the case of East Asian
countries indicates an increasing role of
symbolic appropriations of landscape as
well as its accelerating commodification.
About 15 scholars attended the session with
presentations by Xiaofeng Tang (Beijing),
Werner
Breitung
(Suzhou),
Qing
Yuan/Tong Liu (Harbin), Michał Konopski
(Kraków), Je-Hun Ryu, and Shangyi Zhou.
The main topics addressed were questions of
cultural landscape management, the political
and ideological framing of landscape
conservation and protection, cultural
practices of place making, landscape as a
form of cultural and national heritage, and
everyday
practices
of
landscape
delimitation.
As a first result of the fruitful cooperation
with the commission C12.14 “Geography of
the Global Information Society” a joint
session on “MegaEvent Planning: Culture
Capitals, Place, and Identity” was organized.
Chaired by Mark Wilson (East Lansing) and
Tilo Felgenhauer/Benno Werlen (Jena), the
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session highlighted contemporary questions
of image and identity building with a strong
focus on the European Culture Capitals.
Subscribing to new basic approaches on the
post-Fordist economies of signs and
fascination most of the contributions applied
a
cultural
geographic
perspective
considering place and local identities as the
outcome of social, political, economic, and
discursive practice. Given the complex and
manifold character of current strategies in
place and identity building linked to the
“Culture Capital”-label, a multi-disciplinary
character of the session was necessarily
required. Thus, the session brought together
contributions from economic geography
(Waldemar Cudny, Łodz), urban studies
(Agnes Nemeth, Joensuu/Kuopio), urban
geography (Achim Prossek, Berlin), and
cultural geography (Paul Claval, Paris), but
also integrated the expertise from a historic
(Colette
Annequin,
Grenoble)
and
jurisprudential (Karolina Tetlak, Warsaw)
perspective. One general conclusion drawn
from the presentations and the discussion
was to focus future research on the interplay
between discursive strategies of place
identity building and issues of economic
sustainability. While there may be various
obstacles for measuring objective costs and
revenues of mega-events, the material
consequences of the symbolic assignment of
places for local economies are observable in
many regards and highly relevant for the
recognition of regional development
opportunities.
The integration of digital media into
everyday life and the geographical
implications of a new digital culture were
debated in the session “Digital Culture and
the Digital Revolution” (hosted by Mark
Wilson, East Lansing, and Karsten Gaebler,
Jena). As another joint session together with
the commission C12.14 “Geography of the
Global Information Society” the meeting
brought together about 20 colleagues from
various subfields of the discipline.
Challenging the view that geographical
inquiry into digital media is predominantly
‘big data’ research, the session focused on

conceptual, empirical, and methodological
questions of the everyday use of information
and communication technologies. The three
papers given by Michael Duggan (London),
Tilo Felgenhauer (Jena), and Graeme
Mearns
(Newcastle)
discussed
the
increasing convergence of material and
virtual spheres from different points of view.
In particular, the role of mobile
communication devices for augmenting
everyday lifeworlds and their capacity to
change senses of place was discussed.
Moreover, the session provided first insights
into the use of social media as a data
generator for empirical research, thus
contributing to the growing debate about
digital ethnography.
Regarding more general questions of
technology’s relationship with space and
place, the meeting also broached the thesis
of a convergence of traditional geographical
imaginations and digital ‘spaces of flows’.
On the whole, the session highlighted both
the disruptions and the continuities that
come along with digital technology use in
everyday life.
In addition to the meetings organized under
our commission’s aegis, Benno Werlen
presented one of the core projects, the
initiative for the UN International Year of
Global Understanding (IYGU), on two
occasions during the Kraków conference.
The keynote lecture presented the
initiative’s main ideas and its current status
to a wider geographical audience. The paper
delivered at the session “IGU, EUGEO and
EUROGEO, a Challenging Network of
Geographers in Education” (chair: Joop van
der Schee) discussed the concept of Global
Understanding with regard to its potential
for school teaching. Many discussants
stressed that the idea of Global
Understanding might prove invaluable for
helping to re-organize teaching curricula
and strengthen geography’s role as a
fundamentally integrative discipline. Thus,
ideas to implement Global Understanding in
teaching programs and opportunities to
collaboration
between
intensify
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commissions
C12.11
(Geographical
Education) and C12.07 were discussed.
A small business meeting in Kraków served
to review the commission’s activities in late
2013 and 2014 and to debate future steps.
Benno Werlen, together with steering
committee members Shangyi Zhou and JeHun Ryu, secretary Karsten Gaebler, and
about five guests, discussed the status of and
the strategy for the commission’s next
meetings. Of key concern were the range of
logistic and financial issues often preventing
a considerable number of colleagues from
participating in the IGU’s bigger
conferences. It was suggested to
prospectively strengthen smaller meetings
and seminars. Nevertheless the commission
will encourage colleagues through its
network to actively participate in next year’s
regional conference in Moscow. Benno
Werlen emphasized the necessity to prepare
the commission’s contributions to the IGC
2016 in Beijing well in advance. In addition,
opportunities to cooperate with other IGU
commissions were explored.
2.3. Activities related to the UN
International Year of Global
Understanding (IYGU) initiative
According to the commission’s scientific
agenda developing a cultural perspective in
sustainability research belongs to the
priorities of our work. The flagship project,
IGU’s initiative for the UN International
Year of Global Understanding (IYGU) both
contributes to and calls for the strengthening
of approaches based in cultural geography.
Under the aegis of commission chair Benno
Werlen the scientific and political
application process has made significant
progress in the last two years. In three
extensive
reports
IGU’s
Executive
Committee received full account of his
activities in 2014. In late 2013 the UNESCO
Executive Board adopted the resolution of
the IGU initiative for the IYGU
unanimously
and
without
debate.
Subsequently the main challenge in 2014

was to support the transition process to the
UN General Assembly. To this end, Benno
Werlen visited the UN in New York twice
this year and, among other things, was able
to secure the support of the ‘Group of 77’,
an association of ‘developing countries’
within the UN. Moreover, after several
meetings in Brazil the World Business
Council for Sustainable Development
(WBCSD) also agreed to potentially support
the initiative. Other activities, for example,
concerned the further spread and
development of Regional Action Centers, as
well as the composition of the six key
brochures on Global Understanding.
Three specific reports on the IYGU
activities have been submitted to Executive
Committee of IGU in April, August and
December.
2.4. Proposed future meetings (20152016)
Two of the meetings scheduled for 2014
unfortunately had to be postponed due to
financial and organizational reasons.
Enrique Aliste will organize the conference
“Hermeneutics and Territories” in 2015 in
Santiago de Chile (RCH). The conference
“Sacred Spaces: The Cultural Geography of
the Way of Santiago” will be organized by
Miguel Pazos-Otón in 2015 in Santiago de
Compostela (E). Furthermore, the following
events are planned for 2015 and 2016:





Keynote at the AAG-Meeting in
Chicago (April 2015) by Benno Werlen
Specific session on IYGU with
members of the IYGU network at the
AAG meeting in Chicago (April 2015,
co-organized by Ron Abler and Benno
Werlen)
Enrique Aliste is organizing an
international
conference
on
‚Hermeneutics
and
territory.
Representations,
imaginary
and
interpretations in current cultural
geography’, Santiago de Chile, May
2015
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Three sessions are planned for the IGU
Regional Congress in Moscow: a
session on “Global Sustainability and
Global Understanding” (organized by
Benno Werlen), a panel on educational
aspects of Global Understanding (coorganized by Benno Werlen), and a
session on “Performing places, cultures
and nature in different social and
geographic settings” (organized by
Louis Dupont)
Rob Kitchin will organize a meeting on
“Digital technologies and city life”
(working title) in 2015.
A conference on the cultural approach
in economic geography will be
organized by Fabio Contel in São Paulo
in 2015 or 2016.
Mathis Stock will host a conference on
“Theoretical geography: contributions
and confrontations from the cultural
approach” (working title) in 2015 or
2016 in Sion/Lausanne (CH).
A pre-congress to the IGC 2016 in
Beijing is planned by Je-Hun Ryu on
the topic of “Cultural heritages and
landscapes in a globalizing” in August
2016 with the participation of Dr.
Mechtilde Roessler (UNESCO) and
Prof. Peter Howard.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU

The year 2014 has brought fruitful new
cooperations to our commission. The two
joint sessions with the commission on the
“Geography of the Global Information
Society” (C12.14) at the Kraków conference
indicated a lot of common research interests.
Bringing together these two communities
proved to be a highly valuable experience
and will without doubt be strengthened in
future IGU events. Following the productive
first steps of an educational implementation
of the IYGU in the course of the Kraków
conference, further joint projects together
with the commission on “Geographical
Education” (C12.11), EuroGeo and the IGU

Task Force "Geography Olympiad"
(T12.01) are planned for 2015 and 2016. In
addition, first ideas about a cooperation with
the commission C12.12 “Geographical
Information Science” were exchanged and
will be put into practice at the 2016 IGC in
Beijing.
with
other
3.2. Collaboration
international,
intergovernmental,
and inter- and multidisciplinary
groups in 2014
Through the IYGU initiative the
commission’s work is promoted by the
“International Union of Geological
Sciences” (IUGS), the “International Union
of Geodesy and Geophysics” (IUGG), the
“Young Earth Scientists” network (YES)
and the “TakingITGlobal” organization. The
commission’s cooperation with the “Asian
Cultural Landscape Association” (ACLA)
has been intensified in 2014 through
seminars and sessions at the IGU Regional
Conference. The cooperation with ICSU,
ISSC and the Future Earth project have been
systematically intensified as well as the
cooperation with partners form the private
sector (KATERVA; World Business
Council for Sustainable Development and
the Chamber of Industry (CNI, Brasilia) and
Chamber of Commerce (CNC, Rio de
Janeiro). Contacts with organization from
the public sector like SEGIB, OEI (Brasilia)
and UNESCO will be crucial for the
implementation of IYGU. Integrated
networks
for
cultural
landscape
management with partners from the public
and private sector, science and regional
policies have been establishes in Portugal
(Maçao) and Brazil (Morro do Pilar); the
first one:
Apheleia – Integrated Cultural Landscape
Management for Local and global
sustainability’ in cooperation with Erasmus
Mundus+
and
twelve
European
Universities/Research Institutions for three
years and total funding budget of 384.000.EURO. In addition the cooperation with the
Brazilian Chamber of Lawyers (BAR) could
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become exemplary for the cooperation of
geography and environmental law under
globalized conditions.

estates in the post-Celtic Tiger era’,
International Journal of Urban and
Regional Research, vol. 38, no. 3, pp. 10691080.
Kitchin, R 2014, ‘The real-time city? Big
data and smart urbanism’, GeoJournal, vol.
79, no. 1, pp. 1-14.

3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC
(International
Social
Science
Council) and with ICSU (the
International Council for Science)
programs
The IYGU project is supported by ICSU,
ISSC, and CIPSH (Conseil International de
la Philosophie et des Sciences). Partners are
also the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the “Future Earth” research
initiative. It is expected that IYGU will
become one of the key partners of the Future
Earth project (see UNESCO resolution on
IYGU, Nov. 2013).
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Scholarly Pilgrimages to the City of Light,

Stock, M and Antonescu, A 2014,
‘Reconstructing the globalisation of
tourism. A geo-historical perspective’,
Annals of Tourism Research, vol. 45, no. 1,
pp. 77-88.
Stock, M and Coëffé, V 2014, ‘Identifying
and overcoming epistemological obstacles
in the study of ‘urban tourism’’, Urban
Studies (submitted).
Werlen, B (ed) 2014, Global Sustainability
in Social and Cultural Perspective.
Challenges for Transdisciplinary Integrated
Research, Dordrecht: Springer (in print).
Volvey, A 2014, ‘Le corps du chercheur et
la question esthétique dans la science
géographique’,
L’information
géographique, vol. 78, pp. 92-117.
Zhou, S, Bie, Q and Li, C 2014, ‘Evaluation
of the Effectiveness of Border Policies in
Dehong Prefecture of Yunnan, China’,
Sustainability, vol. 6, no. 8, pp. 5284-5299.
4.2

Commission Websites

http://www.cultural-approach.net
http:/www.global-understanding.info
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C12.08 Dynamics of Economic Spaces
1. Membership
The IGU Commission on the Dynamics of
Economic Spaces (CDES) does not have a
formal membership base. However, the
steering committee consists of fourteen
members
from
different
countries
(Australia, Canada, China, Germany,
Hungary, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Singapore,
Slovak
Republic,
The
Netherlands, Turkey, UK, US). Our
‘membership’ list we use to distribute
information consists of 605 active email
addresses from all over the world
The members of Steering Committee of the
IGU Commission on the Dynamics of
Economic Spaces are as follows:
Chair: Christine Tamásy
University of Vechta
Institute for Spatial Analysis and Planning in
Areas of Intensive Agriculture
GERMANY
Email: christine.tamasy@uni-vechta.de
Vice Chair: Neil Reid
Department of Geography and Planning,
The University of Toledo
Toledo, Ohio 43606, USA
Email: nreid@utnet.utoledo.edu
Niels Beerepoot
University of Amsterdam
Amsterdam Institute for Metropolitan and
International Development Studies
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 130
1018 VZ Amsterdam, NETHERLANDS
Email: N.P.C.Beerepoot@uva.nl
Eva Kiss
Geographical Research Institute
Hungarian Academy of Sciences
Budaörsi út 45, H-1112
Budapest XI, HUNGARY
Email: kiss.eva@csfk.mta.hu

Hege Knutsen
University of Oslo
Department of Sociology and Human
Geography, Moltke Moes vei 31 Harriet
Holters hus0851, Oslo, NORWAY
Email: h.m.knutsen@sgeo.uio.no
Rene Matlovic
Department of Geography and Regional
Development
University of Presov, 17 Novemra Street,
No. 15, 080 01 Presov,
SLOVAK REPUBLIC
Email: rene.matlovic@unipo.sk
Charles Mather
Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John's, Newfoundland, A1B 3X9,
CANADA
Email: cmather@mun.ca
Piotr Pachura
Czestochowa University of Technolgy
European Faculty of Engineering
42-201 Czestochowa, ul. Dabrowskiego 69,
POLAND
Email: piotrpachura@o2.pl
Bill Pritchard
School of Geosciences
University of Sydney, Madsen Building, Rm
450, NSW 2006, AUSTRALIA
Email: bill.pritchard@sydney.edu.au
Michael Roche
Massey University
School of People, Environment and
Planning, Private Bag 11, 222, Palmerston
North 4442, NEW ZEALAND
Email: M.M.Roche@massey.ac.nz
Michael Taylor
University of Birmingham
Department of Geography
Birmingham, B15 2TT

Edgbaston,
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UNITED KINGDOM
Email: m.j.taylor@bham.ac.uk
Nuri Yavan
University of Ankara
Department of Geography
Ankara 06100, TURKEY
Email: nuri.yavan@ankara.edu.tr
Jici Wang
Peking University
Department of Urban and Economic
Geography
College of Urban and Environmental
Sciences
Beijing 100871, CHINA
Email: wjc@pku.edu.cn
Henry Wai-chung Yeung
Department of Geography
National University of Singapore
1 Arts Link, 117570
SINGAPORE
Email: geoywc@nus.edu.sg

2. Meetings
2.1. The
Commission
held
and/or
participated in the following events
during 2014
Mini-conference on Globalisation & New
Patterns of Services Sector Driven Growth.
Held in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, June
19-20, 2014. Papers presented – 20.
Conference Summary - Recent changes
have been reshaping the ways business
processes are organized in the international
division of labour. After drastic shifts in the
(spatial) organization of the production of
goods, increasingly fierce competition
forces firms look critically at how the
production of services is organized.
Digitization and advances in information
and communication technologies enable
firms to unbundle service business
processes, and the increased global
availability of sufficiently skilled labour
allows for the relocation of particular
business processes around the globe, leading
to a new geography of services production.

As a result, various Southern cities now
command a prominent role as service
delivery hubs for the global market. A
growing, export-oriented service sector here
is commonly understood to generate new
employment
opportunities
for
an
increasingly well-educated labour force. It is
also associated with the formation of a new
middle class. Learning fast, multinational
services producing enterprises from the
global South rapidly expand their global
presence,
thereby
presenting
new
competition to their Western peers.
Simultaneously, patterns are further
complicated by the tendency towards
regionalization of value chains with
production moving back to the firms’
regions of origin.
IGU Regional Conference in Krakow,
Poland, August 18-22, 2014
Commission held various sessions on seven
selected themes:
a. Complex Relations Between Proximity,
Knowledge Spill overs, Innovation and
Development (2 sessions, 9 papers);
b. Financial Geography (4 sessions, 16
papers);
c. Relocation of Economic Activity:
Local, Regional and Global Dimensions
(2 sessions, 6 papers);
d. Creative Industries: A Driver of New
Spatial Dynamics? (4 sessions, 14
papers);
e. The Geography of “Greening the
Economy”
–
Restructuring,
Knowledge, Networks and Discourse (2
sessions, 8 papers);
f. Emerging Economic Spaces (3
sessions, 9 papers);
g. Dynamics of Knowledge Sectors in the
Post-socialist Countries (2 sessions, 8
papers).
2.2. Future Events
The Commission has the following events
planned for 2015:
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1.

Global Conference on Economic
Geography, Oxford, UK, August 1822, 2015.

Session Organizer (proposal has been
placed). Unfortunately, there is an overlap
with the IGU Regional Congress in
Moskow, Russia, August 17-21, 2015. We
assume, most economic geographers will
attend the Global Conference on Economic
Geography as the main world meeting in this
field.
2.

EUGEO
Congress,
Budapest,
Hungary, August 30 –September 2,
2015. Session Organizer (2 session
proposals have been submitted).

3.

Mini-conference on Local and
Regional Development in Emerging
Economic Geographies
Organizer: Nuri Yavan (Ankara
University, Turkey), October 2015.

Conference
Summary
Economic
geography has been an extremely vibrant
and versatile field of research both in human
geography and in the social sciences. In
recent years, economic geographers have
shown increased interest in local and
regional development dynamics. Local and
regional development is one of the oldest
and biggest theme that economic geographer
study. Even though local and regional
development is always at the heart of
economic geography, it cannot be addressed
from one single perspective as it is one of
those multi-faced topics. Indeed, local and
regional development is an increasingly
multidisciplinary subject and therefore need
to be understood not only from a multidisciplinary perspective but also from
different geographical and context-specific
dimensions. This conference will provide a
multidisciplinary forum for researchers and
practitioners in the field of economic
geography, regional economics and regional
planning, with a local and regional
development orientation. This conference
aims at discussing this exciting interface
between local/regional dynamics and

economic geography and at cross-fertilizing
ideas and methodologies between the two
areas. The conference focuses on the diverse
and complex characteristics of local and
regional economies. The conference’s
theme will focus on key issues such as
regional and local economic development
and
regional
policy,
evolutionary
perspective on local and regional growth,
industrial districts, agglomeration and
clustering,
innovative
and
creative
industries, entrepreneurship, embeddedness,
path dependence and regional development,
creative cities and regions, regional
innovation systems, regional economic
resilience, geographies of international trade
and investment, uneven geographies of
capitalism, place marketing and regional
economy, location choice of firms and so on.
Adopting the economic geographical
perspective, this conference will bring
together academic researchers, practitioners,
professionals as well as policy-makers in
these fields particularly from universities
and regional development agencies.
4.

Mini-conference on New Resource
Geographies.
Organizer: Michael Roche (Massey
University, New Zealand), December
2015/2016

Conference Summary - The field of resource
geographies is undergoing an important
phase of intellectual renewal. This is partly
a consequence of the resource boom, which
has followed the global financial crisis of
2008. But it is also a result of new insights
into resource geographies that have come
from geographical work on materiality and
the environment. The result is a new
vibrancy in the sub-discipline. Resource
geographies and resource peripheries are no
longer at the margins of geographical
research and theorizing; on the contrary,
work on resource geographies is now the
source of some of the most interesting
research in the discipline. Newfoundland
and Labrador is an excellent place to be
discussing new resource geographies. This
is, after all, the place that witnessed the
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collapse of cod fishery, no doubt one of the
most significant resource collapses the
world has seen. At the same time, the
recovery of the province’s economy has
been led by the discovery and exploitation of
offshore oil resources. Resources are part of
this province’s past, present and future. This
conference aims to bring together papers on
a range of topics related to resource
geographies. We invite contributions on
resource geographies that could include case
studies, new perspectives and presentations
on resource futures.

3. Networking
The Commission collaborated with the
Regional Science Association in organizing
a mini-conference on Globalisation & New
Patterns of Services Sector Driven Growth.
Held in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, June
19-20, 2014.

4. Publications
Ashgate publishes a series entitled
Dynamics of Economic Space and the Chair
of the Commission serves as the Series
Editor. Two books are forthcoming as
outcomes of previous conferences.
Dannenberg, Peter and Elmar Kulke 2015.
Economic Development in Rural Areas:
Functional
and
Multifunctional
Approaches. Farnham, England: Ashgate.
Analysing the ongoing changes and
dynamics in rural development from a
functional perspective through a series of
case studies from the global north and south,
this volume deepens our understanding of
the importance of new functional and
multifunctional approaches in policy,
practice and theory. In rural areas of
industrialized societies, food production as a
basis for growth and employment has been
declining for many decades. In the global
south, on the other hand, food production is
still often the most important factor for
socio-economic development. However,
rural areas both in the industrialized north
and in the global south are facing new

challenges which lead to significant changes
and threats to their development. New forms
of food production, but also new functional
(e.g. housing or business parks) and often
multifunctional approaches are being
discussed and practiced yet it remains
unclear the extent to which these result in
better or more sustainable development of
rural areas.
Micek, Grzegorz 2015. Understanding
Innovation in Emerging Economic Spaces.
Global and Local Actors, Networks and
Embeddedness.
Farnham,
England:
Ashgate.
A small number of countries, regions, cities,
and localities are powerful gatekeepers and
generate the bulk of creative and innovative
ideas, while the majority is largely excluded.
This book looks at neglected, but emerging
innovation centres analysed from various
spatial and organizational perspectives;
ranging from entire countries and regions to
individual firms and small neighbourhoods.
Bringing together leading scholars from
various disciplines, it examines a variety of
economic sectors including biotechnology,
agrotourism, and the food retail industry.
The authors employ various, often
contradictory, concepts, ranging from local
buzz and the global pipeline, through an
analysis of collective learning processes to
geographical embeddedness, using both
qualitative and quantitative approaches. The
purpose of the book is twofold: investigating
changes occurring in the regions and cities
under transformation and attempting to find
common and unique mechanisms behind
these changes. Consequently, the authors
shed light on the scale and scope of the
innovativeness of selected economic and
social processes.
CDES produced 1 journal special issue
during 2014:
Special issue of Die Erde – Journal of the
Geographical Society of Berlin, 2014.
Dynamics in Agricultural Value Chains (ed.
by Peter Dannenberg and Elmar Kulke), Vol
145 (3).
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The current URL for the Commission
website is http://www.uni-vechta.de/igu/
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C12.09 Environment Evolution
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Dr. T. Boettger (Germany)
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental
Research – UFZ,
Department of Isotope Hydrology
Theodor-Lieser-Str. 4, D-06120 Halle
E-mail: tatjana.boettger@ufz.de
Vice chair: Dr. Fahu Chen (China)
Professor of Physical Geography and
Quaternary Research
Director of MOE Key Laboratory of West
China's Environmental System
Vice President of Lanzhou University
Research School of Arid Environment and
Climate Change
Lanzhou University, 222 Tianshuinanlu
Lanzhou, Gansu, China 730000
E-mail: chenfh@lzu.edu.cn
Secretary: Dr. Elena Novenko (Russia)
M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University
Faculty of Geography
Department of Physical Geography and
Landscape Science
119991, Moscow, GSP-1
1 Leninskiye Gory
E-mail: lenanov@mail.ru
Professor Andrei Velichko (Russia)
Institute of Geography Russian Academy of
Science
29 Staromonetny lane, Moscow 119017
Russia.
E-mail: paleo_igras@mail.ru
Dr. Bernhard Weninger (Germany)
Institute of Prehistoric Archaeology
University of Cologne,
Weyertal 125, 50923 Cologne, Germany
Email: b.weninger@uni-koeln.de

Dr. N Catto (Canada)
Editor, Quaternary International
Department of Geography
Memorial University, St. John's NL
A1B 3X9, Canada
E -mail: ncatto@mun.ca
Dr. P Kershow (Australia)
Monash University
School of Geography and Environmental
Science
Wellington Rd, Clayton Campus, Victoria
3800, Australia
E-mail: peter.kershaw@arts.monash.edu.au
Prof.Dr. Toshihiko Sugai (Japan)
Dept.Natural
Environmental
Studies
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences
The University of Tokyo
E-mail: sugai@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Dr. M. Stancikaite (Lithuania)
Institute of Geology and Geography
T. Sevcenkos 13, LT 03223
Vilnius, Lithuania
E-mail: stancikaite@geo.lt
Dr. V. Zernitskaya (Belarus)
Institute of Geochemistry and Geophysics
National Academy of Sciences of Belarus
Kuprevich street 7, 220141 Minsk, Belarus
E-mail: vzern@igig.org.by
Dr. L. Bezusko (Ukraine)
National
University
"Kyiv-Mohyla
Academy", 2 H. Skovorody Street, Kyiv
(Kiev), 04070 Ukraine
E-mail: bezusko@ukma.kiev.ua
Dr. A. Tsatzkin (Israel)
University of Haifa
Mount Carmel, Haifa, Israel, 31905
E-mail: tsatskin@research.haifa.ac.il
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1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of commission members in total and by country as of 1 December 2014:
Russia

113

Kirgizstan

1

Israel

1

Belarus

6

Turkmenistan

1

Australia

1

Ukraine

8

Germany

7

Great Britain

1

Kazakhstan

2

Czech Republic

2

Canada

1

Azerbaijan

2

Poland

2

USA

6

Estonia

1

Japan

7

Netherlands

1

Lithuania

3

China

3

Total

169

2. Meetings
2.1. 2014, April, 16-19. International
Conference and young scientists
School
«Methods
of
palaeoenvironmental
researches»
Moscow, Geological Institute of
Russian Academy of Science
The International Conference «Methods of
palaeoenvironmental researches» held
April, 16-19, 2014 in the Geological
Institute RAS and was organized by
Environment Evolution Commission of
IGU, Russian Academy of Science, Moscow
State University and Russian Palynological
Commission. 148 participants from 8
countries (Russia, Germany, Ukraine,
Belorussia, Estonia, Azerbaijan, Kazakstan,
Abkhazia and Kyrgyzstan) took part in the
conference. The programme included 16
key-note lectures, 40 oral and 32 poster
presentations and 5 master classes.
The Conference was focusing on the
methodological issues of paleoecological
studies and aimed to provide a
comprehensive overview of the most current
and innovative techniques.
The main topics of the conference were
follow:
 Multy-proxy
approaches
in
palaeoecology;








Relationships between composition of
recent pollen assemblages and
vegetation; problems in interpretation
of pollen data;
Palaeoenvironmental
analysis
by
archeological studies;
Morphology of pollen and non-pollen
palynomorphs;
Methodical problems in studies of preQuaternary deposits;
Software for palaeoenvironmental data

Each topic included keynote plenary
lectures by experts in the field of
paleoecological research, short talk session
and seminars on a range of relevant
palaecology related topics, providing a
lively and comprehensive conference. The
first day of the conference consist
completely of keynote lectures on
radiocarbon, TL and OSL methods of
dating, pollen, diatom, charcoal, testate
amoeba, stable isotope data, application of
methods
from
soil
science
and
archaeological findings for reconstructions
of the environmental conditions in the past.
Attendees were exposed to new methods
currently being developed by high-profile
senior researchers, and expanded their
knowledge in traditional methods of
interpreting the results of paleoecological
studies.
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A special emphasis in the conference was
placed on data handling: chronology; data
analyses: zonation, ordination techniques,
diversity estimates, rate of change. 5
practical exercises (such as master-classes in
morphology of pollen and non-pollen
palynomorphs and software used for data
analyses) were organized in a frame of the
conference.
2.2. Future Meetings
IGU Regional Conference in Moscow, 1721 August 2015
The
IGU
Environment
evolution
Commission organize 3 special session in a
frame of this Conference
Session 1. Environment Evolution and
Human Activity in the late Quaternary
Conveners: prof. A.A. Velichko and Dr. T.
Boettger
The special session of the IGU Commission
on Environment Evolution will be focused
on the long-term studies of landscapes
evolution, climate dynamics and human
activity in different geographical regions
during the Pleistocene and the Holocene.
We invite experts from different scientific
areas to introduce new results of the
experimental and theoretical studies focused
on human-environment interactions in the
different regions of the Northern and
Southern Hemispheres in past epochs that
are based on detailed paleontological
information (pollen, macrofossil, diatoms,
etc); geomorphological data, paleolimnic
and
paleohydrological
materials,
radiocarbon dates, stable isotope data and
the evidence about beginning of human
activities. New data and results obtained
from archaeological sites and presentations
that can comprise the results of
environmental and archeological studies are
very welcome.
Session 2. Landscape dynamics and
human impacts during the last
millennium
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Conveners: Dr. T. Boettger and Dr. E.
Novenko
The session will be focused on a review of
available knowledge on the forced and
unforced climate variability and dynamics
of human-environment interactions during
the last millennium and the late Holocene.
Fruitful discussion needs presenting and
analysis of already existed data sets and
results of new observations, data from
natural archives, results of modeling
experiments, etc. One of the key scientific
questions of the session is to explain how
human activities have influenced and
changed natural ecosystems during the last
millennium and in the recent past. For
fruitful discussions we invite the specialists
in landscape ecology and palaeoecology.
The main topics of the session are:
 Local, regional and continental
reconstructions of landscape dynamics
during the last millennium using multy
proxy data collected from lakes
sediments,
peat
bogs,
trees,
speleothems and other natural archives;
 Reconstruction of climatic conditions
of the last millennium using
instrumental, documentary and natural
proxies;
 Human impacts and land use in the late
Holocene and in the recent past;
 Historical documentary sources and
their
application
for
climate
reconstructions over timescales from
the medieval period to the 20th century.
 The effect of land use / land cover
changes on landscape structure.
Session 3. Climate - vegetation interaction
under current and future climate change
scenarios
Conveners: Dr. T. Boettger and Dr. A.
Olchev
The session is aimed to bring together the
specialists working in the fields of climate,
vegetation and land use changes. Modern
climate changes have significant impact on
growth and functioning of the different plant
- 351 -

community. On the other hand, the climate
is very sensitive to land cover and vegetation
changes. What is the main mechanisms of
climate - atmosphere interactions, how the
vegetation and land use changes influence
the climate system and what is the response
of the different plant communities to climate
change are key questions for discussions in
the session. We invite to take part in the
session the specialists working in the
different scientific areas (meteorologists,
climatologists,
forest
ecologists,
paleogeographers, modeling experts, etc.)
The main topics of the session:
 Current climate and vegetation changes
 Scenarios of future climate changes
 Prediction of possible future vegetation
and land use changes under different
climate change scenarios.
 Men - climate - vegetation interaction
under climate changes.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU

The Commission work in tight collaboration
with IGU Commission of glaciology and
IGU Commission of Karst these are located
in the Institute of Geography RAS.
3.2. Collaboration
with
other
international,
intergovernmental,
and inter- and multi-disciplinary
groups in 2014
The activities of the Commission are carried
out in close cooperation with the Northern
Eurasia Earth Science Partnership Initiative
(NEESPI) that is aimed at developing an
enhanced understanding of the interactions
between the ecosystem, atmosphere, and
human dynamics in northern Eurasia.
In 2014 the Environment Evolution
Commission realized tight collaboration
with the European Dry Grassland Group
with aim to stimulate active cooperation
among scientist deal with landscape
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ecology, biodiversity, land use history,
agriculture and nature conservation.
The Environment Evolution Commission
has permanent relationship with All-Russian
non-governmental organization ‘Russian
Geographical Society”.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues
and books
Annual Newsletter of the Environment
Evolution Commission is available in
Commission’s web-site
The Environment Evolution Commission of
IGU organized a special issue of
Geographical review of Japan ser. B
dedicated to the topics of Commission’s
session in frameworks of Kyoto Regional
Conference of IGU, 4-9 August, 2013.
The title: Environment Evolution and
Human Activity in the late Quaternary:
Geographical Pattern.
The special issue of the IGU Commission on
Environment Evolution is focused on
studies of the landscapes evolution and
human activity in different geographical
regions during the Pleistocene and the
Holocene. The overall theme of the special
issue is “Quaternary Science and Society”
The special issue will be published at the end
of 2014.
The editorial members of special issue of
GRJ: Dr. Tatjana Boettger, (IGU The
Environment Evolution Commission Chair),
Dr. Yoshiki Wakabayashi (Editor in chief of
GRJ), Dr. Elena Novenko, (IGU The
Environment
Evolution
Commission
Secretary), Dr. Masashi Takada (Editor of
GRJ), Dr. Hideaki Maemoku (Editor of
GRJ), Dr. Hideki Saijo (Editor of GRJ), , Dr.
Toshihiko Sugai (Liaison for the
Environment
Evolution
Commission
session at IGU 2013 Kyoto conference)
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Content of the special issue:
1. K. Matsunaga. Balancing Afforestation
with Grain Production and Water Use
for Sustainable Effects of Soil
Conservation in the Chinese Loess
Plateau
2. N. Nagumo, T. Sugai, S. Kubo. Flood
Geomorphology and Characteristics of
Modern Channel Bars in the Lower
Stung Sen River, Cambodia
3. N. Sasaki and T. Sugai. Distribution and
Development Processes of Wetlands on
Landslides in the Hachimantai Volcanic
Group, NE Japan
4. A. Oltchev and G. Gravenhors. Effects
of climate changes on net ecosystem
exchange
of
CO2
and
evapotranspiration of a tropical rain
forest.

5.

6.

E. Novenko. The middle and late
Holocene vegetation and climate
history of the forest-steppe ecotone area
in the central part of European Russia
O. Rudenko and E. Taldenkova.
Holocene vegetation and climate
history of the Cheshskaya Bay Region,
SE Barents Sea, inferred from the first
pollen archives.

4.2. Commission website
The current accurate URL
commission’s web site is:

of

the

http://eecomm.org
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C12.10 Gender and Geography
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair:
Assoc Prof Shirlena Huang
Department of Geography
National University of Singapore
Kent Ridge Crescent
SINGAPORE
Email: geoslena@nus.edu.sg
Treasurer:
Assoc Prof Holly M. Hapke
Department of Geography
East Carolina University
Greenville, NC 27858
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
E-mail: hapkeh@ecu.edu
Dr Mireia Baylina
Departament de Geografia
Facultat de Lletres, Edifici B
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona
08193 Bellaterra
SPAIN
Email: Mireia.Baylina@uab.es
Dr Orna Blumen
Faculty of Social Welfare and Health
Sciences
University of Haifa
Mount Carmel, 31905
ISRAEL
Email: ornab@researach.haifa.ac.il
Assoc Prof Anindita Datta
Department of Geography
Delhi School of Economics
University of Delhi
Delhi-110007
INDIA
Email: anindita.dse@gmail.com
Dr Claire Dwyer
Department of Geography

University College London
26 Bedford Way
London WC1H 0AP,
UNITED KINGDOM
Email: c.dwyer@geog.ucl.ac.uk
Professor Lynda Johnston
Geography Programme
University of Waikato
Private Bag 3105
Hamilton
NEW ZEALAND
E-mail: lyndaj@waikato.ac.nz
Professor Ragnhild Lund
Department of Geography
Norwegian University of Science and
Technology
Trondheim, 7491 Dragvoll
NORWAY
Email: ragnhild.lund@sut.ntnu.no
Professor Ann Oberhauser
Women’s Studies/Geography
West Virginia University
218 Eiesland Hall
PO Box 6450
Morgantown, WV 26506-6450
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Email:ann.oberhauser@mail.wvu.edu
Prof. Dr. Anke Strüver
Institut für Geographie
Universität Hamburg
Bundesstraße 55
D-20146 Hamburg
GERMANY
Email: struever@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de
Prof. Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg
Dipartimento di Scienze Umane per la
Formazione "Riccardo Massa"
University of Milan-Bicocca
Piazza dell'Ateneo Nuovo 1
20126, Milan
ITALY
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E-mail: marcella.schmidt@ unimib.it
Dra. Joseli Maria Silva
State University of Ponta Grossa
Department of Geography
Avenida General Carlos Cavalcanti, 4748.

Bloco L . Campus Uvaranas
Ponta Grossa, Paraná
BRAZIL
CP: 84030-900
Email: joseli.genero@gmail.com

1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of corresponding members by country:
Argentina

9

Georgia

2

Mexico

10

South Africa

11

Australia

22

Germany

21

Myanmar

1

South Korea

1

Austria

2

Ghana

1

Netherlands

9

Spain

39

Bangladesh

1

Greece

1

New Zealand

20

Sri Lanka

1

Belgium

3

Hungary

4

Nigeria

2

Sweden

8

Brazil

23

Iceland

3

Norway

7

Switzerland

18

Bulgaria

1

India

69

Poland

4

Taiwan

4

Canada

31

Ireland

3

Portugal

7

Thailand

2

China

4

Israel

11

Romania

4

Turkey

3

Colombia

3

Italy

18

Russian F

2

UK

58

Czech R

3

Jamaica

2

Saudi Arabia

1

Uruguay

1

Finland

8

Japan

21

Singapore

7

USA

89

France

12

Kenya

3

Slovakia

1

Unknown

82

As of December 2014, the Commission’s
listserv includes over 670 subscribers
representing at least 51 countries. This is an
increase of 21.5% since January 2012 (when
there were 554 subscribers). New members
have been gained through Business
Meetings held at each IGU Congress and
pre-conference held in the last few years.
In terms of nationality, the specific national
origins of about 15% of the Commission’s
subscribers cannot be identified since they
use addresses such as Gmail, Hotmail and
Yahoo. In terms of individual countries, the
largest representations continue to be from
the US (13.2%), India (10.3%), the UK
(8.6%), Spain (5.8%) and Canada(4.6%),
while moderate participation levels are
found in Brazil, Australia, New Zealand,
Germany, Italy, Switzerland and Japan
(each comprising between 2.7% and 3.4% of

the Commission’s members). Participation
in the listserv continue to be lowest in
Eastern Europe (including Russia), East
Asia (except Japan), Southeast Asia (other
than Singapore) and Africa, with only a
handful of subscribers in each of these
regions (but it should be borne in mind that
these are the regions in which subscribers
are also more likely to use Gmail, Hotmail
and Yahoo addresses).
Notably, Japanese, South Asian and Latin
American
membership
has
grown
substantially over the last few years as a
result of workshops the Commission have
held there. Brazilian scholars continue to
contribute regular entries (at least 20 per
issue) to the Newsletter bibliography from
the trilingual (Portuguese, Spanish English)
electronic gender journal they began
publishing in 2011.
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National and regional representation on the
Steering Committee is strong: 5 members
are from different parts of Western Europe
(including the UK), 2 are from the US, and
1 each from Australia/New Zealand, Latin
America, the Middle East, South Asia, and
Southeast Asia.
Twice each year, list members receive a
newsletter via the Gender and Geography
Commission’s listserv
(igugender@list.arzona,edu) with reports of
activities of members and a substantial
multilingual bibliography, with the full
newsletter issued in English, French, and
Spanish Information is also circulated about
other relevant conferences and the
newsletter is additionally sent to the USbased geogfem listserv (almost 600
subscribers) and to the British gender and
feminist geography listserv
(grgrs@jiscmail.ac.uk). Additionally, the
newsletter is archived on the Commission's
website
(http://igugender.socsci.uva.nl/)
with issues dating from 1988 to the present.

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings in 2014
IGU Gender Commission Pre-conference
Workshop on The Gendering of New
Realities: Unequal Challenges and
Responsibilities, University of Warsaw,
16-17 August 2014
No. of participants: 30+ (15 presentations)
Organisers: Bogumiła Lisocka-Jaegermann
(University of Warsaw) and Mirosław
Grochowski
(University of Warsaw)
Summary of topics addressed:
15 researchers presented their findings over
4 thematic sessions: “Gendered/Feminist
Perspectives on Knowledge Production”,
“Women, Work and the Market”,
“Negotiating Gendered Spaces and
Representations” (2 panels) and “Gendered
Participation and Public Policy” (2 panels).

Among the leading issues debated were:
- the presence of women among
academics in geography and conditions
of their research activities in deferent
contexts (with case studies presented on
Japan, Brazil and Poland);
- methodological and ethical problems
related
not
only to
feminist
geographical research, but also more
generally to social research conducted
in ‘othered’ cultural settings (such as
among indigenous women in Mexico,
and aboriginal groups in Australia);
- the strength of gendered stereotypes and
representations in shaping everyday
practices and male and female
behaviour in public spaces, particularly
the role of the media in their
propagation and perpetuation;
- patterns of public involvement and
activities between men and women in
different societies; and
- women’s access to the labour market in
times of economic crises and/or
economic and political transformation.
Insights and implications:
The Warsaw workshop was particularly
significant because it was the first academic
meeting devoted to gender dimension of
geographical research held in Poland.
The papers raised many questions and
stimulated active discussion on a range of
important issues around the theme of
unequal
gendered
challenges
and
responsibilities.
In particular, it was
recognized that more work is still needed in
the following areas: the way institutional
factors frame how gender geographers do
research, what they look at, and where they
publish; as well as a greater need for
feminist participatory research, especially
vis-à-vis marginalised groups and other
overlooked gendered issues in society.
The workshop discussions ended with the
idea of a series of reports on the state of
gender/feminist geography research and
researchers in different parts of the world,
focusing on describing the diverse
conditions that shape gender/feminist
357
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geography research in different national,
regional and institutional contexts.
Seminar on Latin American Geography,
Gender and Sexualities, Porto Velho,
Rondônia, Brazil, 8-12 October 2014
No. of participants: 159 (>90 presentations)
Organisers: Maria das Graças Silva
Nascimento Silva (University of Rondônia)
and Joseli Maria Silva* (State University of
Ponta Grossa)
*Steering Committee member of the Gender
Commission
Summary of topics addressed:
There were three key sub-themes within the
broader theme of the conference: Space,
sexualities
and
intersectionalities;
Knowledge, body and
intersectionalities;
and
Genders
in
movement: space, race, age and class.
There was also a public presentation of the
researcher network “REGGSILA” (Iberian
and Latin American Network of Geography,
Gender and Sexuality). The network’s goal
is to facilitate the meeting of researchers
working in this academic field to increase
and deepen the communication amongst
them.
Insights and implications:
The conference contributed to a useful
discussion of the theoretical and
methodological
aspects
of
gender,
sexualities and intersectionality within Latin
American Geography.
In particular,
because of the focus on spatial aspects, the
discussions deepened the production of
scientific knowledge co-relating gender and
sexualities with the foundational concepts of
geography.
The conference also strengthened the
relationship
between
national
and
international research groups, as well as
among researchers from different countries
and institutions on gender and sexualities
(while most of the participants were from
Brazil, there were also participants from

Chile, Colombia, Germany, Mexico,
Portugal, Spain and the UK).
The next meeting will take place at the
beginning of 2017 in Goiânia, Goiás, Brazil.
International Conference on Reorienting
Gender: Geographies of Resistance,
Agency, Violence and Desire in Asia,
University of Delhi, 19-21 November 2014
No. of participants: 100+ (26 presentations
and 2 keynotes)
Organiser: Anindita Datta* (University of
Delhi)
*Steering Committee member of the Gender
Commission
Summary of topics addressed:
26 papers were presented in 9 technical
sessions on the following themes: Everyday
Geographies of Violence and Desire in NW
India; Everyday Geographies of Resistance
and Agency in Contested Spaces; Religion
Culture and Patriarchal Control in Urban
Spaces; Health Healing and Agency;
Mapping Work, Well Being and Agency;
Geographies of Desire in Real and Imagined
Spaces; Gendered Agency and Everyday
Geographies of the Home Space; Reading
Cityscapes for Agency; and Meaning,
Violence and Opportunity in Micro-spaces.
All the papers maintained a thematic
coherence in line with the overall conference
theme of reorienting gender to highlight
resistance and agency.
The conference included a half-day
workshop on “Feminist Methodology and
Emerging Research on Gender”.
Insights and implications:
The 3-day conference saw intense
deliberations on gender and space in Asian
contexts. The event also provided an
important space for senior and junior
scholars from 9 countries to network.
A particularly significant aspect of the
conference was the running of the
“Workshop on Feminist Methodology and
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Emerging Research on Gender”, which was
targeted at early career researchers. It
included interactive sessions with senior
scholars sharing their knowledge and
experiences of feminist methodologies,
including visual methodologies. The
workshop was a direct outcome of
discussions of the IGU Gender Commission
in Kyoto where it was agreed that the
Commission would provide funds up to
USD 1,000 to support the running of
workshops in countries of the Global South
to train feminist geographers and result in
the consciousness-raising of gender issues in
these countries.
Note: The Gender Commission also
organized a total of 13 sessions, including 3
joint sessions (with the Commissions of
Geography of Tourism, Leisure and Global
Change;
Political
Geography;
and
Sustainability of Rural Systems) at the main
IGU Regional Conference in Krakow, 18-22
August 2014.
The Commission also
organized a poster session and Business
Meeting in Krakow.
2.2. Future Meetings
Conference: Gendered Rights to the City:
Intersections of Identity and Power (AAG &
IGU Gender Commission Pre-Conference
Event)
Venue:
University
of
WisconsinMilwaukee, Milwaukee, USA
Date: 19-20 April 2015
Organisers from IGU: Holly Hapke (East
Carolina
University),
Janice
Monk
(University of Arizona), Ann Oberhauser
(West Virginia University)*
Focus of the Conference: The conference
will focus on the gendered experiences of
race/ethnicity/religion within the broader
contexts
of
urbanization,
immigration/cultural
diversity,
and
economic restructuring.

American
Geographers’
(AAG)
“Geographic Perspective on Women”
(GPOW) group and the Department of
Geography, University of WisconsinMilwaukee
*All are members/Steering Committee
members of the IGU Gender Commission

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU

The Commission co-organised three
sessions with the following IGU
Commissions at the Krakow Regional
Meeting in August 2014. These were:
 Session on “Gender and Tourism” (5
papers), with C12.15 Commission on
Geography of Tourism, Leisure, and
Global Change
 Session on “Gender, Human Rights and
Citizenship” (4 papers), with C12.33
Political Geography Commission
 Session on “Food Chains and the 3 S
(Sovereignty,
Safety
and
Sustainability)” (3 papers), with C12.35
Commission on Sustainability of Rural
Systems.
with
other
3.2. Collaboration
international,
intergovernmental,
and inter- and multi-disciplinary
groups
Various steering committee as well as
ordinary members of the Commission
regularly attend and organize conference
sessions with other international and multidisciplinary groups, including the main
association conferences in the US and UK.
For example, members presented research
and organized joint paper sessions at both
the Association of American Geography and
Royal Geographical Society (with the
Institute
of
British
Geographers)
conferences in 2014.

Collaborative Network: The conference will
be co-organized with the Association of
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3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC
(International
Social
Science
Council) and with ICSU (the
International Council for Science)
programs
Robyn Longhurst, immediate past Chair of
the Gender Commission, continues as a
member of the Steering Committee of the
International Year of Understanding
(IYGU) and to head the IYGU continental
secretariat for Oceania.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters
The Commission on Gender and
Geography’s biennial newsletter was
published in May and November 2014.
It is edited by Professor Janice Monk and
sent to the Commission’s 670+ plus
members. The biennial newsletter (issued in
English, French and Spanish) forms an
important
worldwide
communication
medium. Each issue (averaging 6-10 pages)

conveys information on past and future
meetings of the Commission, meetings
organised by national and regional groups of
feminist geographers, institutional events
and
personal
research
activities,
publications
and
achievements
of
Commission members.
The newsletter’s reach extends beyond the
Commission and the IGU’s usual
communication channels, as it is also
uploaded onto Geogfem and the British
Women in Geography Study Group list,
while part of the newsletters is translated in
German and incorporated in GeoRundbrief,
a newsletter which links those interested in
gender themes in geography in Germanspeaking countries.
All issues of the IGU Gender Commission’s
newsletters, beginning with No. 1,
November 1988, are available on the
Commission’s web site.
4.2. Commission website
http://igugender.socsci.uva.nl/
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C12.11 Geographical Education
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Joop van der Schee (Co-Chair)
Professor of Geographical Education
Faculty of Geosciences
Utrecht University
Faculty of Earth and Life Sciences
VU University Amsterdam
The Netherlands
Email: j.a.vander.schee@vu.nl
John Lidstone (Co-Chair)
Adjunct Professor
Faculty of Education
Queensland University of Technology
Queensland 4059, Australia
Email: j.lidstone@qut.edu.au
Clare Brooks (Exec. Secretary)
Senior Lecturer in Geography Education
Institute of Education
University of London
20 Bedford Way, London WC1H 0AL, UK
Email: C.Brooks@ioe.ac.uk
Michael Solem (Treasurer)
Educational Affairs Director
Association of American Geographers
1710 Sixteenth Street NW
Washington, DC 20009-3198, USA
Email: msolem@aag.org
Daniela Schmeinck
Professor Institute of Primary Science and
Social Sciences
University of Cologne
Immermannstraße 49-51; 50931 Köln
Germany
Email: Daniela.Schmeinck@uni-koeln.de
Ali Demirci
Associate Professor and Head of the
Department of Geography
Fatih University

34500, Istanbul, Turkey
Email: ademirci@fatih.edu.tr
Fernando Alexandre
Geography Coordinator - Department of
Social Sciences
S. João do Estoril High School & Education
and Development Research Unit
Faculty of Sciences and Technology
Lisbon Rua Brito Camacho
2769-501 Estoril, Portugal
Email: fernando.alexandre@essje.pt
Osvaldo Muniz-Solari
Professor of Geography
Texas State University
San Marcos, TX 78666, USA
Email: o.muniz@txstate.edu
Ivy Tan
Associate Professor Humanities & Social
Studies Education Academic Group
National Institute of Education,
Nanyang Technological University
Singapore
1 Nanyang Walk, Singapore 637616
Email: ivy.tan@nie.edu.sg
Sirpa Tani
Professor of Geography and Environmental
Education
University of Helsinki
P.O. Box 9, FI-00014, Finland
Email: sirpa.tani@helsinki.fi
Eje Kim
Department of Social Studies Education
Gyeongin National University of Education
430-040 San 6-8 Seoksu-Dong
Manan-Gu, Anyang-Si Gyonggi
South Korea
Email: hockie44@hotmail.com
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1.2. Corresponding Members

The Commission has continued to place
The
Commission
on
Geographical
special attention on making contact with
Education has members through a) those
geographical educators in areas of the world
who attend its Symposia and IGU regional
not previously represented in our network
conferences
and
congresses;
b)
including Africa, the Middle East, East Asia
corresponding members who while unable
and Latin and South America. In particular
to attend regular meetings, participate in the
we draw attention to our outreach in
various publishing and research activities;
Bangladesh, Belarus, Botswana, Egypt,
and c) those who participate in the work of
Ethiopia, Iceland, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho,
the Commission through the Commission
Nigeria and the Philippines and our success
Journal, International Research In
in attracting women representatives from
less developed countries. In the current
Geographical
And
Environmental
Education (IRGEE). The Commission
reporting period we have also re-established
currently has regular communication with
contacts with geographical educators in
769 (up from 689 in 2013) people in 79 (up
India, Spain and more generally in South
from 75 in 2013) identified countries. The
America.
breakdown of the current mailing list as of
6th December 2014 is as shown in Figure 1
below.
Number of corresponding members by country as of December 2014
Argentina

3

Egypt

1

Malaysia

6

South Africa

20

Armenia

1

Eire

10

Malta

3

Spain

8

Australia

46

Estonia

2

Mexico

4

Sweden

13

Austria

4

Ethiopia

1

Mongolia

1

Switzerland

18

Bangladesh

1

Finland

21

Nepal

1

Taiwan

2

Belarus

2

France

4

Netherlands

23

Thailand

1

Belgium

5

Germany

62

New Zealand

21

Trinidad

1

Botswana

2

Greece

4

Nigeria

3

Tunisia

1

Brazil

2

Hungary

13

Norway

7

Turkey

29

Bulgaria

3

Iceland

2

Oman

2

Ukraine

1

Cambodia

1

Indonesia

1

Pakistan

2

3

Canada

15

India

11

Philippines

1

Chile
China - Hong
Kong
China - PRC

6

Iran

2

Poland

15

Ulster – UK
United Arab
Emirates
United Kingdom

106

11

Israel

13

Portugal

9

USA

81

6

Italy

8

Romania

2

Venezuela

1

China - Taiwan

6

Japan

32

Russia

6

Vietnam

2

Croatia

2

Kenya

2

16

Zimbabwe

1

Cyprus

1

Kyrgystan

1

1

Unknown

6

Czechia

19

Latvia

1

Singapore
Slovak
Republic
Slovenia

4

Total

769

Denmark

8

Lesotho

1

South Korea

8

2
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2. Meetings
The
Commission
on
Geographical
Education engages with its constituency
through five forms of meetings:
-

-

-

Special sessions arranged with local
organisers as part of IGU Congresses
and Regional meetings;
Symposia arranged by local organisers
from within the Commission specific to
the Commission;
Face to face meetings of the Steering
Group(+10) to which all interested
parties are invited to attend conducted
at an appropriate time during or
immediately before or after IGU
Congresses or Conferences and
Commission Symposia;
Virtual meetings conducted primarily
for the Steering Group and Advisory
Panel using various forms of internet
collaborative software; and of particular
note in the current reporting period
Special
meetings
with
other
organisations and working parties for
specific purposes.

