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Editorial 
 
 
I am pleased at last to bring you Volumes 65-66 of the IGU Bulletin which documents activities 
of the Union over the period 2015-16.  As usual it has been a busy time for the Commissions and 
Task Forces, not least because of course 2016 was a Congress year (Beijing, PR China).  The 
activities and events reported on here reflect that, as the IGU approaches its centennial year 
(formally founded in 1922), the organization is busier than ever.  During the two years since the 
last volumes of the Bulletin were published, IGU has gained several new national members, 
including Myanmar, Oman, Samoa, Luxembourg, Ecuador, Venezuela and Bolivia.  There are 
now around 40 Commissions, including a new one on Global Understanding and a new Task Force 
devoted to Young and Early Career Geographers.  The Regional Conference in Moscow in 2015 
was a great success and the IGU Congress in Beijing the largest ever gathering of international 
geographers under the IGU banner.  The Executive Committee continues to work hard, under its 
newly elected President, Professor Yukio Himiyama, to ensure that there is progress in regard to 
the IGU vision of promoting the discipline globally. The Bulletin contains four-yearly summaries 
of Commissions and Task Force activities, reports on the Moscow Regional Conference and the 
Beijing Congress, as well as documenting the outcomes of our General Assembly deliberations.  
I am sure you will find these of interest and that they provide clear evidence that the IGU vision 
is indeed coming into focus. 
 

Éditorial 
 
Il me fait plaisir de vous remettre les volumes 65 et 66 du Bulletin de l'Union Géographique 
Internationale (IGU) et dans lesquels sont présenté les activités ayant eu lieu en 2015-2016. 
Comme d’habitude, cette période a été pleine d’activités au niveau des commissions et des groupes 
de travail. 2016 fut également l’année du congrès international de Pékin, RP de Chine. À mesure 
que l’UGI approche de son centenaire d’existence (formellement fondée en 1922), l’organisation 
est plus occupée que jamais. Depuis la parution des deux derniers volumes du Bulletin, l’UGI 
s’est enchérie de plusieurs nouveaux membres nationaux, y compris le Myanmar, Oman, Samoa, 
le Luxembourg, Équateur, le Venezuela et la Bolivie. Il y a maintenant quelque 40 commissions, 
dont une nouvelle sur la compréhension globale, et un nouveau groupe de travail consacré aux 
géographes en début de carrière.  La conférence régionale de Moscou, en 2015, a été un grand 
succès et le congrès international de l’UGI tenu à Pékin fut le plus grand rassemblement 
international de son histoire. Par ailleurs, le comité exécutif continue de travailler fort, sous le 
nouveau président élu, le professeur Yukio Himiyama, à veiller à ce qu’il y ait des progrès en ce 
qui concerne la vision de l’UGI et à promouvoir la discipline à l’échelle mondiale. D’autre part, 
le Bulletin contient des résumés de quatre dernières années d’activités des commissions et groupes 
de travail, des rapports sur les conférences de Moscou et de Pékin et des comptes rendus des 
délibérations de notre assemblée générale. Je suis convaincu que vous trouverez ce Bulletin 
intéressant et qu’ils témoigneront de la vision de plus en plus claire de l’UGI.   
 
 
ME Meadows 
Secretary-General and Treasurer 
Cape Town, South Africa 
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Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting 

Hyatt Regency Chicago 
19th to 21st April 2015 

	  
 
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and 
Introductions 
 
The meeting was chaired by First Vice-
President Dieter Soyez, who was officiating 
due to the fact the President Kolosov was 
unable to travel to Chicago due to injury.  He 
welcomed Secretary-General Mike 
Meadows and Vice Presidents Joos 
Droogleever-Fortuijn, Jarkko Saarinen, 
Yukio Himiyama, Elena dell’Agnese, RB 
Singh and Iain Hay.  Past President Ron 
Abler was able to participate only fleetingly 
due to an injury to his wife; Vice-President 
Zhou Chenghu tendered his apologies due to 
a family illness. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda 
 
The agenda, prepared and distributed in 
advance of the meeting, was adopted. 
 
Minutes 
 
The minutes of the Cape Town December 
2015 meeting were previously approved via 
email, but were tabled for noting and 
reference. 
 
Organization and Operations 
 

Executive Committee Member reports 
Members submitted written reports of their 
activities and there was brief discussion;  
 

 
relevant matters were referred to the item on 
portfolios and responsibilities.    
 
Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 

2015 onwards 
The second EC meeting of 2015 is to be held 
in Yaroslav, 280km from Moscow.  The 
final schedule is as follows: Arrivals August 
13th, 14th transfer to venue, return to 
Moscow 16th, thereafter attend the IGU 
Regional Conference.  Departures from 
August 22nd 2015.  There was considerable 
discussion regarding the need to visit 
Beijing ahead of the 2016 Conference and it 
was agreed that the President and Secretary-
General should visit the local organizing 
committee during the first week of 
November.  Soyez reported on his 
application for funding for the first 2016 
meeting which has been awarded.  The 
desirability of linking this meeting with 
some kind of international meeting or a 
‘summer school’ was raised and Soyez 
agreed to follow up with appropriate 
colleagues.  The second meeting of 2016 
will be ahead of the 2016 Beijing IGC.  Hay 
reported that he followed up on the idea of a 
meeting coinciding with the Institute of 
Australian Geographers in Brisbane in July 
2017 and noted that there is to be a joint New 
Zealand Geographical Society, Institute of 
Australian Geographers meeting in New 
Zealand in early February 2018 which could 
be an alternative opportunity.  Dell’Agnese 
suggested that there are options also for Italy 
and there is standing invitation from Singh 

Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meetings 
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for holding the meeting in association with 
the annual meeting of Indian geographers, 
usually held in November.   
 

Executive Committee duties and 
responsibilities 

There was further discussion about the 
approved list that was agreed to in the last 
meeting.  In relation to offering publication 
opportunities in open access platforms, it 
was suggested that IGU explore the 
possibility of forging a relationship with an 
appropriate journal, and Meadows agreed to 
approach the editors of Geo in this regard.  
The suggestion of an International 
Geography Day will not be pursued at this 
stage.    
 

Annual report 2014 
The contents were noted, the report has been 
distributed along with the 2015 membership 
invoices. 
 

IGU National Membership update 
Meadows tabled the updated membership 
dues situation.  Invoices for 2015 dues have 
been sent out and subscriptions are being 
credited to the account.  Reminders are to be 
sent out during May-June.  An application 
for full membership by Myanmar has been 
endorsed through a virtual General 
Assembly (email ballot).  There have been 
renewed attempts by Vice-Presidents to 
make contact with National Committees that 
have proved difficult to communicate with.  
One notable recent success is Bulgaria who 
had not paid fees for several years but has 
now reestablished contact.   Soyez has had 
very promising approaches from Oman.  
Luxembourg has also been approached and 
an application appears to be imminent.  
Dell’Agnese reported that there is renewed 
interest from the Latin American countries 
with the possibility of several new members.  
The executive committee members were 
urged to continue to pursue connections with 
National Committees of countries falling 
under their responsibility, at the very least in 
order to ensure that the IGU membership 
database is kept up to date (All).  
 

 

IGU Financial Report and Projection 
Meadows tabled the IGU account statements 
for the year and a summary of expenditure 
and profit/loss over the last five years since 
he has been Secretary-General and 
Treasurer.  The long-term financial situation 
appears to be reasonably sound. 
 

IGU Commission reports 
40 of the 41 commissions and task forces 
submitted reports for 2014 and these are 
under scrutiny by the Commission 
Excellence Award committee.  It was noted 
that there are some inconsistencies in the 
agreed criteria for the excellence award and 
the letter distributed to commissions 
requesting submission of annual reports.  
Droogleever-Fortuijn and Meadows agreed 
to resolve any discrepancies. 
 

IYGU 
Benno Werlen attended to report on recent 
developments with IYGU.  There are many 
lessons that have been learned in the 
process, especially the significant challenge 
of obtaining funding, in particular due to the 
fact that there are so few organisations that 
are in a position to make a financial 
commitment to a global, rather than 
national, initiative.  This means that the 
national and regional action centres will play 
a crucial role in sourcing funds.  Ideally the 
national academies will need to be closely 
involved although these do not always easily 
operate beyond the national scale.  Private 
sector contributions are very difficult to 
mobilise as these usually require personal 
contact to facilitate access and even then are 
only exceptionally able to finance 
international projects.  In terms of the 
proposed study programme component of 
IYGU, there are emerging opportunities 
arising from the observed trend for 
universities to increase their commitment to 
internationalization and development of 
curriculum content related to sustainability.  
There is a clear role that geographers can 
play in taking the lead in global 
sustainability teaching.  Werlen outlined the 
many challenges that have accompanied 
IYGU on the road to the UN and the year has 
not yet been adopted by the General 
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Assembly.  Since postponement to 2017 is 
not an option, alternatives now need to be 
considered and include the possibility of 
UNESCO supporting an International 
Science Year declared jointly by ICSU, 
ISSC, CIPSH and, possibly, the 
International Council for Engineering and 
Technology.  There was discussion 
regarding how IGU can promote the 
activities of IYGU.   The Moscow IGU 
Regional Meeting represents the last 
opportunity to mobilise support among 
geographers for this initiative.       
 

IGU strategy 
There was considerable discussion around 
the negative perception of the IGU that 
exists among geographers and what can be 
done to address this.  The chair of one of the 
IGU national committees has made a 
number of critical observations and 
suggestions.  There are several elements of 
the newly adopted strategy that can address 
some of these concerns; many of them 
related to the lack of communication.  The 
EC agreed that IGU needs to take seriously 
criticism that it is outdated and the 
possibility of an additional meeting 
dedicated entirely to further development of 
the strategic plan was discussed.  There was 
discussion regarding the need for an 
additional EC meeting to further develop the 
IGU strategy; a final decision on this was 
held over to the Yaroslav EC meeting in 
August. 
 

IGU strategy and primary education 
The Commission on Geographical 
Education has made the suggestion that the 
IGU strategy document should also include 
reference to primary education.  This was 
agreed; the Commission itself would 
continue to develop activities that include 
this as a focus. 
      

Early career geographers 
Following discussion of this matter in Cape 
Town, Droogleever-Fortuin outlined the 
need for formal recognition by the IGU.  It 
is proposed that IGU establishes a Special 
Committee for Early Career Geographers, 
the focus of which should be those 

geographers who are aiming at an academic 
career (enrolled PhD students and postdocs 
and early career lecturers).   Suggestions 
were made as to who could be approached in 
order to get the process underway and 
Droogleever-Fortuijn agreed to take the next 
steps.    
 

Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task 
Force 

In the absence of Abler, this item was held 
over to the next EC meeting in Moscow.     
  

IGU Website update 
The website remains fully operational and 
updates across to the Facebook page which 
attracts regular activity and ‘likes’.  The 
imperative of ensuring that the IGU website 
is translated into French and Spanish was 
noted and Meadows agreed to follow this up 
urgently.  
 

IGU Bulletin and eNewsletter update 
The next issue of the Bulletin will be two 
volumes and should be ready in mid-2015 
(Meadows).   Former Vice-President 
Bellezza is currently compiling the next 
issue of the eNewsletter. 
 

IGU publicity material 
Three versions of the new ‘roll-up’ 
(retractable banners) are now available and 
will be on display for the first time at the 
AAG exhibit over the next few days.  Three 
versions of the brochure are also now ready, 
English, French and Spanish.   
 

IGU Thematic conferences 
President Kolosov tabled a proposal for a 
thematic conference on Energy and 
Sustainable Development to be held in 
Baku, Azerbaijan, at a 2017 date yet to be 
finalized (August is recommended) and this 
would be the first of its type. There was 
discussion as to which commissions would 
be interested and it was agreed to consult 
with all of them regarding this once the dates 
are finalized.   IYGU should be added as a 
possible additional theme.  Kolosov is 
requested to follow up on these issues with 
the local organizing committee.  
Dell’Agnese reported that Bolivia is 
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organizing the next EGAL conference in La 
Paz in 2017 and that this would be an 
excellent opportunity for IGU involvement 
provided again that the commissions are 
consulted regarding sessions etc.  In the 
same week, immediately before or after the 
EGAL conference, an IGU thematic 
conference on the theme of ‘Geography and 
Peace’ can be organized with the support of 
the local University.  Steering Committee 
members of the Commission on Political 
Geography has already expressed its full 
support and several other commissions are 
expected to be involved.  There is a need to 
develop more precise criteria as to how a 
‘thematic conferences’ are organized.     
 

Differentiated IGU meeting fees 
The chair of the Gender Commission has 
highlighted the difficulties that some 
members of IGU steering committees, 
especially those from developing countries, 
experience in attending IGU conferences, 
congresses and other meetings.  One 
solution would be to offer reduced fees but 
it was pointed out that the logistical and 
financial problems arising from 
differentiating registration fees are 
substantial. The existing conference travel 
grant programme does in part attempt to 
address the issue and consideration can in 
future be given to travel grant applicants 
who are chairs or members of commission 
steering committees if they are from low-
income countries.  Droogleever-Fortuijn 
agreed to consider this in future travel grant 
allocations and also the suggestion that the 
individual travel grant amounts could be 
lowered to facilitate the subsidy for a greater 
number of individuals.  
 

IGU Africa initiative 
Disappointingly, there is little to report on 
this matter.  A recent communication from 
Soyez to geographers in francophone 
countries had elicited only a very few 
responses.  Communication regarding the 
postponed conference is ongoing but 
without concrete results yet.  It was agreed 
to take this matter up again in association 
with the Moscow Regional Conference as 
there are special sessions organized there 

both for African and Latin American 
geographers. 
   
Cooperation and Outreach 
  
Festivals (including Festival International 

de Géographie FIG) 
Soyez reported that the situation is unclear 
because repeated attempts by Kolosov to 
establish details of IGU involvement in the 
next festival have not been responded to.  
Since Australia is the designated country for 
the 2015 festival, Hay made contact with the 
Chair and Deputy-Chair of the Australian 
National Committee of the IGU and 
established that there has been no 
communication as yet from FIG to the 
community of geographers in Australia.  It 
was agreed that Kolosov should try to follow 
up in person with the local organisers via 
telephone in an attempt to assess the way 
forward.   
 
IGU Representatives on International 
Bodies   
 

ICSU (incl. GeoUnions) and Future 
Earth 

The nomination of Meadows to the ICSU 
Committee on Scientific Planning and 
Review was not successful.  We await the 
outcome of the nomination of Rob Kitchen 
to the committee of the World Data System.  
IGU applications submitted for the 2014 
ICSU grants call were not funded.   Singh 
reported that he is closely involved with 
various key players in the Future Earth 
initiative from an Asian perspective.  
Himiyama noted that there is key 
involvement of geographers in the Japanese 
Future Earth Committee but this situation is 
not as promising in most other countries. 
 

ISSC 
The ISSC General Assembly and World 
Social Science Forum will be held in Durban 
in September 2015; Kolosov and Meadows 
will attend to represent IGU.  The planned 
IGU panel, chaired by Etienne Nel, is on the 
program.  
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EUROGEO, EUGEO 
The joint project on education continues and 
chairs of both the EUROGEO and EUGEO 
will be in attendance at the Moscow 
Regional Conference.  Dell’Agnese will be 
attending the EUGEO meeting in Budapest 
29th August to 3rd September.  There will be 
no formal IGU representation at EUROGEO 
this year. 
 

ICA 
It is not feasible for the IGU executive to be 
represented at the 2015 Rio ICA Congress.   
The joint commission/working group on 
Toponymy will participate. 
 

AAG, RGS and other National 
Associations 

EC members are meeting with the AAG 
council in conjunction with the annual 
meeting. In this regard, Dr. Thomas J. 
Bearwald, Senior Science Advisor and 
Director, Geography and Spatial Sciences 
Program, U.S. National Science Foundation, 
Professor Carol Harden, Professor of 
Geography, University of Tennessee and 
Chair, Geographical Sciences Committee, 
U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences/National Research Council, Dr. 
Mark D. Lange, Study Director, 
Geographical Sciences Committee, U.S. 
National Academy of Sciences/National 
Research Council and Dr. Douglas 
Richardson, Executive Director, 
Association of American Geographers 
attended for a general discussion.  The 
RGS/IBG annual meeting will be held in 
September 2015 in Exeter, UK; IGU 
representation by Vice-President Himiyama 
is intended.  Singh reported that the annual 
meeting of Indian geographers will be held 
this year in Pune in early November.  
 

ISPRS 
It was agreed that no formal representation 
is warranted at the upcoming meetings but 
that the publicity material should be 
circulated and the relevant IGU commission 
chairs should be informed in particular.  
 
 
 

EGAL XV 
Dell’Agnese attended the EGAL XV in 
Cuba and had tabled a detailed report. In 
summary: Latin American geographers are 
abundant (1836 participant only to this 
EGAL), active and well organised. Apart 
from a few cases (like Honduras), they work 
inside international associations (such as 
UGAL), national associations, regional 
associations (more than 50 in Brazil only) 
and international networks, like EGAL 
although they work largely at the “Latin 
American scale”. Unfortunately, relations 
with IGU have proved difficult, quite 
possibly in part because of the language 
difficulty and the perception that IGU is 
elitist and primomundista.   There are 
positive signs regarding a change going 
forward as indicated by the expressed 
interest of existing Latin American members 
(Peru, Mexico) and possible new members: 
Cuba, Dominican Republic and Bolivia to 
officially join the IGU as well as the 
proposed La Paz thematic conference.  It is 
essential that IGU attempts to open a 
dialogue with Latin American geographers 
(in Spanish) and that we stress the 
importance of topics such as poverty, 
sustainable development and critical 
analysis.  A follow-up letter from the IGU 
President should be sent to the chair of the 
local organizing committee of XV EGAL 
indicating IGU support for continued liaison 
(Kolosov).  Formal IGU EC representation 
at the next UGAL (August 2014) meeting is 
not possible because this coincides with the 
Moscow Regional Conference.   
 

YES 
Meng Wang has proposed a YES session at 
the Moscow Regional Conference; EC 
members have been invited to participate 
and should encourage colleagues to 
participate. 
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International Geographical 
Congresses and IGU Regional 

Conferences 
 

Cologne, Germany, International 
Geographical Congress 2012 

The final report is in the final stages of 
editing and is scheduled for publication 
within the next few months.  It is a highly 
detailed documentation of all aspects of the 
event and is planned to be printed and 
distributed free of charge.  The suggestion 
that a link we put from the IGU website to 
the YouTube channel was accepted and if 
the final report can be made into a pdf file of 
modest size this too can be hosted on the 
IGU site.  
 

Moscow, Russia, Regional Conference 
2015 

In the absence of Kolosov the item was not 
discussed in detail.  It is understood that the 
organization is well underway; the number 
of registrations reported suggests a vibrant 
regional conference awaits.     
 

Beijing, China, International 
Geographical Congress 2016 

The closing date for session proposals has 
been extended following representation 
from IGU.  The congress website needs to be 
placed on the IGU website as soon as 
possible (Meadows).  Zhou is to be asked 
specifically for a written report on progress 
for circulation to the Executive Committee 
meeting. 
 

Quebec, Canada Regional Conference 
2018 

Publicity material will be available at the 
IGU booth at the AAG meeting for 
distribution.  Abler and Soyez will be 
attending the Canadian Association of 
Geographers meeting in Vancouver in 2015 
and will set up the IGU display and engage 
in discussion there with the local organizing 
committee.   
 
 
 

Istanbul, Turkey, International 
Geographical Congress 2020 

There is nothing to report at this stage.  
Meadows agreed to write to the local 
organisers to request a written progress 
report to be tabled at the next EC meeting. 
 

Extraordinary International 
Geographical Congress 2022 

Antoine le Blanc and Nathalie Lemarchand 
attended for this item and made a short and 
very well received presentation.  The new 
logo received acclamation from the EC.  The 
intended theme is ‘Time for Geographers’ 
/‘Le temps des Géographes’.  The suggested 
dates are July 18th to 22nd 2022 with the 
major venue being the Sorbonne; the Geo-
Olympiad will be held in the previous week 
organized by Belgian colleagues.  Letters of 
support have already been received from all 
French geographical societies and relevant 
societies in Belgium; support from several 
Parisian administrative authorities has been 
assured and further support is currently 
being sought.  Le Blanc outlined plans for 
presentation of the congress at the Moscow 
Regional Meeting.  
 
Other Business 
 

IGU Lauréats d’Honneur 
Nothing to report at this stage.  No report 
from the Awards Committee has been 
received.       
 
IGU Planet and Humanity Award 2016 

Fincher needs to be consulted regarding the 
status of this nomination. 
 

Joint China, Korea, Japan Geography 
Conference 

There has been an indication that this annual 
meeting be made more formal and to extend 
this to other countries in Asia; there is a plan 
to hold a meeting in Hokkaido following the 
Beijing IGU Congress.  A report of the 
recent meeting is published in the 
eNewsletter 
 
Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 11h45 on 21st 
April 2015.
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Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting 
Ibis Hotel, Yaroslavl, Russia and 

the Lomonosov Moscow State University, Moscow 
14th to 16th August 2015 

 
 

Welcome, Meeting Logistics and 
Introductions 
 
The meeting was chaired by President 
Kolosov who welcomed Secretary-General 
Mike Meadows and Vice Presidents Ron 
Abler, Dieter Soyez, Joos Droogleever-
Fortuijn, Jarkko Saarinen, Yukio Himiyama, 
Elena dell’Agnese, RB Singh and Zhou 
Chenghu. Vice-President Iain Hay tendered 
his apologies. 
 
Adoption of the Schedule and Agenda 
 
The schedule was discussed at some length, 
as there were some changes to the original 
distributed.  Meadows agreed to circulate a 
revised version of the Moscow Regional 
Conference schedule reflecting the additions 
and amendments.  The agenda, prepared and 
distributed in advance of the meeting, was 
adopted with the addition of an item relating 
to ICSU policy on universality of science.  
 
Minutes 
 
The minutes of the Chicago April 2015 
meeting were previously approved via 
email, but were tabled for noting and 
reference. 
 
Organization and Operations 
 
Executive Committee Member Reports 

Members submitted written reports of their 
activities and there was brief discussion; it 
was agreed that a summary of these reports 
should be prepared annually and a more 
extended version for the Beijing Congress.  
 
 

Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 
2016 Onwards 

RB Singh tabled a proposal that the next EC 
meeting be held in association with the 9th 
IGU Conference to be held in Delhi.  
Proposed arrivals on 16th March, EC 
meeting on 17th March, 18th March attend 
the associated IGU conference.  Excursion 
on 19th, departures on 20th March 2016.   
 
The second meeting of 2016 will be held 
prior to the IGU Congress in Beijing.  
Arrivals: Wednesday 17th August 2016, EC 
meeting: 18th and 19th, returning on 
20thAugust 2016.  Conference opening 
ceremony is on Sunday 21st August 2016, 
closing ceremony on Thursday 25th August 
2016.  The need to hold a third EC meeting 
in 2016 was discussed and Soyez agreed to 
explore the possibility of hosting this 
meeting in Germany during the northern 
hemisphere autumn of 2016.  
 

IGU National Membership Update 
Meadows presented an update on the 
national membership situation. Uganda has 
recently established a National Committee 
through the Uganda Geographical 
Association and has paid dues at the 
category A level for 2015.  There are 
ongoing discussions with Bolivia, 
Botswana, Cuba, Ecuador, Luxembourg, 
Oman, Sri Lanka, the UAE and others.   
Executive Committee members are urged to 
continue to pursue connections with 
representatives of countries falling under 
their responsibility, at the very least in order 
to ensure that the IGU membership database 
is kept up to date.  
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IGU Financial Report and Projection 
Meadows presented a summary of the 
financial situation for 2015 in comparison 
with previous mid-year balances.  The long-
term financial situation remains sound.  
Meadows proposed an increase in the annual 
operating grant to the IGU Commissions to 
US$1500 per year from 2016, which the EC 
approved unanimously.   
 

IGU Strategy 
Criticism of the IGU is not new, particularly 
in relation to the cost of attendance at major 
IGU events.  The future ‘thematic’ meetings 
are a positive reaction to this.  The ‘elitist’ 
view of IGU requires a response, perhaps in 
terms of a marketing strategy.  There are 
several ‘soft spots’, for example, Latin-
American and Francophone geographers, 
US and UK geographers and with the 
‘critical’ geographers’ group.  Some venues 
of IGU conferences in the past have been 
particularly problematic. The Moscow 
Regional Conference has special sessions 
devoted to contact with Latin-American 
delegates and those from Africa.  It was also 
agreed that in future the e-newsletter should 
be translated into Spanish and Portuguese if 
possible.  If the existing strategy is pursued 
comprehensively, then many of the 
criticisms might well be addressed.  The 
addition of primary education to the strategy 
still needs to be finalized.  The ‘national’ 
structure of the IGU is perhaps a constraint 
to a more active ‘individual’ relationship 
with the IGU but the Commissions represent 
a ‘window’ for individual participation and 
this should be emphasized.  An expansion of 
the mailing list for the e-Newsletter would 
be appropriate; this requires a relational 
database (Abler agreed to try to develop 
this).  A further suggestion was made that 
IGU consider introducing awards for young 
or early career geographers.  Thematic 
sessions at the IGU Regional Conferences 
and Congresses can also be very helpful, in 
addition to the proposed thematic 
conferences already planned. Initiating new 
projects (for example a book on the history 
of IGU is planned ahead of the 2022 
extraordinary congress) is necessary and 

such ideas will most likely have to come 
from the IGU executive.  The relationship of 
IGU with Future Earth is undoubtedly a 
theme that requires further development 
(some Commissions seem to be particularly 
well placed to do this and there is to be a 
special session at the Beijing Congress 
where this can be fostered further).  
Transdisciplinarity is a requirement for 
Future Earth endorsement of projects; 
geographers are well placed to offer this 
perspective and the Commissions can and 
should be involved.  Some seed funding 
could be provided to facilitate this kind of 
initiative.  ICSU is also a possible source of 
funding here.  Clearly IYGU needs to be 
promoted as well (see below).  Kolosov 
agreed to circulate a draft business plan to 
give effect to the strategy by the end of 
November 2015.  
 

Young and Early Career Geographers 
Task Force 

Droogleever-Fortuijn tabled a document and 
agreed to approach identified individuals in 
particular to get this underway; and asked 
for further suggestions.  Members from the 
developing world are certainly required and, 
ideally, young or early career geographers 
from the localities of upcoming IGU events; 
the Commission and National Committee 
chairs are to be approached to suggest 
possible members. There is a need to 
establish better contacts with EGEA 
(European Geography Association for 
students and young geographers).  IGU has 
also committed to try to establish a special 
day for young and early carrier scholars at 
our major events and to establish special 
IGU awards for young geographers.]  
 

IYGU 
The item was held over until Benno Werlen 
was able to attend and was discussed at the 
follow-up IGU EC session.  Werlen had 
submitted a report and noted that there was 
now no chance of bringing IYGU before the 
current United Nations session (or indeed 
the subsequent one). A decision has been 
taken to focus on an alternative strategy.  
IYGU will be declared as an International 
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Year of Science jointly by ICSU, ISSC and 
CIPSH and will be launched at the World 
Social Science Forum on 13th September 
2015.  The press release is being translated 
into as many languages as possible for wide 
circulation.   It may be possible to have the 
opening ceremony at UNESCO in January 
2016 but this is still not confirmed.  The 
German launch in Jena is planned for early 
February 2016.  The original programme 
remains as before and requires only some 
minor editorial changes to the publicity 
material.  It is hoped that many events, 
including those of the IGU, during 2016 will 
be ‘branded’ as IYGU events.  The structure, 
previously outlined, of regional action 
centres etc. will be implemented as the 
network develops but it is intended that this 
be very much a ‘bottom-up’ approach.   2016 
represents the ‘kick-off’ but the ‘year’ will 
run through 2018.  Media, education, and 
research are the three most important 
elements and the clear link to Future Earth 
needs to be further developed.  It was also 
suggested that there be an IYGU event 
integral to the Beijing Congress and it 
should also be included in the Olympiad in 
Beijing. There are synergies also with the 
IGU Oursus project and the sustainable city 
concept can be promoted by IYGU.  The 
announcement and call for action needs to 
go to IGU National Committees and Chairs 
of IGU Commissions and Task Forces.  
Werlen will draft this, Meadows to edit, 
Kolosov and Werlen will sign it and 
Meadows will distribute. 
 

Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task 
Force 

Abler tabled an update on the membership 
of this Task Force as Ishikawa has 
withdrawn due to other commitments and a 
successor is required.  It is necessary to 
define and clarify the relationship between 
the Task Force and the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) of the extraordinary 2022 
Congress.  It was agreed that the Paris LOC 
should be approached to make suggestions 
as to how best to put this into effect.  An 
action plan is required in relation to the 
intended publication of a volume on IGU 

history; the archivists in Leipzig are willing 
to host an initial meeting in this regard, 
possibly in early 2016.  There is an urgent 
need to get the Task Force active and 
initiating ideas; a prerequisite is to establish 
a chair; it was agreed that Kolosov approach 
a suitable candidate in this regard.  A report 
on initial activities is needed for the first EC 
meeting of 2016.  Abler and Kolosov will 
remain as the EC members responsible for 
liaison with this Task Force.   
 

IGU Website Update 
The website remains fully operational and 
updates the IGU Facebook page which 
continues to attract regular activity and 
‘likes’.  The imperative of ensuring that the 
IGU website is translated into French and 
Spanish was again noted and Meadows 
agreed to follow this up further.  He has been 
in contact with Yves Boquet who has agreed 
to translate the relevant material. 
 

IGU Bulletin and IGU eNewsletter 
Update 

The next issue of the IGU Bulletin (Volume 
63-64 covering the years 2013-14) is 
published and is to be distributed at the 
Moscow Regional Conference.   It was 
agreed to put a pdf of this on the IGU 
website (Meadows).  The April and July 
issues of the eNewsletter were published and 
distributed; all of these are available for 
downloading on the website.  The editorial 
role played by former Vice-President 
Bellezza is greatly appreciated and the 
suggestion was made that he be invited to 
visit the next EC meeting to discuss this 
further.  
 

IGU Thematic Conferences 
The matter was held over to the follow-up 
EC meeting to allow for the presentation of 
Ramiz Mamedov and colleagues from the 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture about the 
proposed Baku, Azerbaijan, thematic 
conference on ‘Energy and Sustainable 
Development’.  The venue is likely to be the 
Palace of Congresses or the Institute of 
Geography of the Azerbaijani Academy of 
Sciences, although this depends on numbers 
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of delegates.  The suggested date is the third 
week of August 2017.  Some IGU 
Commissions should be particularly 
interested and of course IYGU must be 
integrated.  An equivalent meeting in La 
Paz, Bolivia is also planned for 2017.  
Dell’Agnese is following up on this 
initiative.      
 

IGU Elections 2016 
There will be four vacancies for the position 
of Vice-President to be elected at the 2016 
General Assembly.  Droogleever-Fortuijn, 
Saarinen and Singh are available for re-
election, Soyez is not eligible for election as 
Vice-President.  The position of President 
also falls vacant in 2016; Kolosov will 
become Past President at the conclusion of 
the 2016 IGC.  Regarding timing, the call for 
nominations should go out by October 31st 
2015 with the closing date for submission of 
nominations on 1st March 2016 (Meadows). 
 

ICSU Policy on Freedom and 
Responsibility in Science 

The Israeli Academy of Science and 
Humanities and the chair of ICSU’s 
Committee of Freedom and Responsibility 
in Science have asked the IGU to respond to 
a statement proposing a boycott of Israeli 
academics emanating from the International 
Critical Geographers’ Group (IGCC).  It was 
noted that the ICGG meeting has no formal 
connection with the IGU and that the IGU 
endorses the ICSU Principle of Universality 
of Science.  It was agreed that Abler would 
draft replies both to the Israeli Academy and 
to ICSU for consideration later in the 
meeting. 
 
Cooperation and Outreach 
  
Festivals (including Festival International 

de Géographie FIG) 
The relationship between FIG and IGU 
appears to have been hampered by 
communication difficulties resulting 
perhaps from changes in the festival 
organizing team.   Despite the existence of 
the MoU signed several years ago, it appears 
that there are mixed messages from FIG in 

relation to maintaining IGU involvement in 
the festival.  Although it is now too late to 
consider formal participation in the 2015 
event, it was agreed that renewed efforts be 
made to establish whether FIG is interested 
in rejuvenating the relationship.  Kolosov 
will write to the appropriate contact person.   
The Geography Festival of the Russian 
Geographical Society proved to be a great 
success in 2014 and will be held again in 
Moscow in November 2015.       
 
IGU Representatives on International 
Bodies   
 

ICSU (incl. GeoUnions) and Future 
Earth 

The IGU nomination of Professor Rob 
Kitchen to the committee of the World Data 
System was successful, although Iain Hay’s 
nomination to CFRS was unsuccessful.  It 
was suggested that Meadows write to Karen 
O’Brien with a view to her suggestions for 
IGU involvement in Future Earth and the 
planned session on this topic at the Beijing 
IGU Congress.   Zhou agreed to approach 
former Vice-President Qin Dahe also in this 
regard. 
 

ISSC 
The World Social Science Forum will be 
held in Durban in September 2015; former 
Vice-President Ruth Fincher will attend to 
represent IGU in a panel; Etienne Nel has 
also organized a panel for geographers and 
will be requested to provide a brief report for 
the IGU eNewsletter and website. 
 

EUROGEO, EUGEO 
There was no formal IGU representation at 
EUROGEO in May but Karl Donert is 
presenting at the Moscow Regional 
Conference and will be available for 
informal discussions with EC members.  
Dell’Agnese will attend the EUGEO 
meeting in Budapest 29th August to 3rd 
September 2015 and is participating in a 
session relating to political geography and 
will stress cooperation rather than 
competition with this organisation. It was 
decided that the conferences of both 
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organisations should be attended by a liaison 
EC member. 
 

ISPRS 
There was nothing to report in relation to 
this organization. 

ICA 
Although IGU will not be represented at the 
ICA Congress in Rio de Janeiro, President 
Georg Gartner is presenting a keynote 
address at the Moscow Regional Conference 
and will be available for informal 
discussions. 
 
International Association for Promoting 

Geoethics MoU 
Nothing further to report at this stage. 
 

Other Organisations 
Singh reported on his planned participation 
in forthcoming IUGG (associated with the 
Belmont Forum), IAP and UNISDR events 
and his commitment to representing the 
position of geographers at these meetings.  
Meadows agreed to circulate information 
about the UNISDR meeting to the broader 
community.  Droogleever-Fortuijn will 
represent IGU at the ICTP-IUGG ‘Future of 
Earth-Space Science and Education’ at 
Trieste in November 2015. 
 

EGAL 
Dell’Agnese reported on the planned joint 
IGU thematic conference in La Paz, Bolivia, 
in 2017 immediately prior to the next EGAL 
Congress.  The website for this is currently 
under construction and the usual IGU 
marketing will be applied. The question of a 
possible Task Force for African geography 
was raised but no final decision taken.  
 

Pan-American Institute of History and 
Geography 

The request from this organization consisted 
of two issues: firstly, for IGU to be 
represented at their upcoming Congress and, 
secondly to establish a Commission relating 
to their goals.  It was agreed to ask former 
Vice-President Alcantara-Ayala and Manuel 
Delgado to represent IGU and, secondly to 
inform them that our Commission on Latin 

American Studies is an appropriate point of 
contact. 
 

Association of American Geographers 
Abler reported that ongoing relations with 
the AAG are strong but that US involvement 
in IGU meetings remains relatively modest.  
Abler agreed to follow up with the de facto 
National Committee and will meet with 
Mark Laing in this regard shortly.  The 
possibility of a special AAG session at their 
next annual meeting (San Francisco April 
2017) was also raised, possibly in 
collaboration with one or more of the 
Specialty Groups. Abler agreed to submit a 
session proposal.   
 

Royal Geographical Society 
Himiyama has had no response in relation to 
his proposal regarding IGU representation 
but is in any case attending the upcoming 
annual conference being held in Exeter.     
 

Young Earth Scientists (YES) 
Wang Meng has organised a YES session at 
the Moscow Regional Conference and EC 
members have agreed to participate; 
Meadows agreed that Wang Meng can be 
considered for a supplementary travel grant 
following his submission of a detailed 
budget. 
           

International Geographical 
Congresses and IGU Regional 

Conferences 
 

Cologne, Germany, International 
Geographical Congress 2012 

The final report has been published and 
distributed.  There is also a DVD of many of 
the activities and it was agreed that there 
should be a link on the IGU website to this 
as well as a pdf version of the final report if 
the file size permits. 
 

Moscow, Russia, Regional Conference 
2015 

Kolosov presented a brief report on the 
forthcoming Regional Conference.  In 
addition to the regular programme of 
scientific papers, there are eight thematic 
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lectures, eight keynote addresses, special 
days for schoolteachers, a youth 
programme, the Olympiad, a reception in 
honour of the 170th anniversary of the 
Russian Geographical Society, a series of 
free half-day excursions around the city, 
including a tour of the Museum of Earth 
Sciences at the top of the main building of 
the Lomonosov Moscow State University, 
along with many other diverse activities.  
Despite a good number of registrations 
(1500 plus), there are relatively few who 
will participate in the field excursions and 
the only post-congress field trip that will run 
is the one to St Petersburg.  Approximately 
half of the delegates are from outside Russia 
representing some 60 countries. 
 

Beijing, China, International 
Geographical Congress 2016 

Zhou presented the situation regarding the 
Beijing 2016 Congress.  A wide diversity of 
activities is planned with 106 session 
proposals already received covering 31 of 
the 41 IGU Commissions as well as some 
joint Commission sessions.  Five special 
theme sessions, a Young Geographers’ 
Forum, a joint symposium with the 
International Association of 
Geomorphologists and several workshops 
are already organized along with many other 
activities.  The call for abstracts will open on 
15th September 2015; early-bird registration 
will be available.  Substantial funding has 
already been secured in order to subsidise 
travel awards, reduced registration fees for 
young scholars and those from developing 
countries, as well as support for various 
invited guests.  There will be a series of one 
day and longer field excursions (two) and a 
range of pre- and post-congress tours led by 
geographers.   The IGU publicity materials 
as well as information about the Quebec 
Regional Conference of 2018 will be 
available at the IGU stand in the exhibition.   
 

Quebec, Canada Regional Conference 
2018 

Discussion of this item was held over to the 
follow-up EC session pending the visit of 
representatives of the Local Organizing 

Committee.  Laurent Bourdeau attended as 
representative of the LOC and reported that   
the conference website is live and will be 
developed further.  Dates are now fixed at 
August 6th to 10th August 2018.  The first 
circular should be ready in time for the 
Beijing Congress with a draft budget 
available towards the end of the year. The 
LOC is working closely with the Canadian 
Association of Geographers.   
 

Istanbul, Turkey, International 
Geographical Congress 2020 

Discussion of this item was held over 
pending the visit of representatives of the 
LOC.  Professors Ertek and Gönençgil 
attended for this item.  A brief report was 
tabled outlining progress during the last 
year.  The first phase is underway.  
Collaboration between institutions has been 
obtained and the LOC is established.  The 
Congress website will go live in 2016.  The 
logo and motto have been developed and the 
venue will be Istanbul University.   Budget 
items have been defined and a draft 
workflow plan has been prepared and was 
circulated.   The Memorandum of 
Understanding has been prepared and is 
ready for signature by the appropriate 
authorities.  It was agreed that Meadows and 
Kolosov would sign the customary 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
during the Moscow Regional Conference.   
 

Extraordinary International 
Geographical Congress 2022 

Discussion of this item was held over 
pending the visit of representatives of the 
Local Organizing Committee at the follow-
up EC session.  Antoine Le Blanc and 
Nathalie Lemarchand attended and 
presented printed copies of the bid-book (a 
pdf version to be posted on the website).  
Letters of support are included from various 
bodies including several geographical 
societies in both France and Belgium.  The 
theme is confirmed as ‘Time for 
Geographers/Le Temps de Géographes’.  
Some ideas for potential themes are included 
in the bid book to stimulate the scientific 
programme.  A series of pre- and post-
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Congress field trips is planned, as well as 
some during the Congress.  Belgian 
colleagues have agreed to organize the 
Olympiad.  A provisional budget was tabled.  
The Congress proposal requires approval by 
a General Assembly and it was agreed that 
this should be done by email ballot.   
 

Future Congresses post-2022 
It was agreed that the 2024 event should be 
a Congress.   Dieter Müller, representing the 
Swedish National Committee, attended for 
this item in the follow-up EC meeting.  
Malmö has been proposed as a possible 
venue.  It was noted that the Nordic 
community had not hosted an IGU event 
since 1960.  The possibility that this would 
be a joint Congress with Denmark was 
raised and there is an indication from both 
National Committees that this would be 
welcomed.  Further information is expected 
following negotiations between 

representatives of the National Committees 
of both countries. 
 
Other Business 
 

IGU Lauréats d’honneur 
The call for nominations has been made via 
the website.  Meadows will also circulate 
this via email to the broader community. 
 

IGU Planet and Humanity Medal 2016 
The call for nominations has been made via 
the website.  Meadows will also circulate 
this via email to the broader community. 
 
Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 18h10 on 15th 
August 2015.  The follow-up session (at the 
Lomonosov Moscow State University) 
commenced at 18h00 on 19th August 2015 
and adjourned at 20h00. 
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Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting 
Indian National Science Academy, Delhi, India 

17th to 18th March 2016 
 

 
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and 
Introductions 
 
The meeting was chaired by President 
Kolosov, who welcomed Secretary-General 
Mike Meadows and Vice Presidents Ron 
Abler, Dieter Soyez, Jarkko Saarinen, Iain 
Hay, Yukio Himiyama, RB Singh and Zhou 
Chenghu. Former Vice-President Bellezza 
and Ma Xiaoyi (Beijing LOC) were invited 
to attend.   
Vice-Presidents Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn 
and Elena dell’Agnese tendered apologies. 
 
Adoption of the Schedule and Agenda  
 
The schedule was discussed and adopted 
with the addition of an item on Olympiad 
photographs.   
 
Minutes  
 
The minutes of the Yaroslavl meeting in 
August 2015 were previously approved via 
email, but were tabled for noting and 
reference following some additional minor 
corrections.  
 
Organization and Operations  
 
Executive Committee Member Reports 

Members submitted written reports of their 
activities; it was agreed that a summary of 
these reports should be prepared in time for 
distribution at the General Assembly.  
 
Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 

2016 onwards 
The second meeting of 2016 will be held 
prior to the IGU Congress in Beijing.  
Arrivals: Wednesday 17th August 2016, EC 
meeting: 18th and 19th and field excursion on  

 
20thAugust 2016.  The Congress opening 
ceremony is on Sunday 21st August 2016, 
closing ceremony on Thursday 25th August 
2016.  The need to hold a third EC meeting 
in 2016 was discussed and Saarinen agreed 
to explore the option of organizing a meeting 
in Oslo in association with the ISSC General 
Assembly; dates and venue to be confirmed 
at the next meeting.  Several options exist for 
a possible first meeting of 2017 but final 
decisions on this would need to be made 
once the composition of the newly elected 
IGU Executive Committee members is 
known following the General Assembly. 
 

IGU Financial Report and Projection 
Meadows presented the financial report for 
2015 prepared with the assistance of Abler.  
The long-term financial situation remains 
sound.   The situation for 2016 will have to 
be carefully monitored, as the commission 
grants had been increased, and this year 
would likely be heavy on expenditure given 
that there is an ICSU Unions meeting, the 
IGU General Assembly and the ISSC 
General Assembly.  The Moscow meeting 
had generated US$11,000 for the Promotion 
and Solidarity Fund. Which has been 
deposited in the US account. Abler agreed to 
explore the option of relocating the 
Endowment Fund in an account with a 
higher yield (Abler). 
 

IGU National Membership Update 
Meadows presented an update on the 
national membership situation. An 
application from Oman has been received 
and this will be considered for formal 
admission via an email General Assembly 
ballot (Meadows).  Applications from 
Luxembourg and UAE are pending and 
there have been approaches from Iran and 
Burkina Faso that are being followed up.  
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Executive Committee members were again 
urged to continue to pursue connections with 
representatives of countries falling under 
their responsibility, at the very least in order 
to ensure that the IGU membership database 
is kept up to date.  
 

IGU National Membership Update 
Meadows presented an update on the 
national membership situation. An 
application from Oman has been received 
and this will be considered for formal 
admission via an email General Assembly 
ballot (Meadows).  Applications from 
Luxembourg and UAE are pending and 
there have been approaches from Iran and 
Burkina Faso that are being followed up.  
Executive Committee members were again 
urged to continue to pursue connections with 
representatives of countries falling under 
their responsibility, at the very least in order 
to ensure that the IGU membership database 
is kept up to date.  
 

IGU Commission and Task Force 
Reports 2012-16 

Following the call in 2015 31 of the 42 
reports have been received and several more 
are in an advanced state of preparation by 
the responsible chairs.  The reports should 
form the basis of a review and 
recommendation for continuation (or 
otherwise) by the Executive Committee, 
such recommendations being presented to 
the General Assembly in Beijing in August.  
It was suggested that a sub-committee 
scrutinize the reports and make 
recommendations to be tabled at the Beijing 
Executive Committee meeting.   The 
‘Commission Excellence Award’ sub-
committee, supplemented by Kolosov and 
Meadows, is tasked with making such 
recommendations in Beijing.  Meadows 
agreed to look in particular at the issue of 
steering committee membership.  
Droogleever-Fortuijn is to provide the 
Commission Excellence Award template to 
guide the assessment (Droogleever-
Fortuijn).  Meadows agreed to request the 
Commission Chairs to forward the email 
address lists of their respective commissions 

for consolidation in a distribution list 
(Meadows).  It was agreed that in future 
there should be a page restriction on the 
reports and that the publication listed should 
only be those that have emanated directly 
from IGU-related conferences, workshops 
and other activities. 
 

IGU Strategy 
Kolosov presented a table indicating 
progress (or otherwise) in regard to the 
strategy and reviewed the various elements 
of IGU strategy. There are some positive 
signs in relation to membership (seven new 
member countries in the last four years) and 
encouraging signs from Latin America and 
Africa.  In terms of developing contacts with 
IGU Commissions and Task Forces there are 
positive indicators with the introduction of 
the Commission Excellence Award and 
thematic conferences that are supported by 
the commissions.  The status of IGU 
meetings does seem to have been improved 
and the diversity of activities at these 
meetings has increased, especially in 
relation to young geographers and teachers.  
The goal to involve more practitioners 
remains.  Participation in the major 
international bodies (ICSU, ISSC, CIPSH) 
is a challenge, since our nominations for 
various positions on the executives has met 
with very limited success thus far.  IGU is 
active within Future Earth at several levels 
but we continue to seek ways to improve this 
further and a special Task Force for this may 
be required.  Contacts with other major 
international geographical organisations, in 
particular Eugeo and Eurogeo, are robust.  
Singh reported that the relations with Asian 
geographers in general and Indian 
geographers in particular are especially 
strong.  The publication outputs are ongoing, 
especially the Springer series edited by RB 
Singh.  In regard to promoting geography as 
a discipline and the IGU there has been only 
limited success, items here include OurSus 
and IYGU.  Soyez tabled a German report 
that had been conducted on the image of 
geography in Germany and there was 
discussion as to whether or not this should 
be translated into English, how this could be 
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facilitated and communicated.  Singh agreed 
to ask Springer if they might be interested in 
publishing an English language version of 
this report (Soyez agreed to assess the cost 
implications of translating both the 
summary and the full version).  Zhou agreed 
to ask the Beijing Congress organisers to 
schedule a round table discussion on the 
image of geography globally (Zhou). 
Relations with the business community have 
not really developed, although opportunities 
may well exist.  The upcoming centennial 
volumes on the history of IGU are making 
progress.  The Young and Early Career Task 
Force has been established and is actively 
participating at the Beijing Congress.  
Himiyama suggested that we need to give 
some attention to the sustainability of IGU 
regarding the EC workloads and that the 
appointment of an individual to support the 
secretariat.  Hay noted that, if this is to 
happen, then there will be a need to 
substantially increase income and that this 
needs to be from sources over and above the 
usual annual membership subscription. 
 

IYGU 
RB Singh reported that there is strong 
regional activity in relation to IYGU in Asia 
in general, and in India in particular, which 
is launching a new South Asia Regional 
Action Centre.  Himiyama, Abler, Soyez 
and Kolosov attended the successful launch 
in Jena in February.  Many IYGU activities 
are planned in several localities on several 
continents, including those in association 
with the AAG annual meeting in San 
Francisco and the IGU Congress in Beijing.  
There are indications that IYGU is to be 
considered to be a long-term project, 
perhaps even ten years; there are potential 
financial implications to this proposal that 
will need to be considered carefully by the 
IGU.  Werlen’s suggestion that the 
Commission on Cultural Geography be 
disestablished in favour of a Commission or 
Task Force on IYGU was discussed; there is 
a strong view that the Commission should 
continue its activities subject to the standard 
review and it was felt that a separate 
administrative operation was not appropriate 

as IYGU has its own structure and is already 
working.  IGU Commissions are to be 
encouraged to continue to participate in 
IYGU and their activities in this regard 
should form part of the annual reporting 
requirements.  The lack of coordination 
between OurSus and IYGU remains a 
concern.  The IYGU plans are to be 
forwarded to IGU Commissions 
(Meadows).  Werlen is to be encouraged to 
keep providing up to date information about 
IYGU activities for distribution and 
circulation.   

 
Young and Early Career Geographers 

Task Force 
The inaugural members of this task force are 
as follows: Martina Angela Caretta 
(Sweden); Elena Darlington (UK), 
Alexander Sebentsov (Russia) and Komali 
Yenneti (China, USA) and they are actively 
planning activities in association with the 
Beijing Congress. 
 

Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task 
Force 

Abler reported that there appear to be three 
active groups operating in this Task Force.  
One group is focusing on the Paris 2024 
extraordinary congress and plans to publish 
a special volume in association with the 
Paris congress.  A second group, led by 
Jacobo Alvarez-Garcia, had convened in 
Leipzig in early February and developed 
detailed plans to produce a two-volume 
publication.   A third group is dealing with 
special lectures and events etc.  The issue of 
a publication dealing with the ‘future’ for the 
IGU and Geography has not yet been 
considered; the idea of a focus on the ‘Grand 
Challenges for Geography’, especially in 
regard to Future Earth, would make an 
interesting platform but this still needs to be 
developed.  There appears to be only limited 
coordination between these various groups 
and their activities, and this needs to be dealt 
with.  Kolosov also reported that there are 
plans to video interview key geographers in 
Beijing and to post these alongside historical 
interviews that are currently available on the 
You Tube channel.   Following the Beijing 
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General Assembly, when Abler will step 
down from the Executive Committee, the 
EC must appoint a new Vice-President to be 
responsible for this Task Force.   An 
alternative Task Force member needs to be 
appointed due to the resignation of Professor 
Ishikawa from the Task Force (Kolosov). 
 

IGU Website 
Meadows promised to attend to the French 
version of the website architecture in time 
for the Beijing Congress.  RB Singh agreed 
to set up an IGU Twitter account (Singh) 
(Meadows). 
 

IGU Journals Project 
The data are currently being updated at the 
University of Cape Town. 
 

IGU Bulletin 
Volume 57-58 is currently being distributed.  
Volumes 59-60 will be compiled following 
the Beijing Congress. 
  

IGU eNewsletter 
Former Vice-President Bellezza attended for 
this item.   The e-Newsletter appears 
regularly and is circulated widely.  The role 
of Bellezza in editing and circulating this is 
absolutely central, greatly appreciated and 
should be continued.  The issue of the Home 
of Geography website was raised and 
discussed.  There is a strongly held view that 
there should be a single web presence for 
IGU and that a second website may ‘dilute’ 
or confuse the IGU brand.   It was agreed, 
for a trial period, that Bellezza would send 
all news and events items that he puts on the 
Home of Geography webpage to Meadows 
for posting on the IGU website. 
 

OurSus (Soyez, Droogleever-Fortuijn) 
Soyez reported on this matter.  This is a 
flagship development for IGU initiated by 
Ton Dietz and a team in Hunan, China in 
2012.  The platform is managed from 
Changsha under the leadership of Qiu Li.  
The aim of the project has been to highlight 
sustainable city approaches and there is a 
website structure that functions well in 
China with some 100 cities there actively 

participating along with many NGOs.  The 
original idea was that this could generate 
revenue for IGU but this has never 
materialized.  The mirror site in English has 
been established with the expectation that 
this would function in the same way as it 
does in China but there are very few 
activities and no really current information.  
Since late 2015 Dietz, Soyez and 
Droogleever-Fortuijn have intensified their 
efforts to attract new users.   Soyez met the 
team in November and discussed the way 
forward.   In February, Dietz and 
Droogleever-Fortuijn established a new 
initiative to make attempts at populating the 
English language version of the website.  
The Beijing LOC has accepted the proposal 
for three OurSus sessions at the Congress for 
Chinese, International and for IGU 
Commission contributions respectively 
(Dietz has undertaken to contact 
commission chairs in this regard).   Soyez 
highlighted some problems that arise from 
the fact that the website structure is not very 
clear to potential contributors and that the 
Chinese site, which is very active, is not 
accessible to non-Chinese readers.  He also 
noted that there are a number of alternative 
platforms globally dealing with the issue of 
sustainable cities, although OurSus could 
possibly make a unique contribution by 
highlighting geographical aspects for cities.   
It was suggested that one of the IGU Vice-
Presidents needs to be appointed to liaise 
with and promote the project and that the 
geographical content needs to be identified 
more clearly as part of the brand.   There 
needs also to be better communication 
between this initiative and IYGU.   The 
future of the non-Chinese website element 
of the project needs to be reconsidered after 
Beijing.  Soyez will continue to work with 
Dietz and Droogleever-Fortuijn regarding 
the viability of the sessions at Beijing.    
 
Geographer’s Biobibliographic Studies 

Meadows reported that the online version of 
this publication is now available free of 
charge to EC members on application to the 
publishers.   
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Africa initiative 
Soyez reported on this matter and reviewed 
the situation regarding African membership; 
there are large gaps remaining.  This 
situation arises in part relates to the 
perceived ‘anglophone’ nature of IGU but 
there are other factors also. The proposal 
from Gabon to host a 2014 meeting 
eventually stalled due to budget cuts and 
interaction with these colleagues is now 
minimal. Burkino Faso has approached the 
IGU with a view to membership and this 
clearly suggests new opportunities.  Soyez 
met the former CIPSH President, Professor 
Samassekou, in Jena and suggested that this 
may result in a second chance to resurrect 
the idea of an IGU meeting in francophone 
Africa.  The suggestion of an Africa Task 
Force was again raised but there is no clear 
view as to whether or not this would help.  
There will be a further meeting of African 
delegates at the Beijing Congress (with a 
separate one for Latin America) where this 
suggestion could be discussed. 
 

IGU Thematic Conferences 
The Baku local organization has requested 
help with contact to the IGU Commissions 
and National Committees.  Kolosov will 
continue to liaise with them in respect of 
geographers but there is a clear need, given 
the theme of the conference (energy and 
sustainable development) to establish links 
with other professionals and practitioners 
beyond the discipline.   Dell’Agnese has 
contacts with the ‘Geography of Peace’ 
thematic conference in La Paz, Bolivia.  The 
‘Urbanisation: Health and Wellbeing’ 
conference in Hyderabad, India, in March 
2017 represents another opportunity to 
promote the ‘thematic conference’ concept.   
It was agreed to label this officially as an 
‘IGU Thematic Conference’.   
 
IGU Executive Committee elections 2016 
Meadows reported that one nomination has 
been received for the IGU Presidency and 
eight for the four vacant Vice-Presidency 
positions, all up for election at the General 
Assembly.    
 

Cooperation and Outreach 
     

Festival International de Géographie 
Soyez reported on the history of the 
relationship between FIG and IGU.  
Kolosov met with key members of the FIG 
leadership in Paris in 2015 but the result of 
this proved to be disappointing and there 
seems to be waning interest from FIG in 
respect of IGU.  The IGU lecture could form 
part of the FIG programme, although with 
no financial subsidy from the organisers.  
Only Kolosov will attend the event. 
 

IGU Representatives on International 
Bodies 

There was nothing to report on this matter.  
 

ICSU (incl. GeoUnions)  
There was discussion regarding the 
proposed new voting procedure from ICSU 
and it was decided at this stage not to support 
the proposal but to participate in discussion 
at the upcoming Unions meeting in Paris.  
Kolosov had written a letter to ICSU on 
behalf of IGU encouraging the cooperation 
initiatives between ICSU and ISSC.   Soyez 
suggested that IGU should consider 
mounting a project under the umbrella of 
Future Earth and that the cooperation with 
other Unions should be sought in this regard.  
Meadows agreed to approach the other 
GeoUnions at the Paris meeting with a view 
to assessing interest. Himiyama suggested 
that as many IGU Commissions as possible 
should be encouraged to be involved in 
Future Earth; the Beijing Congress will 
represent an opportunity to promote this.   
 

ISSC 
There are ongoing sound relations between 
IGU and ISSC; Kolosov met recently with 
the new ISSC President, Matthieu Denis. 
The ISSC General Assembly is in October 
and will be attended by Kolosov and 
Meadows.   
 

CIPSH 
Meadows reported that the formal 
application to CIPSH had been approved at 
its General Assembly in Beijing.  Kolosov is 
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invited to the 2017 World Congress in 
Liège, Belgium and is on the scientific 
committee.  Himiyama had attended the 
Beijing CIPSH meeting on behalf of IGU.  It 
was agreed to encourage relevant IGU 
Commissions to participate in CIPSH 
activities (Meadows).  
 

EUROGEO, EUGEO  
Kolosov reported that dell’Agnese as EC 
representative, attended the EUGEO 
Congress in Budapest on behalf of IGU.  
Kolosov agreed to write to the chairs of both 
organisations inquiring if they would be 
attending the Beijing Congress (Kolosov).   
There is a Memorandum of Agreement in 
the field of geographical education and in 
this sense is supportive of IYGU.   
International Association for Promoting 

Geoethics MoU 
There was nothing further to report on this 
item at this stage. 
 

EGAL 
In the absence of the liaison Vice-President 
(dell’Agnese) there was no discussion on 
this item. 
 

IAG MoU 
There is strong support for the formalization 
of contacts with the International 
Association of Geomorphologists.  
Meadows agreed to consider editing the 
documents and will circulate for further 
comment and signing at the joint IAG IGU 
workshop at the Beijing Congress., where 
the possibility of developing a Future Earth 
project could be further developed. 
  
Relations with other organisations (e.g. 

AAG, RGS, ICA (All) 
Singh noted that IGU has no formal contact 
with IAP (International Academy 
Partnership).  Singh attended the recent 
meeting of IAP in South Africa and 
suggested that it would be useful for IGU to 
have closer contact, since there are more 
than 100 national academy members and 
there are opportunities to extend the 
international network through this 
organization.  This was agreed and Singh is 

to write to the Secretary to indicate this 
(Singh). Singh further noted that ISDR 
would like to receive reports from IGU 
regarding its work and this would be 
particularly relevant to the Commission on 
Hazard and Risk who should be informed of 
this (Singh).  There is ongoing cooperation 
with AAG and there will again be an IGU 
booth at the annual conference in San 
Francisco and there are joint AAG/IGU 
sessions there.  Himiyama reported that he 
had attended the RGS annual meeting in 
Exeter in 2015 and met with Dr Catherine 
Souch, the Secretary, and will again attend 
the meeting in August.   Georg Gartner has 
been re-elected as Chair of ICA and there 
has been a suggestion of a joint ICA/IGU 
Working Group/Commission on Sustainable 
Cities.   

 
International Geographical 

Congresses and IGU Regional 
Conferences 

 
Moscow, Russia, Regional Conference 

2015 
The final report of the Moscow Regional 
Conference has been submitted and the 
contribution to the Promotion and Solidarity 
Fund has been made. 
  

Beijing, China, International 
Geographical Congress and General 

Assembly 2016 
Ma Xiaoyi presented a brief update from the 
perspective of the Local Organising 
Committee.   Kolosov and Meadows had 
visited the local organisers in November 
2016 and signed the MoU.  The call for 
abstracts was extended to March 31st and 
notifications of acceptance will now go out 
from 10th April 2016.  More than 1810 
abstracts have been submitted, with 2200 
participants from 86 countries registered to 
date.  Organisation for iGeo is well 
underway. The draft programme has been 
prepared, including seven pre-conferences 
to be held at various centres around China.  
The website www.igc2016.org has all 
current information.  More than 260 sessions 
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in all have been proposed, including at least 
one from every commission, 11 joint 
commission sessions, as well as several key 
theme topic sessions, round tables, 
symposia, workshops, special sessions, 
exhibits etc..  The General Assembly 
sessions will be in the afternoons of 22nd, 
23rd and 24th August 2016.  Several kinds of 
grant are on offer, including some that will 
cover all expenses.  Five post-congress 
excursions are planned.  A special 
programme is organised for young scholars 
but as yet there is no event for 
schoolteachers.  Zhou agreed to approach 
the local organisers in this regard (Zhou).  
Final decisions on the keynote speakers are 
still to be made. 
 

 
 

Extraordinary International 
Geographical Congress, Paris 2022 

Kolosov reported that he had met recently 
with Antoine LeBlanc and Nathalie 
Lemarchand and that the organisation is 
underway. 
 

Congress Bids 2014 
Proposals have been received from four 
National Committees. Representatives of 
the local organising committees will be 
invited to present to the Executive 
Committee prior to the Beijing Congress. 
The Executive Committee will convey its 
recommendation to the General Assembly 
and all four parties will present their cases to 
the General Assembly for the vote. This is to 
be conveyed to the respective local 
organising committees (Meadows) who will 
be given an opportunity to present to the EC 
at its meeting immediately prior to the 
Congress (Meadows). 
 
Other Business 
 

IGU Lauréts d’honneur 
Several nominations were received by the 
Honours and Awards Committee and the 
chair, Ruth Fincher, has submitted a report 
with recommendations for the awards to be 

made at the Beijing Congress. The report 
was accepted. 
 
IGU Planet and Humanity Award 2016 

Several nominations were received and 
considered by the Honours and Awards 
committee and Fincher conveyed their 
recommendation, which was accepted. 
 

Olympiad proposal for photograph 
archive 

It was suggested that these should be 
archived in Leipzig. 
 
Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 17h30 on 18 
March 2016. 
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Executive Committee Meeting 
Tianjin, China 

17-21 August 2016 
 

 
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and 
Introductions 
 
The meeting was chaired by President 
Kolosov, who welcomed Secretary-General 
Mike Meadows and Vice Presidents Ron 
Abler, Dieter Soyez, Joos Droogleever-
Fortuijn, Elena dell’Agnese, Jarkko 
Saarinen, Iain Hay, Yukio Himiyama, RB 
Singh and Zhou Chenghu. Ma Xiaoyi 
(Beijing LOC) was in attendance.  
 
Adoption of the Schedule and Agenda 
 
The schedule and agenda was discussed and 
adopted. 
 
Minutes 
 
The minutes of the New Delhi meeting in 
March 2016 were previously approved via 
email, but were tabled for noting and 
reference, with two minor amendments. 
 
Organization and Operations 
 
Executive Committee Member Reports 

Members submitted written reports of their 
activities; Meadows was preparing a brief 
summary report of these for the forthcoming 
General Assembly. 
 
Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 

2016 onwards 
The calendar could only be confirmed once 
the new Executive Committee was 
established after the General Assembly.  
 

IGU Financial Report and Projection 
Meadows presented the updated financial 
report for 2016 together with some financial 
summary information that would also be 

tabled at the General Assembly.    The long-
term financial situation remains sound.   The 
situation for 2016 is being carefully 
monitored, as the commission grants had 
been increased, and this year would likely be 
heavy on expenditure given that there is an 
ICSU Unions meeting, the IGU General 
Assembly and the ICSU-ISSC General 
Assembly.  Abler agreed to table the 
Endowment Fund accounts at the General 
Assembly, along with the Endowment 
Resolution which specifies that the capital 
amount must remain untapped and that 
interest funds only are to be used for agreed 
projects.  A need to modify the endowment 
resolution was identified, since the original 
specifies that the ‘Home of Geography’ 
(which de facto is no longer in existence) 
take over management of the fund in the 
event that the IGU itself ceases to exist.  The 
revised document, following some further 
iteration, was approved and is presented as 
Appendix A to these minutes.  Abler further 
proposed changes to the allocation of funds 
across several investment bodies in line with 
the guidelines outlined in the endowment 
resolution and as requested of him in the 
March EC meeting in New Delhi. 
 

IGU National Membership Update 
Meadows presented an update on the 
national membership situation. The 
application from Oman was approved via an 
email General Assembly ballot.  
Applications from Bolivia, Ecuador, 
Luxembourg and Venezuela are to be tabled 
at the Beijing General Assembly.   Enquiries 
regarding membership have been received 
recently from Macau (Meadows agreed to 
respond positively and provide further 
information to the representative).  
Meadows agreed to calculate the number of 
voting full member countries for Cologne 
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and for Beijing General Assemblies.  IGU 
needs to renew its efforts to incorporate 
more African countries, not least from West 
Africa and francophone countries.  The 
meeting with African (and Latin American) 
geographers planned for the Beijing 
Congress is an opportunity to re-invigorate 
such efforts.   Seventeen IGU National 
Committee reports have been submitted in 
time for the General Assembly, a number 
which substantially below that which 
arrived in time for the Cologne report.   
 

IGU Commission and Task Force 
Reports 2012-16 

Inter-congress reports were received by all 
Commissions and Task Forces (with the 
exception of the Commissions on 
Indigenous Peoples, Mountains and 
Megacities - and for those only recently 
established) in time for IGU executive 
review and recommendation to the General 
Assembly.  Following ratification, Meadows 
agreed to write to each one indicating the 
comments raised in the review and also to 
remind chairs to submit a full list of steering 
committee members and their contact details 
and terms of office. Commission Chairs 
would be reminded of the guidelines for the 
structure of the steering committee, to which 
should be added a consideration of gender 
balance as well as the geographical 
distribution of members.    The list of EC 
decisions regarding continuation/ 
discontinuation/ name change etc. is 
attached to these minutes as Appendix B.  
Two proposals for the establishment of new 
Commissions were received, one of which 
was too late to be considered by the EC 
(Agricultural Geography). IGU Statutes 
suggest that such proposals should 
ordinarily be received at least nine months 
ahead of a General Assembly and the late 
arrival of this one precluded a formal 
decision.  There appears to be merit in the 
idea because the field of agricultural 
geography is rather neglected in IGU. 
However, further refinement is required and 
it was agreed that Zhou contact the 
proposers with a view to providing further 
information and developing it for formal 

resubmission, especially in relation to the 
identification of differences between the 
proposed commission and the existing 
Commission on the Sustainability of Rural 
Systems.  The research questions also need 
further definition and an indication that this 
does not simply focus on technical issues in 
relation to agriculture but that it includes 
also a societal element.   It was suggested 
that a food security focus could offer a 
fruitful theme.  The steering committee also 
requires attention. Benno Werlen proposed a 
new Commission, (on behalf of the 
Executive Committee), to support the 
International Year of Global Understanding 
(IYGU).  This was approved pending 
finalization of the steering committee 
membership along with attention to some 
additional concerns raised by Himiyama 
(who agreed to convey these to Werlen 
directly). Co-ordination and co-operation 
with the OurSus initiative is highly 
desirable.  It is suggested that the name of 
the new commission be ‘Commission on 
Global Understanding’.  Ideas for new 
commissions were discussed and it was 
agreed that a commission dealing with 
Geography and the Media would be highly 
desirable.  This suggestion would be tabled 
at the meeting with Commission chairs and 
at the General Assembly to solicit further 
ideas.  Meadows agreed to promote the 
activities of the IYGU, Future Earth and 
OurSus to the Commissions.  
     
IYGU.  This item was held over pending the 
attendance of Benno Werlen. Werlen had 
tabled the IYGU annual report, received 
ahead of the meeting and was organizing a 
special symposium at the Beijing Congress 
as well as presenting a plenary lecture. 
 
IGU Website.  The French and Spanish 
versions are now live and a parallel site in 
Arabic is also now available.  Meadows 
indicated that, given the amount of work 
being conducted by the original site-
designer, that IGU should pay him a 
monthly retainer along the lines of that paid 
to the website manager.  A fee of 
approximately US$100 per month would 
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seem appropriate; the proposal was 
approved. 
  
IGU Journals Project.  The data have been 
completely updated by a student at the 
University of Cape Town at a cost of some 
US$1000. 
 
IGU Bulletin. Volumes 59-60 will be 
compiled early in 2017.  Meadows is to look 
into the possibility of making these available 
from the website as downloadable pdfs, 
although they are very large files. 
  
IGU eNewsletter.  Former Vice-President 
Bellezza’s work on this was again praised 
and it is expected that he will continue to 
produce the quarterly e-newsletter.  
 
OurSus (Soyez, Droogleever-Fortuijn).   
Droogleever-Fortuijn reported on attempts 
to broaden the appeal of the OurSus 
initiative.  The work of a University of 
Amsterdam Masters student, who has been 
working on this project, will be presented at 
the session devoted to the topic during the 
Beijing Congress and Ton Dietz will also be 
given opportunities to present the project 
briefly at the General Assembly and meeting 
of Commission chairs.  There are some 
technical issues related to the structure of the 
home website and the continued lack of 
participation from cities outside China 
remains challenging.  Positive developments 
include the co-ordination of the Olympiad 
and OurSus at the Beijing Congress and the 
fact that Ton Dietz has made contact with 
some 12 IGU national chairs who have 
expressed some interest in developing the 
idea further.  A decision will be needed as to 
the future of the project and this matter will 
in due course come before the incoming 
Executive Committee. 
 
IGU Thematic Conferences. The first draft 
of the circular for the Baku, Azerbaijian 
meeting (August 21st to 24th 2017) is  
reported as ready for circulation but has not 
yet been distributed; the website also still 
needs to be launched.  The local organizing 
committee needs to really get the initiative 

going as soon as possible (Kolosov will 
communicate this to them).  The website of 
the thematic conference in La Paz, Bolivia is 
now live and is being showcased on the IGU 
website also.  dell’Agnese is working hard 
to market this conference and solicit 
presentations across the diverse aspects of 
the theme; she is also organizing a field 
excursion as part of the meeting.  Singh 
reported on progress regarding the 
‘Urbanisation: Health and Wellbeing’ IGU 
thematic conference in Hyderabad, India, 
17th to 19th March 2017.  The local 
organizing committee is making good 
progress and both the first circular and 
website are available; the possibility of 
holding an IGU EC meeting in association 
with this will be discussed once the new EC 
is formally established following the Beijing 
General Assembly. 
 
International Geographical Education 
Charter.   The final version of this charter 
is to be presented to the Beijing General 
Assembly and will be signed formally at a 
ceremony during the Congress.   
 
Cooperation and Outreach 
     
Festival International de Géographie.  
There is nothing new to report.  Kolosov will 
attend as a participant and continue to 
monitor any developments. 
 
IGU Representatives on International 
Bodies.  There is nothing further to report in 
relation to IGU nominees on the Future 
Earth Science Committee and CROP.  It was 
noted that Qin Dahe, one of two geographers 
on the Future Earth Science committee will 
present a plenary at the Beijing Congress. 
 
ICSU (incl. GeoUnions) (Kolosov, 
Meadows) Kolosov and Meadows attended 
the ICSU Unions meeting in Paris in April 
representing IGU.  The GeoUnions had 
convened a meeting ahead of the main 
agenda and discussed a range of issues, 
including the proposed change in voting 
procedures (subsequently rendered 
irrelevant until the merger proposal is 
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resolved), the new ICSU grants programme 
(Werlen is preparing an application) and the 
proposed ICSU-ISSC merger.  Meadows 
had solicited responses from the IGU 
community regarding the merger and, while 
it is clear that there is broad support for the 
idea, there is a concern around the position 
of the Social Sciences within the proposed 
future structure.  The situation regarding 
autonomous social science projects is 
perhaps rendered more precarious under a 
larger merged organization and this will 
need to be carefully considered.  Possible 
governance structures are currently still 
under development but at this stage there is 
no clarity as to how exactly the new 
arrangements will work out.  Meadows and 
at least one other Vice-President will attend 
the Special General Assembly in Oslo, 
Norway, on 23rd October 2016. 
 
ISSC.  The ISSC General Assembly, 
scheduled for October in Oslo has been 
superseded by the joint special General 
Assembly.   
 
CIPSH.  The Congress of CIPSH will 
convene in Liège in 2017 and it is agreed 
that IGU should be represented there.  It will 
not be possible for IGU to be represented at 
the Latin American Conference of the 
Humanities to be held in early October in 
Brazil and Kolosov would reply to the 
invitation from Luis Oosterbeek in this 
regard. The IGU community is not yet fully 
aware of the relationship between IGU and 
CIPSH although it is one of the key bodies 
supporting IYGU and this will be a task for 
the incoming EC. 
 
EUROGEO, EUGEO (Kolosov).   It is 
recognized that remaining in touch with 
these organisations is important for IGU.  
dell’Agnese attended the most recent 
meeting of EUGEO and organized a session 
there.  The next conference EUGEO is in 
Brussels in September 2017 and she is on the 
scientific committee (formally representing 
the Italian Societá Geografica, as well as 
IGU).  Some attention needs to be paid to the 
formal representative role of IGU within this 

body and Kolosov agreed to write to the 
chair of EUGEO to emphasise this.  
EUROGEO will meet in Malaga in 
September this year but no IGU official 
representation is planned. 
 
UGAL/EGAL (dell’Agnese).  The success 
of this organization (UGAL) and its 
meetings (EGAL) continues to impress, and 
the fact that the next EGAL meeting in La 
Paz has been branded as an IGU thematic 
conference is a very exciting development, 
especially since some 3000 delegates are 
expected to attend.   
 
IAG (International Association of 
Geomorphologists) MoU (Meadows). The 
final draft has been concluded and the 
document (Appendix C) will be signed 
formally as part of the General Assembly 
proceedings in Beijing. Meadows agreed to 
serve as the liaison person with IGU. 
 
Relations with other organisations (e.g. 
AAG, RGS, ICA (All).   
Himiyama again reported on the regional 
organization involving young scientists in 
Asia (China, Japan, and Korea).  The next 
meeting is planned for Sapporo in 
September and will be attended by a large 
number of delegates.  Singh reported that 
there are similar initiatives in South Asia.  It 
was agreed to try to discus the matter with 
Doug Richardson (AAG) as he is attending 
the Beijing Congress.  Singh reported that 
IGU was represented at the recent World 
Cultural Forum in Macau held under the 
auspices of ISSC and CIPSH. 
 
International Geographical Congresses 
and IGU Regional Conferences 
  
Beijing, China, International 
Geographical Congress and General 
Assembly 2016.  Zhou presented an update 
on the Congress.  Some 5000 delegates from 
108 countries registered an intention to 
attend and 4000 paper submissions have 
been reviewed.  The total budget is expected 
to exceed US$2m.  Nine plenary keynotes 
will be presented together with 500 parallel 
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sessions, including active participation from 
every IGU Commission and Task Force.  Six 
Commissions have held pre-Congress 
meetings in China.  The Olympiad has 
attracted 174 student participants and 88 
teachers from 45 countries.  He outlined the 
arrangements for the opening ceremony, 
which is scheduled to include a folk music 
performance, speeches and the presentation 
of the Olympiad awards.  The closing 
ceremony on August 25th will include 
various speeches, announcements of the new 
Executive Committee, and of the venue 
chosen to host the 2024 Congress, along 
with presentation of the IGU and 
Geographical Society of China awards.  
 
Regional Conference, Québec, Canada, 
2018.   Soyez and Abler attended the CAG 
meeting in late May 2016 and met with the 
local organisers.  Matthew Hatvany, chair of 
the Local Organising Committee and Dan 
Shrubsole, incoming chair of the IGU 
National Committee for Canada joined the 
meeting for this item and presented a report 
on progress.  The LOC is established and 
working well.  The first circular is published, 
is being distributed at the Beijing Congress 
and will again be distributed at the AAG in 
2017.  The second circular will go out in 
June 2017 and registration opens in October 
2017.  The accompanying Olympiad is 
already being planned.  The conference 
theme has now been established as: 
‘Appreciating Difference/Apprécier la 
Différence’.  Carbon offset opportunities are 
available for delegates through a tree-
planting programme.  The venue is the 
Québec City Convention Centre, a few 
minutes from many hotels and 15 minutes 
from the University campus where budget 
accommodation will be available.  It is 
expected that registration costs will be fixed 
in line with those of recent IGU events.  A 
diversity range of graduate-led field 
excursions is under consideration.  Co-
ordination of the 16 CAG study groups with 
the relevant IGU Commissions is also in 
progress; integration of the two bodies is 
indeed highly desirable.   It is hoped that the 
IGU Regional Conference will present an 

opportunity to promote the so-called St 
John’s Declaration.  Fundraising is getting 
underway and a reduced registration fee will 
be available to younger delegates as well as 
those from low-income countries.   
 
Lima, Peru.  Juan Manuel Delgado has 
again proposed Lima as host city for a major 
IGU event.  Given that the invitation came 
too late for the 2024 decision (the deadline 
for these was 31st January 2016) it is not 
feasible to consider Lima for this Congress 
year. Kolosov offered to write to Delgado 
and indicate that the offer of a 2019 
Thematic Conference, or 2026 Regional 
Conference would be welcome.    
   
Istanbul, Turkey, International 
Geographical Congress 2020.  
Representatives of the LOC (from the 
Turkish Geographical Society) joined the 
meeting and presented a report on their 
progress, which is substantial.  Since the 
signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding in Moscow, the agreement of 
the University has been obtained to use their 
facilities.  A flyer was distributed at the 
AAG in San Francisco.  The website is now 
open at www.igc2020istanbul.org.  
Concerns were raised that the political 
situation in Turkey currently presents a 
significant impediment to the attraction of 
Istanbul as a venue and that this would have 
to be monitored going forward.  
 
Extraordinary International  
Geographical Congress, Paris 2022.   
Antoine Le-Blanc and Nathalie Lemarchand 
joined the meeting for this item.  The 
presentation focused on the developments 
since the last presentation at the Moscow 
Regional Conference, 2015.   In 2017 the 
Scientific Committee will be formally 
established and it is intended that 
relationship with the IGU Centennial Task 
Force will be deepened thereafter.  It is 
intended to establish an independent 
association to manage the Congress 
administratively.  The LOC is making 
connections with individuals and 
organisations at several levels and very 
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positive signs of support are emerging.  
Connections have been established also with 
geographers from francophone African 
countries that are promising, although it 
remains clear that access to funding remains 
the most serious impediment to their 
participation. Marketing Geography among 
the general public, especially the younger 
community, is evident in the ‘La nuit de 
géographie/Night of geography’ event, 
which will take place in March 2017.   
 
IGU Congress bids 2024.  Presentations 
were made by organizing committees from 
four potential venues for the 2024 IGU 
Congress, viz., Copenhagen-Malmö, Dublin, 
Melbourne and Prague.  There was 
considerable debate as to the various 
strengths and weaknesses of each of the bids 
and the EC members expressed their views 
in regard to this.  Following much discussion 
and a secret ballot, the following rank order 
would be recommended to the General 
Assembly: Rank 1: Melbourne; Equal Rank 
2: Copehagen-Malmö and Dublin; Rank 3: 
Prague.    
 
Other Business 
 
IGU Lauréats d’honneur.  Three awards 
will be made at the closing ceremony: to 
Burton, Garcia-Ramon and Werlen.  Burton 
and Garcia-Ramon will attend and receive a 
framed certificate and memento; former 
IGU Vice-President Alcantara-Ayala will 
accept Burton’s award on his behalf. 
 
IGU Planet and Humanity Award 2016.  
This award will be presented to Professor 
Carl Folke, who will attend the closing 
ceremony in order to receive it.  There is a 
framed certificate and small memento 
available to present to him but the actual 
medal still needs to be struck. 
 
Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 18h30 on 21st 
August 2016 
  
 

Follow-on IGU Executive Committee 
meeting: China National Convention 
Centre  
 
25th August 2016 
 
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and 
Introductions 
 
Following the General Assembly and the 
election of new members, the Executive 
Committee, including outgoing and 
incoming members, reconvened at the China 
National Convention Centre at 17h15 on 25th 
August 2016.   The meeting was chaired by 
newly elected President Yukio Himiyama, 
who welcomed Past President Vladimir 
Kolosov, Secretary-General Mike 
Meadows, new Vice Presidents Barbaros 
Gönençgil, and Nathalie Lemarchand, re-
elected Vice-Presidents Joos Droogleever-
Fortuijn and RB Singh, and continuing 
Vice-Presidents Elena dell’Agnese and 
Zhou Chenghu.  Outgoing members of the 
committee, Professor Ron Abler 
(accompanied by Barbara Abler) and Dieter 
Soyez, were also in attendance.  Newly 
elected Vice-President Rémy Tremblay, 
outgoing Vice-President Jarkko Saarinen 
and continuing Vice-President Iain Hay 
were unable to attend. 
 
Organization and Operations 
 
Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 
2016 onwards 
 
Nathalie Lemarchand agreed to arrange the 
next meeting of the Executive Committee 
during mid-November 2016 in Paris.  
Arrangements for EC meetings from 2017 
onwards would be discussed there; Abler 
advised that in Paris the EC should make 
attempts to set upcoming meeting dates in 
principle through 2017 and 2018. 
 
First Vice-President 
 
President Himiyama suggested that Joos 
Droogleever-Fortuijn be the First Vice-
President for the period 2016-20; the 
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nomination was accepted and 
enthusiastically approved. 
 
Farewell 
 
The Executive Committee bade a formal but 
very fond farewell to outgoing Past-
President Ron Abler, First Vice-President 
Dieter Soyez and Vice-President Jarkko 
Saarinen.  They were thanked warmly for 
their diverse contributions and devotion to 
the IGU.  Professor Abler, following 20 
years of service in various executive 
committee roles to the IGU, was presented 
with a token of appreciation. 
 
Adjourn 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 18h00 on 25th 
August 2016 
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Appendix A: The International 
Geographical Union Endowment 
 
Whereas, 
The International Geographical Union 
requires regular and reliable financial 
support to pursue its goals and fulfill its 
missions; 
And Whereas, 
Current and traditional sources of financial 
support available to the International 
Geographical Union have proven inadequate 
to underwrite the costs of the Union’s 
efforts; 
 
Therefore Be It Resolved 
that the International Geographical Union 
Executive Committee, meeting in Mexico 
City, Mexico on 1 May 2003, and as 
amended by the Committee in Tianjin, 
China-Beijing on 19 August 2016, 
establishes and ordains The International 
Geographical Union Endowment as a 
permanent fund, the earnings from which 
shall be expended to advance the interests 
and programs of the International 
Geographical Union at the discretion of the 
International Geographical Union Executive 
Committee or its designate(s), under the 
supervision of the International 
Geographical Union Secretary General and 
Treasurer. 
 
And Be It Further Resolved 
That the International Geographical Union 
Executive Committee shall, in allocating the 
earnings among International Geographical 
Union programs, give priority to: 
1.   requests and programs that will benefit 

early career scholars and those from low 
income countries, and 

2.   requests and programs of an innovative 
and creative nature, especially those in 
need of startup funding and that hold the 
promise of generating external funding.  

 

And Be It Further Resolved  
That it is the specific intention of the 
International Geographical Union Executive 
Committee in establishing The International 
Geographical Union Endowment that the 
endowment’s principal shall be a permanent, 
restricted fund that shall not be invaded to 
meet ordinary or extraordinary International 
Geographical Union operating expenses. 
The principal of the endowment shall be 
invested in accordance with the investment 
policies established and modified from time 
to time by the International Geographical 
Union Executive Committee and approved 
by the International Geographical Union 
General Assembly. Expenditures of the 
endowment’s earnings shall not exceed the 
endowment’s accumulated unexpended 
earnings.  
 
And Be It Further Resolved 
That in the event the International 
Geographical Union shall cease to exist, the 
principal and any accrued interest remaining 
in The International Geographical Union 
Endowment shall be transferred to an 
international organization with a mission 
and goals similar to those of the 
International Geographical Union. 
Original signed by the following on 21st 
August 2016 
 
Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn, Vice President 
Iain Hay, Vice President 
Yukio Himiyama, 
Jarkko Saarinen, Vice President 
Michael Meadows  
R.B. Singh, Vice President  
    
Zhou Chenghu, Vice President 
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Appendix B: Commission and Task Force Review 
 

Code Commission/Task Force Chairperson 2016-20 Action 

C16-01 Applied Geography Lombard, USA Renewed 

C16-02 Biogeography and Biodiversity Mal, India Renewed 

C16-03 Climatology Matsumoto, Japan Renewed 

C16-04 Coastal Systems Woodroffe, Australia Renewed 

C16-05 Cold Region and High Altitude 
Environments Vlasova, Russia Renewed 

C16-06 Cultural Approach in 
Geography To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-07 Dynamics of Economic Spaces Tamasy, Germany Renewed 

C16-08 Environmental Evolution Novenko, Russia Renewed 

C16-09 Gender and Geography Johnston, New Zealand Renewed 

C16-10 Geographical Education Chang, Singapore, 
Brooks, UK Renewed 

C16-11 Geographical Information 
Science 

Sui, United States;  
Su, China-Beijing Renewed 

C16-12 Geography of Governance Nunes Silva, Portugal Renewed 

C16-13 Geography of Information, 
Innovation and Technology Inkinen, Finland Renewed 

C16-14 Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure, and Global Change Müller, Sweden Renewed 

C16-15 Geoheritage Wei Dongying Renewed 

C16-16 Geomorphology and Society  Lin, China-Taipei Renewed 

C16-17 Global Change and Human 
Mobility 

Dominguez-Musica, 
Spain Renewed 

C16-18 Global Understanding Werlen, Germany Established 

C16-19 Hazards and Risks Oguchi, Japan Renewed 

C16-20 Health and Environment To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-21 History of Geography Schmidt di Friedberg, 
Italy Renewed 

C16-22 Islands To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-23 Karst Ravbar, Slovenia Renewed 
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C16-24 Land Degradation and 
Desertification To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-25 Landscape Analysis and 
Landscape Planning To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-26 Land Use and Land Cover 
Change To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-27 Latin American Studies Delgado, Peru Renewed 

C16-28 Local and Regional 
Development To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-29 
Marginalization, Globalization, 
and Regional and Local 
Responses 

Déry, Canada Renewed 

C16-30 Mediterranean Basin Paradiso, Italy Renewed 

C16-31 Modelling Geographical 
Systems Fotheringham, USA Renewed 

C16-32 Political Geography 
Virginie Mamadouh, 
Netherlands; Alexander 
Murphy, USA 

Renewed 

C16-33 Population Geography Piguet, Switzerland Renewed 

C16-34 Sustainability of Rural Systems Schmitz, Belgium; 
Holly, USA Renewed 

C16-35 Toponymy To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-36 Transport Geography To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-37 
Urban Geography:Urban 
Challenges in a Complex 
World 

Rozenblat, Switzerland Renewed 

C12-38 Water Sustainability Frank Winde, South 
Africa Renewed 

T16-01 Olympiad Task Force Sue Lomas, UK, Su-
Min Shen, China-Taipei Renewed 

T16-02 Centennial and 
Sesquicentennial Task Force To be confirmed Renewed 

T16-03 Young and Early Career Task 
Force Ramdas, Singapore Established 

 
 
The following Commissions have been suspended and are on probation pending development of 
further information and plans for the period 2016-20: Arid Lands, Humankind and Environment; 
Indigenous Knowledge and Peoples’ Rights; Mountain Response to Global Change; 
Transformation Processes in Megacities. 
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Appendix C: Memorandum of 
Understanding for collaboration 
between the International 
Geographical Union and the 
International Association of 
Geomorphologists 
 
This Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) is entered into by and between the 
International Geographical Union (IGU) and 
the International Association of 
Geomorphologists (IAG). 
 
Background 
 
The IAG recognises the International 
Council for Science (ICSU) as being the co-
ordinating and representative body for the 
international organisation of science and is 
affiliated to it through the International 
Geographical Union (IGU) and the 
International Union of Geological Sciences 
(IUGS).  
 
Purpose 
 
This MoU will set the terms and 
understanding for establishing a mutual 
beneficial framework of cooperation 
between IGU and IAG for the exchange of 
scientific and technical knowledge and the 
augmentation of scientific and technical 
capabilities between the members of both 
scientific bodies, with respect to the 
geosciences as applied to the investigation 
of topics of particular relevance to society. 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
The Parties shall encourage and facilitate, 
where appropriate, the development of 
direct contacts and cooperation between the 
members of the scientific bodies and other 
agencies, including universities, research 
centres, and institutions of education. 
 
Forms of cooperation under this 
Memorandum may consist of exchanges of 
technical information; visits; participation in 
training courses, conferences and symposia; 

the exchange of professional geoscientists in 
areas of mutual interest; and any other 
collaboration research consistent with 
programs of the Parties. Specific areas of 
cooperation may include, but are not limited 
to, such areas of mutual interest as:  
 
1)   Both scientific bodies shall maintain a 

link, including the logo, to the other 
organization in their respective 
websites 
 

2)   When organizing joint scientific events, 
both organizations will have their 
respective logos in relevant 
documentation 

 
3)   Members of each organization will have 

access to the materials produced by the 
other organization (for example 
abstracts, online material, etc.). 

 
4)   Both organizations will support each 

other in international fora for the 
development of their respective 
activities and recognizing their roles on 
geosciences and their impact on solving 
societal problems. 

 
5)   Topics of interest may include hazards, 

vulnerability, disaster risk, risk 
assessment, natural resources, 
environment, geographical, 
geomorphological and geospatial 
analysis and investigations among 
others, and involve joint workshops and 
scientific fieldtrips, especially during 
conferences.  

 
6)   Other similar activities as might be 

deemed necessary and agreed upon by 
both scientific organizations in the 
future.  

 
Funding 
 
This MoU is not a commitment of funds by 
either party. Third-party funding will be 
sought by both the IGU and IAG to help with 
the funding of the collaboration activities.  
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Cooperative activities under this 
Memorandum shall be subject to the 
availability of personnel, resources, and 
funds. This Memorandum shall not be 
construed to obligate any particular 
expenditure or commitment of resources or 
personnel.  
 
Duration 
 
This MoU is at-will and may be modified by 
mutual consent of authorized officials from 
the IGU and IAG. This MoU shall become 
effective upon signature by the authorized 
officials from the IYGU and IAG and will 
remain in effect until modified or terminated 
by any one of the partners by mutual 
consent. This MoU is signed for an initial 
period of four years and will be 
automatically renewed, for the same period, 
except as indicated otherwise by either 
Party. 
 

Beijing, August 23rd 2016 
 
Original signed by the following: 
 
International Geographical Union (IGU) 
President 
 
Professor Vladimir Kolossov 
Institute of Geography of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
Staromonetny per., 29, 119017 Moscow, 
Russia 
Email: vladimirkolossov@rambler.ru 
& vladimirkolossov@gmail.com 
 
International Association of 
Geomorphologists (IAG) 
President 
 
Professor Eric FOUACHE 
Vice Chancellor 
University Paris Sorbonne Abu Dhabi 
PO Box: 38044, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
E-mail: Eric.Fouache@psuad.ac.ae 
 

 
 

 
 

Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting 
Maison de la Récherche, Paris, France 

14th to 17th November 2016 
 

 
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and 
Introductions 
 
The meeting was chaired by President 
Himiyama, who welcomed Secretary-
General Mike Meadows and Vice Presidents 
Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn, Barbaros 
Gönençgil, Iain Hay, Vladimir Kolosov, 
Nathalie Lemarchand, Rémy Tremblay, 
Zhou Chenghu (with Ma Xiaoyi in 
attendance).  
 
Adoption of the Schedule and Agenda 
 
The schedule and agenda was discussed and 
adopted.  This being the first EC meeting for 

several new members, brief introductions 
were conducted.   
 
Minutes 
 
The minutes of the Beijing meeting in 
August 2016, previously approved via 
email, were tabled for noting and reference 
and, with a minor editorial correction, were 
confirmed. 
 
Organization and Operations 
 
Executive Committee Member Reports 

Given the very short time between the last 
Executive Committee meeting and the 
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current one, members were not requested to 
submit written reports on their IGU-related 
activities.  
 
Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 

2017 onwards 
The Executive Committee schedule for the 
next two years was discussed.  It was agreed 
that the first meeting of 2017 would be held 
in Quebec, Canada in May, with arrivals 7th, 
meeting on 8th and 9th, possible field 
excursion on 10th, departure on 11th May 
2017. It was confirmed that the second 
meeting of 2017 would be in September in 
Amsterdam, with arrivals on 6th, meeting on 
7th and 8th, possible field excursion on 9th and 
departures on 10th September 2017. 
Himiyama offered to host the first meeting 
of 2018 in Japan, preferably in Tokyo, in 
early April, possible arrivals on 9th, meeting 
10th and 11th, departures 12th or 13th April 
2018 depending on field excursion.   There 
would also be a meeting held either 
immediately prior to or following the 
Quebec Regional Conference in August 
2018 (dates are 6th to 10th August 2018).  
Arrangements for the final meeting of 2018 
can only be made once the outcome of the 
election of new EC members is known (mid-
2018).  
 

IGU Strategy 2016-22 
The original strategy, drawn up initially by 
Kolosov at the beginning of his Presidential 
term and followed by several iterations, was 
tabled.  Himiyama emphasized that we 
should continue with these efforts and in 
particular to enhance and emphasise the role 
and activities of the Commissions and 
National Committees, especially in regard to 
Future Earth and IYGU.  The information 
from Future Earth and IYGU needs to be 
regularly monitored to ensure that the 
relevant Commissions are alerted and 
become involved as appropriate. New 
initiatives and special projects may be 
required to be developed over the next four 
years; creative opportunities may exist in 
relation to external bodies, such as Future 
Earth and CIPSH, as well as through our 
own IYGU. Implementation of the strategy 

requires a better division of labour than has 
been the case thus far.  This was discussed at 
some length; the strategy document 
indicates the main goals and activities and 
the key elements were raised and, where 
appropriate, allocated to EC member 
responsibilities.  It was agreed to take these 
important matters up again early in the May 
2017 EC meeting in Quebec. 
 

EC member responsibilities 
The new Executive Committee considered 
the list of IGU National Committees and 
agreed to allocate liaison responsibilities as 
indicated in Appendix 1.   
 

IGU Financial Report and Projection 
Given the short time since the last Executive 
Committee meeting, Meadows did not table 
a written financial report but confirmed that 
the financial situation remains meaningfully 
sound.  In line with the recommendations of 
the Finance Sub-Committee at the General 
Assembly in Beijing, Meadows agreed to 
employ an assistant to help in finalizing the 
2017 accounts and a suitably qualified 
professional to sign off on them. 
 

IGU National Membership Update 
Meadows presented an update on the 
national membership situation.   Hay 
reported that he had approached several 
nations in Oceania with a view to 
encouraging membership and there has been 
follow-up by some of these.  Payment of 
dues from the new national membership 
approved at the Beijing General Assembly 
has been inconsistent and these need to be 
followed up (Meadows). The application 
from Samoa was tabled and it was agreed 
that this met with the usual requirements and 
an email ballot of the General Assembly will 
be initiated to gain the necessary 
authorization (Meadows).  An application 
from Fiji is also anticipated shortly.  
Meadows agreed to draft a letter to be 
distributed to National Committee chairs by 
the EC member liaisons. 
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IGU Commission and Task Force update 
Dell’Agnese has reported that she has made 
progress with several of the suspended 
Commissions. The new Executive 
Committee considered the list of IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces and agreed to 
allocate liaison responsibilities as indicated 
in Appendix 2.  It was suggested that the lists 
of Steering Committee members for each 
Commission and Task Force be made 
available on the Commissions page on the 
IGU website (Meadows). The proposed new 
Commission on Agricultural Geography and 
Land Engineering was tabled.  Since initial 
discussion at the last EC meeting the 
proposal has been revised.  There was 
further discussion regarding the relationship 
between this and the existing IGU Rural 
Sustainability Commission, among others.  
It was agreed in principle that the 
Commission should be established but that 
the proposers need to ensure that they liaise 
fully with relevant other Commissions 
(especially Rural Sustainability) with 
respect to possible overlap and to ensure that 
the steering committee membership 
structure meets with IGU statutory 
requirements.  This should be reported at the 
latest by the time of the next EC meeting 
(Zhou will follow up).  The other relevant 
commissions are to be informed that this 
new Commission has been given in principle 
approval to be established (Meadows).  
Werlen had tabled a new version of the 
Commission on Global Understanding for 
noting.  The steering committee has still to 
be populated.   Given that Ron Abler and 
Dieter Soyez have stepped down from the 
IGU Commission Excellence Award sub-
committee, Kolosov and Gönençgil agreed 
to replace them.   
 

IYGU 
Werlen had forwarded the latest update on 
IYGU.  It is an impressive document in 
terms of the scope of its activities and the EC 
complimented the Director on this.  There is 
concern regarding the sustainability of the 
entire initiative due to the fact that it is so 
reliant on the extraordinary efforts of a 
single person.  This could be a problem 

especially if there is to be a ‘Decade of 
Global Understanding’, which is one of the 
suggested scenarios.  The newly established 
Global Understanding Commission must be 
seen as a key resource in regard to the 
continuation of IYGU activities and Werlen 
needs to consult its steering committee as to 
how the sustainability issue can be 
addressed.  Himiyama was asked to 
communicate these concerns to Werlen and 
to emphasise that, if indeed the ‘decade’ is 
manifested, IGU endorsement will be 
conditional on a satisfactory solution to the 
sustainability challenge.  Existing 
Commissions are also to be encouraged to 
interact with IYGU. The application for 
funding to ICSU following the 2016 call was 
submitted on time and this has a strong 
IYGU focus.  The proposal has a co-lead 
applicant (International Union for 
Anthropological and Ethnological 
Sciences), supported by two others 
(International Union of Psychological 
Sciences and International Union of Soil 
Sciences). 
 
IGU Africa and Latin America initiative 
Sessions devoted to both African and Latin 
American geographers had been convened 
at the Beijing congress, although only with 
relatively limited numbers of participants.  
Some useful ideas emerged nevertheless.  
There was a suggestion that the community 
of African geographers already active in 
IGU initiatives be approached to form a core 
group to foster a larger network.  Kenneth 
Matengu has agreed to pursue the idea of a 
thematic conference in Namibia and an 
indication of a concept note in respect of a 
possible Task Force or Commission for 
Africa has been indicated and Meadows 
agreed to follow up with these contacts.  
Lemarchand has a network within 
Francophone Africa that can also be a useful 
resource. The question was raised as to 
whether or not the local organisers of the 
Quebec Regional Conference could consider 
the possibility of generating funds to support 
attendance of francophone African 
geographers and to consider a special 
session or sessions on Africa (Tremblay).  
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The Latin American initiative already has 
considerable impetus through the upcoming 
La Paz Thematic Conference and the newly 
elected national members from the region. 
 
International assessment in Geography 
International assessment in Geography 

Joseph Stoltman has approached the EC for 
endorsement of the idea of international 
assessment, arising as a logical next step to 
the signing of the International Charter on 
Geographical Education.  Several concerns 
relating to the proposal were highlighted; 
including the claims that ‘strong support’ for 
the idea is indicated by research conducted 
by Australian geography academics. 
Responses came from 36 countries.   The EC 
supports meaningful and appropriate 
international assessment in the discipline but 
feels that a full endorsement at this stage is 
premature.  The IGU Commission on 
Geographical Education is to be encouraged 
to continue to develop the idea and endorse 
it as it sees fit. 
 

IGU Website 
The IGU website continues to be updated as 
usual. 
 

IGU Journals Project 
The database has been updated and the new 
information is in the process of being 
uploaded. 
 

IGU Bulletin 
Volumes 59-60 will be compiled early in 
2017.  Meadows has agreed to post these on 
the website. 
  

IGU eNewsletter 
Former Vice-President Bellezza’s work on 
this was again praised and it is anticipated 
that he will continue to produce the quarterly 
e-newsletter as usual.  
 

OurSus (Droogleever-Fortuijn) 
Activities in association with the Beijing 
Congress seem to suggest a turning point for 
OurSus and there are now several IGU 
Commissions willing to engage with the 
project.  Funding has been obtained from the 

Geographical Society of China and one of 
the Beijing Normal Universities.  Prospects 
of collaborating with IYGU are also being 
discussed with Werlen.  The domination of 
Chinese city cases remains, but Ton Dietz, 
who has already identified several possible 
new participant cities, will have an 
opportunity to be even more active with 
OurSus following his retirement in 2017.   
Droogleever-Fortuijn remains the EC 
contact person and will communicate to Li 
Qi and colleagues the positive impression 
that the developments are creating within 
IGU.  The possibility of a Task Force 
devoted to this project needs to be further 
explored. 
 

IGU Thematic Conferences 
The proposed Baku, Azerbaijan, thematic 
conference (originally scheduled to take 
place in August 21st to 24th 2017) will not 
now take place; Mamedov reported that the 
Azerbaijani government is no longer in a 
position to provide financial support.  
Kolosov suggested an alternative proposal; 
2017 has been proclaimed ‘the year of the 
environment’ in Russia and it is proposed 
that a thematic conference on the topic 
‘Environmental challenges in the 21st 
Century’ be held in Moscow in November 
2017.   A first circular is currently under 
construction. 
 
The website of the thematic conference in La 
Paz, Bolivia is now live and is being 
showcased on the IGU website also.  
dell’Agnese is working hard to market this 
conference and solicit presentations across 
the diverse aspects of the theme; she is also 
organizing a field excursion as part of the 
meeting.  Dell’Agnese and Kolosov will 
participate and will need to take a range of 
IGU publicity materials for display and 
distribution.  Meadows agreed to update the 
IGU flyer with new EC member details and 
the revised list of Commissions and Task 
Forces and will circulate the pdf files once 
finalized.  EC members will then be able to 
print flyers as needed. 
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The organization of the ‘Urbanisation: 
Health and Wellbeing’ IGU thematic 
conference in Hyderabad, India, 17th to 19th 
March 2017 is well underway.  Himiyama 
will attend this conference.  IGU publicity 
material is also required for this. 
 
The chair of bid committees of the 
unsuccessful 2024 Congress proposals 
should be invited to consider organizing a 
thematic conference (Kolosov, Meadows, 
Hay). 
 

MIT Press proposal 
Meadows has received a proposal from a 
commercial publisher (MIT Press) to 
promote their geographically-related books 
through offering a discounted rate for 
‘members’.   Since IGU no longer has 
individual membership this option is 
impractical, but Hay pointed out that this 
proposal raises the broader possibility of 
developing an income stream from reputable 
publishers of geography-related books.  
Himiyama indicated that a substantial 
increase in the income stream could possibly 
threaten the financial support of national 
committees.  One possible solution to this 
would be to suggest that the publishers 
remunerate IGU for a promotional link or 
‘pop-up’ on the IGU website and that these 
funds be used to promote the aims of IGU, 
including, for example, facilitating 
membership of more low-income countries.   
Hay agreed to take this issue forward in 
consultation with Lemarchand and 
Tremblay, initially with MIT but with a view 
to extending the arrangement to other 
possible publishers in due course.  
 

IGU Publications 
Springer publishes several series with strong 
geographical relevance, including the newly 
proposed series on the Sustainable 
Development Goals (series editors Singh, 
Mal and Meadows) and the existing World 
Regional Geography Series (series editor de 
Mulder) and Advances in Geographical and 
Environmental Sciences (series editor 
Singh).  The IGU logo can be used on the 
cover of these volumes provided that there is 

additional short description of IGU 
involvement on the back cover or other 
suitably prominent place. 
 
Cooperation and Outreach 
     

Festival International de Géographie 
There still appear to be challenges regarding 
cooperation between FIG and the IGU.  
Lemarchand reported on informal 
discussions with the local organisers and 
others, including Jean-Robert Pitte, and it is 
clear that any such cooperation needs to be 
mutually beneficial.  The 2017 guest country 
is South Africa.  Lemarchand agreed to take 
these discussions further with the 
appropriate individuals.   
 

IGU Representatives on International 
Bodies 

There was nothing specific to report except 
to reinforce the fact that communication 
with the bodies on which we have 
successfully nominated individuals remains 
less than ideal.  Follow-up with these 
individuals (Nel and O’Brien) needs to be 
improved.  
 

ICSU (incl. GeoUnions) 
The Extraordinary General Assembly held 
in Oslo on 24th October 2016.  Meadows and 
Droogleever-Fortuijn attended on behalf of 
IGU and presented the view that, while IGU 
is supportive of the merger, this should not 
be at the expense of research and projects on 
core aspects of our discipline.   Following 
considerable discussion and voting, the 
decision to take forward the merger in 
principle in accordance with the agreed 
framework was ratified.   
 

ISSC 
Meadows attended the ISSC General 
Assembly in Oslo as a follow-up to the 
previous meeting.  The major item of 
discussion was the proposed merger. 
 

CIPSH 
The CIPSH World Humanities Congress 
will take place in Liège, Belgium, from 6th 
to 12th August 2017.  Kolosov will attend if 
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he is able to secure funding, as one of the 
themes is Border Studies and Droogleever-
Fortuijn agreed to participate if Kolosov 
cannot.  CIPSH has good connections with 
UNESCO through a recently signed 
framework agreement; there are also strong 
linkages also with IYGU.   Both the Cultural 
Geography and History of Geography 
Commissions have obvious synergies with 
CIPSH and Hay and Kolosov agreed to 
encourage them to forge a closer 
relationship.  Tremblay expressed an interest 
in further exploring the possible relations 
between IGU and CIPSH.  It would certainly 
be useful to have representation on the 
CIPSH Board if possible. 
 

EUROGEO, EUGEO 
IGU representation at the events of both 
these organisations is desirable.  
Droogleever-Fortuijn agreed to attend the 
upcoming EUROGEO conference in 
Amsterdam, 2nd to 3rd March 2017.   The 
next EUGEO conference is being held in 
Brussels shortly before our September 2017 
EC meeting in Amsterdam and is sure to 
attract attendance from several EC 
members.  
 

UGAL/EGAL 
The success of this organization (UGAL) 
and its meetings (EGAL) continues to 
impress, and the fact that the next EGAL 
meeting in La Paz has been branded as an 
IGU thematic conference is a very exciting 
development, especially since some 3000 
delegates are expected to attend.  
 

IAG (International Association of 
Geomorphologists) MoU 

 Meadows recently met with the President of 
the IAG, who has proposed a possible ‘joint 
working group/commission’ along the lines 
of the IGU/ICA Toponymy.  This was 
approved by the EC and Meadows will 
engage with the relevant IGU Commission 
in this regard. 
 

 
 

Relations with other organisations (e.g. 
AAG, RGS, ICA 

There will be no formal representation of 
IGU at the 2017 RGS conference in London.  
In relation to the AAG in Boston 2017, it 
was agreed that IGU should if possible be 
represented in the exhibit and that those EC 
members already intending to participate in 
the AAG Conference in Boston can 
periodically attend to the IGU stand when 
available.  Himiyama will approach Doug 
Richardson (urgently) with a view to 
continuing the usual arrangement whereby 
IGU is given such space as a quid pro quo 
for equivalent space at IGU conferences and 
congresses (Himiyama).  For ICA it is 
recognized as important to develop a 
connection in relation to the Paris 
Extraordinary IGU Congress in 2022.   
 
International Geographical 
Congresses and IGU Regional 
Conferences 
  

Beijing, China, International 
Geographical Congress and General 

Assembly 2016 
Zhou presented a brief report on the 
Congress; the preliminary final report has 
been compiled and distributed as a 
contribution in the IGU e-Newsletter and is 
available on the IGU website.   All 
conference materials have been presented in 
the form of hard copies and a hard-drive 
with e-copies of all the files.  Ma Xiaoyi 
presented a preliminary financial report that 
indicated a relatively small but manageable 
operating loss.  The final report is expected 
to be ready before January 2017.  The 
Executive Committee congratulated the 
local organizing committee on an excellent 
job. 
 
Regional Conference, Québec, Canada, 

2018 
Tremblay agreed to liaise with the local 
organizing committee to ensure the success 
of the conference.  Former IGU Vice-
President Kellerman has proposed a new 
kind of paper session devoted specifically to 
the newest concepts and methodologies in 
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the discipline.  The local organizing 
committees of upcoming meetings are to be 
appraised of the contents of this proposal for 
possible implementation (Himiyama). 
 

Istanbul, Turkey, International 
Geographical Congress 2020 

Gönençgil briefly reported the on-going 
activities and developments.  The website is 
live in both English and French and publicity 
material has been distributed (at the AAG in 
San Francisco, 2016 and Beijing 33rd IGC 
for example) and will continue to be made 
available at relevant events (Gönençgil).   
 

Extraordinary International 
Geographical Congress, Paris 2022 

Lemarchand reported that a new association 
‘Paris 2022’ will be launched in 2017 to 
facilitate organization and fund-raising.  The 
election for the new President of the French 
National Committee (CFNG) is being held 
shortly; Antoine Leblanc is the sole 
candidate.  Within the CFNG there is a new 
sub-group on Paris 2022 to be formed.  The 
Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task Force 
under the new leadership of Kolosov now 
has some firm plans.  These include the 
publication of two volumes to be produced 
in time for the Congress and the first task 
will be to establish the editorial board and 
decide on the detailed contents.  The first 
volume is intended to be a documentation of 
the history of the IGU itself based on the 
archives; the second volume will explore the 
role of internationalization in developing the 
discipline, including some case studies etc.    
It is also agreed to assist the local organizing 
committee of the Extraordinary Congress in 

appropriate ways, which will include the 
drafting of a preliminary list of possible 
special guests, including both individuals 
from within and beyond the academic 
discipline.  The Task Force should support 
and enrich the event itself and will need 
additional membership of high profile, 
active geographers (Kolosov). 
 

IGU Congress Dublin 2024 
There is nothing to report at this stage. 
 
Other Business 
 
IGU Planet and Humanity Award 2012- 

2016 
Meadows arranged the casting of new 
medals and there are three available to award 
over in addition to the two that have already 
been engraved with the names of Lester 
Brown (2012) and Carl Folke (2016). 
Professor Carl Folke was presented with his 
medal and framed certificate in Stockholm 
at the Swedish Royal Academy by 
Meadows.   It was suggested that we ask 
former Vice-President Ron Abler to find an 
appropriate means of handing over the 2012 
medal in person (Meadows). 
 
Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 17h10 on 17th 
November 2016.  Nathalie Lemarchand and 
her colleagues were congratulated and 
thanked warmly for the fine arrangements 
and warm hospitality in organizing the 
meeting. 
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C12.01 Applied Geography 
 

 
1. Members and Participants 
 
1.1. Membership 
 

Commission Members as at February 
2016 

President:  
Graham Clarke 
Professor of Geography  
Department of Geography 
University of Leeds 
Leeds  LS29JT  
United Kingdom 
Email: g.p.clarke@leeds.ac.uk 
 
Secretary: 
Eliahu Stern 
Professor of Geography 
Department of geography and  
Environmental Development 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 
Israel 
Email: elistern@bgu.ac.il 
 
Members: 
Diana Alexandru 
Faculty of Geography  
Cluj-Napoke 
Romania 
Email: aledia2003@yahoo.com 
 
Maria Lucinda Fonseca  
Professor 
Centro de Estudos Geograficos /  
Instituto de Geografia e Ordenamento  
do Território Edifício da Faculdade de  
Letras, Alameda da Universidade 
1600-214 Lisboa 

Portugal 
Email: lucinda.fonseca@ceg.ul.pt 
 
David Giband 
University of Perpignan 
7 Rue Mary Cassatt 
66200 Montescot 
France 
Email: giband@univ-perp.fr 
 
John Lombard 
Associate Professor and Chair 
Department of Urban Studies & Public 
Administration 
Director, E. V. Williams Center for Real 
Estate & Economic Development 
Old Dominion University 
2092 Constant Hall, CBPA 
Norfolk, VA 23529, USA 
jlombard@ODU.EDU 
 
Stephane Joost  
GIS laboratory (LASIG) 
ENAC Faculty 
Ecole Polytechnique Federale de  
Lausanne 
Switerzerland 
Email : stephane.joost@epfi.ch 
 
Elizbieta Ortowska 
Institute of Geography and Regional  
Development 
University of Wroclaw 
pl. Uniwersytecki 1, 50-137 Wroclaw 
Poland 
Email: orlowska1@wp.pl 
 
 

Commission and Task Force Reports 2016 

Groupe de travail et de la Commission des rapports annuels 

2016 
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Pablo Eugenio Osses McIntyre 
Instituto de Geografia 
Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile 
Vicuña Mackenna 4860 - Macul 
Santiago 
Chile 
Email: posses@uc.cl 
 
Hamish Rennie 
Senior Lecturer 
Environment Society and Design  
Division 
Lincoln University 
Lincoln, 7647, New Zealand 
Email: rennieh@lincoln.ac.nz 
 
Robert Stimson 
Professor and Director,  
Australian  
Urban Research Infrastructure Network 
(AURIN) 
Faculty of Architecture, Building and  
Planning 
The University of Melbourne 
VIC 
Australia 3010 
Email: rstimson@unimelb.edu.au 
 
Ali Toumi 
Professor 
Faculte des Sciences humaines et  
Sociales de Tunis 
Universite de Tunis 
Tunisia 
Email: Alitoumi2003@yahoo.fr 
 
 
Gina Weir-Smith 
Chief GIS specialist 
Human Sciences Research Council 
South Africa 
Email: Gweir-smith@hsrc.ac.az 
 
Pierre Ginet 
Professor 
Universite de Lorraine 
France 
Email: Pierre.ginet@univ-lorraine.fr 
 
Deng Xiangzheng 
Professor 

Institute of Geographic Sciences and  
Natural Resources Research, CAS 
11A Datun Road, Anwai, Beijing,  
China, 100101 
Email: dengxz.ccap@igsnrr.ac.cn 
 
1.2. International Advisory Group 
 
Antoine Bailly 
Martin Clarke            
Dennis Donovan 
Mauro Gabella  
Lay James Gibson  
Jorge Gaspar  
Kingsley Haynes       
Brian. P. Holly  
Grady Meehan            
Doug Richardson  
Grant Thrall  
Robert Stimson           
Sir Alan Wilson          
Kim Young Il 
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2. Meetings 
2.1. Summary of meetings, themes and venues 
 

Location Date Major theme No. of 
participants 

No. of 
sessions 

No. of 
papers Other activities 

Leeds, UK May 
2013 

Applied GIS & 
spatial modelling 90   2 social events and a 

short field trip 

Kyoto, 
Japan 

August 
2013 

Applied spatial 
modelling in 
health care 

45 6 18 Part of IGU main 
conference in Kyoto 

Tel Aviv, 
Israel 

May 
2014 

Geography and 
planning 45 14 36 

2 social events, 2 
walking tours, a 3 
days regional tour 

Washington 
D.C, USA 

Nov. 
2014 

Applied GIS and 
location science 20 2 10 

Part of the North 
American Regional 
Science Meeting 

Bangkok, 
Thailand 

May 
2015 

Applies service 
analysis and 
planning 

30 9 26 2 social events and 
half a day tour 

Moscow, 
Russia 

August 
2015 

Applied local and 
regional 
development 

40 
5 + 1 
poster 
session 

20 

Part of the IGU 
congress, jointly with 
the local & regional 
development 
commission 

Rhodes, 
Greece 

May 
2016 

Applications of 
Big Data in 
geography & 
planning 

30 9 26 2 social events and a 
short field trip 

Beijing, 
China 

August 
2016 

Applied social and 
cultural geography 

Not yet 
known 

Not yet 
known  Part of major IGU 

conference 
 
 
2.2. Leeds, May 2013 
 
The theme of the first meeting of 2013 was 
‘applied GIS and spatial modelling’. The 
three days witnessed around 80 papers with 
delegates from the UK, US, Australia, 
Canada, Israel, Ireland, the Netherlands, 
Austria, Thailand, Norway, Italy, Portugal, 
India, Sweden, Estonia, China and  Greece. 
Special sessions were convened by Phil 
Rees (population dynamics), John Stillwell 
(commuting and migration) and Alison 
Heppinstall/Andy Evans/Mark Birkin on 
agent-based models. Keynote addresses 
were given by three leading members of the 
spatial modelling fraternity:  Sir Alan 
Wilson (UCL), Stewart Fotheringham (St 
Andrews) and Mark Birkin (University of 
Leeds). The conference was a good social 
event as well. The delegates enjoyed a trip 

to the Yorkshire Dales (the sun shone!) and 
a conference dinner at a fabulous restaurant 
by the Leeds waterfront. 
 
2.3. Kyoto, August 2013 
 
The Applied Geography Commission held a 
joint session at the IGU regional conference 
in Kyoto with the Commission on Health 
and the Environment. The theme title was 
‘Modelling small area data for 
epidemiological studies’. 
 
2.4. Tel Aviv, May 2014 
 
Our principal 2014 meeting took place in the 
Carlton Hotel, Tel Aviv, Israel, under the 
umbrella title of ‘GEOGRAPHY AND 
PLANNING’. It was hosted by the 
Department of Geography & Environmental 
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Development at Ben-Gurion University of 
the Negev. Prof. Eli Stern, secretary of the 
AGC, was the local organizer. 
Three days were devoted to research 
presentations and discussions on the 
following themes: geographic contributions 
to planning, geographical tools and methods 
in planning, geographers involvement in 
planning: experiences and critiques, and 
research examples of thematic planning like 
urban and regional planning, regulatory 
planning, service planning, transport 
planning, environmental planning, spatial 
policy, health planning, "gray space" 
planning, GIS and geo-simulation, and 
planning in Israel. In between the sessions 
there were two walking tours guided by Eli 
Stern and Yodan Rofe, to the old city of 
Jaffa and to the "White City" of Tel Aviv – 
a world heritage site. The meeting started 
with greetings from Graham Clarke (AGC 
Chairman) and Robert Stimson (Former 
AGC Chairman). The opening session 
hosted representatives from the GIS and 
geo-informatics market and from the 
planning practice together with the group of 
academics. 
 
Following the meeting we had a three day 
guided field trip to the Judean foothills, to 
the Judean desert and to Jerusalem. We 
visited the Beit Guvrin and Maresha caves, 
which were subscribed, on June 22nd 2014, 
as a new world heritage site at the 38th World 
Heritage Convention of UNESCO which 
took place in Doha, Qatar. Another world 
heritage site which we visited was Massada, 
near the Dead Sea, Israel's first subscribed 
world heritage site. Swimming in the Dead 
Sea and a detailed tour in the old city of 
Jerusalem were highlights of the rest of the 
tour. The culinary side, both during the 
meetings and the field trip, complemented 
and exemplified the applied aspects of 
cultural geography.  
 
2.5. Washington D.C. November 2014 
 
For our second meeting of the year we 
jointly hosted two sessions at the 2014 North 
American Regional Science Meeting in 

November in Washington DC. The main 
local convenor was John Lombard, the AGC 
North American officer. The two sessions 
were devoted to ‘applied location analyses’. 
2.6. Bangkok, May 2015 
 
The first meeting of 2015 took place in 
Bangkok. This meeting was devoted to 
‘Applied spatial modelling in geography and 
planning’.  It was great that two young 
career academics from Thailand undertook 
to be local conveners: Dr Pakorn 
Meksangsouy, Lecturer in Human 
Geography at Srinakharinwirot University, 
and Dr Charatdao Kongmuang, Department 
of Natural Resources and Environment, 
Faculty of Agriculture, Natural Resources 
and Environment, Naresuan University, 
Thailand. 
 
2.7. Moscow, August 2015 
 
The AGC joined forces with the 
Commission on Local and Regional 
Development to have a joint set of papers at 
the IGU regional conference in Moscow in 
August. This joint session offered papers on 
the broad topic of applied issues related to 
local and regional development, especially 
in relation to issues concerning the effects of 
globalization, place-based and local actors' 
initiatives, infrastructures and regional 
development, regional and social disparities, 
as well as local governments as agents of 
change. 
 
2.8. Rhodes, May 2016 
 
The program for the 1st meeting of 2016 has 
now been finalized. Again we have 
delegates from all around the World, 
participating in the theme of ‘Big data in 
geography and planning’. This is very 
topical and should produce another edited 
collection in due course. 
 
2.9. Beijing 2016 
 
The main theme for our contribution to the 
Beijing meeting is "Applied Cultural and 
Social Geography" dealing with applied 
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studies concerning cultural issues, cultural 
diversity, and topics of well-being (around 
applied social geography). At the time of 
writing we are mid-way through a call for 
papers. 
 
3. Networking and Communication 
 
We have organized joint conferences and 
workshops with the following IGU 
commissions: 
 
1. Leeds 2013 on Applied GIS and spatial 

modelling, with the Commissions of 
Dynamics and Economic Spaces and 
GIScience and Modelling Geographical 
Systems.  

2. The Kyoto IGU meeting was held in 
collaboration with the IGU 
Commission on Health and the 
Environment 

3. Moscow 2015, on applied local and 
regional development, was held in 
collaboration with the IGU 
Commission of Local & Regional 
Development. 

 
Other collaborations: 
 
1. The Leeds meeting was held in 

collaboration with the Centre for Spatial 
analysis and Policy at the University of 
Leeds. 

2. We joined the North America Regional 
Science Association in their conference 
in Washington D.C in November 2014. 

 
4. Publications 
 
During the 4 year period the Commission 
has published one new book on ‘Applied 
Geography and Spatial Analysis: 
Addressing Real World Issues’ edited by 
the outgoing officers Bob Stimson and 
Kingsley Haynes. The book was published 
by Edward Elgar. The details of the book 
appear below. 
 
Editors: Robert J. Stimson, Kingsley E. 
Haynes 
 

Chapters: 
 
1. Applied geography: Relevance and 

approaches 
Robert J. Stimson, Kingsley E. Haynes 
2. A geographic perspective on 

demographic evolution in Europe: The 
C.E.G. participation in the ESPON 
1.1.4 project   

Diogo de Abreu 
 
3. A national transport policy: The case of 

Pakistan 
Roger Stough  
 
4. Spatial modelling, GIS and network 

analysis for improving sustainability of 
transporting aggregates in the UK 

Chengchao Zou, Mark Birkin, Graham 
Clarke, Fiona McEcoy, Andrew Bloodworth 
 
5. SMILE - An applied spatial micro-

simulation model for Ireland  
Karyn Morrissey, Cathal O’Donoghue, 
Graham Clarke, Dimitris Ballas, Stephen 
Hynes 
 
6. Using GIS and spatial modelling to 

support school network planning in 
Estonia 

Edgar Sepp, Jüri Roosaare  
 
7. Spatial optimisation: Expanding 

emergency services to address regional 
growth and development  

Alan T. Murray, Daoqin Tong, Tony H. 
Grubesic  
 
8. Urban growth in the Brisbane-South 

East Queensland region and its 
implications for emergency services 
provision: A Geographical Information 
Systems-based approach 

Jonathan Corcoran, Robert J. Stimson, 
Prem Chhetri, David Rohde, Angela 
Higginson  
 
9. Geographical dimensions of federal 

investment in small business 
development  
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Kingsley E. Haynes, Haifeng Qain, Sidney 
C. Turner 
 
10.  Geographic modelling, public policy, 

and informing the ‘store wars’ 
sovereignty debate in Australia 

Robert G. V. Baker, Stephen N. Wood 
11. Defending territory: Automobile 

dealership customer and site analysis 
John Lombard 
 
12.  West Midlands (UK) regional planning 

(1999-2012), functioning economic 
geography and the E3I belt: Coping with 
uncomfortable truths 

Michael Taylor, John R. Bryson 
 
13. Technopoles: Governance and 

networking 
Haddad Ismail 
 
14. Economics of space: Estimating the 

economic significance of a NASA 
testing facility 

      Michael C. Carroll, Will M. Burns  
 
15.  Using input-output  and GIS to assess 

the economic, fiscal and development 
impacts of toll roads in the Dallas: A 40 
year perspective 

Bernard L. Weinstein, Terry L. Clower 
 
16.  Helping community groups to address 

urban planning issues in a gipsy 
deprived neighbourhod: Geographical 
experiences from Perpignan in a post-
riot context 

David Giband 
 
17.  Designing, implementing, monitoring 

and evaluating an urban community 
development program in Portugal 

Maria Lucinda Fonseca, Alina Esteves 
 
18. A Local master plan for biospheric 

conservation and development: 
Concept, methodology, and application 

Eliahu Stern 
 

19.  Assessing responses responses to 
National Weather Service warnings: 
The case of a Tornado  

Burrell E. Montz  
 
20.  Managing environmental hazards of 

outdoor falls among the elderly 
population of Hong Kong  

Poh-chin Lai, Wong Wing-Cheung, Chan 
Ming-Houng, Low Chien-Tat, Wong Kin 
Chung Martin 
 
21. Hydropower in the Chilean Patagonia: 

Evaluating socio-economic conditions 
for resettlement and/or compensation of 
rural inhabitants 

Frederico Arenas, Pablo Osses McIntyre 
 
We have a second book in print edited by the 
current officers, with papers selected from 
the last two years of Commission meetings. 
The content of this book are as follows: 
 
‘Applied Spatial Modelling and Planning’ 
To be published by: Routledge Limited 
 
1. Introduction 
 
Overview  
 
2. Sir Alan Wilson, Applied Spatial 
Modelling: ‘Big Science’ and ‘Best 
Practice’ Challenges.       
 
Dynamics of Economic Space  
 
3. Jitendra Parajuli and Kingsley E, 
Haynes, An exploratory analysis of new 
firm formation in New England. 
 
4. Jonathan Corcoran, Francisco Rowe, 
Alessandra Faggian, and Robert Stimson, 
The Impacts of Policy Change on Overseas 
Human Captial in Australia:  The 
Implementation of the 485 Graduate Visa.  
 
5. Robert Baker, On the three ‘laws’ of 
spatial interaction and a string theory finale: 
perspectives from social physics with 
examples in the digital and retail economy 
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Housing and Settlements  
 
6. Yan Liu, David Wadley, and Jonathan 
Corcoran, Spatial typology of the private 
rental housing market at neighbourhood 
scale: the case of South East Queensland, 
Australia 
 
7. Paul Bidanset and John R. Lombard, 
Optimal Kernel and Bandwidth 
Specifications for Geographically Weighted 
Regression:  An Evaluation Using 
Automated Valuation Models for Mass Real 
Estate Appraisal. 
 
8. Eliahu Stern, Spatial search: New 
settlements for Israel's ultra-orthodox 
population. 
 
9. Daniel Felsenstein and Yair Grinberger, 
A Tale of Two Earthquakes:  Dynamic 
Agent-Based Simulation of Urban 
Resilience. 
 
Population Movements and Ageing 
 
10. P.Rees, P.Wohland, P.Norman, The 
United Kingdom’s Multi Ethnic Future:  
How Fast Is It Arriving? 
 
11. Leslie Mayhew and David Smith, 
Decomposition of Life Expectancy at Older 
Ages and Prospects for Ageing Populations 
 
12. Nick Addis (University of Leeds) Using 
Agent-Based Modelling to understand 
Crime Phenomena 
 
Health Care Management and Planning 
 
13. Holly Shulman, Graham Clarke, Mark 
Birkin (University of Leeds) Modelling the 
impact of new community hospitals on 
access to health care 
 
14. Melanie Tomintz, Victor M. Garcia-
Barros (GeoHealth Laboratory, Department 
of Geography, University of Canterbury, 
New Zealand and Galileo University, 
Institute Von Newmann, simSALUD – 

Towards a Health Decision Support System 
for Regional Planning 
 
15. Mike Bithell (Cambridge University) 
Small scale agent-based modelling of 
infectious disease transmission: An example 
in a primary school. 
 
16. Michelle Morris, G. Clarke, K.Edwards, 
C. Hulme, J.Cade (University of Leeds) 
Exploring small area geographies of obesity 
in the UK: evidence from the UK Women’s 
Cohort Study 
 
17. Karyn Morrissey, Peter Kinderman, 
Eleanor Pontin, (University of Liverpool) 
Sara Tai, (University of Manchester) 
Matthias Schwannauer (University of 
Edinburgh) Examining the Socio-spatial 
determinants of Depression in the UK 
 
Managing the Environment 
 
18. Robert Fligg, Joana Barros (Natural 
Resources Canada, Birkbeck University of 
London), A Case Study of Flooding in the 
Limpopo River Basin, Xai-Xai,  
Mozambique 
 
19. Tal Svoray (Ben Guirion Univerity of the 
Negev).  A computational framework for 
mitigating land degradation: a synergy of 
knowledge from physical geography and 
geoinformatics 
 
5. Archival Contributions 
 
We will send copies of all publications to the 
IGU archives and Dr. Bruno Schelhaas, 
Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography, 
Archiv für Geographie, Schongauerstr. 9, 
04328 Leipzig, Germany  
(www.ifl-leipzig.de). 
 
6. Continuation 
 
6.1. Commission Name unchanged 
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6.2. Mission 
 
The International Geographical Union’s 
Applied Geography Commission focuses on 
improving understandings of the basic 
research/applied research interface and the 
needs of geographers based in universities, 
government, business, and non-
governmental organizations for the services 
provided by professional organizations. It 
also considers the ways that the IGU and 
other existing geography organizations 
might better serve the enormous population 
of geographers in business, government, and 
NGOs. 

6.3. Steering Committee 2016-2020 
 
We hope to elect the steering committee at 
our meeting in Rhodes in May.  
 
However, the new president is likely to be 
John R. Lombard, PhD 
and the new Secretary 
Professor Jon Corcoran 
 
6.4. Work Plan 
 
At this point it is difficult to be precise about 
events in 2017. However, the new secretariat 
are committed to 2 meetings per year over 
the next 4 years, including the Applied 
Commission’s early summer meetings, and 
participation at future IGU regional events 
in August. 
 

