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1. Membership

1.A Committee 2012-2016

Chair
Institution

Professor Céline Rozenblat University of Lausanne, celine.rozenblat@unil.ch
Switzerland

Associated Chairs

\ Name Institution Email
Professor Adrian Aguilar UNAM, Mexico adrian@servidor.unam.mx
Dr. Daniel O'Donoghue Canterbury Christ Church daniel.donoghue@canterbury.ac.uk
University, United Kingdom

Steering Committee

\ Name Institution Email
Prof. Ludger Basten Ruhr-University, Germany ludger.basten@tu-dortmund.de
Professor Liliane Buccianti- Université Saint-Joseph de Ibarakat@usj.edu.lb
Barakat Beyrouth, Lebanon
Dr. Nico Kotze University of Johannesburg, South  nicok@uj.ac.za
Africa
Dr. Keisuke Matsui University of Tsukuba jiji@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp
Dr. Lidia Mierzejewska Adam Mickiewicz University, mierzeja@amu.edu.pl
Poland
Professor Petros Petsimeris  University Paris 1, France petros.petsimeris@wanadoo.fr
Dr. Maria Jose Pineira- University of Santiago de mariajose.pineira@usc.es
Mantinan Compostella, Spain
Professor lvan Townshend University of Lethbridge, Canada towni0@uleth.ca
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Young Scholars Committee Members
\ Committee Member Address E-Mail
Dr Niamh Moore University College Dublin, Ireland Niamh.Moore@ucd.ie
(Chair)
Dr Tetsuya Ito University of Rissho, Japan tetsudeu@ris.ac.jp
Dr Maria Jose Pineira University of Santiago de mariajose.pineira@gmail.com
Mantinan Compostela, Spain
Dr. Tomoko Kubo Gifu University - Japan tmk200430258@yahoo.co.jp
1.B Members

The status of « member » requires the person to have attended at least 2 of the last 6
commission’s meetings. The membership list is updated every 4 years in order to elect the
next commission’s project. The update of 2015 reveals an increase of people attending
regularly: 64 people came at least twice since 2010 (see the table below).

Number of attendances

4 6 ota

BRASIL 3 1
CANADA 2 1

CHINA 2 1

CZECH REPUBLIC 1

DENMARK 1

FRANCE 1
GERMANY
INDIA

IRELAND
ISRAEL
JAPAN
LEBANON 1
LUXEMBOURG 1
MEXICO
POLAND
SOUTH AFRICA
SPAIN
SWITZERLAND
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TOTAL 31 13 10 6 4 64

The table identifies this group of 64 people coming regularly. They constitute the core of the
Urban commission. They come from 19 countries and contribute and participate very
actively to its debates.

In total, 265 different people attended our own meetings over the past 6 years at least once,
coming from a total of 44 different countries (not counting each person several times).

The commission mailing list (iguurban@unil.ch) counts 640 subscribers (28th February 2016).
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2. Meetings

Each year between 2012 and 2016, the Urban commission organized events in at least 2
meetings:

- the annual meeting of the Commission

- sessions included in regional meetings or the IGC

Annual Urban Commission meetings
Year on year, we collectively decided a common procedure to organize our annual
meetings:
1- The local organizers propose a special topic.
2- We also invite contributions on the topics of the Commission’s program 2012-2016:
- Technological Innovation and Creative Activities in Cities
- Complex Urban Systems
- Contested Social Spaces
- Creating Sustainability
- Dilemmas of Ageing Cities
- Increasing Insecurity
- Urban Heritage and Conservation
- Urban Governance

= These topics and their precise concepts and theoretical foundations are the basis of
discussions during meetings and evolve over the lifespan of the commission.

3- Since 2014, we decided to invite 1 or 2 keynote speakers (1 local, 1 international).

4- Urban field trips are organized during the meeting. They are included in the conference
fees.

5- A pre or post-conference field trip is proposed to the meeting participants. They have to
pay supplementary fees to attend.

6- A business meeting is held during each annual meeting, which encouraging debates on
future projects of the commission. Any decisions are voted upon by people in attendance.