More than hundred colleagues presented
papers or posters within the sessions
conducted by the Commission. We are very
grateful to our Polish colleague Anita
Bokwa and her colleagues who are doing a
wonderful job in organising a professional
and exciting programme.
Of particular significance during this
meeting was the workshop on: "Improving
your presentation skills: a video-training for
young geographers".
2.2. Progress on Programmes of Work
established in 2012 for 2012-2016
The Steering Committee of the Commission
identified seven international projects for
the period 2012-2016. Details of each of the
projects are below:
1.

Creating a Geography Education
Doctoral and PhD collection to
enhance
our
knowledge
about
geographical
and
environmental
education. The collation from around
the world of the authors, titles,
publishers and abstracts of successful
doctoral theses and PhD studies in
geographical
and
environmental
education, (from all nations and in
national languages) will be brought
together in an on-line list on the
IGUCGE website available for
everyone. The abstracts should be in
English and between 100 and 300
words. The coordinators of this work
are Ivy Tan, Eje Kim and John Lidstone
who are liaising with the British
Subcommittee of the IGU.CGE which
is also working in this area. Ivy Tan has
created a template for such a data base
and now invites colleagues to populate
it.

2.

The preparation of a digital list of
significant papers, books or chapters
on geographical education to help
those who want to read about research
and development in geography
education. We are planning to publish

2.1. Reports on major academic meetings
The major academic meeting of the
Commission during the December 2013 –
December 2014 period was the Regional
Conference held in Krakow from 17-22
August 2014. The main theme of the
conference was ‘Changes, Challenges and
Responsibilities’ and guided by this overall
schema, the Commission on Geographical
Education planned four streams:
 Changes,
Challenges
and
Responsibilities
in
the
school
geography curriculum;
 Changing practices in geography
education: meeting the challenges of the
future;
 Research findings and challenges in
geography education; and
 IGU, EUGEO and EUROGEO, a
challenging network of geographers in
education.
- 362 -
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this list on our website next summer.
The coordinators of this work are
Daniela Schmeinck, Sirpa Tani and
Joop van der Schee who are collecting
existing lists of publications. Prof.
Simon Catling and others helped to
make this list which will be published
as a draft before the end of 2014 at the
website of the commission.
3.

The drafting of an edited book on
geography education practice and
research. This idea was proposed by
Michael Solem and Simon Catling on
“Rethinking Geography Education:
International Perspectives on Scholarly
Practices” for a series published by
Springer. The coordinators of this work
are Michel Solem, Clare Brooks and
John Lidstone.

4.

The preparation of a review
publication on geospatial practices
and lessons learned. The coordinators
of this work are Ali Demirci, Osvaldo
Muniz and Joop van der Schee. They
organised a for a book with 18 chapters
with the title “Geospatial technologies
and geography education in a changing
world”. Many colleagues participated in
writing these chapters. The book is
ready for publication now and will be
published by Springer in 2015.

5.

The setting up of geographical
education
‘Virtual
geography
communities of practice’. This
proposal would encourage and enable
geography educators in various parts of
the world to engage and work together,
communicating with each other and
sharing materials such as curricula,
individual lessons, learning objects and
assessment items, virtually. This
includes also promotion materials for
geography as an essential part of
education at all levels. The coordinators
of this work are Daniela Schmeinck, Ali
Demirci, Clare Brooks and Michael
Solem.

6.

Support and connect early career
researchers in geography education
internationally. A further proposal
associated with (1) above relates to a
scholarly
analysis
of
the
implementation of the scholarly process
itself in the context of international
doctoral
work
in
geographical
education. Such a study would intend to
enhance both quality and quantity of
international research in geographical
education. The coordinators of this
work are Fernando Alexandre, Sirpa
Tani, John Lidstone.

7.

Support
the
International
Geographical Union Commission on
Geographical Education Olympiad as
an important way to promote
geography, to stimulate understanding
between young people and to help to
improve the quality of school
geography worldwide. High-achieving
students and geography educators from
thirty-six countries competed in
Krakow 2014: Australia, Belarus,
Belgium, Bulgaria, China-Beijing,
China-Hong Kong, China-Macau,
China-Taipei, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany,
Hungary,
Indonesia,
Japan,
Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico,
Mongolia, Montenegro, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nigeria, Poland,
Romania, Russia, Serbia, Singapore,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey, United
Kingdom and USA. With official
observers from Argentina, Armenia,
Iran, Switzerland and Thailand also
attending, we look forward to more
countries participating in the future.

2.3. New Projects of Work established in
2014
International Declaration on Research in
Geography Education: The Commission
has begun work at the behest of the British
sub-committee on this Declaration. The
draft executive summary states:
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The
Commission
on
Geographical
Education
of
the
International
Geographical Union [IGU-CGE] strongly
commends the value of research in
geography education. Such research is vital
to inform, to underpin and to evaluate
progress in geography education. This
declaration supports previous Charters and
Declarations of the IGU in their aim to
encourage the teaching and learning of
geography to flourish worldwide, to the
benefit of citizens, societies and
international relations.
The Declaration is currently being discussed
internationally by its stakeholders and when
agreed by the Commission will be presented
either in Moscow (2015) or Beijing (2016).
Academic Publishing: As noted above,
Stefan Einarsson from Springer spoke to the
Business meeting of the Commission in
Krakow about the current situation of
academic publishing. Recently they have
changed their policy on publishing research
monographs. Selling books are no longer an
issue, as they are more concerned with ebook packages (ie, libraries buy packages
from publishers that include e-books and ejournals), and the number of people that read
a publication (rather than buy it). The policy
is therefore open to publishing more niche
research. While the Commission has been
very successful in the past in publishing its
work through international publishers, the
Steering group is currently exploring the
potential of these changes and hopes to
appoint series editors to oversee further
developments of Commission sponsored
publication.
A New International Charter on
Geographical Education for the 21st
Century: The collaboration with other
international groups in the field of
geography and education 2014 resulted in
meetings of IGU, EUGEO and EUROGEO
in Rome, Utrecht, Malta and Krakow. At
these meetings the idea was launched to
develop an International Charter on
Geographical Education for the 21st
Century. In the autumn of 2014 several

experts in the field of geography education
gave their opinion about an International
Charter on Geographical Education for the
21st Century: Prof. Sarah Bednarz (US),
Prof. Ivy Tan (Singapore), Prof. Gregor Falk
(Germany), Prof. David Lambert (UK) and
Prof. Rob van der Vaart (NL). Their
suggestions will be used to write a first draft
of a new draft of an International Charter on
Geographical Education for the 21st
Century in 2015. This draft will be written
in close collaboration with groups all over
the world focusing on geography education
(including the South East Asia Geographical
Association and others).
International
Year
of
Global
Understanding: Prof. Benno Werlen took
the initiative to organise an International
Year of Global Understanding for 2016 and
currently we believe that the United Nation
will proclaim 2016 as the International Year
of Global Understanding (IYGU). During
the 2015 IGU congress in Moscow a special
session will be organised by Prof. Benno
Werlen (IYGU) and the IGU Commission
on Geographical Education to discuss the
role geography education can play in
international understanding.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU

In Kyoto 2013 the Commission participated
in a joint session about academic teaching
organised by IGU vice-president Joos
Droogleever-Fortuijn who is the liaison in
the IGU Executive for education. The
Commission agreed to offer full support for
a new IGU initiative focusing on academic
teaching in geography and submitted a
formal proposal for how such an initiative
might be implemented. As a result, the
Krakow conference included a special
workshop on: "Improving your presentation
skills: a video-training for young
geographers".
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3.2. Collaboration
with
other
international,
intergovernmental,
and inter- and multi-disciplinary
groups
As noted in our 2013 Report, the
Commission observed a proliferation of new
professional bodies and publications
focussed on geographical education in
Europe. In order to avoid unnecessary
duplication and division of effort, the
Commission worked with IGU President
Vladimir Kolossov to arrange a meeting in
Rome in September 2013 which resulted in
the Rome Declaration on Geographical
Education
Subsequently, the Commission facilitated a
follow up meeting to develop a Road Map
for Geography Education in Europe meeting
in February 2014 in Utrecht, the
Netherlands, attended by Van der Schee and
Brooks (IGU-CGE) and the president of the
IGU (Kolossov), the president of
EUROGEO (Donert) and the president of
EUGEO (Ottens).
This Utrecht meeting was followed by a
further discussion in Malta in May 2014
where a group of 40 stakeholders listened to
short addresses from the president of the
IGU (Kolossov), the president of
EUROGEO (Donert) and the president of
EUGEO (Ottens) before engaging in a
meaningful
discussion
on
the
implementation of the Rome Declaration
and future collaborations.
Most recently, a fourth meeting was held in
Krakow in August 2014 in a EUGEO
meeting and in an IGU meeting again
including participation of the president of
the IGU (Kolossov), the president of
EUROGEO (Donert) and the president of
EUGEO (Ottens) at which a group of around
30 people continued the discussion and
agreed that the issues required wider
engagement at an international level through
the auspices of the IGU and its Commission
on Geographical Education, for example by

closer collaboration with the South East
Asia Geographical Association (SEAGA).
The issues involved in these discussions
have been discussed in two publications of
the Commission led by Co-chair of the
IGU.CGE, Prof Joop Van Der Schee:
- van der Schee, J. 2014. "Looking for an
international strategy for geography
education" J-Reading 1(3) 9-14.
- van der Schee, J. Lidstone, J. and
Brooks, C. 2014. “Towards an
international approach for geography
education”. Geographia Polonica 87(2)
213-2209-14.
WIKIGEO is an initiative of the
Commission on Geographical Education
(CGE) of the International Geographical
Union (IGU) organised by Henk Trimp and
Joop van der Schee (VU University
Amsterdam, The Netherlands). Geographers
in education from across the world are
invited to share information on the
geography education of 5-18 year olds in
their country through an on-line
questionnaire.
3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC
(International
Social
Science
Council) and with ICSU (the
International Council for Science)
programs
The
Commission
on
Geographical
Education endorses and promotes the goals
of the Cultures and Civilizations for Human
Development (CCHD) initiative which are
1) to adopt approaches and undertake
actions for valuing cultural identities and
encouraging inter-cultural and intercivilizational cooperation, with a view
toward pursuing the Millennium goals
concerned with social concerns, and helping
the operation of UNESCO conventions
pertaining to intangible cultural heritage,
cultural identities and manifestations of
cultural diversity; and 2) to propose to the
United Nations the proclamation of an
international year on inter-cultural and inter-
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civilizational collaboration
development.

for

human

4.1. Journals

Muniz Solari, O. Demirci, A & Schee. J. van
der (2015 in print) Geospatial Technologies
and Geography Education in a Changing
World.
Dordrecht.
Springer
(This
publication has been facilitated by IGU Vice
President Prof. Dr. Singh

The Commission continues to publish
International Research in Geographical
and Environmental Education (IRGEE)
through Taylor and Francis. ISSN: 10382046. IRGEE is published four times a year

van der Schee, J. 2014. "Looking for an
international strategy for geography
education" J-Reading 1(3) 9-14. (http://jreading.org/index.php/geography/article/vie
w/67/70)

The edited volume of selected papers from
the 2012 Cologne meeting was published in
February 2014 as:

van der Schee, J. Lidstone, J. and Brooks, C.
2014. “Towards an international approach
for geography education”. Geographia
Polonica 87(2) 213-2209-14.

4. Publications

Schmeinck, D., Lidstone, J. (Hrsg.) (2014):
Standards and Research in Geography
Education – Current Trends and
International Issues. Berlin. Mensch und
Buch.
The volume includes 11 papers and a metaanalysis of current issues and foci in
geographical education emanating from the
Freiburg and Cologne IGU.CGE meetings
of 2012.)

4.2. Commission website
The current web site of the Commission on
Geographical Education may be found at:
http://www.igu-cge.org/
The website includes archived Newsletters
as well as current details of all projects,
publications and proposals.
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C12.12 Geographic Information Science
1. Membership
The Geographic information Science
Commission (GC) currently has 15
members. The number has been stable since
the past report. Seven of the GC members
are reaching the ends of their allowed terms
and we have begun the process of finding
new members and increasing the number of
members. The following list provides the
members’ names, institutional affiliations
and countries.

Salvemini, Mauro
University of Rome - 1
Italy
Schuurman, Nadine
Simon Fraser University
Canada
Shariff, Abdul Rashid Bin Mohamed
Universiti Putra Malaysia
Malaysia

Lees, Brian
The University of New South Wales at the
Australian Defence Force Academy
Australia

Sivertun
MVI/MTA Swedish National
Defence College
Sweden

Chengu, Zhou
Chinese Academy of Sciences
China

Andrey Medvedev
Institute of Geography
Russian Academy of Sciences
Russia

Benenson, Itzhak
Tel-Aviv University
Israel
Jean-Paul Bord
University of Montpellier
France
Francis Harvey
University of Minnesota
USA
Kumaran, Thangavelu
University of Madras
India
Geertman, Stan
University of Utrecht
The Netherlands
Roosaare, Juri
University of Talinn
Estonia

Vozenilek, Vit
Palacky University
Czech Republic
In 2015, in advance of membership terms
ending in 2016, a change in the organization
of the
commission shall
expand
membership. Instead of use of the term
commissioners to designate members, we
will
become
a
member-orientated
organization with a standing committee that
provides leadership. The detailed distinction
involves the following points: Members
receive and can share information with other
members related to the commission’s
international engagement with GIScience.
Members also belong to a pool of experts to
draw on for reviews of materials submitted
to commission for publication under its
auspices. Standing-committee members are
involved in discussions and decisions about
activities and priorities for the commission
and participate regularly in IGU-sponsored
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events (conferences, workshops, congresses,
etc). This new organization arrangement
parallels the organization of many scientific
committees and assures a core of active
members involved more intricately in the
commission on international issues of
research, teaching, and outreach.
We hope the change helps the commission
and IGU better reach geographers around
the world working on GIScience and GIS
research. We will discuss specifics of the
changes and implementation at the
GIScience business meeting at the Moscow
regional conference in August 2015.

2. Meetings
The GC organized Spatial Data Handling
(SDH) in 2014 conjointly with the IGU
Commission on Modelling Geographical
Systems and with ISPRS as the Joint
International Conference on Geospatial
Theory, Processing, Modelling and
Applications, held in Toronto. Canada from
6-8 October. The local conference
organization was aptly handled by Prof.
Songnian Li and his staff and students from
Ryerson University in Toronto.
Over three days participants discussed a
range of topics in 93 paper presentations and
12 posters. Three keynotes provided anchors
for discussions. While attendance remained
low, due to overlaps with two other GISrelated conferences at the same time in
Canada and the temporal proximity to other
international GIScience conferences, both
members of IGU and ISPRS found the joint
conference to be a fruitful foundation for
future successful conferences.

3. Networking
With the Spatial Analysis commission and
Applied Geography commissions we have
collaborated on the organization of sessions
at IGU regional conferences and also
worked to maintain and deepen exchanges
between our commissions’ members.
Collaboration with ISPRS commenced in
2014 and we plan to more regularly share
information.
Also,
the
GIScience
commission is supporting a proposal in ICA
to create a commission on Cartographic
Semantics. The scope of the commission
involves the creation of an international
platform to support research on cartographic
and geographic information ontologies and
data sharing using web 3.0 standards and
approaches, esp. linked data and RDF.

4. Publications
The proceedings from the 2014 SDH
conferences will again be published by
Springer Verlag in the Geographical
Information Series. It contains 19 papers
that were selectively reviewed in a doubleblind process by at least two reviewers.
These papers were also presented at the Joint
Conference in Toronto and have gone
through additional reviews, editing, and
preparation for this signature publication of
the GIScience commission. We are happy
that colleagues in the IGU commission on
Modeling Geographical Systems have been
involved throughout the process.

While the 2016 SDH conference in Beijing,
on the weekend before the IGU conference,
will be organized solely by IGU
organizations, the 2018 meeting should
again be jointly organized. Planning of the
event, led by Chengu, Zhou, Professor at the
Chinese Academy of Science, has
commenced.
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C12.13 Geography of Governance
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Ján Buček
Department of Human Geography and
Demography
Comenius University
Bratislava, SLOVAKIA
Email: bucek@fns.uniba.sk
Eiki Berg
University of Tartu
Faculty of Social Sciences
Tartu, ESTONIA
Email: eiki.berg@ut.ee
Christine Bichsel
Department of Geography
University of Berne
Bern, SWITZERLAND
Email: cbichsel@yahoo.com
Futamura Taro
International Institute of American Studies
Doshisha University
Kyoto, JAPAN
Email: tfutamur@mail.doshisha.ac.jp
Tomasz Kaczmarek
Institute of Socio-Economic Geography and
Spatial Management

Adam Mickiewicz University
Poznan, POLAND
Email: tomkac@amu.edu.pl
Shannon O'Lear
Department of Geography
University of Kansas,
Lawrence, KS, USA
Email: olear@ku.edu
Pushkar K. Pradhan
Central
Department
of
Geography
Tribhuvan University
Kathmandu, NEPAL
E-mail: pushkar.pr@gmail.com
Andrew Ryder
Department of Geography
University of Portsmouth
Hants, GREAT BRITAIN
E-mail: andrew.ryder@port.ac.uk
Carlos Nunes Silva
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning
Universidade de Lisboa
Lisbon, PORTUGAL
E-mail: cnsilva@fl.ul.pt
Xiaohong Zhang
Institute of Chinese Historical Geography
Fudan University
Shanghai, CHINA
E-mail: zhangxiaohong@fudan.edu.cn
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1.2. Corresponding Members
The Commission membership seems quite stable, but there are minor changes in composition of
corresponding members each year. As long-term working Commission our old members are in
retirement age, or unfortunately, each year we some members that passed away.
Number of commission members by country as of December 2014:
Argentina

5

Czech Rep

17

Lativa

1

Slovakia

10

Australia

7

Denmark

7

Lesotho

1

Slovenia

1

Austria

9

Estonia

2

Lithuania

1

South Africa

5

Bangladesh

1

Finland

10

Mexico

3

Spain

6

Belarus

1

France

9

Nepal

4

Sweden

11

Belgium

8

Germany

31

Netherlands

15

Switzerland

31

Brazil

12

Hungary

14

New Zealand

6

Taiwan

1

Bulgaria

1

India

8

Nigeria

4

Tunesia

1

Canada

16

Ireland

4

Norway

4

Turkey

1

Chile

1

Israel

8

Pakistan

1

Ukraine

3

China

4

Italy

14

Poland

27

UK

33

Colombia

1

Jamaica

1

Portugal

5

USA

49

Croatia

1

Japan

12

Romania

2

Total

455

Cuba

7

Korea

8

Russia

9

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings organized in 2014
IGU Commission on Geography of
Governance 2014 Annual Conference
„New challenges in local, regional and
metropolitan governance”
14-16 August 2014, Poznan (Poland)
Local organizers: Professor Tomasz
Kaczmarek,
Professor
Tadeusz
Stryjakiewicz, Dr. Lukasz Mikula
There were participants from 8 countries
directly delivering their presentations, with
total participation exceeding 30 scholars and
practitioners. During the conference we
debated set of interesting issues related to
current spatial social and economic
development and governance. We could
observe rising attention to issues of
participation in public policies, or changes

in various public services delivery. It also
concerned
application
of
various
technological support aimed to enhance
citizens participation. Of course, governance
has been strongly influenced by financial
crisis and various processes related to public
finance consolidation in many countries. It
induced also controversial measures that
limited previously achieved level of
decentralisation, as well as scope of locally
initiated activities. Expanding model of
governance also generates serious issues
concerning sharing of costs and search for
suitable income base. It concerns, for
example, model of horizontal intergovernmental co-operation. We also could
debate more cases of seeking for suitable
governance model integrating cities and
their hinterland. Rising attention of
geographers attract changes in processes of
strategic planning, in which their ability to
integrate diverse aspects of life in spatial
dimension is very useful. Current shift in
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favour of collaborative strategic planning
seems very close to concept of governance.
2014 IGU Regional Conference
“Changes, challenges, responsibility”
C12.13
Sessions
“Geography,
governance and citizens’ participation”
18–22 August 2014
Organised by: Polish Geographical Society,
in co-operation with Polish universities
Presented contribution represented more
than 20 authors from 10 countries. Our
sessions were well visited, usually with
audience about 20-30 people (in fact full
room during some sessions). Presented
contributions
motivated
to
fruitful
discussions. Papers mostly focused on
governance, participation, spatial planning
in relation to local, urban and regional
dimension. Besides this framework,
reflected also were such concepts as
neoliberalism, or governmentality. It seems
that issue of participation, role of
stakeholders, alternative policy approaches
still need research in various geographical
settings. We also have to pay attention to
reasonable balance of traditional “numerical
democracy” (elections, referenda) and
various kind of participation. Nevertheless,
despite discussion, more participatory and
collaborative approaches are penetrating
into tradition fields of government and are
changing it into governance, although it is
not any easy, short and straightforward
process. As an important field of research,
we can also consider environmental
governance and suitable natural resources
governance. In this aspect, it seems
important to formulate proper framework
and perception of spatial scale among
stakeholders and participants in governance
process.
2.2. Future Meetings
Two main events are planned for 2015 –
conference in Lisbon and sessions within
IGU RC in Moscow.
IGU Commission on Geography
Governance 2014 Annual Conference

of

"Local
Government
and
Urban
Governance:
Citizen
Responsive
Innovation in Europe and Africa"
Date: 9-10 April 2015
Organised by: Professor Carlos Nunes Silva,
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning,
University of Lisbon, Portugal
2015 IGU Regional Conference
“Geography, Culture and Society for Our
Future Earth”
Date: 17-21 August, 2015
Organised by: Russian Geographical
Society, Russian Academy of Science and
Lomonosov Moscow State University Faculty of Geography
As usual, we plan to held sessions within
IGU Congress 2016 (Beijing, China). We
will be considering other, more narrowly
focused event during 2016, probably in
Europe.

3. Networking
We have not extensively developed cooperation with other IGU Commissions, it is
based mostly on personal basis. We freely
participate on own events and sessions.
The Commission is usually organizing
approximately
each
second
year
interdisciplinary conference, with some
other groups of scientists. It was conference
with
RSA
group
focusing
on
financialization in 2013, and IPSA Research
Committee on Local Government and
Politics in 2010. Within the Steering
Committee, we are considering next join
interdisciplinary conference with relevant
groups of scientists in 2016.
Our conferences are organized also in cooperation and in partnership with some other
local bodies (outside local organizers). Our
2014 conference in Poznan had been
organized under the auspices and included
direct involved of City of Poznan. This
provides us efficient exchange of
experiences
between scientists
and
practitioners, or local politicians.
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This year we once again attempted to
strengthen Commission activities by means
of COST project based EU funds. Our
project
obtained
better
evaluation
comparing
to
previous
proposal,
nevertheless our proposal had not been
successful due to highly increasing
competition for funding within COST
scheme.

For 2015, we are preparing special issue of
peer reviewed journal in Poland
(Quaestiones Geographicae), based on
selected contribution delivered during our
meetings in Poznan and Krakow in 2014.

We did not develop any co-operative
activities with ISSC and similar bodies until
now.

Book
Silva, C. N., Buček, J. (eds.). Fiscal
Austerity and Innovation in Local
Governance in Europe. Ashgate, June 2014,
235 pages, hardback, ISBN: 978-1-47243243-8

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters and Books
Our attempt is to communicate regularly via
Newsletters. Besides two newsletters during
a year, occasional informative mails are
distributed among corresponding members.
Within the Commission we published one
book during 2014. These book include
chapters prepared by well-known scholars,
as well as by young scientists, in this case
from European states.

Newsletters
- 2014 Spring-Summer
- 2014 Autumn-Winter

4.2. Commission website
http://www.igu-gog.org/
It provides all basic information concerning
Commission activities, with all newsletters,
list of meetings, electronic publications
available, as well as photo galleries related
to Commission meetings.
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C12.14 Geography of the Global Information Society
1. Membership

E-mail: akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il

1.1. Steering Committee

Andreas Koch
Department of Geography and Geology
Research Group Social Geography
University of Salzburg
A-5020 Salzburg, AUSTRIA

Chair:
Mark Wilson
Michigan State University
School of Planning, Design and
Construction 101 Human Ecology
East Lansing MI 48824, USA
E-mail: wilsonmm@msu.edu
Vice Chair:
Henry Bakis
Université de Montpellier III
Laboratoire ART-Dev
(CNRS – FRE 3027, GERT)
Route de Mende
34199 Montpellier Cedex 5
FRANCE
E-mail: h.bakis@wanadoo.fr
Kenji Hashimoto
Faculty of Education and Integrated Arts
and Sciences
Waseda University
Tokyo, JAPAN
E-mail: hashimoto@waseda.jp
Woo-Kung Huh
Department of Geography
Seoul National University
Seoul 151-746, SOUTH KOREA
E-mail: wkhuh@snu.ac.kr
Tommi Inkinen
Department of Geosciences and Geography
University of Helsinki
00014-Finland
Email: tommi.inkinen@helsinki.fi
Aharon Kellerman
President
Zefat Academic College
Safed 13206, ISRAEL

John Langdale
School of Earth Sciences
Macquarie University
Sydney, NSW, AUSTRALIA
E-mail: jlangdal@laurel.ocs.mq.edu.au
Feng Li
Department of Management Science
University of Strathclyde
Glasgow G1 1QE
UNITED KINGDOM
E-mail: Feng@mansci.strath.ac.uk
Sten Lorentzon,
Department of Human and Economic
Geography
University of Göteborg
Göteborg, SWEDEN
E-mail: hgeoslor@mark.econ.gu.se
1.2. Corresponding Members
Currently, there are more than 200 members
on the Commission mailing list. The
locations include United States (31), France
(13), United Kingdom (13), Germany (11),
Australia (7), Japan (6), China (5), Korea
(5), Sweden (5), Belgium (4), Finland (4),
Italy (4), Canada (3), Greece (3), Israel (3),
South Africa (2), Spain (2), Austria (1),
Czech Republic (1), Estonia (1),Slovenia
(1), Singapore (1), Netherlands (1), New
Zealand (1), Poland (1) and unknown (54).
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2. Meetings

the IGC in Moscow. Focus on
information
and
communications
technologies and health, media, and in
general, plus collaborative sessions on
ICT and culture, ICT in the
Mediterranean basin and on mega
events.

2.1. Meetings in 2014
With the move to annual IGU meetings the
Commission has been able to develop
sessions annually, but has not been able to
hold additional meetings while an annual
IGU conference is planned. If the schedule
reverts to every two years we plan to hold
our own meetings in non-IGU years. The
Commission has been able to include
dedicated sessions at other conferences to
maintain interest and access to the
Commission’s core focus on information
society, at AAG and Regional Studies
events during 2014.

3. Networking
Collaboration occurs with scholarly groups
and with two journals. Details include:


IGU collaboration has been with a
number of Commissions including the
Commissions on Cultural Approach in
Geography, Tourism, Leisure, and
Global Change, Urban Geography, and
the
Mediterranean Basin.
This
collaboration led to sessions at both
Krakow 2014 and Moscow 2015 IGU
meetings



NETCOM is the official Journal of the
IGU Commission on the Geography of
Global Information Society, and is
published under the auspices of the
Study Group MTE (CNRS) and
Université of Montpellier III, the
International Geographical Union, and
the French National Committee on
Geography. NETCOM takes an
interdisciplinary
perspective
on
networks, communications, and space.



Journal of Urban Technology, which
has commission members on its
editorial board and publishes articles,
and when possible, special issues drawn
from Commission, AAG and IGU
conference sessions.

Past meetings include:


2014 April – Commission support for
two sessions as part of the AAG annual
meeting in Tampa. Focus on technology
and mega events.



2014 June – Commission organized two
sessions as part of the Regional Studies
Association meeting in Izmir. Focus on
urban development and mega events.



2014
August
–
Commission
organized/co-organized 9 sessions as
part of the IGU in Krakow. Focus on
information
and
communications
technologies and health, media, and in
general, plus collaborative sessions on
ICT and culture, ICT in the
Mediterranean basin and on mega
events.

2.2. Future Meetings
Meeting plans for the future include:
 2015 April – Commission support for
two sessions as part of the AAG annual
meeting in Chicago. Focus on big data
and mega events


2015
August
–
Commission
organized/co-organized 7 sessions for

4. Publications
Information is disseminated regularly to
Commission members via e-mail, including
updates on Commission activities, meetings
and publications of interests, and requests
for information for scholars studying
information society.
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The Commission also uses its websites to
inform members of activities. The
Commission
website
is
www.iguinformationsociety.org, and the meeting
website
for
special
events
is
www.digitalcommunities.info
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C12.15 The Geography of Tourism, Leisure and Global Change
Mission
The Commission’s specific objective is to
examine the geographical nature of tourism,
leisure and global change. Tourism and
leisure are seen as deeply geographical
phenomena that do not happen in a sociospatial vacuum. They are understood as
social and cultural activities occurring in
space and time. Therefore, tourism and
leisure are placed within wider societal
contexts and human mobilities at local,
regional, national and global scales. The
current processes of globalization or global
change in tourism and leisure geographies
affecting communities and environments in
different places are not seen as one
dimensional
but
as
interactional;
globalisation and related mobilities in
tourism and leisure are also mediated by
local and regional factors creating unique
outcomes in different places.
The overall objectives of the Commission
will be pursued over the life of the
Commission through a set of research tasks
that will be defined through discussions with
members and modified as appropriate
during the Commission meetings.

1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Prof. Dieter K. Müller (Chair)
Department of Geography and Economic
History
Umeå University, Sweden
E-mail: dieter.muller@umu.se
Prof. Alan A. Lew (Vice chair)
Department of Geography, Planning &
Recreation
Northern Arizona University, USA
E-mail: alan.lew@nau.edu

Assoc. Prof. Sanette Ferreira
Department of Geography and
Environmental Studies
Stellenbosch University, South Africa
E-mail: slaf@sun.ac.za
Prof. Carolin Funck
Faculty of Arts and Sciences
Hiroshima University, Japan
E-mail: funckc@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
Prof. Jie Zhang
Department of Land Resource and Tourism
Nanjing University, China
E-mail: jiezhang@nju.edu.cn
Prof. Alison Gill
Department of Geography
Simon Frasier University, Canada
E-mail: agill@sfu.ca
Assoc. Prof. Marek Wieckowski
Polish Academy of Sciences,
E-mail: mw.parispan@free.fr
Prof. Maria Gravari-Barbas
Institut de Recherche et d'Études
Supérieures du Tourisme, Paris 1 PanthéonSorbonne University, France
E-mail: maria.gravari-barbas@wanadoo.fr
Prof. Julie Wilson
Department of Geography
Universitat Rovira i Virgili, Spain
E-mail: julie.wilson@urv.cat
Prof. Tim Coles
Business School
University of Exeter, UK
E-mail: T.E.Coles@exeter.ac.uk
Assoc. Prof. Anne-Marie d'Hauteserre
Department of Geography, Tourism &
Environmental Planning
University of Waikato, New Zealand
E-mail: adhautes@waikato.ac.nz
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1.2. Corresponding Members
Since 2008 the Commission member directory has been based on the Commission IGUST listserv: http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/ TourismGeography/.
The listserv has over 600 members. The listserv information does not support country based
member listing as it is based on members’ names and email addresses only. In 2013 a manual
inventory was made allowing to identify 631 individual addresses, of which 526 could be related
to 67 countries. A next update is planned for 2015.
Number of commission members:
Argentina

6

Germany

23

Maldives

1

Serbia

2

Australia

33

Ghana

2

Mexico

7

Singapore

5

Austria

8

Greece

3

Montenegro

1

Slovenia

2

Bangladesh

1

Hungary

3

Namibia

2

South Africa

13

Barbados

1

Iceland

4

Nepal

3

Spain

12

Belgium

3

India

21

Netherlands

5

Sweden

16

Bolivia

1

Indonesia

3

New Zealand

23

Switzerland

6

Brazil

7

Iran

2

Norway

3

Taiwan ROC

5

Canada

27

Ireland

5

1

Tanzania

3

China

17

Israel

6

1

Thailand

2

Costa Rica

1

Italy

22

Pakistan
Papua New
Guinea
Peru

2

Turkey

6

Croatia

2

Japan

10

Philippines

1

Uganda

1

Czechia

2

Jordan

1

Poland

3

2

Denmark

2

Korea (South)

5

Portugal

15

Ecuador

1

Laos

1

Puerto Rico

1

Finland

9

Latvia

1

Romania

7

Ukraine
United Arab
Em.
United
Kingdom
United States

69

France

17

Malaysia

3

Saudi Arabia

2

Unknown

106

Total

631

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings in 2014
During 2014 the Commission has
(co)organized 3 meetings and sponsored or
co-sponsored 2 meetings or sessions at
meetings. Details of major meetings are
outlined below.

1
50

IGU meetings:



New perspectives on Second Homes,
10-13 June 2014, Stockholm, Sweden
(35 participants)
IGU Tourism Commission PreConference: Tourism and Transitions in
a Time of Change, 13-17 August 2014,
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Kraków / Pieniny Mts, Poland (35
particpants)
IGU Regional Conference: Changes,
Challenges, Responsibilities, 18-22
August 2014, Krakow, Poland

Sponsored meetings:



Sessions at the Annual Meeting of the
American Association of Geographers,
8-12 April 2014, Tampa, USA
Tropical Tourism Outlook Conference Nature, Culture and Networking for
Sustainable Tourism, 8-10 August
2014, Dambulla, Sri Lanka

2.2. A brief summary of the questions
addressed at each meeting
The objectives of the commission have not
changed since the establishment of the new
commission in 2012. In accordance a set of
research 'tasks' that were been defined
through discussion with Commission
members and modified as appropriate
during the Commission meetings are the
following;
Task 1 Interpreting the meaning of
'sustainability' within the context of tourism,
leisure and global change;
Task 2 The operation and regulation of
tourism and leisure in a 'borderless world'
Task 3 The relationship of tourism and
leisure to issues of time-space convergence;
Task 4 Tourism and leisure in the
interaction between natural, rural and urban
systems;
Task 5 The inter-relationship of tourism
and leisure with place, identity and
citizenship within the context of global
change;
Task 6 The dynamics and capacities of
communities and institutions in order to
effectively contribute and respond to global
change; and
Task 7 Contributing
to
relevant
international
research
programmes
associated with the aims and objectives of
the Commission

Task 8 Examination
of
tourism's
relationships to global environmental
change
Task 9 In relation to task 8 specific
examination of tourism's relationships with
global climate change.
The main general outcomes from the
meetings in 2014 are related to the specific
topics addressed during the conferences.
The Stockholm meeting addressed second
home tourism and reflected critically on
previous findings and conceptualizations of
second home tourism and mobility.
Particular effort was however given to the
issue of urban-rural relationships and
governance of second homes as an
increasingly global but also international
phenomenon. A major outcome of the
conference was however an extension of the
second home idea into new fields like
camping, caravanning, and other forms of
self-catering accommodations. This was not
least discussed in relation to identity and
multi-local living.
The IGU Tourism Commission PreConference
meeting
“Tourism
and
Transitions in a Time of Change” was held
in the Pieniny Mts in southern Poland and
combined a mix of academic paper sessions
and field trips in the touristically utilized
borderlands to Slovakia. The conference
topic was addressed with regards to various
kinds of tourism-related transitions. Not
least new preconditions for tourism after
political-economic
transition
were
highlighted. However, delegated even
discussed aspects of climate change induced
transitions. A major outcome of the meeting
was certainly the insight that transitions
imply not only winners and/or losers but
often leave stakeholders in more volatile
situations requiring awareness and skills to
adapt. Also it should be noted that the preconference meetings attracted geographers
from all continents and thus became a truly
global event.
During the IGU Regional Conference in
Krakow the Commission offered sessions on
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7 selected topics and further co-organized
sessions with fellow commissions on
additional 5 topics;
Commission session topics:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Tourism, sustainability and global
change
Tourism and regional development
Urban tourism geographies
Geographies of heritage and cultural
tourism
Changing Dynamics of Tourism in
Central Europe
Tourism in mountain areas
Panel Session: Publishing tourism
geographies

Joint session topics:
8.

Tourism and borders (Commission
Political Geography)
9. Tourism, dark heritage and war
(Commission Political Geography)
10. Gender and tourism (Commission
Gender and Geography)
11. Tourism and marginality – local
initiatives shaped by global trends
(Commission
Marginalization,
Globalization, and Regional and Local
Responses)
12. Mega-events (Commission on Global
Information Society)
Hence, the commission was involved in
altogether 22 well attended sessions
featuring
approximately
80
paper
presentations. This underlines the great
interest for tourism as a field of geographical
inquiry that has been already noted during
the Cologne and Kyoto meeting. Obviously
it is difficult to summarize such a scope and
variety of topics. The numerous attendance
of geographers from Eastern Europe
entailed however fruitful encounters of
geographical traditions and, certainly, an
important outcome of the conference is a
greater mutual understanding regarding
scientific approaches and ideas. A further
outcome of the conference is an
internationalization of not least Eastern

European tourism geographies since many
new contacts could be established.
Particularly the panel session on “Publishing
tourism geographies” turned out to be a great
success attracting about 40 delegates. This
session was organized not least as a reaction
on interest voiced by young scholars during
previous meetings and aimed at encouraging
international publishing ambitions. Not least
attendees from Eastern European countries
were appreciative regarding this initiative,
which will be repeated during the IGU
meeting in Moscow.
2.3. Future Meetings
The Commission plans to organize, sponsor
or co-sponsor the flowing meetings during
2015:









Sessions at the AAG Annual Meeting
2015, Chicago April 21-25, 2015
Sessions at 6th Nordic Geographers
Meeting, Tallinn, Estonia, 15 - 19 June
2015
8th Tourism Outlook and 4th Tropical
Coastal
and
Island
Tourism
Conferences - Balancing Development
and
Sustainability
in
Tourism
Destinations,
Sengigi,
Lombok,
Indonesia, 29-31 July 2015
Sessions at EuGeo 2015, Budapest, 30
August – 2 September 2015
Sessions at Deutscher Kongress für
Geographie (German Congress of
Geography) 2015, Berlin, 1-6 October
2015
12 sessions at the IGU Regional
Conference, Changes, Challenges,
Responsibility, 18-22 August 2014,
Krakow, Poland

The following sessions have been proposed
for the IGU Moscow:
Commission sessions:



Tourism and environment
Tourism and crisis
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Tourism, mobility and information
Urban tourism
Geographies of polar tourism
Tourism and regional development

Joint sessions:


Mega-events (Commission on Global
Information Society)

For 2016 the Commission has already
decided on dates and venue for a preconference meeting in China. Moreover,
contacts established during this years’
conferences in Poland have entailed
negotiations about an IGU Commission
meetings in France and Brazil in 2016 and
2017, respectively. The commission aims
further to continue cooperation with partners
in the USA and Asia.

3. Networking
During recent years the Commission has
organized several international conferences
jointly with other academic organizations
such as the AAG, Recreation, Tourism and
Sport Specialty Group, the Nordic
Geographers Meeting, the Association of
Japanese Geographers Study Group on
Tourism and Leisure, the Japanese Society
for Geographical Sciences Tourism
Working Group and Polish Geographical
Society as well as other local organizers.
During the IGU Regional Conference 2014
sessions were co-organized together with
the Commissions Gender and Geography,
Political Geography. Global Information
Society, and Marginalization, Globalization,
and Regional and Local Responses.

4. Publications
During 2014 the Commission published 2
newsletters. In addition to the various
meetings the Commission has also
contributed to the research programs or
projects related to second home tourism,

tourism and climate change and tourism and
local/regional development.
On invitation of the Polish Geographical
Society commission chair Dieter Müller
contributed to a special issue of Geographia
Polonica;
Müller, D. K. (2014). ‘Tourism geographies
are moving out’: A comment on the current
state of institutional geographies of tourism
geographies. Geographia Polonica, 50(3),
299-312.
Other
directly
commission
related
publications include the successfully
launched online publication series Tourism,
Leisure
and
Global
Change
(www.igutourism.com). The goals of the
publication is to serve as a Proceedings
publication and to publish papers and
abstracts for all IGU Tourism Commission
sponsored meetings, including both IGU
regional meetings and other meetings that
list the IGU Tourism Commission as a cosponsor. It is operated in cooperation with
Prof Dr Lawal Marafa, The Chinese
University of Hongkong, Department of
Geography and Resource Management. The
first volume includes 29 contributions
representing 5 conferences.
Six contributions of the 2013 IGU-preconference meeting in Japan have been
published as special section Travel and
Tourism in Asia Pacific World (2014, vol
5:2)
There are further plans to develop book
projects departing from two of this years’
conferences; Tourism and second homes
(Müller & Hall) and Tourism and Transition
(Müller & Wieckowski).
Moreover the journal Tourism Geographies
was developed based on the IGU
commission
collaboration
and
the
commission has a representative position in
the editorial board. The members of the
commission are also involved with several
journals and book series, including the
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mentioned Tourism Geographies (EIC Prof.
A. Lew), Current Issues in Tourism (EIC
Prof. C. M. Hall), Journal of Ecotourism
(AE, Prof. J. Saarinen) and Heritage
Tourism (EIC, Prof. D Timothy), for
example, which provides good possibilities
for the theme issues and collaboration also
in future. Also, the new edition of the
Blackwell-Wiley Companion of Tourism
(Edited by Lew, Hall and Williams, 2014)
features many former and current members
of the IGU-commission.
Currently on invitation by Springer
Publishing commission chair Dieter Müller,
past chair Jarkko Saarinen, and commission

member Carolin Funck are engaged in
preparing a book series proposal preliminary
titled Geographies of Tourism and Global
Changes.
The Commission website URL:
http://www.igutourism.org
The Commission listserv URL:
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/
TourismGeography/
Both website and listserv are managed by
Professor Alan Lew
(email. alan.lew@nau.edu).
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C12.16 Geoparks
1. Members
The Steering Committee of Commission on
Geoparks (2012-2016) is different from the
committee of IGU-COG (2008-2012), and
now consists of 13 members from 10
countries, they are as follow:
Chair: Dr.Wei, Dongying
China
Weidy@bnu.edu.cn
Treasurer: Prof. Lloyd Richardson
USA
drloyd@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Prof. Wang Min
China
wangmin@bnu.edu.cn
José Luis Palacio Prieto
Mexico
palacio@servidor.unam.mx
Dr. Thandi Nzama
South Africa
atnzama@pan.uzulu.ac.za
Prof. Dr. James Wilson
USA
wilsonjh@msx.umsl.edu
Prof. Wolfgang Eder
Germany
w.eder-geo@hotmail.de
Prof. Nickolas Zouros
Greece
nzour@aegean.gr
Prof. Carole Murphy
USA
carole@umsl.edu
Prof. Peter Bobrowsky
Canada
pbobrows@nrcan.gc.ca

Dr. Aleš Smrekar
Slovenia
ales.smrekar@zrc-sazu.si
Dr. Subhash Anand
India
sanandpv@yahoo.co.in
Daichi Kohmoto
Japan
daichizu@gmail.com

2. Meetings
2.1. Steering Committee meeting
On May 22nd, 2014, the commission
members, Dr. Dongying wei, Dr. Lloyd
Richardson, Dr. James Wilson and Dr.
Carole Murphy had EC meeting in St. Louis
and discussed about the publication of the
International Journal of Geoheritage and the
editing issues.
2.2. International Geographical Union
Regional Conference: Changes,
challenges, responsibilities
The conference was held in Krakow, Poland
in August, 2014 and Commission on
Geoparks had a session during the
conference. More than 10 abstracts were
submitted and about 20 participants attended
the session. The session was chaired by Prof.
José Luis Palacio from Mexico.

3. Networking
IGU-COG cooperated with UNESCO,
IUCN etc. international organizations about
geopark programs and also with some
national government, like China Ministry of
Land and Resources and Ministry of
Housing and Rural and Urban Development,
China Ministry of Environment Protection
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etc. to promote the education and protection
of the geoparks. IGU-COG also cooperated
with many local governments to promote the
development of geoparks, like Xiuwu
county in Henan Province, Shangrao City in
Jiangxi Province, Taining county in Fujian
province etc.
IGU-COG cooperated with Commission on
Geography Education and Land Use and
Coverage Commission in the past four
years. IGU-CoG invited the members of
Commission on Geography Education to
attend the geopark meetings and
conferences and discussed how to integrated
Geography education in Geoparks. IGUCOG also has cooperated with LUCC on
Environmental Map contest since 2004.
IGU-COG encourages the middle school
and high school students in China to
participate in the environmental map contest
organized by LUCC and gave some teachers
training on it.

4. Publications
4.1. Journals
The
International
Geoheritage:

Journal

of

The first issue of the International Journal of
Geoheritage was published in June 2013 and
the second issue was published in May 2014.
The International Journal of Geoheritage is
a, referred, multidisciplinary, international
journal concerned with the management,

policies, education, tourism, interpretation,
economics, protection and sustainable
development of global geoheritage. Here,
geoheritage includes geoparks, national
parks, protected areas, World Heritage sites,
and other globally significant sites
recognized for their geologic and
geographical value. Covering methods and
practice of geoheritage studies, the journal
explores the ways of conservation and
sustainable development of geoheritage.
The journal seeks to promote divergent and
pluralistic visions, ideas and opinions about
geoheritage.
4.2. Commission website
The IGU-COG’s website is
www.igu-cog.org

5. Continuation
WORK PLAN FOR 2015-2016
Commission (2015–2016) will continue to
focus on the development of comparative
studies on Geoparks, tourism and
corresponding
social,
economic,
environmental and political change and will
concentrate on the communication and
transfer of research results in policy relevant
terms to policy makers and industry as well
as continuing the scientific publishing
programme of the Commission. The
Commission therefore seeks to continue its
activities for the next four years as outlined
in relation to its existing objectives.
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C12.17 Global Change and Human Mobility (Globility)
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chairperson:
DOMÍNGUEZ‐MUJICA, Prof. Josefina
Department of Geography
University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
Las Palmas, Spain
E‐mail:
josefina.dominguezmujica@ulpgc.es
Scientific Secretary:
STANISCIA, Dr. Barbara
Department of European, American and
Intercultural Studies
Sapienza University of Rome
Rome, Italy
E‐mail: barbara.staniscia@uniroma1.it
GALKINA, Prof. Tamara
Institute of Geography
Russian Academy of Sciences
Moscow, Russia
E‐mail: ta@df.ru
ISHIKAWA, Prof. Yoshitaka
Department of Geography
Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University
Kyoto, Japan
E‐mail:
d54676@sakura.kudpc.kyoto‐u.ac.jp
KING, Prof. Russell
Sussex Centre for Migration Research
University of Sussex
Brighton, United Kingdom
E‐mail: R.King@sussex.ac.uk

KRISJANE, Prof. Zaiga
Institute for Urban and Regional Research
University of Latvia
Riga, Latvia
E‐mail: zkrisjan@lanet.lv
MAHARAJ, Prof. Brij
Department of Geography
University of KwaZulu‐Natal
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa
E‐mail: maharajb@ukzn.ac.za
MONTANARI, Prof. Armando
Department of European and Comparative
Studies
Universita di Roma "La Sapienza"
Rome, Italy
E-mail: MD3046@mclink.it
PORTNOV, Prof. Boris
Department of Natural Resources &
Environmental Management
University Haifa
Mount Carmel, Haifa, Israel
E‐mail: portnov@nrem.haifa.ac.il
POVOA‐NETO, Prof. Helion
Interdisciplinary Group of Migration
Studies (NIEM)
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
E‐mail: helionpovoaneto@gmail.com
VANDERMOTTEN, Prof. Christian
Free University of Brussels
Brussels, Belgium
E‐mail: cvdmotte@ulb.ac.be
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1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of commission members per country as of December 2014:
Australia

4

Ghana

2

Mozambique

1

Sudan

1

Austria

2

Greece

1

Namibia

1

Switzerland

1

Belgium

6

Hungary

6

Nepal

1

Taiwan

2

Brazil

3

India

1

Netherlands

3

Thailand

1

Bulgaria

1

Iran

1

Nigeria

2

Tonga

1

Canada

4

Israel

4

Norway

1

Tunisia

2

China

3

Italy

7

Poland

3

Turkey

2

Croatia

4

Japan

16

Portugal

2

Uganda

1

Czech Republic

3

Lithuania

1

Romania

4

UK

8

Fiji

1

Latvia

3

Russia

1

USA

3

Finland

1

Malaysia

1

South Africa

6

Vietnam

1

France

2

Mexico

1

South Korea

2

TOTAL

148

Germany

7

Mongolia

2

Spain

10

and on the decisions of policy‐makers. In
accordance with the context of the global

2. Meetings
2.1. IGU Regional Conference
Krakow, Poland

2014,

During 2014 the C12.17 Global Change and
Human Mobility (Globility) Commission
organized two sessions in the framework of
the IGU Regional Conference in Kraków
(August 18‐22).
Two different topics were discussed in the
sessions organized and developed during
two days in the Kraków Meeting.
The first of them was ‘New approaches to
migratory policies in a mobile world’
tackled the issue of the crucial role played
by the migratory policies in the world
population flows. Imposing barriers has
determined how many immigrants can
arrive, who can do it and in which
circumstances.
Moreover,
migratory
policies and regulations differ not only
among countries but in the course of time,
depending on the economic development

capitalism, migrations have intensified the
interdependency of places, despite the
increasing friction between the free
movement of capitals and the restrictions
imposed to the human mobility. The
presentations aimed at re‐thinking the
characteristics of the migratory policies and
at analysing case studies at the national and
local scales. Topics such as circular
migration, asylum policies, migratory
policies in the external borders of EU, and
the regulations of rural‐urban internal
migration were addressed and discussed.
The topic of the second session was ‘Re‐
thinking the concept of human mobility:
new theoretical advances’. The discussion
revolved around a concept of human
mobility that goes beyond rigid divisions
and is geared to the study of different
mobilities: those consumption‐led and those
production‐led, the temporary and the
permanent ones, the recurring and non‐
recurring ones, the international and the
domestic ones. Through these new
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approaches, a better focus on the theoretical
issues of human mobility was developed.
Therefore, in this session epistemological,
methodological and applied researches from
the perspective of different case studies were
discussed.
In the field of epistemological approaches
different schemes of migration systems were
presented, from theoretical definitions to
applied research, with a special attention to
cross‐border mobility and consumption‐led
mobility. From the focus of methodological
approaches, the use of volunteered GPS
trajectories to the calibration of a spatial
interaction model was presented; finally, in
the purest sense of novelty, an approach to
the repercussions of attachment to place in
the postmortal mobility was introduced.
The immediate and long‐term, theoretical
and practical implications of these different
discussions drive to the study of the complex
forms of human mobility and the new trends
of such mobility from a geographical
perspective. These approaches should be
further developed in the next meetings
organized by the Globility Commission.
2.2. Future Meetings
For the upcoming IGU Regional Conference
in Moscow (17‐21 August 2015), the
Globility Commission has proposed four
sessions, two of which will be joint sessions
with the Commission on Mediterranean
Basin, on the one hand, and the Commission
on Population Geography, on the other. The
first two sessions will go through ‘Real and
virtual borders: the challenge of human
mobility’, and ‘People on the move: the
perspective of the life cycle and the role of
gender’. The first mentioned joint session
will be: ‘New trends of the human mobility
in the Mediterranean basin: towards a new
migratory model?’, and the second: ‘Human
mobility and 2011 Census: new data, new
theories’.
A meeting during the EUGEO Conference,
30 August – 2 September 2015, in Budapest,
- 386 -

has been planned under the topic ‘Changing
world, changing human mobilities: global
convergence and divergence’.