 
 
 

C12.02 Arid Lands, Humankind and Environment 
 

 
1. Steering Committee 
 
Prof. Dr. Mahmoud M. Ashour  
Department of Geography  
Faculty of Arts  
Ain Shams University  
Cairo, EGYPT  
Email: mmashour43@hotmail.com  
 
Prof. Dr. Abdualllh Nasser Alwelaie 
(SAUDI ARABIA)  
Faculty of Social Sciences  
Emam Mohamed Ben Saud University  
P.O Box 100330  
11635 Riyadh, SAUDI ARABIA  
Email: alwelaie@hotmail.com  
 
Prof. Dr. Olaf Bubenzer (Secretary) 
(GERMANY) Department of Geography  
University of Heidelberg  
Im Neuenheimer Feld 348  
69120 Heidelberg, GERMANY  
Email: olaf.bubenzer@geog.uni-
heidelberg.de   

Dr. Saif Salim Saif AL Qaidi (UAE)  
Department of Geography  
Faculty of Humanities and social studies  
U.A.E University.  
P.O. Box 17771  
AL Ain, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES  
 
 
Prof. Dr. Nabil Sayed Embabi (EGYPT)  
Department of Geography  
Faculty of Arts  
Ain Shams University  
Cairo, EGYPT  
Email: embabi@hotmail.com   
 
Prof. Dr. Xiaoping Yang (CHINA)  
Institute of Geology and Geophysics  
Chinese Academy of Sciences  
P.O. Box 9825  
Beijing 100029, CHINA  
Email: xpyang@263.net.cn  
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Prof. Dr. George S. Brook (USA)  
Department of Geography  
Franklin college of Arts and Science  
University of Georgia  
Athens GA 30602- 2502, USA  
Email: gabrook@uga.edu   
 
Dr. Kevin White (UK)  
Landscape and Landform Research Group  
Department of Geography  
The University of Reading - Whiteknights  
P.O. Box 227  
Reading - RG6 6AB, UK  
Email: k.h.white@reading.ac.uk  
 
Dr. Ahmed Abdel Salam (OMAN)  
Sultan Qabbos University, OMAN  
Email: salam@squ.edu.om   
 
Dr. Ulrik Mårtensson (SWEDEN)  
Dept. of Phys. Geography and Ecosystems 
Analysis  
Lund University, Solvegatan 12  
SE-223 62 Lund, SWEDEN  
Email: ulrik.martensson@nateko.lu.se 
 
2. Commission Activities 
 
2.1. Research Project 
 
Sand accumulation in Egypt 
In operation for the last 8 years  
The Main researchers are Mahmoud Ashour, 
Nabil S. Embabi, George Brook and Olaf 
Bubinzer 
 
2.2. Field Trips and Conferences 
 
Professor Mahmoud Mohamed Ashour: 
 
 11-13 May 2012, The 4th International 

Symposium Of Geography, Spiru Haret 
University, Bucharest, Romania. 

 1-4 April 2013, International 
Geographical Symposium (Geography 
and Global Changes) Teba University, 
Saudi Arabia. 

 December 2013, Excursion to the  Red 
Sea cost of Egypt with the Group of 
Egyptian Natural Protectorates  My 
own observation were mainly about 

raised beaches Egyptian Natural 
Protectorates  My own observation 
were mainly about raised beaches. 

 14-26 March 2014, The Journey of the 
life time to the South western corner of 
Egypt, entitled “In the foot of the Prince 
Kamal Expedition. 1923.  Geology, 
Geomorphology, Archeology and Geo 
archeology were the main items of our 
expedition. 32 Journalists and 
Photographers from Europe and Japan 
participated in this Expedition. I 
presented a Lecture entitled 
Geomorphological observations in the 
S.W. Corner of Egypt. 

 April 2014, Field Trip to Siwa Oasis, 
the Northern Tips of the Great Sand Sea 
in Egypt for Surveying, Collecting 
samples and Morphological Mapping).  

 16-18 August 2014, The 6th 
International Symposium of 
Geography, Spiru Haret University, 
Bucharest, Romania.  

 The 2015 IGU Regional Conference, 
August 2015 Moscow. 

 Training Workshop, December 2014, 
Kharga Oasis, Western Desert, Egypt, 
20 PhD and MA students, Egyptian 
Geomorphological Group. 

 Training workshop, December 2015, 
Sohag, Nile Valley, 27 PhD and Master 
Degree students, Egyptian 
Geomorphological Group 

  
Prof. Nabil S. Embabi: 
 
 Presenting a paper at the 8th 

International Conference on 
Geomorphology, Paris, August 2013:    
Geomorphology of North Sinai Sand 
Sea.  

 Field Training Workshop in Desert 
Geomorphology in Kharga and Dakhla 
Depression, the Western Desert, Egypt. 
December 2015. 

 Field Training Workshop for young 
geomorphologists in Desert  
Geomorphology in the Nile Valley 
(Sohag Governorate and its Desert 
Environs), December 2015. 
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Prof.George Brook: 
 
 Sacha, C, Stewart, Brian, A.) part of 

series Vertebrate Paleobiology  
 Chair of Session: “Fluvial II”, 69th 

Annual Meeting of the Southeastern 
Division of the Association of 
American Geographers (SEDAAG), 
Athens, GA, Nov. 23-25, 2014. 

 
Prof. Dr. Abdualllh Nasser Alwelaie:  
  
 Participated in 16 international, 

regional and local Conferences and 
Scientific Meetings. 

 
2.3. Publications 
 
Prof. Mahmoud Ashour: 
 
Sabkhas in Qatar Peninsula, Landscape and 
Geodiversity, Spiru Haret University, 
Bucharest, Romania, issue 1/2013,P 10-35. 
 
The Quaternary history of the Western 
Desert of Egypt as recorded in Abu El Egl 
Playa (2015) by J. Donner, M. Ashour and 
N. Embabi. In press, Bulletin of the 
Egyptian Geographical Society .Vol.88, pp 
1-18. 
 
Using Space images, GIS and field Survey 
To Study Mass movement in the 
Mountainous areas of AlMadan and Shara in 
Yemen , ( in press) By M. Ashour, M. N. 
ALbakry and A. Modagesh, In Press, 
Bulletin of the Egyptian Geographical 
Society . Haitham S. Alsaid(M.A) 2014, The 
Main Environmental Problems  in Siwa 
Oasis,using R.S and  GIS.(221P.) 
 
Prof. Nabil S. Embabi:  
 
Geomorphology of Ghard- Abu- Moharik 
Sand Sea, Bull. Soc. de Géographie 
d'Égypte 85: 1-28. 
 
Sand Dunes in the Arab Countries, The Arab 
Geographical Journal (in Arabic) The 
Egyptian Geographical Society 59: 1-45. 
 

A book: on Landscapes and Landforms of 
Egypt: in Press, Springer 
 
Prof. George Brook:  
 
Mancini, M.V., Franco, N.V., Brook, G.A. 
(2013). Palaeoenvironment and early human 
occupation in southernmost South America 
(south Patagonia, Argentina). Quaternary 
International 299, 13-22. 
 
Brook, G.A., Mancini, M.V., Franco, N.V., 
Bamonte, F., Ambrústolo, P. (2013). An 
examination of possible relationships 
between paleoenvironmental conditions 
during the Pleistocene-Holocene transition 
and human occupation of southern 
Patagonia (Argentina) east of the Andes, 
between 46º and 52º S. Quaternary 
International 305, 104-118. 
 
Scott, L., Neumann, F.H., Brook, G.A., 
Bousman, C.B., Norström, E., Metwally, A. 
(2013). Corrigendum to “Terrestrial fossil-
pollen evidence of climate change during the 
last 26 thousand years in Southern Africa” 
[Quat. Sci. Rev. 32 (2012) 100e118]. 
Quaternary Science Reviews 59: 115-116. 
 
Brook, G.A., Cherkinsky, A., Railsback, 
L.B., Marais, E., Hipondoka, M.H.T. 
(2013). Radiocarbon dating of organic 
residue and carbonate in stromatolites from 
Etosha Pan, Namibia: the radiocarbon 
reservoir effect, correction of published 
carbonate ages, and evidence of a >8 m deep 
lake during the Late Pleistocene. 
Radiocarbon 55, 1156-1163. 
 
Sletten, H.R., Railsback, L.B., Liang, F., 
Brook, G.A., Marais, E., Hardt, B., Cheng, 
H., Edwards, R.L. (2013). A petrographic 
and geochemical record of climate change 
over the last 4600 years from a northern 
Namibia stalagmite, with evidence of 
abruptly wetter climate at the beginning of 
southern Africa’s Iron Age. 
Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, 
Palaeoecology 376, 149-162. 
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Litwin, R.J., Smoot, J.P., Pavich, M.J., 
Markewich, H.W., Brook, G., Durika, N.J. 
(2013). 100,000-year-long terrestrial record 
of millennial-scale linkage between eastern  
North American mid-latitude  
paleovegetation shifts and Greenland ice-
core oxygen isotope trends. Quaternary 
Research 80, 291-315. 
 
Railsback, L.B., Xiao, H., Liang, F., Akers, 
P.D., Brook, G.A., Dennis, W.M., Lanier, 
T.E., Tan, M., Cheng, H., and Edwards, R.L. 
(2014). A stalagmite record of abrupt 
climate change and possible Westerlies-
derived atmospheric precipitation during the 
Penultimate Glacial Maximum in northern 
China.  
Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology,  
Palaeoecology 393, 30-44. 
Brook, G.A., Franco, N.V., Povazsan, G., 
Benedetto, C. (2014). New evidence of 
climate change in southern Patagonia from 
cave deposits in Santa Cruz Province, 
Argentina. Argentina Subterránea  
(Publicación semestral de la Federación 
Argentina de Espeleología – FadE) 35, 5-8. 
 
Brook, G.A., Cherkinsky, A., Marais, E. and 
Todd, N. (2014). Rare Elephant Molar 
(Loxodonta africana zulu) from the 
Windhoek Spring Deposit, Namibia. 
Transactions of the Royal Society of South 
Africa 69 (3): 145-150. 
 
Brook, G.A., Franco, N.V., Ambrústolo, P., 
Mancini, M.V., Wang, L. and Fernandez, P. 
(2015). Evidence of the earliest humans in 
the Southern Deseado Massif (Patagonia, 
Argentina), Mylodontidae, and changes in 
wáter availability.  Quaternary International 
363, 107-125.  
 
van Aardt, A.C., Bousman, C.B., Brink, J.S., 
Brook, G.A., Jacobs, Z., du Preez, P.J, 
Rossouw, L. and Scott, L. (2015). First 
chronological, palaeoenvironmental, and 
archaeological data from the Baden-Baden 
fossil spring complex in the western Free 
State, South Africa. Palaeoecology of Africa 
33, 117-152. 
 

Liang, F., Brook, G.A., Kotlia, B., 
Railsback, L.B., Hardt, B., Cheng, H. and 
Edwards, R.L. and Selvaraj Kandasamy, S. 
(2015). Panigarh cave stalagmite evidence 
of climate change in the Indian Central 
Himalaya since AD 1256: monsoon breaks 
and winter southern jet depressions. 
Quaternary Science Reviews 124, 145-161. 
 
Railsback, L.B., Brook, G.A., Ellwood, 
B.B., Liang, F., Cheng, H. and Edwards, 
R.L. (2015). A record of wet glacial stages 
and dry interglacial stages over the last 560 
ka from a massive stalagmite in Carlsbad 
Cavern, New Mexico, USA. 
Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, 
Palaeoecology 438, 256-266. 
 
Hamdan, M.A.R. and Brook, G.A. (2015). 
Timing and characteristics of late 
Pleistocene and Holocene wetter periods in 
the Eastern Desert and Sinai of Egypt, based 
on 14C dating and stable isotope analysis of 
spring tufa deposits. Quaternary Science 
Reviews 130, 168-188. 
 
Brook, G.A., Railsback, L.B., Scott, L., 
Voarintsoa, N-R.G. and Liang, F. (2015). 
Late Holocene stalagmite and tufa climate 
records for Wonderwerk Cave: 
Relationships between archaeology and 
climate in southern Africa. African 
Archaeological Review 32, 669-700. 
 
Franco, N.V., Brook, G.A., Mancini, M.V. 
and Vetrisano. L. 2015. Changes in lithic 
technology and environment in southern 
continental Patagonia: the Chico and Santa 
Cruz River basins. Quaternary International, 
Southern Deserts (accepted). 
 
Wilmsen, E. N., Campbell, A.C., Brook, 
G.A., Robbins, L.H. and Murphy, M. 
(2013). Mining and moving specular 
haematite in Botswana, ca. 200-1300 AD. 
In: Humphris, J. and Rehren, T. (eds), The 
World of Iron, Archetype Publications, 
London, pp. 35-45. 
 
Iannone, G., Awe, J., Chase, A.F., Chase, 
D.Z. Conolly, J., Moyes, H., Brook, G.A., 
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Polk, J., Webster, J. (2014). An 
archaeological consideration of long-term 
socio-environmental dynamics on the Vaca 
Plateau, Belize. Ch. 13 in “The Great Maya 
Droughts in Cultural Context” (ed. Gyles 
Iannone). University of Colorado Press, 
Boulder (March, 2014), pp. 271-300. 
 
Robbins LH, Brook GA, Murphy ML, 
Ivester AH, Campbell AC. (2016). The 
Kalahari from stages six to two (ca. 186,000-
13,000 years ago): Archaeology, 
Palaeoenvironments and Population 
Dynamics. Chapter in: Africa from MIS 6-
2: Population Dynamics and 
Paleoenvironments (Eds.: Jones, and 
Paleoanthropology (Series Eds.: Delson, 
Eric, Sargis, Eric, J.) Springer, Netherlands 
 
Prof. Dr. Abdualllh Nasser Alwelaie: 
 
Introduction to preparation of scientific 
researches and thesis 400 p. 2012. 
 
A dictionary of settlements and tribes in 
Arabian Peninsula, Iraq, south Jordan and 
Sinai translated  
 
Al Shamasia, touring and refreshment sites, 
2014; Co-editing of Special Issues of 
International Journals 
 
Prof. Xiaoping Yang: 
 
Lancaster, N., Yang X. and Thomas, D 
(2013): Spatial and Temporal Complexity in 
Quaternary Desert Datasets: Implications 
for Interpreting Past Dryland Dynamics and 
Understanding Potential Future Changes. 
Quaternary Science Reviews (an Elsevier 
journal), Vol. 78, 301-380. 
 
Yang, X. and Williams, M. (2015): 
Landforms and processes in arid and 
semiarid environments. CATENA (an 
Elsevier journal), Vol. 134, 1-97. 
 
Yang, X., Scuderi, L.A., Wang, X., Scuderi, 
L.J., Zhang, D., Li, H., Forman, S., Xu, Q., 
Wang, R., Huang, W. and Yang, S. (2015): 
Groundwater sapping as the cause of 

irreversible desertification of Hunshandake 
Sandy Lands, Inner Mongolia, Northern 
China. PNAS 112(3), 702-706. 
 
Li, H. and Yang, X. (2014): Temperate 
dryland vegetation changes under a 
warming climate and strong human 
intervention — with a particular reference to 
the district Xilin Gol, Inner Mongolia, 
China. Catena 119, 9–20. 
 
Zhang, D., Yang, X., Rozier, O. and 
Narteau, C. (2014): Mean sediment 
residence time in barchan dunes. J. 
Geophys. Res. Earth Surf., 119, 451–463, 
doi:10.1002/2013JF002833. 
 
Ren, X., Yang, X., Wang, Z., Zhu, B., 
Zhang, D. and Rioual, P. (2014): 
Geochemical evidence of the sources of 
aeolian sands and their transport pathways in 
the Minqin Oasis, northwestern China. 
Quaternary International. 
 
Rioual, P., Lu, Y., Chu, G., Zhu, B. and 
Yang, X. (2014): Morphometric variation of 
Seminavis pusilla (Bacillariophyceae) and 
its relationship to salinity in inter-dune lakes 
of the Badain Jaran Desert, Inner Mongolia, 
China. Phycological Research, 62, 282-293. 
 
Yang, X., Wang, X., Liu, Z., Li, H., Ren, X., 
Zhang, D., Ma, Z., Rioual, P., Jin X. and 
Scuderi, L. (2013): Initiation and variation 
of the dune fields in semi-arid northern 
China - with a special reference to the 
Hunshandake Sandy Land, Inner Mongolia. 
Quaternary Science Reviews 78, 369 – 380. 
 
Rioual, P., Lu, Y., Yang, H., Scuderi, L., 
Chu, G., Holmes, J., Zhu, B. and Yang, X. 
(2013): Diatom-environment relationships 
and a transfer function for conductivity in 
lakes of the Badain Jaran Desert, Inner 
Mongolia, China. Journal of Paleolimnology 
50, 207 – 229. 
 
Liu, Z. and Yang, X. (2013): Geochemical-
geomorphological evidence for the 
provenance of aeolian sands and 
sedimentary environments in the 
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Hunshandake Sandy Land, eastern Inner 
Mongolia, China. Acta Geologica Sinica 
(English Edition) 87, 871 – 884. 
 
Yang, X., Li, H. and Conacher, A. (2012): 
Large-scale controls on the development of 
sand seas in northern China. Quaternary 
International 250, 74-83. 
 
Yang, X. (2012): Chapter 31 – 
Environmental change in arid and semi-arid 
regions. In: The Handbook of 
Environmental Change, Ed. Matthews, J., 
Bartlein, P., Briffa, K., Dawson, A., de 
Vernal, A., Denham, T., Fritz, S. and 
Oldfield, F. (London: Sage Publications) 
Volume II, 141-162. 
 
3. Continuation 
 
The commission will continue the re-
establishment of interactions with 
colleagues in the Arab world, if not else, 
with regard to the recent political situation. 

In addition these colleagues have insights in 
the indigenous geographical knowledge of 
livelihood practices which could be 
sustainable in arid environments.  
 
Planned joined field trips, conferences and 
sessions of the commission in 2016- 2018: 
 
 Field trip to the AlHebal sand Sea in SE 

Egypt (Sand accumulation project in 
Egypt) 

 Commission meeting and sessions as 
part of the IGU Conference in China 

 Commission meeting and session 
during the MRP conference in Turkey 

 Work shop and Training course for PhD 
and Master Degree students. 

 Organizing a meeting for The 
Sustainable Development in Arid and 
Hyper Arid areas during 2017-2018, in 
collaboration with the Geographical 
Society of Egypt. 

 
 

 
 
  

C12.03 Biogeography and Biodiversity 
 

 
1. Membership 
 
1.1. Steering Committee 
 
Prof. Dr. Udo Schickhoff (Chair), 
Department of Geography 
University of Hamburg 
Hamburg, Germany  
Email:  
schickhoff@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de 
 
Prof. Dr. Kazuharu Mizuno (Vice-Chair), 
Graduate School of Asian and African Area 
Studies 
Kyoto University, Japan 
Email:  mizuno@jambo.africa.kyoto-u.ac.jp 
 
 
 

Dr. Mark Blumler 
Biological Sciences Department 
SUNY Binghamton, 
Binghamton, NY, USA 
Email: mablum@binghamton.edu 
 
Dr. Reija Hietala 
Department of Geography and Geology 
University of Turku 
FI-20014 Turku, Finland 
Email: reija.hietala@utu.fi 
 
Prof. Dr. Nagula Nagabhushanam 
Department of Geography 
Sri Venkateswara University 
Tirupati - 517502, Andhra Pradesh, India, 
Email: nnbgeo@yahoo.com 
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Prof. Dr. Alvaro Gonzalez-Gervasio 
Department of Geography 
Universidad de la Republica 
Av. 18 de Julio 1968, Montevideo, Uruguay 
Email: alvarog@chasque.apc.org 
 
Dr. Jennifer Hill 
Department of Geography and  
Environmental Management 
School of the Built and Natural  
Environment 
University of the West of England,  
Frenchay Campus, Coldharbour Lane, 
Bristol BS16 1QY, UK 
Email: jennifer.hill@uwe.ac.uk 
 
Prof. Dr. Andrew Millington 
Faculty of Science and Engineering 
Flinders University 
Adelaide, South Australia,  
Email: andrew.millington@flinders.edu.au 
 
Prof. Dr. David Taylor 
Department of Geography 
Museum Building, Trinity College  
Dublin, University of Dublin, Ireland 
Email: taylord@tcd.ie 
 
Dr. Alexander Wearing 
Department of Geography 
University of Otago 
Dunedin, New Zealand 
Email:  aew@geography.otago.ac.nz 
 
Dr. José Alejandro Velázquez 
Department of Geography 
UNAM, Mexico 
Email: alexmontes2000@yahoo.com 
 
1.2. Commission Members 
 
Current corresponding members of the 
Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity are listed below, arranged by 
countries. 
 
This membership list has currently 236 
members, but does not include numerous 
delegates from respective host countries 
attending the annual meetings. 
 

Argentina 
Alessandro, M.B., Mendoza 
 
Australia 
Bekle, H., Perth; Kull, C.A., Clayton; 
Millington, A., Adelaide 
 
Austria 
Geitner, C., Innsbruck; Grabherr, G., Wien; 
Samimi, C., Wien 
 
Brazil 
Melo e Souza, R., Aracaju; Rezende da 
Silva, S., Sao Paulo; Tavares Rocha, Y., Sao 
Paulo 
 
Canada 
Sinclair, J., Winnipeg; Tews, J., Ottawa 
 
Chile 
Cabalar Fuentes, M., Santiago; Quintanilla, 
V., Santiago; Rojas, C., Concepcion 
 
China 
Ming, J., Zhangye; Ren, Z., Beijing; Zhang, 
X., Beijing 
 
Ethiopia 
Bekele, T., Shashemene; Desta, H., Addis 
Ababa; Woldu, Z., Addis Ababa 
 
Finland 
Hietala, R., Turku 
 
Georgia 
Gegechkori, A., Tbilisi 
 
Germany 
Albrecht, C., Giessen; Anhuf, D., Passau; 
Audorff, V., Bayreuth; Baranova, A., 
Hamburg; Becht, M., Eichstätt; 
Beierkuhnlein, C.; Bayreuth; Bittner, T., 
Bayreuth; Block, J., Erlangen; Block, M., 
Erlangen; Bobrowski, M., Hamburg; 
Böhling, N., Kirchheim u. Teck; Böhmer, 
H.J., Bonn; Borchardt, P., Hamburg; 
Bräuning, A., Erlangen; Bürzle, B., 
Hamburg; Chmielewski, F.M., Berlin; 
Cikovac, P., Köln; Deil, U., Freiburg; 
Dlugosz, A., Trier; Dotter, D., Regensburg; 
Dulamsuren, C., Göttingen; Ehlkes, L., 
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Hamburg; Engwald, S., Frankfurt a.M.; 
Fartmann, T., Münster; Faude, U., Bonn; 
Feilhauer, H., Erlangen; Filz, K., Trier; 
Finch, O.D., Oldenburg; Fränzle, O., Kiel; 
Friedmann, A., Augsburg; Gawlik, J., 
Erlangen; Gebel, M., Dresden; Gebhardt, 
H., Karlsruhe; Glawion, R., Freiburg i.Br.; 
Gleich, A., Erlangen; Griessinger, J., 
Erlangen; Hahn, I., Münster; Harter, D., 
Bayreuth; Hochhut, E.S., Mainz; Hohnwald, 
S., Göttingen; Holler, S., Hamburg; Hölzel, 
N., Münster; Jaeschke, A., Bayreuth; 
Jedicke, E., Karlsruhe; Jentsch, A., 
Bayreuth; Jungkunst, H., Göttingen; 
Jurasinski, G., Rostock; Kappas, M., 
Göttingen; Karl, H.V., Göttingen; Kiehl, K., 
Freising; Kreft, H., Göttingen; Kreyling, J., 
Bayreuth; Krummel, T., Göttingen; 
Kuhlmann, M., Münster; Kuhn, E., 
Gackenbach; Küster, H., Hannover; Lange, 
J., Hamburg; Lembeck, R., Hamburg; le 
Mellec, A., Göttingen; Lingenhöhl, D., 
Erlangen; Link, M., Gießen; Löffler, J., 
Bonn; Loos, G.H., Oberhausen; Lötters, S., 
Trier; Löw, A., Hamburg; Mahecha, M., 
Jena; Menz, G., Bonn; Metzing, D., 
Oldenburg; Meyn, A., Potsdam; Miehe, G., 
Marburg; Mühlner, S., Leipzig; Müller-
Hohenstein, K., Bayreuth; Nagy, L., 
Bayreuth; Najmi, U., Greifswald; Neff, C., 
Karlsruhe; Nezadal, W., Erlangen; Nüsser, 
M., Heidelberg; Nutz, L., Karlsruhe; Pape, 
R., Bonn; Peters, M., München; Peters, T., 
Erlangen; Platten, H., Koblenz; Poschwitz, 
H., Frankfurt a.M.; Pott, R., Hannover; 
Reimer, F., Bonn; Reiss, M., Marburg; Reu, 
B., Leipzig; Richter, M., Erlangen; Rödder, 
D., Bonn; Rollenbeck, R., Mannheim; 
Runkel, U., Trier; Russow, F., Bensheim; 
Sattler, D., Leipzig; Scheid, A., Karlsruhe; 
Schickhoff, U., Hamburg; Schiller, H., 
Eitorf; Schlütz, F., Göttingen; Schmidtlein, 
S., Karlsruhe; Schmitt, T., Bochum; 
Schmitt, E., Giessen; Schröder, H., 
Erlangen; Schröder, B., Mannheim; 
Schröder, B., Rostock; Schulz, E., 
Würzburg; Schulz, N., Erlangen; Schwab, 
N., Hamburg; Schwabe, B., Erlangen; 
Siewert, A., Hamburg; Steinbauer, M., 
Bayreuth; Steinecke, K., Bremen; Stenzel, 
S., Bonn; Strewe, R., Bad Zwischenahn; 

Sturm, H.J., Frankfurt a.M.; Szarzynski, J., 
Mannheim; Thannheiser, D., Hamburg; 
Treter, U., Erlangen; Vanselow, K.A., 
Erlangen; Vater, G., Berlin; Venzke, J.F., 
Bremen; Veste, M., Hamburg; Völkel, J., 
Regensburg; von Wehrden, H., Halle/Saale; 
Wagner, F., Bremen; Wallossek, C., Köln; 
Wehberg, J., Hamburg; Weiß, W., Erlangen; 
Weis, M., Freiburg; Wellstein, C., Bayreuth; 
Werner, W., Heidelberg; Werner, M., 
Mainz; Wesenberg, J., Leipzig; Wilmking, 
M., Greifswald; Wollesen, D., Bochum; 
Zemmrich, A., Greifswald  
 
Great Britain 
Hill, J., Bristol; Jones, B., Oxford; Syfert, 
M., Cambridge 
 
India 
Bhat, M.S., Srinagar; Chauhan, D., Jaipur; 
Chauhan, G.S., Bhopal; Das, S.A., Mysore; 
Eswarappa, B., Bangalore; Jayakumar, 
K.V., Kozhikode; Jeet, I., Jammu; Kala, 
C.P., Kosi-Katarmal; Kanth, T.A., Srinagar; 
Kumar, A., Delhi; Kumria, P., Delhi; 
Maithani, D.D., Srinagar (Garhwal); Mal, 
S., Delhi; Nagabhushanam, N., Tirupati; 
Nandeshwar, M.D., Kozhikode; Negi, V.S., 
Delhi; Pandey, U.N., Bilaspur; Panwar, 
M.S., Srinagar (Garhwal); Pathak, M., 
Bhurkura; Prasad, R., Jaipur; Rahman, M.; 
Gauhati; Sharma, P., Gauhati; Sharma, V.R., 
Delhi; Singh, M., Rohtak; Singh, P.K., 
Lucknow; Singh, R.B., Delhi; Tiwari, V.K., 
Bilaspur; Wodeyar, A.K., Bangalore 
 
Ireland 
Taylor, D., Dublin 
 
Japan 
Fujita, T., Kyoto; Kimoto, K., Hiroshima; 
Koarai, M., Tsukuba; Mizuno, K., Kyoto; 
Teshirogi, K., Tokyo 
 
Kyrgyzstan 
Kulikov, M., Bishkek; Laskov, G., Bishkek 
 
Mexico 
Patricia, P., Guadalajara; Velázquez, J.A., 
Mexico City 
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Mongolia 
Damdinsuren, O., Khovd 
 
Namibia 
Bethune, S., Windhoek; Curtis, B., 
Windhoek; Joubert, D.F., Windhoek 
 
New Zealand 
Wearing, A., Dunedin 
 
Nigeria 
Aweto, A., Ibadan 
 
Norway 
Lundberg, A., Bergen, Vetaas, O., Bergen 
 
Poland 
Bokwa, A., Krakow; Dudek, A., Warsaw 
 
Romania 
Baltescu-Socol, O., Bucarest; Grigorescu, I., 
Bucarest; Romanescu, G., Iasi 
 
Russia 
Belonovskaya, E., Moscow; Dikareva, T.V., 
Moscow; Makhinov, A.N., Khabarovsk; 
Tishkov, A.A., Moscow 
 
Spain 
Infante Fabres, N.O., Barcelona; Lozano 
Valencia, P.J., San Sebastian 
 
Switzerland 
Beck, J., Basel; Brügger, R., Bern; 
Jeanneret, F., Bern; Nagel, P., Basel; von 
Fumetti, S., Basel; Vonlanthen, C., Bern; 
Wolf, S., Zürich 
 
Thailand 
Schmidt-Vogt, D., Bangkok 
 
Tunisia 
Ayache, F., Sousse; Mondher, C., Manouba 
 
Ukraine 
Gerasimenko, N., Kiev 
 
Uruguay 
Gonzalez-Gervasio, A., Montevideo 
 
 

USA 
Blumler, M., Binghamton; Hessing-Lewis, 
M., Corvallis 
 
1.3. Commission website 
 
The Commission website is located on the 
homepages of the chairman: 
Prof. Dr. Udo Schickhoff 
E-mail:  
schickhoff@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de 
Internet: http://www.geo.uni-hamburg.de/i-
geogr/biogeographie/igu/index.html 
 
2. Meetings 
 
2.1. Meetings in 2012 
 
IGU 32nd INTERNATIONAL  
GEOGRAPHY CONGRESS  
COLOGNE, GERMANY, 26th-30th 
August, 2012 
 
The IGC Cologne, Germany, 26-30 August, 
was the major event in 2012 for the 
worldwide community of geographers as 
well as for the Biogeography and 
Biodiversity Commission. At the IGC, the 
Commission conducted a business meeting 
and two paper sessions. This IGC is 
considered an unprecedented success for the 
IGU. The numbers of delegates surpassed all 
expectations, as more than 2800 
Geographers from more than 80 countries 
across the globe participated in this 
Congress at the University of Cologne in 
order to share their research ideas and 
network with each other. Especially 
encouraging for the IGU was the large 
number of younger registrants who had been 
attracted by the new approach of the 
organizing committee. The Congress 
stressed the importance of Geography as a 
discipline that uniquely straddles the social 
and natural sciences. The failure (until 
recently) of science to understand the 
fundamentally integrated nature of earth 
systems at a range of spatial scales – 
something that Geographers recognised long 
ago – has led us to the brink of a global 
environmental crisis. This is a chance to use 
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our talents – through research and teaching 
– and especially through the invigoration 
that our younger practitioners offer – to lead 
the way. The Congress proved it can be 
done. Congratulations to the organisers and 
good luck to the Chinese delegation who 
formally invited the delegates to the next 
one, to take place in Beijing in 2016. In the 
meantime, you can catch highlights of the 
magnificent opening ceremony and the 
wonderful keynotes by following the link to: 
http://livestream.igc2012.org/ 
 
Business meeting of the Biogeography 
and Biodiversity Commission at the 32nd 
International Geographical Congress 
(IGC) Cologne 2012, August 26-30 
 
During the business meeting the 
Commissions’ past and future activities 
were discussed, other topics included 
steering committee membership, 
networking, publications, and the 
newsletter. The meeting started with a 
review of the Commissions’ meetings 2008-
2012, major outcomes of these meetings 
were highlighted. Regarding the 
continuation of the Commissions’ work, the 
following objectives have been defined for 
the period 2012-2016: 
 
• To continue to explore and exploit the 

diversity of biogeography as a 
discipline within Geography, Biology 
and allied disciplines, thereby 
promoting biogeography teaching, 
research and scholarship 

• To organise fora for presentation and 
discussion (i) within the IGU structures 
(IGU Regional Conference Kyoto 2013, 
etc.), (ii) by group meetings with 
national geographical bodies, and (iii) 
to promote biogeographical research 
and scholarship by geographers within 
other international organisations such 
as the International Biogeography 
Society (IBS), the International 
Association for Vegetation Science 
(IAVS), and other ICSU/IUBS 
organisations 

• Using our full members we will 
organise joint meetings with the 
biogeography groups in India, Poland, 
Japan, and Germany in the next four 
years 

• Using our experiences of biogeography 
in developing countries, we will 
continue to hold joint meetings in those 
countries to further promote 
biogeography as an important discipline 

• We will continue to publish 
proceedings of our meetings wherever 
possible 

 
We continue to develop our newsletter as the 
main source of information, to be located on 
the Commission’s new website containing 
information on its structure and activities, as 
well as on new publications and other 
relevant news in our field. In terms of 
networking, we also continue cooperation 
with other IGU Commissions as well as 
other international groups and scientific 
bodies. 
 
During the business meeting a new Steering 
Committee, consisting of a Chair and a 
Vice-Chair as well as nine additional 
Steering Committee members had been 
elected providing for the management of the 
Commission. 
 
Sessions of the Biogeography and 
Biodiversity Commission at the 32nd 
International Geographical Congress 
(IGC) Cologne 2012, August 26-30 
 
The local organizing committee kindly 
allocated two time slots for paper sessions to 
the Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity. A total of 7 papers could be 
accommodated in these technical sessions, 
spanning a wide variety of topics: 
 
C08.03-01 Climate Change and Land Use 
Effects on Species, Communities and 
Ecosystems: Indian Subcontinent and the 
Himalayas  
Chair: Udo Schickhoff, R.B. Singh 
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R.B. Singh (University of Delhi): 
Anthropogenic Biomes: Regional Response 
to Global Climate Change Modeling  
Th. Scholten (University of Tübingen), D. 
Wagner (Alfred Wegener Institute), M. 
Schloter (Helmholtz Zentrum München), P. 
Kühn, C. Dörfer (both: University of 
Tübingen), J. Ollivier (Helmholtz Zentrum 
München), S. Yang (Alfred Wegener 
Institute):  
The Permafrost Transect - Effects of 
Climate Change and Land Use on 
Permafrost and Carbon Dynamics in Soils 
along a Climate Gradient across the Tibetan 
Plateau  
Rama Prasad (University of Rajasthan):  
Land Degradation and Changing Ecosystem 
in Central Aravalli Hilly Range: A Case 
Study of Tonk District, Rajasthan, India  
Udo Schickhoff (University of Hamburg):  
Himalayan forest-cover changes over the 
past two centuries: A review of spatial and 
temporal aspects 
 
C08.03-02 Climate Change and Land Use 
Effects on Species, Communities and 
Ecosystems  
Chair: R.B. Singh, Udo Schickhoff 
 
Tishkov Arkady, Elena Belonovskaya (both: 
Russian Academy of Sciences):  
The priority for the European mountain 
biodiversity conservation in Russia  
Inder Jeet (University of Jammu):  
Spatial-Temporal Variability of Apple 
Orchards in Response to Environmental 
Change in Himachal Pradesh (India)  
Dharmender Chauhan (University of 
Rajasthan):  
Distribution of aloe vera in semi-arid region 
(Khetri), Rajasthan 
 
The above paper sessions attracted much 
interest among the attendees of IGC 2012 
and yielded productive discussions, 
contributing to an overall stimulating and 
rewarding conference. The sessions of our 
Commission had been integrated into a 
remarkable program of plenary sessions, 
technical sessions, poster sessions, meetings 
and seminars, exhibitions, and field trips. 

Framing the scientific program by colourful 
inaugural and closing ceremonies, shows, 
and social events the local organizing 
committee did a great job in making IGC 
2012 a successful, memorable and 
rewarding event. 
 
2.2. Meetings 2013 
 
IGU CONFERENCE ON  
GEOINFORMATICS FOR  
BIODIVERSITY AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE, ROHTAK, HARYANA, 
INDIA, 14th-16th March, 2013 
 
The IGU Conference on Geoinformatics for 
Biodiversity and Climate Change in Rohtak, 
Haryana, India, was jointly organized by the 
Department of Geography, Maharshi 
Dayanand University, Rohtak, Haryana, the 
IGU Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity, and the IGU Commission on 
Land Use and Land Cover Change. This 
Conference highlighted various  
environmental problems associated with 
development under climate change.  
 
The Commission is very grateful to Dr. R.B. 
Singh, Secretary General of the National 
Association of Geographers, India, and 
Vice-President of the IGU for the tasks he 
undertook co-organizing and advising this 
conference. The Commission also expresses 
sincere thanks to the local organizing 
committee including the Patron Prof. R.P. 
Hooda, Vice-Chancellor of Maharshi 
Dayanand University, the Convener Prof. 
M.I. Hassan, Head of Department of 
Geography, and the Organizing Secretary 
Dr. Mehtab Singh, Department of 
Geography. 
 
Focal theme of the conference: 
This International Conference aimed to 
highlight the various environmental 
problems associated with development and 
changing climatic scenarios. The problem of 
climate change and ensuing transformations 
that are to manifest in various sectors of 
human life on the earth is an important area 
where the geoinformatics can play a vital 
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role. Environmental perspectives and the 
scientific approaches including modern 
technologies are bringing spatial solutions to 
environmental and societal problems. 
Geoinformatics along with its accessories 
like Remote Sensing and GIS helps in 
assessing the results of various 
environmental problems both physical and 
social. This conference welcomed all 
geographers, scientists, hydrologists, 
academicians, researchers, technologicians, 
environmentalists, engineers, planners, 
policy makers, social workers, research 
students and other interested professionals 
from geography and its allied fields to share 
their research experiences. 
 
GEOINFORMATICS FOR  
BIODIVERSITY AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
 
Special session on  
 Disaster Risk Reduction 

 
Subthemes 
 Biogeography and Land Information 

System 
 Land Use Land Cover Change and 

Biodiversity 
 Climate Change and Extremes 
 Natural Resource Management 
 Urban Health and Well-being 
 Coastal Zone Management 
 ‘Population-Development-

Environment’ Interface 
 Integration of Remote Sensing, GIS and 

GPS for Geospatial Applications 
 
The academic sessions consisted of 
invited/plenary talks and contributed paper 
presentations. 
 
The above paper sessions attracted much 
interest among the attendees of the Rohtak 
Conference and yielded productive 
discussions, contributing to an overall 
stimulating and rewarding symposium. 
Around 500 delegates from India and 
abroad, including the USA, Russia, Japan, 
Australia, Iran and Ethiopia, had been taking 
part in the event. 

IGU REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
KYOTO, JAPAN, 4th-9th August, 2013 
 
The IGU Kyoto Regional Conference 2013 
was hosted by the Japan National 
Committee for IGU on behalf of the entire 
geographic community in Japan and in 
cooperation with Japan Organization of 
Geographical Societies (JOGS) and IGU. 
The following invitation has been 
circulated:  
The main theme of the conference was 
“Traditional Wisdom and Modern 
Knowledge for the Earth's Future”. The 
ancient capital of Japan, Kyoto is globally 
recognized in association with the Kyoto 
Protocol, which was concluded in December 
1997 at the Kyoto International Conference 
Center, where the Conference was held. The 
Conference added a new page in the history 
of this memorable venue and succeeded in 
enhancing global understanding, especially 
in the light of the global environmental 
challenges the world now faces.  
 
The Great East Japan Earthquake/Tsunami 
on March 11, 2011 and the unprecedented 
disaster that followed, including the nuclear 
disaster at Fukushima, have shaken not only 
Japan, but also the rest of the global 
community. The events have led an 
increasing number of people to reconsider 
their values, priorities, and ways of living. 
The Conference offered ample opportunities 
to learn, think, and exchange information 
and ideas on these crucial issues. It also 
provided an opportunity for networking.  
The participants of the Conference also 
enjoyed visiting other parts of Japan and its 
vicinity by joining pre- or post-congress 
excursions. These were arranged by the 
Organizing Committee or IGU 
Commissions, with the support of a number 
of national/regional geographical societies.  
 
Activities of the Biogeography and 
Biodiversity Commission at the Kyoto 
Regional Conference 
 
At the Kyoto Regional Conference, the 
Commission conducted a business meeting 
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as well as the following sessions within the 
technical session series: 
 
CS03-1 Scientific mapping of climate 
change, water, forests and biodiversity 
Chair(s): Udo Schickhoff (Univ. of 
Hamburg), Kazuharu Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.) 
 
Kazuharu Mizuno,Tomohiro Fujita (Kyoto 
University): Vegetation succession on Mt. 
Kenya in relation to glacial fluctuation and 
global warming 
 
Virender Singh Negi (Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh (E) College, University of Delhi): 
Impact of Climate Change on Livelihood in 
the Western Himalayas 
 
Pawan Kumar Singh (National PG College, 
Lucknow University, Lucknow): 
Distributional Patterns of Biographical 
Regions in Indian Subcontinent: A Spatial 
Analysis 
 
Mohan Pathak (S.M.R.D.P.G. COLLEGE, 
BHURKURA, GHAZIPUR, U.P.): 
Biodiversity of the Ganga River Flood 
Plains (India); An Ecological Perspectives  
 
CS03-2 Biodiversity and forest 
conservation: policy implications and local 
knowledge system  
Chair(s): Koichi Kimoto (Hiroshima 
Jogakuin Univ.), R. B. Singh (Delhi Univ.) 
 
Poonam Kumria, R.B. Singh, Koichi 
Kimoto (University of Delhi): Exclusion or 
Empowerment: Participatory Deliberations 
on Forest Commons in Dehradun Valley, 
India 
 
Mahfuza Rahman, Jayasree Borah, Pradip 
Sharma (Cotton College): Forest Cover, 
Policies and Governance in Assam India 
 
Ines Grigorescu, Monica Dumitrascu, 
Gheorghe Kucsicsa, Mihaela Nastase 
(Institute of Geography, Romanian 
Academy): Assessing Invasive Terrestrial 
Plant Species in the Romanian protected 
areas. 

Pradip Sharma, Mahfuza Rahman, Dhanjit 
Deka, Rubul Hazarika 
(Cotton College): Livelihood Challenges of 
Fringe Communities of Dabaka and 
Jamuna-Maudanga Reserved Forests, 
Assam, India 
 
CS03-3 Biodiversity conservation and 
livelihood security 
Chair(s): Koichi Kimoto (Hiroshima 
Jogakuin Univ.), R. B. Singh (Delhi Univ.) 
 
Kirill Ju. Bazarov (Pacific Institute of 
Geography FEB RAS): Automatically 
interpretation of satellite Images which were 
made in different times (by example of 
transboundary territories). 
 
Vishwa Raj Sharma (University of Delhi): 
Land Use, Forests and Environmental 
Pollution in Agra Metropolitan City 
 
Ajay Kumar, R.B. Singh, Koichi Kimoto 
(University of Delhi): Local Knowledge and 
Forest Management in Changing 
Environment of Rajasthan Drylands in 
India: A Case of Sariska National Park 
 
Koichi Kimoto, Das S Arun (Hiroshima 
Jogakuin University): Process of 
Desertification a Challenging Resilience: 
Forest Management as Regional 
Governance in Southern India. 
 
2.3. Meetings 2014 
 
IGU Conference on Geohazards, 
Resource Sustainability and Mountain 
Response to Global Change, Srinagar 
(Jammu and Kashmir), India, 4th-5th 
June, 2014 
 
The IGU Conference on Geohazards, 
Resource Sustainability and Mountain 
Response to Global Change in Srinagar, 
jointly organized by the Department of 
Geography and Regional Development, 
University of Kashmir, the IGU 
Commission on Mountain Response to 
Global Change, and the IGU Biogeography 
and Biodiversity Commission, highlighted 
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various issues and problems associated with 
over-exploitation of natural resources and 
climate change in mountain environments. 
The Commission is very grateful to Dr. R.B. 
Singh, Secretary General of the National 
Association of Geographers, India, and 
Vice-President of the IGU for the tasks he 
undertook co-organizing and advising this 
conference. The Commission also expresses 
sincere thanks to the local organizing 
committee including the Patron Prof. Talat 
Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor, University of 
Kashmir, the Convener Prof. Tasawoor A. 
Kanth, UGC-SAP Coordinator, Department 
of Geography and Regional Development 
University of Kashmir, and the Organizing 
Secretary Prof. M. Sultan Bhat, Head of the 
Department of Geography and Regional 
Development, University of Kashmir.  
 
Thrust Areas of the Conference: 
The over-exploitation of some of the 
important earth resources like land and 
water has led to a number of environment 
related problems world over. At the same 
time, the natural and anthropogenic 
activities have led to increase of geohazards 
around the globe, with the result that the 
sustainability of different earth resources is 
threatened. In this context, the relevance of 
geohazards and sustainability of earth 
resources for human survival has become a 
major international issue as scientific 
evidence builds on the global health 
implications of resource loss. This issue is 
closely linked with the issue of climate 
change and risks due to climate change are 
associated with fast degradation of mountain 
environment which are the main source of 
different resources like glaciers, water, 
forests, soil, medicinal plants, etc. Holistic 
natural resource based spatio-temporal 
planning, development and management is 
essential to save the degraded ecosystem for 
sustainable resource management. The 
conference aimed to highlight the various 
environmental problems associated with 
development and changing climatic 
scenarios. The problem of climate change 
and ensuing transformations that are to 
manifest in various sectors of human life on 

the earth is an important area where the geo-
spatial tools can play a vital role. 
Environmental perspectives and the 
scientific approaches including modern 
technologies are bringing spatial solutions to 
environmental and societal problems. 
Different geo-spatial tools like Remote 
Sensing, GIS and GPS help in assessing the 
results of various environmental problems 
both physical and social. This conference 
welcomed all geographers, scientists, 
hydrologists, academicians, researchers, 
technologists, environmentalists, engineers, 
planners, policy makers, social workers, 
research students and other interested 
professionals from geography and its allied 
fields to share their research experiences.  
 
Focal Theme: 
Geohazards, Resource Sustainability and 
Mountain Response to Global Change  
 
Special Session on 
Geohazards & Disaster Risk Reduction  
 
Sub Themes  
 Sustainable Natural Resource 

Management  
 Biogeography and Land Information 

System  
 Land Use and Land Cover Change  
 Global Climate Change and Extremes  
 Disaster Management and Planning  
 Environment and Health  
 Sustainable Tourism Development  
 ‘Population-Development-

Environment’ Interface  
 Integration of Remote Sensing, GIS and 

GPS for Geospatial Applications 
 
The academic sessions consisted of 
invited/plenary talks and contributed paper 
presentations. The above paper sessions 
attracted much interest among the attendees 
of the Srinagar Conference and yielded 
productive discussions, contributing to an 
overall stimulating and rewarding 
symposium. National and international 
scholars and local/national students took 
advantage of the presence of over 250 
experts from diverse disciplines belonging 
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to various reputed institutions representing 
Poland, Hungary, Germany, Japan, 
Tajikistan, Romania and Cameroon and 
different parts of India. 
 
IGU REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
Krakow, Poland, August 18-22, 2014 
 
The IGU Krakow Regional Conference 
2014, organized under the honorary 
patronage of the President of the Republic of 
Poland, Bronisław Komorowski, had been 
prepared by the consortium of eight Polish 
geographical institutions, coordinated by the 
Polish Geographical Society. The local 
organizing committee had been constituted 
by the Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Management, Jagiellonian University 
Krakow, together with the Jagiellonian 
University Department of Communications 
and Marketing - Conferences. 
 
The main theme of the conference was 
Changes, Challenges, Responsibility. 
Modern geography faces significant 
challenges focusing on the recognition of 
and response to contemporary changes in the 
environment, society and economy. All this 
calls for our responsibility. The conference 
aimed to create a forum at which these issues 
can be addressed. It was open to all 
geographers across the spectrum who 
specialize in all fields of the discipline. The 
conference was intended to be an event 
contributing to efforts undertaken, for 
example, by ICSU/ISSC Future Earth, and 
aimed at defining pathways towards 
sustainability and responding effectively to 
the risks and opportunities of global 
environmental change. 
 
The participants of the Conference also 
enjoyed visiting other parts of Poland and its 
vicinity by joining pre- or post-congress 
excursions. These were arranged by the 
Local Organizing Committee and several 
universities and other scientific institutions 
in Poland, including the Polish Academy of 
Sciences.  
 

Activities of the Biogeography and 
Biodiversity Commission at the Krakow 
Regional Conference 
 
At the Krakow Regional Conference, the 
Commission conducted a business meeting 
as well as the following sessions within the 
technical session series: 
 
C12.03 Climate Change and Dynamics of 
Mountain Ecosystems 1 
Chair(s): Udo Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.), 
Suraj Mal (Delhi Univ.) 
 
N. Schwab, U. Schickhoff, J. Böhner, T. 
Scholten, R.P. Chaudhary, B. Bürzle, L. 
Gerlitz, M. Müller, E. Schenk 
TREELINE: Detecting the response of a 
Himalayan near-natural treeline ecotone to 
climate change 
 
M. Müller, S. Drollinger, T. Scholten 
Soil properties and nutrient cycling in the 
alpine treeline ecotone of Rolwaling Himal, 
Nepal 
 
S. Mal, R.B. Singh, U. Schickhoff 
Climate change impacts on glaciers and 
glacial lakes in the Nanda Devi Biosphere 
Reserve, Indian Himalaya 
 
D. Ganiushkin, K. Chistyakov 
Climatic cyclicity and dynamics of the 
glacio-nival systems of central part of Altay-
Sayan mountain system  
 
C12.03 Climate Change and Dynamics of 
Mountain Ecosystems 2 
Chair(s): K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.), T. Fujita 
(Kyoto Univ.) 
 
K. Mizuno, T. Fujita 
Duration from glacial disappearance, 
altitude, and land surface sediments in 
relation to vegetation distribution in the 
Bolivia Andes 
 
T. Johansson 
Effects of global change on integrated pest 
management in East African Mountains 
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M. Drielsma, G. Manion, K. Williams, 
J.Love, S. Taylor 
Modelling climate-induced emergent 
patterns of biodiversity at biogeographic 
scales to inform conservation in south-
eastern Australia 
 
C12.03 Biogeographical Distributions, 
Gradients, Disturbances: The Indian 
Subcontinent in Focus 
Chair(s): R.B. Singh (Delhi Univ.), U. 
Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.) 
 
M. Pathak 
Agrobiodiversity in floodplain farming: 
Some consideration with a part of the Ganga 
River floodplain 
 
R. Mukherjee 
The changing pattern of aridity and its 
implication on the spatio-temporal 
variability of vegetation vigor: A case study 
in Rajasthan 
 
D.S. Chauhan 
Geo-environmental study of the natural 
vegetation in Rajasthan: A special reference 
of Shekawati Region, Rajasthan, India 
 
C12.03 Linking Biogeography and Society 1 
Chair(s): K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.), U. 
Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.) 
 
K. Teshirogi 
Distributions of woody plants and its 
relation to the day-trip herding of goats in 
north-western Namibia 
C. Egbinola, A. Amanambu 
Impact of charcoal production on tree 
species diversity in Ibarapa East local 
government, Oyo State, Nigeria 
 
V.P. Meena 
Biodiversity conservation in Indira Gandhi 
Canal Project Area, Thar Desert, India 
 
A.Tishkov, E. Belonovskaya 
The actual biogeography of the European 
Russia as a result of the climatic impact’s 
and landuse’s synergy 
 

C12.03 Linking Biogeography and Society 2 
Chair(s): K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.), U. 
Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.) 
 
M. Ziulkiewicz, J. Zelazna-Wieczorek 
Geographic conditions of the trophic status 
of springs at a small spatial scale based on 
the quantitative analysis of diatom 
communities 
 
D. Czamanski, M. Toger 
The evolution of the open space network in 
Haifa 
 
M. Rechcinski, A. Pietrzyk-Kaszynska, W. 
Krol, M. Grodzinska-Jurczak, J. Cent, A. 
Olszanka, B. Peek, P. Matczak, K. Maczka 
Identifying Natura 2000 sites with diverse 
ecosystem services and social conditions: 
How to link socio-economic and ecological 
data of different spatial scope? 
 
The above paper sessions attracted much 
interest among the attendees of the Krakow 
Regional Conference and yielded productive 
discussions, contributing to an overall 
stimulating and rewarding meeting. The 
sessions of our Commission had been 
integrated into a remarkable program of 
plenary sessions, technical sessions, poster 
sessions, meetings and seminars, 
exhibitions, and field trips. Framing the 
scientific program by colourful inaugural 
and closing ceremonies, shows, and social 
events, the local organizing committee did a 
great job in making the Krakow Conference 
a successful, memorable and rewarding 
event. 
 
2.4. Meetings 2015 
 
IGU Regional Conference Moscow, 
Russia, August 17-21, 2015 
 
The International Geographical Union 
(IGU) had a conference in Moscow last 
summer for the third time since the 
International Geographical Congress of 
1976, when over 2,000 participants from 
around the world gathered in the Soviet 
capital for lectures, discussions, workshops 
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and excursions. The pace of global change 
has since accelerated in directions that once 
seemed unimaginable. At the 2015 IGU 
Regional Conference, participants had 
ample opportunity to discuss these changes 
in light of current political-environmental 
challenges. The conference theme was 
“Geography, Culture and Society for Our 
Future Earth.” It took place at Lomonosov 
Moscow State University (LMSU) from 17-
21 August, 2015. 
 
IGU Moscow 2015 focused on five main 
themes: urban environment, polar studies, 
climate change, global conflicts, and 
regional sustainability. The programme was 
rooted in principals of diversity and 
interdisciplinary exchange. It featured a 
variety of meetings, including plenary 
sessions, lectures, panel discussions, 
workshops and other events. There were 
also opportunities to share ideas on IGU 
projects and the role of geographers in 
international initiatives such as Future Earth. 
Geographical education and integration of 
young scholars was central to each of the 
conference themes. The programme 
featured a day for young scholars as well as 
sessions on “Academic Geography for 
Secondary Schools” and “Teaching 
Geography in the University.” IGU Moscow 
also included the 2015 International 
Geographical Olympiad. 
 
Conference proceedings took place at the 
LMSU main campus, a distinctive work of 
Socialist Realist architecture that rises 236 
meters above a park along the Moscow 
River. Views of the city from the Faculty of 
Geography and museums on the building’s 
upper floors are among the most 
breathtaking of many in Russia’s capital. At 
the core of a territory that spans nine time 
zones, Moscow’s fabric embodies 
fascinating historical transformations and 
continuities. Participants were encouraged 
to join a host of excursions in and around the 
city. After the conference there were trips to 
other parts of Russia, including St. 
Petersburg, the Golden Ring, the Upper 
Volga, Sochi, Kazan, Novgorod the Great 

and Valday National Park. Excursions 
provided many different options for 
informal conversation based on shared 
geographical, cultural and historical 
interests. 
 
Activities of the Biogeography and 
Biodiversity Commission at the Moscow 
Regional Conference 
 
At the Moscow Regional Conference, the 
Commission conducted a business meeting 
as well as the following sessions within the 
technical session series: 
 
C12.03 Biogeography and Conservation of 
Biodiversity 1 
Chair(s): U. Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.), 
RB Singh (Delhi Univ.) 
 
A.Tishkov 
Actual biogeography of Russia: key 
changes, status and trends of biodiversity 
 
K. Mizuno 
Vegetation change after 30 years and 
damage by deer grazing in alpine meadow of 
the southern Japan Alps 
 
M. Dumitrascu, I. Grigorescu, G. Kucsicsa, 
M. Doroftei 
Invasive terrestrial plant species in 
Romanian protected areas: key 
environmental features and spreading 
pathways 
 
B.V.R. Singh, A. Sen 
Spatio-temporal and comparative analysis of 
tiger landscape complex in India (2006-
2014) 
 
I.N. Vladimirov 
The ecological potential of Baikalian 
Siberia’s geosystems  
 
C12.03 Biogeography and Conservation of 
Biodiversity 2 
Chair(s): U. Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.), 
RB Singh (Delhi Univ.) 
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E. Belonovskaya, A. Krenke, A. Tishkov, 
N.G. Tsarevskaya, J.M. Matuszkiewicz, A. 
Kowalska 
Conservation of the old agrarian landscapes 
for the high biodiversity sustention 
 
D. Zolotov, D. Chernykh 
Landscape and floristic diversity of 
heterogeneous catchments of steppe and 
forest-steppe zones 
 
T. Dikareva, V. Rumiantsev 
Distribution of allergenic plants in Russia 
C. Salunkhe, S. Raskar 
Mapping of sacred groves from Konkan 
region of Maharashtra State, India: the 
repositories of bioresources, culture and 
religion 
 
C12.03 Biogeography and Conservation of 
Biodiversity 3 
Chair(s): U. Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.), 
RB Singh (Delhi Univ.) 
 
T. Dikareva, E. Koroleva, V. Neronov, A. 
Romanov, E. Suslova, M. Volchenkova, E. 
Melikhova 
Conservation biogeography in the Moscow 
University: analyses of biodiversity 
distribution and selecting priority areas for 
protection in Palearctic 
 
L. Emelyanova, N. Leonova, K. Gongalsky, 
L. Levik, A. Repina, M. Dychkin, E. 
Vachshchenkova, D. Kuznetzova, P. 
Kuznechenko 
Researching geography of the northern 
Eurasia biotic diversity by using criteria of 
species activity and abundance 
 
M. Zimin, E. Golubeva, W. Rees, O. 
Tutubalina 
Spectral properties of subarctic plants 
D. Grudinin, S. Levykin, V. Chibilyova, I. 
Yakovlev 
The conservation of landscape and 
biological diversity of steppe ecosystems 
within the Orenburg-West Kazakhstan 
transboundary region 
 

C12.03 Biogeography and Conservation of 
Biodiversity 4 
Chair(s): U. Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.), 
K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.) 
 
P. Glazov, A. Tishkov, G. Tertitski, A. 
Medvedev, M. Gunko, N. Tsarevskaya, E. 
Belonovskaya 
Spatial restructuring of biodiversity in long 
time ago assimilated regions of European 
Russia under the impact of the fast socio-
economic changes of the last decades 
 
D. Deka, P. Sharma 
Deforestation and its impact on environment 
in Umtrew River Basin, North East India 
 
P. Sharma, M. Rahman, K. Kimoto 
Changes in livelihood of a shifted forest 
village: a case study on Satargaon of Rani-
Garbhanga RF, Assam, India 
 
S. Sengupta, A. Sen 
Re-inventing a traditional green product in 
the contemporary globalized world: social 
marketing of traditional perfume ‘attar’ 
 
N.C. Magagula, S. Malindzisa, M.C. Pires, 
D. Philile B., S.A. Malaza 
Potential of mountain areas for biodiversity 
conservation in Swaziland 
 
C12.03 Biogeography and Conservation of 
Biodiversity 5 
Chair(s): U. Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.), 
K. Mizuno (Kyoto Univ.) 
 
T. Kotova, G.N. Ogureeva, M.V. 
Bocharnikov, I.M. Miklyaeva, S.V. Dudov 
Biomes of Russia: the experience of review 
bioecological mapping 
 
O. Leontyeva, D.M. Glazov, P.M. Glazov, 
L.A. Khlyap, A.A. Medvedev, V.I. 
Nikolaeva, A. Tishkov 
Modern trends of vertebrate fauna changes 
in the zonal ecotone of the southern taiga 
and mixed coniferous-broadleaved forests at 
the Valdai Hills 
 
 



- 70 -
70 

M. Sergeev 
Entomogeography: past, present, future 
 
B. Solovyev, I. Onufrenya, D. Glazov, A. 
Saveliev, V. Spiridonov, D. Dobrynin, A. 
Pantyulin, E. Chuprina, N. Platonov 
Development of representative network of 
marine protected areas in the Russian Arctic 
 
H.K. Ayuba 
Climate change impacts on ecosystem and 
biodiversity in Nigeria 
 
C12.03 Response of Mountain Ecosystems 
to Climate Change 
Chair(s): U. Schickhoff (Hamburg Univ.), S. 
Mal (Delhi Univ.) 
 
R. Zomer, J. Xu, M. Wang 
Projected climate change impact on 
bioclimatic zones, terrestrial ecosystems and 
biodiversity in the Asian Highlands 
 
S. Mal, RB Singh, U. Schickhoff 
Estimating recent glacier changes in Nanda 
Devi Region, Central Himalaya, India, using 
remote sensing data 
 
T. Ser-Od, A. Chantuu, B.E. Tsedev, A. 
Avkhinsukh, E. Purevsuren, G. Uranchimeg 
Ecosystem change of the Mongol Altai 
mountain range 
 
M. Petrushina, E. Suslova 
Dynamics of mountain landscapes of the 
northern Caucasus as response to current 
climatic changes 
 
The above paper sessions attracted much 
interest among the attendees of the Moscow 
Regional Conference and yielded productive 
discussions, contributing to an overall 
stimulating and rewarding meeting. The 
sessions of our Commission had been 
integrated into a remarkable program of 
plenary sessions, technical sessions, poster 
sessions, meetings and seminars, 
exhibitions, and field trips. Framing the 
scientific program by colourful inaugural 
and closing ceremonies, shows, and social 
events, the local organizing committee did a 

great job in making the Moscow Conference 
a successful, memorable and rewarding 
event. 
 
2.5. Outlook: Meetings 2016 
 
9th IGU Conference on Land Use 
Change, Climate Extremes and Disaster 
Risk Reduction, Delhi, India, March 18-
20, 2016 
 
The Biogeography and Biodiversity 
Commission will co-organize the 
International Conference on Land Use 
Change, Climate Extremes and Disaster 
Risk Reduction being organized by 
Department of Geography, Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh College, University of Delhi, on 
March 18-20, 2016.  
 
Thrust areas of the conference 
The global temperature has risen rapidly 
over the last century. There is strong 
evidence of increase in average global mean 
maximum and minimum air and oceanic 
temperature, which is leading to widespread 
melting of glaciers, and rising sea levels. 
The increasing frequency and magnitude of 
disasters in general and climate change 
induced disasters in particular are posing 
threat to lives and livelihood at both global 
and local level. The poor people residing in 
developing countries are the most 
vulnerable to such impending changes. In 
the recent past, the Indian sub-continent has 
experienced several disaster events viz. 
Tsunami and Earthquakes in Indian Ocean 
(2004), Bhuj Earthquake (2001), Leh Flood 
(2010), Kedanath Floods (2013), Srinagar 
Flash Flood (2014), Nepal Earthquake 
(2015), etc. These disasters have far 
reaching impacts on agriculture, water 
resources, urban areas, forest biodiversity 
and ecosystem changes. The flora and fauna 
have also been severely impacted due to 
changing climate and recurring disasters. 
The Himalayan mega geo-bio diversity 
ecosystems will be one of the most 
vulnerable areas of the world. In present 
scenario, the land use and land cover 
changes are the major contributor to the 
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increasing concentration of GHGs through 
decreasing carbon sink, deforestation, 
increasing carbon release from extensive 
tillage, increased methane emission from 
expanding paddy fields and haphazard 
urbanization.  
 
The conference will highlight the 
vulnerability of fragile ecosystems like the 
Himalaya, Western Ghats, and Ganges-
Brahmaputra River System and will provide 
unitary platform to academicians, scientific 
community and policy makers from various 
backgrounds and disciplines to interact on 
these critical issues faced by the global 
society. The focus will be on the use of 
traditional knowledge, new innovation and 
education to build a culture of safety and 
resilience at all levels. It is also very 
important to reduce the underlying risk 
factors and strengthen the pre-existing 
methodologies used in disaster preparedness 
for effective response at each stratum. In this 
context the conference aims to discuss the 
causes, impacts and mitigation strategy to 
reduce the losses caused by the changes in 
land use/ land cover, climate and disasters.  
 
For further information see the website 
http://www.igusbsc2016.org/ 
 
The 33rd International Geography 
Congress ‘Shaping Our Harmonious 
Worlds’, Beijing, China, August 21-25, 
2016 
 
On behalf of the Geographical Society of 
China and the Local Organizing Committee, 
geographers around the world are most 
cordially invited to participate in the 33rd 
International Geographical Congress, to be 
held in Beijing, P. R. China on August 21-
25, 2016. 
 
The theme of the 2016 Congress is Shaping 
Our Harmonious Worlds, which highlights 
today’s common pursuit for harmony 
between humankind and nature, between 
environment and society, and for 
harmonious approaches to the world’s 
hazards and conflicts. Under this theme, five 

Congress key topics will be focused, parallel 
to the quadrennial meeting of the IGU 
commissions and task forces. In addition, a 
rich variety of field excursions will be 
organized so as to provide participants a 
chance to appreciate some of the unique 
natural features and cultural traditions of this 
ancient and modern country. 
 
The Geographical Society of China and the 
Local Organizing Committee will make 
every effort to offer an attractive 
environment for communication and 
networking among geographers all over the 
world. We hope you will join the 33rd 
International Geographical Congress and 
look forward to welcoming you in Beijing in 
2016. 
 
For further information see the website 
http://www.igc2016.org/ 
 
IGU Biogeography and Biodiversity 
Commission participation 
 
The Biogeography and Biodiversity 
Commission is actively planning the 
following sessions: 
 
1. Response of Mountain Ecosystems to 

Climate Change 
 
Mountain ecosystems are exceptionally 
fragile and susceptible to climate and land 
use change, and mountain regions 
worldwide provide increasing evidence of 
ongoing impacts of climate change on 
physical and biological systems. Respective 
modifications of mountain ecosystems 
constitute a significant threat to the wide 
range of ecosystem services mountains 
provide to human communities in highlands 
and in distant lowland regions. The session 
focuses on climate-driven changes in the 
cryosphere, hydrosphere, pedosphere, and 
biosphere and will discuss new research 
results and its implications for ecosystem 
services and socioeconomic systems. 
Presentations are welcome that focus on new 
research findings from diverse mountain 
regions of the world. 
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2. Conservation of Biodiversity 
 
One of the sub-branches of biogeography 
experiencing rapid growth in recent years is 
conservation biogeography which involves 
the application of biogeographic principles, 
theories and analyses regarding biodiversity 
conservation. It is beyond dispute that 
biogeographic science, deeply rooted in the 
geographic, ecological and evolutionary 
context of nature, is in a position to make 
significant contributions to the conservation 
of biodiversity. Biogeography was central to 
early theory formation within conservation 
biology, which became established as an 
applied research discipline in parallel with 
the expansion of nature conservation 
movement during the 1970s and 1980s. 
Recognizing the need to counteract complex 
real-world problems with integrative, 
interdisciplinary approaches, the scope of 
conservation biology expanded to 
incorporate a broader range of disciplines 
including biogeography and the social 
sciences. Conservation biogeography has 
emerged as a distinctive and thriving sub-
field of conservation biology and of 
biogeography focusing on pattern and 
process at coarser scales of analysis 
(landscape, regional, global) and 
contributing scientific guidance for 
conservation planning and effective 
biodiversity management. Presentations are 
welcome which focus on biogeography of 
degradation (land-use transformation, 
habitat fragmentation, homogenization and 
other human-induced impacts), climate 
change impacts, species distribution 
modeling, processes (colonization, 
dispersal, invasion, disturbance, extinction, 
range expansion, resilience, speciation), 
inventory, mapping and data issues, 
characterizing biotas (conservation status, 
diversity indices and patterns, rarity, 
endemism, range size), conservation 
planning, and methodological issues. 
 
3. Recent Developments and Expansions 

in Biogeography 
 

Biogeography has a long and distinguished 
history, but only emerged as a recognized, 
rigorous and seminal science in the second 
half of the twentieth century. This session 
highlights contemporary trends and 
expansions, and previews future prospects 
without neglecting the historical 
development of biogeography from ancient 
times to the twenty-first century. Fostered 
by the acceptance of plate tectonics, the 
equilibrium theory of island biogeography, 
the rapid advancement of new perspectives 
and methods in historical biogeography, and 
revolutionary advances in compiling, 
visualizing, and analyzing spatially explicit 
information, biogeography evolved into a 
rigorous science during the second half of 
the twentieth century. Currently, major 
active sub-fields are phylogeography, 
macroecology, and conservation 
biogeography. Biogeography is on the way 
to becoming a ‘big science’, entering an era 
of increasingly integrative and multi-faceted 
approaches, increasingly accessible and 
available data, tools, and techniques, and 
interdisciplinary collaboration. Given 
unprecedented human impacts and the 
dramatic transformation of the Earth system, 
biogeography matters more than ever; both 
in the discovery and in the conservation of 
biodiversity. Presentations are welcome 
which exemplify recent developments and 
expansions of biogeographic science. 
 
3. Networking 
 
In the 2012-2016 period, the Commission on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity continued to 
cooperate with other IGU Commissions as 
well as with other international groups and 
scientific bodies. For instance, the 
Commission’s annual meeting 2013 in 
Rohtak, Haryana, India (International 
Conference on Land Use Change, 
Biodiversity and Sustainable Resource 
Management), was jointly organized by the 
Department of Geography, Maharshi 
Dayanand University, Rohtak, the IGU 
Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity, and the IGU Commission on 
Land Use and Land Cover Change. The 
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Commission’s annual meeting 2014 in 
Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir, India, June 4-
5, was jointly organized by the Department 
of Geography and Regional Development, 
University of Kashmir, the IGU 
Commission on Mountain Response to 
Global Change, and the IGU Biogeography 
and Biodiversity Commission. In 2016, the 
Biogeography and Biodiversity 
Commission will jointly organize the 
International Conference on Land Use 
Change, Climate Extremes and Disaster 
Risk Reduction being organized by 
Department of Geography, Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh College, University of Delhi, on 
March 18-20, 2016, in collaboration with the 
IGU Commission on Land Use and Land 
Cover Change, the IGU Commission on 
Hazards and Risk, and the IGU Commission 
on Geoparks. 
 
Moreover, the organisation of these 
conferences and other previous meetings is 
facilitated by close institutional ties to other 
scientific bodies such as the IBS 
(International Biogeography Society), the 
IAVS (International Association for 
Vegetation Science), and the Working 
Group Biogeography (AK Biogeographie) 
of the National Association of Geographers 
in Germany (VGDH). 
 
4. Publications 
 
In the report period 2012-2016 the 
Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity produced comprehensive 
newsletters each year (about 40 pp. each) 
which have been distributed to the IGU 
community through the respective channels 
(each newsletter had been sent to the 
Secretary General). 
 
The long awaited ‘The SAGE Handbook of 
Biogeography’, edited by the former 
Chairman of our Commission, Prof. Andrew 
C. Millington (Adelaide), Steering 
Committee Member Prof. Mark A. Blumler 
(New York), and the current Chairman, 
Prof. Udo Schickhoff (Hamburg) was 
published in late 2011. This retrospective 

and prospective overview of the discipline 
of Biogeography is the final result of long-
term Commission activities that can be 
traced back to Commission meetings in 
Armenia (2000) and New York City (2001) 
where the idea of this handbook was 
generated. The editors expect that it will be 
considered an important contribution to the 
field of Biogeography. 
 
The SAGE Handbook of Biogeography is a 
manual for scoping the past, present and 
future of biogeography that enable readers to 
consider, where relevant, how similar 
biogeographical issues are tackled by 
researchers in different 'schools'. In line with 
the concept of all SAGE Handbooks, this is 
a retrospective and prospective overview of 
biogeography that will: 
 
• consider the main areas of 

biogeography researched by 
geographers 

• detail a global perspective by 
incorporating the work of different 
schools of biogeographers 

• explore the divergent evolution of 
biogeography as a discipline and 
consider how this diversity can be 
harnessed 

• examine the interdisciplinary debates 
that biogeographers are, and are not, 
contributing to within geography and 
within the biological sciences. 

Aimed at an international audience of 
research students, academics, researchers 
and practitioners in biogeography, the text 
will attract interest from environmental 
scientists, ecologists and biologists and 
geographers alike. 
 
Other publications 
 
Papers presented during Commissions 2011 
annual meeting, the 3rd International 
Geography Congress in Kozhikode, Kerala, 
India, 06-08 May 2011, had been classified 
thematically into various sections and 
published in 2013 in a comprehensive 
proceedings volume. The volume contains 
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numerous papers grouped into the following 
sections:  
• Natural hazards/disasters and 

environmental challenges 
• Impact of deforestation on hydrological 

processes 
• Impact of anthropogenic activities and 

climatic changes on biodiversity 
• Geomorphology and natural resource 

management 
• Geoinformatics: technology - society 

interface 
• Impact of population explosion and 

urbanisation on land use and cover 
change 

• Environmental pollution and quality of 
life (water, land, air) 

• Geopolitical economy of development 
and globalization 

• Tourism-impacts, implications and 
alternatives 

• Recent challenges for ethnic 
communities, refugees and war victims 

• Spatial infrastructure, alternative 
planning and management perspectives 

 
The bibliographic reference is as follows: 
 
NANDESHWAR, M.D., JAYAKUMAR, 
K.V., GOPINATH, G. & AMBILI, G.K. 
(eds.)(2013): Sustainable Natural Resources 
Management Under Changing Climatic 
Scenarios. Proceedings of the Third 
International Geography Congress. Allied 
Publ., Delhi. 
 
Papers presented during the IGU Rohtak 
Conference were published in two 
proceedings volumes in 2014. The book 
chapters have the following focus: The over-
exploitation of important earth resources 
such as land and water has led to a number 
of environment-related problems the world 
over. At the same time, land-use change 
caused by various human activities has led 
to extinction of many plant and animal 
habitats and species. In this context, the 
relevance of biodiversity for human survival 
is becoming a major international political 
issue as scientific evidence builds on the 
global health implications of biodiversity 

loss. These issues are closely linked with the 
issue of climate change, as many of the 
health risks due to climate change are 
associated with rapid degradation of 
biodiversity. This present work focuses on 
holistic natural resource-based spatio-
temporal planning, development, and 
management and considers them as essential 
to save the degraded ecosystem for 
sustainable resource management. 
Contributions are compiled in two volumes: 
1. Climate Change and Biodiversity, and 2. 
Landscape Ecology and Water 
Management. Geoinformatics along with its 
tools such as remote sensing and 
geographical information systems (GIS) 
have been used in assessing the results of 
various environmental problems both 
physical and social. The volume will be 
useful for geographers, geoscientists, 
hydrologists, landscape ecologists, 
environmentalists, engineers, planners, and 
policy makers. 
 
The bibliographic references are as follows: 
 
SINGH, M., SINGH, R.B., HASSAN, M.I. 
(eds.)(2014): Climate Change and 
Biodiversity. Proceedings of IGU Rohtak 
Conference, Vol. 1. Springer, Tokyo. 
 
SINGH, M., SINGH, R.B., HASSAN, M.I. 
(eds.)(2014): Landscape Ecology and Water 
Management. Proceedings of IGU Rohtak 
Conference, Vol. 2. Springer, Tokyo. 
 
The Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity contributed to a special issue of 
‘Geographia Polonica’ which was prepared 
to coincide with Krakow’s hosting of the 
2014 IGU Regional Conference. The vision 
of the editor was for the IGU Commission 
Chairs to each prepare and publish an article 
- theoretical or empirical, or even an assay, 
concerning the stage that has currently been 
reached by his/her field of interest 
(Commission subject/sub-discipline), some 
of the new trends therein, and future 
directions of research. The editor’s request 
resulted in the following publication of our 
Commission: 
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Schickhoff, U., Blumler, M.A. & 
Millington, A.C. (2014): Biogeography in 
the early twenty-first century: A science 
with increasing significance to Earth’s 
changes and challenges. Geographia 
Polonica 87: 221-240. 
 
5. Archival Contributions 
 
All newsletters and relevant materials of the 
Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity had been sent upon release to 
the IGU Secretary General and Treasurer, 
Prof. Mike Meadows, during the report 
period 2012-2016. 
 
6. Continuation 
 
The IGU Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity does want to continue its 
successful work in the period 2016-2020. 
The Commission does not feel the need to 
change its name since the current name is 
short, most appropriate, and of pronounced 
recognition value. 
 
One of the prime objectives of the 
Commission’s work is to promote 
biogeographical teaching, research and 
scholarship and to contribute to the 
development of biogeography as an 
important discipline. The Commission 
meetings address various aspects of spatial, 
ecological and historical biogeography, and 
emphasize the societal relevance of 
biogeography. The themes of Commission 
meetings are rather integrative themes, 
encompassing nature and culture, 
encompassing both ecological and socio-
economic aspects of biogeography, 
indicating a distinct enthusiasm for 
interdisciplinary topics such as land use and 
land cover change, people, resources and 
sustainable development, political ecology 
or livelihood enhancement of local people. 
The Commission is an active advocate of the 
unity of geography, and fully endorses 
efforts into a holistic view of emerging 
research problems - at the same time a 
distinguishing mark of research programs 

that are currently conducted by leading 
Commission members. 
A special focus of the Commission’s work is 
promoting Biogeography in developing 
countries where it often is a thriving 
discipline. Recently, numerous studies on 
patterns of biodiversity, implications of 
global climate change, remote sensing of 
ecosystem properties, conservation 
biogeography, and other biogeographical 
aspects have been published by scientists 
from developing countries. The 
Commission seeks to support this 
development by conducting annual meetings 
preferably in developing countries and, in 
general, by contributing to establish modern 
Biogeography in various parts of the globe 
as a discipline with important applications to 
critical problems of global change. 
 
The new Commission’s steering 
committee will consist of the following 
members: 
 
Chairman (new):  
Prof. Dr. Kazuharu Mizuno 
Graduate School of Asian and African Area 
Studies 
Kyoto University, Japan 
Email: mizuno@jambo.africa.kyoto-u.ac.jp 
 
Vice-Chairman (new): 
Dr. Suraj Mal 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College 
University of Delhi, India 
Email: suraj.mal@sbs.du.ac.in 
 
The following colleagues will be invited to 
join the Steering Committee: 
 
Prof. Dr. Hongyan Liu 
Prof. Dr. Haruna Kuje Ayuba 
Prof. Dr. Mark Blumler 
Dr. Reija Hietala 
Prof. Dr. Arkady Tishkov 
Dr. Monica Dumitrascu 
Prof. Dr. Carl Beierkuhnlein 
Prof. Dr. Georg Grabherr 
Prof. Dr. Andrew Millington  
Prof. Dr. Ole Vetaas 
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Objectives for 2012-2016 
 
1. To continue to explore and exploit the 

diversity of biogeography as a 
discipline within Geography, Biology 
and allied disciplines, thereby 
promoting biogeographical teaching, 
research and scholarship 
 

2. To organise fora for presentation and 
discussion (i) within the IGU structures 
(IGC Beijing 2016, Regional 
Conference Quebec 2018, etc.), (ii) by 
group meetings with national 
geographical bodies, and (iii) to 
promote biogeographical research and 
scholarship by geographers within other 
international organisations such as the 
International Biogeography Society 
(IBS), the International Association for 
Vegetation Science (IAVS), and other 
ICSU/IUBS organisations 

 
3. Using our full members we will 

organise joint meetings with the 
biogeography groups in Japan, India, 

Nigeria, Romania, and Germany in the 
next four years 

 
4. Using our experiences of biogeography 

in developing countries, we will 
continue to hold joint meetings in those 
countries to further promote 
biogeography as an important discipline 

 
5. We will continue to publish 

proceedings of our meetings wherever 
possible 

 
6. We continue to develop our newsletter 

as the main source of information, to be 
located on the Commission’s website 
containing information on its structure 
and activities, as well as on new 
publications and other relevant news in 
our field. 
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C12.04 Climatology  

 
 
1. Membership 
 
1.1. Steering Committee 
 
Chair: 
Zbigniew Ustrnul 
Department of Climatology 
Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Management 
Jagiellonian University 
Krakow, Poland 
E-mail: zbigniew.ustrnul@uj.edu.pl 
 
Secretary: 
Kristina Blennow (until 2014) 
S. Swedish Forest Research Centre 
Swedish Univ. of Agric. Sciences 
Alnarp, Sweden 
E-mail: Kristina.Blennow@ess.slu.se 
 
Secretary (administrative member): 
Agnieszka Wypych (since 2014) 
Department of Climatology 
Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Management 
Jagiellonian University 
Krakow, Poland 
E-mail: agnieszka.wypych@uj.edu.pl 
 
Arieh Bitan (until 2014) 
Department of Geography 
Tel Aviv University, 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
E-mail: bitana@post.tau.ac.il 
 
Latifa Henia 
Faculté des Sciences Humaines et Sociales 
Université de Tunis  
Tunis, Tunisie 
E-mail: latifa.henia@fshst.rnu.tn 
 
Jun Matsumoto 
Department of Geography 
Tokyo Metropolitan University 
Tokyo, Japan 
E-mail: jun@center.tmu.ac.jp 

  
Francisco Mendonça 
Federal University of Paraná 
Dep Geografia Centro Politecnico 
Curitiba Brasil 
E-mail: chico@ufpr.br 
 
Ana Monteiro 
Department of Geography 
Porto University 
Porto, Portugal 
E-mail: anamt@letras.up.pt 
 
Roger S. Pulwarty 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric  
Administration 
University of Colorado 
Climate Diagnostics Centre, 
Boulder Colorado, USA  
E-mail: roger.pulwarty@noaa.gov 
 
Nigel Tapper 
Department of Geography and  
Environmental Science 
Monash University 
Victoria, Australia 
E-mail: nigel.tapper@arts.monash.edu.au 
 
Elena Voskresenskaya 
Marine Hydrophysical Institute 
Sevastopol, Ukraine/Russia 
E-mail: elena_voskr@mail.ru 
 
Alain A. Viau (until 2014) 
Département des sciences géomatiques 
Faculté de foresterie et de géomatique, 
Pavillon Louis, Jacques-Casault 
Québec, Canada 
E-mail: alain.viau@scg.ulaval.ca 
 
Hadas Saaroni (since 2014) 
Department of Geography 
Tel Aviv University, 
Tel Aviv, Israel 
E-mail: Saaroni@post.tau.ac.il 
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Barbaros Gönençgil (since 2014) 
Department of Geography 
Istanbul University  
İstanbul, Turkey 
E-mail: barbaros@istanbul.edu.tr 
 
1.2. Number of commission members 
 
TOTAL: 11 members in the Steering 
Committee. 
 
One in each of the following countries: 
Poland, Sweden, Israel, Tunisia, Japan, 
Brazil, Portugal, USA, Australia, Ukraine, 
Canada (since August 2014: Israel, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Japan, Brazil, Portugal, USA, 
Australia, Ukraine/Russia, Canada and 
Poland – exceptionally 2 people for 
administrative purposes – CoC Secretariat) 
 
HONORARY MEMBERS: 
S. Gregory (U. K.), M. Yoshino (Japan), M. 
Domroes (Germany) and L. Nkemdirim 
(Canada) 
 
SENIOR MEMBERS: 
A. Douguédroit (France), R. Brazdil (Czech 
Republic), T. Mikami (Japan), A. Bitan 
(Israel – since 2014). 
 
Newsletters have been delivered to hundreds 
of climatologists by a mailing list 
(CLIMLIST) however it was decided to 
complete the list of corresponding members 
(everyone interested in cooperating in the 
frame of Commission). The data has still 
being collected and prepared. 
 
2. Meetings 
 
Commission on Climatology has been 
operating for international research 
cooperation and studies on the field of 
climatology. It promotes individual and 
group research work, encourage the 
exchange of relevant documents and 
information. The main stream of activities in 
2012- 2016 period was, on the point, focused 
on scientific information exchange. Internet 
has become the principal medium, due to 

which the cooperating members were able to 
share the results of leading-edge research. 
 
2.1. Organized Meetings 
 
IGU International Congress, Cologne, 
Germany, 26 - 30 August 2012 
 
The CoC organized 5 Sessions (28-29 
August) with 15 timeslots covering the 
topics: 
 
 Climate change and variability in 

different spatial and temporal scales 
 Weather and Climate Extremes 
 Applied Climatology in 21 Century 
 Potential Impacts of Climate Variability 

and Change on Agriculture 
 Urban climates 

  
During the sessions 55 presentations were 
given by scientists from 21 countries, 
representing Europe, Asia, North and South 
America, Australia and Oceania. The total 
number of session’s participants is difficult 
to estimate. 
 
There was also a joint session CoC-IGU 
MRP: Climate change in the areas with 
Mediterranean climate: characteristics, 
mitigation and adaptation  
organized/announced but due to the small 
number of participants interested as well as 
some personal problems it was finally 
cancelled. 
 
Steering Committee meeting – Cologne, 
Germany, 29.08.2012 
 
The general themes of the meeting were: 
1. the Commission current organizational 

details (membership, etc.) 
2. activities   planned   for   2013-2014:   a)   

mid-year   activities,   b)    conferences, 
c) publications 

 
1. The Commission does not have any 

particular member-list. It has been 
working with the steering committee as 
the only Commission <Body> however 
lots of climatologists and 
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environmental as well as urban and 
human studies scientists are 
cooperating. The list of corresponding 
members (everyone interested in 
cooperating in the frame of 
Commission) has been completing via 
CLIMLIST mailing group. It was also 
decided that Commission needs 
representatives from Africa (except 
Latifa Henia) and also precisely from 
China. Africa being a developing region 
is an important research scope (climatic 
change issues due to inhabitance, 
agriculture – famine, water resources, 
industry, etc.), Chinese brainpower 
seems to be more and more influential 
and also well financed (numbers of 
research groups, publications, editorial 
boards members, scientific journals, 
etc.) 

 
2. a) It was noted that due to many 

obligations mid-year CoC activities 
leave much to be desired; however, 
climatology is the basis also for other 
commissions so there is a point in 
collaboration, CoC could to contribute 
to the work of other commissions (joint 
sessions at Kyoto Regional 
Conference),  
b) Kyoto Regional Conference 2013 - 
prof. Matsumoto (the CoC SC member) 
responsible for climatology sessions, 
Kraków Regional Conference 2014 – 
prof. Ustrnul (the chair of CoC) 
responsible for climatology sessions  
c) after Cologne Congress there was 
planned to publish a book of climate 
change and variability in different 
spatial and temporal scale but it is 
needed to look for other publication 
possibilities. 

 
IGU Regional Conference – Kyoto, 4-9 
August 2013 
 
In IGU Kyoto Regional Conference, held at 
Kyoto International Conference Center, 
Japan from August 4 to 9, 2013. Three 
commission sessions were organized with 
twelve slots: 

• Climatic change and variability in 
different spatial and temporal scales (13 
presentations) 

• Urban climate (12 presentations) 
• Past, present and future changes of 

Asian and Australian monsoon and their 
impact on nature and society (11 
presentations) 

 
In addition, two joint sessions with the 
Commission on Hazard and Risk, and the 
Commission on Water Sustainability were 
organized: 
• Water resources and climate change 

(Joint session with the Commission on 
Water Sustainability) 

• Climate-related risk and hazard in the 
21st century (Joint session with the 
Commission on Hazard and Risk) 

 
Furthermore, two general sessions were 
under the auspices of CoC: Climatology (7 
presentations) and Water resources (4 
presentations). In addition, 11 posters were 
presented in 113 Climatology, one poster in 
114 Meteorology and in 115 Hydrology, 
respectively. 
 
Unfortunately except for Jun Matsumoto 
from Tokyo Metropolitan University, 
JAMSTEC/RIGC, Japan no other 
commission members attended from abroad. 
It should also be noted that Prof. Masatoshi 
Yoshino, the founder of our commission and 
the former vice president of IGU, and Prof. 
Takehiko Mikami, the former commission 
member from Japan, gave their 
presentations in CoC sessions. 
 
IGU Regional Conference, Krakow, 
Poland, 18-22 August 2014 
 
The CoC organized 9 Sessions with 16 
timeslots covering the topics: 
 
• Climate change and variability in 

different spatial and temporal scales 
• Weather and climate extremes 
• Historical climatology 
• Polar and mountain climates 
• Urban climates 
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• Atmospheric circulation in different 
scales 

• GIS and remote sensing in atmospheric 
sciences 

• Climate modeling and scenario 
• Climate change impacts and 

vulnerability 
 
Due to the limited number of presentation 
sessions GIS and remote sensing in 
atmospheric sciences and climate modeling 
and scenarios were finally merged into one 
session. 
 
During the sessions 72 presentations were 
given by scientists from different countries, 
representing Europe, Asia, North and South 
America, Australia and Oceania. Also 62 
posters were presented. The total number of 
sessions participants is difficult to estimate. 
 
Steering Committee meeting – Krakow, 
Poland, 19.08.2014 
 
The general themes of the meeting were: 
1. the Commission current organizational 

details (membership, etc.) 
2. activities   planned   for   2014-2015:   a)   

mid-year   activities,   b)    conferences, 
c) publications 

 
1. The Commission still does not have any 

particular member-list. It has been 
working with the steering committee as 
the only Commission <Body> but lots 
of climatologists and environmental as 
well as urban and human studies 
scientists are cooperating what can be 
seen in the CoC sessions programme on 
Regional Conferences and IGU 
Congress. As 2 of present SC full 
members reached the 12 years term of 
office new people were proposed and 
accepted: prof. Hadas Saaroni, Israel 
(replacing Arieh Bitan), prof. Barbaros 
Gönençgil, Turkey (replacing Kristina 
Blennow). Dr Agnieszka Wypych, 
Poland was accepted to join the Steering 
Committee from administrative 
purposes (on the position of the 

Commission Secretary). The updated 
list of CoC SC Members is enclosed. 

 
2. a) It was noted that due to many 

obligations mid-year CoC activities 
leave much to be desired; however, 
climatology is the basis also for other 
commissions so there is a point in 
collaboration, CoC could to contribute 
to the work of other commissions,  
b) Moscow Regional Conference 2015 
– Elena Voskresenskaya (the CoC SC 
member) was asked to find a person 
responsible for climatology sessions 
c) after Cologne Congress there was 
planned to publish a book of climate 
change and variability in different 
spatial and temporal scales but it hasn’t 
been so the publication is still intended. 
The topic will focus more on global and 
regional climate extremes. Also special 
issues of IDŐJÁRÁS (Hungarian 
journal from ISI list). 

 
XI – SBCG / Brazilian Climatology 
Symposium (under the auspices of IGU – 
Commission on Climatology) Climate 
change and variability: state of the art 
and perspectives for interaction- nature 
society: Curitiba (Brazil) – 14 to 17 
October 2014 
 
Topics: 
• Theoretical and methodological 

advances in the study of climate 
• Qualitative and quantitative modeling 

in climatology 
• Risks, vulnerabilities and resilience 

associated with climate 
• Applied Climatology: urban climate, 

agroclimatology, health, etc. 
• Climatology and teaching 
• Tropical climatology 
 
Participants included 400 climate scientists, 
from Brazil and another 12 countries. The 
CoC- IGU was represented by three SC 
members of Climatology Commission (Dr. 
Annick Douguedroit – France – honorary 
member) and Dr Francisco Mendonça 
(current Member of CoC-UGI - Chairman of 
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Symposium), Dr. Latifa Henia (Tunisia - 
AIC - International Association of 
Climatologie - President). The event also 
was attended by Dr Hugo Romero 
– Chile and Dr Gerard Mills (IAUC - 
International Association of Urban Climate 
– ex- President). 
The event featured six round tables in which 
were discussed topics of interest such as 
climate and weather cities, climate and 
agriculture, climate and health, climate and 
education, climate and GIS, and tropical 
climate. It was also an accomplished 
political debate and that has highlighted the 
scale of the climate in contemporary 
political sphere, especially on the 
geopolitical implications of global climate 
change. It was exposed 235 scientific 
contributions relating to the case studies in 
Brazil and around the world. In addition to 
the conferences and lectures it was pointed 
out 3 short-classes focused on the following 
topics: Rhythmic analysis in climatology, 
GIS applied to hydro-meteorological 
studies, and climatic risks and disasters. 
 
IGU Regional Conference – Moscow, 
Russia, 7-21 August, 2015 
 
2015 IGU Regional Conference was held in 
Moscow, 7-21 August, 2015. There was one 
large Climatological Session entitled 
“Climate Variability and Predictability” 
organized by Commission on Climatology. 
Our Steering Committee member Elena 
Voskresenskaya was the leader of that 
session. During that session there were 
given 46 oral presentations and 29 poster 
presentations. Participants represented 
different countries with the predominance of 
Russian Federation as well as China. 
 
2.3. Meetings 2016 and beyond 
 
33rd International Geographical Congress in 
Beijing, China will be the special event 
where climatological issues could be 
presented and discussed. Three main 
sessions under Commission on Climatology 
umbrella are being planned. They cove the 

main topics of interests in the world 
contemporary knowledge. These are: 
 
• Climate change and variability in 

different scales 
• Weather and climate extremes 
• Urban climates and bioclimatic aspects 
 
3. Networking 
 
Two joint sessions with the Commission on 
Hazard and Risk, and the Commission on 
Water Sustainability were organized during 
IGU Regional Conference – Kyoto, 4-9 
August 2013 
 
• On August 6, CS40-1 Water resources 

and climate change (Joint session with 
the Commission on Water 
Sustainability), one slot with two 
presentations chaired by Claudio 
Cassardo of Univ. of Torino. 

• On August 7, CS18 16-17 Climate-
related risk and hazard in the 21st 
century (Joint session with the 
Commission on Hazard and Risk), two 
slots with 6 presentations, chaired by 
Jun Matsumoto of Tokyo Metropolitan 
University. 

 
4. Publications 
 
It was decided that the best way for 
disseminating information was the 
electronic one, even in developing countries 
where, if colleagues do not own private 
computers, all the universities have a 
website. Hard copy mailing was stopped. 
The existing lists as CLIMLIST is used to 
send around the Newsletters. We can be sure 
that the CoC Newsletters are provided to a 
great number of geography climatologists. 
 
CoC website: 
http://www.klimat.geo.uj.edu.pl/CoC.htm 
 
5. Archival Contributions 
 
All newsletters are available on the website 
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6. Continuation 
 
Commission was established for 
international research cooperation and 
studies on the field of climatology. It 
promotes individual and group research 
work, encourage the exchange of relevant 
documents and information and organize 
conferences, meetings, field excursions 
between and during International 
Geographical Congresses. 
 
Commission perspectives: 
 
1. to promote the study of climatological 

problems; 
2. to initiate and co-ordinate 

climatological research requiring 
international co-operation and to 
promote its scientific discussion and 
publication; 

3. to provide for the participation of 
climatologists in the work of relevant 
international organizations; 

4. to facilitate the collection and diffusion 
of meteorological and climatological 
data and documentation in and between 
all member countries; 

5. to promote International Geographical 
Congresses, regional conferences and 
specialized symposia related to the 
objectives of the Union; 

6. to participate in any other appropriate 
form of international co-operation with 
the object of advancing the study and 
application of climatology; 

7. to promote international standardization 
or compatability of methods, 
nomenclature, and symbols employed 
in climatology. 

 
To extend international research and 
knowledge of the present state of climate the 
special interest will be paid to the following 
topics: 

• climate change and variability 
• topoclimatology 
• tropical climatology 
• physical climatology 
• environmental climatology 
• urban climatology 

 
The main objectives for the next years 
are: 
 
• Increase number of CoC members and 

cooperating scientists 
• Co-organizing climatological sessions 

during all important IGU meetings 
• Publishing the book/monograph 

entitled: Climatic extremes – global and 
regional respect (eds. Ustrnul Z., 
Tapper N.) 

 
 

 
C12.05 Coastal Systems 

 
 
1. Membership 
 
1.1. Steering Committee 
 
Chair since 2015/ Président 
Prof. Colin Woodroffe 
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
University of Wollongong 
Wollongong, NSW 2522, AUSTRALIA 
colin@uow.edu.au 
 
 
 

Immediate past Chair/Ancien Président 
Prof. Edward J. Anthony 
Université de Provence  
FRANCE 
anthony@cerege.fr 
 
Past Chair/Ancien Président  
Prof. Douglas J. Sherman  
Department of Geography  
University of Alabama  
Tuscaloosa, AL, U.S.A. 
douglas.j.sherman@ua.edu 
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Secretary/Secrétaire, Editor of Newsletter 
Prof. Norbert P. Psuty  
Instiute of Marine and Coastal Sciences 
Rutgers University 
Highlands NJ, U.S.A. 
psuty@marine.rutgers.edu 
 
 
Prof. Françoise Breton 
European Topic Centre Terrestrial 
Environment Universitat Autonoma de  
Barcelona 
Bellaterra (Barcelona) SPAIN 
Francoise.Breton@uab.cat 
 
Dr. David R. Green 
Centre for Marine and Coastal Zone 
Management  
Department of Geography and Environment 
College of Physical Sciences 
University of Aberdeen 
Scotland UNITED KINGDOM 
d.r.green@abdn.ac.uk 
 
Prof. Paolo Ciavola, 
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra 
Università di Ferrara 
Ferrara, ITALY 
cvp@unife.it 
 
Prof. Dr. Antonio Henrique da F. Klein 
Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina  
Centro de Filosofia e Ciências Humanas  
Departamento de Geociências Laboratório  
de Oceanografia Costeira Campus  
Universitário - Trindade Florianópolis, SC - 
88040-900 
BRASIL 
antonio.klein@ufsc.br 
 
Dr. Margarita Stancheva  
(co-editor Newsletter)  
Department of Marine Geology and  
Archaeology Institute of Oceanology 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
Varna, BULGARIA  
stancheva@io-bas.bg 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Raoul Laïbi 
Department of Earth Sciences  
Université d’Abomey-Calavi  
Abomey-Calavi, BENIN 
raoulaibi@yahoo.fr 
 
Dr. Abdelmounim El M’rini  
Department of Earth Sciences  
Abdelmalek Essaâdi University 
Tetouan, Tetouan MOROCCO 
aelmrini@gmail.com 
 
Prof. Dr. Andreas Vött 
Natural Hazard Research and  
Geoarchaeology 
Institute for Geography 
Johannes Gutenberg-Universität  
Mainz, GERMANY 
voett@uni-mainz.de 
 
Dr. Derek Jackson 
Centre for Coastal and Marine Research  
School of Environmental Sciences 
University of Ulster 
UNITED KINGDOM 
d.jackson@ulster.ac.uk 
 
Dr. Jeffrey Ollerhead  
Mt. Allison University  
New Brunswick, CANADA  
jollerhead@mta.ca 
 
Prof. Troels Aagaard 
Institute of Geography and Geology 
University of Copenhagen 
Copenhagen, DENMARK 
taa@geo.ku.dk 
 
Dr. Toru Tamura 
Geological Survey of Japan 
Tsukuba, JAPAN 
toru.tamura@aist.go.jp 
 
Prof. Paul Rooney 
Department of Geography and  
Environmental Science  
Liverpool Hope University 
Liverpool, United Kingdom  
rooneyp@hope.ac.uk 
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1.2. Corresponding Members 
 
530 in 69 countries, distributed as follows: 
 

Albania 1 Ecuador 1 Japan 8 Singapore 2 
Algeria 1 Egypt 2 Korea 1 South Africa 7 
Argentina 6 Estonia 3 Latvia 1 Spain 19 
Australia 19 Finland 3 Malaysia 1 Surinam 1 
Azerbaijan 1 France 84 Mexico 1 Sweden 2 
Bangladesh 2 French Polynesia 1 Morocco 2 Switzerland 1 
Belgium 24 Gabon 1 New Zealand 10 China-Taipei 3 
Benin 1 Georgia 1 Mozambique 1 The Netherlands 18 
Brazil 19 Germany 17 Nigeria 3 Togo 1 
Bulgaria 3 Greece 3 Norway 2 Tunisia 1 
Canada 16 Hong Kong 1 Peru 1 Turkey 3 
Chile 3 India 10 Philippines 2 Ukraine 1 
China 7 Indonesia 2 Poland 5 UK  33 
Colombia 1 Iran 1 Portugal 18 USA 97 
Cote 
d'Ivore 4 Ireland 7 Romania 6 Uruguay 1 

Cuba 1 Israel 5 Russia 5 Vietnam 1 
Denmark 3 Italy 15 Senegal 2 Yugoslavia 1 

 
1.3. Commission website 
 
http://www.igu-ccs.org/ 
 
2. Meetings 
 
2.1. Meetings during 2012-2016 
 
The following meetings were organised by 
the Commission on Coastal Systems in the 
period 2012-2016 with summary 
information on their locations, dates, and 
numbers of participants. 
 
AUGUST 26-30, 2013. IGC Meeting, 
‘Down to Earth’ IGU CONFERENCE, 
COLOGNE, GERMANY 
 
Sessions convened by Edward Anthony and 
Norbert Psuty and organized by the CCS 
included: 
 

1. Beaches and Dunes 
2. Rocky Coasts 
3. Coastal Erosion and Management 
4. Coastal Monitoring 
5. Sea-level Rise and Impacts 
 
Total number of participants: 63  
Total number of presentations: 48 
 
The sessions at IGU, Cologne in 2013 
addressed the imperatives of economic 
development and associated pressures 
brought to bear on coasts, recognising that 
the coast is increasingly destabilized by 
construction of facilities such as tourist 
infrastructure and harbours, in response to 
massive development. This resulted in an 
important publication edited by Edward 
Anthony and Norbert Psuty, entitled 
‘Human- altered coastal systems: processes, 
monitoring, and management’, a special 
issue of Journal of Coastal Conservation, vol 



- 85 -
85 

8, issue 5, pages 481-593. It brings together 
experiences on human-altered coasts, 
through case studies, from several countries, 
which illustrate links between the physical 
and human dimensions of coasts that address 
the objectives and activities of CCS. 
 
 
AUGUST 4-9, 2013. IGU REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE, KYOTO, JAPAN 
  
Sessions convened by Masatomo Umitsu, 
Yongqiang Zong and Toru Tamura and 
organized by the CCS, entitled ‘Coasts: 
learning from the past, planning for the 
future’. 
 
Total number of participants: 36  
Total number of presentations: 12 
 
AUGUST 18-22, 2014. IGU REGIONAL 
MEETING, KRAKOW, POLAND 
 
Session organised by Françoise Breton: 
Management of the coast and sea in the 
Mediterranean basin and the Black Sea: 
outcomes of the FP7 PEGASO project as 
challenges for the 21st century. 
 
Several other meetings, not organised by the 
CCS, nevertheless acted as a forum for 
promoting the activities of the CCS. These 
include: 
 
The European Geosciences Union, 
General Assembly meetings in Vienna, 
Austria, at which CCS has held and 
supported sessions on Coastal Zone 
Geomorphologic Interactions: Natural 
versus Human-Induced Driving Factors, 
organised by Margarita Stancheva, Andreas 
Baas, Giorgio Anfuso and Hannes Tonisson 
on 04 April 2011, 23 April 2012, 11 April 
2013, 29 April 2014 and 15 April 2015. 
During 2011-2015 we conducted 8 oral 
sessions with 48 oral talks presented by 
scientists from 19 countries all over the 
world. Five poster sessions were conducted 
at the same days as oral sessions with 
participation of 86 posters presented by 
scientists from 24 countries. 

EGU General Assembly is the largest forum 
in Europe and each year (since 2002) it 
brings together more than 13,000 
geoscientists from all over the world to one 
meeting covering all disciplines of the Earth, 
planetary and space sciences. The session on 
coastal zone natural and human interactions 
gives priority to the broad subjects of coastal 
geomorphology: evolution of coastal 
landforms, coastline alterations and various 
associated processes in the coastal zone, e.g. 
waves and sediment transport, which shape 
coastal features and cause morphological 
changes. Contributions to this session focus 
on the mechanisms responsible for coastal 
erosion and shoreline behaviour (advance or 
retreat) and address the many natural and 
anthropogenic factors involved. Session 
themes include as well as predictions of 
shoreline change and discussions on the 
effects of human activities and their 
continuing contribution to coastal changes. 
Themes related to the most crucial coastal 
zone issues with emphasis on ICZM and 
MSP aspects are also addressed: impacts of 
global climate changes, coastal vulnerability 
to the combined effects of natural and 
human-related hazards, any type of coastal 
and environmental sensitivity  
classifications, and risk assessments. 
 
The International Coastal Symposium, 
held in Plymouth, United Kingdom in 2013 
and in Durban, South Africa in 2014, and to 
be held in Sydney, Australia in March  2016. 
 
CoastGIS, held in Victoria, British 
Columbia, Canada in June 2013 and Cape 
Town, South Africa in April 2015. 
 
8th IAG Conference held in Paris, France 
in August 2013. 
 
2.2. Future meetings 
 
CCS will be convening the following 
activities in 2016, with future meetings to be 
planned: 
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MARCH 29–APRIL 2, 2016.  
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN 
GEOGRAPHERS, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CALIFORNIA USA 
A special session of the Coastal and Marine 
Specialty Group will be held in tribute to H. 
Jesse Walker who established the first IGU 
Commission on Coastal Systems 
Newsletter. 
 
APRIL 17-22, 2016. EGU GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. VIENNA, AUSTRIA. 
A Special Session on Coastal Themes is 
being planned, organised by Margarita 
Stancheva for CCS 
 
MAY 3-7, 2016. 2nd IBEROAMERICAN 
CONGRESS ON INTEGRATED 
COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT, 
FLORIANOPOLIS, BRAZIL 
The Coastal Commission is sponsoring a 
session on ‘Current Approaches for the 
Analysis of Coastal Vulnerability in 
Iberoamerica’ at the Congress. 
 
JUNE 1-5, 2016. ANNUAL IGU COMB 
CONFERENCE, ANTALYA, TURKEY 
The Commission on the Mediterranean 
Basin (COMB) will hold its annual 
conference and CCS is planning to organize 
a special session under the leadership of 
Francoise Breton to begin a collaboration 
between IGU-CCS and IGU-COMB. 
 
AUGUST 21-25, 2016, 33rd 
INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL 
CONGRESS, BEIJING, P. R. CHINA 
CCS is convening a session on 
‘Harmonizing Pacific Coastal Oceans: 
Sustainability for a Future Earth’, jointly 
supported by CCS and IGBP/LOICZ, and 
chaired by Weiguo Zhang. 
 
SEPTEMBER 4-7, 2017. LITTORAL 
2017. LIVERPOOL, UK 
CCS will be actively involved in this 
meeting with a focus on ‘The Anthropocene 
and the littoral - change, naturalness and 
people’, organised by Paul Rooney who is 
on the CCS steering committee. 
 

3. Networking 
 
The CCS has maintained networking and 
communication through its Newsletter, 
published twice a year, as well as through 
special sessions at meetings 
 
The CCS has not undertaken collaborations 
with other IGU Commissions in the period 
2012-2015, but is collaborating with COMB 
at their annual meeting in 2016. 
 
The CCS has collaborated with IGCP588 in 
the co-convening of the session at the IGU 
Regional Meeting in Kyoto in 2013. It is 
collaborating with the Land-Ocean 
Interactions in the Coastal Zone (LOICZ) of 
the International Geosphere-Biosphere 
(IGBP) program, which is transitioning into 
Future Earth Coasts, in co-convening a 
session at the IGC in Beijing in 2016. 
 
4. Publications 
 
Newsletters, special journal issues, and 
books published or anticipated during the 
2012- 2016 period (provide complete 
citations for all publications). 
 
Two Newsletters have been published each 
year; numbers 67-73 cover the period 2012- 
2015. 
 
The following special issue has been 
published: 
 
Anthony, E.J. and Psuty, N.P. (2014) 
editors, ‘Human-altered coastal systems: 
processes, monitoring, and management’, 
special issue of Journal of Coastal 
Conservation, vol 8, pp 481-593. 
 
5. Continuation 
 
5.1. Commission Mission 
 
The Commission on Coastal Systems 
encourages the study of coastal systems 
throughout the world. The Commission 
sponsors and supports activities leading to 
the exchange of information regarding 
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coastal systems among our members and 
throughout the IGU at large. The focus of 
attention is on interactive systems, both 
human and physical, and the areas of inquiry 
include issues such as sea-level rise, land-
use changes, estuarine resources, coastal 
tourism and shoreline development, coastal 
recreation,   and coastal zone management. 
The Commission has a particular focus on 
issues of Global Change. 
 
5.2. Steering Committee 
 
The CCS steering committee, listed above, 
represents the present composition, but there 
are plans to re-organise this in order to add 
additional younger members during the 
period 2016-2020. 

5.3. Future Work Plan 
 
The CCS intends to continue its active 
involvement in future national and 
international coastal meetings (see section 
2C). It will advocate the strong relevance of 
geographical knowledge and perspective in 
the better management of the world’s 
coastlines. It will bring together researchers 
focusing on coastal environments in order to 
facilitate sustainable practices in coastal 
settings, to enhance the resilience of our 
coasts and to foster a greater appreciation of 
the value of coastlines around the world. It 
will strengthen links between its members 
and other coast-focused groups such as the 
Coastal Education and Research 
Foundation, Future Earth Coasts, and 
working groups of IGCP. It will seek to 
disseminate a better understanding of 
coastal systems through networking and the 
fostering of good-quality publications. 
 

 
 

C12.06 Cold Region Environments 
 

 
1. Introduction 
 
The Cold Region Environment Commission 
was created as a successor, in part, to the 
former Periglacial Commission.   
 
Since its inception, it has grown in numbers 
and in interconnectedness, both within and 
beyond IGU. 
 
2. Meetings 
 
2.1. Organisation of International 

Workshops by Steering Committee 
Members 

 
International Workshop on 'Climate 
Change Impacts and Adaptation in 
Himalaya: Science and Policy Interface', 
on 2-3 November 2015 at Kumaun 
University, Nainital, Uttarakhand, India, 
supported by Indian Himalaya Climate 

Adaptation Programme of Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC). 
Tiwari, P. 
 
International Workshop on 'Climate Change 
Adaptation in Middle Himalaya' on 4 
November 2015, at Kumaun University, 
Nainital, Uttarakhand, India, supported by 
Asia Pacific Network for Global Change 
research (APN). Tiwari, P. 
 
International Studies Association (ISA) 
Conference Panel Proposal for meeting in 
Atlanta, GA. 2016. Submitted May 25, 
2015. Accepted. 
Co-chairs: Nancy Doubleday and Dustin 
Garrick, Co-convenors.  
Title: Bridging Water Security, Peace 
Building and the Geopolitics of 
Transboundary Water Governance. 
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2.2. Organisation of IGU Collaborations: 
 
In every year from 2012 to 2016, the IGU 
CRE has held sessions at IGU regional 
Meetings and at IGU congresses. Our recent 
efforts include: 
 
International Geographical Union (IGU) 
2015. Moscow, Russia.  
Title: “Cold Regions: Monitoring, 
Observing, Understanding” 
 
Co-Chairs:  
Tatiana Vlasova - tatiana.vlsv@gmail.com 
(Russian Federation) 
Nancy Doubleday - doublen@mcmaster.ca 
(Canada) 
Marie-Jeanne Sarah Royer-  
mar71@aber.ac.uk (UK) 
 
We organized and hosted 30 oral 
presentations in 6 timeslots over 3 days of 
the conference. It was the largest session 
held by the Cold Region Environments 
Commission in the past 10 years. We thank 
sincerely the IGU LOC, the Russian 
Geographic Society and Tatiana Vlasova, 
IGU CRE Member and Co-chair. 
 
International Geographical Union (IGU) 
Proposal in 2015 for meeting in 2016. 
Beijing, China. Accepted. Co-chairs: Nancy 
Doubleday (Canada), Tatiana Vlasova 
(Russia) Xiaoping Yang (China), Marie 
Jeanne Royer (UK) 
 
Title: “The International Year of Global 
Understanding (IYGU) and the Cold 
Regions”. 
 
3. Networking 
 
3.1. Colaborations with other IGU 

commissions 
 
Cooperation with IGU Karst Commission 
(C12.23) Vlasova, T. 
 
IGU Commission of Cold Region 
Environments (C12.06) came out as the 
expert of nomination “Lena Pillars Nature 

Park: minor modifications to the boundaries 
of World Heritage property”. Nomination 
was inscribed at the List of World Natural 
Heritage (by the criteria VIII: “significant 
on-going processes”, mainly, by the unique 
and outstanding value of cold karst) during 
the 39th UNESCO session in Bonn (26 
June-10 July 2015). 
 
Cooperation with IGU Hazards and Risk 
Commission 
 
Joint session was organized during IGU 
Regional Conference Moscow 2015 17-21 
August, Vlasova, T. 
 
3.2. Implementation of International 

Multi-institutional Collaborative 
Projects with other organizations 

 
Cooperation of CRE with the International 
Arctic Science Committee (IASC) 
 
Cold Region Environments Commission 
session at the IGU Regional Conference 
Moscow 2015 17-21 August sponsored by 
Social and Human Science Working Group 
of IASC.  
 
Support was provided for a special session 
on “Resources, Quality of Life and 
Sustainable Development in the Arctic” that 
was held in August 2015 at the International 
Geographical Union (IGU) Regional 
Conference in Moscow, Russia. The session 
featured papers that examined the 
connection between the use of natural 
resources and human wellbeing in the Arctic 
in the context of sustainable development in 
different regional and institutional contexts. 
Russia and the USA joint proposal: Andrey 
Petrov (USA) and Tatiana Vlasova (Russia) 
 
International Conference on Permafrost 
(ICOP 2016) in Potsdam, Germany. 
Session: New frontiers in mountain 
permafrost research. 2016 (June). 
Trombotto, D. 
 
Participation at the IPA Council Meeting. 
2016 (June). Trombotto, D. 
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CliC Leadership Online Meeting on 
Permafrost May 24, 2016. Talk: Data and 
permafrost frontiers in South America. 
Trombotto, D. 
 
12th Meeting of the World Climate Research 
Programme (WCRP)’s Climate and 
Cryosphere (CliC) Project Scientific 
Steering Group hosted at the Center for Ice 
and Climate (CIC) of the University of 
Copenhagen, co-organized by the CliC 
International Project Office (IPO) and CIC, 
and co-sponsored by WCRP, CliC IPO, 
Norwegian Polar Institute (NPI), and CIC. 
Talk: South American Activities. 2016 
(January-February). Trombotto, D. 
 
Climate Adaptation Partnership Program 
Project Shimla (Indian Himalaya), India 
implemented by the Urban Climate Change 
Research Network (UCCRN) established by 
ICMA under City-Links, and Columbia 
University, USA. Tiwari, P. 
 
India-UK Collaborative Project:  
Harnessing climate data and remote sensing 
products to promote community-led 
innovation in adaptive natural resource 
management for improved food security in 
the changing climate of the Kumaon Lesser 
Himalaya (KLH). India Lead Partner, 
Tiwari, P. 
 
International Collaborative Project:  
Irrigation-hydropower Nexus in the Ganges 
Headwaters under International Research 
Programme on Water Land and Ecosystem 
(WLE) in Ganges Focal Region, of CGIAR 
(in collaboration with Arizona University, 
USA, International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Nepal). 
Co Principal Investigator: Tiwari, P. 
 
3.3. Outreach and Educational Activities 
 
Lecture in Buenos Aires. First presentation 
about Geocryology, Ice and Rock Glaciers 
under the new law to protect glaciers and 
periglacial environment to the Argentine 
government through the Environment 
Ministry and Sustainable Development 

(Minister Rabbi Sergio Bergman and his 
group). 2016 (January). Trombotto, D. 
 
Knowledge transfer on cryospheric systems 
in the Andes to rural schools: “Mapu 
Mahuida”, Bardas Blancas and Bernardo 
Houssay, Las Loicas. Talk: The Cryogenic 
Phenomena in the Science Fiction 
Literature. 2015 (August). Trombotto, D. 
 
Permafrost Mentor in the PhD work of 
Víctor Hugo Soto Molina, Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México, UNAM. 
(Director of thesis: Dr. Hugo Delgado 
Granados). Trombotto, D. 
 
Guest lecturer of the "excursion to the Andes 
of Mendoza for geographers of the 
University Of Bonn, Germany under the 
direction of Prof. Lothar Schrott. 2015 
(March). Trombotto, D. 
 
Translating Large-Scale Climate Data into 
Stakeholder-relevant Information for 
Community-based Adaptation in the 
Kumaon Himalaya, International Workshop 
on 'Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation 
in Himalaya: Science and Policy Interface', 
Kumaun University, Nainital, 2-3 
November 2015. Tiwari, P. 
 
Climate Change and Food Security in 
Himalaya, International Workshop on 'Food 
and Nutrition Security in the Face of 
Changing Climate in the Himalaya’ 
organized under 'Strategic Programme for 
International Research and Education' 
(SPIRE), Norway, Kathmandu, Nepal, 27-
29 October 2015. Tiwari, P. 
 
Integrating Disaster Risk Reduction and into 
Urban Climate Change Adaptation 
Governance in Developing World: Learning 
Experience from Ganges Flood Plains of 
India, Future Perfect: Cities at the Forefront 
of Change and Development, Centre for 
Local and Regional Governance, University 
of Philippines; Quezon City, Philippines, 7-
9 October 2015.  
Tiwari, P. 
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Urban Growth under Climate Change in 
High Mountains: Assessment of Impact on 
Urban Water Security and 
Institutionalization of Community-led 
Adaptive Innovations for Policy 
Transformation in Himalaya, Future Perfect: 
Cities at the Forefront of Change and 
Development,  Centre for Local and 
Regional Governance, University of 
Philippines;  Quezon City, Philippines, 7-9 
October 2015. Tiwari, P. 
Integrated Trans-boundary Headwater 
Governance in Hindu Kush Himalaya under 
Climate Change: A Coordinated Adaptation 
Framework for Water, Food and Energy 
Security in South Asia, UNESCO 
International Conference on 'Our Common 
Future under Climate Change' (CFCC), 
UNESCO, Paris, France, 7-10 July 2015. 
Tiwari, P. 
 
Increasing Gender Inequalities while 
Attaining Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) in Marginalized Mountain 
Environment: Empirical Observations 
Underline Policy Transformation under 
Climate Change in Indian Himalaya, IPOPs 
(Individuals, Populations and Societies) 
International Conference, on 'Population 
Inequalities', Université Paris Ouest 
Nanterre la Défense, Paris, France, 2 - 3 July 
2015.  Tiwari, P. 
 
Mainstreaming Climate Change Adaptation 
in Himalaya, Addressing the Fate of 
Himalayan Sourced Rivers in the Context of 
Climate Change, Australian National 
University (ANU), Canberra, Australia, 2-4 
June 2015. Tiwari, P. 
 
Climate Change Services for Adaptation to 
Climate Change in Himalaya, International 
Workshop on Identifying Climate Change 
Information Needs, jointly organized by 
School of Environmental Sciences, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 
and Climate Service Centre, Hamburg, 
Germany at JNU on 8 - 10 April, 2015.  
Tiwari, P. 
 

Women's  Adaptive Innovations in Land and 
Water Management under Climate Change 
in Himalaya: An Illustration of Reducing 
Gender Gap in Subsistence Agricultural 
Economy in Marginalized Environment, 
GIGAR-CCAFS International Conference 
on 'Closing the Gender Gap in Farming' 
Paris, 19th March 2015 
 
Climate Change and its Impacts on Food and 
Security in Himalaya:  
Responses and Adaptation, International 
Conference on Climate Change Innovation 
and Resilience for Sustainable Livelihood, 
12-14 January 2015, Kathmandu, Nepal. 
Tiwari, P. 
 
 “Interdisciplinarity as Agency: its role in 
Nurturing Social Justice, Health, Peace and 
Sustainability.” Keynote Address: 
Symposium Day, School of Environmental 
Sustainability (SES), Global Institute for 
Water Security, University of 
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
March 27, 2015. Nancy C. Doubleday. 
 
Northwest Passage Cruise, operated by 
World Wide Quest, One Ocean and 
McMaster Alumni. Lectures included the 
changing Arctic, Arctic Peoples and history, 
landclaims and Arctic sustainability in the 
context of climate change. August 24 to 
September 5, 2015. Doubleday, N. 
 
4. Publications 
 
Yudina, O., & Grimwood, B. S. R. (2015). 
Situating the wildlife spectacle: 
Ecofeminism, representation, and polar bear 
tourism. Journal of Sustainable Tourism. 
DOI: 10.1080/09669582.2015.1083996 
 
Holmes, A., Grimwood, B. S. R., King, L., 
& the Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation. 
(resubmitted). An indigenized visitor code 
of ethics: A story of Denesoline self-
determination for sustainable tourism. 
Journal of Sustainable Tourism. 
 
Grimwood, B. S. R., King, L., Holmes, A., 
& the Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation. (in 
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press). Decolonizing tourism mobilities?: 
Planning research within a First Nations 
community in northern Canada. In J. Rickly, 
M. Mostafanezhad, & K. Hannam (Eds.), 
Tourism and leisure mobilities: Politics, 
work and play. New York: Routledge. 
 
Rapinski Michel, Payette Fanny, Sonnentag 
Oliver, Herrmann Thora M., Royer Marie-
Jeanne S., Cuerrier Alain, Siegwart-Collier 
Laura, Hermanutz Luise, Guanish George 
(in preparation) Listening to Inuit and 
Naskapi peoples in the eastern Canadian 
Subarctic: combining local observations 
with gridded climate data. Submitted to: 
Regional Environmental Change 
 
Royer Marie-Jeanne S., Herrmann Thora 
M., Sonnentag Oliver, Delusca Kénel, 
Fortier Daniel, Cuciurean Rick (2013) 
Linking Cree Hunters’ and scientific 
observations of changing inland ice and 
meteorological conditions in the subarctic 
Eastern James Bay region, Canada. Climatic 
Change 119(3): 719-732, DOI: 
10.1007/s10584-013-0773-9 
 
Royer Marie-Jeanne S., Herrmann Thora M. 
(2013) Cree hunters’ observations on 
resources in the landscape in the context of 
socio-environmental change in the Eastern 
James Bay. Landscape Research 38(4): 443-
460, DOI: 10.1080/01426397.2012.722612 
 
Herrmann Thora M., Royer Marie-Jeanne 
S., Cuciurean Rick (2012) Understanding 
subarctic wildlife in Eastern James Bay 
under changing climatic and socio-
environmental conditions: bringing together 
Cree hunters’ ecological knowledge and 
scientific observations. Polar Geography 
35(3-4): 245-270, DOI: 
10.1080/1088937x.2011.654356 
 
Royer Marie-Jeanne S. (2016) Climate, 
Environment and Cree observations: James 
Bay Territory, Canada, SpringerBriefs in 
Climate Studies, Springer International 
Publishing, Switzerland 
 

Schlüchter, C. & J. Nietlispach, Guest 
Editors (2012): XVIII INQUA Congress, 
21st – 27th July, 2011, Bern, Switzerland, 
Official Compte Rendu and Volume of 
Abstracts. – Quaternary International, Vols. 
279 – 280, 565 p. (Elsevier). 
 
Akçar, N., Deline, P., Ivy-Ochs, S., 
Alfimov, V., Hajdas, I., Kunik, P.W., 
Christl, M. & C. Schlüchter (2012):  The 
1717 AD rock avalanche deposits in the 
Upper Ferret Valley (Italy): A dating 
approach with cosmogenic 10Be. – Journal 
of Quaternary Science, vol. 27(4): 383-392. 
Akçar, N., Ivy-Ochs, S., Claude, A., 
Tkhomirov, D., Kubik, P.W., Vockenhuber, 
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Geosciences, vol. 105, No. 3: 401- 415. 
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Cratschla, H.1 (2012):  4-11. 
 
Lukas, S., Graf, A., Coray, S. & C. 
Schlüchter (2012): Genesis, stability and 



- 92 -
92 

preservation potential of large lateral 
moraines of Alpine valley glaciers - towards 
a unifying theory based on 
Findelengletscher, Switzerland. -   
Quaternary Science Reviews 38(2012): 27-
48. 
 
Nicolussi, K. & C. Schlüchter (2012): The 
8.2 ka event - Calendar-dated glacier 
response in the Alps. – Geology, September 
2012, vol.40: 819-822. 
 
Schimmelpfennig, I., Schaefer, J.M., Akçar, 
N., Ivy-Ochs, S., Finkel, R.C. & C. 
Schlüchter (2012): Holocene glacier 
culminations in the Western Alps and their 
hemispheric relevance. – Geology, October 
2012, vol. 40: 891-894. 
 
Schindelwig, I., Akçar, N., Kubik, P.W. & 
C. Schlüchter (2012): Lateglacial and early 
Holocene dynamics of adjacent valley 
glaciers in the Western Swiss Alps. – 
Journal of Quaternary Science (2012) vol. 
27(1): 114-124. 
 
Zahno, C., Gasser, M., Drescher-Schneider, 
R., Gasser, J. & C. Schlüchter (2012):  
Holzreste von spätglazialen Kiefern aus der 
tiefgründigen und tonreichen 
Permanentrutschung „Spiegelberg“, Kanton 
Schwyz (Schweiz). – EuG - Quaternary 
Science Journal, vol. 61. No.1: 64-68. 
 
Schlüchter, C., M. Clausen, F. Stadelmann 
& E. Kissling (2013): Tektonik. Das 
bewegte und gestapelte Gebirge. In: H. 
Haller, A. Eisenhut & R. Haller (Hrsg.): 
Atlas des Schweizerischen Nationalparks. 
Die ersten 100 Jahre. Nat.park-Forsch. 
Schweiz 99/1. Bern: Haupt-Verlag: 18-1. 
 
Schlüchter, C., M. Clausen, Chr. Haemmig, 
A. Margreth, E. Pointner, B. Steiner, St. 
Strasky & H. Vetter (2013): Quellen. 
Natürliche Wasseraustritte im Gelände. In: 
H. Haller, A. Eisenhut & R. Haller (Hrsg.): 
Atlas des Schweizerischen Nationalparks. 
Die ersten 100 Jahre. Nat.park-Forsch. 
Schweiz 99/1. Bern: Haupt-Verlag: 30-31. 
 

Schlüchter, C., D. Florineth, H. Vetter, M. 
Clausen, L. Inderbitzin, E. Pointner & M. 
Kocher (2013): Die letzte Vergletscherung. 
Das Ofenpassgebiet unter Eis. In: H. Haller, 
A. Eisenhut & R. Haller (Hrsg.): Atlas des 
Schweizerischen Nationalparks. Die ersten 
100 Jahre. Nat.park-Forsch. Schweiz 99/1. 
Bern: Haupt-Verlag: 46-47. 
 
Schlüchter, C., B.U. Müller, M. Rolli, V. 
Burki, D. Locher, R. Trachsel, L. 
Inderbitzin, & H. Vetter (2013): Der Lai da 
l’Ova Spin. Die höchsten bekannten 
Sedimentationsraten. In: H. Haller, A. 
Eisenhut & R. Haller (Hrsg.): Atlas des 
Schweizerischen Nationalparks. Die ersten 
100 Jahre. Nat.park-Forsch. Schweiz 99/1. 
Bern: Haupt-Verlag: 180-181. 
 
Schlüchter, C., D. Locher, L. Inderbitzin, 
B.U. Müller, M. Rolli, V. Burki, St. Müller 
& R. Trachsel (2013): Quecksilber. Alle 
spuren führen in die Val Brüna. In: H. 
Haller, A. Eisenhut & R. Haller (Hrsg.): 
Atlas des Schweizerischen Nationalparks. 
Die ersten 100 Jahre. Nat.park-Forsch. 
Schweiz 99/1. Bern: Haupt-Verlag: 206-
207. 
 
Blum, C., Schlüchter, C., Känzig-Schoch, 
U., Menkveld-Gfeller, U. & B. Hofmann 
(2013): Geotope im Kanton Bern - 
„Bodenschätze für die Öffentlichkeit“. – 
Mitteilungen der Naturforschenden 
Gesellschaft in Bern, Neue Folge, Band 
70:187-193. 
 
Claude, A., Akçar, N., Ivy-Ochs, S., Christl, 
M., Vockenhuber, Chr. & C. Schlüchter 
(2013): Cosmogenic Nuclide Dating of 
Swiss Deckenschotter. – ENSI Forschungs- 
und Erfahrungsbericht 2013. 
 
Filli, F. & C. Schlüchter (2013):  Die 
Ofenpassstrasse. 100-jähriger Konflikt 
zwischen Nutzung und Naturschutz. In: H. 
Haller, A. Eisenhut & R. Haller (Hrsg.): 
Atlas des Schweizerischen Nationalparks. 
Die ersten 100 Jahre. Nat.park-Forsch. 
Schweiz 99/1. Bern: Haupt-Verlag: 170-
171. 



- 93 -
93 

Furrer, H., C. Schlüchter, L. Inderbitzin, E. 
Pointner, A. Margreth, D. Gaar und J. Frei 
(2013): Geologie und Erdgeschichte. 
Lithologisches und zeitliches Fundament 
des SNP. In: H. Haller, A. Eisenhut & R. 
Haller (Hrsg.): Atlas des Schweizerischen 
Nationalparks. Die ersten 100 Jahre. 
Nat.park-Forsch. Schweiz 99/1. Bern: 
Haupt-Verlag: 16-17. 
 
Hippe, K., Kober, F., Wacker, L., Fahrni, 
S.M., Ivy-Ochs, S., Akçar, N., Schlüchter, 
C. & R. Wieler (2013): An update on 
cosmogenic in situ 14C analysis at ETH 
Zürich. – Nuclear Instruments and Methods 
in Physics Research Section B: Beam 
Interactions with Materials and Atoms, vol. 
294(2013): 81-86. 
 
Schlüchter, C. (2014): Das „Änziloch“ und 
die letzte Eiszeit. – Journal UNESCO-
Biosphäre 
Entlebuch, Ausgabe 2014: 7, 9-10. 
 