7- As far as possible, the Urban Commission annual meetings take place in the same
country as the regional meetings or IGC. However, it was not always possible to identify
venues in the same country and other proposals were selected, by a public vote during the
Business Meeting, usually two years in advance.

Participation to the Regional meetings and IGC

The committee participated actively in the general meetings organized by the IGU. Each
year, we proposed a list of themes according to the commission program (6 for 2012, 8 from
2013 to 2015, 10 for 2016). We organized the numerous sessions in cooperation with the
congress organizers and also held a business meeting at each event.

Every year, we co-organized several joint sessions with other IGU commissions (see the
details below).
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2.A.1 Main facts about Urban Commission Annual meetings (2012-2015)

Dortmund, August 2012: 60 papers from 20 countries
Organized by: Ludger Basten, Lienhard Loetscher
Special topic: Transformation of the Urban + 14 thematic sessions

COUNTRY PEOPLE COUNTRY PEOPLE COUNTRY PEOPLE
BELGIUM 1 | GREAT BRITAIN 1 | LUXEMBOURG 1
BRAZIL 1 | GERMANY 6 | POLAND 5
CANADA 4 | INDIA 1| SOUTH AFRICA 5
CHINE 4 | IRELAND 1 | SAUDI ARABIA 1
DENMARK 1 | ISRAEL 2 | SPAIN 10
FINLAND 1| JAPAN 10 | SWITZERLAND 2
FRANCE 2 | LEBANON 1

Johannesburg/Stellenbosch, July 2013: 75 papers from 16 countries
Organized by: Niko Kotse, Ronnie Donaldson

Special topic: Life in a changing urban landscape + 18 thematic sessions

Keynote speakers: Sue Parnell

COUNTRY PEOPLE ~ COUNTRY PEOPLE COUNTRY PEOPLE
BRAZIL 2 | JAPAN 2 | SPAIN 8
CANADA 1 | LEBANON 2 | SWITZERLAND 1
FRANCE 3 | MEXICO 2 | TURKEY 1
GREAT BRITAIN 2 | POLAND 3 | ZIMBABWE 1
GERMANY 1 | PORTUGAL 1

ITALY 1| SOUTH AFRICA 44 | TOTAL 75

16 COUNTRIES

Poznan, August 2014: 87 papers from 20 countries
Organized by: Jerzy Paryzek, Lidia Mierzejewska

Special topic: Restructuring post-communist cities + 21 thematic sessions
Keynote speakers: Peter Nijkamp, Marek Ziétkowski

COUNTRY PEOPLE COUNTRY PEOPLE COUNTRY PEOPLE

ALGERIA 1| INDIA 4 | RUSSIAN FEDERATION 3
BRAZIL 9 | IRELAND 2 | SOUTH AFRICA 8
CANADA 4 | ISRAEL 2 | SERBIA 1
CHILE 6 | JAPAN 7 | SPAIN 5
FRANCE 5 | LEBANON 1| SWEDEN 1
GREAT BRITAIN 3 | MEXICO 5| SWITZERLAND 4
GERMANY 2 | POLAND 14 | TOTAL 87
20 COUNTRIES

Dublin, August 2015: 86 papers from 27 countries

Organized by: Niamh Cherry-Moore

Special topic: Urban resilience and environment + 20 thematic sessions

Keynote speaker: Rob Kitchin

COUNTRY PEOPLE COUNTRY PEOPLE COUNTRY PEOPLE
ARGENTINA 1| IRELAND 10 | PORTUGAL 1
BELGIUM 1|ITALY 1| ROMANIA 1
BRAZIL 10 | JAPAN 8 | SAUDI ARABIA 1
CANADA 3 | LEBANON 1| SOUTH AFRICA 10
CHINA 5 | LUXEMBOURG 1| SPAIN 5
EGYPT 1| MEXICO 4 | SWITZERLAND 4
FRANCE 6 | NETHERLANDS 1| UNITED KINGDOM 2
GERMANY 4 | NEW ZEALAND 2 | USA 1
INDONESIA 1| POLAND 1| TOTAL 86

27 COUNTRIES
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2.A.2 Main facts about participation in the Regional congresses and IGC

(2012-2015)

IGC Cologne - August 2012

In total the urban Commission was involved in 7 sessions (35 papers):
- 4 ordinary sessions,
- 2 co-organized sessions with the Commission on Transport Geography,
- 1 special session on Urbanization in China.