3. Networking
Globility has maintained contacts with other
IGU Commissions, in particular with the
‘Population Geography Commission’ and
the ‘Mediterranean Basin Commission’.
Unfortunately, any joint meeting has been
possible during the year 2014, but the two
mentioned joint sessions for the upcoming
2015 Moscow Regional Conference have
been organized in order to strengthen the
collaboration between Globility and other
IGU Commissions.
Besides, in recent years, universities around
the world have experienced significant
financial constraints; these have made it
difficult, for a very large number of
researchers, to take part to Globility
meetings, despite their interest in the
Commission activities, expressed to the
Globility meetings organizers by email.
Nevertheless, the average number of
attendants in the last congress has been
remarkable.
The most important obstacle to the
Commission is to promote the organization
of meetings out of the context of IGU events.
New modes based on past experiences ‐ such
as the implementation of new technical
procedures to exchange information among
researchers ‐ and the possibilities to get
research funds from the European Union
should be also explored in order to
contribute to new forms of international
cooperation in research. In particular, the
collaboration between the Universities of
Chemniz (Germany) and Las Palmas de
Gran Canaria (Spain) through Globility has
obtained funds to deepening in the study of
new flows of young skilled Mediterranean
citizens to other EU countries. Recently, an
active group of researchers of the Globility
Commission, got a project proposal related
to youth mobility approved and funded in
the framework of the Horizon
387

2020 Programme.

4. Publications
4.1. Journal Articles and Volumes
A list of the articles and volumes published
by some of the Globility members on issues
of global change and human mobility, in
English and /or their national languages is
the following:
Avila Tapies, R. and Domínguez Mujica, J.
(2014) Interpreting autobiographies in
migration research: narratives of Japanese
returnees from the Canary Islands (Spain),
AREA. First published on April 2014. DOI:
10.1111/area.12081.
Baláž, V., Williams, A.M. and Fifeková, E.
(2014) Migration Decision Making as
Complex Choice: Eliciting Decision
Weights Under Conditions of Imperfect and
Complex
Information
Through
Experimental Methods, Population Space
and Place, DOI: 10.1002/psp.1858.
Brusa C. (2014) Migranti, crisi economica e
problemi dell’alloggio, in Tanca, M. (a cura
di) Un lungo viaggio nella geografia umana
della Sardegna. Studi in onore di Antonio
Loi, Bologna: Patron, pp. 61‐72.
Connell, J. (2014) An Eruv for St Ives?
Religion, Identity, Place and Conflict on the
Sydney North Shore (with K. Iveson),
Australian Geographer, 45(4), pp. 429‐446.
Connell, J. (2014) International Trade in
Health Workers, in A. Culyer (ed)
Encyclopaedia of Health Economics
(Volume 2), San Diego: Elsevier, pp. 124‐
130.
Connell, J. (2014) Migrants’ Remittances,
Poverty and Social Protection in the South
Pacific: Fiji and Tonga (with R. Brown and
E. Jimenez‐Soto), Population Space and
Place, 20(5), pp. 434‐454.

Connell, J. (2014) Social Networks and
Livelihood Strategies for Small‐Scale
Traders on the Thai‐Lao border (with L.
Phadungkiati), Australian Geographer,
45(3), pp. 375‐392.
Connell, J. (2014) The Two Cultures of
Health Worker Migration. A Pacific
Perspective, Social Science and Medicine,
116, pp. 73‐81.
Díaz Hernández, R. and Domínguez Mujica,
J. (2014) El nexo transfronterizo. Identidad
atlántica en las Letras canarias in Bonastra,
in Q. and Jori, G. (Edit.) Imaginar, organizar
y controlar el territorio, Spain: Editorial
Icaria, pp. 363‐392.
Díaz Hernández, R., Domínguez Mujica, J.
and Parreño Castellano, J. (2014)
Management of the population and urban
development in the Western Sahara: a
compared analysis between the Spanish
colonization (1950‐1975) and the Moroccan
occupation (1975‐2013), Scripta Nova, 493
(48)
Domínguez Mujica, J. (2014) Demografía,
mercado de trabajo e inmigración en
España, in Mesa Marrero, C. (Dir.) Mujeres,
contratos y empresas desde la igualdad de
género, Spain: Editorial Tirant Lo Blanch,
pp. 721‐736.
Domínguez Mujica, J. (2014) The enduring
connection between gender, migration and
household services, Geographia Polonica,
87 (3), pp. 367‐382.
Domínguez Mujica, J. and Parreño
Castellano, J. M. (2014) Workers and
retirees. The flexible condition of Northern
and Western European migrants in Spanish
tourism destinations, Boletín de la
Asociación de Geógrafos Españoles, 64, pp.
65‐80 (in Spanish), pp. 419‐421 (in
English).
Domínguez Mujica, J., Díaz Hernández, R.,
and Parreño Castellano, J. M. (2014) The
Canary Islands’ “Maritime Wall”: Migration
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Pressure, Security Measures and Economic
Crisis in the Mid‐Atlantic in Vallet, E.
(Edit.) Borders, fences and walls. State of
insecurity?, USA: Ashgate Publishing Ltd.,
pp. 27‐50.
Drbohlav, D. and Jaroszewicz, M. (2014)
The Probable Future Development of
International Migration from Ukraine,
Moldova and Belarus to Visegrad countries
and the European Union – The Delphi
method (The Search for „Subjective
Objectivity“), in Jaroszewicz, M., Lesinska,
M. (eds). Forecasting Migration between
The EU, V4 and Eastern Europe; Impact of
Visa Abolition, Warsaw: Centre for Eastern
Studies, pp. 20‐53.
Drbohlav, D. and Lesinska, M. (2014) The
Migration Nexus of Visegrad and Eeastern
Partner Countries: Concluding Remarks and
Political Guidelines, in Erőss, A.,
Karácsonyi,
D.
(eds.)
Discovering
Migration between Visegrad Countries and
Eastern Partners, Budapest: HAS RCAES
Geographical Institute, pp. 225‐233.
Drbohlav, D. and Valenta, O. (2014)
Building an Integration System: Policies to
Support Immigrants Progression in the
Czech Labor Market, Washington, D.C. –
Geneva: Migration Policy Institute and
International Labour Office.
Drbohlav, D. and Valenta, O. (2014)
Czechia: The Main Immigration Country in
the V4, in Erőss, A., Karácsonyi, D. (eds.)
Discovering Migration between Visegrad
Countries and Eastern Partners, Budapest:
HAS RCAES Geographical Institute, pp.
41‐71.
Dzúrová, D. and Drbohlav, D. (2014)
Gender Inequalities in the Health of
Immigrants and Workplace Discrimination
in Czechia, BioMed Research International,
Article ID 480425, pp. 1‐9.
Dzúrová, D., Winkler, P. and Drbohlav, D.
(2014) Immigrants’ Access to Health
Insurance: No Equality without Awareness,

International Journal of Invironmental
Research and Public Health, 11, pp. 7144‐
7153. doi:10.3390/ijerph110707144.
Galkina, T.A. (forthcoming) New Migration
Trends in the Post‐Soviet Space // The
contribution to the International Conference
“Les frontiers orientalesde l’Europe”, Paris,
December 9‐10, 2011 0,5 п.л.
Glorius, B. (2014) Migration und
Bildungserfolg, in Frühe Kindheit 05/2014,
Themenheft "Kinder und Herkunft", pp. 22‐
29.
Glorius, B. (2014) Migration von Polen nach
Deutschland im Spiegel transnationaler
Theorieansätze. Eine Fallstudie aus Leipzig,
in Praszalowicz D. and Sosna‐Schubert A.
(Hg.)
Deutsche
und
polnische
Migrationserfahrungen. Vergangenheit und
Gegenwart, Frankfurt: Peter Lang Verlag,
pp. 315‐332.
Glorius, B. (in print) Familie in Mittel‐ und
Osteuropa, in Hill, P. und Kopp J. (Hrsg.)
Handbuch Familiensoziologie, Wiesbaden:
Springer VS, pp. 55‐89.
Hall, C.M., Williams, A.M. and Lew, A.A.
(2014)
Tourism:
Conceptualizations,
Disciplinarity, Institutions and Issues, in
A.A. Lew, C. M. Hall and A. M. Williams
(eds.) The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Tourism, Chichester: Wiley‐Blackwell, pp.
3‐24.
Kolossov, V., Zotova, V., Sebentsov, A.,
Galkina, T.A., Popov, F. and Gritsenko, A.
(2014) Looking East and West: shifting
concepts of Russia’s borders with CIS
countries and the EU. / The 1‐st ABS World
Conference “Post‐Cold War Borders:
Global Trends and Regional Responses”
(Section R 30)/ University of Eastern
Finland, Joensuu – Sanct Petersburg, June 9‐
13, 2014.
Kozma, G., Michalkó, G.., and Kiss, R.
(2014) The socio‐demographic factors
influencing visitors participation in
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Hungarian sports events, Journal of Physical
Education and Sport, 14:(3), pp. 391‐ 397.

a Global Macro‐Region, Cheltenham Gloss,
UK: Edward Elgar, pp. 78‐99.

Lew, A.L., Hall, C.M. and Williams, A.M.
(eds.) (2014) The Wiley Blackwell
Companion to Tourism, Chichester: Wiley‐
Blackwell, 650 pp.

Montanari, A. (2014) with Sassen S., Sen S.,
Thadaniti S., Darko Radović, Kawamura T.,
Jinnai H., Funabashi H., Jizokukanou na
mirai no tankyu: 3・11 wo koete:
globalization ni yoru shakaikeizai sysetem
・ bunka henyou to system・sustainability
(Research of Sustainable Future: Towards
3.11‐ The Transformation of Socio‐
economic System and Culture caused by
Globalization
and
the
System
Sustainability), Tokyo: Ochanomizu‐shobo
Publishers.

Li, W. (2014) Asian Ethnic Banks, in
Xiaojian, Z. and Park, E.J.W. (eds.) Asian
Americans: An Encyclopedia of Social,
Cultural, and Political History, Santa
Barbra, CA: ABC‐CLIO, pp.103‐108.
Li, W. (2014) Ethnoburbs, in Xiaojian, Z.
and Park, E.J.W. (eds.) Asian Americans:
An Encyclopedia of Social, Cultural, and
Political History, Santa Barbra, CA: ABC‐
CLIO, pp.360‐362.
Li, W. (2014) Ethnoburb, in Danico, M.Y.
(ed.) Asian American Society: An
Encyclopedia, Sage, pp.360‐362.
Li,
W.
and
Yu,
W.
(2014)
Internationalization of Geography PhD
Education,
GeoJournal,
DOI:
10.1007/s10708‐014‐9579‐1.
Li, W., Lo, L. and Oberle, A. (2014) Bank
Branch Network and Service to Immigrants,
The Canadian Geographer, 58(1), pp. 48‐62.
Malmusi, D., Drbohlav, D., Dzúrová, D.,
Palencia, L., Borell, C. (2014): Inequalities
in Healthcare Access by Type of Visa in a
Context of Restrictive Health Insurance
Policy: The Case of ukrainian in Czechia.
International Journal of Public Health, DOI
10.1007/s00038‐014‐0592‐4.
Michalkó, G., Rátz, T., Hinek, M. and
Tömöri, M. (2014) Shopping tourism in
Hungary during the period of the economic
crisis, Tourism Economics, 20
Montanari, A. and Staniscia, B. (2014)
Europe and its territories in global human
flows, in Pain, K. and Van Hamme, G.
(eds.), Changing Urban and Regional
Relations in a Globalizing World: Europe as

Montanari, A. and Staniscia, B. (2014)
International Tertiary Students: Is Rome an
Attractive Destination? EUROLIMES, 17,
pp. 169 – 183.
Nienaber, B. and Roos, U. (in print)
Internationalisierung der Gesellschaft und
die
Auswirkungen
auf
die
Raumentwicklung ‐ eine Einführung, in:
ARL‐Publikationen.
Nienaber, B. und Reich, A. (in print)
Moscheebauten und Minarettstreit in
Hessen, Rheinland‐Pfalz und dem Saarland
am Beispiel der Selimiye‐ Moschee in
Völklingen, in: ARL‐Publikationen.
Rodrigues, I., Williams, A.M. and Hall,
C.M. (2014) Tourism innovation policies:
implementation and outcomes, Annals of
Tourism Research, accepted for publication.
Roos, U., Hermes, C. and Nienaber, B. (in
print) Wohnsituation der atypischen
Grenzgänger an der luxemburgisch‐
deutschen Grenze, in: ARL‐Publikationen.
Royle, S.A. (2014) “This mere speck on the
surface of the waters”: Rockall aka
Waveland, Shima, 8.1, pp. 71‐82.
Royle, S.A. (2014)
Reaktion Books.

Islands,

London:
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Sadowski‐Smith, C. and Li, W. (2014) The
Racialization of Highly‐Skilled BRIC
Migrants in the Mexico‐US Borderlands,
Population, Space and Place, DOI:
10.1002/psp.1868.
Salazar, N.B. (2014) Heritage regimes and
the state by R. Bendix, A. Eggert & A.
Peselmann,
eds.
(2012).
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Anthropologist 116(2), pp. 438‐439.

Sprenger, S. and Nienaber, B. (2014)
Arbeitsmigration aus Bulgarien. Ursachen,
Probleme
der
Folgen
und
Migrationsbewegungen, Geographie Heute,
318, pp 26‐32.
Štefánková, M. and Drbohlav, D. (2014)
„Zlatá Praha, „zaslíbený jih“ a to ostatní…?
Regionální a sídelní preference obyvatelstva
Česka, Geografie, 119, č. 3, pp 218‐239.

Salazar, N.B. (2014) 1972‐2012: Forty years
of World Heritage Convention: Time to take
tourism seriously? In Gravari‐Barbas M. and
Jacquot S. (eds.) Patrimoine Mondial et
Développement: Au Défi du Tourisme
Durable, Montreal: Presses de I’Université
du Quebec, pp. 27‐45.

Weidenfeld, A., Williams, A.M. and Butler,
R. (2014) Spatial competition and
agglomeration in the visitor attraction
sector, Service Industries Journal 34(3).
DOI: 10.1080/02642069.2013.778251

Salazar, N.B. (2014) Introduction: Toward
an anthropology of tourism imaginaries, in
Salazar, N. and Graburn, N. (eds.) Tourism
imaginaries: Anthropological Approaches,
Oxford: Berghahn, pp. 1‐28.
Salazar, N.B. (2014) Migrating imaginaries
of a better life... until paradise finds you, in
Benson M. and Osbaldiston, N. (eds.)
Understanding
Lifestyle
Migration:
Theoretical Approaches to Migration and
the Quest for a Better Way of Life,
Basingstoke: Palgrave, pp. 119‐138.
Salazar, N.B. (2014) To be or not to be a
tourist: The role of concept‐metaphors in
tourism studies, Tourism Recreation
Research, 39(2), pp. 259‐265.
Salazar, N.B. and Glick‐Schiller, N. (2014)
Regimes of mobility: Imaginaries and
relationalities of power, London: Routledge.
[reprint]
Salazar, N.B. and Graburn, N. (2014)
Tourism imaginaries: Anthropological
approaches, Oxford: Berghahn.
Salazar, N.B. and Zhu, Y. (2014) Heritage
tourism in the context of globalization,
Journal of Southwest University for
Nationalities, 7, pp. 7‐13.

Williams, A.M. (2014) Tourism Innovation:
Products, Processes and People, in Lew,
A.L., Hall, C.M. and Williams, A.M. (eds.)
The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Tourism, Chichester: Wiley‐ Blackwell, pp
168‐178.
Williams, A.M. and Balaz, V. (2014)
Migration, Risk and Uncertainty, London:
Routledge, 240 pp.
Williams, A.M. and Balaz, V. (2014)
Tourism, risk and uncertainty: theoretical
reflections, Journal of Travel Research.
DOI: 10.1177/0047287514523334
Williams, A.M., Hall, C.M. and Lew, A.A.
(2014) Theoretical and Methodological
Challenges for Tourism: Just out of Sight or
Just Within Reach, in Lew, A.L., Hall, C.M.
and Williams, A.M. (eds) The Wiley
Blackwell
Companion to
Tourism,
Chichester: Wiley‐Blackwell, pp 625‐634.
Woods, M., Nienaber, B. and McDonagh, J.
(forthcoming) Globalization Processes and
the Restructuring of Europe’s Rural
Regions, in McDonagh, J., Nienaber, B. and
Woods, M. [accepted by Ashgate]:
Globalization and Europe’s Rural Regions.
4.2. Commission website
http://www.globility.org/
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The Globility website is now being managed
by an IT independent supporter, webmaster,
under the supervision of the Chairperson of
the Globility Commission, Prof. Josefina
Domínguez‐Mujica,
and
under
the
management of the Scientific Secretary Dr.
Barbara Staniscia. The website, with a new
domain, represents the major tool for
exchange of information among the
members of the Globility Commission and it
also constitutes its archive, with all the
documents produced by Globility since year
2000.
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C12.18 Hazard and Risk
Mission
We have the following mission for the 20122016 Commission:
 To construction networks with related
agencies working in geographical
approach for hazard and risk. The
Commission will promote further
collective engagement in research
projects with these organizations. The
aim is to research and publish from
geographical approach for hazard and
risk for mitigation such as GIS
technology with remote sensing and
landscape studies.
 To work to involve young researchers in
Geography. Given the discussion
networking each region in the
Commission, we have close links to the
several international disaster prevention
associations and work with IRDR
commission.
 Commission on hazard and risk for
2012-2016 activities will work with the
IGU Task Force on the risk
management theory to develop a
sustainable organization to support this
key endeavour for the future of the
discipline. We have found it useful to
have the taskforce linked to the
Commission through the former
commission SC member Juergen
Weichselgartner,
Senior
Science
Coordinator of LOICZ and PEAMSE.
The aim is to promote round tables for
discussions on risk management and to
contribute to social interchange, in
particular
 To extend the work on the role of
geography in for living with natural
disaster. This process will begin with a
contribution to the workshop in Tunis
2008, will proceed with the registration
of the statement on website, and the
distribution of the statement to all





national communities represented in the
IGU. The Commission will survey
uptake of the concepts on sustainable
development in curriculum materials,
and promote the ideas in working
conferences of the Commission.
To
development
of
statistical
approaches to evaluate regional risks
from the knowledge of atmosphererelated and lithosphere-related hazards
statistics.
To collect the issue for desertification
and to development of solution method
against desertification.

1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Shigeko
Haruyamaharuyama@bio.mie-u.ac.jp
haruyama@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Mie University
Applied geomorphology department
Mie, Pref., Japan
Vice Chair: Enrique NovoaJerezjnovoa@userena.cl
Area de Ciencias Geográficas
Universidad de La Serena
La Serena, Chile
Victor G. Jetten
jetten@itc.nl
ITC, Department of Earth Systems
Analysis
Enschede, The Netherlands
Sergey A. SOKRATOV
sokratov@geol.msu.ru
Faculty of Geography
Moscow State University
Moscow, Russia
Marek Degorski
m.degor@twarda.pan.pl
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Director Institute of Geography and Spatial
Organization
Polish Academy of Sciences
Warsaw, Poland

Ingo.hahn@uni-muenster.de
Institute for Landscape Ecology
Dep. Geosciences
University of Munster
Munster, Germany

Doracie Zoleta-Nantes
doracie.zoleta-nantes@anu.edu.au
Resource Management in Asia-Pacific
Program
The Australian National University
Canberra

Blaz Komac
blaz.komac@zrc-sazu.si
Anton Melik Geographical institute
Scientific Research Centre of the Slovenian
Academy of Sciences and Arts
Secretary: Hiroshi Shimazu
Shimazu＠ris.ac.jp
Rissyo University
Kumagaya Saitama, Japan

Sue-Ching Jou
jouchen@ntu.edu.tw
Department of Geography
National Taiwan University
Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C
Ingo J. Hahn
1.2. Corresponding Members

Number of members per country as of 30 September 2014:
Azerbaijan

2

Egypt

4

Korea

6

Russia

25

Austria

1

Finland

1

Mexico

3

Sri Lanka

1

Australia

3

France

4

Myanmar

7

Slovak Rep

1

Bangladesh

8

Germany

14

Nepal

2

Vietnam

29

Brazil

3

Hungary

3

Norway

1

Thailand

13

Canada

2

India

11

Nigeria

2

Turkey

1

Chile

9

Indonesia

7

Netherlands

7

UK

5

China Taipei

9

Israel

4

Philippines

2

Ukraine

1

China Beijing

11

Italy

3

Poland

25

USA

9

Czech

5

Japan

90

Portugal

1

Total

336

2. Meetings
2.1. IGU Regional Conference
Krakow, Poland

2014,

IGU Commission sessions on hazard and
risk were specific five categorized sections
and excellent 41 presentations. The
following sessions were conducted:

-

Government, academic initiative and
partnerships on reduction of risks from
natural hazards and disasters for
adaptation to climate change
Disaster and resilience
Anthropogenic influence on natural
hazards and related risks
Land use change and Urban flood
Adaptation and governance for future
climate change and disaster
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2.2. Future Events




IGU Regional conference 2015 will be
held in Moscow and our commission
are preparing specific governance and
climatic change adaptations related
with natural disasters.
Tokyo Conference on International
Study for Disaster Risk Reduction
and Resilience: Towards a new science
and technology to consolidate disaster
risk reduction and sustainable
development – January 2015

3. Networking
-

Collaboration session with IGU LUCC
commission at Poland in Aug. 2014
IGU-RC
Collaboration session with IGU cold
region commission at Poland in
Aug.2014 IGU-RC.
Future collaboration with IRDR
(Tokyo conference 2015 Jan.)
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C12.19 Health and the Environment
Mandate & Strategic Foci
Members of the IGU Commission on Health
and the Environment carry out research on
health and health care in the natural and built
environment recognizing the importance of
gender and diversity in a globalized world.
Three strategic foci for the current mandate
period 2012 to 2016 are:
1. the analysis of quality of life with an
emphasis on health, health care, and the
environment at various geographic
scales;
2. the links among global change, global
health and the environment; and
3. urban health and the role of migration
and immigration.
These foci reflect outcomes of the previous
work carried out by IGU CHE (2000-2012)
and the strategic aim to strengthen with our
contributions new initiatives like Future
Earth, One Health or Health and Wellbeing
in the Changing Urban Environment. CHE
members continue to represent IGU in these
and many other international initiatives over
the mandate period 2012-2016 contributing
as health geographers to the international
efforts to improve global health.

1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Prof. Wuyi Wang, Co- Chairperson
China
Institute of Geographical Sciences and
Natural Resources Research (IGSNRR)
Chinese Academy of Science (CAS)
E-mail: wangwy@igsnrr.ac.cn
Prof. Thomas Krafft, Co- Chairperson
Netherlands
University of Maastricht
E-mail:
thomas.krafft@maastrichtuniversity.nl

Prof. Gerard Salem
France
Université Paris Oeust
E-mail: gerard.salem@u-paris10.fr /
salem.gerard@gmail.com
Prof. Raul Guimares
Brazil
State University of São Paulo
E-mail: raulguimaraes@uol.com.br
Prof. Sarah Lovell
New Zealand
University of Canterbury
E-mail: sarah.lovell@canterbury.ac.nz
Prof. Izabella Lecka
Poland
Warsaw University
E-mail: kray001@fiu.edu
Prof. Svetlana Malkhazova
Russia
Moscow State University
E-mail: sveta_geo@yahoo.com
Prof. Sarah McLafferty
USA
University of Illinois
E-mail: smclaff@uiuc.edu
Prof. Giovanni De Santis
Italy
University of Bergamo
E-mail: giovanni.desantis@univr.it
Prof. Liliana Dumitrache
Romania
University of Bucarest
E-mail: dosaredumitrache@yahoo.com
At the IGU Regional Conference in Krakow
Robin Kearns (New Zealand), long-term
member of the CHE steering comittee,
handed over to Sarah Lovell (New Zealand)
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who had already been nominated at the
Cologne IGC in 2012. The commission
members thank Robin Kearns for his strong
commitment and his valuable contributions
and look forward to his further engagement
as a commission member.
The Commission on Health and the
Environment is warmly welcoming Sarah
Lovell as new member of the steering group.
1.2. Honorary Members
Prof. Yola Verhasselt
Belgium

Académie Royales des Sciences
d’Outre-Mer
E-mail: kaowarsom@skynet.be
Prof. David Phillips
Hong Kong
Lingnan University
E-mail: apias@fn.edu. hk
Prof. Mark W. Rosenberg
Canada
Queen’s University
E-mail: mark.rosenberg@queensu.ca

1.3. Corresponding Members
Number of commission members per country as of 2012:
Argentina

5

Estonia

1

Jordan

1

Slovenia

1

Australia

4

Fiji

1

Kenya

1

South Africa

12

Austria

1

Finland

2

Korea

2

Spain

3

Bangladesh

5

France

19

Mauritius

2

Sri Lanka

1

Belgium

2

Germany

12

Mexico

3

Sweden

4

Benin

1

Hong Kong

1

Netherlands

4

Switzerland

6

Brazil

4

Hungary

3

New Zealand

9

Taiwan

2

Brunei

1

India

24

Nigeria

6

Thailand

1

Burkina Faso

1

Indonesia

1

Norway

1

Turkey

1

Canada

22

Ireland

3

Pakistan

1

United Kingdom

17

Chile

1

Israel

1

Poland

3

USA

21

China

4

Italy

7

Portugal

5

Zaire

1

Cuba

3

Ivory Coast

1

Romania

1

Total

257

Czech Republic

4

Jamaica

2

Russia

6

Egypt

1

Japan

4

Saudi Arabia

1

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings and Activities supported
and/or co-sponsored by the CHE and
activities with IGU representation by
CHE in 2014
During 2014 IGU CHE has continued to
organise, actively support and/or co-sponsor
- 396 -

key meetings and activities for the scientific
community. A short overview on some of
the main activities is provided in the
following:


The International Conference on Urban
Health was held from the 4-7 March
2014 in Manchester, United Kingdom
also in collaboration with the ICSU
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programme on Health and Wellbeing in
the Changing Urban Environment. The
commission was actively participating
in the Healthy-Polis Workshop on
Challenges and Opportunities for Urban
Environmental
Health
and
Sustainability.
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From April
21-24
2014
the
GEOSAUDE
Health
Geography
Congress for Portuguese speaking
countries took place in Coimbra,
Portugal. The meeting was hosted by
Prof. PauIa Santana and the health
geography research group at the
University of Coimbra. IGU CHE was a
key sponsor of this meeting and
provided financial support for the
participation
of
young
health
geographers from Africa in this
meeting. The meeting was instrumental
to inter alia extend the CHE network
within Sub-Saharan Africa.
As a CHE pre-conference activity to the
2014 IGU regional meeting a medical
geography symposium was organized at
the Faculty of Geography and Regional
Studies of the University of Warsaw on
14-17 of August. The Commission
thanks the host, Prof. Izabela Lecka for
her passionate involvement and
organization. The pre-conference with a
single stream of papers was attended by
some 30 participants and provided an
excellent opportunity to discuss new
research in medical geography by PhDs
and young postdocs. A half-day
excursion in Warsaw and a full day field
trip (on the way to Krakow) completed
the scientific programme.
The 2014 IGU regional conference was
held in Krakow, Poland from the 17-21
of August. The Commission organized
four dedicated health sessions and many
members contributed also to other
sessions. A business meeting of the
CHE steering committee together with
other CHE members was held as a site
event of the conference.



At the World Health Summit in Berlin
in October CHE members represented
the CHE in a workshop on “Trade
Agreements: Challenges for Global
Health?”



The XIth International Seminar of
Medical Geography (Geomed) with the
thematic focus on health management
takes place from 18-20 December 2014
in Perugia, Italy. The meeting is
organised by CHE steering committee
member Prof. Giovanni de Santis. IGU
CHE is co-sponsor of this conference.

2.2. Meetings, upcoming events and
related activities of IGU-CHE in
2015-2016


The IGU regional conference 17-21
August 2015 will be in Moscow,
Russia. The conference theme is
“Geography, Culture and Society for
Our Future Earth” Thematic sessions
will be organised by the IGU CHE.



Steering Commission member Svetlana
Malkhazova together with Dmizry
Orlov is organizing a Pre-Conference
from the 14-16 August 2015 in
Vladimir, Russia. The proposed session
topics include: Geography of Infectious
Diseases, Urban Health, Health
Systems and Access to Care, Global
Health and Health Geography and
Education in Health Geography and
Human Ecology



In 2015 the GEOSAUDE the Health
Geography Congress for Portuguese
speaking Countries will be organized in
cooperation with the ICSU programme
on Health and Wellbeing in the
Changing Urban Environment. The
meeting will take place in Brasilia with
FIOCRUZ as local organiser. IGU CHE
is actively involved in preparing this
meeting and is a co-sponsor.
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IMGS 2015, the 16th International
Medical Geography Symposium, will
be in Vancouver, Canada. Valorie
Crooks is the head of the local
organizing committee. IGU CHE is
cosponsor of this meeting.



The
2016
33rd
International
Geographical Conference will be held
in Beijing, China. All IGU CHE
activities, including a pre-conference
meeting, Beijing will be coordinated by
Wang Wuyi.

3. Networking
3.1. IGU CHE supported initiatives in
2014
Following a proposal by the CHE member
Gerard Salem, IGU CHE is supporting a
new initiative to set up a new International
Centre for Urban Health in Developing
Countries. The objectives of the new centre
will be to organize seminars, intensive
trainings to promote academic and
professional training, multidisciplinary
approaches, and bridges between decisions
makers, stakeholders and researchers. The
proposed centre is to be set up in Mbour,
Senegal.
IGU CHE is also supporting to develop a
network of researcher working on topics
related to African studies. The leading
Institution will be the University Cheikh
Anta Diop in Dakar, Senegal. This activity
is led by the steering group member Gerard
Salem.
Since 2008 IGU CHE members have been
involved first in the initial ICSU Planning
Group on Health and Wellbeing in the
Changing Urban Environment and since the
official launch of the programme by the
ICSU 30th General Assembly in 2011 in the
scientific committee of the programme. IGU
CHE strongly supports this ICSU initiative
that has - after a delayed start - taken on real
momentum in 2013. In 2014 the IPO was
established in Xiamen, China. In December
- 398 -

2014 commission members participated at
the first ICSU urban health conference in
Xiamen, China. Through the IGU CHE
members IGU is currently the most active
ICSU member supporting this programme.
Further meetings and conferences are
planned in China 2015 and 2016 (linked to
the IGC).
In conjunction with its support for the ICSU
programme IGU CHE has set up an
interdisciplinary European group on
Urbanization and Health linked to the
ICSU’s Program on Health and Wellbeing in
the Changing Urban Environment. This
group will function as the European regional
group for the ICSU programme and also as
dedicated partner for an African group that
is currently established as one result of the
International conference on Intra Urban
Dynamics and Health held in Paris in 2013.
After a couple of meetings a joint Horizon
2020 application was submitted and
successfully granted. The new flagship
project EURO HEALTHY lead by IGU
CHE member Paula Santa from Coimbra
University, Portugal will start in January
2015. The project includes a couple of health
geographers from across Europe and will
lead, in addition to the project outcome, to
enhanced network activities between Public
Health and Health Geography in Europe.
Future Earth as Global Change Research
Initiative that has been launched by ICSU
together with other partners to replace
IGBG, DIVERSITAS and IHDP fully
emerged in 2014. The role of health as a
cross cutting theme within Future Earth
remains unclear and the existing dedicated
project of Global Environmental Change
and Human Health (GECHH) will be
discontinued – so far - without any
substitute. IGU CHE will continue to play an
active role in advocating the need for a
strong health component within Future
Earth.
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3.2. Capacity building activities in 2014
Student Training Workshop on “Global
Change and Health Research“ took place at
the
Research
Centre
for
Global
Environmental Change and Health, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Beijing from 15-17
October 2014. The workshop was hosted by
the Institute of Geographical Sciences and
Natural Resources Research. The purpose of
the workshop was to provide advanced
training to Ph.D. students through a series of
lectures and participatory experiences that
gave the trainees a better understanding of
theoretical and methodological issues
related to environmental change and health
risks affecting vulnerable populations. A
further purpose was advanced training of
skills required to advance the student’s
research careers (e.g., peer-reviewed
manuscript writing and research proposal
writing). Participants got also the chance to
learn about international programmes and
initiatives in this field. The student training
workshops remain an important component
of IGU CHE’s strategy of capacity building
and of enhancing the visibility of health
geography.
As part of the IGU CHE’s capacity building
initiative it was decided to form a young
researcher group of IGU CHE. The group
will be managed by a smaller core group of
young scientists (post graduate level till 5
years after PhD) from across the globe. This
group was initiated by former participants of
IGU CHE’s international capacity building
workshops and is currently coordinated by
Eva Pilot (Maastricht University). The goal
of the group is to foster exchange of young
researcher interested in health geography.
More information and contacts can be found
on the webpage
http://www.iguhep.org/youngche.html and
soon in addition on a separate webpage
http://www.healthgeography.org.
3.3. Upcoming capacity building activities


Implementation of a Master of
Geography of Health in Africa at the





University Cheikh Anta Diop (Dakar,
Senegal)
in
collaboration
with
University Gaston Berger (Saint Louis
du Senegal), Institut de recherché pour
le development (IRD) and the
University Paris Ouest Nanterre-La
defense.
Student Training Workshop on “Health
and Environmental Change in BeijingTianjin Mega City Area” at the
Research
Centre
for
Global
Environmental Change and Health,
Beijing, China (October 2015): The
workshop will be held following a
scientific workshop hosted by the
Institute of Geographical Sciences and
Natural Resources Research at the
Chinese Academy of Science (CAS).
As a capacity building activity the
commission is supporting the initiative
on a young researcher network. The aim
of the network is to support networking
in an early carreer and will provide
ample information and resources on
health geography.

4. Publications
4.1. Books
Health and Environmental Changes Urban
Areas. Editors: Wang W, Krafft T,
Rosenberg M, Pilot E. Published by China
Environment Press, Beijing, China, 2014.
The book Health and Environmental Change
in Urban Areas consists of a collection of
articles addressing important issues of urban
health. The book originated in a series of
scientific symposia that took place at the
Chinese Academy of Sciences. The book is
a joint effort of members of the IGU CHE.
4.2. Commission website
IGU CHE internet appearance. The new
website http://www.iguhep.org/ includes
announcements, member information,
reports and meeting minutes.
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The young researcher’s network of the
commission can be found in addition on
http://www.healthgeography.org.
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C12.20 History of Geography
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Jacobo GARCÍA-ÁLVAREZ, Chair
Departamento de Humanidades: Historia,
Geografía y Arte
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
C/ Madrid 126, Edificio 14
despacho 14.2.13, 28093 Getafe
Spain
E-mail: jacobo.garcia@uc3m.es
Michael HEFFERNAN, Vice-Chair
School of Geography
University of Nottingham
University Park
Nottingham, NG7 2RD
United Kingdom
E-mail: Mike.Heffernan@nottingham.ac.uk
Jean-Yves PUYO, Secretary-Treasurer
& Web Site Editor
Département de Géographie
Laboratoire Société, Environnement,
Territoire
Université de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour
Domaine Universitaire
64000 Pau
France
E-mail: jean-yves.puyo@univ-pau.fr
Charles W. J. WITHERS
Institute of Geography
University of Edinburgh
Drummond Street
Edinburgh EH8 9XP
E-mail: c.w.j.withers@ed.ac.uk
Tamami FUKUDA
School of Environmental System Sciences
Osaka Prefecture University
1-1 Gakuen-cho, Naka-ku
Sakai,Osaka 599-8531
JAPAN
E-mail:tamami@hs.osakafu-u.ac.jp

Joao Carlos GARCIA
Departamento de Geografía
Facultade de Letras
Universidade do Porto
Via Panorâmica s/n
4150-564 Porto
Portugal
E-mail: jgarcia@letras.up.pt
Guy MERCIER
Centre interuniversitaire d’études sur les
lettres, les arts et les traditions (CELAT)
Département de géographie
Université de Laval
Pavillon Charles-De Koninck
Québec G1K 7P4
Canada
E-mail: Guy.Mercier@ggr.ulaval.ca
Judite do NASCIMENTO
Departamento de Ciència e Tecnologia
Universidade de Cabo Verde
Campus do Palmarejo
Praia, Santiago
Cabo Verde
E-mail:
judite.nascimento@adm.unicv.edu.cv
Jan VANDERSMISSEN
Centre d’Histoire des Sciences et des
Techniques
Université de Liège
17 place Delcour
4020 Liège
Belgium
E-mail: Jan.Vandersmissen@ulg.ac.be
Leon YACHER
Department of Geography
Southern Connecticut State University
501 Crescent Street
New Haven, CT 06515-1355
United States of America
E-mail: yacherl1@southernct.edu
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Perla ZUSMAN
CONICET/Instituto de Geografía,
Universidad de Buenos Aires
Puán 480, 4to piso CP 1406
Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires
Argentina
E-mail: perlazusman@yahoo.es

64000 Pau
France
E-mail: vincent.berdoulay@univ-pau.fr
1.2. Corresponding Members
When the Commission on the History of
Geography adopted its current name
(approved on August 2008, on the occasion
on the 31st IGC), Prof. Berdoulay
(Commission Chair from 1996 to 2004)
kindly provided the current CSC with a list
of nearly 300 members of the former
Commission on the History of Geographical
Thought) as of August 2004. Since August
2008, this list has been updated and
extended, reaching a total of 401 members
(as of 1 December 2014), including the
CSC’s members and (from the very first
time) excluding persons who lack of an
active identifiable email address. The list
includes members from 47 different
countries as set out below.

Honorary Chairs
Anne BUTTIMER
University College Dublin
School of Geography, Planning &
Environmental Policy
Belfield Dublin 4
Ireland
E-mail: anne.buttimer@ucd.ie
Vincent BERDOULAY
Département de Géographie
Laboratoire Société, Environnement,
Territoire
Université de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour
Domaine Universitaire

Number of commission members as of 1 December 2014
Albania

1

Czech Rep

1

Italy

18

Senegal

3

Algeria

1

Finland

2

Japan

16

Slovenia

1

Argentina

3

France

46

Madagascar

1

South Africa

1

Australia

3

Gabon

1

Mexico

7

Spain

76

Bangladesh

1

Germany

13

Morocco

2

Sweden

1

Belgium

2

Hungary

3

Netherlands

2

Switzerland

6

Brazil

65

India

2

New Zealand

1

Taiwan

4

Canada

8

Indonesia

1

Pakistan

1

Tunisia

1

Cape Verde

11

Iraq

1

Poland

8

UK

20

Chile

1

Iran

1

Portugal

10

USA

23

China

8

Ireland

2

Romania

1

Venezuela

1

Colombia

1

Israel

11

Russia

7

Vietnam

1

Total

401
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2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings organised in 2014
Krakow, Poland, August 2014:
Paper session on the topic “What (political)
geography ought to be? Theoretical
approaches to and historical perspectives
on geography and geopolitics as
instruments of peace”, jointly organised
with the IGU Commission on Political
Geography, within the framework of the next
IGU Regional Conference
In accordance with one of the main
objectives included in the Commission’s
work plan for 2012-2016, namely to deepen
our understanding of the utility of geography
as a "reservoir" of ideas and experiences
with which to address some relevant social
and environmental challenges of the
contemporary world, the Commission
organised a joint session in cooperation with
the Commission on Political Geography in
the last IGU Regional Conference, held in
Krakow on August 2014. The topic of this
session, co-chaired by Prof. Toshiyuki
Shimazu (on behalf of the Commission on
the History of Geography) and Dr. Ellena de
ll’Agnese (on behalf of the Commission on
Political Geography), was: “What (political)
geography ought to be? Theoretical
approaches to and historical perspectives on
geography and geopolitics as instruments of
peace”. Stimulated by the IGU initiative for
a UN International Year of Global
Understanding, this session was aimed to
attract papers examining how geography
and geographers have contributed to foster
peace, cultural tolerance and mutual
understanding at different scales throughout
the modern and contemporary history of the
discipline The ten papers presented on this
occasion examined and highlighted the
legacy and present interest of some
geographical figures, institutions or events
linked
in
exemplary
fashion
to
antimilitarism, peace diplomacy and
research, geographical internationalism and
education for tolerance, such as E. Reclus, P.

Kropotkin, P. Vidal de la Blache, S.
Pawłowski, G. Jobberns and the 1871
Antwerp
international
geographical
congress.
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, December 2014:
Symposium on the topic “The circulation of
ideas in the history of geographic
knowledge: hierarchies, scales, networks
and interactions”, jointly organised with the
Brazilian Network on the History of
Geography and Historical Geography (Rede
Brasileira de História da Geografia e
Geografia Histórica)
The second meeting organised by the
Commission within 2014 will be the
international
symposium
on
“The
circulation of ideas in the history of
geographic knowledge: hierarchies, scales,
networks and interactions”, to be held in Rio
de Janeiro from 16 to 20 December 2014.
This event, jointly organised with the
Brazilian Network on the History of
Geography and Historical Geography (Rede
Brasileira de História da Geografia e
Geografia Histórica), is structured around
the following three thematic axis: 1)
Hierarchies: Centers and Peripheries in the
history of geography; 2) Interactions:
disciplinary transits and translations of
geographic knowledge; and 3) Networks:
institutional arrangements and intellectual
cooperation in the history of geography. In
addition to the scientific interest of the topic
for the history of the discipline, this
initiative is clearly in line with another
strategic target of the Commission’s work
plan for 2012-2016, addressed to help to
build a history of geography that takes fully
into account contributions from beyond the
European and Anglo-American regions. A
maximum of 50 papers have been selected to
be presented in the meeting, the majority of
them coming from Latin American
countries. The main findings and
conclusions related to this meeting will be
considered in the Report for 2015.
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2.2. Future meetings
Pau, France, March/April 2015
1er Atelier International Franco-Brésilien:
Etudes comparées d'épistemologie et
histoire de la Géographie
Moscow, Russia, August 2015
Paper session on the topic “Exploring and
mapping lands, air and waters. Research on
the History of Geographical Explorations”,
organised within the framework of the next
IGU Regional Conference.
Session chairs: Profs. Jacobo GarcíaÁlvarez and Alexey V. Postnikov
Paper session on the topic “Rethinking what
(political) geography ought to be: theories,
histories and practices of geography and
geopolitics as instruments of peace”, jointly
organised with the IGU Commission on
Political Geography, within the framework
of the next IGU Regional Conference
Session chairs: Profs. Takashi Yamazaki
and Alexey V. Postnikov

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU

Since the last International Geographical
Congress, the current CSC has reestablished a policy of cooperation with
other IGU Commissions and tasks forces
which used to be very intense and fruitful in
previous periods. As a result of it, the
Commission organised a joint paper session
with the Commission on Gender and
Geography within the framework of the
Regional Conference held in 2013 in Kyoto,
on the topic “History of Geography,
Geographical Thought and Practice, and
Gender”, whose main findings and
conclusions were examined in the previous
Commission. In a similar way, the
Commission organised a joint session in
cooperation with the Commission on
Political Geography in the last IGU
Regional Conference, held in Cracow on

August 2014. The topic of this session, cochaired by Prof. Toshiyuki Shimazu (on
behalf of the Commission on the History of
Geography) and Dr. Ellena de ll’Agnese (on
behalf of the Commission on Political
Geography), was: “What (political)
geography ought to be? Theoretical
approaches to and historical perspectives on
geography and geopolitics as instruments of
peace”. In the light of this very positive and
interesting experience, both Commissions
have decided to propose another joint
session on a very similar topic for the 2015
IGU Regional Conference, under the title of
“Rethinking what (political) geography
ought to be: theories, histories and practices
of geography and geopolitics as instruments
of peace”.
The CSC is aware that the Commission’s
cross-thematic approach lends itself to
cooperation with other Commissions and
Task Forces, and we will work to foster
these developments during the following
years, including the aforementioned plans
for Moscow 2015.
3.2. Collaboration
with
national
organisations and research groups
As noted in the Commission’s report for the
period 2008-2012, the networking strategies
followed by the current CSC did put
particular emphasis on strengthening and
multiplying relationships with national
organisations
and
research
groups
specifically concerned with the history of
geography and cartography. This approach
has been fruitfully continued during the
current period of activity (2012-2016), as
evidenced by the following experiences and
initiatives:
1.

2.

The symposium held in Manchester, in
July 2013, in cooperation with the
History and Philosophy of Geography
Research Group of the Royal
Geographical Society with the Institute
of British Geographers;
The paper session organised in Kyoto,
in August 2013, in cooperation with the
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3.

Geographical Thought Study Group of
the Human Geographical Society of
Japan.
The forthcoming symposium in Rio de
Janeiro (December 2014), that will be
jointly organised with the Brazilian
Network on the History of Geography
and Historical Geography (Rede
Brasileira de História da Geografia e
Geografia Histórica).

3.3. Cooperative
efforts
with
the
International Council for Science
(ICSU)
Since 1976, the Commission has acted as an
international Commission not only within
the IGU, but also within the Division of
History of Science and Technology (DHST)
of the International Union of the History and
Philosophy of Science and Technology
(IUHPST), which, the same as IGU, is part
of the ICSU. Careful efforts have been made
during the last years to re-establish and
normalize the links of the Commission with
the IUHPST, which, as noted in previous
reports, were interrupted between 2004 and
2008.
As for every Commission of the IUHPST,
the Commission on the History of
Geography has a seat and right to vote in the
IUHPST General Assembly (which takes
place every four years, within the
International Congresses) and submits
annual reports for the IUHPST Executive
Committee (which are assessed and
approved by it). One of the members of the
CSC is specifically engaged on keeping and
strengthening the relationships with the
IUHPST, namely Dr. Jan Vandersmissen,
who is currently the Head of the Centre
d'Histoire des Sciences et des Techniques at
the University of Liège and, since December
2012, corresponding member of the
International Academy of the History of
Science (http://www.aihs-iahs.org/).

4. Publications
4.1. Books and journals
In the 2014, the Commission has issued two
different kind of publications, apart from its
website. Firstly, the Commission has
continued to edit the annual serial collection
Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies
(one volume published in 2014):
Hayden LORIMER & Charles W. J.
WITHERS
(eds):
Geographers:
Biobibliographical Studies, vol. 33, London
& New York, 2014, 224 pp. Published by
Bloomsbury on behalf of the IGU-CHG
ISBN: 978-1472566614
Second, some Commission CSC members
have fostered and edited the publication of
one book and a booklet based on the results
of previous Commission meetings, namely:
-

GARCÍA-ÁLVAREZ,
Jacobo
&
GARCIA, João Carlos (eds.): Historia
da Geografia e colonialismo / / Histoire
de la Géographie et Colonialisme /
History of Geography and Colonialism,
Lisboa, Centro de Estudos Geográficos
- IGU Commission on the History of
Geography, 2014, 302 p.

This book is based on a selection of the
papers presented to the Commission
symposium held in Praia, Cape Verde, on
June 2011. It includes 18 contributions in
three different languages (8 in Portuguese, 5
in French and 5 in English), besides a
Preliminary note by the Editors.
-

SHIMAZU
Toshiyuki
(ed.),
Languages, materiality, and the
construction
of
geographical
modernities (Japanese contributions to
the history of geographical thought
Series, vol. 10), Wakayama, Wakayama
University - Department of geography,
2014, 117 p. (ISBN: 978-4-9900-53796).
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This booklet is based on a selection 7 papers
presented to the Commission sessions held
in the Kyoto IGU Regional Conference, on
August 2013, in addition to the Editor’s
introduction.
4.2. Commission website
Along the lines of the former Commission
on the History of Geographical Thought,
chaired by Prof. Vincent Berdoulay from
1996 to 2004, the CHG relaunched, since
August 2008, a website to spread its own
works and activities. Its URL is as follows:
http://web.univ-pau.fr
/RECHERCHE/UGIHG/index.html
Hosted by the CNRS scientific laboratory
SET (Society, Environment and Territory)
of the University of Pau and Pays de l’Adour

and edited by the Commission’s SecretaryTreasurer, Prof. Jean-Yves Puyo, the
website gives account of the main news and
information concerning the Commission’s
recent life, including not only its activities,
newsletters and main publications since
2008 onwards, as well as its work plans for
the next years, but also the newsletters and
other relevant documents relating the period
1996-2004. The website welcomes any
relevant news and meeting announcements
about the History of Geography. The
website has tried to report in three
languages: English, French, and Spanish.
This is time-consuming, but we intend to
continue this policy as we consider it
important and a valuable step in
disseminating the Commission’s work
internationally.
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C12.20 Indigenous Peoples’ Knowledge and Rights
Despite extensive and effective activity
during 2013, 2014 has been relatively quiet
for the IPKRC-IGU. Yet, although there
were no formal meetings of the commission,
its members have continued to work within
their own countries to “encourage and
mentor young academics, particularly
Indigenous scholars, [and] to encourage and
foster geographic research for and with
Indigenous communities”.

1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
The Commission’s steering committee has
been remarkably stable since inauguration in
2007 but recent and forthcoming
retirements, along with a recognised need to
increase the spatial range of the
Commission’s representation, will require a
refresh of personnel over the next two years.
Chair: Dr. Brad Coombes
School of Environment
University of Auckland
PB 92019 Auckland 1020
AOTEAROA/NEW ZEALAND
b.coombes@auckland.ac.nz
Dr. William Jonas
(billjonas@optusnet.com.au)
Represented by Professor Richard Howitt
Department of Environment and
Geography
Macquarie University, North Ryde, NSW
2109
AUSTRALIA
rhowitt@els.mq.edu.au
Assoc. Professor Jay T. Johnson
Department of Geography
University of Kansas
1475 Jayhawk Blvd.
Lawrence, KS 66045
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

jaytjohnson@ku.edu
Professor Evelyn Peters
Department of Geography
University of Winnipeg
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3B 2E9
CANADA
ej.peters@uwinnipeg.ca
Assoc. Professor Maano Ramutsindela
Department of Environmental &
Geographical Science
University of Cape Town
Private Bag X3, Rondebosch 7701
SOUTH AFRICA
maano@enviro.uct.ac.za
Dr. Albertus (Monti) Pramono
Researcher, Aliansi Masyarakat Adat
Nusantara (AMAN)
Tl. B No.4 RT 001 RW006 Komp Rawa
Bambui, Jakarta 12520
INDONESIA
monti@cbn.net.id
Assoc. Professor Ming Huey (tibu) Wang
National Taiwan Normal University
162 Hoping East Rd., Sec. 1, Taipei 106
TAIWAN
t24019@cc.ntnu.edu.tw
1.2. Corresponding Members
On the basis of individuals who are
registered with our email list-serv, the
Commission’s membership is currently 181,
covering 14 countries:
Australia
37 Norway
5
Canada

24

Japan

1

Finland

2

South Africa

1

Ireland

2

Sweden

3

Israel

2

Taiwan

8

Indonesia

1

UK

6

New Zealand

36

USA

53
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2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings during 2014
Two meetings were scheduled for 2014 but,
unfortunately, neither could proceed. A
symposium in Winnipeg, Canada – on
Indigenous community development – was
intended, but its organiser was overwhelmed
with the administration of an earlier
symposium on Indigenous homelessness. A
pre-conference meeting was proposed
before the quadrennial Institute of
Australian Geographers-New Zealand
Geographical Society Conference in July.
Unlike the situation in 2010, when the joint
conference was preceded by a highly
successful pre-conference meeting of the
IPKRC, it was not possible to organize an
equivalent event this year because the
conference organisers adopted a more
localized organisational structure.
Unlike 2013, the IPKRC did not organise
events nor sessions for the 2014 regional
conference of the IGU. Commission
members believe strongly in the need to
collaborate with local Indigenous peoples
and a chain of regional meetings in Europe
does not facilitate that goal. It was
anticipated that Moscow, 2015, would
provide more opportunities for Indigenous
engagement than Krakow, 2014, and – given
that Commission members would be
unlikely to attend both – it was decided to
concentrate efforts on the 2015 regional
conference.
2.2. Future Meetings
Commission members were asked to
evaluate four options for study tours before
or after the 2015 regional meeting in
Moscow. Some members were concerned
about the political situation in and around
Russia, along with the associated difficulties
that may be experienced in respect of visas
and accessing Indigenous communities.
Although they favored a pre-conference
meeting in Finland rather than Russia, the
majority of members desire to engage with

indigeneity in Russia or its semiautonomous regions. The Chair of the
Commission has been in negotiations with
both the ‘Basin Council’ of the Pomory
People’s Organisation in Chupa (White Sea)
and Yasevey, the Indigenous People’s
Organization of the Nenets Autonomous
Okrug, Naryan Mar (Barents Sea). Both
organisations are willing to host the
commission and both options will be kept
open until such time as the political situation
in Russia and its potential impact on a study
tour are knowable. Whatever option is
adopted, the emphasis of the study tour will
be on establishing and maintaining
Indigenous self-determination over resource
use in a context of rapid change. Four paper
sessions have so far been organised for the
Moscow meeting, and others will follow.

3. Networking
with
3.1. Collaborations
international bodies

other

There were no official collaborations during
2014, but the Commission and its members
often work with national geographical
associations to develop study tours or offconference meetings.
The IPKRC has observer status with the
United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues.