Schlüchter, C. (2014): Die Umleitung der 
Kander in den Thunersee – ein geologisches 
Langzeitexperiment. – Uferschutzverband 
Thuner- und Brienzersee,  
Jahrbuch 2014: 151-165. 
 
Schlüchter, C. (2014): Holz statt Eis. 
Veränderungen im Landschaftsbild der 
Alpen während der letzten 10'000 Jahre. – 
Festschrift der Schweizerischen Stiftung für 
Alpine Forschung 1939-2014: 89-128. – 
SSAF-Eigenverlag (Zürich). 
 
Schlüchter, C. &. E. Gross (2014): 
Anmerkungen zur heutigen 
Klimadiskussion. – Festschrift der 
Schweizerischen Stiftung für Alpine 
Forschung 1939-2014:129-131.  
- SSAF-Eigenverlag, (Zürich). 
 
Robinson, C., von Fumetti, St., Knispel, S., 
Lubini, V., Mürle, U., Oertli, B., Ortlepp, J., 
Rey, P., Schlüchter, C. & Th. Scheurer 
(2014): Gewässer reagieren auf 
Umweltveränderungen. – In: Baur, B. & Th. 
Scheurer (Red.) (2014): Wissen schaffen. 

100 Jahre Forschung im Schweizerischen 
Nationalpark. Nationalpark-Forschung in 
der Schweiz 100/1: 269-295. – Haupt Verlag 
Bern. 
 
Scheurer, Th., Ortlepp, J., Rey, P., 
Robinson, C., Schlüchter, C. & S. Güsewell 
(2014): Berührte Natur – direkte und 
indirekte menschliche Einflüsse. – In: Baur, 
B. & Th. Scheurer (Red.) (2014): Wissen 
schaffen. 100 Jahre Forschung im 
Schweizerischen Nationalpark. 
Nationalpark-Forschung in der Schweiz 
100/1: 327-353. – Haupt Verlag Bern. 
 
Zimmermann, St., Furrer, H., Stoffel, M. & 
C. Schlüchter (2014): Das Gesicht der Erde.  
- In: Baur, B. & Th. Scheurer (Red.) (2014): 
Wissen schaffen. 100 Jahre Forschung im 
Schweizerischen Nationalpark. 
Nationalpark-Forschung in der Schweiz 
100/1: 115-14. 
- Haupt Verlag Bern. 
 
Akçar, N., Ivy-Ochs, S., Deline, Ph., 
Alfimov, V., Kubik, P.W., Christl, M. & C. 
Schlüchter (2014): Minor inheritance 
inhibits the calibration of the 10Be 
production rate from the AD 1717 Val Ferret 
rock avalanche, European Alps. – Journal of 
Quaternary Science,  
vol. 29(2014): 318-328. 
 
Akçar,:, Ivy-Ochs, S., Alfimov, V., Claude, 
A., Graf, H.R., Dehnert, A., Kubik, P.W., 
Rahn, M., Kuhlemann, J. & C. Schlüchter 
(2014):  The first major  incision of the 
Swiss Deckenschotter landscape. – Swiss 
Journal of Geosciences (2014) 107: 337-
347. 
 
Akçar, N., Yavuz, V., Ivy-Ochs, S., Reber, 
R., Kubik, P.W., Zahno, C. & C. Schlüchter 
(2014): Glacier response to the change in 
atmospheric circulation in the eastern 
Mediterranean during the Last Glacial 
Maximum. – Quaternary Geochronology, 
vol.19 (2014): 27-41. 
 
Hippe, K., Ivy-Ochs, S., Kober, F., Zasadni, 
J., Wieler, R., Wacker, L., Kubik, P.W. & C. 



- 94 -
94 

Schlüchter (2014): Chronology of 
Lateglacial ice flow reorganization and 
deglaciation in the Gotthard Pass area, 
Central Swiss Alps, based on cosmogenic 
10Be and in situ 14C. – Quaternary 
Geochronology, vol. 19(2014): 14-26. 
 
Nicolussi, K., Drescher-Schneider, R., Le 
Roy, M. & C. Schlüchter (2014):  Alpine 
Gletscherschwankungen während des 
Holozäns. – Geographische Rundschau, 
Juli-August, 7 – 8 (2014):  16-20. 
 
Reber, R., Akçar, N., Ivy-Ochs, S., 
Tikhomirov, D., Burkhalter, R., Zahno, C., 
Lüthold, A., Kubik, P.W., Vockenhuber, Ch. 
& C. Schlüchter (2014): Timing of the 
retreat of the Reuss Glacier (Switzerland) at 
the end of the Last Glacial Maximum. – 
Swiss Journal of Geosciences (2014) 107 
(Issue 2-3): 293-307.  
 
Reber, R., Akçar, N., Yesilyurt, S., Yavuz, 
V., Tikhomirov, D., Kubik, P.W. & C. 
Schlüchter (2014): Glacier advances in 
northeastern Turkey before and during the 
global Last Glacial Maximum. -  Quaternary 
Science Reviews 101(2014): 177-192.  
 
Schaefer, J.M, Winckler, G., Blard, P.-H., 
Balco, G., Schuster, D.L., Friedrich, R., Jull, 
A.J.T., Wieler, R., Schluechter, C. (2014); 
Performance of CRONUS-P – A pyroxene 
reference material for helium isotope 
analysis. – Quaternary Geochronology, 
XXXX 
 
Schimmelpfennig, I., Schaefer, J. M, Akçar, 
N., Koffmann, T., Ivy-Ochs, S., Schwartz, 
R., Finkel, R.C., Zimmermann, S. & C. 
Schlüchter (2014): A chronology of 
Holocene and Little Ice Age glacier 
culminations of the Steingletscher, Central 
Alps, Switzerland, based on high-sensitivity 
beryllium-10 moraine dating. – Earth and 
Planetary Science Letters 393C (2014): 220-
230. 
 
Schimmelpfennig, I., Schaefer, J. M., 
Putnam, A. E., Hoffman, T., Benedetti, L., 
Ivy-Ochs, S., Aster Team & C, Schlüchter 

(2014):  36Cl production rate from K-
spallation in the European Alps (Chironico 
landslide, Switzerland). – Journal of 
Quaternary Science (2014), vol. 29(5): 407-
413. 
 
Tikhomirov, D., Akçar, N., Ivy-Ochs, S., 
Alfimov, V. & C. Schlüchter (2014): 
Calculation of shielding factors for 
production of cosmogenic nuclides in fault 
scarps. – Quaternary Geochronology, vol. 
19(2014): 181-193. 
 
Schlüchter, C. (2015): Dynamik im 
regulierten Spöl dank Hochwasser. – 
Nationalpark- 
Forschung in der Schweiz 103(2015): 69-73. 
– Haupt, Bern. 
 
Schlüchter, C. (2015): Boden als 
geologisches Archiv. – Umwelt Aargau 
„Jahr des Bodens“: 42-43. 
 
Schlüchter, C, & F. Nyffenegger (2015): 
Wechselvolle Entstehung der Val Ftur. – 
Cratschla, vol. 2(2015): 4-5. 
 
Ciner, A., Dogan, U., Yildrim, C., Akçar, N., 
Ivy-Ochs, S., Alfimov, V., Kubik, P.W. & 
C. Schlüchter (2015):  Quaternary uplift 
rates of the Central Anatolian Plateau, 
Turkey: insights from cosmogenic isochron-
burial nuclide dating of the Kizilirmak River 
terraces.  
- Quaternary Science Reviews 107(2015): 
81-97. 
 
Graf, A., Akçar, N., Ivy-Ochs, S., Strasky, 
St., Kubik, P.W., Christl, M., Burkhard, M., 
Wieler, R. & C. Schlüchter (2015): Multiple 
advances of Alpine glaciers into the Jura 
Mountains in the Northwestern Switzerland. 
– Swiss Journal of Geosciences, vol. 108 
(2015): 225-238. 
 
Robinson, Ch., von Fumetti, St., Knispel, S., 
Lubini V., Mürle, U., Oertli, B., Ortlepp, J., 
Rey, P., Schlüchter, C. & Th. Scheurere 
(2015): Les milieux aquatiques réagissent 
aux changements environnementaux. – 
Recherches scientifiques au Parc national 



- 95 -
95 

suisse 100/II: 271-299. - Editions Haupt 
Berne. 
 
Schaefer, J.M., Putnam, A.E., Denton, G.H., 
Kaplan,M.R., Birkel, S., Doughty, A.M., 
Kelley, S., Barrell, D.J.A., Finkel, R.C., 
Winckler, G., Anderson, R.F., Ninneman, 
U.S., Barker, St., Schwartz, R., Andersen, 
B.G. & C. Schluechter (2015): The Southern 
Glacial Maximum 65'000 years ago and its 
Unfinished Termination. – Quaternary 
Science Reviews 114(2015): 52-60. 
 
Scheurer, Th., Ortlepp, J., Rey, P., 
Robinson, Ch., Schlüchter, C. & S. 
Güsewell (2015): Nature alterée - influences 
anthropiques directes et indirectes. – 
Recherches scientifiques au Parc national 
suisse 100/II: 329-359. Editions Haupt 
Berne.  
Zimmermann, St., Furrer, H., Stoffel, M. & 
C. Schlüchter (2015): La terre, des 
profondeurs à la surface. – Recherches 
scientifiques au Parc national suisse 100/II: 
115-147. Editions Haupt Berne. 
 
Akçar, N., Alfimov, V., Ivy-Ochs, S., 
Yavuz, V., Yilmaz, I. Ö., Schachner, A., 
Altiner, D. & C. Schlüchter (2016): Origin 
of building stones in Yenicekale Complex: 
Application of cosmogenic 36Cl to 
archeological problems. – In: Schachner, A. 
(Ed.): Ausgrabungen und Forschungen in 
der westlichen Oberstadt von Hattusa.   
Bogazköy-Berichte 10 (Mainz). --- BoHa 24 
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2015), An 
Integrated Watershed Management and 
Climate Change Adaptation Framework: A 
Study from Kumaon in Uttarakhand, India, 
in Imrana Niazi, Sarah S. Aneel and Uzma 
T. Haroon (eds.), Anthology of 17th 
Sustainable Development Conference: 
Pathways to Sustainable Development, 
Sustanable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI), pp 151-169 
 
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2015) 
Environmental Changes, Rural Out-
migration and Social Dynamics in 
Himalayas, Studia Obszarow Wiejskich - 
Rural Studies: Local Development in Urban 

and Rural Space - Project and Planning, 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Volume 38, 
pp.77-96 
 
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2015) Gender 
Processes in Rural Out-Migration and 
Socio-Economic Development in Himalaya, 
Migration and Development, Online 
Published 14 April 2015. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/21632324.2015.1
022970 
 
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2015) Local and 
Regional Institutions and Environmental 
Governance in Hindu Kush Himalaya, 
Environmental Science and Policy, 
49(2015)66-74 
 
Tiwari, P.C. and Joshi, B. (2015), Climate 
Change and Food Security in Himalaya, in 
M. Hartmann and W. Weipert (Eds), 
Biodiversitat and Naturausstattung im 
Himalaya, Bd. V., pp.63-76. 
 
Tiwari, P. C. and Joshi, B (2015), Global 
Change and Mountains: Consequences, 
Responses and Opportunities, in Velma 
Grover et al.(eds),   Impact of Global 
Changes on Mountains: Responses and 
Adaptation, Science Publishers, CRS Press, 
Taylor and Francis, USA, pp. 79-136 
 
Rawat, P. and Tiwari, P. C. (2015), Climate 
Change and its Impacts on Community Food 
and Livelihood in Kumaun Himalaya: A 
Case Study of Dabka Catchment, in Velma 
Grover et al.(eds),   Impact of Global 
Changes on Mountains: Responses and 
Adaptation, Science Publishers, CRS Press, 
Taylor and Francis, USA, pp. 266-297 
 
Massone, H., Martínez, D. E., Vich, A., 
Quiroz Londoño, O. M., Trombotto, D. & 
Grondona, S. I. 2016. “Snowmelt 
Contribution to the Sustainability of the 
Irrigated Mendoza's Oasis, Argentina: an 
isotope study”. Environmental Earth 
Sciences, Springer, DOI 10.1007/s12665-
015-5141-9 
 



- 96 -
96 

Lenzano, G., Lenzano, L., Barón, J., 
Lannutti, E., Durand, M., Trombotto 
Liaudat, D. 2016. Thinning of the Horcones 
inferior debris-covered glacier, derived from 
five ablation seasons by semi-continuous 
GNSS geodetic surveys (Mt. Aconcagua, 
Argentina). Andean Geology 43 (1): 47-59. 
doi: 10.5027/andgeoV43n1-a03 
 
Sileo, N., Dario Trombotto Liaudat, D. y 
Dapeña, C. 2016. Estudios preliminares del 
agua, nieve y hielo en la cuenca del río 
Vallecitos, Mendoza, Argentina. 
“Preliminary studies of water, snow and ice 
in the Vallecitos river basin, Mendoza, 
Argentina”. Acta Geológica Lilloana 27 (2): 
130–145. 
 
Bodin, Xavier y Trombotto L., Dario. 2016. 
Evaluación de los aportes de la 
fotogrametría terrestre en el estudio de los 
glaciares de escombros (Cordón del Plata, 
Mendoza, Argentina). “Evaluation of the 
photogrammetry contribution in the studies 
of rock glaciers 
(Cordón del Plata, Mendoza, Argentina)”. 
Acta Geológica Lilloana 27 (2): 87–96. 
 
Hernández, J., Marcosig, I. P.  y Trombotto 
Liaudat, D. 2016. “La recolección y 
medición de la precipitación en los 
ambientes fríos de la cordillera de los 
Andes”. Acta Geológica Lilloana 27 (2): 
159–162. 
 
Tapia Baldis, C. y Dario Trombotto Liaudat, 
D. 2016. Cinturones altitudinales 
criogénicos en la Cuenca del río Bramadero, 
San Juan, Argentina. “Cryogenic altitudinal 
belts in the Bramadero river basin, San Juan, 
Argentina”. Acta Geológica Lilloana 27 (2): 
146–158. 
 
Saito, K., Trombotto Liaudat, D., 
Yoshikawa, K., Mori, J., Sone, T., 
Marchenko, S., Romanovsky, V., Walsh, J., 
Hendricks, A., Bottegal, E. 2015.  “Late 
Quaternary Permafrost Distribution 
Downscaled in South America: 
Examinations of the GCM-based maps with 
the observations”. Permafrost and 

Periglacial Processes, DOI: 
10.1002/ppp.1863  
 
Bodin, X. and Trombotto, D. 2015. 
Evaluation of a terrestrial photogrammetry 
method for the study of high mountain 
dynamics: Quebrada del Medio rock glacier, 
Mendoza, Argentina. In: Geomorphometry 
for Geosciences, Jasiewicz J., Zwoliński 
Zb., Mitasova H., Hengl T. (eds), p: 189-
291. Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznań. ISBN 978-83-7986-059-3. 
 
D. Trombotto Liaudat, P. Wainstein y L. U. 
Arenson. 2014.  "Terminological Guide of 
the South American Geocryology”. 
Vázquez Mazzini Editores, 127 páginas, 
Buenos Aires. 
 
Tatiana VLASOVA (Russian Federation), 
Nancy DOUBLEDAY (Canada)// 
Cold Region Environments observations for 
prosperity, resilience and sustainability: 
introduction to the discussion.IGU 2015 
Book of Abstracts, IGU2015 – 1474   
 
Tatiana VLASOVA (Russian Federation), 
Sergey VOLKOV (Russian Federation), 
Alexander KHROPOV (Russian 
Federation), Ivan LYTKIN (Russian 
Federation), Aleksey Medvedkov// Food 
and water security monitoring in the Arctic: 
approaches and indicators. IGU 2015 Book 
of Abstracts, IGU2015 – 2277  
 
Tatiana VLASOVA (Institute of 
Geography, Russian Academy of Science, 
Russian Federation).C06-O03 
INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL 
UNION COLD REGION 
ENVIRONMENTS COMMISSION: ROLE 
IN THE ARCTIC SUSTAINABILITY 
SCIENCE. 
http://www.assw2015.org/program/pdf/Abs
tract/Oral/C_Oral/C06_O/C06_O03.pdf 
 
Schweitzer Peter P, Rasmussen Rasmus Ole, 
VLASOVA, Tatiana. ASI, AHDR, AND 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE 
CIRCUMPOLAR ARCTIC COASTAL 



- 97 -
97 

COMMUNITIES OBSERVATORY 
NETWORK (CACCON) C08-O03.  
http://www.assw2015.org/program/pdf/Abs
tract/Oral/C_Oral/C08_O/C08_O03.pdf 
 
Jansson R., Nilsson C., Keskitalo E. C. H., 
VLASOVA T., Sutinen M.-L. , Moen J., 
Chapin III F. , Brathen K., Cabeza M., 
Callaghan T. V., Van Oort B., Dannevig H., 
Bay-larsen I. A., Ims R. A., and Aspholm 
P.2015. Future changes in the supply of 
goods and services from natural ecosystems: 
prospects for the European north. Ecology 
and Society 20(3): 32. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5751/ ES-07607-
200332. 
«Ecology and Society» Impact factor 2,774.  
 
Andrey Petrov (USA), Tatiana VLASOVA 
(Russia). 2015. Resources, Well-Being and 
Sustainable Development in the Arctic. 
IASSA. Northern Notes. Issue 44 
(Autumn/Winter 2015). Pp.10-11. 
 
5. Archival Contributions 
 
IGU Moscow Regional Conference 2015. 
Cold Regions: Monitoring, Observing, 
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6. Continuation 
 
Members of the CRE Steering Committee 
have taken very seriously the need for 
renewal and continuation of the 
Commission, and devoted much of the 
Business Meeting to this topic during IGC 
2015 in Moscow. Members have since been 
canvassed 3 times (August 2015, May 2016, 
and August 2015). 
 
The consensus is for continuation.  
 
Active proposals for changes to CRE 
include: 
 
1. a proposal to add alternate steering 

committee members;  
2.  a proposal to change the name of the 

Cold Region Environment Commission 
to “Cold and High Altitude Region 
Systems” (CHARS), or alternatively, 
“Cold Geographical Systems” (CGS); 

3. a proposed revision of the mandate of a 
renewed commission, to the effect that: 

 
The new Commission will contribute to the 
realization of the goals of the International 
Geographical Union by: 
 
1. enhancing, supporting and encouraging 

inter- and trans-disciplinarity in the 
study of cold social-ecological systems 
through geographical research in polar, 
mountain and ocean regions; 

2. producing and disseminating new 
knowledge, and developing new 
frameworks for analysis, synthesis and 
innovation at cross-cutting scales from 
local to global; and  

3. contributing to international 
cooperation, governance and adaptation 
for greater sustainability by developing 
more effective and creative scenarios 
for the future, in response to emerging 
threats such as climate change affecting 
sustainability.  
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We propose a final decision on these three 
proposals be taken at IGC 2016 in Beijing, 
in consultation with the IGU Executive, and 
included in the proposal to the IGU General 
Assembly in Beijing, for continuation of the 
work of this Commission, with the 
participation of all eligible committee 
members. 
 
Current CRE Steering Committee Members 
who have served less than 12 years include: 
Gunther Ghysels, Marie-Jeanne Royer; 
Prakash Tiwari; Wieslaw Ziaja; and 
Christian Schluchter. 
 
All other CRE Steering Committee 
Members have served since 2004. 
 
It is proposed that a new Steering Committee 
be struck, to include: Marie-Jeanne Royer; 
Prakash Tiwari; Wieslaw Ziaja; and 
Christian Schluchter. 
 
It is further proposed that all eligible and 
willing current Steering Committee 
Members continue as Members of CRE, 
under the leadership of Tatiana Vlasova, as 
Chair. 
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1.2. Corresponding Members 
 
The Commission has 638 members (as of December 1, 2015). Members are defined as subscribers 
of our e-mail list. Nationalities are as follows: 
 

Argentina 11 Croatia 1 Israel 7 Portugal 8 

Australia 14 Czech 
Republic 2 Italy 28 Russia 6 

Austria 7 Denmark 1 Japan 16 Singapore 1 
Bangladesh 1 Estonia 2 Korea (South) 9 Slovenia 2 
Belgium 5 Finland 3 Luxembourg 2 South Africa 4 
Brazil 17 France 102 Mexico 4 Spain 23 
Cambodia 1 Germany 95 Netherlands 11 Sweden 8 
Canada 47 Greece 2 New Zealand 5 Switzerland 19 
Chile 1 Iceland 1 Norway 2 China-Taipei 1 
China 16 India 6 Peru 1 United Kingdom 39 
Colombia 6 Ireland 10 Poland 5 USA 58  

  
   

unknown 28 

1.3. Commission Website 
 
http://www.cultural-approach.net 
http://www.global-understanding.info 
 
2. Meetings 
 
The Commission regularly organized 
scientific meetings and events in the 2012-
2016 period. In accordance with IGU 
recommendations, we contributed 
particularly (and will do so in the current 
year) to the IGU Regional Conferences and 
International Geographic Conferences. The 
Commission’s main goal was to intensify its 
collaboration with other IGU commissions, 
a goal successfully proven by several well-
attended joint sessions at the Regional 
Conferences and joint publication projects. 
The increasing number of joint projects with 
other IGU commissions helped to further 
strengthen the cultural approach in different 
fields of geography. In addition to 
participating in the IGU conferences, several 
international meetings and con- gresses 
were organized. Due to the changing 
economic environment of academic work in 
many countries, however, some of our 

projects could not be realized as intended. 
Severe financial cuts in many universities 
and institutions impeded our efforts to 
organize a greater number of international 
events. 
 
The Commission’s flagship project, the 
“2016 International Year of Global Under- 
standing (IYGU)”, was presented and 
discussed on many occasions in the 2012- 
2016 period. Several keynote presentations 
at IGU conferences as well as a high number 
of individual talks and presentations shed 
light on the Commission’s work in- and 
outside of geography. 
 
2.1. Meetings during 2012-2016 
 
32nd International Geographical  
Congress Cologne (Germany) 
August 26-30, 2012 
 
In 2012, the Commission’s main events 
were the sessions at the IGC. A total of 
seven sessions, each including four to eight 
papers, were organized. All of the meetings 
were well attended (each with 
approximately 50-100 participants) and 
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reflected the on-going interest in the 
commission’s activities. 
  
In accordance with the Commission’s 
general aim, the session “Cultural 
Approaches in Social and Geographical 
Theory”, chaired by Benno Werlen, 
discussed concep- tualizations of the 
cultural dimensions of everyday 
geographical practices. The session brought 
together scholars from different sub 
disciplines of geography, each addressing 
theoretical and empirical questions around 
praxis-centred geographical research. 
Topics discussed in the eight papers include 
the uses of contemporary practice theory and 
social theory for geographical research in 
general, cultural approaches to urban 
geography and architectural theory, 
practices of public infra- structure use, 
cosmopolitanism and multiculturalism, the 
concept of atmospheres,  and network 
research. On the whole, the session not only 
highlighted the cross- sectional character of 
a cultural approach in geography, but also its 
potential to re- shape central problems in 
human geography. 
 
Issues of sustainability in cultural 
perspective were addressed in the session 
“Cul- tures and Sustainability”, chaired by 
Karsten Gaebler. The four papers provided 
new insights into the role of learning and 
teaching, knowledge, everyday skills, and 
religious faith for the development of 
sustainable practices. Moreover, culturally 
differentiated strategies of mediation of 
environmental conflicts were discussed. 
 
The session “Multilocality: Symbolic and 
Material Constructions of Space in Societies 
of Mobile Individuals”, chaired by Mathis 
Stock and Michaela Schier, broached the 
changing face of societies under the 
conditions of widespread multilocal lives. 
Seven papers were given, addressing 
contemporary problems of multilocal work 
and family life, the question of personal 
identity in multilocal contexts of living, 
phenomena of migration and migration 
politics, and multilocal urban practices. In 

contrast to the well-established concepts of 
“spaces of flows” etc., the session stressed 
both the disembedding practices and the 
everyday re-embedding techniques in 
globalized contexts. 
 
The eight papers presented in the session 
“The Uses of Art in Public Space” chaired 
by Julia Lossau and Quentin Stevens, 
examined the complex spatialities of public 
art’s conception, production, and reception. 
Whereas the vast majority of existing 
research into public art has focused on the 
aesthetic, cultural and political intentions 
and processes which shape its production, 
the actual reception of public art and the 
material landscape within which that 
reception occurs remains relatively under- 
studied. Thus, the session addressed 
questions of public art’s actual use, 
including phenomena like the non-use or 
subversive use of public art, the politics and 
policies of public art, strategies of urban 
development through public art, (new) non-
visual forms of public art and new ways of 
public participation, conceptual questions of 
the various notions of “the public” in public 
art discourses, and of art’s materiality and 
the bodily interactions with artworks in 
public spaces. 
 
Geographical aspects of art were also 
discussed in the session “Spatialities of Art: 
between Policy and Politics”, chaired by 
Anne Volvey and Myriam Houssay- 
Holzschuch. The session particularly 
focused on the political dimension of art 
through space, addressing, on the one hand, 
the role of art within a spatial economy 
(spatial planning and land engineering), and 
on the other hand, bottom-up processes of 
artist-led urban regeneration. The eight 
papers dealt with topics like creativity-
themed urban development, art as a tool to 
challenge socio-spatial divisions, the 
policies, politics, and spatial practices of 
“creative cities”, and the relation between art 
and senses of place. 
  
The various geographies of pilgrimage and 
sacred spaces in the modern world were 
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debated in the session “Cultural Approaches 
to Sacred Spaces in the Global Era”, hosted 
by Rubén C. Lois-Gonzáles, Valeriá Paül-
Carril, and Miguel Pazos-Otón. Punctual or 
linear sacred spaces do not only represent 
venues of particular religious experience, 
they have also constituted (and constitute 
nowadays) very important cultural 
references, marking the identity of societies 
and territories throughout the ages. 
Furthermore, they have the power to create 
very strong images and to spread cultural 
references of territories throughout the 
entire world. Taking the historical  trails of 
the Way of Saint-James as an example (a 
“sacred space laboratory”), the session’s 
eight papers addressed the following topics: 
the general cultural function of roads, the 
role of religious architecture for collective 
awareness and memory, the growing 
hybridization of tourism and pilgrimage, the 
site-specific attachments of myths to sacred 
spaces, impacts of religious trails on 
regional development, and the changing 
patterns of landscapes of religion both 
globally and locally (Eastern Europe). 
 
The session “Cultural Identities”, chaired by 
Je-Hun Ryu and Shangyi Zhou, focused on 
East Asian local cultures. Broken into three 
different groups, the speakers addressed the 
effects of globalization in East Asia, 
historical places in East Asia, and questions 
of urbanity and rurality in East Asia in a 
cultural perspective. The first block 
discussed the complex relations between 
self-images and modernization processes in 
emergent Korean cities, the use of 
ecological arguments against “alien species” 
to foster Japanese nationalism, the politics 
of place-based identities, and the role of 
local and global networks in the East Asian 
advertising industry. The second block’s 
four papers dealt with the symbolic 
metamorphosis of Chinese imperial cities, 
the politics of identity connected to the 
World Heritage programme, and the 
historical and contemporary role of church 
buildings for urban landscapes and 
identities. Topics discussed in the session’s 
third block were: relations of landscape and 

senses of place, the challenges posed by 
tourism for traditional cultures, the making 
and everyday reproduction of urban space, 
and the preservation of local, place-related 
culture through musical practices. 
 
International Conference “Art and 
geography: aesthetics and practices of 
spatial knowledges”, University Lumière 
Lyon 2 (France), February 11-12, 2013 
 
The conference “Art and Geography: 
Aesthetics and Practices of Spatial 
Knowledges” took place under the aegis of 
Professor Anne Volvey (University of 
Arras), a geographer specialized in 
geography of art and member of the steering 
committee, at the University Lumière Lyon 
2, February 11-12, 2013. The event was 
connected to a research project funded by 
the French National Research Agency, 
Médiagéo and was supported by the 
UMR5600 and IRG (team research, 
University of Lyon), Ville de Lyon, and 
Culture Ireland (Irish Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union). The 
conference brought together about 200 
academics, artists and curators from various 
fields (geographers, theorists of art, artists, 
curators) and countries (France, 
Switzerland, Great Britain, Ireland, Sweden, 
Germany, Spain, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Canada, United States, Chile, 
Australia, the Philippines, Israel, 
Singapore). 
 
At the crossroads of contemporary 
geography and art, the organizers’ aim was 
to explore the contemporary contours of 
what is “geographical” and to question the 
boundaries between cultural activities like 
art and geography. With the latest 
developments in how space, place, and one’s 
environment are viewed in contemporary art 
(with terms such as “in situ”, “outdoor”, and 
“alternative space” becoming commonly 
used), it became necessary to critically 
examine the relevance of geography’s 
various responses to this “spatial turn” and 
to unravel the implications – in factual, 
methodological, theoretical, and 



- 103 -
103 

epistemological terms – of the convergence 
of contemporary art and geography. 
Consequently, the main topics addressed by 
the conference’s 66 papers and 13 art 
proposals were: 
 
• The emergence of contemporary art in 

geographical knowledge; its diverse 
theoretical underpinnings and 
methodological foundations; the types 
of object that are co-dependent with (art 
venues, the spatial dimension of artistic 
practice or experience). 

• The forms of the “spatial turn” in 
contemporary art and, concurrently, the 
ways in which geography (and its 
theories of  space,  place,  and  
spatiality)  contributes to defining the 
relational or contextual nature of 
contemporary art; 

• The forms and modalities of 
geographical knowledge in 
contemporary art: the use of maps and 
map-making, fieldwork (observations, 
interviews) and documentary practices. 

• The strategies used by artists to address 
social concerns and to respond to 
incentives from spatial engineering; the 
ways in which geographers with their 
diverse academic approaches register 
and critically reflect on those new 
developments. 

• The relationship between art and 
geography in the making of knowledge 
of/about space and place, and the 
relation to space and place; the current 
regimes      of production of 
geographical knowledge. 

 
As the conference has shown, the on-going 
hybridization of art and geography can be 
observed not only in geography’s adoption 
of artistic practices (i. e. fieldwork  
methodologies as essentially artistic 
practices, or map-making as a creative pro- 
cess), but also in the arts’ growing interest in 
issues pertaining to public space, 
environment, and virtual space, or in the 
arts’ engagement with contemporary spatial 
development planning and practice (from 
the branding of artist districts to 

festivalization and local policies based on 
cultivating, promoting, and clustering 
“creative industries”). The conference’s 
cross-sectional character proved particularly 
invaluable. The event hosted 31 artists from 
the fields of visual arts, performance, 
dance/choreography, participative practices 
etc., producing papers, videos, photo- 
graphs, drawings, installations,  
performances and performed papers, and 
participatory workshops. 
 
IGU Regional Conference 
Kyoto (Japan), August 4-9, 2013 
 
The Commission organized three sessions 
and a business meeting at the IGU Regional 
Conference in Kyoto. The sessions’ 
objectives were to strengthen the cultural 
approach in investigations concerned with 
nature-society relations and further integrate 
the Asian contributions into the 
Commission’s work. The sessions were well 
attended by IGC standards (about 25 people 
each) reflecting the conference attendees’ 
great interest in the Commission’s topics. 
  
The session “Cultural Dimensions of 
Sustainability”, hosted by Benno Werlen, 
dis- cussed new socio-cultural approaches in 
geographical sustainability research. Based 
on the assumption that much of the current 
integrated research – inside and outside 
geography – lacks an appropriate 
consideration of the culturally specific 
interpretations of the natural world, the 
session’s four papers not only presented new 
theoretical approaches towards 
sustainability issues, but also discussed 
empirical findings that stressed the 
relevance of culturally sensitive 
sustainability politics. The discussion 
touched upon the role of cultural settings 
(language, beliefs, traditions, customs) for 
the construction and prevention of risks like 
environmental changes and hazards, the 
tensions between the local and the global in 
the UNESCO’s cultural and natural heritage 
program, the co-evolution of and relation 
between natural and cultural landscapes, as 
well as innovative approaches towards 
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environmentalism and resource use based in 
peace studies. 
 
Culturally specific ideas about the natural 
world were also discussed in the session 
“Representations of Nature”, hosted by 
Karsten Gaebler. The papers presented dealt 
with every day and scientific representations 
of nature, as well as with traditional and 
modern representational practices, their 
implications for environmental policy- 
making, and the potential for conflict where 
(culturally) distinct notions of nature 
encounter each other. The main issues 
discussed were the role of artistic practices 
(e. g. landscape painting) in reflecting 
changing nature-society relations, the use of 
the concept “ecosystem services” in 
biodiversity politics, and the culturally and 
socially specific landscape aesthetics. 
 
The session “Sacred Mountains and Cultural 
Identities in East Asia”, chaired by Je- Hun 
Ryu and Shangyi Zhou, addressed the 
production and reproduction of sacred 
places through everyday practices in 
religious, economic, political, and other con- 
texts. As an exemplary case for this process, 
the session discussed sacred mountains, 
which, while playing a major role in the 
formation of cultural identities in East Asia, 
remain under-researched from a 
geographical perspective. The session’s 
seven papers discussed the following topics: 
the tensions between the spiritual functions 
and the supply functions of sacred 
mountains, sacred mountains as historical 
places of resistance and religious diversity, 
and the valorization of sacred places in 
contemporary tourism. In addition, some 
more general topics were addressed, such as 
strategies of conserving natural and cultural 
landscapes, or issues of cultural tourism. 
 
During the Kyoto conference the 
Commission also held a small business 
meeting. Benno Werlen outlined the 
commission’s general topics and reported on 
the status of the IYGU initiative. He 
emphasized the Commission’s goal to 
further promote sustainability research from 

a cultural perspective and the increasing 
need for inter- and transcultural approaches. 
Moreover, a closer cooperation with other 
IGU commissions was discussed. Three 
joint sessions, together with the Commission 
C12.14 “Geography of the Global 
Information Society” at the IGU Regional 
Conference in Krakow 2014, were designed 
to be one of the first collaborative steps. 
 
International Symposium on “Meanings 
& Aesthetics in Asian Cultural 
Landscape”, Seoul National University, 
Seoul (Republic of Korea), October 12-14, 
2013 
 
In close corporation with the ACLA (Asian 
Cultural Landscape Association) Rana P B 
Singh, a member of the steering committee, 
organized a three-day symposium on 
“Meanings & Aesthetics in Asian Cultural 
Landscape” at the Urban Greening Institute 
(Seoul National University). Two other 
members of the Commission’s steering 
group, Shangyi Zhou and Je-Hun Ryu, 
provided scientific input. The symposium 
gathered scholars from Australia, Belgium, 
P.R. China, Hong Kong, China-Taipei, 
France, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, the 
USA, and Vietnam. In total 28 papers were 
presented, focusing on the three thematic 
areas: (i) exposing the meaning and spirit of 
place, (ii) heterogeneity vs. homogeneity in 
cultural landscape aesthetics, and (iii) a 
harmonious path through the concepts of 
integrity and co-sharedness. The program 
also included a one-day field trip to the 
UNESCO Heritage site of the folk village of 
Hahwe and its surroundings. 
 
The keynote lecture “Meanings & 
Aesthetics in Asian Cultural Landscape: 
Common- ality, Distinctivity and 
Transcendentality”, given by Rana P B 
Singh, discussed the general cultural-
historical linkages between East Asian the 
South Asian countries. Further papers 
covered both specific regional topics and 
conceptual issues, such as notions of Indian 
cultural landscape, the amalgamation of the 
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spatiality of time and the temporality of 
space in cultural landscapes, or ritualscapes. 
Other topics ad- dressed were the idea of 
contextualism, traditional Korean views of 
natural scenery and its cultural connotations, 
or the idea of landscape beauty as a fusion of 
the sense of place, landscape appreciation, 
and pleasurable experiences. Finally, ACLA 
President, Sung-Kyun Kim (Seoul National 
University), outlined the central role of 
cultural geographers in studying the 
meanings, aesthetics, and exposition of 
cultural landscapes. 
 
As a result of the symposium, a research 
anthology on Asian cultural landscapes was 
composed and further scientific events were 
planned. For instance, some members of the 
commission and participants of the meeting 
contributed to the multidisciplinary 
symposium on “Waterfront Cities of the 
World: Viewpoints of History and 
Environment” in early October 2014 at the 
LRDE (Laboratory of Regional Design with 
Ecology, Faculty of Engineering & Design, 
Hosei University, Tokyo, Japan). 
 
International conference “Rurality – New 
Perspectives and Themes”, Bamberg 
(Germany), November 15-16, 2013 
 
From the backdrop of the advancing 
urbanization of the global population, an 
interesting rural conjunction can be 
observed. In the German context, examples 
of this conjunction are recognizable in the 
astonishing success of country magazines 
such as “Landlust” (Country Joy), in TV 
shows, or in the rapidly increasing 
abundance and popularity of urban 
agricultural projects. Despite this 
contemporary social development, profound 
conceptual arguments about the current 
status of the rural have been rare, especially 
in German geography. The international and 
interdisciplinary conference hosted in 
Bamberg (Germany) on November 15 and 
16, 2013, tried to fill this gap and generate 
new impulses for a scientific examination of 
rurality. The conference was organized by 
the University of Bamberg (Marc 

Redepenning) in    collaboration with the 
University of Mainz (Julia Rössel) and the 
University of Erlangen- Nürnberg 
(Christoph Baumann). Benno Werlen, chair 
of the Commission, provided his scientific 
advice. 
 
The conference’s international and 
interdisciplinary character was facilitated by 
a sponsorship of the Fritz-Thyssen-Stiftung 
as well as by the support of the Royal 
Geographical Society/Inst. of British 
Geographers, and the Research Group 
“Rural Space” of the German Geographical 
Society. About 50 researchers from different 
national contexts (Germany, Austria, 
England, Wales, Ireland, France, USA, 
Brazil, Argentina, and India) found their 
way to Bamberg in order to discuss new 
concepts and ideas concerning the rural. The 
participation of scientists from different 
disciplinary backgrounds (Geography, 
Sociology, History, Economics, Political 
Science) enabled a cross-disciplinary social 
scientific debate. 
 
The various talks showed that the rural can 
be conceived as a complex and 
heterogeneous social spatiality. There is not 
one rurality, but many ruralities: the various 
globalized ruralities from Newfoundland to 
India, remote ruralities, orchestrated (post) 
ruralities of tourism or leisure time, 
ruralities of (post)productivism, threatened 
ruralities, etc. Several conference 
contributions discussed relational and 
“more-than- representational” perspectives. 
On the one hand, these approaches examine 
semantic dimensions of the particular 
ruralities; on the other hand, they put a focus 
on physical experiences and material effects. 
In doing so, a variety of themes were 
discussed, including: 
 
• The status of the rural in politics of 

regional development and spatial 
planning; 

• Aesthetics of rurality and landscape; 
• Everyday experiences of the rural idyll; 
• The influence of globalization on the 

rural; 
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• Rurality and in-/exclusion; and 
• (In)justice, and vulnerability. 
 
Although we live in a so called “urban age”, 
the conference made clear that the rural is 
still a very important and vital social 
scientific research object – an object which 
requires to be analysed from various (new) 
perspectives. 
 
International seminar “Banaras, the 
Heritage City of India: Culture, Tourism 
and Development”, Banaras Hindu 
University (IND), February 7-9, 2014 
 
The conference “Banaras, the Heritage City 
of India: Culture, Tourism and 
Development” was organized by Rana P B 
Singh at Banaras Hindu University, 
Varanasi (India). Continuing the series of 
seminars on Banaras, the meeting provided 
an opportunity to further discusses the 
meaning and problems of conservation and 
promotional strategies connected to the 
heritage city of Banaras. On the one hand, 
the city presents a cultural and religious 
microcosm. In the course of its history, 
people from all parts of India, speaking 
different languages and dialects, and 
carrying their own traits, taboos and 
traditions, have settled in this city. In 
Banaras alone, there are over 3600 Hindu 
shrines and temples, 1388 Muslim shrines 
and mosques, 42 Sikh temples 
(Gurudvaras), 12 churches, 3 Jain temples, 9 
Buddhist temples, and several other sacred 
sites and places. On the other hand, Banaras 
also faces problems of urban development, 
being a sprawling city with an increasing 
population and housing shortage, looming 
water crisis, traffic congestion, sanitation 
issues, environmental hazards, and extreme 
economic polarizations. The emerging 
frictions between Banaras’ (inter)national 
role as a heritage city and its increasing 
development problems were discussed by 
researchers and students from India Austria, 
Germany, Switzerland, Norway, the USA, 
Spain, Italy, and Sri Lanka. Altogether 24 
papers were presented in six sessions: 
history, images and cultural representation   

(3 papers), landscapes, heritagescapes and 
urban ecology (3 papers), pilgrimages & 
tourism (3 papers), land use, environmental 
status, and planning (4 papers), evolving 
nature of urban society (5 papers), and urban 
governance (2 papers). The conference’s 
discussions in particular revolved around the 
relationship between spirituality and 
architecture, the role of festivals and rituals 
as a form of intangible heritage, and the 
narrative practices of place making. Overall, 
the conference not only stressed Banaras’ 
richness as a laboratory of cultural and 
religious diversity, but also discussed 
strategies of inclusive and sustainable 
development. 
 
IGU Regional Conference 
Kraków (Poland), August 18-22, 2014 
 
The Commission’s main meetings in 2014 
took place at the IGU Regional Conference 
in Kraków. We organized a total of four 
sessions, one keynote lecture, several 
individual presentations, and a business 
meeting. 
 
The session “Cultural Approach to 
Technology and Digital Geomedia”, chaired 
by Tilo Felgenhauer, Jena, was organized in 
order to encourage researchers to reflect on 
the geographies of technology from a 
cultural perspective. The session consisted 
of two parts, including contributions from 
Brazil (Fabio Contel, São Paulo), the USA 
(Francis Harvey, Minneapolis/St. Paul), the 
UK (Angela Abbott/Ranald Richardson, 
Newcastle), the Czech Republic (Pavel 
Dobos/Petr Danek, Brno), and Germany 
(Pablo Abend, Cologne; Karsten Gaebler, 
Jena). It was well attended (about 20 
participants). A central issue found in many 
papers was the socio-spatial context of the 
use of technology. In particular, there were 
recurring findings regarding a renewed 
relevance of spatial concepts, both in 
transforming practices of interacting with 
technology as well as in the material context 
of action, which can be “augment- ted” and 
altered by digital means. Empirical 
examples were taken from social services, 
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neocartography/locative media, mass media, 
and banking services. In general, technology 
seems to support spatial awareness through 
expanding spatial references of practice. The 
potential benefits of digital technologies 
notwithstanding, there are also significant 
inequalities regarding the availability of and 
access to digital technologies; these have to 
be taken into account and addressed where 
possible. The broad range of topics also led 
to a lively discussion about the kinds of 
theoretical arguments and empirical 
evidence that cultural geography can deliver 
in favour of or against the thesis of a digital 
revolution occurring in the geographies of 
everyday life. 
 
The session “Landscape Changes and 
Responsibilities in East Asia”, hosted by 
Shangyi Zhou (Beijing) and Je-Hun Ryu 
(Cheongwon), consisted of six papers that 
examined the change of landscapes in the 
processes of modernization and 
urbanization. As has been discussed and 
empirically shown, despite its traditional 
foundations, landscapes serve as an anchor 
for multiple interests in late modern 
societies. This is especially the case in East 
Asian countries, which can be used to 
demonstrate the increasing role of symbolic 
appropriations of landscape as well as  its 
accelerating commodification. About 15 
scholars attended the session with 
presentations by Xiaofeng Tang (Beijing), 
Werner Breitung (Suzhou), Qing 
Yuan/Tong Liu (Harbin), Michał Konopski 
(Kraków), Je-Hun Ryu, and Shangyi Zhou. 
The main topics addressed included 
questioning cultural landscape management, 
the political and ideological framing of 
landscape conservation and protection, 
cultural practices of place making, 
landscape as a form of cultural and national 
heritage, and everyday practices of 
landscape delimitation. 
 
Fruitful cooperation with the commission 
C12.14 resulted in a joint session on “Mega 
Event Planning: Culture Capitals, Place, and 
Identity”. Chaired by Mark Wilson (East 
Lansing) and Tilo Felgenhauer/Benno 

Werlen (Jena), the session highlighted con- 
temporary questions of image and identity 
building with a strong focus on the European 
Culture Capitals. Subscribing to new basic 
approaches on the post-Fordist economies of 
signs and fascination, most of the 
contributions applied a cultural geographic 
perspective that considered place and local 
identities as the outcome of social, political, 
economic, and discursive practice. Given 
the complex and manifold character of 
current strategies in place and identity 
building linked to the “Culture Capital”-
label, the session required a multi-
disciplinary character. Thus, the session 
brought together contributions from 
economic geography (Waldemar Cudny, 
Łodz), urban studies (Agnes Nemeth, 
Joensuu/Kuopio), urban geography (Achim 
Prossek, Berlin), and cultural geography 
(Paul Claval, Paris), but also integrated the 
expertise from a historic (Colette Annequin, 
Grenoble) and jurisprudential (Karolina 
Tetlak, Warsaw) perspective. One general 
conclusion drawn from the presentations 
and the discussion was the need to focus 
future research on the interplay between 
discursive strategies of place identity 
building and issues of economic 
sustainability. While there may be various 
obstacles for measuring objective costs and 
revenues of mega- events, the material 
consequences of the symbolic assignment of 
places for local economies are observable in 
many regards and highly relevant for the 
recognition of regional development 
opportunities. 
 
The integration of digital media into 
everyday life and the geographical 
implications of a new digital culture were 
debated in the session “Digital Culture and 
the Digital Revolution”, hosted by Mark 
Wilson, East Lansing, and Karsten Gaebler, 
Jena. As another joint session, together with 
the commission C12.14 “Geography of the 
Global Information Society”, the meeting 
brought together about 20 colleagues from 
various subfields of the discipline. 
Challenging the view that geographical 
inquiry into digital media is predominantly 
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‘big data’ research, the session focused on 
conceptual, empirical, and methodological 
questions of the everyday use of information 
and communication technologies. The three 
papers given by Michael Duggan (London), 
Tilo Felgenhauer (Jena), and Graeme 
Mearns (Newcastle) discussed the 
increasing convergence of material and 
virtual spheres from different points of view. 
In particular, the role of mobile 
communication devices for augmenting 
everyday life worlds and their capacity to 
change senses of place was discussed. 
Moreover, the session provided some initial 
insights into the use of social media as a data 
generator for empirical research, thus 
contributing to the growing debate about 
digital ethnography. 
 
Regarding the more general questions of 
technology’s relationship with space and 
place, the meeting also broached the thesis 
of a convergence of traditional geo- 
graphical imaginations and digital ‘spaces of 
flows’. On the whole, the session    
highlighted both the disruptions and the 
continuities that come along with digital 
technology use in everyday life. 
 
In addition to the meetings organized under 
our commission’s aegis, Benno Werlen 
presented one of the core projects, the 
initiative for the UN International Year of 
Global Understanding (IYGU), on two 
occasions during the Kraków conference. 
The keynote lecture presented the 
initiative’s main ideas and its current status 
to a wider geographical audience. The paper 
delivered at the session “IGU, EUGEO and 
EUROGEO, a Challenging Network of 
Geographers in Education” (chair: Joop van 
der Schee) discussed the concept of Global 
Understanding with regard to its potential 
for school teaching. Many discussants 
stressed that the idea of Global 
Understanding might provide invaluable 
help when re-organizing teaching curricula 
and strengthen geography’s role as a 
fundamentally integrative discipline. Thus, 
ideas to implement Global Understanding in 
teaching programs and opportunities to 

intensify collaboration between 
commissions C12.11 (Geographical 
Education) and C12.07 were discussed. 
 
A small business meeting in Kraków served 
to review the commission’s activities in late 
2013 and 2014 and to debate future steps. 
Benno Werlen, together with steering 
committee members Shangyi Zhou and Je-
Hun Ryu, Secretary Karsten Gaebler, and 
about five guests, discussed the status of and 
the strategy for the commission’s next 
meetings. Of key concern were the range of 
logistic and financial issues often preventing 
a considerable number of colleagues from 
participating in the IGU’s bigger 
conferences. Although it was suggested to 
prospectively strengthen smaller meetings 
and seminars, the commission decided to 
encourage colleagues through its network to 
actively participate in 2015’s regional 
conference in Moscow. Benno Werlen 
emphasized the necessity to prepare the 
commission’s contributions to the IGC 2016 
in Beijing well in advance. In addition, 
opportunities to cooperate with other IGU 
commissions were explored. 
 
Plenary Session on the IGU initiative for 
the UN International Year of Global 
Understanding (IYGU), AAG Annual 
Meeting, Chicago (USA), April 21-25, 
2015 
 
The IYGU was presented as an IGU 
outreach project with an educational and 
science orientation, whose bottom-up logic 
complements the existing international 
policies and research programs' 
organizational structures. It was emphasized 
that the mobilization of geographers, the 
social and natural sciences, as well as the 
humanities, will result in new sustainability 
research, education, and capacity building 
practices. The session was well attended. 
John Wertman, representing the AAG, 
named the Commission’s Chair Benno 
Werlen the honorable guest of the AAG 
meeting, for his contributions to 
geographical research and his merits as 
Executive Director of IYGU. 
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IGU Regional Conference, Moscow 
(Russia), August 16-21, 2015 
 
At the Moscow Regional Conference a 
Plenary Lecture and two sessions were 
conducted under the commission’s aegis.  
The Commission’s Chair Benno Werlen -  
introduced by IGU general secretary Mike 
Meadows – delivered a well-attended 
lecture on the “2016 International Year of 
Global Understanding”. The year’s main 
goals and implications for geography were 
outlined and debated. In particular, 
geography’s potential for integrating 
different scientific fields of sustainability 
research was highlighted. The necessity of 
further developing and implementing 
practice-centered views on so-called 
ecological problems was discussed. 
Furthermore, Werlen introduced the 
International Year’s organizational structure 
and the role of its regional sub-centers. 
 
Benno Werlen also chaired the session 
“Global Sustainability and Global Under- 
standing”. The session’s goal was to 
investigate current environmental 
challenges and develop new ways of 
overcoming the problematic implications of 
adapting 19th century scientific thought to 
21st century problem constellations. The 
idea of Global Understanding was put 
forward as a key concept to address these 
problems based in globalization processes. 
 
Three talks were given in the session. 
Shaohong Wu’s (China) paper “Land 
Surface Pattern Study under the Framework 
of Future Earth” presented a study on 
geographic research on regional change 
within the scope of Future Earth. In 
particular, questions of knowledge 
integration and the co-production of 
knowledge between scientific and non-
scientific actors were debated. The author 
stressed the need to further debate 
methodological questions of integration in 
physical geography. Yukio Himiyama 
(Japan) addressed questions of knowledge 
and knowledge transfer. In his talk “Global 
Environmental Education – A Key to Global 

Sustainability” he emphasized the 
comprehensive nature of the idea of Global 
Understanding. Within the context of the 
IYGU, Global Understanding was discussed 
as a necessary concept in developing 
educational and learning campaigns that 
particularly strengthen humanistic, cultural 
and philosophical aspects. The paper 
discussed the need for multi-scale views, 
based on the idea of the global. The third 
talk, “The Hyperreal of Urban Space: Youth 
on the Fly Create Sustainable Cultures” was 
delivered by Margaret Robertson 
(Australia). The paper focused on the 
distinctiveness of young people’s life worlds 
and the implications of dynamic roles of 
young people for questions of sustainability. 
Taking the example of urban design, 
Robertson discussed new approaches to 
current ecological policies, taking the 
specific needs and competences of young 
people into greater account. 
 
The session “Performing Places, Cultures 
and Nature in Different Social and 
Geographic Settings" was chaired by Louis 
Dupont and Nathalie Lemarchand (France). 
The event was quite well-attended and 
featured a total of 7 papers, divided into two 
parts. In general, the session aimed to 
explore the interconnections of places, 
things (physical, natural), people and 
performances, in all its dimensions, 
expressions and temporalities. In particular, 
questions of how and why places in different 
social and cultural contexts tend to be 
prescriptive, while embodied persons tend to 
be performative, were addressed. The 
concept of performance and performativity 
was debated as a theoretical key. 
 
In the first part, three talks were given. In 
their paper “Performing Space and Places: 
Theoretical Foundations for a Renewed 
Approach in Geographic Researches”, Louis 
Dupont and Rachel Borghi discussed the 
theoretical foundations and usefulness of the 
concepts of performance and performativity. 
Their focus was primarily on modern urban 
space and places and they insisted on what 
they called "situations of co- presence", 
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which implies diversity, or its expression or 
not in place. Thus performance depends on 
people’s relation to place and to each other. 
This more con- ceptual paper was followed 
by the case study “Walking the City: 
Teenagers Practice and Performances of 
Public Space”, presented by Florence 
Huguenin-Richard. The paper dealt with 
teenagers’ mobility in the city, the way they 
walk and act in public places. Its main 
hypothesis was that urban mobility is for 
teenagers an act of sociability, which 
encompasses being with friends and 
performing gender, attitudes, defiance, 
conformity, etc. The presentation showed 
the results of a study made in Lille (France), 
which used qualitative (perceptual) and 
quantitative (itinerary, path) data. The third 
presentation “English or not English?: 
Performing Science in a National and 
International Conference” was delivered by 
Nathalie Lemarchand and Antoine Leblanc 
(France). The authors started their 
communication by stating, in English, that, 
in this global area, the only way to be taken 
seriously at an international conference, 
such as IGU/UGI, is to give a presentation 
in English. They addressed questions like: 
For the non-English speakers, can this be 
seen as a (linguistic) performance? Can the 
diversity of the World be expressed in one 
single performative language? Is there 
something lost in translation? Does global 
science disqualify research produced in a 
non-normative language as being mere 
“local” case studies. 
 
In the second part, four papers were given. 
The paper “Relocation of Kurmanj Kurds 
Leading to Different Cultural Geography in 
the North-East of Iran”, given by Morteza 
Ghourchi (Iran), broached the question of 
how ethnic groups adapt to others, while 
continuing to express and make visible their 
culture. The research focused on the ways in 
which the music of Kurmanj Kurds of North 
Khorasan, as well as their traditions and 
customs, is performed in a regional context 
where they are in the minority. Ajit Kumar 
(India) argued in the second paper “Culture 
and Chameleonic Socio-Economic Space” 

that space is not merely an avenue of daily 
performance: It is an arena of conflict and 
struggle. Not only does it wield power but it 
also delegates power. The paper explored 
the inextricable link between physical, 
social and economic spaces through the 
narratives of two communities, Syrian 
Christians and Dalit Christians in Kerala 
(India). In the third paper “La performance 
du funkeiro comme forme de résistance aux 
normes hégémoniques sur les plages de Rio 
de Janeiro“ Claire Brisson (France) 
addressed two highly performative places: 
the Copacabana and Ipanema beaches in Rio 
de Janeiro. Although the beaches are, in 
principle, an open space, physical 
characteristic of the bodies become spatial 
markers: an in-place/out-of-place power 
relation takes place. She focused on the 
soundscape, and how music can be used to 
keep certain people away, while attracting 
others. The fourth presentation “Performer 
le genre et l’espace: Femme  des villes, 
homme des champs“, delivered by Marianne 
Blidon (France), investigated the popular 
French reality show “L’amour est dans le 
pré”, in which mostly rural men get into 
contact with mostly urban women. As 
Blidon pointed out, the show mixes 
rural/urban dichotomies with gender 
relations. As a result, if authenticity is being 
staged, the backstage shows an incredible 
pressure to perform according to gender and 
geographic stereotypes. 
 
2.2. Future Meetings 
 
Pre-congress conference on “Cultural 
and Natural Heritages in a Globalizing 
World”, Korea National University of 
Education, Cheongju City (Republic of 
Korea), August 14-18, 2016 
 
As a member of the commission’s steering 
committee, Je-Hun Ryu will organize a pre-
congress conference on geographical 
aspects of cultural heritage planning at the 
Korea National University of Education in 
August 2016. The conference will further 
intensify the cooperation with ACLA (Asian 
Cultural Landscape Association) and 
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develop new insights into questions of 
cultural heritage and the nation state, 
heritage and identity, heritage site 
management etc. 
 
33rd International Geographical 
Congress Beijing (China), August 21-25, 
2016 
 
At the IGC 2016 in Beijing, the commission 
will host a total of five sessions and will also 
present the IYGU to a wider audience. The 
session’s topics will address a wide range of 
the commission’s aims and claims in the 
2012-2016 period. The planned events will 
also further develop the commission’s core 
topics. Apart from addressing the cultural 
aspects of the digital sphere, we will also 
broach questions of sustain- ability and 
urban development as well as questions of 
Geographical Imaginations of Border 
Spaces. Continuing the exceptionally 
successful cooperation with other IGU 
commissions we will host four to five events 
as joint sessions. The commission’s IGC 
events include: 
 
• Session “Cultural Geographies of the 

Digital“ (Joint Session together with 
C12.14); 

• Session “Cultural Aspects of 
Sustainable Urban Development” (Joint 
Session together with C12.39); 

• Session “Role of Heritage Sites and 
Cultural Landscapes in Harmonizing 
the World”; 

• Session “Geographical Imaginations, 
Practices and Stories of Finisterrae and 
Border Spaces“ (Joint Session together 
with C12.20); 

• Session “Mega Events” (Joint Session 
together with C12.14); and 

• Permanent information stand on the 
2016 IYGU is planned. 

 
3. Networking 
 
3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 

commission 
 

The years 2012-2016 have brought new, 
fruitful collaborations to our Commission.  
As has already been mentioned, we could 
intensify our collaboration with the 
commission on the “Geography of the 
Global Information Society” (C12.14) 
through various joint sessions at IGU 
conferences. Bringing together our two 
communities proved to be a highly valuable 
experience and also yielded the first 
publication project (a book on “The 
Geographies of Digital Culture”). Following 
the productive first steps of an educational 
implementation of the IYGU in the course of 
the Kraków conference in 2014, further joint 
projects together with the commission on 
“Geographical Education” (C12.11), 
EuroGeo and the IGU Task Force 
"Geography Olympiad" (T12.01) were 
planned but only partly implemented due to 
coordination problems in the coordination of 
joint actions of IGU commissions. New 
collaborations with the commission C12.20 
(“History of Geography”) and C12.39 
(“Urban Challenges in a Complex World”), 
already planned, shall be put into practice at 
the 2016 IGC in Beijing. 
 
3.2. Collaboration with other 

international, intergovernmental, 
and inter- and multidisciplinary 
groups 

 
Within the scope of the IYGU, which 
represents some of the Commission’s core 
ideas and involves members of our steering 
committee, a number of external collab- 
orations could be established, which would 
also promote the Commission’s work. For 
instance, the Commission’s work is already 
promoted through the “International Union 
of Geological Sciences” (IUGS), the 
“International Union of Geodesy and Geo- 
physics” (IUGG), the “Young Earth 
Scientists” network (YES) and the “Taking 
ITGlobal” organization. The Commission’s 
cooperation with the “Asian Cultural 
Landscape Association” (ACLA) has 
intensified since 2014, through seminars and 
sessions at the IGU Regional Conferences. 
Cooperation with the ICSU, ISSC and  the 
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Future Earth project have systematically 
intensified as well as the cooperation with 
partners form the private sector 
(KATERVA; ESRI; World Business 
Council for Sustainable Development; the 
Chamber of Industry, CNI, Brasilia; and 
Chamber of Commerce, CNC, Rio de 
Janeiro). Contact with organizations from 
the public sector like SEGIB, OEI (Brasilia) 
and UNESCO will be crucial for the 
implementation of IYGU. Integrated 
networks for cultural landscape 
management with partners from the public 
and private sector, science and regional 
policies have been established in Portugal 
(Maçao) and Brazil (Morro do Pilar); the 
first one being ‘Apheleia – Integrated 
Cultural Landscape Management for Local 
and Global Sustainability’ in cooperation 
with Erasmus Mundus+ and twelve 
European Universities / Research 
Institutions, which will run for three years 
and has a total funding budget of 384.000, 
EURO. In addition, cooperation with the 
Brazilian Chamber of Lawyers (BAR) could 
become exemplary for the cooperation of 
geography and environmental law under 
globalized conditions. Further co-operation 
partners of IYGU include: 
 
• Future Earth Initiative of ICSU and 

ISSC (incl. the Belmont Forum); 
• World Humanities Conference Liège 

2017 (under the auspice of UNESCO 
and CIPSH); 

• Association of American Geographers, 
whose representatives also initiated 
cooperation with National Geographic 
and its various print and audiovisual 
media channels, and potentially also the 
U.S. National Academy of Sciences; 

• Japanese Forum for Science and 
Technology in Society (STS) (including 
German, French, Royal Swedish, 
Chinese, and Japanese Academy of 
Sciences, Leibniz Association etc.); 

• Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Korea Initiative for Global 
Citizenship Education for Sustainable 
Development; 

• Local Organizing Committee of the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games Rio de 
Janeiro 2016 and the Sustainability and 
Legacy Commission of the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC); 

• International Federation of Rock Art 
Organization (IFRAO); 

• APHELEIA, European Commissions’ 
Erasmus Mundus+ Teaching Program, 
including 12 European universities and 
research institutions; 

• European Geography Students 
Association (EGEA); 

• Morro de Pilar Declaration for Local 
Sustainability and Global 
Understanding (Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil); 

• European Association of Geographers 
(EUROGEO); 

• CSR Research Foundation New Delhi; 
• DFG German Research Foundation; 
• Max Weber Kolleg; 
• Max Planck Institute Biogeochemistry; 
• Graduate School Human Behaviour in 

Social and Economic Change (GSBC); 
• Ethnografilm Festival in Paris; 
• UNESCO-Japan/MEXT Project on 

Broadening the Application of the 
Sustainability Science Approach; 

• Festival of the University of Genoa 
(Festival dell’Università di Genova); 

• Festival de Géographie de Saint Dié; 
• Shockwave Festivals; 
• Homeward Bound Project (DATTNER 

GRANT PTY LTD); 
• Melton Foundation Education for 

Global Citizenship; 
• Neo Humanitarianism Universalist, Sao 

Paulo; and 
• Office of Foreign Affairs of the State 

Government of São Paulo, Brazil. 
 
The commission also helped to establish and 
is actively involved in a long-term inter- 
disciplinary research network funded by the 
German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD). Thematically, the tri-national 
network is concerned with transnational 
change in Patagonia (“Cambio 
transnacional, desigualdad social, 
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intercambio intercultural y manifestaciones 
estéticas: el ejemplo de la Patagonia”, 
www.patagonia.uni-jena.de).  
Several current and former members of the 
steering committee (Benno Werlen, Enrique 
Aliste, Karsten Gaebler, Perla Zusman) act 
as project partners and/or sub- project 
leaders. 
 
3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC 

(International Social Science 
Council) and with ICSU (the 
International Council for Science) 
programs 

The IYGU project is supported by ICSU, 
ISSC, and CIPSH (Conseil International de 
la Philosophie et des Sciences Humaines). 
Partners also include the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and the “Future Earth” 
research initiative. The IYGU is now one of 
the key partners of the Future Earth project. 
The UNESCO resolution on IYGU, Nov. 
2013 stated that geography has the 
integrative power, on the basis of its focus 
on everyday actions and its cultural 
embeddedness as well as cultural 
differentiation. IYGU opens an access to 
culturally differentiated pathways to global 
sustainability and new way of integrated 
research. This perspectives will be explored 
in a future co-operation between IYGU and 
UNESCO. The first meeting with the title 
‘UNESCO-Japan/MEXT Project on 
Broadening the Application of the 
Sustainability Science Approach’ is 
scheduled for April 5-6, 2016 at the 
UNESCO headquarters in Paris. It could 
become, together with the outline of a study 
program on Global Under- standing, the 
IYGU open access publications as Springer 
Briefs on everyday basis activities (6 vols. in 
English, Spanish, Portuguese and French), 
and the Humanities World Conference 2017, 
the basis for a long lasting co-operation in 
the frame- work of decade on Global 
Understanding as suggested by several 
speakers during the IYGU Opening 

Ceremony February 2, 2016 at the 
Volkshaus in Jena. 

4. Publications 
 
The members of the steering committee 
produced between 2012 and 2016 more than 
70 publications in the field of the 
commissions program, including more than 
10 book publications. 
 
Selected publications by members of the 
steering committee (2012-2016) 
 
Aliste, E and Stamm, C 2016, ‘Hacia una 
geografía de los conflictos socioambientales 
en Santiago de Chile: lecturas para una 
ecología política del territorio’, Revista de 
Estudios Sociales, vol. 55, pp. 45-62. 
Aliste, E and Núñez, A 2015, ‘Las fronteras 
del discurso geográfico. El tiempo y el 
espacio en la investigación social’, 
Chungara Revista de Antropología Chilena, 
vol. 47, No. 2, pp. 287-301. 
 
Aliste, E and Musset, A 2014, ‘Pensar los 
territorios del desarrollo: sustentabilidad y 
acción pública en nombre de una ciudad 
imaginaria. Concepción (Chile), 1950-
2010.’ Revista EURE, vol. 40, pp. 91-110. 
 
Aliste, E 2012, ‘El discurso del desarrollo y 
sus efectos ambientales en Chile: prácticas 
espaciales y transformaciones territoriales 
en el área metropolitana de Concepción, 
1950-2010’, Scripta Nova. Revista 
Electrónica de Geografía y Ciencias 
Sociales, available from 
<http://www.ub.es/geocrit/sn/sn-418/sn-
418-40.htm>. 
 
Aliste, E, Almendras, A and Contreras, M 
2012, ‘La dinámica del territorio en la 
conurbación Concepción – Talcahuano: 
Huellas urbanas para una interpretación de 
las transformaciones ambientales durante la 
segunda mitad del siglo XX’, Revista de 
geografía Norte Grande, no. 52, pp. 5-18. 
 
Aliste, E and Rabi, V 2012, ‘Concebir lo 
socio-ambiental: representación y 
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representatividad de los discursos sobre el 
desarrollo’, Polis. Revista de la Universidad 
Bolivariana, vol. 11, no. 32, pp. 307-327. 
 
Claval, P 2012, De la terre aux hommes: la 
géographie comme vision du monde, Paris: 
Armand Colin. 
 
Claval, P 2012, Géographie culturelle: une 
nouvelle approche des sociétés et des milieu, 
2nd ed, Paris: Armand Colin. 
 
Gaebler, K 2015, ‘Green Capitalism, 
Sustainability, and Everyday Practice’, in 
Global 
  
Sustainability. Cultural Perspectives and 
Challenges for Transdisciplinary Integrated 
Research, ed B Werlen, Springer Publishers: 
Dordrecht, pp. 63-86. 
Gaebler, K 2015, Gesellschaftlicher 
Klimawandel. Eine Sozialgeographie der 
ökologischen Transformation, 
Sozialgeographische Bibliothek Bd. 17. 
Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. 
 
Gaebler, K and Schmid, H (eds) 2013, 
Perspektiven sozialwissenschaftlicher 
Konsumforschung, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner 
Verlag. 
 
Kitchin, R and Perng, S-Y 2016, ‘Code and 
the City’, London: Routledge. 
 
Kitchin, R and Lauriault, T P 2015, ‘Small 
data in the era of big data’, GeoJournal, vol. 
80, no. 4, pp. 463-475. 
 
Kitchin, R 2014, ‘The Data Revolution: Big 
Data, Open Data, Data Infrastructures and 
Their Consequences’, Sage: London. 
 
Kitchin, R 2014, ‘Big data, new 
epistemologies and paradigm shifts’. Big 
Data & Society, vol. 1, no. 1, pp. 1-12. 
 
Kitchin, R, O'Callaghan, C and Gleeson, J 
2014, ‘The new ruins of Ireland? Unfinished 
estates in the post-Celtic Tiger era’, 
International Journal of Urban and Regional 
Research, vol. 38, no. 3, pp. 1069-1080. 

Kitchin, R 2014, ‘The real-time city? Big 
data and smart urbanism’, GeoJournal, vol. 
79, no. 1, pp. 1-14. 
 
Kitchin, R 2014, ‘Engaging publics: Writing 
as praxis’, Cultural Geographies, vol. 21, no. 
1, pp. 153-157. 
 
Kitchin, R 2014, ‘Making sense of smart 
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Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy 
and Society, vol. 7, pp. 1-6. 
 
Kitchin, R, O’Callaghan, C and Boyle, M 
2014, ‘Post-politics, crisis, and Ireland’s 
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pp. 121-133. 
 
Pazos Otón, M, Paül, V. and Santos, X M 
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Protected Areas in Galicia’, Ambiente y 
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Development and Environment, vol. 19, no. 
36, pp. 60-79. 
 
Pazos Otón, M, Paül, V. and Santos, X M 
2014, ’The Way of St. James. 
A contemporary geographical analysis’, in 
The changing world religion map, ed S D 
Brunn, Springer Publishers: Dordrecht, pp. 
709-732. 
 
Pazos Otón, M, Royé, D, Aldrey Vázquez, J 
A, Valcárcel Díaz, M and Piñeira Mantiñán, 
M J 2012, XIII Coloquio Ibérico de 
Geografía – Respuesta de la Geografía 
Ibérica a la crisis actual, Santiago de 
Compostela: Meubook. 
  
Pickles, J, Casas-Cortes, M and 
Cobarrubias, S 2015, ‘Riding Routes and 
Itinerant Borders: Autonomy of Migration 
and Border Externalization’, Antipode, vol. 
47, no. 4, pp. 894-914. 
 
Pickles, J, Rossi, A, and Luinstra, A (eds) 
2014, Towards Better Work: Understanding 
Labour in Apparel Global Value Chains, 
Geneva and Basingstoke: ILO and Palgrave 
Macmillan. 
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Pickles, J and Stallmann, T 2014, ‘Mapping 
and Social Theory’, In The History of 
Cartography: Twentieth Century, ed M 
Monmonier, Chicago: Chicago University 
Press. 
 
Pickles, J, de Genova, N, and Mezzadra, S 
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pp. 55-87. 
 
Pickles, J and Mayer, F W 2014, ‘Re-
embedding the Market: Global Apparel 
Value Chains, Governance and Decent 
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Cobarrubias, S 2014, ‘Commons’ in A 
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University of Kentucky Press. 
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5. Continuation 
 
5.1. Commission Name 
 
Global Understanding 
 
5.2. Commission Mission 
 
Today, we need a global perspective for 
geographical imaginations. “Global under- 
standing” becomes a new human condition, 
for the field of sustainability as well as for 
most parts of the political agenda. We need 
to think about global sustainability as well as 
transnational, global political perspectives. 
 
Global sustainability requires global 
understanding. To think globally and act 

locally, we require a better understanding of 
how our local, daily activities impact global 
levels. Achieving a true global 
understanding requires achieving a more 
sustainable planet through local actions. Our 
common future on earth depends on 
successfully establishing sustainable 
everyday actions. This is where the local and 
global become one – where scientific shall 
be applied. We need a widespread awareness 
of how everyday actions create the 
challenges that impact humanity. This 
includes our capacity to connect actions and 
thoughts that may seem disconnected across 
time and space. This basis has to be 
implemented three main fields of action: 
geographical research, education and 
information. 
 

 
 

C12.08 Dynamics of Economic Space 
 

 
1. Membership 
 
The IGU Commission on the Dynamics of 
Economic Spaces (CDES) does not have a 
formal membership base. However, the 
steering committee consists of fourteen 
members from different countries 
(Australia, Canada, China, Germany, 
Hungary, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, 
Singapore, Slovak Republic, The 
Netherlands, Turkey, UK, US). Our 
‘membership’ list we use to distribute 
information consists of 542 active email 
addresses from all over the world. 
The members of the Steering Committee of 
the IGU Commission on the Dynamics of 
Economic Spaces are as follows: 
 
Chair: Christine Tamásy 
University of Vechta 
Institute for Spatial Analysis and Planning in 
Areas of Intensive Agriculture,  
GERMANY 
Email: christine.tamasy@uni-vechta.de 
Vice Chair: Neil Reid 
Department of Geography and Planning 

The University of Toledo 
Toledo, Ohio, USA  
Email: neil.reid@utoledo.edu 
 
Niels Beerepoot 
University of Amsterdam 
Amsterdam Institute for Metropolitan and 
International Development Studies 
Amsterdam NETHERLANDS 
Email: n.p.c.beerepoot@uva.nl 
 
Eva Kiss 
Geographical Research Institute 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
Budapest HUNGARY 
Faculty of Economics 
West-Hungarian University 
Erzsébet HUNGARY 
Email: kiss.eva@csfk.mta.hu 
 
Hege Knutsen 
University of Oslo 
Department of Sociology and Human 
Geography 
Oslo NORWAY  
Email: h.m.knutsen@sosgeo.uio.no 
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Rene Matlovic 
Department of Geography and Regional 
Development 
University of Presov 
Presov SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
Email: rene.matlovic@unipo.sk 
 
Charles Mather 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
St. John's, Newfoundland CANADA 
Email: cmather@mun.ca 
 
Piotr Pachura 
Czestochowa University of Technology 
European Faculty of Engineering 
POLAND  
Email: piotr.t.pachura@gmail.com 
 
Bill Pritchard 
School of Geosciences 
University of Sydney 
NSW AUSTRALIA 
Email: bill.pritchard@sydney.edu.au 
 
Michael Roche 
Massey University 
School of People, Environment and 
Planning 
Palmerston North NEW ZEALAND 
Email: m.m.roche@massey.ac.nz 
 
Michael Taylor 
University of Birmingham 
Department of Geography  
Birmingham UNITED KINGDOM 
Email: m.j.taylor@bham.ac.uk 
 
Nuri Yavan 
University of Ankara 
Department of Geography 
Ankara TURKEY  
Email: nuri.yavan@ankara.edu.tr 
 
Jici Wang 
Peking University 
Department of Urban and Economic 
Geography 
College of Urban and Environmental 
Sciences 
Beijing CHINA 
Email: wjc@pku.edu.cn 

 Henry Wai-chung Yeung 
Department of Geography 
National University of Singapore 
SINGAPORE  
Email: henryyeung@nus.edu.sg 
 
The commission’s current website is 
accessible under the following address: 
www.uni-vechta.de/igu/ 
 
2. Meetings 
 
2.1. Meetings 2012-2015 
 
Mini-Conference on Innovation & 
Creativity in Emerging Economic Spaces: 
Local Entrepreneurship & Transnational 
Corporations. Held in Kraków, Poland, 
May 3-5, 2012. Papers presented – 22. 
 
The objective of the Conference was to 
examine the innovative and creative local 
and foreign businesses and to study the 
relationships between local companies and 
global enterprises. It is widely accepted that 
the scope of innovative behavior is not 
limited to high-tech industries or 
knowledge-intensive business services; 
creativity in ‘traditional’ industries is no less 
important. Since operations and linkages of 
local and global enterprises are highly 
volatile, the dynamics of these relations can 
be especially intriguing 
 
Mini-Conference on Dynamics in Food 
and Agriculture-based Supply Chains. 
Held in Berlin, Germany, July 11-13, 
2013. Papers presented – 44. 
 
During recent decades fundamental changes 
in the way food is produced (e.g. 
industrialization of agriculture), distributed 
(e.g. globalization of food trade), marketed 
(e.g. globalization and structural change of 
the retail sector) and consumed (e.g. 
growing market share of processed food, 
globalization of culinary culture, new rise of 
ecological food) have occurred in many 
countries of the world. The changes include 
fundamental shifts in the structure, 
organization and governance in food 
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production and supply chains. These 
developments influence their regional and 
international settings and vice versa. 
Discussed topics included theoretical works 
(e.g. on Global Production Networks, 
Global Commodity Chains, regional food 
clusters, new institutional economics) case 
studies (e.g. regional examples, 
commodities, supply chains, retail and trade 
developments, institutional changes) and 
applied work. 
 
Joint Conference with Commissions on 
Applied Geography, GIScience, and 
Modelling Geographical Systems on the 
theme of Applied GIS and Spatial 
Modelling. Held in Leeds, United 
Kingdom, May 29-June 2, 2013. 
 
See Commission on Applied Geography 
Annual Report for additional details. 
 
IGU Regional Conference in Kyoto, 
Japan, August 4-9, 2013 
 
CDES held three special sessions on the 
theme of Management Geography. These 
special sessions were organized in 
conjunction with the Spaces of International 
Economy and Management (SIEM) 
Research Group at Ritsumeikan University 
in Japan. Papers presented – 13. 
  
Mini-Conference on Globalisation & New 
Patterns of Services Sector Driven 
Growth. Held in Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands, June 19-20, 2014. Papers 
presented - 20. 
 
Recent changes have been reshaping the 
ways business processes are organized in the 
international division of labour. After drastic 
shifts in the (spatial) organization of the 
production of goods, increasingly fierce 
competition forces firms look critically at 
how the production of services is organized. 
Digitization and advances in information 
and communication technologies enable 
firms to unbundle service business 
processes, and the increased global 
availability of sufficiently skilled labour 

allows for the relocation of particular 
business processes around the globe, leading 
to a new geography of services production. 
As a result, various Southern cities now 
command a prominent role as service 
delivery hubs for the global market. A 
growing, export-oriented service sector here 
is commonly understood to generate new 
employment opportunities for an 
increasingly well- educated labour force. It 
is also associated with the formation of a 
new middle class. Learning fast, 
multinational services producing enterprises 
from the global South rapidly expand their 
global presence, thereby presenting new 
competition to their Western peers. 
Simultaneously, patterns are further 
complicated by the tendency towards 
regionalization of value chains with 
production moving back to the firms’ 
regions of origin. 
 
IGU Regional Conference in Krakow, 
Poland, August 18-22, 2014.  
 
CDES held various sessions on seven 
selected themes: 
a. Complex Relations Between Proximity, 

Knowledge Spillovers, Innovation and 
Development (2 sessions, 9 papers); 

b. Financial Geography (4 sessions, 16 
papers); 

c. Relocation of Economic Activity: 
Local, Regional and Global Dimensions 
(2 sessions, 6 papers); 

d. Creative Industries: A Driver of New 
Spatial Dynamics? (4 sessions, 14 
papers); 

e. The Geography of “Greening the 
Economy” – Restructuring, 
Knowledge, Networks and Discourse (2 
sessions, 8 papers); 

f. Emerging Economic Spaces (3 
sessions, 9 papers); 

g. Dynamics of Knowledge Sectors in the 
Post-socialist Countries (2 sessions, 8 
papers). 

 
Fourth Global Conference on Economic 
Geography. Held in Oxford, United-
Kingdom, August 19-23, 2015.  
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CDES held three sessions on the theme of 
Sustainable Economies: Challenges, 
Transitions and Trajectories. Some sessions 
were organized in conjunction with the 
Spaces of International Economy and 
Management (SIEM) Research Group at 
Ritsumeikan University in Japan. Papers 
presented - 23. 
 
Fifth EUGEO Congress on convergences 
and divergences of geography in Europe. 
Held in Budapest, Hungary, August 30-
September 2, 2015.  
 
CDES held two sessions on the theme of 
Emerging economic spaces, industries and 
trends. Papers presented - 13. 
Mini-Conference on Local and Regional 
Development in Emerging Economic 
Geographies. Held in Ankara, Turkey, 
October 22-24, 2015.  
Papers presented – 13. 
 
Economic geography has been an extremely 
vibrant and versatile field of research both in 
human geography and in the social sciences. 
In recent years, economic geographers have 
shown increased interest in local and 
regional development dynamics. Local and 
regional development is one of the oldest 
and biggest theme that economic geographer 
study. Even though local and regional 
development is always at the heart of 
economic geography, it cannot be addressed 
from one single perspective as it is one of 
those multi-faced topics. 
 
Indeed, local and regional development is an 
increasingly multidisciplinary subject and 
therefore need to be understood not only 
from a multi-disciplinary perspective but 
also from different geographical and 
context-specific dimensions. This 
conference provided a multi-disciplinary 
forum for researchers and practitioners in 
the field of economic geography, regional 
economics and regional planning, with a 
local and regional development orientation. 
 
 
 

2.2. Future Meetings 
 
The Commission has the following events 
planned for 2016-2018: 
 
The 33rd International Geographical 
Congress, Beijing, China, August 21-25, 
2016.  
 
Commission will organize three sessions on 
the following themes: 
a. Rethinking the Dynamics of Economic 

Spaces: New Themes, New Ideas and 
New Approaches 

b. Placing Finance in Urban and Regional 
Development 

c. Foreign Direct Investment and 
Migration 

 
Mini-conference on “New Resource 
Economies”, Massey University, 
Palmerston North, New Zealand, 
November 24-26, 2016. 
 
The last CDES meeting to be held in New 
Zealand was in Auckland in 2005 prior to 
the IGU Regional Conference in Brisbane. 
This meeting by being based in the 
provincial city of Palmerston North, home 
of Massey University, originally established 
as an agricultural college, lends itself 
especially well to the conference theme of 
‘New Resource Geographies’. New Zealand 
is many respects still an export specialized 
economy and in mid-2016 the dairy boom 
that has sustained the export sector for some 
years appears to be faltering rather severely. 
Simultaneously the international trade 
negotiations have stalled in part over the 
question of dairy access. The commission 
meeting is thus likely to coincide with some 
serious national policy discussion around 
the future trajectory of the dairy industry 
(milk powder – a late 19th century product - 
or more value added), the long called for and 
fraught rationalisation of meat industry 
processing, and the future place of an array 
of non-traditional primary exports (e.g. 
manuka honey) along with the risk of a new 
dependency on the Chinese market. All of 
this takes place in a context where New 
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Zealand is one of the longer running neo-
liberal experiments dating back to the mid-
1980s. The meeting will also provide the 
opportunity for a debrief on the Biological 
Economies project, an externally funded 
venture that has probed new sources of rural 
value and experimentation in New Zealand 
and worldwide. 
  
Further planned meetings: 
 
• Mini-Conference on “Sustainable 

Costal Zones: Challenges, Governance, 
and Transitions/Engagement”, 
Southern Connecticut State University, 
New Haven, United States, 2017 
 

• Mini-Conference, topic to be 
announced, Innsbruck, Austria, 2018 

• Global Conference on Economic 
Geography. Cologne, Germany, July 
24-27, 2018. 

 
• IGU Regional Conference 2018, 

August 6-10, 2018, Quebec, Canada. 
 

• IGU International Geographical 
Congress, 2020, Istanbul, Turkey. 

 
3. Networking 
 
The Commission collaborated with three 
other Commissions (Applied Geography, 
GIScience, and Modelling Geographical 
Systems) in organizing a conference on the 
theme of Applied GIS and Spatial Modelling 
that was held in Leeds, United Kingdom, 
May 29-June 2, 2013. 
 
The Commission collaborated with Spaces 
of International Economy and Management 
(SIEM) Research Group at Ritsumeikan 
University in Japan  
(http://www.siemrg.org/about.html)  
at various meetings. 
 
The Commission collaborated with the 
Regional Science Association in organizing 
a mini-conference on Globalisation & New 
Patterns of Services Sector Driven Growth. 

Held in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, June 
19-20, 2014. 
 
4. Publications 
 
CDES has continued its very successful 
publishing relationship with Ashgate 
Publishers (now bought by Routledge 
Publishers). The book series is entitled 
Dynamics of Economic Space and the Chair 
of the Commission serves as the Series 
Editor. 
 
Reid, Neil., Jay D. Gatrell, and Paula S. 
Ross. 2012. Local Food Systems in Old 
Industrial Regions: Concepts, Spatial 
Context, and Local Practices. Farnham, 
England: Ashgate. 286 pages. 
 
In recent years there has been an explosion 
of interest in local food systems- among 
policy makers, planners, and public health 
professionals, as well as environmentalists, 
community developers, academics, farmers, 
and ordinary citizens. While most local food 
systems share common characteristics, the 
chapters in this book explore the unique 
challenges and opportunities of local food 
systems located within mature and/or 
declining industrial regions. Local food 
systems have the potential to provide 
residents with a supply of safe and nutritious 
food; such systems also have the potential to 
create much-needed employment 
opportunities. However, challenges are 
numerous and include developing local 
markets of a sufficient scale, adequately 
matching supply and demand, and meeting 
the environmental challenges of finding safe 
growing locations. 
 
Interrogating the scale, scope, and economic 
context of local food systems in aging 
industrialized cities, this book provides a 
foundation for the development of new sub-
fields in economic, urban, and agricultural 
geographies that focus on local food 
systems. The book represents a first attempt 
to provide a systematic picture of the 
opportunities and challenges facing the 
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development of local food systems in old 
industrial regions. 
 
Fromhold-Eisebith, Martina and Martina 
Fuchs. 2012. New Global-Local Patterns of 
Production, Work, and Innovation. 
Farnham, England: Ashgate. 260 pages. 
 
Recently, the international division of labour 
in industrial production has grown 
increasingly more volatile. The separation 
between 'high-end' tasks undertaken in the 
traditional core economies and 'low-end' 
tasks undertaken in newly emerging 
economies has become increasingly blurred. 
The new dynamics and unpredictability of 
actor and process configurations in 
internationalized production bring new 
challenges for research in economic 
geography, regional economics and 
management sciences. The allocation of 
R&D and production mandates within or 
between enterprises, the setting up, closing 
down, purchase or sale of subsidiaries at 
different localities, the shifting patterns of 
collaborative innovation, together with 
newly evolving forms of capitalism, all 
appear to interact in ways not seen before. It 
appears we have entered a new era termed 
'industrial transition'. 
 
This book forms the first approach toward 
conceptualising the term and compiling 
illustrative empirical underpinnings. 
Contributions by an international set of 
renowned economic geographers highlight 
the major features and case studies of 
'industrial transition' and address various 
questions that matter for the future of our 
global economy: How are regions and 
localities affected by the shift of product 
mandates? In which ways do changes differ 
between industrial sectors and economic 
regions? How can regions and localities 
adequately prepare for or react to 
foreseeable changes; and how can regional 
resilience and response capacities be built 
and enhanced? 
 
Tamásy, Christine and and Javier Revilla 
Diez. 2013. Regional Resilience, Economy 

and Society. Globalising Rural Places. 
Farnham, England: Ashgate. 306 pages. 
 
There has been a great deal of restructuring 
of rural places and communities under 
globalisation, highlighting the interaction of 
local and global actors to produce new 
hybrid socio-economic relations. Recent 
research highlights the heterogeneity of 
globalisation in which rural places are 
different to each other, but also different to 
how they were in the past. Bringing together 
an interdisciplinary team of academics, and 
comparative case studies from Europe (West 
and East) and Asia, this book explores and 
discusses opportunities and challenges 
associated with globalising rural places, and 
identifies possibilities for policy and 
practical intervention by rural development 
actors. Special attention is paid to multi-
scalar processes through which rural places 
are reshaped through globalisation. 
Taking a geographical approach, the book 
produces new critical work on the 
interdependence between globalisation and 
rural spaces. It is organised into five 
sections: Part I focuses on ‘Global-Rural 
Linkages’ showing the multifaceted 
interrelation between actors at different 
geographical scale and demonstrating that 
globalisation is not only external to rural 
spaces. Part II on ‘Rural Entrepreneurship 
and Labour Markets’ explores the potential 
of business startups in rural spaces which are 
not only necessity driven. Part III ‘Rural 
Innovation and Learning’ shows that rural 
places are also places for innovation and 
learning. Part IV on ‘Rural Policies and 
Governance’ argues that regional policies 
for rural places should promote side 
activities to maintain social capital and that 
regional policy should take a more 
integrative perspective between urban and 
rural  spaces in order to explore 
complementary development paths. The 
concluding chapter ‘New Approaches to 
Rural Spaces’ discusses new approaches to 
globalising rural places in relation to the 
preceding chapters published in this book. 
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Dannenberg, Peter and Elmar Kulke 2015. 
Economic Development in Rural Areas: 
Functional and Multifunctional 
Approaches. Farnham, England: Ashgate. 
 
Analysing the ongoing changes and 
dynamics in rural development from a 
functional perspective through a series of 
case studies from the global north and south, 
this volume deepens our understanding of 
the importance of new functional and 
multifunctional approaches in policy, 
practice and theory. In rural areas of 
industrialized societies, food production as a 
basis for growth and employment has been 
declining for many decades. In the global 
south, on the other hand, food production is 
still often the most important factor for 
socio- economic development. However, 
rural areas both in the industrialized north 
and in the global south are facing new 
challenges which lead to significant changes 
and threats to their development. New forms 
of food production, but also new functional 
(e.g. housing or business parks) and often 
multifunctional approaches are being 
discussed and practiced yet it remains 
unclear the extent to which these result in 
better or more sustainable development of 
rural areas. 
 
Micek, Grzegorz 2015. Understanding 
Innovation in Emerging Economic Spaces. 
Global and Local Actors, Networks and 
Embeddedness. Farnham, England: 
Ashgate. 
 
A small number of countries, regions, cities, 
and localities are powerful gatekeepers and 
generate the bulk of creative and innovative 
ideas, while the majority is largely excluded. 
This book looks at neglected, but emerging 
innovation centres analysed from various 
spatial and organizational perspectives; 
ranging from entire countries and regions to 
individual firms and small neighbourhoods. 
Bringing together leading scholars from 
various disciplines, it examines a variety of 
economic sectors including biotechnology, 
agrotourism, and the food retail industry. 
The authors employ various, often 

contradictory, concepts, ranging from local 
buzz and the global pipeline, through an 
analysis of collective learning processes to 
geographical embeddedness, using both 
qualitative and quantitative approaches. The 
purpose of the book is twofold: investigating 
changes occurring in the regions and cities 
under transformation and attempting to find 
common and unique mechanisms behind 
these changes. Consequently, the authors 
shed light on the scale and scope of the 
innovativeness of selected economic and 
social processes. 
 
CDES produced 1 journal special issue 
during 2012-2015: 
 
Die Erde – Journal of the Geographical 
Society of Berlin, 2014. Dynamics in 
Agricultural Value Chains (ed. by Peter 
Dannenberg and Elmar Kulke), Vol 145 (3). 
5. Continuation 
 
5.1. Commission Name 
 
Our proposal is requesting that the name 
Commission on the Dynamics of Economic 
Spaces be continued. 
 
5.2. Commission Mission 
 
The Commission’s Mission is to extend 
international research and scholarship in 
economic geography through the 
development and dissemination of critical 
theoretical, conceptual and methodological 
frameworks, the conduct of rigorous 
empirical and policy analyses, and the 
building of research capacity in economic 
geography in different national and 
institutional contexts, to promote 
international collaboration in research 
activity and the dissemination of research 
findings and to facilitate knowledge transfer 
about economic geography and associated 
policy-related issues between countries and 
institutions. 
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5.3. Steering Committee 2016-2020 
 
Chair: Christine Tamásy 
University of Vechta 
Institute for Spatial Analysis and Planning in 
Areas of Intensive Agriculture  
GERMANY 
Email: christine.tamasy@uni-vechta.de1 
 
Vice Chair: Nuri Yavan 
Ankara University 
Department of Geography 
Ankara TURKEY  
Email: nuri.yavan@ankara.edu.tr 
 
Niels Beerepoot 
University of Amsterdam 
Amsterdam Institute for Metropolitan and 
International Development Studies 
Amsterdam NETHERLANDS 
Email: n.p.c.beerepoot@uva.nl 
 
Eva Kiss 
Geographical Research Institute 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
Budapest HUNGARY 
Faculty of Economics 
West-Hungarian University 
Email: kiss.eva@csfk.mta.hu 
 
Hege Knutsen 
University of Oslo 
Department of Sociology and Human 
Geography 
Oslo, NORWAY.  
Email: h.m.knutsen@sosgeo.uio.no 
 
Rene Matlovic 
Department of Geography and Regional 
Development 
University of Presov 
Presov, SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
Email: rene.matlovic@unipo.sk 
 
Charles Mather 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
St. John's, Newfoundland, CANADA.  
Email: cmather@mun.ca 
 
 
 

Piotr Pachura 
Czestochowa University of Technology 
European Faculty of Engineering 
POLAND.  
Email: piotr.t.pachura@gmail.com 
 
Bill Pritchard 
School of Geosciences 
University of Sydney 
NSW AUSTRALIA.  
Email: bill.pritchard@sydney.edu.au 
 
Neil Reid 
Department of Geography and Planning 
The University of Toledo 
Toledo, Ohio USA  
Email: neil.reid@utoledo.edu 
 
Michael Roche 
Massey University 
School of People, Environment and 
Planning 
Palmerston North, NEW ZEALAND.  
Email: m.m.roche@massey.ac.nz 
Jici Wang 
Peking University 
Department of Urban and Economic 
Geography 
College of Urban and Environmental 
Sciences 
Beijing CHINA.  
Email: wjc@pku.edu.cn 
 
Henry Wai-chung Yeung 
Department of Geography 
National University of Singapore 
SINGAPORE.  
Email: henryyeung@nus.edu.sg 
 
5.4. Work Plan 
 
As already mentioned above, the 
Commission on the Dynamics of Economic 
Spaces plans to hold regular meetings during 
the period 2016-2020 (at least one mini- 
conference per year and visible participation 
in other IGU events). Please note that the 
conferences listed represent the minimum 
activity of the Commission. CDES will take 
advantage of other opportunities for 
workshops, conferences, and scholarly 
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activities as they arise during 2016-2020. 
Furthermore CDES plans to continue its 
publishing relationship with Routledge 
(formerly Ashgate) Publishers. CDES 
conferences typically result in the 
publication of one edited book (sometimes 
two) that is published as part of Routledge’s 
Dynamics of Economic Spaces series and/or 

special issues in international, peer-
reviewed journals. 
 
Much of the work that will be covered in the 
proposed conferences for 2016-2020 will 
build upon the work conducted by CDES 
during 2012-2016. 
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C12.09 Environmental Evolution 

 
 
1. Membership 
 
1.1. Steering Committee 
 
Chair: Dr. T. Boettger. (Germany). 
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental 
Research – UFZ 
Department of Isotope Hydrology 
E-mail: tatjana.boettger@ufz.de 
 
Vice Chair: Dr. Fahu Chen (China) 
Professor of Physical Geography and 
Quaternary Research, Director of MOE Key 
Laboratory of West China's Environmental 
System 
Vice President of Lanzhou University 
Research School of Arid Environment and 
Climate Change Lanzhou University 
E-mail: chenfh@lzu.edu.cn 
 
Secretary: Dr. Elena Novenko (Russia) 
M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University 
Faculty of Geography 
Department of Physical Geography and 
Landscape Science 
E-mail: lenanov@mail.ru 
 
Dr. Bernhard Weninger (Germany). 
Institute of Prehistoric Archaeology 
University of Cologne 
E-mail: b.weninger@uni-koeln.de  
 
Dr. N Catto (Canada) 
Department of Geography 
Memorial University 
E-mail: ncatto@mun.ca  
 
Dr. P Kershow (Australia)  
MonashUniversity 
School of Geography and Environmental 
Science 
E-mail: peter.kershaw@arts.monash.edu.au,  
 
 
 
 

 
Prof. Dr. Toshihiko Sugai (Japan) 
Department of Natural Environmental 
Studies 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
The University of Tokyo 
E-mail: sugai@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
 
Dr. M. Stancikaite (Lithuania)  
Institute of Geology and Geography 
E-mail: stancikaite@geo.lt  
 
Dr. V. Zernitskaya (Belarus)  
Institute of Geochemistry and Geophysics 
National Academy of Sciences of Belarus 
E-mail: vzern@igig.org.by  
 
Dr. L. Bezusko (Ukraine)  
National University 
"Kyiv-Mohyla Academy" 
E-mail: bezusko@ukma.kiev.ua  
 
Dr. A. Tsatzkin (Israel)  
University of Haifa 
E-mail: tsatskin@research.haifa.ac.il 
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1.2. Corresponding Members 
 
Number of commission members in total and by country as of 31 December 2015 
 

Russia  120 Kirgizstan  1 Israel  1 
Belarus  8 Turkmenistan  1 Australia  1 
Ukraine  8 Germany  10 Great Britain  2 
Kazakhstan  2 Czech Republic 2 Canada  1 
Azerbaijan  2 Poland  2 USA  6 
Estonia  1 Japan  7 Netherlands  2 
Lithuania  3 China  10 India  3 

        Chile  1 
 
1.3. Commission Website 
 
http://eecomm.org 
 
2. Meetings 
 
2.1. Meetings during 2012-2015 
 
May 15, 2012. The workshop "Climate 
changes and problems of human and 
environment interactions" held in the 
Institute of Geography (Russian Academy 
of Sciences), organized by two IGU 
Commissions: Environment Evolution 
(C08.09) and Karst (C08-23), 26 
participants.  
 
The scientific action was devoted to the 
following subjects: karst objects at the List 
of World Natural Heritage, management and 
conservation of karst landscapes, climatic 
dynamics in the Pleistocene and the 
Holocene, initial occupation of the Eurasia 
and North America by men, men and 
environment interaction and land use in the 
Holocene and in the recent past. The special 
attention was paid to the problems of 
scientific collaboration between two 
commissions and to the development of 
general strategy of the cooperative activities. 
The seminar included 2 oral presentations by 
Dr. Elena Trofimova (chair of Karst 
Commission) and Professor Andrei 
Velichko (chair of the Environment 

Evolution Commission) and short talk of the 
secretary Dr. Elena Novenko. 
 
26 colleagues from different scientific 
institutions of Moscow (Institute of 
Geography RAS, Institute of Soil Science 
RAS, A.N. Severtsev Institute of Ecology 
and Evolution RAS and Moscow State 
University) took part at the discussions 
around the presentations. The president of 
IGU, Dr. Vladimir Kolosov (honorary guest 
and participant of the seminar) emphasized 
the importance of scientific collaboration 
between Commissions and Task Forces of 
IGU. 
 
August, 26-30, 2012. The special session of 
the Environment Evolution Commission in 
a frame of the 32nd International 
Geographical Congress in Cologne 
Title: Human-Environment Interactions and 
Evolution in the Late Pleistocene and 
Holocene. 6 timeslots, 24 oral presentations, 
32 participants. 
 
The session was designed to address this 
shortcoming by bringing together scholars 
of diverse backgrounds for an open 
discussion of the appropriate methods, 
scales, units, and data for evaluating the 
complex interactions and feedbacks between 
environmental change and human evolution. 
The context for this discussion is the late 
Pleistocene and early-middle Holocene, 
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roughly 100,000 years marked both by 
extreme environmental variability and 
unprecedented change in human 
biogeography, demography, and social 
complexity. During this time Eurasia 
witnessed the influx of anatomically modern 
humans and the disappearance of archaic 
hominid forms; the Americas received 
hominids for the very first time; hunter-
gatherers domesticated plants and animals 
and intensified their agricultural efforts in 
numerous independent locations around the 
world; and human society diversified, 
specialized, and stratified in novel ways and 
degrees. All of these developments took 
shape against a background of local and 
global variability in atmospheric 
composition and circulation, ecological 
succession, and biological evolution 
unfolding on a variety of different scales. 
 
August, 4-9, 2013. The special session in a 
frame of Kyoto Regional Conference of 
IGU. Title: “Environment Evolution and 
Human Activity in the late Quaternary: 
Geographical Pattern”. 16 oral presentations 
(4 time-slots), and a lot of people (about 20) 
took an active part in discussions. 
 
Geographers from 8 countries (Russia, 
Japan, Germany, China, USA, Cambodia, 
India and Indonesia) participated in the 
session; those were focused on studies of the 
landscapes evolution and human activity in 
different geographical regions during the 
Pleistocene and the Holocene.  
 
The principal topics of the presentations 
were:  
• Landscape dynamics: participants 

presented the results of investigations 
the landscape dynamics during the Late 
Pleistocene and Holocene (the last 120 
kyr) in a scale of Northern Hemisphere. 
The main ideas and conclusions were in 
possibility of paleo-analog approaches 
for assessing the position of modern 
environments in the general 
evolutionary system. 
 

• Natural Processes: participants 
presented the results of the 
experimental and theoretical studies in 
the key-regions: paleontological 
information (pollen, macrofossil, 
diatoms, etc); geomorphological data, 
paleolimnic and paleohydrological 
materials, radiocarbon dates, stable 
isotope data and the evidence about 
beginning of human activities. The 
presented results have shown that 
human activity in late Pleistocene and 
Holocene become a more and more 
important factor in the environment 
evolution system 

 
April, 16-19, 2014. International 
Conference and Young Scientists School 
“Methods of palaeoenvironmental 
researches”, Moscow, Geological Institute 
of Russian Academy of Science, 148 
participants. 
 
The International Conference and Young 
Scientists School “Methods of 
palaeoenvironmental researches” held April, 
16-19, 2014 in the Geological Institute RAS 
and was organized by Environment 
Evolution Commission of IGU, Russian 
Academy of Science, Moscow State 
University and Russian Palynological 
Commission. 148 participants from 8 
countries (Russia, Germany, Ukraine, 
Belorussia, Estonia, Azerbaijan, Kazakstan, 
Abkhazia and Kyrgyzstan) took part in the 
conference. The programme included 16 
key-note lectures, 40 oral and 32 poster 
presentations and 5 master classes.  
 
The Conference was focusing on the 
methodological issues of paleoecological 
studies and aimed to provide a 
comprehensive overview of the most current 
and innovative techniques.  
 
The main topics of the conference were 
follow: 
• Multy-proxy approaches in 

palaeoecology; 
• Relationships between composition of 

recent pollen assemblages and 
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vegetation; problems in interpretation 
of pollen data; 

• Palaeoenvironmental analysis by 
archeological studies;  

• Morphology of pollen and non-pollen 
palynomorphs; 

•  Methodical problems in studies of pre-
Quaternary deposits; 

• Software for palaeoenvironmental data 
. 

Each topic included keynote plenary 
lectures by experts in the field of 
paleoecological research, short talk session 
and seminars on a range of relevant 
palaecology related topics, providing a 
lively and comprehensive conference. The 
first day of the conference consist 
completely of keynote lectures on 
radiocarbon, TL and OSL methods of 
dating, pollen, diatom, charcoal, testate 
amoeba, stable isotope data, application of 
methods from soil science and 
archaeological findings for reconstructions 
of the environmental conditions in the past. 
Attendees were exposed to new methods 
currently being developed by high-profile 
senior researchers, and expanded their 
knowledge in traditional methods of 
interpreting the results of paleoecological 
studies. 
 
A special emphasis in the conference was 
placed on data handling: chronology; data 
analyses: zonation, ordination techniques, 
diversity estimates, rate of change. 5 
practical exercises (such as master-classes in 
morphology of pollen and non-pollen 
palynomorphs and software used for data 
analyses) were organized in a frame of the 
conference.  
 
August, 17-21, 2015, the IGU Regional 
Conference 2015, Moscow, Russia.  
 
The Environment Evolution Commission 
organized 3 special sessions:  
 
1. Environment Evolution and Human 

Activity in the late Quaternary 
(Conveners: A.A. Velichko and T. 
Boettger). The session was focused on 

the long-term studies of landscapes 
evolution, climate dynamics and human 
activity in different geographical 
regions during the Pleistocene and the 
Holocene. The special attention was 
paid to the problems of 
palaoeogeography of Caspian basin and 
environment evolution of arid zone in 
the Late Quaternary. 
 

2. Landscape dynamics and human 
impacts during the last millennium 
(Conveners: E.Yu. Novenko and D.N. 
Koslov). The session was focused on a 
review of available knowledge on the 
forced and unforced climate variability 
and dynamics of human-environment 
interactions during the last millennium 
and the late Holocene. Fruitful 
discussion needs presenting and 
analysis of already existed data sets and 
results of new observations, data from 
natural archives, results of modeling 
experiments, etc. One of the key 
scientific questions of the session was to 
explain how human activities have 
influenced and changed natural 
ecosystems during the last millennium 
and in the recent past.  

 
3. Climate - vegetation interaction under 

current and future climate change 
scenarios (Convener: A.A. Olchev).  

 
The session was aimed to bring together the 
specialists working in the fields of climate, 
vegetation and land use changes. Modern 
climate changes have significant impact on 
growth and functioning of the different plant 
community. On the other hand, the climate 
is very sensitive to land cover and vegetation 
changes. What is the main mechanisms of 
climate - atmosphere interactions, how the 
vegetation and land use changes influence 
the climate system and what is the response 
of the different plant communities to climate 
change are key questions for discussions in 
the session. The specialists working in the 
different scientific areas (meteorologists, 
climatologists, forest ecologists, 
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paleogeographers, modeling experts, etc.) 
were take part in the session.    
 
The program included 55 oral presentations 
and 19 posters. The participants from 
Russia, Denmark, Kazakhstan, Rumania, 
India, China, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Israel, 
Brazil and Peru took part in these special 
sessions. 
 
2.2. Future Meetings 
 
May, 2016, Moscow. The workshop 
"Human impact on landscapes: 
retrospective analysis" will be organized 
together with the Commission on Physical 
Geography of Russian Geographical 
Society. M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State 
University, expected 50 participants. 
 
21-25 August, 2016. Beijing, China.  
The 33rd International Geographical 
Congress 
The IGU Environment Evolution 
Commission organizes 4 special sessions in 
a frame of this Congress:  
 
1. Environment Evolution and Human 

Activity in the late Quaternary;  
2. Climate - vegetation interaction under 

past and future climate conditions;  
3. Prehistoric Human Occupation and 

Environmental Changes on Tibetan 
Plateau and Surroundings;  

4. Climate Change and Human-
Environment Interaction from Neolithic 
to Historical Periods. 

 
The main topics that will be discussed on the 
special sessions: landscape and climate 
dynamics in the Pleistocene and the 
Holocene in different region of the World, 
initial occupation of the Eurasia by men, 
men and environment interaction and land 
use in the Holocene and in the recent past, 
modern forest ecosystems and prognosis of 
their dynamics in future.  
 
October, 2016. Moscow. The workshop 
“The International Year of Global 
Understanding and physical geography” 

IGU Environment Evolution Commission 
together with the Commission on Physical 
Geography of Russian Geographical 
Society. M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State 
University, expected 30-40 participants. 
 
The main topic of the workshop: 
• How everyday actions matter for global 

climate change?  
• How do we transform nature?  
• How societies and cultures influence on 

nature. 
 
April-May, 2017, Moscow. International 
Conference and Young Scientists School 
“Modern perspectives of Palaeoecology”. 
Institute of Geography Russian Academy of 
Science. 200 participants are expected.  
 
The knowledge gained from Palaeoecology 
and Quaternary research, particularly from 
past records of unusual events and abrupt 
changes, is invaluable for understanding 
nature and taking appropriate actions to 
mitigate natural risks. The main aim of the 
Conference will be to contribute 
palaeoecology to help minimize the effects 
of disasters from hazardous natural 
processes. 
 
2018. Quebec, Canada, IGU Regional 
Conference 2018 
Special sessions of the IGU Environment 
Evolution Commission.  
 
2020 Istanbul, Turkey, International 
Geographical Congress 2020 
Special sessions of the IGU Environment 
Evolution Commission. 
 
3. Networking 
 
3.1. Collaborations with other IGU 

commissions 
 
The Commission works in tight 
collaboration with IGU Commission of Cold 
Region Environments (C12.06) and IGU 
Commission of Karst (C12.23) these are 
located in the Institute of Geography RAS, 
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Moscow. Ways of our collaborations were 
joint sessions, workshops and publications. 
 
3.2. Collaboration with other  

international, intergovernmental, 
and inter- and multi-disciplinary 
bodies 

 
The activities of the Commission are carried 
out in close cooperation with the Northern 
Eurasia Earth Science Partnership Initiative 
(NEESPI) that is aimed at developing an 
enhanced understanding of the interactions 
between the ecosystem, atmosphere, and 
human dynamics in northern Eurasia 
(http://neespi.org/). 
 
In 2015 the Environment Evolution 
Commission continued the tight 
collaboration with the European Dry 
Grassland Group (www.edgg.org) with aim 
to stimulate active cooperation among 
scientist deal with landscape ecology, 
biodiversity, land use history, agriculture 
and nature conservation. 
 
The Environment Evolution Commission 
has permanent relationship with All-Russian 
non-governmental organization ‘Russian 
Geographical Society”  
(http://www.rgo.ru/ru).  
 
The Environment Evolution Commission 
has relationship with INQUA - International 
Union for Quaternary Research, 
Commission on Palaeoclimates  
(http://www.inqua.org/). 
 
4. Publications 
 
1. The IGU Environment Evolution 

Commission publishes annual 
newsletter since 2014. 
Available on-line  
http://eecomm.org/newsletter.html 

 
2. The Special Issue of Geographical 

review of Japan ser. B on “Environment 
Evolution and Human Activity in the 
Late Quaternary: Geographical Pattern” 

 

All papers of the special issue are available 
on web-site: 
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/geogre
vjapanb/87/0/_contents 
References: 
 
O. Rudenko and E. Taldenkova. Holocene 
vegetation and climate history of the 
Cheshskaya Bay Region, SE Barents Sea, 
inferred from the first pollen archives. // 
Geographical review of Japan ser. B. 87(2), 
2015.P. 82-90. 
 
E. Novenko. The middle and late Holocene 
vegetation and climate history of the forest-
steppe ecotone area in the central part of 
European Russia. // Geographical review of 
Japan ser. B. 87(2), 2015.P. 91-98. 
 
K. Matsunaga. Balancing Afforestation with 
Grain Production and Water Use for 
Sustainable Effects of Soil Conservation in 
the Chinese Loess Plateau // Geographical 
review of Japan ser. B. 87(2), 2015. P. 99-
102. 
 
N. Sasaki and T. Sugai. Distribution and 
Development Processes of Wetlands on 
Landslides in the Hachimantai Volcanic 
Group, NE Japan. // Geographical review of 
Japan ser. B. 87(2), 2015.P. 103-114. 
 
N. Nagumo, T. Sugai, S. Kubo. Flood 
Geomorphology and Characteristics of 
Modern Channel Bars in the Lower Stung 
Sen River, Cambodia. // Geographical 
review of Japan ser. B. 87(2), 2015.P.115-
121.  
 
Oltchev A. and Gravenhorst G.  Effects of 
climate changes on net ecosystem exchange 
of CO2 and evapotranspiration of a tropical 
rain forest. // Geographical review of Japan 
ser. B. 87(2), 2015.P. 122-130. 
 
3. Books of abstract of the International 

Conference and Yang Scientist School 
«Methods of palaeoenvironmental 
researches» Moscow, April, 16-19, 
2014, M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State 
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University -press, 2014, 92 pp. (in 
Russian).  

Available on web-site  
http://pollendata.org/news.html 
 
4. Expected publications. The 

Environment Evolution Commission 
organizes a special issue of “Russian 
Journal of Ecosystem Ecology” 
dedicated to the topics of Commission’s 
session in frameworks of Moscow 
Regional Conference of IGU, 17-21 
August, 2015. 

 
5. Continuation 
 
5.1. Commission Mission 
 
The main goal of the Commission activity is 
to study human and environmental 
interaction including climate, landscapes 
and culture in the Late Quaternary and 
recent past. The principal lines of research 
are: Landscape dynamics, Natural Processes 
and Human impact. The main activities of 
the Environment Evolution Commission for 
the period up to 2020 will be mainly focused 
on analysis of culture changes in the 
different regions during the Late 
Quaternary, climate and landscapes 
evolution in past epochs and projection of 
their changes under different scenarios of 
environmental changes, estimation of 
climate and human induced vegetation 
changes and their influence on local and 
regional climate, vegetation response to 
environmental changes in past, present and 
future. The principal objectives of the 
Commission are: i) to build a network to 
better link up the specialists in different 
scientific areas including paleoecology, 
landscape evolution, climate changes and 
human-environment interaction; ii) to 
stimulate active cooperation among 
scientists (data exchange, developing 
common data standards, joint research 
projects and publications); iii) to compile 
and to distribute information on 
paleoenvironmental studies beyond national 
borders. 
 

5.2. Steering Committee 
 
Chair: Elena Novenko (Russia) 
M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University 
Faculty of Geography 
Department of Physical Geography and 
Landscape Science 
E-mail: lenanov@mail.ru 
 
 
Vice Chair: Fahu Chen (China) 
Professor of Physical Geography and 
Quaternary Research 
Director of MOE Key Laboratory of West 
China's Environmental System 
Vice President of Lanzhou University 
Research School of Arid Environment and 
Climate Change  
E-mail: chenfh@lzu.edu.cn 
 
Secretary: Alexander Olchev (Russia)  
A.N. Severtsov Institute of Ecology and 
Evolution of RAS 
E-mail: aoltche@gmail.com 
 
Lyudmila S. Shumilovskikh (Germany) 
Department of Palynology and Climate 
Dynamic 
Georg-August-University Göttingen,  
E-mail: shumilovskikh@gmail.com 
 
Toshihiko Sugai (Japan)  
Department of Natural Environmental 
Studies 
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences 
The University of Tokyo 
E-mail: sugai@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
 
Rama Prasad (India)  
Dept. of Geography 
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur 
E-mail: ramaprasad10@gmail.com 
 
Maryna S. Komar (Ukraine)  
Head of the Palaeontological Museum 
National Museum of Natural History 
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine 
E-mail: maryna.kom@gmail.com 
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Jiri Chlachula (Czech Republic)  
Laboratory for Palaeoecology 
University Zlin 
E-mail: Altay@seznam.cz 
 
Richard J. Payne (United Kingdom)  
University of York 
Environment Department 
Heslington, York.  
E-mail: richard.payne@york.ac.uk 
 
Loukas Barton (USA) 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Pittsburgh 
E-mail: loukas@pitt.edu 
 
Ana Bozena Sabogal Dunin Borkowski De 
Alegria (Peru) 
Director Maestria Desarrollo Ambental 
Coordinador Sección Geografía en 
Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Perú  
E-mail:  asabogal@pucp.pe 
 
5.3. Future work plan 
 
The work plan of the Environment 
Evolution Commission includes an 
arrangement of follow meetings and 
providing media for the exchange of 
information between specialists  
 
• special sessions in a frame of the 

International Geographical Congresses 
and IGU Regional Conferences; 

• Commission’s meetings (Conferences, 
Workshops and young scientists school 

dedicated to different problems of 
environment evolution and 
paleoecology);  

• special issues on environment 
evolution-related topics in various peer-
reviewed journals; 

• homepage of the Commission on 
Environment Evolution  
(http://eecomm.org); 

• The annual newsletter of the 
Commission 

 
In the period 2016-2020 the Commission 
will organize special sessions on the 33rd 
International Geographical Congress (2016, 
Beijing, China), the IGU Regional 
Conference in Quebec (2018, Canada) and 
the 34th International Geographical 
Congress (2020, Istanbul, Turkey). 
 
In 2017 the Commission will organize the 
International Conference and Young 
Scientists School “Modern perspectives of 
Palaeoecology” (Moscow). We have also 
planes to organize and take parts in 
preparations of 4-5 workshops and trainings 
for young scientists during the period 2016-
2020.  
 
In 2016-2020 the Environment Evolution 
Commission will organize special issues of 
peer-reviewed Journals: Quaternary 
International, Russian Journal of Ecosystem 
Ecology, The Open Geography Journal. 
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C12.10 Gender and Geography 

 
 
1. Membership 
 
1.1. Steering Committee 
 
Chair: 
Assoc Prof Shirlena Huang  
Department of Geography  
National University of Singapore  
SINGAPORE 
Email: geoslena@nus.edu.sg 
 
Treasurer: 
Prof Holly M. Hapke  
Department of Geography  
East Carolina University Greenville, NC 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
E-mail hapke@ecu.edu 
 
Dr Mireia Baylina  
Departament de Geografia  
Facultat de Lletres 
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona 
Bellaterra SPAIN 
Email: Mireia.Baylina@uab.es 
 
Dr Orna Blumen 
Faculty of Social Welfare and Health  
Sciences 
University of Haifa Mount Carmel 
ISRAEL 
Email: ornab@researach.haifa.ac.il 
 
Dr Anindita Datta  
Department of Geography  
Delhi School of Economics  
University of Delhi 
INDIA 
Email: anindita.dse@gmail.com 
 
Dr Claire Dwyer  
Department of Geography  
University College London  
UNITED KINGDOM  
Email: c.dwyer@geog.ucl.ac.uk 
 
 

Prof Lynda Johnston  
Geography Programme  
University of Waikato  
Hamilton NEW ZEALAND 
E-mail lyndaj@waikato.ac.nz 
 
Prof Ragnhild Lund  
Department of Geography 
Norwegian University of Science and  
Technology 
Dragvoll NORWAY 
Email: ragnhild.lund@ sut.ntnu.no 
 
Professor Ann Oberhauser  
Department of Sociology  
Women’s and Gender Studies Program 
Iowa State University Ames 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
Email: annober@iastate.edu 
 
Dra Joseli Maria Silva 
State University of Ponta Grossa  
Department of Geography  
Paraná BRAZIL 
Email: joseli.genero@gmail.com 
 
Prof Dr Anke Strüver  
Institut für Geographie  
Universität Hamburg  
Hamburg GERMANY 
Email: struever@geowiss.uni- hamburg.de 
  
Prof. Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg 
Dipartimento di Scienze Umane per la 
Formazione "Riccardo Massa" 
University of Milan-Bicocca 
Milan ITALY 
Email: marcella.schmidt@unimib.it 
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1.2. Corresponding Members 
 
The number of Commission/Task Force 
members in total and by country as of 31 
December 2015. To date, the Commission’s 
listserv includes just over 699 subscribers, 
representing more than 51 countries. This is 
an increase of 26 members since end-2014 
(when there were 673 members), and a gain 
of 26.2% since January 2012 (when there 
were 554 subscribers). New members have 
been gained through Business Meetings held 
at each IGU Congress and pre-conference 
held in the last few years. 
 
As noted in previous reports, the specific 
national origins of about 15% of the 
Commission’s subscribers cannot be 
identified since they use addresses such as 
Gmail, Hotmail and Yahoo. In terms of 
individual countries, the distribution 
remains much the same as in our 2014 report 
(when we did a detailed count of the 
numbers). The largest representations 
continue to be from the US (over 90), India 
(over 70), the UK over 60), Spain (over 40) 
and Canada (over 30), while moderate 
participation levels (around 20 members) 
are found in Brazil, Australia, New Zealand, 
Germany, Italy, Switzerland and Japan. 
Lower but healthy levels (around 10 
members) characterise membership in 
France, the Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, 
Finland, Israel, South Africa, Argentina and 
Mexico. The level of participation from 
individual countries in Eastern Europe, East 
Asia (except Japan), South Asia (except 
India), Southeast Asia (other than 
Singapore), Africa (except South Africa) 
and the Caribbean, remain lowest (but it 
should be borne in mind that these are the 
regions in which subscribers are more likely 
to use Gmail, Hotmail and Yahoo 
addresses). Also, we gained a few 
participants from under- represented 
countries in Eastern Europe with the 
conferences in Krakow in 2014 and Moscow 
in 2015, as we did for members in Japan 
when the conference was held in Kyoto in 
2013. 
 

The international spread of regional 
representation on the Steering Committee is 
good: 5 members are from different parts of 
Western Europe (including the UK), 2 are 
from the US, and 1 each from Australia/New 
Zealand, Latin America, the Middle East, 
South Asia, and Southeast Asia. 
 
Twice each year, list members receive a 
newsletter (issued in English, French, and 
Spanish) via the Gender and Geography 
Commission’s listserv  
(igugender@list.arizona.edu) with reports of 
activities of members and a substantial 
multilingual bibliography. The newsletter is 
additionally sent to the US- based geogfem 
listserv (over 600 subscribers) and to the 
British gender and feminist geography 
listserv (grgrs@jiscmail.ac.uk). 
 
1.3. Commission Website 
 
http://igugender.socsci.uva.nl/ 
 
2. Meetings 
 
2.1. Meetings 2012-2015 
 
Conference: Down to Earth: Identities, 
Bodies and Spatial Scales (IGU Gender 
Commission Pre- conference) 
Venue: University of Hamburg, Hamburg, 
Germany 
Date: 23-25 August 2012 
No. of participants/presentations: 80+ 
participants; 40 presentations 
 
Conference: IGU Congress in Cologne 
Venue: Cologne, Germany 
Date: 25-30 August 2012 
No. of participants/presentations: 5 sessions 
 
Conference: Gender, Power and 
Knowledge: Building Global Networks 
through Local Sensitivities 
(IGU Gender Commission Pre-conference) 
Venue: Nara Women’s University, Nara, 
Japan Dates: 1-4 August 2013 
No. of participants/presentations: 40+ 
participants; 20 presentations 
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Conference: IGU Regional Conference 
Venue: Kyoto, Japan 
Dates: 4-9 August 2013 
No. of participants/participants: 9 sessions 
(including 2 sessions with the History of 
Geography Commission); 22 paper 
presentations 
 
Conference: The Gendering of New 
Realities: Unequal Challenges and 
Responsibilities (IGU Gender Commission 
Pre-conference) 
Venue: University of Warsaw, Warsaw, 
Poland 
Dates: 16-17 August 2014 
No. of participants/presentations: 30+ 
participants; 15 presentations 
 
Conference: Latin American Seminar on 
Geography, Gender and Sexualities (a 
conference endorsed by the IGU Gender 
Commission) 
Venue: University of Rondônia (UNIR), 
Porto Velho, Rondônia, Brazil 
Dates: 8-12 October 2014 
No. of participants/presentations: 159 
participants; 83 presentations 
 
Conference: Reorienting Gender: 
Geographies of Resistance, Agency, 
Violence and Desire in Asia 
(a conference endorsed by the IGU Gender 
Commission) Venue: Department of 
Geography, University of Delhi, India 
Dates: 19-21 November 2014 
No. of participants/presentations: 100+ 
participants; 28 presentations (including 2 
keynotes) 
 
Conference: IGU Regional Conference 
Venue: Krakow, Poland 
Dates: 18-22 November 2014 
No. of participants/presentations: 13 
sessions (including 3 joint sessions with the 
Commissions of Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Change; Political 
Geography; and Sustainability of Rural 
Systems) 
 
Conference: Gendered Rights to the City: 
Intersections of Identity and Power (IGU 

Gender Commission Pre-Conference; in 
conjunction with AAG) 
Venue: University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, Milwaukee, USA 
Date: 19-20 April 2015 
  
No. of participants/presentations: >130 
participants; 63 presentations 
 
Conference: IGU Regional Conference 
Venue: Moscow, Russia 
Dates: 17-21 November 2015 
No. of participants/presentations: 5 sessions 
(including 2 joint sessions with the 
Commissions of Political Geography; and 
Population Geography); 20 presentations 
 
2.2. Summary of Meetings 
 
In various ways, at all of the meetings, 
participants addressed the theme of ‘Scaling 
Gender: From the Body to the Globe” – the 
Gender Commission’s theme for the period 
2012-16 – across a range of other embodied 
axes of difference including race/ethnicity, 
class, caste, educational levels, sexuality, 
nationality, and migrant status. A crucial 
aspect of this thrust has been to scale the 
challenges that geographers working in parts 
of the world where gender/feminist 
geography is not very visible; a second 
thrust has been to provide opportunities for 
collaboration and communication among 
geographers researching and teaching 
gender/feminist issues. The discussion 
below draws out how this theme was 
addressed in the meetings the Commission 
organized outside the main IGU Regional 
Conferences. 
 
The theme of “Scaling Gender” was clearly 
evident in the Commission’s Pre-conference 
meeting in Hamburg on Down to Earth: 
Identities, Bodies and Spatial Scales in 
August 2012. Organised by Anke Strüver 
(University of Hamburg) with Sybille 
Bauriedl (University of Kassel), the 
conference focused on embodied identities 
and their materialities at various spatial 
scales, as well as on more general feminist 
concerns in urban and migration studies. 
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One result of the discussion was that there 
still exist huge difficulties to transfer 
outcomes of feminist research and action 
internationally. 
 
In 2013, at the meeting in Nara on Gender, 
Power and Knowledge: Building Global 
Networks through Local Sensitivities, 
organised by Yoko Yoshida (Nara Women’s 
University) and Keichi Kumagai 
(Ochanomizu University), the papers that 
were presented contextualized gender 
politics at various scales and highlighted the 
production of new spatialities in relation to 
local and global linkages while in the 
discussions, focus was also given to the 
building of cross-boundary research and the 
complexities of building qualitative 
international research. 
 
2014 was a particularly active year for the 
Gender Commission in terms of meetings 
(beyond organising sessions in Krakow). In 
August 2014, we held Pre-conference 
Workshop on The Gendering of New 
Realities: Unequal Challenges and 
Responsibilities, in Warsaw. Organised by 
Bogumiła Lisocka- Jaegermann (University 
of Warsaw) and Mirosław Grochowski 
(University of Warsaw), the papers raised 
many questions and stimulated active 
discussion on a range of important issues 
around the theme of unequal gendered 
challenges and responsibilities. 
 
At the October 2014 Latin American 
Seminar on Geography, Gender and 
Sexualities, held at Porto Velho, Brazil, 
organized by Joseli Maria Silva (State 
University of Ponta Grossa) with Maria das 
Graças Silva Nascimento Silva (University 
of Rondônia), the conference contributed to 
a useful discussion of the theoretical and 
methodological aspects along three key sub-
themes: space, sexualities and 
intersectionalities; knowledge, body and 
intersectionalities; and genders in movement 
(space, race, age and class). 
 
Also in 2014, Just a month later in 
November 2014, at the International 

Conference on Reorienting Gender: 
Geographies of Resistance, Agency, 
Violence and Desire in Asia in Delhi, 
participants deliberated on the everyday 
Geographies of gender and space in Asian 
contexts, drawing out the important point 
that women and other marginalized 
communities are not only victims, but do 
also exercise agency. A particularly 
significant aspect of the conference was a 
“Workshop on Feminist Methodology and 
Emerging Research on Gender”, where 
senior scholars shared their knowledge and 
experiences of a range of feminist 
methodologies with junior and early career 
scholars. 
 
In 2015, at the conference on Gendered 
Rights to the City: Intersections of Identity 
and Power, organized by the Department of 
Geography, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee and co-sponsored by the Gender 
Commission, through the support of Holly 
Hapke, Ann Oberhauser and Jan Monk, 
presentations addressed the debates within 
and challenges facing academics and 
activists interested in the political project of 
the Right to the City. Not only were 
gendered aspects of safety/threat, racism and 
activism discussed, but intersectionalities 
with sexuality, migrant status, class, etc. and 
feminist methodologies and pedagogies to 
studying the city were also examined. 
 
A key issue that emerged at many of the 
meetings, and particularly at the Milwaukee 
meeting, is the continued dominance of 
gender and feminist geography and 
geographers from the Anglosphere, and 
need to make more explicit effort to 
recognise (the production of) knowledges 
from other parts of the world. This was an 
issue that was highlighted by Shirlena 
Huang (Chair of the Commission) in her 
plenary address at the 2015 Moscow 
Regional Conference in recognition of the 
Gender Commission being awarded the 
IGU’s inaugural “Commission Excellence 
Award”. 
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Our Commission continues to be committed 
to finding ways to deconstruct the ways 
feminist (and other) geographies are rooted 
in Western-centric viewpoints, and 
overcome the challenges of international 
collaboration (including the need for 
sensitivity to power differences and for 
spaces of collaboration to be spaces of trust 
and flexibility to working differently and 
respectfully in different local settings). The 
ultimate goal has been to “scale difference” 
and facilitate communication among 
geographers by supporting activities outside 
the Anglo-American centre. 
 
A significant practical outcome of the 
Commission’s efforts was the introduction 
of a new initiative to run regional workshops 
on “Feminist Methods for Constructing 
Geographical Knowledge” in countries of 
the Global South to contribute to the training 
of feminist geographers and consciousness-
raising in these countries. The 2014 Delhi 
workshop on feminist methodology was a 
direct outcome of this initiative; the 
Commission provided USD1,000 to support 
the event as it not only provided an 
important space for junior scholars (many 
from South Asia) to learn from and interact 
with senior feminist scholars from all over 
the world but also increased the visibility of 
gender and feminist geography in a part of 
the world where geography is still a largely 
male-dominated discipline operating within 
a strong patriarchal institutional culture. 
 
Another practical outcome after the Moscow 
Conference was a decision to set up a Young 
Scholars Committee that will allow young 
and early career geographers interested in 
gender/feminist themes to be more involved 
in advancing the agenda of the Commission 
and its activities. 
 
The Commission also instituted a new 
process for the renewal of the Steering 
Committee, by inviting self-nominations 
from interested individuals. The selection of 
new members was then made by existing 
Steering Committee members based 
primarily on considerations of the (i) 

individual’s previous/ongoing contributions 
to the Commission; (ii) intended ways in 
which the individual would like to/could 
contribute to the Commission; and (iii) 
regional representation of members on the 
Steering Committee. This has worked very 
well for the renewal of the Steering 
Committee for 2016- 2020 by flagging 
potential members that we might not 
otherwise have considered approaching 
(following the system that has been used 
traditionally). 
 
2.3. Future Meetings 
 
Conference: International Conference on 
Feminist Geographies and 
Intersectionality: Places, Identities and 
Knowledges 
Venue: Autonomous University of 
Barcelona, Spain 
Dates: 14-16 July 2016 
Details: This is the Gender Commission’s 
Pre-Congress event, prior to Beijing. It is 
being organized by Mireia Baylina. 
 
Conference: IGU 2016 Congress 
Venue: Beijing, China 
Dates: 21-25 August 2016 
Details: The Gender Commission is 
planning 11 sessions in Beijing, with 3 of the 
sessions co- organised with the 
Commissions on Political Geography, 
Population Geography and Urban 
Geography. The proposed themes are: 
MART Babies - SMART Cities: From the 
Intimate Body to the Asian City; Mapping 
Changing Landscapes of Care in Asia: 
Towards Gendered Theoretical and 
Empirical Frameworks; Gendered Rights: 
Space, Culture and Society; Addressing 
Gendered Insecurities in the Urban Global 
South; Gendered Aspects of Migration and 
Multiculturalism; Island Bodies; Doing 
Feminism in Urban Geography: 
Interrogating Theory Praxis; Gender in 
Regeneration Projects: (Dis)Empowerment 
or Civil Engagement?; Dance, Bodies and 
Embodiment as Constructing Cultures, 
Economies and the Nation; A Woman’s 
Place is in the City!; Conversations between 
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Gender and Political Geographies: Key 
Concepts, Methods and Themes; 
Understanding Contemporary Dynamics of 
International Student Mobilities. 
 