IGC Kyoto - August 2013

The Urban Commission organized 20 sessions (80 papers).

The contributors came from 25 countries. A selection of papers was published in an English book
edited by Maseteru Hino and Yun Tsutsumi supported by the Association of Japanese Geographers.

COUNTRY PAPERS COUNTRY PAPERS COUNTRY PAPERS

Argentina 1 | Hungary 1 | Slovakia 1
Australia 1| India 7 | Spain 2
Brazil 2 | Iraq 1 | Switzerland 2
China 12 | Italy 1 | Taiwan 2
Czek Republic 1 |Japan 23 | Thailand 1
France 6 | Mexico 1 | United Kingdom 2
Germany 2 | Poland 2 | United States 4
Hong Kong 2 | Russian Federation 2 | Viet Nam 1

IGC Krakow - August 2014
In total, the Urban Commission organized 24 sessions (100 papers). It included 3 joint sessions and 3
special sessions.

COUNTRY PAPERS COUNTRY PAPERS COUNTRY PAPERS

Belgium 1| India 8 | Russian Federation 1
Brazil 2 | Iran 2 | Sout Africa 2
China 12 | Italy 1 | Saudi Arabia 1
Czech Republic 1 |Japan 4 | Spain 5
Denmark 1| Korea 1 | Switzerland 1
France 1| Nigeria 1 | Turkey 1
Great Britain 1| Poland 10 | Ukraine 1
Germany 1 | Portugal 1| TOTAL 60

23 COUNTRIES
IGC Moscow - August 2015
In total, the Urban Commission organized 38 sessions (190 papers) and 1 thematic conference.

COUNTRY PAPERS COUNTRY PAPERS COUNTRY PAPERS COUNTRY PAPERS

Algeria 1| Germany 6 | Nigeria 3 | South Africa 7
Australia 3 | India 38 | Peru 1 | Spain 8
Austria 1|Iran 3| Poland 2 | Switzerland 2
Brazil 6 | Israel 5 | Republic of Korea 1 | Taiwan 3
Canada 3| ltaly 4 | Romania 4 | Uganda 1
Chile 3| Japan 6 | Russian Federation 36 | Ukraine 1
China 19 | Lithuania 1 | Saudi Arabia 1 | United Kingdom 2
France 5 | Mexico 7 | Serbia 2 | United States of America 5
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Synthesis of the numbers of papers in the Commission meetings, Regional

congresses and IGC
All commission meetings 2012-2015 and participations to IGC since 2013 (not including Cologne
meeting where we did not gain representative statistics).

COUNTRY Commission  IGC Total COUNTRY Commission
Meetings Meetings

Algeria 1 1 2|Luxemburg 2 2
Argentina 1 1 2|Mexico 11 8 19
Australia 4 4|Netherland 1 1
Austria 1 1|New Zealand 2 2
Belgium 2 1 3|Nigeria 4 4
Brazil 22 10 32(Peru 1 1
Canada 12 3 15|Poland 14 14 28
Chile 3 3|Portugal 2 1 3
China 15 43 58|Republic of Korea 1 1
Czech Republic 2 2|Romania 1 4 5
Denmark 1 1 2|Russian Federation 3 39 42
Egypt 1 1/Saudi Arabia 2 2 4
Finland 1 1{Serbia 1 2 3
France 16 12 28|Slovakia 1 1
Germany 13 9 22|South Africa 67 9 76
Hong Kong 2 2|Spain 28 15 43
Hungary 1 1/Sweden 1 1
India 5 53 58|Switzerland 11 5 16
Indonesia 1 1{Taiwan 5 5
Iran 5 5|Thailand 1 1
Iraq 1 1|Turkey 1 1 2
Ireland 13 13{Uganda 1 1
Israel 4 5 9|Ukraine 2 2
Italy 2 6 8|United Kingdom 8 5 13
Japan 27 33 60|United States of America 1 9 10
Korea 1 1|Viet Nam 1 1
Lebanon 5 5|Zimbabwe 1 1
Lithuania 1 1