4. Publications
4.1. Journals
The three steering committee members who
have been writing ‘Indigenous Geographies’
reports for Progress in Human Geography
completed their trilogy late in 2014:
Coombes, B. L., Johnson, J. T., and Howitt,
R, (2014). Indigenous geographies III:
Methodological innovation and the
unsettling of participatory research.
Progress in Human Geography 38(6): 852864.
409
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Coombes, B., Johnson, J. T., and Howitt, R.
(2013). Indigenous geographies II: The
aspirational spaces in postcolonial politics –
reconciliation, belonging and social
provision. Progress in Human Geography 37
(5), 691-700.
4.2. Commission website
The Commission regularly updates its
membership through use of a dedicated
website which includes photo-blogs of its
study tours and copies of its annual reports:
http://www.indigenousgeography.net/ipkrc.
shtm
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C12.22 Islands
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Chang-Yi David Chang
Institute of Geography
National Taiwan University
1, Sec. 4, Roosevelt Road, Taipei 106
Taiwan
E-mail: changyi@ntu.edu.tw
Vice Chair: Eric Clark
Department of Human Geography
Lund University
Sölvegatan 12, 22362 Lund
Sweden
E-mail: eric.clark@keu.lu.se
Executive Secretary: Huei-Min Tsai
Graduate Institute of Environmental
Education
National Taiwan Normal University
P.O. Box 97-145, Taipei 116
Taiwan
E-mail: hmtsai@ntnu.edu.tw
Godfrey Baldacchino
University of Prince Edward Island
Charlottetown
Canada C1A 4P3
Email: gbaldacchino@upei.ca
Costis Hadjimichalis
Harokopio University of Athens
Department of Geography
70 EL. Venizilou St., Athens
17671 Greece
E-mail: hadjimichalis@hua.gr
François Taglioni
Institut of research on development
BP 172 97492 Sainte-Clotilde cedex
Reunion island
E-mail: tagli@diplomacy.edu
Randy Thaman

Department of Geography
Faculty of Islands and Oceans
The University of the South Pacific
Laucala Campus, Fiji
E-mail: thaman_r@usp.ac.fj
Maciej Jedrusik
University of Warsaw
Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies
Krakowskie Przedmiescie 30 000-927
Warsaw, Poland
Email: maciusik1@uw.edu.pl
Gerard Persoon
Department of Anthropology
Leiden University
P. O. Box 9518, 2300 RA Leiden
The Netherlands
Email: persoon@cml.leidenuniv.nl
Beate Ratter
Institute of Geography
University of Hamburg
BundesstraBe 55, 20146 Hamburg,
Germany
E-mail: ratter@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de
Steve Royle
School of Geography, Archaeology and
Palaeoecology
Queen's University Belfast
Belfast BT7 1NN Northern Ireland, UK
Email: s.royle@qub.ac.uk
Philip Steinberg
Department of Geography
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-2190, USA
E-mail: psteinbe@coss.fsu.edu
Elaine Stratford
School of Geography and Environmental
Studies, Hobart Campus
University of Tasmania, Australia
E-mail: Elaine.Stratford@utas.edu.au
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1.2. Corresponding Members

4. Publications

There is no formal list of membership. The
participants of each conference and meeting
are automatically on the mailing list for
upcoming events. The number on mailing
list is about 150, covering 25 countries
(August, 2014).

4.1. Books and Journals

2. Meetings

A Special Issue for the Islands Commission
in 2014 IGU Regional Conference at
Krakow will be published by Professor
Macirj Jedrusik.

2.1. Meetings in 2014
IGU Regional Conference, Krakow, Poland,
August, 2014. The Commission organized 3
islands sessions.

The Island Studies Journal is managed by
Steering Committee member Godfrey
Baldacchino and is one forum for
publication of commission research.

4.2. Commission website

2.2. Future Meetings

The Commission website is regularly
updated

-

IGU Reunion Island Commission on
Islands
meeting
2015
France.
Organized by Prof. Francois Taglioni

http://igu-islands.giee.ntnu.edu.tw/

-

IGU Regional Conference
Moscow, Russia.

-

Meetings to be held after 2016 will be
decided in the business meeting during
IGU Regional Conference, Moscow,
Russia in 2015.

2015,

3. Networking
The Commission maintains
communications with the Indigenous
Peoples’
Knowledges
and
Rights
Commission, and collaborates regularly
with ISISA (International Small Island
Studies Association), Island Dynamics (an
island studies network based on University
of Aberdeen, UK, and Isle of Man),
LOICZ(UNIHDP Progrmme),
Environmental History (WCTH) and other
Island Studies institutions.
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C12.23 Karst
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Dr Elena TROFIMOVA
Laboratory of Geomorphology
Institute of Geography
Russian Academy of Sciences
MOSCOW, RUSSIA
e.trofimova1@gmail.com
eltrofimova@rambler.ru
Vice Chair: Dr Nataša RAVBAR
Karst Research Institute, ZRC SAZU
POSTOJNA, SLOVENIA
natasa.ravbar@zrc-sazu.si
Prof. Michael DAY
University of Wisconsin
College of Letters and Science
Department of Geography
MILWAUKEE, USA
mickday@csd.uwm.edu
Dr Amos FRUMKIN
Department of Geography
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Mount Scopus
JERUSALEM, ISRAEL
msamos@mscc.huji.ac.il
Dr Martin TRAPPE
Catholic University of Eichstät-Ingolstadt
Department of Physical Geography
EICHSTÄTT, GERMANY
martin.trappe@ku-eichstaett.de
mga025@ku-eichstaett.de
Prof. Kyung Sik WOO
Cave Research Institute of Korea
Department of Geology
Kangwon National University
CHUNCHEON
REPUBLIC OF KOREA
wooks@kangwon.ac.kr

Dr Asami HADA
Department of Geography
College of Humanities and Sciences
Hihon University
TOKYO, JAPAN
a_hada@chs.nihon-u.ac.jp
Dr Luiz Eduardo PANISSET
TRAVASSOS
Laboratório De Estudos Ambientais – LEA
Pontificia Unisersidade Católica de Minas
Gerais (PUC Minas)
Laboratório de Estudos Urbanos e
Regionais
BRASIL
luizepanisset@gmail.com
Dr Eszter TANÁCS
University of Szeged
Department of Climatology and Landscape
Ecology
SZEGED, HUNGARY
nadragulya@geo.u-szeged.hu
Dr Kevin KIERNAN
School of Geography and Environmental
Studies
University of Tasmania
Hobart, Tasmania, AUSTRALIA
Kevin.kiernan@utas.edu.au,
kevink15ft@gmail.com
Dr Radosław DOBROWOLSKI
University of Maria Curie-Sklodowska
Institute of Earth Sciences
Department of Physical Geography and
Palaeogeography
LUBLIN, POLAND
rdobro64@gmail.com
rdobro@biotop.umcs.lublin.pl

413
- 412 -

1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of commission corresponding members (total and by countries) as of 1 December 2014:
China

22

Spain

8

Cuba

3

France

19

Canada

7

Czech

3

Germany

18

Hungary

7

New Zealand

3

Iran

18

Poland

7

The Philippines

3

United Kingdom

15

Croatia

6

Romania

2

Australia

14

Israel

5

Switzerland

2

Slovenia

13

Slovak

5

Turkey

2

Belgium

12

Portugal

4

Vietnam

2

Russia

11

Japan

4

Austria

2

USA

11

The Netherlands

4

Indonesia

2

Brazil

9

Ukraine

4

India

1

Italy

8

Bulgaria

3

Korea

1

Total

260

2. Meetings
2.1. 22nd International Karstological
School “Karst and microorganisms”,
Postojna, Slovenia, 16-22 June, 2014,
94 participants from 20 countries
22nd Karstological School served as a forum
to exchange ideas and experiences among
professionals who deal with microorganisms
on a daily base. The majority of participants
are the young researches. During the
meeting, a significant emphasis was given to
the need for holistic understanding of karst
including geological, hydrological and
ecological processes that are affected by the
microbiota. Microbiologists will in the
future
gradually
supplement
new
information which will serve for
comprehensive
understanding
of
underground processes. The conference
included two field trips the caves Postojnska
jama, Črna jama, Pivka jama, Škocjanske
jama and Planinska jama. It was the first
such representative international forum in
history of karst explorations dedicated to the
microbiological researches in caverns.

2.2. VI International Workshop on Cave
Ice (IWIC-VI), Idaho Falls, Idaho,
USA, 17-22 August, 2014, 32
participants from 11 countries
The International Workshop on Ice Caves
(IWIC-VI) is a series of workshops devoted
entirely to ice cave research, it is the only
conference focused on state-of-the-art in ice
cave research, bwhere international experts
discuss ongoing research efforts and
promote global cooperation in ice cave
science and management. The topics of the
presentations
included
modelling,
measuring, and monitoring of ice and glacier
cave processes, microclimates, and cave ice,
as well as the effects of climate change.
2.3. Krakow, Poland, 18–22 August 2014,
16 participants from 8 countries
The work of scientific sessions devoted to
“Environmental Change and Stewardship
Responsibilities in Karst Regions” was
organized in the frame work of the
International Geographical Union Regional

414
- 413 -

conference
“Changes,
Challenges,
Responsibility”. During the sessions the
main attention was focused on the
stewardship responsibilities in water
exploitation (the influence of contaminated
water on karst environment received
primary
emphasis),
deforestation,
urbanization and tourism, which are
resulting in potentially irreversible changes
in karst landscapes. Interesting new
directions in the explorations were
discussed: for the first time the relations
between
aboveground
net
primary
productivity (ANPP), rain-use efficiency
and human activity intensity were revealed
for the karst settings in China, and universal
approach to the assessment of cave
environmental changes – so-called Cave
Disturbance Index, relating to relief, water
objects, air, vegetation and fauna (as the
main geographical components of the cave
environment) plus cultural aspects of recent
cave use. Generally, the spread of Chinese
karstological school participation to the
Regional Conferences IGU was noted.
2.4. XII International Congress of the
International
Association
of
Engineering Geology “Engineering
Geology for Society and Territory”,
session 5.7: “Engineering problems in
Karst”,
Torino,
Italy,
15-19
September 2014, 35 participants
from 16 countries
The session dealt with problems related to
design and realize the engineering projects
in karst, and with natural and anthropogenic
hazards occurring in this very fragile
environment. The importance of a specific
approach in karst terrains to limit the
negative effects of human activities on its
valuable natural and often protected
resources, and to allow sustainable
development, has been remarked in many
contributions.

2.5. V
International
conference
“Speleology
and
spelestology”,
Naberezhny Chelny, Russia, 29
November 2014, 73 participants from
9 countries
The
sessions
“Speleology”
and
Spelestology” indicated the recent problems
of complex studies of natural and artificial
caves. Hypogen karst as a new direction in
karstology was at the focus of special
attention. The increase of interest to the
exploration of artificial caverns was marked.
2.6. Future Meetings














International scientific conference
“Karstology in Arid Regions”, 2-9
March 2015, Abu Dhabi, UAE
2015 EGU session, 12-17 April 2015,
Vienna,
Austria:
NH8.4
Interdisciplinary studies of karst
terrains: development, natural hazards
and anthropogenic pressures
23rd
International
Karstological
School, 15-20 June 2015, Postojna,
Slovenia. The topic of the school
“Caves – Exploration and Studies” will
be combined with the 50th anniversary
of the International Union of
Speleology.
International
Conference
on
Groundwater in Karst, Birmingham,
UK, 20-26 June 2015
International Geographical Union
Regional conference in Moscow, 17–21
August 2015, Russia. Sustainable
Development in Karst Environments
Chair: Dr Elena Trofimov
Multidisciplinary
Conference
on
Sinkholes & the Engineering and
Environmental Impacts of Karst,
Rochester, Minnesota, USA, 5-10
October 2015
VI
International
conference
“Speleology
and
spelestology”,
Naberezhny Chelny, Russia, November
2015
VII International Workshop on Cave
Ice, Postojna, Slovenia, August, 2016
415
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spelestology”,
VI
International
Workshop on Cave Ice, numerous of
scientific expeditions to the karst
regions of the globe (Vietnam, Turkey,
Australia, etc.) were organized in the
collaboration
with
IUS
(with
Commissions “Artificial Cavities”
/chair Dr Mario Parise/, “Glacier, Firn
and Ice Cave” /chair prof. Valter
Maggi/, “Karst Hydrogeology and
Speleogenesis”
/chair
Dr
A.
Klimchouk/).

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU

During the year 2014 the Commission’s
corresponding members and the members of
Commission’s Steering Committee had
numerous individual contacts with the
members of other Commissions IGU,
especially during the IGU scientific actions.
Karst
Commission’s
corresponding
members and the members of Commission’s
Steering Committee realized the joint
presentations with the corresponding
members of other IGU Commissions: for
example: presentation “Tourism impact on
the Naxi Dongba linguistic landscape”,
authors – Carolin Funch (Commission C1215) and Jie Zhang (Commission C12-23),
presentation “Carbon sequestration potential
of floodplain forests in the Maros River
Valley (Hungary), authors – Marton Kiss,
Victoria Cseh (Commission C12-25) and
Eszter Tanács (Karst Commission), both for
the conference IGU in Krakow, etc.
IGU Commission of Cold Region
Environments (C12.06) is coming out as the
expert of nomination preparing by Karst
Commission for the inscription of Synsky
claster of the Lena Pillars Natural Park
(Yakutia, Russia) at the World Heritage List
by the criteria VIII: “significant on-going
processes”, mainly, by the unique and
outstanding value of cold karst of region
considered.
3.2. Collaboration
with
international bodies
•

•

The
International
Geological
Correlation programme (IGCP) No
598: “Environmental Change and
Sustainability in Karst Systems” is
under the auspices of UNESCO with the
participation of the International Union
of Geological Sciences. The co-leaders
of programme, prof. Martin Knez and
prof.
Chris
Groves,
are
the
corresponding members of Karst
Commission. Many other colleagues
from Commission are involved in this
project. In summer 2015 is planning the
finishing conference of the project. The
conference will be organized in
Hoffman Environmental Research
Institute, Dept. of Geography and
Geology,
Western
Kentucky
University.

•

Karst Commission is collaborating
actively
with
the
International
Federation of Rock Art Organizations
(IFRAO) /chair Mr R. Bednarik),
preparing joint monograph “Saving
Caves – Towards an International
Protection
System
for
Karst
Environments”.

•

Karst Commission is collaborating with
the IUCN (Internationla Union ofr
Conservation of Nature)/UNESCO
World Commission on Protected Areas
(WCPA). The collaboration was
realized over the examination of the
technical assessments of the World
Natural Heritage renomination “Phong

other

Karst Commission has the old and
fruitful relations with the International
Union of Speleology (IUS). Moreover,
President IUS, prof. Kyung Sik Woo,
member of Commission’s Steering
Committee.
Traditional
scientific
actions: the 22nd International
Karstological Schools, V International
conference
“Speleology
and

416
- 415 -

Nha – Ke Bang National Park”
(Vietnam).
During 2014 the corresponding members of
Karst Commission participated at the
meetings and the work of such professional
societies, as the European Geosciences
Union, Polish Geographical Society,
Associations of American Geographers,
Russian Geographical Society, Minnesota
Ground Water Association, Association of
Geographical Societies of Slovenia, etc.
The main collaborative efforts of KC:
- International Union of Speleology
- International
Association
of
Engineering Geology
- International
Association
of
Geomorphologists
- International Geological Correlation
Program
- International Union for Conservation of
Nature

-

International Federation of Rock Art
Organizations
WWF

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters
Newsletter N15, dated by 3 April 2014
Newsletter N16, dated by 25 August 2014
Newsletter N17, dated by 25 September
2014
Newsletter N18, dated by 6 October 2014
4.2. Commission website
http://sites.google.com/site/igukarstcommis
sion/
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C12.24 Land Degradation and Desertification (COMLAND)
Purpose and Scope
Most environments are affected by common
factors that favour and increase land
degradation processes. Two main topics are
widely responsible: a) climatic conditions
and changes, and b) anthropic impacts
through land use. There is an urgent need to
achieve a better practical and theoretical
understanding of land degradation processes
which affect the world's landscapes. In order
to achieve these objectives, the working plan
of the Commission is as follows:
• to
promote
and
coordinate
interdisciplinary research on land
degradation and desertification in our
changing global environment;
• to study the effects of environmental
change, both natural and human
induced, and their implications for land
degradation and desertification;
• to conduct regional case studies under
different
climatic
regimes
and
environmental risks (forest fires, floods,
river channel changes, soil-erosion,
water depletion, water quality), study
the planning and design of conservation
measures and the potential conflict
between ecological sustainability and
economic viability;
• to alert authorities as to the importance
of adequate surveillance of land
degradation processes;
• to develop and communicate the best
techniques for monitoring changes and
collecting data, and
• to sponsor and support activities leading
to exchange of information regarding
land degradation and desertification.

1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Associate Prof. Paul F. Hudson
Honours College, Leiden University

The Hague, The Netherlands
p.f.hudson@luc.leidenuniv.nl
Co-Secretary: Prof. Takashi Oguchi
Center for Spatial Information Science
University of Tokyo, Japan
oguchi@csis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Co-Secretary: Mr. Owen Graham
Sydney Metropolitan Catchment
Management Authority (retired)
Sydney, Australia
owen.comland@gmail.com
Prof. Guðrún Gísladóttir
Department of Geography
University of Iceland
Reykjavik, Iceland
ggisla@hi.is
Prof. Greg Okin
Dept. of Geography
University of California – Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California, USA
okin@ucla.edu
Dr. Gregor Ollesch
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental
Research - UFZ
Dept. of Soil Physics
Magdeburg, Germany
gregor.ollesch@ufz.de
Prof. Hugo Romero
Department of Geography
University of Chile
Santiago, Chile
hromero@uchilefau.cl
Prof. Kate Rowntree
Department of Geography
Rhodes University
Grahamstown, South Africa
k.rowntree@ru.ac.za
Associate Prof. Xavier Úbeda
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GRAM (Environmental Mediterranean
Research Group)
Department of Physical Geography and
Regional Analysis
Faculty of Geography and History
Universitat de Barcelona
Barcelona, Spain
xubeda@ub.edu

leaw@geo.haifa.ac.il
Dr. Andrea Vacca
Department of Earth Sciences
University of Cagliari
Cagliari, Sardinia, Italy
avacca@unica.it
Associate Prof. Pawel Prokop
Polish Academy of Sciences
Krakow, Poland
pawel@zg.pan.krakow.pl

Associate Prof. Lea Wittenberg
Dept. of Geography and Environmental
Studies
University of Haifa
Haifa, Israel
1.2. Corresponding Members

Number of commission members by country as of December 2014:
Australia

33

Japan

7

USA

29

South Africa

7

Belgium

3

Chile

1

Poland

21

India

6

Finland

3

Greece

1

China

18

Netherlands

6

Slovenia

3

Hong Kong

1

Unknown

18

Spain

6

Thailand

3

Kuwait

1

UK

17

Argentina

5

Armenia

2

Mongolia

1

Iceland

12

Brazil

5

Canada

2

Morocco

1

Germany

11

Portugal

5

Ireland

2

Oman

1

Israel

11

Hungary

4

New Zealand

2

Russia

1

Italy

8

Korea, Rep

4

Taiwan

2

Singapore

1

France

7

Mexico

4

Austria

1

UAE

1

Total

282

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings during 2014
COMLAND continues to be an active IGU
Commission, and since the 2013 Regional
Congress in Kyoto has been productive from
the standpoint of the organization of
meetings, publications, awards, and in the
addition of new Members and Steering
Committee Members.
In this reporting period COMLAND has
organized formal field meetings in Poland
- 418 -

Sweden

4

Bangladesh

1

and Tasmania, Australia and co-sponsored
paper sessions with IAG.
Krakow, Poland: August 2014
Sessions at the IGU Regional Congress, and
COMLAND pre-congress meeting with
field trip.
Field trip organizer: Dr. Pavel Prokop,
Polish Academy of Sciences, Krakow,
Poland.
Tasmania, Australia: October 2014
Field trip organizer: Mr Owen Graham,
Sydney Australia
419

Consistent
outcomes
from
the
COMLAND Meetings were:
 strong support for collaborative
meetings and activities,
 promoting the participation of younger
people in Commission activities and or
related,
 proposing that conference paper
sessions have a dedicated stream for
contributions by students,
 extending Commission activities to
consider the more “applied” aspects of
land degradation whilst continuing to
support research, and
 reminders that 18 months lead time is
usually required for many potential
conference and field trip attendees
because of scheduling and budget
allocation.
2.2. Future Meetings
Moscow 2015:
COMLAND has deferred a decision on
whether to hold a meeting and field trip
during the IGU Moscow Congress in 2015.
This is because COMLAND does not have a
local contact that can undertake logistics and
other arrangements.
Slovenia 2016:
A COMLAND Meeting and Field Trip will
be held in association with the 2016
Carpatho-Balkan-Dinaric Conference on
Geomorphology that will take place in
Postojna (Slovenia). Advice is being
progressively updated on the COMLAND
web site.
Other Meetings:
COMLAND is exploring opportunities for
meetings and field trips during 2015 and
2016 and will publish details on its website
when these are confirmed.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU

COMLAND Members are developing
associations with individuals from other
IGU Commissions with the view to program
and project development. This association is
from attendance at respective field trips and
meetings organised by Commissions.
3.2. Collaboration with other bodies and
institutions
International Association of
Geomorphologists (IAG):
Co-Sponsored paper sessions with the
Human Impacts on Landscapes Working
Group at the IAG Congress in Paris (August
2013)
Polish Academy of Sciences:
Co-Sponsored field trip and paper sessions
at IGU Congress in Krakow (August 2014)
University of Silesia:
Field leadership, support and assistance
during the Krakow COMLAND field trip
Jagiellonian University:
Field leadership, support and assistance
during the Krakow COMLAND field trip
Environment Institute of Australia and
New Zealand (EIANZ):
Collaborative support and assistance with
the COMLAND Tasmanian Meeting and
Field Trip (October 2014). Brought similar
numbers from each organisation together for
the field trip as well as additional
participants for the subsequent annual
EIANZ Conference
University of Tasmania:
Expert field leadership and assistance in the
Central Highlands of Tasmania during the
COMLAND field trip
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Forestry Tasmania:
Expert field leadership and assistance in the
Huon Valley and Warra Research facility
during the COMLAND Tasmania field trip
Copper Mines of Tasmania Pty Ltd:
Comprehensive guidance, support and
assistance in Queenstown during the
COMLAND Tasmania field trip
EPA Tasmania:
Provision of expert advice and assistance in
Queenstown during the COMLAND
Tasmania field trip

4. Publications
4.1. Books and Journals
COMLAND continues to publish papers
from its sponsored sessions and conferences,
with most appearing in international peer
reviewed journals. COMLAND published
one special issue, has one special issue “in
press” and co-published two field trip
guidebooks.
Hudson, P.F. and LaFevor, M. (Eds.), 2014
Management and Monitoring Human
Impacts on Landscapes for Environmental
Change and Sustainability. Journal of
Environmental Management 138 (refereed
special issue from sponsored sessions held at
the IGU Congress in Cologne, DL 2012 and
the IGU Regional Congress held in
Santiago, Chile, 2011).
Hudson, P.F., Goudie, A. and Asrat, A
(Eds.). 2015 (in press). Human Impacts on
Landscapes:
Geomorphology,
Environmental Change, and Sustainability.
Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie (refereed
special issue from co-sponsored sessions

held at the International Association of
Geomorphology Congress in Paris, France
2013).
4.2. Commission website
COMLAND has recently completely
updated and revised its own website, which
contains information on its structure,
activities, past and future meetings. The
website was revamped in 2013 and is now
maintained by Owen Graham (Co-Secretary
of COMLAND).
The address is: www.comland.org
The
COMLAND
website
contains
information that includes upcoming and past
meetings, the Steering Committee, awards,
reports and publications.

5. Recent Awards
Several important contributors to land
degradation research have been awarded by
COMLAND. The COMLAND Award is
intended to express appreciation to
individuals or groups for their special
contributions to COMLAND and land
degradation science. COMLAND’s Premier
Award is for Distinguished Research on
Land Degradation and is open to both
individuals and institutions.
COMLAND Award
Hiroshi Suwa, Japan, 2013
Pawel Prokop, Poland, 2014
Renata Dulias, Poland, 2014
COMLAND Distinguished Research on
Land Degradation Award
Arthur Conacher, Australia, 2012
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C12.25 Landscape Analysis and Landscape Planning
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Professor Nodar Elizbarashvili
Department of Regional Geography and
Landscape Planning
Tbilisi State University
Tbilisi, Georgia
E-mail: nelizbarashvili@yahoo.com
Vice Chair: Professor Kirill Chistyakov
Department of Physical Geography and
Landscape Planning
St. Petersburg State University
St. Petersburg, Russia
E-mail: kirill.chistyakov@gmail.com
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Marine Elbakidze
Faculty of Geography
Ivan Franko National University of L’viv
L’viv, Ukraine
E-mail: marine.elbakidze@smsk.slu.se
Professor Per Krister Angelstam
Faculty of Forest Sciences
Swedish University of Agricultural Science
E-mail: per.angelstam@slu.se
Professor Ramiz Mammadov
Institute of Geography
Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan
Azerbaijan
E-mail: ramiz.mamedov@geo.ab.az
Professor Ashot Khoetsyan
Yerevan State University
Yerevan, Armenia
E-mail: akhoetsian@ysu.am
Professor Sung-Kyum Kim
Dept. of Landscape Architecture and Rural
System Engineering
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
Seoul National University, Korea
E-mail: sung@snu.ac.kr

Professor Rana P.B. Singh
Department of Geography
Banaras Hindu University
Varanasi, India
E-mail: ranapbs@gmail.com
Dr. Heino Meessen
Centre for Development and Environment
Bern University
Bern, Switzerland
E-mail: heino.meessen@cde.unibe.ch
Dr. Eugene Lopatin
School of Forest Sciences
University of Eastern Finland
Joensuu, Finland
E-mail: eugene.lopatin@metla.fi
Pablo Garrido
School for Forest Management
Faculty of Forest Sciences
Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences
Skinnskatteberg, Sweden
E-mail: Pablo.garrido@slu.se
New member of the commission,
approved in 2014
Professor Recep Efe
Department of Geography
Faculty of Arts and Sciences
Balikesir University
Balikesir Turkey
E-mail: recepefe@hotmail.com

2. Meetings
Conferences Attended:
-

THE 6TH INTERNATIONAL
SYMPOSIUM OF GEOGRAPHY:
LANDSCAPES: PERCEPTION,
KNOWLEDGE, AWARENESS AND
ACTION. 16-18 May 2014, Bucharest
– Braşov, Romania
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-

International
conference
(Baku,
Azerbaijan): "Geographical problems
of the region of the Caspian Sea and
studying of ways of achievement of a
sustainable development of territories".

-

International Conference (Barnaul,
Russia): “Transformation of Social and
Economic Space of Europe and Asia in
Post-Soviet Time”.

-

International Scientific and Practical
Conference, Devoted to the 80th
Anniversary from Foundation of the
Department for Social and Economic
Geography and Regional Studies:
«Region-2014: Optimal Development
Strategy». Kharkov (Ukraine).

-

3rd UNCCD Scientific Conference, 1st
meeting of the Scientific Advisory
Committee (SAC), March 2014,
Montpellier, France (Agro polis
International)

-

3rd UNCCD Scientific Conference, 2nd
meeting of the Scientific Advisory
Committee (SAC) October 2014,
Montpellier, France, (Agro polis
International)

-

-

International Seminar on “Banaras, the
Heritage City of India: Culture,
Tourism and Development”: Dept. of
Geography, Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi: 7~9 February; delivered
welcome address, special lecture on
“Heritage Planning of Banaras”,
chaired a session and served as
Director/Convener of the Seminar.
International
Seminar
on
“Sir
Alexander Cunningham and Art
Heritage of India”, History of Art Dept.
F/o Arts, B.H.U., Varanasi: 20~22
February; delivered special lecture on
“The Cultural Heritage scopes of
Buddhist Places in India: Remembering
Alexander Cunningham”, and chaired a
session on “Heritage Landscapes and
Tourism”.
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-

3rd
International
Seminar
on
“SPIRITUALITY: The Essence of
Ethical Leadership and Management”:
22~24 Nov. at School of Management
Studies Varanasi; as keynote speaker
delivered slide-show PPT lecture on
“Eco spirituality in Indian Tradition:
Messages for Global Order & Ecospiritual Management”.

-

International Seminar: “Celebrating
Multiple Identities in India”: 29~30
Nov., under the aegis of UNESCO
Chair for Peace and Intercultural
Understanding, & Peace Research
Institute, Oslo (PRIO); at MPRC,
Faculty of Social Sciences, Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi; chair a
session and gave special slide-show
PPT lecture on “Muslim Shrines and
Multi-Religious Visitations in Hindus’
city of Banaras, India: Co-existential
Scenario”.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions
-

with

other

IGU

Land Degradation and Desertification
Commission
Mountain Commission
Commission of Cultural Approach in
Geography

with
3.2. Collaboration
international organizations

other

WWF, UNDP (GEF), STCU, GTZ, CAMP
(Central Asian Mountain Partnership),
ALCA, UNEP (TEEB), SNSF (Swiss
National Science Foundation, The Mountain
Research
Initiative),
NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHY,
IODE,
NCCR-JACS
(National Centre of Competence In
Research North-South), IFLA (International
Federation of Landscape Architects), Agro
polis International, Montpellier, France;
Centre for Development and Environment
(CDE), Bern, Switzerland etc.
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C12.26 Land Use and Land Cover Change
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Prof Ivan Bicik
Department of Social Geography and
Regional Development
Charles University
Prague, Czech Republic
bicik@prfdec.natur.cuni.cz
Vice Chair: Prof. Ján Feranec
Institute of Geography
Slovak Academy of Sciences
Bratislava, Slovakia
feranec@savba.sk
Prof. Dan Balteanu
Institute of Geography
Bucharest, Romania
igar@geoinst.ro
Dr. Gambhir Singh Chauhan
University Grants Commission
Central Regional Office
Bhopal, India
chauhanugc@gmail.com
Prof. Matej Gabrovec
Anton Melik Geographical Institute
Department of Geographic Information
Systems
Ljubljana, Slovenia
matej@zrc-sazu.si
Prof. Ernan Rustiadi
Center for Regional Systems Analysis,
Planning and Development (CrestPent)
Bogor Agricultural University

Bogor, Indonesia
ernan@indo.net.id
Prof. Helmut Geist
School of Geosciences
University of Aberdeen
Aberdeen, Scotland, UK
h.geist@abdn.ac.uk
Prof. Chandra P. Giri
U.S. Geological Survey
Earth Resources Observation and Science
Center
Sioux FallsUSA
cgiri@usgs.gov
Prof. U. A. Chandrasena
Department of Geography
Faculty of Social Sciences
University of Kelaniya
Sri Lanka
uac_c@ yahoo.com
Prof. Keichi Kimoto
Department of Liberal Arts
Hiroshima Jogakuin University
Japan
kx.7.koichi@gmail.com
Dr. Luca S. Rizzo
Department DISSGeA -section: Geography
University of Padua
Padova, Italy
lucasimone_rizzo@libero.it,
lucasimone.rizzo@unipd.it
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1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of commission members by country as of December 2014
Australia

3

Ecuador

1

Laos

1

Russia

7

Austria

4

France

3

Mexico

2

Singapore

1

Bangladesh

2

Finland

3

Malaysia

2

Slovenia

2

Belgium

1

Germany

6

Mongolia

3

Slovak Republic

2

Brazil

1

Ghana

2

Nepal

1

South Africa

5

Brunei

1

Hong Kong

2

Netherlands

2

Spain

3

Bulgaria

1

India

23

New Zealand

3

Sri Lanka

3

Canada

7

Indonesia

3

Nigeria

3

Sweden

2

Chile

1

Iran

2

Pakistan

2

Switzerland

2

China

25

Ireland

2

Palestine

1

Taiwan

2

Colombia

1

Italy

4

Philippines

1

Ukraine

2

Croatia

1

Jamaica

1

Poland

2

UK

10

Czech Republic

14

Japan

43

Portugal

12

USA

17

Denmark

1

Korea

6

Romania

1

Unfortunately, these numbers are sort of
incorrect and show rather all members in the
commission’s history, because it is based on
the table created a number of years ago and
new members are regularly added - some
members of the commission are not active
anymore; some have changed email
addresses.

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings during 2014
There were two main IGU LUCC
commission meetings in 2014 – in
Bucharest, Romania (June 23 - 26) and in
Kraków, Poland (August 18 - 22).
The International Geographical Union,
Land Use - Cover Change Commission
Regional Meeting
Land Use-Land Cover Changes and Land
Degradation (LUCC&LD) Symposium
June 23 - 26, 2014, Bucharest, Romania
The event was organized by the Romanian
Academy’s Institute of Geography, the

Romanian Space Agency – ROSA, and the
University of Agronomic Science and
Veterinary Medicine Bucharest. The
Symposium focused on land use and land
degradation related to soil erosion,
landslides, desertification and climate
change. The topics also included land-use
transformations connected with economic,
social and political changes.
The Symposium gathered nearly 40
researchers from the European countries
(the Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Romania,
Austria, Italy and Russia) and Australia and
the following institutions:
Al. I. Cuza University of Iasi, Department of
Geography, Romania; Charles University,
Faculty of Science, Czech Republic; Danube
Delta National Institute for Research &
Development, Romania; Esri Romania,
Bucharest; Help Service Remote Sensing,
Czech Republic; National Agricultural
Research and Development Institute,
Romania; the Romanian’s Academy
Institute
of
Geography,
Romania;
International Institute for Applied Systems
Analysis (IIASA), Austria; Moscow State
425
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University, Faculty of Geography, Russia;
National Institute of Geophysics, Geodesy
and Geography, Bulgaria; Remote Sensing
Application Center - ReSAC and Agency for
Sustainable
Development
and
Eurointegration – ASDE, Bulgaria;
Romanian Space Agency – ROSA,
Romania; Transylvania University of
Brasov; University of Agronomic Science
and Veterinary Medicine Bucharest,
Romania; University of Bucharest, Faculty
of Geography, Romania; University of New
England, Australia.

Metropolitan Area, Agricultural land use in
the Baragan Plain, Land use and soil erosion
in the outer Subcarpathian area, Land use
and cover changes in the Curvature
Carpathians and Subcarpathians, Land use
in the mountain area and mudflows, impacts
on infrastructure, Land use and land
degradation in the Buzau mountain area,
Land use and deforestation/aforestation in
the Brasov Depression.

The symposium was organized into a
plenary session and three paper sessions.
The two plenary session papers were
presented by Prof. Ivan Bicík (Chair of IGU
Commission on Land Use and Cover
Changes) and by Prof. Dan Balteanu
(member of the steering committee of IGU
Commission on Land Use and Cover
Changes).

Land use/land cover topics under the
heading of LUCC commission were
presented in five thematic sessions:

The participants discussed problems of land
use-land cover changes in Czechia, as well
as along the Romanian Danube Valley, in
the Oltenia Plain, in the Buzau County, in
the Subcarpathian Watershed of the Argesel
River, in Regional Australia, and in the
steppe region of Russia; agrolandscape
methodology of LUCC study; assessment of
the agricultural spatial-temporal patterns in
the Romanian Flood Plain; land degradation
in a salt mining area, the Curvature of the
Central Moldavian Plateau, the Curvature of
the Subcarpathian region; the dynamics of
built-up areas in Bucharest Metropolitan
Area.
After the Conference, a field trip was
organized on June 23-26. The field trip
represented a transect through the Romanian
Plain, the Hilly Region of the
Subcarpathians
and
the
Carpathian
Mountains. In the post-communist period
these
regions
have
registered
transformations such us land use-land
fragmentation, land abandonment, land
degradation and deforestation. The field trip
followed Land-use changes in the Bucharest

IGU Regional Conference,
Poland, 18-22 August 2014

Krakow,

1. Land Use Changes in Metropolitan Areas
2. Historical/Dynamic Changes of Land Use
3. Landscape (re)Construction
4. Land Use of Towns and Villages
5. Natural Changes by Human Activity I, II,
III
According to their abstracts 55 papers were
divided into these sessions.
The land-use theme was presented in
another thematic session focusing on local
and regional development, natural hazards,
sustainable development of rural regions etc.
We can summarize that land-use matters
analyzed by different methods and technics
is one of the very supporting tendency of
contemporary geographical research.
Apart from thematic sessions IGU LUCC
steering committee had organized a business
meeting to review its activity and to discuss
its plans for 2015 and 2016. Discussion of
10 participants (thereof 5 contemporary or
former committee members) realized into
several recommendations:
-

As an IGU LUCC commission vicechair was named prof. Jan Feranec
(Institute of Geography of Slovak
Academy of Sciences, Bratislava,
Slovakia) with the aim of deeper
connection of LUCC commission with
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

IGU commissions focused on Earth
observation and regional development.
Another commission´s meeting will be
during
Regional
Geographic
Conference in Moscow 2015. Also it is
discussed possibility to organize the
second seminar during autumn 2015
(Sofia – Bulgaria?)
There was also discussion about
possible common project focused on
LUCC and supported by international
funds ICSU.
Atlas LUCC Volume IX was prepared
in Prague again and its distribution
stared in September 2014, partly in
Kraków.
Preparation of further Atlas of World
Land Use. Volume X, XI will be
published by IGU/LUCC commission
in Japan (Asahikawa) and in Czechia
(Prague) under supervision of prof.
Hymiyama and prof. Bicík.
Continuation of collaboration with
SCERIN activity (= NASA and ESA
seminar and training of young scientists
from Central and East Europe; 2012 –
Sofia, 2013 – Prague, 2014? 2015?).
Preparation of IGU Newsletter
2013/2014.
Actualization and filling of website
IGU/LUCC http://www.luccprague.cz/
igu.landuse@gmail.com - address for
corresponding.
Creation of networks with other group
of scientists engaged on LUCC state
and changes (ESEH, PECSRL, IALE
etc.).
Organizing and support of macroregional and national meetings oriented
on LUCC activity.

2.2. Future meetings
IGU Regional Conference,
Russia, 17-21 August, 2015

Moscow,

The Organizers of the sessions are: Prof.
Ivan Bicík, Charles University in Prague,
and Dr.Elena V. Milanova, Moscow State
University.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with ISSC and with
ICSU programs
In the latter part of 2014 we prepared a
project under supervision of prof. Feranec
with support request of ISSC for publishing
another two volumes of atlases „Land
Use/Cover Changes in Selected Regions in
the World“ in 2015 and 2016.

4. Publications
4.1. Books
In the latter part of 2013 and in the year 2014
there were published two next volumes of
atlas „Land Use / Cover Changes in Selected
Regions in the world“. Both there published
under direct supervision of IGU LUCC
commission.
HIMIYAMA, Y., BICIK, I. (eds.) (2013):
Land Use / Cover Changes in Selected
Regions in the world: Volume VIII.
IGU/LUCC, Faculty of Science, Charles
University in Prague and Hokkaido
University of Education, Asahikawa
BICIK, I., HIMIYAMA, Y., FERANEC, J.,
KUPKOVA, L. (eds.) (2014): Land Use /
Cover Changes in Selected Regions in the
world: Volume IX. IGU/LUCC, Faculty of
Science, Charles University in Prague and
Hokkaido University of Education,
Asahikawa
4.2. Commission website
www.luccprague.cz

The IGU-LUCC Commission submitted the
proposal of a session during the Regional
Conference under title “Problems and
consequences of land use/land cover
changes”.
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C12.27 Latin American Studies
1. Membership

-

1.1. Steering Committee

-

Chair: Juan Manuel Delgado
Unión Geográfica Internacional – Perú
juanmanueldelgado@gmail.com,

-

Vice Chair: Dr. Horacio Capel
Universidad de Barcelona, España
hcapel@ub.edu

-

Vice Chair: Dra. Maria Teresa Paes
UNICAMP, Brasil
paes.tereza@gmail.com

-

Secretary: Javier Núñez Villalba
Universidad Mayor San Andrés, Bolivia
jnunezvillalba@gmail.com
Marcelo Lagos López
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile
mlagoslo@uc.cl
Freddy Morales Ruitiña
Centro de Investigaciones de Ecosistemas
Costeros, Cuba
freddy@ciec.fica.inf.cu

2. Meetings
In 2014 we try to meet the executive
committee in person at an academic event in
Chile and Bolivia but it has not been
possible, we are applying for funds for an
academic event and be able to realize the
meeting and continue our planning as
commission. We hope that in the XV
Meeting of Latin American Geographers
2015 Cuba can realize the meeting.

-

-

PAIGH (Pan American Institute of
Geography and History of the OAS)
FLACSO (Latin American Faculty of
Social Sciences)
CLACSO (Latin American Council of
Science)
Associação of Post-Graduação e
Pesquisa em geography (ANPEGE) do
Brasil
AGB (Associação dos Brasileiros
Geographers)
CLAG
(Conference
of
Latin
Americanist Geographers)
AAG (Association of American
Geographers)
ECLA (Economic Commission for
Latin America) is the Spanish acronym
CEPAL
IYGU (Initiative for a UN International
Year for Global Understanding)

We are having a lot of resonance for creating
IGU National Committees in Latin
American countries where there are still no
such committees as Venezuela, Bolivia and
Ecuador so we believe that very soon
novelties for the General Secretary and the
Executive Committee shall be taken. With
the Working Committees IGU we have had
contact with some of them
We have been incorporated in:
- SOLAR (Latin American Society for
Research on Latin America and the
Caribbean)
- We could participate in activities of
ISSC (International Social Science
Council) and the ICSU (International
Council for Science)
- ICA-OSGeo (Global network of
laboratories OSGEO)

3. Networking
Communications have been established
with:
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4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters
In our travels during 2013 has been the need
to create a Bulletin IGU - LATAM to bring
Latin American geographers with the
activities of the IGU. Its frequency is semi
IGU Secretary - Commission for Latin
American Studies Javier Núñez Villalba
(Bolivia) leads the editorial team, Verenitze
Valencia (Ecuador) and Juan Manuel
Delgado (Peru) and Freddy Morales (Cuba)
are the other members, and we waiting for
confirmation from others. Is expected to
launch in April 2015.
4.2. Latin American Thought
In 2013 we started a publishing project with
the Peru National Committee and the
Universidad Mayor de San Andres in
Bolivia to conduct a project with translations

of Brazilians to Spanish geographers
starting with Carlos Walter Porto Gonçalves
and most importantly, this project includes
the most renowned geographer of Latin
America: Milton Santos, the collection will
be called Latin American Geographical
Thought we hope to present it in the XV
Meeting of Latin American Geographers
2015 and 2015 in Moscow Geographic IGU
Regional Conference.
4.3. Commission website
The Committee on Latin American Studies
UGI established a Web site in Spanish with
simultaneous translation in English, French
and Portuguese.
www.ugi-latinoamerica.org
We also created two accounts and other
personal Facebook fan pages and we
subscribe to twitter and created a YouTube
channel.
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C12.28 Local and Regional Development
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Michael Sofer
Department of Geography and
Environment
Bar-Ilan University
Ramat-Gan, 52900, Israel
soferm1@biu.ac.il
Vice-Chair: Jerzy Banski
Institute of Geography and Spatial
Organization
Polish Academy of Sciences
Warszawa, Poland
jbanski@twarda.pan.pl
Biørn T. Asheim
University of Lund
Lund, Sweden
bjorn.asheim@keg.lu.se
Clélio Campolina Diniz
Centro de Desenvolvimento e Planejamento
Regional
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais
Belo Horizonte, MG – Brasil
camp@cedeplar.ufmg.br
Ayda Eraydin
Mimarlik Fakültesi
Orta Dogu Teknik Üniversitesi
(Middle East Technical University)
Ankara – Türkiye/Turkey
ayda@metu.edu.tr
Weidong Liu
Institute of Geographic Sciences and
Natural Resources Research
Chinese Academy of Sciences
Beijing, China
liuwd@igsnrr.ac.cn

Fermín Rodríguez
Centro de Cooperacion y Desarrollo
Territorial
University of Oviedo
Asturias, Spain
cecodet@uniovi.es
Suman Sao, Reader
Dept. of Geography & Applied Geography
University of North Bengal
India
sumansao1@yahoo.co.in
Tony Sorensen
School of Human and Environmental
Studies
University of New England
Armidale, NSW, Australia
asorense@metz.une.edu.au
Michael Storper
Department of Geography and
Environment
London School of Economics
London, England
m.storper@lse.ac.uk
1.2. Corresponding Members
The number of corresponding members,
besides the steering committee members,
that receive our information, notes and
newsletters regularly, is 245 spread over 43
countries (See table below). On an irregular
basis, we spread our news to a range of about
500 persons.
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Number of commission members by country as of December 2014:
Australia

13

Finland

10

Moldova

2

Spain

6

Bahamas

1

France

4

New Zealand

4

Sweden

4

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

1

Germany

12

Peru

1

Switzerland

3

Hong Kong

2

Poland

20

The Netherlands

5

Brazil

8

Hungary

2

Portugal

1

Turkey

3

Canada

7

India

5

Romania

14

UAE

1

China

3

Ireland

5

Russia

4

UK

10

Czech Republic

12

Israel

33

Singapore

2

Ukraine

1

Denmark

7

Italy

5

Slovenia

1

USA

11

Estonia

3

Japan

12

South Africa

2

Total

245

Fiji

1

Mexico

1

South Korea

1

2. Meetings
2.1. IGU Regional Conference, Krakow,
Poland, August 2014
We had a number of issues that we dealt
with. The first session aim was to investigate
current issues concerning processes of local
and regional development in Poland, a
country facing unprecedented challenges.
The second group of sessions provided a
forum for the study of issues related to such
matters as local and regional development,
reorganization of space, local development
in the urban and rural space, and the role of
both institutions and agencies in developing
and reshaping the settled space. All these
issues were studied in developing and
developed regions and nations. The
perception and attitudes towards local
development may be different in different
countries. In some places the local and
regional development theme is closely
related to rural and non-metropolitan
development, in other parts of the world it is
related
to
the
establishment
and
development of new towns, to spatial form
of entrepreneurship, or to the evolution of
new cores of sophisticated high-tech
activities.

The joint session with COMB (C12.30) had
papers on the broad issue of local and
regional development in various countries
within the Mediterranean Region. Issues that
were explored were concerned with the
effects of globalization, place-based and
local actors' initiatives, infrastructures and
regional development, regional and social
disparities, as well as local governments as
agents of change. The joint session with
Marginalization,
Globalization
and
Regional and Local Responses (C12.29)
contained papers dealing with issues
concerning spatial distribution of growth
and stagnation areas in Poland, and the
underlying factors in their development
processes. Also, issues concerning socioeconomic and political responses to regional
polarisation in Central and Eastern Europe.
The 13 sessions were organised under the
following titles:
-

Local and regional development in
Poland (1 session)
Local and regional development in the
rural space (4 sessions) Local and
regional development in the urban
space (2 sessions) Local and regional
development: project and planning (2
sessions)
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-

-

Local and regional development in the
Mediterranean basin (Joint session with
C12.30
the
Commission
on
Mediterranean Basin) (1 session)
Areas of growth and economic
stagnation - the challenges of
globalization and marginalization (Joint
sessions with C12.29 the Commission
on Marginalization, Globalization and
Regional & Local Responses) (3
sessions)

2.2. Future Meetings



IGU Regional Conference, Moscow,
Russia, August 2015
4th Global Conference on Economic
Geography, Oxford, England, August
2015

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU

In 2013 and 2014 – the commission had joint
sessions with the Commission on the
Mediterranean Basin during the IGU
Regional Conferences, Kyoto and Krakow.
In 2014 – the commission had joint sessions
with the Commission on Marginalization,
Globalization, and Regional and Local

Responses during the
Conference in Krakow.

IGU

Regional

In 2015 – the commission have agreed to
have joint sessions with the Applied
Geography Commission during the IGU
Regional Conference in Moscow.
In 2015 – the commission will have its
annual meeting within the Fourth Global
Conference on Economic Geography,
Oxford, England. It is an opportunity to
expose our activities to a new group of
scholars.

4. Publications
4.1. Journals
The harvest of the corresponding members'
interest in issues of Local and Regional
Development is being edited at present
within a special volume of the journal Rural
Studies - Edited by Konrad Czapiewski,
Michael Sofer and Tony Sorensen.
4.2. Commission website
The URL is
http://www.biu.ac.il/soc/ge/igucomld/
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C12.29 Marginalization, Globalization and Regional and Local Responses
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Assoc. prof. Stanko Pelc
University of Primorska
Faculty of Humanities
Geography Department
Koper, Slovenia
E-mail: stanko.pelc@fhs.upr.si
Dr. Jamalunlaili Abdullah
Universiti Teknologi MARA
Faculty of Architecture, Planning &
Surveying
Departement of Town and Regional
Planning
Shah Alam, Malaysia
E-mail: jamal858@salam.uitm.edu.my
Prof. Raghuvir Chand
Kumaun University
Department of Geography
Uttarakhand, India
E-mail: raghuvir_chand@rediffmail.com
Assoc. prof. Steve Déry
Université Lava
Département de géographie
Quebec, Canada
E-mail: Steve.Dery@ggr.ulaval.ca
Prof. Roddy Fox
Rhodes University
Geography Department
Grahamstown, South Africa
E-mail: r.fox@ru.ac.za
Dr. Tomáš Havlíček
Charles University

Faculty of Science
Department of Social Geography and
Regional Development
Prague, Czechia
E-mail: tomhav@natur.cuni.cz
Prof. Alison McCleery
Research Development & RAE
Napier University
School of Health & Social Sciences
Edinburgh, United Kingdom
E-mail: am.mccleery@napier.ac.uk
Prof. Etienne Nel
University of Otago
Department of Geography
Dunedin, New Zealand
E-mail: ELN@geography.otago.ac.nz
Prof. Margarita Schmidt
Universidad Nacional de Cuyo
Facultad de Filosofía y Letras
Departamento de Geografía
Mendoza, Argentina
E-mail: schmidtm@logos.uncu.edu.ar
Prof. Markku Tykkyläinen
University of Eastern Finland
Department of Geographical and Historical
Studies
Joensuu, Finland
E-mail: markku.tykkylainen@uef.fi
Secretary: Walter Leimgruber
Emeritus Professor
University of Fribourg/CH
Department of Geosciences, Geography
Fribourg, Switzerland
E-mail: walter.leimgruber@unifr.ch
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1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of commission members by country as of December 2014:
Argentine

15

Finland

7

Mexico

1

Slovenia

8

Australia

5

France

4

Namibia

1

South Africa

4

Austria

3

Germany

8

Nepal

22

Spain

29

Bangladesh

1

Hong Kong

1

Netherlands

2

Sweden

15

Bosnia

2

Hungary

4

New Zealand

5

Switzerland

10

Brazil

1

Iceland

1

Norway

3

Tunisia

1

Canada

4

India

14

Poland

10

Turkey

3

Chile

3

Iran

1

Portugal

9

UK

14

China, PR

1

Israel

6

Qatar

1

USA

17

China Taipei

3

Italy

9

Romania

2

Vietnam

1

Croatia

20

Japan

10

Russia

1

Zimbabwe

1

Czech Republic

6

Korea (South)

4

Saudi Arabia

1

Total

301

Denmark

1

Malaysia

4

Slovakia

1

2. Meetings
2.1. IGU Regional Conference, Krakow,
Poland, 2014
-

-

We had four paper sessions of our own
with 14 papers presented and 12 to 16
attendants per session.
We had a joint session with commission
C12.15 Geography of Tourism, Leisure,
and Global Change with four
presentations and about 12 attendants.
We had three joint sessions with
commission C12.28 Local and regional
develop-ment with 11 presentations and
about 20 attendants at average.

2.2. Topics Addressed
1.

Changing nature of globalization,
marginalization and marginality new
challenges for understanding and
responding with subfields:

-

Marginalization
perspectives,

from
ethnic

different
and

-

underprivileged social groups and
marginalization,
Border and rural areas socio-economic
imprint of marginality,
Commuting, emigration and identity
and
Poverty, (post)colonialism, segregation
and a lack of accessibility

2.

Tourism and marginality - local
initiatives shaped by global trends

3.

Areas of growth and economic
stagnation - the challenges of
globalization and marginalization

-

The implications of globalization on
regional development processes
Polarity of development in different
spatial scales
Regional development processes and
policy intervention

-

As usual at large conferences with dispersed
attention we received very diverse abstracts
and it was very difficult to tie them together
within some leading theme. The attendance
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was also relatively low and we came to the
conclusion that we need to organise the
conferences of our own as we did in the
period before 2013-2016.

We expect that organizers will also prepare
an interesting proposal for post-conference
excursion in border regions of Eastern
Turkey.

2.3. Future Meetings

3. Networking

In 2015 we are planning to meet in Ağrı,
Eastern Turkey. The conference will take
place from August 23-26, organized by
İbrahim Çeçen University Ağrı (ICUA). We
are also considering the possibility to hold a
conference in Bosnia and Hezegovina in
near fu-ture if possible.
The meeting in Ağrı will be held from just
after the IGU Regional conference in Moscow; attendance to both conferences will
therefore be possible in the course of one
single trip (important for participants that
come from outside the region).