Conference: Third Latin American 
Seminar on Geography, Gender and 
Sexualities 
Venue: Goiânia, Goiás, Brazil 
Date: April/May 2017 
Details: The Gender Commission will be 
one of the sponsors for this conference that 
will be held at the Federal University in 
Goiânia. It is being co-organised by Joseli 
Maria Silva (with Alex Ratts). 
 
Conference: Gendered Geographies of 
Difference and Dialogue (prior to the New 
Zealand Geographical Society / Institute of 
Australian Geographers combined 
conference). Venue: Auckland, New 
Zealand 
Date: July 2018 
Details: This will be co-sponsored by 
Gender Commission in conjunction with the 
Women and Geography Gender Research 
Network in Aotearoa, and is a Pre NZGS / 
IAG Conference event. It is being organized 
by Lynda Johnston. 
 
3. Networking 
 
3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 

commissions 
 
August 2013: The Commission collaborated 
with the History of Geography Commission 
at the Kyoto Conference to offer two 
sessions (with a total of 8 papers) on the 
“History of Geography, Geographical 
Thought, and Gender”. 
 
August 2014: The Commission co-
organised three sessions with the following 
IGU Commissions at the Krakow Regional 
Meeting. These were sessions on (i) 
“Gender and Tourism” (5 papers), with the 
Commission on Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure, and Global Change; (ii) “Gender, 
Human Rights and Citizenship” (4 papers), 

with the Political Geography Commission; 
and (iii) “Food Chains and the 3 S’s 
  
(Sovereignty, Safety and Sustainability)” (3 
papers), with the Commission on 
Sustainability of Rural Systems. 
 
August 2015: The Commission co-
organised two sessions with the following 
IGU Commissions at the Moscow Regional 
Meeting. These were on “Gender Activisms 
in Asia: Peoples, Places and Politics” (5 
papers) with the Political Geography 
Commission; and Geographies of 
International Student Mobility: The Roles of 
Gender, Class and Ethnicity” (4 papers and 
1 poster) with the Population Geography 
Commission. 
 
3.2. Collaboration with other 

international, intergovernmental, 
and inter- and multi-disciplinary 
bodies 

 
2014: The IGU Gender and Geography 
Commission co-sponsored a feminist 
geography conference on Feminist 
Geography: Who we are, what we do, why 
we do it, organised at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha in mid-May 2014. Other 
co-sponsors included Gender, Place and 
Culture: A Journal of Feminist Geography, 
The Committee on the Status of Women in 
Geography, of the Association of American 
Geographers (AAG), the Geographic 
Perspectives on Women (GPOW) Specialty 
Group of the AAG, the Canadian Women 
and Geography Study Group of the 
Canadian Association of Geographers 
(CAG), the Women’s Network of the 
Association of Pacific Coast Geographers 
(APCG), Supporting Women in Geography 
(SWIG) at Pennsylvania State University, 
and The Great Lakes Feminist Geography 
Collective. 
 
2015: The conference on Gendered Rights to 
the City: Intersections of Identity and 
Power, was co- sponsored by the IGU 
Gender and Geography Commission and the 
GPOW Specialty Group of the AAG. 
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In addition, various steering committee as 
well as ordinary members of the 
Commission regularly attend and organise 
conference sessions with other international 
and multi-disciplinary groups, including the 
main association conferences in the US and 
UK. For example, members presented 
research and organized joint paper sessions 
at the Association of American Geography, 
and at the Royal Geographical Society (with 
the Institute of British Geographers) 
conferences throughout the period 2012-
2016. 
 
3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC 

(International Social Science 
Council) and with ICSU (the 
International Council for Science) 
programs 

 
Robyn Longhurst, immediate past Chair of 
the Gender Commission, was a member of 
the Steering Committee of the International 
Year of Understanding (IYGU) and to head 
the IYGU continental secretariat for 
Oceania in 2012-13. 
 
4. Publications 
 
4.1. Newsletter 
 
The Commission on Gender and 
Geography’s biennial newsletter was 
published in May/June and November of 
2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015. 
 
It is edited by Professor Janice Monk and 
sent to all members (currently almost 700) 
of the Commission. The biennial newsletter 
(issued in English, French and Spanish) 
forms an important worldwide 
communication medium. Each issue 
(averaging 6-10 pages) conveys information 
on past and future meetings of the 
Commission, meetings organised by 
national and regional groups of feminist 
geographers, institutional events and 
personal research activities, publications 
and achievements of Commission members. 
 

The newsletter’s reach extends beyond the 
Commission and the IGU’s usual 
communication channels, as it is also 
uploaded onto Geogfem and the British 
Women in Geography Study Group list, 
while part of the newsletters is translated in 
German and incorporated in GeoRundbrief,  
a newsletter which links those interested in 
gender themes in geography in German-
speaking countries. 
 
4.2. Special Issues 
 
A special issue on “Bridging Gendered 
Diversity in a Globalizing World” was 
published in 2013 in Hagar: Studies in 
Culture, Politics, and Identities, 11 (1), guest 
edited by Orna Blumen, Tovi Fenster and 
Chen Misgav. This themed issue contains a 
selection of papers presented at an IGU 
Gender Commission’s meeting held in 
Jerusalem, on 8-10 July 2010. 
 
A special issue/section on “Transnational 
Families”, drawn from papers presented at 
the IGU Regional Conference in Krakow, is 
currently being considered by Gender, Place 
and Culture: A Journal of Feminist 
Geography, to be guest edited by Claire 
Dwyer if accepted. 
 
5. Continuation 
 
5.1. Commission Mission 
 
The overall mission of the Gender and 
Geography Commission is to create a 
comfortable platform for people to exchange 
ideas concerning feminist and gender 
studies in geography; present and discuss 
new research on these issues; and create 
collaborations in research and other 
academic work among students and scholars 
working on these themes. 
 
The Commission’s central theme for 2016-
2020 will be “A Continuing Agenda for 
Gender: Respecting Difference, Fostering 
Dialogue”. The theme highlights the 
continued push that geographers must make 
to create more space for pluralism, by 
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strengthening comparative work between 
North and South/East and West, and by 
increasing collaborative efforts among 
geographers across international and sub-
disciplinary boundaries, as well as 
generations.  
 
Over the next four years, the Commission 
plans to  
a. continue organising conferences and 

supporting workshops to train feminist 
geographers and result in 
consciousness-raising of gender issues 
and feminist approaches especially in 
countries outside the “Anglo-American 
centre”; 

b. develop a Young and Early Career 
group within the commission to mentor 
younger and emerging scholars 
interested in gender/feminist 
geography; and 

c. foster dialogue on the intersection of 
gender with other identities that play a 
role in the experience of place, such as 
age, social class, ethnicity, sexuality, 
ability and others. 

 
5.2. Steering Committee 
 
Chair: Prof Lynda Johnston  
Geography Programme  
University of Waikato  
Hamilton NEW ZEALAND 
E-mail lyndaj@waikato.ac.nz 
 
Treasurer: Prof Ann Oberhauser  
Department of Sociology  
Women’s and Gender Studies Program 
Iowa State University Ames 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
Email: annober@iastate.edu 
 
Assoc Prof Marianne Blidon  
Institut de Démographie de l’Université 
Paris 1-Pantheon Sorbonne University 
Paris, FRANCE 
Email: marianne.blidon@univ- paris1.fr 
 
Dr Orna Blumen 
Faculty of Social Welfare and Health 
Sciences 

University of Haifa  
Mount Carmel ISRAEL 
Email: ornab@researach.haifa.ac.il 
 
Dr Anindita Datta  
Department of Geography  
Delhi School of Economics  
University of Delhi 
Delhi INDIA 
Email: anindita.dse@gmail.com 
 
Prof Linda Peake  
Urban Studies Program 
Department of Social Science  
The City Institute 
York University 
Toronto, CANADA 
Email: lpeake@yorku.ca 
 
Assoc Prof Yvonne Underhill-Sem  
Development Studies 
School of Social Sciences Faculty of Arts 
University of Auckland  
NEW ZEALAND 
Email: y.underhill- sem@auckland.ac.nz 
 
Dra Joseli Maria Silva 
State University of Ponta Grossa 
Department of Geography  
Paraná BRAZIL 
Email: joseli.genero@gmail.com 
 
Dr Elena Vacchelli 
Social Policy Research Centre  
Middlesex University 
London UNITED KINGDOM  
Email: e.vacchelli@mdx.ac.uk 
 
Prof Dr Anke Strüver  
Institut für Geographie  
Universität Hamburg  
Hamburg GERMANY 
Email: struever@geowiss.uni- hamburg.de 
 
Prof Yoko Yoshida 
Division of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Nara Women’s University  
Nara JAPAN 
Email: yoko@cc.nara-wu.ac.jp 
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The Steering Committee for 2016-2020 
currently has one less member than in 2012-
2016. We have deliberately left the final 
position unfilled to enable us to find a 12th 
member from an un(der)represented region 
(in terms of overall membership in the 
Commission). 
 
5.3. Future work plan 
 
The Gender Commission is proud that it was 
selected as the inaugural recipient of the 
IGU’s “Commission Excellence Award” 
that was presented at the meeting in Krakow. 
As highlighted in the Commission’s plenary 
address delivered at the meeting in Moscow, 
the Commission intends to ensure that 
gender will have a continuing, if not more 
significant, place on the research agenda, not 
only for gender/feminist geographers, but 
also for those working in other sub-
disciplines in Geography. 
 
There are 5 main facets in the Commission’s 
work plan for 2016-2020 to achieve this: 
 
1. The Commission plans to have 

continued active participation in IGU 
conferences for the period, including 
the organisation of sessions, both as a 
Commission and jointly with other 
Commissions, in Beijing in August 
2016 (as noted above, we have 11 
sessions planned) and in Quebec, 
Canada in August 2018 (in terms of the 
latter, we are especially excited that 
there will be a member from Canada in 
the new Steering Committee for 2016-
2020). Prior to the meeting in Beijing, 
we will be organising an International 
Conference on Feminist Geographies 
and Intersectionality: Places, Identities 
and Knowledges in Barcelona on 14-16 
July 2016 at the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona, Barcelona, 
Spain. This conference will act as the 
Gender Commission’s Pre-conference 
to Beijing. 

2. The Commission will continue running 
regional workshops on “Feminist 
Methods for Constructing Geographical 

Knowledge” in countries of the Global 
South to contribute to the training of 
feminist geographers and 
consciousness-raising in these 
countries. 

3. The Steering Committee will work with 
one of the Commission’s young 
members, Dr Kamalini Ramdas (who 
has been selected to be on the IGU’s 
Young and Early Career Geographers 
Task Force) to establish a Young and 
Early Career Geographers group within 
the Gender Commission. This initiative, 
tentatively called ‘Kickstart Gender’, is 
the Gender Commission’s networking, 
sharing and mentoring platform. It aims 
to develop a community of early career 
feminist geographers who are able to 
support and learn from each other. 
Kickstart will also provide junior 
scholars with the opportunity to learn 
from founding feminist scholars in the 
commission (e.g. through the running 
Masterclasses during Commission-
organised pre-conference meetings or at 
sessions at the main IGU conferences). 
A Young Geographers Group will also 
mean that there will be a younger 
generation of scholars who can be 
considered for the Steering Committee 
in future. 

4. The Commission also plans to continue 
with the publication of the biennial 
newsletter and a couple of special 
issues. The newsletter is currently 
published in English, French and 
Spanish and we will be looking into also 
publishing it in Chinese. 

5. We will also continue the website to 
stimulate communication. In particular,  
the  Steering Committee will work with 
the Commission’s Young and Early 
Career Geographers group to liven up 
the website (ideas currently in the 
pipeline include a networking forum 
and an archive of FAQs for early career 
feminist geographers). 

 
We anticipate that, in combination, these 5 
aspects will enable us to not only prompt 
discussions across international, disciplinary 
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and generational boundaries, but also to 
bring new conceptual insights and empirical 
richness to, and have applied value for, the 
sub-discipline of gender/feminist 

geography, as befitting our theme of “A 
Continuing Agenda for Gender: Respecting 
Difference, Fostering Dialogue” for 2016-
2020. 
 
 

 
C12.11 Geographical Education 

 
 
1.  Membership 
 
The statutes of the IGU state that 
Commissions should consist of a Chair and 
Steering Group of ten members plus a 
Secretary. Given the size and complexity of 
the Commission on Geographical 
Education, the proposal accepted by the IGU 
Executive for the renewal of the 
Commission for the period 2012 – 2016, 
included a) joint chairs, and b) a concept of 
a steering committee of “10+” in order to 
recognise the ongoing and significant role 
played by former Chairs and Steering Group 
members and c) the concept of Regional 
Correspondents who are publicly identified 
with the role of facilitating effective 
communication and outreach between the 
CGE and specific regions of the world. As 
approved by the Executive Committee of the 
IGU in 2012, the effective Steering Group of 
the Commission may therefore be 
considered as a core of 11 people consisting 
of two co-chairs plus nine other  members 
including the Secretary and Treasurer, 
supported by a panel of (currently) six long 
standing former Steering Group members 
and linked closely with 65 (2013: 51) 
regional correspondents who are asked to 
ensure that local information on research 
and developments in geographical education 
are reported to the Commission Secretary 
for inclusion in the CGE Newsletter and that 
information provided to the international 
community through the CGE Newsletters 
are disseminated through local and regional 
networks. 
 
 
 

1.1. Steering Committee 
 
Joop van der Schee (Co-Chair) 
Professor of Geographical Education 
Faculty of Geosciences, Utrecht University; 
and Faculty of Earth and Life Sciences, VU 
University Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Email: j.a.vander.schee@vu.nl  
www.joop.vdschee.nl 
 
John Lidstone (Co-Chair) 
Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Education 
Queensland University of Technology 
Queensland, Australia 
Email: j.lidstone@qut.edu.au  
Website: staff.qut.edu.au/staff/lidstone/  
 
Clare Brooks (Exec. Secretary) 
Senior Lecturer in Geography Education 
Institute of Education, University of London 
London, UK 
Email: C.Brooks@ioe.ac.uk  
Website: www.ioe.ac.uk ,  
www.clarebrooks.com  
  
Michael Solem (Treasurer) 
Educational Affairs Director 
Association of American Geographers 
Washington DC, USA 
Email: msolem@aag.org  
 
Daniela Schmeinck 
Institute of Primary Science and Social 
Sciences 
University of Cologne 
Köln Germany 
Email: Daniela.Schmeinck@uni-koeln.de  
Website: www.Daniela-Schmeinck.de,   
www.sachunterricht.uni-koeln.de  
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Ali Demirci 
Associate Professor and Head of the 
Department of Geography 
Fatih University, 34500 
Istanbul, Turkey 
E-mail: ademirci@fatih.edu.tr  
 
Fernando Alexandre 
Geography Coordinator 
Department of Social Sciences 
S. João do Estoril High School & Education 
and Development Research Unit 
Faculty of Sciences and Technology 
Lisbon Portugal 
Email: fernando.alexandre@essje.pt  
 
Osvaldo Muniz-Solari 
Professor of Geography 
Texas State University 
San Marcos, TX, USA 
Email: o.muniz@txstate.edu   
 
Ivy Tan 
Associate Professor  
Humanities & Social Studies Education 
Academic Group  
National Institute of Education,  
Nanyang Technological University,  
Singapore 
Email: ivy.tan@nie.edu.sg  
  
Sirpa Tani 
Professor of Geography and Environmental 
Education 
University of Helsinki  
Finland 
Email: sirpa.tani@helsinki.fi  
 
Eje Kim 
Department of Social Studies Education  
Gyeongin National University of Education  
Manan-Gu, Anyang-Si Gyonggi 
South Korea  
Email: hockie44@hotmail.com 
  
The active Advisory panel (10+) of former 
Chairs and members of the Steering 
group currently consists of:  
 
Sarah Bednarz 
Professor, Department of Geography 

Texas A&M University 
Texas, USA. 
Email: s-bednarz@tamu.edu 
  
Simon Catling 
Emeritus Professor of Education 
Oxford Brookes University 
Oxford, United Kingdom 
Email: sjcatling@brookes.ac.uk 
 
Hartwig Haubrich 
Emeritus Professor of Geographical  
Education 
Freiburg University of Education  
Freiburg, Germany 
E-mail: haubrich@ph-freiburg.de 
  
Joseph Stoltman 
Professor, Department of Geography 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo MI, USA 
Email: joseph.stoltman@wmich.edu 
 
Lex Chalmers 
Associate Professor of Geography  
University of Waikato 
Hamilton, New Zealand 
Email: lex@waikato.ac.nz  
 
Sibylle Reinfried 
Professor of Geography and Geographical 
Education 
University of Teacher Education 
Lucerne, Switzerland 
Email: sibylle.reinfried@phz.ch 
 
Margaret Robertson 
Professor of Education  
La Trobe University  
Faculty of Education 
Melbourne (Bundoora) 
Email: m.robertson@latrobe.edu.au  
 
1.2. Corresponding Members 
 
The location and contact details of the 65 
regional correspondents may be found in the 
CGE website at http://www.igu-cge.org/ 
where may also be found an interactive map 
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to assist those interested in the Commission 
to locate their nearest correspondent. 
 
The Commission on Geographical 
Education has members through a) those 
who attend its Symposia and IGU regional 
conferences and congresses; b) 
corresponding members who while unable 
to attend regular meetings, participate in the 
various publishing and research activities; 
and c) those who participate in the work of 
the Commission through the Commission 
Journal, International Research In 
Geographical And Environmental 
Education (IRGEE). The Commission 
currently has regular communication with 
777 people in 80 identified countries. It is 
interesting that relatively few new members 
joined our mailing list as a result of the 
Moscow Congress meetings in 2015. The 
breakdown of the current mailing list as of 

December 2015 is as shown in Figure 1 
below. 
 
The Commission has continued to place 
special attention on making contact with 
geographical educators in areas of the world 
not previously represented in our network 
including Africa, the Middle East, East Asia 
and Latin and South America. In particular 
we draw attention to our outreach in 
Bangladesh, Belarus, Botswana, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Iceland, Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho, 
Nigeria and the Philippines and our success 
in attracting women representatives from 
less developed countries. In the current 
reporting period we have also re-established 
contacts with geographical educators in 
India, France, Spain and more generally in 
South America. 
 

 

Argentina 3 Dominican 
Republic  1 Latvia 1 Slovak Republic 1 

Armenia 1 Denmark  8 Lesotho  1 Slovenia 4 
Australia  46 Egypt 1 Malaysia 6 South Africa 20 
Austria 4 Eire 10 Malta  3 South Korea 8 
Bangladesh 1 Estonia 2 Mexico 4 Spain 9 
Belarus 2 Ethiopia  1 Mongolia 1 Sweden 14 
Belgium 5 Finland 21 Nepal 1 Switzerland 18 
Bolivia 1 France 5 Netherlands 23 China-Taipei 2 
Botswana 2 Germany  62 New Zealand 21 Thailand 1 
Brazil 2 Greece 4 Nicaragua 1 Trinidad 1 
Bulgaria 5 Hungary 13 Nigeria  3 Tunisia 1 
Cambodia 1 Iceland 2 Norway 6 Turkey 29 
Canada 15 India  11 Oman  2 Ukraine 1 
Chile 6 Indonesia 1 Pakistan 2 Ulster – UK 3 
Hong Kong 11 Iran  2 Philippines 1 United Arab Emirates 2 
China - PRC 8 Israel 13 Poland 15 United Kingdom 106 
China-Taipei 6 Italy 8 Portugal 9 USA 81 
Croatia 2 Japan 32 Romania  2 Venezuela 1 
Cyprus 1 Kenya  2 Russia 6 Vietnam 2 
Czech 
Republic 19 Kyrgyzstan 1 Singapore  16 Zimbabwe 1 
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2. Meetings 
 
2.1. Meetings 2012-2016 
 
The Commission on Geographical 
Education engages with its constituency 
through five forms of meetings: 
 
a. Special sessions arranged with local 

organisers as part of IGU Congresses 
and Regional meetings;  

b. Symposia arranged by local organisers 
from within the Commission specific to 
the Commission; 

c. Face to face meetings of the Steering 
Group(+10) to which all interested 
parties are invited to attend conducted 
at an appropriate time during or 
immediately before or after IGU 
Congresses or Conferences and 
Commission Symposia;  

d. Virtual meetings conducted primarily 
for the Steering Group and Advisory 
Panel using various forms of internet 
collaborative software; and of particular 
note in the current reporting period; 

e. Special meetings with other 
organisations and working parties for 
specific purposes. 

 
The average number of participants in a 
Steering group meeting was 5-10 and the 
number of participants in an open discussion 
session during a conference of congress was 
15-50. The average number of meetings 
during a year was 5. 
 
Apart from the meetings already reported in 
our earlier annual reports, the major 
academic meetings of the Commission 
were: “The Power of Geographical 
Thinking”, held at Institute of Education 
(now The UCL Institute of Education) in 
London from April 13 - 15 2015 and the 
CGE sessions organised within the Moscow 
Regional Conference from August 17 - 21, 
2015. 
 
The Power of Geographical Thinking 
conference was organised by the UK 
Committee for IGU-CGE with the MA in 

Geography Education programme team at 
the IOE.  The conference was attended by 45 
geography educators. 
 
7 CGE sessions within the Moscow 
Regional IGU Conference saw the 
presentation pf more than 75 papers and 10 
posters as well as a special Teachers’ Day 
during which members of the Commission 
interacted with a group of their Russian 
Teacher colleagues in an exchange of ideas 
and proposals.  Finally, The Declaration on 
Research in Geographical Education (see 
www.igu-cge.org) was signed in Moscow. 
 
2.2. Progress on Programmes of Work 

established in 2012-2016 
 
This programme of work also includes the 
main issues discussed during the meetings of 
the Commission. The Steering Committee of 
the Commission identified seven 
international projects for the period 2012-
2016. Details of each of the projects are 
below: 
 
Creating a Geography Education 
Doctoral and PhD collection to enhance 
our knowledge about geographical and 
environmental education. The collation 
from around the world of the authors, titles, 
publishers and abstracts of successful 
doctoral theses and PhD studies in 
geographical and environmental education, 
(from all nations and in national languages) 
will be brought together in an on-line list on 
the IGUCGE website available for 
everyone. The Geography Education 
Collection may be accessed through the 
IGU.CGE website (www.igu-cge.org).   
 
The preparation of a digital list of 
significant papers, books or chapters on 
geographical education to help those who 
want to read about research and 
development in geography education is 
published on the IGU.CGE website 
(www.igu-cge.org). 
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The drafting of an edited book on 
geography education practice and 
research. This idea was proposed by 
Michael Solem and Simon Catling on 
“Rethinking Geography Education: 
International Perspectives on Scholarly 
Practices” for a series published by 
Springer. The ideas for this book are now 
used to realise a Book Series with the 
publisher Springer, see the item Academic 
Publishing below. 
 
The preparation of a review publication 
on geospatial practices and lessons 
learned. The coordinators of this work are 
Ali Demirci, Osvaldo Muniz and Joop van 
der Schee. They organised a book with 17 
chapters with the title “Geospatial 
technologies and geography education in a 
changing world”. Many colleagues 
participated in writing these chapters. The 
book was published by Springer in 2015.  
 
The setting up of geographical education 
‘Virtual geography communities of 
practice’. The Steering Group has initiated 
and recruited a network of Regional 
Contacts who are clearly identified on our 
website (www.igu-cge.org) and who act as 
local hubs for this virtual community.  
 
Support and connect Early Career 
Researchers (ECR) in geography 
education internationally. A further 
proposal associated with above relates to a 
scholarly analysis of the implementation of 
the scholarly process itself in the context of 
international doctoral work in geographical 
education. Such a study would intend to 
enhance both quality and quantity of 
international research in geographical 
education. This creative initiative has been 
initiated through offering particular support 
to early career researchers for example the 
publication following the London 
conference offered ECR support and a 
special focus on ECRs in all our conference 
social activities. 
 
 

Support the International Geographical 
Union Commission on Geographical 
Education Olympiad as an important way 
to promote geography, to stimulate 
understanding between young people and to 
help to improve the quality of school 
geography worldwide. The 12th 
International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) 
was held in Tver Oblast, Central Russia, 
from 11 to 17 August 2015. Participation in 
iGeo continues to expand, with 41 countries 
applying this year. Argentina, Armenia, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Philippines and Thailand 
competing for the first time. The 2015 iGeo 
was organized by the Ministry of Education 
and Science of the Russian Federation in 
cooperation with the Russian Geographical 
Society, Tver State University and 
Lomonosov Moscow State University. 
 
2.3. Additional Projects of Work 

established during the term of the 
Commission 

 
International Declaration on Research in 
Geography Education 
The Commission began work at the behest 
of the British subcommittee on this 
Declaration in 2014. Two key documents 
have been prepared: 
• A brief Executive Statement; 
• The full draft document: International 

Declaration on Research in Geography 
Education.  

These have been posted on the IGU CGE 
website: http://www.igu-cge.org/. Both 
documents can be accessed through the link 
in the box at the top right on the Home page. 
The draft was circulated widely for 
comments and was discussed at the CGE 
supported Geography Education 
Symposium in London in April 2015. It was 
formally signed in Moscow 2015.  
 
Academic Publishing 
We are pleased to announce that the 
Commission has now agreed a Book Series 
with the publisher Springer. The Series is 
entitled: Perspectives on Geographical 
Education, and the Commission Steering 
Group make up the Editorial Board. Editors 
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are dr. Clare Brooks and prof. Joop van der 
Schee. The aims and scope of the series are 
as follows: 
 
The Series will seek to publish authoritative, 
innovative and academically rigorous 
accounts of geography education research 
from around the world. Led by the priorities 
and criteria set out in the Commission’s 
Declaration on Geography Education 
Research, the series will play an important 
role in making geography education 
research accessible to the global 
community. Books within the series are 
likely to be drawn from meetings, 
conferences and symposiums supported by 
the Commission, but book editors will also 
be commissioned for special editions that 
correspond to the Commission’s ongoing 
programme of work. In this way, research 
published in the series will be up-to-date, 
responsive to the needs of the geography 
education community, internationally 
relevant and to a high academic standard. 
The Series will also seek to support the 
development of early career researchers in 
publishing high quality, high impact 
research accounts.  
 
A New International Charter on 
Geographical Education for the 21st 
Century 
The collaboration with other international 
groups in the field of geography and 
education 2014 resulted in meetings of IGU, 
EUGEO and EUROGEO in Rome, Utrecht, 
Malta and Krakow. At these meetings the 
idea was launched to develop an 
International Charter on Geographical 
Education for the 21st Century. In the 
autumn of 2014 several experts in the field 
of geography education gave their opinion 
about an International Charter on 
Geographical Education for the 21st 
Century: Prof. Sarah Bednarz (US), Prof. 
Ivy Tan (Singapore), Prof. Gregor Falk 
(Germany), Prof. David Lambert (UK) and 
Prof. Rob van der Vaart (NL). Their 
suggestions have been used to write a first 
draft of a new draft of an International 
Charter on Geographical Education for the 

21st Century in 2015. Drafts of the new 
Charter were discussed in the Steering group 
of the Commission and at a number of 
symposia and congresses including 
EUROGEO (Malta 2014), IGU Krakow 
(2015), EUGEO (Budapest 2015).  This 
draft has been written in close collaboration 
with representatives from groups of 
geographers all over the world focusing on 
geography education (including the South 
East Asia Geographical Association, 
EUGEO, EUROGEO and others).  
 
International Year of Global 
Understanding 
Prof. Benno Werlen took the initiative to 
organise an International Year of Global 
Understanding for 2016.  Although the 
project was not supported by the UN it is 
supported by the International Councils of 
the natural, social and human sciences 
(ICSU, ISSC and CIPSH). In 2016 and from 
2016 onwards research will bring together 
social and natural scientists and humanities 
scholars to gain an understanding of the 
global impacts of everyday local educations. 
Geography education plays a vital role in 
this process. The Commission on 
Geographical Education is involved in the 
team of Benno Werlen and will present its 
results at the IGU congress in Beijing. The 
Commission likes to link the IYGU 
initiative with the IGU OURSUS project of 
prof. Dietz and is preparing papers, 
workshops and discussions about 
sustainability and futures education for its 
2016 IGU.CGE meetings in Singapore and 
Beijing. 
 
WIKIGEO is an initiative of the 
Commission on Geographical Education 
(CGE) of the International Geographical 
Union (IGU) organised by Henk Trimp and 
Joop van der Schee (The Netherlands). 
Geographers in education from across the 
world are invited to share information on the 
geography education of 5-18 year olds in 
their country through an on-line 
questionnaire. Results have been published 
at www.igu-cge.org. 
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3. Networking 
 
3.1. Collaborations with other IGU 

commissions 
 
In Kyoto 2013,  Krakow 2014 and Moscow 
2015  the Commission participated in a joint 
session about academic teaching organised 
by IGU vice-president Joos Droogleever-
Fortuijn who is the liaison in the IGU 
Executive for education. The Commission 
agreed to offer full support for a new IGU 
initiative focusing on academic teaching in 
geography and submitted a formal proposal 
for how such an initiative might be 
implemented.  As a result, the Krakow 
conference included a special workshop on : 
"Improving your presentation skills: a 
video-training for young geographers", 
further details of which may be found at  
http://www.igu2014.org/index.php?page=pr
ogramme_workshops_04    
This workshop will also be organised at the 
2016 IGU congress in Beijng. 
 
3.2. Cooperative efforts with ISSC 

(International Social Science 
Council) and with ICSU (the 
International Council for Science) 
programs 

 
The Commission on Geographical 
Education endorses and promotes the goals 
of the Cultures and Civilizations for Human 
Development (CCHD) initiative which are 
1) to adopt approaches and undertake 
actions for valuing cultural identities and 
encouraging inter-cultural and inter-
civilizational cooperation, with a view 
toward pursuing the Millennium goals 
concerned with social concerns, and helping 
the operation of UNESCO conventions 
pertaining to intangible cultural heritage, 
cultural identities and manifestations of 
cultural diversity; and 2) to propose to the 
United Nations the proclamation of an 
international year on inter-cultural and inter-
civilizational collaboration for human 
development.  
 

The IGU.CGE has initiated discussions with 
TIMSS regarding the introduction of 
international testing standards for 
geographical education at school level. 
Steering Committee member Fernando 
Alexandre represented the Steering 
Committee at a recent TIMMS meeting in 
Lisbon, Portugal. 
 
3.3. Collaboration with other 

international, intergovernmental, 
and inter- and multi-disciplinary 
groups 

 
As noted in our 2013 Report, the 
Commission observed a proliferation of new 
professional bodies and publications 
focused on geographical education in 
Europe. In order to avoid unnecessary 
duplication and division of effort, the 
Commission worked with IGU President 
Vladimir Kolosov to arrange a meeting in 
Rome in September 2013 which resulted in 
the Rome Declaration on Geographical 
Education. 
 
Subsequently, the Commission facilitated a 
follow up meeting to develop a Road Map 
for Geography Education in Europe meeting 
in February 2014 in Utrecht, the 
Netherlands, attended by Van der Schee and 
Brooks (IGU-CGE) and the president of the 
IGU (Kolosov), the president of EUROGEO 
(Donert) and the president of EUGEO 
(Ottens).  
 
This Utrecht meeting was followed by a 
further discussion in Malta in May 2014 
where a group of 40 stakeholders listened to 
short addresses from the president of the 
IGU (Kolosov), the president of EUROGEO 
(Donert) and the president of EUGEO 
(Ottens) before engaging in a meaningful 
discussion on the implementation of the 
Rome Declaration and future collaborations.  
 
The Rome declaration was developed to 
become a new Charter for Geography 
Education, see ww.igu-cge.org. More 
recently, a fourth meeting was held in 
Krakow in August 2014 in a EUGEO 
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meeting and in an IGU meeting again 
including participation of the president of 
the IGU (Kolosov), the president of 
EUROGEO (Donert) and the president of 
EUGEO (Ottens) at which a group of around 
30 people continued the discussion and 
agreed that the issues required wider 
engagement at an international level through 
the auspices of the IGU and its Commission 
on Geographical Education, for example by 
closer collaboration with the South East 
Asia Geographical Association (SEAGA).  
 
At the 2015 IGU conference in Moscow two 
sessions were organised to discuss the draft 
Charter of Geographical Education which 
will be signed by the IGU Executive 
Committee at the 2016 IGU Congress in 
Beijng. 
 
The issues involved in these discussions 
have been discussed in two publications of 
the Commission led by Co-chair of the 
IGU.CGE, Prof Joop Van Der Schee: 
van der Schee, J. 2014.  "Looking for an 
international strategy for geography 
education" J-Reading 1(3) 9-14. (http://j-
reading.org/index.php/geography); 
 
van der Schee, J. Lidstone, J. and Brooks, C. 
2014. “Towards an international approach 
for geography education”. Geographia 
Polonica  87(2) 213-220. 
 
4. Publications 
 
4.1. Newsletter 
 
The Commission published regular 
newsletters by email and lodged them on the 
Commission website (www.igu-cge.org).   
 
4.2. Special Issues 
 
The Commission continues to publish 
International Research in Geographical 
and Environmental Education (IRGEE) 
through Taylor and Francis. ISSN: 1038-
2046 
 

IRGEE is published four times a year and 
serves four major purposes: 
a. to promote an expanded international 

interest in research in geographical and 
environmental education; 

b. to provide a forum for the critique of 
research studies and the discussion of 
relevant research issues in geographical 
and environmental education; 

c. to encourage the international 
dissemination of research in 
geographical and environmental 
education; and 

d. to demonstrate the relevance of research 
studies to good professional practice in 
geographical and environmental 
education. 

 
4.3. Other 
 
Muniz Solari, O. Demirci, A & Schee. J. van 
der (2015) Geospatial Technologies and 
Geography Education in a Changing World. 
Dordrecht. Springer (This publication has 
been facilitated by IGU Vice President Prof. 
Dr. Singh. 
A publication based on papers presented at 
the 2015 London Conference mentioned 
above is in preparation and will be published 
in the near future. 
 
4.4. Commission website 
 
The current web site of the Commission on 
Geographical Education may be found at: 
http://www.igu-cge.org/   
 
The website includes archived Newsletters 
as well as current details of all projects, 
publications and proposals. 
 
5. Archival Contributions 
 
All publications of the Commission, 
including all newsletters, monographs, and 
issues of International Research in 
Geographical and Environmental Education 
are sent to the IGU Secretary General soon 
after publication. See also the website 
ww.igu-cge.org for Newsletters of the 
Commission. 
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6. Future Meetings 
 
CGE Symposium Singapore 2016:  As a 
prelude to the main Beijing IGU Congress 
with the theme “Shaping our harmonious 
worlds”, the IGU-CGE will convene in 
Singapore before a field trip and further 
discussions during the journey from 
Singapore to Beijing via Shanghai.  
 
The main CGE conference will be in 
Singapore (14 – 16 August 2016) followed 
by a fieldtrip to Hangzhou and Suzhou with 
a special symposium held at East China 
Normal University (ECNU), Shanghai (17 – 
19 August 2016). The theme of the 
conference is “Geography that matters – 
empowering learners for a diverse world”.  
 
The IGU-CGE 2016 is grateful to the 
Southeast Asian Geography Association in 
collaboration with the Geography Teaching 
Society of China. True to the nature of 
Geography, the programme allows delegates 
an opportunity to engage a diversity of 
landscape and contexts while discussing key 
issues of geography education 
(igucge@gmail.com or see http://www.igu-
cge.org/).  
 
IGU Thematic Conference: The 
geographies of peace in La Paz, 24-25 
April 2017. The IGU is working in 
collaboration with the University of La Paz, 
and the XVI EGAL (Encuentre de 
Geografos de America Latina) to be held in 
La Paz, April 2017. The CGE is actively 
engaged in collaboration with the local 
organisers of this conference and more 
information will be available shortly.  
 
CGE Symposium Lisbon 26-28 October 
2017.  Steering Committee member 
Fernando Alexandre will host a Commission 
Symposium in Lisbon from 26-28 October 
2017. This will be organised together with 
young academics in geography education 
from Portugal. 
 
 
 

7. Continuation 
 
Dr Clare Brooks and Dr Chew Hung Chang 
are proposing a continuation of the 
Commission 2016 - 2020, acting as Co-
Chairs and compiling a new Steering Group, 
featuring many of the current Steering 
Group who are eligible to serve. The full list 
with names of the Steering Group members 
of the 2016-2010 IGU Commission on 
Geographical Education will be available in 
May 2016.  
 
The current Co-Chairs, and long-standing 
members of the Steering Group will be 
invited to continue their support of the 
Commission through participating as 
Honorary Members of the Steering Group.  
 
The 2016-2020 Commission for 
Geographical Education will seek to achieve 
the following objectives: 
 
1. Increase the visibility of the CGE. The 

Commission performs a vital function 
to support international collaboration, 
to act as a network for geography 
education researchers and as an outlet 
for geography education research. The 
2016-2020 Commission will develop 
ways of ensuring that the visibility and 
accessibility of these important 
functions are shared with a wider 
audience. The Commission will do this 
by building on the work of the 2012-
2016 Commission and the established 
Regional Contacts, and introducing 
other dissemination forms such as 
social networking and maintaining a 
stronger digital presence. 
 

2. Develop the CGE network. The 2012-
2016 Commission has greatly widened 
the reach and draw of the Commission 
and the IGU. The 2016-2020 
Commission will seek to develop this 
network further. There are two main 
strands to this objective: working with 
early career researchers to enable them 
to join the current CGE network and to 
fully participate in its events, but also to 
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encourage early career researchers to 
develop their own network of support 
and collaboration, to ensure a 
sustainable future for the community 
and the research it undertakes. The 
second strand is to build on the network 
of Regional Contacts and through them 
to spread the work of the Commission 
and disseminate its activities to a wider 
group. 

 
3. Enhance the quality of geography 

education research. Reviews of 
geography education research agree 
that the quality of the research can be 
high but it is piecemeal and fragmented. 
The 2016-2020 Commission will seek 
to promote and enhance high quality 
geography education research. This will 
build on the work of the 2012-2016 
Commission which published a 
valuable bibliography of important 
works in the field, and in the 2015 
Declaration of the Importance of 
Geography Education Research. The 
2016-2020 Commission will go further 
by agreeing on a set of benchmarks and 
quality standards for internationally 
recognized scholarship in geography 
education. 

 
4. Diversify the possible outlets for 

geography education research. The 
Commission for Geography Education 
has an established and respected 

journal: IRGEE. In addition, the 
Commission has supported a range of 
other publications. The 2016-2020 
Commission will seek to diversify the 
range and opportunities for the 
publication and dissemination of 
geography education research, 
including exploring opportunities for 
Open Access, as well as more 
traditional publications such as a 
Commission sponsored series 
(published through Springer). 
Publication and dissemination guidance 
will also be developed. 

 
5. Further attend to the application to 

practice. There is an increasing 
diversification of research applicable to 
geography education. However, 
criticisms have noted that there is a 
widening gap between the relevance 
and applicability of this research to the 
concerns and realities of practitioners. 
The 2016-2020 Commission will seek 
to support the teaching of geography 
around the globe, through developing 
stronger links with local professional 
associations, working with researchers 
to consider contextual issues that may 
affect applicability to practice, and 
encouraging the wider dissemination of 
practitioner research through the 
international communities. 
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C12.12 Geographic Information Science 

 
 
1. Membership 
 
The Geographic information Science 
Commission (GC) currently (January 2015) 
has 20 members from 17 countries. The 
number has increased since 2012. In 2012, 
2013 and 2014, the commission had 15 
members from Australia, Canada, China, 
Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Germany, 
India, Italy, Malaysia, The Netherlands, 
Russia and Sweden. This increase is due to 
a change, approved in 2015 at the GC 
commission’s business meeting in Moscow 
to move from the past “Commissioners” 
commission model to an open membership 
model with mainly members and a small 
executive board, which consists of 
commissioners until the end of their terms. 
Ultimately, the GC should have a chair, past-
chair and chair elect. Seven of the GC 
members are reaching the ends of their 
allowed terms and we began the process of 
finding new members and increasing the 
number of members last year. The current 
chair will reach the end of his term in August 
2016 and a replacement will be sought. The 
following list provides the members’ names, 
institutional affiliations and countries. 
 
Brian Lees, Professor Emeritus  
The University of New South Wales  
at the Australian Defence Force Academy 
Australia 
 
Zhou Chengu, Professor  
Chinese Academy of Sciences  
China 
 
Itzhak Benenson, Professor   
Tel-Aviv University  
Israel 
 
Jean-Paul Bord, Professor  
University of Montpellier  
France 
 

Francis Harvey, Professor   
Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography 
and Leipzig University  
Germany 
 
Rami Asiyanbola Olabisi  
Onabanjo University  
Nigeria 
 
Stan Geertman, Professor 
University of Utrecht   
The Netherlands 
 
Juri Roosaare, Professor 
University of Talinn  
Estonia 
 
Mauro Salvemini, Professor 
University of Rome - 1  
Italy 
 
Nadine Schuurman, Professor 
Simon Fraser University   
Canada 
 
Abdul Rashid Bin Mohamed Shariff  
Professor   
Universiti Putra Malaysia  
Malaysia 
 
Sivertun, Professor  
MVI/MTA Swedish National Defence  
College  
Sweden 
 
Dr. Andrey Medvedev 
Institute of Geography 
Russian Academy of Sciences  
Russia 
 
Vit Vozenilek 
Palacky University  
Czech Republic 
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Dr. Gina Weir-Smith  
Human Sciences Research Council  
South Africa 
 
Juan David Jones Ortiz, student  
Federal University of Santa Catarina 
Brazil 
 
Dr. Lars Brabyn, Senior Lecturer 
University of Waikato  
New Zealand 
 
Dr. Tarmo Remmel, Associate Professo 
York University  
Canada 
 
Dr. Sabine Timpf, Professor  
University of Augsburg  
Germany 
 
Since 2015, instead of use of the term 
commissioners to designate members, the 
GC became a member-orientated 
organization with a standing-committee of 
current chair, chair elect, and past-chair (ex 
ufficio) that provides leadership. The 
detailed distinction involves the following 
points: Members receive and can share 
information with other members related to 
the commission’s international engagement 
with GIScience. Members also belong to a 
pool of experts to draw on for reviews of 
materials submitted to commission for 
publication under its auspices. Standing-
committee members are involved in 
discussions and decisions about activities 
and priorities for the commission and 
participate regularly in IGU-sponsored 
events (conferences, workshops, congresses, 
etc). This new organization arrangement 
parallels the organization of many scientific 
committees and assures a core of active 
members involved more intricately in the 
commission on international issues of 
research, teaching, and outreach. 
 
We hope the change helps the commission 
and IGU better reach geographers around 
the world working on GIScience and GIS 
research. 
 

2. Meetings 
 
The GC organized Spatial Data Handling 
(SDH) in 2012, held in Bonn. Germany in 
advance of the IGC Cologne. The 
conference was supported by Prof. Dr. 
Sabine Timpf, University of Augsburg. 
Participants discussed a range of topics in 14 
full papers and 10 short papers. Prof. Matt 
Duckham, University of Melbourne, 
provided a provocative keynote presentation 
entitled “When Computing Happens 
Somewhere”. Although participation in the 
SDH conference, held every two years, 
remains on constant level, we would like to 
see it grow more, to around 100 participants.  
We also co-organized a GeoComputation 
meeting held August 2012 in Leeds, 
England. 
 
With the International Society for 
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensors 
(ISPRS) and IGU commission Modeling 
Geographical Systems (12.31) we are 
organizing a joint conference in Toronto, 
Canada from 6 to 8 October 2014. The 
commission is also beginning planning of 
the 2016 SDH conference in Beijing China.  
The GC organized Spatial Data Handling 
(SDH) in 2014 conjointly with the IGU 
Commission on Modelling Geographical 
Systems and with ISPRS as the Joint 
International Conference on Geospatial 
Theory, Processing, Modelling and 
Applications, held in Toronto. Canada from 
6-8 October. The local conference 
organization was aptly handled by Prof. 
Songnian Li and his staff and students from 
Ryerson University in Toronto.  
 
Over three days participants discussed a 
range of topics in 93 paper presentations and 
12 posters. Three keynotes provided anchors 
for discussions. While attendance remained 
low, due to overlaps with two other GIS-
related conferences at the same time in 
Canada and the temporal proximity to other 
international GIScience conferences, both 
members of IGU and ISPRS found the joint 
conference to be a fruitful foundation for 
future successful conferences.  
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While the 2016 SDH conference in Beijing, 
on the weekend before the IGU conference, 
will be organized solely by IGU 
organizations, the 2018 meeting should 
again be jointly organized. Planning of the 
event, led by Chengu, Zhou, Professor at the 
Chinese Academy of Science, has 
commenced. 
 
The year 2015 was a year between GC 
organized events. In 2014 the GC organized 
conjointly with the IGU Commission on 
Modeling Geographical Systems and with 
ISPRS as the Joint International Conference 
on Geospatial Theory, Processing, Modeling 
and Applications, held in Toronto. Canada 
from 6-8 October. The 17th Spatial Data 
Handling conference will be held on the 
weekend before the IGU General Assembly 
in 2016  
 
Over three days participants discussed a 
range of topics in 93 paper presentations and 
12 posters. Three keynotes provided anchors 
for discussions. While attendance remained 
low, due to overlaps with two other GIS-
related conferences at the same time in 
Canada and the temporal proximity to other 
international GIScience conferences, both 
members of IGU and ISPRS found the joint 
conference to be a fruitful foundation for 
future successful conferences.  
 
While the 2016 SDH conference in Beijing, 
on the weekend before the IGU conference, 
will be organized solely by IGU 
organizations, the 2018 meeting should 
again be jointly organized. Planning of the 
2016 event, led by Chengu, Zhou, Professor 
at the Chinese Academy of Science, is 
underway and the call for papers has been 
widely circulated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Networking 
 
With the Spatial Analysis commission and 
Applied Geography commissions we have 
collaborated on the organization of sessions 
at IGU regional conferences and also 
worked to maintain and deepen exchanges 
between our commissions’ members. 
Collaboration with ISPRS commenced in 
2014 and we plan to more regularly share 
information. Also, the GIScience 
commission is supporting a proposal in ICA 
to create a commission on Cartographic 
Semantics. The scope of the commission 
involves the creation of an international 
platform to support research on cartographic 
and geographic information ontologies and 
data sharing using web 3.0 standards and 
approaches, esp. linked data and RDF. 
 
4. Publications 
 
The proceedings from the 2012 SDH 
conferences were published by Springer 
Verlag in the Geographical Information 
Series. It contains 14 papers that were 
selectively reviewed in a double-blind 
process by at least two reviewers.  
 
The proceedings from the 2014 SDH 
conferences will again be published by 
Springer Verlag in the Geographical 
Information Series. It contains 19 papers 
that were selectively reviewed in a double-
blind process by at least two reviewers. 
These papers were also presented at the Joint 
Conference in Toronto and have gone 
through additional reviews, editing, and 
preparation for this signature publication of 
the GIScience commission. We are happy 
that colleagues in the IGU commission on 
Modeling Geographical Systems have been 
involved throughout the process.  
 
In 2015 the commission prepared no 
publications. In 2016 we plan to publish the 
SDH Conference Proceedings (selected 
papers) with Springer Verlag.
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C12.13 Geography of Governance 

 
 
1. Membership 
 
1.1. Steering Committee 
 
Ján Buček 
Department of Human Geography and 
Demography 
Comenius University 
Bratislava, SLOVAKIA 
Email: bucek@fns.uniba.sk 
 
Eiki Berg 
University of Tartu 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
Tartu, ESTONIA 
Email: eiki.berg@ut.ee 
 
Christine Bichsel 
Department of Geography 
University of Berne, 
Bern, SWITZERLAND 
Email: cbichsel@yahoo.com 
 
Futamura Taro 
International Institute of American Studies 
Doshisha University 
Kyoto, JAPAN 
Email: tfutamur@mail.doshisha.ac.jp 
cosmocalypso@gmail.com 
 
Tomasz Kaczmarek 
Institute of Socio-Economic Geography and 
Spatial Management 
Adam Mickiewicz University 
Poznan, POLAND 
Email: tomkac@amu.edu.pl 
 
Shannon O'Lear 
Department of Geography 
University of Kansas 
Lawrence, KS, USA 
Email: olear@ku.edu 
 
 
 
 

Pushkar K. Pradhan 
Central Department of Geography 
Tribhuvan University 
Kathmandu, NEPAL 
E-mail: pushkar.pr@gmail.com 
 
Andrew Ryder 
Department of Geography 
University of Portsmouth, 
Portsmouth, GREAT BRITAIN 
E-mail: andrew.ryder@port.ac.uk 
 
Carlos Nunes Silva 
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning 
Universidade de Lisboa 
Lisbon, PORTUGAL 
E-mail: cnsilva@fl.ul.pt; 
cnsilva@netcabo.pt 
 
Xiaohong Zhang 
Institute of Chinese Historical Geography  
Fudan University 
Shanghai, CHINA 
E-mail: 
zhangxiaohong@fudan.edu.cn
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1.2. Corresponding Members 
 
Number of corresponding members as of Decemeber 2015 
 

Argentina 5 Czechia 17 South Korea 8 Serbia 1 
Australia 7 Denmark 7 Lesotho 1 Slovakia 10 
Austria 11 Estonia 2 Lithuania 1 Slovenia 1 
Bangladesh 1 Finland 12 Mexico 2 South Africa 6 
Belarus 1 France 9 Nepal 4 Spain 8 
Belgium 8 Germany 31 Netherlands 16 Sweden 12 
Brazil 14 Hungary 15 New Zealand 6 Switzerland 32 
Bulgaria 1 India 8 Nigeria 4 China-Taipei 1 
Canada 17 Ireland 5 Norway 4 Tunesia 1 
China (PR) 5 Israel 8 Pakistan 1 Turkey 1 
Colombia 1 Italy 15 Poland 28 Ukraine 3 
Croatia 1 Jamaica 1 Portugal 7 UK  35 
Cuba 7 Japan 12 Romania 4 USA 51 
        Russia 11 Total 482 

 
1.3. Commission website 
 
http://www.igu-gog.org/ 
 
2. Meetings 
 
2.1. Meetings 2012-2015 
 
12-13 April 2012, Lisbon University, 
Lisbon, Portugal, 
"New Challenges for Local Governance"  
The conference addressed five main issues: 
the economic crisis and local government 
finance; local and regional government 
reforms; local public services provision; 
urban policies and sustainable development; 
and citizen e-participation. Among these 
topics within 14 sessions, the largest 
attention attracted impact of economic and 
financial crisis on local governments, as 
well as their role in crisis mitigation. The 
second well covered issue had been role of 
e-government and eparticipation in various 
administrative and decision-making 
processes. Nevertheless, also other issues 
like changes in public services delivery 
(rising intervention of public sector and new 

modes of regulation) and various new 
innovations in governance had been also 
extensively discussed. The conference was 
enriched by participants representing 
neighbouring disciplines, as political 
science, law, and planning. There was also a 
large number of participating PhD students. 
 
26 – 30 August 2012, Cologne, Germany 
32nd International Geographical 
Congress - “Down to Earth” 
Our work during 2012 Cologne IGC had 
been organized according to three sessions:  
 
1. Governance - key theoretical and  

methodological issues, main research 
directions;  

2. Innovations in public sector public 
administration reforms, public sector 
reorganizations, local finance and 
progress in planning;  

3. Governing development in regions, 
cities and rural communities (3). The 

 
Commission had been working for three 
days in 9 time slots. The attendance during 
our sessions oscillated from 15 to 45 
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persons. Thematically papers covered very 
actual topics linking governance and 
development issues in various contexts, 
including problems of governance in less 
developed countries. Diverse actual features 
of public sector operation had been 
discussed (public private partnerships, new 
approaches in western countries, search for 
more participatory and customers based 
approach, business environment support). 
Large cluster of papers focused on 
environmental governance and energy 
issues. 
 
15-17 May 2013, Comenius University, 
Bratislava, Slovakia 
“Finance in Transition / Financialization 
& Governance: Lessons for the Future” 
Although not large by number of 
participants, this was very successful 
meeting organized in cooperation with 
working group focusing on financialization 
within Regional Studies Association (mostly 
geographers and economists). Thanks to 
support of directly involved associations 
(RSA, IGU) and universities (Trinity 
College Dublin, Comenius University 
Bratislava), it was well accessible meeting 
without fees. We achieved good mixture of 
well-established and experienced scholars, 
as well as young scientists and PhD students, 
working in this more specific field. They 
presented and discussed the latest 
developments in 8 sessions, and two keynote 
speakers addresses (A. Swain, K. Botos). 
This conference fulfilled its ambition to link 
experiences concerning financial aspects of 
governance within private, as well as public 
sector. It confirmed rising intersections and 
practices in financialization. We could listen 
in research results concerning banking, 
global financial system, EU funds, public 
finance and local budgeting, investment 
finance, urban development finance, or 
financial regulation in various spatial 
perspectives. We enjoyed interesting, very 
stimulating and even provocative 
discussions concerning various aspects of 
current “architecture and geography” of 
financial worlds. 
 

4-9 August 2013, Kyoto, Japan 
IGU Regional Conference- “Traditional 
Wisdom and Modern Knowledge for the 
Earth's Future” 
Our sessions in Kyoto were covered by 
umbrella topic - „Traditions and innovations 
in governance: better meet the needs of 
people“. We could discuss during 4 sessions 
interesting issues concerning the role of 
traditions in modern governance and public 
administration organization. More 
presentation focused on planning and 
development programming practices 
influenced by governance. As more 
innovative issues we can consider case 
studies that analysed on governance in 
managing large cities, ports, or cities facing 
large development initiatives. In global scale 
it seems important rising attention paid to 
participatory structures in governance at the 
local and neighbourhood levels. 
 
14-16 August 2014, Adam Mickiewicz 
University, Poznan, Poland 
"New challenges in local, metropolitan 
and regional governance" 
This conference hosted our colleagues from 
Institute of Socio-Economic Geography and 
Spatial Management, in co-operation with 
Metropolitan Research Center, both at 
Adam Mickiewicz University (AMU) in 
Poznan (Poland). The conference had been 
organized under the auspices of the Mayor 
of City of Poznan. Papers had been 
organized according to 7 sessions, plus one 
keynote speaker presentation with 
discussion (Prof. P. Nijkamp). During the 
conference, we debated set of interesting 
issues related to current spatial social and 
economic development governance. 
Confirmed had been rising attention to 
issues of participation in public policies at 
various scales, including various 
technological tools aimed to enhance 
citizens participation. We also could observe 
that governance had been strongly affected 
by financial crisis and various processes 
related to public finance consolidation in 
many countries. Rising attention of 
geographers attract changes in processes of 
strategic planning, in which their ability to 
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integrate diverse aspects in spatial 
dimension is very useful. Current shift in 
favour of collaborative strategic planning 
seems very close to the concept of 
governance. We also could debate more 
cases in search for suitable governance 
model integrating cities and their hinterland. 
 
18-22 August 2014, Krakow, Jagiellonian 
University, Poland 
IGU Regional Conference – “Changes, 
Challenges, Responsibility” 
The Commission organised sessions within 
the main programme of IGU Regional 
Conference under one overarching topic - 
“Geography, governance and citizens’ 
participation”, finally with 5 sessions. It 
seems that issue of participation and role of 
stakeholders within planning and 
governance still needs long term research in 
various geographical settings. We also 
discussed search for reasonable balance of 
traditional “numerical democracy” 
(elections, referenda) and various innovative 
kind of participation. Nevertheless, more 
participatory and collaborative approaches 
are penetrating into more tradition 
perception of government and are changing 
it into governance, although it is not any 
easy, short and straightforward process. As 
an important field of research we can 
consider environmental governance, its 
impact on nature, and role of 
academics/experts in governance and public 
affairs in general. 
 
9-10 April 2015, University of Lisbon, 
Lisbon, Portugal "Local Government and 
Urban Governance: Citizen Responsive 
Innovation in Europe and Africa" 
Like previous Commission conferences in 
Lisbon (all organized by Institute of 
Geography and Spatial Planning), also this 
conference had very good response among 
the scholars all around the world. Initially, 
we obtained more than 100 abstracts that 
went through the review process, including 
scholars from Africa and Latin America, we 
were especially pleased. Final programme 
consisted of two plenary sessions, and set of 
parallel panel sessions (12 panel sessions) 

around issues of governance in Europe, 
urban governance in Africa, and ICT in 
urban governance. They covered interesting 
scope of issues in planning, administrative 
reforms, housing, services delivery (e.g. 
water, energy, homecare services), smart 
cities, urban regeneration, sustainable 
development etc. We were particularly 
pleased by final session with three key 
“speakers” (Doris Wastl-Walter, Brij 
Maharaj, Ari-Veikko Anttiroiko). They 
initiated very inspiring discussion that led to 
many important final remarks e.g. 
concerning future research directions in 
geography of governance. 
 
17-21 August, 2015, Moscow, Russia 
IGU Regional Conference - “Geography, 
Culture and Society for Our Future 
Earth” 
We enjoyed nice global participation of 
scholars, with many new participants 
coming e.g. from China, India and of course 
hosting country - Russian Federation. We 
organized three session streams in 7 time 
slots (focusing on widely debated issues 
related to our Commission profile. 
 
1. Governance between theory and praxis 

– multilevel and network governance in 
spatial perspective;  

2. Governance, government and 
development in rural and peripheral 
areas;  

3. Development, spatial planning and 
governance. Issues covered by 
presentations concerned actual 
developments in urban and rural 
governance, its intersection with 
planning, or interesting cases in 
studying environmental governance. 

Frequent had been focus on balancing 
various contesting interests within one 
territorial framework (e.g. including 
indigenous and tribal rural communities). 
Impact of central state policies as well as 
global markets in various spatial contexts 
also emerged as an important issue 
generating pressure for more innovative 
governance. 
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2.2. Future Meetings 
 
The Commission strategy will be to have its 
own annual meetings and participate on 
main IGU events. Annual conferences will 
be held mostly in places where current and 
future Steering 
Committee members are based. We plan one 
annual conference a year and additional 
sessions within thematic conferences and 
IGU congress. These two events a year will 
be at different continents, if possible. 
Among topics considered for future 
meetings are for example: changes in local, 
regional and metropolitan governance, 
multi-level governance, technological 
aspects of current governance, governance 
in planning, neighbourhood level 
governance, financialization of governance, 
governance in conflict and post-conflict 
areas, environmental governance. 
 
Tentative plan of future meetings: 
 
21 - 25 August, 2016 in Beijing 
The Commission plans more sessions within 
2016 IGC. We suppose have about 30-40 
papers organized in four sessions with more 
time slots. Proposed sessions reflect topics 
that emerged primarily within our 
discussions during earlier meetings and 
within Steering Committee consideration. 
• Environmental governance – spaces, 

actors and powers 
• In search for more inclusive governance 
• Citizen e-participation in local 

governance 
• Innovations in public sector, public 

administration and public services 
 
Commission Annual Conference 
(Europe) 2017 
Commission sessions will be proposed 
within the framework of planned thematic 
conferences (La Paz is already under 
consideration to strengthen linkages to Latin 
American colleagues) 
 
Commission Annual Conference – 
Europe/Asia 2018 

IGU Regional Conference, August 2018, 
Quebec City, Canada 
Sessions will be planned within this IGU 
event. 
 
 
Commission annual conference – 
Asia/Europe 2019 
Commission sessions will be proposed 
within the framework of planned thematic 
conferences 
 
IGU Congress, August 2020, Istanbul, 
Turkey 
Sessions will be planned within this main 
IGU event. 
 
3. Networking 
 
3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 

commissions 
 
Colleagues active also in other IGU 
Commission participated in our meetings. 
We were regularly present within IGU 
Regional Conferences and Congresses, 
which opened our sessions to other 
geographers as well. Our members also 
participate in events organised by other 
commissions. 
 
3.2. Collaboration with other 

international, intergovernmental, 
and inter- and multi-disciplinary 
Groups 

 
Conference - “Finance in Transition / 
Financialization & Governance: Lessons for 
the Future” in 2013 had been organized in 
co-operation with Regional Studies 
Association Research Networks on 
Geographies of Finance and Post-Socialist 
Transformations. 
 
Informally we have closer links to some 
other bodies like IPSA and its structures 
working on local government and 
comparative local government. 
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4. Publications 
 
Pushkar K Pradhan, Ján Buček and Eran 
Razin (eds.) 2013. Geography of 
Governance: Dynamics for Local 
Development. International Geographical 
Union Commission on Geography of 
Governance, Kathmandu/Bratislava, 254 
pages, ISBN: 978-9937-2-6508-9 
 
Silva C.N., Buček, J. (eds.) 2014. Fiscal 
Austerity and Innovation in Local 
Governance in Europe. Ashgate, 235 pages, 
ISBN 978-1-4724-3243-8 
 
Buček, J., Ryder, A. 2015. Governance in 
Transition. Springer, 341 pages, hardcover 
ISBN 978-94- 007-5502-4; eBook ISBN 
978-94-007-5503-1, DOI 10.1007/978-94-
007-5503-1. 
 
Selected papers from our conferences and 
sessions within IGU main events had been 
published in special issues of the 
"International Journal of E-Planning 
Research", "Lex Localis: Journal of Local 
Self-Government", “Acta Geographica 
Universitatis Comenianae”, Pravni Vjesnik 
– Journal of Law and Social Sciences. 
 
Currently under preparation: 
 
Local Government and Urban Governance 
in Europe. C.N. Silva and J. Buček eds. 
Springer 2016 
 
Special issue: Quaestiones Geographicae 
2016, No. 2. (Poland) 
 
5. Continuation 
 
5.1. Commission Mission 
 
Governance is among key concepts broadly 
accepted within current social sciences. 
Geographers have contributed significantly 
to its development. At present, the links 
between geography and governance are 
widely recognized. Through our established 
international research network, the 
Commission is studying substance, 

structures and processes of governance at all 
levels, in rural, as well as urban settings. 
Theoretical and methodological reflection of 
power struggles and collaboration between 
different actors, social groups and theirs´ 
interests are very important. 
 
We do not underestimate need to study very 
tacit but important relations among public, 
private and not-for-profit sectors in 
managing current society. To understand the 
impact of many new technologies on 
governance, also belongs to our main tasks. 
The Commission addresses issues to which 
extent changes in governance influence 
public policies and their efficiency. We are 
deeply involved in analyses of various 
collaborative and participatory practices in 
public administration and planning. We 
would like to provide policy relevant 
outcomes to many sensitive issues like 
development, poverty, human and 
citizenship rights, justice, values of self-
government, as well as public administration 
organization and reforms. It is part of our 
Commission tradition that as a geographers, 
we emphasize more complex, spatial and 
environmental perspectives that are often 
neglected e.g. by the political scientists, or 
economists. 
 
Among our primary interest is to encourage 
policy-oriented geographical research, 
facilitate collaboration and academic 
discourse between geographers and scholars 
active in other disciplines. We want to 
generate relevant body of knowledge, 
advising politicians and decision makers to 
base their work on scientific results and 
implement more efficient public policies. 
Within commission, we will pay attention to 
theoretical debates, empirical case studies 
and comparative research, as well as 
exchange of knowledge among various parts 
of the world. 
 
5.2. Steering Committee 
 
Commission Steering Committee is 
changing majority of its members. Its 
composition reflects main regions and 



- 163 -
163 

countries involved in Commission activities. 
There were introduced representatives of 
countries with more members, but until now 
not presented in Steering Committee (e.g. 
Italy, Sweden, Ireland). We took into 
account besides territorial diversity, also age 
and gender composition. New members also 
represent various subfields within 
governance studies. 
 
Chair: Carlos Nunes Silva 
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning  
Universidade de Lisboa 
Lisbon, PORTUGAL 
E-mail: cnsilva@fl.ul.pt; 
cnsilva@netcabo.pt 
 
Jiesheng An 
Center for Historical Geography 
Fudan University 
Shanghai, CHINA 
E-mail: jsan@fudan.edu.cn 
 
Ján Buček 
Department of Human Geography and 
Demography 
Comenius University 
Bratislava, SLOVAKIA 
E-mail: bucek@fns.uniba.sk 
 
Olga Glezer 
Geographical Institute 
Department of Social and Economic 
Geography 
Russian Academy of Sciences 
Moscow, RUSSIA 
E-mail: yalog@rambler.ru 
 
Tomasz Kaczmarek 
Institute of Socio-Economic Geography and 
Spatial Management 
Adam Mickiewicz University 
Poznan, POLAND 
E-mail: tomkac@amu.edu.pl 
 
Ilona Pálne Kovács 
Institute for Regional Studies 
Centre for Economic and Regional Studies 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
Pécs, HUNGARY 
E-mail: palne@rkk.hu 

Yosuke Maeda 
Faculty of Education 
Niigata University 
Niigata, JAPAN 
E-mail: y.maeda@ed.niigata-u.ac.jp 
 
Bríd Quinn 
Department of Politics and Public  
Administration 
University of Limerick 
Limerick, IRELAND 
E-mail: brid.quinn@ul.ie 
 
Peter Schmitt 
Department of Human Geography  
Stockholm University 
Stockholm, SWEDEN 
E-mail: peter.schmitt@humangeo.su.se 
 
Anna Trono 
Department of Cultural Heritage 
University of Salento 
Lecce, ITALY 
E-mail: anna.trono@unisalento.it 
 
Honorary Membership 
 
The Commission decided to nominate three 
distinguished long-term members, with long 
lasting deep involvement in Commission 
activities for the honorary membership: 
 
Professor Robert J. Bennett, Cambridge 
University, Great Britain, long-term Chair 
of the Commission (1988-1992) and 
Steering Committee member (1992-2004), 
has been among founders of the 
Commission and is permanently active 
member. 
 
Professor Doris Wastl-Walter, University of 
Berne, Berne, Switzerland, former Chair of 
the Commission (2000-2008) and Steering 
Committee member (1996-2000), is very 
active member of the Commission for more 
than 20 years. 
 
Professor Eran Razin, Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem, Israel, former long-term Steering 
Committee member (2000-2012), is 
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extensively contributing to the work of the 
commission in various fields of its activities. 
 
5.3. Future work plan 
 
The Commission membership is slowly but 
steadily rising, including number of 
countries involved. Our membership is 
expanding thanks to our meetings, 
publishing opportunities and information 
available via Commission web page. 
Commission is working for about 30 years, 
so membership replacement is under process 
(part of older members went to retirement, 
or even passed away). The Commission is 
“stronger” in Europe, North America, but 
the number of members and involvement of 
colleagues from Asia is steadily increasing. 
Despite some improvements, we will further 
focus on attracting new members from 
Africa and Latin America, where our 
membership is less impressive. We will 
work further to increase number of members 
from more Asian countries. We also will 
continue in providing enough activity space 
for young scholars and PhD students. 
 
The commission long term effort is to 
balance its own meetings (on annual base 
with exception of “congress years”), with 
sessions organized within large IGU events. 
We consider as a good idea “thematic 
conferences” linking together more 
commissions around particular “strong” 
theme. Truly speaking, large segment of 
membership prefer more specialised, 
smaller, efficient and “low cost” 
conferences. Increase in IGU financial 
transfer for the Commission will provide us 
chance to organize good conference without 
fees, or only with symbolic fees. Main 
Commission meeting planned for 2016 will 
be its sessions during IGU congress in 
Beijing. Plans for 2017 - 2020 will be 
specified later (they are outlined in earlier 
section of this report), according to  
discussions during Beijing meetings and 
after extensively renewed Steering 
Committee will be confirmed. Main meeting 
in 2017 will be in Europe. Sessions will be 
organized within planned 

2017 thematic conference. For sure, we will 
have sessions during Regional Conference 
in Quebec 2018. Next Commission annual 
conferences (2018-201) will be planned in 
Asia and Europe. We will consider 
participation in thematic conference in 2019, 
depending on its focus. We will be open to 
have additional two-three more specialised 
meetings focusing on hot issues in our field 
e.g. during meetings of large associations of 
geographers (e.g. as IBG/RGS, meeting of 
German speaking geographers, AAG, RSA, 
or in cooperation with associations in 
neighbouring disciplines as for example 
IPSA). 
 
The Commission has intention to expand its 
collaboration with partners we have already 
well established links (especially political 
scientists, regional scientists). In order to 
improve cooperation with other IGU 
Commissions, we welcome idea of thematic 
conferences, we are considering our 
participation. Within our publications and 
meetings we would like to strengthen links 
to local decision making institutions of 
hosting countries and sharing experiences of 
hosting cities, regions, or countries. 
 
We will continue to stay in contact as well 
as initiate our members´ activity by 
publishing Commission newsletter. Our 
permanent effort is to publish research 
results of our members as books, journal 
special issues, or edited and reviewed 
volumes. 
 
During year 2016 we will complete part of 
our previous research results as book in 
Springer publishing house and in one journal 
special issue. 
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C12.14 Geography of the Global Information Society 

 
 
1. Membership 
 
1.1. Steering Committee 
 
Chair: Mark Wilson  
Michigan State University  
School of Planning, Design and  
Construction  
East Lansing MI, USA  
E-Mail: wilsonmm@msu.edu  
URL:  
http://www.igu-informationsociety.org  
 
Vice Chair: Henry Bakis 
University of Montpellier III 
Montpellier, FRANCE 
E-mail: h.bakis@wanadoo.fr 
 
Executive Secretary: 
Vacant 
 
Kenji Hashimoto,  
Faculty of Education and Integrated Arts 
and Sciences 
Waseda University 
Tokyo 
JAPAN 
E-mail: hashimoto@waseda.jp 
 
Woo-Kung Huh 
Department of Geography 
Seoul National University 
Seoul, SOUTH KOREA 
E-mail: wkhuh@snu.ac.kr 
 
Tommi Inkinen 
Department of Geosciences and Geography 
Division of Geography 
University of Helsinki 
FINLAND 
Email: tommi.inkinen@helsinki.fi 
 
Aharon Kellerman 
University of Haifa 
President, Zefat Academic College 
Safed, ISRAEL 

E-mail: akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il 
Andreas KochDepartment of Geography 
and Geology 
Research Group Social Geography 
University of Salzburg 
Salzburg, AUSTRIA 
Fax: 0043 662 8044 525 
 
John Langdale 
School of Earth Sciences 
Macquarie University 
Sydney, NSW, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail: jlangdal@laurel.ocs.mq.edu.au 
 
Feng Li 
Department of Management Science 
University of Strathclyde 
Glasgow, UNITED KINGDOM 
E-mail: Feng@mansci.strath.ac.uk 
 
Sten Lorentzon  
Department of Human and Economic  
Geography 
University of Göteborg 
Göteborg, SWEDEN   
E-mail: hgeoslor@mark.econ.gu.se  
 
1.2. Corresponding Members 
 
Currently, there are more than 200 members 
on the Commission mailing list.  The 
locations include United States (31), France 
(13), United Kingdom (13), Germany (11), 
Australia (7), Japan (7), China (5), Korea 
(5), Sweden (6), Belgium (4), Finland (4), 
Italy (4), Canada (3), Greece (4), Israel (3), 
South Africa (2), Spain (2), Austria (1), 
Czech Republic (1), Estonia (1), Slovenia 
(1), Singapore (1), Netherlands (1), New 
Zealand (1), Poland (1) and unknown (57). 
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2. Meetings and Activities 
 
With the move to annual IGU meetings the 
Commission developed and promoted 
sessions as part of the official IGU meeting 
and suspended its own separate meetings.  
Members reported on the cost burden of 
multiple meetings in any one year, but with 
fewer IGU meetings in the future we look 
forward to holding our own events in non-
IGU meeting years.  In addition, the 
Commission has dedicated sessions as part 
of the AAG annual meetings in the United 
States and has organized occasional sessions 
with the Regional Studies Association.   
 
The themes addressed in Commission 
meetings fall into several categories; First, 
the spatial character of information and 
communication technology and use broadly 
defined, with emphasis on: a) ICT and 
quality of life; b) ICT and health; c) the 
contribution of ICT to new industries and 
regional economic development; and d) ICT 
and media.  Second, Commission members 
and sessions have increasingly addressed the 
role of knowledge and innovation as a 
geographic, social and economic 
phenomenon.  Third, collaborations with 
other Commissions on themes of digital 
culture, or regional information economies 
such as the Mediterranean Basin.  Finally, 
the Commission has collaborated with other 
Commissions to explore the role and impact 
of mega events on people and places.   
 
Details of specific meetings during 2012-16 
include: 
 
• 2014 April – AAG Tampa.  Two 

sessions on Mega Event Planning 
proposed in collaboration with the 
University of Zurich and the 
Universidade Federal Fluminense. 
 

• 2014 June – Commission organized two 
sessions as part of the Regional Studies 
Association meeting in Izmir. 

 
• 2014-August – Commission sessions 

with IGU Congress in Krakow, Poland.  

The Commission proposed three 
sessions on information society 
including knowledge and innovation, 
one session on Mediterranean 
information society with the 
Commission on the Mediterranean 
Basin, and one session on digital culture 
with the Commission on Cultural 
approach in Geography.  In addition, 
three sessions on mega event planning 
were held in collaboration with 
Commissions on Cultural Approach in 
Geography, Tourism, Leisure, and 
Global Change, Urban Geography, and 
the Mediterranean Basin 

 
• 2015 April – Commission support for 

two sessions as part of the AAG annual 
meeting in Chicago 

 
• 2015 August – Commission 

organized/co-organized 5 sessions for 
the IGU in Moscow 

 
• 2016 March – Commission organized 

one session for the AAG annual 
meeting in San Francisco 

 
• 2016 August – Commission organized 

5 sessions, and developed two joint 
sessions for IGC in Beijing 

 
3. Networking 
 
Information is disseminated regularly to 
Commission members via e-mail, including 
updates on Commission activities, meetings 
and publications of interests, and requests 
for information for scholars studying 
information society.  The Commission also 
uses its websites to inform members of 
activities.  The Commission website is 
www.igu-informationsociety.org, and the 
meeting website for special events is 
www.digitalcommunities.info  
 
Collaboration occurs with scholarly groups 
and with two journals.  Details include: 
IGU collaboration has been with a number 
of Commissions including the Commissions 
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on Cultural Approach in Geography, 
Tourism, Leisure, and Global Change, 
Urban Geography, and the Mediterranean 
Basin.  This collaboration led to sessions at 
the Krakow 2014, Moscow 2015 and 
Beijing 2016 IGU meetings. 
 
4. Publications 
 
The Commission works closely with two 
journals that offer peer reviewed articles 
central to the fields of communications and 
information technology: 
 
• NETCOM  is the official Journal of the 

IGU Commission on the Geography of 
Global Information Society, and is 
published under the auspices of the 
Study Group MTE (CNRS) and 
Université of Montpellier III, the 
International Geographical Union, and 
the French National Committee on 
Geography. NETCOM takes an 
interdisciplinary perspective on 
networks, communications, and space. 
 

• Journal of Urban Technology, has 
commission members on its editorial 
board and publishes articles, and when 
possible, special issues drawn from 
Commission, AAG and IGU conference 
sessions. 

 
5. Continuation 
 
For the past 25 years, the Commission has 
continued to evolve around the theme of the 
spatial character of information and 
communication technologies.  Over its life 
to date the commission has added new areas 
of expertise and interest, which will 
continue as we consider the next stage of the 
Commission’s mission.  In addition to the 
ongoing analysis of ICT and information as 
spatial phenomena, we have observed strong 
interest among members around the 
geography of knowledge and innovation, 
and it is this theme that we seek to add to our 
portfolio in the coming 2016-20 period. 
 
 

5.1. Commission Name 
 
The revised name of the Commission will 
be:  Commission on the Geography of 
Information, Innovation and Technology 
 
5.2. Commission Mission 
 
Space influences so many elements of 
contemporary society from the 
concentration of knowledge hubs, to the 
forms of collaboration and innovation, to the 
adoption, governance and use of information 
technologies.  As people and places are 
increasingly connected through information 
technologies and economies are driven by 
information and innovation, it is important 
for scholars to recognize and understand 
these phenomena.  The ability to create, 
manage and use information and knowledge 
are defining characteristics of many 
economies, yet our understanding of how 
these forces affect people and places is 
lacking.  The Commission on the Geography 
of Information, Innovation and Technology 
will address the spatial character of the 
stocks and flows of knowledge, the 
conditions surrounding innovation, and the 
role of ICT globally as a social force.  
 
5.3.  Steering Committee 
 
Chair: 
Tommi Inkinen 
Department of Geosciences and Geography 
Division of Geography 
University of Helsinki 
FINLAND 
Email: tommi.inkinen@helsinki.fi 
 
Vice-Chair: 
Kenji Hashimoto  
Faculty of Education and Integrated Arts  
and Sciences 
Waseda University 
Tokyo 
JAPAN 
E-mail: hashimoto@waseda.jp 
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Executive Secretary: 
Philippe Vidal 
Co-Directeur de la revue NETCOM  
JOURNAL 
Université du Havre 
Le Havre, FRANCE 
E-mail: philippe.vidal@univ-lehavre.fr   
 
Stefano Di Vita 
Politecnico di Milano 
Architecture and Urban Studies Department 
Milan, ITALY  
E-mail: stefano.divita@polimi.it 
 
Rein Ahas (invited) 
University of Tartu 
ESTONIA 
 
Aharon Kellerman (Chair Emeritus) 
University of Haifa   
President, Zefat Academic College 
Safed, ISRAEL 
E-mail: akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il 
 
Andreas Koch 
Department of Geography and Geology 
Research Group Social Geography 
University of Salzburg 
Salzburg, AUSTRIA 
Fax: 0043 662 8044 525 
 
Anastasia Stratigea (invited) 
National Technical University of Athens  
(NTUA) 
School of Rural and Surveying Engineering  
& Dept. of Geography and Regional 
Planning  
Athens, GREECE 
E-Mail: stratige@central.ntua.gr 
 
Emmanouil Tranos (invited) 
University of Newcastle 
UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Mark Wilson (Chair Emeritus) 
Michigan State University  
School of Planning, Design and 
Construction  
East Lansing MI, UNITED STATES 
E-Mail: wilsonmm@msu.edu  
 

Tan Yigitcanlar 
Queensland University of Technology 
Civil Engineering and Built Environment 
Brisbane QLD, AUSTRALIA 
E-Mail: tan.yigitcanlar@qut.edu.au 
 
5.4. Future work plan 
 
The work plan for the Commission for the 
2016-2020 period includes: 
 
• 2016, August – Participation in the IGC 

Beijing 
 

• 2017, April: Participation in the 
Association of American Geographers 
annual meeting in Boston, USA  

 
• 2017, summer:  Commission 

conference on innovation geography 
(location tbd) 

 
• 2018, August – Participation in the IGU 

regional conference in Quebec City, 
Canada 

 
• 2020 – Participation in the IGC Istanbul 
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C12.15 The Geography of Tourism, Leisure and Global Change

The Commission’s specific objective is to 
examine the geographical nature of 
tourism, leisure and global change. Tourism 
and leisure are seen as deeply geographical 
phenomena that do not happen in a socio-
spatial vacuum. They are understood as 
social and cultural activities occurring in 
space and time. Therefore, tourism and 
leisure are placed within wider societal 
contexts and human mobilities at local, 
regional, national and global scales. The 
current processes of globalization or global 
change in tourism and leisure geographies 
affecting communities and environments in 
different places are not seen as one 
dimensional but as interactional; 
globalisation and related mobilities in 
tourism and leisure are also mediated by 
local and regional factors creating unique 
outcomes in different places. 

The overall objectives of the Commission 
will be pursued over the life of the 
Commission through a set of research tasks 
that will be defined through discussions 
with members and modified as appropriate 
during the Commission meetings.

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

The current Commission Steering 
Committee members are listed in below. 
The committee contains 6 women and 5 
men and has representatives from Europe, 
Africa, North America and Asia. Moreover, 
it covers major language groups. 

Prof. Dieter K. Müller (Chair)
Department of Geography and Economic 
History
Umeå University, Sweden
E-mail: dieter.muller@umu.se

Prof. Alan A. Lew (Vice chair)
Department of Geography, Planning & 
Recreation 
Northern Arizona University, USA
E-mail: alan.lew@nau.edu

Prof. Sanette Ferreira 
Department of Geography and 
Environmental Studies
Stellenbosch University, South Africa 
E-mail: slaf@sun.ac.za

Prof. Carolin Funck 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences
Hiroshima University, Japan
E-mail: funckc@hiroshima-u.ac.jp

Prof. Jie Zhang
Department of Land Resource and Tourism 
Nanjing University, China
E-mail: jiezhang@nju.edu.cn

Prof. Alison Gill
Department of Geography
Simon Frasier University, Canada
E-mail: agill@sfu.ca

Assoc. Prof. Marek Wieckowski
Polish Academy of Sciences, 
Scientific Centre Paris
E-mail: mw.parispan@free.fr

Prof. Maria Gravari-Barbas
Institut de Recherche et d'Études 
Supérieures du Tourisme, Paris 1 Panthéon-
Sorbonne University, France
E-mail: maria.gravari-barbas@wanadoo.fr

Prof. Julie Wilson
Department of Geography
Universitat Rovira i Virgili, Spain
E-mail: julie.wilson@urv.cat
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Prof. Tim Coles
Business School
University of Exeter, UK
E-mail: T.E.Coles@exeter.ac.uk

Assoc. Prof. Anne-Marie d'Hauteserre 
Department of Geography, Tourism & 
Environmental Planning
University of Waikato, New Zealand
E-mail: adhautes@waikato.ac.nz

1.2. Corresponding Members

Since 2008 the Commission member 
directory has been based on the 
Commission IGUST -listserv: 
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
TourismGeography/, which substituted a 
manual listing. Unfortunately, the listserv 
information does not support country based 
member listing as it is based on members’ 
names and email addresses only. In 2013 a 
manual inventory was made allowing to 
identify 631 individual addresses, of which 
526 could be related to 67 countries. An 
update was made in early 2016. Now the 
665 individual members could be 
identified, of which 573 could be related to 
73 countries. 

1.3. Commission website

The Commission maintains a web page at: 
www.igutourism.org

2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2012-2015

IGU meetings

• Tourism Commission Pre-Congress 
Meeting, 22-25 August 2012, 
Trier/Mosel, Germany (ca 40 
participants)

• International Geographical Union 
Congress, 12 Tourism Commission 
Sessions, 26-30 August 2012, Köln, 
Germany (ca 80 participants)

• IGU Tourism Commission Pre-
Conference Tourism between Tradition 

and Modernity, 28 July-3 Aug 2013, 
Beppu, Japan (35 participants)

• 13 sessions at the IGU Regional 
Conference, 4-9 August 2013, Kyoto, 
Japan (ca 80 participants)

• New perspectives on Second Homes, 
10-13 June 2014, Stockholm, Sweden 
(35 participants)

• IGU Tourism Commission Pre-
Conference: Tourism and Transitions 
in a Time of Change,  13-17 August 
2014, Kraków / Pieniny Mts, Poland 
(35 participants)

• IGU Regional Conference: Changes, 
Challenges, Responsibilities, 18-22 
August 2014, Krakow, Poland (80 
participants)

• IGU Regional Conference Moscow, 
16-21 August 2015 (80 participants)

Sponsored meetings

• Sessions at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Association of Geographers, 
24-28 February, New York, NY, USA 
(ca 40 participants)

• Sustainable Tourism in Urban 
Environments, 20-22 April 2012, Hong 
Kong

• Sessions at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Association of Geographers, 
9-13 April 2013, Los Angeles, USA 
(ca 40 participants)

• Coastal, Island and Tropical Tourism, 
16-18 April 2013, Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah, Malaysia (ca 200 participants)

• Sustainable Tourism in Urban 
Environments, 20-22 April 2013, Hong 
Kong (ca 50 participants) 

• 2 sessions on Tourism for Peripheries? 
at the 5th Nordic Geographers 
Meeting, 11–14 June 2013, Reykjavík, 
Iceland (25 participants)

• Peripheral Landscapes and Frontiers in 
Tourism Research, 20-22 September 
2013, Kanas N.P., Xinjiang, China (ca 
100 participants)

• Sessions at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Association of Geographers, 
8-12 April 2014, Tampa, USA 
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• Tropical Tourism Outlook Conference 
- Nature, Culture and Networking for 
Sustainable Tourism, 8-10 August 
2014, Dambulla, Sri Lanka

• International Conference on 
Sustainable Tourism and Resilient 
Communities, Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, 6-8 May 2015 (40 
participants)

• 6th Nordic Geographers Meeting, 15 -
19 June 2015, Tallinn, Estonia (30 
participants)

• Tropical Tourism Outlook Conference, 
29-31 July 2015, Lombok, Indonesia

• EUGEO 2015, Budapest, Hungary, 
Budapest, 30 August – 2 September 
2015 (40 participants)

• German Congress of Geography, 
Berlin, Berlin, Germany, 1-6 October 
2015 (30 participants)

2.2. Summary of Meetings

The numbers of commission events, 
commission-organized and sponsored 
events, has been high and hence, this 
review focuses on self-organized events 
mainly. However, it can be noted that many 
of the sponsored event thematically mirror 
very well the topics raised during the IGU 
commission events.

The objectives of the commission have not 
changed since the establishment of the new 
commission in 2012. In accordance a set of 
research 'tasks' that were been defined 
through discussion with Commission 
members and modified as appropriate 
during the Commission meetings are the 
following;

Task 1 Interpreting the meaning of 
'sustainability' within the context of 
tourism, leisure and global change;
Task 2 The operation and regulation of 
tourism and leisure in a 'borderless world'
Task 3 The relationship of tourism and 
leisure to issues of time-space convergence;
Task 4 Tourism and leisure in the 
interaction between natural, rural and urban 
systems;

Task 5 The inter-relationship of tourism 
and leisure with place, identity and 
citizenship within the context of global 
change;
Task 6 The dynamics and capacities of 
communities and institutions in order to 
effectively contribute and respond to global 
change; and
Task 7 Contributing to relevant inter-
national research programmes associated 
with the aims and objectives of the 
Commission
Task 8 Examination of tourism's relation-
ships to global environmental change
Task 9 In relation to task 8 specific 
examination of tourism's relationships with 
global climate change.

2013

The main general outcomes from the 
meetings in 2013 are not least related to the 
heritage – development nexus. It has been 
shown that geographical context affects the 
outcomes of attempts to develop tourism. 
Here not least the increasingly global 
characteristics of tourism imply challenges 
to local stakeholders involved in destination 
development and management. This 
requires mutual global cultural 
understanding and sensitivity not least since 
many places show multiple layers of 
meaning to different stakeholders. The 
outcomes of the conferences also underline 
the continuing need to improve the 
understanding of impacts (benefits and 
costs) of tourism in a local-global nexus. 
Moreover, an improved understanding of 
the institutional preconditions in different 
places is necessary in order to achieve a 
sound comparison of development. Here a 
greater integration with other fields of 
geography certainly promises new avenues 
for research. This is also necessary in order 
to contribute to sustainable development 
where touristic mobility increasingly seems 
to become an important challenge and 
opportunity.

Tourism between Tradition and Modernity 
was the theme for pre-conference meeting, 
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31 July to 4 August 2013, for the IGU 
Regional Conference in Kyoto, Japan. 
Altogether more than 25 papers were 
presented in sessions on the following 
topics; Tourism in Asia; Branding and 
commodification; Tourism and nature; 
Wellness, body, spirit; Experience, 
interpretation and management. 
Participants came from Japan, China, 
Germany, the USA, Sweden, Norway, 
Finland, Poland, the UK, Slovenia, Israel 
and Ecuador. 

The IGU Regional Conference in Kyoto, 4-
9 August 2013 offered 13 sessions 
organized by the commission and 7 more 
sessions on tourism geographies. This made 
tourism one of the most prominent topics 
during the conference. Papers covered a 
wide array of topics and particularly the 
strong presence of Asian geographers 
provided a good opportunity to familiarize 
with current issues in Asian tourism 
geographies.

2014

The main general outcomes from the 
meetings in 2014 are related to the specific 
topics addressed during the conferences. 
The Stockholm meeting addressed second 
home tourism and reflected critically on 
previous findings and conceptualizations of 
second home tourism and mobility. 
Particular effort was however given to the 
issue of urban-rural relationships and 
governance of second homes as an 
increasingly global but also international 
phenomenon. A major outcome of the 
conference was however an extension of 
the second home idea into new fields like 
camping, caravanning, and other forms of 
self-catering accommodations. This was not 
least discussed in relation to identity and 
multi-local living.

The IGU Tourism Commission Pre-
Conference meeting “Tourism and 
Transitions in a Time of Change” was held 
in the Pieniny Mts in southern Poland and 
combined a mix of academic paper sessions 

and field trips in the touristically utilized 
borderlands to Slovakia. The conference 
topic was addressed with regards to various 
kinds of tourism-related transitions. Not 
least new preconditions for tourism after 
political-economic transition were 
highlighted. However, delegated even 
discussed aspects of climate change 
induced transitions. A major outcome of the 
meeting was certainly the insight that 
transitions imply not only winners and/or 
losers but often leave stakeholders in more 
volatile situations requiring awareness and 
skills to adapt. Also it should be noted that 
the pre-conference meetings attracted 
geographers from all continents and thus 
became a truly global event.

During the IGU Regional Conference in 
Krakow the Commission offered sessions 
on 7 selected topics and further co-
organized sessions with fellow 
commissions on additional 5 topics; 
Tourism, sustainability and global change; 
Tourism and regional development; Urban 
tourism geographies; Geographies of 
heritage and cultural tourism; Changing 
Dynamics of Tourism in Central Europe; 
Tourism in mountain areas; Publishing 
tourism geographies (Panel Session; 
Tourism and borders (together with 
Commission Political Geography);
Tourism, dark heritage and war 
(Commission Political Geography);Gender 
and tourism (Commission Gender and 
Geography); Tourism and marginality –
local initiatives shaped by global trends 
(Commission Marginalization, Global-
ization, and Regional and Local 
Responses); Mega-events (Commission on 
Global Information Society).

Hence, the commission was involved in 
altogether 22 well attended session slots 
featuring approximately 80 paper 
presentations. This underlines the great 
interest for tourism as a field of
geographical inquiry that has been already 
noted during the Cologne and Kyoto 
meeting. Obviously it is difficult to 
summarize such a scope and variety of 
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topics. The numerous attendance of 
geographers from Eastern Europe entailed 
however fruitful encounters of geographical 
traditions and, certainly, an important 
outcome of the conference is a greater 
mutual understanding regarding scientific 
approaches and ideas. A further outcome of 
the conference is an internationalization of 
not least Eastern European tourism 
geographies since many new contacts could 
be established. 

Particularly the panel session on 
“Publishing tourism geographies” turned 
out to be a great success attracting about 40 
delegates. This session was organized not 
least as a reaction on interest voiced by 
young scholars during previous meetings 
and aimed at encouraging international 
publishing ambitions. Not least attendees 
from Eastern European countries were 
appreciative regarding this initiative.

2015

The commission was among the more 
prominent stakeholders during the IGU 
Regional Conference in Moscow, Russia, 
16-21 August 2015. Altogether 
approximately 60 papers were presented 
during the 16 slots organized by the 
commission; Geography and regional 
development (6 session slots); Tourism and 
environment (3 slots); Tourism, mobility 
and information (1 slot); Tourism 
geographies (1 slot); Geographies of polar 
tourism (1 slot); Urban tourism (1 slot); 
Tourism and crisis (1 slot); Mega Events: 
The Role of Spectacle in Urban 
Development (2 slots) (together with 
commissions on Global Information 
Society, Mediterranean Basin, and Urban 
Challenges in a Complex World). In 
addition numerous posters on tourism 
geographies were presented as well. Not 
least geographers from Russia and Asia 
were attending, while the number of 
Western Europeans and Americans was 
limited. Nevertheless for those attending 
the conference program indeed offered a 
great platform for discussions on scientific 

approaches and illustrated the differences 
between tourism geographies in the East 
and in the West. 
Not least the Russian participants presented 
impressive empirical studies and mapping 
exercises. However theoretical papers also 
provided insights into different ways of 
thinking about how to do tourism 
geographies. Particularly the focus on 
touristic resources and their qualities 
characterized many of the Russian 
presentations. Moreover, discussions 
comprised the impacts of the Sotji Winter 
Olympics and the state involvement in 
tourism development in Russia and other 
countries. Even the impacts of the recent 
political tension caused by the Crimean 
crisis on tourism development was 
discussed during the sessions.

Summary

The location of IGU- and Commission-
events in Asia and Eastern Europe certainly 
contributed to integrate new perspectives in 
the the ongoing debate. The contrasting 
experiences displayed during the events 
indicated a further need for dialogue, 
geographical sensitivity and awareness as 
well as rethinking of approaches and 
models used within tourism geographies. 

However, even the changing geopolitical 
situation surrounding the events 
demonstrated a need to rethink political 
aspects as a major force framing and 
regulating tourism and mobility again, 
through the construction of new borders 
and boundaries.

2.3. Future Meetings

The Commission plans to organize, sponsor 
or co-sponsor the flowing meetings during 
2016:

• Sessions at the AAG Annual Meeting
2016, San Francisco, March 19 – April 
2, 2016
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• The International Conference on 
Sustainable Tourism and Global-Local 
Understanding: “Bridges between 
Global Thinking and Local Action”, 
Chines University of Hong Kong, 11-
13 May 2016 (celebrating the IYGU)

• Geography and Planning: Creating a 
New Tourism Landscape - Pre-
Congress Meeting in Suzhou & 
Hangzhou, China, 15-18 August 2016

• 17 sessions at the 33rd IGC Beijing, 
Shaping our Harmonious Worlds, 21-
25 August 2016 

The following commission sessions have 
been proposed for the IGC Beijing;

- Tourism and Empowerment Issues in 
Traditional Communities

- Tourism and Violence
- Tourism, Heritage and Globalization
- Urban Tourism  and Tourism 

Urbanization
- Lifestyle Mobility and the Local 

Community
- Tourism and Carbon Emissions  
- Tourism Planning and Destination 

Sustainability
- Tourism, Environmental Change and 

Sustainability
- Nature-based Tourism in Asia 
- Resilience Approaches to Managing 

Change in Tourism Places
- “Tourism Geographies” in Asia: 

Contrasting issues, approaches and 
traditions

- Tourism and Economic Geography
- Tourism and Environment
- ICT and Modern Technology in 

Tourism
- Tourism and Mobility
- Publishing Tourism Geographies 

(Panel session targeting young 
scholars)

- Is Tourism a Help or Hindrance to 
Global Awareness and Understanding? 
(Panel session celebrating the IYGU)

For 2017 the Commission has already 
started negotiations to organize IGU 
Commission meetings in France and Brazil 
in 2017. The commission aims further to 
continue cooperation with partners in the 
USA and Asia.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

The Commission conducted joint sessions
during the IGU regional conferences in 
Poland and Russia.

Pre-Conference 2014, Pieniny Mts, Poland
• Joint session with Commission 

Political Geography

Regional Conference in Krakow 2014
• Tourism and borders (Commission 

Political Geography) 
• Tourism, dark heritage and war 

(Commission Political Geography)
• Gender and tourism (Commission 

Gender and Geography)
• Tourism and marginality – local 

initiatives shaped by global trends 
(Commission Marginalization, Global-
ization, and Regional and Local 
Responses)

• Mega-events (Commission on Global 
Information Society, Commission 
Mediterranean Basin, Commission 
Urban Challenges in a Complex 
World) 

Regional Conference in Moscow 2015
• Mega-events (Commission on Global 

Information Society, Commission 
Mediterranean Basin, Commission 
Urban Challenges in a Complex 
World)

3.2. Collaboration with other 
Organisations

The Commission co-organized meetings or 
sponsored sessions in cooperation with the 
following organizations:
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2012
- AAG
- Chinese University of Hong Kong
- Tropical Tourism Outlook Conference

2013
- AAG
- Association of Japanese Geographers 

Study Group on Tourism and Leisure 
- Japanese Society for Geographical 

Sciences Tourism Working
- Nordic Geographers Meeting
- Chinese University of Hong Kong
- Tropical Tourism Outlook Conference

2014
- AAG
- Polish Geographical Society
- Polish Academy of Science
- Chinese University of Hong Kong
- Tropical Tourism Outlook Conference

2015
- AAG
- Nordic Geographers Meeting
- EUGEO
- German Geographical Congress
- Chinese University of Hong Kong
- Tropical Tourism Outlook Conference

4. Publications

4.1. Regular Publications

The Commission is involved in the 
production of four regular publications:

a) Tourism Geographies: The scientific 
journal Tourism Geographies was 
developed based on the IGU 
commission collaboration and the 
commission has a representative 
position in the editorial board. 
Commission Vice Chair Alan A. Lew 
is editor in chief. Furthermore six 
commission members are resource or 
consulting editors for Tourism 
Geographies. 

Since 2012 Tourism Geographies has 
published four volumes including 18 issues 
and more than 150 articles, many of those 
presented previously at commission events.

b) Tourism, Leisure and Global 
Change: The commission established 
in 2014 an online publication series 
Tourism, Leisure and Global Change 
(www.igutourism.com). The goal of 
the publication is to serve as a 
Proceedings publication and to publish 
papers and abstracts for all IGU 
Tourism Commission sponsored 
meetings, including both IGU regional 
meetings and other meetings that list 
the IGU Tourism Commission as a co-
sponsor. It is operated in cooperation 
with Prof Dr Lawal Marafa, The 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
Department of Geography and 
Resource Management. 

So far three volumes have been launched:
- Tourism, Leisure and Global Change 

Volume 1, 2014 (includes 31 articles)
- Tourism, Leisure and Global Change 

Volume 2, 2015 (includes 15 articles)
- Tourism, Leisure and Global Change 

Volume 3, 2016 (includes 15 articles to 
date)

c) Geographies of Tourism and Global 
Change: Several commission 
members have been involved in an 
initiative to establish a new book series 
titled “Geographies of Tourism and 
Global Change”. Negotiations with 
Springer were successful and the first 
volumes are expected to be launched in 
2016. The book series is edited by 
commission chair Dieter K. Müller 
(Umeå University), former commission 
chair and now IGU vice president 
Jarkko Saarinen (University of Oulu) 
and commission member Carolin 
Funck (University of Hiroshima). The 
series is published in cooperation with 
the IGU Commission of Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Change and 
additional members of the commission 
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are represented on the advisory board 
of the book series.

d) Commission Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Change 
Newsletter: The commission 
newsletter has been published online 
since 2012 with two issues annually. It 
is also send to all corresponding 
commission members.

4.2. Ad Hoc Publications

Besides these regular publications of the 
commission a number of ad-hoc 
publications have been outcome of the 
events organized by the commission:

Commission Meeting Tourism and Crisis, 
August 2010, Stellenbosch, South Africa is 
documented in; 
Visser, G. & Ferreira, S. (Eds.) (2013). 
Tourism and Crisis. London: Routledge. 

Commission Pre-Congress Meeting, 22-25 
August 2012, Trier/Mosel, Germany is 
documented in;
Kagermeier, A. (Ed.) (2012). Transforming 
and Managing Destinations: Tourism and 
Leisure in a Time of Global Change and 
Risks. Studien zur Freizeit- und
Tourismusforschung 7. Mannheim: Verl. 
MetaGIS-Systems. 

Commission Pre-Conference Tourism 
between Tradition and Modernity, 28 July-
3 Aug 2013, Beppu, Japan is documented 
in a special issue of Asia Pacific World 
(2014, vol 5:2)

Commission Meeting New perspectives on 
Second Homes, 10-13 June 2014, 
Stockholm, Sweden will be documented in;
Hall, C.M. & Müller, D.K. (2016). The 
Routledge International Handbook of 
Second Homes. Oxon: Routledge. 
(forthcoming)

Commission Pre-Conference Meeting, 
Tourism and Transitions in a Time of 
Change, 13-17 August 2014, Kraków / 

Pieniny Mts,, Poland will be documented 
in:
Müller, D.K. & Wieckowski, M. (2016). 
Tourism in Transition. Amsterdam: 
Springer (forthcoming)

Commission chair Dieter Müller and past 
commission chair Jarkko Saarinen 
contributed to the anniversary issue of 
Geographia Polonica on the occasion of the 
IGU Regional Conference in Krakow: 

- Saarinen, J. (2014). Tourism 
geographies: Connections with human 
geography and emerging responsible 
geographies. Geographia Polonica, 
87(3), 343-352.

- Müller, D. K. (2014). ‘Tourism 
geographies are moving out’: A 
comment on the current state of 
institutional geographies of tourism 
geographies. Geographia Polonica, 87 
(3), 353-365.

The Wiley Blackwell Companion to 
Tourism: Numerous commission members 
contributed to the state-of-the-art 
publication co-edited by commission vice 
chair Alan Lew;
Lew A.A., Hall C.M., & Williams, A.M. 
(Eds.) (2014). The Wiley Blackwell 
Companion to Tourism. Chichester: Wiley-
Blackwell.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Name

The suggestion for the upcoming period 
2016-2020 is that the Commission 
continues its work under the same name, 
i.e. 

Commission on the Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Change.

5.2. Commission Mission

The Commission’s specific objective is to 
examine the geographical nature of 
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tourism, leisure and global change. Tourism 
and leisure are seen as deeply geographical 
phenomena that do no happen in a socio-
spatial vacuum. They are understood as 
social and cultural activities occurring in 
space and time. Therefore, tourism and 
leisure are placed within wider societal 
contexts and human mobilities at local, 
regional, national and global scales. The 
current processes of globalization or global 
change in tourism geographies affecting 
communities and environments in different 
places are not seen as one dimensional but 
as interactional and interrelated; 
globalisation and related mobilities in 
tourism and leisure are also mediated by 
local and regional factors creating unique 
outcomes in different places.

5.3. Proposed Steering Committee

The proposed steering committee has been 
assembled with regards to gender (5 men/6 
women), geography (Europe, North 
America, South America, Africa, Asia, 
Oceania) and language (English, German, 
Spanish, Portuguese, French, Chinese, 
Japanese, Afrikaans, Swedish, Greek). 

Preliminary it consists of 3 old and 8 new 
members:

Professor Dieter K. Müller
Department of Geography and Economic 
History
Umeå University
Umeå, Sweden
dieter.muller@umu.se (Chair)

Associate Professor Velvet Nelson
Department of Geography and Geology
Sam Huston State University
Huntsville, TX, USA
vnelson@shsu.edu (Vice Chair) NEW

Professor Julie Wilson
Department of Geography
Universitat Rovira i Virgili
Vila-seca, Spain
julie.wilson@urv.cat

Professor Theano Terkenli
Department of Geography
University of the Aegean
Lesvos, Greece
terkenli@aegean.gr NEW

Professor Tim Coles
University of Exeter Business School 
Exeter, UK, 
T.E.Coles@exeter.ac.uk

Professor Remy Tremblay
Département Sciences humaines, Lettres et 
Communications
TÉLUQ - Université du Québec
Montréal (Québec), Canada
remy.tremblay@teluq.ca NEW

Professor Xu Honggang
School of Tourism and Management
Sun Yat-Sen University
Guangzhou, China 
xuhongg@mail.sysu.edu.cn NEW

Professor Regina Scheyvens
School of People, Environment and 
Planning
Massey University
Palmerston North, New Zealand
R.A.Scheyvens@massey.ac.nz NEW

Professor Gustav Visser
Department of Geography and 
Environmental Studies 
Stellenbosch University
South Africa
gevisser@sun.ac.za NEW

Professor Rita de Cássia Ariza da Cruz 
Department of Geography
University of Sao Paulo
Brazil, ritacruz@usp.br NEW

Associate Professor Takayuki Arima, 
Department of Tourism Management 
Teikyo University
Japan NEW
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5.4. Future work plan

An important point of departure for the 
work plan is that tourism is inherently a 
geographical phenomenon with social, 
cultural, economic, political, and 
environmental significance. Tourism 
creates links between people and places, 
and connects different cultures and 
environments. Moreover, tourism is a major 
force for global change. It creates 
geographical imaginations, human 
mobilities and flows of culture, ideas, 
values, commodities, and capitals, and 
influences society far beyond the 
immediate tourism industry. At the same 
time tourism is embedded in other global 
processes creating constraints and 
opportunities for its development. 
Furthermore tourism is an important cause 
for global environmental change. 

In a geographical tradition the commission 
addresses these issues with an integrated 
approach acknowledging the 
interrelationship of tourism to wider 
processes within society and environment. 
This is done at local, regional, national, and 
global scales demonstrating links between 
these scales as well as outcomes of global 
change for individuals, communities, and 
societies. Current processes of global 
change in tourism geographies affecting 
communities and environments in different 
places are also mediated by local and 
regional factors. This creates unique 
geographical outcomes and contributes to 
the transformation of place. The 
commission applies a truly global 
perspective highlighting development in 
different parts of the world and through that 
acknowledging tourism as a formative 
cause for societal and environmental 
change in an increasingly interconnected 
world.

These ambitions can be summarized in a 
number of objectives to be addressed in the 
period until the next IGC in 2020. In 
accordance a set of research 'tasks' have 

been defined as result of the outcomes of 
previous conferences;
Task 1: Interpreting the role of tourism 
and leisure as an agent of and tool for 
regional change and community 
development in rural and urban 
environments, not least as response to 
global change

Task 2: Examination of the tourism –
physical environment nexus, and 
particularly tourism’s interrelationship with 
global climate change

Task 3: Examination of the inter-
relationship of tourism, peace, violence, 
ideology, and political change

Task 4: Understanding tourism’s and 
leisure’s role for sense of place, identity, 
culture, citizenship, and global awareness

Task 5: Bridging the gap between tourism 
geography and other geographies

Task 6: Contributing to relevant 
international research programmes such as 
the IYGU associated with the aims and 
objectives of the commission 

For achieving this the commission plans to 
conduct comparative research and discuss 
the findings at annual conferences. Besides 
participating at the stipulated major IGU-
events in Quebec City (2018) and Istanbul 
(2020), the commission further aims to 
organize pre-meetings to these events 
dedicated to the above identified tasks. A 
preliminary meeting plan is as follows;

2017: Commission meeting (preliminary 
in Brazil)

2018: Commission IGU regional 
conference pre-meeting, Canada
IGU regional conference Quebec City, 
Canada

2019: Commission meeting (TBA)
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2020: Commission IGU regional 
conference pre-meeting, Turkey
IGU regional conference Istanbul, Turkey

Further the commission aims at 
participating at the stipulated IGU-thematic 
conferences relevant for the objectives of 
the commission. The major IGU-events 
will also be used to cooperate with other 
commissions. Moreover, in order to achieve 
a global perspective, the commission aims 
at organizing and sponsoring conferences 
on all continents. In order to facilitate this, 
a more prominent presence of the 

commission at national and regional 
geography meetings will be aimed for.
During the period 2012-2016 the 
commission accomplished a comprehensive 
set of publication channels, including a 
scientific journal, a book series, an online 
proceedings series, and a regular newsletter 
reaching more than 650 corresponding 
members. These channels will now be used 
to disseminate results of commission work 
and achievements to a wider academic 
audience.

C12.16 Geoheritage

Since 2000, geographers and geologists 
have met on several occasions to discuss 
the pertinence of an interdisciplinary 
perspective on Geoparks, linking geo-
conservation with endogenous local 
development. The latter has been one of the 
topics seriously undertaken by geographers 
during the last decades. The geographical 
perspective on Geoparks includes 
integrating landscape as its main concept; 
requires a holistic approach and trans-
disciplinary research to promote 
multicultural participatory bridges, and 
links local knowledge and practice into the 
research-development agenda. It 
encourages solid scientific inter-union 
linkages and focuses on establishing 
Geoparks in the world. It also promotes the 
research relations in the world and the 
exchanges in developing countries and 
developed countries. 

At the year of 2004, the IGU Executive 
Committee decided to launch the Geoparks 
task force on 30th IGC, an initiative that 
could bring a geographical perspective to a 
developed UNESCO program for the 
management and protection of the natural 
and cultural heritage. In 2008, the IGU 
Executive Committee decided to change the 

Geopark Task Force into Commission on 
Geoparks on 31st IGC.

1. Membership

The Steering Committee of Commission on 
Geoparks (2012-2016) is different with the 
committee of IGU-COG (2008-2012), and 
now it insists of 13 members from 10 
countries, 2012 -2016 and they are as 
follow:

Dr. Wei, Dongying, China 
Weidy@bnu.edu.cn  

José Luis Palacio Prieto, Mexico
palacio@servidor.unam.mx

Prof. Lloyd Richardson (Treasurer)
USA
drloyd@sbcglobal.net

Dr.Thandi Nzama, South Africa
atnzama@pan.uzulu.ac.za 

Prof. Dr. James Wilson, USA 
wilsonjh@msx.umsl.edu

Prof. Wolfgang Eder, Germany 
w.eder-geo@hotmail.de
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Prof. Nickolas Zouros, Greece 
nzour@aegean.gr

Prof. Wang Min (Secretary) 
China 
wangmin@bnu.edu.cn  

Prof. Carole Murphy, USA 
carole@umsl.edu

Prof. Peter Bobrowsky, Canada
pbobrows@nrcan.gc.ca

Dr.Aleš Smrekar, Slovenia
ales.smrekar@zrc-sazu.si

Dr. Subhash Anand, India
sanandpv@yahoo.co.in

Daichi Kohmoto, Japan
daichizu@gmail.com

2. Meetings

On 22nd May 2014, the commission 
members, Dr.Dongying wei, Dr.Lloyd 
Richardson, Dr.James Wilson and 
Dr.Carole Murphy had EC meeting in 
St.louis and discussed about the publication 
of the International Journal of Geoheritage 
and the editing issues.

On 15th Septermber 2015, the 
commission members, Dr.Dongying wei, 
and Dr.Carole Murphy and Dr. Lloyd 
Richardson had EC meeting in Beijing and 
discussed about the publication of the 
International Journal of Geoheritage and 
the editing issues.

International Geographical Union 
Regional Conference in 2015

IGU Regional Conference “Geography, 
Culture and Society for Our Future Earth” 
which was taken place in August 17-21, 
2015 in Moscow at Lomonosov Moscow 
State University, and Commission on 
Geoheritage had Geopark Session on the 
conference. More than 10 abstracts were 
submitted and about 20 participants 

attended the session and 8 of them gave the 
presentations. The sessions were chaired by 
Dr.Wei, Dongying.

3. Networking

IGU-COG cooperated with UNESCO, 
IUCN etc. international organizations about 
geopark programs and also with some 
national government, like China Ministry 
of Land and Resources and Ministry of 
Housing and Rural and Urban 
Development, China Ministry of
Environment Protection etc. to promote the 
education and protection of the geoparks. 
IGU-COG also cooperated with many local 
governments to promote the development 
of geoparks, like Xiuwu county in Henan 
Province, Shangrao City in Jiangxi 
Province, Taining County in Fujian 
province etc.

IGU-COG cooperated with Commission on 
Geography Education and Land Use and 
Coverage Commission in the past four 
years. IGU-CoG invited the members of 
Commission on Geography Education to 
attend the geopark meetings and 
conferences and discussed how to 
integrated Geography education in 
Geoparks. IGU-COG also has cooperated 
with LUCC on Environmental Map contest 
since 2004. IGU-COG encourages the 
middle school and high school students in 
China to participate in the environmental 
map contest organized by LUCC and gave 
some teachers training on it.

4. Publications

4.1. IGU-COG’s website is www.igu-
cog.org.

4.2. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
GEOHERITAGE

The first issue of International Journal of 
Geoheritage was published in June, 2013 
and the second issue was published in May, 
2014, the third issue and the fourth issue 
was published in June and December, 2015.
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The International Journal of Geoheritage is 
a, referred, multidisciplinary, international 
journal concerned with the management, 
policies, education, tourism, interpretation, 
economics, protection and sustainable 
development of global geoheritage. Here, 
geoheritage includes geoparks, national 
parks, protected areas, World Heritage 
sites, and other globally significant sites 
recognized for their geologic and 
geographical value. Covering methods and 
practice of geoheritage studies, the journal 
explores the ways of conservation and 
sustainable development of geoheritage. 
The journal seeks to promote divergent and 
pluralistic visions, ideas and opinions about 
geoheritage.

Editor in Chief: Wei, Dongying

Associate Editors:
Lloyd Richardson
Wang, Min

International Editorial Board:
James H. Wilson
José Luis Palacio
James N. Levitt
Nickolas Zouros
Ted Cable
Peter Bobrowsky
Carole Murphy

AIMS & SCOPE

International Journal of Geoheritage 
publishes original geoheritage-oriented 
papers addressing a broad range of fields 
including management, planning, policies, 
education, tourism, interpretation, 
economics, protection and sustainable 
development of global geoheritage. The 
papers, ideally, will be based on both 
conceptual and empirical studies and will 
be primarily geoheritage-focused. Our goal 
is to explore the ways of the conservation 
and sustainable development of geoheritage 
and promote divergent and pluralistic 
visions, ideas and opinions about the 
geoheritage.

This is a largely social-sciences-focused 
journal. The methods and practice of 
geoheritage, including geoparks, national 
parks, protected areas, World Heritage 
sites, and other globally significant sites 
recognized for their geologic and 
geographical values, will be included. 
Natural and physical scientists writing for a 
social science audience are also welcome 
contributors. To the extent possible, we will 
try to make the journal cross-disciplinary 
and transnational in scope.

We are inviting original papers in 
management, planning, policies, education, 
tourism, interpretation, economics, 
protection and sustainable development of 
global geoheritage, both 
conceptual/theoretical papers and case 
studies.
All articles that will be published in this 
journal will be taken rigorous peer view, 
based on initial editor screening and 
anonymous refereeing by independent 
expert referees.

PREPARING AND SUBMITTING 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT

Before preparing your submission, please 
visit the International Journal of 
Geoheritage homepage at www.igu-cog.org 
for full instructions for authors.

Papers for consideration should be 
submitted to the Editor. Authors are 
encouraged to submit manuscripts 
electronically. Electronic submissions 
should be sent as email attachments using a 
standard program such as MSWORD. If 
email submission is not possible, please 
send an electronic version on disc or CD-
ROM along with three paper copies, 
together with one set of high quality figures 
for reproduction, to the address below.

Editorial Office:
School of Geography
Beijing Normal University
No.19 Xinjiekouwai Street
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Haidian District, Beijing, China, 100875 
E-mail: igu.cog@gmail.com

Please make sure that your contact details 
are clearly visible on the outside of all 
packages you send to the Editor Office.
Submitted manuscripts are subject to peer 
view at the discretion of the Editor Office. 
In order to maintain anonymity during any 
refereeing process, authors are requested to 
refrain from, or keep to a minimum, self-
referencing.

There are no page charges in International 
Journal of Geoheritage.

5. Archival Contributions

International Journal of Geoheritage is 
available on http://igu-cog.org/journal.html.

6. Continuation

6.1. Commission Mission

IGU-COG’s mission: To promote the 
development of Geoheritage from the 
Geographical perspectives, and its detailed 
objectives are as following.

1) Communicate the role of Geoheritage 
as tools of education, recreation and 
nature conservation;

2) Further develop the concept of 
sustainability as applied to 
Geoheritage;

3) Communicate the importance of 
understanding a broad range of 
processes that affect the sustainable 
development of Geoheritage, including 
the natural environment, political, and 
socio-economic processes;

4) Communicate the results of the 
research by members of the 
Commission to various academic, 
industry and policy arenas in order to 
influence policy in an effective and 
appropriate manner.

C12.17 Global Change and Human Mobility

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chairperson
DOMÍNGUEZ-MUJICA, Prof. Josefina
Department of Geography
University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
Las Palmas, Spain
E-mail: 
josefina.dominguezmujica@ulpgc.es

Scientific Secretary
STANISCIA, Dr. Barbara
Department of European, American and 
Intercultural Studies
Sapienza University of Rome
Rome, Italy
E-Mail: barbara.staniscia@uniroma1.it

GALKINA, Prof. Tamara
Institute of Geography
Russian Academy of Sciences
Moscow, Russia
E-mail: ta@df.ru

ISHIKAWA, Prof. Yoshitaka
Department of Geography
Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University
Kyoto, Japan
E-mail: 
d54676@sakura.kudpc.kyoto-u.ac.jp

KING, Prof. Russell (tbc)
University of Sussex, U.K.
E-mail: R.King@sussex.ac.uk
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KRISJANE, Prof. Zaiga
University of Latvia
Riga, Latvia
E-mail: zkrisjan@lanet.lv

MAHARAJ, Prof. Brij
Department of Geography
University of KwaZulu-Natal
(Pietermaritzburg)
South Africa
E-mail: maharajb@ukzn.ac.za

MONTANARI, Prof. Armando
Department of European and Comparative 
Studies
Universita di Roma "La Sapienza"
Rome, Italy
E-mail: MD3046@mclink.it
PORTNOV, Prof. Boris

Department of Natural Resources & 
Environmental Management
Graduate School of Management
University Haifa, Mount Carmel
Haifa, Israel
E-mail: portnov@nrem.haifa.ac.il

POVOA-NETO, Prof. Helion
Institute for Urban and Regional Planning
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 
(UFRJ)
Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil
E-mail: helionpovoaneto@gmail.com

VANDERMOTTEN, Prof. Christian
Free University of Brussels
Brussels, Belgium
E-mail: cvdmotte@ulb.ac.be

1.2. Corresponding Members

The number of commission members in total and by country as of 14 March 2016:

Australia 4 Ghana 2 Mongolia 2 South Korea 2
Austria 2 Greece 1 Mozambique 1 Spain 12
Belgium 6 Hungary 9 Namibia 1 Sudan 1
Brazil 4 India 1 Nepal 1 Switzerland 2
Bulgaria 1 Iran 1 Netherlands 3 China-Taipei 2
Canada 4 Israel 4 New Zealand 1 Thailand 1
China 3 Italy 8 Nigeria 2 Tonga 1
Croatia 4 Japan 16 Norway 1 Tunisia 2
Czech 3 Latvia 3 Poland 5 Turkey 2
Fiji 1 Lithuania 1 Portugal 4 Uganda 1
Finland 1 Luxembourg 1 Romania 5 United Kingdom 8
France 3 Malaysia 1 Russia 3 USA 3
Germany 7 Mexico 1 South Africa 7 Vietnam 1

2. Meetings

2.1. IGU Regional Conference Krakow, 
Poland 2014

The Globility Commission organized its 
own sessions (“Krakow Meeting”) in the 
framework of the 2014 IGU Regional 

Conference. In the “Krakow Meeting” two 
different topics were discussed and 
developed.
The first topic - ‘New approaches to 
migratory policies in a mobile world’ -
tackled the issue of the crucial role played 
by the migratory policies in the world 
population flows. Imposing barriers has 
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determined how many immigrants can 
arrive, who can do it and in which 
circumstances. Moreover, migratory 
policies and regulations differ  not  only  
among  countries  but  in  the  course  of 
time, depending on the economic 
development and on the decisions of 
policy-makers. In accordance with the 
context of the global capitalism, migrations 
have intensified the interdependency of 
places, despite the increasing frictions 
between the free movement of capitals and 
the restrictions imposed to the human 
mobility. The presentations aimed at re-
thinking the characteristics of the migratory 
policies and at analysing case studies at the 
national and local scales. Topics such as 
circular migration, asylum policies, 
migratory policies in the external borders of 
EU, and the regulations of rural-urban 
internal migration were addressed and 
discussed.
The topic of the second session was ‘Re-
thinking the concept of human mobility: 
new theoretical advances’. The discussion 
revolved around a concept of human 
mobility that goes beyond rigid divisions 
and is geared to the study of different 
mobilities: those consumption-led and 
those production-led, the temporary and the 
permanent ones, the recurring and non-
recurring ones, the international and the
internal ones. Through these new 
approaches, a better focus on the theoretical 
issues of human mobility was developed. 
Therefore, in this session epistemological, 
methodological and applied researches 
from the perspective of different case 
studies were discussed.

In the field of epistemological approaches 
different schemes of migration systems 
were presented, from theoretical definitions 
to applied research, with a special attention 
to cross-border mobility and consumption-
led mobility. From the focus of
methodological approaches, the use of 
volunteered GPS trajectories to the 
calibration of a spatial interaction model 
was presented; finally, in the purest sense 
of novelty, an approach to the repercussions 

of attachment to place in the post- mortal 
mobility was introduced.

2.2. IGU Regional Conference Moscow, 
Russia 2015

The Globility Commission organized its 
own sessions (“Moskow Meeting”) in the 
framework of the 2015 IGU Regional 
Conference. In the “Moscow Meeting”, 
four different topics in four sessions were 
discussed.

The first one - ‘Human mobility and latest 
Census data: new evidences, new insights’ -
tackled the issue of availability of data 
related to human mobility in Population 
Censuses. The conclusions of the session 
confirmed that statistical data still vary 
from country to country. However, human 
mobility is still a phenomenon very 
difficult to measure and track. Data arising 
from Population Censuses - both in terms 
of stocks and flows - enhance the 
possibilities of researchers on this matter, 
as demonstrated in the papers presented by 
Genghe Gao (China) with respect to the 
inter-provincial flow of rural population in 
Henan province and by Rajan Bhandari 
(India) regarding the Tibetans immigrants 
in India. In the paper presented by D.V. 
Zhitin and A.I. Krasnov, the information 
provided by the last Census from Russian 
Federation allowed them to offer a new 
ethnic perspective of the population in St. 
Petersburg from the point of view of the 
spatial segregation.

The topic of the second session was 
‘Responses to displacement from Asia 
Pacific’. By focusing on forced 
displacement, the Session addressed these 
main themes: urban environment, climate 
change, and regional sustainability. The 
staggering global dimensions of forced 
displacements of people from their homes, 
and livelihoods due to development, 
disasters and environmental change were 
increasingly attracting attention at key 
intersections of research and practice. The 
session examined these issues through the 
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lens of people’s responses to forced 
displacements in the cases of the Three 
Gorges Dam (China) (Brooke Wilmsen, 
Australia) and in the case of Fukushima 
(Japan) evacuees (Jane Singer and Winifred 
Bird, Japan). A theoretical reflection was 
also presented by Susanna Price (Australia) 
with respect to the negotiation of 
settlements in forced displacements.

-The third session revolved around ‘People 
on the move. The perspective of the life 
cycle and the role of gender’. The mobility 
processes explained as a consequence of 
the interaction between migration policies, 
trade, labour market and welfare policies, 
on the one hand, and the people’s decisions 
and practices, on the other, were examined 
in the case studies presented by Parreño-
Castellano, Domínguez-Mujica and Díaz-
Hernández, from Spain, linking the labour 
life courses of migrants with their lifestyle 
preferences in the Spanish tourist 
destinations.

The presentation of Manuela Bauer, from 
the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität 
München (Germany), focused on the close 
relationship between labour market, 
international volunteering, tourism and 
education, through the perspective of the 
youth mobility in the called ‘gap year’. The 
findings of a research conducted in 
Germany indicated that there is a difference 
in the gap year migration behaviour of 
young women and men. This theoretical 
contribution was not only a characterization 
of the target group, but also a scientific 
contribution to geographical life cycle 
research in questions of adolescent 
behaviour and role of gender.

An important turn was given in the last 
presentation of this session from people to 
places. Alexander Fetisov, from Russian 
Federation, introduced the importance of 
spatial proximity in the intensity and scope 
of the neighbourhood interactions, 
concluding the need to reinforce the study 
of distance as a key variable in all models 
of human mobility.

In the last session, with the title ‘Real and 
virtual borders, the challenge of human 
mobility’ four contributions were 
presented. The building of fortress-spaces 
with solid physical borders occurs 
simultaneously with the tendency to 
fluidization of borders because, beyond the 
measures of control, perceptions and wills 
of people contribute in destroying barriers 
to move. This was demonstrated in the 
presentation entitled ‘Beyond the migration 
policies: understanding the emigration of 
young-skilled Spaniards in the context of 
economic and financial crisis’ by Josefina 
Domínguez-Mujica, Ramón Díaz-
Hernández and Juan Parreño-Castellano, 
from Spain.

Transnationalism was the theoretical 
framework of analysis developed in the 
contribution presented by Maria Savoskul, 
from Russian Federation, ‘Emigration of 
Russian Germans to Germany and 
transnational links with Russia’. In this 
presentation the classification of Russians 
living in Germany in three different groups 
of ethnic identity was the target of the 
research: “Real Germans”, “Russian 
Germans” and “Russaki (Russacks)”. Kira 
Morachevskaia, from Russian Federation, 
focused the attention on the transborder 
connections in the Russian-Belorussian
borderland, applying the “core-periphery” 
model. The purpose of the study was to 
determine the role of central or peripheral 
position of the settlement/town in the 
intensity of transborder connections.

Finally, in this session, Montasser 
Abdelghani, from Oman, developed an 
analysis of ‘The hierarchy of workers, 
according to nationality, in the labour 
market of the Sultanate of Oman’, shedding 
light on the peculiar socio-geographical 
location of immigrants in Gulf countries.

2.3. EUGEO Congress, Budapest 2015

The Globility Commission organized its 
own session (“Budapest Meeting”) in the 
framework of the 2015 EUGEO Congress. 
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In the “Budapest Meeting”, the session 
entitled ‘Changing world, changing human 
mobilities: global convergence and 
divergence’ consisted of six slots.
Theoretical approaches and interpretations 
of the concept of human mobility were 
presented. Progresses and advancements 
made in the field since the year 2000 were 
analyzed and summarized, and possible 
tracks for future developments were 
indicated.

-Migration (permanent, temporary, circular, 
return; voluntary, forced; legal, illegal; 
international, intra-European, national, 
regional; gendered; highly skilled, low-
skilled; pre- and post- world economic 
crisis; pre- and post- EU enlargement; ) was 
one of the main topics of the session. 
Explanatory factors were identified and 
spatial, social, economic and political 
impacts of migration were discussed with 
reference to specific case studies - mostly 
in Eastern Europe - and, also, specific 
minorities (ex. Roma). Attention was paid 
to rural-peripheral vs. urban-central areas, 
to the changes occurred in Eastern Europe 
after the political and economic transition, 
to the difficulties in hosting societies in 
accepting immigrants. The role of 
recruitment agencies was explored for the 
specific case of Japanese highly-skilled 
workers in Germany and the role of 
national policies in favouring the return of 
migrants was explored for Hungary.

Tourism (medical and thermal tourism; 
cross-border; VFR; ecotourism; rural 
tourism; food tourism; cultural tourism) 
was an important topic of the session. A 
multifaceted perspective characterized 
presentations and discussions: tourists’ 
needs and attitudes, perceptions of tourists 
in tourist areas, tourist industry and 
enterprises (especially hotels), tourist 
resources. Marketing techniques and tools 
were presented, together with innovative 
tourist products with reference to several 
case studies, especially in Eastern Europe. 
Tourism as a modifier of the borders and 
boundaries was presented with relationship 

to two case studies (French-Andorran and 
US-Mexican borders). Problems such as the 
seasonality of tourism in some areas were 
tackled and new parameters for the 
statistical analysis were proposed.

-Residential mobility was presented in the 
specific case of Riga (LV), explanatory 
factors and spatial patterns were identified.

-Daily commuting and new modes of 
transportation were two topics discussed in 
the session. Car sharing as a form of 
networked mobility in Hungary, difficult 
accessibility of educational facilities in 
Latvian rural areas, gender differences in 
the use of public transportation in Croatia, 
were good examples of divergences in the 
contemporary world.

3. Networking

Globility has maintained contacts with 
other IGU Commissions to promote joint 
sessions in the IGU regional conferences or 
congresses. As mentioned, the IGU 
Commissions on ‘Population Geography’ 
and ‘Global Change and Human Mobility’ 
developed a successful joint session in the 
2015 IGU Regional Conference in 
Moscow; there are two joint sessions 
planned for the upcoming 2016 Beijing 
Congress in order to strengthen the 
collaboration between Globility and the 
IGU Commissions on ‘Population 
Geography’ and ‘Urban Geography’.

The most important obstacle to Globility 
Commission is to promote the organization 
of meetings out of the context of IGU 
events, because in recent years, universities 
around the world have experienced 
significant financial constraints; these have 
made difficult for a very large number of
researchers to take part in the planned 
meetings, despite their interest in the 
Commission’s activities, expressed to the 
Globility meetings’ organizers by email. 
Nevertheless, in 2013 Globility 
Commission joined the “Bamberg 
Meeting”, organized by the University of 
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Bamberg, as mentioned above. Even more, 
the EUGEO Congresses – held in 2013 
(Rome) and 2015 (Budapest) – gave the 
opportunity to exchange knowledge on the 
issue of “Global Change and Human 
Mobility” among the Commission’s 
members, since Globility has organized its 
own sessions in both congresses.

More recently, the collaboration between 
the Universities of Chemnitz (Germany) 
and Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (Spain) -
through the Globility Commission -
obtained funds to deepening in the study of 
new flows of young skilled Mediterranean 
citizens to other EU countries. A book is in 
preparation and it will be published in 
October 2016 by Transcript. It will be 
edited by Birgit Glorius (a member of the 
Globility Commission) and Josefina 
Domínguez-Mujica (chairperson of the 
Globility Commission). The volume is the 
outcome of the conference “Migration and 
Crisis – understanding migration dynamics 
from Mediterranean Europe in the context 
of economic and financial crisis” held in 
Chemnitz (Germany), on 19th and 20th 
May 2015.