Subtotal 333 632

+ Cologne +35 +35




i1cu [\®Jrban Geography

UGI o WEBSITE: http://www.igu-urban.com/
% N Eommlssmn
2012-2016

2.C.1 Commission Annual Meeting in Shanghai and IGC Beijing (2016)

Shanghai, August 15-20 2016 — Urban Commission annual meeting

Co-organized by the Urban Geography Commission IGU (IGU-C12-39), East China Normal University
& Center of Urban Studies and Urban Planning, The University of Hong Kong, and Urban Geography
Committee, Geographical Society of China (UGC-GSC)

CONFERENCE VENUE: East China Normal University, 3663 North Zhongshan Rd., Shanghai, 200062

Keynote speakers:

- Allen SCOTT (Distinguished Research Professor, University of California — Los Angeles)
CURRENT DEBATES IN URBAN THEORY: A CRITICAL ASSESSMENT

- Fulong WU (Professor of Planning, Bartlett School of Planning, University College London
UNDERSTANDING THE CHINESE CITIES AND ITS IMPLICATION FOR THE URBAN THEORY

Call for abstracts with a special focus on Governing Globalizing Cities
+ 11 revised themes of the commission :

1- Complex Urban Systems and processes of cities’ transformation
2- Technological innovations, creative activities in cities

3- Innovative and smart building and transportation in cities

4- Polycentrism, small and medium size cities

5- Sustainable to resilient cities

6- Shrinking and aging Cities

7- Urban Governance, planning and participative democracy

8- Contested Social Spaces

9- Subjective/objective Well-Being in cities

10- Urban Heritage and Conservation

11- New concepts and methods in urban studies

(Streaming and record of some sessions in collaboration with the Digital Campus of Complex Science
CS-DC UNESCO: the request was sent one month ago and are we waiting to the organizers’
agreement).

Beijing, August 21-26 2016 - IGC
10 themes proposed for the Commission sessions (Streaming and record of some sessions in
collaboration with the Digital Campus of Complex Science CS-DC UNESCO: to confirm)
4 joint sessions with other commissions:
- Cultural aspects of sustainable urban development
with C12.07: Commission on Cultural Approach in Geography
- AWoman’s Place is in the City!
with C12.10: Commission on Gender Geography
- Human Mobility and Urban Vulnerabilities
with C12.17: Commission on Global Change and Human Mobility
- China’s great urban transformation: multidisciplinary research on urban China
with Urban Geography Research Committee, Geographical Society of China;
and Urban China Research Network;
Keynote speaker for IGC: Denise Pumain (Professor University Paris 1, former chair of the commission)
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2.C.2 Planned Future Commission Annual Meetings (2017-2020)

2017:
Commission meeting — Salvador de Bahia

2018:
- Commission meeting — Calgary or Montreal
- Regional conference - Quebec (Canada)

2019:
Commission meeting — Luxembourg

2020:

- Commission meeting — Baleares? Greece? Barcelona? Beirut?
- 1GC conference - Istanbul

3. Networking

Collaboration with other commissions of IGU
Collaboration for sessions during the general IGU meetings 2012-2016:
- C12.07: Cultural Approach in Geography
- C12.10: Gender Geography
- Cl12.14:Geography of the Global Information Society
- C12.17: Global Change and Human Mobility
- C12.30: Mediterranean Basin
- C12.38: Transport and Geography

Co-publication:
- Springer book in homage to Sir Peter Hall with the commission C12.38 Transport and Geography

Project of meetings in collaboration with:
- C12.30 Mediterranean Basin
- C12.38 Transport and Geography