3.1. Collaboration
commissions

The main topics of the conference in Ağrı
will be as follows:

4. Publications

-

-

Global changes in economic power:
more or less marginalization on local
and regional level?
Local,
regional
and
national
developmental initiatives and their
impact on (de)marginalization.
Local and regional bottom-up projects
and
their
impact
on
the
(de)marginalization of communities or
social groups.
Marginality and marginalization in the
societal context – their manifestation
and ex-planation.
Evidence of globalization effects in
spatially marginal areas.
Understanding
marginality
and
marginalization.

with

other

IGU

As stated above we held joint sessions at the
Regional Conference in Krakow with the
commission C12.15 Geography of Tourism,
Leisure, and Global Change and
commission C12.28 Local and regional
development. We also include the
information from the IGU Secretary General
and, as far as possible, from other
commissions about news and conferences
that may be of interest for our members.

4.1. Newsletters, Journals and Books
We regularly issue two Newsletters
annually. The July 2014 Newsletter has been
sent to all the corresponding members that
are on our mailing list, and the December
2014 Newsletter is about to be sent. We are
preparing a proposal for a book of
proceedings from the 2011 Nainital
conference (with Springer) and are
considering the possibilities to start a book
series about globalization and marginality.
4.2. Commission website
Our web site address is
http://www.igu-marginality.info/
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C12.30 Mediterranean Basin (COMB)
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Maria Paradiso
University of Sannio
Benevento, Italy
paradiso@unisannio.it

Barney Warf
University of Kansas
bwarf@ku.edu
1.2. Corresponding Members

Fathy Abo Ayana
University of Alexandria
aboyana@yahoo.com

The total number of corresponding members
by October 2014 was: 170 ca. A good
amount comes from developing countries.
Members come from: Algeria, Australia,
China, Croatia, Egypt, France, Finland,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Montenegro, Morocco, Portugal,
Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Saudi
Arabia, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, UK, and
US.

Antoine Bailly
University of Geneva
antoine.bailly@unige.ch

The majority of Colleagues from MENA
countries use yahoo or gmail accounts and
some of them are based in France.

Anne Buttimer
University of Dublin
anne.buttimer@ucd.ie

2. Meetings

Annick Douguédroit
University of Provence
Annick.Douguedroit@univ-provence.fr

General Meetings took place during the IGU
Conferences (Kyoto 2013 and Krakow
2014) and in Commission smaller groups or
invited keynote in Europe (COMB Chair
Maria Paradiso per Primorska University p
invitation of Professor Milan Bufon, May
2014; University of Sannio FP7 Kick off
Workshops MEDCHANGe: Alun Jones,
M.Spotorno, M. Alouat, S. Sierra, D.
Chinarro, M. Paradiso, L. Fonseca, A.
Fernandez, A. Guennous, K. Zahi,
M.Elaklaa, I. Schnell ) in Middle East
(Turkey, University of Ankara and Istanbul,
Geography Symposium, October 2014
Maria Paradiso invited as second keynote in
the opening session on Mediterranean new
regionalisation concepts and in workshop
with Turkish Colleagues; IGU President was
the first keynote); In North Africa
(Casablanca U2CM University and Cady
Ayyad Marrakesh, May, June, July, Late

Executive Secretary: Alì Toumi
University of Tunis
alitoumi2003@yahoo.fr

Anton Gosar
University of Koper / Capodistria
anton.gosar@guest.arnes.s
Maria Sala
University of Barcelona
sala@trivium.gh.ub.es
Izhak Schnell
University of Tel Aviv
schnell@post.tau.ac.il
Theano S. Terkenli
University of the Aegean
t.terkenli@aegean.gr

2.1. Meetings during 2013 and 2014
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August September: M.Paradiso, K. Zahi,
Mohamed Elaklaa, M. Spotorno, L.
Fonseca, S.Lamari, S. Ourkhafi, O. Tebbaa,
et al.).
IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto, August
2013:





Changing
settlements
in
the
Mediterranean and the Gulf: critical
views and implications (2 slots)
Traditional wisdom and modernity: ICT
and intangible culture (joint with
GEOGRAPHY
OF
GLOBAL
INFORMATION SOCIETY)
Local and regional development in the
Mediterranean basin (Joint session with
the
Commission
on
Local
Development)

2.2. Future Meetings







EUGEO, Rome, September 2013:
IGU COMB session (2 slots) arranged and
chaired by Maria Paradiso and Sebastian
Lenz
Session title: New spatialities: Europe and
its neighbouring regions
Organizer(s):
Sebastian Lentz (Leibniz
Institute for Regional Geography and
Leipzig University), Maria Paradiso
(University of Sannio)
Type of session: paper session
Number of slots 2
Topics addressed:
New ideas and insights identified at each
meeting and their immediate and long-term
theoretical and practical implications
include assessment of so called Arab Spring
and possible future implications; issues of
conceptuality
and
imaginations
of
Mediterranean Region beyond Orientalism
and Mediterraneism; new directions for
Mediterranean mobilities/migration; the
transformations of societies and settlement
in light of Gulf States transformations and
neo-liberalism approaches; initial impacts of
climate changes on societies.



IGU Regional Conference, Krakow,
August 2014
Benevento, January 20-22 2014, Invited
Speakers
Workshop,
Euromediterranean Changing Relationships
in cooperation with 7FP7 MC IRSES
‘MEDCHANGe’
-Marrakech University, June 2013 with
FP7
Marie
Curie
IRSES
‘MEDCHANGe’,
Workshop
on
Moroccon gender mobilities, return
mobilities. Also: Field research 2
months with COMB Colleagues from
Italy, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Israel
and Marrakesh and Casablanca Hassan
II Universities.
Benevento-Caserta October 2014,
Workshop and international team field
research:
Muslim
communities
integration-exclusion
in
NaplesCaserta. Workshop is public. Field
research open to COMB subgroup
MEDCHANGe group 2 weeks.
Convenors: Ankara University, Faculty
of Language, History and Geography
and Turkish Geographical Society
‘Biannual National Turkish Geography
Symposium, (2014, October). Keynote
Maria Paradiso, also special talk on
IGU COMB and meetings with Turkish
Colleagues interested in COMB
activities.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU

A rich array of joint session were initiated
by COMB. It developed in the past ties with
many Commissions (Gender, Political,
Information Society, Climate, Tourism,
Cultural Turn, Local Development, Global
Mobility). New cooperation are for IGU
Kracow with Urban Geography. New
Cooperation for Moscow 2015 will be with
Rural Sustainability (Chair Ana Firmino).
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3.2. Collaboration
with
international bodies
-

-

-

-

-

-

438

of Foreign Ministers, UN Alliance of
Civilisations. We got the label which
we are going to use for future COMB
Annual Conference.

other

RESEARCH
GRANT:
European
Commission, 7FP Call People Marie
Curie IRSES Research Staff Exchange
EuroMediterranean
2013,
MEDCHANGe
Project
612639.
Successfully approved, Granted. 48
months Starting month October 2013.
Geographers lead in cooperation with
International Law, antropologists. Call
for participation was circulated in
COMB by Maria Paradiso and with
some COMB Colleagues Maria
prepared the draft, submitted to EU and
drove negotiations with EU Research
Officers.
Academia
Europaea
London
(Interdisciplinary Academy); Academia
Europaea ‘Mediterranean Hub in
Barcelona (Maria Paradiso, for AE Med
Hub in Barcelona, Ricardo Guerrero,
Academic Director)
Young Academia Europaea Initiative
(for the benefit of COMB Young
Scholars; for AE Prof. J. Peltzer
Heidelberg).
Anna Lindh Foundation (Euromediterranean cultural Cooperation for
Union for the Mediterranean), COMB
is representative in AL via EUROGEO;
COMB has partnerships with Eurogeo
for representing on behalf of Eurogeo
and COMB Mediterranean focus
initiatives where laws admit only
Europe-based organisation.
EUGEO
(Prof.
Kovacs)
and
EUROGEO, the Association of
European Geographers (Prof. Donert)
UN Alliance of Civilisations program
focus ‘Mediterranean’, Label for
sponsoring a Conference entitled:
‘Migration as mobilities, geographical
perspectives from the Mediterranean’
has been submitted to the Malta meeting

-

AAG-Association
of
American
Geographers (Europe and Middle East
Specialty Group)

-

the Euro-Med University EMUNI being
one of the founding members, Portoroz
Slovenia

-

the Union for the Mediterranean the
EU-Med policy initiative in particular
with the Secretariat of Education and
Research (Prof. Chet), Secretariat of
Social Affairs (Hon. Cecilia Attard).

-

the CERES-Centre d’Etudes Socialeséconomiques de Tunis.

-

ENSB Ecole Superieure de Bouzereah

-

National Council of Research Italy

-

Israeli
Academy
of
(geography representative)

-

Catalan Research Institute

-

Turkish Geographical Society and
Ankara Research Centre on History,
Geography, Language

-

Rabat Agdal University (Geography
Department)

-

Europa Regionale (Leipzig University)

-

Insularis Geographia (Palma Mallorca
University)

-

Miscellanea Geographica

-

La Mediterrannée (Marseille-Aix)

-

Documenti Geografici

Sciences
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-

Euro-mediterranean
Journal

International

3.3. Collaboration
with
ISSC
(International
Social
Science
Council) and with ICSU (the
International Council for Science)
programs
Maria Paradiso presented a paper in ISSC
Montreal 2013 within the IGU panel
‘Geographic and Social Dimension of
Digital Age’ and collaborated with Mark
Wilson and Aharon Kellerman for
proposing it.
She is a member of ICSU Italy Committee
since last October and in contact with IGU
President and General Secretary for
opportune networking in favour of
geography visibility and incidence from
national basis.

Le dernier numéro d’EchoGéo qui vous
propose un dossier sur le Moyen- Orient par
plusieurs COMB members: espaces et
passeurs du changement.
By COMB member Larry Michalak an
article on democracy in Tunisia for a group
called the Council for a Community of
Democracies.
4.3. Commission website
We started under google+ and Google site
(IGUCOMB). However for special
conditions in some countries, colleagues
from some countries prefer to get info on
mails and not having full visibility of joint
actions with Colleagues from other
countries on a website. We moved in
smaller groups on Whatsapp and G+.

4. Publications
4.1. Books
P.Giaccaria,
M.
Paradiso
(Eds)
Mediterranean
Lexicon,
Italian
Geographical Society and National IGU
Committee Series, Rome, 2012. Presented
during IGU Cologne 2012.
A.
Douguedroit,
T.Terkenly (Eds),
Mediterranean Contemporary Geography,
manuscript, accepted by Cambridge
Scholars Publishing (about 12 chapters).
4.2. Special Journal Issues
Academia Europea Journal “Turkey and
Europe” edited by Anne Buttimer, Justin
Stagl
F. Celata, R. Coletti, Cross-Border
Cooperation in the Euro-Mediterranean and
Beyond: Between Policy-Transfers and
Regional Adaptations, Int J Euro-Mediter
Stud (2013) 5:109-120
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C12.31 Modelling Geographical Systems
1. Members
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Professor Yee Leung
Department of Geography and Resource
Management
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Shatin, Hong Kong
Email: yeeleung@cuhk.edu.hk
Vice Chair: Professor Stewart
Fotheringham
School of Geographical Sciences and
Urban Planning
Arizona State University
Email: Stewart.Fotheringham@asu.edu
Secretary and Editor:
Dr. Pavlos Kanaroglou
School of Geography and Earth Sciences
McMaster University
Ontario, Canda L8S 4K1
Email: pavlos@mcmaster.ca
Dr. Ali Bennasr,
Department of Geography,
University of Sfax
Sfax, Tunisia
Email: ali.bennasr@flshs.rnu.tn
Professor Danny Czamanski
Israel Institute of Technology
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning
Haifa, Israel
Email: danny@czamanski.com
Professor Manfred M Fischer
Institute for Economic Geography and
GIScience
Vienna University of Economics and
Business
Vienna, Austria
Email: Manfred.Fischer@wu.ac.at

Dr. Boris I. Gartsman
Laboratory for Hydrology and Climatology
Pacific Institute of Geography
Vladivostok, Russia
E-mail: gartsman@inbox.ru
Professor Daniel A. Griffith
School of Economic, Political and Policy
Sciences
University of Texas, Dallas
TX, USA
Email: dagriffith@utdallas.edu
Professor Beniamino Murgante
Laboratory of Urban and Territorial
Systems
University of Basilicata
Potenza, Italy
Email: beniamino.murgante@unibas.it
Professor Yukio Sadahiro
Department of Urban Engineering
Tokyo 113-8656 Japan
Email: sada@ua.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Dr. Therese Steenberghen
Spatial Applications Division
K.U.Leuven R & D
Leuven, Belgium
Email:
therese.steenberghen@sadl.kuleuven.ac.be
Professor Jinfeng Wang
Institute of Geography
Chinese Academy of Sciences
Beijing, PR China
Email: wangjf@igsnrr.ac.cn
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1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of commission members by country 2014:
Australia

7

Finland

1

Italy

8

South Africa

3

Austria

5

France

4

Japan

7

Spain

1

Belgium

4

Germany

8

New Zealand

4

Sweden

7

Canada

34

Greece

1

Nigeria

1

Switzerland

3

China

2

Hong Kong

7

Norway

1

Tunisia

1

Denmark

1

Ireland

2

Poland

1

The Netherlands

13

England (UK)

52

Israel

3

Russia

4

United States

73

Total

258

2. Meetings

02 June 2013. The conference was coorganized with the IGU Commissions
on Applied Geography, Dynamics of
Economic Spaces, GIScience and
University of Leeds. The emphasis of
the conference was placed on various
applications in relation to the solutions
of practical problems. It was attended
by
about
150
participants.
Interdisciplinary
interaction
was
promoted in the conference.

2.1. Meetings 2013-2014






Joint International Conference on
Geospatial
Theory,
Processing,
Modelling and Applications, October 68, Toronto 2014, The Joint Conference
co-organized by IGU-CMGS, IGU-GIS
and ISPRS was an effort to bring
together professionals, researchers,
scientists, and students from the
international community of geospatial
information sciences and geomatics
engineering to discuss on advances in
geospatial
information
science,
technology
and
practice.
The
conference featured keynote speeches
and was attended by about 200
participants.
International Geographical Union
Regional Conference August 18-22
2014, Kraków, Poland 2014 Regional
Conference of the International
Geographical Union was held in
Krakow, Poland, on 18-22 August
2014. The theme of our sessions was on
the recent advances in geographical
modeling and applications. About 50
participants took part in the sessions.
Applied GIS and Spatial Modelling
Conference 2013, Leeds, UK, 29 May –



IGU Regional Conference August 4-9,
2013 in Kyoto, Japan. Five sessions
were organized during this IGU
regional conference. They were
attended by about 60 participants. A
steering committee meeting was also
held to chart future course of action to
promote
the
mission
of
the
Commission.

2.2. Future Meetings


International Geographical Union
(IGU) Regional Conference, Moscow,
Russia, 17-22 August 2015. Sessions
will be organized around three themes:
fluvial and hydrological processes,
technology and economic development,
and advances in geocomputation. It is
expected to draw researchers with
interest in advances of geographical
modeling and geocomputation.
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Second IEEE International Conference
on Spatial Data Mining and
Geographical Knowledge Services,
Fuzhou, P.R. China, July 8-10, 2015. It
is an international conference coorganized by the IGU-CMGS and
chaired by Yee Leung, Chair of IGUCMGS. The conference features
keynote speeches and is organized
around a large number of topics in
relation to spatial data mining and
knowledge provision. It is expected to
be well attended by researchers from
different countries.

3. Networking
The Commission plans to co-organize and
sponsor conferences with academic and
research organizations in the years to follow.
Collaborations with other Commissions will
also be made to capitalize on our capabilities
in formulating formal and practical

approaches to solve problems relevant to the
missions of the Commissions concerned.

4. Publications
The Commission is strongly committed to
the encouragement of scholarly publication
derived from the work of its members and
their contributions to symposia. Theoretical
and empirical research will be published as
special issues in journals and edited volumes
in books. Resulting from the joint
conference held in Toronto, an edited
volume on Spatial Data Handling will be
published in 2015 by Springer-Verlag under
the editorship of Yee Leung and Francis
Harvey.

5. Commission website
http://www.science.mcmaster.ca/~igucmgs/index.html
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C12.32 Mountain Response to Global Change
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Prof. Dr. Jörg LÖFFLER (Chair)
University of Bonn
Department of Geography
Bonn, Germany
E-mail: joerg.loeffler@uni-bonn.de
Prof. Dr. Anders LUNDBERG (Secretary)
University of Bergen
Department of Geography
Bergen, Norway
E-mail: anders.lundberg@geog.uib.no
Prof. Dr. Yuri BADENKOV
Institut Geografii Rossijskoy Akademii
Nauk
Moskva, Russia
E-mail: yubaden@mail.ru
Dr. Nazzareno DIODATO
Met European Research Observatory
GEWEX(DIG) - World Climate Research
Programme
Benevento, Italy
E-mail: nazdiod@tin.it
Prof. Dr. Monique FORT
Department of Geography
Université Paris
Paris, France
E-mail: fort@univ-paris-diderot.fr
Prof. Dr. Donald A. FRIEND
Department of Geography
Minnesota State University
Mankato, MN, USA
E-mail: friend@mnsu.edu
Prof. Dr. Hans HURNI
Institute of Geography
University of Berne
Bern, Switzerland
E-mail: Hans.Hurni@cde.unibe.ch

Prof. Dr. Yolanda JIMÉNEZ OLIVENCIA
Institute for Regional Development
University of Granada
Granada, Spain
E-mail: yjimenez@ugr.es
Dr. Jean-Paul MÉTAILIÉ
GÉOgraphie De l'Environnement
Université Toulouse-le Mirail
Toulouse, France
E-mail: metailie@univ-tlse2.fr
Prof. Dr. Martin PRICE
Director, Centre for Mountain Studies
Perth College
University of the Highlands and Islands
Perth, UK
E-mail: Martin.Price@perth.uhi.ac.uk
Prof. Dr. Fausto SARMIENTO
The University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia, USA
E-mail: fsarmien@uga.edu
1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of members: 136 (41 German, 15
Swiss, 11 US-American, 9 Italian, 6
Austrian, 6, British, 6 French, 6 Russian, 4
Indian, 3 Canadian, 3 Japanese, 3 South
African, 2, Norwegian, 2 South Korean,
others from: Bangladesh, Belgium,
Bulgaria, China, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Finland, Ireland, Israel, Kyrgyzstan,
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Poland, Spain,
Sweden, Thailand, others)

2. Meetings
2.1. AAG Annual Meeting in Tampa,
Florida, 8-12 April 2014
Sessions C12.32 steering committee
member Fausto Sarmiento has invited the
commission members to attend the AAG
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Annual Meeting in Tampa, Florida, 8-12
April 2014, where he organized a special
session on international mountain research.
2.2. Future Meetings

-

IGU Regional Conference in Moscow,
Russia, 17-22 August 2015

approaches
according
Rio+20
Declaration “Future we want” and UN
Sustainable Development Goals Plan
for mountains.
Diversity of approaches and best
practice transformation research in
practice based on transdisciplinarity
principles should be presented and
discussed.
Outcomes of the general discussion
should be presented in format of an IGU
Mountain
Commission
Moscow
Declaration – Sustainable Mountain
Development Goals in Global Change
Times: Challenge and Responsibility of
Science.

On behalf of Commission 12.32 ”Mountain
Response to Global Change”, steering
committee member Yuri Badenkov will
chair a session entitled "Mountain regions in
context of Global Change; adaptation, new
approaches and role of science". A short
description of this session:

-

-

3. Commission website

-

The issue of research findings
integration in development practice of
sustainable mountain development and
adaptation to Global Change will be a
key theme of the session.
The aim of the session –
discussions/evaluation of modern

tolu.giub.uni-bonn.de/igumountains.de/welcome.html
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C12.33 Political Geography
1. Membership

abmurphy@uoregon.edu

1.1. Steering Committee

Oren YFTACHEL
Department of Geography and
Environmental Development
Beer Sheva, Israel
yiftach@exchange.bgu.ac.il

Virginie MAMADOUH (Co-chair)
Department of Human Geography,
Planning and International Development
University of Amsterdam
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
V.D.Mamadouh@uva.nl
Takashi YAMAZAKI (Co-chair)
Department of Geography
Osaka City University
Osaka, Japan
yamataka@lit.osaka-cu.ac.jp
Stéphane ROSIERE
Department of Geography
University of Reims Champagne-Ardenne
Reims, France
stephane.rosiere@univ-reims.fr
Paul REUBER
Institute of Geography
University of Munster
Munster, Germany
p.reuber@uni-muenster.de
Jan WENDT
Department of Regional Development
Geography
University of Gdańsk
Gdańsk, Poland
jan.wendt@ug.edu.pl
Alexandru ILIES
Department of Geography
University of Oradea
Oradea, Romania
ilies@uoradea.ro
Alexander MURPHY
Department of Geography
University of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon, USA

James SIDAWAY
Dept. of Geography
National University of Singapore
Kent Ridge, Singapore
geojds@nus.edu.sg
Simon DALBY
CIGI Chair in the Political Economy of
Climate Change
Balsillie School of International Affairs/
Wilfrid Laurier University
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
sdalby@gmail.com
Adriana DORFMAN
Departamento de Geografia, Instituto de
Geociências
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul
Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil
adriana.dorfman@ufrgs.br
Elena DELL’AGNESE (Honorary member
and current Vice President of the IGU)
Department of Sociology and Social
Research
University of Milano-Bicocca
Milan, Italy
elena.dellagnese@unimib.it
1.2. Board of Young Researchers and
Student Members
Fiona Mc Connell
Associate Professor
School of Geography and the Environment
University of Oxford
Oxford, UK
fiona.mcconnell@ouce.ox.ac.uk
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Ira Bliatka
PhD Student
Aberystwyth University
irb2@aber.ac.uk
Xavier Ferrer-Gallardo
Postdoc Researcher
Departament de Geografia
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
Barcelona, Spain
xavier.ferrer.gallardo@uab.cat
Jussi Laine
Researcher
Karelian Institute
University of Eastern Finland
Joensuu, Finland
jussi.laine@uef.fi
Victoria Ayelen Sosa
Researcher and consultant
National Institute of Anthropology and
Latin American Thought
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Victoria.ayelen.sosa@gmail.com
Sang-Hyun Chi
Assistant Professor
Kyung Hee University
Seoul, Korea
hyungeo@gmail.com
Woon Chih Yuan
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography
National University of Singapore
Kent Ridge, Singapore
geowcy@nus.edu.sg
Sara Koopman
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography
York University

Toronto, Canada
Sara.koopman@gmail.com
Corey Johnson
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography
University of North Carolina at Greensboro
corey_johnson@uncg.edu
Ben Schrager
Degree Program: M.A.
Honolulu, Hawaii
schrager@hawaii.edu
Anna Casaglia
Research Fellow
Department of Sociology and Social
Research
University of Milano-Bicocca
Milano, Italy
anna.casaglia@unimib.it
Carolin Schurr
Branco Weiss Fellow
Department of Geography
University of Zürich
Zürich, Switzerland
carolin.schurr@geo.uzh.ch
Iris Dzudzek
Research Assistant
Department of Human Geography
Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main
Frankfurt am Main, Germany
dzudzek@em.uni-frankfurt.de
Inocent Moyo
Geography Department
Florida Campus
University of South Africa
South Africa
minnoxa@yahoo.com
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1.3. Corresponding Members
Number of commission members by country:
Italy

70

Germany

5

Tunisia

2

Lithuania

1

USA

36

The Netherlands

5

Argentina

2

Mexico

1

Poland

29

Hungary

4

Algeria

1

New Zealand

1

UK

27

Brazil

3

Belgium

1

Portugal

1

Canada

11

Sweden

3

Botswana

1

Singapore

1

Finland

10

Zimbabwe

3

Croatia

1

South Korea

1

France

10

India

2

Denmark

1

Czech Republic

1

Spain

8

Norway

2

Estonia

1

Turkey

1

Israel

7

Romania

2

Greece

1

Ukraine

1

Switzerland

7

Russia

2

Iceland

1

Uruguay

1

Japan

6

Slovakia

2

Iraq

1

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings organised, co-organised
and sponsored by the commission











Colloque International « Métropoles et
Régions, Entre Concurrences Et
Complémentarités, Regards Croisés
France / Italie, Paris, France, 9-11 Avril
2014
Association for Borderland Studies
(ABS) 1st World Conference, Joensuu,
Finland / St. Petersburg, Russia, 9-13
June 2014, 400 participants
Political Geography of the Environment
conference in Eugene, Oregon, 9-21
June 2014, 30 participants
The International Conference on
Geopolitics in Changing Southeast
Asia: Boundaries and Borderlands,
Kunming/Xishuangbanna, China, 2024 July 2014, 200 participants.
The 14th International ‘Lodz’ Political
Geography
Conference
/
Preconference of the IGU Commission on
Political Geography (CPG), Lopuszna,
Poland, 15-17 August, 2014, 65
participants
Activities at the IGU Regional
Conference, Krakow, Poland, 18-24












August 2014, seventeen sessions
(ranging from 10 to 100 participant),
1400 participants for the whole
conference
Dark Tourism Workshop: Post-WW1
Destinations of Human Tragedies and
Opportunities
for
Tourism
Development,
PortorozPortorose/Koper-Capodistria, Slovenia,
2-4 October, 2014, 60 participants.
First Brazilian Congress of Political
Geography, Geopolitics and Territorial
Management:
Rationalities
and
Practices at Multiple Scales, Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, 7-10 October 2014, 260
participants.
The Art of Bordering: Economies,
Performances and Technologies of
Migration Control, Rome, Italy, 24-26
October 2014
BRIT XIV: The Border, a Source of
Innovation / La frontière, source
d’innovation, Arras and Lille, France
and Mons, Belgium, 4-7 November
2014, 170 participants.
Journées géopolitiques de Reims,
France, 12 November 2014
Borders at the interface, Beer Sheva,
Israel, 8-11 December 2014, 80
participants.
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2.2. Topics addressed at each meeting
Association of American Geographers
(AAG) Political Geography Specialty
Group Preconference, Tampa, USA, 7
April 2014
The Political Geography Specialty Group of
the AAG held its 2014 preconference at the
University of South Florida on Monday
April 7. It was hosted by Jayajit
Chakrabarty, Pratyusha Bosu and the School
of Geosciences at USF. There were
approximately 60 people at the preconference, which included 32 papers and a
plenary panel on Florida politics featuring
Jason Dittmer, Fred Shelley, Susan
McManus, and Martin Bosman. The next
PGSG preconference will be held at the
Lincoln Park Campus of Depaul University
in Chicago on Monday 20 April, 2015. Kara
Dempsey will act as local coordinator. A call
for papers will be circulated. (report by
Reece Jones)
Colloque International - Métropoles et
Régions,
Entre
Concurrences
Et
Complémentarités, Regards Croisés
France / Italie, Paris, France, 9-11 Avril
2014
Organisé par l’Ecole française de Rome, en
partenariat avec l’UMR Géographie-cités
(Universités Paris-Diderot et Paris 1, CNRS)
et le Lab’urba (Université Paris-Est), et avec
la collaboration des Universités de Rome, de
Turin et de Naples, ce colloque a réuni à la
fois
des
enseignants-chercheurs
et
chercheurs en géographie, aménagement du
territoire, histoire, sciences politiques et
sociales, et des responsables politiques et
des
techniciens
de
l’aménagement
métropolitain et régional.
Dans un contexte marqué par la
multiplication des débats et des réformes
portant sur les mailles métropolitaines en
Europe, ce colloque international a essayé
de contribuer à la réflexion contemporaine
sur les rapports entre les échelles régionale
et métropolitaine.

La question des concurrences et des
complémentarités
entre
régions
et
métropoles se pose avec une importance
nouvelle depuis environ deux décennies
dans un double contexte : celui de la
mondialisation qui, en Europe comme
ailleurs, accentue les concurrences entre
territoires « gagnants » et « perdants » ; et
celui de la décentralisation, qui contribue à
redéfinir les formes de gouvernance dans un
processus toujours évolutif.
Les trois premières sessions étaient
intitulées : “ Métropoles et régions : une
histoire déjà longue”; “ Constructions et
représentations des territoires régionaux et
métropolitains” et “ Métropoles et régions
dans la course à la métropolisation ”. Deux
sessions ont été consacrées au sujet-clé de la
gouvernance et l'aménagement ont été
consacrés deux sessions. Toujours dans la
dimension de la comparaison entre l’Italie et
la France, deux sessions se sont déroulées
sur les politiques sectorielles et sur les
interstices métropolitains. Des représentants
des collectivités locales des deux pays ont
participé à la table ronde animée par les
organisateurs. (report by Fabio Amato)
Association for Borderland Studies (ABS)
1st World Conference, Joensuu, Finland /
St. Petersburg, Russia, 9-13 June 2014
The first Association of Borderland Studies
World Conference was held this year on
June 9-13 in Joensuu, Finland and St.
Petersburg, Russia, seeking to provide a
forum for a global gathering of border
scholars. While the Association was initially
formed in 1976 by scholars focused upon the
United States-Mexico borderlands, it was
decided in 2012 to reflect the growing
internationalization of the Association’s
membership by hosting a World Conference
every four years, in addition to the Annual
Meetings held in a western US city. Rather
than merely duplicate that meeting in a
different hemisphere, however, the goal is to
provide a gathering not tied to one specific
location, which can bring together various
scholarly networks and the wider border
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studies
community.
The
400-plus
participants from 50-odd countries were
testament to the success of the organizer’s
vision.
Hosting duties were shared between Joensuu
and St. Petersburg, with a fleet of six busses
shuttling participants between the two
venues on Wednesday, June 11. The same
globalization that has driven the expansion
of the geographical spread of the
organization’s members and concerns was
also visible in this decision to cross the
border during the conference. The stillongoing tug-of-war occurring in Ukraine
between EU and Russian interests
potentially affects the situation of academics
crossing the border between them, and
indeed one Ukrainian colleague was
ultimately refused entry to Russia. The
tension, of course, serves to underline the
significance of what the ABS World
Conference sought to achieve, bringing
home to everyone the importance of further
work on the borders that exist between us
and how they are functioning today, in a
world criss-crossed by markers and means
of inclusion and exclusion.
The Conference succeeded in both
appealing to the Association’s past while
looking towards a more expansive future in
its plenary sessions, the speakers of which
provided a marvelous cross-section of the
potential of this gathering for the future.
Along with speeches from two distinguished
border scholars from Russia and Finland
(Alexander Filippov and Anssi Paasi), there
was a talk provided by Oscar Martinez,
producer of ground-breaking work on the
US-Mexico borderlands and founder
member of ABS. If Oscar succeeded in
demonstrating
the
Association’s
connections with its own past, Anne-Laure
Amilhat Szary and Paul Nugent both pointed
towards its future in exciting new ways.
Paul’s talk, as well as the cooperation and
participation of the African Borderlands
Research Network (ABORNE), allowing for
African border experiences to be better
represented than is frequently the case at

these events. As with the increasing tension
between the EU and Russia’s borders,
though, the denial of visas to the majority of
ABORNE’s African members once again
showed the continuing centrality and
inequality in the border functions in our
connected world. This inequitable order
supported by our current borders is ripe for
being challenged in the manner AnneLaure’s exciting work at the intersection
between art, advocacy and academia
provides.
The excellence of the sessions on offer
during the four days of the conference were
matched by the more social sides of the
occasion, with generous entertainment
provided on each evening and during the bus
ride to St. Petersburg. This generosity
extended to the provision of a Student Paper
Award, the three winners of which were
announced at a reception hosted by
Joensuu’s Mayor in the city’s Art Gallery.
From speaking to many of the participant’s,
it was clear that the original concept behind
the Conference was being successfully
realized, and the bar has been set very high
for the next edition of ABS World when, like
the World Cup, it rolls around in four years’
time. (report by Edward Boyle)
Political Geography of the Environment
Conference, IGU-CPG International
Conference, Eugene, USA, 19-21 June
2014
On June 19-21, 2014, the Department of
Geography at the University of Oregon
hosted a meeting of the IGU Commission on
Political Geography in Eugene, Oregon.
The conference theme was the Political
Geography and the Environment. The
conference consisted of two days of sessions
followed by a day-long field trip to the
Oregon coast.
Commission Steering
Committee member Professor Alexander
Murphy hosted the conference—ably
assisted by University of Oregon doctoral
student Anna Moore.
Most of the
participants came from the United States and
Canada, but two young scholars came from
449
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Mexico, and former Commission chair
Anton Gosar won the informal award for
coming the farthest: from Slovenia.
Simon Dalby kicked off the first day of the
conference
with
a
wide-ranging,
provocative plenary address. Playing off of
Neil Smith’s effort to link nature, capital,
and the production of space, Dalby sketched
out a variety of ways in which political
geographers can and should engage
environmental themes. His address was
followed by sessions focused on transboundary water issues, the power-politicsenvironment
relationship,
and
the
environmental dimensions of consumption.
Shannon O’Lear gave the opening plenary
address on the second day of the meeting,
discussing the environment-geopolitics link
and the need to examine the assumptions
behind the ways in which issues of scarcity,
security, and resilience are framed. Papers
during the day focused on questions of
environmental governance, the disconnect
between development initiatives in
particular places and local environmental
conditions, and the relationship between
political geography and political ecology.
The formal part of the meeting ended with
an interesting discussion highlighting the
need for more engagement by political
geographers with environmental matters and
communicating the nature and importance
of the types of issues raised at the conference
to a broader audience. On the last day of the
gathering, many of the participants who
came from farther afield took a day-long
field trip to the Oregon coast led by Alec
Murphy.
The group explored the
extraordinary physical environment along
the coast and learned about the planning and
legislative initiatives that have succeeded in
keeping much of the Oregon coast within the
public domain. (report by Alexander
Murphy)
The International Conference on
Geopolitics in Changing Southeast Asia:
Boundaries
and
Borderlands,
Kunming/Xishuangbanna, China, 20-24
July 2014

The Chinese province of Yunnan hosted the
first international conference on geopolitics
and borderlands in China on 20-24 July 2014
in
two
locations:
Kunming
and
Xishuangbanna. The conference was
organized by Yunnan Normal University,
the Institute of Geographic Sciences and
Natural Resources Research and Beijing
Normal University, and co-organized by the
School of Tourism and Geographic Science
of Yunnan Normal University and
Xishuangbanna Vocational and Technical
Institute.
A key player in the organization was Stan
Brunn, who has been a visiting professor at
Yunnan Normal University for the past year,
teaching
political
geography.
The
conference brought together keynote
speakers from North America, Europe,
Southwest Asia and South Asia (Victor
Konrad from Ottawa, Virginie Mamadouh
from Amsterdam, David Newman from
Beer Sheva, and James Sidaway from
Singapore) and many scholars and PhD
students from all over China, and from
abroad, with participants from India,
Singapore, Malaysia, Japan, Russia, the
USA, Australia, Finland, Italy and the UK.
The Conference took place in Kunming the
capital city of Yunnan, in southwest China
then moved to Xishuangbanna, the
prefecture at the southern border, where
workshops took place in Jing Hong the main
city and a fieldtrip took the participants to
the Forest Park near Mengla and the border
crossing with Laos in Mohan. Yunnan, once
a periphery of China, where Yunnan Normal
University was created in 1938 by
academics fleeing China under Japanese
occupation is now a booming city stimulated
by the central state policies to stimulate
development in the west and to strengthen
crossborder
ties
with
southeastern
neighbours. The construction boom can be
witnessed by dozens and dozens of high rise
towers, new highways and cloverleaves
(among which the highway to Bangkok), the
new international airport near Kunming (the
4th largest one in China), the huge brand
new suburban campus of Yunnan Normal
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University, and similar developments in
Jung Hong. The region is particularly rich in
terms of agriculture with endless greeneries,
but even more famous for its tea, tobacco,
aloe vera, and rubber plantation and a
tropical destination for Chinese tourists.
After a series of complementary
introductions to border studies by the
keynote speakers, the many contributions
presented in workshops at Yunnan Normal
University in Kunming or at Xishuangbanna
Vocational and Technical Institute in Jing
Hong, addressed various aspects of China’s
foreign relations as well as cultural
economic and political themes related to
borderlands in China and to international
relations in the region. Yunnan is known in
China both for its rather harmonious
arrangements with its ethnic minorities, and
as a spearhead of the good neighbourhood
policy of China.
(report by Virginie
Mamadouh)
The 14th International ‘Lodz’ Political
Geography Conference / Pre-conference
of the IGU Commission on Political
Geography (CPG), Lopuszna, Poland, 1517 August 2014
The organizers were: Department of
Political Geography and Regional Studies
University of Lodz (Prof. Marek
Sobczyński), Silesian Institute in Opole
(Prof. Krystian Heffner) and Commission on
Political and Historical Geography Polish
Geographical Society. The conference was
held under patronage of International
Geographical Union Commission of
Political Geography. The last session of the
conference was organised jointly with IGU
Commission on Tourism, Leisure and
Global Change (Prof. Marek Więckowski).
65 participants from Austria, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, China,
Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Latvia, New Zealand, Norway,
Poland, Slovenia, South Africa, Sweden,
UK and USA, have 32 papers in 6 sessions.
The substantive aim of the conference was a
discussion on the transborder conservation

of natural and cultural heritage all around the
world. Most of all the following problems
were considered:
- Integration vs peripherality – changes in
border regions,
- Contemporary changes in border
regions – new challenges for political
geography,
- Geopolitics of borders and borderlands
in globalised World,
- Transborder conservation of natural and
cultural heritage between the EU
member and not-member countries,
- Contemporary practice in the field of
the conservation of natural and cultural
heritage all over the World,
- The role of Euroregions in the
transborder heritage conservation.
During the conference two study tours were
held: all-day long to the Slovak part of the
historical region of Spis and half-day long
tour to the Polish part of this region.
The national minorities on the borderlands
were indicated as the necessary topic for the
future conferences in this cycle. The
proposal of the organizers to hold the next
15th
International
‘Lodz’
Political
Geography Conference in September 2016
at Kliczków Castle in Lower Silesia
(Poland) and Bautzen (Upper Lusatia in
Germany) on Borderlands of nations and
nations of borderlands was accepted. (report
by Marek Sobczynski)
Activities at the IGU Regional
Conference, Krakow, Poland, 18-24
August 2014
The 2014 Regional Conference organized in
Krakow by the International Geographical
Union was an enormous success. It brought
1372 geographers to Krakow and to the
Jagiellonian University established in 1364
by King Casimir the Great (at the time
Krakow was the capital of the Polish
Kingdom). About 100 young researchers
took part in the conference. The participants
came to Krakow from 60 countries,
including 416 persons from Poland. Polish
geographers seized the opportunity to
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present the many geography departments
and journals to a large and diverse group of
participants. The main venue was the
Campus of the 600th anniversary of the
Jagiellonian University Revival.
The Commission on Political Geography
(CPG) sponsored and cosponsored a large
number of sessions so that there were
parallel sessions all the time.
A highlight was the Thursday with a special
lecture sponsored by the academic journal
Political Geography featuring the Political
Geography IGU 2014 lecture: Camps by
Claudio Minca, (Wageningen University,
The Netherlands), and interventions:
Vladimir Kolossov, Institute of Geography,
Russian Academy of Sciences President of
the IGU, and former chair of the
Commission on Political Geography and Irit
Katz, Cambridge University, UK). This
section attracted the attention of
geographers way beyond the Commission,
and was followed by a regular panel about
The Political Geographies of Camps
organized by Irit Katz and James D.
Sidaway.
Other sessions included:
- Political Geographies of Society and
Nature, organized by Paul Reuber
- Transforming Political Geographies in
the 21st century: Case Studies on Local,
National and Global Scale, organized
by Paul Reuber
- Contemporary Conflicts and New/Old
Forms of Belligerence, organized by
Elena dell’Agnese
- Here There Everywhere: Social
Movements
Spatializing
Dissent,
organized by Valeria Pecorelli
On Wednesday there were three sessions on
the Political Geographies of Multilingualism
convened by Virginie Mamadouh, grouping
papers in three topical clusters:
1. Demographies and ethnicities,
2. Boundary making,
3. Politics and Policies

On Thursday afternoon and Friday morning
there were four sessions on European
Integration (organized and chaired by
Virginie Mamadouh, Anna Casaglia, Jussi
Laine) that included themes such as
“Territoriality and ENP” and “Processes of
Europeanization.”
The Commission collaborated with several
other commissions for other sessions:
- With the Commission on the History of
Geography for a session entitled What
(Political) Geography Ought to Be?
Theoretical Approaches to and
Historical Perspectives on Geography
and Geopolitics as Instruments of
Peace, organized by Elena dell’Agnese
and Toshiyuki Shimazu
- With the Commission on Gender and
Geography for a session on Gender,
Human Rights and Citizenship,
organized by Inocent Moyo and
Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg
- And with the Commission on the
Geography of Tourism, Leisure, and
Global Change for two sessions: one on
Tourism and Political Borders,
organized by Marek Więckowski and
Elena dell’Agnese and one on Dark
Tourism, Heritage and War, organized
by Carolin Funck, Tim Coles, and Elena
dell’Agnese.
Next to the many panel sessions, the
conference organizers offered a series of
plenary lectures on Changes, Challenges,
respectively Responsibility every early
afternoon, an exhibition on the History of
Geographical Thought in Poland at the
Museum of the Jagiellonian University,
several social events at the Auditorium
Maximum, in Kazimierz, and at the
Wieliczka Salt Mine and numerous
academic excursions after the conference
and short trips to Krakow Old Town and to
Nowa Huta District.
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Dark Tourism Workshop: Post-WW1
Destinations of Human Tragedies and
Opportunities for Tourism Development,
Portoroz-Portorose/Koper-Capodistria,
Slovenia, 2-4 October 2014
This workshop was organized by the Faculty
of Tourism Studies TURISTICA, of the
University of Primorska Universita dell'
Litorale, Koper-Capodistria. The workshop
took place in Portoroz-Portorose and in
Koper-Capodistria, Slovenia. There was a
fieldtrip to the Isonzo Battlefields of the
Great War and to the War Museum at
Kobarid (Caporetto): Koper – Komen Gorizia – Tolmin – Kobarid – Nova GoricaKoper.
There were 16 papers with contributors from
seven EU countries: the United Kingdom,
The Netherlands, Poland, Italy, Austria,
Croatia and Slovenia, including two former
chairs of the Commission on Political
Geography: Anton Gosar and Elena
dell'Agnese. In addition there were about
sixty participants, students, teachers and
interested individuals from the University of
Primorska / Universita dell' Litorale, KoperCapodistria.
The main conclusions of the workshop were:
- Dark Tourism is 'alive and well' and
constantly develops new and enriches
old travel destinations;
- The dark tourism research is relatively
recent (1990’s) and lacks international
discussion
- The naming of this tourism experience
is from the marketing point of view
criticized and needs to be changed. At
the international workshop the
following terms have been named:
Memory Tourism, Peace Tourism,
Tanatourism, Historical Tourism,
Tourism of Reconciliation;
- The experience of dark tourism has
increasingly
moved
towards
“Disneyfications”, as it increases the
number of “live shows” and reenactments
–
much
to
the
disappointment of historians and

-

-

-

-

-

academicians; we all have a great
responsibility in managing dark sites in
a way that maintains the utmost respect
for the people who were the victims of
these vents. This extends to public
sector agencies, the private sector and
also to academics researching the
phenomenon of dark tourism. This is a
moral responsibility and we owe to the
victims to ensure that dark sites are
never over-commercialized.
Local residents and municipalities
embrace dark tourism presented in any
way; they appreciate the increase of
working places, the increase of visitors
and commodities related to culinary and
other tourism related services;
Tourists
visiting
dark
tourism
destinations increasingly appreciate not
only the educational part of the
experience (museums, memorial sites,
etc.) but in particular the tourism
amenity complexity offered - which
would include own, active participation
in hiking around places of previous
conflicts, disasters and places of
macabre experiences (for example:
overnight in trenches);
At present, in particular in the ItalianSlovenian borderland dark tourism
tourist destinations lack tourist
infrastructure,
especially
accommodation amenities; tourists also
complain that some dark tourism sites
are constantly closed and the interest to
visit has to be announced well in
advance at appropriate associations
and/or municipalities;
The experience of dark tourism at dark
tourism sites, if explained in adequate
way - as history is understood in the
21st century - could help in
understanding the complexity of the
ethnic, national and world history; the
one-sided interpretation, often inspired
by the past and/or present politics of a
nation-state, has to be omitted;
The WW1 tourism sites are in particular
trendy not only due to the centennial
(and this will last for another 5 years),
but also because the war and disasters
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of that period are at a “safe historical
distance” and on which historians have
already
made
a
consensual
interpretation, and dark tourism can
offer “neutral” perspectives, focusing
on the tragedies of everyday people –
military and others;
The WW1 tourism destinations in the
Slovenian-Italian borderland is in
particular popular, since for the first
time in two centuries the geopolitical
situation is oriented towards reconciliation and in a consensual
interpretation of history; the Walk of
Peace (from the Alps to the Adriatic) is
a good example of bipartisan cooperation in the dark tourism
destination development; cross-border
co-operation still needs to be improved
and markets outside the immediate
neighborhood explored;
In particular the Karst and the Upper
Soča/Isonzo area (Tolmin, Kobarid,
Bovec) is - because of the increase of
visits – in desperate need of hotel
accommodations,
whereas
the
restaurant amenities are already
adequate;

The publication of the proceedings of the
workshop is planned for early 2015. (report
by Anton Gosar)
First Brazilian Congress of Political
Geography, Geopolitics and Territorial
Management: Rationalities and Practices
at Multiple Scales, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
7-10 October 2014
In the history of political geography, it was
probably the first time that a country
organized a national congress devoted to this
field of geography. In May 2013 at Manaus,
a group of researchers decided to create
REBRAGEO, namely the Brazilian
Network
of
Political
Geography,
Geopolitics and Territorial Management.
This network implemented this Congress
which was held from 7 to 10 October 2014
at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio
de Janeiro within its Gavea Campus located

at the bottom of Corcovado. With the
presence of 257 registered participants, the
First Brazilian Congress of Political
Geography offered a wide range of scientific
activities. The meeting opened with the
speech of Claudio Antonio Egler Brazil
Through the Eyes of Bertha Becker which
was a tribute to the memory of Bertha
Koiffman Becker (1930-2013), the
international reference of the Brazilian
political geography and a former IGU VicePresident (1996-2000). The opening
conference was made by Lia Osorio
Machado, under the title Empire and the
Decolonial Epistemological Turn.
During the first two mornings, twenty-four
posters were proposed to the attention of the
participants in one of the outdoor mall of the
welcome institution.
The three mornings were devoted to the
presentation of 152 papers which were
distributed among five general axes:
1. Classical and contemporary political
geography and geopolitics in the 20th
and 21st centuries;
2. (Geo)politics of environment, resources
management and sustainabilities;
3. Localism, nationalism, regionalism and
globalism;
4. Borders: an ongoing territorial
challenge;
5. The scales of management of territorial
policies.
The four afternoons were occupied by
thematic round tables structured around the
five general axes, with interventions by
recognized scholars. A strong point was
made by André Roberto Martin, from the
University of São Paulo, on the theory of
meridionalism: this theory is not only an
imaginary projection of the geopolitical
power but also an explanatory model of the
limits and feasabilities of Brazil and
Southern Hemispere countries within the
international system. Meridionalism is a
contemporary geopolitical theory which
denies those of Atlantism and Eurasianism.
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Three foreign guest speakers were invited to
deliver a speech: André-Louis Sanguin
(France) scrutinized the evolution of
political geography since the 1990s
according to an international perspective.
Mario Valero Martinez (Venezuela)
analysed the cross-border situation between
Venezuela and its neighbors when Yann
Richard concluded the Congress with a
speech devoted to the Ukraine Crisis.
The Brazilian school of political geography
has at its disposal a critical mass which
contributes to explain its development: it is
a country of 200 million inhabitants, with a
network of 186 universities, and an
educational system where geography is an
obligatory subject in seven school years,
leading to the formation of more than five
thousand professionals each year. Besides,
Brazilian nationalism is deeply rooted in
themes like the unity of Brazilian territory
and its cornucopic natural resources.
Furthermore, echoes of the geopolitical
reasoning forwarded by the Doctrine of
National Security central during dictatorship
years can still be heard, at the same time as
strong voices claiming time has come for
epistemic disconnection and situated
theories. The First Brazilian Congress of
Political Geography was a significant
testimony
of
this
vitality
and
(post)modernity. Probably due to the
linguistic partitioning (ignorance of the
Portuguese language) and due to the French
influence and Anglo-American intellectual
hegemony, Brazilian political geography is
little known out Iberian spheres, even if its
scientific output is impressive. For a foreign
observer, the Congress gave a good image of
the practices and styles of the Brazilian
political geography. An attention was paid
to figureheads and historical concepts. A lot
of papers emphasized the border issues
between Brazil and its neighboring countries
as well as the projection of Brazil to the
Atlantic, Africa and the Antarctic, and the
rise of a paradigmatic view on Brazilian
borderlands studies can be perceived. The
geography of public policy and territorial
management are part of the field of political

geography in Brazil which is not really the
case in other countries. Consequently, many
papers focused on issues regarding land
conflicts, territorial governance, federalism
and decentralization. The small number of
papers devoted to foreign countries outside
Latin America was another key feature of
the Congress. Proceedings are planned to be
published and the Second Brazilian
Congress of Political Geography is foreseen
at Natal, in the Northeastern state of Rio
Grande do Norte, in 2016. (report by
Adriana Dorfman and André-Louis
Sanguin)
The Art of Bordering: Economies,
Performances and Technologies of
Migration Control, Rome, Italy, 24-26
October 2014
Organizing Committee: Cédric Parizot,
Filippo Celata, Raffaella Coletti, Heidrun
Friese, Nicola Mai, Alessio Rosati, Benoit
Tadié, Antoine Vion
Art Curator: Isabelle Arvers
The Art of Bordering is an art-science event
merging an academic conference with an
exhibition in order to discuss the material
and symbolic construction of the
Mediterranean as a border zone as well as
the governance and politicization of
migration control within the EU. During
three days, Italian, French, German and
British academics, journalists and artists
have debated at Maxxi-Roma how
technological
innovation,
geopolitical
conflicts and socio-economic inequalities
have transformed both migration flows and
the material, political and symbolic
dimensions of borders in the 21st century.
Research, art and technology are deeply
involved in the representation and
deconstruction of the dynamics and politics
of migration management and control. They
frame the strategies of adaptation,
contestation and subversion of “Fortress
Europe” developed by migrants and
European citizens.
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Border Regions in Transition (BRIT)
XIV: The Border, a Source of Innovation
/ La frontière, source d’innovation, Arras
and Lille, France/Mons, Belgium, 4-7
November 2014
The theme of this meeting was: "The Border,
a Source of Innovation." As usual, this
conference was the opportunity to meet a lot
of fellow geographers but also many
political scientists and law specialists,
coming from more than 30 countries,
although participants from North America
and Europe were more numerous than those
coming from Africa, Latin America and
Asia. The participation of colleagues from
the "South" is more difficult for financial
reasons and that is true of all academic
events organized in the "North".
The BRIT XIV (the fourteenth edition of the
Border Regions in Transition series)
remained true to the high standards set by
the now established tradition. It was marked
by its user-friendliness and overall scientific
quality. 36 sessions were organized,
featuring more than 170 papers. The variety
of the subjects must be underlined.
Innovation was discussed through various
dimensions, including border management
(border crossing, border control), but also
the footprint of the border in the landscape
and in societies and its impact on societies
governments or the environment. In a
"critical" way, sessions were dedicated to
representations of boundaries and mental
borders. In addition to regular sessions,
more targeted sessions were organized, for
instance by the Commission on Political
geography of the IGU and the French CNFG
who organized two successful sessions on
"borders of war and peace"(coordinated by
Amael Cattaruzza and Anne-Laure Amilhat
Szary).
A fieldtrip “From World War I to
crossborder cooperation” was organized on
Wednesday November 5, 2014. The
destination of this fieldtrip was the area of
Calais. The participants were divided in
three groups and visited the maritime
security facilities at Cap Gris Nez on the

strait of Dover, the Eurotunnel installations,
or Calais harbour (connected to England
with ferries). Such a region is a very
informative spot to consider contemporary
border management and illegal migrations
(let's recall that the UK is not a member of
the Schengen area which implies control for
every crossing of this border). The
spontaneous camps of immigrants were not
visible (as undocumented migrants hide
their camps from the French police), but it
was not difficult to watch them roaming
around the queues of lorries on the
motorways waiting to board the Shuttle
under the Channel. This image, shocking in
its hardness, best summed up than a
conference the toughness of the status of
illegal immigrants in contemporary Europe.
Furthermore, the conference included three
cultural exhibitions (in Arras, Lille and
Mons), a cooperation with the MOT, the
French national committee of geography
and the Katholiek Universiteit van Leuven Campus Kortrijk. This successful academic
event confirms the dynamism of border
studies in a world where borders still
represent decisive ruptures that produce
obstructions but also overflows and
innovation. (report by Stéphane Rosière)
Journées géopolitiques de Reims, France,
12 November 2014
The First Journées géopolitiques de Reims
were held 12 November 2014 at the
Université Reims Champagne Ardenne
(URCA) in France. The ambition of this
conference is to become a regularly event (as
it exists already in the French cities of
Nantes and Grenoble) and it consists of a
seminar for PhD students in the morning and
a public conference in the afternoon.
The theme of this first Conference was
International borders between affirmation
and contestation. With such a title, the
conference wanted to highlight the
beginning of a “post-de-bordering” era.
After Prof. Stéphane Rosière opened the
conference and introduced its main theme,
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the audience could listen (and ask questions)
to Prof. Vladimir Kolosov (IGU/UGI
President) and Prof. Emmanuel BrunetJailly.
The next year conference (November 2015)
will deal with internal borders and the
administrative subdivisions of states. A hot
topic in France. (report by Stéphane
Rosière)
Borders at the Interface: Bordering
Europe, Africa, and the Middle East,
Beer Sheva, Israel, 8-11 December 2014
International workshop “Borders at the
Interface” was held in corporation with the
EP7 EUROBORDERSCAPES Consortium
at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev,
Beer Sheva. Host organizers were David
Newman as Professional Chair in
Geopolitics and his two assistants: Renen
Yeziersky and Maya Golan. The workshop
was a combination of plenary/parallel
sessions and field trips with approximately
80 participants. On the first day, it began
with an opening plenary session with papers
by Vladimir Kolosov (Moscow Academy of
Science, IGU President), Emmanuel BrunetJaily (University of Victoria, Editor of the
Journal of Borderland Studies), and Victor
Konrad (Carleton University), followed by 6
parallel sessions focusing on IsraelPalestine, Africa, and Euro-Asia borders,
cultural production of borders, and transborder migration.
On the second day, participants made a fullday field trip to Israel-Jordan border.
Experts from the Friends of the Earth Middle
East introduced participants to the complex
geopolitical and environmental issues that
surround the region’s transboundary water
and other environmental resources through
an in-depth look at the Jordan River Valley.
On the third day, back to the campus, six
parallel sessions and two roundtable
discussions focused on securitization,
debates in border studies, Israel/Palestinian
borders, urbanism, identities, internal
borders, border cultures, and the future of

human geography. At the end of the day, the
last
plenary
session
marked
the
establishment of the Professional Chair in
Geopolitics at Ben-Gurion University.
Under the theme of “A hundred years since
the First World War: Reshaping the
geopolitical map of the Middle East,” papers
were given by Shlomo Avineri (Hebrew
University of Jerusalem), Richard Schofield
(King’s Collage, University of London), and
Dror Zeevi (Ben-Gurion University).
On the last day, participants again went on a
full-day field trip to the West Bank and
Jerusalem. The tour was given by Ir Amin, a
non-profit organization founded in 2004 that
focuses on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in
Jerusalem. Ir Amin’s study tour provided a
ground level exposure to East Jerusalem,
creating a platform for critically assessing
the notion of Jerusalem as the “eternal,
undivided
capital
of
Israel”
and
understanding the city’s fundamental role in
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Altogether, the workshop was extremely
well organized and full of intriguing
information about the history and current
state of border issues. The combination of
intensive sessions and stimulating field trip
to contested areas made the workshop one of
the most ideal arenas for understanding and
sensing the complex realities of border
issues. (report by Takashi Yamazaki)
2.3. Future Meetings





7ème édition du Festival Géopolitique
de Grenoble -A quoi servent les
frontières? Seventh Festival of
Geopolitics of Grenoble "What purpose
do borders serve?” Grenoble, France,
12 au 15 mars 2015
Association for Border Studies (ABS)
Annual Conference, Portland, USA, 811 April 2015
Association of American Geographers
(AAG) and AAG Political Geography
Speciality
Group
(PGSG)
preconference, Chicago, USA, 20-25
April 2015
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The 7th International Conference of
Critical Geography ICCG), Ramallah,
Palestine 26-30 July 2015
IGU Regional Conference, Moscow,
Russia, 17-21 August 2015
IGU-CPG
Post-conference,
Svetlogorsk, Kaliningrad , Russia, late
August 2015
European Consortium for Political
Research (ECPR) General Conference,
Montreal, Canada, 26 - 29 August 2015
The 5th EUGEO Congress, Budapest,
Hungary, 30 August - 2 September
2015
Royal Geographical Society (RGS) and
Institute of British Geographers (IBG)
Annual International Conference,
Exeter, UK, 2-4 September 2015
9th Pan-European Conference on
International Relations: The World of
Violence, 23-26 September 2015,
Sicily, Italy
Border Regions in Transition (BRIT)
XV Conference, Hamburg, Germany
and Sønderborg, Denmark , late May or
early June 2016
15th International ‘Lodz’ Political
Geography Conference ,
Kliczków Castle in Lower Silesia
(Poland) and Bautzen (Upper Lusatia in
Germany), September 2016

with
ISSC
3.3. Collaboration
(International
Social
Science
Council) and with ICSU (the
International Council for Science)
programs
The Commission has brought the San
Francisco Declaration on Research
Assessment (DORA), initiated by the
American Society for Cell Biology (ASCB)
and adopted December 2012 during the
ASCB Annual Meeting in San Francisco to
the attention of the members of the
Executive Committee. The Commission was
pleased to see that the Executive Committee
has decided to sign the Declaration on behalf
of the IGU.