Other important success of Globility is the 
forthcoming book with the homonymous 
title of the Commission: ‘Global change 
and human mobility’, edited by the chair of 
Globility, Josefina Domínguez-Mujica and 
containing contributions from its more 
active members. This volume with 
seventeen chapters will be published under 
the Springer series entitled ‘Advances in 
Geographical and Environmental Sciences’ 
whose Editor is Professor R. B. Singh, 
Vice-president of IGU. 
http://www.springer.com/us/book/9789811
000492

At last, and recently, an active group of 
researchers of the Globility Commission, 
got funds for a research project related to 
youth mobility in the framework of the 
Horizon 2020 Programme (H2020-
YOUNG-SOCIETY-2014); an additional 
project proposal has been submitted in 

relation to the call H2020-SC6-REV-
INEQUAL-04-2016 and is, now, in the 
evaluation process.

4. Publications

For a list of member publications please see 
the commission website at:

http://www.globility.org/

The Globility website is run by an IT 
independent supporter, webmaster, under 
the supervision of the Chairperson of the 
Globility Commission, Prof. Josefina 
Domínguez-Mujica, and under the 
management of the Scientific Secretary, Dr. 
Barbara Staniscia. The website has a new 
domain since 2014 and represents the major 
tool for exchange of information among the 
members of the Globility Commission.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The Commission appeals to scholars 
interested in the issue of changes and 
mobility across the world. Owing to its 
ability to link locations and societies, 
human mobility is receiving an increasing 
academic attention among scholars. The 
‘Globility’ commission (Global Change 
and Human Mobility) promotes a new 
reading and recognition of human mobility 
in the context of globalization, to deepen in 
the exchange of knowledge with regard its 
different forms such as migration and 
tourism, namely, the diverse practises in 
which human mobility is displayed through 
different countries and societies. The 
geographical perspective allows researchers 
to find this common nexus as an important 
issue in the process of interrelation between 
global phenomena and local manifestations.

5.2. Steering Committee

Chairperson
DOMÍNGUEZ-MUJICA, Prof. Josefina 
Department of Geography
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University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
Las Palmas, Spain 
E-mail: 
josefina.dominguezmujica@ulpgc.es

Scientific Secretary
STANISCIA, Dr. Barbara
Department of European, American and 
Intercultural Studies
Sapienza University of Rome 
Rome, Italy
E-Mail: barbara.staniscia@uniroma1.it

FONSECA, Prof. Maria Lucinda
Centre of Geographical Studies
University of Lisbon Alameda da 
Universidade
Lisboa, Portugal 
E-mail 1: lucinda.fonseca@netcabo.pt
GÖLER, Prof. Dr. Daniel
Department of Geography
Otto-Friedrich University of Bamberg
Bamberg, Germany 
E-mail: daniel.goeler@uni-bamberg.de

ISHIKAWA, Prof. Yoshitaka
Department of Geography
Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University 
Kyoto, Japan
E-Mail: 
d54676@sakura.kudpc.kyoto-u.ac.jp

KRISJANE, Prof. Zaiga
Institute for Urban and Regional Research 
University of Latvia 
Riga, Latvia
E-mail: zkrisjan@lanet.lv

LI, Dr. Wei
Department of Geography
School of Justice and Social Inquiry
Arizona State University
Tempe, USA
E-mail: Wei.Li@asu.edu

MAHARAJ, Prof. Brij
Department of Geography
University of KwaZulu-Natal 
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa
E-mail: maharajb@ukzn.ac.za

MENDOZA, Dr. Cristóbal
Dpto. de Sociología
División de Ciencias Sociales 
Humanidades
Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana-
Iztapalapa
Delegación Iztapalapa, México 
E-mail: cmp@xanum.uam.mx

MICHALKÓ, Dr. Gábor
Geographical Research Institute
Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
Budapest, Hungary
E-mail: michalko@helka.iif.hu

MONTANARI, Prof. Armando
Department of European and Comparative 
Studies
Sapienza University of Rome
Roma, Italy
E-mail: armando.montanari@uniroma1.it

PORTNOV, Prof. Boris
Department of Natural Resources & 
Environmental Management
University Haifa Mount Carmel
Haifa, Israel
E-mail: portnov@nrem.haifa.ac.il
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C12.18 Hazard and Risk

What is the Commission on Hazard 
and Risk 2012-2016?

IGU Commission on hazard and risk 
includes disaster science, disaster risk 
reduction and risk reduction governance 
missions in both the human dimension and 
physical dimension. Human geographers 
discuss the governance for mitigation, 
historical disasters compared recent 
disasters, regional planning with disaster 
mitigation under the rapid land use and land 
cover change with urban sprawl and natural 
disaster evolution, the local community 
activities for strengthening of disaster 
resilience and social structure with disaster 
risk, risk communication and disaster 
resilience, and physical geographers discuss 
natural environment structure related with 
natural disaster in each subject and each 
location, such as, climatology, 
geomorphology, bio-geography, soil 
science and hydrology using remote 
sensing technology and GIS through 
observation, measuring, recording, and 
analyzing. The young geographer 
involvement is important mission for our 
commission. The future earth program is 
including disaster mitigation in sustainable 
development.

What is the Mission of CHR?
We have the following missions for the 
2012-2016 Commission:

• To construct academic networks with 
related agencies working in 
geographical and engineering 
approaches for hazard and risk science. 
The Commission will promote further 
collective engagement in research 
projects with these organizations. The 
commission aim is to research and 
share information with each other, and 
publish mission result using 
geographical approached for hazard 

and risk for mitigation such as GIS
technology with remote sensing and 
landscape studies.

• To work to involve young researchers 
in Geography. Given the discussion 
networking each region in the 
Commission, and considering north 
and south balance of disaster risks, we 
have close links to several international       
disaster prevention associations and 
work with IRDR commission.

• IGU Commission on hazard and risk 
for 2012-2016 activities works with the 
IGU Task Force on the risk 
management theory to develop a 
sustainable organization to support this 
key endeavor for the future of the 
disaster discipline. We have found it
useful to have the taskforce linked to 
the Commission through the former 
commission SC member Dr.Juergen 
Weichselgartner, Senior Science 
Coordinator of LOICZ and PEAMSE 
activities. The aim is to promote round 
tables for discussions on risk 
management and to contribute to social 
interchange, in particular

• To extend the work on the role of 
geography in for living with natural 
disaster. This process began with a 
contribution to the business meeting in 
German 2012, and proceeded with the 
registration of the statement on 
website, and the distribution of the 
statement to all national communities 
represented in the IGU. The 
Commission survey uptake of the 
concepts on sustainable development 
in curriculum materials, and promote 
the prompt ideas in working    
conferences  and workshop  of  the    
Commission.
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• To development of statistical 
approaches to evaluate regional risks 
from the knowledge of atmosphere-
related and lithosphere related    
hazards statistics linked with GIS and    
remote sensing technology.

• To collect the issue for desertification 
and to development of solution method 
against desertification. And to collect 
cold region issue because of important 
issue for mitigation of natural disaster 
under the climate change.

Role of CHR
The scientific and technical program of 
CHR is organized by 10 commission SC 
members and web master. Each SC is 
comprised of a number of Working Groups 
which are responsible for particular topics 
within the Commission’s areas of 
responsibility. The CHR session program 
includes a regional IGU conference and 
regional workshop held in the participant 
country organized by SC member. And we 
are supporting to young geographers for 
information exchanges of natural disaster 
science.

Activities of CHR – mitigation and 
disaster assessment

This working group was formed to 
investigate, from a scientific and technical 
point of view, the role of remote sensing in 
managing the consequences of natural and 
man-made disasters and aims at informing 
and activating people involved in disaster 
monitoring, mitigation and damage 
assessment from both from public 
institutions and private companies. To 
promote research plan in the regional 
meetings and planning to main conference 
IGU2016 China for involvement of young 
geographers for hazard and risk 
commission session.

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee
Chair: Shigeko Haruyama
Email: haruyama@bio.mie-u.ac.jp
haruyama@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Vice Chair: Enrique Novoa-Jerez
Email: jnovoa@userena.cl

Victor G. Jetten
Email: jetten@itc.nl

Sergey A. SOKRATOV
Email: sokratov@geol.msu.ru

Marek Degorski
Email: m.degor@twarda.pan.pl

Doracie Zoleta-Nantes
Email: doracie.zoleta-nantes@anu.edu.au

Sue-Ching Jou
Email: jouchen@ntu.edu.tw

Ingo J. Hahn
Email: ingo.hahn＠uni-muenster.de

Blaz Komac
Email: blaz.komac@zrc-sazu.si

Secretary: Hiroshi Shimazu
Email: Shimazu＠ris.ac.jp 
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1.2. Corresponding Members

Number of Corresponding members of the Commission is 351.
Members’ countries are as follows:

Azerbaijan 2 Czech 5 Italy 3 Portugal 1
Austria 1 Egypt 5 Japan 90 Russia 32
Australia 3 Finland 1 Korea 6 Sri Lanka 1
Bangladesh 9 France 5 Mexico 3 Slovak republic 1
Brazil 4 Germany 18 Myanmar 7 Vietnam 29
Canada 2 Hungary 3 Nepal 2 Thailand 13
Chile 9 India 12 Netherlands 7 Turkey 1
China-Taipei 9 Indonesia 8 Philippines 2 UK 5
China Beijing 11 Israel 4 Poland 25

2. Meetings

2.1. IGU 2015 Moscow

IGU2015 report is in 
http://igu.aikotoba.jp/IGU_report.html

In this conference, we provided three 
commission sessions and the following 
reports (32 presentations) were presented. 
The research categories are classified 
analysis using GIS and remote sensing, 
hydrologic analysis, social dimension of 
natural disaster, geomorphologic analysis
with disaster damage, disaster with rapid 
land use and land cover study, etc. We 
collaborated to discuss each other for future 
disaster management system using 
geographical skills.

Session 1 Resilience 
Chair: Shigeko Haruyama

Hydrological regime fluctuations and its 
dangerous consequences for the rivers of 
Europe (Kireeva M., Frolova N, Rets E., 
Telegina E.)

GIS based flash flood runoff simulation 
model for upper Teesta River Basin - Using 
ASTER DEM and meteorological data 
(Abhisek Chakrabarty, Subhra Prakash 
Mandal)

Resilience and the memory of catastrophes 
(Antoine Le Blanc)

The Relationship between Real Estate 
Transactions by Fukushima Refugees and 
Land Price Changes after the Great East-
Japan Earthquake (Shin'ya Kawamura)

Environmental hazards, vulnerability and 
sustainability issues in Sunderbans of west 
Bengul, India (Twisha Singh, Anuradha 
Banerjee)

Creation of tools of warning and prevention 
of impacts of the dangerous natural disaster 
(Evgeny Vyazilov, N.Chunyaev) 

Flood risk of the middle reaches of the 
Amur in land cover changing (Shigeko 
Haruyama, Mizue Murooka

Session 2 Anthropogenic influence on 
natural hazards and risks
Chair: Sergey A.Sokratov

Impact of Artisanal Gold Mining on Soil 
Quality in Banyumas District, Central Java, 
Indonesia (Wawan Budianta) 

Natural disasters and land-use/land-cover 
change in the southwest coastal areas of 
Bangladesh ( Md Ubydul Haque)
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Geinformational technologies for thematic 
mapping based on remote sensing data 
(Paul Kargashin, Boguslav Novakovskiy, 
Anna Prasolova, Roman Permyakov)

Transformation of landscapes of coast 
Caspian Sea and experience of landscape 
planning (Mammadov Ramiz, Elbrus 
Kerim Alizade)

River runoff of boreal watersheds with 
anthropogenically transformed land cover 
(Zakhar Bortnovsky)
Estimation of social-economic risks for the 
territory of adverse and dangerous natural 
phenomena spreading (Badina Svetlana, 
Vyacheslav Baburin)

Land use-vegetation-landslide interactions 
in the mountainous region of Rio De 
Janeito State: basis for risk assessment and 
management (Ana Luiza Coelho Netto, 
Anderson Mululo Sato and Leonardo 
Esteves de Freitas)

Landslide risks in Chuvashia (Russia) 
(Nikolai Petrov, Inna Nikonorova)

The Environmental Geomorphological 
assessment for urban expansion in Al-
Khiran Marine city- Kuwait (Ahmed 
Hassan) 

Risks of natural-technological accidents in 
Russia: geographical analysis of the 
database (Petrova Elena)

The System of National Indicators for 
Evaluation of the Progress in Combating 
Land Degradation (the experience of 
Belarus) (Yatsukhno V.M., Savchenko 
V.V.,Sauchyk S.F.)

Innovative methods of seismic monitoring 
as a necessary part of the area security 
system (Svetlana Kishkina) 

Identification of technogenic dust in 
Murmansk city based on the results of 
chemical analysis (Roman Kazyulin) 

Dangerous hydrological phenomena at the 
Don River mouth and the influence on them 
of water management actions 
(D.V.Magritsky)

Coal Mining and Rural Livelihoods in 
Chhattisgarh , India : An Empirical 
Analysis ( Pushpendra Singh)

Session 3 Natural hazards and risks in 
Arctic and cold regions environment 
(Joint session with Commission on Cold 
region) Chair Sokratov S.A., Jose Novoa
Natural hazards in Polar Regions – a review 
(Sokratov S.A., Shnyparkov A.L., 
Koltermann K.P.)

Are the risks of drought at the regional 
level lessened by a potential melting of 
permafrost in the semiarid Chile Andean? 
(JOSE NOVOA)

Glaciers and their impact on human activity 
(Govorushko S.M.)

Social and environmental significance of 
snowstorms (Govorushko S.M.)

The tendency of hazardous geological 
processes development on the territory of 
Russia at the beginning of the XXI century 
(Krestin B.M, Malneva I.V., Kononova 
N.K.)

Formation of storm surges in the Dvina Bay 
of the White Sea (V.S.Arkhipkin, S.A. 
Dobrolyubov, A.D. Korablina) 

Landslide risk in the Northern Caucasus 
(Shnyparkov A.L., Baburin V.L., Gavrilova 
S.A., Grayznova V.V., Danilina A.V., 
Martynov A.V.)

Recent rockfalls and rock avalanches in the 
high mountains (case study of the 
Caucasus) (Elena Savernyuk)

Assessment of glacial lake outburst flood 
and debris flow hazard in Northern 
Afghanistan (Chernomorets S.S., 
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Savernyuk E.A., Dokukin M.D., Tutubalina 
O.V., Viskhadzhieva K.S.)

2.2. IGU Regional Conference in 
Krakow, Poland 18-22 August 2014

IGU 2014 report is in http://www.bio.mie-
u.ac.jp/~haruyama/igu/

IGU Commission sessions on hazard and 
risk were specific five categorized sections 
of government, academic initiative and 
partnerships of reduction, resilience, 
anthropogenic influence on natural hazards 
and related risks, and there were excellent 
41 presentations. The following sessions 
are discussed in IGU 2014. We got the 
results of discussion as followings; 
geomorphologic condition is important for 
disaster occurrence and we need 
appropriated information of landform on 
site. The second results are anthropogenic 
influence for natural disaster levels and we 
need more discuss mitigation method 
including rapid land use change. 
The following presentations are impress for 
us:

Session for Government, academic 
initiative and partnerships on reduction 
of risks from natural hazards and 
disasters for adaptation to climate 
change

Doracie Zoleta-Nantes: Strengthening and 
capacity of Philippine local government 
units and state universities on climate 
change adaptation and disaster risk 
reduction

John Tiefenbacher: Prospects for climate 
change focused greenhouse gas emissions 
mitigation in United State communities-
discrimination of the committed 
communities using their economic, 
behavioral and social characteristics.

Session for Disaster and resilience

Wojciech Pokojski et al.: Climate natural 
hazards in Poland- an attempt to assessment 
the indicators 
Burghard Meyer et al.: From regional 
climate change to landscape hazards 
operationalization of the impacts 

Jisoo Kim et al.: Possible threat on cultural 
heritage by flooding in Seoul

Krzytof Blazeiczk: Acoustic climate of 
selected sections of road corridors in 
Poland

Hirotsugu Fujita: Reconstruction support 
utilizing old maps remaining in the disaster 
area of the 2011 Tohoku earthquake

Session for Anthropogenic influence on 
natural hazards and related risks

Jodwiga Gorajska: Changes in the 
geometry of selected sections of the Vitsula 
channel in the foreland of the Carpathian 
Mountains due to river regulation in the 
19th and 20th centuries

Yuriy Efremov: Conditions of mudflows 
formation on the greater Caucasus

Sergey Sokratove et al.: Anthropogenic 
pressure in mountain environment and 
related changes in snow avalanches and 
debris flows activity

Marek Degorski: Impact of heavy roads 
traffic on soil properties and human well-
being

Artur Magnuszewski et al.: Sulejow 
reservoir eutrophication- how to quantify 
and solve the problem by eco-hydrology 
approach? 

Zsuzsanna Foldi et al.: Social awareness of 
climate change related risks- synthesis of 
pilot studies from central and south east 
Europe
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Dorota Rucinska: Social vulnerability 
estimate and space scale analysis

Chun Chieh Chi: Post disaster socio 
cultural resilience among indigenous 
Taiwanese in south China-Taipei

Session for Land use change and urban 
flood

Hiroshi Shimazu: Flash flood caused by a 
severe short time downpour in highly 
urbanized Tokyo metropolis

Jose Novoa: Geomorphological risk and 
maximum flow tendencies in climate 
change context (semi-arid, South America) 
LIDAR data

Marta Borowska-Stefaniska: Land use on 
the areas exposed to floods in Lodz region
Bozena Degorska et al: Adaptation of 
spatial development of big cities to climate 
change on example of Warsaw 
Opportunities and threats

Session for Adaptation and governance 
for future climate change and disaster

Nsikan-George Emana: Addressing 
procedural gaps in the formulation of 
climate change adaptation policy- case 
study with the Nigeria adaptation policy

Kimoto Koichi et al.: Comparative analysis 
of agriculture productivity and its 
relationship in the distribution of livestock 
as an indicator of desertification in 
Karnataka state, India

Sergey Dobrolyubov et al.: Storm activity 
in future climate and assessment of socio-
economic risks within Russian coastal 
zones

2.3. IGU Kyoto Regional Conference 
2013 August 4-9, 2013 Kyoto 
International Conference Centre

IGU2013 report is in http://www.bio.mie-
u.ac.jp/~haruyama/igu/

Commission prepared the following 8 
commission sessions and there are 89 
presentations in Kyoto conference. In the 
sessions, risk management, social 
interchange, geo-hazards, atmosphere-
related hazards, ecosystem and biotic 
interactions with natural catastrophes, 
disaster prevention and early warning 
system, risk assessment and risk 
communication, disaster risk and conflict 
are discussed. Geo-hazards included land 
slide, coastal erosion, volcanic hazard and 
also earthquake with liquefaction and 
Tsunami. Regarding to social dimension, 
risk assessment should be more discussed 
with risk communication and also there are 
risk and conflict in mega city. Eastern 
Japan Mega earthquake and Tsunami issue 
was a lesson of disaster mitigation and 
resuscitation after disaster. We discussed 
that 2004 Sumatra earthquake and revival 
of regions, and 2011 Tohoku Japan disaster 
and reconstruction of Sanriku area.  The 
following presentation are very impressed:

Disaster and forecasting session

Abandonment of farmlands after the 2011 
Tohoku Earthquake tsunami disaster in the 
unprotected floodplain of the Lower Natori 
River, Japan: Hiroshi Shimazu

Geographical classification considering 
disaster properties in Japan: Mamoru 
Koarai (Geospatial Information Authority 
of Japan) Takayuki Nakano

Earthquake Damage and Issues on Housing 
Estates on Transformed Hills in Japan: 
Yoshiyuki Murayama (Yamagata 
University), Shin-Ichi Hirano, Satoru 
Masuda

Panel survey of corporate activity on 
damage and recovery in Tohoku region 
after the Great East Japan Earthquake: 
Satoru Masuda (Tohoku University)

Forecasting Earthquake Hazards along the 
Himalayan Frontal Faults in India: Koji 
Okumura (Hiroshima University), Javed N 
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Malik, Sahoo Santiswarup, Sambit P Naik, 
Afzal Khan, Teruyuki Kato

Effects of changes of scale in the 
delimitation of areas of flood for tsunami: 
Caleta San Pedro, Coquimbo Bay (Chile): 
Jose Novoa (University of La Serena), 
Patricia Paz

Sharing experiences of the catastrophe: the 
research practices of Nagoya University in 
Aceh Makoto Takahashi (Nagoya 
University), Shigeyoshi Tanaka

Flood monitoring by using L- band SAR: 
Shinichi Sobue (JAXA), Kei Oyoshi, 
Tomoyuki Nukui, Masanobu Shimada, 
Toru Fukuda

Co-seismic subsidence during the Holocene 
detected in the delta sequence on the 
footwall of the Yoro fault system, central 
Japan: Yuichi Niwa (Tohoku University), 
Toshihiko Sugai

North Anatolian fault as the best laboratory 
for recurring large earthquakes: Koji 
Okumura (Hiroshima University)

Resilience and risk communication 
session

Roles of Geographic Clarification on 
Disaster Risk Reduction Technology 
Databases: Yukiko Takeuchi (Kyoto 
University)

Resilience through Religion: Faith-Based 
Organizations as Risk Communicators in 
Bandung, Indonesia: Farah Mulyasari 
(Graduate School of Global Environmental 
Studies, Kyoto University), Rajib Shaw

Youth Participation in Disaster Risk 
Reduction in Makati, Philippines: A Social 
Network Analysis: Glenn Fiel Fernandez 
(Kyoto University), Rajib Shaw

The Flood Forecasting Centre, Natural 
Hazard Partnership and the Hazard centre; 
operational early warning and 

communication services in the UK: Charlie 
Pilling (UK Met Office), David Price

Risk assessment of the Mekong delta in the 
land use change: Shigeko Haruyama (Mie 
University)
Local Community Activities for Disaster 
Prevention and Mitigation -Lesson from 
East Japan Great Earthquake and Tsunami 
2011: Yuji Taresawa

Spatially explicit urban land-use model for 
managing climate risks: Hajime Seya 
(National Institute for Environmental 
Studies), Yoshiki Yamagata, Kumiko 
Nakamichi

Prediction of past land use using a spatial 
filtering approach: Takahiro Yoshida 
(University of Tsukuba / National Institute 
of Environmental Studies), Morito 
Tsutsumi, Yoshiki Yamagata, Hajime Seya, 
Daisuke Murakami

Community-based Disaster Resilient 
Electricity Sharing System (DRESS): 
Simulation case study in Yokohama 
Yoshiki Yamagata (National Institute for 
Environmental Studies)

Hedonic analysis of flooding risk in Tokyo 
using a spatial econometric model with 
endogenous explanatory variables: Hajime 
Spatial Flooding Hazard Indices using 
Sensor Networks: Requirement Analysis 
for Flooding Risk Management: Kei Hiroi 
(Keio University/National Institute of 
Environmental Studies), Hitoshi 
Yokoyama, Hideki Sunahara, Yoshiki 
Yamagata

3. Networking

The IGU main conference and regional 
conference were communication pier of 
Hazard and Risk Commission and we, 
commission SC member and all of 
participants, discussed using mail based 
discussion for future conference activities. 
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Circulated E-newsletters were information 
board and were for understanding IGU 
activities and the other academic committee 
actions.

The following web site is IGU commission 
on hazard and risk E-newsletter 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2vZKKm
Z3Yb6M2RzVk05WkQxQlk/view?usp=sh
aring

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU
Commissions

Collaboration session with IGU cold region 
commission at Moscow 2015 and both 
commissions will be also collaborated in 
IGU China 2016.

3.2. Collaboration with other
organisations

As for the outside of IGU community, 
Japan geographical association, JpGU 
association and IRDR community are 
collaboration communities.

Collaboration with IAPG(The website of 
the IAPG is: www.geoethics.org.). 
Geoethics studies hazard and risk and is a 
tool to influence the awareness of society 
regarding problems related to geo-resources 
and geo-environment. The Commission of 
Hazard and Risk of IGU and the IAPG will 
work together on these issues in common.

4. Publications

S.Haruyama and Mike Meadaws (2012) 
IGU hazard and risk (UN Booklet)

S.Haruyama eds. (2013.10),”Coastal 
Geomorphology and Vulnerability of 
Disaster towards disaster risk reduction”. 
TERRAPUB Publisher (Japan).180p. (E) 
IGU commission on hazard and risk）
https://www.terrapub.co.jp/books/index.ht
ml

Ongoing project: Natural disaster and 
coastal geomorphology (Springer) 
preparing The Commission Web site:
http://www.bio.mie-u.ac.jp/~haruyama/igu/

5. Continuation

In IGU 2016 China, our commission 
prepares disaster governance, hazard and 
risk science, cold region disaster and 
climatic change adaptation related with 
natural disaster.

The first session: The number of disaster 
reports show that the human-induces 
change in environmental conditions is 
usually similar or even exceeds the 
climatic-driven year-by-year variability in 
the activity and in dimensions of various 
natural disasters. Anthropogenic change, 
such as, land form, geomorphological 
features, water balance, vegetation features, 
etc., occurring in short periods of time, can 
change the locations and characteristics of 
floods, storm surges, liquefaction and 
earthquake, landslides, debris flows, snow 
avalanches, etc. 

Additionally, appearance of new industrial 
construction and related migration of 
population change the risk values in each 
economic level. Differently to natural 
environmental trends in hazards’ activity 
and related risks, estimation of the human-
induced evolution in such parameters can 
rarely be based on long-term statistical data 
in GIS utilities, and requires development 
of other techniques and remote sensing 
technology. Contributions related to 
understanding of the possible consequences 
of anthropogenic changes of natural 
environment on the dynamics of natural 
hazards and the ways of risk assessment 
under anthropogenic pressure are invited. 
Also resilience studies for natural disaster, 
disaster sciences and risk communication 
studies are well come to presentation.

The second session: This session would 
like to call for papers on discussing issues 
and perspectives of the role of public 
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participation on the hazards and risk 
governance.  It tries to draw particular 
attention to the application or support of 
open data and geo-technology, which might 
help the efficacy and relevancy of public 
participation on risk management or 
governance in hazard prone areas. 
Geographical studies or experiences of 
professional practices along the line of 
participatory governance, civic science, 
sustainability sciences or geoinformation 
science will be very welcomed to submit 
papers to enhance and to broaden the 
scholarly discussion of related issues on the 
session topic.

The third session jointed with IGU 
Commission on Cold region: Cold socio-
ecological systems embodying the Arctic, 
High Mountains and the Antarctic 
experience rapid changes. These changes 
unavoidably increase the risks, which 
requires deep understanding of the 
interrelations between various 
environmental, ecological and social 
components and driving forces. 
Presentations devoted not only to 
understanding, assessment, but proposing 
approaches for shaping changes and 
resilience building in complex Cold socio-
ecological systems are invited.

C12.19 Health and the Environment

Mandate approved for the period 
2012 – 2016

“Members of the IGU Commission on 
Health and the Environment carry out 
research on health and health care in the 
natural and built environment recognizing 
the importance of gender and diversity in a 
globalized world. Three strategic foci for 
the mandate period 2012 to 2016 are:

The analysis of quality of life with an 
emphasis on health, health care, and 
the environment at various geographic 
scales; the links among global change, 
global health and the environment; and 
urban health and the role of migration and 
immigration.

These foci reflect outcomes of the previous
work carried out by IGU CHE and the 
strategic aim to strengthen with our 
contributions new initiatives like Future 
Earth, One Health or Health and Wellbeing 
in the Changing Urban Environment. CHE 
members continue to represent IGU in 
these and many other international 
initiatives over the mandate period 2012-

2016 contributing as health geographers to 
the international efforts to improve global 
health.”

Mandate proposed for the period 
2016 – 2020

“Members of the IGU Commission on 
Health and the Environment carry out 
research on health and health care in the 
natural and built environment recognizing 
the importance of gender and diversity in a 
globalized world. The strategic foci for the 
mandate period 2016 to 2020 continue to 
be:

• the analysis of quality of life with an 
emphasis on health, health care, and 
the environment at various geographic 
scales;

• the links among global change, global 
health and the environment; and

• urban health and the role of migration 
and immigration.

These foci reflect both the continuation of 
the previous work carried out by IGU CHE 
and the strategic aim to further strengthen 
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with our contributions important inter-
national initiatives like Future Earth, One 
Health, Health and Wellbeing in the 
Changing Urban Environment as well as 
the necessary scientific contributions to the 
environmental health components of SDG 
agenda. The CHE members continue to 
represent IGU in the aforementioned and 
many other international initiatives over the 
mandate period 2016-2020. They contribute 
as health geographers to the international 
efforts to improve global health and global 
health governance. IGU CHE provides a 
platform for its members in collaboration 
with the members of the various national 
and regional (health geography) specialty 
groups to discus, define and further develop 
concepts, conceptual frameworks and 
curricula related to health geography and 
the emerging fields of global health and 
planetary health.”

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair: Prof. Wuyi Wang
Institute of Geographical Sciences and 
Natural Resources Research (IGSNRR) 
Chinese Academy of Science (CAS) 

Chair: Prof. Thomas Krafft
University of Maastricht 
E-mail: 
thomas.krafft@maastrichtuniversity.nl

Prof. Gerard Salem
University Paris Oeust
E-mail: gerard.salem@u-paris10.fr 
salem.gerard@gmail.com

Prof. Raul Guimares 
State University of São Paulo
E-mail: raulguimaraes@uol.com.br

Sarah Lovell
University of Canterbury
E-mail: sarah.lovell@canterbury.ac.nz
Prof. Izabella Lecka
Warsaw University 
E-mail: kray001@fiu.edu

Prof. Svetlana Malkhazova
Moscow State University 
E-mail: sveta_geo@yahoo.com

Prof. Sarah McLafferty
University of Illinois 
E-mail: smclaff@uiuc.edu

Prof. Giovanni De Santis
E-mail: giovanni.desantis@univr.it

Prof. Liliana Dumitrache
University of Bucharest 
E-mail: dosaredumitrache@yahoo.com

The IGU CHE thanks very much Wuyi 
Wang for his strong commitment as Co-
Chair for the commission for the last 
decades. He will hand over his 
responsibilities to Paula Santana from 
Portugal at the IGC in Beijing, China in 
August 2016.

At the IGU Regional Conference in 
Krakow Robin Kearns (New Zealand), a 
long term member of the CHE steering 
committee, handed over to Sarah Lovell 
(New Zealand).
The steering group members Izabella 
Lecker, Sahra McLafferty and Gerard 
Salem will rotate out of the steering group 
in August 2016.

The commission members have extended 
their appreciation and gratitude to all 
outgoing steering group members for their 
strong commitment and valuable input 
during the past years.

New Steering Committee Group 
members for 2016 - 2020 (proposal)

Prof. Thomas Krafft
Co-Chair (Netherlands) (last term)
University of Maastricht 
E-mail: 
thomas.krafft@maastrichtuniversity.nl
Prof. Paula Santana
Co- Chair (Portugal) (first term)
University of Coimbra
E-mail: paulasantana.coimbra@gmail.com
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Prof. Yang Linsheng
(new SC member)
Institute of Geographical Sciences and 
Natural Resources Research (IGSNRR)
Chinese Academy of Science (CAS) 
E-mail: yangls@igsnrr.ac.cn

Prof. Svetlana Malkhazova
(Till 2018) 
Moscow State University 
E-mail: sveta_geo@yahoo.com

Prof. Raul Guimares
(last term)
State University of São Paulo 
E-mail: raulguimaraes@uol.com.br

Dr. Sarah Lovell
(New SC member since 2014) 
University of Canterbury 
E-mail: sarah.lovell@canterbury.ac.nz

Dr. Julie Vallee
(New SC member) 
CNRS, Paris, France 
E-mail: julie.vallee@parisgeo.cnrs.fr

Prof. Susan Elliott
(New SC member) University of Waterloo 
E-mail: susan.elliott@uwaterloo.ca

Prof. Liliana Dumitrache
(Second term) 
University of Bucharest
E-mail: dosaredumitrache@yahoo.com

Prof. H. Blaise Nguendo Yongsi
(New SC member) 
Catholic University of Central Africa 
E-mail: sir_nguendoyongsi@hotmail.com

Prof. Aminata Niang-Diene
(New SC member) 
Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar, 
Senegal
E-mail: aminata.niang@ucad.edu.sn

The proposed composition of the new CHE 
steering committee 2016-2020 was agreed 
at the regular commission meeting at the 
IMGS 2015 in Vancouver and prepared and 

followed up by additional electronic 
communication with those SC members 
who could not attend. With the composition 
of the new SC the commission follows the 
strategy to keep a fair balance between 
continuity and the regular integration of 
new and younger colleagues. The 2016-
2020 steering committee is comprised of 7 
women and 4 men. 7 new members join the 
SC for the first time (Sarah Lovell already 
in 2014), but all 7 have already actively 
contributed to the commission work in the 
last period. The geographical distribution of 
the affiliations of the SC members shows a 
fair global coverage: with Brazil, Canada, 
Cameroun, China, France, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Portugal, Russia, Romania, 
and Senegal. The two new colleagues from 
Africa, Prof. Niang-Diene and Prof. 
Nguendo Yongsi, had a leading role in 
successfully setting up an African network 
of health geographers and urban health 
researchers since 2013. With this proposed 
SC membership IGU CHE also continues 
its successful strategy to include regular 
members and SC members from Medical 
and/or Public Health Schools when they 
actively and explicitly work in the fields 
covered by the commission’s mandate and 
get involved in the commission’s scientific 
activities.

Health Geography Researcher Network
Since 2012 the commission has created a
Health Geography Researcher Network as a 
regular sub-commission to enhance the 
direct interaction between researchers and 
to specifically reach out to young scientist. 
The intention of the group is to actively 
contribute to the exchange in the field of 
health geography research and teaching and 
to support health geographers in their early 
career. Currently 17 researchers are jointly 
steering the group coordinated by a 
chairperson. The researchers are from the 
Netherlands, USA, Portugal, Nigeria, 
China, UK, New Zealand, Malaysia, 
France, Argentina, Russia, Australia, 
Germany and Canada. The steering group is 
composed of 9 females and 8 men. Some 
50 researchers across the globe have joined 
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the Health Geography Researcher Network 
in addition to the IGU CHE members. 
More information can be found on the 
International Geographical Union 
Commission on Health and the 
Environment Researcher Network home-
page: www.healthgeography.org/

Advisory Group Member of IGU CHE in 
2016 - 2020
The IGU CHE will - as a further sub-
commission - set up a senior advisory 
group of experts. This will be further 
discussed based on the renewed mandate 
and after the new SC has been constituted. 
Currently two advisory group members are 
nominated:

Urban Health with the specific tasks to link 
to the ICSU initiative and to ISUH: 
Prof. Gerard Salem (France)
Environmental Health and Ageing Societies 
with the specific task to link with the 

various international initiatives on health 
and aging:
Prof. Wuyi Wang (China)

1.2. Honorary Members

To honour and recognise their valuable 
contribution to the scientific field and their 
long-term leadership the IGU CHE has 
extended honorary memberships to:

Prof. Yola Verhasselt (Belgium)
Académie Royales des Sciences d’Outre-
Mer
E-mail: kaowarsom@skynet.be

Prof. David Phillips (Hong Kong)
Lingnan University 
E-mail: apias@fn.edu. hk

Prof. Mark W. Rosenberg (Canada) 
Queen’s University
E-mail: mark.rosenberg@queensu.ca

1.3. Corresponding Members

This list represents the membership status at the starting point of the renewed mandate in 2012. 
Commission communication is provided for the listed members.

Argentina 5 Egypt 1 Jamaica 2 Romania 1
Australia 4 Estonia 1 Japan 4 Russia 6
Austria 1 Fiji 1 Jordan 1 Saudi Arabia 1
Bangladesh 5 Finland 2 Kenya 1 Slovenia 1
Belgium 2 France 19 Korea 2 South Africa 12
Benin 1 Germany 12 Mauritius 2 Spain 3
Brazil 4 Hong Kong 1 Mexico 3 Sri Lanka 1
Brunei 1 Hungary 3 Netherlands 4 Sweden 4
Burkina Faso 1 India 24 New Zealand 9 Switzerland 6
Canada 22 Indonesia 1 Nigeria 6 China-Taipei 2
Chile 1 Ireland 3 Norway 1 Thailand 1
China 4 Israel 1 Pakistan 1 Turkey 1
Cuba 3 Italy 7 Poland 3 United Kingdom 17
Czech Republic 4 Ivory Coast 1 Portugal 5 USA 21

Zaire 1
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2. Meetings and Activities

2016

The 2016 33rd International Geographical 
Conference – Shaping Our Harmonious 
Worlds will be held in Beijing, China. 
Business Meeting IGU Commission on 
Health and Environment are requested for 
the 25th of August 2016 8:00-9:30 am.

Pre-Conference on Shaping Geographies of 
Health, Health Care and Environment in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi Province from 18-21 
August 2016. Around 50 participants will 
participate. The event is organized in 
collaboration with the Geographical 
Society of China (GSC) Commission on 
Medical Geography and co-sponsored by 
IGU CHE.

IGU CHE took an active role in the 13th 
International Conference on Urban Health 
(ICUH 2016), San Francisco, USA

Gerard Salem, on behalf of IGU CHE, was 
involved in the preparation of a dedicated 
workshop with the title: “The Future of 
Healthy Cities: The Role of Action 
Research in Training” at University of 
California Berkeley, USA. Commission 
member took an active role in this 
workshop as part of the ongoing
commitment to urban health.

2015

IGU CHE organized several well attended 
thematic sessions and a steering group 
meetings at the IGU regional conference 
17-21 August 2015 in Moscow, Russia. 
The Researcher Network on Health 
Geography organized a special session for 
young researcher as part of the young 
scientist program of the IGU regional 
conference.
Steering Commission member Svetlana 
Malkhazova together with Dmitry Orlov 
organized an IGU CHE Pre-Conference 
from the 14-16 August 2015 in Vladimir, 
Russia. The topics included: Geography of 

Infectious Diseases, Urban Health, Health 
Systems and Access to Care, Global Health 
and Health Geography and Education in 
Health Geography and Human Ecology. 
More than 40 scientist participated in the 
pre-conference.

The 2015 GEOSAUDE, the Health 
Geography Congress of Latin American 
and Portuguese speaking countries was 
organized in cooperation with the ICSU 
programme on Health and Wellbeing in the 
Changing Urban Environment and the 
French embassy to Brazil. The congress 
took place in Brasilia with Brasilia Public 
Health Institute, FIOCRUZ, as local 
organiser. IGU CHE was actively involved 
in the conference and related back-to- back 
meetings. As official co-sponsor IGU CHE 
provided travel subsistence for youn health 
geographers to present a paper at this 
conference that was attended by some 300 
scientists for the Americas, Africa and 
Europe.

The 16th International Medical Geography 
Symposium, 16th IMGS, was hosted at 
Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, 
Canada. Some 250 participants attended the 
symposium. IGU CHE is co-sponsor and 
coordinates together with the national 
health geography specialty groups of UK, 
US, Canada, France, Germany, and New 
Zealand the biannual meetings. IMGS has 
evolved as an excellent platform for young 
scientists to present and discuss their 
research and also to present and discuss 
new ideas and work in progress in an 
workshop discussion format. Selected 
papers will be published in Health and 
Place or Social Science Medicine. The 
Health Geography Researcher Network 
presented IGU activities in the closing 
session and invited interested participants -
in particular the young scientist - to actively 
join the network.

2014

The International Conference on Urban 
Health was held from the 4-7 March 2014 
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in Manchester, United Kingdom also in 
collaboration with the ICSU programme on 
Health and Wellbeing in the Changing 
Urban Environment. The commission was 
actively participating in the Healthy-Polis 
Workshop on Challenges and Opportunities 
for Urban Environmental Health and 
Sustainability.

From 21-24 April 2014 the GEOSAUDE 
Health Geography Congress for Portuguese 
speaking countries was hosted by the 
University of Coimbra, Portugal. IGU CHE 
was a key sponsor of this meeting and 
supported financially the participation of 
young health geographers from Africa in 
this meeting. The meeting was instrumental 
to further extend the CHE network within 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

As an IGU CHE pre-conference to the 2014 
IGU Regional Conference a medical 
geography symposium was hosted at the 
Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies 
of the University of Warsaw on 14-17 of 
August. SC member, Izabela Lecka, 
organized with her team a pre-conference 
that was attended by some 30 participants. 
With a single stream of papers the meeting 
provided an excellent opportunity to 
extensively discuss new research in health 
geography. A half-day excursion in 
Warsaw and a full day field trip (on the 
way to Krakow) completed the scientific 
programme.

The 2014 IGU regional conference was 
held in Krakow, Poland from the 17-21 of 
August. The commission organized four 
health sessions and many members 
participated also in other sessions. A 
business meeting of the SC joint by quite a 
few other IGU CHE members that were 
attending the regional conference
complemented the delibarations.

During the World Health Summit in Berlin, 
Germany, in October 2014 IGU CHE 
participated in the organization of a 
workshop on “Trade Agreements: 
Challenges for Global Health?” in 

collaboration with World Federation of 
Academic Institutions for Global Health.

The XIth International Seminar of Medical 
Geography (Geomed) with the thematic 
focus on health management was organized 
form 18-20 December 2014 in Rom, Italy. 
IGU CHE was co-sponsor of this thematic 
conference.

IGU CHE supported initiatives in 2012 -
2016:

Following a proposal by the CHE member 
Gerard Salem, IGU CHE is supporting a 
new initiative to set up a new International 
Centre for Urban Health in Developing 
Countries. The objectives of the new centre 
will be to organize seminars, intensive 
trainings to promote academic and 
professional training, multidisciplinary 
approaches, and bridges between decisions 
makers, stakeholders and researchers. The 
proposed centre is to be set up in Mbour, 
Senegal.

IGU CHE is also supporting to develop a 
network of researcher working on topics 
related to African studies. The leading 
Institution will be the University Cheikh 
Anta Diop in Dakar, Senegal. This activity 
is led by the steering group member Gerard 
Salem.

Since 2008 IGU CHE members have been 
involved first in the initial ICSU Planning 
Group on Health and Wellbeing in the 
Changing Urban Environment and since the 
official launch of the programme by the 
ICSU 30th General Assembly in 2011 in 
the scientific committee of the programme. 
IGU CHE strongly supports this ICSU 
initiative that has - after a delayed start -
taken on real momentum in 2013. In 2014 
the IPO was established in Xiamen, China. 
In December 2014 commission members 
participated at the first ICSU urban health 
conference in Xiamen, China. Through the 
IGU CHE members IGU is currently the 
most active ICSU member supporting this 
programme.
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In conjunction with its support for the 
ICSU programme IGU CHE has set up an 
interdisciplinary European group on 
Urbanization and Health linked to the 
ICSU’s Program on Health and Wellbeing 
in the Changing Urban Environment. This 
group is intended to function as the 
European regional group for the ICSU 
programme and also as dedicated partner 
for an African group that was established as 
one result of the International conference 
on Intra Urban Dynamics and Health held 
in Paris in 2013. In regard to joint research 
a ew flagship project EURO-HEALTHY 
lead by IGU CHE member Paula Santa 
from Coimbra University, Portugal has 
started in January 2015 and will run till 
December 2017. The project includes a 
couple of IGU CHE health geographers 
from across Europe and will lead, in 
addition to the project outcome, to enhance 
network activities between Public Health 
and Health Geography in Europe. The 
funding was provided under the EU’s 
Horizon 2020 programme.

Future Earth as Global Change Research 
Initiative that has been launched by ICSU 
together with other partners to replace 
IGBG, DIVERSITAS and IHDP fully 
emerged in 2014. The role of health as a
cross cutting theme within Future Earth 
remains unclear and the existing dedicated 
project of Global Environmental Change 
and Human Health (GECHH) might be 
discontinued without any substitute. IGU 
CHE will continue to play an active role in 
advocating the need for a strong health 
component within Future Earth.

Capacity building activities of IGU-CHE 
in 2012 - 2016:

Between 2012 and 2016 Annual Student 
Training Workshop on “Global Change and 
Health Research“ have been organized at 
the Research Centre for Global 
Environmental Change and Health, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, Beijing. The 
workshop is hosted by the Institute of 
Geographical Sciences and Natural 

Resources Research and usually takes place 
in October/November. The main objective 
of the annual workshops is to provide 
advanced training to Ph.D. students through 
a series of lectures and participatory 
experiences that give the trainees a better 
understanding of theoretical and 
methodological issues related to 
environmental change and health risks 
affecting vulnerable populations. A further 
purpose is advanced training of skills 
required to support the student’s research 
careers (e.g., peer-reviewed manuscript 
writing and research proposal writing). 
Participants get also the chance to learn 
about international programmes and 
initiatives in this field. The student training 
workshops remain an important component 
of IGU CHE’s strategy of capacity building 
and of enhancing the visibility of health 
geography also in the upcoming period. It 
is therefore intended to continue with this 
format each October till 2020.

As direct outcome of the IGU CHE’s 
capacity building initiative a sub-
commission was set up for the Health 
Geography Researcher Network of IGU 
CHE. This group was initiated by former 
participants of IGU CHE’s international 
capacity building workshops and is 
currently chaired by Eva Pilot (Maastricht 
University). The goal of the group is to 
foster exchange of researcher in health 
geography. More information and contacts 
can be found on the webpage 
http://www.iguhep.org/young-che.html and 
in addition on a separate webpage 
http://www.healthgeography.org.

IGU CHE is supporting the implementation 
of a Master of Geography of Health in 
Africa at the University Cheikh Anta Diop 
(Dakar, Senegal) in collaboration with 
University Gaston Berger (Saint Louis du 
Senegal), Institut de recherché pour le 
development (IRD) and the University 
Paris Ouest Nanterre-La defense.
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Planned Activities 2016 - 2020

The 17th IMGS Symposium of Medical 
Geography will be held in Angers, France 
in 2-7 July 2017

International Conference on Urban Health 
will be held in Coimbra, Portugal in 26-28 
September 2017

IGU CHE Pre-Conference coordinated by 
Queens University in Montreal, Canada 
August 2018
Thematic health sessions at International 
Geographical Union Regional Conference 
“Accounting for Difference”, Quebec City, 
Canada in 6-10 August 2018

Annual capacity building workshops in 
Beijing (October) 2016-2020

Upcoming capacity building activities 
2016 - 2020

Student Training Workshop on “Health and 
Environmental Change in Beijing-Tianjin 
Mega City Area” at the Research Centre for 
Global Environmental Change and Health, 
Beijing, China (October 2016): The 
workshop will be held following a 
scientific workshop hosted by the Institute 
of Geographical Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research at the Chinese 
Academy of Science (CAS).

As a capacity building activity, the 
commission is supporting the initiative on a 
Health Geography Researcher Network. 
The aim of the network is to support 
networking in an early carrier and will 
provide ample information and resources 
on health geography. Website:   
http://www.healthgeography.org.

3. Publications

IGU CHE Book:
Health and Environmental Changes Urban 
Areas. Editors: Wang W, Krafft T, 
Rosenberg M, Pilot E. Published in China 
Environment Press, Beijing, China, 

September 2014. The book consists of a 
collection of articles addressing important 
issues of urban health. The book originated 
in a series of scientific symposia co-
sponsored by IGU CHE at the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences. The book is a joint 
effort of members of the IGU CHE.

Journal Special Issue:
A special issue of the Journal Sustainability 
(http://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainabilit
y) is prepared for the beginning of 2017. 
Contributions will mainly be taken from the 
papers presented at IGU CHE pre-
conference at Xi’an in August 2016.

Webpage:
IGU CHE website http://www.iguhep.org/ 
includes announcements, member 
information, reports and meeting minutes. 
Around 350 visitors are accessing the page 
on a weekly basis. All relevant 
announcements for the webpage can be sent 
to the webpage manager Eva Pilot 
(eva.pilot@maastrichtuniversity.nl).

The health geography Researcher’s 
network of the commission can be found in 
addition to the IGU CHE webpage on 
http://www.healthgeography.org. Around 
250 visitors are accessing the page on a 
weekly basis. All relevant announcements 
for the webpage can be sent to the webpage 
manager Eva Pilot 
(eva.pilot@maastrichtuniversity.nl).

Facebook:
The Health Geography Researcher Network 
has initiated a Facebook page for Health 
geography researchers to interact and 
exchange vacancies and information on 
conferences and interesting publications 
and so on. 
The link to the open Facebook group page:
https://www.facebook.com/Health-
Geography-Researcher-Network-
779298652122288/. Currently around 220 
people are part of the group on Health 
Geography Researcher Network on 
Facebook.
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C12.20 History of Geography

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

The current Commission’s Steering 
Committee (henceforth CSC), which was 
partially renewed in August 2012, 
comprises two Honorary Chairs (Professors 
Anne Buttimer and Vincent Berdoulay), a 
Chair, a Vice-Chair, a Secretary-Treasurer, 
and eight other members. The names and 
contact information of the CSC 
membership are listed below:

Jacobo GARCÍA-ÁLVAREZ, Chair
Departamento de Humanidades 
Historia, Geografía y Arte
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
Spain
E-mail: jacobo.garcia@uc3m.es

Michael HEFFERNAN, Vice-Chair
School of Geography
University of Nottingham
United Kingdom
E-mail: Mike.Heffernan@nottingham.ac.uk

Jean-Yves PUYO, Secretary-Treasurer & 
Web Site Editor
Département de Géographie
Laboratoire Société, Environnement, 
Territoire
Université de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour
France
E-mail: jean-yves.puyo@univ-pau.fr

Charles W. J. WITHERS
Co-editor of Geographers:
Biobibliographical Studies
Institute of Geography
University of Edinburgh
Edinburgh, United Kingdom
E-mail: c.w.j.withers@ed.ac.uk

Tamami FUKUDA
School of Environmental System Sciences
Osaka Prefecture University
Osaka, JAPAN
E-mail:tamami@hs.osakafu-u.ac.jp

Joao Carlos GARCIA
Departamento de Geografía
Facultade de Letras
Universidade do Porto
Porto, Portugal
E-mail: jgarcia@letras.up.pt

Guy MERCIER
Centre interuniversitaire d’études sur les 
lettres, les arts et les traditions (CELAT)
Département de géographie
Université de Laval
Québec, Canada
E-mail: Guy.Mercier@ggr.ulaval.ca

Judite do NASCIMENTO
Departamento de Ciència e Tecnologia
Universidade de Cabo Verde
Praia, Santiago
Cabo Verde
E-mail: 
judite.nascimento@adm.unicv.edu.cv

Jan VANDERSMISSEN
Centre d’Histoire des Sciences et des 
Techniques
Université de Liège
Liège, Belgium
E-mail: Jan.Vandersmissen@ulg.ac.be

Leon YACHER
Department of Geography
Southern Connecticut State University
New Haven, CT
United States of America
E-mail: yacherl1@southernct.edu
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Perla ZUSMAN
CONICET/Instituto de Geografía
Universidad de Buenos Aires
Buenos Aires, Argentina
E-mail: perlazusman@yahoo.es
Honorary Chairs

Anne BUTTIMER
University College Dublin
School of Geography, Planning 
& Environmental Policy

Dublin, Ireland
E-mail: anne.buttimer@ucd.ie

Vincent BERDOULAY
Département de Géographie
Laboratoire Société, Environnement,
Territoire
Université de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour
France
E-mail: vincent.berdoulay@univ-pau.fr

1.2. Corresponding Members
The current Commission distribution list, as of 31 December 2015, includes 452 members from 
52 different countries, whose regional distribution is as follows:

Region Total Members by country

Europe 224

Albania (1), Belgium (2), Croatia (1), Czech
Republic (1), Finland (2), France (52),
Germany (13), Hungary (3), Ireland/Eire (3),
Italy (18), Netherlands (2), Poland (8),
Portugal (11), Romania (1), Slovenia (1), Spain
(76), Sweden (1), Switzerland (7), UK (21)

Latin 
America 88

Argentina (4), Brazil (70), Chili (2), Colombia
(1), Mexico (10), Venezuela (1)

 

Region Total Members by country

Asia 58

Bangladesh (1), China (14), India (4),

Indonesia (1), Israel (11), Iran (1), Iraq (1),

Japan (16), Pakistan (1), Saudi Arabia (1),

China-Taipei (4), Turkey (1), Singapore (1),

Vietnam (1)

USA & 
Canada 33

Canada (9)

USA (24)

Russia 24 Russian Federation (24)

Africa 21

Algeria (1), Cape Verde (11), Gabon (1),

Madagascar (1), Morocco (2), Senegal (3),

South Africa (1), Tunisia (1)

Oceania 4 Australia (3), New Zealand (1)

TOTAL 452
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2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2012 – 2015

The basic details of the seven meetings that 
have been either organised or co-organised 
by the Commission since 2012 to date 
(some of them including different thematic
paper sessions) are summarised below. It 
also includes the basic information related 
to one more meeting (the 1st French-
Brazilian International Conference on 
Comparative Studies in History and 
Epistemology of Geography), which was 
held in 2015 under the auspices of the 
Commission, but organised by other 
institutions. In the seven meetings which 
were directly organised or co-organised by 
the Commission a total of 180 contributions 
(176 papers + 4 lectures) have been 
presented by 153 different authors, coming 
from 28 countries. 25 of these authors have 
given papers in two or more meetings.

GERMANY (I)
Leipzig & Gotha 21-25 August 2012

Two main pre-congress activities organised 
jointly with the Leibniz Institute for 
Regional Geography (Leipzig):

1. Pre-Congress symposium on the topic 
"Cartography and Geographical 
Knowledge in the Public Sphere", 
Leipzig and Gotha on August 21-23, 
2012

2. Pre-Congress Field Trip from August 
21 to August 26, 2012, including visits 
to Leipzig, Gotha, Eisenach and the 
Rhine Gorge, among other locations,
with a final rail ride to Cologne.

GERMANY (II)
Cologne 26-30 August 2012

Paper sessions held within the framework 
of the 32nd International Geographical 
Congress.

Session topic: “Society and Environment: 
conceptions and representations of 

Nature(s) in the History of Geography”.

UNITED KINGDOM: Manchester
22-28 July 2013

Symposium on the topic “Geography and 
its Publics”, jointly organised with the 
History and Philosophy of Geography 
Research Group of the Royal Geographical 
Society & Institute of British Geographers, 
within the framework of the 24th 
International Congress of History of 
Science, Technology and Medicine.

JAPAN: Kyoto
5-9 August 2013

Two paper sessions held within the 
framework of the IGU Regional 
Conference:

1. Session on the topic “Languages, 
materiality and the construction of 
geographical modernities”, organized 
in cooperation with the Geographical 
Thought Study Group of the Human 
Geographical Society of Japan.

2. Session on the topic “History of 
Geography, Geographical Thought and 
Practice, and Gender”, jointly 
organized with the IGU Commission 
on Gender and Geography.

POLAND: Cracow
18-22 August 2014

Paper session on the topic “What (political) 
geography ought to be? Theoretical 
approaches to and historical perspectives on 
geography and geopolitics as instruments of 
peace”, jointly organised with the IGU 
Commission on Political Geography, within 
the framework of the IGU Regional 
Conference

BRAZIL: Rio de Janeiro
10-16 December 2014

Symposium on the topic “The circulation of 
ideas in the history of geographic 
knowledge: hierarchies, scales, networks 
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and interactions”, jointly organised with the 
Brazilian Network on the History of 
Geography and Historical keynote 
lecturers and commentaries Geography 
(Rede Brasileira de História da Geografia 
Geografia Histórica)

RUSSIAN FEDERATION
19-20 August 2015

Two paper sessions within the framework 
of the IGU Regional Conference:
1. A session on the topic “Exploring and 

mapping lands, air and waters. 
Research on the History of 
Geographical Explorations”.

2. A session on the topic “Rethinking 
what (political) geography ought to be: 
Theories, histories, and practices of 
geography and geopolitics as 
instruments of peace”, jointly 
organised with the IGU Commission 
on Political Geography.

FRANCE: Pau
30 March-2 April 2015

I Colóquio Internacional Franco-Brasileiro
Estudos comparados de Epistemologia e 
História da Geografia / 1er Atelier 
international franco-brésilien Etudes 
comparées d'Épistémologie et Histoire de la
Géographie) [1st French-Brazilian 
International Conference on Comparative 
Studies in History and Epistemology of 
Geography]

Organised by the SET (Societé, 
Environnement, Territoire) Research Unit 
(CNRS & Université de Pau et des Pays de 
l`Adour) under the auspices of the IGU-
CHG.

2.2. Summary of the questions addressed 
in the meetings and the main 
outcomes and conclusions 

The meetings organised by the Commission 
during the period 2012-2016 have focused 
on five major themes and concerns, whose 

main contents and results can be 
summarized as follows:

a) The presence and role of geographic 
knowledge in public sphere throughout 
history. This theme, which is 
connected with one of the main 
objectives envisaged by the 
Commission for 2012-2016, namely to 
promote a better contextual 
understanding of the relationship 
between geography and society, within 
and beyond the academy, was 
approached through two specific 
symposia:

• The first was held in Leipzig in August 
2013 under the title of “Cartography 
and Geographical Knowledge in the 
Public Sphere”. Contributions to this 
meeting focused particularly on the 
public dimensions and social history of 
cartography, including the production, 
trade and consumption of maps; the 
field and interaction of scientific, 
commercial, journalistic, military and
school cartography; the role of 
cartography in shaping scientific 
knowledge, nation building, and 
education; or the role of indigenous 
knowledge in pre-colonial and colonial 
cartography.

• The second, entitled “Geography and 
its publics”, took place in Manchester 
within the framework of the 24th 
International Congress of History of 
Science. The meeting did focus, more 
largely, on the multiple and diversified 
audiences for geographical knowledge 
since its institutionalization in the19th 
century and how geography has been 
historically utilized to serve wider 
political, economic, social and cultural 
interests beyond the academy. The 
symposium was organised around three 
sub-themes of two sessions each, 
namely ‘Multiple publics’, 
‘Geopolitics and exploration’, and 
‘Geographical education and 
knowledge’. These sessions addressed 
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a range of private and public 
workplaces in which geographical 
knowledge has been made and used as 
well as other settings, formal and 
informal, in which geography has been 
communicated to the wider public, 
mainly to shape people’s geographical 
imaginations and understanding. Key 
questions dealt with the utility of 
geographical knowledge, the processes 
and practices that transfer geographical 
knowledge between different 
epistemological realms, the nature of a 
public for geography.

b) The usefulness of geography as a 
"reservoir" of ideas and experiences 
with which to address some relevant 
social and environmental challenges of 
the contemporary world. As indicated 
in the aforementioned Work Plan, this 
issue has been another Commission 
essential concern since the 1990s and 
involves investigating not only the 
“retrospective” dimensions of the 
history of geography (i.e., those which 
focus on the review of the past for 
understanding the present), but also, as 
the Commission’s former Chair has 
claimed in several occasions, its 
“prospective” dimension (i.e., its 
ability to provide useful insights for the 
formulation of proposals and solutions 
for a better future). Among the 
meetings held in 2012-2016, two major 
topics have been addressed in this 
regard.

• First, a session on “Society and 
Environment: conceptions and 
representations of Nature(s) in the 
History of Geography” was organised 
by the Commission within the 
framework of the 32nd International 
Geographical Congress, held in 
Cologne in August 2012. Contributions 
presented in the sessions especially 
dealt with philosophical and scientific 
conceptions of nature within the 
history of geography; the geographical 
roots of nature conservation policies 

and the idea of sustainable 
development; Nature control, nature 
romance and the description of 
landscapes; conceptions of “Nature” 
within different cultural, social and 
political environments; the field and 
interaction of indigenous, popular and 
scientific geographical knowledge of 
nature; and representations of nature 
within literature and art in connection 
to geography.

• Second, two paper sessions on the 
theories, histories, and practices of 
geography and geopolitics as 
instruments of peace were jointly 
organised with the Commission on 
Political Geography within the 
frameworks of the IGU Regional 
Conferences held in Cracow (August 
2014) and Moscow (August 2015).” 
Stimulated by the IGU initiative for a 
UN International Year of Global 
Understanding, both sessions aimed to 
attract papers examining how 
geography and geographers have 
contributed to foster peace, cultural 
tolerance and mutual understanding at 
different scales throughout the modern 
and contemporary history of the 
discipline. The papers presented at 
those meetings examined the legacy of 
some figures, institutions, and events 
with regard to antimilitarism, peace 
diplomacy and research, geographical 
internationalism and education for 
tolerance, such as E. Reclus, P. 
Kropotkin, P. Vidal de la Blache, S. 
Pawłowski, P. Dupuy, F. Maurette, C. 
Morrison-Bell, J. Gottmann, G. 
Jobberns, H. Lefevbre and the 1871 
Antwerp International Geographical 
Congress.

c) The dialectical relationships between 
geography and modernity, this last 
approached as a particular experience
of time and space and as a set of ideas 
and practices about imagining and 
mastering space in which geographical 
knowledge was crucially integrated 
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and considerably reshaped. Two 
meetings have been particularly 
concerned with the theme.

• First, the sessions held in the Kyoto 
Regional Conference under the title 
“Languages, materiality and the 
construction of geographical 
modernities”. The aim of the Kyoto 
session was to contemplate how 
different geographical languages and 
discourses have been deployed in the 
material and representational 
construction of modern spaces and 
places, and how the materiality of 
modern social life has in turn shaped 
those languages and discourses. In this 
context, the concept of “geographical 
modernities” referred not only to the 
differentiated modern spaces and 
places, but also to modern academic 
and non-academic geographical 
discourses themselves. Among other 
topics, contributions to this session, 
some of which were published in a 
booklet (see item 4, Table 5.2, of this 
report), approached the relationships 
between the history of geography and 
material objects, institutions and 
localities; critical reflections on various 
geographical languages (written texts, 
maps, photographs, paintings, 
engravings and others);  material 
cultures and the production, circulation 
and consumption of geographical 
knowledge; imaginative geographies in 
academia and broader society; and the 
role of academic and non- academic 
geographers in the planning and 
development of cities, regions and 
countryside.

• Second, a session on “Exploring and 
mapping lands, air and waters. 
Research on the History of 
Geographical Explorations” was 
organized in the framework of the 
Moscow Regional Conference. This 
meeting focused on how geographical 
explorations not only contributed to the 
construction of modern spatiality but 

also influenced the evolution of 
geography and geographical 
knowledge in various crucial ways. 
Papers presented at the meeting dealt 
with different aspects of this 
relationship, such as, among others,
methods of obtaining initial 
geographical data on regions of 
exploration; the construction of 
“Otherness” through the relationships 
between explorers and natives, with 
special attention to geographical 
perceptions and ideas in different 
cultures, as well as to cross-cultural 
exchange of geographic knowledge; 
narratives on discovery and 
exploration: itineraries, geographical 
descriptions, travel literature, etc.; 
surveying and mapping of oceans, 
lands, air, peoples, boundaries, and 
states; and exploration of natural and 
artificial waterways and their influence 
on environmental changes.

d) The circulation of ideas in the history 
of geographic knowledge. This 
concern inspired the meeting held in 
Rio de Janeiro on December 2014 
under the same title, jointly organised 
with the Brazilian Network on the 
History of Geography and Historical 
Geography (Rede Brasileira de 
História da Geografia e Geografia 
Histórica). This symposium was 
structured around the three main 
thematic axis, namely: 1) Hierarchies 
(centres and peripheries in the history 
of geography); 2) Interactions 
(disciplinary transits and translations of 
geographic knowledge); and 3) 
Networks (institutional arrangements 
and intellectual cooperation in the 
history of geography). In addition to 
the scientific interest of the papers, a 
selection of which was published in 
two special issues of Terra Brasilis (see 
item 4, Table 5.2, of this report), this 
initiative was clearly in line with 
another strategic target of the 
Commission’s 2012- 2016 work plan, 
addressed to help to build a history of 
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geography that takes fully into account 
contributions from beyond the 
European and Anglo-American 
regions. In the same vein, the 
Commission sponsored the 1st French-
Brazilian International Conference on 
Comparative Studies in History and 
Epistemology of Geography, which 
took place in Pau from 30 March to 2 
April 2015.

e) The relationships between history of 
geography, geographical thought and 
practice, and gender, which were the 
focus of the session jointly organised 
with the IGU Commission on Gender 
and Geography within the framework 
of the Kyoto Regional Conference. In 
this joint session, we re-considered the 
production, transformation and 
distribution of geographical knowledge 
- academic and non- academic – from a 
gender perspective. Papers tackled, 
among other aspects, reviews of the 
history of academic geography and 
alternative histories of geography; 
critical reflections on geographical 
concepts (e.g. place, space, home, 
boundaries, landscape); and the 
multiple ways in which geographical 
knowledge – academic and non-
academic - has been produced and 
embodied in society. The session shed 
important light on the history not only 
of feminist geographies, but, more 
broadly, on the (traditionally unknown 
or underestimated) role played by 
women on the history of the discipline 
in different historical and geographical 
contexts (such as the colonial 
enterprise, the academy, geographical 
school teaching and pedagogy, and 
government agencies and 
departments).

2.3. Future Meetings

CHINA: Beijing 21-25 August 2016
33rd International Geographical Congress. 
Two paper sessions, namely:

1. A session on the topic “Studies in the 
History of Geography: past and 
present”. Chairs: Jacobo García-
Álvarez & Jean-Yves Puyo

2. A session on the topic “Geographical
imaginations, practices and stories of 
finisterrae and border spaces”, jointly 
organised with the IGU Commission 
on the Cultural Approach in 
Geography. Chairs: Enrique Aliste & 
Perla Zusman

BRAZIL: Rio de Janeiro 23-29 July 2015
25th International Congress of History of 
Science and Technology in Rio de Janeiro, 
in collaboration with the Rio members of 
the Brazilian network on the History of 
Geography and Historical Geography 
(Rede Brasileira de História da Geografia e 
Geografia Histórica). Proposed theme: 
“Critical, radical and postcolonial 
geographies and cartographies from early 
approaches to present-day debates”

CANADA: Quebec6-10 August 2018
IGU Regional Conference in Québec. 
Theme (already established): 
“Historiography of geography: 
developments, trends and challenges”.

POLAND: Warsaw 2018
17th International Conference of Historical 
Geographers. Session theme still to be 
decided.

IRELAND/EIRE: Dublin 2019
Commission Symposium. Proposed theme: 
“National imagination, national building, 
internal colonialism and historical 
geographies of identity-making”

TURKEY: Istanbul (candidate city) 2020
34th   International Geographical Congress 
(probably in Istanbul).
Proposed theme for the Commission 
session: “East, West, seas and 
Mediterranean worlds”.
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3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

Since the last International Geographical 
Congress, the current CSC has re-
established a policy of cooperation with 
other IGU Commissions and tasks forces 
which used to be very intense and fruitful 
in previous period. As a result of it, the 
Commission organised a joint paper session 
with the Commission on Gender and 
Geography within the framework of the 
Regional Conference held in Kyoto, on the 
topic “History of Geography, Geographical 
Thought and Practice, and Gender”. The 
success of this session, co-chaired by Prof. 
Tamami Fukuda (on behalf on the 
Commission on History of Geography) and 
Prof. Janice Monk (on behalf of the Gender 
and Geography Commission) was highly 
remarkable both for the quality of the 
papers and the large audience which it 
drew, and promises much for other future 
joint initiatives involving both 
Commissions. In this respect, the 
Commission is planning to include an 
specific item on “Gender perspectives on 
the History of Geography” within the call 
for papers for the Symposium on 
“Historiography of Geography” scheduled 
for 2015 in Quebec.
In a similar way, the Commission has 
proposed a joint session in cooperation with 
the Commission on Political Geography for 
the next IGU Regional Conference, to be 
held in Cracow. The topic of this session, 
co-chaired by Prof. Toshiyuki Shimazu (on 
behalf of the Commission on the History of 
Geography) and Dr. Ellena de ll’Agnese 
(on behalf of the Commission on Political 
Geography), will be: “What (political) 
geography ought to be? Theoretical 
approaches to and historical perspectives on 
geography and geopolitics as instruments of 
peace”.

The CSC is aware that the Commission’s 
cross-thematic approach lends itself to 
cooperation with other Commissions and 

Task Forces, and we will work to foster 
these developments during the following 
years, either within the framework of the 
IGU Regional Conference to be held in 
Moscow or in the 33rd IGC in Beijing.

3.2. Collaboration with national 
organisations and research groups

As noted in the Commission’s report for the 
period 2008-2012, the networking 
strategies followed by the current CSC did 
put particular emphasis on strengthening 
and multiplying relationships with national 
organisations and research groups 
specifically concerned with the history of 
geography and cartography. This approach 
has been fruitfully continued during the 
current period of activity (2012-2016), as 
evidenced by the following experiences and 
initiatives:

- the two meetings organised in 
Germany in August 2012 (symposium 
in Leipzig, papers sessions in 
Cologne), in cooperation with the 
history of geography reserach team of 
the Leibniz Institute for Regional 
Geography (Leibniz –Institute für 
Länderkunde) of Leipzig;

- two of the three meetings co-organised 
by the Commission in 2013: the first 
one in Manchester, in July, in 
cooperation with the History and 
Philosophy of Geography Research 
Group of the Royal Geographical 
Society with the Institute of British 
Geographers; the second one in Kyoto, 
in August, in cooperation with the 
Geographical Thought Study Group of 
the Human Geographical Society of 
Japan.

- the preparations for the Commission 
symposium planned for December 
2014 in Rio de Janeiro, that will be 
jointly organised with the Brazilian 
Network on the History of Geography 
and Historical Geography (Rede 
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Brasileira de Históriada Geografia e 
Geografia Histórica).

3.3. Cooperative efforts with the 
International Council for Science 
(ICSU)

Since 1976, the Commission has acted as 
an international Commission not only 
within the IGU, but also within the 
Division of History of Science and 
Technology (DHST) of the International 
Union of the History and Philosophy of 
Science and Technology
(IUHPST), which, the same as IGU, is part 
of the ICSU. Careful efforts have been 
made during the last years to re-establish 
and normalize the links of the Commission 
with the IUHPST, which, as noted in 
previous reports, were interrupted between 
2004 and 2008.

In this respect, during the period reported in 
this document, it should be noted that the 
Commission actively participated in the 
24th International Congress of the History 
of
Science, Technology and Medicine, in 
Manchester, July 2013. Within this 
framework, the Commission co-organised 
(in cooperation with the History and 
Philosophy of Geography Research Group 
of the Royal Geographical Society with the 
Institute of British Geographers) a 
Symposium on the topic “Geography and 
its Publics”. This included a total of 18 
paper presentations and two keynote 
lectures and commentaries, bringing 
together 21 authors coming from eleven 
different countries (the United Kingdom, 
France, United States, Mexico, Brazil, 
Russia, Italy, Belgium, Switzerland, Iraq 
and Spain).

As for every Commission of the IUHPST, 
the Commission on the History of 
Geography has a seat and right to vote in 
the IUHPST General Assembly (which 
takes place every four years, within the 
International Congresses) and submits 
annual reports for the IUHPST Executive 

Committee (which are assessed and 
approved by it). One of the members of the 
CSC is specifically engaged on keeping and 
strengthening the relationships with the 
IUHPST, namely Dr. Jan Vandersmissen, 
who is currently the Head of the Centre 
d'Histoire des Sciences et des Techniques at 
the University of Liège and, since 
December 2012, corresponding member of 
the International Academy of the History of 
Science (http://www.aihs-iahs.org/).

4. Publications

In the last four years, the Commission has 
issued three different kind of publications. 
The Commission has continued to edit the 
annual serial collection Geographers: 
Biobibliographical Studies (four volumes 
published between 2012 and 2015, one 
more forthcoming for October 2016), and 
the Commission’s periodical reports 
requested by the IGU Executive 
Committee. In addition to this, three of the 
Commission’s thematic symposia held in 
this period, together with the symposium 
held in Cape Verde in 2011, have resulted 
in three books and two journal special 
issues in Terra Brasilis (see Table 5.2) 
.Since we have already referred to the 
symposia which resulted in those 
monographs in item 2, in the following 
lines we shall focus the attention on the 
Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies 
series (henceforth GBS), the main and most 
distinctive publication of the Commission 
since 19772.The following report 
concerning the 2012-2016 period and the 
forthcoming plans has been written by 
Professors Charles W.J. Withers 
(University of Edinburgh) and Hayden 
Lorimer (University of Glasgow), who 
have been co-editors of GBS since 2007 to
date. Acknowledgements are due to them 
for this and especially for their valuable 
work for GBS throughout the last ten years. 
They both will cease to be co-editors from 
September 2016, after the publication of 
GBS 35 (2016), being replaced by Dr. 
Elisabeth Baigent (Oxford University) and 
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Prof. André Reyes Novaes (Rio de Janeiro 
State University).

Achievements in the period

Geographers Biobibliographical Studies 
continues to be, as an annual serial 
publication, the world’s leading source for 
the scholarly record of the lives, works, and 
achievements of leading geographers. The 
period 2012-2016 saw the publication of 
thirty-one essays on the lives and works of 
distinguished geographers (in detail: GBS 
31 (2012) – 8 essays; GBS 32 (2013) – 8; 
GBS 33 (2014) – 7; GBS 34 (2015) – 8. 
With the forthcoming publication in August 
2016 of GBS volume 35, the total will be 
increased to thirty-eight new GBS essays 
between 2008 and 2012. The overall total 
of GBS essays now stands in excess of 500 
essays, from Volume 1 in 1977. GBS 
represents the single greatest continuing 
scholarly resource in print on the lives and 
works of geographers in the world today.
In this period, two other issues should also 
be noted. The first has been the takeover of 
Continuum Publishers by Bloomsbury Ltd 
Publishers. This change of publishers was 
effected with the minimum of disruption to 
GBS (although it meant some style changes 
in the production of GBS), and the 
relationship between GBS, the IGU 
Commission, and the publishers remains 
strong. Although Bloomsbury treat GBS as 
an annual serial within its History subject 
imprint, this has had no deleterious effect 
on the relationship. If anything, 
Bloomsbury have been more prepared to 
distribute review copies of GBS and 
promote the publication than were 
Continuum. The second (and on-going) 
issue has been the development of the plans 
for the digitisation of GBS and the 
provision of an online version of GBS (in 
addition to the hard copy publication) and 
the development of a GBS Digital 
Resources of all the back number volumes 
and essays since the beginning of GBS (in 
1977).

This move to digital delivery has been for 
various reasons protracted: due to the need 
to secure all copies of the back numbers of 
GBS for scanning and digitisation; liaison 
between IGU Commission, publishers and 
co-editors over the best arrangements of 
access to the on-line version; delays within 
Bloomsbury over their Bloomsbury Digital 
platform. The digital version of GBS has 
been formally launched in February 2016 
(at 
https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/). 
Other achievements in the period include: 
the first institutional prosopographical GBS 
essay (in 2014 on Hull House 
Geographers); in 2016 (forthcoming) the 
first publication-based proposopographical 
essay (in a study of the ‘minor’ authors 
involved in the Géographie Universelle); a 
conference session on GBS and biography 
and the history of geography (organised by 
Lorimer and Withers) at the International 
Historical Geography Conference in 
London, July 2015.

Plans for the years ahead (2016-2020)

The co-editors of GBS, Professors Hayden 
Lorimer (University of Glasgow, UK) and 
Charles W J Withers (University of 
Edinburgh, UK) will stand down from their 
roles in September 2016 (after a period of 
10 years and only after seeing through all 
elements of the production and publication 
of GBS 35 (2016)) and liaising over hand-
over arrangements with the incoming 
editorial team. The incoming co-editors of 
GBS are Dr Elizabeth Baigent (University 
of Oxford) and Prof. André Reyes Novaes 
(University of Rio de Janeiro). Transitional 
planning for the hand-over of editorial 
responsibility is well underway: there is 
already a sufficient stock of essays in hand 
for GBS 36 (2017).

The development of the digital resource for 
GBS is an important milestone and 
opportunity for the scholarly community 
and for the IGU Commission. The co-
editors recognise the support this initiative 
has had from the IGU Commission and 
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from the IGU Executive. It will be 
important to build upon this development in 
appropriate ways. It is also crucial (and to 
echo our remarks in our report of 2012) that 
GBS continues to represent the 
geographical community world-wide. It is 
important that new people be added, that 
important figures from the history of the 
discipline be the subject of 
biobibliographical review and that as full a 
record as possible be established. It is 
important that GBS should include 
geographers of all nationalities, especially 
of those from outwith the Anglo-American 
and European geographical worlds: more 
essays on women geographers and 
geographers from the Global South would 
be particularly welcome. It is important that 
the geographical community helps 
publicise GBS that the volumes be the 
subject of critical review in relevant 
geographical journals across the world, and, 
where possible, that universities and 
institutions should subscribe to GBS in 
order to extend the reach of the IGU and 
the Commission.

5. Archival Contributions

Since its renewal in the 31st IGC to present, 
the CSC has reported regularly to the IGU 
Executive Committee on the Commission 
activities and publications and has 
transmitted a copy of the last to the IGU 
Secretary General (initially Prof. Woo-ik 
Yu; since 2010 Prof. Mike Meadows). 
According to the last IGU EC instructions 
in this regard, hard copies of the last GBS 
volume has been sent to the Archiv für 
Geographie at the Leibniz Institute for 
Regional Geography in Leipzig (www.ifl-
leipzig.de).

In addition to this, throughout the last 4 
years the Commission has been actively 
involved in several initiatives targeted to 
providing scholars, at an international level, 
with archival resources and other types of 
information sources necessary to conduct
high quality research on the history of 
geography. In this regard two actions 

should be remarked, both of them achieved 
with the valuable help and support of the 
IGU EC: 1) the digitisation of the entire 
GBS collection (see item 4 of this report); 
and 2) the acquisition, in 2013, of a copy of 
the International Dialogue Project (1978-
1988) videotape collection existing at the 
Lund University Library, which is now 
streaming via a dedicated IGU YouTube 
channel (http://igu-online.org/dialogue-
project/). Details on this second initiative 
(which was included in the Commission 
2012-2016 Work Plan) have been described 
in the 2012-13 and 2014 Commission 
Activity Reports.

Finally, it is also worth to notice that, as 
indicated in item 6 of this report, one of the 
archivists of the aforementioned Archiv für 
Geographie, Dr. Bruno Schelhaas, has been 
proposed as member of the next CSC. This 
appointment will strategically contribute 
not only to strengthen the relationships 
between the Commission and that Archive, 
but also to develop other ongoing or new 
initiatives aiming to provide the 
international geographical community with 
archival resources related to the history of 
the discipline.

6. Continuation

6.1. Commission Mission

The Commission on the History of 
Geography actively promotes the 
multilingual and worldwide promotion of 
research in the Philosophy and History of 
Geography, Historical Geography and the 
History of Cartography. The Commission 
has an interdisciplinary agenda and works 
in collaboration with other scholars in the 
wider fields of the histories of science. 
After 48 years of existence, one of the 
Commission’s main duties is to contribute 
to the UGI and to represent our disciplinary 
sector. The Commission engages in a range 
of scientific approaches and is committed
to research on geography’s 
institutionalization processes and to 
geography’s non-academic and heterodox 
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presence. We acknowledge the importance 
of the social, political and cultural contexts 
behind the production of geographical 
knowledge and the theoretical impetus of 
the spatial turn in the history of science. We 
address the processes of colonization and 
nation building and the relations between 
geography and planning/territorial policies. 
We encourage the study and the 
development of non-European geographical 
cultures and challenge internalist, historicist 
and positivist readings of geography’s 
disciplinary history.

6.2. Steering Committee

The CSC proposes to make some changes 
regarding its composition for the 2016-
2020 period. Five current members of the 
CSC will remain in their positions: Tamami 
Fukuda, Judite do Nascimento, Leon 
Yacher, Guy Mercier and Perla Zusman.

The other current members will be replaced 
by the following colleagues:
- Prof. Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg 

will replace Prof. Jacobo García-
Álvarez as Commission Chair.

- Prof. Marie-Vic Ozouf-Marignier will 
replace Prof. Mike Heffernan as Vice-
President.

- Dr. Federico Ferretti will replace Prof. 
Jean-Yves Puyo as 
Secretary/Treasurer/Website editor.

- Prof. André Reyes Novaes will replace 
Prof. Charles Withers as representative 
of Geographers: Biobibliographical 
Studies.

- Dr. Elizabeth Baigent will replace Dr. 
Jan Vandersmissen as member tied to 
the associations on history of Science, 
being also co-editor of Geographers: 
Biobibliographical Studies.

- Dr. Bruno Schelhaas will replace Prof. 
João Carlos Garcia.

The new members, who have already 
agreed to join the CSC, are scholars with 
extensive experience and recognition in the 
field of the history of geography in their 
respective geographical areas, and have 

already worked actively in initiatives 
organized by the Commission.

We will maintain the appointment of Profs. 
Anne Buttimer and Vincent Berdoulay as 
Honorary Chairs, as a way of formally 
acknowledging their intense, decisive and 
longstanding engagement with the 
Commission and in order to be able to draw 
upon their valuable help in the future. We 
will add to them, as Honorary Chair, the 
outgoing Chair, Prof. Jacobo García-
Álvarez.

In order to further strengthen this 
international presence we propose that the 
outgoing Commission members who are 
willing to continue their engagement should 
remain in the Commission as honorary 
members. Thus, we propose that the 
outgoing CSC members, Mike Heffernan, 
Jean-Yves Puyo, Charles Withers, Jan 
Vandersmissen and João Garcia, remain as 
honorary members and that we are able to 
consult with them as commission 
representatives for the respective nations.

The complete contact information of the 
new CSC membership for 2016-2020 is 
listed below:

Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg, Chair 
University of Milan-Bicocca
Milano, Italy
marcella.schmidt@unimib.it

Marie-Vic Ozouf-Marignier, Vice-chair 
EHESS
Paris, France
marie-vic.ozouf-marignier@ehess.fr

Federico Ferretti, Secretary-Treasurer and 
Website editor 
University College Dublin
School of Geography 
Dublin, Ireland 
federico.ferretti@ucd.ie

Elizabeth Baigent, co-editor of 
Geographers Biobibliographical Studies
University of Oxford 
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Oxford, UK
elizabeth.baigent@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

André Reyes Novaes, co-editor of 
Geographers Biobibliographical Studies 
Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, 
Departamento de Geografia Humana
Rio de Janeiro, RJ – Brasil
andrereyesnovaes@gmail.com

Guy Mercier
Centre interuniversitaire d’études sur les 
lettres, les arts et les traditions (CELAT) 
Département de géographie
Université de Laval
Québec, Canada
Guy.Mercier@ggr.ulaval.ca

Tamami Fukuda
School of Environmental System Sciences 
Osaka Prefecture University
Osaka, JAPAN
tamami@hs.osakafu-u.ac.jp

Leon Yacher
Department of Geography 
Southern Connecticut State University 
New Haven, CT, United States of America 
yacherl1@southernct.edu

Perla Zusman
CONICET/Instituto de Geografía, 
Universidad de Buenos Aires 
Buenos Aires, Argentina
perlazusman@yahoo.es

Bruno Schelhaas
Leibniz-Institut für Länderkunde 
Leipzig, Germany
B_Schelhaas@ifl-leipzig.de

Judite Nascimento
Departamento de Ciència e Tecnologia 
Universidade de Cabo Verde
Santiago, Cabo Verde
judite.nascimento@adm.unicv.edu.cv

Honorary chairs

Anne Buttimer
University College Dublin 

School of Geography 
Dublin, Ireland
anne.buttimer@ucd.ie

Vincent Berdoulay 
Département de Géographie
Laboratoire Société, Environnement, 
Territoire 
Université de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour 
Pau, France
vincent.berdoulay@univ-pau.fr

Jacobo García-Álvarez
Departamento de Humanidades: 
Historia, Geografía y Arte 
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
Madrid, Spain
jacobo.garcia@uc3m.es

Other honorary members

Michael Heffernan 
School of Geography 
University of Nottingham 
Nottingham, United Kingdom 
Mike.Heffernan@nottingham.ac.uk

Jean-Yves Puyo 
Département de Géographie
Laboratoire Société, Environnement, 
Territoire Université de Pau et des Pays de 
Pau, France
jean-yves.puyo@univ-pau.fr

Charles W. J. Withers 
Institute of Geography 
University of Edinburgh 
Edinburgh, UK
c.w.j.withers@ed.ac.uk

João Carlos Garcia 
Departamento de Geografía 
Facultade de Letras 
Universidade do Porto
Porto, Portugal
E-mail: jgarcia@letras.up.pt

Jan Vandersmissen
Centre d’Histoire des Sciences et des 
Techniques 
Université de Liège
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Liège, Belgium
Jan.Vandersmissen@ulg.ac.be

6.3. Future work plan

The programme of the Commission on the 
History of Geography will continue the 
work done by the outgoing members, 
whose previous work we fully 
acknowledge.
Our first duty will be to continue organising 
substantial sessions in the Philosophy and 
History of Geography within the 
international conferences of the IGU and 
the ICHST, as well as the periodic 
organisation of Commission-led specific 
symposiums in collaboration with local 
organisations.

As a minimum conference program, we 
will organise sessions on the history of 
geography in the following occasions:

• 2017: 25th International Congress of 
History of Science and Technology in 
Rio de Janeiro, in collaboration with 
the Rio members of the Brazilian 
network on the History of Geography 
and Historical Geography (Rede 
Brasileira de História da Geografia e 
Geografia Histórica). Proposed theme: 
“Critical, radical and postcolonial 
geographies and cartographies from 
early approaches to present-day 
debates”

• 2018: IGU Regional Conference in 
Québec. Theme (already established): 
“Historiography of geography: 
developments, trends and challenges”.

• 2018: International Conference of 
Historical Geographers (ICHG) in 
Warsaw: after the success of the 2015 
ICHG in London, we will circulate 
information and encourage members 
and collaborators to attend and to 
organize autonomous sessions. We 
plan to ask the organisers about the 
possibility of holding a public meeting 
of the Commission in Warsaw, in order 

to give us further international 
visibility.

• 2019: Commission symposium in 
Dublin. Proposed theme: “National 
imagination, national building, internal 
colonialism and historical geographies 
of identity-making”.

• 2020: 34th International Geographical 
Congress (probably in Istanbul). 
Proposed theme for the Commission 
section: “East, West, seas and 
Mediterranean worlds”.

As a ‘forward look’:

- 2021: Regional conference in Milan. 
Proposed theme. “Geographical 
teaching, historical geographies of 
education and society”

- 2022: Engaging a specific work for the 
Centennial IGU Conference in Paris, in 
collaboration with the CFNG and the 
French-speaking members and the IGU 
Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task 
Force.

Supplementary conferences can be 
organised in liaison with local groups or for 
special occasions which members think 
worthy of the Commission’s presence: for 
instance, the collaboration with the IGU 
Commission on Political Geography, with 
which successful joint sessions have been 
organized in the last IGU Regional 
Conferences in Cracow (2014) and 
Moscow (2015), as well as with the 
Commission on Gender and Geography 
(Kyoto, 2013) and the Commission on the 
Cultural Approach in Geography (Beijing 
2016). The conferences’ themes will 
highlight the continuity with the former 
commission’s research policy. We consider 
the history of geography not as a collection 
of notions and facts but as the critical 
interpretation of historical and situated 
ideas in geography and we pay strong 
attention to their societal relevancy and 
cultural contexts, in addition to our concern 
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with the spatial turn in social sciences and 
with scientific phenomena and non-
academic practices.

In continuation with several of the major 
objectives outlined in the Commission 
2012- 2016 Work Plan, our primary 
strategic task will be the consolidation and 
expansion of the international and 
multilingual network of the Commission on 
the History of Geography, improving the 
participation of extra-European groups, 
mainly through the creation of an 
international directory of groups and 
associations concerned with the history of 
geography, identifying at least one 
individual for every country in order to 
strengthen scientific networking and 
exchange of ideas (drawing for example 
upon the former commission members who 
are now honorary members). This will be 
accompanied by the creation of an 
international directory of archives (both 
personal and institutional) related to the 
history of geography, to make these 
materials (including the IGU archives 
themselves) available to the global 
geographical community and to others such 
as historians of science, as well as to 
provide for their detailed inventory and 
adequate conservation.

Specific duties and communicational tasks:

• We will maintain the website in Pau, 
thanks to the availability and support 

of colleagues there, and will keep the 
site constantly updated.

• We will support the outgoing 
commission’s proposals on the annual 
serial publication Geographers: Bio-
Bibliographical Studies (GBS), whose 
digitization has been completed and 
launched in February 2016, as 
indicated in item 4 of this report. We 
will work with the publishers to 
disseminate this publication in all its 
forms. Either inside or outside of GBS’ 
editorial framework, we will consider 
the creation of an on-line geographers’ 
biographical dictionary, with the 
collaboration of the entire international 
directory, to give visibility to the work 
of the Commission and to research 
groups specially working on history of 
geography.

• We will support any effort to digitize 
and make publically available digital 
archives containing interviews, videos 
and records on geographers’ activities, 
in the same line as the outgoing CSC, 
together with the IGU EC, promoted 
the online publishing of the 
International Dialogue Project (1978-
1988) videotape collection via a 
dedicated IGU You Tube Channel (see 
item 5).

C12.22 Islands

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chang-Yi David Chang, Chair
Institute of Geography 
National Taiwan University
1, Sec. 4, Roosevelt Road
Taipei 106, China-Taipei

Tel: +886-2- 33665827   
Fax: +886-2- 23622911
E-mail: changyi@ntu.edu.tw 

Eric Clark, Vice Chair 
Department of Human Geography 
Lund University 
Sölvegatan 12, 22362 Lund 
Sweden 
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Tel. +46 - 46 222 94 96   
Fax. +46 - 46 222 84 01 
E-mail: eric.clark@keu.lu.se

Huei-Min Tsai, Executive Secretary
Graduate Institute of Environmental 
Education
National Taiwan Normal University
P.O. Box 97-145
Taipei 116 China-Taipei
Tel: +886-2-77346565  
Fax: +886-2- 29325570
E-mail: hmtsai@ntnu.edu.tw

Godfrey Baldacchino  
University of Prince Edward Island
Charlottetown 
Canada C1A 4P3
Tel: (902) 566- 0909
Email: gbaldacchino@upei.ca
Costis Hadjimichalis
Harokopio University of Athens
Department of Geography
70 EL. Venizilou St., Athens
17671 Greece
Tel. +302109549100   
Fax +302109577050 
E-mail: hadjimichalis@hua.gr  

Maciej Jedrusik
University of Warsaw 
Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies
Krakowskie Przedmiescie 30 000-927 
Warsaw, Poland
Tel: +48-22 55 20 631
Email: maciusik1@uw.edu.pl

Gerard Persoon  
Department of Anthropology
Leiden University
P. O. Box 9518
2300 RA Leiden
The Netherlands
Tel: +31 71 5277474   
Fax: +31 71 5277496
Email: persoon@cml.leidenuniv.nl

Beate Ratter  
Institute of Geography University of 
Hamburg
BundesstraBe 55, 20146 Hamburg, 

Germany
Tel.: (040) 42838 5225  
Fax: (040) 42838 4981
E-mail: ratter@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de

Steve Royle  
School of Geography, Archaeology and
Palaeoecology
Queen's University Belfast
Belfast BT7 1NN
Northern Ireland, UK
Tel/fax: +44 (0)2890 973355   
Fax: +44 (0)2890 973212
Email: s.royle@qub.ac.uk

Philip Steinberg 
Department of Geography
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-2190, USA 
Tel: +1-850-6441706     
Fax: +1-850-6445913
E-mail: psteinbe@coss.fsu.edu 
Elaine Stratford
School of Geography and Environmental 
Studies, Hobart Campus
Geography-Geology Building, Room 425
University of Tasmania, Australia
Tel: +61 3 6226 2462       
Fax: +61 3 6226 2989 
E-mail: Elaine.Stratford@utas.edu.au 

François Taglioni  
Institute of research on development
BP 172 97492 Sainte-Clotilde cedex
Reunion Island
Tel. + 262 692 943 772 (Reunion island)
Tel. + 33 663 286 092 (France)
E-mail: tagli@diplomacy.edu

Randy Thaman  
Department of Geography
Faculty of Islands and Oceans
The University of the South Pacific
Laucala Campus, Fiji
Tel: (+679) 323 2542   
Fax: (+679) 323 1506
E-mail: thaman_r@usp.ac.fj     

1.2. Membership and Elections
There is no formal list of membership. The 
participants of each conference and meeting 
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are automatically on the mailing list for 
upcoming events. The number on mailing 
list is about 150, covering 25 countries 
(August, 2014)

New Members and Partnership: Everybody 
in this conference is welcome (no 
membership fee).

2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2007-2015

The Inaugural Meeting of the Commission 
was held on October 29- November 3, 2007 
at National Taiwan University in Taipei, 
China-Taipei (about 150 participants)

The 31st IGC Tunis, Tunisia in August, 
2008
Three sessions were organized: 
1. Island vulnerability and complexity, 
2. Island environmental history and 

development,
3. Island culture, place and identity. 

20 papers from 8 countries (Russia, 
Netherlands, Sweden, UK, Ireland, Canada, 
Korea, China-Taipei) were presented. 
There were about 50 participants in the 
sessions.

Participating in Islands of the World X, 
ISISA (International Small Island 
Studies Association) at Jeju Island, Korea, 
25-29 August 2008. 

The conference theme was: Globalizing 
Islands: Culture, Peace, Resources and 
Sustainability. Steering Committee 
members played active roles in organizing 
sessions.
Participation: ca 200.

Organizing workshop on: Timescapes of 
Islands in the Asia-Pacific Region: 
Environmental History and Time 
Horizons of Management, at Academia 
Sinica, Taipei, China-Taipei, 28 - 29 
October 2008. 

The workshop was organized by steering 
committee members in collaboration with
the Center for Asian Pacific Area Studies, 
Academia Sinica, IHDP- China-Taipei, and 
IIAS Leiden University. The selected 
papers have been published in a theme 
issue Journal of Asia Pacific, Vol. 44. 2009. 

Organized workshop on Re-thinking 
Sustainability: Historical-Political 
Ecology Perspectives on Islands, at 
National Taiwan Normal University, 30-31
October 2008, in collaboration with Lund 
University and National Taiwan Normal 
University. Taipei, China-Taipei, Papers: 
18, Participation: ca 100.

The 3rd Nordic Geographers Meeting, 8-
11 June 2009, Turku, Finland: participating 
in three sessions on Islands Studies: 
Geography of coastal regions and 
Rethinking human/non-human associations: 
changing politics of nature.

The First World Congress of 
Environmental History (WCEH) 4-8
August 2009, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Organizing a session on Ecological 
Imperialism Redefined. Participating in 
four other sessions.

AAG 2010 Annual Meeting, 14-18 April 
2010, Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 
Participating in sessions: (i) Real Worlds 
and Environmental Visions I & II (ii) Re-
thinking Islandness: Discursive Spaces and 
Tidalectics in Island Worlds - I, II, III

IGU Tel Aviv Regional Meeting, 12-16
July 2010, Tel Aviv, Israel; Participating 
two sessions in the IGU Commission on 
Islands meeting.

5-10 Participating in ISISA Islands of 
the World XI: Celebrating Island 
Connectivities, August 23-26, 2010, 
Bornholm, Denmark.

The 2010 IGU Commission on Islands 
Meeting and Conference, Finding Their 



- 222 -
222

 

Place: Islands in Social Theory 27-30 
August 2010, Ven, Sweden. (Local 
Organizers: Eric Clark and Godfrey 
Baldacchino).

Most of Steering Committee Members 
attended Committee Meeting; Participants: 
ca 120. *Published theme issue on Culture 
Geography.

Collaboration conference: The 2nd Island 
Dynamics Conference- Taking Malta 
Out of the Box – Island Cultures, 
Economies and Identities, 11–15 May 
2011, Valletta, Malta. 

Steering Committee members played key 
roles in organizing related sessions.

The First Conference of East Asian 
Environmental History (EAEH 2011), 
24-26 November 2011, Academia Sinica, 
Taipei, China-Taipei.
Participating islands sessions.

IGU Regional Meeting, 14-18 November 
2011, Santiago, Chile; Participating in the 
IGU Commission on Islands meeting and 
the Commission Business Meeting.

Participating in ISISA Islands of the 
World XII: Globalization: Islands 
Adapting to Change, 29 May – 1 June 
2012, The Virgin Islands (BVI)

IGU Congress- The 32nd IGC Cologne 
2012, 26-30 August 2012, Cologne, 
Germany.

The IGU Commission on Islands Supported 
by LOICZ (UNIHDP Programme) will 
organize a commission meeting and the 
conference sessions on the theme “ 
Human/Nature- Interaction on Small 
Islands- An Integrative Geography 
Perspective” (Local Organizer: Beate 
Ratter).

The 2012 IGU Commission on Islands 
meeting and Post Congress Fieldtrip, 

Human-Culture Interaction on Norderney –
East Frisian Islands, Germany. 31
August-4 September, 2012. (Local 
Organizer: Beate Ratter).

IGU Commission on Islands meeting with 
the 3rd Island Dynamics Confernce: 
Local Actions in a Global Context, 15-17
January 2013, Longyearbyen Island, 
Norway. 13

2013 IGU Regional Conference, 
Kyoto, Japan, August 2013. 
The Commission organized 2 islands 
sessions.

2013 IGU Penghu Archipelago 
Commission on Islands Meeting,
Penghu, China-Taipei, Oct. 1-5, 2013, 
organized by Prof. Kuo-Yuan Kau) (Joint 
Session with IGU Commission on 
Globalization, Marginalization and Local 
Response)

2014 IGU Regional Conference, Krakow, 
Poland, August 2014. The Commission 
organized 3 islands sessions.
2015 IGU Regional Conference, Moscow, 
Russia August 2015. The Commission 
organized 2 islands sessions.

2.2. Future Meetings

2016 IGU Commission on Islands meeting, 
June 25-30 2016 Taipei, China-Taipei,
organized by Professor J.C. Lin, National 
Taiwan University.

2017 Joint meeting with Island Tourism：
Economic and Labor Market
Implication, November 18-23, 2016, by 
Professor Godfrey Baldacchino, 
The University of Malta, Malta.

3. Networking

The Commission maintains 
communications with the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Knowledges and Rights 
Commission, and collaborates regularly 
with ISISA (International Small Island 
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Studies Association), Island Dynamics (an 
island studies network based on University 
of Aberdeen, UK, and Isle of Man), LOICZ 
(UNIHDP Progrmme), Environmental 
History (WCTH) and other Island Studies 
institutions.

- 2007 IGU Commission on Indigenous 
Peoples’ Knowledge and Rights.

- Participation in Islands of the World X, 
ISISA (International Small Island 
Studies Association) at Jeju Island, 
Korea, 25-29 August 2008. The 
conference theme was: Globalizing 
Islands: Culture, Peace, Resources and 
Sustainability. Steering Committee 
members played important roles in 
organizing sessions. Participation: 200

- The 3rd Nordic Geographers Meeting, 
8-11 June 2009, Turku, Finland: 
participation in three sessions: 
Geography of coastal regions and 
Rethinking human/non-human 
associations: changing politics of 
nature I & II.

- The First World Congress of 
Environmental History (WCEH) 4-8
August 2009, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Organized a session on Ecological 
Imperialism Redefined. Participation in 
four other sessions.

- AAG 2010 Annual Meeting, 14-18 
April 2010, Washington, D.C. 
Participation in sessions: (i) Real 
Worlds and Environmental Visions I & 
II (ii) Re-thinking Islandness: 
Discursive Spaces and Tidalectics in 
Island Worlds - I, II, III

- Participation in ISISA Islands of the 
World XI: Celebrating Island 
Connectivities, August 23-26, 2010, 
Bornholm, Denmark.

- Joint meeting with the 2nd Island 
Dynamic Conference in Malta, 11-15 
May 2011.

- Joint meeting with the 4th Island 
Dynamic Conference in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, 2014.

- Joint meeting with ISISA Islands of the 
World XIII, Penghu Archipelago, 
China-Taipei, September, 2014.

- Joint meeting with IGU Commission 
on Geomorphology and Society Taipei, 
China-Taipei, October, 2014

4. Publications

4.1. Commission website

The Commission website is regularly 
updated: 
http://igu-islands.giee.ntnu.edu.tw/

4.2. Other

- Island Studies Journal 
http://vre2.upei.ca/islandstudies.ca/journal 
is managed by Steering Committee member 
Godfrey Baldacchino and is one forum for 
publication of commission research.

- Endorsement and supporting books and 
theme issues on island research.

- Many publications of Commission 
members will be updated on websites.

- After 2012 Cologne IGU, IGU 
Commission on Islands and LOICZ 
will look for a publication of the best 
presentations. (The local organizer, 
Professor Beate Ratter, has 
communicated with Dr. Hartwig 
Kremer, LOICZ).

- Joint Publication with Island Dynamics 
Conference.

- Special Issue for the Islands 
Commission in 2014 IGU Regional 
Conference at Krakow has been 
published by Professor Macirj 
Jedrusik.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The main missions of the commission are:
1) to promote island studies in 

geographical sciences among 
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international geographical research 
communities.

2) to provide a platform in connecting 
island studies with existing 
international programs and island 
networks.

3) to promote the study of island 
geography in education programs at all 
levels, especially, but not exclusively, 
in island societies.

4) to support and promote the publication 
of island geographic research.

5) to collaborate with international and 
regional organizations to enhance 
dialogue on sustainable development 
of island societies.

5.2. Future work plan

The tentative work plan of the Commission 
on Islands will be：

1) IGU Commission on Islands meeting, 
June 25-30, 2016 Taipei, China-Taipei,
organized by Professor J.C. Lin, 
National Taiwan University.

2) Joint meeting with Island Tourism：
Economic and Labor Market 
Implication, November 18-23, 2016, 

by Professor Godfrey Baldacchino
The University of Malta, Malta.

The scholarly importance of the anticipated 
results of the IGU Commission on Islands 
(2016-18) will be:

1) As bounded arenas, islands have long 
facilitated examination of structural 
forces and mechanisms of interaction 
and change relevant to vastly broader 
contexts than the unique places they 
are.

2) Bringing these themes together in 
synthetic geographic research and 
international collaborative projects is 
an increasingly urgent task as 
humanity navigates its future in a 
rapidly and unevenly globalizing 
world. The IGU Commission on 
Islands seeks to work together with 
related IGU Commissions and other 
relevant national and international 
organizations in promoting research on 
and awareness of island development 
issues.

C12.23 Karst

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair: Dr Elena TROFIMOVA 
Laboratory of Geomorphology 
Institute of Geography 
Russian Academy of Sciences 
MOSCOW RUSSIA
e.trofimova1@gmail.com 

Vice Chair: Dr Nataša RAVBAR
Karst Research Institute
POSTOJNA SLOVENIA
natasa.ravbar@zrc-sazu.si

Prof. Michael DAY
University of Wisconsin
College of Letters and Science
Department of Geography 
MILWAUKEE USA
mickday@csd.uwm.edu

Dr Amos FRUMKIN 
Department of Geography 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Mount Scopus
JERUSALEM ISRAEL
msamos@mscc.huji.ac.il
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Dr Martin TRAPPE
Catholic University of Eichstät-Ingolstadt 
Department of Physical Geography 
EICHSTÄTT GERMANY
martin.trappe@ku-eichstaett.de 
mga025@ku-eichstaett.de

Prof. Kyung Sik WOO
Cave Research Institute of Korea 
Department of Geology 
Kangwon National University 
Kangwondo REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
wooks@kangwon.ac.kr

Dr Asami HADA
Department of Geography
College of Humanities and Sciences 
Hihon University
TOKYO JAPAN
a_hada@chs.nihon-u.ac.jp

Dr Luiz Eduardo PANISSET 
TRAVASSOS
Laboratório De Estudos Ambientais – LEA
Pontificia Unisersidade Católica de Minas 
Gerais (PUC Minas) Laboratório de 
Estudos Urbanos e Regionais
BRASIL
luizepanisset@gmail.com

PhD Eszter TANÁCS
University of Szeged
Department of Climatology and Landscape 
Ecology 
SZEGED HUNGARY
nadragulya@geo.u-szeged.hu

Dr Kevin KIERNAN
School of Geography and Environmental 
University of Tasmania
Hobart, Tasmania AUSTRALIA
Kevin.kiernan@utas.edu.au, 
kevink15ft@gmail.com

Dr Radosław DOBROWOLSKI 
University of Maria Curie-Sklodowska 
Institute of Earth Sciences
Department of Physical Geography and 
Palaeogeography 
LUBLIN POLAND
rdobro64@gmail.com
rdobro@biotop.umcs.lublin.pl

1.2. Corresponding Members
Number of commission corresponding members (total and by countries) as of 1 December 2015:

China 22 Spain 8 Czech 3
France 19 Canada 7 New Zealand 3
Germany 18 Hungary 7 The Philippines 3
Iran 18 Poland 7 The Netherland 2
Slovenia 17 Croatia 6 Romania 2
United Kingdom 15 Israel 5 Switzerland 2
Australia 14 Slovak 5 Turkey 2
Belgium 12 Portugal 4 Vietnam 2
Russia 11 Japan 4 Austria 2
USA 11 Ukraine 4 Indonesia 2
Brazil 9 Bulgaria 3 India 1
Italy 8 Cuba 3 Korea 1
Total 36 countries 263
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2. Meetings

International Karstological Schools (IKS) “Classic karst” in Postojna (Slovenia) were the 
representative annual meetings of Karst Commission during 2012-2016.

No of 
IKS Year Dates of 

IKS in June Subject Participants Countries

20 2012 18-23 Karst forms and processes 136 31

21 2013 10-14 Hypogene speleogenesis: between 
theory and reality 125 28

22 2014 16-22 Karst and microorganisms 94 20
23 2015 15-20 Caves – Explorations and Studies 252 37
24 2016 ? Palaeokarst

Every IKS is characterized by a special, the 
most actual for the recent karstology, 
subject. The leading karstologists from 
different countries are invited to deliver the 
key-note lectures at the beginning of 
International Schools. The IKSs include the 
scientific sessions (with oral and poster 
presentations), field excursions, as well as 
the social events (demonstrations of 
videofilms about interesting karst regions, 
reports about complicated speleological 
expeditions, etc.). Usually, not less 40 % of 
IKSs participants are the young 
karstologists (among which the women are 
widely represented), a considerable part of 
the ones are from the developing countries.

The results of IKSs are reflected In the 
International issues “Acta Karsologica”, 
where the most important presentations are 
published as the papers. The subjects of 
next IKSs are at the focus of attention 
during the Commission’s meetings.

2012: The basic idea of Commission’s 
meeting during the jubilee 20th IKS was to 
sum up and to discuss the new findings in 
the course of the last 19th Schools: the 20th 
IKS was an opportunity to review our 
current understanding of typical karst forms 
and processes, to stress the research 
advances in the last two decades and to 

define the challenges and perspectives from 
the next generations: by example, the 
influence of hypogene processes to 
speleogenesis, the stipulating role of 
weathering processes in the development of 
karstification, etc.

2013: The aim of meeting was to present 
the basic hydro-geological, geological and 
chemical principles and the processes of 
hypogene speleogenesis. Special attention 
was centered to the geometry of cave 
passages and wall rock features which are 
often interpreted as hypogene, but could 
have as well formed otherwise, such as in 
meteoric floodwater conditions or by 
dissolution in contact with sediments. 
Hypogene speleogenesis is a new direction 
of recent karstology.

2014: This meeting was served as a forum 
to exchange by ideas and experiences 
among the professionals who deal with the 
microorganisms on a daily base. Significant 
emphasis was given to the need for the 
holistic understanding of karst, including 
geological, geomorphologic, hydro-
geological and ecological processes that are 
affected to microbiota. The information, 
received by microbiologists, gradually use 
as supplement for the comprehensive 
understanding of underground processes.
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2015: The Commission’s meeting was 
combined with the 50th Anniversary of the 
International Union of Speleology – UIS. 
The main successes in the explorations and 
scientific study of caverns were at the 
centre of attention. It was marked that the 
caves play an important role during a long
human history: they were used by ancient 
people as the dwelling and the shelter 
starting the Palaeolithic. But the first 
systematic explorations and realistic 
descriptions of underground cavities were 
started only in the XVIIIth century. As the 
science, occupying by cave researches, the 
speleology was based in the XIXth century. 
In course of scientific sessions the different 
directions of recent cave explorations were 
considered: microclimate, geological and 
hydro-geological conditions, morphology 
and biological aspects. As for today, cave 
Mamontova (USA) is the longest one in the 
world with the length of more than 560 km, 
the vertical karst system of cave Krubera 
(Abkhazia) is the deepest: its pits are 
stretched to more than 2 km.

32nd International Geographical 
Congress, 26-30 August 2012, Cologne, 
Germany, 18 participants from 10 
countries.

During the Congress in Cologne the work 
of two scientific sessions – “Human 
impacts and environmental changes in 
karst” and “Management and conservation 
of karst landscapes” and the field excursion 
to the Iserlohn karst area (the German cave 
Museum and the Dechenhöhle cave, as well 
as the locality, the so-called Felsenmeer at 
Hemer, which is a classical point for karren 
in the non –alpine Central Europe) were 
organized. The multiple indicators of karst 
environmental degradation on the territory 
of Europe and Asia were represented both 
on the surface of karst massifs, and inside 
of the ones. It was marked that the 
urbanization puts a significant pressure on 
the karst, especially through the acidifying 
effect of the infiltrating contaminated 
water. As the result, the importance of 
landscape long-term ecological research   in 

karst regions in the XXIst century was 
emphasized.

The List of a new Steering Committee and 
the state of Commission’s web-site were at 
the focus of attention in course of 
Commission’s business meeting.

Regional Conference IGU “Traditional 
Wisdom and Modern Knowledge for the 
Earth’s Future”, 4-9 August 2013, Kyoto, 
Japan, 10 participants from 4 countries

Considerable attention during 
Commission’s meeting was to a new 
project “Saving Caves – Towards an 
International Protection System for Karst 
Environments”. The structure of the 
monograph was proposed as following: I –
Introduction, including the brief statement 
of the need and an overview of relevant 
treaties (World Heritage and RAMSAR) 
and the model of new international 
agreement for caves and karst areas; II –
The Scientific and cultural background: 
Location, nature and extent of karst 
environments at a global scale (authors: A. 
Hada and E. Trofimova); Karst and carbon 
cycle (authors: J. Cao, B. Hu, Ch. Groves, 
F. Huang, H. Yang, Ch. Zhang), Karst and 
mineral deposits (P. Forti and B. Onac), 
Karst environment (D.C. Culver), 
Palaeontological research in karst areas (B. 
Sala), Archaeological research in karst 
areas (N. Uomini), Art in caves (R. 
Bednarik); III – Human impact, resources 
utilization and tourism: Modern resource 
use and its impact in karst areas – water 
resources (M. Trappe), Modern resource
use and its impact in karst areas –
agriculture, forestry and grazing (E. 
Tanács), Modern resource use and its 
impact in karst areas – mining and 
quarrying (M. Parise), Tourism (A. Cigna); 
IV – Management and protection of karst 
areas: Vulnerability and auto/restoration 
capacities of karst geosystems (I. Bárány-
Kevei), Systemic organization of karst 
landscapes (V. Andreychouk), Some 
general rules for planning in karst areas (T. 
Slabe, M. Knez, J. Kogovšek, F. Mihevc, J. 
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Mulec, M. Perne, M. Petrič, T. Pipan, M. 
Prelovšek, S. Šebela. N. Navbar); V - Some 
considerations of the legal status of caves 
and karst areas and the legislative frame 
work governing karst environment and 
heritage: Legal status of caves and karst 
areas (G. Middleton) and Necessary 
qualities in legislation to protect karst areas 
(G. Middleton).
After the conference, 10-12th of August, 
the excursion to Akiyoshi Plateau was 
organized with the visit of two caves 
(Shuhodo and Kagekiyodo), Quarry 
Company and the village in the Uvales. The 
accent was done to the presentation of 
human activities on the Plateau.

Regional Conference IGU “Changes, 
Challenges Responsibility”, 18-22 August 
2014, Krakow, Poland, 16 participants from 
8 countries

The work of scientific sessions devoted to 
“Environmental Change and Stewardship 
Responsibilities in Karst Regions” was 
organized in the frame work the 
International Geographical Union Regional 
Conference. During the sessions the main 
attention was centered on the stewardship 
responsibilities in water exploitation (the 
influence of contaminated water on karst 
environment was emphasized), 
deforestation, urbanization and tourism, 
which are resulting in potentially 
irreversible changes in karst landscapes. 
Interesting new directions in the 
explorations were discussed: for the first 
time the relations between aboveground net 
primary productivity ANPP), rain-use 
efficiency and human activity’s intensity 
were revealed for the karst settings in 
China, and universal approach to the 
assessment of cave environmental  changes 
– so-called Cave Disturbance Index, 
relating to relief, water objects, air, 
vegetation and fauna (as the main 
geographical components of cave 
environment) plus cultural aspects of recent 
cave use. Generally, the spread of Chinese 
karstological school participation to the 
Regional Conferences IGU was noted.

The participants of conference visited the 
salt mine “Velichka”.
Regional Conference IGU “Geography, 
Culture and Society for Our Future 
Earth”, 21-25 August 2015, Moscow, 
Russia, 12 participants from 5 countries.

Theoretical aspects and practical 
approaches to sustainable development in 
karst landscapes, which are highly sensitive 
to different types of human activity, were at 
the centre of attention. It was underlined 
that the vulnerability of karst terrain arises 
from, first and foremost, the rapid transit 
time of percolating groundwater, the 
limited filtration capacity of karst bedrocks 
and the considerably specialized 
subterranean biota. The sessions were 
focused on the interactions among physical 
aspects of karst, such as geomorphologic 
and hydro-geological processes, human 
endeavors and environmental issues in 
karst. This is a particular importance: big 
discussion flared up around effects 
proposed of mixed corrosion for the 
formation of waterfalls in karst of Northern 
China and contradictory opinions were 
expressed in relation to approach to the 
local geomagnetic variation’s use for the 
indication of karst caverns and taliks.

European Geosciences Union General 
Assembly, session NH8.6: Sinkholes; from 
susceptibility to risk evaluation and 
mapping, 22-27 April, 2012, Vienna 
(Austria), 10 participants.
Session “Sinkholes; from susceptibility to 
risk evaluation and mapping” aims were to 
stimulate the discussion on the state-of-the-
art of the studies on the sinkholes, with 
special regard to sinkholes in plain non-
karstic areas. Data about the genetic 
mechanisms and risk evaluation and 
mapping of sinkholes have both the long-
term theoretical and practical importance.

V International Workshop on Ice Cave
(IWIC-V), 16-23 September, 2012, Barzio 
(LC), Valsassina, Grigna and Milano 
(Italy), 31 participants.
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Workshop on Cave Ice devoted completely 
to cave ice explorations. The materials 
concerning the cave ice degradation’s 
observations were given much space. These 
data have a long-time theoretical and 
practical implication for the modelling of 
environmental development in 21 century.

16th “Karst development (Karszt-
fejlődés)” conference, 6-9 June, 2013, Bük 
(Hungary), 36 participants.
Karst development conference was 
organized as the meeting of the young and 
the experienced investigators. During the 
conference the young karstologists had the 
possibility to represent their results of 
explorations and to receive the 
recommendations for the future work from 
the chief karstologists. The conference 
included two field trips, to Rax Mountain 
and to Bakony Mts. The materials 
concerning the cave ice degradation’s 
observations were given much space. These 
data have a long-time theoretical and 
practical implication for the modelling of 
environmental development in 21 century.

16th International Congress of Speleo-
logy “Where history meets future”, 21-28
July, 2013, Brno (Czech Republic), 52 
participants.
The Speleological Congress showed the 
considerable growth of anthropogenic 
pressure in the caves and the increase of 
cave environmental changes. It was marked 
that the creation of touristic caves is one of 
the methods of cave conservation and 
protection.

VI International Workshop on Cave Ice 
(IWIC-VI), 17-22 August, 2014, Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, USA, 32 participants from 11 
countries.
The International Workshop is a series of 
workshops devoted entirely to ice cave 
research, it is the only conference focused 
on state-of-the-art in ice cave research, 
where international experts discuss ongoing 
research efforts and promote global 
cooperation in ice cave science and 
management. The topics of the 

presentations included modelling, 
measuring, and monitoring of ice and 
glacier cave processes, microclimates, and 
cave ice, as well as the effects of climate 
change.

XII International Congress of the 
International Association of Engineering 
Geology “Engineering Geology for 
Society and Territory”, session 5.7: 
“Engineering problems in Karst”, 15-19 
September 2014, Torino, Italy, 35 
participants from 16 countries.
The session dealt with problems related to 
design and realize the engineering projects 
in karst, and with natural and anthropogenic 
hazards occurring in this very fragile 
environment. The importance of a specific 
approach in karst terrains to limit the 
negative effects of human activities on its 
valuable natural and often protected 
resources, and to allow sustainable 
development, has been remarked in many 
contributions.

V International conference “Speleology 
and spelestology”, 29 November 2014, 
Naberezhny Chelny, Russia, 72 participants 
from 9 countries.
This conference indicated the recent 
problems of complex studies of natural and 
artificial caves. Hypogen karst as a new 
direction in karstology was at the focus of 
special attention. The increase of interest to 
the exploration of artificial caverns was 
marked.

European Geosciences Union General 
Assembly, 12-17 April 2015, Vienna, 
Austria, a session “Understanding the 
Speleothem archive” concentrated 26 
abstracts.
The scientific session highlights the latest 
developments in the understanding of the 
sedimentology, petrography, isotopic and 
elemental composition, fluid inclusion 
composition, and growth dynamics of 
speleothems. It explores their relation with 
environmental and climatic proxies. Their 
integrated study leads to a better 
interpretation of time-series and provides 
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chronologically well-constrained 
information on past climates and 
environments, rainwater composition, 
human occupation and specific events. 
Monitoring of the cave environment and 
study of the vadose zone above the 
speleothem site, as well as simple models 
of deposition processes or of surface-cave-
speleothem transfer processes, are often 
crucial to robust interpretation of 
speleothem data. The session welcomes all 
studies from monitoring, modelling, and 
analysis of speleothems that advance our 
capacity to make paleoenvironmental 
reconstructions from speleothems. It also 
welcomes newest records or information 
retrieved from speleothems. The 
presentations were held and concerned new 
high resolution records for the Holocene 
and LIG periods.

International Conference on Ground-
water in Karst, 20-26 June 2015, 
Birmingham, UK, more than 30 
participants.
The meeting was organized around four 
main themes: Lithological, structural and 
stratigraphical influences on karst 
groundwater, Modelling karst groundwater 
systems, The ecology of karst groundwater 
and Human-karst groundwater interactions. 
Special attention was spared to the practical 
approaches in explorations of karst regions: 
1. to determining mass balance of systems, 
including modelling Rayleigh distillation 
for elemental composition and isotopes 
were covered and 2. to the techniques 
available to analyze fluorescent organic 
matter in karst groundwater, including 
fluorescence spectroscopy, UV-VIS 
spectroscopy, and UV microscopy.

Pre- and post-conference field trips will 
visit three contrasting karst groundwater 
systems: the Cretaceous chalk, Jurassic 
limestones and Carboniferous limestones.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

During 2012-2016 the Commission’s 
corresponding members and the members 
of Commission’s Steering Committee had 
numerous individual contacts with the 
members of other Commissions IGU, 
especially during the IGU scientific actions.

The Karst Commission’s corresponding 
members and the members of 
Commission’s Steering Committee realized 
the joint presentations with the members of 
Steering Committees and corresponding 
members of other IGU Commissions: for 
example, presentation “Tourism impact on 
the Naxi Dongba linguistic landscape”, 
authors – Carolin Funch (Commission C12-
15) and Jie Zhang (Commission C12-23), 
presentation “Carbon sequestration 
potential of floodplain forests in the Maros 
River Valley (Hungary), authors – Marton 
Kiss, Victoria Cseh (Commission C12-25) 
and Eszter Tanács (Commission C12-23), 
for the conference IGU in Krakow, etc.

IGU Commission of Cold Region 
Environments (C12.06) came out as the 
expert of nomination “Lena Pillars Nature 
Park: minor modifications to the boundaries 
of World Heritage property”. Nomination 
was inscribed at the List of World Natural 
Heritage (by the criteria VIII: “significant 
on-going processes”, mainly, by the unique 
and outstanding value of cold karst) during 
the 39th UNESCO session in Bonn (26 
June-10 July 2015).

3.2. Collaboration with other 
international groups

Karst Commission has the old and fruitful 
relations with the International Union of 
Speleology (IUS). Moreover, President 
IUS, prof. Kyung Sik Woo, member of 
Commission’s Steering Committee. 
Traditional scientific actions: the 20-23
International Karstological Schools, III-V
International conferences “Speleology and 
spelestology”, V-VI International 
Workshops  on Cave Ice, numerous 
scientific expeditions to the karst regions of 
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different parts of the world (Vietnam, 
Turkey, Australia, etc.) were organized in 
the collaboration with IUS (with 
Commissions “Artificial Cavities” /chair Dr 
Mario Parise/, “Glacier, Firn and Ice Cave” 
/chair prof. Valter Maggi/, “Karst 
Hydrogeology and Speleogenesis” /chair 
Dr A. Klimchouk/).

The International Geological Correlation 
programme (IGCP) No 598: 
“Environmental Change and Sustainability 
in Karst Systems” is under the auspices of 
UNESCO with the participation of the 
International Union of Geological Sciences. 
The co-leaders of programme, prof. Martin 
Knez (corresponding member) and prof. 
Chris Groves (starting from 2015 is the 
member of the Steering Committee).

Karst Commission is collaborating actively 
with the International Federation of Rock 
Art Organizations (IFRAO) /chair Mr R. 
Bednarik). During 2015 the monograph 
“Saving karst environments and caves” was 
prepared in collaboration with this 
international organization.

Karst Commission is collaborating with the 
IUCN (International Union of Conservation 
of Nature)/UNESCO World Commission 
on Protected Areas (WCPA). The 
collaboration is effecting over the 
examination of the technical assessments of 
the World Natural Heritage, by example, at 
the renomination “Phong Nha – Ke Bang 
National Park” (Vietnam), at the minor 
modification of the boundaries of World 
Heritage properties “Lena Pillars Nature 
Park” (Russia), etc.

During 2012-2016 the corresponding 
members of Karst Commission participated 
at the meetings and the work of such 
professional societies, as the European 
Geosciences Union, Polish Geographical 
Society, Associations of American 
Geographers, Russian Geographical 
Society, Minnesota Ground Water 
Association, Association of Geographical 

Societies of Slovenia, etc. The main 
international collaborative efforts of KC:

- International Union of Speleology
- International Association of 

Engineering Geology
- International Association of 

Geomorphologists
- International Geological Correlation 

Program
- International Union for Conservation 

of Nature
- International Federation of Rock Art 

Organizations
- WWF.

4. Publications

4.1. Special Issues

20th International Karstological School 
“Karst forms and processes”, General 
information, programme, field trips, 
abstracts. Postojna (Slovenia), Karst 
Research Institute, 2012, 80 p.
Lena Pillars Nature Park. Potential World 
Heritage Property. Moscow: ANNIE, 2012, 
56 p.

Proceedings of III International Conference 
“Speleology and Spelestology”, 26-27
November, 2012, Naberezhny Chelny, 
Naberezhny Chelny State Pedagogic 
University, 2012, 281 p.

21st International Karstological School 
“Karst forms and processes”, General 
information, programme, field trips, 
abstracts. Postojna (Slovenia), Karst 
Research Institute, 2012, 98 p.

Annotated Bibliography of Karst 
Publications No 17-18, 2013: 
http://sites.google.com/site/igukarstcommis
sion/.

Proceedings of IV International Conference 
“Speleology and Spelestology”, 26-27
November, Naberezhny Chelny, 
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Naberezhny Chelny State Pedagogic 
University, 2014, 319 p.

22nd International Karstological School 
“Karst and microorganisms”. General 
information, program, field trips, abstracts. 
Postojna (Slovenia), Karst Research 
Institute, 2014, 69 p.

Proceedings of V International Conference 
“Speleology and Spelestology”, 26-27
November, Naberezhny Chelny, 
Naberezhny Chelny State Pedagogic 
University, 2014, 340 p.

23rd International Karstological School 
“Caves – Explorations and Studies”. 
General information, program, field trips, 
abstracts. Postojna (Slovenia), Karst 
Research Institute, 2015.

Annotated Bibliography of Karst 
Publications, N 19, 2016.

Saving Karst Environments and Caves. –
Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie, 2016, N. 
60, suppl. X, 351 p.

4.2. Commission website

http://sites.google.com/site/igukarstcommis
sion/

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

• Coordination of karst researches in 
different countries

• Organization of the scientific forums 
devoted to exchange by the advanced 
experience of karst explorations;

• Publication of leading achievements in 
karst region’s explorations.

5.2. Steering Committee

Chair: Dr Nataša RAVBAR
Karst Research Institute
POSTOJNA SLOVENIA
natasa.ravbar@zrc-sazu.si

Vice Chair:
Dr Martin TRAPPE
Catholic University of Eichstät-Ingolstadt 
Department of Physical Geography 
EICHSTÄTT GERMANY
martin.trappe@ku-eichstaett.de 
mga025@ku-eichstaett.de

Prof. Chris Groves
Dept. of Geography and Geology 
Western Kentucky University 
Bowling Green, KY USA
chris.groves@wku.edu

Prof. Joyce LUNDBERG 
Dept of Geography 
Carleton University
Ottawa, ON CANADA
joyce_lundberg@carleton.ca

PhD Eszter TANÁCS
University of Szeged
Department of Climatology and Landscape 
Ecology 
SZEGED HUNGARY
nadragulya@geo.u-szeged.hu

Prof. Jianhua CAO
International Research Center on Karst 
Guilin, Guangxi P.R.CHINA
jhcao@karst.edu.cn jhcaocn@yahoo.com

Prof. Eko HARYONO 
Karst Reseach Group 
Faculty of Geography 
University of Gadjah 
Mada Yogyakarta, Indonesia 
e.haryono@geo.ugm.ac.id

Dr Kevin KIERNAN
School of Geography and Environmental 
Studies 
University of Tasmania
Hobart, Tasmania AUSTRALIA
Kevin.kiernan@utas.edu.au, 
kevink15ft@gmail.com

Dr Asami HADA
Department of Geography
College of Humanities and Sciences 
Hihon University
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TOKYO, JAPAN
a_hada@chs.nihon-u.ac.jp

Prof. Kyung Sik WOO
Cave Research Institute of Korea 
Department of Geology 
Kangwon National University 
Kangwondo, REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
wooks@kangwon.ac.kr

Dr Luiz E PANISSET TRAVASSOS 
Laboratório De Estudos Ambientais – LEA 
Laboratório de Estudos Urbanos e 
Regionais
Pontificia Unisersidade Católica de Minas 
Gerais 
BRASIL 
luizepanisset@gmail.com

5.3. Future work plan

5.3.1. Upcoming Meetings:

2016 – Karstology in Arid Regions, 24-31 
January, Abu-Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 
http://abudhabi.zrc-sazu.si/sl-si/home.aspx

2016 – DeepKarst, 11-14 April, Carlsbad, 
New Mexico, USA. Dr George Veni is a 
Local organizer of Commission’s activity.
http://deepkarst.org/.

2016 – Caves as objects of history and 
culture, 19-22 April, Divnogorje, Russia. 
Dr Sofiya Kondratieva is a Local organizer 
of Commission’s activity.
http://www.divnogor.ru/konf2016

2016 – the 33rd International Geographical 
Congress “Shaping Our Harmonious 
Worlds”, 21-25 August, Beijing, China

Jianhua Cao and Hong Liu are the Local 
organizers of Commission’s work in 
Beijing. 

Planning activity of Commission:

Scientific sessions: Karst landscapes: 
tourism and conservation

Chair: Dr Elena Trofimova
Co-Chair: Prof. Jianhua Cao

Field karst excursion: Karst visit from 
Guilin to Shilin, South China
Jianhua Cao and Hong Liu are the 
responsible organizers of excursion.

Shilin is well-known as stone forest 
“pinnacle karst”, a particular karst landform 
composed of a group densely limestone or 
dolomite columns standing on Yunnan 
plateau. The height of the columns is from 
several meters to decade ones. The 
limestone and dolomite strata are dated by 
early Perm, and the formation of columns is 
considered close related to subsoil 
dissolution and erosion. Stone forest is both 
World Natural Heritage site and global 
geopark. The visit of show Jiuxiang Cave is 
expected.

5.3.2. Research

Research work will be concentrated upon 
the following scientific directions:
Problems of environmental changes and 
responsibility in different types of the karst 
(from tropic to polar): comprehensive 
assessment of human activity influence 
(agriculture, water exploitation, 
deforestation, urbanization, etc.) and 
elaboration of recommendations for the 
sustainable development of karst regions;

Tourism on karst: karst and karst 
phenomena as touristic attractions, tourism 
and local development, tourist development 
and/against protection, karst at the List of 
World Natural Heritage.

5.3.3. Other

Saving karst environments and caves

More than 30 specialists (from 11 
countries) are integrated in the project, 
having the aim to create a new international 
protection system of karst environments 
and caves. All of the colleagues are cavers 
with a long-term experience of cave 
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explorations. The agreement of a new 
international protection system is “in press” 
in the supplement issue 60/10 “Zeitschrift 
für Geomorphologie” (2016), fully devoted 
to the project.
Steering Committee: Prof. Paolo Forti, 
Prof. David D. Culver, Dr Elena V. 
Trofimova, Dr Tadej Slabe, Prof. Martin
Knez, etc.

Karst dynamic system and Carbon Cycle

The considerable increase of carbonate 
rock’s solubility, caused by the hydration of 
CO2, is a fundamental problem of recent 
karstogenesis. The effect of carbon dioxide 
from atmosphere and soil air is treated. The 
global balance of carbon in karst systems is 
analyzed.
Coordinators: Prof. Jianhua Cao and Prof. 
Christian Groves.