United Nations Habitat
- Bookin preparation for the Habitat Ill — October 2016

Complex Science Digital Campus CS-DC Unitwin UNESCO
Participation to the E-Department TIMES: Territorial Intelligence for Equity and Sustainability
= Possibilities of E-Conferences and E-learning (in progress)
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4. Publications
2016

* Rozenblat C., Pumain D., Velasquez E.: International and Transnational perspective of Urban
systems, in progress with UN Habitat, expected to be published in MIT Press

* R.D. Knowles and C. Rozenblat (eds.), Sir Peter Hall: Pioneer in Regional Planning, Transport
and Urban Geography, SpringerBriefs on Pioneers in Science and Practice 52,

DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-28056-1
2015

* Maseratu Hino and Jun Tsutsumi (eds.) (2015), Urban Geography of Post-Growth Society,
Selected papers of the IGU Urban Geography Commission sessions in the Kyoto Congress
2013, with the support of the Japanese Association of geographers, Tohoku University Press,
Sendai

* Wayne K.D Davies (Ed.) (2015): Theme Cities: Solutions for Urban Problems, Springer
* Moore-Cherry N., Pineira-Mantinan M-J. (2015) Addressing Complex Challenges: Social,
Economic and Cultural Transformations in the City, Young Scholar Vol.4, Santiago de
Compostella: IDEGA, USC and IGU Urban Commission
2014

* O'Donoghue D. P. (Ed.) (2014) Urban Transformations: Centres, Peripheries and Systems.
Selected papers of the IGU Urban Geography Commission 2011 in Canterbury.

* Kotze N., Donaldson N. and Visser G. (2014). Life in a Changing Urban Landscape.
Proceedings of the IGU Urban Geography Commission 2013 in Johannesburg and
Stellenbosch (Urban challenges in a complex world) Edited by the University of
Johannesburg, Johannesburg

* Mierzejewska L., Parysek J. (ed.), 2014. Cities In a Complex World: problems, Challenges and
Prospects. Poznan: Bogucki Wydawnictwo Naukowe (274 p.)

2013

e Pineira Mantinan M.J. & Moore N. ed. 2013, Transforming Cities: Urban Processes and
Structure, Geography Young Scholars Vol. 3. Santiago de Compostela: IDEGA, USC and IGU
Urban Commission.
2012

* Pineira Mantinan M.J. & Moore N. ed. 2012, Changes in the City, Geography Young Scholars
Vol. 2. Santiago de Compostela: IDEGA, USC and IGU Urban Commission.

For future publications, we propose an increased focus on special issues or books that may
be based on the annual meetings according to the specificity of the hosted city. Publications
should be in accordance with special topics announced in the call for papers of future
meetings.

Young Scholar’s annual publication
To download the volumes or papers in PDF format:
http://www.unil.ch/igu-urban/page62286.html
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10



i1cu [\®Jrban Geography

WEBSITE: http://www.igu-urban.com/

UGl .
@ @ommission

5. Archival contribution

The commission’s WEBSITE archives publications from 1984:

http://www.unil.ch/igu-urban/home/menuinst/publications/igu-urban-commission.html

Open diffusion of news on the mailing list: iguurban@unil.ch

Publication and archives of the news on the website homepage:
- World conferences on urban topics
- Positions
- New books

http://www.unil.ch/igu-urban

the “IGU Urban Commission” FACEBOOK Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/274054405156/

FINANCIAL REPORT 2012-2016

Transaction Income

Expenditure

2012 IGU Support to the commission 1,000 USS
Young scholar Price (Tomoko Kubo)
2013 IGU Support to the commission 1,000 USS
Invitation Peter Nijkamp in Poznan 2014
2014 IGU Support to the commission: 1,000 USS
Young scholar Price (Charles Albert-Bohan)
2015 IGU Support to the commission: 1,000 USS
Invitation Allen Scott in Shanghai 2016 (flight ticket)

BALANCE 4,000 USS

1,000 USS

1,000 USS

1,000 USS

Expected 1,000 USS

4,000 USS

11
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6.A Name
Commission of Urban Geography
Urban Challenges in a Global World
2016-2020
6.B Mission

The Urban Commission is designed to encourage geographical research on the new Urban
Challenges emerging in an increasingly Complex World, and to further the exchange of
findings among urban geographers from many countries. Cities, with their distinctive
processes and problems, are major features of the modern world.