4. Publications
4.1. Newsletters and Journals

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
Commissions

international research groups, such as BRIT
(Border Regions in Transition), ABS
(Association of Borderlands Studies),
Società Geografica Italiana, EuGeo, AAG
(Association of American Geography)
Political Geography Study Group, IPSA
(International Political Science Association)
Research Committee 15 on Political and
Cultural Geography, and many others, in
order to co-organise and co-sponsor
conference and seminars.

with

other

IGU

The Commission on Political Geography is
working with other IGU Commissions, in
order to organise a group of joint sessions in
the IGU RC in Moscow. Hopefully, a
strongest collaboration will follow.
3.2. Collaboration
with
other
international,
intergovernmental,
and inter- and multi-disciplinary
groups
The Commission on Political Geography
has been actively collaborating with other

On the Commission website are available
the three newsletters edited in 2013 and
2014 (n. 16, 17 and 18).
In the same span of time, some of the papers
presented in IGU CPG sponsored or
organized conferences have been submitted
to different journals and are now in the
referee process. One of such papers is
Claudio Minca's plenary paper for the CPG
lecture at the Krakow conference. It will be
published in Political Geography in 2015.
Papers presented at the IGU CPG preconference at Lodz, if accepted by editors,
will be published in the next volume of
Region and Regionalism No. 12.
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Some of the papers presented at “The
International Conference on Geopolitics in
Changing Southeast Asia” are planned to be
published as a book.
The publication of the proceedings of the
“Dark Tourism Workshop” is planned for
early 2015.
Proceedings for “First Brazilian Congress of
Political Geography, Geopolitics and
Territorial Management” are planned for
publication.
4.2. Commission website
http://www.igu-cpg.unimib.it/
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C12.34 Population Geography
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee

Darren Smith
d.p.smith@lboro.ac.uk
University of Loughborough

Chair: Etienne Piguet
etienne.piguet@unine.ch
Université de Neuchâtel

Suzanne Davies Withers
swithers@u.washington.edu
University of Washington

Vice Chair: Jianfa Shen
jianfa@cuhk.edu.hk
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Brenda Yeoh Saw Ai
geoysa@nus.edu.sg
National University of Singapore

Secretary: Nikola Sander
nikola.sander@oeaw.ac.at
Wittgenstein Centre (Vienna)

1.2. Corresponding Members

Samuel Agyei-Mensah
agyeimens@yahoo.com
University of Ghana
Paul Gans
paulgans@rumms.uni-mannheim.de
University of Mannheim
Elli Heikkila - elheik@utu.fi - Institute of
Migration (Turku)
Graeme Hugo
graeme.hugo@adelaide.edu.au
University of Adelaide
Gunnar Malmber
gunnar.malmberg@geography.umu.se
University of Umeå
Satoshi Nakagawa
nakagawa@econ.kobe-u.ac.jp
Kobe University
Bruce Newbold
newbold@mcmaster.ca
McMaster University
Alina Potrykowska
A.Potrykowska@stat.gov.pl
Polish Academy of Sciences

At the end of 2014 the Commission had 287
registered corresponding members from 41
countries. The increase of approx. 20%
compared to 2013 is explained by the
numerous new registrations, mainly from
east European countries, obtained at the
Krakow conference (+ 89). The main
countries of origin are now the UK, USA,
Poland, Germany, Australia, China, Japan,
New Zealand and Sweden.

2. Meetings
The highlight of the year was the IGU
Krakow Regional Conference in august
2014. The commission sponsored 6 themes
of session. All were well attended and some
were allotted multiple time slots due to the
number of presentations. The session
“Processes of population change and
migration” chaired by Jianfa Shen and Yu
Zhu had had to organize no less than five
time slots. On the whole, more than 40
papers were presented.
Sessions:
 Internal migrations. Spatial patterns and
models 1 and 2 - Chair: Alina
Potrykowska
 International
migrations.
Spatial
patterns and models 1 and 2 - Chair:
Alina Potrykowska
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Spatial patterns of fertility 1 and 2 Chair: Sławomir Kurek
Education migration within and across
the global world - Chair: Darren Smith
Reurbanization in Europe - Comparing
Trends and Driving Factors - Chair:
Paul Gans
Processes of population change and
migration 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 - Chair: Jianfa
Shen, Yu Zhu

Extract from the Report by Sławomir
Kurek, Pedagogical University of Cracow
and local corresponding member of the
Commission:
IGU Regional Conference was held in
Kraków, Poland, from 18 to 22 August,
2014. The conference was attended by over
1,400 geographers from 64 countries. The
main theme of the conference was
“Changes, Challenges, Responsibility”
meaning that modern geography faces
significant challenges focusing on the
recognition of and response to contemporary
changes in the environment, society and
economy. The venue of the conference was
the Jagiellonian University in Kraków, the
oldest university in Poland (and one of the
oldest in Europe). The conference was
organized by the consortium of eight Polish
geographical institutions, including Polish
Geographical Society and 7 universities and
was supervised by Polish National
Committee of the IGU. The Opening
Ceremony took place at the Auditorium
Maximum of the Jagiellonian University
with a number of welcome speeches at the
conference, including the Mayor of Krakow,
a message from the President of Poland and
a keynote speech of prof. Leszek Kosiński,
a
distinguished
Polish
population
geographer. During the conference there
were three plenary sessions with the
speeches of invited keynote speakers. IGU
Commission on Population Geography was
very active during the event and organised
13 sessions in which more than 40 papers
were presented.

3. Networking
Gender commission. On that basis, two joint
sessions will be prepared for the Moscow
conference.
In addition to the collaborations with other
IGU
Commissions,
the
Population
Commission has maintained a close
collaboration with the conference series held
every two years under the title International
Conference on Population Geographies. The
2015 conference will be held in Brisbane
(Aus).

4. Commission website
The website is
http://www.arts.adelaide.edu.au/socialscien
ces/igu/index.html
and is managed by Professor Graeme Hugo
(University of Adelaïde – Australia)
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C12.35 Sustainability of Rural Systems
1. Membership

mary.cawley@nuigalway.ie

1.1. Steering Committee

Jones, Roy
Department of Urban and Regional
Planning
Curtin University
Perth, Australia
R.Jones@curtin.edu.au
Lober, Lučka
Department of Geography
University of Maribor
Maribor, Slovenia
lucka.lorber@um.si

Chair: Ana Maria Viegas Firmino
Dept. of Geography & Regional Planning
Universidade Nova de Lisboa
Lisbon, Portugal
am.firmino@fcsh.unl.pt
Chair: Doo-Chul Kim
Graduate School of Environmental and Life
Science
Okayama University
Okayama, Japan
kim@cc.okayama-u.ac.jp
In 2013 three new members were added to
the Steering Committee: Prof. Catalina
Ancuta Armanca, West University of
Timisoara, Romania, Prof. Holly Barcus,
Macalester College, USA; and Prof. Serge
Schmitz, University of Liege, Belgium.
Amit-Cohen, Irit
Department of Geography
Bar Ilan University
Ramat-Gan, Israel
amitirit@gmail.com; amitcoi@bin.ac.il
Armanca, Catalina
Department of Geography
West University of Timisoara
Timisoara, Romania
cancutafr@yahoo.com
Barcus, Holly
Geography Department
Macalester College
Saint Paul-Minnesota, USA
barcus@macalester.edu
Cawley, Mary
School of Geography and Archaeology
National University of Ireland
Galway, Ireland

Serge, Schmitz
Institut de geographie,
University of Liege
Liege, Belgium
S.Schmitz@ulg.ac.be
Thissen, Frans
Department of Geography, Planning and
International Development
Studies
University of Amsterdam
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
J.F.C.M.Thissen@uva.nl
1.2. Corresponding Members
In 2013 the commission set up an internetbased communication platform, a mailing
list for the IGU Commission on the
Sustainability of Rural Systems. It is a
closed system to non-members, but open to
all of the corresponding members of the IGU
Commission on the Sustainability of Rural
Systems. Once an email address of a certain
member has been registered to this system,
he/she can post easily at any time to all of
the corresponding members. The address of
this system is <igu-csrs@cc.okayamau.ac.jp> based on Okayama University,
Japan, and managed by Prof. Doo-Chul
KIM, the co-chair of the commission.
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The number of corresponding members of CSRS is 523 in total from 55 countries as of 1
December, 2014, as set out below:
Australia

26

France

16

Mexico

1

South Korea

24

Austria

3

Germany

27

Morocco

1

Spain

39

Bangladesh

1

Greece

1

Netherlands

9

Sri Lanka

1

Belgium

7

Guinea

1

New Zealand

4

Sudan

1

Brazil

20

Haiti

1

Nigeria

2

Sweden

4

Burundi

1

Hawaii

1

Poland

4

Syria

1

Cameroon

1

Hong Kong

1

Portugal

8

Taiwan

2

Canada

54

India

13

Romania

5

Thailand

4

Chile

2

Iran

3

Russia

3

Turkey

2

China

13

Ireland

16

Saudi Arabia

1

UK

17

Columbia

1

Israel

4

Singapore

1

USA

21

Czech Rep

7

Italy

8

Slovakia

1

Vietnam

5

Egypt

2

Japan

114

Slovenia

2

Yugoslavia

2

Finland

1

Malaysia

1

South Africa

7

Others

5

2. Meetings
2.1. 21st Annual Colloquium Commission
on the Sustainability of Rural
Systems, Nagoya University, Japan,
29 July-4 August 2013
The 2013 colloquium of the Commission
was a pre-IGU 2013 Kyoto Regional
Conference meeting organized by Professor
Doo-Chul KIM, Okayama University,
Japan, from 29 July to 4 August with the
general theme of Globalization and New
Challenges of Agricultural and Rural
Systems. It was the second meeting for the
Commission on the Sustainability of Rural
Systems in Japan, following the 1995
Tsukuba Colloquium.
There were 39 participants from 16
countries and 36 presentations including two
keynote speeches and 8 poster presentations.
Another 16 scholars contributed to this
Colloquium as co-authors. The 39
participants were from Australia (2),
Belgium(2),
Brazil(1),
Canada(1),
France(1),
Israel(3),
Japan(16),

Nederland(2), Portugal(1), Romania(1),
South Korea(5), Spain(1), Turkey(1),
USA(1), and Vietnam(1).
The activities were divided into two days of
paper presentations (36) and four days of
field excursions.
Presentation themes:
- The social construction and analysis of
'rural sustainability'
- Governance and rural development:
progress and prospects
- Rural
society,
population
and
settlement under conditions of
economic and social change
- Sustainability and the rural business
enterprise
- Heritage, tourism and environment:
challenges and opportunities
- Sustainability in the interaction
between rural and urban systems
- Land use, agriculture and food: issues
of local sustainability in a global
context
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Field excursion themes in Central Japan:
- Atsumi Peninsula: Sustainable or Neoproductivist Agricultural
Development?
- Shirakawa-go & Tonami dispersed
settlement (sankyo-son): Rural tourism
renews remote mountain villages?
- Noto Peninsula designated as a site of
GIAHS: Japanese cultural landscape
and new challenges in remote rural
areas
- Lake Biwa and its Watershed: Rich
history and environmental friendly
agriculture
Salient insights and conclusions from the
21st Annual Colloquium:













Concepts of rural space and landscape
have been developed with reference to
sustainability and new forms and
functions of the countryside in different
regions of the world with regard to
global and local processes
The rise of new productive and service
relationships
for
quality
and
differentiated markets which increase
farm income and quality of life.
The development of agro-ecological
farm systems related to consumer
concerns over food and environmental
quality
Spreading multi-functionality involving
farm and non-farm activities alongside
and in the same rural establishment to
overcome
problems
with
overspecialization and falling farm
incomes
The
increasing
importance
of
production and the use of rural space for
renewable energy sources
Local political empowerment and
community development based on
building social capital and multi-scalar
networks
The predominance of conflict over land
and resources in contexts of extreme
poverty in less developed countries
distant from the realities of postindustrial regions



Difficulties with governance involving
participatory rural development in poor
nations

2.2. IGU
2013
Kyoto
Regional
Conference, Kyoto, Japan, 4-9
August 2013
The Commission on the Sustainability of
Rural Systems had 9 sessions with 35
presentations at 2013 Kyoto Regional
Conference. Among them, 3 sessions with
11 papers were the joint session with the
Commission
on
Marginalization,
Globalization and Regional and Local
Responses.
The titles of each session are as follows:
- Rural areas, Development Dynamics,
Policy Options and Marginalization (3
joint sessions)
- Environmental challenges, agricultural
production and food security (2
sessions)
- Competing land use systems and rural
demographic trends in the restructuring
countryside (2 sessions)
- The
impact
of
globalization,
agribusiness and international trade on
local agricultural systems and people (1
session)
- Policy, governance and local resistance
in sustainability of rural systems in
localities and regions (1 session)
2.3. IGU
2014
Krakow
Regional
Conference, Krakow, Poland, 18-22
August 2014
The Commission on the Sustainability of
Rural Systems participated in 6 sessions at
2014 Krakow Regional Conference. Among
them, one was a joint session with the
Commission on Gender and Geography. In
total there were 23 oral presentations and 5
posters.
The titles of each session were as follows:
- Heritage and Tourism for a Sustainable
Territorial Development (2 sessions)
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Farming in Peri-Urban Areas and
Rural-Urban Interactions (1 session)
Societies in Transition – evidence of
changes in values and expectations (1
session)
Food Chains and the 3 S (Sovereignity,
Safety and Sustainability) (1 session)
Women in Agriculture - strategies to
reach equity and fight back hunger (1
joint session)

Due to different reasons (time spent abroad
and costs, mainly) most of our Commission
members participate in only one IGU event
per year (usually the CSRS Colloquium).
Although only a few of us participated in the
Conference in Krakow this was an excellent
opportunity to deepen the ties with East
European geographers who seized the
geographical proximity to participate (from
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech Republic,
Slovenia or Serbia, for instance). Other
nationalities represented were: Austria,
Belgium, Brazil, Finland, Germany, Israel,
Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Netherlands,
Portugal and Sweden. The sessions had in
general between 15 and 20 attendants, often
quite young researchers, and created
conditions to know more about their
research fields, enhancing contacts that may
be fruitful in the near future, if the joint
projects that are being prepared will be
financed.
2.4. 22nd
Annual
Colloquium
Commission on the Sustainability of
Rural Systems, Bucharest and Sibiu,
Romania 24 August - 3 September
2014
The 2014 colloquium of the Commission
took place in Romania from the 24th August
to the 3rd September 2014, after the IGU
Regional Conference in Krakow, and was
organized by Professor Ioan Ianos,
University of Bucharest, together with the
Professional Association of Romanian
Geographers (APGR) in Bucharest and
Sibiu, under the theme of Rural Life and
Rural Systems between traditional and
integrated urban-rural development. The

colloquium was an opportunity to meet
Romanian researchers, who usually do not
participate so often in conferences abroad.
Besides it provided the opportunity to know
better less studied problems affecting some
rural areas, such as the dismantling of ore
and coal mines, specific problems of ethnic
minorities (in this case the Roma) and the
devastation caused by the floods, which
were illustrated by the case-studies that the
participants had the opportunity to visit
guided by the local authorities and
researchers. During the scientific meeting 34
papers were presented and the assembly was
constituted by 32 participants from 14
countries.
The Colloquium themes were as follows:
- New Theories on the Contemporary
Rural Development
- Sustainability of the Rural Life in
Relation to the Economic Performance
- Returning to Rural Traditions as
Perennial Values for the Modernization
of the Rural Communities
- Applied Polycentrism in the Rural
Systems Development
- Urban
Sprawl
and
Planned
Suburbanization
- Present Day Changes in the UrbanRural / Rural-Urban Migration Flows
- Diversity of Urban-Rural Interactions
and Regional Development
- Other Themes Connected with the Main
Topic.
2.5. Future Meetings


23rd Annual Colloquium Commission
on the Sustainability of Rural Systems,
Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal,
27th July- 2nd August 2015



IGU Regional Conference in Moscow
17 – 21 August 2015

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
Commission

with

Other

IGU
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Organizing 3 joint sessions with the
Commission
on
Marginalization,
Globalization and Regional and Local
Responses at 2013 Kyoto Regional
Conference;
Organizing one joint session with the
Commission on Gender at Krakow
Regional Conference, in 2014;
Organizing one joint session with the
Commission on the Mediterranean
Basins
at
Moscow
Regional
Conference, in 2015

3.2. Collaboration
with
IGU-CSRS
Members of the Steering Commission
Mary Cawley:
- Collaboration
with
IGU-CSRS
Members of the Steering Commission
- Member of PhD Jury for student of
Professor Serge Schmitz, University of
Liège, Belgium, 2 July 2014
- Conférencière Ordinaire, Faculty of
Science, University of Liège, Belgium,
April 2013
Roy Jones:
- Visiting Professorship (0.2) at the
Department of History, University of
Gloucestershire; collaborative research
on rural change (September 2013August 2014)
Lucka Lorber:
- Erasmus+ contract between the
University Nova de Lisboa and the
University of Maribor, Slovenia.
3.3. Collaboration
with
Other
International,
Intergovernmental
and Multidisciplinary Groups
Commission members as individuals or
groups have participated in collaboration
with the following research, planning and
extension institutions:
Mary Cawley:
- Consulted on preparation of rural
tourism section for the Report of the
Commission for the Economic

-

-

Development of Rural Areas (Ireland),
2013-2014;
Cooperation with French Commission
de Géographie Rurale, as member of
Scientific Committee of International
Rural Geography Conference, Nantes,
2-6 June 2014;
Cooperation with University of Aveiro,
Portugal, as member of Scientific
Committee of International Rural
Tourism Conference, Aveiro, 3-5
September 2013

Ana Firmino:
- Representing the CSRS in different
international meeting:
Oldenburg, Germany, at the Meeting of
the German Association of Rural Areas
November 2014;
Nantes, France, introductory speech at
the International Conference of Rural
Geography “The Countryside: spaces of
innovation in an urban world” and
member of the scientific committee,
June, 2014;
- Establishing students and staff
members Exchange in the frame of the
Erasmus + Program (Universidade
Nova de Lisboa, Portugal; University of
Maribor, Slovenia; University of
Istanbul, Turkey). After 2016 the
Erasmus+ exchange will be extended to
the five continents, what offers the
possibility to establish new contracts
with Universities in Australia, Japan,
Israel and the United States, only to
mention a few countries where we have
potential candidates. This will make it
possible to give more visibility to the
CSRS research at the University level,
multiplying the exchanges among its
members and respective students.
- Organisation of the Erasmus Intensive
Program in Portugal, Universidade
Nova de Lisboa, with the participation
of 5 foreign universities: Bamberg,
Germany; Paris-Ouest, France; Angers,
France; Timisoara, Romania; Castellón
de la Plana, Spain (30.6. – 14.07.2014);
- Organisation of the European Week of
Landscape, April 2014, together with

466
- 465 -

-

-

ASTA (Socio-Therapeutic Association
of Almeida, Portugal) and Petrarca
(European Academy for the Culture of
Landscape);
Participation
in
bilateral,
multidisciplinary projects of the
research in OECD “Rural-Urban
Partnerships: an integrated approach to
economic development”, financed by
OCDE and the European Union
(coordinator of the Portuguese casestudy in Castelo Branco). Presentation
of the Portuguese case-study in
Bologna, Italy, in October 2013;
Participation at Eugeo Conference,
Universitá de la Sapienza, Rome, Italy,
as co-chair of the IGU-CSRS, in the
coordination of Pannel “Agriculture
Policy role and value in a changing
world. Food-Agriculture-Environment
as key factors in order to get through the
current global economic crisis, together
with Prof. Gemma Grillotti, in
September 2013

Doo-Chul KIM:
- Participation and organizing “KoreaChina-Japan Joint Conference on
Geography” since 2008
- Coordinator of bilateral project between
Okayama University, Japan and Hue
University,
Vietnam
concerning
sustainability
of
rural
and
environmental system.
- Participation and organizing Korean
Rural Geography Association.
- Cooperation with SEAGA (Southeast
Asian Geography Association.
Serge Schmitz:
- Participation and organizing of the
conference “Contemporary
development of European rural
development”, Zadar (Croatia), in
September 2014
Tony Sorenson:
- Organisation of the Institute of
Australian Geographers Conference,
Perth, July 2013

-

-

Research
on
World
Heritage
designations in remote Western
Australia for the state Department of
Environment and Conservation and
Tourism Western Australia
Non Member Director of the Wadjuk
Boodja
Gateway
Aboriginal
Corporation

Frans Thissen:
- Marija MARTINOVIĆ, University of
Belgrade, Faculty of Geography,
Studentski trg 3/3, Belgrade, Serbia,
visited the University of Amsterdam on
the17th of September as a result of an
invitation during the IGU Conference in
Krakow. Prof. Thissen assists her with
an article that she is preparing.

4. Publications
Most of the publications have been
collections of papers presented at the annual
colloquium. The edited books are organized
around the themes of each colloquium and
usually published six to twelve months after
the event. Consequently, the publications
are not mere proceedings. Individual authors
are encouraged to take into account
comments made at the time of their
presentations as well as to mature their ideas
according to general themes of the
colloquium. All the publications use a
process of peer review. The followings are
just a part of articles published by the
Commission members.
Ancuta, Catalina; Ianas, Ana; Mutulescu,
Claudia, 2013, Selected Aspects of the
Effects of the Transition Process upon the
Romanian Rural Space and System, ) in
Mary Cawley, Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette
Laurens (eds.), The Sustainability of Rural
Systems: global and local challenges and
opportunities, Whitaker Institute, NUI
Galway and CSRS of the International
Geographical Union, p. 173-187.
Werner, C. and H. R. Barcus. “Discovering
a sense of well-being through the revival of
Islam: Profiles of Kazakh Imams in western
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Mongolia”.
Central
Asian
Survey.
(forthcoming)
Barcus, Holly R.; Werner, Cynthia A., 2013,
Transnational Migration, Globalization and
the Persistence and Adaptation of rural
Livelihoods: a Case Study of the Kazakh
Diaspora in Western Mongolia,) in Mary
Cawley, Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette
Laurens (eds.), The Sustainability of Rural
Systems: global and local challenges and
opportunities, Whitaker Institute, NUI
Galway and CSRS of the International
Geographical Union, p. 143-151.
Barcus,
H.R.,
2013,
“Sustainable
Development or Integrated Rural Tourism?
Considering the Overlap in Rural
Development Strategies.” Journal of Rural
and Community Development (Special
Issue) 8-2.
Barcus, H.R. and Laura Simmons*, 2013,
“Ethnic Restructuring in rural America:
Migration and the changing faces of rural
communities in the Great Plains”.
Professional Geographer 65-1,130-152.
Brede, Namara*, Holly R. Barcus and
Cynthia Werner, “Negotiating Everyday
Islam after Socialism: A Study of the
Kazakhs of Bayan-Ulgii, Mongolia”, in Stan
Brunn (ed.) The Changing World Religion
Map. (forthcoming).
Bicalho, Ana Maria S.M. and Laurens
Lucette (eds.), 2014, The Changing Face of
the Contemporary Countryside, Editora
Garamond Ltda.: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
(The Proceedings of the 20th Annual
Colloquium
Commission
on
the
Sustainability of Rural Systems in
Montpellier, France, 2012).
Bicalho, Ana Maria S.M., 2013, Forestry
Management in Inhabited Conservation
Units: The Tapajós National Forest as a
Model of Community Governance, in Mary
Cawley, Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette
Laurens (eds.), The Sustainability of Rural
Systems: global and local challenges and
opportunities, Whitaker Institute, NUI
Galway and CSRS of the International
Geographical Union, p. 36-45.
Maher, G. and Cawley, M. 2014. Short-term
labour migration: Brazilian experience in

Ireland, Population, Space and Place (in
press).
Cawley, M., Bicalho, A.M. de S.M.,
Laurens, L. (eds) 2013. The Sustainability of
Rural Systems: Global and Challenges and
Opportunities. Galway: Whitaker Institute
NUI Galway with the CSRS of the IGU. 285
pages+xvi. ISBN 978-0-9574255-0
Cawley, M. 2013, Introduction: context and
contents, in Cawley, M., Bicalho, A.M. de
S.M., Laurens, L. (eds) 2013. The
Sustainability of Rural Systems: Global and
Challenges and Opportunities. Galway:
Whitaker Institute NUI Galway with the
CSRS of the IGU, pp. 1-12.
Dubois C. and Schmitz S., 2013, “What is
the position of agritourism on the Walloon
tourist market?”, EuropeanCountryside, 5-4,
295-307.
Dubois C. and Schmitz S., 2013, The
Pathway to Agritourism Development:
From Constraints to Opportunities, in Mary
Cawley, Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette
Laurens, The Sustainability of Rural
Systems: Global and Local Challenges and
Opportunities, CSRS of the IGU and the
Whitaker Institute, NUI Galway, 235-244.
Firmino, Ana, 2014, “The Future is in the
Countryside: survival kit for a world in
crisis?” in Ana Maria S.M. and Laurens
Lucette (eds.), 2014, The Changing Face of
the Contemporary Countryside, Editora
Garamond Ltda.: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Firmino, Ana, 2014, “Agriculture and
Ecotourism in India’s Goa Province: A
Taste of Spices”, in Lee Jolliffe (eds.),
Spices and Tourism: Destinations and
Attractions, Channel View Publications,
Canada.
Firmino,
Ana,
2013,”
Food
and
Consumption: How a Meal can Change the
World”, in Mary Cawley, Ana Maria
Bicalho, Lucette Laurens (eds.), The
Sustainability of Rural Systems: global and
local challenges and opportunities, Whitaker
Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS of the
International Geographical Union, p. 84-94.
Frutos-Mejía, Luisa Maria; Climent-Lopes,
Eugenio; Ruiz-Budria, Enrique, 2013,
Social Capital and Business Networks in
Rural Areas of Low Population Density: a
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Case-Study), in Mary Cawley, Ana Maria
Bicalho, Lucette Laurens (eds.), The
Sustainability of Rural Systems: global and
local challenges and opportunities, Whitaker
Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS of the
International Geographical Union, p. 188195.Hoefle, Scott, 2013, Tourism in Fishing
Communities of Western Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil: Conflict, Multifunctionality or
Justaposition?, ) in Mary Cawley, Ana
Maria Bicalho, Lucette Laurens (eds.), The
Sustainability of Rural Systems: global and
local challenges and opportunities, Whitaker
Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS of the
International Geographical Union, p. 209217.
Argent N., Tonts M., Jones R and Holmes J,
“The amenity principle, internal migration
and rural development in Australia”, Annals
of
the
Association
of
American
Geographers. (in press).
Argent N., Tonts M., Jones R and Holmes J.,
2013, “A creativity-led rural renaissance?
Amenity-led migration, the creative turn and
the uneven development of rural Australia”,
Applied Geography, 44, 88-98.
Catlin J. Campbell R., Hughes, M., Jones T
and Jones R, 2013, “Keeping perspective on
using tourism values for conservation- reply
to Vianna”, Biological Conservation, 166,
303.
Hughes M. Tye M. and Jones R., 2013,
“Whose land is it anyway? Contesting urban
fringe nature-based tourism and recreation
in Western Australia”, Tourism Recreation
Research, 38, 29-42.
Catlin J., Hughes M. Jones T. Jones R. and
Campbell R., 2013, “Valuing Individual
Animals through Tourism: Science or
Speculation?”, Biological Conservation,
157, 93-98.
Nguyen Trinh Minh Auh, Doo-Chul Kim,
2013, Inter-ethnic Assimilation and
Differentiation in Rural Development: Local
Response to Forestry Land Allocation in
Vietnam, in Mary Cawley, Ana Maria
Bicalho, Lucette Laurens (eds.), The
Sustainability of Rural Systems: global and
local challenges and opportunities, Whitaker
Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS of the
International Geographical Union, p. 61-72;

Kim, Doo-Chul, Firmino, Ana, Yasuo (Eds.)
2013, Globalization and New Challenges of
Agricultural
and
Rural
Systems,
Proceedings of the 21st Colloquium of the
Commission on the Sustainability of Rural
Systems of the International Geographical
Union (IGU), Nagoya, Japan.
Asano Toshihisa, Kim Doo-Chul, Hirai
Yukihiro, Kagawa Yuichi, Ito Tatsuya,
2013, “Residents and Environmental
Conservation of the Upo Wetlands Ramsar
Site, Republic of Korea”, E-journal GEO,82, 223-241.
Chau Ngoc Minh Hoang and Kim, DooChul, 2013, “Suppliers networks in rural
tourism: the case of Phu Quoc Island,
Vietnam”, Journal of Systematic Regional
Geography, 19-2, pp.25-46;
Chau Ngoc Minh Hoang and Kim, DooChul, 2013,” Stakeholder Networks
Supplying Rural Tourism in The Mekong
Delta, Vietnam: The Case of Thoi Son Islet,
Tien Giang Province”, Journal of the
Economic Geographical Society of Korea,
16-3, 423-444.
Kim, Doo-Chul and Truong Quang Hoang,
2013, “Development of Coffee Production
and Land Mobility in Dak Lak, Vietnam”,
Journal of the Economic Geographical
Society of Korea, 16-3, 359-371.
Nguyen Trinh Minh Anh and Kim, DooChul, 2013, ”Inter-ethnic Assimilation and
Differentiation in Rural Development: Local
response to Forestry Land Allocation in
Vietnam”, in M. Cawley, A. M. Bicalho and
L. Laurens (eds.), The sustainability of
Rural Systems: Local and Global
Challenges and Opportunities, Whitaker
Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS of the
International Geographical Union.
Kim, Doo-Chul, 2013, “Development and
Geography”, in The Human Geographical
Society of Japan (eds.), The Dictionalry of
Huamn Geography, Maruzen, 490-491.
Laurens,
Lucette,
2013,
Between
Abandoning
Agriculture
and
New
Trajectories,
Which
Territorial
Development Models Can be Taken?
Uncertainties Pertaining to the Uprooting of
Vines in Languedoc-Roussillon (France), in
Mary Cawley, Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette
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Laurens (eds.), The Sustainability of Rural
Systems: global and local challenges and
opportunities, Whitaker Institute, NUI
Galway and CSRS of the International
Geographical Union, p. 46-60.
Pina, Helena, 2013, Land-Use Structures in
the Demarcated Douro Region: Overarching
Trends in the Last Few Decades, in Mary
Cawley, Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette
Laurens (eds.), The Sustainability of Rural
Systems: global and local challenges and
opportunities, Whitaker Institute, NUI
Galway and CSRS of the International
Geographical Union, p. 94-108.
Potocnick I. and Schmitz S., 2013, “Farm
tourism
across
Europe”,
European
Countryside, 5-4, 265-274.
Schmitz S., Vanderheyden V., Teleuca A.
and Partu-Stupariu I., 2014, Qu'entend-on
par paysage de qualité ? Résultats d'une
enquête auprès d'experts roumains et
wallons, in Doo-Chul Kim, Ana Maria
Viegas
Firmino,
Yasuo
Ichikawa,
Globalization and new chalenges of
Agricultural and Rural Systems, Nagoya
University Publisher, Nagoya, 35-45.
Vanderheiden V., Van Der Horst D., Van
Rompaey A. and Schmitz S., 2014,
“Perceiving the Ordinary, a study of
everyday
landscapes
in
Belgium”,
Tijdschrift voor Economishe en Sociale
geografie,
115-5,
591-603.
DOI:
10.1111/tesg.12066
Schmitz, Serge, 2013, A “Dutch Vision” of
Community Based Tourism: Dutch People
in the Belgian Ardennes, in Mary Cawley,
Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette Laurens (eds.),
The Sustainability of Rural Systems: global
and local challenges and opportunities,
Whitaker Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS
of the International Geographical Union, p.
218-225.
Schmitz S., 2013, “The prohibition of
dogcarts: a hidden agricultural policy?” in
Peter Moser, Tony Varley (eds.), State
Agricultural
Policies:
Causes,
Implementation
and
Consequences”,
Turnhout : Brepols, 289-299.

Schmitz S., 2013, A ‘Dutch vision’ of
Community Based Tourism: Dutch People
in the Belgian Ardennes, in Mary Cawley,
Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette Laurens, The
Sustainability of Rural Systems: Global and
Local Challenges and Opportunities, CSRS
of the IGU and the Whitaker Institute, NUI
Galway, 218-225.
Sorenson, Anthony, 2013, in Mary Cawley,
Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette Laurens (eds.),
The Sustainability of Rural Systems: global
and local challenges and opportunities,
Whitaker Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS
of the International Geographical Union, p.
269-280.
Thissen, Frans, 2014, Measuring PersonEnvironment Fit of Older People in
Villages: Self-Reliance and Feelings of
Belonging and Identity, ) in Mary Cawley,
Ana Maria Bicalho, Lucette Laurens (eds.),
The Sustainability of Rural Systems: global
and local challenges and opportunities,
Whitaker Institute, NUI Galway and CSRS
of the International Geographical Union, p.
134-142.
Tialda Haartsen & Frans Thissen (2014) The
success–failure dichotomy revisited: young
adults' motives to return to their rural home
region, Children's Geographies, 12:1, 87101. J. Droogleever Fortuijn & Frans
Thissen (2013). The changing relationship
between civic engagement and paid work of
women in a rural area in the Netherlands,
1993-2007. Hagar: Studies in Culture,
Policy and Identities, 11 (1), 82-99.

5. Commission website
http://www.igu-csrs.ccsv.okayama-u.ac.jp/
IGU Urban Commission FACEBOOK
Group:
https://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/ru
ralgeography
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C12.36 Toponomy
1. Membership
1.1. Full Members

laura.cassi@unifi.it
Vincenzo Aversano (Italy)
vaversano@unisa.it

Peter Raper (South Africa)
lamoller@absamail.co.za

Silvia Siniscalchi (Italy)
ssinsiscalchi@unisa.it

Ferjan Ormeling (Netherlands)
f.ormeling@geo.uu.nl

Francesco Zan (Italy)
francesco.zan@unifi.it

Dungjae Cho (Korea)
sjchoo@khu.ac.kr

Lisa Robinson (USA)
robin179@msu.edu

Yaïves Ferland (Canada)
Yaives.Ferland@hst.ulaval.ca

Mark Wilson (USA)
wilsonmm@msu.edu

Eman Orieby (Egypt)
emanorieby@gmail.com

Riemer Reinsma
r.reinsma@tekstdokter.net

Peter Jordan (Austria)
Peter.Jordan@oeaw.ac.at

Wenchuan Huang (Taiwan)
sunnyhuang@mail.ndhu.edu.tw

Cosimo Palagiano (Italy) IGU Co-chair
cosimo.palagiano@uniroma1.it

Junichi Kaneko (Japan)
kaneko@gsi.go.jp

Paulo Menezes (Brazil) ICA Co-Chair
pmenezes@acd.ufrj.br

Hiroshi Masaharu (Japan)
masaharu@gsi.go.jp

Mustafa Ozturk (Turkey)
mustafaozt@gmail.com

Rassem Khamais (Israel)
Rassem@013.net

Kohei Watanabe (Japan)
kw10004@cam.ac.uk

Hyo Hyun Sung (Korea)
hhsung@ewha.ac.kr

1.2. Corresponding Members

Gulzhan Aizholova
aizholova.gulzhan@gmail.com

Pamela Dionisio (Brazil)
pameladionisio1@gmail.com
Paul Woodman (UK)
woodman@litstad.u-net.com
Ashutosh Mishra (India)
ashutoshkmisra@gmail.com
Laura Cassi (Italy)

Sholpan Abredeyeva
sholpan.007@mail.ru
Jose A Rodriguez
josea.rodriguez@uam.es
Sun Bae Kim (Korea)
gogeo@naver.com
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Satoshi Imazato (Japan)
ima@lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp
Beatrice Collignon (France)
beatrice.collignon@cnrs.fr
Jeffrey M. Young (USA)
jyoung@lizardtech.com

2. Meetings
2.1. Meetings during 2014


28th Session of the United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical
Names (UNGEGN), United Nations
Headquarters, New York, 28 April - 2
May 2014
A full report on this Session has been
published on the IGU E-Newsletter of
10 April 2014, pp. 16-18



IGU Regional Conference, Krakow,
Poland, 18 -22 August 2014
During the conference five sessions on
Toponymy were held, with twenty
papers presented and discussed.

2.2. Future Meetings
In 2015 other meetings are programmed: (i)
during the IGU Moscow Regional
Conference; (ii) during the EUGEO 2015 in
Budapest and in South Africa (organized by
Peter Raper).
Unfortunately the IGU Regional Conference
of Moscow and the ICA Congress of Rio de
Janeiro overlapped.

3. Publications
The meeting “Place-Names Changes” were
held at Villa Farnesina (Accademia
Nazionale dei Lincei) from 17 to 18
November 2014. The following papers were
presented and will be published in the next
issue of the magazine “Name and Place”:

RAPER, Peter E. (South Africa): Placename changes in South Africa
RAGHOEBAR, Hein (Suriname): Change
of colonial exonyms in Suriname
HUANG, Wenchuan (Taiwan): Power
transition and the politics of street names in
Shanghai City: 1845-1949
GERŠIČ, Matjaž; KLADNIK, Drago
(Slovenia): Street-names changes in
Ljubljana
WAHLBERG, Mats (Sweden): From the
Pope to today’s building companies – actors
on the name-giving arena in Uppsala,
Sweden, down the ages
BARTOS-ELEKES, Zsombor (Romania):
The history of street names changes in
Transylvania
MÁCHA, Přemysl (Czech Republic): The
challenges of place-names conservation. A
view from the Czech Republic
JORDAN, Peter (Austria): The ambivalent
view on Tito in former Yugoslavia reflected
by the preservation and replacement of place
names referring to him
ORMELING, Ferjan (Netherlands): Criteria
for selecting new municipality names
BENEDEK, József (Romania): The
changing landscape of place-names in
multicultural urban spaces: the case of Cluj–
Napoca (Kolozsvár, Klausenburg)
REINSMA, Riemer (Netherlands): How
does the outside world respond to newly
changed official names of cities or
countries? Trying to measure the response
process
COLLAZO
ALLEN,
Adyanis
(Switzerland): Reprecussion of street names
changes: Allonyms in the two samples of
Havana, Cuba
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DU PLESSIS, Theodorus (South Africa):
Language conflict and geographical name
changes in South Africa; cases recorded
2002-2008
MISSINNE, Stefaan (Austria): Place names
on the C. 1504 globe attributed to Leonardo
da Vinci

RUSU, Raularian (Romania): Place names
changes in Banat and Arad area of Romania
during the 20th century

KANG, Peter (Taiwan): Geography of
changing street names in Taiwan after the
lifting of martial law in 1987

AMIOTTI, Gabriella (Italy): Historical
evolution of urban place names in the town
of Novara

BANINI, Tiziana (Italy): Reading place
names, saying place names: An empirical
research on “Little Paris”

STANI-FERTL, Roman (Austria): Placenames changes and the European Location
Framework (ELF)

TORT-DONADA Joan (Spain): On the
problems concerning place-names changes.
The geographical point of view

NYSTRÖM, Staffan (Sweden): Changes in
Stockholm place names: how, why and by
whom?

CRLJENKO, Ivana; ZUPANC, Ivan
(Croatia): Bilingualism in the namescape of
Croatian Istria: A geographical approach

VAXELAIRE, Jean-Louis (Belgium): Place
names and politics in France

PALAGIANO, Cosimo (Italy): Why have
any Italian place names been changed?
ATOUI,
Brahim
(Algeria):
changements
administratives
odonymiques
en
Algérie
l’indépendance

Les
et
après

TÁTRAI, Patrik (Hungary): Blind spots on
the map: The neglect of place-names
changes in contested geopolitical spaces

MENEZES, Paulo de (Brazil): From 1500 to
2000, the Evolution of Toponymy in
Brazilian Maps

4. Commission website
http://www.igu-icatoponymy.org

BEKKOUCHE,
Ammara
(Algeria):
Comparative study on urban place‐names
changes: Place Jean Jaurès (Marseille) and
Square Port Saïd (Alger)
LUCARNO, Guido (Italy): Consequences
for the place names in the Roya Valley after
the peace treaty in 1947 and its cultural and
geopolitical implications
SCARATTI, Gian Paolo (Italy): Evolution
of administrative policies and their impact
on place names in a small town in the lower
Cremona territory
ERŐSS, Ágnes (Hungary):”How should I
call you?” The role of commemorative street
names in local identity of minorities
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C12.38 Transport and Geography
1. Membership

1.2. Corresponding Members

1.1. Steering Committee

Membership of the IGU Transport and
Geography Commission in 2014 totalled
107 members from 34 countries.
Membership
include
attendees
and
participants at Transport and Geography
sessions held at IGU Santiago 2011, IGC
Cologne 2012, IGU Kyoto 2013 and IGU
Krakow 2014 as well as Steering Committee
members.

Chair: Professor Richard Knowles
Email r.d.knowles@salford.ac.uk
Vice Chair: Professor Becky Loo
E-mail bpyloo@hkucc.hku.hk
Secretary: Professor Yves Boquet
E-mail yves.boquet@u-bourgogne.fr
Treasurer: Professor Andrew Goetz
E-mail agoetz@du.edu
Professor Kevin O’Connor
kevin.oconnor@unimelb.edu.au
Dr. Naznin Afrose Huq
n_afrose@hotmail.com
Professor Jacques Charlier
charlier@geog.ucl.ac.be
- retired after the Krakow meeting and
replaced by Dr Frederic Dobruszkes
Professor Yves Boquet
yves.boquet@u-bourgogne.fr
Dr. Martin Lanzendorf
lanzendorf@em.uni-frankfurt.de
Professor Yuji Murayama
mura1@sakura.cc.tsukuba.ac.jp
Dr. Daniel Mabazza
daniel.mabazza@up.edu.ph
Professor Zbigniew Taylor
z.taylor@twarda.pan.pl
Professor Gordon Pirie
gpirie@uwc.ac.za

2. Meetings
2.1. IGU Regional Conference Krakow,
Poland, August 2014
The Transport and Geography Commission
organised an extensive programme of papers
for the IGU Krakow Regional Conference in
Poland in August 2014, convened by
Professor Richard Knowles, Professor Yves
Boquet and local IGU Commission member
Professor Zbigniew Taylor.
30 papers were presented in six sessions, and
3 poster presentations were made. Three
sessions convened by Professor Zbigniew
Taylor and Professor Richard Knowles were
on the theme of Transformation of Transport
Systems in Central and Eastern Europe ,
including trans-border issues, transport
deregulation and privatisation, and tourism
and transport. A further three sessions
convened by Professor Richard Knowles
and Professor Yves Boquet were on the
theme of Geographical Impacts of Transport
Investment and Transport Policy Change.
2.2. Steering Committee Meeting
There was a meeting of IGU Commission
C12.38 steering committee members in
Krakow in August 2014 which six attended.
Items discussed included:
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-

-

-

Themes and convenors for IGU
Moscow 2015 programme
Themes and convenors IGC Beijing
2016 programme, and a possible preIGC meeting in Hong Kong
deciding the recipient of the
Commission’s Travel Award of $475
agreeing to set up an Award for Best
Presentation at IGU/IGC conferences
by an ‘Early Years’ academic
(Postgraduate or junior faculty member
under age 35) with a cash prize of $100
Commissioning
a
book
to
commemorate the late Sir Peter Hall’s
outstanding contribution to the fields of
transport and urban geography.
A replacement for Professor Jacques
Charlier who was retiring. The
preference was to try and identify a
Latin American academic who would
attend and play an active role in the
Commission. If this was unsuccessful,
the alternative was to invite Dr Frederic
Dobruszkes (Belgium).

2.3. Future Meetings

Russian Academy of Sciences,
Moscow), and Vladimir Shuvalov are
co-convening a session on the theme of
Russian Transport Issues: Cities,
Regions and Neighbouring Countries

3. Networking
The IGU Transport and Geography
Commission has developed strong links
with:








IGU Regional Conference Moscow, 17-21
August 2015
The Transport and Geography Commission
decided to organise three thematic sessions
of research papers for IGU Moscow 2015:
-

-

-

Professor Andrew Goetz (University of
Denver, USA) and Professor Becky
Loo (University of Hong Kong) are coconvening a session on Geographical
Impacts of Transport and Regional
Development
Professor Yves Boquet (University of
Bourgogne,
France)
Anastasia
Lomakina (Institute of Geography,
Russian Academy of Sciences,
Moscow), and Vladimir Shuvalov are
co-convening a session on the theme
Transport Development in Regions of
High Latitudes or High Altitude
Professor Yves Boquet (University of
Bourgogne,
France)
Anastasia
Lomakina (Institute of Geography,





The
IGU
Urban
Geography
Commission
The Transport Geography Research
Group of the Royal Geographical
Society with the Institute of British
Geographers
The
Transportation
Geography
Specialty Group of the Association of
American Geographers
AK Verkehr (German Transport
Geography Research Group)
The Hong Kong Society for
Transportation Studies
The Journal of Transport Geography,
which has nine Commission members
on its Editorial Board, including two
Associate Editors, whilst the Chair was
Founding Editor from 1992-2012.
Ashgate Publishing’s ‘Transport and
Mobility’ book series where the Chair is
Co-Editor
The new Elsevier journal Travel
Behaviour and Society, where the Vice
Chair is Co-Editor
The
UK
ESRC’s
International
Benchmarking Panel on Human
Geography Research where the Chair
was one of 13 members of the
Economic Geography Panel
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C12.39 Urban Geography
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Professor Céline Rozenblat
University of Lausanne
Switzerland
celine.rozenblat@unil.ch
Associate Chair: Professor Adrian Aguilar
UNAM
Mexico
adrian@servidor.unam.mx
Associate Chair: Dr. Daniel O 'Donoghue
Canterbury Christ Church University
United Kingdom
daniel.donoghue@canterbury.ac.uk
Prof. Ludger Basten
Ruhr‐University
Germany
ludger.basten@tu‐dortmund.de

Professor Petros Petsimeris
University Paris 1
France
petros.petsimeris@wanadoo.fr
Dr. Maria Jose Pineira‐Mantinan
University of Santiago de Compostella
Spain
mariajose.pineira@usc.es
Professor Ivan Townshend
University of Lethbridge
Canada
towni0@uleth.ca
1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of commission members by country
as of December 2014:
Belgium

1

Lebanon

1

Canada

4

Luxemburg

1

Professor Liliane Buccianti‐Barakat
Université Saint‐Joseph de Beyrouth
Lebanon
lbarakat@usj.edu.lb

China

3

Mexico

2

Czech Rep

1

Netherlands

1

Denmark

1

Poland

4

France

3

South Africa

2

Dr. Nico Kotze
University of Johannesburg
South Africa
nicok@uj.ac.za

Germany

3

Spain

4

India

3

Switzerland

2

Ireland

1

UK

2

Dr. Keisuke Matsui
University of Tsukuba
Japan
jiji@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp

Israel

4

USA

1

Japan

10

Total

54

1.3. Young Scholars Committee

Dr. Lidia Mierzejewska
Adam Mickiewicz University
Poland
mierzeja@amu.edu.pl

Chair: Dr Niamh Moore
University College Dublin
Ireland
Niamh.Moore@ucd.ie
Dr Tetsuya Ito
University of Rissho
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Japan
tetsudeu@ris.ac.jp
Dr Maria Jose Pineira Mantinan
University of Santiago de Compostela
Spain
mariajose.pineira@gmail.com
Dr. Tomoko Kubo
Gifu University
Japan
tmk200430258@yahoo.co.jp
The Young Scholars Committee was created
in 2006 and members are elected by the
members at large or co-opted onto the
committee as and when necessary to fulfil
specific tasks.