Land use planning of karst areas

Since the karst areas are considered as 
fragile systems, all activities and utilization 
of these territories have to be based on 
recent management, thought out and 
scientifically found. Nowadays, the 
methodology for the karst land use 
planning is still unclear. First, the criteria of 
such planning are elaborated separately for 
the protected areas and cultivated ones.
Coordinator: Prof. Eko Haryono.

Karst objects at the List of World 
Natural and Cultural Heritage

Two main tasks:
- ensuring the technical evaluation of 

natural and mixed properties of karst 
regions, nominated for the inclusion on 
the World Heritage List;

- preparation of documents (nomin-
ations) for the karst regions, proposed 
to the List of World Heritage.

Coordinators: Dr Elena V. Trofimova and 
Prof. Kuyng Sik Woo.

Annotated Bibliography of Karst 
Publications

Commission is continuing the collection of 
karst publication abstracts. Now the 
information about 2014-2015 is 
systematizing.
Coordinators: Dr Nataša Ravbar and Dr 
Elena V. Trofimova.

Springer Series on Advances in 
Geographical and Environmental Sciences 
for IGU Related Publications: monograph 
“Geoheritage of karst regions: from 
UNESCO to RAMSAR”

The structure of monograph is discussed in 
Commission’s Newsletters and on 
Commission’s web-site.

C12.24 Land Degradation and Desertification (COMLAND)

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Steering Committee as at 31 Dec 2015 (in 
alphabetical   order)

Guðrun Gísladóttir (Iceland)
Owen Graham (Australia) - Co-Secretary 

Dr. Paul F. Hudson (Netherlands) - Chair
Dr Takashi Oguchi (Japan) - Co-Secretary 
Prof. Gregory S. Okin (USA)
Dr. Gregor Ollesch (Germany)
Dr Pawel Prokop (Poland)
Hugo Romero (Chile)
Prof. Kate Rowntree (South Africa) 
Dr. Xavier Ubeda (Spain)
Dr Andrea Vacca (Italy)
Dr. Lea Wittenberg (Israel)
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1.2. Corresponding Members

Number of COMLAND members by country as at 31 Dec 2015:

Australia 33 Japan 7 Sweden 4 Bangladesh 1
USA 29 South Africa 7 Belgium 3 Chile 1
Poland 21 India 6 Finland 3 Greece 1
China 18 Netherlands 6 Slovenia 3 China Hong Kong 1
unknown 18 Spain 6 Thailand 3 Kuwait 1
UK 17 Argentina 5 Armenia 2 Mongolia 1
Iceland 12 Brazil 5 Canada 2 Morocco 1
Germany 11 Portugal 5 Ireland 2 Oman 1
Israel 11 Hungary 4 New Zealand 2 Russia 1
Italy 8 Korea, Rep. 4 China-Taipei 2 Singapore 1
France 7 Mexico 4 Austria 1 UAE 1
Total: 282

People may join COMLAND by sending 
their name, affiliation, country and email 
via the “Contact” page on the comland.org 
website. Members will be sent emails on an 
irregular basis advising of meetings and 
other relevant matters.

2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2012-2016

2012:

Sardinia, Italy: COMLAND Field Meeting 
in Cagliari, Sardinia and surroundings 
(October, 2012). Held in association with 
the Department of Chemical and 
Geological Sciences, University of 
Cagliari.   21   participants.

Cologne, Germany: IGU Main Congress 
(August   2012)
Two themed sessions, including Land 
Degradation and Desertification in the 
context of Global Environmental Change: 
Management, Vulnerability, and Policy and 
Land Degradation and Geomorphology: 
Monitoring, Assessment, and Theory 
Development.

2013:

Kyoto, Japan: IGU Regional Meeting and 
COMLAND Field Meeting (August 2013). 
Field trip held in association with and 
supported by local academic and agency 
institutes.   16 field trip participants.

2014:

Tasmania, Australia: COMLAND Field 
Meeting in central and southern Tasmania 
(October, 2014). Held in association with 
the Environment Institute of Australia and 
New Zealand. Over 100 attendees at the 
EIANZ Conference, 13 field trip 
participants.

Krakow, Poland: IGU Regional Meeting 
and COMLAND Field Meeting (August 
2014). Held in association with the 
Universitiy of Silesia and Jagiellonian 
University.   13 formal papers and approx. 
25 field trip participants.

2.2. Themes Addressed

The overall theme to all COMLAND 
meetings and organized sessions was land 
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degradation in the context of management 
and environmental change, especially in the 
context of human impacts to environmental 
processes. The major focus was in changes 
to geomorphic, soil, and hydrologic 
processes, but especially in association with 
land use change caused by human drivers.

2.3. Future Meetings

Ljubljana, Slovenia: COMLAND field 
meeting (June 2016). Held in association 
with 2016 Carpatho-Balkan-Dinaric 
Conference on Geomorphology.

Beijing, China: IGU Main Congress 
(August 2016): COMLAND meeting and 
Congress session entitled Land Degradation 
and Environmental Change.
3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

No formal collaboration with other IGU 
Commissions during the prior period 
however some COMLAND members 
maintain network contact with participants 
of other IGU Commissions.

3.2. Collaboration with other 
governmental and non-governmental 
organizations and  institutions

International Association of 
Geomorphologists meeting in Paris (2013), 
co- sponsored a special session

Polish Academy of Sciences and University 
of Silesia and Jagiellonian University, in 
development of COMLAND pre-IGU 
Regional Congress field trip
Environmental Institute of Australia and 
New Zealand, University of Tasmania, 
Forestry Tasmania, and Copper Mines of 
Tasmania,    in development of 
COMLAND field meeting to   Tasmania

University of Cagliari, LAORE Sardegna, 
and AGRIS Sardegna in association with 

development of COMLAND Field Meeting 
in    Sardinia

Center for Spatial Information Science, 
University of Tokyo in association with 
organization of COMLAND Field Meeting 
pre IGU Regional Congress in Kyoto

4. Publications

In progress:
Hudson, P.F. and Zorn, M. (in progress). 
Land Degradation in a Complex 
Environment. Special issue of Land 
Degradation & Development (advance 
proposal accepted, planned for 2017   
publication)
Papers to be published from the 
COMLAND meeting in Ljubljana Slovenia, 
June 2016.
Published:
Hudson P.F., Goudie A. & Asrat A. (2015), 
Human Impacts on Landscapes: 
Geomorphology, Environmental Change, 
and Sustainability (refereed special issue), 
Zeitschrift für Geomorphologie 
Supplementbände 59(2):    1-245.
Papers published as part of a COMLAND 
co-sponsored session at the International 
Association of Geomorphologists in 2014   
(Paris)

Hudson, P.F. and LaFevor & M. (Eds.) 
(2014), Management and Monitoring Land 
Degradation and Environmental Change 
(refereed special issue),   Journal of 
Environmental Management 138:   1-96.
Papers published from COMLAND 
meetings at IGU Regional Congress in 
Santiago, Chile (2012) and the IGU Main 
Congress in Cologne, Germany (2013)

Hudson, PF and Inbar & M (Eds.) (2012), 
Land Degradation and Geodiversity: 
Anthropogenic Controls on Environmental 
Change (peer reviewed special issue), Land 
Degradation & Development 23(4):    307-
426.
Papers published from the COMLAND 
meeting held in Haifa, Israel (2010)
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5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

Many environments are susceptible to land 
degradation and desertification (a form of 
land degradation that occurs in drylands). 
The patterns and processes that trigger and 
sustain land degradation emerge from both 
local biophysical vulnerabilities and land 
use decisions. These local patterns and 
processes vary across landscapes and 
regions in response to differences in 
climate,    soils, geomorphology, 
vegetation, history of disturbance, and 
human actions. Thus, land degradation 
emerges from the nexus of biophysical and 
socioeconomic systems.

There is an urgent need to gain better 
practical and theoretical understanding of 
land degradation processes and the 
feedbacks within and between the 
biophysical and socioeconomic systems 
that sustain negative impact on both 
humans and the environment.

In order to achieve these objectives, the 
working plan of the Commission is:    
- to promote and coordinate 

interdisciplinary research on land 
degradation    and desertification in our 
changing global   environment;

- to study the effects of environmental 
and social change arising from natural 
and human processes and their 
implications for land degradation    and 
desertification;

- to conduct regional case studies under
different climatic regimes and 
environmental risks (forest fires, 
floods, river channel changes, soil-
erosion, water depletion, water  
quality);

- to study the planning, design, and 
outcome of conservation measures to 
better understand interactions between
humans and their   environment; 

- to alert authorities as to the importance 
of adequate surveillance of land 
degradation  processes;

- to develop and communicate the best 
techniques for monitoring changes and 
collecting, analyzing, and archiving  
data;

- to sponsor and support activities 
leading to exchange of information 
regarding land degradation and 
desertification,   and

- to train the next generation of 
interdisciplinary scientists to address 
practical and theoretical causes and 
consequences of land degradation and 
desertification.

5.2. Future work plan

Summary of work for the 2016-2020   
period
- continue with similar COMLAND 

theme (as outlined   above),
- continue to support IGU Main and 

Regional congresses through 
organization of COMLAND special   
sessions,

- continue to publish special issues of 
international peer-reviewed journals,

- annual COMLAND Field Meetings 
with specific timing determined 
through  local partnerships,

- more collaboration with external 
governmental and non-governmental 
organizations as well as other IGU   
Commissions



- 238 -

238
 

C12.25 Landscape Analysis and Landscape Planning

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair: 
Professor Nodar Elizbarashvili (Georgia) 
Department of Regional Geography and 
Landscape Planning 
Tbilisi State University
Tbilisi, Georgia
E-mail: nelizbarashvili@yahoo.com.

Vice Chair: 
Professor Kirill Chistyakov (Russia)
Department of Physical Geography and 
Landscape Planning 
St.-Petersburg State University
St-Petersburg, Russia; 
E-mail: kirill.chistyakov@gmail.com

Assoc. Prof. Marine Elbakidze (Ukraine)
Faculty of Geography
Ivan Franko National University of L’viv, 
Ukraine
School for Forest Engineers

Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences
Skinnskatteberg, Sweden 
E-mail: marine.elbakidze@smsk.slu.se

Professor Per Krister Angelstam (Sweden)
Faculty of Forest Sciences
Swedish University of Agricultural 
sciences
Skinnskatteberg, Sweden; 
E-mail: per.angelstam@slu.se

Professor Ramiz Mammadov (Azerbaijan)
Institute of Geography
Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan
Baku, Azerbaijan                         
E-mail:   ramiz.mamedov@geo.ab.az

Professor Ashot Khoetsyan (Armenia)
Yerevan State University

Yerevan, Armenia;  
E-mail: akhoetsian@ysu.am

Professor Sung-Kyum Kim (South Korea)
Dept. of Landscape Architecture and Rural 
System Engineering
Seoul National University
Seoul, KOREA
E-mail: sung@snu.ac.kr

Professor Rana P.B. Singh (India)
Department of Geography
Banaras Hindu University
Varanasi, India
E-mail: ranapbs@gmail.com

Dr. Heino Meessen (Switzerland)
Centre for Development and Environment
Bern University
Bern, Switzerland
E-mail: heino.meessen@cde.unibe.ch

Prof. Recep Efe (Turkey)
Department of Geography
Balikesir University
Balikesir, Turkey
E-mail: recepefe@hotmail.com

Dr. Eugene Lopatin (Finland)
School of Forest Sciences 
University of Eastern Finland
Joensuu, Finland
E-mail: eugene.lopatin@metla.fi 

Pablo Garrido (Espana)
School for Forest Management
Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences
Skinnskatteberg, Sweden
E-mail: Pablo.garrido@slu.se

1.2. Correspondent Members

Dr. Thomas Kogler - Switzerland
Prof. Wolfgang Vende - Germany
Assoc. Prof. Tengiz Gordeziani - Georgia
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Prof. Dali Nicolaishvili - Georgia
Prof. Melor Alpenidze - Georgia
Prof. Zurab Davitashvili - Georgia
Prof. David Kereselidze - Georgia
Prof. Lia Machavariani - Georgia
Assoc. Prof. Merab Putkaradze - Georgia
Prof. Iosif Salukvadze - Georgia
Prof. Giorgi Gogsadze - Georgia
Tengiz (Gizo) Urushadze - Georgia
Dr. Nugzar Zazanashvili - Georgia
Assoc Prof.Giorgi Meladze - Georgia
Prof. Farda Imanov - Azerbaijan
Dr. Saida Zeinalova - Azerbaijan
Prof. Valerian Snytko - Russia
Prof.Yury Badenkov - Russia
Prof. Vladimir Alekseenko - Russia
Prof. Vitaly Bratkov - Russia
Dr. Grigory Isachenko - Russia
Prof. Hovik Sayadanyan- Armenia

2. Meetings

- The 6th International Symposium Of 
Geography: Landscapes: Perception, 
Knowledge, Awareness And Action. 
16-18 May 2014, Bucharest – Braşov,
Romania.

- International conference (Baku, 
Azerbaijan): "Geographical problems 
of the region of the Caspian Sea and 
studying of ways of achievement of a 
sustainable development of territories".

- International Conference (Barnaul, 
Russia): “Transformation of Social and 
Economic Space of Europe and Asia in 
Post-Soviet Time”.  

- International Scientific and Practical 
Conference, Devoted to the 80th 
Anniversary from Foundation of the 
Department for Social and Economic 
Geography and Regional Studies: 
«Region-2014: Optimal Development 
Strategy». Kharkov (Ukraine). 

- 3rd UNCCD Scientific Conference, 1st 
meeting of the Scientific Advisory 
Committee (SAC), March 2014, 

Montpellier, France (Agro polis 
International) 

- 3rd UNCCD Scientific Conference, 
2nd meeting of the Scientific Advisory 
Committee (SAC) October 2014, 
Montpellier, France, (Agro polis 
International)

- International Seminar on “Banaras, the 
Heritage City of India: Culture, 
Tourism and Development”: Dept. of 
Geography, Banaras Hindu University, 
Varanasi: 7~9 February; delivered 
welcome address, special lecture on 
“Heritage Planning of Banaras”, 
chaired a session and served as 
Director/Convener of the Seminar. 
International Seminar on “Sir 
Alexander Cunningham and Art 
Heritage of India”, History of Art 
Dept. F/o Arts, B.H.U., Varanasi:  
20~22 February; delivered special 
lecture on “The Cultural Heritage 
scopes of Buddhist Places in India: 
Remembering Alexander 
Cunningham”, and chaired a session on 
“Heritage Landscapes and Tourism”.

- 3rd International Seminar on 
“SPIRITUALITY: The Essence of 
Ethical Leadership and Management”: 
22~24 Nov. at School of Management 
Studies Varanasi; as keynote speaker 
delivered slide-show PPT lecture on 
“Eco spirituality in Indian Tradition: 
Messages for Global Order & Eco-
spiritual Management”. 

- International Seminar: “Celebrating 
Multiple Identities in India”: 29~30 
Nov., under the aegis of UNESCO 
Chair for Peace and Intercultural 
Understanding, & Peace Research 
Institute, Oslo (PRIO); at MPRC, 
Faculty of Social Sciences, Banaras 
Hindu University, Varanasi; chair a 
session and gave special slide-show 
PPT lecture on “Muslim Shrines and 
Multi-Religious Visitations in Hindus’ 
city of Banaras, India: Co-existential 
Scenario”.
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- International conference (baku –
2014): Geographical Problems of 
Caspian Region and Sustainable 
Development.

- International Conference (Barnaul, 
Russia): “Transformation of Social and 
Economic Space of Europe and Asia in 
Post-Soviet Time”. 2014). 

- International Scientific and Practical 
Conference, Devoted to the 80th 
Anniversary from Foundation of the 
Department for Social and Economic 
Geography and Regional Studies: 
«Region-2014: Optimal Development 
Strategy». Kharkov (Ukraine). 6-7
November, 2014.  

- International Conference (Tbilisi, 
2015): Modern Problems of Geography 
and anthropology. 

- International workshop (Tbilisi, 2015): 
“Sustainable Mountain Development 
Curriculum Review”, 

- International workshop (Tbilisi, 2016): 
“Sustainable Tourism Development in 
the Caucasus”.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

- Land Degradation and Desertification 
Commission

- Mountain Commission
- Commission of Cultural Approach in 

Geography
- Commission of Karst

3.2. Collaboration with other 
international organisations

WWF, UNDP (GEF), STCU, GTZ, CAMP 
(Central Asian Mountain Partnership), 
ALCA, UNEP (TEEB), SNSF (Swiss 
National Science Foundation, The 
Mountain Research Initiative), 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY, IODE, 

NCCR-JACS (National Centre of 
Competence In Research North-South), 
IFLA (International Federation of 
Landscape Architects), Agro polis 
International, Montpellier, France; Centre 
for Development and Environment (CDE), 
Bern, Switzerland etc.

4. Continuation

4.1. Commission Mission

- Methodology of Landscape planning of 
urban territory,

- General methodology of landscape 
planning,

- Methodology of studying of cultural 
landscape,

- Trans boundary Landscape analysis 
and Planning in Caucasus (Georgia-
Turkey-Russia-Armenia-Azerbaijan).

- Preparation and realization of the 
project: the Alps and Caucasus

- Organization in 2017 international 
conference – “Mountain regions: 
Landscapes, Society, Geopolitics”.

- Study course: Sustainable development 
of Mountain Regions

4.2. Future work plan

- Landscape governance and Landscape 
service 

- Further regional studies on landscape 
analysis and planning within the 
commission

- Sustainable development of Mountain 
Landscapes and Landscape planning

- Developing the holistic idea of 
Landscapes – Natural, Cultural and 
Mixed-up, and further to get it 
comprehended in regional traditions;

- also active collaboration with the 
institutions and organizations, and also 
individuals that deal with the facets of 
Landscapes – theoretical or planning.
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C12.26 Land Use and Land Cover Change

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair: Prof Ivan Bicik
Department of Social Geography and 
Regional Development
Faculty of Science
Charles University
Prague, Czech Republic
bicik@prfdec.natur.cuni.cz

Prof. Dan Balteanu
Institute of Geography
Bucharest, Romania
igar@geoinst.ro

Dr. Gambhir Singh Chauhan
University Grants Commission
Central Regional Office
Bhopal, India
chauhanugc@gmail.com

Prof. Matej Gabrovec
Anton Melik Geographical Institute
Department of Geographic Information
Systems
Ljubljana, Slovenia
matej@zrc-sazu.si

Prof. Ernan Rustiadi
Center for Regional Systems Analysis, 
Planning and Development (CrestPent) 
Bogor Agricultural University
Bogor, Indonesia
ernan@indo.net.id

Prof. Helmut Geist
School of Geosciences
University of Aberdeen
Aberdeen, Scotland, UK
h.geist@abdn.ac.uk

Prof. Ján Feranec
Institute of Geography 

Slovak Academy of Sciences 
Bratislava Slovakia
feranec@savba.sk

Prof. Chandra P. Giri
U.S. Geological Survey 
Earth Resources Observation and Science 
Center 
Sioux Falls, SD USA
cgiri@usgs.gov

Prof. U. A. Chandrasena
Department of Geography
Faculty of Social Sciences 
University of Kelaniya
Sri Lanka
uac_c@ yahoo.com

Prof. Keichi Kimoto
Department of Liberal Arts 
Hiroshima Jogakuin University
Japan
kx.7.koichi@gmail.com

Dr. Luca S. Rizzo 
Department DISSGeA -section: Geography
University of Padua 
Padova, Italy 
lucasimone_rizzo@libero.it, 
lucasimone.rizzo@unipd.it
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1.2. Corresponding Members

Number of corresponding members per country:

Australia 1 Austria 6 China-Taipei 3 Bulgaria 2
Brazil 1 Canada 1 Brazil 1 China 14
Czech Republic 16 France 3 Chile 1 Finland 1
Germany 5 Finland 3 Eritrea 1 Indonesia 2
Iran 2 Ecuador 1 Italy 3 Jamaica 1
Japan 20 Greece 1 Lithuania 3 Mexico 1
Mongolia 1 Ireland 2 New Zealand 1 Nigeria 2
Poland 1 Kenya 1 Romania 4 Russia 3
Slovenia 2 Netherlands 1 South Africa 3 Sri Lanka 1
Switzerland 3 Portugal 1 Tunisia 1 U.K. 1
USA 8 Slovakia 10

The number of commission members is 
lower in comparison with last years. 
Nevertheless, it is not caused by lower 
interest in land use topics, but because of 
“cleanup” of mailing list. The old list was 
based on data older than 10 years. But a lot 
of members have changed their e-mail 
addresses and all contacts, so it is not 
possible to contact them anymore. After 
revision of mailing list and deleting of non-
existent e-mail addresses the number of 
commission members is 142. This number 
is relatively stable in last years – each year 
some new IGU LUCC researchers have 
become members of commission, and each 
year it is necessary to delete several e-mail 
addresses, because they are not functional 
anymore.

1.3. Commission website

Until autumn 2015 there was functional 
commission website www.luccprague.cz. 
Because of problems with re-registration 
our domain luccprague.cz has not been 
prolonged and does not belong to us 
anymore. Thus, commission does not have 
own website right now. But we presume 
that after vote of new commission´s chair in 
IGC Beijing 2016 brand new IGU LUCC 

website will come into being. Nevertheless, 
e-mail address of IGU LUCC secretariat 
still remains the same –
igu.landuse@gmail.com (at least until the 
vote of the new chair).

2. Meetings

2014:

The 2014 IGU LUCC Regional Meeting 
“Land Use – Land Cover Changes and 
Land Degradation (LUCC&LD)” was 
held in Bucharest, Romania on June 23-
26. The event was organized by the 
Romanian Academy’s Institute of 
Geography, the Romanian Space Agency –
ROSA, and the University of Agronomic 
Science and Veterinary Medicine 
Bucharest. The Symposium focused on 
land use and land degradation related to soil 
erosion, landslides, desertification and 
climate change. The topics also included 
land-use transformations connected with 
economic, social and political changes. The 
Symposium gathered nearly 40 researchers 
from the European countries (the Czech 
Republic, Bulgaria, Romania, Austria, 
Italy, and Russia) and Australia
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IGU Regional Conference was held in 
Kraków in August 18-22, 2014. Land 
use/land cover topics under the heading of 
LUCC commission were presented in five 
thematic sessions:

1. Land Use Changes in Metropolitan Areas
2. Historical/Dynamic Changes of Land 
Use
3. Landscape (re)Construction
4. Land Use of Towns and Villages
5. Natural Changes by Human Activity I, 
II, III

Finally, 55 papers were divided into these 
sessions.  Another 23 applications were 
recommended to present as posters. 
Because of high number of planned papers 
some sessions were divided into several 
separate parts. Commission meetings 
organized in the beautiful new campus of 
Jagiellonian University were realized in 7 
separate sessions.
Moreover, land-use theme was presented in 
another thematic sessions focused on local 
and regional development, natural hazards, 
sustainable development of rural regions 
etc. In summary, land-use topics analysed 
by different methods and techniques show a
very supporting tendency in contemporary 
geographical research.

2015:

During the IGU regional conference 
(Moscow, Russia, 2015, July 17-22) where 
was possible to visit session „Problems and 
consequences of land use/land cover 
changes“ organized by IGU LUCC 
commission there was held also the 
meeting of the IGU LUCC steering 
committee. Current and former members of 
the steering committee (I. Bicik, Czechia, 
E. Milanova, Russia, Y. Himiyama, Japan) 
discussed the results of the IGU LUCC 
commission in the last years; but very 
important part of the meeting also consisted 
of discussions on the future work of the 
commission.

Over 40 participants from 13 countries 
were present at the 3rd workshop 
“SCERIN” in Brasow, Romania (2015, July 
13-18) focused on Earth observation and 
land cover/land use changes with emphasis 
on forests. The meeting was organized by 
GOFC-GOLD (Global Observations of  
Forest and Land Cover Dynamics), NASA 
Land-Cover and Land-Use Change 
Program, START initiative together with 
Transylvania University of Brasov.
2012-2016

Each year there is also a conference in 
India, focused on land use/cover change 
topics. These conferences are widely 
attended, participants come usually from 
South and South-east Asia, Russia and 
Japan. It will continue also in 2016: 9th 
IGU conference on Land Use Change, 
Climate Extremes and Disaster Risk 
Reduction is going to be in March 18-20, 
2016, in New Delhi.

Future Meetings 

IGU Commission on Land Use and Land 
Cover Change will join workshop 
“Advancing horizons for land cover 
services entering the big data era” 
organized in Prague, Czech Republic in 
May 6–7th 2016. This workshop is a 
chance to involve IGU/LUCC into wider 
scientific network. The workshop is 
organized around four representative 
sessions, covering the latest advances; 
trending activities and future challenges in 
land-cover services in the big data era. 
Eight renowned keynote speakers will 
guide a vivid discussion, while 
contributions are attracted among the key 
enabling actors of Earth Observation in 
Europe (e.g. EEA and ESA), USA (e.g. 
NASA) and the World (e.g. GEO).  The 
four sessions are:

1. Harmonization of Sentinel-2 and 
Landsat products

2. Mapping Land Cover and Land Use 
with cross-scale and cross-sensors 
approaches
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3. Challenges of Land Cover and Land 
Use Monitoring with Dense Time 
Series of EO Data

4. EO benefits for ecosystem services and 
human wellbeing

The IGU/LUCC commission will organize 
a special thematic excursion to Prague 
surrounding after this workshop on Sunday 
8th May 2016 named “25 years of 
transitional changes of the LUCC around 
Prague”.

There will be 5 thematic sessions organized 
by Land Use and Cover Change 
Commission during International 
Geographical Congress in Beijing, China, 
2016, August 21-25:

1. Comparative Study on Land Cover and 
Land Use Change (LCLUC) and Their 
Driving Forces in Different Regions

2. Evaluation of Dominant Trends of 
Human Impact On Land Use/Land 
Cover (LU/LC) Changes as in Multi-
Levels (/State as Regional and Local 
Levels)

3. Policies and Economic Conditions 
Impact on Urban, Agricultural and 
Forestry Landscapes Change

4. Land Use/Land cover (LU/LC) Change 
Mapping in Multi-Scales: Data and 
Methodology

5. Land Cover/Land Use Databases and 
Data Sharing

SCERIN-4 will take place 18-22 of July in 
Zvolen, Slovakia and will be hosted in 
collaboration by a partnership among three 
Slovakian institutions. The Slovakian 
National Forest Centre (where the meeting 
will be hosted), the Slovak Academy of 
Sciences and the Technical University in 
Zvolen.

The capacity building workshop SCERIN-4
will focus on the current LCLUC 
challenges in the SCERIN region connected 
with climate change and anthropogenic 
influence on ecosystems, addressing their 
significance and influence on ecological 

and social processes and ecosystem 
functioning. The meeting will have 
capacity building focus and will be held in 
coordination with a Trans-Atlantic Training 
(TAT4), jointly organized by NASA, ESA 
and START for graduate students and 
young professionals usually together with 
SCERIN meetings.

3. Networking

The 4th Prague LUCC meeting (June 2013) 
combined sessions with special network 
LUCC for Middle and East European 
Countries (some 50 participants), some 
speakers participated as in SCERIN as in 
IGU/LUCC meeting. Network SCERIN 
was founded by ESA and NASA, and that 
event was the second after Sofia 2012. In 
this event, there was realized lesson for 
participants about activity of IGU/LUCC 
and also about investigation realized in 
Czechia in LUCC after 2010.

Also in next year’s there was strong 
connection with SCERIN workshops, 
where the land use/land cover change 
topics were presented and discussed. This 
connection is very fruitful and very 
important especially for young land use 
researchers, because one part of these 
events is based on training sessions, where 
it is possible to learn new approaches and 
techniques of LUCC research.

4. Publications

4.1. Newsletters, books, etc.

BICIK, I., HIMIYAMA, Y. (eds.) (2012): 
Land Use / Cover Changes in Selected 
Regions in the world: Volume VI. 
IGU/LUCC, Faculty of Science, Charles 
University in Prague and Hokkaido 
University of Education, Asahikawa

BICIK, I., HIMIYAMA, Y., FERANEC, J., 
ŠTYCH, P. (eds.) (2012): Land Use / Cover 
Changes in Selected Regions in the world: 
Volume VII. IGU/LUCC, Faculty of 
Science, Charles University in Prague and 
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Hokkaido University of Education, 
Asahikawa

BICIK, I., HIMIYAMA, Y. (eds.) (2013): 
Land Use / Cover Changes in Selected 
Regions in the world: Volume VIII. 
IGU/LUCC, Faculty of Science, Charles 
University in Prague and Hokkaido 
University of Education, Asahikawa

BICIK, I., HIMIYAMA, Y.,  FERANEC, 
J., KUPKOVA, L. (eds.) (2014): Land Use 
/ Cover Changes in
Selected Regions in the world: Volume IX. 
IGU/LUCC, Faculty of Science, Charles 
University in Prague and Hokkaido 
University of Education, Asahikawa

BICIK, I., HIMIYAMA, Y. (eds.) (2014): 
Land Use / Cover Changes in Selected 
Regions in the world: Volume X. 
IGU/LUCC, Faculty of Science, Charles 
University in Prague and Hokkaido 
University of Education, Asahikawa

BICIK, I., HIMIYAMA, Y.,  FERANEC, 
J., KUPKOVA, L. (eds.) (2015): Land Use 
/ Cover Changes in
Selected Regions in the world: Volume XI. 
IGU/LUCC, Faculty of Science, Charles 
University in Prague and Hokkaido 
University of Education, Asahikawa

BICIK, I., KUPKOVA, L., JELEČEK, L., 
KABRDA, J., ŠTYCH, P., JANOUŠEK, 
Z., WINKLEROVÁ, J. (2015):
Land Use Changes in the Czech Republic 
1845-2010 – Socio-Economic Driving 
Forces, Springer International Publishing, 
Switzerland.

Detail information about these publications 
has been presented in IGU LUCC 
Newsletter No. 18.

4.2. Period’s Publications

The Commission has been extremely 
active, and successful, in publication. The 
above list only shows those that have been 
published by direct involvement of the 
Commission. The number of publications 
by each member far exceeds it. As a sample 
of period´s publications we present studies 
of Institute of Geography, Slovak Academy 
of Sciences, focused on land-use:

Identification and assessment of 
landscape changes in Central Europe

Results are published by: Feranec, J., 
Soukup, T., Taff, N. G., Stych, P., Bicik, I.: 
Overview of changes in land use and land 
cover in Central Europe (the text and seven 
general maps: Spatial distribution of 
urbanistation; intensification of agriculture; 
extensification of agriculture; afforestation; 
deforestation; water bodies construction; 
other changes in Central Europe for the 
periods 1990- 2000 and 2000-2006); the 
chapter prepared for the book: Gutman, G. 
(Editor):  Land cover and  land use change 
in Eastern Europe 1990-2010: Impacts of 
the breakup of the Soviet Union. The book 
would be published by Springer.

Semantic similarity between land cover 
classes

Results are published by: Feranec, J., Solin, 
L., Kopecka, M., Otahel, J., Kupkova, L., 
Stych, P., Bicik, I., Kolar, J., Cerba, O., 
Soukup, T., Brodsky, L. (2014). Analysis 
and expert assessment of the semantic 
similarity between land cover classes. 
Progress in Physical Geography, 38 (3), 
301-327.

Spatial determinants of abandoned 
arable lands and grasslands in Slovakia

Results are published by: Pazur, R., 
Lieskovsky J., Feranec, J., Otahel, J.
(2014). Spatial determinants of 
abandonment of large-scale arable lands 
and managed grasslands in Slovakia during 
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the periods of post-socialist transition and 
European Union accession. Applied 
geography, 54, 118-128.

More detailed mapping of urban areas 
using high-resolution remote sensing 
data

Results are published by: Vatseva, R., 
Kopecka, M., Feranec, J., Rosina, K. 
(2014). Classification of urban areas by 
geographic object-based analysis of very 
high resolution remote sensing data. South-
Eastern European Journal of Earth 
Observation and Geomatics, 3(2S), 671-
675 (e-journal).

Detail information about these studies has 
been presented in IGU LUCC Newsletter 
No. 17.

4.3. Commission Website

Until autumn 2015 there was functional 
commission website www.luccprague.cz. 
Because of problems with re-registration 
our domain luccprague.cz has not been 
prolonged and does not belong to us 
anymore. Thus, commission does not have 
own website right now. But we presume 
that after vote of new commission´s chair in 
IGC Beijing 2016 brand new IGU LUCC 
website will come into being. Nevertheless, 
e-mail address of IGU LUCC secretariat 
stays the same – igu.landuse@gmail.com 
(at least until the vote of the new chair).

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The major aim of the Commission is the 
enhancement of research on land use/cover 
change. Geographers can, and should, make 
a variety of contributions in this field, from 
both natural science and socio-economic 
perspectives. To foster their efforts in this 
fields, networking is encouraged, both 
between individuals and groups of 
members of the Commission, and between 

geographers and practitioners in other fields 
and disciplines. 

The objectives of the Commission are as 
follows:
- To promote geographical research on 

land use/cover changes, at scales 
ranging from the local to the global

- To stimulate the production and the use 
of land-use information bases of both 
the present and the past

- To coordinate the comparative study 
and the model study of land use/cover 
changes and their driving forces in 
different regions

5.2. Steering Committee

During 33rd International Geographical 
Congress in Beijing, China (August 2016) 
the changes in steering committee will be 
done. Our commission will continue in its 
mission, but steering committee for period 
2016–2020 will be partly modified, 
included vote of the new chair. Some 
members of the steering committee are 
rather passive; therefore, the changes are 
necessary and they will have positive effect 
for the work of the committee. It is 
supposed that some current members will 
continue (e.g. J. Feranec, Slovakia, M. 
Gabrovec, Slovenia, K. Kimoto, Japan, L. 
Rizzo, Italy), from new nominated 
members we can name e.g. L. Kupkova, 
Czechia, N. Dronin, Russia. Precise 
composition of the steering committee 
(incl. names mentioned above) will be 
discussed during spring 2016 and mainly 
during IGC in Beijing 2016.
Dear steering committe members! If you 
want to continue as a member (or become a 
new committee member), please send us 
your brief CV (maximum of 4000 
characters), or send this information to your 
colleagues who are interested in the IGU 
LUCC activities. Also send us a summary 
of your at least 7 publications which you 
value most and which have been published 
since 2007. Send it to Ivan Bičík
(bicik@natur.cuni.cz) and Ján Feranec 
(feranec@savba.sk).
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5.3. Future work plan

During the IGU regional conference there 
was held also the meeting of the IGU 
LUCC steering committee. Current and 
former members of the steering committee 
(I. Bicik, Czechia, E. Milanova, Russia, Y. 
Himiyama, Japan) discussed results of the 
IGU LUCC commission in the last years; 
but very important part of the meeting also 
consisted of discussions on the future work 
of the commission.

When we look at the commission´s 
activities in the last years, they can be 
summarized into five main groups:
• Regular participation and coordination 

of LUCC topics in regional 
conferences and world congresse

• Organizing LUCC seminars (almost) 
each year – last one was realized in 
Bucharest (Romania) in 2014, 
previously in Prague (Czechia) in 
2013, 2012 etc.

• Preparation of eleven volumes of 
atlases” Land use/Cover Changes in 
Selected Regions in the World” in 
cooperation with prof. Himiyama 
(from 2001 till 2015)

• Reviewing of books, articles for 
scientific journals

• Some members of the commission 
were very active in (inter)national 
seminars caring topics oriented on the 
LUCC.

But there is always way how to intensify 
and improve commission´s activities. It will 
be the main task for renewed steering 
committee with a new chair, because topics 
of the LUCC are very important from a 
scientific point of view as well as from 
application reasons.

As a base for discussion about activities of 
the IGU LUCC commission in the future, 
prof. Bicik and prof. Feranec prepared
scheme of activities in 2016-2020 (to be 
discussed during IGC Beijing 2016), which 
can be focused on six main aims:

1) More intensive cooperation:
a. Collaboration must be more intensive 

at universities and research institutes as 
well;

b. It is necessary to strengthen inter-
national contacts for preparing 
international research project, 
supported by sources from the EU and 
others;

c. Besides IGU Conferences there should 
be organized special LUCC seminar 
annually zoomed on actual topics;

2) Evaluation of trends and comparison of 
different parts of world

a. Evaluation of dominant trends of 
human impact on land use/land cover 
(LU/LC) changes should be studied at 
different levels (state/regional/local);

b. In the whole world LU/LC is strongly 
affected by political and economic 
conditions with particularly visible 
outcomes in urban, agricultural and 
forestry landscapes;

c. Presentations from different parts of 
the world may help to detect the 
relevant human impacts on LU/LC 
changes.

3) Using of databases
a. There is need to use LC databases (e.g. 

CORINE Land Cover – CLC, National 
Land Cover Dataset – NLCD, etc.) 
derived of satellite images for 
identification, analysis and assessment 
of LU/LC changes;

b. The data derived from satellite images 
provide information about LU/LC and 
its changes for substantial parts of the 
world. Availability of these data may 
contribute to new approaches to the 
assessment of the landscape, for 
instance in the context of 
environmental and economic 
accounting, diversity, modelling of its 
properties, etc. Presentation may 
provide an overview of examples with 
used databases obtained by application 
of satellite images.
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4) Publishing in general
a. Map presentation of LU/LC changes. 

The effort of LU/LC change mapping 
in different regions of the world and 
different scales has been also 
documented by atlases published under 
the umbrella of the IGU LUCC;

b. In particular, this initiative aims to 
promote studies on LC/LU changes all 
over the world as a geographical 
research focus;

c. There is need to stimulate the 
production and the use of LC/LU 
information acquired from datasets 
with temporal resolution;

d. It is good to coordinate the 
comparative studies of LC/LU and 
their driving forces in different regions. 
Papers may show map presentations of 
LC/LU changes in different parts of the
world.

5) Publishing of Atlases
a. It is crucial to collect, review and 

prepare next Volumes of the 
IGU/LUCC Atlas;

b. These Atlases (each of them in ca 100–
200 pieces) gave a chance in last 15 
years to publish ca 50 chapters about 
dynamic land use/land cover in
different parts of the world;

c. It is necessary to find external sources 
for the next Volumes of Atlas 
IGU/LUCC publications and their 
dissemination around the world;

d. New Volumes could be 
“monothematic”, concerned e.g. on 
suburbanization, preserved areas, 
urban landscape, new wilderness, 
abandoned military areas etc.

e. The next two volumes (Vol. XII and 
XIII) wil be published in Czechia and 
Japan during 2016.

6) Dissemination of publications
a. We discussed about possibility to 

obtain agreements from all authors for 
another form of publication. We plan 
after these agreements to realize other 
form – publish all chapters also in 
IGU/LUCC website;

b. This second form of publication will 
bring a better chance to disseminate 
our works in other lands and continents 
and will bring better chance to inform 
about our methods and investigational 
results;

c. We believe this form of publishing 
influence investigators of the LUCC 
topics towards higher activity and 
collaboration.
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C12.27 Latin American Studies

Background

The International Geographical Union -
Commission for Latin American Studies is 
proud to present its annual report 2013 to 
the delight of its members and organizers of 
the Commission.

At the International Congress of Geography 
"Cologne 2012" held in August of that year 
the Committee on Latin American Studies 
under the General Assembly was created. 
The UGI there are 36 working committees, 
5 working groups and 1 Special Working 
Group.

The Commission on Latin American
Studies, aims to study Latin America in his 
space and time, the socio-spatial 
transformations that have been taking place 
in our continent, from a critical perspective 
with endogenous relationships (intra -
continental) and exogenous relationships 
with other continents or sub-continents 
(North America and Europe).

The mission of the Committee on Latin 
American Studies of IGU is to "To 
establish a social network producer of 
American Geographical research with a 
critical view from the academy and from 
the praxis, formed from the everyday that 
are looking to explore the rich Latin 
American knowledge ontology subjected in 
the geopolitics of knowledge in space -
time of the system - world. The 
Commission for Latin American Studies is 
a platform for professionals to achieve 
Latin American geography contributions of 
high theoretical and methodological level 
of the various geographies in the service of 
our people. "

The XIV Meeting of Latin American 
Geographers Lima 2013 was the first major 
event was organized with the Peru National 

Committee and where for the first time a 
Latin American event had a auspices of 
IGU, but we must not forget that in 1956 
was held in the city of Rio de Janeiro the 
18th International Congress of Geography 
and until 2011 had not done an event again 
in Latin America and therefore we will 
support the candidature of Lima to host the 
International Geographical Congress 2024.
In 2014, we try to meet the executive 
committee in person at an academic event 
in Chile and Bolivia but it has not been
possible, we are applying for funds for an 
academic event and be able to realize the 
meeting and continue our planning and 
commission in the XV Meeting of Latin 
American Geographers 2015 Cuba met.

In 2015, we have also consolidated within 
the Latin American academic to formalize 
an academic event in Mexico 2016 and plan 
our commitment to continue the period 
2016- 2020.

We have made contact with the AAG -
Association of American Geographers, 
LASA - The Association of Latin American 
Studies and CLACSO - Latin American 
Council of Social Sciences, IPGH - Pan 
American Institute of Geography and 
History.

Now the Commission is actively involved 
as an organizer of the XVI Meeting of 
Latin American Geographers Bolivia 2017 
to be held in the city of La Paz in April
2017 and in parallel or before the first 
Geografia Peace Conference be organized 
with other committees IGU and the urge to 
Elena Dellagnese the Executive Committee 
of the IGU.

Historically the UGI in Latin America was 
seen very distant and creation in Belgium 
and given the joint of King Leopold II as 
ruler had to geography as a Colonial 
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instrument by the division of Africa in 
favor of European countries and that 
remained in the collective memory of the 
geographers of the early twentieth century.

We appreciate the opportunity given to the 
idea of publicizing the geographies of Latin 
America in the International Geographical 
Union and we hope that from the beginning 
of our activities we can include more Latin 
American geographers to the activities of 
the IGU.

1. Membership

1.1. Executive Committee

Juan Manuel Delgado 
Unión Geográfica Internacional – Perú
President
juanmanueldelgado@gmail.com, 
juan.delgado@ugiperu.org 

Dr Horacio Capel 
Universidad de Barcelona, España
Vice President
hcapel@ub.edu 

Dra Maria Teresa Paes 
UNICAMP, Brasil
Vice President 
paes.tereza@gmail.com 

Javier Núñez Villalba 
Universidad Mayor San Andrés, Bolivia
Secretary
jnunezvillalba@gmail.com 

Marcelo Lagos López 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 
mlagoslo@uc.cl

1.2. General Assembly

Dr Gustavo Montañez 
Universidad Externado, Colombia
Dr Ruy Moreira 
Universidad Federal Fluminense, Brasil
Dr Jose Luis Palacio Prieto 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México

Dr André Robert Martins 
Universidad de Sao Paulo, Brasil
Dr. Rene Rego 
Universidad de la Habana, Cuba
Dr. Luis A. Oliveros Lakoma
Embajada de Perú en Bolivia, Cancillería 
del Perú
Mg. Javier Bautista Ortiz 
Colectivo de Estudios Geopolíticos Pangea
Mg Nicolás Schneider 
Pontifica Universidad Católica de Chile
Dra Georgina Calderón 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México
Mg. Pablo Mansilla 
Universidad Federal Fluminense, Brasil
Ing. Geog. Raquel Verenitse V. 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Ecuador 
Geog. José Osejo Maury 
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San 
Marcos, Perú
Geog. Ignacio Rojas 
Universidad de Playa Ancha, Chile
Dr. Gonzalo Yurkievich 
Universidad de Mar del Plata, Argentina
Geog. Astrid Nicole Ng 
Asociación de Geógrafos Americanos, 
AAG
Geog. José Antonio Mora Calderón 
Universidad de Costa Rica
Mg. Fredy Morales
Universidad de la Habana, Cuba
Mg. Rodolfo Quiroz 
Universidad Alberto Hurtado, Chile
Mg. Jorge Forero 
Universidad de los Andes, Venezuela
Mg Bladimir Rodríguez 
Universidad Externado, Colombia
Geog. Cristina Bonilla 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de 
Valparaíso, Chile
Mg. Jorge Adrián Flores Rangel 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México
Irasema Alcántara 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México
Raquel de Pádua
Instituto Universitario de Rio de Janeiro, 
Brasil
Camila Vallejos 
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Universidad de Chile
Sandy El Beer 
Instituto de Defensa Legal, Perú
Dominik Haubrich 
Universidad de Kiel, Alemania
Alice Beuf 
Instituto Francés de Estudios Andinos,
Francia
Luis Berneth 
Universidad Externado, Colombia
Harold Córdova 
Universidad Pedagógica Nacional 
Colombia
Carlos Alicea 
NIKEHURA
Pedro Plinio Araujo 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Ecuador
David Reyes 
Colectivo de Estudios Geopolíticos Pangea
Diana Soler Osuna 
Colegio Vermont
Francis Cárdenas 
Universidad Externado de Colombia
Luz Vanessa Pérez T. 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México
Efraín León Hernández 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México
Rogério Haesbaert 
Universidade Federal Fluminense, Brasil
Manuel Fuenzalida 
Universidad Alberto Hurtado, Chile
Paula Zeledón 
Universidad de Costa Rica
Adolfo Gómez 
Universidad Nacional de Costa Rica
Fabián Gonzales Luna 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México
Jorge Arnao Quispe 
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San 
Marcos, Perú
Mario Polar Pérez 
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San
Marcos, Perú
Manuel de los Santos
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San 
Marcos, Perú
Isidro Vera Regalado

Universidad Nacional Mayor de San 
Marcos, Perú
Karin Calle Pereyra
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San 
Marcos, Perú
Alex Arango Garayar 
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San 
Marcos, Perú
Martin Mendoza Pizardi
Universidad Nacional Mayor de San 
Marcos, Perú
Nadia Coiana 
Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay
Juan Varsi 
Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay
Pablo Peña Meza 
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú
Roberto Villarán C. 
Universidad de Ciencias Aplicadas, Perú
Vicente Di Cione 
Universidad Buenos Aires, Argentina
Luis Carlos Jiménez Reyes 
Universidad Nacional de Colombia

2. Meetings

In 2011, a meeting between Latin American 
geographers of the International 
Geographical Union was held in the 
framework of the IGU Regional 
Conference in Santiago de Chile 
highlighting the support of Irasema 
Alcantara and Ron Abler the Executive 
Committee of the IGU.

In 2012 taking the agreements of Santiago 
and presenting a draft establishment of the 
Commission for Latin American Studies of 
the IGU being its code 12.27. The 
commission was created and activities are 
planned and began making the call for 
membership confirmation partners and 
invited the Steering Committee.

The XIV Meeting of Latin American 
Geographers Lima 2013 was the first major 
event was organized with the Peru National 
Committee and where for the first time a 
Latin American event had an auspices of 
IGU attended by 1,800 attendees and 1420 
exhibitors, although not we forget that took 
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place in the city of Rio de Janeiro the 18th 
International Congress of Geography in 
1956 and until 2011 had not been again 
done an event in Latin American.

In 2014 we try to meet the executive 
committee in person at an academic event 
in Chile and Bolivia but it was not possible 
to posit funds for an academic event and be 
able to realize the meeting and continue our 
planning as commission. In the fifteenth 
Meeting of Latin American Geographers of 
Cuba 2015 we gathered some 1,500 Latin 
American geographers and within parallel 
activities held a meeting with Elena 
Dellagnese sent the Executive Committee 
of the IGU participarón for us the 
Governing Freddy Morales and Javier 
Nuñez and members of our Latin American 
network of geographers where it was 
agreed that at headquarters and elected the 
XVI EGAL 2017 is in Bolivia with the 
support and sponsorship for the UGI and 
parallel organize a "Geography of Peace" 
Conference which will be invited to 
commissions UGI Political Geography, 
Historical Geography and more.

In 2015, we have also consolidated within 
the Latin American academic to formalize 
an academic event in Mexico for the year 
2016 at the Anahuac University of North in 
2016 - II conducted by Professor Adrian 
Flores and Juan Arallanes and that it will 
approve the plan work presented by our 
commitment to the IGU Executive 
Committee to continue the project of the 
Commission for the period 2016-2020

In 2016 we participated in the Annual 
Conference of the AAG in April 2016 held
in the  city of San Francisco and we met 
representing our committee by the 
Secretary of our Commission Javier Nuñez 
and other members of our committee with 
Elena Dellagnese and Sara Koopman and 
Fiona McConnell of the geography 
Commission Policy IGU , Osvaldo Muniz 
Solari of the Commission on geography 
Education and Marcella Schmidt di 
Friedberg, Historical geography 

Commission to define the organization of 
the   Conference of geography of Peace in 
2017 in the city of La Paz , Bolivia prior to 
the XVI Meeting of Latin American 
Geographers Bolivia 2017 to be held in the 
city of La Paz in April 2017.

In 2013, we participated for the first time in 
the Geography Regional Commission 
Conference IGU Kyoto where about 20 
exhibitions were within our Working Group 
5 themes:
- Latin American Geographical thought.
- Environmental problems, climate 

change and risk management in Latin 
America.

- Geography of Latin American cities.
- Anthropogeography: Heritage, 

Tourism and Latin American history.
- Public policies and land management 

in Latin America.

In 2014, we participated as Commission on 
Geography Regional Conference in 
Krakow where about 20 exhibitions were 
within our Working Group 5 the same 
themes. In 2015, we do not participate as 
Commission on the Geography of Moscow 
Regional Conference but if we sponsored 
the presence of two Ecuadorian students to 
be exhibiting, the measure was taken 
because that year was made in Cuba the 
XV Meeting of Latin American 
Geographers of Cuba 2015 and decided to 
prioritize our efforts to support the 
candidacy of Bolivia is home to the XVI 
Meeting of Latin American Geographers 
2017. In 2016, we participated in the 33rd 
International Geographical Congress 2016 
Beijing 5 themes and to date we have 20 
exhibitors and where we will apply for 
renewal of the Commission for Latin 
American Studies for the period 2016-
2020. 
We have also sponsored local events in 
several Latin American countries such as 
detailed:
- IX Colloquium of Geography at the 

National University of San Marcos in 
2013 with 200 participants and was 
held in the city of Lima.
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- In 2014, he organized the Second 
National Congress of Geography of 
Bolivia in the city of La Paz with about 
500 attendees event held after 18 years.

- 2nd International Seminar on 
Vulnerability Research in Socio-
Natural Disasters held in May 2015 in 
the city of La Paz with about 150 
attendees.

- In 2015 and 2016 is organized with 
NASA - National Administration of 
Aeronautics and Space an event called 
NASA Space Apps Challenge is a 
geospatial, environmental and 
astrophysics hackathon and was 
attended by about 150 participants in 
each and the 2016 event is also held in 
Colombia.

- In 2014 and 2015 was organized on 1st 
and 2nd FOSS4G Peru - Geospatial 
Free Software Conference in Lima 
with OSGEO- Open Source Geospatial 
Foundation and other public or private 
institutions and in 2016 also will 
arrange the 3rd FOSS4G Peru.

3. Networking

Communications have been established 
makes agreements with:

IPGH - Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History of the OAS. It's a 
chance the choice of Professor Patricia 
Solis as Vice President of the Commission 
of Geography of PAIGH.

FLACSO - Latin American Social Sciences 
Institute take contact in 2011 with 
headquarters in Costa Rica to create 
courses, diploma, masters and graduates but 
communications are very slow. With the 
addition of Ecuador to the UGI and creating 
Ecuador Geographic Association could 
resume contact with the headquarters.

CLACSO - Latin American Council of 
Social Sciences. In 2015, we won the prize 
to dictate a virtual seminar Geographical 
Thought Critical Latin American and now 
we are postulating to create a Working 

Group for the period 2016-2019 of 
Geographical Thought Critical Latin-
American with the presence of almost 30 
geographers Latin American and Latin 
Americanist.

ANPEGE - Associação post-Graduação and 
Research in geography do Brazil. In 2013, 
we participated in the National Encontro X 
Da ANPEGE at UNICAMP and support 
that is the ANPEGE who represents 28 
PhDs and 55 masters of Brazilian 
universities is the organization that 
represents the UGI in Brazil.

AGB - Associação dos Brasileiros 
Geographers. Your events are on average 
from 4,500 to 6,000 people and are held 
every 2 years eng- Encontro National 
Geographers have made contact with them 
and is awaiting a meeting for activities in 
common.

CLAG - Conference of Latin Americanist 
Geographers. It has made contact with them 
and we will participate in the 2017 
Conference CLAG in the city of New 
Orleans in USA there is a predisposition of 
undertaking activities jointly.
AAG - Association of American 
Geographers is the largest and oldest 
institution in our continent have made 
contact with the Ad Hoc Working Latin 
America and already there is a possibility 
of a publishing project with its magazine 
and other activities in common.

LASA - Latin American Studies 
Association, the Latin American Studies 
Association is the world's largest 
professional association that brings together 
individuals and institutions dedicated to the 
study of Latin America. With more than 
12,000 partners and we are bidding to 
obtain institutional membership.

ECLA (Economic Commission for Latin 
America) the Spanish acronym is CEPAL. 
In 2014, we participated in Lima in the 
thirty-fifth session of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin America 
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and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and are 
processed through being an advisory body 
of the Commission for 2018.

IYGU (Initiative for a UN International 
Year for Global Understanding), we have 
contacted Professor Benno Werlen to 
support this initiative IGU and their Latin 
American countries celebrate it as in 
Uruguay and Peru where the latter an 
agreement of understanding was signed.

YES Network, have contacted us because it 
is a project that involved IGU and Peruvian 
postulates a regional vice president of that 
institution.

OSGEO - Open Source Geospatial 
Foundation, in 2014 I joined the ICA-
OSGeo (Global Network of laboratories 
OSGEO) and today we have a close and 
specific relationship for events, conferences 
and training.

EGAL, the meeting of geographers in Latin 
America is the most important in our 
subcontinent and Portuguese and Spanish 
as official event was first organized and 
sponsored by the IGU in XIV EGAL Lima 
2013, in the XV EGAL Havana 2015 will 
not that agreement was reached and now in 
the XVI EGAL La Paz 2017 not only what 
we sponsor but also organized it and that is 
very important because in the next event 
will be decided between the countries of the 
northern hemisphere of Latin America and 
the candidates so far are Dominican 
Republic and Ecuador, perhaps there is a 
historical resistance UGI but has managed 
to change the image from the Commission.
We have initiated contact with the 
following institutions:

SELPER - The Latin American Society of 
Specialists Remote Sensing and Spatial 
Information Systems

ICA-ACI, International Cartographic 
Association. The International Cartographic 
Association is an organization that studies 
the problems and GIS mapping techniques 

and science we want to make a Latin 
American event for 2017.
Geospatial World Forum and Geospatial 
Communication Network, is the most 
important conference Cybercartografia the 
world and has a Latin American version, 
but is only performed in Mexico and hope 
that this also takes place in other countries. 
The magazine's subscriber is only in 
English and have also suggested that a 
Spanish version is done, we hope to realize 
some agreement by 2017.
ISPR - International Society for 
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, with 
its Latin American chapter SELPER have 
made a communication because some of 
our members participate in their events, we 
expect to realize any agreement for 2018.
OGC - Open Geospatial Consortium, is an 
international industry consortium of more 
than 521 Geotecnologies companies, 
government agencies and universities 
participating in a consensus process to 
develop interface standards of public access 
to geospatial data. We consider it very 
important to our relationship with them, we 
still have no direct contact with the OGC 
but our partners are doing the respective 
communication to talk and have a direct or 
indirect link with the OGC.

ISO TC 2015 - ISO / TC 211 - Geographic 
information / Geomatics, is a technical 
committee working on the ISO and 
coordinates with the OGC for preparation 
of a series of International Standards and 
Technical Specifications of GIS -
Geographic Information Systems in the 
world.

We have been incorporated:

SOLAR (Latin American Society for 
Research on Latin America and the 
Caribbean), with them we will create a 
Masters and PhD in Latin American 
Studies oriented to geography with the 
support of CIALC - Research Center Latin 
America and the Caribbean of the UNAM 
from Mexico. – International
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UNIGIS, Network Geotecnologies teaching 
in universities in the world Diploma, 
Masters offers GIS within your network is 
20 universities in 14 countries in Europe, 
America, Asia and Africa.

We were unable to participate in activities 
of ISSC (International Social Science 
Council) and ICSU (International Council 
for Science) directly but indirectly with 
some of its member institutions. Working 
groups or projects.

4. Publications

4.1. Latin Geographic Thought

In 2013 we started a publishing project with 
Peru National Committee and the 
Universidad Mayor de San Andres in 
Bolivia to perform a publishing project 
Translation Brazilian to Spanish
geographers starting with Carlos Walter 
Porto Gonçalves and most importantly it 
started is that this project includes the most 
renowned geographer in Latin America: 
Milton Santos, the collection will be called 
Latin American Geographical Thought we 
hope to present it at the XV Meeting of 
Latin American Geographers 2015 and 
Moscow 2015 IGU Regional Geographic 
Conference but unfortunately by the 
economic crisis and trim public budget to 
universities has not been able to do.

It has initiated contact with the AAG
through his committee work in Latin 
America because this year there is an issue 
of its magazine on Latin American critical 
geography and could be the start of an 
editorial exchange and conduct joint 
activities.

With CLACSO he spoke to also perform an
editorial project only with the geographers 
because the geography in Latin America is 
still a discipline that is not in the discussion 
of the social sciences and today is taken 
into account by the Social Sciences when 
they enter to studies of environmental
problems. It is expected that in 2017 a 

publication with renowned authors and 
young investigators under the imprint of 
such a prestigious institution concrete.

4.2. Commission website

The Committee on Latin American Studies 
IGU established a Web site in Spanish with 
simultaneous translation in English, French 
and Portuguese.
www.ugi-latinoamerica.org

It Created 1 Facebook fan page 
https://www.facebook.com/ugi.latinoameric
a/ also one we subscribe to twitter and 
created a YouTube channel and hope to 
create a profile Lnkedin.

4.3. E-newsletter

In our travels during 2013 has been the 
need to create a Bulletin IGU - LATAM to 
bring Latin American geographers with the 
activities of the IGU. Its frequency is semi 
IGU Secretary - Commission for Latin 
American Studies Javier Nuñez Villalba 
(Bolivia) leads the editorial team, Verenitze 
Valencia (Ecuador) and Juan Manuel 
Delgado (Peru) and Freddy Morales (Cuba) 
are the other members, and we are waiting 
for confirmation from others as. We are 
waiting for confirmation from others as 
Ginno Pérez (Peru), Antonella Pizzorno 
(Argentina) and Madalina Lacramioara 
Popa (Romania). It is expected to launch in 
April 2015 hope but is still in the editorial 
production and recomposing the editorial 
team to have the number 0 this 2016.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

To constitute a social network producing 
Latin American Geographical research with 
a critical view from academia and from 
practice, created from everyday life and 
seek to explore the rich ontology of subject 
knowledge in Latin American geopolitics 
of knowledge in the space - time of world -
system. The commission of Latin American 
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Studies will be a platform for professionals 
in the Latin American geography to get 
contributions from high theoretical and 
methodological level of the various 
geographies in the service of our people.

The multilateral Latin American knowledge 
creation as FLACSO (Latin American 
Faculty of Social Sciences), CLACSO 
(Latin American Council of Social 
Sciences), Institute of Geography and 
History (IPGH), with the commission of 
Geography. Will be our allies to make the 
"Patria Grande" (Latin America), find 
justice in the different spatial scales, to 
recognize a labor of timely reinterpretation 
of codes deterritorialized globalization 
from regional agencies and local 
government, social movements with a sense 
of geographical sovereignty.

Objectives:

The objectives to be made in the next 4 
years of activity of the Working Group, it is 
important to stress that all these objectives 
within the program to propose for the 
period 2016-2020 and these are:

General:
Establish a Latin American organization of 
geography for work and discussions on the 
subject of study "Latin America", which 
achieves articulate students, professionals 
and geography teachers for their 
coexistence and integration through praxis 
of topics of interest to the Latin American 
people, encourage commitment to society 
by promoting geographical research from 
epistemic vision criticized but adapting it to 
the Latin American reality achieving 
fertilization stimulating critical thinking 
and reflective with a commitment to break 
with hegemonic myths and preconceptions 
of Latin American social knowledge of the 
subject.

Specific:
- To foster interdisciplinary relationships 

between Latin American geographers 
with the formation of virtual 

knowledge networks, such as building 
a website, using social networks and 
the use of open source 
geotechnologies.

- Publish a magazine of Latin American 
geography with a particular dossier on 
the problem or situation in Latin 
America, and cuatrimensual virtual 
bulletin.

- To sponsor academic events such as 
EGAL's (Meeting of Latin American  
Geographers) from now on, sponsor 
and promote national events both 
professionals and students geography 
and propose to the World Executive 
Committee organize UGI Regional 
Conferences and the International 
Congress geography  - ICG  in 2024 .

- Create lines or lines of research 
responsible and autonomy to work 
with other networks as GEORAYZAL 
geography, Humboldt, and EGAL's, 
IPGH, AAG, ANG and others like 
OSGEO and SELPER.

- Search agreements with IPGH, 
FLACSO, ANPEGE do Brazil, LASA, 
AAG and other organizations to build 
Pan-American and regional thematic 
networks.

- Create and manage postgraduate 
studies Geographic Latin American 
Studies with strategic partners such as 
universities, academic institutions and 
training

5.2. Steering Committee

Chair: Geog. Juan Manuel Delgado
(Unión Geográfica Internacional – Perú)
juanmanueldelgado@gmail.com

Vice Chair: Mag. Adrian Flores Rangel
(Universidad Anáhuac – México Norte, 
México)
pegasusklein@hotmail.com

Vice Chair: Geog. Viviana Buitrón
(Friedrich-Alexander Universität Erlangen-
Nürnberg, Alemania)
viviana.buitronc@gmail.com
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Secretary: Javier Núñez Villalba
(Universidad Mayor San Andrés, Bolivia)
jnunezvillalba@gmail.com

Vice Chair: Geog. Freddy Morales Ruitiña
(Centro de Investigaciones de Ecosistemas 
Costeros, Cuba)
freddy@ciec.fica.inf.cu

Geog. José Becerra Ruiz
(Universidad Central de Venezuela)
jose.becerra.ruiz@gmail.com

Lionel Rossini (Universidad Nacional de 
Colombia, GET – Grupo de Estudios 
Transfronterizos)
lionelrossini@gmail.com

Technical Assistants:

Madalina Lacramiora Popa
(Universidad de Bucarest, Rumania) 
popa.madalina.lacramioara@gmail.com

Jacquelin Fernandez Ortiz (Universidad 
Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Perú) 
jfernandortiz@gmail.com

Consultative Committee:

Dr. Horacio Capel
(Universidad de Barcelona, España)
hcapel@ub.edu

Dra. María Teresa Paes
(UNICAMP, Brazil)
paes.tereza@gmail.com

Ph.D. Marcelo Lagos López
(Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile)
mlagoslo@uc.cl

Dr. Gustavo Montañez
(Universidad Externado, Colombia)
gumogo@gmail.com

Dr. Rene Rego
(Universidad de la Habana, Cuba)
rgrego@geo.uh.cu

Dr. Hugo Romero
(Universidad de Chile)
hromero@uchilefau.cl

C12.28 Local and Regional Development

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair: Michael Sofer
Department of Geography and 
Environment
Bar-Ilan University
Ramat-Gan, Israel
soferm1@mail.biu.ac.il

Vice-Chair: Jerzy Banski
Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Organization
Polish Academy of Sciences
Warszawa, Poland
jbanski@twarda.pan.pl

Biørn T. Asheim
University of Lund
Lund, Sweden
Bjorn.asheim@keg.lu.se

Clélio Campolina Diniz
Centro de Desenvolvimento e Planejamento 
Regional
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais
Brasil
camp@cedeplar.ufmg.br

Ayda Eraydin
Mimarlik Fakültesi
Sehir ve Bölge Planlama Bölümü
Orta Dogu Teknik Üniversitesi 
Ankara, Turkey
ayda@metu.edu.tr
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Weidong Liu
Institute of Geographic Sciences and 
Natural Resources Research
Chinese Academy of Sciences
Beijing, China
liuwd@igsnrr.ac.cn

Fermín Rodríguez
Centro de Cooperacion y Desarrollo 
Territorial
University of Oviedo
Asturias Spain
cecodet@uniovi.es

Suman Sao, Reader
Dept. of Geography & Applied Geography
University of North Bengal, India
sumansao1@yahoo.co.in

Tony Sorensen
School of Human and Environmental 
Studies
University of New England
Armidale, NSW, Australia
asorense@metz.une.edu.au

Michael Storper
Department of Geography and 
Environment
London School of Economics
London, England
m.storper@lse.ac.uk

1.2. Corresponding Members

The number of corresponding members, besides the steering committee members, receiving our 
information, notes and newsletters regularly, is 289 spread over 45 countries (see table below). 
On an irregular basis, we spread our news to a range of about 500 persons.

Number of commission members by country as of 31 December 2015:

Australia 12 France 6 Nigeria 1 South Korea 1
Bahamas 1 Germany 15 Peru 1 Spain 6
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 1 Hong Kong 2 Poland 22 Sweden 4

Brazil 8 Hungary 1 Portugal 1 Switzerland 3
Canada 7 India 11 Romania 19 The Netherlands 5
China 6 Ireland 5 Russia 23 Turkey 3
Croatia 1 Israel 35 Serbia 2 UAE 1
Czech Republic 13 Italy 6 Singapore 1 UK 11
Denmark 5 Japan 12 Slovakia 1 Ukraine 1
Estonia 3 Mexico 1 Slovenia 1 USA 15
Fiji 1 Moldova 2 South Africa 2 Total 289
Finland 6 New Zealand 5
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2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2012-2015

August 26-30, 2012
IGU International Geographical Congress
Cologne

August 5-9, 2013
IGU regional conference
Kyoto

August 18-22, 2014
IGU regional conference
Krakow

August 17-21, 2015
IGU regional conference
Moscow

2.2. Questions Addressed at Meetings

Our meetings in recent years have been 
conducted against a back-drop of turbulent 
economic and social conditions that are 
remaking our understanding of the 
processes shaping local and regional 
development. In particular, the roles of 
technology, international relations, 
globalisation, national economic policy-
making, economic boom and bust, 
commercial freedom, infrastructure 
investment and so on are proving crucial 
determinants of the extent to which various 
tiers of government and endogenous 
community action can control or influence 
the evolution of regional and local 
economies. And it is becoming clear that 
very different approaches to managing 
these themes in different countries or 
regions within them can lead to very 
different outcomes. Some places can 
prosper greatly while others drift into 
recession or depression. In short, spatial 
economies are being reconfigured in a 
myriad of ways and with increasing 
rapidity, whilst conferring major benefits 
and costs on affected places. In this context 
the Commission’s work in identifying the 
spatial outcomes of such processes is 
becoming ever more important for the 

world’s population, as we focus on the very 
different processes operating between and 
within nations. It is crucial that we 
understand what contributes to spatial 
economic success or decline and how 
society might accentuate the former and 
ameliorate the latter. However, these issues 
are not immune from different philosophies 
or value systems operating geographically 
which can also affect outcomes. These 
include issues of social and cultural equity, 
environmental quality, intergenerational 
well-being, resource conservation and so 
on. International and regional comparisons 
on these dimensions can be valuable in 
shaping decisions about our future. So we 
are witnessing increasing tension between 
global comparative and competitive 
advantage on the one hand and local 
imperatives on the other. But perhaps there 
is a middle way as encapsulated in the 
principle: “think globally, act locally”. As a 
result, there has been recently an increasing 
interest in local and regional development 
that, to a larger extent than before, takes 
into consideration specific qualities of the 
home regions. These tendencies were 
expressed in the titles of the conferences' 
sessions of the commission during the 
period 2012-2016, when the various 
meetings offered a variety of insights into 
issues revolving around local and regional 
development. These contained multifaceted 
approaches, which combined social, 
economic, environmental and cultural
dimensions around the following topics: 
Regional Development: Planning and 
Disparities; Local Development in the 
Rural Space; Local Development in the 
Urban Space; Assessment of Local 
Development: Projects and Initiatives.

2.3. Future Meetings

2016: August 16-19
Annual meeting
Vladivostok
Theme: Local and regional development in 
peripheral regions
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2016: August 21-25
Beijing IGU Congress
Theme: Local and regional development

2017: Belo-Horizonte, Brazil
Annual meeting
Theme: Challenges of the local planning 
systems

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

In 2013 IGU Regional Conference in Kyoto 
– the commission had a number of joint 
sessions with the (C12.30) Commission on 
Mediterranean Basin.

In 2014 IGU Regional Conference in 
Krakow – the commission had a number of 
joint sessions with the (C12.29) 
Commission on Marginalization, 
Globalization and Regional and Local 
Response and with the (C12.30) 
Commission on Mediterranean Basin.

In 2015 IGU Regional Conference in 
Moscow - the commission had a number of 
joint sessions with the (C12.01) 
Commission on Applied Geography.

In 2016 the commission is organising its 
annual meeting – August 16-19 in 
Vladivostok, Russia, together with the 
Pacific Institute of Geography, Far Eastern 
Branch of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences.

3.2. Collaboration with other 
international groups

In 2015 – The commission organised a 
session and was involved in other sessions 
in the Fourth Economic Geography 
Conference in Oxford, UK. This is the third 
time we follow this practice which was first 
initiated in 2007 within the Second 
Economic Geography Conference, Beijing, 
China.

4. Publications

4.1. Special Journal Issues

The harvest of the annual meetings of the 
commission resulted in 2 special journal 
issues of the journal Rural Studies: 

1) Rural Studies Volume no. 27, 2012, 
Local and Regional Development –
Challenges and Policy Issues, Editor: 
Jerzy Banski.

2) Rural Studies Volume no. 38 (2015) 
Local Development in Urban and 
Rural Space: Project and Planning, 
Editors: Michael Sofer, Tony 
Sorensen, Konrad Czapiewski.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The International Geographical Union's 
Commission on Local Development 
provides an international forum for the 
study of issues related to such matters as 
local and regional development, 
reorganisation of space, and the role of both 
institutions and agencies in developing and 
reshaping the local space. The interests of 
the commission are exhibited in developing 
and developed nations. Yet, the perception 
and attitudes towards local development 
may be different in different countries. In 
some places the local development theme is 
closely related to (a) non-metropolitan 
development, in other parts of the world it 
is related to the establishment and 
development of new towns; (b) to the 
transformation of regional cultures of 
research, innovation, entrepreneurship, 
networking and mutual support, and 
venture capital development to enable the 
emergence of new high-tech cores; (c) or 
the restructuring of the rural space. The 
Commission’s aim is to amalgamate such 
debates under one umbrella.
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5.2. Steering Committee

In recent years there were some changes in 
the steering committee structure due to 
resignation and inactivity of a number of 
members, and the election of new 
members. Most members of the steering 
committee will have served 8 years by 2016 
including the chairman and have to be 
replaced by new members. The changes in 
the members of the steering committee will 
be discussed in the coming business 
meeting during the IGU congress in Beijing 
2016.

5.3. Future work plan

The work plan for the period 2016-2020 
includes:
1) Organisation of the commission annual 

meetings sessions.
2) Organisation of the commission 

sessions in the coming IGU 
conferences.

3) Publications of papers from the 
commission’s annual sessions as 
special issues in JURA (Journal of 
Urban and regional Analysis) and 
Rural Studies.

4) Refurbishing and further development 
of the commission website.

5) Development of the research network 
between the members of the 
commission leading to realisation of a 
potential research projects and 
knowledge exchange.

6) Transferring knowledge into practice –
cooperation with regional and local 
stakeholders involved in local and 
regional development.

We are expecting that our meetings and 
knowledge exchange will formulate and 
expand the professional involvement of our 
members in local and regional development 
projects. Our aspiration is that the 
knowledge derived from the meetings of 
the commission will be implemented into 
development plans and will allow officials 
and local communities to better cope with 
issues concerning socio-economic spatial 
disparities in different parts of the world. 
Altogether a working "knowledge network" 
could be useful for both potential 
development projects and common 
research.

C12.29 Marginalization, Globalization and Regional and Local Responses

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair: Assoc. prof. Stanko Pelc 
University of Primorska 
Geography Department 
Koper, Slovenia 
E-mail: stanko.pelc@fhs.upr.si

Dr. Jamalunlaili Abdullah 
Universiti Teknologi MARA 
Dept of Town and Regional Planning 
Shah Alam, Malaysia 
E-mail: jamal858@salam.uitm.edu.my

Prof. Raghubir Chand 
Kumaun University 
Department of Geography 
Uttarakhand, India 
E-mail: raghubir.seri@Gmail.com

Assoc. Prof. Steve Déry 
Université Laval 
Département de Géographie
QUÉBEC, Canada 
E-mail: Steve.Dery@ggr.ulaval.ca

Prof. Roddy Fox
Rhodes University 
Geography Department 
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GRAHAMSTOWN, South Africa 
E-mail: r.fox@ru.ac.za

Dr. Tomáš Havlíček 
Charles University in Prague 
Department of Social Geography and 
Regional Development 
PRAHA, Czechia 
E-mail: tomhav@natur.cuni.cz

Prof. Alison McCleery
Research Development & RAE 
Napier University 
Edinburgh, United Kingdom 
E-mail: am.mccleery@napier.ac.uk

Prof. Etienne Nel 
University of Otago 
Department of Geography 
Dunedin, New Zealand 
E-mail: ELN@geography.otago.ac.nz

Prof. Margarita Schmidt 
Universidad Nacional de Cuyo 
Facultad de Filosofía y Letras 
Departamento de Geografía 
Mendoza, Argentina 
E-mail: schmidtm@logos.uncu.edu.ar

Prof. Markku Tykkyläinen
University of Eastern Finland
Department of Geographical and Historical 
Studies
JOENSUU, Finland
E-mail: markku.tykkylainen@uef.fi

Commission Secretary: 
Prof. Emeritus Walter Leimgruber 
Université de Fribourg 
Département de Géosciences
Unité de Géographie 
Fribourg, Suisse 
E-mail: walter.Leimgruber@unifr.ch

1.2. Corresponding Members

The number of commission corresponding members by country as of 31 December 2015:

Argentine 15 Finland 7 Malaysia 4 Slovakia 1
Australia 5 France 4 Mexico 1 Slovenia 8
Austria 3 Germany 8 Namibia 1 South Africa 4
Bangladesh 1 Hong Kong 1 Nepal 22 Spain 29
Bosnia 2 Hungary 4 Netherlands 2 Sweden 15
Brazil 1 Iceland 1 New Zealand 5 Switzerland 10
Canada 4 India 14 Norway 3 Tunesia 1
Chile 3 Indonesia 1 Poland 10 Turkey 9
China, PR 1 Iran 1 Portugal 9 UK 14
China-Taipei 3 Israel 6 Qatar 1 USA 16
Croatia 20 Italy 9 Romania 2 Vietnam 1
Czech Republic 6 Japan 10 Russia 1 Zimbabwe 1
Denmark 1 Korea South 4 Saudi Arabia 1 TOTAL 306
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2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2012-2016

Just before the congress in Cologne the 
commission held a meeting in Dubrovnik in 
Croatia.

In 2013 the commission met at IGU RC in 
Kyoto, Japan, August 5 and August 6. 

In 2014 the commission met at IGU RC in 
Krakow from August 19 to 22.

In 2015 the commission held its annual 
conference in Agri in marginal eastern part 
of Turkey from August 24 to 25.
2.2. Themes addressed during meetings

The themes addressed were Geographical 
marginalization and karst landscapes, the 
challenges of physically marginalized 
landscapes (islands, mountains, coasts, 
wetland, remote and landlocked area), 
living and coping in the face of 
marginalization, marginalization in a 
Global world and understanding 
marginalization.
At RC in Kyoto the commission held 3 
sessions of its own and 3 joint sessions with 
the Commission on Sustainability of Rural 
Systems. The attendance at joint sessions 
was 17 to 21 participants including chairs 
and speaker and 9 to 18 at sessions of 
C12.29 commission. There were 23 paper 
presentations altogether, 11 at joint sessions 
and 12 at sessions of C12.29 commission. 
After conference the commission organized 
Excursion, from August 9 to 12: Kyoto-
Gifu-Toyama-Ishikawa-Kyoto. 

We addressed the following topics:
• Rural areas, 
• Development Dynamics, 
• Policy Options and Marginalization,
• Different contexts of geographical 

marginality,
• Marginality and marginalization -

spatial, social and economic 
viewpoints.

At RC in Krakow the commission had four 
paper sessions of its own with 14 papers 
presented and 12 to 16 attendants per 
session. At a joint session with commission 
C12.15 Geography of Tourism, Leisure, 
and Global Change there were four 
presentations and about 12 attendants per 
session. The commission also had three 
joint sessions with commission C12.28 
Local and regional development with 11 
presentations and about 20 attendants at 
average. The topics addressed were:

Changing nature of globalization, 
marginalization and marginality new 
challenges for understanding and 
responding with subthemes:
• marginalization from different 

perspectives, ethnic and deprivileged 
social groups and marginalization, 

• border and rural areas socio-economic 
imprint of marginality, 

• commuting, emigration and identity 
and

• poverty, (post)colonialism, segregation 
and a lack of accessibility;

Tourism and marginality - local initiatives 
shaped by global trends;

Areas of growth and economic stagnation -
the challenges of globalization and 
marginalization:
• the implications of globalization on

regional development processes,
• polarity of development in different 

spatial scales,
• regional development processes and 

policy intervention.

Commission’s annual conference in Eastern 
Turkey took its place in really marginal part 
of the world, especially marginalized by the 
political events just before the conference. 
Nevertheless it was a good experience for 
all the participants, even though the 
conference was almost completely ignored 
by Turkish geographers. Therefore we only 
had 10 paper presentations divided into 
three thematic sessions: 
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• Theoretical aspects of marginality and 
marginalization, 

• Marginalization of ethnic groups, 
minorities and indigenous people, 

• Economic aspects of marginality and 
marginalization.

2.3. Future Meetings

In 2016, the commission plans to have 
sessions at Beijing congress and just after 
that its own conference in Slovenia. The 
theme of the Beijing sessions is long 
forgotten backward spaces" in the focus of 
global economy.

The session title is provocative and may not 
be politically correct, but it aims to 
encompass wide range of places that 
attracted the attention of world global 
economic players or of their national and 
regional governments that are considering 
their hidden potential as worthwhile for 
national and global economy. What kind of 
actions are going on in this kind of spaces, 
what are the consequences for individuals 
and for local community as well as for the 
environment are the topics that we expect 
to deal with within the proposed session(s).

2016 annual conference in Slovenia will be 
titled Regional Development, Sustainability 
and Marginalization with the following 
themes:
• Marginalizing effects of unsustainable 

development
• Managing sustainable development in 

“problematic” regions
• Sustainable tourism in underdeveloped 

regions – potential driver of economic 
development or unreal expectations

• Karst and mountains – low production 
potential and high vulnerability as 
possible drivers of marginalization

• Globalization effects in spatially 
marginal areas – positive and negative 
impacts

• Sustainable development in relation to 
marginality and marginalization within 
the complex system of globalized 
economic, social and political order

We want to continue the commission’s 
work in the period 2016-2020. We have 
several options for future conferences, but 
we have not taken the final decision about 
the annual meetings. We are leaving that 
decision to the new steering committee as 
soon as it becomes operational after it is 
confirmed by the General Assembly. The 
commission plan to be held its major event 
in Canada at the IGU RC in 2018 as the 
proposed chair of the steering committee is 
from Quebec. The main themes for 2017-
2020 conferences will be Globalization and 
its impact on local and regional 
development, further work on the theory of 
marginalization, transformation of rural 
areas from the viewpoint of globalization 
and marginalization and drivers of 
marginalization in border and peripheral 
areas. We will intend to put these topics 
within authentic regional environment so 
that we can be as close to the problem areas 
as possible. Especially Latin America and 
Africa as well as SE Asia are the parts of 
the world that we would like to devote our 
attention.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaborations with other IGU 
commissions

The commission held joint sessions with 
C12.15 Geography of Tourism, Leisure, 
and Global Change and C12.28 Local and 
Regional Development commissions at RC 
in Kyoto and in Krakow. Besides the 
commission also participated at the annual 
conference of C12.22 Islands in 2013.

4. Publications

We only published a book of abstracts for 
the Agri 2015 conference. However, we did 
make an agreement with Springer to start a 
book series Perspectives on Geographical 
marginality. The first book is edited and 
reviewed and is therefore about to go into 
production. We are currently working on 
the second one, using the material from our 
past conferences that has not yet been 
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published. We intend to devote future 
conferences to the topics that can serve as 
material for the planned books in the series. 
We are supposed to produce two books per 
year.

Papers of various conférences were 
published independently; a review article 
on marginality appeared in the Croatian 
Geographical Bulletin 2013 and some other 
papers from 2012 conference in Croatia 
were published there too.

DÉRY, Steve, LEIMGRUBER, Walter et 
ZCILINCSAR, Walter (2012) 
Understanding marginality: new insights 
from a geographical perspective. 
Geografski glasnik, 74(1):5-18.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The mission of the Commission is to 
research marginality and the processes of 
marginalization from different perspectives 
and with a geographical basis. The main 
focus is to better understand multiscalar 
relations between the globalization process 
and how marginality evolves at the local 
and regional levels. Moreover, we seek to 
improve our understanding of local and 
regional responses to different forms of 
marginality and marginalization processes.
The commission intends to continue to 
follow the objectives that were in its focus 
already in this period, that is: 

1. To further the understanding of 
marginality and the processes of 
marginalization in our globalized 
world, through the study and analysis 
of the forces responsible for the 
dynamics and structures of spatial 
marginality at various scales. They will 
include, among others, issues of 
technology, gender, social structure 
and the environment.

2. To analyze marginality as the result of 
human perceptions and decisions, 
leading to the understanding 

of the role of the various agents in 
those processes, and their response to 
prevailing conditions.

3. To develop comparative approaches in 
order to identify various types of 
marginality and to put them into 
perspective and assess their role in an 
increasingly globalized world. 
Emphasis in particular needs to be 
placed on the experience of the South

4. To study policy/ institutional/ 
community responses to economic and 
societal problems in marginal regions 
at various scales in relation to local, 
regional and societal development, and 
to study human responses to global 
change, including their implications for 
marginalization. 

The use and development of appropriate 
theory and methodology is to be involved 
in each of the above.

5.2. Steering Committee

Chair: Assoc. prof. Steve Déry 
Université Laval 
Département de géographie
QUÉBEC, Canada
E-mail: Steve.Dery@ggr.ulaval.ca

Dr. Firuza Begham Binti Mustafa
Department of Geography
University of Malaya
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
E-mail: firuza@um.edu.my

Prof. Borna Fuerst-Bjeliš
UNIVERSITY OF ZAGREB 
Department of Geography
Zagreb, Croatia
E-mail: bornafb@geog.pmf.hr

Prof. Ruth Kark
Department of Geography 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Jerusalem, Israel
E-mail: mskark@mscc.huji.ac.il
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Prof. Daichi Kohmoto
Nara University of Education 
Nara, Japan
E-mail: daichizu@gmail.com

Prof. Kenneth Matengu
Pro-Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation 
and Development
University of Namibia, 
Windhoek, Namibia
E-mail: kmatengu@unam.na

Dr. Toivo Muilu
Department of Geography
University of Oulu
E-mail: toivo.muilu@luke.fi

Dr. Catherine Robinson
University of Queensland
Brisbane, Australia
E-mail: Catherine.Robinson@csiro.au

Prof. Claudio Urra Coletti
Instituto de Geografía
Universidad Nacional de Cuyo
Mendoza, Argentina
E-mail: urra73@gmail.com

Commission Secretary
Prof. Emeritus Walter Leimgruber 
Université de Fribourg 
Département de Géosciences
Unité de Géographie 
Fribourg, Suisse 
E-mail: walter.Leimgruber@unifr.ch

5.3. Future work plan

In 2016 the annual conference of the 
commission is going to be in Slovenia (1-5
September) where we intend to analyze 
marginality and (de)marginalization from 
the perspective of sustainable development 
as well as in the context of globalisation.

In 2017 we intend to contribute to the 
conference "The geographies of peace", in 
La Paz, 24-25 April 2017 (in collaboration 
with the University of La Paz, and in 
connection with the XVI EGAL -
Encuentre de Geografos de America Latina 
– held at the same time). We are reflecting 
on a thematic session regarding marginality 
and discrimination as sources of conflict 
and discuss de-marginalization process as 
one of the necessary conditions for peace.

In 2018 a conference will be held during 
the IGU Regional conference in Quebec in 
summer 2018. The main focus will be on 
the (de)marginalization of peripheries. 
In 2019 and 2020 the themes and venues 
are being discussed, but we intend to 
devote more attention to the processes of 
(de)marginalization in the countries of 
Africa and SE Asia.

Very important task of the commission will 
be to provide enough printable research 
results to produce two books annually for 
Springer book series „Perspectives on 
Geographical Marginality“ that is starting 
in 2016.

C12.30 Mediterranean Basin

Commission Mediterranean Basin, the first 
IGU Commission with a regional focus, has 
been flourishing since its inception in IGU 
Cologne 2012, despite many challenges 
which a peculiar Commission like COMB 
has to face with.

Firstly, it should be noted that its 
membership stems in a significant amount 
from developing countries which face 
severe financial constraints.

Secondly It should be reminded that our 
inception occurred in post 2011 so-called 
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Arab Spring transition. We continue to be 
affected by regional instability which
causes even more challenges for organising 
and participating in COMB and IGU at a 
large event.

Thirdly, by its same regional nature, vis à is 
other Commissions, our regional coverage 
scientifically, culturally, politically is a 
mosaic of different cultural-scientific 
worlds characterized by at least three 
languages English, French, Arab and at 
least two ideas of society (secular and 
religious codes inspired societies) which 
altogether eventually shape approach to 
science, mindset and career developements.

We are committed to cope with cultural 
dialogues among these ‘scientific zones’ 
and find solutions to harmonize national 
systems and international scientific 
requirements. It should be stressed that 
some emerging issues in human geography 
may be considered taboo in some countries 
and cannot be practised.
Finally, everybody should be reminded that 
in some case/country Colleagues cannot 
provide full visibility to their presence in 
endeavours with Colleagues from countries 
which are considered hostile or enemies.

Therefore, probably, compared to other 
more ‘classic’ Commissions we have to 
cope sometimes with some issues to ensure 
safety to Colleagues. Colleagues also need 
special closeness and encouragement!
Par example we developed internal 
communications via mail or socials like 
whatup for communications and exchanges 
and skype meetings more than open public 
website. Recently, political elections in 
some countries restricted Colleagues’ 
communications behaviours.

We would like to drive the EC attention 
that recently in some countries blockages to 
socials or internet phone communications 
like Skype or whatup have been imposed 
by some governments. Recently, some 
European Universities and authorities 
warned Colleagues to participate to 

Conferences in some countries. Geopolitics 
obviously affects us more than other 
Commissions.

Despite all, as COMB Charter spells out, 
we have been always highly committed and 
successful in joining forces, make develop 
and reinforce ties and common endeavours 
among geographers accross shores.

We prove to be highly successful in many 
regards. One of the evidence of these 
achievements is that many Geographical 
Societies in the Arab world or non-
European one ask COMB Chair to circulate 
information, join forces to prepare events 
and foster geography internationalisation in 
some countries.

We were the first Commission since 
Cologne to initiate systematically proposals 
of joint sessions with other Commissions 
when it was not customary at all. Now it 
became a regular routine for several 
Commissions.

Since COMB inception we adopted via 
mailing list a almost weekly basis 
information and sharing of scientific news 
(conferences, posts, calls for publications) 
that built a high trust. Thanks to Chair and 
Steering activism, words-mouth about 
supportive and open communcations raised 
membership in 4 years to ca 200 members 
from all shores but also continental Europe, 
United States, Canada, China, Japan, 
Australia. Only a part can participate to 
events for both language skills in oral 
presentations and lack of funds.

We are particularly inclined to mentor and 
enhance young scholars’ development. 
Therefore for  an effective training, for 
getting fresh ideas and additional 
dynamism, for building the future, COMB 
proposed Steering Committee 2016-2020 
integrates de facto 3 Young Scholars (34 
and 36 aged people) as effective Steering 
Committee one from North Africa one from 
Middle East one from Serbia.
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We try hard to enable women scholars’ 
participation and be sensitive to gender 
issues. Recently COMB Chair is advising 
and supporting the Palestinian 
Geographical Society Journal to review the 
International Advisory Board with female 
scholars and enlarging beyond Arab 
speakng countries Colleagues.

As EC acknowledged in Kyoto Meeting 
with Commissions, COMB has been the 
first Commission to propose a project to 
European Research Framework and win a 
grant: FP7 Marie Curie IRSES 
‘MEDCHANGe-EuroMediterranean 
Changing Relationships’ 2013-2017, 
Coordinator Maria Paradiso.

COMB Chair tried again with Colleagues 
peer competitions for funded project:
1) a bid in the frame of EU funded H2020 

‘Mediterranean’ Calls, 
2) a UNESCO cultural  diversity funding, 

and 
3) cooperation with Queen Mary 

University and Barcelona UN 
University the British Fund Emergency 
Research Call on Mediterranean 
Migration Crisis; we got high scores 
but no funds.

COMB Chair promoted and we published 
two edited books beyond other ones and up 
to day a rich reference list can be displayed; 
actually, it under-represents our publication 
achievements since we provide evidence of 
publication on the basis of what Colleagues 
sent to Chair.

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Maria Paradiso, Chair
University of Sannio
Benevento, Italy 
(paradiso@unisannio.it)

Ali Toumi, Executive Secretary
University of Tunis
(alitoumi2003@yahoo.fr)

Fathy Abo Ayana
University of Alexandria
Egypt 
(aboyana@yahoo.com)

Antoine Bailly
University of Geneva 
(antoine.bailly@unige.ch)
Anne Buttimer
University of Dublin
(anne.buttimer@ucd.ie)

Annick Douguédroit
University of Provence
(Annick.Douguedroit@univ- provence.fr)

Anton Gosar
University of Koper / Capodistria 
(anton.gosar@guest.arnes.s)

Maria Sala
University of Barcelona 
(sala@trivium.gh.ub.es)

Izhak Schnell
University of Tel Aviv 
(schnell@post.tau.ac.il)

Theano S. Terkenli
University of the Aegean
(t.terkenli@aegean.gr)

Barney Warf 
University of Kansas
(bwarf@ku.edu)

1.2. Corresponding Members

The total number of corresponding 
members is: 200 ca. A good amount comes 
from developing countries.

Members come from: Algeria, Australia, 
China, Croatia, Egypt, France, Finland, 
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, Lebanon, Montenegro, Morocco, 
Palestine, Portugal, Russia, Serbia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, 
Tunisia, Turkey, UK, and US.
The majority of Colleagues from MENA 
countries use yahoo or gmail accounts; 
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some of them are based in France; some 
colleagues may use a yahoo.fr but they 
work and live in North Africa.

1.3. Commission website

The current accurate URL of the 
commission’s web site. We started under 
google+ and Google site (IGUCOMB). 
However, some Colleagues from some 
countries prefer getting info on mails and 
not having full visibility of joint actions 
with Colleagues from other countries which 
are normally displayed on a website. We 
moved in smaller groups on Whatsapp and 
G+.

2. Meetings

COMB since IGU Cologne (as 
Mediterranean Renaissance Program) has 
held sessions in all IGU Conferences: 
Cologne, Kyoto, Kracow, Moscow. It is 
going to held sessions in IGU 2016 Bejing 
too.

In June 2016 COMB Annual Conference 
takes place in Turkey, Antalya in 
cooperation with Turkish Geographical 
Society.

We have at least once a year a business 
meeting. We have an average participation 
to each session of 15-20 people.

IGU Cologne 2012 as IGU Program:
Mediterranean Renaissance Program

Session: Towards a democratic Maghreb-
Mashrek? / Vers un Maghreb-Mashreq 
démocratique?
Chairs: Maria Paradiso, Ali Toumi

Joint session were co-organised with 
Commissions:

- C08.14 Geography of the Global 
Information Society entitled: 
Mediterranean Information Society
Chair(s): Maria Paradiso, Mark 
Wilson

- Commission Climate CO4: 
Climatology: "Climate change in the 
areas with Mediterranean climate: 
characteristics, mitigation and 
adaptation". Chair: Annick 
Douguédroit.

COMB in AAG-Association of American 
Geographers, NYC February 2012 
arranged joint with - IGU Commission 
Geography of Global Information Society. 
Session ‘Media and social justice in 
Mediterranean Democratic Movements’ 
(Chair M. Paradiso).

COMB for IGU Kyoto 2013

Two own COMB calls for papers were 
approved by KRC (changing settlements in 
the Mediterranean and the Gulf: critical 
views and implications) and in addition 3 
joint sessions with other Commissions, 
respectively:
- Information Society Traditional 

wisdom and modernity: ICT and 
intangible culture (Chair M. Paradiso),

- Local Development, Local and 
regional development in the 
Mediterranean basin (Chairs M. 
Paradiso, M. Sofer)

Full details are visible on:
http://oguchaylab.csis.u-
tokyo.ac.jp/IGU2013/session_proposals.ht
ml IGU Kyoto August 2013: COMB own 
sessions and joint ones

COMB in: EUGEO ROME September 
2013: IGU COMB session ‘New 
spatialities: Europe and its neighbouring 
regions’ (2 slots) were arranged and chaired 
by Maria Paradiso (Unisannio, Italy) and 
Sebastian Lenz (Leipzig Leibniz Institute of 
Geography, Germany)
Session code: S22

COMB in IGU Kracow 2014

Kracow IGU Conference August 2014 own 
calls:
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- ‘Mediterranean changes and 
challenges’ I and II (Chair M. 
Paradiso)

- The Adriatic-Ionian sea: challenges in 
planning the future (Chair A. Gosar)

- Ethnic minorities, structures of 
mobility in a global reality. In 
cooperation with EUFP7 MC IRSES 
‘MEDCHANGe’ 612639 (Chairs M 
Paradiso, I Schnell)

- Middle East and North African Cities 
in turmoil (Roman Stadnicki, Maria 
Paradiso) (not enough papers 
submissions for financial constraints, 
Colleagues could not afford 
participations costs).

- Climate change and its impacts on 
lives and activities in the 
Mediterranean Basin I and II
(Chairs: Annick Douguédroit H. Ben 
Boubaker) and jointly ones were 
proposed with C12.10 Gender and 
Geography and C12.30 Mediterranean 
Basin Gendered Perspectives on 
Mediterranean Mobilities and 
Migration: Inclusions, Exclusions and 
Integration (organisers Shirlena Huang, 
Maria Paradiso). Not enough 
submissions.

- C12.17 Global Change and Human 
Mobility C12.30 Mediterranean Basin 
New trends of human mobility in the 
Mediterranean basin: towards a new 
migratory model (Josefina Domínguez 
Mujica Maria Paradiso)

- Geography of the Global Information 
Society / C12.30 Mediterranean Basin 
- Mediterranean Internet

- C12.30 Mediterranean Basin / C12.39 
Urban Commission: Urban Challenges 
in a Complex World - Urban 
Challenges for Mediterranean and Gulf 
Cities (Chairs M Paradiso MJ Pineira)

- C12.28. Local and Regional 
Development And C12.30 
Mediterranean Basin Regional and 
Local Development: Mediterranean 
local and regional development (Chairs 
Maria Paradiso, Michael Sofer)

COMB in IGU 2015 Moscow

- C12.30 Mediterranean Basin Humanity 
and Human Activities under Changing 
Climatic Conditions in the 
Mediterranean (organisers and chairs: 
Maria Paradiso, Barbaros Gonencgil)

- C12.30 Mediterranean Basin IN 
COOPERATION WITH 7FP Marie 
Curies IRSES MEDCHANGe 
Ethnicities, mobilities, changing 
relationships in the Mediterranean in a 
global reality (organisers and chairs: 
Maria Paradiso, Izhak Schnell 
schnell@post.tau.ac.il)

- C12.30 Mediterranean Basin IN 
COOPERATION WITH 7FP Marie 
Regionalisation concepts and practices 
in ‘inner seas’ as mobile global 
realities (Maria Paradiso, Alun Jones)

- C12.14: Commission on Global 
Information Society AND C12.30: 
Commission on the Mediterranean 
Basin ICT, Social Networks and 
Activism in the Mediterranean (Maria 
Paradiso, Mark Wilson)

- C12.14: Commission on Global 
Information Society AND C12.15 
Geography of Tourism, Leisure, and 
Global Change AND C12.30: 
Commission on the Mediterranean 
Basin AND C12.39 Urban 
Commission: Urban Challenges in a 
Complex World Mega Events: The 
Role of Spectacle in Urban 
Development (Chair: Mark Wilson)

- C12.17 Global Change and Human 
Mobility (Globility) New trends of the 
human mobility in the Mediterranean 
basin: towards a new migratory model? 
(Organisers and Chairs: Josefina 
Domínguez-Mujica 
josefina.dominguezmujica@ulpgc.es 
Maria Paradiso paradiso@unisannio.it) 

- C12.30 Mediterranean Basin IN 
COOPERATION WITH WITH 7FP 
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Marie Curie IRSES MEDCHANGe 
612639.

- C12.30 Mediterranean Basin AND 48 
C12.35 Sustainability of Rural Systems 
Commission ‘Sustainable Food 
Systems: new trends in the 
Mediterranean Basin (organisers and 
chairs: Ana Firmino, Maria Paradiso).

Thematic, FP7 Projects Conferences and 
Workshops:

- Slovenia 2014. COMB Chair Maria 
Paradiso in Primorska University per 
invitation of Professor Milan Bufon, 
May 2014; Workshops on 
Mediterranean conceptualization with 
Slovenian Colleagues and students.

- Turkey, 2014 University of Ankara and 
Istanbul, Geography Symposium, 
October  2014 Maria Paradiso invited 
as second keynote in the opening 
session on Mediterranean new 
regionalisation concepts and in 
workshop with Turkish Colleagues; 
IGU President was the first keynote.

- Italy January 2014 FP7 MEDCHANGe 
Conferences and Workshops: 
University of Sannio Kick off 
Workshops MEDCHANGe on Early 
concepts of Mediterranean Mobilities 
and EuroMed changing relatonships: 
speakers Alun Jones, M.Spotorno, M. 
Alouat, S. Sierra, D.   Chinarro, M. 
Paradiso, L. Fonseca, A. Fernandez, A. 
Guennous, K. Zahi, M.Elaklaa, I. 
Schnell.

- Morocco FP7 MEDCHANGe May 
2014 Project Research Workshops 
May 2014 Cady Ayyad Marrakesh, 
May, June, Women migration and 
return migration : M. Paradiso, K. 
Zahi, Mohamed Elaklaa, M. Spotorno, 
L. Fonseca, S.Lamari, S. Ourkhafi, O. 
Tebbaa, and PHD).

- Morocco FP7 February 2015 
MEDCHANGe Conferences and 
Workshops Casablanca University 
Hassan II Faculty of Economics and 
law, Ain sbaa : V. Durac, A. Jones, L. 
Fonseca,S. Lamari, S. Ourkafi, 
M.Paradiso, J. Settar) Views on Europe 
and Mediterranean from Morocco 
(Convenors: A. Jones. M. Paradiso, S. 
Lamari) with Master Students active 
participation.

- Morocco FP7 November 2015 
MEDCHANGe Workshop in 
Department of Italian Studies, Sense of 
belonging to the Mediterranean: 
viewspoints from Morocco. 
Convenors: S. Favaro, R. Nassir, M. 
Paradiso. Keynote: M Paradiso.

- Turkey, November 2015 University of 
Akdeniz, Antalya, Official Opening 
Conference of New Department of 
Geography and Mediterranean Studies, 
workshops with Colleagues, 
Geography Teachers, a Phd and Master 
students. Business meeting COMB-
Turkish Geographical Society. 
Lecturing: B Gonencgil, I Bulut, T 
Denir, M Paradiso.

2.2. Topics Addressed at Meetings

New ideas and insights identified at each 
meeting and their immediate and long-term 
theoretical and practical implications 
include
1. assessment of so called Arab Spring 

and possible future implications; 
2. issues of conceptuality and 

imaginations of Mediterranean Region 
beyond Orientalism and 
Mediterraneism;

3. new directions for Mediterranean 
mobilities/migration; the 
transformations of societies and 
settlement in light of Gulf States 
transformations and neo- liberalism 
approaches; 

4. initial impacts of climate changes on 
societies
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5. Ethnic minorities, structures of 
mobility in a global reality.

The topics of crisis, cooperation, and 
regional change, changes and challenges 
are preferably examined from a critical
reflexive perspective. The theme includes a 
broad spectrum of topics and from a variety 
of perspectives: migration and 
virtual/corporeal mobilities, spatialities and 
phantasies of macro-regional structuring; 
diversity and inclusion, interfaith (included 
the Muslims one) relations and implications 
in the ‘region’; crisis and impacts at 
different scales. Unconventional views 
stemmed from par example the spatialities 
of affect and emotion and reflections on 
reconciliatory practices were considered, 
for instance those originated from the arts, 
the cyberspace interactions, activism, 
NGOs.

2.3. Future Meetings

June 2016 COMB Annual Conference in 
Antalya ‘Mediterranean Sustainability 
between climate change and human 
mobility’ (also advertised on IGU website) 
in cooperation with Turkish Geographical 
Society. COMB Conference is under high 
patronage of PAM- Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Mediterranean. 
(Chairs Maria Paradiso Barbaros 
Gonencgil; Steering Annick Douguédroit, 
Ahmet Taertek, Ihsan Cicek).

April 2016 Limassol, Cyprus 1st 
Euromediterranean Smart Blue City 
Conference and Exhibition. Smart Urban 
Development and Blue Growth 
Opportunities for Cities, Communities and 
Islands in the Mediterranean Basin 
http://www.smartbluecity.com/ (convenors 
Anastasia Stratigeia, NTUA Athens, 
Crysses Lisaded Cyprus University). 
COMB co-organiser.

August 2016 IGU Bejing Congress 
General Call for Abstracts and sessions 
series:

The Mediterranean within Global Contexts.
Bejing COMB sessions series is aimed to 
explore new concepts and practices in 
regionalization approaches and impacts to 
‘inner seas’ and disentangle some of the 
key drivers of socio-spatial change. We 
welcome papers on the Mediterranean and 
other ‘inner seas’ (e.g Baltic, Black Sea, 
Caribbean, East Asia). As Steinberg stated 
(2009) the construction of the sea as an 
‘outside’ space of mobility is a critical 
element in modern spatial politics through 
its intrinsic relations with ‘inside’ space. 50 
This COMB session will explore some of 
the official and popular movements, flows, 
implicit and not-so-implicit trends in ‘inner 
seas’. The topics of regionalization, 
cooperation and regional challenges will be 
examined from a critical reflexive 
perspective. 
The sessions are potentially attractive to a 
broad spectrum of research topics and from 
a variety of methodological perspectives:

• migration and virtual/corporeal 
mobilities,

• spatialities and phantasies of macro-
regional structuring; conflicts and 
harmony;

• diversity and inclusion, interethinic, 
interfaith (included the Muslims one) 
relations and their implications in the 
‘region’;

• crisis and impacts at different scales 
and of various nature (hegemonic, 
fiscal, climate impacts etc.); • global 
change in particular climate change 
and impacts on  societies.

• wellbeing and prosperity and, 
simultaneously, locations and 
dynamics of forced mobilities, 
environmental degradation, and 
economic-political ethnical ruptures; 
refugees camps, mobilities and 
spatialities

• Euromed Changing relationships. 
• Changing and networked geographies 

of the Gulf countries. 

Unconventional views stemming from, for 
example, the spatialities of affect and 
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emotion and reflections on reconciliatory 
practices are also invited, for instance: 
those originating in the arts, cyberspace 
interactions, activism, NGOs. Of overriding 
interest is the understanding of 
regionalisation in a global mobile world in 
which long distance corporeal and virtual 
communications may become highly 
meaningful to peoples’ everyday lives; here 
the notions of borders and closed areas are 
challenged and ‘inner seas’ become 
significantl for wellbeing and prosperity 
and, simultaneously, as locations of forced 
mobilities, environmental degradation, and 
economic-political ethnical ruptures. This 
call raises the issues of citizenship, 
problématiques of multiculturalism, 
diversity, integration, 51 affect, emotion, 
marginalization, exclusion, hegemonic 
attempts, solidarity, considered at different 
geographic scales, national, regional and 
local and in networks. It specifically raises 
the question of new regionalisms and 
concepts of regionalisation. We strongly 
welcome papers on ‘inner seas’ from 
scholars working from various disciplinary 
perspectives and within and beyond the 
Mediterranean Basin.

November 2016 Tunisia, Association of 
Tunisian Geographers First International 
Conference "Environnement Durable, 
Aménagement et Equité Territoriale" 
Hammamet (Tunisie) 3-6 November.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

A rich array of joint sessions initiated by 
COMB were developed for all IGU 
Conferences with many Commissions 
(Gender, Political, Information Society, 
Climate, Tourism, Cultural Turn, Local 
Development, Global Mobility, Urban 
Geography, Rural Sustainability. Comb
participates also in Mega Events thematic 
sessions organized by Prof. M. Wilson in 
Kyoto, Kracow and Moscow. Kindly see in 
the above section on meetings.

For IGU COMB Antalya own meeting a 
special cooperation was agreed with IGU 
Commission Coastal Management 
(Françoise Breton leading person for 
CCM).

3.2. Collaboration with other groups

We are proud of two main achievements 
and cooperation with IYGU:

COMB has been invited by PAM-
Parliamentary Assembly to join the 
Academic Platform as a Scientific 
Network. We are the only group of 
Geographers in there. PAM is the advisor 
political body for the EU gathering together 
Parliament members from all countries 
across Mediterranean shores. It gathers all 
countries across shores. PAM gave high 
patronage for COMB 2016 Annual 
Conference in Antalya.

RESEARCH GRANT: European 
Commission, 7FP Call People Marie Curie 
IRSES Research Staff Exchange 
EuroMediterranean 2013, MEDCHANGe 
Project 612639. Successfully approved, 
Granted. 48 months starting month October 
2013. Geographers lead in cooperation with 
International Law, antropologists, 
economists. Call for participation was 
circulated in COMB by Maria Paradiso, 
and with some COMB Colleagues’ 
contributions Maria prepared the draft, 
submitted to EU and drove negotiations 
with EU Research Officers.

With IYGU there is an active participation 
for outreach goals. COMB Chair Maria 
Paradiso gave an effective cooperation to 
IYGU Director Professor Werlen and Jena 
Secretariat to establish RACs in the 
Mediterranean cities and via COMB 
Colleagues : Tunis (prof. Habib Ben 
Boubaker), Athens (Prof. Stratigeia) have 
started operations, other RACs are on their 
way.
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We have stable cooperation with the 
following scientific organisations:

- ICSU Italy (M. Paradiso on National 
Board) and Morocco.

- AIC association Internationale de 
climatologie (A. Douguedroit et L. 
Henia)

- MEDCLIVAR (P. Lionello)
- Academia Europaea London 

(Interdisciplinary Academy); 
Academia Europaea ‘Mediterranean 
Hub in Barcelona (Maria Paradiso).

- Young Academia Europaea Initiative 
(for the benefit of COMB Young 
Scholars; for AE Prof. J. Peltzer 
Heidelberg)

- United Nations University on Mobility 
and Migration, Barcelona Campus (ref. 
Director Parvati Nair and COMB Char 
Maria Paradiso).

- Anna Lindh Foundation 
(Euromediterranean cultural 
Cooperation for Union for the 
Mediterranean), COMB is 
representative in AL via EUROGEO; 
COMB has partnerships with Eurogeo 
for representing on behalf of Eurogeo 
and COMB Mediterranean focus 
initiatives where laws admit only 
Europe-based organisation.

- EUGEO (Prof. Kovacs) and 
EUROGEO, the Association of 
European Geographers (Prof. Donert)

- UN Alliance of Civilisations program 
focus ‘Mediterranean’, Label for 
sponsoring a Conference entitled: 
‘Migration as mobilities, geographical 
perspectives from the Mediterranean’ 
has been submitted to the Malta 
meeting of Foreign Ministers, UN 
Alliance of Civilisations. We got the 
label which we are going to use for 
future COMB Annual Conference.

- AAG-Association of American 
Geographers (Europe and Middle East 
Specialty Group)

- Euro-Med University EMUNI being 
one of the founding members, Portoroz 
Slovenia.

- Union for the Mediterranean the EU-
Med policy initiative in particular with 
the Secretariat of Education and 
Research (Prof. Chet), Secretariat of 
Social Affairs (Hon. Cecilia Attard).

- CERES-Centre d’Etudes Sociales-
économiques de Tunis.

- ENSB Ecole Superieure de Bouzereah, 
Algeria

- National Council of Research Italy
- Israeli Academy of Sciences 

(geography representative)
- French Association of Geographers 

(ref. Professor Antoine Le Blanc)
- Catalan Research Institute, Spain 

(Professors Guerero and Garcia 
Ramon)

- Tunisian Association of Geographers 
(Professor Ben Boubaker)

- Turkish Geographical Society and 
Ankara Research Centre on History, 
Geography, Language (Professors 
Taertek, Gonecgil, Cicek)

- Morocco: Rabat Agdal University 
(Geography Department), Mohamed 
V; Marrakesh Cady Ayyad, Hassan II; 
Fès University.

- Palestinian Geographical Society and 
Journal (Prof. H. Al Rimmawi).

- EuroMediterranean Cluster on Smart 
City and Blue Growth (Prof. Stratigeia, 
Athens Polytechnic)

With Journals:

- Europa Regionale (Leipzig University)
- Insularis Geographia (Palma Mallorca 

University)
- Miscellanea Geographica (WArsaw 

Dept of Geography)
- La Mediterrannée (Marseille-Aix)
- Documenti Geografici (Italy)
- Euromediterranean International 

Journal (Portoroz)
- Espace Politique (France, Editor 

Sthephane Rozière)
- Turkish Geography Review
- Palestinian Geographical Society 

Journal (COMB members recently 
joined the international board)
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3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC 
(International Social Science  
Council) and with ICSU (the 
International Council for Science) 
programs

Maria Paradiso presented a paper in ISSC 
Montreal 2013 within the IGU panel 
‘Geographic and Social Dimension of 
Digital Age’ and collaborated with Mark 
Wilson and Aharon Kellerman for 
proposing the panel.

She is member of ICSU Italy Committee 
since October 2014 and in contact with 
IGU President and General Secretary for 
opportune networking in favour of 
geography visibility and incidence from 
national basis.

COMB gave an initial contribution to IGU 
President regarding Durban ISSC 2015 
sessions organization in cooperation with 
Professor Etienne Noel.

4. Publications

4.1. Books and Edited Books

Bar-tal, D. Schnell, I. 2012 The Impact of 
Lasting Occupation, the Israeli Case, 
Oxford University Press: Oxford.

Bar-Tal D. Schnell, I. 2013. The Impact of 
the Occupation on Israeli Society, Political 
Science Association Publisher: Jerusalem, 
(Hebrew).

P.Giaccaria, M. Paradiso (Eds) 
Mediterranean Lexicon, Italian 
Geographical Society and National IGU 
Committee Series, Rome, 2012. Presented 
during IGU Cologne 2012.

Celata F., Coletti R. (eds), (2015) 
Neighbourhood Policy and the construction 
of the European external borders, Springer.

Terkenli S. T. and Douguedroit, A. (Eds.) 
2015 Connections, mobilities, urban 
prospects and environmental threats: the 

Mediterranean in transition, Cambridge 
Press: Cambridge.

Rosenberg, A., Schnell, I. 2014 Mega 
Projects, As a Reflection of Change in 
Israeli Society, Israeli Academic Press.

Schnell, I. Hopp, M. 2012 Jews' attitudes 
toward the occupation, Walter LIbach 
Center, Tel Aviv University: Tel Aviv.

Schnell, I., Biger, G., Rosenberg, A. 2013 
Land, Democracy and Majority-Minority 
relations, Walter Libach Institute for 
education for Jewish-Arab coexistence, Tel 
Aviv University: Tel Aviv.

Stratigea, A. (2015), Theory and Methods 
of Participatory Planning, Greek Academic 
Electronic Publishing, Athens, ISBN 978-
960-603-241-7 (e-book) (in Greek).

Lázaro y Torres, M.L. de (Eds). 2015. 
Aprender Geografía con la Web 2.0 a 
través de la evolución de los paisajes 
agrarios de España. Proyecto de innovación 
y mejora de la calidad docente (PIMCD 
98/2014). Editorial Universidad 
Complutense de Madrid. 156 págs.

Schnell, I., Rosenberger, A., Ronen, G. 
2014 Urban parks as sustainable places, 
Pardes: Haifa. Stadnicki R. (dir.), 2015, 
Villes arabes, cites rebelles, Paris Éditions 
du Cygne.

4.2. Journals Special issues

"Espaces et passeurs du changemen” 
Dossier    Moyen Orient, EchoGéo. 
(ed.  R.   Stadnicki)

http://echogeo.revues.org/13484

Future Internet, NeoGeography and 
WikiPlanning 2014 (editors: Borruso, 
Murgante, Paradiso).
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5. Continuation

We wish to continue our work, with same 
denomination Commission Mediterranean 
Basin, acronym COMB.

5.1. Commission Mission

The statement of the mission of the 
Commission/Task Force is proposed as 
COMB Charter:
COMB-Commission on Mediterranean 
Basin emerged from The Mediterranean 
Renaissance Program (MRP), initiated in 
2005 by IGU Past President Adalberto 
Vallega, as a Special Program. It aims at 
the promotion and fostering of geographical 
research on the Mediterranean Region. It 
aims further at the development of a 
Mediterranean regional network of 
geographers.

COMB organises each year sessions for the 
IGU conferences, and from time to time it 
has its own meetings.

COMB contributes to international projects 
devoted to Mediterranean issues, and inner 
seas thus fostering the role of geographers 
on subjects such as cultural dialogue, 
mobility, climatic change and society, 
security and safety, pollution, green cities, 
spatial justice, information society, urban 
and rural environment and systems 
(livelihoods, food security, water, 
transports, energy, environment, risk, 
desertification, climate change fires and 
vegetation, conservation), urban and 
regional planning, governance, coastal 
management, tourism and leisure areas, 
tangible and intangible heritage, geoparks, 
small and medium enterprises and local 
development, conflict resolution and more.

COMB is member of PAM Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Mediterranean Academic 
Platform. EMUNI (European Mediter-
ranean University), centred in Portoroz, 
Slovenia. It is linked to Academia Europaea 
Mediterranean Knowledge Hub in 
Barcelona.

COMB is committed to interact with 
related organisations such as the UfthM 
(Union for the Mediterranean) and related 
bodies, research centres and foundations 
devoted to Mediterranean studies and 
cultural dialogue and exchange, directorates 
of the EC (European Commission), and the 
UN Alliance of Civilizations.

5.2. Steering Committee

COMB Chair is Prof. Maria Paradiso 
(Italy), and its steering committee 
members, as well as the commission 
members, come from most of the 
Mediterranean countries but also from other
world regions. Scholars from non-
Mediterranean countries interested in the 
topic are welcome to join (please write to 
Maria Paradiso: paradiso@unisannio.it).
Our proposed steering committee members 
includes de facto also Young Scholars and 
serves in full communication and 
cooperation with previous Steering 
members now serving in the Honorary 
COMB Board.

Maria Paradiso, Chair
University of Sannio
Benevento, Italy  
(paradiso@unisannio.it)
Vice Chair and Executive Secretary to be 
discussed in Bejing business meeting

Mohamed Alouat
ENSB, Algeria 
(Young Scholar Committee) 
alouat777@yahoo.fr

Fathy Abo Ayana
University of Alexandria, Egypt
(aboyana@yahoo.com)

Habib Ben Boubaker
University of Manouba, Tunisia 
(hboubaker@yahoo.fr)

Lluis Frago
University Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain 
(llfrago@ub.edu)
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Anton Gosar
University of Koper / Capodistria, Slovenia 
(anton.gosar@guest.arnes.s)

Naji Khedi
Université Libanaise, Lebanon 
(Young Scholars Committee) 
naji.kehdy@hotmail.com

Antoine Le Blanc
Université Littoral, France 
(Antoine.Le-Blanc@univ-littoral.fr)

Jelena Lukovic
University of Belgrade, Serbia 
(jlukovic@gef.bg.ac.rs) 
(Young Scholar Committee)

Izhak Schnell
University of Tel Aviv, Israel 
(schnell@post.tau.ac.il)

Mehmet Semoncu
University of Ankara, Turkey 
(Mehmet.Somuncu@ankara.edu.tr)

Anastasia Stratigea
National Polytechnic of Athens, Greece 
(stratige@central.ntua.gr)

Barney Warf
University of Kansas, United States 
(bwarf@ku.edu)

Honorary Board

Antoine Bailly
University of Geneva 
(antoine.bailly@unige.ch)

Anne Buttimer
University of Dublin
(anne.buttimer@ucd.ie)

Annick Douguédroit
University of Marseille-Aix en Provence  
(Annick.Douguedroit@univ- provence.fr)

Aharon Kellerman
University of Haifa, Israel
(akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il)

Maria Sala
University of Barcelona, Spain 
sala@trivium.gh.ub.es

5.3. Future work plan

COMB 2016 Annual Conference 1-5 June 
‘Mediterranean sustainability between 
climate change and human mobility’ 
Antalya Turkey in cooperation with 
Turkish Geographical Society, Department 
of Geography Ankara University; Dept of 
Geography Istanbul University under the 
High Patronage of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the   Mediterranean – PAM 
(Malta, La Valletta an EU stemmed body 
gathering all Parliamentary House 
Representatives across Mediterranean 
shores).

1st Euro-Mediterranean Conference and 
Exhibition 2016, aiming to elaborate on 
issues related to the “Smart Urban 
Development and Blue Growth 
opportunities for cities, communities and 
islands in the Mediterranean basin”, 
Limassol, Cyprus, April 14-16, 2016. The 
Conference is co-organized by: the 
National Technical University, School of
Rural and Surveying Engineering, Dept. of 
Geography and Regional Planning, Greece; 
the KIOS Research Center for Intelligent 
Systems and Networks, University of 
Cyprus; and the Smart Cities Mediterranean 
Cluster (SMART-MED) - CNE Business 
Development Ltd, Cyprus.

2016 First International Conference of 
Tunisian association of Geographers.

IGU Bejing C12.30 Mediterranean Basin 
General Call: 1 The Mediterranean within 
Global Contexts (Maria Paradiso 
paradiso@unisannio.it) 
http://www.igc2016.org/dct/page/70060

2017 December, Italy, Rome or Naples 
MEDCHANGe EuroMediterranean 
Changing Relationships, International 
Conference in cooperation FP7 277
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MEDCHANGe and COMB, Project 
Closing Conference

IGU Thematic Conferences. COMB is 
interested to propose sessions in the
proposed Baku, Azerbaijan, thematic 
conference on ‘Energy and Sustainable 
Development’.

Interest is in the meeting in La Paz, Bolivia 
also planned for 2017 (proposed I. 
Schnell, COMB Steering)

IGU 2018 Quebec: COMB will propose 
sessions.

A SPECIAL interest is in IGU Istanbul 
2020 Congress since a Mediterranean 
country will hold the Congress. We are 
interested in active cooperation with 
Istanbul LOC in selecting topic, keynotes 
with a special relevance for the Region in a 
Global scenario.

Cooperation with IGU RACs in Tunisia,
Greece.
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C12.31 Modelling Geographical Systems

Background

This Commission on Modeling 
Geographical Systems has acted as a focus 
for those members of the international 
community who share an interest in using 
mathematical and statistical models in 
geographical systems analysis, 
geographical systems theory, geographical 
systems dynamics, geographical decision 
(or decision support) systems, GIS and 
remote sensing. This synthesis will aid and 
enhance research on mathematical 
modeling, statistical methods and other 
technological advances. In addition, the 
specific systems orientation of the 
Commission will enable a new emphasis to 
be placed on more applied outputs that have 
relevance to geographers engaged in 
evaluating a variety of policy arenas. To 
date, geographical systems analyses have 
contributed significantly to the 
understanding of, for example, the space 
economy, transportation and urban 
planning, global environmental change, 
spatial epidemiology and health care 
delivery. The Commission, therefore, will 
emphasize the following general areas of 
concern:
- geographical systems analysis;
- geographical systems theory;
- geographical decision support systems 

and decision theory;
- geographical systems dynamics;
- the interface between GIS, remote 

sensing and spatial modeling;
- applications of systems models to 

policy making and evaluation;
- geographical knowledge discovery and 

data mining

The promotion and publication of these 
ideas will be facilitated by our strong links 
with the editorial boards of the international 
journals such as: Annuals of Association of 
American Geographers, Environment and 

Planning A-C, Journal of Geographical 
Systems, International Journal of GIS, 
Papers in Regional Science, Geographical 
and Environmental Modeling, Canadian 
Geographer, and Sistemi Urbani, Geo-
graphical Analysis, and Geoinformatica.

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair: Professor Yee Leung
Departmentt of Geography and Resource 
Management
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Shatin, HONG KONG
Email: yeeleung@cuhk.edu.hk

Vice Chair: Professor Stewart 
Fotheringham
School of Geographical Sciences and 
Urban Planning
Arizona State University
Email: Stewart.Fotheringham@asu.edu

Secretary and Editor: Dr. Pavlos 
Kanaroglou 
School of Geography and Earth Sciences
McMaster University
Hamilton, Ontario, CANADA 
Email: pavlos@mcmaster.ca

Dr Ali Bennasr
Department of Geography
University of Sfax, TUNISIA 
Email: ali.bennasr@flshs.rnu.tn

Professor Graham Clarke 
School of Geography
University of Leeds
West Yorkshire, UK
Email: g.p.clarke@leeds.ac.uk
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Professor Danny Czamanski
Technion – Israel Institute of Technology 
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning
Haifa, Israel 
Email: danny@czamanski.com

Professor Manfred M Fischer
Institute for Economic Geography and 
GIScience
Vienna University of Economics and 
Business 
Vienna, Austria 
Email: Manfred.Fischer@wu.ac.at

Dr. Boris I. Gartsman
Laboratory for Hydrology and Climatology
Pacific Institute of Geography 
Vladivostok, Russia 
E-mail: gartsman@inbox.ru

Professor Daniel A. Griffith
School of Economic, Political and Policy 
Sciences
University of Texas at Dallas, USA
Email: dagriffith@utdallas.edu

Professor Beniamino Murgante
Laboratory of Urban and Territorial 
Systems University of Basilicata
Potenza, Italy
Email: beniamino.murgante@unibas.it

Professor Yukio Sadahiro 
Department of Urban Engineering
Tokyo, JAPAN 
Email:sada@ua.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Dr Therese Steenberghen 
Spatial Applications Division 
K.U.Leuven R & D
Leuven, BELGIUM
Email: 
therese.steenberghen@sadl.kuleuven.ac.be

Professor Jinfeng Wang
Institute of Geography
Chinese Academy of Sciences
Beijing, PR CHINA
Email: wangjf@igsnrr.ac.cn
 

 
1.2. Corresponding Members

Number of commission members by country as of December 2015:

Australia 7 Finland 1 Italy 8 South Africa 3
Austria 5 France 4 Japan 7 Spain 1
Belgium 4 Germany 8 New Zealand 4 Sweden 7
Canada 34 Greece 1 Nigeria 1 Switzerland 3
China 2 Hong Kong 7 Norway 1 Tunisia 1
Denmark 1 Ireland 2 Poland 1 The Netherlands 13
UK 52 Isreal 3 Russia 4 United States 73

Total 258
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2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings during 2012-2015

2015

ERSA 55th Congress World 
Renaissance: Changing roles for people 
and places, Lisbon, Portugal August 25-
28, 2015.

IGU-CMGS organized a special session on 
“Novel methodologies in spatial statistics 
and econometrics” in the European 
Regional Science Association Conference 
held on Aug. 25-28, 2015, Lisbon, 
Portugal. We attracted over 40 participants 
from different disciplines.

International Geographical Union (IGU) 
Regional Conference in Moscow, 17-22
August 2015
Our Commission organized three sessions 
in the IGU Moscow conference, August 17-
21, 2015. 

Session1: Modeling Regional Growth and 
Technological Development.
The emphasis of this session was placed on 
the interrelationships between regional 
growth and technological development. 
Particular attention was given to the change 
of communication technology and other 
technologies and its impact on the 
economic structure, spatial production 
processes and regional growth. Theoretical 
and empirical studies were considered.

Session 2. Big Data Analytics and Spatial 
Decision Making.
The aim of this session was on spatio-
temporal big data and their analysis. 
Modeling and analysis of big data, mining 
of big data of various spatial and temporal 
scales, uncertainty analysis of big data are 
topics of interest.

Session 3. Modeling fluvial and 
hydrological processes

This session concentrated on the modeling 
of the dynamics of our fluvial and 
hydrological systems that exert significant 
impacts on our sustainable growth. Fluvial 
and hydrological processes and climate 
change in space and time was subject of 
discussion in this session.
The sessions were attended by over 80 
participants.

ICSDM 2015, 2nd IEEE International 
Conference on Spatial Data Mining and 
Geographical Knowledge Services, July 
8-10, Fuzhou, 2015, China.

The conference was chaired by our IGU-
CMGS Chair and hosted by the Spatial 
Information Research Center of Fujian at 
Fuzhou University, P.R. China, and co-
organized with:
- Commission on Modeling 

Geographical Systems, International 
Geographical Union

- Commission on Geographical 
Information Science, International 
Geographical Union

- Commission on Quantitative 
Geography, the Chinese Geographical 
Society

- Commission on Cartography and 
Geographical Information System, the 
Chinese Geographical Society

- State Key Laboratory of Resources and 
Environmental Information System, 
CAS

- Key laboratory of Spatial Data Mining 
& Information Sharing, Ministry of 
Education of China

- College of Mathematics and Computer 
Science, Fuzhou University, P.R.China

- College of Environment and 
Resources, Fuzhou University, P.R. 
China

With a huge volume of spatial data coming 
from an increasing number of geographical 
sensors and satellites being made available 
on the web, spatial data mining (SDM) and 
knowledge discovery (KD) services on 
demand are becoming important issues in 
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earth observation systems research ranging 
from data acquisition to in-depth analysis 
and applications. SDM&KD in geo-
referenced data is expected to be an 
effective and efficient way to address “data 
rich but knowledge poor” problems in 
spatial analysis and geo-information 
science. Making use of Web services or 
Grid/Cloud services to enable users 
worldwide to access distributed databases, 
to perform data mining, and to obtain 
unraveled spatial knowledge, mining 
algorithms and analysis tools are thus 
instrumental to effective and efficient 
decision making.  The purpose of the 
conference was to develop an 
interdisciplinary collaboration on research 
in such field. The conference featured a 
number of keynote speeches and attracted
over 200 participants.
2014

Joint International Conference on 
Geospatial Theory, Processing, 
Modelling and Applications, October 6-
8, Toronto 2014.
The Joint Conference was co-organized by 
IGU-CMGS, IGU-GIS and ISPRS was an 
effort to bring together professionals, 
researchers, scientists and   students   from   
the international community of geospatial 
information sciences and geomatics 
engineering to discuss on advances in 
geospatial information science, technology 
and practice. The conference featured 
keynote speeches and was attended by 
about 200 participants.

International Geographical Union 
Regional Conference August 18-22 2014, 
Kraków, Poland 2014.

The theme of our sessions was on the 
recent advances in geographical modeling 
and applications. About 50 participants 
took part in the sessions.

2013

Applied GIS and Spatial Modelling 
Conference 2013, Leeds, UK, 29 May – 2
June 2013.
The conference was co-organized with the 
IGU Commissions on Applied Geography, 
Dynamics of Economic Spaces, GIScience 
and University of Leeds. The emphasis of 
the conference was placed on various 
applications in relation to the solutions of 
practical problems. It was attended by 
about 150 participants. Interdisciplinary 
interaction was promoted in the conference.

IGU Regional Conference 4-9 August, 
2013 in Kyoto, Japan.

Five sessions were organized during this 
IGU regional conference, with topics 
ranging from modeling geographical 
systems, advances and applications in 
geographical analysis and modeling, spatial
cognition and analysis, to concepts and 
analysis of volunteer GIS. Theoretical and 
empirical results on the modeling of 
various geographical processes were 
presented in these sessions. In particular, 
analysis of spatial processes with voluntary 
geographical information was a topic that 
attracted attention of the participants. They 
were attended by about 70 participants. A 
steering committee meeting was also held 
to chart future course of action to promote 
the mission of the Commission.

2012

Accuracy 2012, July 10-13, 2012 
Florianópolis, SC – Brazil

IGU-CMGS co-organized “ACCURACY 
2012” – The Tenth International 
Symposium on Spatial Accuracy 
Assessment in Natural Resources and 
Environmental Sciences with the 
International Spatial Accuracy Research 
Association (ISARA) in Florianópolis-SC, 
Brazil during July 10-13, 2012. This 
Accuracy Symposium brought together 
experts from environmental sciences, 
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natural resources, spatial statistics, and 
geographic information science to develop 
theory and methods for assessing and 
understanding spatial uncertainty. The 
symposium has met every two years since 
1994 in a variety of international locations 
(USA, Canada, The Netherlands, Australia, 
Portugal, China, and United Kingdom) and 
has attracted between 80 and 300 
participants. The 2012 Symposia attracted 
over 200 participants and the programs 
included combinations of keynote speakers, 
invited paper sessions, contributed paper 
sessions, posters, and workshops. Symposia 
topics covered aggregation and 
generalization in spatial uncertainty 
assessment, design- and model-based 
approaches to spatial accuracy assessment, 
error sensitive GIS, incorporating 
uncertainty in spatial decision making, 
uncertainty in remotely sensed data and 
images model validation with imperfect 
ground truth data. Accepted papers were 
published in the Proceedings of the 
conference. This was the first time IGU-
CMGS co-organized conference with 
ISARA, and will set the path for closer 
collaboration in the future.