Hence the commission will use a comparative global context to focus on their properties, the
social, economic and environmental issues they pose, and to evaluate the utility of political
and societal solutions to their problems. Comparisons themselves will continue to be
debated following the current debates developed nowadays in the highest ranked journals
of urban geography.

Multidisciplinary approaches are increasing in urban studies, and the commission will
promote the specific contribution of the geographical methods and concepts. Geographic
urban issues focus on how such features as differential spatial proximity, segregation,
cohesion, environmental and governance factors are transforming the character and vitality
of urban places and are creating new challenges that need to be overcome. Particular
attention are paid to the use of multi-scale approaches in analysing changes and to such
features as: the differential diffusion of innovations, hierarchies, networks, concentrations,
segregations, and renovations, etc. in altering both urban systems and the internal
structures of cities. We will especially encourage the development of new concepts and the
involvement of geographers in new digital methods using Big Data to improve knowledge
and comprehension on cities.

Given this perspective, the current proposal is built upon the work of the 2012-2016 Urban
Commission. It will continue the efforts to improve democratic and participatory practices
inside the commission, which has been supported by a dynamic and interactive website,
allowing for more bottom-up initiatives, and encouraging younger scholars to attend
meetings.

The commission 2016-2020 aims at developing further collaborations inside the IGU and
different activities, publications and meetings with continental and international
associations dealing with urban issues. It will promote geography and urban geographers in
different spheres of education, research and policies.

12
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Three issues for Urban Geography

In order to focus debates, the commission proposes a starting point of a rational based on
three main conceptions of urban evolution:

I- Inter-dependent urban systems

ll- Diversity between and within cities

lll- Sustainability and Equity

These 3 main domains lead to a proposal for 11 critical issues that will frame researchers’
contributions and encourage debate. The critical issues will evolve year after year leading to
a more complete renewal in 4 years.

I- Inter-dependent Urban Systems. Increasingly, a few hundred city regions account for

much of the world's consumption and production, just as a few hundred large
corporations now dominate most of the world's trade, and sites of production. More
and more people live within huge agglomerations. One result is that these core cities
(the ‘World Cities’) are increasingly connected in many ways: by more rapid, more
intense, and spatially extensive linkages of information, goods and money, as well as
migration and tourism. Large corporations link distant cities into the same global
strategies, and international agencies encourage states to co-operate in international
governance. At the same time the intense interaction supports greater variation in
economic and political roles among cities. Small and medium cities are sometimes
“shrinking” but are always more dependent on the central large metropolises in order to
connect with the rest of the world. These urban concentrations pose some key
guestions that are intrinsically urban and geographical: What are the nodes, structures
and functions of these emerging urban networks? How can we locate each city within
this multinational allocation of economic activity and control? These issues are
especially relevant to problems of economic competition, development, and innovation
since the networks transmit ideas, and the cities foster the innovations. This is not only
a global issue, because each continent and each country contains similar networks.
Clearly, we need to investigate whether these new networks are shaped by deep-seated
structural processes, such as the market or individual choice, or through deliberate
national and regional policies in the diverse regions of the world.

IlI- Diversity between and within Cities. The most striking feature of urban life is the
compartmentalization of jobs, of social groups, and of land use, including workplaces
and homes. Inevitably, these specialized activities are separated spatially both, among
cities in a world division of labour, and inside urban areas by cluster formation and the
increasing segregation and specialization of places. The new complexity of multi-scale
interactions implies a world in which more and more of the population is exposed to this
type of specialization and spatial structure that shapes urban behaviour and lifestyles.
Many cities are becoming more unequal and more specialized, as well as multi-layered,
in terms of social class and ethnicity. As a result cities differ in employment
opportunities and exhibit distinctive forms of poverty, as well as providing opportunities
that attract migrants from rural areas and other cities, while they also vary in their
ability to preserve the heritage of their historic past. Rapid urban growth often creates