2. Meetings
2.1. Colloquium / Annual Commission
Meeting, Poznan, Poland, August
2014
The colloquium was hosted by the Institute
of Socio-Economic Geography and Spatial
Management Adam Mickiewicz University,
Poznan (Poland).
The meeting was a great success thanks to
the organizers and thanks to the quality of
the presented papers. In total there were 80
delegates representing 15 nationalities.
There were 11 paper session (49 papers),
one business meeting, and two very
interesting field trips/scientific excursions
inside and around Poznan.
2.2. IGU Regional Conference, Krakow,
Poland 2014
Three joint session were held with other
commissions:
-

Urban Challenges for Mediterranean
and Gulf Cities
C12.30 Mediterranean Basin
Beyond global cities’ system: cities as
geopolitical actors in the complex
world
C12.33 Political Geography

-

The planning, symbolism and legacy
of Mega-events
C12.4 Global Information Society
C12.07
Cultural
Approach
in
Geography
C12.15 Tourism, Leisure and Global
Change
C12.30 Mediterranean Basin

In total, the Urban Commission organized
24 sessions with, in effect, 100 papers
presented. The number of papers,
presentations and the wide range of material
covered across all the sessions indicate a
very successful IGC for the commission.
2.3. Young Scholar’s Prize 2014
This annual paper competition for young
scholars was organized by Niamh Moore
and Maria-Jose Pineira-Mantinan while
Prof. Wayne Davies acted as adjudicator.
This year 4 papers were submitted, all were
recognized for the high standard of work
produced. The applicants were:
- Pu Hao, Hong Kong Baptist University
- Charles Bohan, Lausanne University
- Eudes Leopoldo, University of Sao
Paulo
- Jose Ignacio Vila Vazquez and
Aranzazu
Perez
Indaverea,
Universidade
de
Santiagio
de
Compostela, Pantheon-Sorbonne
The paper by Charles Bohan was chosen by
the jury to receive the prize.
2.4. Future Meetings



Annual meeting, Dublin, August 2015
IGU Regional Conference, Moscow
2015

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration
commissions

with

other

IGU
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Three successful joint sessions were held in
Krakow 2014 collaborating with 6 other
commissions
3.2. Collaboration
with
international bodies
-

-

other

UN Habitat: a book project launched
working on “International and
Transnational Perspectives on Urban
Systems”
Working with members of the Japanese
Urban Geography community to
develop research on “Shrinking Cities”

4. Publications
4.1. Books
Edited books
meetings:

based

on

commission

O’ Donoghue, P.D. (Ed.) (2014). Urban
Transformations: Centres, Peripheries and
Systems. Selected refereed papers of the IGU
Urban Geography Commission 2011 in
Canterbury. Ashgate Publishers
Kotze, N., Donaldson, N. and Visser, G.
(2014). Life in a Changing Urban
Landscape. Proceedings of the IGU Urban
Geography Commission 2013. Edited by
University of Johannesburg, Johannesburg
4.2. Commission website
www.igu-urban.com
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C12.40 Water Sustainability
1. Membership
Chair: Professor Claudio Cassardo, Italy
Vice-chair: Professor Kazuki Mori, Japan

2. Meetings
2.1. Commission Conference, Dubrovnik,
Croatia
This year, the Commission decided to hold
the conference in Dubrovnik, Croatia just
before the Regional IGU conference in
Krakow (Poland) to allow participants the
attendance
of
both
events.
The
Commission’s annual conference was
organised by Dr. Ivan Canjevaḉ and his
colleagues from the University of Zagreb,
Croatia.
The conference was very successful. About
80 delegates attended the sessions, and 17
papers and four posters were presented.
Three sessions for oral presentations were
organized.
As usual, the conference attracted a large
contingent from the hosting region – Croatia
and neighbouring countries, as well as longstanding members from Italy, China, Japan
and UK. A good number of sound research
papers of wider international interest were
presented.
Two fieldtrips allowed covered some
particularities of Croatia. The shorter tip was
dedicated to the old town and ancient walls
of Dubrovnik city and the typical Karst
environment as seen from the Srđ Mountain.
The longer one, a one-day hydrological field
trip, was specifically devoted to Karst
environments, including visits to the Ombla
River (the shortest river on Earth), the
Baćina Lakes, the Neretva River Delta and
the City of Ston and its salt industry.

2.2. Future Meetings
The Steering Committee of the Commission
for Water Sustainability, during the
Dubrovnik conference, decided to accept the
offer of the local Committee of IGU to
organize a meeting in Moscow, Russia in
2015, coordinated by Prof. Natalia Frolova,
a member of the Steering Committee of our
Commission.
Currently the meeting is in its preparation
phase discussing requests for sessions. The
preliminary list of sessions includes:
- climate change impacts on water
resources;
- meteorological extreme events and their
effects on hydrological processes and
water resources;
- water availability in arid and semi-arid
regions;
- sediments and pollution effects on
surface and groundwater;
- Baikal lake catchment: water and
environment;
- Hydro
–
GIS
(Geographical
Information Systems).
The first circular will be distributed among
the members before Christmas. Prof. Natalia
Frolova and her colleagues will form the
local organizing committee for the meeting.
Possibly other meetings may be planned in
the near future as a result of the established
collaboration reported in Section 3.

3. Networking
The Commission is also trying to establish
contacts with the organization of the Expo
Milano 2015, to be held in Milan, Italy, from
May 1st to October 31st 2015, envisaging
close collaboration on the scientific aspects.
Under the theme “Feeding the Planet,
Energy for Life” the Expo Milano 2015 will
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talk about nutrition and resources of our
planet, with the aim to open up a dialogue
between international players and exchange
views on major challenges relevant to
everyone.
In
this
respect,
water
sustainability in general and, more
specifically, the use of water in agriculture
are most pertinent aspects.
The Chairman and some Commission
members are currently in contact with the
Italian Ministry of the Education and
Scientific Research for creating discussion
panels and links with our Commission to,
eventually, patronate the event.

4. Evaluating UNESCO’s
International Hydrological
Programme (IHP)
UNESCO commissioned the past IGU
Commission Chairman Emeritus Professor
Tony Jones (UK) and Steering Committee
member Professor Frank Winde (South
Africa) to undertake an evaluation of the
seventh phase of the IHP, which ran from
2008 to the end of 2013.
The IHP has become a major force in
improving water resources management
globally, especially by advising UNESCO
Member States in developing countries,
which lack technical resources and
expertise. The IHP began life in 1975 at the
end of the International Hydrological
Decade. The IHD was set in motion in the
mid-1960s as a response to the International
Geophysical Year (IGY; 1957-8), the first
major worldwide collaboration in the
geosciences. The only water science in the
IGY was glaciology, but the need for
international scientific collaboration in the
whole field of water resources was soon
apparent. The IHP was set up as a series of
6-yearly programmes, aimed initially at
furthering the scientific understanding of the
water cycle and its global distribution. Over
the years it has gradually taken on a more
practical role, progressing from the pure
science into water management, especially
in vulnerable environments, and socio-

economic aspects. IHP-V focussed on
“Hydrology
and
Water
Resources
Development
in
a
Vulnerable
Environment”. IHP-VI (2002-7) progressed
into disasters and societal values with
“Water Interactions: Systems at Risk and
Societal Challenges”, and IHP-VII, which
draws to a close at the end of 2013, has
focussed on “Water Dependencies: Systems
under Stress and Societal Responses”. The
latest and somewhat longer phase of IHP
(2013-2021) takes the aims into an even
broader field, covering disasters and
hydrological
change,
changes
in
groundwater resources, issues of water
scarcity and quality, interrelationships
between water and human settlements in the
future, ecohydrology, engineering harmony
for a sustainable world, and water education
as a key to water security for all; IHP-VIII’s
title, “Water Security – Responses to Local,
Regional and Global Challenges”.
The evaluation had two primary aims: to
assess the progress made during IHP VII and
to make recommendations for improving
efficiency and focus during the upcoming
eighth phase. Jones and Winde undertook
this task in a highly concentrated period
between December 2013 and March 2014,
which included a week at the IHP Secretariat
in Paris conferring with the Director of the
Division of Water Sciences and UNESCO’s
Internal Oversight Service and interviewing
staff. The evaluation was unique in three
respects: first, all previous assessments had
been undertaken by a committee comprising
up to half a dozen members; secondly, they
were given a much longer period in which to
deliberate, typically 6 months or so; and
thirdly, it was undertaken earlier than recent
evaluations, at the very end of IHP VII,
which was intended to allow its
recommendations to be incorporated into the
early delivery of the next phase, whereas
recent evaluations have not been completed
until well into the next phase.
In addition to the over 200 documents
(containing nearly 10,000 pages) presented
by UNESCO’s Internal Oversight Service,
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Jones and Winde made extensive use of
Skype and telephone interviews, which
included the Directors of the Category I
Institute for Water Education (UNESCOIHE) in Delft and the Category II UNESCO
Centre for Water Law, Policy and Science in
Dundee, as well as initiating their own
internet search of the activities of rival
“Global Water Initiatives”, like FAO, and
interviewed representatives of the OECD
and International Commission on Large
Dams (ICOLD) in Paris. Two email
questionnaire shoots were also made – one
to collaborators in the IHP programme
recommended by UNESCO, including Field
Officers and Regional Hydrologists, the
other an independent survey which was not
part of the UNESCO Terms of Reference in
which over 400 water scientists known to the
evaluators were contacted. More than 400
organisations and practitioners were
contacted within the “UNESCO Water
Family” and the wider UN network. The
group contacted in the independent survey
was largely, but not exclusively, made up of
corresponding members of the IGU
Commission for Water Sustainability
comprising a total of 396 recipients. This
was aimed at testing opinion amongst the
wider community as to the efficacy of the
IHP and its associated programmes. The
questionnaire included a request for
suggestions for improving the design and
execution of the programme.
Professor Jones presented the report at the
IHP Intergovernmental Council meeting at
UNESCO headquarters in Paris in June 2014
before a group of the major countries or
“Member States” involved in IHP. There
was
widespread
support
for
our
recommendations and concern over the
deficiencies uncovered. The Japanese
delegation was particularly concerned about
deficiencies in communication within the
IHP network. The Chinese delegation were
concerned about the problems uncovered
within the International Sediment Initiative
(ISI) and keen to indicate that activities were
resuming after more money had been made
available by the Chinese government. The

Netherlands supported our idea that
transboundary collaboration in water
resource management should be viewed
more highly as an area where UNESCO
should be uniquely placed – the “Potential
Conflict to Collaboration Potential” (PCCP)
programme initiated by former IHP
Secretary Andras Szollosi-Nagy, but
apparently given less attention in recent
years is a prime example. In the limited time
available for comment, Switzerland,
Dominica and the UK also offered their
support, the latter noting that a number of
our recommendations had been made by
previous Assessors, but not acted upon and
that time was running out for corrective
action. Only the representative sitting in the
chair for Uruguay was critical, but IOS
suggested they should read the full 137-page
report.

5. Publications
In addition to the report “Evaluation of
Phase VII of the International Hydrological
Programme”, greatly contributed by the
members of the Commission: Emeritus
Professor J.A.A. Jones and Professor Dr.
habil. Frank Winde, the Commission, jointly
with the Editorial Board of the Dubrovnik
conference, agreed on a possibility of
publishing selected papers in a special
number of Croatian Geographical Bulletin
(Hrvatski geografski glasnik), subject to the
normal reviewing procedure. The journal is
published by the University of Zagreb and
Croatian Geographical Society. The
deadline for sending papers is in autumn
2014.

6. Commission website
The Commission continues also to maintain
and continuously update its web site
(http://iguwater.wordpress.com/).
The current Webmaster, Dr. Ivan Canjevaḉ,
has been confirmed in this role.
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C12.41 Geomorphology and Society
Mission
The aim of the Commission shall be to
contribute to strengthening collaborative
work among scientific geomorphology
networks to advance knowledge and to
fostering capacity building for young
researchers. Particularly, the Commission
will be focused on developing applied
geomorphology for the benefit of society.
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.
7.

To promote international collaboration
in geomorphology within the IGU
community.
To strengthen scientific cooperation
with the International Association of
Geomorphologists (IAG) and other
international bodies related to the
geomorphology field.
To support applied geomorphology
research for building gateways with
policy makers and societal engagement.
To stimulate the interaction among
young scientist and the consolidation of
leading working teams in different
aspects of geomorphology.
To strengthen the scientific discussion
between the numerical, experimental
and
field
observation
geomorphologists.
To foster the exchange of information
and
the
dissemination
of
geomorphology.
Holding special sessions of the
Commission within the IGU Congress
and Conferences, as well as in other
academic forums.

1. Membership
Chair: Jiun-Chuan Lin
Taiwan
jclin@ntu.edu.tw
Vice Chair: Irasema Alcántara-Ayala
Mexico

irasema@igg.unam.mx
Secretary: Su-Min Shen
Taiwan
shensumin@gmail.com
Jonathan French
UK
j.french@ucl.ac.uk
Beate M.W. Ratter
Germany
ratter@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de
Yuichi S. Hayakawa
Japan
hayakawa@csis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Werner Nel
South Africa
WNel@ufh.ac.za
Joy Obando
Kenya
obando.joy@ku.ac.ke
Margreth Keiler
Switzerland
margreth.keiler@giub.unibe.ch
Herve Regnauld
France
herve.regnauld@uhb.fr
Chuan Tang
China
tangc707@gmail.com
Emmanuel Reynard
Switzerland
Emmanuel.Reynard@unil.ch
Paul D. Sumner
South Africa
paul.sumner@up.ac.za
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2. The Inaugural conference of IGU
commission on “Geomorphology
& Society”

2.1. The meeting
achievement

and

its

general

The purpose of this inaugural conference of
IGU commission on “Geomorphology &
Society” is to promote a platform in which
geomorphologists and social scientists can
interact, share studies and even form the
possibility of tense collaboration to solve
acute human environmental problems. The
interaction among geomorphologists and all
sorts of social scientists are significant and
crucial in today’s fast changing global
environment. As policy-making is facing
demanding and even unknown and uncertain
futures of human environments, transdisciplinary collaboration becomes dynamic
and vital for a sustainable future.
This inaugural conference has worked in
quite a trans-subfields of geography and
broadly served such purposes. The
understanding of how the societies perceive
their environments, how they make
decision, and how they utilize the
environments is actually a systematic
science. The systematic science requires
trans-disciplinary endeavours in order to
deal with problems sensibly and
appropriately for each individual case. That
is to say, while the geomorphologic insights
may be critical, societies and people at
particular environment with certain given
ecological issues may play even bigger roles
in understanding and solving issues.
The main theme of this inaugural
symposium is “Earth Surface Processes in a
Dynamic Environment”. Earth Surface
Processes, climatic change and land use
change are critical issues throughout the
world. Regional differences give rise to a
diverse array of impacts and scenarios,
requiring different approaches for effective
management and proper solutions. This
conference provided a platform for

dissemination of research findings of
various geomorphologic issues and
promoted meaning discussion among
scholars of various fields to see new lights
of collaboration in the future. Also as
important is that in this meetings temporal
aspects are considered seriously to
strengthen the significance of historical
process for geomorphology, in addition to
spatial aspects. The titles of papers
presented are attached in the next page
where the program for the sessions are
shown.
A pre-conference field trip to eastern
Taiwan and a post-conference field trip to
the Matzu islets (Matzu Geopark and the
Matzu Scienic area) were parts of the
conference that complete a model for socalled “good practice” for the combination
of geomorphology and human geograpiesy
for this inaugural conference. Prof. Mike
Meadows, IGU Secretary General and IGU
Vice President Prof. Dietrich Soyez both
joined our field trips and conference.
This conference has played a role in
gathering most of the commission members
and sharing research results of many various
scholars. Out of the conference and papers
presented, a decision for publishing an
edited volume was reached. Professor Mike
Meadows has been taken the initiative in
soliciting the session papers. Hopefully the
volume will become a benchmark for the
Commission on Geomorphology and
Society, IGU.
This conference was held at the National
Taiwan University.
2.2. Minutes of the Commission Meeting
Date: 16 September 2014
Participants: Jiun-Chin Lin, Jonathan
French, Yuichi S. Hayakawa, Werner Nel,
Joy Obanda, Herve Regnauld, Su-Min Shen
The first inaugural meeting was a productive
event which developed major and new ideas
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to move the Commission into the Future
Earth-Coast mode. The vision was to
promote
awareness
around
the
geomorphological society as well as human
and social scientists for the potential to
collaborate and promote the possibility for
transdisciplinary endeavours.
The objectives of the meeting were:
1. To devise a plan to join future IGU
Congress and regional meeting
2. To develop a global network to share
common interests and experiences
3. To advance and promote the ideas for
geomorphology and society in each
member country
4. To initiate a proposal for each member
country to consider undertaking a
fundamental revision of their research
agenda in which the trans-disciplinary
collaborative work is emphasized and
promoted
2.3. Future Meetings
International
Geographical
Union
Regional Conference, Moscow, August
17–21, 2015
The IGU Geomorphology and Society
Commission C12.41 submitted the proposal

of a session during the Regional Conference
of IGU, Moscow, Russia, for August 17-21,
2015
under
title
“Problems
and
consequences of land use/land cover
changes”. The Organizers of IGU /GAS
(Geomorphology & Society) sessions are:
Prof. Jiun-Chuan Lin, National Taiwan
University; Prof. Su-Min Shen, Secretary of
The commission and Prof. Shew-Juan Su,
National Taiwan Normal University.

3. Networking
3.1. Collaboration with other IGU
Commissions and Task Forces
This commission tentatively aim to work
with other IGU Commissions, especially
with the Island Commission in the future.

3.2. Cooperative efforts with ISSC and
with ICSU programs
The commission will work with LOICZ and
GLP projects of the ICSU. These projects
will eventually transform into the Future
Earth-Coast and GLP projects.

484
- 483 -

T12.01 Olympiad
1. Membership
1.1. Steering Committee
Ms Kathryn Berg (co-chair)
Royal Geographical Society of Qld
Milton Qld, Australia
Email: kathberg1@gmail.com
Prof Lex Chalmers (co-chair)
Department of Geography
The University of Waikato
Hamilton, New Zealand
E-mail: lex@waikato.ac.nz
Mr Henk Ankoné
Netherlands
E-mail: henk@ankone.net
Dr Fernando García-García
Centro de Ciencias de la Atmosfera
Universidad Nacional Autónonma de
México
Email: igeo.amc.mexico@gmail.com
Ms Sue Lomas
Warrington, United Kingdom
Email: sue-lomas@talktalk.net
Dr Alexey Naumov
Faculty of Geography
Moscow State University
Moscow, Russia
Email: alnaumov61@gmail.com
Mr Tomasz Sawicki
c/o Polish Geographical Society
Komitet Główny Olimpiady Geograficznej
Warszawa, Poland
Email: tomasz.j.sawicki@gmail.com
Prof Wang Min
College of Geography
Beijing Normal University
Beijing, P.R. China
Email: wangmin@bnu.edu.cn

1.2. Corresponding Members
The Task Force has 99 corresponding
members. They come from 45 countries that
either participate in the International
Geography Olympiads or are actively
planning to do so in the near future. This is
an increase of 5 countries from the same
time last year.
The countries, with the number of
corresponding members in brackets, are:
Argentina (1), Armenia (1), Australia (2),
Belarus (3), Belgium (2), Brazil (1),
Bulgaria (2), China-Beijing (4), China-Hong
Kong (3), China-Macau (2), China-Taipei
(2), Croatia (2), Czech Republic (3),
Denmark (2), Estonia (2), Finland (3),
Germany (2), Hungary (2), Indonesia (2),
Iran (1), Japan (4), Kazakhstan (2), Latvia
(3), Lithuania (2), Malawi (1), Mexico (2),
Mongolia (2), Montenegro (2), Netherlands
(4), New Zealand (4), Nigeria (3),
Philippines (1), Poland (2), Romania (3),
Russia (3), Serbia (2), Singapore (3),
Slovakia (2), Slovenia (2), Switzerland (2),
Thailand (1), Tunisia (1), Turkey (2), UK (2)
and USA (2).
One representative from each of the 36
countries participating in the 2014
Olympiad makes up the International Board.
The International Board has responsibilities
in the conduct of the Olympiads.
Montenegro and Serbia participated in the
Olympiad for the first time in 2014, and we
welcomed
official
observers
from
Argentina, Armenia, Iran, Switzerland and
Thailand. We anticipate that these countries
will send full teams to the 2015 or 2016
Olympiads.
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2. Meetings
International
Geography
2.1. 11th
Olympiad, Krakow, Poland, August
2014
The 11th International Geography Olympiad
was held from 12 to 18 August 2014 in
Kraków, Poland, in conjunction with the
IGU
Regional
Conference.
Total
participation was approximately 275 people,
made up of 144 students, plus team leaders,
official observers, members of the Local
Organising Committee and volunteer
assistants.
In conjunction with the Olympiad, there
were two meetings of the Olympiad’s
International Board, with approximately 45
people attending each meeting, and a
meeting of all Olympiad leaders, with
approximately 85 people attending. These
meetings are the equivalent of Task Force
Business Meetings.
The Olympiad was a great success. It was
jointly organised by the Polish Geographical
Society and the Pedagogical University of
Cracow, with financial assistance from the
Polish Ministry of National Education. The
Local Organising Committee was ably led
by Mr Tomasz Sawicki, representing the
Society, with the strong support of Prof
Wiktor Osuch, representing the Pedagogical
University. Tomasz Sawicki holds a unique
position in Olympiad history. He was a
student participant in the 2002 Olympiad, a
volunteer at the 2004 Olympiad, a team
leader at the 2006-12 Olympiads, a member
of the Task Force at the 2013 Olympiad, and
Local Organiser of the 2014 Olympiad.
The number of countries participating
increased by 4 to 36, with the addition of 2
new countries (Montenegro and Serbia) and
the return of 2 countries that had been unable
to participate in 2013. With observers from
5 potential new participants attending in
2014, we expect the number of countries
competing to increase again at the 2015
Olympiad.

The Olympiad tests are made up of three
elements: a written response test, a
multimedia test and a fieldwork exercise.
These tests rigorously examine the students’
fieldwork skills, their higher-level cognitive
skills such as analysis and intellectual
creativity,
and
their
geographical
knowledge. The fieldwork site was the
Błonia and Jordana Park area in Kraków,
and students investigated various aspects of
the use and provision of public space.
Twelve gold medals were awarded to
students from nine countries during the
opening ceremony of the IGU Regional
Conference. The gold, silver and bronze
medals were well spread across participating
countries with 27 teams winning at least one
medal. The top three countries in the team
rankings were 1st Singapore, 2nd Australia,
3rd Romania.
As budding young geographers, the students
participated in a very popular and noisy
poster session. Each team gave a poster
presentation on a specific issue in their own
country on the theme ‘Challenges of
Contemporary Urban Areas’, a subset of the
IGU Conference theme. The Olympiad
programme also included formal and
informal opportunities for students to share
their different cultures, and that of our Polish
hosts. The students were also able to explore
the local area together, with trips to Kraków
Old Town, Wieliczka Salt Mine, Pieniny
Mountains National Park and Auschwitz
Birkenau.
The students, with their shared love of
geography, quickly made friends. In this
world of ubiquitous social media, these
friendships may well last a lifetime, thus
amply fulfilling one of the Olympiad’s aims:
to facilitate social contacts between young
people from different countries and in doing
so, contribute to the understanding between
nations.
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2.2. Future Meetings
2015 International Geography Olympiad,
Tver Oblast, Russia, August 2015
The 2015 Olympiad will be held 190 km
outside of Moscow in Tver Oblast, but will
include time in Moscow. Dr Alexey
Naumov from Moscow State University is
chair of the Local Organising Committee,
established by the Russian Ministry of
Education and Science. Invitations to
countries to send teams have already been
distributed, with applications due in
January. Members of the Task Force made a
site visit in August 2014 to check
arrangements and to consult on the
fieldwork test.
2016 International Geography Olympiad,
Beijing, China, August 2016
The 2016 Olympiad will be held in Beijing
immediately prior to the IGU Congress. The
Local Organising Committee will be led by
Prof Wang Min and Dr Wei Dongying from
Beijing Normal University. Lex Chalmers,
Co-chair of the Task Force visited Beijing to
discuss logistics and the systems set up to
select Olympiad teams in China. The Task
Force will work with our Chinese colleagues
towards the aspirational goal of 50 teams
participating in 2016.

3. Networking
3.1. Networking
with
participating
countries and Olympiad LoCs
We are grateful that the Executive and IGU
support the inclusion of $5000US for the
Olympiad Task Force in future Memoranda
of Understanding with Local Conference
and Congress Organising Committees.
Since 2012, all Local Organising
Committees have adopted this protocol
although they have not been required to do
so. The most important use of these funds is
for a Task Force delegation to visit the
Olympiad LoC and check the fieldwork site,
accommodation and facilities. In the context

of these constraints, much of the networking
of the Task Force in 2013-2014 was carried
out through these channels. The Task Force
has also worked with delegates in
geographical education from a number of
existing
and
potential
Olympiad
participants.
-

-

-

Kraków: The Task Force was in
regular contact with the 36 countries
and 5 observers participating in the
2014 Olympiad and with the Kraków
LoC for the Olympiad. Three separate
visits to Kraków were made by Task
Force members (Sue Lomas, Lex
Chalmers and Henk Ankoné) with the
form and site of the fieldwork a
significant focus.
Tver: Negotiations about content and
format of the Tver fieldwork test for the
2015 Olympiad in Russia are also
underway; Sue Lomas and Lex
Chalmers visited the site in August
2014. The accommodation of the
‘Olympic Village’ was checked, the site
of the fieldwork was confirmed, and a
report given to the International Board
at Kraków.
Beijing: A representative of the Task
Force (Lex Chalmers) has also visited
Beijing to consult with key members of
the 2016 Olympiad LoC. The
networking undertaken at the Kraków
Olympiad and at the Regional
Conference is vital to this IGU activity.

3.2. Networking with the International
Year of Global Understanding
(IYGU) initiative
The Task Force has continued negotiations
with Prof. Benno Werlen on ways that the
Olympiad programme could contribute to
the International Year of Global
Understanding, in association with the
Geographical Education strand in the IYGU.
The Task Force believes that the IGU
Olympiad has an important role in the IYGU
through its involvement with young people
and intercultural education, and we will
work with our International Board members
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to promote IYGU, not just within the
Olympiad but also within geographical
education in our participating countries. We
are also exploring working with other
Commissions in our planning for 2016.

4. Publications
The Task Force relies on its website and
email list to communicate with the
geographical community. The Task Force
itself has not published any newsletters,
journals or books. However, articles on
countries' participation in the Olympiad
appear in the newsletters, journals and
websites of many national geographical
education organisations.
The Task Force contributed to the special
issue of Geographia Polonica published in
association with the Kraków Regional
Conference:
Lex Chalmers, Kathryn Berg (2014)
Changes, challenges and responsibilities in
geographical education: The International
Geography
Olympiad.
Geographia
Polonica. 87(2), pp. 267-276.

5. Commission website
The website of the Olympiad Task Force
(T12.01) is found at www.geoolympiad.org.
The site is maintained by the University of
Waikato. The home page is shown below.
The site explains what the geography
Olympiad is, with reference to the history
stretching back to the 1996 Olympiad in the
Netherlands. One key set of pages is found
under the Statutes tab. The statements found
here describe the key activities and
processes of the Task Force. The second
important set of pages is under the Test
Guidelines tab, where the locations and
details of the component tests (Written
Response Test, Multimedia Test and the
Fieldwork Exercise) are described.
Each Olympiad LoC also creates its own
website. The site for the 2014 Olympiad is
at www.igeo2014.pl The website for the
2015 Olympiad is at www.igeo2015.com
The Olympiad sites created by hosting
organisations include large amounts of
information about that particular Olympiad.
Photos and news are added during and after
the Olympiad.
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IGU Regional Conference
Krakow, Poland
August 2014
The 2014 IGU Regional Conference took
place in Krakow, Poland, in the Jagiellonian
University. This combination of time and
location has a few dimensions which
contributed to the conference organization.
In 2014, Poland celebrated 25th anniversary
of the political independence resumption,
the Jagiellonian University celebrated the
650th anniversary of its foundation, and
Polish geographers celebrated the 80th
anniversary of the 14th IGU congress
organized in 1934 in Warsaw. Therefore, the
2014 IGU RC in Krakow was organized
under the honorary patronage of the
President of the Republic of Poland,
Bronislaw Komorowski, and the members
of the conference Honorary Committee were
Professor Vladimir Kolosov, President of
the International Geographical Union,
Professor Michal Kleiber, President of the
Polish Academy of Sciences, Professor
Jacek Majchrowski, Mayor of the City of
Krakow and Professor Wojciech Nowak,
Rector of the Jagiellonian University in
Krakow.
The idea of hosting the IGU conference in
Poland for the second time in history was
initiated in 2002 by the Polish Geographical
Society which acted as an umbrella for the
consortium of eight Polish geographical
institutions which cooperated to promote
Polish geographical research worldwide and
which prepared the conference proposal.
The consortium consisted of the following
institutions:
 Polish Geographical Society
 Jagiellonian University, Institute of
Geography and Spatial Management,
Krakow








Pedagogical University of Cracow,
Institute of Geography
Adam Mickiewicz University, Faculty
of Geographical and Geological
Sciences, Poznan
Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute
of Geography and Spatial Organization,
Warsaw
University of Lodz, Faculty of
Geographical Sciences
University of Silesia, Faculty of Earth
Sciences, Sosnowiec
University of Warsaw, Faculty of
Geography and Regional Studies

The representatives of the consortium
institutions established the Steering
Committee of the conference. In 2011, the
Local
Organizing
Committee
was
established and began the conference
arrangements.
The conference began with the Opening
Ceremony organized in Auditorium
Maximum of the Jagiellonian University.
Among the invited guests there were senior
professors of geography from all over
Poland and families of Polish geographers
who organized the IGU conference in
Warsaw in 1934. Conference participants
were welcomed by Professor Jacek
Majchrowski, Mayor of the City of Kraków
and Professor Piotr Laidler, Vice-Rector of
the Jagiellonian University, and then
addressed by Professor Pawel Swianiewicz,
Advisor of the President of the Republic of
Poland, Professor Vladimir Kolosov,
President of the International Geographical
Union, Professor Marek Chmielewski, VicePresident of the Polish Academy of Sciences
and Professor Marek Degórski, Chair of the
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Steering Committee of the 2014 IGU RC.
Professor Jacek Majchrowski contributed to
the Gold Medal Ceremony of the 11th
International Geography Olympiad, led by
Ms. Kathryn Berg and Professor Lex
Chalmers. The 11th International Geography
Olympiad was organized in the Pedagogical
University of Cracow, on 12-18 August
2014, and was attended by 36 teams from all
over the world. The best score was achieved
by the team from Singapore. During the
second part of the Opening Ceremony, a
short piano recital by Mateusz Mateja
allowed the ceremony participants to
experience Polish tradition, landscapes and
history, expressed with the international
language of musical masterpieces of
Frédéric
Chopin.
Opening
lecture:
“Relevance of Geography” was presented
by Professor Leszek Kosiński. Opening
ceremony was followed by the ice-breaker
party in Auditorium Maximum and then by
the opening of the exhibition “The
Development of Geographical Ideas in
Poland” in the museum of the Jagiellonian
University in Collegium Maius.
Conference core activities consisted of IGU
commissions sessions, thematic sessions
(both oral and poster ones) and plenary
sessions. The sessions took place in three
buildings of the Jagiellonian University
Faculty of Biology and Earth Sciences,
located in the Campus of the
600thAnniversary of the Jagiellonian
University Revival. There were 226 oral
sessions organized by particular IGU
Commissions. The commissions which
organized the largest number of sessions
were:
 C12.08 Dynamics of Economic Spaces:
22 sessions;
 C12.11 Geographical Education: 19
sessions;
 C12.39 Urban Commission: Urban
Challenges in a Complex World: 19
sessions.
Additionally, there were 19 joint sessions
organized by two or more IGU
commissions, and 47 sessions organized by

the conference participants. Totally, in all
the oral sessions, there were 1171 oral
presentations. Parallel, 227 posters were
presented, each of them assigned to a
particular session.
On each conference day, one of the key
conference theme words: Changes,
Challenges, Responsibility was considered
during plenary lectures. The directions and
dynamics of CHANGES in the environment
were discussed during the plenary session on
19 August 2014. The lecture presented by
Professor Benno Werlen (2016 The UN
International Year of Global Understanding
(IYGU) – The UN International Year of
Geography) has driven the attention to both
traditional and new areas of changes which
are of interest to geographers. The plenary
lectures by Professor Zbigniew Kundzewicz
(Climate change, related challenges and
responsibilities) and Professor Gideon Biger
(The Challenge of Historical Geography and
the geographical question of "Where is the
Holy Land"?"), presented during the plenary
session on 20 August 2014, gave an
opportunity to exchange insights on
contemporary
CHALLENGES.
They
emphasized the role of both natural and
social aspects of global issues with their
strong local repercussions. An attempt to
determine the RESPONSIBILITY of human
kind for the observed changes (a plenary
session on 21 August 2014) were undertaken
during the lectures by Professor Julie
Winkler (Embracing the Complexity and
Uncertainty
of
Climate
Change:
Responsibilities for Geographers) and
Professor Andreas Faludi (Place is a noman's land, so who is responsible?).
There were 1470 participants who registered
for the conference and 1372 attended the
event (93%). About 100 young researchers
took part in the conference thanks to the
opportunity of the reduced fee offer. The
participants came to Krakow from 60
countries, including 416 people from
Poland.

490
- 489 -

Accompanying events included preconference meetings and seminars of the
IGU commissions, the 11th International
Geography Olympiad, exhibition and
workshops organized during the conference,
IGU commissions business meetings during
the conference, two academic excursions
(before and after the conference),exhibition
“The Development of Geographical Ideas in
Poland” in the museum of the Jagiellonian
University, half-day and 1-day touristic
tours in Krakow and its vicinities, and three
social events.
Six IGU Commissions organized preconference meetings in various localities in
Poland:
 C12.10 Gender and Geography:
Workshop on "The Gendering of New
Realities: Unequal Challenges and
Responsibilities", 16-17 August 2014,
Warsaw
 C12.13 Geography of Governance: 1416 August 2014, Poznan
 C12.15 Geography of Tourism, Leisure,
and Global Change: 13-17 August
2014, Kraków / Pieniny Mts
 C12.19 Health and Environment:
MEDICAL GEOGRAPHY FORUM
2014, 14-17 August 2014, Warsaw
 C12.33
Political
Geography:
Geographical-political aspects of the
transborder conservation of natural and
cultural heritage, 15-17 August 2014,
Lopuszna
 C12.39 Urban Commission: Urban
Challenges in a Complex World,
Annual Conference of the IGU Urban
Commission Poznan 2014, 11-14
August 2014, Poznan
During the conference, the exhibition area
was arranged in one of the conference
buildings. There were 14 exhibitors,
including the organizers of future IGU
conferences in Moscow (2015) and Beijing
(2016). Parallel to conference sessions, there
were four workshops available:
 "City without God". Origin and changes
of religious space new socialist and






post-socialist
cities;
organisers:
Elzbieta Bilska-Wodecka (Poland),
Tomás Havlícek (Czechia), Katarzyna
Kulczynska (Poland), Justyna Liro
(Poland), Izabela Sołjan (Poland)
Current
trends
in
landscape
fragmentation
and
connectivity
assessment; organisers: Katarzyna
Ostapowicz
(Poland),
Elzbieta
Ziolkowska (Poland)
Ecosystem services concept in spatial
planning; organisers: Ewelina Mocior
(Poland), Agnieszka Nowak (Poland)
Improving your presentation skills: a
video-training workshop for young
geographers;
organisers:
Joos
Droogleever
Fortuijn
(The
Netherlands), Joop van der Schee (The
Netherlands)

Nine IGU Commissions organized their
business meetings during the conference.
Additionally, General Assembly of the
European Association of Geographical
Societies took place on 20 August. During
the whole conference week, the participants
were given the opportunity to visit the
exhibition
“The
Development
of
Geographical Ideas in Poland” in the
Museum of the Jagiellonian University, in
the building of Collegium Maius. This
exhibition is aimed at acquainting all the
interested parties with the magnificent
tradition of the Polish geography, dating
back to medieval times. The main mission of
our ancestors has always been to make the
society realize how important and wonderful
science geography is.
The conference participants attended three
types of excursions:
 half-day trips (a guided tour in
Krakow’s Old Town and a guided tour
in Nowa Huta district);
 one-day trips (Wieliczka Salt Mine
Tour, Ojcowski National Park and a
Castle in Pieskowa Skala; a visit to
Museum,
Auschwitz-Birkenau
Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, Wadowice
and Lagiewniki);
 academic excursions:
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1.

2.

Land degradation and reclamation
in the Silesian Upland and the
Polish Carpathians (14-17 August
2014); organizers: Pawel Prokop,
Polish Academy of Sciences,
Branch Krakow, Renata Dulias,
University of Silesia;
Central Poland (23-25 August
2014); organizer: Robert Wilus,
Univeristy of Lodz

There were three social events organized for
the conference participants:
- ice-breaker party after the Opening
Ceremony, in Auditorium Maximum of
the Jagiellonian University;
- outdoor social event in the “Stara
Zajezdnia” restaurant, located in a
former tram depot, close to the Museum
of City Engineering;
- Gala Dinner in the underground
historical
salt
mine
chamber
„Warszawa” (in English: Warsaw),
located 125 m underground in the
Wieliczka Salt Mine Museum, located
about 10 km south-east of Krakow.

chair of the conference Steering Committee,
who presented the basic conference statistics
and closed the conference.
The Local Organizing Committee could
never realize its tasks without the full
support from the IGU Executive Committee
and without the support from Colleagues
working in other Polish cities who organized
most of the accompanying events. Special
thanks should be directed to the staff of the
Jagiellonian University Department of
Communications
and
Marketing
–
Conferences who supported the LOC in all
formal and financial issues and ran the
conference office. Last not least, a huge
work was completed before and during the
conference by about 120 volunteers from
eight Polish geographical institutions and
special thanks are also directed to them.

During the Closing Ceremony, on 22nd
August, Professor Vladimir Kolosov,
President of IGU, handed in the IGU award
to the Commission on Gender and
Geography, and Professor Janice Monk
represented the commission. Professor
Michael Meadows, Secretary General and
Treasurer of IGU, presented twenty
conference participants awarded with the
IGU Travel grants. The programme of the
next IGU Regional Conference to be held in
Moscow in 2015 was presented by Dr.
Sergey Chalov, and Professor Chenghu
Zhou presented the programme of IGU
Congress to be held in Beijing in 2016. The
musical accent of the Closing Ceremony
was a short recital by the Academic Choir
“Camerata Jagellonica” of the Jagiellonian
University which performed five songs,
from 13th century popular academic song
“Gaudeamus igitur” to traditional Polish
folk songs. The two last presentations were
delivered by Dr. Anita Bokwa, the chair of
LOC, and by Professor Marek Degórski, the
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Travel Grant Awardees – Krakow 2014
Given name

Surname

Country of origin

Zahide

Acar Deniz

Turkey

Issahaku

Adam

Ghana

Anna

Agatova

Russia

Femi

Agholor

Nigeria

Gulpinar

Akbulut

Turkey

MD

Alam

Bangladesh

Ricardo

Almendra

Portugal

Gustavo

Amaral

Brasil

Ravikant

Anand

India

Nazgol

Bagheri

Iran/USA

Daniel

Balizs

Hungary

Bibek

Bhuyan

India

Kerry

Bobbins

South Africa

Eshita

Boral

India

Acma

Bulent

Turkey

Karin

Calle Pereyra

Peru

Chiara

Certoma

Italy

Robin

Chang

Canada/Germany

Yang

Cheng

China-Beijing

Godfrey

Chikowore

Zimbabwe

Anindita

Datta

India

Frederick

Dayour

Ghana

Sahab

Deen

India

Dhanjit

Deka

India

Juan Manuel

Delgado Estrada

Peru

Teesta

Dey

India

Pavlo

Doan

Ukraine

Olga

Dovbysh

Russia

Danielle

Drozdzewski

Australia

Carolina

Dube

Zimbabwe

Christiana

Egbinola

Nigeria

Evgeny

Egidarev

Russia

Pavel

Em

Russia
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Nsikan-George

Emana

Nigeria/Germany

Ágnes

Erőss

Hungary

Olutoyin

Fashae

Nigeria

Kiril

Ganzei

Russia

Alexandru

Gavriș

Romania

Aakriti

Grover

India

Christina

Hakopian

Armenia

Karen

Heikkila

Finland/Canada

Gurgen

Hovhannisyan

Armenia

Irit

Katz

UK

Daljeet

Kaur

India

Nikkey

Kehri

India

Zongho

Kom

Cameroon/SA

Irina

Kuchinskaya

Azerbaijan/Russia

Eudes Andre

Leopoldo de Souza

Brasil

Linna

Li

China Hong Kong

Yungang
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2014 Annual Report of the International
Geographical Union
In this issue:
-

Report and comment on the IGU
Regional Conference at Krakow
IGU Executive Committee meetings
and decisions
International
Year
of
Global
Understanding
IGU – EUGEO – EUROGEO Joint
Project on Education
IGU Journals Project
OurSus Sustainable Cities Project
IGU and International Science and
Social Science Communities: ICSU and
ISSC
Co-operation and outreach

IGU Regional Conference, Krakow
(Poland), 18-22 August 2014
The 2014 IGU Regional Conference took
place in Krakow, Poland, in the Jagiellonian
University. This combination of time and
location has a few dimensions which
contributed to the conference organization.
In 2014, Poland celebrated 25th anniversary
of the political independence resumption,
the Jagiellonian University celebrated the
650th anniversary of its foundation, and
Polish geographers celebrated the 80th
anniversary of the 14th IGU congress
organized in 1934 in Warsaw. Therefore, the
2014 IGU RC in Krakow was organized
under the honorary patronage of the
President of the Republic of Poland,
Bronislaw Komorowski, and the members
of the conference Honorary Committee were
Professor Vladimir Kolosov, President of
the International Geographical Union,
Professor Michal Kleiber, President of the
Polish Academy of Sciences, Professor
Jacek Majchrowski, Mayor of the City of

Krakow and Professor Wojciech Nowak,
Rector of the Jagiellonian University in
Krakow.
The idea of hosting the IGU conference in
Poland for the second time in history was
initiated in 2002 by the Polish Geographical
Society which acted as an umbrella for the
consortium of eight Polish geographical
institutions which cooperated to promote
Polish geographical research worldwide and
which prepared the conference proposal.
The consortium consisted of the following
institutions:









Polish Geographical Society
Jagiellonian University, Institute of
Geography and Spatial Management,
Krakow
Pedagogical University of Cracow,
Institute of Geography
Adam Mickiewicz University, Faculty
of Geographical and Geological
Sciences, Poznan
Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute
of Geography and Spatial Organization,
Warsaw
University of Lodz, Faculty of
Geographical Sciences
University of Silesia, Faculty of Earth
Sciences, Sosnowiec
University of Warsaw, Faculty of
Geography and Regional Studies

The Regional Conference was the major
event for the world geographical community
this year and gathered 1372 participants
from 60 countries. The host country, Poland,
was naturally represented by the largest
number of participants (357). Seven other
national groups included more than 40
persons each: Germany (about 100), Japan
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(79), Czechia (60), UK (59), China (Beijing,
50). 40 participants came from each of four
more countries – France, Hungary, Russia
and the USA. As at the Regional Conference
in Kyoto a year earlier, the total attendance
considerably exceeded the expectations of
Polish Organizing Committee and of IGU
Executive. The meeting in Krakow turned to
be of particular interest for geographers
from neighbouring European countries. It
matches the very idea of IGU Regional
Conferences.
The conference programme was rich and
diverse: it comprised key lectures, sessions
organized by IGU Commissions, thematic
sessions initiated by groups of scholars,
poster sessions, and business meetings. 36
IGU Commissions of 41 used the conference
in Krakow as the venue of their meetings. It
is
particularly
important
for
the
development of cooperation between them
and the progress of interdisciplinary studies.
There were 19 joint sessions organized by
two or more IGU commissions. The
Commissions on Urban Challenges in a
Complex World (urban geography), on
Political Geography, on the Dynamic of
Economic Space, on Cold Regions
Environment, on Gender and Geography,
and on Geographical Education hold the
largest number of sessions. Altogether, there
were 1171 oral and 227 poster presentations.
The conference motto was “Changes,
Challenges, Responsibility”. Each days’
programme included key lectures. The
directions of both traditional and new areas
of changes in the environment were
discussed by Professor Benno Werlen,
Germany, who stopped in particular on the
research plans of the UN International Year
of Global Understanding (IYGU, see below)
– the most important IGU initiative. The
plenary lectures by Professor Zbigniew
Kundzewicz, Poland (‘Climate change,
related challenges and responsibilities’), and
Professor Gideon Biger, Israel (‘The
Challenge of Historical Geography and the
geographical question of "Where is the Holy
Land"?’),
offered
an
insight
on

contemporary challenges. They emphasized
the role of both natural and social aspects of
global issues with their strong local
repercussions. An attempt to determine the
responsibility of human kind for the
observed changes were undertaken in the
lectures by Professor Julie Winkler, USA
(‘Embracing
the
Complexity
and
Uncertainty
of
Climate
Change:
Responsibilities for Geographers’), and
Professor Andreas Faludi, the Netherlands
(‘Place is a no-man's land, so who is
responsible?’).
IGU pays special attention to geographical
education. The conference in Krakow
marked a new step in the implementation of
the joint project of IGU, Eurogeo (the
European Association of Geographical
Societies) and the association Eurogeo (see
below). The 650th anniversary of the
Jagellonian University, one of the oldest in
Europe and in the world, was widely
celebrated in Poland. On the day of the
conference’s opening ceremony they
solemnly opened in the historical building of
the university the exhibition “The
Development of Geographical Ideas in
Poland showing that geographical research
in Poland has been always tuned with
societal needs and had a strong impact on the
development of the statehood and identity. It
presents history of Polish geography and
closely related disciplines - cartography,
topography, meteorology and others in
persons and artifacts, and the unique
collection of maps, atlases and globes. As
usual, the conference included an exhibition
of geographical literature, maps, atlases and
multimedia products.
The conference hosted the 11th
International Geography Olympiad (iGeo),
a competition that gathers the winners of
national Geography Olympiads. It gathered
the teams from 36 countries all over the
world. The best score was achieved by the
team from Singapore.
During the Closing Ceremony Professor
Vladimir Kolosov, President of IGU,
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handed in the IGU award to the Commission
on Gender and Geography, and Professor
Janice Monk represented the commission.
Professor Michael Meadows, Secretary
General and Treasurer of IGU, presented
twenty conference participants awarded
with the IGU Travel grants.

Professor Yukio Himiyama

The conference was wonderfully well
organized: everything went exactly
according to the programme and schedule,
and
Polish
geographers
graciously
accommodated countless requests and the
diverse interests of their guests. Participants
are able to reflect on a memorable excursion
programme and the lavish gala dinner in the
exclusive environment in the depths of the
former salt mine of Wieliczka (a UNESCO
world cultural heritage site). The obvious
success of the conference is of course a
result of long a hard work of the Polish
organizing committee headed by Professors
Marek Degorski, Anita Bokwa and
Boleslaw Domanski.
Vladimir Kolosov

The IGU Executive Committee held three
meetings in 2014: in Moscow, Russia
(April), in Krakow in August, before the
Regional Conference, and in Cape Town,
South Africa (December).

IGU Executive Committee: Meetings
and Decisions
The 2012-2014 IGU Executive Committee
consists of eleven elected members:
President:
Professor Vladimir Kolossov
Secretary General and Treasurer:
Professor Michael Meadows
Past President:
Professor Ronald F. Abler
First Vice President:
Professor Dietrich Soyez
Vice Presidents:
Professor Elena dell'Agnese
Professor Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn
Professor Iain Hay

Professor Jarkko Saarinen
Professor RB Singh
Academician Zhou Chenghu

The approved minutes of the 2014 IGU
Executive Committee meetings are made
available via the IGU E-newsletters at:
http://www.igu-online.org
The agenda of these meetings and the
decisions taken during them were structured
along the IGU priorities for 2012-2016
adopted after the 32nd Congress in Cologne:
1) maintaining and strengthening the role of
IGU as a truly global organization; 2)
integrating the work of the IGU
Commissions, developing interdisciplinary
research by promoting problem- and regionoriented programmes and fostering
cooperation between natural and social
elements of geography in studying future
environmental conditions and their
consequences for people; 3) cooperating
with local organizing committees (LOC) of
IGU Congresses and Regional Conferences
for keeping their high standards; 4)
cooperating with the leading international
organizations in contributing to the cohesion
of geography and its better international
visibility. The agenda of EC sessions in
2014 comprised, as usually, such questions
like the IGU expansion and the
establishment of closer relations with
geographers of low income countries,
particularly in Africa and Latin America,
financial reports, the relations with 41 IGU
Commissions, Task Forces and National
Committees; the progress of IGU projects,
the preparation of its Regional Conferences
and the 2016 Congress, the affiliation with
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other organizations, cooperation and
outreach, and IGU awards, etc. At the same
time, the Executive Committee has
considered the major problems and the
perspectives of the Union’s activity: it
adopted its Strategy and the ways of its
implementation on the nearest years, and
discussed the involvement of the world
geographical community in the international
Future Earth programme, began to monitor
the participation of young scholars and their
organizations in the events organized by
IGU and its Commissions. IGU Summer
Schools for post-graduate students and early
carrier scholars are planned. The Executive
Committee cooperated with the French
organizers in preparing the celebrations of
the Union’s centennial in 2022. This date
should to contribute to the Union’s larger
international visibility and marked by the
extraordinary Congress in Paris and a
number of publications documenting IGU
history.
Having
considered
three
applications, the EC selected Quebec City as
the venue of the 2018 IGU Regional
Conference. The Commission of gender and
Geography was recognized the Union’s
Commission excellence and will receive an
award.
In August 2014 the composition of the
Executive Committee has changed: its three
members stepped down and as a result of
elections were replaced by Professors Elena
dell’Agnese (Italy), Iain Hay (Australia) and
Zhou Chenghu (China, Beijing). Professor
Michael Meadows (South Africa) was
reelected as IGU Secretary General and
Treasurer and Professor Yukio Himiyama
(Japan) – as Vice-President.
Vladimir Kolosov

International Year of
Understanding (IYGU)

Global

IGU continues to strongly support the
transdisciplinary project of the International
Year on Global Understanding (IYGU)
which was created on the IGU initiative and
is coordinated by Professor Benno Werlen,
Chair of IGU Commission on Cultural

Geography. The IYGU aims to bridge the
gap in awareness between local actions and
global effects, to encourage everyone to
make daily decisions in light of global
challenges and to contribute to bottom-up
initiatives that connect individual, local
action to global sustainability. The IYGU
intends to strengthen collaboration between
natural, social, and cultural sciences, to
identify how local actions yield results on
a global scale, and to empower individuals
to manifest local-scale change with global
effects. More information about IYGU is
available at:
http://global-understanding.info/.
In late 2013 the initiative was unanimously
adopted by the UNESCO Executive Board
and then by the UNESCO General
Assembly. It is now officially on the agenda
of the UN General Assembly and an
announcement is anticipated early in 2015.
The “Group of 77” has already approved it,
while a number of developed countries still
keep a more reserved attitude to this ten
centres have already been set up, with about
another 15 being negotiated. Together with
the ICSU offices and the Future Earth
Centers, it will be possible to have about 50
‘hubs’ of action and communication.
Springer has made an offer to publish the six
main IYGU brochures and a textbook
summarizing the content of the six
brochures and making it accessible to
students, the general public, and
policymakers. There is significant progress
in outreach and fund raising although it
strongly depends on the project’s adoption
by the UN.

IGU – EUGEO – EUROGEO Joint
Project on Education
This new project started in late 2013 and
concerns the improvement of geography’s
place in school curricula. The objective of
this project is to compile and to promote the
minimum of geographical knowledge for
each citizen in our century, to find new
evidence and arguments for a large audience
and decision makers showing the
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importance of geography, and to
disseminate the best practice of teaching
geography at secondary schools, universities
and other institutions, including schools of
management and technical universities. First
documents worked out by the participants
and endorsed by all three organisations
should be signed in August 2014 at the IGU
Regional Conference in Moscow.
The project should be associated to the
implementation of IYGU initiative.
Geographical
education
for
global
understanding is critical for addressing
global challenges - for providing sustainable
sources of clean water, food and energy, and
for maintaining an intact environment for
the well-being of all people. The Regional
Conference in Kraków provided a
significant boost regarding the use of the
expected
declaration
regarding
the
positioning of geographical teaching at
different levels and the integration of the
IYGU into the GeoOlympiad.
Vladimir Kolosov

The IGU Journals Project
The journals database project remains
ongoing. There are many journals globally
that deal with the broad church that is the
discipline of Geography. In recent years the
domination of major publishing houses in
the scientific journal market has become
much stronger and it is clear that many
geographical journals are published that
have a much lower profile and yet could
provide a very valuable resource for
geographers – researchers and teachers alike
- in particular national or regional contexts.
It was for this reason that the IGU embarked
some years ago on a project to establish a
searchable global database of geographical
periodicals. Information, including contact
details, impact factor (where appropriate)
and website addresses of more than 1000
journals from more than 80 countries
worldwide are available online (follow the
link from the IGU homepage at: www.iguonline.org
Ton
Dietz,
Christian
Vandermotten and Mike Meadows have

recently submitted a manuscript (to the new
online geographical journal Geo: Geography
and Environment) entitled: ‘The status of
geographical journals: issues of ranking,
publishing houses and open access’ that
considers the journals project database in the
wider context of publications in academic
geography globally.