32nd International Geographical 
Congress, August 26-30, 2012 Cologne, 
Germany

The 32nd International Geographical 
Congress was held in Cologne, August 26-
30, 2012. IGU-CMGS organized four 
sessions on spatial statistics and 
applications, geocomputations and 
applications, modeling human and physical
processes, and spatial data mining in this 
congress. A multitude of novel applications 
and theoretical approaches were presented 
in these sessions. “Spatial statistics and 
applications” session focused on the recent 
advances in the theory and applications of 
spatial statistics. The purpose was to 
stimulate discussions on the development 
and use of spatial statistics in solving 
geographical problems. “Geocomputations 
and applications” session placed emphasis 
on recent developments in geocomputation 

methods other than statistics. It contained 
four presentations with the view to 
encourage discussion on the formulation of 
novel geocomputation methods for solving 
geographical problems in general and 
GIS/remote sensing problems in particular. 
“Modeling human and physical processes” 
dealt with the modeling of human activities 
and physical processes in space and time. 
The purpose was to show how models 
could be built to analyze spatial and 
temporal processes in human and physical 
systems, with the purpose to solve practical 
problems in a systematical manner. “Spatial 
data mining and knowledge discovery” 
session had four presentations centering on 
the theme of discovering patterns and 
processes from spatial and temporal data. 
Algorithmic developments and practical 
applications were discussed. The 
fundamental issues in this area of research 
were explored in the exchange of ideas. 
The sessions attracted over 60 participants.

2.2. Future Meetings

17th International Symposium on Spatial 
Data Handling, Aug.18-20, 2016, Beijing, 
China International Geographical 
Conference, August 21-25, 2016, Beijing P. 
R. China

3. Networking

The Commission continued to be active in 
organizing and co-organizing conferences 
during 2012-2016.  In addition to our 
existing collaborating organizations
/associations, we have further established 
new linkages with major associations, such 
as the European Regional Science 
Association, International Spatial Accuracy 
Research Association (ISARA), and the 
International Environmetrics Society, by 
co- organizing conferences with them. We 
also held a steering committee at the Kyoto 
conference to make future plans for the 
advancement of the mission of the 
Commission. It was in general a fruitful 
year for the Commission.
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4. Publications

The Commission is strongly committed to 
the encouragement of scholarly publication 
derived from the work of its members and 
their contributions to symposia. Theoretical 
and empirical research will be published as 
special issues in journals and edited 
volumes in books.

F. Harvey and Y. Leung (eds.) Advances in 
Spatial Data Handling and Analysis. 
Heidelberg: Springer, 2015. (Selected 
papers from the IGU Spatial Data Handling 
Symposium jointly organized by IGU-
CMGS, IGU-CGIS and ISPRS)

Yeh, A.G.O.; Shi, W.; Leung, Y.; Zhou, C. 
(eds.). Advances in Spatial Data Handling 
and GIS. Springer, 2012. (Selected papers 
from the IGU Spatial Data Handling 
Symposium jointly organized by IGU-
CMGS, IGU-CGIS and ISPRS)

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The Commission on Modeling 
Geographical Systems acts as a focus for 
those members of the international 
community who share an interest in using 
mathematical, statistical and algorithmic 
models in geographical systems analysis, 
geographical systems theory, geographical 
systems dynamics, geographical decision 
(or decision support) systems, particularly 
with big data. We aim to advance the 
research frontier in geographical analysis 
with mathematical modeling, statistical 
methods and other technological advances. 
In addition, the specific systems orientation 
of the Commission will enable a new 
emphasis to be placed on more applied 
outputs that have relevance to geographers 
engaged in evaluating a variety of policy 
arenas, including the space economy, smart 
cities, transportation, urban planning, 
global environmental change and 
sustainability, spatial epidemiology and 
health care delivery.

5.2. Steering Committee

Professor Stewart Fotheringham
School of Geographical Sciences and 
Urban Planning
Arizona State University
Email: Stewart.Fotheringham@asu.edu

Dr. Pavlos Kanaroglou
School of Geography and Earth Sciences
McMaster University
Hamilton, Ontario, CANADA 
Email: pavlos@mcmaster.ca

Dr Ali Bennasr
Department of Geography
University of Sfax, TUNISIA 
Email: ali.bennasr@flshs.rnu.tn

Professor Graham Clarke 
School of Geography
University of Leeds
West Yorkshire, UK
Email: g.p.clarke@leeds.ac.uk

Professor Danny Czamanski
Technion – Israel Institute of Technology 
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning
Haifa, Israel 
Email: danny@czamanski.com

Professor Manfred M Fischer
Institute for Economic Geography and 
GIScience
Vienna University of Economics and 
Business 
Vienna, Austria 
Email: Manfred.Fischer@wu.ac.at

Dr. Boris I. Gartsman
Laboratory for Hydrology and Climatology
Pacific Institute of Geography 
Vladivostok, Russia 
E-mail: gartsman@inbox.ru

Professor Daniel A. Griffith
School of Economic, Political and Policy 
Sciences
University of Texas at Dallas, USA 
Email: dagriffith@utdallas.edu
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Professor Beniamino Murgante
Laboratory of Urban and Territorial 
Systems University of Basilicata
Potenza, Italy
Email: beniamino.murgante@unibas.it

Professor Yukio Sadahiro 
Department of Urban Engineering
Tokyo, JAPAN 
Email:sada@ua.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Dr Therese Steenberghen 
Spatial Applications Division 
K.U.Leuven R & D
Leuven, BELGIUM
therese.steenberghen@sadl.kuleuven.ac.be

Professor Jinfeng Wang
Institute of Geography
Chinese Academy of Sciences 

Beijing, PR CHINA
Email: wangjf@igsnrr.ac.cn

5.3. Future work plan

Our Commission will continue our past 
effort in organizing/co-organizing two or 
more conferences per year on important 
and current issues in basic and applied 
research in geographical modeling. We will 
continue to collaborate with current 
professional associations and further extend 
our network of collaboration in running 
activities that advance our mission. We will 
stay active in publishing results derived 
from such activities. Particular attention 
will be paid to the issue of big data in the 
modeling of geographical systems.

C12.33 Political Geography

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Virginie Mamadouh (Co-chair) 
Department of Human Geography, 
Planning and International Development 
University of Amsterdam
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
V.D.Mamadouh@uva.nl

Takashi Yamazaki (Co-chair) 
Department of Geography 
Osaka City University 
Osaka, Japan 
yamataka@lit.osaka-cu.ac.jp

Simon Dalby
CIGI Chair in the Political Economy of 
Climate Change
Balsillie School of International Affairs/ 
Wilfrid Laurier University
Waterloo, ON, Canada 
sdalby@gmail.com

Adriana Dorfman
Departamento de Geografia
Instituto de Geociências
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul 
Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil 
adriana.dorfman@ufrgs.br

Alexander Murphy 
Department of Geography 
University of Oregon
Eugene, OR, USA
abmurphy@uoregon.edu

Paul Reuber
Institute of Geography
University of Munster 
Munster, Germany 
p.reuber@uni-muenster.de

Stéphane Rosière
Department of Geography
University of Reims 
REIMS, France
stephane.rosiere@univ-reims.fr
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James Sidaway
Dept. of Geography
National University of Singapore 
Kent Ridge, Singapore 
geojds@nus.edu.sg

Jan Wendt
Department of Regional Development 
Geography
University of Gdańsk 
Gdańsk, Poland 
jan.wendt@ug.edu.pl

Alexandru Ilies 
Department of Geography 
University of Oradea
Oradea, Romania 
ilies@uoradea.ro
Oren Yftachel
Department of Geography and 
Environmental Development
Ben Gurion University of the Negev
Beer Sheva, Israel 
yiftach@exchange.bgu.ac.il

Elena dell’Agnese
(Honorary member and current Vice 
President of the IGU) 
Department of Sociology and Social 
Research
University of Milano-Bicocca
Milan, Italy 
elena.dellagnese@unimib.it

The Commission encourages the active 
participation of young researchers. For this 
reason, a board of young researchers and 
student members has been established. 
Their names and affiliations are as follows:

Ira Bliatka
PhD Student 
Aberystwyth University irb2@aber.ac.uk

Edward Boyle
Centre for Asia-Pacific Future Studies 
Kyushu University
Japan 
tedkboyle@gmail.com

Anna Casaglia (Webmaster)
Karelian Institute
University of Eastern Finland
Joensuu, Finland
anna.casaglia@uef.fi

Xavier Ferrer-Gallardo 
Departament de Geografia 
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona 
Bellaterra (Barcelona) 
xavier.ferrer.gallardo@uab.cat

Corey Johnson
Department of Geography
University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
corey_johnson@uncg.edu

Sara Koopman
Department of Geography 
York University
Toronto, Canada 
Sara.koopman@gmail.com

Sang-Hyun Chi
Kyung Hee University
Seoul, Korea 
hyungeo@gmail.com

Iris Dzudzek
Department of Human Geography 
Goethe-Universität 
Frankfurt, Germany 
dzudzek@em.uni-frankfurt.de

Jussi Laine
Karelian Institute
University of Eastern Finland
Joensuu, Finland
jussi.laine@uef.fi 

Fiona McConnell
School of Geography and the Environment 
University of Oxford
Oxford, UK
fiona.mcconnell@ouce.ox.ac.uk

Inocent Moyo
Geography Department
University of South Africa 
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South Africa
minnoxa@yahoo.com

Ben Schrager
Honolulu, Hawaii
schrager@hawaii.edu

Victoria Ayelen Sosa
National Institute of Anthropology and 
Latin American Thought
Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 
(Argentina) 
Victoria.ayelen.sosa@gmail.com

Woon Chih Yuan
Department of Geography
National University of Singapore
Kent Ridge, Singapore 
geowcy@nus.edu.sg

Carolin Schurr
Transcultural Studies
School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
University of St. Gallen
St. Gallen, Switzerland 
carolin.schurr@unisg.ch

1.2. Corresponding Members

Number of commission members by country as of February 2016:

Italy 39 Hungary 4 Spain 2 Nepal 1
UK 31 Norway 3 Sweden 2 Nigeria 1
India 29 The Netherlands 3 Tunisia 2 Qatar 1
Poland 26 Argentina 2 Algeria 1 Russia 1
USA 24 Bangladesh 2 Austria 1 Sierra Leone 1
Canada 12 Belgium 2 Botswana 1 Singapore 1
Finland 10 Czech Republic 2 Cambodia 1 South Africa 1
France 7 Denmark 2 Estonia 1 Turkey 1
Pakistan 6 Egypt 2 Greece 1 UAE 1
Switzerland 6 Georgia 2 Iceland 1 Ukraline 1
Israel 5 Germany 2 Ireland 1 Uruguay 1
Japan 5 Romania 2 Jordan 1 Vietnam 1
Brazil 4 Slovakia 2 Lithuania 1 Zimbabwe 1

Malaysia 1 Unknown 56
 
 
1.3. Commission website

http://www.igu-cpg.unimib.it/
Webmaster: Anna Casaglia, 
anna.casaglia@uef.fi

The Commission has got also a mailing list;
In order to subscribe to the new CPG 
mailing list, it is necessary to send an 
empty email to IGU-CPG-join@list.uva.nl
Moderator: Virginie Mamadouh 
v.d.mamadouh@uva.nl

The Commission has also established a 
Facebook group. IGU CPG Commission on 
Political Geography 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4560545
97763023/

To become a member, it is necessary to join 
Facebook and to send a request to the group 
administrator Elena dell’Agnese 
elena.dellagnese@unimib.it
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2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2012-2015
“Borderscapes III”, Trieste, Italy, 28-30
June 2012, 120 participants, and post-
conference fieldtrip to Sarajevo, 30 
participants

From the 27th and the 30th of June 2012, 
the third edition of the International 
seminar Borderscapes was held in Trieste, 
under the scientific direction of Elena 
dell’Agnese and Sergio Zilli. The seminar, 
organized as one of the activities of the 
Commission was attended by 6 more than 
one hundred scholars, mainly political 
geographers but also people with a 
multidisciplinary background and a shared 
interest in border landscapes. Indeed, this 
perspective has been the focal point of the 
different sessions of the seminar, 
articulated both around the general idea of 
borders as a relevant factor in local 
territorial transformations, and of borders 
as an object of popular culture and artistic 
representations. While the first edition of 
the Seminar, held in Trento 2006, had as a 
special interest in the myth of the “natural 
boundaries”, and the second one, held in 
Trapani 2009, had maritime boundaries as 
its main centre of attention, the third edition 
of Borderscapes, given the place of the 
venue, had a special focus on divided cities. 
For this reason, an intra- conference 
excursion to the cities of Gorizia and Nova 
Gorica was organised. Given the attention 
reserved to the general concept of 
landscape, a large amount of the discussion 
in Borderscapes 3 was specially focused on 
visual aspects and analysis. For this reason, 
jointly with the conference, ì a cartographic 
exhibition was organised, open not only to 
the conference participants but also to the 
citizens of Trieste (organizers: Orietta 
Selva, Dragan Umek and Sergio Zilli). A 
five days post conference excursion from 
Trieste (Italy) to Ljubljana (Slovenia) –
Zagreb (Croatia) – Plitvice Lakes – Bihač
(Bosnia and Herzegovina) – Jajce –
Travnik – Sarajevo – Mostar – Biograd 
(Croatia) – Trieste (Italy), organised by 

Anton Gosar and Elena dell’Agnese, and 
led by Mladen Klemenčić and Tanja 
Sekulić, helped a group of more than 30 
participants to taste, on field, the 
“borderscape” experience.

IGU Pre-Conference: Spatialising The 
(Geo)Political: Political Geography  And 
Critical Geopolitics, Frankfurt Am 
Main, Germany, 24-25 August 2012, 40 
participants

The conference Spatialising the 
(Geo)Political: Political Geography and 
Critical Geopolitics Preconference 2012, 
held in Frankfurt am Main on 24/25 August 
2012, was jointly organized by the 
Department of Human Geography of 
Goethe- University Frankfurt, the 
Arbeitskreis Politische Geographie and the 
Commission on Political Geography of the 
International Geographical Union (IGU) 
and sought to bring together scholars of 
political geography and critical geopolitics 
prior to the International Geographical 
Congress (IGC) in Cologne. It was 
organised in two parallel strands; the first 
of which addressed processes of integration 
and disintegration of the nation state in 
light of a changing territorial order of the 
world political map and included a plenary 
lecture by Alexander B Murphy entitled 
“Trapped in the Logic of the Modern State 
System? European Integration in the Wake 
of the Financial Crisis”_ (see Murphy, 
forthcoming in Geopolitics). The second 
strand answered to a more open call for 
papers from critical geopolitics four years 
after the Critical Geopolitics 2008 
conference at Durham University, focusing 
on relations between the geopolitical and 
seemingly mundane practices. 
Contributions addressed how the 
geopolitical is enacted in local settings and 
how specific personal, social and 
institutional arrangements shape the 
geopolitical and included a plenary lecture 
by Joanne Sharp on “Geopolitics at the 
margins? Reconsidering genealogies of 
critical geopolitics”.
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IGC 2012, Cologne, Germany, August 
2012, seven sessions, 80-100 participants

The IGU Commission on Political 
Geography had a highly successful 
scientific exchange at the IGC in Cologne. 
It organized 7 sessions, which were very 
well attended. The papers presented lead to 
lively and vibrant discussions over a wide 
range of topics and research fields of 
Political Geography representing both 
ongoing theoretical debates as well as 
empirical case studies.

Session   1   on   “Environmental   
Geopolitics   and   Climate   Change”
(Chair:     Jürgen Oßenbrügge, Hamburg). 
The presented papers discussed a range of 
topics  like  the imaginative geographies of 
climate wars (Benedikt Korf, Zurich), 
geoengineering as techno- political 
assemblage (Thilo Wiertz, Heidelberg) and 
the role of environmental dystopias in the 
field of popular geopolitics (Elena 
dell'Agnese, Milano).

Session 2 on “Conflicts over natural 
resources” (Chair: Paul Reuber, Muenster) 
addressed several issues with different 
theoretical approaches ranging from 
political ecology to conceptions of social 
movement agency. Case studies were 
presented on the political geography of 
water conflicts in India (Michael 
Brinkschröder, Muenster), on a comparison 
of China’s south- north water diversion and 
Spain’s Ebro water transfer (Teresa 
Sprague, Dortmund), on Tamil fisheries 
cooperatives societies and their struggle for
inclusion in northern Sri Lanka (Joeri 
Scholtens, Amsterdam) and on conflicts 
around biofuels in Brazil (Elisa Freitas, São 
Paulo).

Session 3 focused on “Conceptual 
approaches and theoretical debates within 
Political Geography” (Chair: Annika 
Mattissek, Heidelberg). Following ongoing 
debates one of the presentations 
emphasized the relationship of 
representations and practices using the 

broader framework of systems theory 
(Frank Meyer, Leipzig). A second strand of 
theoretical discussions in the papers was
centered around debates on “post-politics” 
and their implications for political 
geographical research. Two case studies 
were presented: the first one dealing with 
new forms of disagreement in urban 
development conflicts (Iris Dzudzek, 
Frankfurt) the second analyzing spatial 
practices in Milan autonomist movements 
(Shinya Kitagawa , Osaka)

Session 4 on “The (Geo-)Politics of 
Identity” (Chair: Anton Gosar, Primorska) 
brought together case studies from very 
different geographic scales. The issues in 
the papers ranged from symbolic and iconic 
representations in the construction of 
national identity in Turkmenistan (Hendrik 
Meurs, Heidelberg) and multiconfessional 
identities in Albania (Peter Jordan, 
Austria), both on the level of nation- states, 
to more specific issues like the mapping of 
neoliberal Bavarian regional identities 
(Gregor Glötzl and Holger Lehmeier, 
Bamberg) and the critical geopolitics of 
global management gurus (Sami Moisio, 
Oulu).

Session 5 addressed the ongoing and 
politically explosive conflicts and 
revolutions in the Near and Middle East
(Chair: Vladimir Kolosov, Moscow). 
Besides a broader regional overview on 
geostrategic aspects of the current conflicts 
in the Middle East (Philippe Boulanger, 
Cergy- Pontoise) the papers discussed the 
Gaza - West Bank disconnect and its 
impact on Israeli- Palestinian conflict 
resolution (Aharon Klieman, Tel-Aviv) and 
specific political and social implications of 
the fences and walls between Israeli and 
Palestinian territories (Nurit Kliot, Haifa).

Session 6 focused on the “political 
geographies of the European Union”
(Chair: Georg Glasze, Erlangen). Two 
papers addressed topics concerning EU-
politics. Tobias Chilla (Luxembourg) 
introduced a new tool of European 
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Governance, the “European Grouping of 
Territorial Cooperation” initiative. Merje 
Kuus (British Columbia) outlined the 
transnational political geographies of 
knowledge in the EU capital of Brussels. 
Two further papers concentrated on border 
issues, one of them reporting on the 
securitization of borders (Amaël 
Cattaruzza, Saint-Cyr), another focusing on 
the specific conditions of transborder 
openness of companies in divided cities at 
the Polish-German and Polish-Czech 
border (Sylwia Dołzbłasz, Wrocław).
Session 7 was dedicated to a set of case 
studies in Political Geography which used 
quantitative methods for their approaches 
and field work (Chair: Anton Gosar, 
Primorska). Vladimir Kolosov (Moscow) 
presented critical and functional approaches 
in geopolitics using the example of 
geopolitical visions of the world. A case 
study from the Puszta region showed how 
gerrymandering can be a strategic tool of 
power politics (Zoltán Kovács, Szeged). 
For the Czech Republic, Tomáš Kostelecký 
(Czech Academy of Sciences) presented an 
analysis of the historical roots of 
contemporary voting patterns in the Czech 
Republic. From the perspective of 
international relations Andrii Fedchuk 
(Kiev) outlined lessons learned from the 
Antarctic Treaty System against the 
background of a semi- centennial Antarctic 
governance.

The 13th International ‘Lodz’ 
Conference on Political Geography, on 
The Eastern Dimension of the European 
Union, 12-14 September 2012

The 13th International ‘Lodz’ Conference 
on Political Geography on The Eastern 
Dimension of the European Union was held 
in Chelm (Poland) and Lutsk (Ukraine) at 
September 12–14. 2012. The organizers 
were: Department of Political Geography 
and Regional Studies University of Lodz, 
Silesian Institute in Opole, Polish 
Geographical Society Branch of Lodz, The 
State School of Higher Education in Chełm 
and Lesya Ukrainka Volyn National 

University in Lutsk (Ukraine). The 
conference was held under patronage of 
International Geographical Union 
Commission of Political Geography. 51 
participants from Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
France, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, 
Romania, Slovenia, Ukraine and USA, 
presented 25 papers in 6 sessions.

The substantive aim of the conference was 
a discussion over the issue concerning the 
eastern dimension of the United Europe. 
Most of all the following problems were 
raised: Eastern politics of the European 
Union, Historical dimension of the East-
West relations in Europe, Relation between 
EU member-countries and East European 
Region Economical conditions of the East-
West relations in Europe, European 
integration processes from the Ukrainian 
perspective, national and religious 
diversification and EU-EE relations.

“BRIT XII – Border Regions In
Transition: Borderland Voices – Shaping 
A New World Order”, Fukuoka, Japan -
Pusan, Korea, 13–16 November 2012, 
300 participants

For the first time the Border Regions in 
Transition (BRIT) meeting took place in 
the Far East. In Fukuoka, Japan and Pusan, 
Korea 48 countries have been represented 
by close to 300 scholars. Both conference 
venues would not be hosting such a number 
of outstanding professionals if border issues 
in the Western Pacific would not have 
become centre stage news of the world 
media. The conference opening discussion 
was introduced by Tony Payan (University 
of Texas, El Paso) who acted as moderator 
to a group of experts from the Queens 
University Belfast (Liam O’Dowd), the 
French Institute for Higher National 
Defense Studies, France (Michel Foucher), 
University of Eastern Finland (James W. 
Scott), Institute of Geography of the 
Russian Academy of Science (Vladimir 
Kolossov), University of Texas, El Paso 
(Kathleen Staudt) and Kyushu University 
(Yuzu Yabuno). The afternoon was devoted 
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to parallel sessions on several to border 
issues related topics and to a special event 
for the Fukuoka citizens introducing the 
formation of the Fukuoka-Busan supra-
regional economic zone. Sessions 
continued to be arranged on the second day 
of the conference in Fukuoka. Parallel 
sessions continued to be organized at the 
Dongseo University venue in Pusan as the 
focus there shifted to large extend to the 
issues of the divided Korean peninsula: 13 
sessions took place and 41 papers have 
been presented.
AAG Annual meeting, “Author meets 
critics” sponsored session, Los Angeles, 
US, 9-23 April 2013, 40 participants

In April 2013 seven thousands of 
geographers from around the world 
convened as each year in Spring for the 
Annual Conference of the Association of 
American Geographers (AAG). Many of 
the hundreds f sessions were sponsored by 
the AAG Political Geography Specialty 
Group (PGSG) and political geographers 
from all over the world also attended the 
pre-conference organized at UCLA by the 
PGSG on April 8. The IGU Commission on 
Political Geography sponsored a well-
attended Authors-meet-critics session 
together with PGSG (Session 4628). The 
book under debate was the political 
geography textbook Making Political 
Geography (2012 Lanham: Rowman & 
Littlefield). The two authors John Agnew 
and Luca Muscarà responded to comments 
by Elena dell'Agnese, Takashi Yamazaki, 
Colin Flint, Natalie Koch and Virginie 
Mamadouh. The members of the board and 
the young members of the IGU-CPG 
present in Los Angeles also hold an 
informal meeting, off the AAG Annual 
meeting.

Commission on Political Geography 
Sponsored Seminar, The Border Crossing 
Seminar, Second Edition, Milan, Italy, 
10-15 June 2013, 20 participants

The Border Crossing Seminar is a joint 
program between the University of Milano-

Bicocca (Italy) and the University of Notre 
Dame (USA), sponsored by the U.S. - Italy 
Fulbright Commission, and by the IGU 
Commission on Political Geography and 
supported by: University of Cork (Ireland), 
University Justus Liebig University 
Giessen (Germany), University of Łódź 
(Poland), University of Rzeszów (Poland), 
Vassar College (USA), Fondazione per la 
Citttadinanza Attiva (Rome), Bruno Kessler 
Foundation (Trento). The co-organizers are 
Marina Calloni (social and political 
philosophy, University of Milano-Bicocca) 
and Eileen Hunt Botting (political theory, 
University of Notre Dame).

The theme of the June 2013 seminar, 
second meeting of “The Border Crossing 
Seminar”, was "From the Polis to the City: 
Perspectives on Global Justice.” "The 
seminar examined the evolution of the city 
within European and non-European 
political theory and practice, from the polis 
of the ancient Greeks, to the cosmopolis of 
contemporary theories of global justice, to 
the present diversity of the city of Milan. 
The school featured lectures by expert 
faculty from the University of Notre Dame, 
the University of Milano-Bicocca, and 
other universities from around the globe, in 
fields such as political theory, political 
philosophy, anthropology, sociology, 
political science, and geography.
“Mapping Conceptual Change in 

Thinking European Borders”, Bergamo, 
Italy, 3-5 July 2013, 134 participants

The first joint Border Studies conference of 
the EU-FP7 projects EUBORDERSCAPES 
and EUBORDERREGIONS on “Mapping 
Conceptual Change in Thinking European 
Borders”, organized in Bergamo, Italy, in 
early July 2013 did not only present on-
going research activities within these two 
large-scale international projects to the 
wider public, but engaged also a numerous 
scholars external to the projects in dialogue 
and in this way contributing to the 
development of conceptual, methodological 
and empirical research on borders and 
border crossings. Organized by the 
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University of Eastern Finland, in close 
cooperation with Ce.R.Co. – Centro di 
Ricerca sulla Complessità at the University 
of Bergamo, the conference aimed to make 
a constructive contribution to debate within 
border studies by encouraging  a processual 
reading of borders as well as showcasing 
border research as an interdisciplinary field 
with its own academic standing. The 
conference employed also the concept of 
borderscapes as a way of approaching 
bordering processes in specific 
geographical and social contexts, both in 
borderlands but also wherever a specific 
border has impacts, is represented, 
negotiated or displaced.

Whether it was the topic at hand, or the 
exceptionally beautiful location in 
Bergamo, the organizers were faced with a 
flood of paper proposals, the number, 
which eventually had to be limited due to 
the size of the conference venue. In 
addition to the actual conference, an 
internal project workshop as well as an 
open summer school was organized. The
conference was kicked off with a get-
together event that took place at GAMeC –
Galleria d’Arte Moderna e Contemporanea, 
where participants got to enjoy a travelling
exhibition “The Memory of the Sea. 
Objects Migrating within the 
Mediterranean”. This was then followed by 
a screening of “Mare Chiuso/Closed Sea” 
(2012), a touching film by Stefano Liberti 
& Andrea Segre.

The next day, following the opening words 
by Stefano Paleari, the Rector of the 
University of Bergamo and the conference 
organizers, the floor was given to Elena 
dell'Agnese, who delivered the eye-opening 
first keynote on “New Geo-graphies of 
Border Landscapes”. As the second 
keynote, Henk van Houtum, pushed the 
borders of cartography even further in his 
ever so enthusiastic trajectory ”Towards a 
C/artography of Borderscapes”. These 
though provoking lectures paved the road 
for 22 parallel sessions focusing, inter alia, 
on:

- Post-soviet borders and conceptual 
change

- Borders, intersectionality and the 
everyday

- Borders and critical geopolitics of 
neighbourhood

- The state of the debate in border 
studies: theories and methods

- Europeanisation: European integration 
and conceptual change

- Post-colonial bordering and Euro-
African borderscapes

- Border-crossing and cultural 
production

- Cross-border cooperation and 
regionalisation processes

- Rebordering state spaces: cities, 
borders and integration processes

- Policies and practices of cross-border 
cooperation

- Post-conflict borders and the 
emergence of new borderscapes

In all, the presented papers clearly 
showcased that concept of the border has 
indeed undergone significant changes 
during the last decades. After the somewhat 
premature attempt to “think away” political 
borders in the early 1990s, contemporary 
approaches solemnly acknowledge the 
continued relevance of borders for politics 
and everyday life. The conference 
uncovered important connections between 
borders as a “challenge” to national (and 
EU) policies and borders as potential 
elements of political innovation through 
conceptual (re-)framings of social, political, 
economic and cultural spaces. As a number 
of papers indicated, this requires a nuanced 
and critical re-reading and understanding of  
borders as resources in terms of the 
exercise of power, the management of 
conflict, cross- border cooperation, and the 
everyday negotiation of borders by 
“ordinary” citizens and non- citizens. The 
presented papers will be developed into an 
edited volume as well as a journal special 
issue in order to disseminate the findings 
more broadly. A number of working papers 
will also be uploaded in the project’ 
webpages.
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2013 IGU Regional Conference, Kyoto, 
Japan, 4-9 August, 2013, 12 sessions, 60 
participants

The IGU Kyoto Regional Conference 
(KRC) was held in the Kyoto International 
Conference Center, Kyoto, Japan from 
August 4th to 9th, 2013. Although 
categorized as ‘regional,’ it attracted more 
than 1,400 participants from about 70 
countries. CPG, as usual, was one of the 
Commissions that organized a large number 
of paper sessions in KRC (twelve sessions 
and one business meeting):

- New frontiers in border studies (1) 
(Chair: Anton Gosar)

- New frontiers in border studies (2) 
(Chair: Virginie Mamadouh)

- Political rhetoric, media representation 
and popular culture in the making of 
state power (Chair: Anton Gosar)

- Migrations, ethnic minorities and the 
spatial reconceptualization of 
citizenship (1) (Chair: Shinya 
Kitagawa)

- Migrations, ethnic minorities and the 
spatial reconceptualization of 
citizenship (2) (Chair: Elena 
dell’Agnese)

- Localizing social movements and 
environmental questions in a 
globalizing world (1) (Chair: Elena 
dell’Agnese)

- Localizing social movements and 
environmental questions in a 
globalizing world (2) (Chair: Yuichi 
Kagawa)

- Militarization and de-militarization 
from a comparative perspective (1): 
Security and subject (Chair: Takashi 
Yamazaki)

- Militarization and de-militarization 
from a comparative perspective  (2):  
Okinawa and its re-/de-militarization 
(Chair: Colin Flint)

- Contemporary political geography and 
geopolitics in Asia (1): Dynamics in 
East Asia (Chair: Takashi Yamazaki)

- Contemporary political geography and 
geopolitics in Asia (2): International 
tensions and cooperations (Chair: 
Sang-Hyun Chi)

- Re-theorizing territory, sovereignty, 
and space (Chair: Akihiko Takagi)

The Political Geography sessions involved 
scholars from all over the globe including 
Japan, Poland, the Netherlands, India, 
Hungary, South Korea, Italy, Finland, 
Russia, South Africa, the Ukraine, Great 
Britain, Switzerland, China-Taipei, and the 
United States. Most interesting were the 
collaborations and counter-perspectives on 
the topics of borders and borderlands. 
Particularly pleasing was the continuation 
of political geography’s ability to 
seamlessly accommodate graduate students 
and established scholars in the same 
sessions.

Commission post conference fieldtrip to 
Okinawa, Japan, 12-13 August 2013, 21 
participants

The theme of the trip was “Militarization 
and demilitarization of Okinawa as a 
geostrategic “keystone” under the Japan-
U.S. alliance” and co-organized by the 
Political Geography Research Group of the 
Human Geographical Society of Japan and 
the Okinawa Geographical Society. The 
planning of the trip was supported by the 
General Affairs Department of Okinawa 
City Government and other local officials. 
Part of the trip expense was covered by the 
research grant from the Osaka City 
University Research Center for Human 
Rights. The trip began with visits to the 
controversial US Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma and the huge US Kadena Air Base 
and stayed for two nights in the typical 
‘base town’ of Koza. The trip ended with a 
visit to US Marine Corps Camp Hansen in 
which a military helicopter crashed just a 
week before the trip began. By listening to 
both Okinawan and American voices at 
each site, the participants were able to 
comprehend the complexity, profoundness, 
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and prospects of issues on the militarized 
island.

“Geopolitics Towards the Future”, 
Rome, Italy, 2-4 September 2013, 80
participants

The Conference was organized by prof. 
Paola Pagnini, Dean at the University 
Niccolò Cusano, and Anton Gosar, former 
Chair of our Commission. It lasted three 
full days. It was mainly focused on the new 
scenarios and new problems of the 
incoming future, investigated with a 
geopolitical, geo-economical and mainly 
interdisciplinary approach. Geopolitical 
scenarios, both dynamic and complex, in 
Europe, Africa, Asia and America, have 
been the topics of the many sessions and 
round tables. A special session, focused on 
“Global Integration and Networks”, was 
devoted to the Adriatic Forum 2013. The 
Forum included a discussion about the 
future perspectives of the Port of Trieste. In 
the final day, a concluding round table 
“Geopolitics Towards the Future” was 
chaired by Lucio Caracciolo, Director of 
Limes, the most prominent Italian journal 
of geopolitics. The conference was 
enriched by the presence of scholars, PhD 
students and many exponents of the 
diplomatic and political world, whose 
different perspectives enriched the 
discussion in a very stimulating way.

“IV EUGEO”, 4-7 September 2013,
Rome, 400 participants; one IGU 
Commission on Political Geography co-
sponsored session, about 20 participants
The conference, co-sponsored by all the 
four Italian geograohical associations and 
also by IGU, was opened by a lecture from 
Vladimir Kolossov, IGU President, on 
“Sovereignty, ‘Stateness’ and Contested 
Borders in the Contemporary Geopolitical 
Context”. Many sessions on political 
gegraphy themes were offered. The session 
officially co-sponsored by the Commission 
on Political Geography, “New geo-graphies 
of exile. Displacements, re-placements and 
literary reconstructions of belonging”, was 

organized by Elena dell’Agnese and by 
Michael Shapiro.

Association of American Geographers 
(AAG) Political Geography Specialty 
Group Preconference, Tampa, USA, 7 
April 2014

The Political Geography Specialty Group 
of the AAG held its 2014 preconference at 
the University of South Florida on Monday 
April 7. It was hosted by Jayajit 
Chakrabarty, Pratyusha Bosu and the 
School of Geosciences at USF. There were 
approximately 60 people at the pre-
conference, which included 32 papers and a 
plenary panel on Florida politics featuring 
Jason Dittmer, Fred Shelley, Susan 
McManus, and Martin Bosman. The next 
PGSG preconference will be held at the 
Lincoln Park Campus of Depaul University 
in Chicago on Monday 20 April, 2015. 
Kara Dempsey will act as local coordinator. 
A call for papers will be circulated. (Reece 
Jones)

Colloque International « Métropoles et 
Régions, Entre Concurrences Et 
Complémentarités, Regards Croisés 
France / Italie, Paris, France, 9-11 Avril 
2014

Organisé par l’Ecole française de Rome, en 
partenariat avec l’UMR Géographie-cités 
(Universités Paris-Diderot et Paris 1, 
CNRS) et le Lab’urba (Université Paris-
Est), et avec la collaboration des 
Universités de Rome, de Turin et de 
Naples, ce colloque a réuni à la fois des 
enseignants-chercheurs et chercheurs en 
géographie, aménagement du territoire, 
histoire, sciences politiques et sociales, et 
des responsables politiques et des 
techniciens de l’aménagement 
métropolitain et régional.

Dans un contexte marqué par la 
multiplication des débats et des réformes 
portant sur les mailles métropolitaines en 
Europe, ce colloque international a essayé 
de contribuer à la réflexion contemporaine 
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sur les rapports entre les échelles régionale 
et métropolitaine.
La question des concurrences et des 
complémentarités entre régions et 
métropoles se pose avec une importance 
nouvelle depuis environ deux décennies 
dans un double contexte : celui de la 
mondialisation qui, en Europe comme 
ailleurs, accentue les concurrences entre 
territoires « gagnants » et « perdants » ; et 
celui de la décentralisation, qui contribue à 
redéfinir les formes de gouvernance dans 
un processus toujours évolutif.

Les trois premières sessions étaient 
intitulées : “ Métropoles et régions : une 
histoire déjà longue”; “ Constructions et 
représentations des territoires régionaux et 
métropolitains”  et “ Métropoles et régions 
dans la course à la métropolisation ”. Deux 
sessions ont été consacrées au sujet-clé de 
la gouvernance et l'aménagement ont été 
consacrés deux sessions. Toujours dans la 
dimension de la comparaison entre l’Italie 
et la France, deux sessions se  sont 
déroulées sur les politiques sectorielles et 
sur les interstices métropolitains. Des 
représentants des collectivités locales des 
deux pays ont participé à la table ronde 
animée par les organisateurs. (Fabio 
Amato)

Association for Borderland Studies 
(ABS) 1st World Conference, Joensuu, 
Finland / St. Petersburg, Russia, 9-13
June 2014

The first Association of Borderland Studies 
World Conference was held this year on 
June 9-13 in Joensuu, Finland and St. 
Petersburg, Russia, seeking to provide a 
forum for a global gathering of border 
scholars. While the Association was 
initially formed in 1976 by scholars 
focused upon the United States-Mexico 
borderlands, it was decided in 2012 to 
reflect the growing internationalization of 
the Association’s membership by hosting a 
World Conference every four years, in 
addition to the Annual Meetings held in a 
western US city. Rather than merely 

duplicate that meeting in a different 
hemisphere, however, the goal is to provide 
a gathering not tied to one specific location, 
which can bring together various scholarly 
networks and the wider border studies 
community. The 400-plus participants from 
50-odd countries were testament to the 
success of the organizer’s vision.

Hosting duties were shared between 
Joensuu and St. Petersburg, with a fleet of 
six busses shuttling participants between 
the two venues on Wednesday, June 11. 
The same globalization that has driven the 
expansion of the geographical spread of the 
organization’s members and concerns was 
also visible in this decision to cross the 
border during the conference. The still-
ongoing tug-of-war occurring in Ukraine 
between EU and Russian interests 
potentially affects the situation of 
academics crossing the border between 
them, and indeed one Ukrainian colleague 
was ultimately refused entry to Russia. The 
tension, of course, serves to underline the 
significance of what the ABS World 
Conference sought to achieve, bringing 
home to everyone the importance of further 
work on the borders that exist between us 
and how they are functioning today, in a 
world criss-crossed by markers and means 
of inclusion and exclusion.

The Conference succeeded in both 
appealing to the Association’s past while 
looking towards a more expansive future in 
its plenary sessions, the speakers of which 
provided a marvelous cross-section of the 
potential of this gathering for the future. 
Along with speeches from two 
distinguished border scholars from Russia 
and Finland (Alexander Filippov and Anssi 
Paasi), there was a talk provided by Oscar 
Martinez, producer of ground-breaking 
work on the US-Mexico borderlands and 
founder member of ABS. If Oscar 
succeeded in demonstrating the 
Association’s connections with its own 
past, Anne-Laure Amilhat Szary and Paul 
Nugent both pointed towards its future in 
exciting new ways. Paul’s talk, as well as 
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the cooperation and participation of the 
African Borderlands Research Network 
(ABORNE), allowing for African border 
experiences to be better represented than is 
frequently the case at these events. As with 
the increasing tension between the EU and 
Russia’s borders, though, the denial of 
visas to the majority of ABORNE’s African 
members once again showed the continuing 
centrality and inequality in the border 
functions in our connected world. This 
inequitable order supported by our current 
borders is ripe for being challenged in the 
manner Anne-Laure’s exciting work at the 
intersection between art, advocacy and 
academia provides.

The excellence of the sessions on offer 
during the four days of the conference were 
matched by the more social sides of the 
occasion, with generous entertainment 
provided on each evening and during the 
bus ride to St. Petersburg. This generosity 
extended to the provision of a Student 
Paper Award, the three winners of which 
were announced at a reception hosted by 
Joensuu’s Mayor in the city’s Art Gallery. 
From speaking to many of the participant’s, 
it was clear that the original concept behind 
the Conference was being successfully 
realized, and the bar has been set very high 
for the next edition of ABS World when, 
like the World Cup, it rolls around in four 
years’ time. (Edward Boyle)

Political Geography of the Environment 
conference in Eugene, Oregon, 9-21 June 
2014, 30 participants

On June 19-21, 2014, the Department of 
Geography at the University of Oregon 
hosted a meeting of the IGU Commission 
on Political Geography in Eugene, Oregon. 
The conference theme was the Political 
Geography and the Environment. The 
conference consisted of two days of 
sessions followed by a day-long field trip to 
the Oregon coast. Commission Steering 
Committee member Professor Alexander 
Murphy hosted the conference—ably 
assisted by University of Oregon doctoral 

student Anna Moore. Most of the 
participants came from the United States 
and Canada, but two young scholars came 
from Mexico, and former Commission 
chair Anton Gosar won the informal award 
for coming the farthest: from Slovenia.

Simon Dalby kicked off the first day of the 
conference with a wide-ranging, 
provocative plenary address. Playing off of 
Neil Smith’s effort to link nature, capital, 
and the production of space, Dalby 
sketched out a variety of ways in which 
political geographers can and should 
engage environmental themes. His address 
was followed by sessions focused on trans-
boundary water issues, the power-politics-
environment relationship, and the 
environmental dimensions of consumption.
Shannon O’Lear gave the opening plenary 
address on the second day of the meeting, 
discussing the environment-geopolitics link 
and the need to examine the assumptions 
behind the ways in which issues of scarcity, 
security, and resilience are framed. Papers 
during the day focused on questions of 
environmental governance, the disconnect 
between development initiatives in 
particular places and local environmental 
conditions, and the relationship between 
political geography and political ecology.

The formal part of the meeting ended with 
an interesting discussion highlighting the 
need for more engagement by political
geographers with environmental matters 
and communicating the nature and 
importance of the types of issues raised at 
the conference to a broader audience. On 
the last day of the gathering, many of the 
participants who came from farther afield 
took a day-long field trip to the Oregon 
coast led by Alec Murphy. The group 
explored the extraordinary physical 
environment along the coast and learned 
about the planning and legislative 
initiatives that have succeeded in keeping 
much of the Oregon coast within the public 
domain. (Alexander Murphy)
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The International Conference on 
Geopolitics in Changing Southeast Asia: 
Boundaries and Borderlands, Kunming/
Xishuangbanna, China, 20-24 July 2014,
200 participants.

The Chinese province of Yunnan hosted the 
first international conference on geopolitics 
and borderlands in China on 20-24 July 
2014 in two locations: Kunming and 
Xishuangbanna. The conference was 
organized by Yunnan Normal University, 
the Institute of Geographic Sciences and 
Natural Resources Research and Beijing
Normal University, and co-organized by 
the School of Tourism and Geographic 
Science of Yunnan Normal University and 
Xishuangbanna Vocational and Technical 
Institute.

A key player in the organization was Stan 
Brunn, who has been a visiting professor at 
Yunnan Normal University for the past 
year, teaching political geography. The 
conference brought together keynote 
speakers from North America, Europe, 
Southwest Asia and South Asia (Victor 
Konrad from Ottawa, Virginie Mamadouh 
from Amsterdam, David Newman from 
Beer Sheva, and James Sidaway from 
Singapore) and many scholars and PhD 
students from all over China, and from 
abroad, with participants from India, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Japan, Russia, the 
USA, Australia, Finland, Italy and the UK.
The Conference took place in Kunming the 
capital city of Yunnan, in southwest China 
then moved to Xishuangbanna, the 
prefecture at the southern border, where 
workshops took place in Jing Hong the 
main city and a fieldtrip took the 
participants to the Forest Park near Mengla 
and the border crossing with Laos in 
Mohan. Yunnan, once a periphery of China, 
where Yunnan Normal University was 
created in 1938 by academics fleeing China 
under Japanese occupation is now a 
booming city stimulated by the central state 
policies to stimulate development in the 
west and to strengthen crossborder ties with 
southeastern neighbours.  The  construction  

boom  can  be  witnessed  by  dozens  and  
dozens  of  high rise towers, new highways 
and cloverleaves (among which the 
highway to Bangkok), the new international 
airport near Kunming (the 4th largest one in 
China), the huge brand new suburban 
campus of Yunnan Normal University, and 
similar developments in Jung Hong. The 
region is particularly rich in terms of 
agriculture with endless greeneries, but 
even more famous for its tea, tobacco, aloe 
vera, and rubber plantation and a tropical 
destination for Chinese tourists.

After a series of complementary 
introductions to border studies by the 
keynote speakers, the many contributions 
presented in workshops at Yunnan Normal 
University in Kunming or at 
Xishuangbanna Vocational and Technical 
Institute in Jing Hong, addressed various 
aspects of China’s foreign relations as well 
as cultural economic and political themes 
related to borderlands in China and to
international relations in the region. 
Yunnan is known in China both for its 
rather harmonious arrangements with its 
ethnic minorities, and as a spearhead of the 
good neighbourhood policy of China.  
(Virginie Mamadouh)

The 14th International ‘Lodz’ Political 
Geography Conference / Pre-conference 
of the IGU Commission on Political 
Geography (CPG), Lopuszna, Poland, 
15-17 August, 2014, 65 participants

The 14th International ‘Lodz’ Conference 
on Political Geography and International 
Geographical Union Commission on 
Political Geography Workshop –
Geographical-political aspects of the 
transborder conservation of natural and 
cultural heritage was held in Lopuszna 
(Poland) between 15th and 17th August 
2014.

The organizers were: Department of 
Political Geography and Regional Studies 
University of Lodz (Prof. Marek 
Sobczyński), Silesian Institute in Opole 
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(Prof. Krystian Heffner) and Commission 
on Political and Historical Geography 
Polish Geographical Society. The 
conference was held under patronage of 
International Geographical Union 
Commission of Political Geography. The 
last session of the conference was 
organised jointly with IGU Commission on 
Tourism, Leisure and Global Change (Prof. 
Marek Więckowski).
65 participants from Austria, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Latvia, New Zealand, Norway, 
Poland, Slovenia, South Africa, Sweden, 
UK and USA, have 32 papers in 6 sessions.
The substantive aim of the conference was 
a discussion on the transborder 
conservation of natural and cultural 
heritage all around the world. Most of all 
the following problems were considered:
- Integration vs peripherality – changes 

in border regions,
- Contemporary changes in border 

regions – new challenges for political 
geography,

- Geopolitics of borders and borderlands 
in globalised World,

- Transborder conservation of natural 
and cultural heritage between the EU 
member and not-member countries,

- Contemporary practice in the field of 
the conservation of natural and cultural 
heritage all over the World,

- The role of Euroregions in the 
transborder heritage conservation.

During the conference two study tours were 
held: all-day long to the Slovak part of the 
historical region of Spis and half-day long 
tour to the Polish part of this region.
The national minorities on the borderlands 
were indicated as the necessary topic for 
the future conferences in this cycle. The 
proposal of the organizers to hold the next 
15th International ‘Lodz’ Political 
Geography Conference in September 2016
at Kliczków Castle in Lower Silesia 
(Poland) and Bautzen (Upper Lusatia in 
Germany) on Borderlands of nations and 

nations of borderlands was accepted. 
(Marek Sobczynski)

IGU Regional Conference, Krakow, 
Poland, 18-24 August 2014, seventeen 
sessions (ranging from 10 to 100 
participant), 1400 participants for the whole 
conference

The 2014 Regional Conference organized 
in Krakow by the International 
Geographical Union was an enormous 
success. It brought 1372 geographers to 
Krakow and to the Jagiellonian University 
established in 1364 by King Casimir the 
Great (at the time Krakow was the capital 
of the Polish Kingdom). About 100 young 
researchers took part in the conference. The 
participants came to Krakow from 60 
countries, including 416 persons from 
Poland. Polish geographers seized the 
opportunity to present the many geography 
departments and journals to a large and 
diverse group of participants. The main 
venue was the Campus of the 600th 
anniversary of the Jagiellonian University 
Revival.

The Commission on Political Geography 
(CPG) sponsored and cosponsored a large 
number of sessions so that there were 
parallel sessions all the time.

A highlight was the Thursday with a special 
lecture sponsored by the academic journal 
Political Geography featuring the Political 
Geography IGU 2014 lecture: Camps by 
Claudio Minca, (Wageningen University, 
The Netherlands), and interventions: 
Vladimir Kolossov, Institute of Geography, 
Russian Academy of Sciences President of 
the IGU, and former chair of the 
Commission on Political Geography and 
Irit Katz, Cambridge University, UK). This 
section attracted the attention of 
geographers’ way beyond the Commission, 
and was followed by a regular panel about 
The Political Geographies of Camps 
organized by Irit Katz and James D. 
Sidaway.
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Other sessions included:
- Political Geographies of Society and 

Nature, organized by Paul Reuber
- Transforming Political Geographies in 

the 21st century: Case Studies on 
Local, National and Global Scale, 
organized by Paul Reuber

- Contemporary Conflicts and New/Old 
Forms of Belligerence, organized by 
Elena dell’Agnese

- Here There Everywhere: Social 
Movements Spatializing Dissent, 
organized by Valeria Pecorelli

On Wednesday there were three sessions on 
the Political Geographies of Multi-
lingualism convened by Virginie 
Mamadouh, grouping papers in three 
topical clusters
1) Demographies and ethnicities, 
2) Boundary making,
3) Politics and Policies.

On Thursday afternoon and Friday morning 
there were four sessions on European 
Integration (organized and chaired by 
Virginie Mamadouh, Anna Casaglia, Jussi 
Laine) that included themes such as 
“Territoriality and ENP” and “Processes of 
Europeanization.”

The Commission collaborated with several 
other commissions for other sessions:
- With the Commission on the History of 

Geography for a session entitled What 
(Political) Geography Ought to Be? 
Theoretical Approaches to and 
Historical Perspectives on Geography 
and Geopolitics as Instruments of 
Peace, organized by Elena dell’Agnese 
and Toshiyuki Shimazu

- With the Commission on Gender and 
Geography for a session on Gender, 
Human Rights and Citizenship, 
organized by Inocent Moyo and 
Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg

- And with the Commission on the 
Geography of Tourism, Leisure, and 
Global  Change for two sessions: one 
on Tourism and Political Borders, 
organized by  Marek Więckowski and 

Elena dell’Agnese and one on Dark 
Tourism, Heritage and War, organized 
by Carolin Funck, Tim Coles, and 
Elena dell’Agnese.

Next to the many panel sessions, the 
conference organizers offered a series of 
plenary lectures on Changes, Challenges, 
respectively Responsibility every early 
afternoon, an exhibition on the History of 
Geographical Thought in Poland at the 
Museum of the Jagiellonian University, 
several social events at the Auditorium 
Maximum, in Kazimierz, and at the 
Wieliczka Salt Mine and numerous 
academic excursions after the conference 
and short trips to Krakow Old Town and to 
Nowa Huta District. Details about the 
programme and abstracts can be found at
http://www.igu2014.org/ 

Dark Tourism Workshop: Post-WW1 
Destinations of Human Tragedies and 
Opportunities for Tourism Development, 
Portoroz-Portorose/Koper-Capodistria, 
Slovenia, 2-4 October, 2014, 60 
participants.

This workshop was organized by the 
Faculty of Tourism Studies TURISTICA, 
of the University of Primorska Universita 
dell' Litorale, Koper-Capodistria. The 
workshop took place in Portoroz-Portorose 
and in Koper-Capodistria, Slovenia. There 
was a fieldtrip to the Isonzo Battlefields of 
the Great War and to the War Museum at 
Kobarid (Caporetto): Koper – Komen -
Gorizia – Tolmin – Kobarid – Nova 
Gorica- Koper.
There were 16 papers with contributors 
from seven EU countries: the United 
Kingdom, The Netherlands, Poland, Italy, 
Austria, Croatia and Slovenia, including 
two former chairs of the Commission on 
Political Geography: Anton Gosar and 
Elena dell'Agnese. In addition there were 
about sixty participants, students, teachers 
and interested individuals from the 
University of Primorska / Universita dell' 
Litorale, Koper-Capodistria.
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The main conclusions of the workshop 
were:
- Dark Tourism is 'alive and well' and 

constantly develops new and enriches 
old travel destinations;

- The dark tourism research is relatively 
recent (1990’s) and lacks international 
discussion

- The naming of this tourism experience
is from the marketing point of view 
criticized and needs to be changed. At 
the international workshop the 
following terms have been named: 
Memory Tourism, Peace Tourism, 
Tanatourism, Historical Tourism, 
Tourism of Reconciliation;

- The experience of dark tourism has 
increasingly moved towards 
“Disneyfications”, as it increases the 
number of “live shows” and re-
enactments – much to the 
disappointment of historians and 
academicians; we all have a great 
responsibility in managing dark sites in 
a way that maintains the utmost respect 
for the people who were the victims of 
these vents. This extends to public 
sector agencies, the private sector and 
also to academics researching the 
phenomenon of dark tourism. This is a 
moral responsibility and we owe to the 
victims to ensure that dark sites are 
never over-commercialized.

- Local residents and municipalities 
embrace dark tourism presented in any 
way; they appreciate the increase of 
working places, the increase of visitors 
and commodities related to culinary 
and other tourism related services;

- Tourists visiting dark tourism 
destinations increasingly appreciate not 
only the educational part of the 
experience (museums, memorial sites, 
etc.) but in particular the tourism 
amenity complexity offered - which 
would include own, active 
participation in hiking around places of 
previous conflicts, disasters and places 
of macabre experiences (for example: 
overnight in trenches);

- At present, in particular in the Italian-
Slovenian borderland dark tourism
tourist destinations lack tourist 
infrastructure, especially 
accommodation amenities; tourists also 
complain that some dark tourism sites 
are constantly closed and the interest to 
visit has to be announced well in 
advance at appropriate associations 
and/or municipalities;

- The experience of dark tourism at dark 
tourism sites, if explained in adequate 
way - as  history  is  understood  in  the  
21st  century  -  could  help  in  
understanding  the complexity of the 
ethnic, national and world history; the 
one-sided interpretation, often inspired 
by the past and/or present politics of a 
nation-state, has to be omitted;

- The WW1 tourism sites are in 
particular trendy not only due to the 
centennial (and this will last for 
another 5 years), but also because the 
war and disasters of that period are at a 
“safe historical distance” and on which 
historians have already made a 
consensual interpretation, and dark 
tourism can offer “neutral” 
perspectives, focusing on the tragedies 
of everyday people – military and 
others;

- The WW1 tourism destinations in the 
Slovenian-Italian borderland is in 
particular popular, since for the first 
time in two centuries the geopolitical 
situation is oriented towards re-
conciliation and in a consensual 
interpretation of history; the Walk of 
Peace (from the Alps to the Adriatic) is 
a good example of bipartisan co-
operation in the dark tourism 
destination development; cross-border 
co-operation still needs to be improved 
and markets outside the immediate 
neighborhood explored;

- In particular the Karst and the Upper 
Soča/Isonzo area (Tolmin, Kobarid, 
Bovec) is

- because of the increase of visits – in 
desperate need of hotel 
accommodations, whereas the 



- 301 -
299

 

restaurant amenities are already 
adequate;

The publication of the proceedings of the 
workshop is planned for early 2015.

First Brazilian Congress of Political 
Geography, Geopolitics and Territorial 
Management: Rationalities and Practices 
at Multiple Scales, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, 7-10 October 2014,  260 
participants.

In the history of political geography, it was 
probably the first time that a country 
organized a national congress devoted to 
this field of geography. In May 2013 at 
Manaus, a group of researchers decided to 
create REBRAGEO, namely the Brazilian 
Network of Political Geography, 
Geopolitics and Territorial Management. 
This network implemented this Congress 
which was held from 7 to 10 October 2014 
at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio 
de Janeiro within its Gavea Campus located 
at the bottom of Corcovado. With the 
presence of 257 registered participants, the 
First Brazilian Congress of Political 
Geography offered a wide range of 
scientific activities. The meeting opened 
with the speech of Claudio Antonio Egler 
Brazil through the Eyes of Bertha Becker 
which was a tribute to the memory of 
Bertha Koiffman Becker (1930-2013), the 
international reference of the Brazilian 
political geography and a former IGU Vice-
President (1996-2000). The opening 
conference was made by Lia Osorio 
Machado, under the title Empire and the 
Decolonial Epistemological Turn.

During the first two mornings, twenty-four 
posters were proposed to the attention of 
the participants in one of the outdoor mall 
of the welcome institution. The three 
mornings were devoted to the presentation 
of 152 papers which were distributed 
among five general axes: 1/ Classical and 
contemporary political geography and 
geopolitics in the 20th and 21st centuries; 
2/ (Geo)politics of environment, resources 

management and sustainabilities; 3/ 
Localism, nationalism, regionalism and 
globalism; 4/ Borders: an ongoing 
territorial  challenge; 5/ The scales of 
management of territorial policies. The four 
afternoons were occupied by thematic 
round tables structured around the five 
general axes, with interventions by 
recognized scholars. A strong point was 
made by André Roberto Martin, from the 
University of São Paulo, on the theory of 
meridionalism: this theory is not only an 
imaginary projection of the geopolitical 
power but also an explanatory model of the 
limits and feasabilities of Brazil and 
Southern Hemispere countries within the 
international system. Meridionalism is a 
contemporary geopolitical theory which
denies those of Atlantism and Eurasianism. 
Three foreign guest speakers were invited 
to deliver a speech: André-Louis Sanguin 
(France) scrutinized the evolution of 
political geography since the 1990s 
according to an international perspective. 
Mario Valero Martinez (Venezuela) 
analysed the cross-border situation between 
Venezuela and its neighbors when Yann 
Richard concluded the Congress with a 
speech devoted to the Ukraine Crisis.

The Brazilian school of political geography 
has at its disposal a critical mass which 
contributes to explain its development: it is 
a country of 200 million inhabitants, with a 
network of 186 universities, and an 
educational system where geography is an 
obligatory subject in seven school years, 
leading to the formation of more than five 
thousand professionals each year. Besides, 
Brazilian nationalism is deeply rooted in 
themes like the unity of Brazilian territory 
and its cornucopic natural resources. 
Furthermore, echoes of the geopolitical 
reasoning forwarded by the Doctrine of 
National Security central during 
dictatorship years can still be heard, at the 
same time as strong voices claiming time 
has come for epistemic disconnection and 
situated theories. The First Brazilian 
Congress of Political Geography was a 
significant testimony of this vitality and 
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(post)modernity. Probably due to the 
linguistic partitioning (ignorance of the 
Portuguese language) and due to the French 
influence and Anglo-American intellectual 
hegemony, Brazilian political geography is 
little known out Iberian spheres, even if its 
scientific output is impressive. For a 
foreign observer, the Congress gave a good 
image of the practices and styles of the 
Brazilian political geography. An attention 
was paid to figureheads and historical 
concepts. A lot of papers emphasized the 
border issues between Brazil and its 
neighboring countries as well as the 
projection of Brazil to the Atlantic, Africa 
and the Antarctic, and the rise of a 
paradigmatic view on Brazilian borderlands 
studies can be perceived. The geography of 
public policy and territorial management 
are part of the field of political geography 
in Brazil which is not really the case in 
other countries. Consequently, many papers 
focused on issues regarding land conflicts, 
territorial governance, federalism and 
decentralization. The small number of 
papers devoted to foreign countries outside 
Latin America was another key feature of 
the Congress. Proceedings are planned to 
be published and the Second Brazilian 
Congress of Political Geography is foreseen 
at Natal, in the Northeastern state of Rio 
Grande do Norte, in 2016. (Adriana 
Dorfman and André-Louis Sanguin)

The Art of Bordering: Economies, 
Performances and Technologies of 
Migration Control, Rome, Italy, 24-26
October 2014

Organizing Committee: Cédric Parizot, 
Filippo Celata, Raffaella Coletti, Heidrun 
Friese, Nicola Mai, Alessio Rosati, Benoit 
Tadié, Antoine Vion
Art Curator: Isabelle Arvers

The Art of Bordering is an art-science event 
merging an academic conference with an 
exhibition in order to discuss the material 
and symbolic construction of the 
Mediterranean as a border zone as well as 
the governance and politicization of 

migration control within the EU. During 
three days, Italian, French, German and 
British academics, journalists and artists 
have debated at Maxxi-Roma how 
technological innovation, geopolitical 
conflicts and socio- economic inequalities 
have transformed both migration flows and 
the material, political and symbolic 
dimensions of borders in the 21st century.
Research, art and technology are deeply 
involved in the representation and 
deconstruction of the dynamics and politics 
of migration management and control.  
They frame the strategies of adaptation, 
contestation and subversion of “Fortress 
Europe” developed by migrants and 
European citizens.

The  working  languages  of  the  event  
were  English  and Italian  .  A  French 
language report by Camille Schmoll 
(Unviersité Paris VII Denis Diderot) is 
available at: 
http://www.antiatlas.net/blog/2014/12/09/c
ompte-rendu-du-colloque-the-art-of-
bordering/

BRIT XIV: The Border, a Source of 
Innovation / La frontière, source 
d’innovation, Arras and Lille, France 
and Mons, Belgium, 4-7 November 2014,
170 participants.

The 14th Border Regions in Transition 
(BRIT) international conference was held 
in France and Belgium on November, 4 to 
7, 2014 (in the tradition of BRIT 
conferences, this event is bi- national). The 
theme of this meeting was: "The Border, a 
Source of Innovation." As usual, this 
conference was the opportunity to meet a 
lot of colleagues geographers but also many 
political scientists and law specialists, 
coming from more than 30 countries, 
although participants from North America 
and Europe were more numerous than those 
coming from Africa, Latin America and 
Asia. The participation of colleagues from 
the "South" is more difficult for financial 
reasons and that is true of all academic 
events organized in the "North". The BRIT 
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XIV (the fourteenth edition of the Border 
Regions in Transition series) remained true 
to the high standards set by the now 
established tradition. It was marked by its 
user-friendliness and overall scientific 
quality. 36 sessions were organized, 
featuring more than 170 papers. The variety 
of the subjects must be underlined. 
Innovation was discussed through various 
dimensions, including border management 
(border crossing, border control), but also 
the footprint of the border in the landscape 
and in societies and its impact on societies 
governments or the environment. In a 
"critical" way, sessions were dedicated to 
representations of boundaries and mental 
borders. In addition to regular sessions, 
more targeted sessions were organized, for 
instance by the Commission on Political 
geography of the IGU and the French 
CNFG who organized two successful 
sessions on "borders of war and peace"
(coordinated by Amael Cattaruzza and 
Anne-Laure Amilhat Szary).

Interventions in the conference as the 
podcasts are visible on its website at 
http://www.brit2014.org/?lang=en
A fieldtrip “From World War I to 
crossborder cooperation” was organized on 
Wednesday November 5, 2014. The 
destination of this fieldtrip was the area of 
Calais. The participants were divided in 
three groups and visited the maritime 
security facilities at Cap Gris Nez on the 
Strait of Dover, the Eurotunnel 
installations, or Calais harbour (connected 
to England with ferries). Such a region is a 
very informative spot to consider 
contemporary border management and 
illegal migrations (let's recall that the UK is 
not a member of the Schengen area which 
implies control for every crossing of this 
border). The spontaneous camps of 
immigrants were not visible (as 
undocumented migrants hide their camps 
from the French police), but it was not 
difficult to watch them roaming around the 
queues of lorries on the motorways waiting 
to board the Shuttle under the Channel. 
This image, shocking in its hardness, best 

summed up than a conference the 
toughness of the status of illegal 
immigrants in contemporary Europe.
Furthermore, the conference included three 
cultural exhibitions (in Arras, Lille and 
Mons), a cooperation with the MOT, the 
French national committee of geography 
and the Katholiek Universiteit van Leuven -
Campus Kortrijk. This successful academic 
event confirms the dynamism of border 
studies in a world where borders still 
represent decisive ruptures that produce 
obstructions but also overflows and 
innovation. (Stéphane Rosière)

Journées géopolitiques de Reims, France, 
12 November 2014
The First Journées géopolitiques de Reims 
were held 12 November 2014 at the 
Université Reims Champagne Ardenne 
(URCA) in France. The ambition of this 
conference is to become a regularly event 
(as it exists already in the French cities of 
Nantes and Grenoble) and it consists of a 
seminar for PhD students in the morning 
and a public conference in the afternoon.

The theme of this first Conference was 
International borders between affirmation 
and contestation. With such a title, the 
conference wanted to highlight the 
beginning of a “post-de- bordering” era.
After Prof. Stéphane Rosière opened the 
conference and introduced its main theme, 
the audience could listen (and ask 
questions) to Prof. Vladimir Kolosov 
(IGU/UGI President) and Prof. Emmanuel 
Brunet-Jailly.

The next year conference (November 2015) 
will deal with internal borders and the 
administrative subdivisions of states. A hot 
topic in France. (Stéphane Rosière)

Borders at the interface, Beer Sheva, 
Israel, 8-11 December 2014, 80 
participants.

International workshop “Borders at the 
Interface” was held in corporation with the 



- 304 -
302

 

EP7 EUROBORDERSCAPES Consortium 
at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, 
Beer Sheve. Host organizers were David 
Newman as Professional Chair in 
Geopolitics and his two assistants: Renen 
Yeziersky and Maya Golan. The workshop 
was a combination of plenary/parallel 
sessions and field trips with approximately 
80 participants. On the first day, it began 
with an opening plenary session with 
papers by Vladimir Kolosov (Moscow
Academy of Science, IGU President), 
Emmanuel Brunet-Jaily (University of 
Victoria, Editor of the Journal of 
Borderland Studies), and Victor Konrad 
(Carleton University), followed by 6 
parallel sessions focusing on Israel-
Palestine, Africa, and Euro-Asia borders, 
cultural production of borders, and trans-
border migration.

On the second day, participants made a 
full-day field trip to Israel-Jordan border. 
Experts from the Friends of the Earth 
Middle East introduced participants to the 
complex geopolitical and environmental 
issues that surround the region’s 
transboundary water and other 
environmental resources through an in-
depth look at the Jordan River Valley.
On the third day, back to the campus, six 
parallel sessions and two roundtable 
discussions focused on secritization, 
debates in border studies, Israel/Palestinian 
borders, urbanism, identities, internal 
borders, border cultures, and the future of 
human geography. At the end of the day, 
the last plenary session marked the 
establishment of the Professional Chair in 
Geopolitics at Ben-Grion University. Under 
the theme of “A hundred years since the 
First World War: Reshaping the 
geopolitical map of the Middle East,” 
papers were given by Shlomo Avineri 
(Hebrew University of Jerusalem), Richard 
Schofield (King’s Collage, University of 
London), and Dror Zeevi (Ben-Grion 
University).
On the last day, participants again went on 
a full-day field trip to the West Bank and 
Jerusalem. The tour was given by Ir Amin, 

a non-profit organization founded in 2004 
that focuses on the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict in Jerusalem. Ir Amin’s study tour 
provided a ground level exposure to East 
Jerusalem, creating a platform for critically 
assessing the notion of Jerusalem as the 
“eternal, undivided capital of Israel” and 
understanding the city’s fundamental role 
in Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Altogether, the workshop was extremely 
well organized and full of intriguing 
information about the history and current 
state of border issues. The combination of 
intensive sessions and stimulating field trip 
to contested areas made the workshop one 
of the most ideal arenas for understanding 
and sensing the complex realities of border 
issues. (Takashi Yamazaki)

Association of Borderlands Studies 
(ABS) 2015 Annual Meeting, Portland, 
Oregon, USA, 8-11 April 2015, 200 
participants.

The 2015 annual meeting of the 
Association for Borderlands Studies (ABS) 
was organized in Portland, Oregon, in 
April, in conjunction with the Western 
Social Science Association’s (WSSA) 
annual conference. ABS was officially 
established in 1976 in affiliation with 
WSSA as an initiative of a small but 
growing body of scholars in various 
disciplines, most located at U.S. border 
state colleges and universities, who saw the 
need for a professional body to facilitate 
systematic study of the rapidly urbanizing 
U.S.-Mexico border region— within a 
comparative international context. This 
makes ABS as one of oldest WSSA 
affiliated organizations, and today ABS is 
also the largest of them.

The conference held in Portland succeeded 
in both appealing to the Association’s past 
while looking towards a more expansive 
future both in its plenary and parallel 
sessions, the speakers of which provided a 
marvelous cross-section of the potential of 
the field has to offer. Given the ABS’s 
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devotion to a greater understanding of 
borders through multidisciplinary 
approaches and perspectives from all 
border contexts worldwide, the themes of 
the sessions provided a far-reaching cross-
section of today’s border studies. The 
program chaired by Prof. Akihiro Iwashita, 
who is currently acting as the President of 
the association, was filled with 
presentations ranging from fascinating case 
studies to those more theoretically and 
methodological inclined. Close to 200 
participants from 26 different countries can 
be seen as a testament to the conscious 
efforts made to expand of the association’s 
membership and scope of activities both 
geographically and thematically.

Among the topics that were discussed were, 
inter alia, post-colonial and indigenous 
perspectives on borders, migration and 
memory, border theory in the new world 
(dis)order, political ecology of international 
borders, mobile borders and 
transnationality, cross-border development 
and challenges, grand theories or epistemic 
pluralism, communicating difference and 
identity in border cities and borders and 
human security. Sessions on Asian borders 
in the current era, on bordered people, 
South China borders and borderlands as 
well as on migration, diaspora and border 
crossing phenomena in East Asia were 
crosslisted with the Asian Studies section 
under WSSA, whereas a session on 
territory, violence, culture, and institution 
was crosslisted with Latin American 
studies.

One of highlights of the conference was the 
special plenary session organized to honor
Prof. Ellwyn Stoddard, one of the founding 
members of the association, with the ABS 
Lifetime Achievement Award. In perhaps 
the best attended session of the conference, 
Prof. Stoddard offered a fascinating lecture 
titled: “The Multidisciplinary ABS: 
Reminiscences of a Borderline Scholar” 
featuring his personal insights and 
memories from the early stages of the 
associations’ history. As one of the award 

selection committee members described 
him: “He is clearly the most important of 
the original twelve apostles that formed the 
ABS and arguably more significant than 
anyone who has come after”. Prof. 
Stoddard has been a distinguished scholar 
in sociology and anthropology during his 
career, and recognised as a leading border 
scholar. He was also the brains behind the 
original bylaws and organizational system 
that ABS has had all these years.

Also the ABS Past Presidents’ Book 
Awards were announced during the annual 
conference. The gold award was grated to 
Tero Mustonen & Kaisu Mustonen for their 
Eastern Sámi Atlas (Snowchange, 2011), 
the silver award went to Heikki Eskelinen, 
Ilkka Liikanen, and James W. Scott’s 
edited collection The EU-Russian 
Borderland: New Contexts for Regional 
Cooperation (Routledge, 2012), and the 
bronze award was given to Isabelle Thuy 
Pelaud, Lan Duong, Mariam B. Lam, and 
Kathy L. Nguyen for their edited volume 
Troubling Borders: An Anthology of Art 
and Literature by Southeast Asian Women 
in the Diaspora (University of Washington  
Press,  2014)  The  Eastern  Sámi  Atlas  
was  selected  as the  gold  award winner 
because it was a unique and rich study of 
Sami culture and history in a cross-border 
context. The book is based on an extensive 
project to resurrect, document, compile and 
express the Sami experience, not only as an 
indigenous culture but one that crosses 
borders and is enriched by this process. 
This book is exemplary of the deep 
ethnography, geographical analysis, and 
synthesis that is possible and indeed 
necessary to comprehend how borders and 
culture touch and combine in our 
globalizing world, and how the border 
experience may be documented and 
explored. The Eastern Sami Atlas is an 
achievement in border publication and a 
model for other extensive projects to 
document and comprehend the meeting of 
borders and cultures. The committee was 
also impressed by the quality, originality 
and contribution of the books selected as 
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silver and bronze award winners. The EU-
Russia Borderland is a well-designed and 
effectively presented anthology of 
contemporary research on this cross-border 
region. It represents the current research of 
the leading scholars working on this region 
and it is a major contribution to the field. 
The bronze award was given to Troubling 
Borders because this anthology of art and 
literature by Southeast Asian Women was 
highly original, visual and poetic in its 
expression of the cross-border migration 
experience.

The next ABS Annual Conference will be 
held on April 13-16, 2016 in Reno, Nevada. 
Papers on all topics and areas concerned 
with border studies are invited but we 
particularly welcome papers related to the 
theme for the 2016 annual conference: 
“Borders in the XXI century: Border 
institutions and governance”. 

Association of American Geographers 
(AAG) Political Geography Speciality 
Group (PGSG) preconference, Chicago,
USA, 20-25 April 2015, 60 participants.

The AAG Political Geography Specialty 
Group (PGSG) preconference was held at 
DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois, 
USA, on 20 April 2015. There were 
approximately 60 attendees, including 
graduate students, faculty, and the broader 
community. There were 44 paper 
presentations, divided into 8 sessions: (1) 
Violence, Governance, and Resistance; (2) 
Resource Economies and Environmental 
Governance; (3) Nation and Identity; (4) 
Militarism, Technology, and Logistics; (5)
Theorizing Political Geography: Key 
Topics & Debates; (6) Borders: Theory and 
Practice; (7) Borders and geopolitics in the 
Middle East; (8) Borders and geopolitics in 
Asia. The event, which ran from 8 am - 6
pm, was followed by a PGSG group dinner. 
(Natalie Koch)

7th International Conference on Critical 
Geography (ICCG 2015) Precarious 
Radicalism on Shifting Grounds: 

Towards a Politics of Possibility, 
Ramallah, Palestine, 26-30 July 2015,
400 participants.

This past summer the International Critical 
Geography Group (ICGG) convened its 
seventh annual conference in the occupied 
city of Ramallah, Palestine. Following a 
two-decade tradition and four years of 
preparation, the conference brought 
together scholars and activists committed to 
combating social exploitation and 
oppression. This was the ICGG’s first 
gathering in the Middle East. The program 
of five days (and six nights) was packed 
with critical geographical engagements 
anchored around the theme Precarious 
Radicalism on Shifting Grounds: Towards a 
Politics of Possibility. Participants shared 
analysis of the mounting crises of capital, 
space, bodies and nature and explored ways 
to turn them into moments of political 
possibility by reconnecting scholarship 
with solidarity and struggle. Aside  from  
nearly  ninety  paper  sessions  and  
workshops,  there  were  a  series  of 
working plenaries and fieldtrips central to 
the conference’s deliberations. This direct 
dialogue with the site of the meeting and 
the commitment of participants, volunteers, 
community and international supporters, 
technicians and organizers came together 
into a substantive shared academic and 
political project.

Four hundred scholars, activists and 
members of the public from over forty 
countries energetically took up issues on 
and beyond the violent frontlines of class, 
gender, race, sexual, and colonial divisions. 
And they also took critical steps beyond 
discussion and debate of their intellectual 
work towards concrete collective action. 
Before attending the conference, every 
participant that registered already agreed to 
a political statement that supports basic 
Palestinian rights. By endorsing this 
statement, they acknowledged the power 
asymmetries and injustices that define 
Palestinian life and stood on the side of the 
oppressed. Through the political statement 
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the conference shed any false facade of 
normalcy and openly acknowledged the 
realities of settler colonial oppression and 
racial discrimination. During the final 
session of the conference, participants 
voted overwhelmingly in support of a 
resolution drafted by the ICCG 2015 
Organizing Team to sign onto the 
Palestinian Academic and Cultural Boycott 
and the broader Boycott Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) campaign against Israel.  
The ICGG Steering Committee also 
unanimously supported the resolution. 
(Anna Secor)

IGU Moscow Regional Conference, 
Moscow, Russia, 17-21 August 2015,
1658 participants for the whole conference.

Following Kracow, the IGU Regional 
Conference was held in Moscow from 
August 17th to 21st, 2015. CPG organized 
twelve sessions under eight themes many of 
which were well attended. Current and 
former members of the CPG Steering 
Committee also gave keynote and thematic 
lectures in addition to our award winning 
ceremony. In the business meeting, the plan 
for the CPG pre-conference in 
Guangzhou/Shenzhen 2016 and other 
issues were discussed.

The 2015 IGU Regional Conference was 
held at Lomonosov State University of 
Moscow, Russia to commemorate the 170th 
anniversary of the Russian Geographical 
Society. Our long- time colleague, Vladimir 
Kolosov acted as a representative of the 
Local Organizing Committee and led the 
Conference to great success. During the 
Conference, CPG organized the following 
themed sessions:
- Bordering Eurasia: Politics, power, and 

political geography (chaired by Paul 
Richardson and Akihiro Iwashita)

- Borders and illegalities (chaired by 
Adriana Dorfman and Elena 
dell'Agnese)

- The critical geopolitics of food 
(chaired by Elena dell'Agnese)

- For Kropotkin (chaired by Anthony 
Ince and Simon Springer)

- Gender activisms in Asia: Peoples, 
places and politics (with the 
Commission on Gender and 
Geography, chaired by Shirlena Huang 
and Chih Yuan Woon)

- Problems of contemporary political 
geography and geopolitics (chaired by 
Inocent Moyo and Christoher C. 
Nshimbi)

- Rethinking what (political) geography 
ought to be: Theories, histories, and 
practices of geography and geopolitics 
as instruments of peace (with the 
Commission on the History of 
Geography, chaired by Takashi 
Yamazaki and Alexey Postnikov)

- Russian geopolitics and the former 
Soviet countries (chaired by Takashi 
Yamazaki) 

Many of the sessions were well attended 
and had active discussion though some 
CPG sessions were held in parallel. In 
addition to these sessions, former and 
current members of the CPG Steering 
Committee also gave the following keynote 
and thematic lectures, marking the 
important role (political) geography plays 
in understanding contemporary world 
affairs:
- Alexander Murphy (USA): Coping 

with a fast-changing, unstable world: 
Opportunities and challenges for 
geography

- John O’Loughlin (USA): Climate 
change and conflict in Sub-Saharan 
Africa

- Vladimir Kolosov (Russia): Russian 
geography: Specifics, achievements, 
problems

- Elena dell’Agnese (Italy): From 
“pasta” to “poi”: towards a critical 
geography of food

- Takashi Yamazaki (Japan): The spatial 
control of "vices" in the U.S. military 
outpost: Value contradictions in a 
long-term stationing on foreign soil. 
This lecture was sponsored by the 
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journal Geopolitics published by 
Taylor & Francis 

During the conference, the Russian 
Geographical Society awarded John 
O'Loughlin (University of Colorado at 
Boulder, USA) a Semyonov gold medal for 
his distinguished research in political 
geography on the former Soviet Union.

For this conference, CPG decided to offer 
limited funding (two grants of $500) to 
assist two postgraduate students and/or 
early career scientists from low-income 
countries in attending the conference. The 
definition of low-income countries was 
based on the list of such countries prepared 
by the Local Organizing Committee (see 
http://igu2015.ru/grants). Applicants were 
first to submit an abstract for participation 
in the conference. To be eligible for a CPG 
grant, the abstract was to be reviewed, 
accepted and placed in a CPG-related 
session within the IGU 2015 Scientific 
Programme. Applicants were then to 
submit a full paper to both of CPG Co-
Chairs (Virginie Mamadouh and Takashi 
Yamazaki) via email by 31 March 2015. 
The results of the review were notified by 
the end of April. After the review of the 
applied papers, a grant was awarded to 
Deepika Saraswat (India) in US dollar cash 
after her presentation at the conference 
venue. The title of her excellent paper is
“Regional convergence of Russian and 
Iranian geopolitics: Changing contours of 
Eurasia.”
(Takashi Yamazaki)

International Scientific - Practical 
Conference ‘The Spatial Tansformation 
of the Urban Environment in the 
Development of Post-Industrial Society’ 
and Socratic XI Reading ‘Jean 
Gottmann as a Visionary and a Critic 
(on the centenary of his birth),’ 
Kaliningrad, Russia, 23-26 August 2015,
25 participants.

After the IGU 2015 Regional Conference in 
Moscow, the Immanuel Kant Baltic Federal 

University (IKBFU) brought together a 
group of Russian and foreign academics 
(from Italy, France, the Netherlands, 
Poland and the USA) at the Institute of 
Environmental Management, Territorial 
Development and Urban Construction, to 
discuss political and urban geography. 
Special attention was given to the work of 
cosmopolitan geographer Jean Gottmann 
(born in Kharkov in the Russian Empire in 
1915) who has been an innovative and 
prolific urban and political geographer in 
France, the USA and the UK. The IKBFU 
also organized a field trip in the National 
Park Curonian Spit and a visit of the city of 
Kaliningrad. The photo shows the 
participants at the feet of the statue of 
Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) who was 
teaching philosophy – and geography – in 
Königsberg. (Virginie Mamadouh)
International Workshop “And So 
Europe Dehumanized Itself: 
Mediterranean Geographies in Action,” 
Palermo, Italy, 10-11 November 2015, 40 
participants.

When and how has Europe dehumanized 
itself?
And how is possible to recover that alleged 
humanity in a present of spatial and racial 
hierarchization?
What kind of new humanism and new 
places for life are we asked to imagine 
now?

These  were  key  questions  at  the  two-
day  symposium  organized  by  Giulia  de      
Spuches, Professor of Geography at the 
University of Palermo. Bringing together 
academics and activists from Europe and 
beyond (Tunisia, Italy, Germany, 
Netherlands, Ireland, United Kingdom, 
Spain), the purpose of the workshop was to 
critically analyse, challenge and decentre 
the vision of European spectacular borders 
by re-enhancing a particular attention to the 
Mediterranean frontier, to its imagery and 
to its immobilized and fractured bodies and 
hopes.
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Reading productively across the more than 
thirteen interventions proposed, shows a 
clear intention manifested by convenors 
and participants not only to linger to a 
“historical” question – what made such 
‘things’ as dehumanization, controlled 
migration and borderization possible – but 
also to address the “political” question: 
what might be possible once deconstructed 
several apparatuses disciplining our ways 
of seeing, living and acting in a fenced 
world?
Indeed, the special nature of the ‘call for 
action’ that was circulated in early July, by 
replacing a more usual ‘call for papers’, has 
made necessary a political positioning in 
addressing migration issues that concern 
geographers not only as social scientists but 
also as privileged human beings. A 
condition summarized in the tragic 
awareness that if we are all human, it is 
time to deal with the fact that some are 
more mortal than others. In the two-day 
workshop, three sessions have been 
organized plus the discussion of a 
Manifesto, each one in a different place. 
Due to the itinerant nature of the 
conference, the four location chosen 
dressed a symbolic importance in their 
relation to the Mediterranean Sea, as 
underlined by Giulia de Spuches in her 
position paper. Participants moved from 
Sovraintendenza del Mare to Fonderia 
Oretea in the first day and from the Coast 
Guard operating base to Palermo’s Harbour 
in the second.

It is also worth considering that presenters 
have been divided in couple, when 
possible, in order to dialogically discuss 
through their presentations. Due to the 
interdisciplinary character the workshop, 
several different critical positions have 
been heard, disparate but not incompatible.

In this spirit, drawing on different academic 
backgrounds, the first session was aimed to 
discuss and deconstruct the geographical 
imagination (modern, colonial and 
postcolonial) of the Mediterranean 
borderland through the visual mastery and 

literary representation of spaces and 
(in)human bodies. More specifically, 
Olivier Thomas Kramsch (University of 
Nijmegen) focused on the travel literature 
concerning the Southern Italy by exposing 
the othering process and the idea of 
humanity therein underpinned, while 
Gabriele Proglio (University of Tunis ‘El 
Manar’) revealed how the distorted 
representation of the former Italian colonies 
and their inhabitants has shaped the 
contemporary mental imagery on migrants, 
requiring a critical attempt to decolonize 
our gaze.

Of greatest impact have been the other two 
presentations of the morning, followed by 
an intense discussion among the audience. 
Alessandra Bonazzi (University of 
Bologna) reasoned on the link between 
liquidable/liquid humanity considering that 
the human hierarchy exposed by migrant 
bodies depends on the neat division 
between the land and the sea, which should 
be replaced by a fluid geo-ontology aimed 
to fight spatial dialectics and identity 
binaries. The visual frame of the sea has 
been then provocatively deconstructed by 
Chiara Giubilaro (University of Milano 
Bicocca) who tried to unfold the scopic 
regime in which the power of contemporary 
migratory aesthetics, especially in the 
proliferation of shipwreck images, works 
and affects us as spectators.

The second session was very heterogeneous 
in the critical voices brought together and 
marked by several points of fervent 
discussion. The focus on the ‘minimal’ 
human rights of asylum seekers, their 
problematic representation over time and 
their economic disposability was addressed 
by Alessandra Sciurba (University of 
Palermo), Claire Dorrity (University 
College Cork) and Francesco Lo Piccolo 
(University of Palermo). These 
interventions made   it explicit how is hard 
to escape from the grip of both the 
criminilazitation and the humanitarianism 
in addressing migration issues. Then, in an 
intriguing way, Fabio Amato (University of 
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Napoli-L’Orientale) suggested to normalize 
and historicize the take on migration, taking 
it away from the logic of emergency and 
trying to understand it as a set of societal 
structural conditions. Finally, the need to 
address a postcolonial education system in 
Italy and in Europe was foregrounded by 
Giuseppe Burgio (University of Palermo) in 
his intervention. Some of these points have 
been touched later in the evening with the 
screening of Asmarina, a documentary 
directed by Alan Maglio e Medhin Paolos. 
This occasion gave a chance to tell the 
experiences of the Eritrean and Ethiopian 
communities in Italy, offering a 
counterpoint to a too linear and smooth 
narration of the Italian national identity. 
Both one of the directors and some 
members of the Habesha community in 
Palermo were present.

The following day, the third session was 
opened by Elena dell’Agnese (University of 
Milano Bicocca), Honorary member and 
current Vice President of the IGU. Her 
consideration extended the criticalities 
faced by contemporary border studies both 
to the practices and to the theories that they 
aim to explore. The challenge was taken up 
by Paolo Novak (SOAS University of 
London), who proposed in his intervention 
to use the inherent contradictions of border 
policies to develop progressive border 
politics.

A call for greater collaboration between 
activists and researchers on the challenges 
of borders securitization was especially 
highlighted by Giulia di Carlo (University 
of Deusto), while the last contributions 
were case-studies. Janna Völpel (University 
of Berlin) investigated how Ceuta 
inhabitants negotiate their conditional 
relation to European Union as a tactic to re-
humanize geopolitical studies. Paolo 
Cuttitta (University of Amsterdam) gave a 
timely overview of the independent actors 
involved in rescuing shipwreck victims at 
sea, in order to understand how and if they 
can influence or disempower governmental 
actors.

To get a better idea of how institutional 
actors work, at the end of the session it was 
possible to visit the Coast Guard control 
room to look closely at the instruments 
used to check the transit of all vessels in 
Italian territorial waters and how the 
coordination between the various actors 
responsible for the rescue of the migrants 
operates.

Finally, the last afternoon of the workshop 
was devoted to the discussion of drawing 
up a manifesto, emphasizing a call to action 
for the academic world in order to open to a 
critical space of enunciation where to 
expose and challenge dominant discourse 
on migration and borders routinized in the 
academia as well as in the public realm. 
After having outlined several key-words as 
guidelines for the Manifesto, the desire to 
build a research network for further 
dialogue and debate was also underlined. 
This also speaks to the way in which one 
should conceive nowadays the role of 
critical scholars who need to analyse and 
interpret the world in order to pursue ‘an 
agenda’ for the present. (Laura Lo Presti).
2.2. Future Meetings

International Conference
“Contemporary crisis and changes: 

Geoeconomical and geopolitical 
approaches,” University of Reims 
Champagne-Ardenne (URCA), May 26 
and 27, 2016 (in English and French)

For several years, the world seems to have 
entered a period of high instability. 
Economically, the "subprime mortgage 
crisis" appeared in 2007 in the USA and 
spread planet wide in all areas of activity. 
In 2015, economic difficulties still persist 
(growth stagnation in developed countries 
and lower growth in emerging markets, 
explosion of unemployment, deindustriali-
sation   and   offshoring,   market   tensions   
in   China,  the   euro   zone,   etc.). In 
geopolitical terms, tension spots have also 
multiplied (Saharian and Sahelian Africa, 
Middle East, Far East and Eastern Europe) 
leading to strong migratory waves while 
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power poles  seem to be redeploying 
between the USA, China and other regional 
powers.

The aim of the conference "Contemporary 
Crisis and changes" is to question these
contemporary upheavals through both a 
geo-economic and a geopolitical reading. 
The conference will provide elements of 
analysis and compare them especially with 
contemporary representations of 
globalisation emphasizing in particular the 
logic of closure that seems to characterize 
this phenomenon.

The organizers of the conference "Crisis 
and changes" wish to highlight three main 
themes:

1. Since 2007-2008, is the World facing a 
"crisis" or is it experiencing a very 
unprecedented "change", heralding 
major and chain upheavals? In this 
regard, it will be the occasion to debate 
and choose the most relevant words to 
describe this crisis and/or these 
changes shaping another World.

2. The "closure" (isolationism, more or 
less latent forms of protectionism, 
competing logics of blocks, building of 
border barriers, etc.) seems to be one 
of the manifestations of the current 
situation. Is it one of the new dominant 
world logics? In which way do these 
“closure" processes, always relative, 
refer to an asymmetrical concept and
create imbalances?

3. What links can be established between 
the economic and geopolitical fields as 
part of contemporary world change? 
What about the overlap between these 
two fields? Is the paradigm of the "end 
of territory" (and so of geopolitics), 
often associated with globalisation 
and liberalism, still relevant? Is the 
current situation challenging the most 
common mental representations of 
globalisation?

Answers should be given at all scales (from 
local to global) and considering any type of 
actors.

The conference is organized by François 
Bost and Stéphane Rosière, Université de 
Reims Champagne-Ardenne, EA 2076 
Habiter. With the support of the 
Commissions « Industrie et emploi » and « 
Géographie politique et géopolitique » of 
the Comité National Français de 
Géographie (CNFG) and of the 
Commission on Political Geography of the 
IGU-UGI. The conference website is:
http://www.univ-reims.fr/site/laboratoire-
labellise/habiter-amenagement-et-
geographie-politique/les-activites-de-
recherche/axe-espace-politique/colloque-
crises-et-mutations-mai-
2016,18852,32229.html

15th Border Regions in Transition 
(BRIT) Conference “Cities, States and 
Borders: From the Local to the Global,” 
Hamburg (Germany) – Sønderborg 
(Denmark), May 17-20, 2016

The objective of the 15th Border Regions in 
Transition (BRIT) Conference organized by 
the University of Southern Denmark, the 
University of Hamburg and the HafenCity 
University Hamburg is to rethink the 
complicated relationships that bind cities 
and state borders. The conference will offer 
a unique opportunity to explore the 
collaborative or competitive strategies of 
this odd couple under the current 
circumstances of globalization. The 
conference website is: 
http://www.sdu.dk/en/Om_SDU/Institutter_
centre/I_Graenseforskning/Events/BRIT+2
016

2016 IGU Geomorphology and Society 
Commission, Island Study Commission, 
and Political Geography Joint 
Symposium, Taipei and Matsu, China-
Taipei, 25-30 June 2016

The conference organizers welcome 
proposals for papers and panels from a 
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wide range of disciplines and theoretical 
schools in Geomorphology and Society, 
Island Study, and Political Geography. 
They invite researchers, academics, 
community and business interests, 
government authorities and interest groups 
to participate in the conference. The event 
offers an opportunity to present papers and 
posters, discuss issues and developments on 
a wide range of subjects, and identify 
common themes affecting geomorphology
and society, islands, and political 
geography throughout the world.

CPG preconference in Guangzhou, 
August 18-20, 2016

Prior to the above-mentioned IGC in 
Beijing, the CPG preconference will be 
held on August 18-20 at Sun Yat-sen 
University in Guangzhou, China followed 
by a field trip to the Shenzhen/Hong Kong 
border region. The title of the 
preconference is “International Forum on 
Frontiers of Political Geography” the main 
objective of which is to promote the 
“understanding” of political geography in 
China and narrow the gap in the level of 
such understanding between the West and 
the East. The preconference will have three 
thematic sessions on “East-West Dialogues 
on Frontiers in Political Geography,” “New 
Dynamisms of Borders in Asia,” and 
“Micro Territoriality and Urban 
Governance.” After the preconference, 
participants can travel to Beijing by train, 
which will take about 8 hours. 
Accommodation and ground transportation 
will be arranged by the local organizer. The 
deadline for registration will be March 31, 
2016. Those interested should submit an 
abstract/paper to the local organizer by 
May 31, 2016. More information can be 
found on the preconference website at 
http://politicalsysu.com/

The 33rd IGC in Beijing, August 21-25, 
2016

The 33rd International Geographical 
Congress (IGC) will be held in Beijing, 
China from August 21st to 25th, 2016. The 
theme of the Congress is “Shaping Our 
Harmonious Worlds,” which highlights 
today’s common pursuit for harmony 
between humankind and nature, between 
environment and society, and for 
harmonious approaches to the world’s 
hazards and conflicts. The call for session 
proposals was closed at the end of 
September. CPG will organize the 
following 13 session proposals. 
• Sociocultural Encounters in 

Geography: Borders, Borderlands, 
Grassroots Non- State Actors and the 
Southern African Integration Project 
(proposed by Christopher Changwe 
Nshimbi and Inocent Moyo)

• The Eurasian Pacific: Geopolitical 
Moments and Unfulfilled Promise 
(Sergei Golunov and Akihiro Iwashita)

• Scales of Politics and Policies in Latin 
American Borders (Adriana Dorfman 
and Alejandro Benedetti)

• Autochthony, Allochthony and 
Belonging: Migration, Xenophobia and 
Social Cohesion in the Southern 
African Region (Inocent Moyo and 
Christopher Changwe Nshimbi)

• Rethinking Carceral Geography in 
‘Harmonised Societies’ (Claudio 
Minca and Chin- Ee Ong)

• Politics of Environment and People 
(Anjana Mathur Jagmohan)

• The Transformation of Political Space 
and Prospects for New Governance in 
the Contemporary Phase of 
Globalization (Takashi Yamazaki)

• A Reexamination of Militarization and 
“the Space of Occupation”: A 
Comparison Perspective (Takashi 
Yamazaki and Rassem Khamaisi)

• Changing Geopolitical Imaginations of 
Asia (Alexander Murphy)

• China’s Geopolitical (Re)Positionings 
in a Changing World (Chih Yuan 
Woon)
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• China Looks South: Development, 
Infrastructure and Culture on the 
Border with Myanmar, Laos and 
Vietnam (Jussi Laine and Victor 
Konrad)

• Postcolonial Literary Geographies 
(Patricia Noxolo)

• Conversations between Gender and
Political Geographies Key Concepts, 
Methods and Themes (with the 
Commission on Gender and 
Geography, Virginie Mamadouh and 
Marianne Blidon)

 
3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

The Commission on Political Geography 
worked with other IGU Commissions such 
as Gender and History of Geography 
Commissions in order to organise a group 
of joint sessions in the IGU Regional 
Conferences in Kyoto, Krakow, and 
Moscow and the IGC in Beijing. Hopefully, 
a strongest collaboration will follow.

3.2. Collaboration with other groups

The Commission on Political Geography 
has been actively collaborating with other 
international research groups, such as BRIT 
(Border Regions in Transition), ABS 
(Association of Borderlands Studies), 
Società Geografica Italiana, EuGeo, AAG 
(Association of American Geography) 
Political Geography Study Group, IPSA 
(International Political Science 
Association) Research Committee 15 on 
Political and Cultural Geography, and 
many others, in order to co-organise and 
co-sponsor conference and seminars.

3.3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC 
(International Social Science 
Council) and with ICSU (the 
International Council for Science) 
programs

The Commission has brought the San 
Francisco Declaration on Research 
Assessment (DORA), initiated by the 
American Society for Cell Biology (ASCB) 
and adopted December 2012 during the 
ASCB Annual Meeting in San Francisco. 
The Commission was pleased to see that 
the Executive Committee has decided to 
sign the Declaration on behalf of the IGU.

4. Publications
On the Commission website are available 
the six newsletters edited in 2012 and 2016 
(n. 16- 21).
In the same span of time, some of the 
papers presented in IGU CPG sponsored or 
organized conferences have been published 
or submitted to different journals and are 
now in the referee process.

The AAG 2013 session Authors-meet-
critics session, organized by the 
commission together with PGSG led to the 
publication of the Review Forum “Reading 
John Agnew and Luca Muscarà’s Making 
Political Geography”, by Virginie 
Mamadouh, Elena dell’Agnese, Takashi 
Yamazaki, Colin Flint, Natalie Koch, Luca 
Muscarà and John Agnew, Political 
Geography, 38 (2014) pp. 46-56.

As far as the second edition of the Border 
Crossing Seminar is concerned, seminar 
papers and students' final works will be 
published in an annual e-book with the 
imprint of the University of Milano-
Bicocca.

The Post conference fieldtrip to Okinawa 
has been accompanied by an e-booklet, 
which is downloadable from: 
http://www.lit.osaka-
cu.ac.jp/user/yamataka/CPG-Okinawa.pdf
(2.9MB).

Claudio Minca's plenary paper for the CPG 
lecture at the Krakow conference was 
published as “Geographies of the Camp” in 
Political Geography 49 (2015), pp. 74-83.
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Papers presented at the IGU CPG pre-
conference at Lodz were published in the 
first and second volumes of Region and 
Regionalism No. 12 in 2015. They are 
downloadable from 
http://geopol.geo.uni.lodz.pl/?page_id=669

Some of the papers presented at “The 
International Conference on Geopolitics in 
Changing Southeast Asia” are planned to 
be published as two books China’s 
Borderlands and Landscapes and China’s 
Geopolitics and Southeast Asia by Palgrave 
Macmillan.

The proceedings of the “Dark Tourism 
Workshop” was published as Anton Gosar, 
Miha Koderman and Mariana Rodela eds. 
Dark Tourism: Post-WWI Destinations of 
Human Tragedies and Opportunities for 
Tourism Development (Koper, 2015), 
which is downloadable from: 
http://www.hippocampus.si/ISBN/978-961-
6963-28-2.pdf

Proceedings for “First Brazilian Congress 
of Political Geography, Geopolitics and 
Territorial Management” are planned for 
publication.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The Commission on Political Geography 
(CPG) of IGU-UGI aims at encouraging 
geographical research on various 
dimensions of the connections between 
power, politics, and spaces, and at 
stimulating the exchange of findings and 
insights among political geographers from 
different countries. It is also focused on the 
analysis of the connections between 
political geo- graphies (that is all the 
discursive praxis pertaining with the 
representation of the world in its political 
organisation) and the making of the world 
itself.

5.2. Steering Committee

Three current members have fulfilled three 
terms 
Takashi Yamazaki (Japan) (co-chair) 
Alexandru Ilies (Romania)
Paul Reuber (Germany)
Remaining members
Virginie Mamadouh (The Netherlands) (co-
chair) 
Simon Dalby (Canada)
Adriana Dorfman (Brazil)
Alexander Murphy (US)
Stéphane Rosière (France) 
James Sidaway (Singpaore) 
Jan Wendt (Poland)
Oren Yftachel (Israel)

The chairs aim to recruit three new 
members in the coming months, aiming at a 
similar geographical balance and a better 
gender balance.

Likewise the group of Young Members will 
be renewed.

5.3. Future work plan

CPG will plan to organize sessions for the 
IGU Thematic Conference on 
“Geographies of Peace” in La Paz, 24-25 
April 2017, the IGU Regional Conference 
in Quebec City, 6-10 August 2018, and the 
34th IGC in Istanbul 2020. Other than these 
IGU-related conferences, CPG will co-
organize or sponsor conferences and 
seminars with international organizations 
such as BRIT (Border Regions in 
Transition), ABS (Association of 
Borderlands Studies), Società Geografica 
Italiana, EuGeo, AAG (Association of 
American Geography) Political Geography 
Study Group, IPSA (International Political 
Science Association) Research Committee 
15 on Political and Cultural Geography, 
and many others for the 2016-2020 period.
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C12.36 Toponomy

After having been evaluated, the 
Commission was by the ICA General 
Assembly held during the 27th 
International Cartographic Conference, Rio 
de Janeiro, 23-28 August, elevated from a 
working group to the rank of commission 
also on ICA side. Peter JORDAN was by 
the two commission chairs and with the 
consent of the IGU and ICA chairs 
nominated common vice-chair of the Joint 
IGU/ICA Commission.

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Choo, Sungjae 
(Republic of Korea) 
sjchoo@khu.ac.kr

Ferland, Yaïves 
(Canada) 
Yaives.Ferland@hst.ulaval.ca

Jordan, Peter 
(Austria, Common IGU/ICA vice-chair) 
peter.jordan@oeaw.ac.at

Menezes, Paulo de 
(Brazil, ICA co-chair) 
pmenezes@acd.ufrj.br

Ormeling, Ferjan 
(Netherlands) 
f.ormeling@geo.uu.nl

Palagiano, Cosimo 
(Italy, IGU co-chair) 
cosimo.palagiano@uniroma1.it

Raper, Peter 
(South Africa) 
raperpe1@iburst.co.za

Watanabe, Kohei 
(Japan) 
kw10004@cam.ac.uk

1.2. Corresponding Members

The Commission had by 31 December 
2015 8 full (steering board) members from 
8 countries and 103 corresponding 
members from 36 countries.

1.3. Commission website

www.igu-icatoponymy.org

2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2012-2015

In the framework of the 32nd 
International Geographical Congress, 
Cologne [Köln], Germany, 26-30 August 
2012 a toponymic session titled “Place 
names as markers and ingredients of space-
related identity” with 4 panels a total of 12 
papers had been organized by Peter 
JORDAN (Austria). 

Paper presenters were (in alphabetical 
order): Brahim ATOUI (Algeria), Remus 
CREŢAN (Romania), Naima FRIHA 
(Tunisia, 2 papers), Peter JORDAN 
(Austria), Enrica LEMMI & Monica Siena 
TANGHERONI (Italy), Marina 
MARASOVIĆ- ALUJEVIĆ & Katarina 
LOZIĆ KNEZOVIĆ (Croatia), Phil 
MATTHEWS (New Zealand), Joan Carles 
MEMBRADO TENA (Spain), Cosimo 
PALAGIANO (Italy), Peter RAPER (South 
Africa), Ana RESENDE (Brazil) and 
Bogusław ZAGÓRSKI (Poland).

In the framework of the IGU Regional 
Conference Kyoto, Japan, 4-9 August 
2013 a session on geographical approaches 
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to toponymy with 4 panels and a total of 14 
papers had been organized by Kohei 
WATANABE (Japan).

Paper presenters were (in the sequence of 
presentation) Cosimo PALAGIANO, Silvia 
SINISCALCHI (Italy), Riemer REINSMA 
(Netherlands), Satoshi IMAZATO (Japan), 
Emilio NIETO BALLESTER, José Antonio 
RODRÍGUEZ ESTEBAN & Pilar 
LACASTA REOVO (Spain), Gerry 
UTAMA (Indonesia), Stanislav 
YERDAVLETOV, Abdreeva SHOLPAN 
& Gulzhan AIZHOLOVA (Kazahstan), 
Andrew WILSON, Lisa ROBINSON (both 
United States), Wenchuan HUANG (China-
Taipei), Peter JORDAN (Austria), Sungjae 
CHOO, Sun-Bae KIM (both Republic of 
Korea) and Hiroshi TANABE & Kohei 
WATANABE (Japan). A selection of 8 
papers has been published in the 
geographical journal Semestrale di Studi e 
Ricerche di Geografia, Rome, XXV, 2, 
edited by Riccardo MORRI.

Seminar “Historical maps, atlas maps, 
and toponymy”, Leipzig, Germany, 21-
23 August 2013: As a pre-conference event 
of ICC Dresden three ICA commissions/
working groups, i.e. the ICA Commission 
on the History of Cartography (chair: Elri 
LIEBENBERG, South Africa), the ICA 
Commission on Atlases (chair: Peter 
JORDAN, Austria) and the IGU/ICA 
Commission/Working Group on Toponymy 
(chair: Paulo DE MENEZES, Brazil) in co-
operation with the Leibniz Institute of 
Regional Research [Leibniz Institut für 
Länderkunde, IfL] Leipzig, met in the 
facilities of this Institute in Leipzig. The 
seminar saw 40 registered participants and 
17 paper presentations. 

Papers on toponymy were presented (in the 
sequence of presentation) by Peter 
JORDAN (Austria), Ernst SPIESS 
(Switzerland), Alexander 
WOLODTSCHENKO (Germany), Yaïves 
FERLAND (Canada), Stephan FUCHS 
(Germany), János JENEY (Hungary
/Germany), Ferjan ORMELING 

(Netherlands), Christopher BOARD 
(United Kingdom), Matjaž GERŠIČ & 
Drago KLADNIK (Slovenia), Paulo de 
MENEZES (Brazil) and Lindsay Frederick 
BRAUN (United States). The proceedings 
will be published open access by the host 
institute as a volume of its book series 
“forum IfL”.
In the framework of the 26th International 
Cartographic Conference (ICC) 
Dresden, Germany, 26-30 August 2013 a
session with 2 panels had been organized 
by the Commission/WG and in total 6 
papers on toponymy were presented.

In the framework of the 4th EuGeo 
Congress Rome, 5-7 September 2013 a
panel on toponyms had been organized by 
Cosimo PALAGIANO (Italy) and saw 5 
papers presented.

In the framework of the IGU Regional 
Conference Cracow, Poland, 18-22
August 2014 a session on geographical 
approaches to toponymy with 5 panels and 
a total of 19 papers had been organized by 
Peter JORDAN (Austria): 

Session 1: (Cultural-geographical 
Approaches): papers presented by P. 
MÁCHA (Czechia), Y. FERLAND 
(Canada), M. SOLARZ, K. JANAS (both 
Poland); 

Session 2 (Naming motives, place names as 
keys to culture and cultural history): papers 
presented by P. RAPER (South Africa), S. 
CHI, S. CHOO & H. KIM (Republic of 
Korea), J. TORT I DONADA (Spain); 

Session 3 (Names in urban space): papers 
presented by C. PALAGIANO (Italy), D.    
DROZDZEWSKI (Australia),
W. HUANG, P. KANG (both China-
Taipei); 

Session 4 (Naming policies and place-name 
use): papers were presented by P. JORDAN 
and O. STUMMVOLL (Austria),                 
S. PAIKKALA (Finland), M. DHIEB 
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(Tunesia), A. HERZEN (Russian 
Federation).

Session 5 (Field collection of names and 
names on maps): papers presented by Y. 
MILENINA & A. DOMARANSKIY   
(Ukraine), B. ZAGÓRSKI (Poland), R. 
REINSMA (Netherlands), H. SUNG, J. 
KIM, H. KIM & W. LEE (Republic of 
Korea).

Symposion on place-name changes, 
Rome, Italy, 17-18 November 2014: The 
symposion had jointly been organized with 
the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei (the 
Italian Academy of Sciences) and took 
place in its headquarter, the Villa 
Farnesina. It saw 53 registered participants 
and 40 paper presentations. It was 
organized by Peter JORDAN (Austria) and 
Cosimo PALAGIANO (Italy). 

The papers in the sequence of their 
presentation: 

Session 1 (General approaches, 
methodology):
P. WOODMAN (United Kingdom), J. 
TORT I DONADA (Spain), P. MÁCHA 
(Czechia), R. REINSMA (Netherlands), P. 
TÁTRAI & Á. ERŐSS (Hungary), R. 
STANI-FERTL (Austria), E. 
CAFFARELLI (Italy), J.-L. VAXELAIRE 
(Belgium); 

Session 2 (Country studies):
C. PALAGIANO, L. CASSI, E. POLI (all 

Italy), M.D. GORDÓN PERAL & St. 
RUHSTALLER (Spain), M. MANDOLA 
(France/Poland), F. ORMELING 
(Netherlands), P.A. WEENINK 
(Netherlands), B. SUDIŢU, I. NICOLAE & 
C. BUTEREZ (Romania), P. DE 
MENEZES (Brazil), H. RAGHOEBAR 
(Suriname), E. CALVARIN (France); 

Session 3 (Regional studies):
L. FEDERZONI, F. LUCCHESI & M. 
GRAVA, F.  ZAN (all Italy), S. YI 
(Republic of Korea); 

Session 4 (Place-name changes in urban 
space):
G. AMIOTTI, M. MALVASI, G.P. 
SCARATTI,, T. BANINI (all Italy), M. 
GERŠIČ & D. KLADNIK (Slovenia), Zs. 
BARTOS-ELEKES (Romania), W. 
HUANG (China-Taipei), St. NYSTRÖM, 
M. WAHLBERG (both Sweden), A. 
BEKKOUCHE (Algeria), Th. DU 
PLESSIS, J.-M. STEENKAMP & Th. DU 
PLESSIS (both South Africa), A. 
COLLAZO ALLEN (Switzerland); 

Session 5 (Multicultural situations):
Á. ERŐSS & P. TÁTRAI (Hungary), J. 
BENEDEK, R. RUSU (both Romania), I. 
CRLJENKO & I. ZUPANC (Croatia); 

Session 6 (The impact of specific historical 
events on place-name changes):
G. LUCARNO (Italy), B. ATOUI 
(Algeria), P. KANG (China-Taipei), P. 
JORDAN (Austria). 

Proceedings were published in January 
2016 as Volume 5 of the toponymic book 
series Name & Place, edited by Peter 
JORDAN and Paul WOODMAN, financed 
by Peter JORDAN.

In the framework of the IGU Regional 
Conference, Moscow [Moskva], 17-22
August 2015, a session without a specific 
thematic focus with 10 papers took place. 
The local organizer was Andrey HERZEN 
(Russian Federation). 

The papers were presented by (in the 
sequence of presentation) Cosimo 
PALAGIANO (Italy), Ruth AGHEYEVYA 
(Russian Federation), Riemer REINSMA 
(Netherlands), Peter RAPER (South 
Africa), Natalia ALEXEENKO & Svetlana 
MIKAHEEVA, Tatiana SOKOLOVA, 
Dominique BADORIOTTI (all Russian 
Federation), Jack KEILO (France), Tomasz 
WITES (Poland) and Andrey HERZEN 
(Russian Federation).
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As a pre-conference event of ICC Rio de 
Janeiro a Symposion on Atlases, 
Toponymy and the History of 
Cartography, Rio de Janeiro, 20-21 
August 2015 was organized jointly with 
the ICA Commission on Atlases 
(chair: Peter JORDAN, Austria) and the 
ICA Commission on the History of 
Cartography (chair: Elri LIEBENBERG, 
South Africa) as well as the Brazilian 
Institute of Geography and Statistics 
(IBGE), which hosted the event with Ana 
RESENDE (Brazil) as the main organizer. 
The symposium had a majority of Brazilian 
participants and Brazilian topics were 
predominantly featured. Papers on 
toponymy were presented by (in the 
sequence of presentation) Paulo DE 
MENEZES, Ana RESENDE et al. (both 
Brazil) and Yaïves FERLAND (Canada). 
Visits to the National Library and the Navy 
Museum completed the programme. 
Proceedings including a selection of papers 
presented are under elaboration, edited by 
Ana RESENDE on behalf of IBGE and 
with support of the Swiss Statistical Office.

In the framework of the 27th International 
Cartographic Conference, Rio de 
Janeiro, 23-28 August 2015, two sessions 
with nominally 4 papers each took place, 
but just Yaïves FERLAND (Canada), J.M. 
YOUNG (United States), G.R. MOREIRA 
et al. (Brazil), A. REIMER (Netherlands), I. 
FARAGÓ & J. JENEJ (Hungary), 
Catherine DOMINGUES (France)  and 
Teimo LESKINEN (Finland) presented.

In the framework of EuGeo Budapest, 30 
August – 2 September 2015, a session 
with a focus on the role of place names in 
geographical education organized by Peter 
JORDAN (Austria) with 2 panels and 12 
papers took place. 

Papers were presented by (in the sequence 
of presentation) Hein RAGHOEBAR 
(Suriname), Cosimo PALAGIANO (Italy), 
Peter JORDAN (Austria), Peter RAPER 
(South Africa), Ivana CRLJENKO & 
Ružica VUK (Croatia), Joan TORT I 

DONADA (Spain), Botolv HELLELAND 
(Norway), Wojciech WŁOSKOWICZ 
(Poland), Peter KANG (China-Taipei), 
Zane CEKULA (Latvia), Isaeva 
EKATERINA (Canada) and Federica 
FRONDIZI et al. (Italy)

The Symposion “Place names, diversity 
and heritage”, Clarens, Free State, South 
Africa, 17-18 September 2015 was jointly 
organized with the Unit for Language 
Facilitation and Empowerment of the 
University of the Free State. Theodorus DU 
PLESSIS, Peter RAPER and Chrismi-
Rinda LOTH (all South Africa) were the 
main local organizers. The symposium had 
26 participants from 7 countries (South 
Africa 18, Zimbabwe and Slovenia 2 each, 
USA, Brazil, Italy and Austria 1 each). 

19 papers were presented by (in the 
sequence of presentation) Peter RAPER, 
Barbara MEIRING (both South Africa), 
Peter JORDAN (Austria), Lucie 
MOELLER, Johann LUBBE (both South 
Africa), Matjaž GERŠIČ & Drago 
KLADNIK (Slovenia), Carol LOMBARD 
(USA), Burgert SENEKAL (South Africa), 
Tendai MANGENA & Prosper MUZAMBI 
(Zimbabwe), Johan Lodewyk MARAIS & 
Christa MORRISON, Adrian KOOPMAN 
(all South Africa), Kizito MUCHEMWA 
(Zimbabwe), Bertie NEETHLING, Joan 
STEENKAMP & Theodorus DU PLESSIS, 
Theodorus DU PLESSIS (all South Africa), 
Cosimo PALAGIANO (Italy), Paulo DE 
MENEZES (Brazil), Corrie 
GELDENHUYS and Sibusiso NTULI 
(both South Africa). Trueman KUBHEKA 
(South Africa) gave a dinner speech. 
Proceedings will be published as a special 
issue of Nomina Africana, the peer-
reviewed South African names journal, 
edited by Lucie MOELLER and Peter 
RAPER.

2.2. New ideas and insights identified 
and their theoretical and practical 
implications
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Place names have always been studied by 
several disciplines and for diverse reasons. 
Until recently, however, they were 
approached predominantly as "windows 
into the past". Research in these areas has 
been very productive and continues to be 
developed by a number of investigators. In 
recent years, however, we can observe an 
important development in place names 
research across social sciences, namely in 
anthropology and geography that represents 
a break with the past. Rather, the new 
approaches emphasize the contemporaneity 
of place names (while not ignoring their 
historical roots) and study them in relation 
to the political constitution, and 
contestation of place, landscape, and 
identity.

Initial propositions of these new 
perspectives on place names have been put 
forth by Yi-Fu TUAN within geography 
and Keith BASSO in cultural anthropology. 
Both argue that naming is a very 
fundamental social and existential practice 
whereby people establish their relationship 
with the space they occupy. TUAN showed 
that human spatial perception is structured 
by language, place names playing an 
important role in our perception and 
representation of the environment. BASSO 
specified place naming as a way of 
writing/making history and relating to the 
world at a very fundamental, existential 
level, place names being closely tied to our 
identity.

However, there is yet another dimension to 
place names – power. We are not, and 
never have been, in equal positions to name 
places, individually or collectively. Place 
names may constitute cultural heritage and 
may be important for establishing and 
reproducing social identities, but they are 
also loaded with emotions, alternative 
interpretations and contested histories and 
as such they are not politically innocent. As 
TUAN shows, they must be understood in 
the context of the present relations of 
power, which (strive to) reproduce 
themselves in space by various material and 

non-material practices, one of them being 
place names.

It is precisely this focus on the politics of 
place naming that the so-called “critical 
toponymy” has developed. Critical 
toponymy is a lively current within 
contemporary place- name research that 
critically examines the relationship between 
toponymy and power. It analyzes ways, in 
which political regimes and movements use 
place names to claim territories, erase 
linguistic traces of original populations, 
gain political legitimity, delegitimize other 
political forces, naturalize certain versions 
of history and silence dissent.

This is the conceptual basis from which our 
Commission departs and the framework 
within which aspects have further been 
elaborated in all our sessions and symposia, 
thus developing a young and promising 
branch of our science further.
A major achievement are certainly the 
proceedings of the symposion on place-
name changes in Rome, November 2014. 
Place-name changes are clearly indicating 
the symbolic role of place names as 
markers of geographical features, territories 
and space-related identities. The book as a 
result of our considerations shows that at 
any time the replacement of the dominant 
political or cultural force within a given 
society can result in place-name changes, 
but that the commercialisation of our 
societies also has its impact on toponymy. 
New commercial names replace traditional 
ones, prompting the question whether place 
names should perhaps be regarded as a part 
of the cultural heritage and be protected for 
this very reason. Sometimes it is also the 
prestige of a name not necessarily 
‘commercial’ in the narrow sense that 
counts, and makes the inhabitants of a 
street or urban quarter vote for it.

Upheavals of the namescape are certainly 
caused by a change of dominant political 
forces. But the emergence of new official 
names, e.g., due to standardization and 
public recognition of place names of 
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indigenous and non-dominant groups, can 
also result from new cultural directions and 
attitudes in a given and otherwise stable 
society – when for example strong efforts 
are made to codify the languages of 
indigenous peoples and to display their 
place names subsequently in public space.

The book addresses all these aspects. It also 
shows how place-name changes are 
received and accepted by the users, i.e. the 
local community and the outside world. It 
frequently occurs that the old and the new 
name remain in use simultaneously for 
some time – the use differing by age
groups, political directions, or between 
‘insiders’ and people from the outside. 
Reception of a new name can also be 
affected by the motivation for the name 
change or by its historical and political 
background and appropriateness.

Besides the major theme of place-name 
changes the Commission has also discussed 
new aspects related to the public 
representation place names of non-
dominant groups and what this means for 
them as well as of the endonyms/exonym 
divide and their correlation with the 
sociological concepts of “ours” and 
“theirs”.

2.3. Future Meetings

29th UNGEGN Session, Bangkok, 25-29 
April 2016: Presentation of the 
Commission in a side event.

IGU Congress, Beijing, 21-25 August 
2016: Commission session titled “Place 
names as social constructs”. So far about 10 
abstracts submitted.

Regional Pan-American Symposium on 
Toponymy; in co-operation with PAIGH, 
IBGE and ICSU Americas, Rio de 
Janeiro, 15 – 17 March, 2017. Main topic 
not yet defined.

Pre-conference symposium of ICC 
Washington D.C. jointly with the ICA 

Commission on the History of 
Cartography, 29-30 June 2017. Main 
topic not yet defined.

International Cartographic Conference, 
Washington D.C., 2-7 July 2017: The 
ICA/IGU Commission will have its usual 
toponymic sessions.

Symposion “Place names, diversity and 
heritage”, Windhoek, Namibia, 18-20 
September 2017 locally organized by the 
Unit for Language Facilitation and 
Empowerment of the University of the Free 
State.

IGU Regional Conference, Quebec, 6-10 
August 2018: The ICA/IGU Commission 
will organize a session.

International Cartographic Conference, 
Tokyo, 1-5 July 2019: The ICA/IGU 
Commission will have its usual toponymic 
sessions.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

ICA History of Cartography 
Commission, ICA Commission on 
Atlases

The Seminar “Historical maps, atlas maps, 
and toponymy”, Leipzig, Germany, 21-23 
August 2013 was jointly organized with the 
ICA Commission on the History of 
Cartography (chair: Elri LIEBENBERG, 
South Africa) and the ICA Commission on 
Atlases (chair: Peter JORDAN, Austria).

The Symposion on Atlases, Toponymy and 
the History of Cartography, Rio de Janeiro, 
20-21 August 2015 was jointly organized 
with the ICA Commission on Atlases 
(chair: Peter JORDAN, Austria) and the 
ICA Commission on the History of 
Cartography(chair: Elri LIEBENBERG, 
South Africa).
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3.2. Collaboration with other groups

United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names (UNGEGN)

The Commission reports regularly in the 
UNGEGN Bulletin about its activities (see 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEG
N/bulletin.html) and held a presentation in 
every UNGEGN session since 2012. Peter 
JORDAN, Commission vice-chair, is long-
term head of the Austrian delegation to 
UNGEGN and United Nations Conferences 
on the Standardization of Geographical 
Names and since 2006 Convenor of the 
Working Group on Exonyms, one of 10 
UNGEGN working groups. Cosimo 
PALAGIANO and Paulo DE MENEZES, 
the two Commission chairs, participate as 
IGU and ICA observers in UNGEGN 
sessions. Also the Steering Committee 
members Sungjae CHOO, Ferjan 
ORMELING and Peter RAPER are closely 
related to UNGEGN: Sungjae CHOO is the 
Convenor the UNGEGN Working Group 
on Evaluation and Implementation, Ferjan 
ORMELING the Convenor of the Working 
Group on Training Courses in Toponymy 
and UNGEGN vice-chair, and Peter 
RAPER is a past UNGEGN chair. It is not 
too much to say that co-operation between 
the Commission and UNGEGN is basic and 
that the two have complementary functions:  
while UNGEGN focuses on standardization
issues and is multidisciplinary (including 
linguists and historians), the Commission 
promotes research in the fields of 
geography and cartography.

International Council of Onomastic 
Sciences (ICOS)

Peter JORDAN is ICOS member and 
organized the Section “Onomastics and 
Geography” at the 24th ICOS Congress in 
Barcelona, Spain, 2011. Many ICOS 
members participate in Commission 
sessions and symposia.

International Cartographic Association 
(ICA)

It is evident that the Commission links IGU 
and ICA. It is the image of self of the 
Commission not to be composed of two 
branches, but to combine the two sciences 
and to combine forces for joint efforts.

4. Publications

(Semestrale di Studi e Ricerche di 
Geografia, XXV, 2, Roma 2013: special 
issue including toponymy papers presented 
at the IGU Regional Conference Kyoto, 
Japan, 4-9 August 2013. 

Peter JORDAN, Paul WOODMAN (eds.) 
(2016), Place-Name Changes. Proceedings 
of the Symposion in Rome, 17-18
November 2014 (= Name & Place, 5). 
Hamburg, Dr. Kovač, 492 p. ISBN 978-3-
8300-8423-5. 

Seminar “Historical maps, atlas maps, and 
toponymy”, Leipzig, Germany, 21-23
August 2013: to be published as a volume 
of the book series “Forum IfL” available 
open access, edited by Jana MOSER on 
behalf of the Leipzig Institute of Regional 
Geography.

Symposion on Atlases, Toponymy and the 
History of Cartography, Rio de Janeiro, 20-
21 August 2015: to be published as an 
individual book, edited by Ana RESENDE 
on  behalf of the Brazilian Institute of 
Geography and Statistics (IBGE) and the 
Swiss Statistical Office.

Symposion “Place names, diversity and 
heritage”, Clarens, Free State, South Africa, 
17- 18 September 2015: to be published as 
a special issue of Nomina Africana, the 
peer- reviewed South African names 
journal, edited by Lucie MOELLER and 
Peter RAPER.
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5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The United Nations recognised the 
significance of geographical names 
standardization as early as 1960, when it 
established an expert group in this field (the 
United Nations Group  of Experts on 
Geographical Names, UNGEGN) – one of 
just six active permanent expert United 
Nations groups. Many countries have also 
recognised the subject’s significance by 
establishing national or regional boards on 
geographical names. Within the 
International Council of Onomastic 
Sciences (ICOS), too, toponomastics is 
attracting increasing interest, as indeed it is 
within the basic disciplines involved in 
onomastic research, especially linguistics, 
cartography and geography.

It is certainly an advantage of UNGEGN 
and ICOS to be organized in 
multidisciplinary way and to facilitate in 
this way interdisciplinary discussions and 
work. But it also makes sense to have a 
toponomastic forum within IGU and ICA to 
encourage engagement of geographers and 
cartographers, resp., in this field. 
Geographers are able to contribute a lot to 
research into questions like the role of place 
names for space-related identity building or 
as mediators between communities and 
place. For cartographers certainly the role 
and function of place names on maps is in 
the focus of research interests. Thus, a 
toponomastic forum within IGU and ICA 
creates an added value compared to 
UNGEGN and ICOS.

Mission according to ICA statutes

• To act jointly with IGU fostering the 
geographic and cartographic research 
on all fields involving toponymy;

• to disseminate the scientific knowledge 
on processing and use of toponyms 
within geography and cartography;

• to verify the use of other sciences' 
toponymy concepts, such as 

anthropology, linguistics and others, in 
favour of cartography and geography;

• to maintain contacts and scientific 
exchange with UNGEGN and ICOS, 
such as by organizing joint events;

• to support and encourage the
elaboration and publication of 
gazetteers, toponymic data files and 
toponymic reference systems (such as 
EuroGeoNames);

• to organize regional joint IGU/ICA 
events (workshops, symposia and 
others) with IGU and ICA members;

• to participate in IGU and ICA Regional 
and Main Conferences;

• to organize and maintain a website to 
facilitate contact between researchers 
in the field of toponymy and 
disseminate source material and 
literature available to the community 
and the general public alike;

• to organize and publish books, chapters 
and encourage paper publishing in 
specialized journals and the 
International Journal of Cartography.

5.2. Steering Committee

CHOO, Sungjae, Prof. 
Republic of Korea
SC member since 2011
Kyung Hee University
Department of Geography
Email: sjchoo@khu.ac.kr

FERLAND, Yaïves
Canada
SC member since 2011
Université Laval
Département de géomatique
Email: Yaives.Ferland@hst.ulaval.ca

JORDAN, Peter
Austria
Common IGU/ICA vice-chair since 2015 
SC member since 2011)
Austrian Academy of Sciences
Institute of Urban and Regional Research
Email: peter.jordan@oeaw.ac.at
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MENEZES, Paulo de
Brazil
ICA co-chair since 2015
SC member and co- chair of the ICA 
Working Group since 2011
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 
Geography Department
GeoCart - Laboratory of Cartography
Email: pmenezes@acd.ufrj.br

ORMELING, Ferjan
Netherlands
SC member since 2011
Utrecht University
Faculty of Geographical Sciences
Email: f.ormeling@geo.uu.nl

PALAGIANO, Cosimo
Italy
IGU co-chair and SC member since 2011
Email: cosimo.palagiano@uniroma1.it

RAPER, Peter E.
South Africa
SC member since 2011
University of the Free State
Unit for Language Facilitation and 
Empowerment
Email: raperpe1@iburst.co.za

WATANABE, Kohei
Japan
SC member since 2011
Teikyo University
Email: kw10004@cam.ac.uk

5.3. Future work plan

Flagship project

Establishing a geographical names 
consortium of several universities, where 
according to a common curriculum 
approved by the Commission and with 
lectors (among others) from the 
Commission courses in toponymy are 
offered. This project evolves from an idea 
and initiative of Peter RAPER and 
Theodorus DU PLESSIS (both South 
Africa) and is to start with some 

universities in South Africa and later to 
spread to other countries and continents. 
This project conforms to the task “to 
disseminate the scientific knowledge on 
processing and use of toponyms within 
geography and cartography” in the 
Commission’s terms of reference. It has 
been initiated also with the consent and 
kind support of the convenor of the 
UNGEGN Working Group on Training 
Courses in Toponymy, Ferjan 
ORMELING, and will complement 
UNGEGN courses, which will also be 
continued.

Research agenda for geographers and 
cartographers

- Functions of place names on maps
- Rendering of place names on maps: 

e.g. When to use endonyms, when 
exonyms? Script conversion. Which 
features are to be named?

- Name placement on maps: e.g. 
Selection principles, when space is 
rare? Does every map feature need a 
name? Does lettering distort content 
density perception?

- Principles for creating new place 
names: e.g. with commercial naming, 
street names, commemorative naming 
in general.

- Place names as expression of time- or 
space-related identity: e.g. Why do 
they have this function? What do they 
indicate? What do they mean for non-
dominant groups? What does this mean 
for legal regulations? What is the 
meaning of the endonym/exonym 
divide in this context?

- Place name/feature relation: e.g. Up to 
where have a name endonym status? 
Can sea names be endonyms?

- Motives for place naming: e.g. Cultural 
background of the name-giving 
community? Synchronic and dia-
chronic diversity of naming motives? 
What do place names tell us about 
name-giving communities? 
Transparent and opaque names. 
Motives of our times: 
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commercialisation versus preservation 
of the cultural heritage. Place-name 
changes and their driving forces?

- Place names and administration: e.g. 
Administrative competences for place 
names? Street names as a case in point. 
Street naming in multilingual urban 
quarters. Naming when administrative 
units (municipalities, districts) are 
merged. Treatment of place names of 
non- dominant and indigenous groups. 

- Place-name boards and committees of 
all administrative levels and their 
responsibilities.

- Place names and transportation: e.g. 
Naming on road signposts, naming in 
the railway system, naming in air 
transportation.

Place-name conflicts: e.g. What do place-
name conflicts indicate? Backgrounds and 
reasons of current conflicts. Best practice in 
solving place-name conflicts.