13
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an imbalance between the population and the city’s resources of housing and
infrastructure and reduces the quality of life of its citizens. Economic integration and
new immigration can bring insecurity, or accelerate spatial change and conflict within
the city. In many cities crime, disease, and environmental degradation overwhelm the
public sector. The study of the regularities in these processes has become a staple of
urban geographic research over the years. It has led the proposed urban commission to
reposition spatial diversity within multi-scale, multi-level and multi-dimensional urban
processes.

lll- Sustainability and Equity. Sustainability and equity are crucial to allow harmonized
urban developments in the future. Geographers have always been leaders in the study
of urban sprawl and the associated pollution, transportation, and infrastructure
difficulties that result as well as the problems produced by environmental disasters. But
the new concept of sustainability, which has emerged as one of the key societal
concerns of the last decade, has provided important new perspectives, through
attempts to diminish the consumption of non-renewable resources, and reduce
pollution and sprawl, whilst meeting the basic needs and aspirations of present and
future generations. However, the processes of new urban concentrations, new compact
forms and the renewal of cities, often create less equity, resulting in more social
injustice and less security. Urban geographers in the new commission can help in our
understanding of these problems by monitoring the increasingly influential efforts by
individual cities around the world to build more environmentally and socially
sustainable urban environments in the search for more just cities.

Eleven specific Urban Challenges

Within these broad themes, eleven research critical issues and areas have been identified, in
order to more closely focus the work of the proposed commission. These questions include
both theoretical and applied issues derived from the general title of ‘Urban Challenges in a
Complex World’. Each meeting will focus on one or two of these topics, although not
exclusively, to ensure that emerging new ideas from specific members can also be dealt
with. Debates and collective publications will be encouraged on these specific topics in order
to elaborate the issues.

1- Complex Urban Systems and processes of cities’ transformation

Urban systems have seen radical changes in recent decades and will continue to do so. How are
various national, continental and global urban systems changing - particularly in relation to such
features as city size, economy, migration, interaction, linkage, communication, transport and control
functions? What processes and differential development paths are involved and how have different
government policies affected these changes? Previous Urban Commissions have produced a large
body of work on the urban systems of individual countries. This work will be extended to incorporate
updated national and international comparisons and recognise the accelerated growth of a limited
number of global command centres in the highly connected world of electronic communications,
finance, trade, and rapid travel. In addition, we must seek solutions for those cities that are left
behind by these changes.

14
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2- Technological innovations, creative activities in cities
Urban economies are evolving quickly, with the growth of the “service” sectors and new activities in
science, technology, commerce, communication, media, art and design. Why do these activities
concentrate in some cities and how do these new “clusters” integrate within existing economic,
social and environmental contexts? Can one identify cycles in these economic trends?

3- Innovative, smart building and transportation in cities
Can we identify “smart cities”? What criteria in terms of governance, planning, economy are needed
to qualify smart cities? As a result of new technologies are all cities become “smart”? Does this
“smart” growth benefit the entire city or does it increase polarisation and fragmentation? Does it
alter the morphology and structure of urban areas and can it lead to new forms of urban society?

4- Polycentrism, small and medium size cities

At national or regional scales, small and medium size cities have very different issues depending on
their proximity to large cities. In remote areas, small and medium size cities often lack higher
education, and advanced services, that lead many young people to leave never to return. These
places find it difficult to attract investment and are often by-passed in favour of larger more
accessible locations. How can these places find new dynamism? Can they counter increasing
concentration in metropolises? Can they provide an alternative approach or insight for sustainable
urban systems? On the other hand if one focuses on a more city-region scale, small and medium size
cities around the metropolises constitute new urban spaces such as “edge” or "edgeless cities” that
remain under the influence of the central metropolis. What is the future of such places? To what
extent are new polycentric patterns emerging and what is the likely impact on sustainability and
spatial equity?