Sustainable Cities: The IGU ‘OurSus’
Project
The project “Our Sustainable Cities”
(‘OurSus’) is being implemented by Chinese
and Dutch experts who try to connect
academic geography with municipal
authorities and business communities, and to
disseminate good practice of sustainability
in the cities of different size all over the
world (www.oursus.org and zh.oursus.org).
Oursus is planned to reach full maturity in
time for the 2016 Beijing Congress having a
wide
and
internationally
balanced
representation of both cities and users.
Between 2014 and 2016 it is anticipated that
up to 70 Chinese cities will be on the website
but the challenge now is to get cities from
outside China represented. It is decided to
establish an international steering committee
for the project.

IGU and the International Science
and Social Science Communities:
ICSU and ISSC
One of the most important tasks of the IGU
is to act as the connection between the
international community of geographers and
the major global scientific organisations.
IGU is formally recognised as a voting
member Union of both the International
Council for Science (ICSU) and the
International Social Science Council
(ISSC). The ICSU General Assembly was
held in Auckland, New Zealand and, as a full
member, IGU was represented by the
President, Vladimir Kolosov, SecretaryGeneral Mike Meadows and Past-President,
Ron Abler. The Geounions cluster, with a
focus on the broader earth and related
sciences, convened prior to the ICSU
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General Assembly, as did the social sciences
hub. IGU actively contributed to both
meetings. Much of the deliberation at the
General Assembly centred on the Future
Earth initiative and IGU remains committed
to promoting its aims and objectives through
the work of its commissions. Professor Ron
Abler was nominated as chair of ICSU’s
Committee on Scientific Planning and
Review and only just missed out on election
following a run-off vote.

Communication and Outreach
The main communication tools of the IGU
are its quarterly newsletter, compiled by
Vice- President Giuliano Bellezza and its
website, maintained by Secretary-General
Mike Meadows. Four issues of the new
series of the e-Newsletter were published in
2014 and can be downloaded from the
website by following the newsletter link
from www.igu-online.org. IGU now has a
Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/pages/Internati
onal-GeographicalUnion/282917935136850 - now with more
than 1200 ‘likes’ and the redesigned website
continues to attract many visitors. IGU also
updated the handbook for its members.
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International Geographical Union
Statutes
Revised to 10 March 2008

I.

Denomination, Objectives and
Domicile of the Union

A. The International Geographical Union,
commonly referred to as IGU, is an
international, non-governmental, nonprofit scientific organization.
B. The purposes of the International
Geographical Union are:
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

to promote the study of geographical
problems;
to initiate and coordinate geographical
research
requiring
international
cooperation and to promote its scientific
discussion and publication;
to provide for the participation of
geographers in the work of relevant
international organizations;
to facilitate the collection and diffusion
of geographical data and documentation
in and between all member countries;
to promote meetings of the International
Geographical
Union,
regional
conferences between the International
Geographical Congresses, and other
meetings in furtherance of the
objectives of the Union;
to participate in any other appropriate
form of international cooperation with
the object of advancing the study and
application of geography;
to promote international standardization
or
compatibility
of
methods,
nomenclature, and symbols employed
in geography.

C. The International Geographical Union
adheres to the International Council for
Science (ICSU) and recognizes it as
providing a co ordinating and
representative body for the international
organization of science.
D. The International Geographical Union
adheres to the International Social
Science Council (ISSC) and recognizes
it as providing a co ordinating and
representative body for the international
organization of the social sciences.
E. The domicile of the Union is the place
in which the Secretary General is based.
II. The Membership of the Union
A. Membership of the Union shall be by
countries. For this purpose a "country"
shall be a territory wherein scientific
matters are organized independently.
Admission of a country to membership
of the Union shall not constitute
recognition of its political but only of its
scientific status. In cases of doubt the
advice of ICSU shall be sought. Each
member country has the same rights and
the same duties except as hereinafter
provided.
Applications by countries to join the
International Geographical Union may
be made through a committee for the
IGU, a principal academy, a Research
Council, or some other similar
institution, or through scientific
societies or an association of such
institutions or societies, or, in special
cases,
through
an
appropriate
government
department.
All
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applications for membership shall be
made to the Secretary General,
considered
by
the
Executive
Committee, and decided by the General
Assembly.
B. A Committee for the IGU, fully
representative of geographers, shall be
formed in each of the countries
belonging to the Union. It shall be
formed on the initiative, or with the
cooperation, of bodies such as those
mentioned in B above.
C. The Committees for the IGU shall
promote the objects of the Union in
their respective countries with specific
reference to international aspects. They
shall diffuse information from the
Executive
Committee
to
the
geographers in their country and report
every four years to the Executive
Committee about their activities and the
state of geography in their country. The
Committees for the IGU shall nominate
delegates to represent them at meetings
of the Union. Each Committee for the
IGU, either singly or jointly with one or
more other Committees for the IGU, has
the right to submit to the Union, for
discussion, questions within the
objectives of the Union as defined in
Section I. B.
D. In addition to full membership of the
Union there shall be a class of associate
members. If the development of
geographical studies or the number of
geographers is insufficient to make
possible the formation of a Committee
for the IGU as laid down in C above,
any group of three or more persons may
constitute themselves a Committee and
apply for associate membership. The
Executive Committee of the Union may
submit to the General Assembly
recommendations for the acceptance or
the
continuance
of
associate
membership or for transfer of associate
members to ordinary membership.

E. In order to maximize the Union's
contacts with geographers throughout
the world there shall be a class of
corresponding
members.
These
members may be either individuals or
institutions.
F.

Upon recommendation of the executive
committee, the general assembly may
authorize the admission of non-voting
Corporate Sponsors to the union.
Corporate Sponsors may be academic
institutions, government agencies, notfor-profit organizations, or private firms
that support the goals and programs of
the International Geographical Union.
The dues for IGU Corporate
Sponsorship shall be set at the time of
admission and may be adjusted from
time to time by the IGU Executive
Committee.

III. The General Assembly
A. The work of the Union shall be decided
by a meeting of the General Assembly
of the delegates appointed by the
member countries adhering to the
Union or at other times by a postal
ballot of the delegates from member
countries in good standing registered
with the IGU Secretariat.
The General Assembly shall hold an
ordinary meeting, normally about once
every four years, whenever possible at
the time and place of an International
Geographical Congress. A General
Assembly normally will have two or
more sessions on different days. The
date and place of the meeting shall be
determined by the General Assembly at
its previous meeting or, if not so
determined, arranged by the Executive
Committee. An extraordinary meeting
of the General Assembly may be called
by the president in consultation with the
Executive Committee and must be
called on written request from at least
half the member countries. At least four
503
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months' notice must be given of all
meetings of the General Assembly.
B. An Executive Committee consisting of
a President, Vice Presidents, and a
Secretary-General and Treasurer shall
be elected by the General Assembly or
by postal ballot.
C. All individuals present who are fully
registered as attending a Congress may
attend the meetings of the General
Assembly and take part in the
discussion without power of voting
except as hereinafter provided. The
President of the Union may also invite
to attend meetings of the General
Assembly, in a consultative capacity,
representatives of international or
national scientific and scholarly
institutions and other appropriate
scientists and scholars.
D. The Agenda for the meeting of the
General Assembly shall be fixed by the
President in consultation with the
Executive Committee and shall be
circulated to Committees for the IGU of
adhering member countries at least four
months before the opening of the
meeting. A matter not appearing on the
agenda may be raised by a delegation
with the approval of the Executive
Committee; a decision arising from
such an item may only be taken in a
following session of that General
Assembly.
E. Resolutions upon scientific matters
shall be decided by a majority of the
votes cast by individuals fully
registered as attending the Congress
who are personally present at the
meeting of the General Assembly.
F.

Resolutions on matters of an
administrative character shall be
decided on a vote taken by countries of
the Union represented at the General
Assembly or eligible to vote in a postal
ballot, each country having one vote. A

decision shall only be valid if more than
50 per cent of the possible votes, i.e., of
member countries present at the
General Assembly or eligible to vote via
postal ballot, are cast. Associate and
corresponding members have no vote.
G. In cases of doubt as to the category to
which a question belongs the President
shall decide. Where there is an equal
division of votes the President shall, in
all cases, have a second or casting vote.
IV. The President
The President of the Union shall be elected
by the General Assembly and shall normally
be chosen from among those who have had
experience as elected officers of the Union.
He or she will assume office after the
conclusion of the General Assembly or, if
this is held during a Congress, after the
conclusion of the Congress. He or she will
remain in office until after the conclusion of
the next ordinary meeting of the General
Assembly, or, if a Congress is being held at
the same time, until after the conclusion of
the Congress. He or she is not eligible for reelection as President during the next period.
The retiring President becomes a VicePresident for one further period.
V. The Executive Committee
A. Members of the Executive Committee
serve in an individual capacity.
The Executive Committee shall consist
of the President, the immediate past
President, eight other Vice Presidents
and a Secretary General.
B. In addition to the President and to the
retiring President, who becomes a Vice
President for one further period, the
eight Vice-Presidents shall be elected
by the General Assembly or by postal
ballot. They have specified duties: They
shall stimulate activities and coordinate
IGU
Commissions
while
also
representing the Union and furthering

504
- 503 -

contacts within their own regions. One
Vice-President shall act as a
Publications Officer. The number of
Vice Presidents may be modified by a
vote of the General Assembly on a
proposal of the Executive Committee.
Except as specified in Section V - I of
these Statutes, the Vice Presidents shall
hold office for a period of four years and
each shall be eligible for re-election for
one further period only. The Vice
Presidents shall be chosen as widely as
possible from amongst member
countries of the Union, and at any given
time the Executive Committee shall not
include more than one representative
from any one country. One of the Vice
Presidents shall be appointed by the
Executive Committee as First Vice
President. He or she shall take the place
of the President should the President be
unable, temporarily or otherwise, to act.
If the retiring President is unable to
become a Vice-President, the IGU
Executive Committee may designate
one of the existing Vice-Presidents to
replace the retiring president for the
subsequent four-year period only.
C. Except as specified in Section V - J of
these Statutes, a Secretary General shall
be elected at a General Assembly or by
postal ballot for a period of four years
and shall normally be chosen from
among those who have had experience
as elected officers of the Union. He or
she shall be eligible for re-election for
one further four-year period only. The
Secretary General shall also act as
Treasurer and shall maintain a
permanent administrative office or
secretariat. With the approval of the
Executive Committee and in order to
provide for the efficient administration
of the Union's affairs, he or she may
arrange for an Assistant Secretary
General or Assistant Treasurer. The
Secretary
General
shall
make
arrangements for the publication of a
Bulletin or other means of keeping
geographers informed, through their

Committees for the IGU, of the
activities of the Union and for the
circulation
of
information
on
publications sponsored or assisted by
the Union.
D. In the case of any vacancy occurring
amongst its members, the Executive
Committee shall have power to fill it.
Any person so appointed shall hold
office until the next meeting of the
General Assembly, which should
proceed to a definite election for the
following period only.
E. Membership
of
the
Executive
Committee shall be unpaid but
members shall be entitled to traveling
expenses and subsistence allowances
for attending meetings of the Executive
Committee on scales determined, as
from time to time may be necessary, by
the Executive Committee.
The Executive Committee shall meet
during each International Geographical
Congress and at such times and places
as the President in consultation with the
Secretary General shall determine.
There shall be at least one meeting
between congresses at which the
program proposed for the next congress
shall be considered. The Chair of the
Organizing Committee of the Congress
or his or her representative shall be
invited to this meeting for joint
consideration of appropriate matters.
F.

It is the task of the Executive
Committee to monitor new trends and
developments in the field of
geographical education and research, to
bring these to the knowledge of the
committees of the IGU and to take all
action required to ensure an optimal
participation of the Union in
international science programs. Further
duties of the Executive Committee shall
include those which have been
entrusted to it from time to time by the
General Assembly, and in particular:
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•
•

•
•

•
•
•

the preparation of the Agenda for
the General Assembly;
the consideration of invitations for
general and regional congresses
and
the
formulation
of
recommendations thereon for
decision by the General Assembly;
collaboration with the organizers of
the international congresses;
the consideration of items
submitted by Committees for the
IGU for inclusion in the agenda of
the General Assembly;
the establishment of special or
temporary committees or task
forces for particular tasks;
the approval of Commissions to
examine defined geographical
problems.
the conferment, on behalf of the
International Geographical Union,
as a mark of distinction, of special
honors on persons who have
achieved particular distinction or
who have rendered outstanding
service for the international
community of geographers.

G. In the August 2008 election for the IGU
Executive Committee, four Vice
Presidents shall be elected for single
terms of six years (2008-2014)
duration; the four Vice Presidents so
elected shall not be eligible for reelection as IGU Vice Presidents at the
conclusion of their terms in 2014. In the
August 2008 election, four Vice
Presidents shall be elected for terms of
four years duration (2008-2012); the
four Vice Presidents so elected will be
eligible for re-election as Vice
Presidents for one additional four year
term (2012-2016) upon the completion
of their original terms in 2012. From
2014 onward, four IGU Vice Presidents
will be elected every even calendar
year, and those elected will serve terms
of four years, being eligible for election
for no more than two consecutive terms.

H. In the August 2008 election for the IGU
Executive Committee, the IGU
Secretary General and Treasurer will be
elected for a single term of two years
(2008-2010) duration; the individual so
elected shall be eligible for re-election
as IGU Secretary General and Treasurer
upon completion of his or her original
term in 2010 for one additional term or
four years only (to 2014). From 2014
onward, an election for IGU Secretary
General and Treasurer will be held
every fourth year, and those elected will
serve terms of four years, being eligible
for election as Secretary General and
Treasurer for no more than two
consecutive terms.
VI. Commissions
Commissions shall be established for the
study of a specific problem or for the
accomplishment of a task which requires
international collaboration. Commissions
shall promote individual and group research
work, encourage the exchange of relevant
documents and information, and organize
conferences,
meetings
and,
where
appropriate, field excursions, both between
Congresses and during International
Geographical Congresses.
A. The establishment of a new
Commission may be proposed by a
member country or by the Executive
Committee. The proposal, including a
statement of objectives and a program
of work, should reach the Executive
Committee at least nine months before
the time of meeting of the General
Assembly. The objectives of the new
Commission should be precisely
defined. The proposal should be
accompanied by a suggested list of the
future chair and possible steering
committee members. It shall then be
discussed and may be approved by the
Executive Committee.
B. Commissions are clustered in thematic
fields, each coordinated by a Vice-
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President. Commissions are renewable
depending on evidence of activity and
continued relevance to the objectives of
the Union. In exceptional cases, an
earlier termination or change in task and
leadership is possible if the majority of
member countries agree on the basis of
a letter ballot.
C. A Commission shall consist of a Chair
and a Steering Committee normally
consisting of not more than ten other
members, each of whom shall serve for
approximately four years and be
eligible for reappointment for a second
term of similar length. From among its
steering committee members a
Commission may designate, if it
wishes, a Vice Chair and a Secretary.
Normally, there shall not be more than
one member from any one adhering
country. The Chair shall normally be
appointed by the General Assembly; the
list of steering committee members
shall be approved by the Executive
Committee. No person shall be a
member of the steering committee of
more than one Commission. The
Commission may co-opt an appropriate
number of members. In the event of a
vacancy in the chair occurring between
General Assemblies, a new chair shall
be appointed by the Executive
Committee having regard to the
recommendation of the members of the
Commission Steering Committee.
Vacancies in the Steering Committee of
a Commission occurring after the
approval of the list by the Executive
Committee may be filled by resolution
of the Commission.
D. A Commission may organize its work
by establishing sub committees on
special problems.

E. Commissions may apply to the
Executive Committee for grants of
funds to enable them to carry out their
work. The financial liability of the
Union is limited to the grants made and
approved by the Executive Committee
that will divide available funds over the
clusters.
F.

A Commission may undertake research
contracts and may request grants from
national or international, or other
appropriate,
organizations.
Commissions
must
inform the
Executive Committee of the action
taken and the results achieved.

G. A Commission may publish the results
of its work or may collaborate in joint
publications.
Each Commission shall prepare a
concise report on its work which should
be submitted to the Secretary General
for the Executive Committee at least
nine months before the next ordinary
meeting of the General Assembly. The
report should include an account of the
work carried out, the methods used, and
the results obtained together, when
appropriate, with a program of further
research. The report shall be distributed
to each Committee for the IGU and
discussed in open meeting during the
International Congress. The combined
presentation, discussion and publication
of reports by several Commissions may
be arranged. The General Assembly, on
the recommendation of the Executive
Committee, decides whether the
activities of a Commission justify the
renewal of its appointment.
H. The maximum term of service on a
Commission for a chair or steering
committee member in any capacity
shall be twelve years.
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VII. Finance
A. Countries may adhere to the Union in
one of the following fifteen categories.
Each adhering country shall pay
annually as a minimum the number of
subscription units proper to its category
in accordance with the following scale:
Category

A

B

C

D

E

Units

1

2

3

5

7

Category

F

G

H

I

J

Units

9

12

15

20

25

Category

K

L

M

N

O

Units

30

35

40

45

50

B. Each country applying for membership
of the Union shall specify in which
category it wishes to be classed. For
each country the organization which
adheres to the Union shall be
responsible for the payment of the
contributions. Every country in arrears
with its contributions shall be reported
to the General Assembly. Any adhering
member of IGU, which is in arrears for
three years, shall have observer status
until the outstanding dues are paid.
C. Associate member countries of the
Union shall pay such annual
contributions as the General Assembly
may from time to time determine.
D. Corresponding members pay annual
dues decided upon by the Executive
Committee.
E. The Secretary General shall prepare a
statement of accounts of income and
expenditure for each of the years
intervening between two General
Assemblies. He or she shall also
prepare, on behalf of the Executive
Committee, an estimate of the budget
for the period intervening between one
General Assembly and the next. A
Finance Committee, nominated for the
purpose by the General Assembly, shall

examine the accounts for the preceding
years and the budget estimates and shall
report on these matters to the General
Assembly. The Finance Committee
may make recommendations for change
in the membership categories of
countries. Following its examination of
the budget and of the Finance
committee's report, the General
Assembly shall fix the amounts of the
subscription unit from full members and
of the annual dues from associate
members and also the currency or
currencies in which the payment will be
made.
The income of the Union is derived
primarily from:
•
•
•
•
•
•

contributions by members;
subventions
from
other
organizations;
sale of publications;
gifts and donations;
congress
and
conference
registration fees;
research grants.

The income is to be devoted primarily
to:
•

•

•
•

•

the cost of administration,
including the maintenance of the
Secretariat and the meetings of the
Executive Committee;
the expenses of publications issued
under the direction of the Union
and specifically authorized by the
Executive Committee;
subventions toward the expenses of
Commissions;
subventions toward the cost of
organization
of
International
Geographical Congresses, and of
regional meetings, especially in
regions where the responsible
organizations need help in
organizing geographical studies;
contributions toward the cost of
research undertaken under the

508

- 507 -

•

direction, or with the approval, of
the Union;
the cost of cooperation with ICSU,
ISSC and other organizations,
including dues.

Any surplus may be used as the General
Assembly may direct to advance the
general purposes of the Union as
determined by Article I. Funds derived
from donations and grants shall be used
by the Union with due regard to the
wishes expressed by the donors. Any
country which withdraws from the
Union resigns by this act its right to
share in the assets of the Union.
F.

The Union has a Geography Promotion
and Solidarity Fund, the aim of which is
to further geography and to support
geographers, especially from less
equipped countries. The Fund is
governed by a Board appointed by the
Executive Committee.

G. The Secretary General in his capacity of
Treasurer shall keep accurate accounts
and records of all financial transactions.
He or she shall arrange for the accounts
to be audited annually.
H. At each International Congress or
Regional
Conference,
a
sum,
established
by
the
Executive
Committee, is to be included in the
registration fee of all participants and
transferred to the Treasurer within six
months of the conclusion of the
Congress or Conference.
VIII.

Internal Regulations

A. The General Assembly may draw up
internal regulations for the conduct of
its business, the general duties to be
assigned to the members of the
Executive Committee and, in general,
for all matters not provided for in the
Statutes.

B. Similarly, each Commission may draw
up regulations for the conduct of its own
business. Such regulations shall be
approved by the Executive Committee
and no regulation shall be made which
is contrary to the terms of the Statutes.
C. The working languages of the Union
shall be English and French.
There shall be no discrimination as
regards race, ethnic group, citizenship,
religion, sex or political opinion within
the Union or in the meetings organized
by it or held on its behalf.
D. As a member of ICSU, the IGU follows
ICSU guidelines on the free circulation
of scientists.
IX. The International Geographical

Congress

A. An international geographical congress
shall, if possible, be held approximately
every four years.
B. Invitations shall be addressed to the
Secretary General by member countries
of the Union or by groups of member
countries offering to act as hosts, and
the acceptance of an invitation shall be
by vote of the General Assembly by
adhering countries of the Union. A
General Assembly may accept
invitations for the two next succeeding
Congresses.
C. When an invitation has been accepted,
the organization and financing of the
Congress shall, subject to the other
provisions stated in Article IX, be the
responsibility of the host country or
countries. However, the Executive
Committee shall advise on the program
planned for the Congress. It shall be the
responsibility of the host country or
countries that:
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•
•

•
•

suitable facilities are provided for
the meeting of the General
Assembly;
provision shall be made for the
meetings of the Executive
Committee and for the functioning
of the Secretariat;
facilities in time and space shall be
made available for meetings of
Commissions of the Union;
outline proposals for the Congress
arrangements shall be submitted to
the Executive Committee at least
two years in advance of the date of
the Congress. The Executive
Committee shall satisfy itself that
the proposals are compatible with
the Statutes of the Union. A
representative of the Organizing
Committee of the next Congress
shall normally be invited to attend
the meeting of the Executive
Committee at which the proposals
are considered, and the host
country shall be asked to invite a
member or members of the
Executive
Committee
for
consultation.

D. The Secretary General shall inform
member countries of the Union of the
location of the next International
Geographical Congress and of the
address of the organizers. Thereafter
communication may be directed
between Committees for the IGU or
individuals and the Organizing
Committee of the next Congress.
E. The working languages of an
International Geographical Congress
shall be English and French. With the
approval of the Executive Committee
the language of the host country may be
used in discussions provided that
appropriate translation facilities have
been arranged.
F.

The Executive Committee may accept
invitations for regional conferences or
other international meetings of a more

restricted character or for special
purposes or may itself sponsor or
organize such meetings.
G. A general international geographical
congress or regional conference shall be
open to delegates from all members of
the Union and to individuals both from
member countries and from countries
which are not members.
The organizing committee of an
international geographical congress or
meeting may be invited to report on its
activities to the General Assembly.
After the conclusion of the congress or
meeting, the organizing committee shall
submit a final report to the Executive
Committee.
X. Affiliation of Other Scientific

Institutions

A. The International Geographical Union
may offer affiliation to other
international
associations
having
cognate interests, provided the aims,
objects and constitution of such
associations are compatible with those
of the International Geographical
Union. The relations with the affiliated
organizations may have a thematic or a
regional character.
B. The Executive Committee of the
International Geographical Union,
having satisfied itself that the Statutes
of the Association proposed for
affiliation satisfy these conditions, shall
recommend to the General Assembly
that affiliation be granted.
C. The International Geographical Union
and the affiliated association shall
continue as independent bodies having
their own statutes, organization and
finance. The degree of collaboration
shall be left for mutual arrangement
between the respective executive
bodies.
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D. The affiliation terminates when the
General Assembly of the Union or the
affiliated organization so decides and
the other organization has been duly
informed.
XI. Duration

of Convention
Modifications

and

A. The duration of the Union is not limited.
B. No change shall be made in the terms of
the present Statutes without the
approval of more than one half of the
votes cast at the General Assembly or
by postal ballot by the adhering
countries of the Union eligible to vote.
C. In the case of the dissolution of the
Union, voted and agreed by at least two
thirds of the adhering countries of the
Union, the available funds shall be
given by the General Assembly to one
or more scientific or scholarly
institution.
D. The French and English texts shall be
given equal weight in deciding the
meaning to be given to the articles of the
present Statutes.
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Union Géographique Internationale
Statuts
Révisés á le10 March 2008
I. Dénomination, Objectifs et Siege
de l'Union
A. L'Union Géographique Internationale,
communément appelée l'UGI, est une
organisation scientifique internationale,
non-gouvernementale et sans but
lucratif.
B. L'Union Géographique Internationale a
pour but:
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

de favoriser l'étude des problèmes qui
concernent la géographie;
de susciter et de coordonner les
recherches géographiques exigeant une
coopération internationale et de
favoriser leur discussion scientifique et
leur publication;
d'assurer
la
participation
des
géographes
aux
activités
des
organisations de recherche scientifique
internationales qui les concernent;
de favoriser la collecte et la diffusion
des données géographiques et de la
documentation géographique dans et
entre tous les pays membres;
d'assurer les réunions des Congrès
internationaux de géographie, des
Conférences régionales entre les
Congrès internationaux de géographie
et les autres réunions destinées à servir
les buts de l'Union;
de participer à toute autre forme de
coopération internationale dans le but
de faire progresser la recherche en
géographie et son application;
de promouvoir, au plan international, la
compatibilité des méthodes et la
standardisation de la nomenclature et
des symboles utilisés en géographie.

C. L'Union Géographique Internationale
adhère au Conseil International pour la
Science (CIUS) et le reconnaît comme
un organisme de coordination et de
représentation pour l'organisation
internationale des sciences.
D. L'Union Géographique Internationale
adhère au Conseil International des
Sciences Sociales (CISS) et le reconnaît
comme un organisme de coordination et
de représentation pour l'organisation
internationale des sciences sociales.
E. Le siège de l'Union est le lieu où réside
le Secrétaire général.

II. L'Appartenance à l'Union
A. Les membres de l'Union sont des Etats
appelés ici pays. A cette fin, on
considère comme pays un territoire où
la vie scientifique est organisée de façon
autonome. L'admission d'un pays
comme membre de l'Union constitue
une reconnaissance non pas de son
statut politique, mais seulement de son
niveau scientifique. Dans le doute, l'avis
du CIUS est sollicité. Tous les pays
membres jouissent des mêmes droits et
sont astreints aux mêmes obligations, à
l'exception des cas prévus plus loin.
Dans chaque pays l'adhésion à l'Union
peut être sollicitée par un Comité de
l'UGI, une Académie, un Conseil de la
recherche ou toute institution similaire,
ou par des sociétés scientifiques, ou un
groupement de telles institutions ou
sociétés, ou encore, dans certains cas
spéciaux, par le Gouvernement
représenté par un Ministère intéressé.
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Toute demande d'adhésion est adressée
au Secrétaire général, examinée par le
Comité exécutif et soumise à la décision
de l'Assemblée générale.
B. Un Comité de l'UGI, pleinement
représentatif des géographes, est
constitué dans chaque pays adhérant à
l'Union. Il est créé sur l'initiative ou
avec
l'appui
des
institutions
mentionnées ci-dessus en B.
C. Les Comités de l'UGI encouragent,
dans leurs pays respectifs, les buts de
l'Union, en accordant une importance
particulière
à
leurs
aspects
internationaux. Ils doivent diffuser les
informations venant du Comité exécutif
aux géographes de leurs pays et
présenter tous les quatre ans un rapport
au Comité Exécutif concernant leurs
activités et l'état de la géographie dans
leurs pays. Les Comités de l'UGI
désignent les délégués chargés de les
représenter aux Assemblées de l'Union.
Chaque Comité de l'UGI, soit seul, soit
de concert avec un ou plusieurs autres
Comités de l'UGI, a le droit de
soumettre à l'Union, pour discussion,
des questions en rapport avec les buts de
l'Union tels qu'ils sont définis Section
I.B.
D. Outre les membres titulaires de l'Union,
il existe une catégorie de membres
associés. Si, dans un pays, le
développement
des
études
géographiques ou le nombre des
géographes ne permet pas de constituer
un Comité de l'UGI dans les conditions
prévues en C, un groupement de trois
personnes ou plus peut prendre
l'initiative de se constituer en Comité et
demander la qualité de membre associé.
Le Comité exécutif de l'Union peut
soumettre à l'Assemblée générale des
recommandations pour l'acceptation ou
la prolongation de la qualité de membre
associé ou pour l'admission de membres
associés dans la catégorie des membres
titulaires.

E. L'Union comporte aussi des membres
correspondants soit individuels ou
institutionnels dans le but d'améliorer
les contacts avec des personnes ou des
institutions importantes isolées.
F.

Sur recommandation du Comité
exécutif, l’Assemblée générale peut
autoriser l’admission de personnes
morales dans l’Union n’ayant aucun
droit de vote. Ces personnes morales
peuvent être des universités, des
agences
gouvernementales,
des
organisations à but non lucratif ou des
entreprises privées qui soutiennent les
objectifs et programmes de l’Union
Géographique Internationale. Les
cotisations de ces personnes morales
sera défini au moment de leur admission
et pourra être ajusté à l’occasion par le
Comité exécutif de l’UGI.

III. L'Assemblée Générale
A. Les travaux de l’Union sont décidés au
cours d'une réunion de l'Assemblée
générale des délégués désignés par les
pays adhérant à l'Union ou à tout autre
moment par un scrutin postal des
délégués des pays membres dûment
inscrits auprès du Secrétariat de l'UGI.
L'Union
réunit
normalement
l'Assemblée générale ordinaire environ
une fois tous les quatre ans, si possible
au même moment et au même endroit
qu'un
Congrès
géographique
international. Une Assemblée générale
comporte normalement deux sessions
ou davantage réparties sur plusieurs
jours. L'époque et le lieu sont arrêtés par
l'Assemblée générale précédente, ou, si
tel n'a pas été le cas, fixés par le Comité
exécutif. Une Assemblée générale
extraordinaire peut être convoquée par
le Président en accord avec le Comité
exécutif; elle doit être convoquée sur la
demande écrite d'au moins la moitié des
pays membres. La convocation à toutes
les réunions de l'Assemblée générale
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doit être envoyée au moins quatre mois
à l'avance.
B. Un Comité exécutif comprenant un
Président, des Vice-présidents, et un
Secrétaire-général et Trésorier doit être
élu par l’Assemblée générale ou par
scrutin postal.
C. Tous les participants individuels à un
Congrès qui sont régulièrement inscrits
et présents peuvent assister aux
réunions de l'Assemblée générale et
prendre part aux discussions sans
posséder le droit de vote, sauf
exceptions indiquées ci-dessous. Le
Président de l'Union peut aussi inviter à
assister, à titre consultatif, aux séances
de
l'Assemblée
générale,
des
représentants d'institutions scientifiques
ou universitaires, internationales ou
nationales, ainsi que d'autres savants
intéressés.
D. L'ordre du jour de l'Assemblée générale
est fixé par le Président en accord avec
le Comité exécutif et communiqué aux
Comités de l'UGI des pays adhérents au
moins quatre mois avant l'ouverture de
la session. Une question ne figurant pas
à l'ordre du jour peut être soulevée par
une délégation avec l'approbation du
Comité exécutif; la décision concernant
une telle question ne peut être prise que
lors d'une session ultérieure de cette
Assemblée générale.
E. Les
résolutions
concernant
les
questions scientifiques sont adoptées à
la majorité des votes émis par les
participants régulièrement inscrits au
Congrès et personnellement présents à
la réunion de l'Assemblée générale.
F.
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Les
résolutions
concernant
les
questions de caractère administratif
sont adoptées à la suite d'un vote par
pays membres de l'Union, représentés à
l'Assemblée générale ou en droit de
voter par scrutin postal, chaque pays
disposant d'une voix. Pour être valable,
une résolution doit réunir plus de 50

pour cent des votes des pays membres
présents à l'Assemblée générale ou en
droit de voter par scrutin postal. Les
pays membres associés et les membres
correspondants n'ont pas le droit de
vote.
G. En cas de doute sur la catégorie dont
relève une question, la décision
appartient au Président. Dans tous les
cas de partage égal des voix, la voix du
Président est prépondérante.

IV. Le Président
Le Président de l'Union est élu par
l'Assemblée générale et est normalement
choisi parmi les personnalités dont
l'expérience est attestée par l'exercice de
fonctions électives dans l'Union. Il ou elle
entre en fonction après le clôture de
l'Assemblée générale, ou, si cette dernière a
lieu pendant le Congrès, après la clôture du
dit Congrès. Il ou elle reste en fonctions
jusqu'à la clôture de la prochaine Assemblée
générale, ou, si un Congrès a lieu en même
temps, jusqu'à la clôture du dit Congrès. Il
ou elle n'est pas rééligible comme Président
pour la période suivante. Le Président
sortant devient un des Vice-Présidents pour
une nouvelle période.

V. Le Comité Exécutif
A. Les membres du Comité exécutif
agissent à titre personnel.
B. Le Comité exécutif est constitué par le
Président, le Président sortant, huit
autres Vice-Présidents et un Secrétaire
général.
C. En dehors du Président et du Président
sortant, qui devient Vice-Président pour
une nouvelle période, les huit VicePrésidents seront élus par l’Assemblée
générale ou par scrutin postal. Ils ont
des tâches déterminées. Ils doivent
stimuler et coordonner les activités des
Commissions de l'UGI, représenter
l'Union et développer ses contacts dans
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la région. Un Vice-Président devra
prendre en charge le Service des
Publications. Le nombre des VicePrésidents peut être modifié par un vote
de
l'Assemblée
générale,
sur
proposition du Comité exécutif. Sauf
spécifié dans la Section V - I de ces
Statuts, les Vice-Présidents restent en
fonction pour une période de quatre ans
et sont rééligibles ensuite, mais pour
une seule nouvelle période. Les VicePrésidents sont choisis pour représenter
aussi largement que possible les pays
membres et, à aucun moment, le Comité
exécutif ne peut comprendre plus d'un
représentant de chaque pays. Un des
Vice-Présidents est désigné par le
Comité exécutif comme premier VicePrésident. Il ou elle remplace le
Président quand celui-ci est empêché,
temporairement ou non. Si le Président
sortant n’est pas en mesure de devenir
un Vice-président, le Comité exécutif
de l’IGU pourrait désigner un des Viceprésidents actuels pour remplacer le
président sortant uniquement pour la
période de quatre ans à venir.
D. Sauf spécifié dans la Section V - J de
ces Statuts, un Secrétaire général est élu
à l'Assemblée générale ou par scrutin
postal pour une période de quatre ans et
doit normalement être choisi parmi
ceux qui possèdent une expérience en
tant qu’officiels élus de l’Union. Il ou
elle est rééligible pour une seule
nouvelle période de quatre ans. Le
Secrétaire général fait aussi fonction de
Trésorier et il entretient un bureau
administratif
permanent
ou
un
secrétariat. Avec l'accord du Comité
exécutif et pour rendre plus efficace la
gestion de l'Union, il ou elle peut se
faire aider par un Secrétaire général ou
un Trésorier adjoints. Le Secrétaire
général s'occupe de la publication d'un
Bulletin et de l=information des les
géographes, par l'intermédiaire des
Comités de l'UGI, sur les activités de
l'Union,
et
de
la
diffusion
d'informations
concernant
les

publications
faites
sous
la
responsabilité ou avec l'aide de l'Union.
E. Le Comité exécutif peut pourvoir aux
vacances qui surviendraient en son sein.
Toute personne désignée dans ces
conditions demeure en fonctions jusqu'à
la réunion de l'Assemblée générale
suivante qui procède à une élection
régulière valable seulement pour la
prochaine période.
F.

Les fonctions de membre du Comité
exécutif ne comportent pas de
rétribution; mais les membres ont droit
au remboursement des frais de voyage
et de séjour pour participation aux
réunions du Comité, suivant un barème,
révisé s'il en est besoin de temps en
temps par le Comité exécutif.
Le Comité exécutif se réunit pendant
chaque
Congrès
géographique
international et en tous temps et lieux
que le Président fixe après avoir pris
l'avis du Secrétaire général. Une
réunion au moins a lieu entre les
Congrès pour examiner le programme
du prochain Congrès; à cette réunion est
convié le Président du Comité
d'organisation du Congrès, ou son
représentant, pour l'examen en commun
des questions afférentes.

G. Le Comité exécutif a pour but de
développer de nouvelles voies et
activités dans le domaine de
l'enseignement et de la recherche
géographiques, de les faire connaître
aux Comités de l'UGI et de prendre
toutes mesures nécessaires pour assurer
la meilleure participation de l'Union aux
scientifiques
programmes
internationaux. En outre, le Comité
exécutif exécute les tâches qui lui sont
confiées par l'Assemblée générale, et en
particulier:
•

la préparation de l'ordre du jour de
l'Assemblée générale;
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•

•
•

•
•
•

l'examen des invitations pour les
Congrès généraux et régionaux et
la
préparation
des
recommandations à leur sujet pour
décision par l'Assemblée générale;
la
collaboration
avec
les
organisateurs
des
Congrès
internationaux;
l'examen des diverses questions
soumises par les Comités de l'UGI
en vue de leur inscription à l'ordre
du jour de l'Assemblée générale;
la création de Comités spéciaux ou
temporaires pour des tâches
particulières;
l’approbation de Commissions
pour examiner des problèmes
géographiques spécifiques.
l'attribution, à titre honorifique, au
nom de l'UGI, de distinctions
spéciales à des personnes ayant
accompli des travaux éminents ou
ayant rendu des services émérites
au profit de la communauté
géographique internationale.

H. Lors de l’élection d’août 2008 du
Comité exécutif de l’IGU, quatre Viceprésidents doivent être élus pour des
mandats uniques d’une durée de six ans
(2008-2014); les quatre Vice-présidents
effectivement élus ne doivent pas être
en droit d’être réélus en tant que Viceprésidents de l’IGU à la fin de leurs
mandats en 2014. Lors de l’élection
d’août 2008, quatre Vice -présidents
doivent être élus pour des mandats
d’une durée de quatre ans (2008-2012);
les
quatre
Vice-présidents
effectivement élus seront en droit d’être
réélus en tant que Vice-présidents pour
un mandat supplémentaire de quatre ans
(2012-2016) à la fin de leurs mandats
initiaux en 2012. A partir de 2014,
quatre Vice-présidents de l’IGU seront
élus chaque année calendaire paire, et
les élus serviront des mandats de quatre
ans, étant en droit d’être élus pour un
maximum de deux mandats consécutifs.

I.

Lors de l’élection d’août 2008 du
Comité exécutif de l’IGU, le Secrétairegénéral et Trésorier de l’IGU sera élu
pour un mandat unique d’une durée de
deux ans (2008-2010) ; la personne
effectivement élue doit être en droit
d’être réélue en tant que Secrétairegénéral et Trésorier à la fin de son
mandat initial en 2010 pour un mandat
supplémentaire
de
quatre
ans
uniquement (jusqu’à 2014). A partir de
2014, une élection du Secrétairegénéral et Trésorier de l’IGU se tiendra
tous les quatre ans, et l’élu servira un
mandat de quatre ans, étant en droit
d’être réélu en tant que Secrétairegénéral et Trésorier pour un maximum
de deux mandats consécutifs.

VI. Commissions
A. Les Commissions sont créées pour
étudier des questions précises ou pour
accomplir des tâches qui requièrent une
collaboration internationale. Elles
favorisent les recherches individuelles
ou collectives, facilitent des échanges
de documents et d'informations,
organisent des conférences, des
rencontres et éventuellement des
travaux de terrain, à la fois entre les
Congrès et pendant les Congrès
géographiques internationaux.
B. Tout pays membre ou le Comité
exécutif peuvent proposer la création
d'une Commission nouvelle. Le projet,
comprenant une définition des objectifs
et un programme de travail, devrait
parvenir au Comité exécutif au moins
neuf mois avant l'Assemblée générale.
L'objet de la nouvelle Commission doit
être délimité avec précision. Le projet
devrait être accompagné d'une liste
proposant le Président et des membres
éventuels d=un Comité de Direction. Il
est alors discuté par le Comité exécutif
et pourra être approuvé par le Comité
exécutif.
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C. Les Commissions sont regroupées en
ensembles thématiques, chacun étant
coordonné par un Vice-Président. Les
Commissions sont renouvelables en
fonction de l'évidence de leur activité et
de l=utilité de leurs objectifs pour
l'Union. Dans des cas exceptionnels la
majorité des pays membres peut, par un
vote écrit, conclure avant terme le
travail d'une Commission ou modifier
ses objectifs ou sa présidence.
D. Une
Commission
comprend
normalement un Président et un Comité
de Direction comprenant au maximum
dix autres membres, approuvés pour
une première période d’environ quatre
ans, renouvelable une deuxième fois
pour une période semblable. Parmi les
membres du Comité de Direction, une
Commission peut, si elle le désire,
nommer un Vice-Président et un
Secrétaire. Normalement, elle ne
devrait pas compter plus d'un membre
par pays adhérent. Le Président est
normalement désigné par l'Assemblée
générale; la liste des membres du
Comité de Direction est approuvée par
le Comité exécutif. Personne ne peut
être membre du Comité de direction de
plus
d'une
Commission.
La
Commission peut s'adjoindre par
cooptation un certain nombre de
membres. En cas de vacance de la
Présidence, entre deux Assemblées
générales, un nouveau Président est
désigné par le Comité exécutif, sur
proposition des membres du Comité de
Direction de la Commission. Une
décision de la Commission peut
pourvoir au remplacement des
membres, en cas de vacance dans le
Comité de Direction de la Commission,
survenant après l'approbation de la liste
par le Comité exécutif.
E. Une Commission peut organiser son
travail en créant en son sein des souscommissions sur des questions
particulières.
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F.

Les Commissions peuvent solliciter du
Comité exécutif des subventions ou des
fonds destinés à l'exécution de leurs
tâches. La responsabilité financière de
l'Union est limitée aux subventions
accordées et approuvées par le Comité
exécutif qui partage les fonds
disponibles entre les ensembles de
Commissions.
Les Commissions peuvent conclure des
contrats de recherche et solliciter des
subventions auprès d'organisations
nationales ou internationales, ou
d'autres organismes. Les Commissions
doivent rendre compte au Comité
exécutif de ses démarches, puis des
résultats obtenus.

G. Une Commission peut publier les
résultats de leurs recherches ou
collaborer à des publications.
H. Chaque Commission prépare un bref
rapport de son travail qu'il fait parvenir
au Secrétaire général du Comité
exécutif au moins neuf mois avant
l'Assemblée générale suivante. Le
rapport doit comporter un compte rendu
des travaux réalisés, des méthodes
adoptées, des résultats acquis, ainsi
qu'un programme des recherches
ultérieures, s'il est jugé utile. Ce rapport
est diffusé auprès de chaque Comité de
l'UGI et discuté au cours d'une réunion
très largement ouverte à l'occasion du
Congrès international. La présentation,
la discussion, la publication des
rapports peuvent être faite en commun
par
plusieurs
Commissions.
L'Assemblée générale décide, sur
proposition du Comité exécutif, si le
renouvellement d'une Commission est
justifié par son activité.
I.

La durée maximale de service d'un
membre d’une Commission ne peut
excéder douze années pour un Président
ou un membre du Comité de Direction.

VII.

Finances
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A. Tous les pays adhérant à l'Union
comme membres titulaires sont répartis
entre les quinze catégories suivantes.
Chaque
pays
adhérent
paie
annuellement au minimum le nombre
d'unités de souscription correspondant
au numéro de sa catégorie, suivant le
barème ci-après.
Category

A

B

C

D

E

Units

1

2

3

5

7

Category

F

G

H

I

J

Units

9

12

15

20

25

Category

K

L

M

N

O

Units

30

35

40

45

50

B. Tout pays demandant son adhésion à
l'Union doit spécifier dans quelle
catégorie il souhaite être classé. Dans
chaque pays l'organisation qui adhère à
l'Union est responsable du paiement de
la contribution. Tout pays dont les
contributions sont en retard fait l'objet
d'un rapport à l'Assemblée générale.
Quand un pays membre n'a pas payé ses
cotisations pendant trois années
consécutives, il est réduit au statut
d'observateur, jusqu'à ce que les arriérés
aient été soldés.
C. Les pays membres associés de l'Union
paient une cotisation annuelle fixée, et
susceptible d'être modifiée, par
l'Assemblée générale.
D. Les
membres
correspondants
(institutionnels et individuels) paient
une cotisation annuelle fixée par le
Comité exécutif.
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Le Secrétaire général prépare un état
des recettes et des dépenses pour
chacune des années de la période
comprise entre deux Assemblées
générales. Au nom du Comité exécutif,
il ou elle prépare un budget prévisionnel
pour la période comprise entre une
Assemblée générale et la suivante. Un

Comité financier, nommé à cette fin par
l'Assemblée générale, est chargé de
vérifier les comptes des exercices
précédents et d'étudier les propositions
budgétaires. Il soumet, sur ces
questions, des rapports à l'Assemblée
générale. Le Comité financier peut
proposer des changements de catégories
pour certains pays. Après avoir examiné
le budget et le rapport du Comité
financier, l'Assemblée générale fixe le
taux de la part contributive unitaire des
membres titulaires et les redevances
annuelles des membres associés, ainsi
que la ou les monnaies dans lesquelles
le paiement doit être effectué.
E. Les recettes de l'Union proviennent
essentiellement:
•
•
•
•
•
•

des contributions des membres;
des subventions accordées par
d'autres organismes;
de la vente des publications;
de dons et de donations;
de droits d'inscription aux congrès
et aux conférences;
de crédits de recherche.

Les recettes doivent être tout d'abord
consacrées à payer:
•
•

•
•

•

les dépenses d'administration, y
compris l'entretien du Secrétariat et
les réunions du Comité exécutif;
les frais des publications faites sous
la direction de l'Union et
explicitement autorisées par le
Comité exécutif;
les subventions aux Commissions;
les subventions pour l'organisation
des
Congrès
géographiques
internationaux et des rencontres
régionales, en particulier dans les
régions où les organismes
responsables ont besoin d'aide pour
l’organisation
des
études
géographiques;
éventuellement, des contributions
aux frais de recherches entreprises
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•

sous la direction ou avec l'accord
de l'Union;
les frais liés à la coopération avec
le CIUS, le CISS et d'autres
organismes, y compris les
cotisations.

L'excédent peut, avec l'agrément de
l'Assemblée générale, être utilisé pour
faire avancer les buts généraux de
l'Union, définis à l'article premier. Les
ressources provenant de dons et de
subventions sont utilisées par l'Union en
tenant compte des désirs exprimés par
les donateurs. Tout pays qui se retire de
l'Union abandonne de ce fait ses droits
à l'actif de l'Union.
F.

L'Union dispose d'un "Fonds de
Solidarité et de Promotion de la
Géographie" dont le but est de
développer la géographie et d'aider les
géographes, en particulier ceux des
pays les moins riches. Le Fonds est géré
par un Bureau nommé par le Comité
Exécutif.

G. Le Secrétaire général en sa qualité de
Trésorier tient des comptes détaillés et
les archives de toutes les transactions
financières. Il ou elle veillera à ce que
les
comptes
soient
vérifiés
annuellement.
H. A chaque Congrès international ou
Conférence régionale, une contribution,
fixée par le Comité exécutif, sera
incluse dans les frais d'inscription de
tous les participants; elle sera transférée
au Trésorier de l'Union dans les six
mois après la clôture du Congrès ou de
la Conférence.

VIII.

Règlements Internes

A. L'Assemblée générale peut édicter des
règlements internes concernant, soit la
conduite de ses travaux, soit les tâches
générales qui incombent aux membres
du Comité exécutif, soit, en général,

tous les objets non
Statuts.

prévus dans les

B. De même, chaque Commission peut
élaborer des règlements pour la
conduite de ses propres travaux. Ces
règlements doivent être approuvés par
le Comité exécutif, aucun d'eux ne
pouvant contenir des prescriptions
contraires aux termes des Statuts.
C. L'Anglais et le Français sont les langues
de travail de l'Union.
D. Aucune discrimination de race, de
groupe ethnique, de nationalité, de
religion, de sexe ou d'opinion politique
n'est admise dans l'Union ni dans les
réunions quelle organise ou tenues sous
son patronage.
E. En tant que membre du CIUS, l'UGI
adhère à ses directives concernant la
libre circulation des scientifiques.

IX. Le Congrès
Géographie

International

de

A. Un Congrès géographique international
doit être tenu tous les quatre ans
environ, si possible.
B. Les propositions doivent être adressées
au Secrétaire général par les pays
membres ou les groupes de pays
membres qui offrent de recevoir le
Congrès. L'acceptation de l'invitation
fait l'objet à l'Assemblée générale d'un
vote par les pays membres titulaires de
l'Union. Une Assemblée générale peut
accepter des invitations pour les deux
prochains Congrès.
C. Quand l'offre du pays hôte a été
acceptée,
l'organisation
et
le
financement du Congrès sont de la
responsabilité du ou des pays hôtes,
sous condition des autres dispositions
de l=Article IX. Toutefois le Comité
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exécutif se réserve un droit d'avis sur le
programme proposé pour le Congrès. Il
est de la responsabilité du ou des pays
hôtes :
•
•

•

•

de prendre les dispositions
nécessaires en vue des réunions de
l'Assemblée générale;
de prendre les dispositions
nécessaires pour les réunions du
Comité
exécutif
et
le
fonctionnement du Secrétariat;
de prendre les dispositions
nécessaires pour assurer un horaire
et des locaux aux réunions des
Commissions de l'Union;
de soumettre ses propositions en
vue de l'organisation du Congrès au
moins deux ans à l’avance au
Comité exécutif qui doit s'assurer
que ces propositions sont en accord
avec les statuts de l'Union.
Normalement un représentant du
Comité d'organisation du pays hôte
est convié à la réunion du Comité
exécutif où ces propositions sont
examinées et le pays hôte doit
consulter un ou plusieurs membres
du Comité exécutif.

D. Le Secrétaire général informe alors les
pays membres du lieu du prochain
Congrès international de géographie et
de l'adresse des organisateurs. Les
Comités de l'UGI des pays membres ou
les particuliers peuvent ensuite
communiquer directement avec le
Comité d'organisation du prochain
Congrès.
E. Les langues de travail d'un Congrès
international sont l'anglais et le français.
Avec l'accord du Comité exécutif la
langue du pays invitant peut être utilisée
dans les discussions à condition que
soient prévues des traductions.
Le Comité exécutif peut accepter des
invitations
à
des
Conférences
régionales ou à d'autres réunions
internationales de caractère plus

restreint ou avec des buts précis; il peut
lui-même patronner ou organiser de
telles réunions.
F.

Les
Congrès
géographiques
internationaux généraux, aussi bien que
les Conférences régionales, sont ouverts
aux délégués de tous les pays membres
de l'Union et à d'autres personnes
appartenant à des pays membres de
l'Union ou à des pays non-membres.

G. Le Comité d'organisation d'un congrès
ou d'une rencontre géographique
internationale peut être invité à rendre
compte de ses activités à l'Assemblée
générale. Après la fin du Congrès ou de
la rencontre, le Comité d'organisation
doit adresser un rapport final au Comité
exécutif.

X. Affiliation d'Autres Institutions
Scientifiques
A. L'Union Géographique Internationale
peut proposer l'affiliation à d'autres
associations
scientifiques
internationales dont les intérêts lui sont
apparentés, à condition que les
aspirations, les objets et les
constitutions de telles associations
soient compatibles avec ceux de l'Union
Géographique Internationale. Les liens
avec les organisations affiliées peuvent
être de nature régionale ou thématique.
B. Le Comité exécutif de l'Union
Géographique Internationale, après
s'être assuré que les statuts de
l'Association proposée pour l'affiliation
satisfont à ces conditions, conseille à
l'Assemblée
générale
d'accorder
l'affiliation.
C. L'Union Géographique Internationale et
les associations affiliées continuent à
être des institutions indépendantes,
pourvues de leurs propres statuts,
organisations et finances. Le degré de
collaboration fait l'objet d=accords
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mutuels entre les organes exécutifs
respectifs.
D. L'affiliation
prend
fin
quand
l'Assemblée générale de l'Union ou de
l'organisation affiliée le décide après en
avoir dûment prévenu l'autre partie.

XI. Durée de la
Modifications

Convention

et

A. La durée de l'Union n'est pas limitée.
B. Aucun changement ne pourra être
apporté au texte des présents statuts
sans l'approbation de plus de la moitié
des votes des pays membres de l'Union
en droit de voter à l'Assemblée générale
ou par scrutin postal.
C. En cas de dissolution de l'Union, votée
par l'Assemblée générale à la majorité
des deux-tiers des voix de l'ensemble
des pays adhérents, les fonds
disponibles seront attribués par
l'Assemblée générale à une ou plusieurs
organisations scientifiques.
D. Les textes français et anglais font foi de
façon égale pour l'interprétation à
donner aux articles des présents statuts.
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