5- Sustainable to resilient cities

Can sustainability be tackled at the urban scale? To what extent should the concept of “resilience” be
considered in association with “sustainability” in order to orient urban policies? What progress is
being made by cities around the world in the development of new programmes and policies to create
more resilience? How can these solutions be evaluated at various spatial scales? What are the
emerging best practices for cities, from smart growth to green solutions etc., at national or regional
scales and what are the problems that restrict progress in implementing more these effective
policies?

6- Shrinking and aging Cities
A serious new problem has emerged in some cities of the developed world. The declining birth rate
of industrialized countries is creating many settlements with increasingly aging and declining
populations. What are the effects of this trend upon the functions and character of these cities,
especially their infrastructures and levels of social provision? What policies are emerging in cities
around the world affected by this problem to cope with these changes? How can so-called “shrinking
cities” manage their future?

7- Urban Governance, planning and participative democracy
It is an unfortunate, but undeniable, fact that most large urban agglomerations are not permitted to
be governed by their citizens. Control over revenues and investments is shared with other levels of
government and/or fragmented among dozens of small municipal units within the metropolitan area.
Inevitably these political arrangements affect the spatial structure of infrastructure and public
services, including planning. We must explore the spatial issues that detract from good urban
governance, and investigate the utility of emerging administrative solutions seen in many countries,
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such as the ‘new regionalism’ that seeks to provide a new spatial solution to the provision of
services. In parallel, citizens are becoming more organized and becoming more active and involved in
decision making at the neighbourhood level. This activism affects the way urban planning functions
and is bound to have impacts on cities’ future. This will also affect urban areas beyond the limits of
the traditional city.

8- Contested Social Spaces

The increasingly multi-layered social and ethnic character of cities has led to more intricate life
spaces within cities, and increased the potential for conflicts among various groups. Since many
communities, made up of either diasporas or cosmopolitans, exhibit strong intra-community
cohesion, this may threaten other communities. How can we measure these new patterns and
changes and make effective international comparisons? Where and when do conflicts emerge? How
can differences between the various actors in these spaces be reconciled, ensuring that local
communities are themselves empowered, rather than simply passive recipients of change from
forces beyond their control? Is it possible for all groups to live in tolerance with one another?

9- Subjective/Objective well-being in cities

In the past, cities survived because of their ability to create secure environments, community
cohesion and they permitted individual self-development for their citizens. In many contemporary
cities, social fragmentation, crime rates, anti-social behaviour, ethnic conflict, huge distance to work,
and environmental issues, threaten to make them less liveable. Apparent solutions such as gated
communities or higher levels of surveillance, which create more private spaces and segregation may
work for some but what of about well-being for all citizens of the city?. How can we best
conceptualize and measure subjective and objective well-being in cities? How do we make
international and national comparisons of cities’ well-being? Can we apply best practice from cities
that have successfully overcome these problems to other cities and societies, as well as linking these
problems to our understanding of the new forms of urban social space?

10- Urban Heritage and Conservation
The distinctive identity of many cities and societies depends upon their historical heritage, as
expressed in their built fabric. How can these identities be understood and interpreted? What are
the policies that support the preservation of these heritages, yet still provide liveable and affordable
spaces in these areas, rather than allowing historic areas and city centres to be overwhelmed by
homogenised tourism? How can heritage and identity be harnessed for the social, economic and
environmental renewal of cities?

11- New concepts and methods in urban studies

As the world changes there seems to be more and more data and more and more things to measure.
There are new forms of economic activity, increasing levels of personal and corporate
communication, increasing mobility of capital and people, increasing levels of internet usage,
increasing levels of e-commerce, and increasing levels of electronic participation in democracy. All of
these have the potential to transform the interurban and intra-urban realms in which we live. Big
data may help our understanding of many urban problems, but there is also a need for increasing
conceptual and methodological sophistication to deal with these changes. New theories, approaches,
methods and techniques are needed if we are to fully understand the urban world of the twenty-first
century.
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6.C Membership of the continuing Urban commission 2016-2020
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