 

C12.37 Transformation Processes in Megacities

 
1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Prof. Dr. Frauke Kraas (Chair)
Institute of Geography
University of Cologne 
Köln, Germany 
Email: f.kraas@uni-koeln.de

Prof. Dr. Martin Coy (Co-Chair) 
Institut für Geographie 
Universität Innsbruck
Innsbruck, Austria 
Email: martin.coy@uibk.ac.at

Prof. Dr. Surinder Aggarwal
Department of Geography
Delhi School of Economics 
Delhi University
Delhi, India
Email: surinder_aggarwal@hotmail.com 
and/or surinder1@vsnl.com 

Prof. Dr. Lee Boon Thong
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic 
Affairs) 
Nilai University
Nilai, Malaysia
Email: boonthong.lee@gmail.com

Prof. Dr. Marcelo Lopes de Souza
Rua. Gal., Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Email: mlopesdesouza@terra.com.br

Prof. Dr. Sue Parnell 
University of Cape Town
Cape Town, South Africa
Email: susan.parnell@uct.ac.za

Prof. Dr. William D. Solecki 
Department of Geography
Hunter College
City University of New York 
New York, NY, U.S.A. 
Email: wsolecki@hunter.cuny.edu

Prof. Dr. David Simon 
Department of Geography
Royal Holloway University of London 
Egham, Surrey, UK
Email: D.Simon@rhul.ac.uk

Prof. Dr. Xue Desheng
Department of Urban and Regional 
Planning 
Sun Yat-sen (Zhongshan) University 
Guangzhou City, Guangdong, PR China 
Email: eesxds@mail.sysu.edu.cn 

Dr. Zin Nwe Myint
Department of Geography 
University of Yangon 
Yangon, Myanmar



- 325 -

323
 

1.2. Corresponding Members

Austria 7 Finland 3 Malaysia 6 Philippines 9
Bangladesh 5 France 1 Mexico 2 Russia 3
Brazil 4 Germany 49 Myanmar 12 South Africa 2
Cambodia 3 India 12 Namibia 1 Singapore 5
Canada 5 Indonesia 11 Nepal 1 Switzerland 13
Chile 2 Japan 16 Netherlands 4 Thailand 16
China 16 Laos 3 Norway 1 UK 16
Egypt 2 Latvia 1 Pakistan 1 USA 26

Vietnam 7

2. Meetings

Meetings of and with the commission have 
been organized by the commission directly 
or about one or more of the commission’s 
members. Several cooperative research 
programs or individual research projects 
have been conducted, and one research 
network exists. The listed meetings, 
conferences, seminars and workshops are –
apart from the ones during IGU congresses 
and regional conferences – not necessarily 
organized by the commission and under its 
“roof” alone but often in the context of 
wider and joint activities from one or more 
commission members.

13.01.2014: Workshop: Urban Heritage 
in Megacity Yangon. University of 
Yangon/Myanmar. 

Aim: Conceptualisation of a 
comprehensive, integrative urban heritage-
oriented megaurban development. Topics: 
People and place, urban heritage concepts, 
communicating heritage.

14.03.2014: Workshop: Recent Mega-
urbanisation and Transformation 
Processes of Myanmar and Yangon.
University of Yangon/Myanmar. 

Aim: Exchange on key challenges of mega-
urbanisation. Topics: trends and lessons 

learnt from other megacities in Asia, urban 
drivers in transformation processes.

24./25.10.2014: Future Megacities: 
Priorities for Sustainable Development.
Networked Challenges: Tectonics –
Megacities – Urban Planning. 1st 
German- Turkish Science Dialogue. 
German-Turkish Year of Science.
Istanbul Technical University. Funding: 
Leopoldina and Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation. Istanbul 38 participants from 
the academy and different universities of 
Turkey

Aim: Dialogue between scientists and 
practitioners on key challenges of 
megaurbanisation. Key questions: Urban 
risk management and communication, 
principles of integrated urban planning in 
risk- and disaster-prone areas, adaptation 
and mitigation, citizen’s science and 
transformative governance.

27.10.2014: Urban Heritage: Key 
principles and considerations. Workshop 
“Delhi’s Heritage in the 21st century”.
Funding/cooperation: DFG, INTACH, 
SPA, International Centre, Delhi/India. 
42 participants from different Indian 
universities, urban planning and heritage 
practitioners. 
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Aim: Exchange between scientists, 
administration and civil society. Topics: 
Principles of urban heritage, heritage 
legislation, heritage-based economic 
development, heritage education and 
cultural perception of urban heritage.

17.1.2015: International Conference: 
Building the Future: The Role of 
Heritage in the Sustainable Development 
of Yangon: Integrating Heritage and 
Urban Planning. Yangon/Myanmar.
Funding: World Monument Fund New 
York
About 60 international participants from 
several countries. 

Aim: Exchange about recent heritage 
concepts in planning and development. 
Topics: Principles of tangible and 
intangible heritage, governance of heritage, 
heritage tourism, financing heritage, 
communicating heritage, the role of the 
civil society, heritage networks, arts and 
heritage.

25.-27.03.2015, African Centre for Cities, 
University of Capetown/South Africa.
China-Africa Urban Studies Workshop: 
Starting from the South

Aim: Comparative analysis of urbanization 
policies and patterns in South Africa and 
eastern China. Focus on three specific 
empirical themes which feature strongly in 
research in both contexts and which will 
bear comparative examination:

1) The role of the state in orchestrating 
development, and civil society 
responses to this. Contrasts may be 
drawn between adaptive and nuanced 
state interventions, with wider support 
and consent; and forms of conflict and 
contestation. 

2) Comparative examination of the 
impacts on contemporary urban 
development of migration to cities 
under the hukou system in Chinese 
cities and the legacy of influx controls 

during the apartheid regime in South 
Africa. 

3) Comparative examination of the 
growth of peri-urban settlements (e.g. 
informal and satellite cities); fostering 
cross-cultural global South 
comparative urban studies to develop 
in-depth, nuanced accounts of 
contemporary urbanization. 

17.-19.6.2015: Workshop: 
Transformation Processes in the Urban 
System of Southeast Asia. Global South 
Studies Centre (GSSC), University of 
Cologne/Germany. 

Aim: Exchange on concepts of societal and 
economic transformation processes.

7.-13.9.2015: International Conference 
“Urban Systems in Southeast Asia”, Nay 
Pyi Taw and Mandalay/Myanmar

Aim: Long exchange, field surveys and 
practical fieldwork among 25 international 
participants jointly together with 10 local 
experts. Participants from: Cambodia, 
Germany, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam.
Topics: Urban systems – shape, regional 
policies, transport infrastructure, financial 
transfers, decentralisation and 
deconcentration, the role of regional towns.

28./29.9.2015: International Workshop 
“Housing Policy in Megacities and 
Towns in Southeast Asia”. University of 
Cologne

4.10.2015: Annual Conference. Session 
on “Urban fringe development in 
emerging economies and developing 
countries: Transformations in urban 
landscapes”. German Congress for 
Geography. Humboldt University 
Berlin/Germany. 68 participants. 

Aim of the session: Comparative analysis 
of different urban fringe structures, 
processes and developments.
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4.10.2015: Annual Conference. Session 
on “Societal change and urban 
transformation in Southeast Asia”.
German Congress for Geography. 
Humboldt University Berlin/Germany. 
About 70 participants. 

Aim of the session: State-of-the- art 
presentations on recent societal changes in 
the transformation process of urban 
Southeast Asia.

20-22.10.2015: International Conference: 
2nd Inter-national Urban Operations 
Conference. Session: Flood Risk 
Adaptation Strategies in Coastal 
Megacities: Lessons from Southeast and 
South Asia. TECHNET Europe 2015, 1st 
European Geoinformation Symposium and 
Exposition "Urbanisation, Migration, 
Disaster Relief: Key Challenges of the 
Future". AFCEA Europe. Berlin/Germany.

6-8.1.2016: International Conference: 
The 13th International Asian 
Urbanisation Conference (AURA). 
Rapid Urbanisation and Sustainable 
Development in Asia. Universitas Gadjah 
Mada. Yogyakarta/Indonesia

30.5.2016: Humanity on the move –
Unlocking the transformative power of 
cities. 2nd Intergovernmental meeting of 
the “Sino-German Working Group on 
Urbanisation”. Delegation of the Ministry 
of Housing and Urban-Rural Development 
of PR China (MoHURD). German Federal 
Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety 
(BMUB). Berlin.

31.5.2016: International Workshop:
Climate Policy in urban areas without 
eviction. Anchoring human rights 
principles in the urban agenda. Misereor. 
Berlin/Germany

22-25.8.2016: 
International Geographical Congress 
(IGC) in Beijing/China
The commission organised 3 sessions with 
13 announced and 10 present speakers. 
Sessions: Megacity Development and 
Governance, Informality and the 
Transformation of Governance, 
Transformation of Megaurban Economies.
Between 25 and 31 international colleagues 
participated in the session.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

The Megacity Commission stays in contact 
with the following commissions, though 
without joint activities:

- C12.18 Hazard and Risk
- C12.32 Mountain Response to Global 

Change
- C12.39 Urban Commission: Urban 

Challenges in a Complex World

3.2. Collaboration with other groups

The commission was/is connected to 
several international expert networks:

- Collaborative research program and 
network: Priority program “Megacities 
– Megachallenge: Informal Dynamics 
of Global Change” in Pearl River 
Delta/China and Dhaka/Bangladesh, 
about 80 scientists in Bangladesh, 
China and Germany are working 
together, from 16 disciplines

- Collaborative research program and 
network: “Future Megacities in 
Balance – New Alliances for Energy-
and Climate-Efficient Solutions” 
(BMBF)

- UN Habitat Nairobi. Participation in 
the writing teams of the ten policy 
papers for the UN Habitat III 
Conference. Policy Paper 1: The rights 
to the City.
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- FutureEarth: Urbanisation Group
- ICLEI – Local Governments for 

Sustainability: Governance of Cities
- UGEC Urbanisation and Global 

Environmental Change
- Expert network “ForUm for Urban 

Future in Southeast Asia”. 
www.forum-urban- futures.net/

- German Advisory Council on Global 
Change: http://www.wbgu.de/en/home/

- OurSus – Global Sustainable Cities: 
http://www.oursus.org/

4. Publications

4.1. Special Journal Issues

The following special issues were 
published (with the participation of at least 
two, usually more members of the 
Megacity Commission) in the journals:

- Die Erde: Informal Dynamics of 
Megacity Dhaka

- Zeitschrift für Wirtschaftsgeographie: 
Informal Dynamics in Asian 
Megacities

- Geographische Zeitschrift: Megacities 
in China – Informal Dynamics of 
Global Change

- disP – The Planning Review
- ASIEN – The German Journal of 

Contemporary Asia

4.2. Books

In the following book publications and 
book series editing, two or more members 
of the commission participated.

Kraas, F., S. Aggarwal, M. Coy, G. Mertins 
(eds.) (2014): Megacities – Our global 
urban future. Heidelberg (Springer). 225 S., 
published in connection with the 
International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE).

The commission has, in connection with the 
mentioned joint research programs and 
networks established a reviewed book 
series for quality reviewed PhD thesis, 
conference outcomes and monographs, with 

Franz Steiner Publishers, Stuttgart: 
International Book Series: “Megacities and 
Global Change”, Editors: Frauke Kraas, 
Martin Coy, Peter Herrle und Volker 
Kreibich
In total, 20 books have been published 
since 2011. In 2012-16, 18 books were 
already published and two are currently in 
print.

4.3. Commission website

The webpage of the commission can be 
found at: http://www.megacities.uni-
koeln.de/.

5. Archival Contributions

Material sent to IGU archives (copies of 
publications):

Most of the above mentioned publications 
will be sent to the IGU archives in digital 
version (not the book publications).

Photographs from meetings, field 
excursions, other events.

Several photos from meetings and 
fieldwork can be provided to the IGU 
archives upon request.
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C12.38 Transport and Geography

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair:
Professor Richard Knowles
School of Environment & Life Sciences
University of Salford
Greater Manchester, United Kingdom
Email r.d.knowles@salford.ac.uk

Vice Chair:
Professor Becky Loo
Department of Geography
The University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong
People’s Republic of China
E-mail bpyloo@hkucc.hku.hk

Secretary:
Professor Yves Boquet
Departement de geographie
UFR Sciences Humaines
Universite de Bourgogne
Dijon, France
E-mail yves.boquet@u-bourgogne.fr

Treasurer:
Professor Andrew Goetz
Department of Geography
University of Denver
Denver CO, United States of America
E-mail agoetz@du.edu

Professor Kevin O’Connor
Department of Urban Planning
University of Melbourne, Australia
kevin.oconnor@unimelb.edu.au

Dr Naznin Afrose Huq
Department of Geography
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh
nahuq57@gmail.com

Professor Jacques Charlier 
University of Louvain la Neuve, Belgium
charlier@geog.ucl.ac.be
(2012-2014)

Dr Frederic Dobruszkes
Universite Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium
fdobrusz@ulb.ac.be
(From 2015)

Dr Antonio Nelson Rodrigues da Silva
University of Sao Paulo, Sao Carlos, Brazil
anelson@sc.usp.br
(From 2015)

Professor Becky Lo
Department of Geography
University of Hong Kong, China
bpyloo@hku.hk

Professor Yves Boquet 
Departement de geographie
Universite de Bougogne, France
yves.boquet@u-bourgogne.fr

Dr Martin Lanzendorf
Department of Geography
University of Frankfurt, Germany
lanzendorf@em.uni-frankfurt.de
(2012-2014)

Professor Yuji Murayama 
Department of Geography and 
Environment
University of Tsukuba, Japan
mura@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp

Dr Daniel Mabazza
Department of Geography
University of Phillipines, Phillipines
daniel.mabazza@up.edu.ph

Professor Zbigniew Taylor  
Polish Academy of Sciences
Warsaw, Poland
z.taylor@twarda.pan.pl
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Professor Gordon Pirie  
African Centre for Cities
University of Cape Town, South Africa
gordon.pirie@uct.ac.za

Professor Richard Knowles  
School of Environment & Life Sciences
University of Salford, UK
r.d.knowles@salford.ac.uk

Professor Andrew Goetz 
Department of Geography
University of Denver, USA
agoetz@du.edu

1.2. Corresponding Members

Membership of the IGU Transport and Geography Commission now totals 146 members from 
37 countries. Membership include attendees and participants at Transport and Geography 
sessions held at IGU Santiago 2011, IGC Cologne 2012, IGU Kyoto 2013, IGU Krakow 2014 
and IGU Moscow 2015 as well as Steering Committee members.

25 Poland 4 Netherlands 2 Nigeria 1 Ghana
18 Japan 3 Belgium 2 Peru 1 Israel
16 Spain 3 Canada 2 Phillipines 1 Luxemborg
11 China 3 Czech Republic 2 Slovakia 1 Mexico
11 Russia 3 India 2 South Africa 1 Portugal
8 Germany 2 Australia 1 Argentina 1 Romania
7 France 2 Brazil 1 Bangladesh 1 Slovenia
7 USA 2 Hungary 1 Chile 1 Sri Lanka

1 Denmark 1 Ukraine

2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2013 – 2016

IGU Kyoto Regional Conference, Japan, 
August 2013

The Commission organised an extensive 
programme of papers and a field trip 
convened by local Commission member 
Professor Yuji Murayama and his colleague 
Dr Koichi Tanaka. Seven Commission 
steering committee members attended. Four 
sessions of papers were presented, two 
sessions on the theme of Transport and 
Regional/Urban Development and two 
sessions on the theme of Transport 
Geography in Asia and Australasia.

A full day Field Trip on ‘The Transport 
System in the Kansai Region’ featured 
visits to Kobe Port, Kobe Airport and 
Kansai International Airport with travel by 
Shinkansen (High Speed Bullet Train), Port 
Liner driverless train and Hankai Tramway 
(classical streetcar).

A report on Transport Geography in Japan 
by Dr Koichi Tanaka was published in the 
Journal of Transport Geography in 2014.

Commission Travel Awards for researchers 
from less developed/low income countries
The Commission decided to use most of its 
IGU subvention to offer one or two 
IGU/IGC Conference Travel Awards, 
starting with the 2014 IGU Regional 
Meeting in Krakow, Poland, of up to $475 
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each for researchers from less developed or 
low income countries. Transport and 
Geography Commission’s officers decide 
the recipients of these Travel Awards.
IGU Krakow Regional Conference, 
Poland, August 2014

The Commission organised an extensive 
programme convened by Professor Richard 
Knowles, Professor Yves Boquet and local 
IGU Commission member Professor 
Zbigniew Taylor. 

30 papers were presented in six sessions, 
and 3 poster presentations were made. 
Three sessions, convened by Professor 
Zbigniew Taylor and Professor Richard 
Knowles, were on the theme of 
Transformation of Transport Systems in 
Central and Eastern Europe, including 
trans-border issues, transport deregulation 
and privatisation, and tourism and 
transport. A further three sessions, 
convened by Professor Richard Knowles 
and Professor Yves Boquet, were on the 
theme of Geographical Impacts of 
Transport Investment and Transport Policy 
Change.

Award for Best Presentation at IGU/IGC 
conferences by an ‘Early Years’ academic 
The Commission decided to create an 
Award for Best Presentation of a paper at 
IGU/IGC conferences by an ‘Early Years’ 
academic (either a Postgraduate or junior 
faculty member under age 35) with a cash 
prize of $100 funded from the 
Commission’s IGU subvention. 

The Commission decided to jointly seek 
with the IGU Urban Commission a book 
contract to commemorate the late Sir Peter 
Hall’s outstanding contribution to the fields 
of transport and urban geography. The 
Chair (Professor Knowles) met with 
Springer publishers to discuss producing a 
book in their Pioneers in Science series. 
Professor Knowles completed negotiations 
with Springer, Professor Celine Rozenblat 
(Chair of the IGU Urban Commission) and 
seven authors to publish a book ‘Sir Peter 

Hall: Pioneer in Regional Planning, 
Transport and Urban Geography’ 
commemorating Peter Hall’s lifelong, 
ground breaking research. The manuscript 
was submitted to the publishers in August 
2015 and was published in February 2016.

IGU Moscow Regional Conference, 
Russia, August 2015

The Commission organised an extensive 
programme of papers under three thematic 
headings, convened by Commission 
officers Professors Andrew Goetz, Yves 
Boquet and Becky Loo and local Russian 
representatives Anastasia Lomakina and 
Vladmir Shuvalov

- Professor Andrew Goetz (University of 
Denver, USA) and Professor Becky 
Loo (University of Hong Kong) co-
convened a session on Geographical 
Impacts of Transport and Regional 
Development

- Professor Yves Boquet (University of 
Bourgogne, France) Anastasia 
Lomakina (Institute of Geography, 
Russian Academy of Sciences, 
Moscow), and Vladimir Shuvalov co-
convened a session on the theme 
Transport Development in Regions of 
High Latitudes or High Altitude 

- Professor Yves Boquet (University of 
Bourgogne, France) Anastasia 
Lomakina (Institute of Geography, 
Russian Academy of Sciences, 
Moscow), and Vladimir Shuvalov co-
convened a session on the theme of 
Russian Transport Issues: Cities, 
Regions and Neighbouring Countries

IGC Conference Beijing, China, 21-25
August 2016

The Transport and Geography Commission 
proposed six thematic sessions of research 
papers for IGC Beijing 2016, which were 
all accepted:
- Professor Richard Knowles (University 

of Salford, UK) and Professor Becky 
Loo (University of Hong Kong, China) 
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are convening a session on Smart 
Cities and Transit Oriented 
Development

- Dr Jiaoe Wang (National Resources 
Research, Beijing , China) and Dr 
Frederic Dobruszkes (Brussels 
University, Belgium) are convening 
two air transport sessions on, 
Comparative Air Transport 
Geographies: China and other BRIC 
Countries and on Comparative Air 
Transport Geographies: China and 
Europe/North America

- Professor Karen Lucas (University of 
Leeds, UK) and Dr Pengjun Zhao 
(Peking University, China) are 
convening a session on Transport and 
Social Equity

- James Wang (University of Hong 
Kong, China) is convening a session 
on Transport, Logistics and Global 
Consumption Networks

- Dr Jin Fengjun (China) and Dr Teqi 
Dai (China) are convening a session on 
High-speed Rail: Accessibility and 
Regional Development

2.2. Future Meetings

The Transport and Geography Commission 
will be organising sessions at the IGU 
Quebec Regional Conference in 2018 and 
the IGC Istanbul in 2020 and seeking joint 
meetings with the Urban Commission and 
other Commissions. 

The Transport and Geography Commission 
is also planning to hold joint sessions with 
local Transport Geography Research 
Groups at the annual conferences of the 
Royal Geographical Society, the 
Association of American Geographers, the 
Hong Kong Society for Transportation 
Studies and AK Verkehr.

Further publications are planned following 
the success of the book ‘Sir Peter Hall: 
Pioneer in Regional Planning, Transport 
and Urban Geography’ published by 
Springer.

3. Networking

The IGU Transport and Geography 
Commission has developed strong links 
with:

• the IGU Urban Commission and its 
Chair, Professor Celine Rozenblat, 
including a co-edited book published
in February 2016

• the IGU officers and other IGU 
Commissions and participating in the 
Commission Chairs Meeting at each 
IGU/IGC Conference

• TGRG (The Transport Geography 
Research Group of the Royal 
Geographical Society, with the 
Institute of British Geographers)

• TGSG (The Transportation Geography 
Specialty Group of the Association of 
American Geographers)

• AK Verkehr (German Transport 
Geography Research Group)

• HKSTS (The Hong Kong Society for 
Transportation Studies)

• The Journal of Transport Geography, 
which has 10 Commission members on 
its Editorial Board, including two 
Associate Editors, whilst the 
Commission’s Chair was Founding 
Editor from 1993-2012.

• Ashgate Publishing’s ‘Transport and 
Mobility’ book series 2000-2015 (in 
association with TGRG) where the 
Commission’s Chair was series Co-
Editor

• Edward Elgar publisher’s ‘Transport, 
Mobilities and Spatial Change’ book 
series from 2015 (in association with 
TGRG) where the Commission’s Chair 
is series Co-Editor

• The Elsevier journal Travel Behaviour 
and Society, where the Commission’s 
Vice Chair is Co-Editor

• The UK ESRC’s International 
Benchmarking Panel on Human 
Geography Research, where the 
Commission’s Chair was one of 13 
members of the Economic Geography 
Panel
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4. Publications

Knowles R.D. and Rozenblat C. (Eds) 
(2016) Sir Peter Hall: Pioneer in Regional 
Planning, Transport and Urban Geography, 
Springer Pioneers in Science Series, 
Springer Internal Publishing AG 
Switzerland 
ISBN 978-3-319-28054-7
ISBN 978-3-319-28056-1 (eBook)

An eight chapter book edited jointly by the 
Chairs of the IGU Transport and 
Geography Commission and the IGU 
Urban Commission.

Tanaka K. (2014) Transport Geography in 
Japan, Journal of Transport Geography, 34, 
305-306

Several IGU/IGC Conference papers
subsequently published in research 
journals: for example Knowles R.D. and 
Ferbrache F. (2015) Evaluation of wider 
economic impacts of light rail investment 
in cities, Journal of Transport Geography 
10pp. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.trangeo.2015.09.
002

Print version published in early 2016. 
Conference paper presented at the IGU 
Krakow Regional Meeting.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The mission of the IGU Transport and 
Geography Commission is to share and 
disseminate transport geography research at 
a global level in conjunction with national 
research groups and other IGU 
Commissions. Our research focuses on 
transport, mobilities and spatial change and 
relates to geographic theory. It involves the 
analysis of transport policies, processes and 
behaviours that influence the movement of 
people, goods and information. This 
research includes all modes of transport, at 
local, regional and global scales. 

Environmental, welfare and energy 
questions and economic and governance 
dimensions are also addressed. 
Dissemination of the Commission’s work 
will include further books, research journal 
papers and journal Special Issues.

5.2. Steering Committee

Professor Tim Ryley
Griffith University, Australia
t.ryley@griffith.edu.au

Dr Frederic Dobruszkes
Universite Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium
fdobrusz@ulb.ac.be

Dr Antonio Nelson Rodrigues da Silva
University of Sao Paulo, Sao Carlos, Brazil
anelson@sc.usp.br

Professor Claude Comtois
Universite de Montreal, Canada
claude.comtois@umontreal.ca

Dr Chia-Lin Chen
Xi’an Jiaotong Liverpool University
Suzhou, China
chia-lin.chen@xjtlu.edu.cn

Professor Yves Boquet
Universite de Bougogne, France
yves.boquet@u-bourgogne.fr
(To serve one year to provide continuity)

Professor Albert Abane
University of Cape Coast, Ghana
abanealbert@gmail.com

Professor Koichi Tanaka
Ibaraki University, Japan
gis@mx.ibaraki.ac.jp

Professor Markus Hesse
Universite de Luxembourg, Luxembourg
markus.hesse@uni.lu

Dr Ana Condeco-Melhorado
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain
amcondeco@gmail.com
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Richard Knowles (Chair elect) 
University of Salford, UK
r.d.knowles@salford.ac.uk

Professor Andrew Goetz
University of Denver, USA
agoetz@du.edu
(To serve for 1 year to provide continuity)

5.3. Future work plan

The Transport and Geography Commission 
will be:

1) Organising sessions at the IGU Quebec 
Regional Conference in 2018 and the 
IGC Istanbul in 2020 

2) Seeking joint meetings with the IGU 
Urban Commission and other IGU 
Commissions. 

3) Planning to hold joint sessions with 
local Transport Geography Research 
Groups at the annual conferences of 
the Royal Geographical Society (with 
IBG), the Association of American 
Geographers, the Hong Kong Society 
for Transportation Studies and AK 
Verkehr.

4) Disseminating the Commission’s work, 
including further books, research 
journal papers and journal Special 
Issues.

 

C12.39 Urban Geography

 
1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair:
Professor Céline Rozenblat  
University of Lausanne, Switzerland
celine.rozenblat@unil.ch 

Associated chairs:
Professor Adrian Aguilar  
UNAM, Mexico 
adrian@servidor.unam.mx  

Dr. Daniel O'Donoghue  
Canterbury Christ Church University 
United Kingdom
daniel.donoghue@canterbury.ac.uk  

Steering Committee:

Prof. Ludger Basten  
Ruhr-University
Germany 
ludger.basten@tu-dortmund.de  

Professor Liliane Buccianti-Barakat  
Université Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth
Lebanon  
lbarakat@usj.edu.lb  

Dr. Nico Kotze  
University of Johannesburg
South Africa  
nicok@uj.ac.za  

Dr. Keisuke Matsui  
University of Tsukuba
jiji@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp  

Dr. Lidia Mierzejewska  
Adam Mickiewicz University
Poland  
mierzeja@amu.edu.pl  

Professor Petros Petsimeris  
University Paris
France 
petros.petsimeris@wanadoo.fr  
Dr. Maria Jose Pineira-Mantinan 
University of Santiago de Compostella
Spain  
mariajose.pineira@usc.es  



- 335 -
333

 

Professor Ivan Townshend  
University of Lethbridge
Canada 
towni0@uleth.ca  

1.2. Young Scholars Committee

Chair, Dr Niamh Moore
University College Dublin
Ireland
Niamh.Moore@ucd.ie

Dr Tetsuya Ito
University of Rissho
Japan
tetsudeu@ris.ac.jp

Dr Maria Jose Pineira Mantinan
University of Santiago de Compostela
Spain
mariajose.pineira@gmail.com

Dr. Tomoko Kubo
Gifu University
Japan
tmk200430258@yahoo.co.jp

1.3. Corresponding Members

The status of “member” requires the person 
to have attended at least 2 of the last 6 
commission’s meetings. The membership 
list is updated every 4 years in order to 
elect the next commission’s project. The 
update of 2015 reveals an increase of 
people attending regularly: 64 people came 
at least twice since 2010.

The table (on the next page) identifies this 
group of 64 people coming regularly. They 
constitute the core of the Urban 
commission. They come from 19 countries 
and contribute and participate very actively 
to its debates.

In total, 265 different people attended our 
own meetings over the past 6 years at least 
once, coming from a total of 44 different 
countries (not counting each person several 
times).

Brasil 4 Japan 7
Canada 3 Lebanon 1
China 3 Luxembourg 1
Czech Rep 1 Mexico 3
Denmark 1 Poland 5
France 1 South Africa 13
Germany 4 Spain 9
India 1 Switzerland 2
Ireland 2 UK 1
Israel 2 Total 64

2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2012 – 2016

Each year between 2012 and 2016, the 
Urban commission organized events in at 
least 2 meetings:
- the annual meeting of the Commission
- sessions included in regional meetings 

or the IGC

2.1.1. Annual Urban Commission 
meetings

Year on year, we collectively decided a 
common procedure to organize our annual 
meetings:

• The local organizers propose a special 
topic.

• We also invite contributions on the 
topics of the Commission’s program 
2012-2016:

- Technological Innovation and Creative 
Activities in Cities

- Complex Urban Systems
- Contested Social Spaces
- Creating Sustainability
- Dilemmas of Ageing Cities
- Increasing Insecurity
- Urban Heritage and Conservation
- Urban Governance

These topics and their precise concepts and 
theoretical foundations are the basis of 
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discussions during meetings and evolve 
over the lifespan of the commission.

• Since 2014, we decided to invite 1 or 2 
keynote speakers (1 local, 1 
international).

• Urban field trips are organized during 
the meeting. They are included in the 
conference fees.

• A pre or post-conference field trip is 
proposed to the meeting participants. 
They have to pay supplementary fees 
to attend.

• A business meeting is held during each 
annual meeting, which encouraging 
debates on future projects of the 
commission.  Any decisions are voted 
upon by people in attendance.

• As far as possible, the Urban 
Commission annual meetings take 
place in the same country as the 
regional meetings or IGC. However, it 
was not always possible to identify 
venues in the same country and other 
proposals were selected, by a public 
vote during the Business Meeting, 
usually two years in advance.

Shanghai, August 15-20 2016 – Urban 
Commission annual meeting
Co-organized by the Urban Geography 
Commission IGU (IGU-C12-39), East 
China Normal University & Center of 
Urban Studies and Urban Planning, The 
University of Hong Kong, and Urban 
Geography Committee, Geographical 
Society of China (UGC-GSC)

CONFERENCE VENUE: East China 
Normal University, Shanghai

2.1.2. Participation in the Regional 
meetings and IGC

The committee participated actively in the 
general meetings organized by the IGU. 
Each year, we proposed a list of themes 
according to the commission program (6 
for 2012, 8 from 2013 to 2015, 10 for 
2016). We organized the numerous sessions 
in cooperation with the congress organizers 

and also held a business meeting at each 
event.

IGC Cologne - August 2012
In total the urban Commission was 
involved in 7 sessions (35 papers):
- 2 co-organized sessions with the 

Commission on Transport Geography
- 1 special session on Urbanization in 

China
- 4 ordinary sessions

IGC Kyoto - August 2013
The Urban Commission organized 20 
sessions (80 papers).
The contributors came from 25 countries. A 
selection of papers was published in an 
English book edited by Maseteru Hino and 
Yun Tsutsumi supported by the Association 
of Japanese Geographers.

IGC Krakow - August 2014
In total, the Urban Commission organized 
24 sessions (100 papers). It included 3 joint 
sessions and 3 special sessions.

IGC Moscow - August 2015
In total, the Urban Commission organized 
38 sessions (190 papers) and 1 thematic 
conference.

Beijing, August 21-26 2016 – IGC
10 themes proposed for the Commission 
sessions (Streaming and record of some 
sessions in collaboration with the Digital 
Campus of Complex Science CS-DC 
UNESCO: to confirm)

4 joint sessions with other commissions:
- Cultural aspects of sustainable urban 

development with C12.07: 
Commission on Cultural Approach in 
Geography

- A Woman’s Place is in the City! with 
C12.10: Commission on Gender 
Geography

- Human Mobility and Urban 
Vulnerabilities with C12.17: 
Commission on Global Change and 
Human Mobility
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- China’s great urban transformation: 
multidisciplinary research on urban 
China with Urban Geography Research 
Committee, Geographical Society of 
China; and Urban China Research 
Network

Every year, we co-organized several joint 
sessions with other IGU commissions:

Dortmund, August 2012: 
60 papers from 20 countries
Organized by: Ludger Basten, Lienhard 
Loetscher 
Special topic: Transformation of the Urban 
+ 14 thematic sessions

Johannesburg/Stellenbosch, July 2013:
75 papers from 16 countries
Organized by: Niko Kotse, Ronnie 
Donaldson 
Special topic: Life in a changing urban 
landscape + 18 thematic sessions
Keynote speakers: Sue Parnell

Poznan, August 2014: 
87 papers from 20 countries
Organized by: Jerzy Paryzek, Lidia 
Mierzejewska 
Special topic: Restructuring post-
communist cities + 21 thematic sessions
Keynote speakers: Peter Nijkamp, Marek 
Ziółkowski

Dublin, August 2015: 
86 papers from 27 countries
Organized by: Niamh Cherry-Moore 
Special topic: Urban resilience and 
environment + 20 thematic sessions 
Keynote speaker: Rob Kitchin

2.2. Future Meetings

2017:
Commission meeting – Salvador de Bahia

2018:
Commission meeting – Calgary or 
Montreal
Regional conference - Quebec (Canada)

2019:
Commission meeting – Luxembourg

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

Collaboration for sessions during the 
general IGU meetings 2012-2016:
- C12.07: Cultural Approach in 

Geography
- C12.10: Gender Geography
- C12.14: Geography of the Global 

Information Society
- C12.17: Global Change and Human 

Mobility
- C12.30: Mediterranean Basin
- C12.38: Transport and Geography

Co-publication:
- Springer book in homage to Sir Peter 

Hall with the commission C12.38 
Transport and Geography

Project of meetings in collaboration with:
- C12.30 Mediterranean Basin
- C12.38 Transport and Geography

3.2. Collaboration with other groups

United Nations Habitat
Book in preparation for the Habitat III –
October 2016

Complex Science Digital Campus CS-DC 
Unitwin UNESCO
Participation to the E-Department TIMES: 
Territorial Intelligence for Equity and 
Sustainability
Possibilities of E-Conferences and E-
learning (in progress)

4. Publications

2016
Rozenblat C., Pumain D., Velasquez E.: 
International and Transnational perspective 
of Urban systems, in progress with UN 
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Habitat, expected to be published in MIT 
Press

R.D. Knowles and C. Rozenblat (eds.), Sir
Peter Hall: Pioneer in Regional Planning, 
Transport and Urban Geography, 
SpringerBriefs on Pioneers in Science and 
Practice 52,
DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-28056-1

2015
Maseratu Hino and Jun Tsutsumi (eds.) 
(2015), Urban Geography of Post-Growth 
Society, Selected papers of the IGU Urban 
Geography Commission sessions in the 
Kyoto Congress 2013, with the support of 
the Japanese Association of geographers, 
Tohoku University Press, Sendai

Wayne K.D Davies (Ed.) (2015): Theme 
Cities: Solutions for Urban Problems, 
Springer

Moore-Cherry N., Pineira-Mantinan M-J. 
(2015) Addressing Complex Challenges: 
Social, Economic and Cultural 
Transformations in the City, Young Scholar 
Vol.4, Santiago de Compostella: IDEGA, 
USC and IGU Urban Commission

2014
O'Donoghue D. P. (Ed.) (2014) Urban 
Transformations: Centres, Peripheries and 
Systems. Selected papers of the IGU Urban 
Geography Commission 2011 in 
Canterbury.

Kotze N., Donaldson N. and Visser G. 
(2014). Life in a Changing Urban 
Landscape. Proceedings of the IGU Urban 
Geography Commission 2013 in 
Johannesburg and Stellenbosch (Urban 
challenges in a complex world) Edited by 
the University of Johannesburg, 
Johannesburg

Mierzejewska L., Parysek J. (ed.), 2014. 
Cities In a Complex World: problems, 
Challenges and Prospects. Poznań: Bogucki 
Wydawnictwo Naukowe (274 p.)

2013
Pineira Mantinan M.J. & Moore N. ed. 
2013, Transforming Cities: Urban 
Processes and Structure, Geography Young 
Scholars Vol. 3. Santiago de Compostela: 
IDEGA, USC and IGU Urban Commission.
2012
Pineira Mantinan M.J. & Moore N. ed. 
2012, Changes in the City, Geography 
Young Scholars Vol. 2. Santiago de 
Compostela: IDEGA, USC and IGU Urban 
Commission.

For future publications, we propose an 
increased focus on special issues or books 
that may be based on the annual meetings 
according to the specificity of the hosted 
city. Publications should be in accordance 
with special topics announced in the call for 
papers of future meetings.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The Urban Commission is designed to 
encourage geographical research on the 
new Urban Challenges emerging in an 
increasingly Complex World, and to further 
the exchange of findings among urban 
geographers from many countries. Cities, 
with their distinctive processes and 
problems, are major features of the modern 
world.

Hence the commission will use a 
comparative global context to focus on 
their properties, the social, economic and 
environmental issues they pose, and to 
evaluate the utility of political and societal 
solutions to their problems. Comparisons 
themselves will continue to be debated 
following the current debates developed 
nowadays in the highest ranked journals of 
urban geography.

Multidisciplinary approaches are increasing 
in urban studies, and the commission will 
promote the specific contribution of the 
geographical methods and concepts. 
Geographic urban issues focus on how such 



- 339 -
337

 

features as differential spatial proximity, 
segregation, cohesion, environmental and 
governance factors are transforming the 
character and vitality of urban places and 
are creating new challenges that need to be 
overcome. Particular attention are paid to 
the use of multi-scale approaches in 
analysing changes and to such features as: 
the differential diffusion of innovations, 
hierarchies, networks, concentrations, 
segregations, and renovations, etc. in 
altering both urban systems and the internal 
structures of cities. We will especially 
encourage the development of new 
concepts and the involvement of 
geographers in new digital methods using 
Big Data to improve knowledge and 
comprehension on cities.

Given this perspective, the current proposal 
is built upon the work of the 2012-2016 
Urban Commission. It will continue the 
efforts to improve democratic and 
participatory practices inside the 
commission, which has been supported by a
dynamic and interactive website, allowing 
for more bottom-up initiatives, and 
encouraging younger scholars to attend 
meetings.

The commission 2016-2020 aims at 
developing further collaborations inside the 
IGU and different activities, publications 
and meetings with continental and 
international associations dealing with 
urban issues. It will promote geography and 
urban geographers in different spheres of 
education, research and policies.

Three issues for Urban Geography

In order to focus debates, the commission 
proposes a starting point of a rational based 
on three main conceptions of urban 
evolution:

1. Inter-dependent urban systems
2. Diversity between and within cities
3. Sustainability and Equity

These 3 main domains lead to a proposal 
for 11 critical issues that will frame 
researchers’ contributions and encourage 
debate. The critical issues will evolve year 
after year leading to a more complete 
renewal in 4 years.

1. Inter-dependent Urban Systems

Increasingly, a few hundred city regions 
account for much of the world's 
consumption and production, just as a few 
hundred large corporations now dominate 
most of the world's trade, and sites of 
production. More and more people live 
within huge agglomerations. One result is 
that these core cities (the ‘World Cities’) 
are increasingly connected in many ways: 
by more rapid, more intense, and spatially 
extensive linkages of information, goods 
and money, as well as migration and 
tourism. Large corporations link distant 
cities into the same global strategies, and 
international agencies encourage states to 
co-operate in international governance. At 
the same time the intense interaction 
supports greater variation in economic and 
political roles among cities. Small and 
medium cities are sometimes “shrinking” 
but are always more dependent on the 
central large metropolises in order to 
connect with the rest of the world. These 
urban concentrations pose some key 
questions that are intrinsically urban and 
geographical: What are the nodes, 
structures and functions of these emerging 
urban networks? How can we locate each 
city within this multinational allocation of 
economic activity and control? These issues 
are especially relevant to problems of 
economic competition, development, and 
innovation since the networks transmit 
ideas, and the cities foster the innovations. 
This is not only a global issue, because 
each continent and each country contains 
similar networks. Clearly, we need to 
investigate whether these new networks are 
shaped by deep-seated structural processes, 
such as the market or individual choice, or 
through deliberate national and regional 
policies in the diverse regions of the world.
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2. Diversity between and within Cities

The most striking feature of urban life is 
the compartmentalization of jobs, of social 
groups, and of land use, including 
workplaces and homes. Inevitably, these 
specialized activities are separated spatially 
both, among cities in a world division of 
labour, and inside urban areas by cluster 
formation and the increasing segregation 
and specialization of places. The new 
complexity of multi-scale interactions 
implies a world in which more and more of 
the population is exposed to this type of 
specialization and spatial structure that 
shapes urban behaviour and lifestyles. 
Many cities are becoming more unequal 
and more specialized, as well as multi-
layered, in terms of social class and 
ethnicity. As a result cities differ in 
employment opportunities and exhibit 
distinctive forms of poverty, as well as 
providing opportunities that attract 
migrants from rural areas and other cities, 
while they also vary in their ability to 
preserve the heritage of their historic past. 
Rapid urban growth often creates an 
imbalance between the population and the 
city’s resources of housing and 
infrastructure and reduces the quality of life 
of its citizens. Economic integration and 
new immigration can bring insecurity, or 
accelerate spatial change and conflict 
within the city. In many cities crime, 
disease, and environmental degradation 
overwhelm the public sector. The study of 
the regularities in these processes has 
become a staple of urban geographic 
research over the years. It has led the 
proposed urban commission to reposition 
spatial diversity within multi-scale, multi-
level and multi-dimensional urban 
processes.

3. Sustainability and Equity

Sustainability and equity are crucial to 
allow harmonized urban developments in 
the future. Geographers have always been 
leaders in the study of urban sprawl and the 
associated pollution, transportation, and 

infrastructure difficulties that result as well 
as the problems produced by environmental 
disasters. But the new concept of 
sustainability, which has emerged as one of 
the key societal concerns of the last decade, 
has provided important new perspectives, 
through attempts to diminish the 
consumption of non-renewable resources, 
and reduce pollution and sprawl, whilst 
meeting the basic needs and aspirations of 
present and future generations. However, 
the processes of new urban concentrations, 
new compact forms and the renewal of 
cities, often create less equity, resulting in 
more social  injustice and less security. 
Urban geographers in the new commission 
can help in our understanding of these 
problems by monitoring the increasingly 
influential efforts by individual cities 
around the world to build more 
environmentally and socially sustainable 
urban environments in the search for more 
just cities.

Eleven specific Urban Challenges

Within these broad themes, eleven research 
critical issues and areas have been 
identified, in order to more closely focus 
the work of the proposed commission. 
These questions include both theoretical 
and applied issues derived from the general 
title of ‘Urban Challenges in a Complex 
World’. Each meeting will focus on one or 
two of these topics, although not 
exclusively, to ensure that emerging new 
ideas from specific members can also be 
dealt with. Debates and collective 
publications will be encouraged on these 
specific topics in order to elaborate the 
issues.

1. Complex Urban Systems and 
processes of cities’ transformation

Urban systems have seen radical changes in 
recent decades and will continue to do so. 
How are various national, continental and 
global urban systems changing -
particularly in relation to such features as 
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city size, economy, migration, interaction, 
linkage, communication, transport and 
control functions? What processes and 
differential development paths are involved 
and how have different government policies 
affected these changes? Previous Urban 
Commissions have produced a large body 
of work on the urban systems of individual 
countries. This work will be extended to 
incorporate updated national and 
international comparisons and recognise the 
accelerated growth of a limited number of 
global command centres in the highly 
connected world of electronic 
communications, finance, trade, and rapid 
travel. In addition, we must seek solutions 
for those cities that are left behind by these 
changes.

2. Technological innovations, creative 
activities in cities

Urban economies are evolving quickly, 
with the growth of the “service” sectors and 
new activities in science, technology, 
commerce, communication, media, art and 
design. Why do these activities concentrate 
in some cities and how do these new 
“clusters” integrate within existing 
economic, social and environmental 
contexts? Can one identify cycles in these 
economic trends?

3. Innovative, smart building and 
transportation in cities

Can we identify “smart cities”? What 
criteria in terms of governance, planning, 
economy are needed to qualify smart cities?
As a result of new technologies are all 
cities become “smart”? Does this “smart” 
growth benefit the entire city or does it 
increase polarisation and fragmentation? 
Does it alter the morphology and structure 
of urban areas and can it lead to new forms 
of urban society?

4. Polycentrism, small and medium size 
cities

At national or regional scales, small and 
medium size cities have very different 
issues depending on their proximity to large 
cities. In remote areas, small and medium 
size cities often lack higher education, and 
advanced services, that lead many young 
people to leave never to return. These 
places find it difficult to attract investment 
and are often by-passed in favour of larger 
more accessible locations. How can these 
places find new dynamism? Can they 
counter increasing concentration in 
metropolises? Can they provide an 
alternative approach or insight for 
sustainable urban systems? On the other 
hand if one focuses on a more city-region 
scale, small and medium size cities around 
the metropolises constitute new urban 
spaces such as “edge” or "edgeless cities” 
that remain under the influence of the 
central metropolis. What is the future of 
such places? To what extent are new 
polycentric patterns emerging and what is 
the likely impact on sustainability and 
spatial equity?

5. Sustainable to resilient cities

Can sustainability be tackled at the urban 
scale? To what extent should the concept of 
“resilience” be considered in association 
with “sustainability” in order to orient 
urban policies? What progress is being 
made by cities around the world in the 
development of new programmes and 
policies to create more resilience? How can 
these solutions be evaluated at various 
spatial scales? What are the emerging best 
practices for cities, from smart growth to 
green solutions etc., at national or regional 
scales and what are the problems that 
restrict progress in implementing more 
these effective policies?

6. Shrinking and aging Cities

A serious new problem has emerged in 
some cities of the developed world. The 
declining birth rate of industrialized 
countries is creating many settlements with 
increasingly aging and declining 
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populations. What are the effects of this 
trend upon the functions and character of 
these cities, especially their infrastructures 
and levels of social provision? What 
policies are emerging in cities around the 
world affected by this problem to cope with 
these changes? How can so-called 
“shrinking cities” manage their future?

7. Urban Governance, planning and 
participative democracy

It is an unfortunate, but undeniable, fact 
that most large urban agglomerations are 
not permitted to be governed by their 
citizens. Control over revenues and 
investments is shared with other levels of 
government and/or fragmented among 
dozens of small municipal units within the 
metropolitan area. Inevitably these political 
arrangements affect the spatial structure of 
infrastructure and public services, including 
planning. We must explore the spatial 
issues that detract from good urban 
governance, and investigate the utility of 
emerging administrative solutions seen in 
many countries, such as the ‘new 
regionalism’ that seeks to provide a new 
spatial solution to the provision of services. 
In parallel, citizens are becoming more 
organized and becoming more active and 
involved in decision making at the 
neighbourhood level. This activism affects 
the way urban planning functions and is 
bound to have impacts on cities’ future. 
This will also affect urban areas beyond the 
limits of the traditional city.

8. Contested Social Spaces

The increasingly multi-layered social and 
ethnic character of cities has led to more 
intricate life spaces within cities, and 
increased the potential for conflicts among 
various groups. Since many communities, 
made up of either Diasporas or 
cosmopolitans, exhibit strong intra-
community cohesion, this may threaten 
other communities. How can we measure 
these new patterns and changes and make 
effective international comparisons? Where 

and when do conflicts emerge? How can 
differences between the various actors in 
these spaces be reconciled, ensuring that 
local communities are themselves 
empowered, rather than simply passive 
recipients of change from forces beyond 
their control? Is it possible for all groups to 
live in tolerance with one another?

9. Subjective/Objective well-being in 
cities

In the past, cities survived because of their 
ability to create secure environments, 
community cohesion and they permitted 
individual self-development for their 
citizens. In many contemporary cities, 
social fragmentation, crime rates, anti-
social behaviour, ethnic conflict, huge 
distance to work, and environmental issues, 
threaten to make them less liveable. 
Apparent solutions such as gated 
communities or higher levels of 
surveillance, which create more private 
spaces and segregation may work for some 
but what of about well-being for all citizens 
of the city? How can we best conceptualize 
and measure subjective and objective well-
being in cities? How do we make 
international and national comparisons of 
cities’ well-being? Can we apply best 
practice from cities that have successfully 
overcome these problems to other cities and 
societies, as well as linking these problems 
to our understanding of the new forms of 
urban social space?

10. Urban Heritage and Conservation

The distinctive identity of many cities and 
societies depends upon their historical 
heritage, as expressed in their built fabric. 
How can these identities be understood and 
interpreted? What are the policies that 
support the preservation of these heritages, 
yet still provide liveable and affordable 
spaces in these areas, rather than allowing 
historic areas and city centres to be 
overwhelmed by homogenised tourism? 
How can heritage and identity be harnessed 
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for the social, economic and environmental 
renewal of cities?

11. New concepts and methods in urban 
studies

As the world changes, there seems to be 
more and more data and more and more 
things to measure. There are new forms of 
economic activity, increasing levels of 
personal and corporate communication, 
increasing mobility of capital and people, 
increasing levels of internet usage, 
increasing levels of e-commerce, and 
increasing levels of electronic participation 
in democracy. All of these have the
potential to transform the interurban and 
intra-urban realms in which we live. Big 
data may help our understanding of many 
urban problems, but there is also a need for 
increasing conceptual and methodological 
sophistication to deal with these changes. 
New theories, approaches, methods and 
techniques are needed if we are to fully 
understand the urban world of the twenty-
first century.

5.2. Steering Committee

Chair: Professor Céline Rozenblat
University of Lausanne, Switzerland
celine.rozenblat@unil.ch

Associated Chairs:

Dr. Keisuke Matsui
University of Tsukuba
jiji@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp

Dr. Daniel O'Donoghue
Canterbury Christ Church University
United Kingdom
daniel.donoghue@canterbury.ac.uk

Steering Committee:

Prof. Ludger Basten
Ruhr-University, Germany
ludger.basten@tu-dortmund.de

Prof. Liliane Buccianti- Barakat
Université Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth
Lebanon
lbarakat@usj.edu.lb

Dr. Shenjing He
University of Hong-Kong
sjhe@hku.hk

Dr. Lidia Mierzejewska
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland
mierzeja@amu.edu.pl

Dr Niamh Moore
University College Dublin, Ireland
Niamh.Moore@ucd.ie

Prof. Petros Petsimeris
University Paris 1, France
petros.petsimeris@wanadoo.fr

Dr. Maria Jose Pineira- Mantinan
University of Santiago de Compostella
Spain
mariajose.pineira@usc.es

Prof. Ivan Townshend
University of Lethbridge, Canada
towni0@uleth.ca

Young Scholars Committee

Prof. Javier Delgado Campos
UNAM, Mexico
interfase7@gmail.com

Prof. Markus Hesse
University of Luxembourg
markus.hesse@uni.lu

Dr. Tomoko Kubo
Gifu University, Japan (Chair)
tmk200430258@yahoo.co.jp

Dr Niamh Moore
University College Dublin, Ireland
Niamh.Moore@ucd.ie

Dr Maria Jose Pineira Mantinan
University of Santiago de Compostela
Spain
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Dr. Jun Tsutsumi
University of Tsukuba
jtsu@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp

Dr. Jun Yamashita
University of Kyushu
yamasita@scs.kyushu-u.ac.jp

C12.40 Water Sustainability

The Commission started as Study Group on 
Hydrological Extreme Events founded by 
Dr. JAA Jones (Wales) in 1998. The Study 
Group was upgraded to Commission status 
in 2002 and renamed to “Commission for 
Water Sustainability”.

Following the retirement of several 
founding members the composition of the 
Steering Committee (SC) changed 
drastically and repeatedly just before the 
reporting period. Further changes were 
implemented during the reporting following 
the retirement of founding member Prof. 
Kazuki Mori in 2014 and the ending of the 
term of Prof. C. Cassardo in 2015.

Owing to a perceived decline in activities 
and attendance of meetings over the past 
few years the outgoing chair, supported by 
the majority of SC members at the time, 
proposed to close the Commission at the 
next Congress in Beijing. Following strong 
encouragement from IGU executives to 
reconsider this decision, the decision was 
reversed and a new chair and SC appointed 
who are now committed to continue with 
the Commission as a much-needed 
exchange platform for water scientists with 
geographical as well as other disciplinary 
backgrounds.

1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair: Prof. Claudio Cassardo
(Chair: 2011-15, web manager: 2002-12, 
SC: 2002-15)
University of Turin,
Department of Physics

Torino, Italy
E-mail: claudio.cassardo@unito.it.

Vice-chair: Prof. Kazuki Mori
(Vice Chair: 2012-2014, SC: 2002-2014)
Nihon University
Tokyo
Department of Geosystem Sciences
Setagaya, Tokyo 
E-mail: kzmori@chs.nihon-u.ac.jp.

Secretary: Prof. Olga E. Scarpati
(SC: 2004-)
La Plata National University and Technical 
Research Council
Department of Geography
Buenos Aires, Argentina
E-mail: olgascarpati@yahoo.com.ar

Dr. Ivan Canjevac
(SC: 2013-, Website manager: 2012-)
University of Zagreb
Department of Geography
Zagreb, Croatia
E-mail: canjevac@geog.pmf.hrmailto

Prof. Natalia L. Frolova
(SC: 2012-)
Lomonossov State University
Department of Hydrology
Russia
E-mail: frolova_nl@mail.ru

Prof. Chansheng He
(SC: 2011-)
Western Michigan University
Department of Geography
Kalamazoo, MI, USA
E-mail: he@wmich.edu.
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Prof. Allessandro Leto
(SC: 2014-)
University for Foreigners
Perugia, Italy

Prof. Hideo Oyagi
(SC: 2014-)
Nihon University
Department of Geosystem Sciences
Setagaya, Tokyo 
E-mail: oyagi.hideo@nihon-u.ac.jp,  
Prof. Trahel Gerasim Vardanian
SC: 2012-2014)
Yerevan State University
Department of Physical Geography
Yerevan, Republic of Armenia
E-mail: tvardanian@ysu.am

Prof. Frank Winde
(Chair: 1/2016-; Vice chair: 1-12/2015, SC: 
2012-)
North-West University
Geography and Environmental Studies
South Africa
E-mail: frank.winde@nwu.ac.za,
frank.winde@gmail.com

Honorary member

Prof. Emer. JAA (Tony) Jones
(Founder, commission chair: 2002-2011),
Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences
University of Wales
Aberystwyth, UK
E-mail: tonyandjenjones@btinternet.com

1.2. Corresponding Members

Following efforts to update by the past 
chair, Prof. Cassardo, to clean up the 
mailing list and gradually remove 
unresponsive/ inactive members that no 
longer participate  in the Commission the 
total number of members (or rather 
recipients of email) was reduced from close 
to 400 to 236 (as of April 2014). However, 
the shortened list still contains a significant 
number of inactive and some retired 
members and needs further consolidation. 
In total there are 32 countries represented 
on the Commission’s mailing list.

From the statistics it appears that efforts 
need to be made to ensure a higher 
representation of water scientists from the 
developing countries (the global ‘South’) 
especially from water-stressed regions such 
as the Middle East, but also from Africa
and Middle America.

Identified by country-ID in the email address this membership shows the following geographical 
distribution:

Italy 88 France 5 Iran 2 Lithuania 1
Unknown 26 Portugal 5 Ireland 2 Mexico 1
Spain 17 Canada 4 Chile 1 Netherlands 1
UK 18 Russia 4 China 1 Romania 1
Germany 12 Armenia 3 Czech Rep 1 Singapore 1
Japan 9 Croatia 3 Hong Kong 1 Slovenia 1
USA 9 India 3 Israel 1 South Korea 1
Argentina 8 South Africa 3 Kuwait 1 Switzerland 1

Ukraine 1
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1.3. Commission website

The website is managed by Dr. Ivan 
Canjevac from the University of Zagreb 
using Wordpress servers as free-of-charge 
hosts: https://iguwater.wordpress.com/

2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2012 - 2015

Cologne, Germany 26-30 Aug. 2012 IGU 
Congress

Themes:
- GIS in water research (Hydro GIS)
- Hydrological Process and Watershed

Management in Arid Regions
- Water and mining (Water pollution)
- Water in urban environments 1+2
- Climate change impacts on large scale 

areas
- Climate change impacts on mesoscale 

regions
- Water resources and management

hydrological budget and hydraulic 
emergencies 1-3

For the first time in the Commissions 
history a dedicated session on Hydro-GIS 
and Water and Mining was introduced 
which both were instant successes. A 
presentation in the latter theme relating to 
Acid Mine Drainage in and around 
Johannesburg was extensively covered by a 
German online news media.
The session on Hydrological extreme 
events – as the original theme of the Study
Group was very well attended.

Efforts were made by Winde to also expose 
young scientists to international events by 
making personal research funds available 
for two of his students to attend the 
conference.

As no member of the Commission was part 
of the LOC there was no dedicated field 
trip organised which often is a highlight of 
the meetings. However, there have been 
spontaneous social gatherings of 

Commission members including prof. 
Robinson (UK), a founding member who 
attended some of the sessions.

Unfortunately there was no publications 
following form the meeting but a 
discussion was held with a representative 
from Springer on pros and cons of open 
access journals and the best way to publish 
conference proceedings

Kyoto, Japan 11-15 Aug. 2013 IGU 
Regional Conference

Themes:
- Water resources and climate change 

[Joint session with the Commission on 
Climatology]

- Water pollution and water in urban 
environments

- Groundwater management
- Hydrological processes and watershed 

management

Organised by founding member prof. K. 
Mori the members went on a field trip to 
Lake Biwa one of oldest lakes on earth with 
the associated Canal Museum and attended 
a memorable dinner at the banks of the 
Kamo River.

Due to a shortage of suitable submissions
the planned joint session with the 
Commission on Climatology did not play 
out as intended with only two papers 
presented from our Commission falling 
outside the original theme.

It was also noticed that no abstract volume 
was available at the conference making it 
difficult to choose papers for attendance.

With a relatively low attendance for an IGU 
event there was no subsequent publication 
of papers.

Lanzhou, China 12-17 Aug. 2013
Commission Meeting

Themes:
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- Climate change and hydrological cycle 
1-3

- Landscape processes and patterns 1+2
- Water resources management
- Water and Ecosystem Services

The conference was jointly organised by 
the Commission and several institutes of 
Lanzhou University under the leadership of 
prof. Chansheng He who also managed to
get the support of prominent members of 
the Chinese Academy of Science, among 
them the former President of the 
International Water Resource Association 
(IWRA), Prof. Jun Xia.

A field trip to Lake Qinghai as largest 
inland lake in China complemented the 
meeting. Located at an elevation of over 3.2 
km on the Tibetanean Plateau in the arid 
NW of the country the lake fluctuates in 
size and grew significantly since 2004, now 
covering some 4500 km² making it a true 
hydrological highlight.

Another field trip explored the geological 
landforms and oasis and desert ecosystems 
of the Hexi Corridor, Northwest China, 
including visits to the Mogao Grottoes in 
Dunhuang, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.

Plans to publish conference papers in a 
supplement volume of an international 
journal had to be abandoned due to a 
shortage of suitable submissions in English

Dubrovnik, Croatia 24-28 Aug. 2014
Commission Meeting

Themes:
- Human impacts on the hydrological 

cycle - threats to the sustainability
- Climate change and water availability
- GIS and cartography in hydrological 

research

Organised just after the IGU Conference in 
Krakov (Poland), where the Commission 
has no member who could organise an 
associated event, the Commission met in 

Croatia a few days after the Conference in 
Poland.

The event was excellently organised by Dr. 
Ivan Canjevac with the support of the 
Department of Geography of the University 
of Zagreb and the Croatian Geographical 
Society.

Soliciting submissions from Commission 
members the organizers planned to compile 
a special issue of the Croation 
Geographical Bulletin (Hrvatski Geografski 
Glasnik), a scopus-listed peer-reviewed 
journal, consisting of papers presented at 
Dubrovnik as well as other meetings of the 
Commission.
Moscow, Russia 17-22 Aug. 2015 IGU 
Regional Conference

Themes:
- Hydrological processes and 

management of stressed water 
resources 1-4

- Modelling, VGE and GIS applications 
in hydrological research 1+2

- Water quality, health and human 
impacts 1+2

Due to technical email problems of prof. 
Cassardo and resulting delays in 
communication with the LOC submission 
of session proposals from the Commission 
was rather late, yet still successful. As 
email problems of the Chair persisted the 
selection of submitted abstract was left 
entirely to the Vize Chair (prof. Winde) 
who had to review in excess of 50 abstracts. 
However, the allocation of papers went 
smoothly and sessions were generally well 
attended, with only one no show.

In addition to the sessions held by the 
Commission Prof. Frolova managed to 
organise a couple of related water themes 
on Lake Aral, Lake Baikal and Water 
Resources in Eurasia in the 21st century, 
which were well attended and facilitated 
networking with members of the 
Commission and a number of Russian 
water  research institutes.
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Soon after the meeting a call was sent out 
by Prof. Frolova to Commission members 
to submit papers for a Special Issue of 
Springer’s Advances in Geographical and 
Environmental Sciences entitled: “Water 
and Environment in Eurasia in XXI 
century” jointly edited by Prof. RB Sing 
(Vize President IGU, India), Dr. D Karthe 
(Germany) and Prof. S Chalov (Russia).

An overview on the statistics for the 
meetings

The number of themes covered ranged from 
a minimum of three (Dubrovnik and 
Moscow) to a maximum of seven in 
Cologne. While the 3 themes in Moscow 
may appear comparably little for a 
Regional IGU Conference it needs to be 
noted that a total of 8 sessions were 
allocated during which more an average of 
over 9 papers were presented on each 
theme. Cologne so far drew the highest 
number of papers, which was also due to 
the fact that no limit was imposed on the 
number of papers per person as was in 
Moscow (maximum 2 papers per 
presenter).

With a total of 26 countries the papers 
presented during the reporting period 
account for 81% of all countries 
represented on the Commission’s mailing 
list.

There are however significant differences 
between the number of papers per country 
ranging from one for a total of 14 countries 
to 30 for Chinese authors. The latter is 
followed by Russia (20 papers). Croatia 
(11) and South Africa (11).

The high numbers of paper from China, 
Russia and Croatia are mostly due to the 
fact that three of the Commission meetings 
were held in these countries (Lanzhou 
2013, Dubrovnik 2014 and Moscow 2015 
respectively) drawing a large contingent of 
local scientists.

In contrast, the elevated number of papers 
from SA, Italy and Japan are mainly due to 
the frequent attendance of longstanding 
members from these countries (Winde,
Cassardo, Mori and Oyagi).

Over the past 5 meetings, local participants 
accounted for an average of 46% of all 
papers ranging from 16% in Cologne to 
70% in Lanzhou (Kyoto: 38%, Dubrovnik: 
59% and Moscow: 46%). Acknowledging 
this fact the Commission now made a 
deliberate attempt when drafting the themes 
for Beijing 2016 to specifically 
accommodate water issues that are of local 
relevance to the host country. The relative 
dominance of local scientists at 
Commission meetings over the past five 
conferences also confirms long- term 
experiences of the Commission and appears 
to be largely related to affordability of 
access with costs for international travel 
posing significant challenges for many 
members from developing countries. In 
order to lower the obstacles for members to 
attend Commission meetings overseas we 
proposed to the LOC of the IGC in Beijing 
to explore the use of Skype or a similar 
technology for members to present from 
their home countries at a somewhat reduced 
conference fee.

Regarding the geographical representativity 
of study areas it appears that presenters 
from developing countries primarily focus 
on local problems in their respective 
nations while scientists from developed 
countries such as Germany, Japan, USA 
and Israel tend to report on water issues in 
developing nations (e.g. Pakistan, 
Namibia…) rather than on domestic topics.

Owing to differing degree of generality 
between the individual themes (which are 
generated for the purpose of the report 
aiming to summarise somewhat differently 
phrased topics) the associated no. of papers 
are not directly comparable. There is, of 
course, also a degree of overlap between 
the categories. Keeping these uncertainties 
in mind it appears that Water Management 
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in its broadest sense is a major focus 
followed by Water Quality issues 
(pollution, water issues in urban and mining 
areas) together accounting for nearly half of 
all papers (45%). A third focal point is on 
Impacts of Climate Change on water 
resources and General Hydrological 
Processes together accounting for 30%. 
Given the rather narrowly defined fields of 
GIS and Hydraulic Emergencies both are 
well represented with 10% each. Of lesser 
importance during the past 4 years were 
papers on Groundwater issues and 
Ecoservices of water. In order to broaden 
the spectrum and accommodate emerging 
themes we included the topic of Water and 
Energy in our proposed session for Beijing.

2.2. Future Meetings

The Commission proposed four sessions for 
the upcoming IGU Congress in Beijing (21-
25 August 2016), which all have been 
approved by the LOC.

These are:

1. Water pollution and health impacts
- Pollution
- Health impacts

2. Water availability between floods and 
droughts

- Hydrological extreme events
- Water scarcity

3. Water and Energy
- Water for Energy
- Energy for Water

4. Water resources in Eurasia in the 21st 
century

As past experience suggests that the 
majority of submissions comes from local 
scientists we tried to design themes that 
correspond with reported water challenges 
in the host country China (e.g. water 
pollution and associated health effects; 
water scarcity, competing water uses etc.). 
At the same time we are keeping with the 
tradition to cover hydrological extreme 
events and continue the focus on Eurasia 

that drew very good attendance in Moscow 
2015 and also relates to the host country.

While the theme on water and health was 
introduced earlier (Kyoto 2013), the Water 
– Energy nexus is a new theme for the 
Commission only covered from a policy 
angle before (Santiago 2011). Somewhat 
lacking a historic track record in this field it 
is uncertain how many submission this 
theme will draw. Yet, we believe that the 
interdependency between water and energy 
is of increasing importance for managing 
both increasingly stressed resources 
sustainably. In order to help build a 
reputation for the Commission in these new 
areas we encouraged members to approach 
identified leaders in the field with personal 
invitations to speak at the meeting. This 
approach differs somewhat from meetings 
in the past where sessions largely, and 
sometimes exclusively, reflected the 
research areas of those commission 
members that regularly attended meetings. 
We will have to wait and see whether the 
targeted invitations and host country-
specific topics will indeed yield the 
expected results of attracting new and 
influential people that help raising the
status and profile of the Commission.

Lastly, we proposed to the LOC of Beijing 
2016 to consider allowing a certain 
percentage of papers to be presented via 
Skype or any other suitable technical means 
at a somewhat reduced registration fee. In 
that way members who cannot afford travel 
costs, often coming from countries where 
water challenges are most severe, would be 
able to attend meetings.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

Following an initiative of prof. Cassardo a 
joint session with the Commission on 
Climatology was held in Kyoto 2014 
entitled: Water resources and climate 
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change. Unfortunately, this initiative 
received little support as indicated earlier.

For the future it is planned to explore with 
which of the other Commissions we may 
have considerable overlap that would 
warrant a joint session to exploit synergies. 
Possible candidates may include:
- C12: Geographical Information 

Systems
- C19: Environment and Health
- C23: Karst
- C26: Land use and land cover change
- C 31: Modelling Geographical 

Systems: Modelling fluvial and 
hydrological processes

- C 41: Geomorphology and Society

3.2. Collaboration with other groups

WMO Commission for Hydrology (2013)
Facilitated by Dr Charlie Pilling, Chief 
Hydrometeorologist at the UK Met Office, 
and member of the Commission, in 2013, 
the Commission has established a link with 
the WMO Commission for Hydrology 
focusing on a) guidelines for selecting 
flood forecasting models for different 
purposes and under different boundary 
conditions; and b) benefits of numerical 
weather prediction for operational 
forecasting.

Following the retirement of prof. Cassardo 
from the Commission end of 2015 we will 
have to ensure that this link is retained. 
Given the rather narrow focus of the 
envisaged collaboration on numerical 
modeling and forecasting one should 
perhaps try to somewhat broaden the field 
of collaboration.

UNESCO – IHP (2013/14)
End of 2013, the founding chair of the 
Commission prof. JAA Jones has been 
appointed Chief Assessor for Phase VII of 
UNESCO’s International Hydrological 
Programme (IHP; 2008-2013). Together 
with SC Member of the Commission, prof. 
F Winde, the team compiled an assessment 
report for the Internal Oversight Office of 

UNESCO on the status of IHP based on an 
extensive review of documents (over 10000 
pages were supplied to the both assessors), 
on-site interviews at the Paris 
Headquarters, electronic questionnaires and 
numerous skype meetings with IHP staff, 
collaborators and competitors worldwide. 
The report was successfully presented by 
prof. Jones to the General Assembly of 
UNESCO in June 2014 and, together with a 
complementing report from the World 
Bank on future funding.

WHO/IARC
Since 2013 there is a collaborative research 
project between the Mine Water Re- Search 
Group of prof. Winde (South Africa), then 
Vize Chair of the Commission, and the 
International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC) of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) to quantify the health 
burden possibly associated with the 
exposure to uranium polluted water and 
other media in gold mining areas of South 
Africa. While no direct link to the 
Commission is yet established the design of 
the study and preliminary results were 
reported at the Commission meetings.

Expo Milano 2015
On initiative of prof. Cassardo efforts were 
made to link the Commission with the Expo 
2015 on the topic ‘Feeding the planet, 
energy for all’ with a focus on agricultural 
water use. To facilitate this link the Prof.
Cassardo proposed to nominate prof. A. 
Leto (Italy) as member of the SC. While no 
decision of the SC is recorded on the 
official inclusion of prof. Leto he was later 
included in the list of the new SC published 
in the Newsletter No. 15 of January 2015. 
Ultimately, the Commission did not get 
involved in the scientific part of the Expo.

3.3. Collaboration with ISSC/ISCU 
programs

Generally there was little information 
provided forthcoming to Commission 
members about activities or programms of 
ICSU.
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Incidentally, Prof. Winde was nominated in 
2015 by Prof. U. Rügg (University of 
Geneva, Switzerland) Treasurer of the 
International Union of Basic and Clinical 
Pharmocology (IUPHAR), to serve at the 
Science Committee for Integrated Research 
on Disaster Risk (IRDR) of ICSU, ISSC 
and UNISDR. With a total of 97 
nominations for only 5 positions the 
nomination was not successful.

3.4. Collaboration between commission 
members

Supported by a competitive mobility grant 
by the University of Turin, Prof. Cassardo 
and Prof. Winde established an 
international student exchange project in 
the field of remote-sensing-based water 
modelling. The project was designed by 
Prof. Winde and conducted by Ms. Ines 
Cerenzia during a 3-months stay in South 
Africa. Preliminary results of the joint 
project were presented by Prof. Cassardo at 
the Kyoto and Moscow conferences.

4. Publications

4.1. Annual Reports

Jones JAA (2012): Annual Report to IGU 
on Commission activities; Dec. 2012. pp. 8 
Cassardo C, Winde F (2013): Annual 
Report to IGU on Commission activities, 
Dec.
2013. pp. 4

4.2. Special Journal Issues

Following the Dubrovnik meeting a special 
issues was envisaged to be published in the 
Croation Geographical Bulletin 
(HRVATSKI GEOGRAFSKI GLASNIK) 
also accommodating papers presented at 
earlier meetings of the Commission. Due to 
a lack of suitable submission and delays a 
full special issues could not be compiled. 
Up until now two papers have passed the 
international peer review and been 
published with four more submissions still 
being processed.

Lawler DM, Wilkes, MA (2016): Towards 
Improved Fluvial Sediment Impact 
Assessment (FSIA) approaches within 
Environmental Impact Assessments,
HRVATSKI GEOGRAFSKI GLASNIK 
77/2, 7-31

Winde F (2016): Uranium pollution in 
South Africa: past research and future 
needs HRVATSKI GEOGRAFSKI 
GLASNIK 77/2, 33−53

Selected paper presented in Moscow 2015 
will be published in a special issue of 
Springer’s Advances in Geographical and 
Environmental Sciences titled Water and 
Environment in Eurasia in XXI century. 
The call for papers was circulated in 
November 2015.

5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The Commission strives to provide a 
recognised platform for international 
scientific exchange of physical and human 
Geographers as well as scientists from 
other disciplinary    backgrounds    sharing    
insights,    knowledge    and    data    on 
water-sustainability in its broadest sense. 
This includes natural and human impacts 
on the availability and quality of water and 
their implications for sustainable water use 
at local, regional and global scale. The 
Commission specifically encourages the 
dialogue between physical and human 
water sciences including economic, 
cultural, legal and medical aspects to arrive 
at a comprehensive understanding of 
natural and man-made factors governing 
water sustainability. A particular focus is 
on water–stressed areas worldwide 
encouraging a mutually beneficial 
collaboration between scientists from 
developing and developed nations.
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5.2. Steering Committee

The below list is preliminary and has to be 
approved at the next meeting in Beijing 
(2016)

Chair: Prof. Frank Winde
(Chair: appointed 12/2015, SC since 2012)
North-West University
Geography and Environmental Studies
Vanderbiljpark, South Africa
E-mail: frank.winde@nwu.ac.za, 
frank.winde@gmail.com

Vice Chair: Prof. Natalia Frolova
(SC since 2012)
Lomonossov State University
Department of Hydrology
Moscow, Russia
E-mail: frolova_nl@mail.ru

Dr. Ivan Canjevac
(SC: 2013-, Website manager: 2012-)
University of Zagreb
Department of Geography
Zagreb, Croatia
E-mail: canjevac@geog.pmf.hr

Prof. Chansheng He
(SC member since 2011)
Western Michigan University
Department of Geography
Kalamazoo, MI, USA
E-mail: he@wmich.edu

Prof. Hideo Oyagi
(SC: 2014-)
Nihon University
Department of Geosystem Sciences
Setagaya, Tokyo 
E-mail: oyagi.hideo@nihon-u.ac.jp

Dr. Charlie Pilling
(IC1)
UK Meteorological Office

Honorary members

Prof. Emer. JAA (Tony) Jones
(Founder, commission chair: 2002-2011)
Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences

University of Wales
Aberystwyth, UK
E-mail: tonyandjenjones@btinternet.com

Prof. Olga E. Scarpati
(Secretary, SC since 2004)
La Plata National University and Technical 
Research Council
Department of Geography
Buenos Aires, Argentina
E-mail: olgascarpati@yahoo.com.ar

5.3. Future work plan

August 2016: 33rd IGC in Beijing, hold 
sessions and business meeting ratifying 
changes in SC, discuss aims, objectives and 
strategy for 2016-2020

December 2016: Newsletter on activities in 
2016 and plans for 2017, Annual Report to 
IGU 2017-2020: Will be determined in 
strategy plan to be discussed in Beijing 
2016

Matters of attention to be discussed in 
Beijing include:

1. Administrative issues:
- Ratification of changes to SC
- Statutory regulations regarding SC 

membership
- Voting rights, decision making process 

within SC (IC)
- Criteria for appointment of SC 

members (IC)
- Revisit purpose, objectives and modus 

operandi of Commission
- Check web site visits over past period, 

suggest improvements
- Forwarding policy of IGU information

2. Allocation of tasks/ areas of 
responsibilities to SC members 
regarding:

A. Membership/ recruitment
- target/ invite leading experts
- young scientists, UNESCO water 

chairs



- 353 -
351

 

- colleagues from region and working in 
own field of expertise (IC)

- annual updating of mailing list (IC)
- monitoring of SC members activities

B. Meetings
- proposal of annual meetings, sessions, 

organising field trips,
- skype presentations as means to 

increase participation
- alternatives to costly physical 

meetings?
- documenting (notes, photos) and 

evaluating meetings
- identify new fields, invite leading 

scientists for keynotes
- liaise with local members to ensure 

high local attendance of sessions
- identify water topics of local 

relevance/ expertise

C. Publications
- regular newsletters, water research 

topics
- compilation of annual Commission 

reports,
- publication of conference proceedings

D. Website/ public visibility
- watch list for emerging water themes,
- pool of free publication downloads of 

member papers,
- links to trusted water websites (you 

tube) and national water monitoring 
programmes

- short profile of water research of each 
SC member

- Facebook/ whatsapp accounts?
- use Commission logo

E. Collaboration

Within the Commission:
- joint projects,
- database on projects (incl. GE maps)
- sharing of funding opportunities/ 

project calls
- data sharing
- student exchange, co-supervision of 

students

- scientific visits, guest professorships…

Outside of the Commission:
- establish/ maintain close links with 

international water bodies:
ICSU, WMO, IWRA, IMWA, 
UNESCO-IHP, ICOLD…

- crowd sourcing of hydrological data
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C12.41 Geomorphology and Society

 
1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

Chair: Prof. Jiun-Chuan Lin
Department of Geography
National Taiwan University
Taipei, China-Taipei
E-mail: jclin@ntu.edu.tw

Vice-Chair: Prof. Irasema Alcántara-Ayala
Institute of Geography
National Autonomous University of 
Mexico (UNAM)
México City, Mexico
E-mail: irasema@igg.unam.mx
Prof. Jonathan French
Coastal and Estuarine Research Unit
University College London
London, UK
Email: j.french@ucl.ac.uk

Prof. Beate M.W. Ratter
Institut of Geography
University Hamburg
Hamburg, Germany
Email: ratter@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de

Prof. Yuichi S. Hayakawa
Center for Spatial Information Science
University of Tokyo
Associate Professor
Tokyo, JAPAN
E-mail: hayakawa@csis.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Prof. Joy Obando
Department of Geography
Kenyatta University
Nairobi, Kenya
E-mail: obando.joy@ku.ac.ke
obandojoy@yahoo.com

Prof. Werner Nel
Department of Geography and 
Environmental Science
University of Fort Hare

Alice, South Africa
E-mail: WNel@ufh.ac.za

Prof. Margreth Keiler
Institute of Geography
University of Bern
Bern, Switzerland
E-mail: margreth.keiler@giub.unibe.ch

Prof. Herve Regnauld
Université of Rennes
Department of Geography
Rennes, France
E-mail: herve.regnauld@uhb.fr

Prof. Chuan Tang
State Key Laboratory of Geo-hazard 
Prevention and Geo-environment 
Protection
Chengdu University of Technology
Cheng Du City, Si-Chuan Province, China
E-mail: tangc707@gmail.com

Prof. Emmanuel Reynard 
Institute of Geography and Sustainability
University of Lausanne
Lausanne, Switzerland
E-mail:Emmanuel.Reynard@unil.ch

Professor Paul D. Sumner 
Department of Geography, Geoinformatics 
and Meteorology
University of Pretoria
Pretoria, South Africa
E-mail: paul.sumner@up.ac.za

2. Meetings

2.1. The Inaugural conference of IGU 
commission on “Geomorphology & 
Society” 16-17 September 2014

The meeting and its general achievement

The purpose of this inaugural conference of 
IGU commission on “Geomorphology & 
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Society” is to promote a platform in which 
geomorphologists and social scientists can 
interact, share studies and form the 
possibility of intense collaboration to 
provide solutions for acute human 
environmental problems. The interaction 
among geomorphologists and other social 
scientists are significant and crucial in 
today’s fast changing global environment. 
As policy-making is facing demanding and 
even unknown and uncertain futures of 
human environments, transdisciplinary 
collaboration becomes dynamic and vital 
for a sustainable future.

This inaugural conference has worked in a 
transdisciplinary way and served the 
Commission’s purpose. The knowledge of 
how the societies perceive their 
environments, how they make decision, and 
how they utilize the environments is a 
systematic science. The systematic science 
requires trans-disciplinary endeavors in 
order to deal with problems sensibly and 
appropriately for each individual case. That 
is to say, while the geomorphologic insights 
may be critical, societies and people at 
particular environment with certain given 
ecological issues may play even bigger 
roles in understanding and solving issues.

The main theme of this inaugural 
symposium is “Earth Surface Processes in a 
Dynamic Environment”. Earth surface 
processes, climatic change and land use 
change are critical issues throughout the 
world. Regional differences give rise to a 
diverse array of impacts and scenarios, 
requiring varied approaches for effective 
management and solutions. This conference 
provided a platform for disseminating 
research findings of geomorphologic issues 
and promoted meaningful discussions 
among scholars of various fields to bring 
new lights and possible collaboration in the 
future. In this meetings temporal aspects 
are considered seriously to strengthen the 
understanding of historical process for 
geomorphologic issues. The titles of papers 
presented are attached in the next program 
page.

A pre-conference field trip to eastern 
China-Taipei and a post-conference field 
trip to Matzu islets (Matzu Geopark and the 
National Scienic Area of Matsu islets) were 
parts of the conference, making this 
inaugural meeting a good practice of 
combining geomorphology and human 
geography. Prof. Mike Meadows, IGU 
Secretary General and IGU Vice President 
Prof. Dietrich Soyez both joined our field 
trips and conference.

This conference has assembled most of its 
commission members to share their 
research results, along with many other 
scholars. Out of the conference and papers 
presented, a decision for publishing an 
edited volume was reached. Professor Mike 
Meadows took the initiative in soliciting 
session papers. The volume of 
“Geomorphology and Society” (book 
shown in the title page of this report) has 
been published by springer by mid-2016. 
As a result of this inaugural meeting, the 
book is a milestone for involving both 
physical and human geographers to engage 
in issues that deserve transdisciplinary 
attention.

This conference was held at the National 
Taiwan University, China-Taipei.

Minutes of Commission Meeting

Date: 16 September 2014
Participants: Jiun-Chuan Lin, China-Taipei;
Jonathan French, UK; Yuichi S. Hayakawa, 
Japan; Werner Nel, South Africa; Joy 
Obando, Kenya; Herve Regnauld, France; 
Su-Min Shen, China-Taipei

The first inaugural meeting was a 
productive event which developed major 
and new ideas to move Commission into 
the Future Earth-Coast mode. The vision 
was to promote awareness around the 
geomorphologic society as well as human 
and social scientists for the potential to 
collaborative and to promote the 
achievement that could be possible for 
trans-disciplinary endeavors.
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The objectives of the meeting were:
- To devise a plan to join future IGU 

Congress and regional meeting
- To develop a global network to share 

common interests and experiences 
- To advance and promote the ideas for

geomorphology and society in each 
member country 

- To initiate a proposal for each member 
country to consider undertaking a 
fundamental revision of their research 
agenda in which the trans-disciplinary 
collaborative work is emphasized and 
promoted

2.2. Meetings 2015

IGU regional conference in Moscow 
AUGUST 17–21, 2015

The IGU Geomorphology and Society 
Commission C12.41 submitted the proposal 
of a session during the Regional 
Conference of IGU, Moscow, Russia, for 
August 17-21, 2015 under title “Problems
and consequences of land use/land cover 
changes”. The Organizers of IGU /GAS 
(Geomorphology & Society) sessions are: 
Prof. Jiun-Chuan Lin, National Taiwan 
University; Prof. Su-Min Shen, Secretary of 
The commission and Prof. Shew-Juan Su, 
National Taiwan Normal University.

The 12th East Eurasia International 
Workshop: Present Earth Surface 
Processes and Long-term Environmental 
Changes in East Eurasia 
September 4-8, 2015, Taipei, China-
Taipei

The purpose of the Workshop is to 
exchange modern and historical 
environmental information in East Asia 
region for clarifying present earth surface 
processes and long-term environmental 
changes in East Eurasia for sustainable 
Earth and establishing mutual 
understanding on earth environment. 

This international workshop was initially 
held in Daejeon, Korea (2004), and was 

subsequently in Kanazawa, Japan (2005), 
Seoul, Korea (2006), Nanjing, China 
(2007), Hakodate, Japan (2008), Taipei, 
China-Taipei (2009), Jeju Island, Korea 
(2010), Chengdu, China (2011), Kobe, 
Japan (2012) and Kwangju, Korea (2013). 
Nanjing, China (2014) and then 2015 in 
Taipei, China-Taipei.

The 12th East Eurasia International 
Workshop aims to provide a forum for 
accessing to the most up-to-date and 
authoritative researches from Quaternary 
geology, sedimentology, geography, 
geomorphology and environmental 
sciences. 

Main topics:
- Present lake-catchment processes: 

Observation and measurement
- Present environmental processes and 

natural hazards
- Lacustrine sediment chronology 
- Ecological response to human activity 

and natural variation and their 
interactions

- Global changes and regional 
environmental change

- Modeling and forecasting environment 
changes

- General discussion and some topics for 
the future cooperation.

2015 South East Asia Sustainable 
Development Workshop
Dates: 14-23 Nov. 2015
The Workshop for the Challenge of 
Sustainable Development in South-East 
Asia
On Sunday, November 14, 2015, the 
Workshop for the Challenge of Sustainable 
Development in South-East Asia opened in 
Taipei. The workshop, commissioned by 
the Ministry of Technology, R.O.C., was 
held at the Global Change Research Center 
(GCRC) in National Taiwan University 
(NTU), with more than 40 scholars, 
government officials, and speakers 
attending the event. Of the 26 delegates, 22 
were from South-Eastern Asian countries, 
including Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
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Myanmar, The Philippines, Thailand, and 
Vietnam; the remaining four were from 
India. We were also honored by the 
presence and contributions of 15 scholars 
and speakers who agreed to give lectures 
and lead discussions during the workshop. 
The majority of the invited speakers were 
local Taiwanese scholars, with the 
exception of three members from the 
Future Earth—Coasts mission: Prof. 
Jeremy Gault, Dr. Bruce Glavovic, and Dr. 
Martin LeTissier, whose nationalities were 
Irish, South African, and British 
respectively.

The workshop was chaired by Prof. Juin-
Chuan Lin, who delivered an encapsulating 
opening speech, which acted as an 
overview of the workshop and prepared the 
participants for the right mindset to 
approach the issues being discussed. The 
main aim of this workshop was to identify 
and provide insights into the common 
challenges of sustainable development for 
Southeastern Asian countries. During the 
nine-day event, discussions focused on four 
topics: Environmental Education, Energy 
and Natural Resources, Coastal and 
Maritime Issues, and Natural Hazards 
Mitigation. The topics were specifically 
chosen as these are four of the most 
common problems faced by Southeast Asia 
as we seek to strike a balance between 
modernization and environmental 
conservation. 

Research studies in the field of 
environmental protection are undoubtedly 
of great importance. However, we believe 
that practical implementation of protection 
strategies requires our urgent attention as 
well. Therefore, the workshop featured a 
series of 15 speeches and lectures given not 
only by scholars but also by Taiwanese 
government officials. On the first day, 
Minister Kuo-Yen Wei of the 
Environmental Protection Agency shared 
with the delegates China-Taipei’s 
achievement in greenhouse gas reduction, 
followed by Minister Shin-Cheng Yeh’s 
inspiring lecture on environmental 

education. Minister Yeh was an advocate in 
the passing of the Environmental Education 
Act. Each lecture was followed by a topical 
discussion session. Delegates were 
encouraged to share their thoughts and 
experiences drawn from their own country, 
while gaining a regional/international 
perspective from participants of different 
nationalities.

With a view to strengthening the ideas and 
concepts discussed in the workshop, a 
three-day field excursion was organized as 
part of the program. On the morning of 
November 20, the delegates traveled to 
central China-Taipei and visited the 921 
Earthquake Museum. The museum marked 
and commemorated the catastrophic 
earthquake that occurred on September 21, 
1999 which left thousands of people dead 
and more than 10,000 injured. It is located 
at what was originally a campus of a junior 
high school. Collapsed buildings and 
stricken landscape were preserved to 
remind us of the severe damages caused by 
earthquakes, a natural disaster all Southeast 
Asian countries are prone to. Later that day, 
we paid a visit to the dilapidated Feng-
Chiou Dam, also a victim of the 
earthquake. Torrential rain following the 
quake brought about a large-scale 
mudslide, rendering the dam useless. The 
dam exemplified the importance of hazard 
mitigation as climate change increases the 
probability of intense precipitation.

As a final note, the workshop also included 
a special occasion on which NTU and the 
Future Earth officially signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding. The 
signing ceremony and the banquet were 
held in the evening of November 19, 
signifying the beginning of our cooperation 
with the Future Earth and the launch of its 
China-Taipei office, which will act as a 
regional center for the mission. All 
delegates in the workshop were invited to 
witness this historical moment.

Thanks to the success of the program, we 
are currently planning for a second 
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workshop of similar topics to be held this 
year, and the dates have been set on June 
21-29, 2016. It is our wish to include a 
wider range of environment-related issues, 
especially those highly relevant to 
Southeastern Asian countries. The 
workshop is expected to take place at the 
same location as this year. Our vision is 
that, by influencing a group of elite 
participants, we can expand our power to 
influence the world. And from the positive 
feedback we got from the delegates, we 
believe that this vision is on its way to 
becoming reality.

2.3. Meetings 2016

IGU Joint symposium of Commissions 
on Island, Political Geography, and 
Geomorphology & Society
Date: 26-29 June, 2016
Venue: NTU Global Change Research 
Center, CHINA-TAIPEI

Back ground and general achievements

The purpose of the joint conference of IGU 
Commissions on “Geomorphology & 
Society”, “Island Study” and “Political 
Geography” is to promote how the nature 
and human research can contribute to the 
changing society and exchange historical 
and contemporary information on 
environmental processes.

The organisers invite researchers, 
academics, community and business 
interests, government authorities and 
interest groups to participate in the 
conference. The event offers an opportunity 
to present papers and posters, discuss issues 
and developments on a wide range of 
subjects, and identify common themes 
affecting geomorphology and society, 
islands, and political geography throughout 
the world. Regional differences give rise to 
a diverse array of impacts and scenarios, 
requiring different approaches for effective 
management. The conference will provide a 
platform for dissemination of research 

findings and will promote discussion of 
these topics.

This is also the opportunity to invite other 
commissions to hold the symposium and 
discuss from different disciplinary. To have 
dialogue interdisciplinary is one of the goal 
for this symposium. At the end of the 
symposium it turned out very successful 
and found many possibilities to work 
together between IGU commissions.

3. Networking

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
commissions

This commission tentatively aims to work 
with other IGU Commissions, especially 
with the Island Commission in the future. 
The joint commission with Island 
Commission and Political Geography 
Commission will be held in 25-29 June 
2016.

3.2. Collaboration with ISSC and ICSU 
programs

The commission will work with Future 
Earth Coasts project of the ICSU. These 
projects transformed from LOICZ into 
Future Earth-Coast in 2015.

4. Publications

Hayakawa, Y.S., Oguchi, C.T., Ariga, N., 
Aoki, H. (2015) Spatial distribution of 
changes in rockwall surface at Yoshimi-
Hyakuana cave, central Japan, revealed by 
repeated terrestrial laser scanning. Procedia 
Earth and Planetary Science, 15, 619–626. 
doi:10.1016/j.proeps.2015.08.114

Yener, K.A., Kulakoglu, F., Yazgan, E.,
Kontani, R., Hayakawa, Y.S., Lehner, J.W., 
Dardeniz, G., Öztürk, G., Johnson, M., 
Hacar, A. (2015) The discovery of new tin 
mines and production sites near Kültepe, 
ancient Kanesh in Turkey: a third 
Millennium BC highland production model. 
Antiquity, 89 (345), 596-612. 
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doi:10.15184/aqy.2015.30

Hayakawa, Y.S., Oguchi, T., Saito, H., 
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5. Continuation

5.1. Commission Mission

The target of the Commission is to 
contribute to the strengthening of 
collaborative work among 
geomorphologists and human/social 
scientists and geographers. 

The aims that could be achieved by the 
target are three fold:
1) to advance physical geographic 

knowledge through involving 
discourses among geomorphologists 
and human geographers and other 
social scientists

2) (2) to fostering transdisciplinary 
capacity building for young 
geomorphologic researchers, and

3) to develop transdisciplinary knowledge 
of geomorphology and social sciences 
so that applied geomorphology could 
become much comprehensive and thus 
benefit human society. 

Following are listed missions:
• To promote international collaboration 

in geomorphology within the IGU 
community.
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• To strengthen scientific cooperation 
with the International Association of 
Geomorphologists (IAG) and other 
international bodies related to 
geomorphology field.

• To advance applied geomorphology 
research for policy makers and societal 
betterment.

• To stimulate interaction and 
collaborative work among 
environmental scientists, in particular 
leading work teams in different aspects 
of geomorphology.

• To strengthen scientific discourses 
among numerical, experimental and 
field observing geomorphologists.

• To foster the exchange of and the 
dissemination of geomorphologic 
knowledge.

• To organize and hold special sessions 
within the IGU Congress and 
Conferences, and in other academic 
forums.

5.2. Steering Committee

Chair: Jiun-Chuan Lin, China-Taipei 
jclin@ntu.edu.tw
Vice Chair: Irasema Alcántara-Ayala, 
Mexico  
irasema@igg.unam.mx

Jonathan French, UK
j.french@ucl.ac.uk

Beate M.W. Ratter, Germany
ratter@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de

Yuichi S. Hayakawa, Japan
hayakawa@csis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Werner Nel, South Africa
WNel@ufh.ac.za

Joy Obando, Kenya
obando.joy@ku.ac.ke

Margreth Keiler, Swiss
margreth.keiler@giub.unibe.ch

Herve Regnauld, France
herve.regnauld@uhb.fr

Chuan Tang, China
tangc707@gmail.com

Emmanuel Reynard, Swiss
Emmanuel.Reynard@unil.ch

Paul D. Sumner, South Africa
paul.sumner@up.ac.za

Secretary: Wen-Cheng Wang, China-Taipei
wwang@gmail.com

5.3. Future work plan

In the last two year, this commission did 
not form a complete list of corresponding 
memberships and mailing list. It should be 
prioritized as one main task for the next 4 
years. In the meantime, as joint symposium 
of various IGU Commissions has proven to 
be productive, further joint symposiums 
deserve to be carried out with well thought 
out themes. 

The major work plan for the next four years 
is listed as follows:
1. To organize sessions in IGU congress, 

regional conferences and other related 
meetings.

2. To hold workshops of training courses 
and for joint sessions among various 
commission members, scientists, 
government officials, post graduates, 
etc.

3. To organize research results of 
collaborative work to participate joint 
symposiums held by other IGU 
Commissions and related 
organizations.

4. To improve and update the web page 
of Geomorphology and Society for 
better communication and promotion 
purposes.

5. To publish working papers, pamphlets 
or books to promote Geomorphology 
for Society.
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6. To hold occasional functioning 
meetings among steering commission 
members as resource permits.

7. Outreach:
- To hold occasional meetings or 

seminars for both environmental 
scientists and the society in general to 
increase the awareness for integrating 
geomorphologic knowledge for 
societies.

- To demonstrate the importance of the 
Geomorphology and Society. Due to 
climate change, the magnitude and 
frequency of natural processes brought 
huge damage to the society. It is our 
mission task to bring people to become 
aware of such change for hazard 
mitigation and building societal 
resilience. 

- To take opportunity to work with other 
commissions, such as the sessions with 
the IAG and Nanjing University, China 
during the Beijing IGU congress, 2016.

- To organize another joint symposium 
at Koln University in September 2017 
and 2018 in France (the most likely 
country)

- To work with IYGU project to increase 
the awareness of daily life geography 
for schools and human society in 
general.

- To work with Future Earth Coasts 
project. NTU is one of the regional 
center for this project.



- 363 -

361
 

T12-01 Olympiad Task Force

 
1. Membership

1.1. Steering Committee

The 2012-2016 Steering Committee of the 
IGU Olympiad Task Force is made up of 
two co-chairs, the past, present and future 
Olympiad Local Organisers and three 
seconded members. With Olympiads 
scheduled every year in the 2012-2016 
quadrennial, the rotation of organisers 
means that the Task Force draws 
membership from a range of countries, can 
draw on a wealth of experience, and is 
continually ‘refreshed’. Further, the 
rotation is important in the mentoring role 
of the Task Force and induction of future 
Local Organisers. The Steering Committee 
has the following membership:

Ms Kathryn Berg (co-chair)
Royal Geographical Society of Queensland
Milton Qld, Australia
Email: kathberg1@gmail.com

Prof Lex Chalmers (co-chair)
Department of Geography 
The University of Waikato 
Hamilton, New Zealand
E-mail: lex@waikato.ac.nz 

Mr Henk Ankoné
Doetinchem, Netherlands
E-mail: henk@ankone.net

Dr Fernando García-García
Centro de Ciencias de la Atmosfera
Universidad Nacional Autónonma de 
México
Circuito de la Investigacion Cientifica
Mexico
Email: igeo.amc.mexico@gmail.com

Ms Sue Lomas
Culcheth, Warrington 
United Kingdom
Email: sue-lomas@talktalk.net

Assoc Prof Alexey Naumov
Faculty of Geography
Moscow State University MGU
Moscow, Russia
Email: alnaumov61@gmail.com 

Mr Tomasz Sawicki
Polish Geographical Society
Komitet Główny Olimpiady Geograficznej
Warsaw, Poland 
Email: tomasz.j.sawicki@gmail.com

Prof Wang Min
College of Geography
Beijing Normal University
Beijing, P.R. China
Email: wangmin@bnu.edu.cn

1.2. Corresponding Members

The current active membership totals 113 
from 51 countries. It is made up of the 
Steering Committee (8) the International 
Board composed of representatives (40) of 
participating countries, other Olympiad 
team leaders, and geography educators 
from countries actively considering 
participating in future Olympiads. In 
addition, there are 15 geography educators 
in another 13 countries with whom we 
communicate at least annually, but who 
would not be described as active members.   
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The country break-up is as follows:

Active members China 3 Kazakhstan 2 Poland 3
Argentina 1 China-Taipei 3 Kyrgyzstan 1 Romania 2
Armenia 2 Croatia 2 Latvia 3 Russia 4
Australia 3 Cyprus 1 Lithuania 2 Serbia 2
Azerbaijan 1 Czech Republic 2 Malawi 1 Singapore 3
Belarus 3 Denmark 2 Mexico 3 Slovakia 2
Belgium 2 Estonia 3 Mongolia 2 Slovenia 2
Bolivia 2 Finland 2 Montenegro 2 Switzerland 1
Brazil 1 Germany 1 Netherlands 2 Thailand 3
Bulgaria 3 Hungary 2 New Zealand 5 Turkey 2
Canada 2 Indonesia 2 Nigeria 2 Turkmenistan 1
Hong Kong 2 Iran 1 Pakistan 1 UK 2
Macau 2 Japan 3 Philippines 4 USA 3

Non-active members
Chile 1 Kuwait 1
India 1 Portugal 1
Ireland 1 Saudi Arabia 1
Israel 1 South Africa 2
Italy 1 Spain 1
Jamaica 1 Sweden 1

Tunisia 2

1.3. Commission website

URL of the Task Force website is
http://www.geoolympiad.org/

2. Meetings

2.1. Meetings 2014 - 2015

2014 International Geography Olympiad

The 2014 iGeo was held in Kraków in 
Poland from 12 to 18 August 2014. The 
event was jointly organised by the Polish 
Geographical Society and the Pedagogical 
University of Kraków, with financial 
assistance from the Polish Ministry of 
National Education. The Local Organising 

Committee was led by Tomasz Sawicki of 
the Society, with support of Prof Wiktor 
Osuch of the Pedagogical University.  
Tomasz Sawicki holds a unique position in 
Olympiad history; he was a student 
participant in the 2002 Olympiad, a 
volunteer at the 2004 Olympiad, a team 
leader at the 2006-12 Olympiads, a member 
of the Task Force at the 2013 Olympiad, 
and Local Organiser of the 2014 Olympiad. 

Thirty-six teams competed at the Kraków 
Olympiad, with Montenegro and Serbia 
participating for the first time. Total 
participation was approximately 235 
people, made up of 144 students, plus team 
leaders, official observers and members of 
the Local Organising Committee. In 
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addition a large number of volunteers 
assisted.

The Written Response Test asked questions 
in the areas of Geology and Coastal 
Landforms, Forest Resources, Global 
Ecological Footprint, Impacts of Global 
Warming, Population and Health, and 
finally Globalisation and Transnational 
Corporations (TNCs). The fieldwork site 
was the Błonia and Jordana Park area in 
Kraków, and students investigated various 
aspects of the provision and use of public 
space. 

James Mullen (USA) received the highest 
mark, with Lim Wei Chong Timothy 
(Singapore) second, and Janice Mui 
(Australia) third. The top three international 
teams were Singapore, Australia and 
Romania in that order.

2015 International Geography Olympiad

The Olympiad associated with the 2015 
Regional Conference meeting in Russia 
was organized by the Ministry of Education 
and Science of the Russian Federation, 
Tver State University, Lomonosov Moscow 
State University and the Russian 
Geographical Society. The venue was the 
“Computeria” youth recreation and 
educational center, 200 km from Moscow. 
Assoc Prof Alexey Naumov led the Local 
Organising Committee. 

The Olympiad continues to expand and 
teams from 40 countries participated in 
2015. We were particularly pleased to 
welcome our first South American teams –
from Argentina and Bolivia – along with 
other first-time participants Armenia, 
Philippines and Thailand. Total 
participation was approximately 265 
people, made up of 159 students, plus team 
leaders, official observers and members of 
the Local Organising Committee. In 
addition a large number of volunteers 
helped in the organisation.

The six themes addressed in the Written 
Response Test were Weathering, Tropical 
Storms, Mapping Skills and Cold 
Environments, Water Conflicts, Living in 
Slums and, finally, Geography and Cultural 
Diversity. The location of the Fieldwork 
environment was Staritsa (a regional town 
of 8000 people). Observation and mapping 
formed the first part of the test, with 
‘sustainable options for Staritsa’s future’ 
forming the basis of the written assignment.

Chang-Chin Wang of China-Taipei was 
assessed as the best young geographer, with 
Oxana Repina of New Zealand second and 
James Mullen of the USA third. The top 
international team was from Poland, with 
Romania second and China-Taipei third.

2.2. Future Meetings

The Task Force plans to conduct 
International Geography Olympiads 
annually. The IGU Executive adopted an 
annual strategy for the 2012-2016 
quadrennial but will revert to the biennial 
Congress and Regional conference model 
in 2016-2020. This model does not suit the 
Olympiad funding cycles of most countries 
where between six and seven Olympiads 
are state-funded on an annual basis. Given 
the interest in and growth of the Olympiad, 
and the national status associated with 
hosting such an event, the Task Force has 
decided to continue offering an Olympiad 
every year. In non-IGU Congress/ Regional 
Conference years, the events may be 
attached to conferences of other IGU 
Commissions, but are more likely to be 
independently organised by the Task Force. 
Planning is already under way with the 
Local Organising Committees for these 
future Olympiads:

2016 International Geography Olympiad

The 2016 Olympiad (the thirteenth iGeo) 
will be in Beijing between 16 and 22 
August. The Olympiad runs immediately 
prior to the IGU Congress and the 
Olympiad Gold Medals will be awarded at 



- 366 -
364

 

the Opening Ceremony of the Congress. 
The Olympiad is being hosted by the 
Ministry of Education of the People’s 
Republic of China, China Association for 
Science and Technology, the Geographical 
Society of China, and Beijing Normal 
University. The Local Organising 
Committee is co-chaired by Prof Wang Min 
and Dr Wei Dongying from Beijing Normal 
University, with the event held in the 
Beijing Conference Centre. Planning for 
the Beijing Olympiad is well advanced, and 
Task Force representatives have made site 
visits to consult on the fieldwork test. 
Applications to participate have been 
accepted from 47 countries, including 6 
new ones.

2017 International Geography Olympiad

The 2017 Olympiad will be held from 2 to 
8 August in Belgrade.  It will be hosted by 
the Regional Center for Talented Youth 
Belgrade II, whose invitation was selected 
by the Task Force after a competitive bid 
process. The Local Organiser, Nikola 
Srzentic, Director of the Center, and his 
committee have preparations well in hand. 

2018 International Geography Olympiad

In 2018 the Olympiad will be held from 31 
July to 6 August (dates to be confirmed) at 
the Université Laval in Quebec. It will run 
immediately prior to the IGU Regional 
Conference. The Task Force is in regular 
communication with Prof Matthew 
Hatvany from the Université Laval, and 
Beth Dye from the Royal Canadian 
Geographical Society.

3. Networking

Since it was established in 2004, the Task 
Force has had regular contact with the 
Steering Committee of the Commission on 
Geographical Education. This arrangement 
has worked to our mutual benefit. 

The Task Force has negotiated with Prof 
Benno Werlen on ways that the Olympiad 

programme could contribute to the 
International Year of Global Understanding 
(IYGU), in association with the 
Geographical Education strand in the 
IYGU. It is planned that topics relevant to 
the IYGU will be included in the 2016 
Olympiad tests. 

The Task Force has also been working with 
a representative of the IGU project 
OURSUS (Our Sustainable Cities) on ways 
this could be incorporated into the 
Olympiad programme in Beijing. The 
posters being presented by the students will 
address the Sustainable Cities theme as 
applied in their home countries.

The communications of the Task Force are 
largely with national geography education 
representatives, where the Task Force is in 
regular contact with Geographers in more 
than 50 countries. As well as email 
communications to the international 
collective (constituted as the International 
Board, a governance group), discussion and 
debate over major issues takes place 
annually at Olympiad events.

The most important audience for the 
Olympiad is young geographers. We 
conclude this section with a participant 
comment to indicate the underlying social 
engagement the Olympiad seeks to foster:

“One of the most satisfying things I found 
with the Olympiad was the opportunity to 
meet and befriend so many different people 
from around the world, which seemed to 
transcend the importance of the actual 
competition. Everyone at the Olympiad, all 
with the mutual interest of geography, was 
friendly and open to conversation about 
their homelands and lives within, and it 
was great to get a view of the world from so 
many different perspectives, from both 
students and team leaders. Although the 
Olympiad only lasted a week, staying in 
touch with the others from all over the 
world, online, has allowed the friendships 
to be continued, hopefully long into the 
future.” Oscar Fawkes (student)
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4. Publications

The Task Force relies on its website and 
email list to communicate with the 
geographical community. The Task Force 
itself does not publish any newsletters, 
journals or books. However, articles on 
countries' participation in the Olympiad 
appear in the newsletters, journals and 
websites of many national geographical 
education organisations. The Task Force 
contributed to the special issue of 
Geographia Polonica published in 
association with the Kraków Regional 
Conference: 

Lex Chalmers, Kathryn Berg (2014) 
Changes, challenges and responsibilities in 
geographical education: The International 
Geography Olympiad. Geographia 
Polonica.  Vol. 87, no. 2, pp. 267-276.

The website of the Olympiad Task Force is 
found at www.geoolympiad.org. The site is 
maintained by the University of Waikato.  
The site explains what the geography 
Olympiad is, with reference to the history 
stretching back to the 1996 Olympiad in the 
Netherlands. One key set of pages is found 
under the Statutes tab. The statements 
found here describe the key activities and 
processes of the Task Force. The second 
important set of pages is under the Test 
Guidelines tab, where the locations and 
details of the component tests (Written 
Response Test, Multimedia Test and the 
Fieldwork Exercise) are described. Each 
Olympiad LoC also creates its own website. 
These include large amounts of information 
about that particular Olympiad. Photos and 
news are added during and after the 
Olynpiad.

5. Continuation

5.1. Task Force Mission

The mission of the Task Force is to 
organise International Geography 
Olympiads, and through this: 

• to stimulate active interest in 
geographical and environmental 
studies among young people; 

• to contribute positively to debate about 
the importance of geography as a 
senior secondary school subject by
drawing attention to the quality of 
geographical knowledge, skills and 
interests among young people;

• to facilitate social contacts between 
young people from different countries 
and in doing so, contribute to the 
understanding between nations.

5.2. Steering Committee

With the increased workload arising from 
annual Olympiads, the composition of the 
Steering Committee has been amended in 
the Olympiad Statutes. It is now made up of 
a chair (or two co-chairs), the past, present 
and the two future Olympiad Local 
Organisers and up to four seconded 
members. One member of the Steering 
Committee is therefore replaced every year. 
As stated in Section 1(a), the rotation of 
Local Organisers means that the Task Force 
draws membership from a variety of 
countries, has a wealth of experience 
available, and is renewed on an ongoing 
basis. This is also important in the 
mentoring role of the Task Force and 
induction of future Local Organisers. The 
proposed membership of the 2016-2020 
Task Force is:

Ms Sue Lomas (co-chair)
Warrington, United Kingdom
Email: sue-lomas@talktalk.net

Assoc Prof Su-Min Shen (co-chair)
Department of Geography
National Taiwan Normal University
Taipei, China-Taipei
Email: smshen@ntnu.edu.tw

Assoc Prof Alexey Naumov
Faculty of Geography
Moscow State University MGU
Moscow, Russia 
Email: alnaumov61@gmail.com 
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Mr Tomasz Sawicki
Polish Geographical Society
Komitet Główny Olimpiady Geograficznej
Warsaw, Poland 
Email: tomasz.j.sawicki@googlemail.com

Dr Dubravka Spevec
Department of Geography
University of Zagreb
Zagreb, Croatia
Email: dspevec@geog.pmf.hr

Mr Nikola Srzentic
Regional Center for Talented Youth 
Belgrade, Serbia
Email: talenti10@open.telekom.rs

Mdm Li Ling Tan
Ministry of Education
Singapore 
Email: TAN_Li_Ling@moe.gov.sg

Prof Wang Min
College of Geography
Beijing Normal University
Beijing, P.R. China
Email: wangmin@bnu.edu.cn

5.3. Future work plan

The Task Force plans to conduct 
International Geography Olympiads 
annually as follows:

• 2017 – Belgrade, Serbia
• 2018 – Quebec, Canada
• 2019 – venue yet to be decided
• 2020 – Istanbul, Turkey

We are grateful that the Executive and IGU 
General Assembly supported the inclusion 
of US$5000 for the Olympiad Task Force 
in Memoranda of Understanding with 
Regional Conference and Congress Local 
Organising Committees. The most 
important use of these funds is for Task 
Force representatives to visit the Olympiad 
hosts to consult on the fieldwork test, and 
check the accommodation and facilities. 

The Task Force will continue to monitor its 
practices and procedures, and revise as 
necessary, to ensure that the Olympiad tests 
recognise the world’s best young 
geographers, and that other elements of the 
programme facilitate intercultural sharing 
between the students, and international 
networking between the geography 
educators. 

The Task Force will continue its outreach 
to countries that do not compete in the 
Olympiad and anticipates that the number 
of participants will continue to grow.
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1. General Information 
 
1.1. ORGANISERS 
 
The International Geographical Union 
(IGU) is an international, non-
governmental, professional organization 
devoted to the development of the discipline 
of geography. The IGU is one of the oldest 
international scientific associations formally 
established in Brussels in 1922. However, 
the history of international meetings of 
geographers is much longer. The 
International Geographical Congress was 
hold in 1871 in Antwerp. The Union 
promotes the study of geographical 
problems; initiates and coordinates 
geographical research requiring 
international cooperation and promotes its 
scientific discussion and publication; 
provides for the participation of geographers 
in the work of relevant international 
organizations; facilitates the collection and 
diffusion of geographical data and 
documentation in and between all member 
countries; promotes international 
standardization or compatibility of methods,  
nomenclature, and symbols employed in 
geography. The IGU holds the International 
Geographical Congress every four years and 
promotes Regional Conferences and other 
meetings between the International 
Geographical Congresses, and other 
meetings in furtherance of the objectives of 
the Union. The IGU also facilitates the 
participation of geographers in the global 
community of scientists through its formal 
affiliation as a Member Union within both 
the International Council for Science 
(ICSU) and the International Social Science 
Council (ISSC). Since its early days the 
Union has consisted of three major 

components: a General Assembly of the 
delegates appointed by the member 
countries which meets at the time of the 
Congress and is the highest authority of the 
Union; an Executive Committee which 
consists of a President, eight Vice-
Presidents and a Secretary-General and 
Treasurer; Commissions and Study Groups 
which continue their work between General 
Assembly meetings. Commissions and Task 
Forces are research bodies of the IGU that 
cover a very wide range of research topics 
within the discipline of Geography. The 
work of the IGU is conducted also through 
the instruments of its National Committees 
in the countries members. Nowadays the 
IGU reunites geographical communities 
from 90 countries.  
 
Soviet/ Russian geographers joined IGU in 
1956. They are represented by the National 
Committee of Russian Geographers 
approved by the Russian Academy of 
Sciences. In 2012, Dr. Vladimir Kolosov 
became the IGU’s first Russian president. 
The working languages of the Union are 
English and French. 
 
The Russian Geographical Society (RGS) 
was founded in 1845 on the decree by 
Nicholas I. It is among the oldest 
geographical societies in the world. The 
RGS unites experts in geography and 
cognate sciences – as well as teachers, travel 
enthusiasts, environmentalists, public 
figures and anyone prepared to help study 
and preserve Russia’s natural heritage – with 
the aim of promoting the acquisition and 
dissemination of related knowledge. In past 
years, the RGS was led by representatives of 
the royal family, illustrious travelers, 
researchers and state officials. Its honorary 

IGU Regional Conference 
Moscow, August 2015 
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members included Russian government, 
academic and other public figures such as P. 
P. Semyonov-Tyan-Shansky, S. Yu. Witte, 
N. I. Vavilov, V. I. Vernadsky, F. P. 
Wrangell, A. M. Gorchakov, V. I. Dahl and 
V. A. Obruchev, as well as prominent world 
figures like King Leopold II of Belgium, 
Sultan Abdul Hamid of Turkey, King Carl 
XVI Gustaf of Sweden, King Oscar II of 
Norway, Shah Qajar Nasser Aldini of Persia 
and explorers Baron Ferdinand Richthofen, 
Roald Amundsen, Fridtjof Nansen and Thor 
Heyerdahl. Hundreds of RGS expeditions 
have played important roles in 
understanding the Arctic, Siberia, the Far 
East, the Middle East, Central Asia, 
Australia and the World Ocean. Russian 
Defense Minister Sergey Shoygu serves as 
President of the RGS since 2009. In this 
period, the Society established a Board of 
Trustees headed by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. This board revived a long 
tradition of public and private sponsorship in 
establishing RGS grants. The Society 
currently operates regional branches in each 
of the 85 subjects of Russian Federation. 
 
Lomonosov Moscow State University 
(LMSU) is Russia’s leading university. 
Russia’s first societies and schools of 
science blossomed on its grounds along with 
great literary masters. It is intimately linked 
with historic luminaries known to every 
Russian student. Today the university 
consists of 41 faculties and 15 research 
institutes, with more than 50,000 students 
and over 10,000 educators and researchers. 
It has fielded 11 Nobel laureates, and 
currently hosts research centers dedicated to 
computing, lasers, biotechnology, energy, 
medicine and many other fields. It also 
features a production base, satellites, a 
unique network of robotic telescopes, an 
observatory, a supercomputer, a botanical 
garden, the first Russian science park, 
museums, laboratories and field stations 
throughout the world. LMSU is open to all, 
educating people from over 80 countries in 
collaboration with its five Russian and 
international affiliates. The university also 
works with leading Russian and 

international companies. The ambition to 
lead in meeting the challenges of our time is 
among the fundamental characteristics of 
LMSU and its community. 
 
The Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS) 
was established in 1724. Until 2014 it has 
consisted of a network of about 400 research 
institutes employing about 100,000 people 
from across the Russian Federation, and 
additional scientific and social units such as 
libraries, publishing houses, and hospitals. 
RAS combined full members 
(Academicians) and corresponding 
members and scientists employed by 
institutions. Now it assumes the 
coordination basic research carried out by 
scientific organisations and higher education 
institutions, while research institutes and 
most other units are run by a special 
governmental agency. Headquartered in 
Moscow, the Academy is considered a civil, 
self-governed, non-commercial   
organization. 
 
1.2. CONFERENCE LOCATION 
 
Moscow, MOSCOW STATE  
UNIVERSITY 17-21 August 2015 
 
Lomonosov Moscow State University 
campus in the southwest of Moscow 
disposes of several educational and congress 
buildings specially designed to host a large 
number of diverse activities, thus providing 
enough space to accommodate all the 
sessions, lectures, and Associated Events of 
the Conference. 
 
The IGU 2015 took place in a special cluster 
of very recent campus buildings of the 
University. This cluster includes the 
Fundamental Library, Shuvalovsky and 
Lomonosovsky educational buildings, 
named after the founding fathers of Moscow 
University. Each of the buildings contains a 
large number of rooms equipped with all 
necessary facilities, thus creating a rich and 
inspirational atmosphere for scientific 
discussions and public outreach events. 
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1.3. THE TITLE OF THE  
CONFERENCE 

 
International Geographical Union Regional 
Conference “Geography, Culture and 
Society for our future Earth” 
1.4. REGISTRATION FEES 
 
 Early (from 1 November 2014 to 10 

April 2015) 
Participant 399$ 
Student 199$ 
Accompanying persons 150$ 
Optional Gala dinner 80$ 

 
 Standard (from 11 April, 2015 to 10 

June, 2015) 
Participant 450$ 
Student 230$ 
Accompanying persons 180$ 
Optional Gala dinner 80$ 

 
 On site (after 10 June, 2015) 

Participant 500 $ 
Student 250 $ 
Accompanying persons 210 $ 
Optional Gala dinner 80 $ 

 
 One day 

Participant 150 $ 
Student 75 $ 
Optional Gala dinner 80 $ 

 
Special fee for Russian participants – 
member of Russian Geographical 
SocietyRussian Geographical Society offers 
special discounts for the members of 
Russian Geographical Society from Russian 
Federation. The discounted registration fees 
for the members of Russian Geographical 
Society:  
 
Early and Standard registration (01.11.2014 
- 20.06.2015) - 100 $ 
On site (after 20.06.2015) - 120$. 
One-day participation – 30 $. 
 
 
 

2. ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
AND PARTNERS 

 
2.1. STEERING COMMITTEE IGU 

2015 
 
Sergey Shoygu 
President of the Russian Geographical 
Society 
 
Viktor Sadovnichiy 
Rector of Lomonosov Moscow State 
University 
Academician of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences 
 
Vladimir Kotlyakov 
Honorary President of Russian 
Geographical Society 
Chair of the National Committee of Russian 
Geographers   
Academician of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences 
 
Nikolay Kasimov 
First Vice-President of the Russian 
Geographical Society 
Academician of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences 
 
Artur Chilingarov 
First Vice-President of the Russian 
Geographical Society 
Corresponding Member of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
 
Petr Baklanov 
Academician of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences 
 
Sergey Chalov  
General Secretary for IGU Moscow 2015 
 
Anastasia Chernobrovina  
Advisor to the President of the Russian 
Geographical Society for Media Policy 
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Aleksandr Chibilev  
Vice-president of the Russian Geographical 
Society 
Corresponding Member of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
 
Kirill Chistyakov  
Vice-president of the Russian Geographical 
Society 
 
Sergey Dobroliubov  
Chair of the Program Committee 
Corresponding Member of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
 
Aleksandr Frolov  
Head of Federal Service for 
Hydrometeorology and Environmental 
Monitoring of Russia 
 
Rinat Gizatullin  
Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and 
Environment of the Russian Federation 
 
Vladimir Kolosov  
President of the International Geographical 
Union 
 
Dmitry Krasnikov  
Director JSC “Roscartography” 
 
Anton Kulbachevsky  
Head of the Moscow Department for 
Environmental Management and Protection 
 
Aleksandr Lobzhanidze  
 
Artem Manukyan  
Executive Director of the Russian 
Geographical Society 
 
Aleksey Naumov  
iGeo-2015 Local Organiser 
 
Gennady Pobedinsky  
Director of the Federal Service for State 
Registration, Cadastre and Cartography 
 
Alexander Sebentsov  
Scientific Secretary for the National 
Committee of Russian Geographers 

Sergey Chalov  
Secretary General for IGU Moscow 2015 
 
Marina Seliverstova  
Head of Federal Water Resources Agency 
 
Sergey Shpilko  
Chairman of Moscow Committee for 
Tourism and the Hotel Industry 
 
Mikhail Slipenchuk  
Vice-Chair of the Committee for Natural 
Resources, Nature Management and 
Environment of the State Duma 
 
Arkady Tishkov  
 
Valery Tishkov  
Academician of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences 
 
Natalya Tretyak  
First Deputy Minister of Education and 
Science of the Russian Federation 
 
Arnold Tulokhonov  
Member of the Federation Council 
Corresponding Member of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
 
2.2. OFFICIAL SPONSORS 
 

OJSC “NEFTYANAYA 
COMPANIYA ROSNEFT” 

(“ROSNEFT”) 
 
In June, a research expedition Kara-Winter-
2015, implemented by Rosneft with the 
participation of Arctic Research and Design 
Center and specialists from FSBI Arctic and 
Antarctic Research Institute, was 
successfully completed. It was the largest 
Arctic expedition in the world over the past 
20 years by its scope and composition. 
 
Rosneft objectively does more than all other 
commercial companies in the Arctic» said 
Arthur Chilingarov, the special envoy of the 
Russian President for International 
Cooperation in the Arctic and Antarctic. The 
company’s activities are incomparable. 
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The company applies its efforts and 
resources to the scientific study of areas for 
future oil production. The main principle of 
the company is «science in the Arctic should 
be ahead of the business». First come the 
scientists, who study the area, carry out a 
wide range of research, thoroughly 
investigate the ice conditions — and only 
then comes the turn of oil and gas specialists. 
 
Rosneft invites leading Russian scientists 
including oceanographers, biologists, 
geologists, geographers and ecologists to 
join the study of the Arctic. Last year, 
together with the RGS the Company held a 
series of roundtables, which were attended 
by key experts of the Arctic world. It was 
decided to develop a special scientific 
interdisciplinary program for the integrated 
study of the Arctic based on the principles of 
special regime of economic activity in the 
region, including environmental regulations 
of shelf development. 
 
The main feature of scientific expeditions 
organized by Rosneft in the Arctic is an 
integrated approach. Over the past three 
years, there were already six such 
expeditions. During this period the studies 
of the environmental conditions in the 
Barents, Kara, East Siberian Sea and the 
Laptev Sea were implemented, physical and 
mechanical properties of ice were explored 
as well as smooth ice morphometric 
parameters and hummocky formations, 
distribution of water masses, currents, and 
the variability of temperature. 90 ice stations 
were organized to restore the system of 
meteorological observations in the Arctic 
isles, automatic sensors were set on 
icebergs, allowing to continuously track the 
location of ice formations and to determine 
the trajectory of the drift, as well as to 
conduct a unique set of free observation of 
marine life in the Arctic. 
 
LAKE BAIKAL PROTECTION FUND 

 
Fund for Protection of Lake Baikal was 
established in 2008 on the initiative of 
METROPOL Group of Companies. The 

President of the Fund is a well-known 
Russian scientist and researcher, Deputy of 
the State Duma of the Russian Federation, 
Hero of the Soviet Union, Hero of the 
Russian Federation, and a corresponding 
member of Russian Academy of Science 
Artur Chilingarov.  
 
Main goals and objectives of the Fund: 
• Promotion of safeguarding and 

conservation of Lake Baikal; 
• Conduction of scientific research 

directed towards conservation of Lake 
Baikal; 

• Promotion of creation of ecology-
friendly and safe technologies; 

• Promotion of environment protection 
and human health safety. 

 
RUSSIAN FOUNDATION FOR BASIC 

RESEARCH (RFBR) 
 
Russian Foundation for Basic Research 
(RFBR) was established on April 27, 1992 
by the President of the Russian Federation 
and is a self-governed state non-profit 
organisation controlled by the government. 
The Foundation provides targeted 
diversified support to leading groups of 
scientists regardless of the organisation they 
represent. Support of initiative scientific 
research in all the principal directions of 
fundamental science is carried out strictly on 
a competition basis after a comprehensive 
evaluation. 
 
2.3. MEDIA PARTNERS 
 

GENERAL INFORMATIONAL 
PARTNERS 

 
TASS is Russia’s leading state information 
agency which celebrated its 110th 
anniversary September 1st, 2014. The 
agency has the largest reporter network 
among Russian media: 70 regional centers 
and offices in Russia and 68 foreign offices 
in 63 countries of the world, which allows 
TASS to cover events anywhere around the 
globe in real time. The agency produces 
more than 100 different information 
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packages on political, economic, social, 
cultural and sports news in Russia and other 
countries in Russian and English. 
http://tass.ru/en  
 
My Planet is Russia's main educational 
channel covering the topics of traveling, 
history, science and people. My Planet is a 
part of VGTRK's off-the-air package Digital 
television. 
http://www.moya-planeta.ru/  
Vokrug Sveta - a monthly educational 
magazine about travel, amazing corners of 
our planet, historical events, scientific 
discoveries and technical achievements. The 
magazine has won the love of Russians of all 
ages and generations and almost 
continuously published for 154 years. 
Educates, informs and entertains a reader, 
keeping up and developing the humanistic 
traditions of Russian oldest informative 
edition. The official partner of the Russian 
Geographic Society since 2012. 
http://www.vokrugsveta.ru/  
 
National Geographic Russia — the official 
publication of the National Geographic 
Society of the United States, National 
Geographic is published in 33 languages and 
read by over 38 million people. Stunning 
photos accompany articles on a vast array of 
topics, including history, science, 
archeology and culture. While it is widely 
read all over the world, the core of National 
Geographic stays the same regardless of 
where it comes out, making it a truly 
international magazine. 
 
Radio Rossii is the main state radio station 
of Russia. It is part of the state-owned 
unitary enterprise VGTRK, which also 
includes television channels Russia-1, 
Russia-2, Russia-24, Carousel, and Russia-
K, as well as radio stations Yunost, Mayak, 
Kultura and Vesti FM. ≪Radio Rossii≫ is 
an exclusive Federal radio station, 
broadcasting all kinds of radio programs 
such as information, social, political, 
musical, literary, dramatic, scientific, 
educational and programs for children. Over 
160 programs are broadcasted on Radio 

Rossii in twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week. 
 
About 143 million Russian citizens have the 
opportunity to listen to the Radio Rossii 
We can be heard on ultra-short waves and on 
the Internet at www.radiorus.ru. 
 

OFFICIAL INTERNET PARTNER 
 
Arctic-info is an open internet news agency, 
which offers daily updated news from and 
about the Russian and foreign Arctic. The 
central office is located in Moscow, 
correspondents work in circumpolar 
regions. 
http://www.arctic-info.com/  
 
“Gudok” Publishing House is one of the 
major industry mass media producers in 
Russia – both printed and multimedia. The 
company activity started in 1917 with 
launching “Gudok” newspaper – the oldest 
periodical in the territory of the former 
USSR. Today, this federal level daily paper 
is the leading transport industry mass media 
in the CIS and the Baltic states/ The product 
line of “Gudok” Publishing House is a wide 
range of periodicals for millions of readers’ 
audience from transport industry, helping 
transport market participants in solving 
various marketing tasks. 
http://www.gudok.ru/  
 

INFORMATIONAL INTERNET 
PARTNERS 

 
Autonomous non-profit organization 
“National Informational Agency Natural 
Resources” (ANO NIA-Priroda) was 
created in 1997. Produces: newspaper 
“Natural resources records” (Prirodno-
resursnie vedomosty) – the only all-Russian 
environmental and natural resources 
newspaper, the platform of dialogue and 
news source for environmental protection 
and rationalization of resource activities; 
scientific information and problem-
analytical bulletin “Use and protection of 
natural resources in Russia” (Ispolzovanie i 
ohrana prirodnih resursov v Rossii). 
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Supports National Portal “Nature of Russia” 
(Priroda Rossii) – www.priroda.ru.  
 
Publishes (including editing, printing) 
scientific and popular-scientific literature 
about natural resources and environmental 
protection. 
http://www.priroda.ru/  
GeoConnexion International and 
GeoConnexion UK bring you the latest 
news and stories plus reports from 
geotechnology industries in UK, Europe, the 
Middle East, Africa, North America and 
Asia. Coverage of topics such as 3D 
Visualisation, Remote Sensing, LiDAR, 
Cloud, Mobile Mapping, Navigation with 
emphases on healthcare, public safety, retail, 
the environment, utilities, surveying, LBS, 
transport/ logistics, telecommunications and 
more.  
To view the magazines:  
http://www.geoconnexion.com 
 
GIS-Association is an interregional public 
organization, which motto is to support the 
development of the Russian market of 
geoinformation technologies and services. 
GIS-Association is the major developer of 
the «Concept of the formation of spatial data 
infrastructure (SDI) as an element of state 
information resources»; Concept of 
Information Systems Designed for City 
Planning. 
 
The main activities are: maintenance of the 
news portal gisa.ru; publishing the 
“Territories development management” 
journal; organizing of thematic conferences 
and seminars; support of the human 
resources (HR) activity; enhancement of the 
Russian geoinformatics regulation. 
http://gisa.ru/   
 
Scientific Russia (“Nauchnaya Rossiya”) is 
an international interactive  
telecommunication Internet portal dedicated 
to fundamental science, technologies, 
innovations, culture, and education. 
 
The portal represents the activity of Russia’s 
scientific society: the latest news, research 

in all fields, outstanding discoveries, new 
names, publications, discussions, and 
various events. 
http://scientificrussia.ru/   
 

INDEPENDENT INTERNET MEDIA 
 
Authoritative information space, which 
presents a unique author's materials PH 
Interlocutor. Detailed and objective a 
reflection of important and current events in 
Russia and the world community through 
the eyes of our analysts. Impartial and 
professional review of the various sectors of 
the economy, real estate and vehicles 
through the eyes of experts. Easy perception, 
tips and extremely positive trend practical 
information satisfies even the most 
demanding visitors. 
http://sobesednik.ru/  
 

INFORMATIONAL PARTNERS 
 
GeograpH is a popular bulletin that covers 
scientific, cultural and socially oriented 
news from the Faculty of geography at 
Lomonosov Moscow State University 
(LMSU). It is a source of compelling and 
useful information for those who see the 
department as more than a structural 
subdivision of LMSU, and the discipline as 
more than a system of social and physical 
sciences. GeograpH is a valuable resource 
for anyone interested in natural and 
produced geographical complexes and 
components. 
http://www.geogr.msu.ru/structure/geograp
h/  
 
Infox.ru - Internet media-project Infox.ru 
delivers the latest real-time news and 
information.  
Everyday Infox.ru readership is more than 
300 000 visitors and its monthly unique 
audience has reached 5 million people. 
Dealing only with reliable sources of 
information, Infox.ru provides its readers 
with original and exclusive content in 
multimedia format, high-speed information 
processing, and considered and user friendly 
navigation. http://www.infox.ru/  
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POISK is the weekly printed newsletter of 
the Russian scientific community, founded 
by the Russian Academy of Sciences. It is 
read by over 15 000 members of the 
scientific community in Russia, the CIS 
countries, Europe, USA, South Korea and 
China. Our readership - professionals in the 
field of science and higher education, as well 
as representatives of innovative business. 
We publish news form leading universities 
and institutions placed in Russia and abroad, 
interviews with scientists and policy makers 
in the sphere of science and higher 
education. 
http://www.poisknews.ru/  
 
Ekograd - Moscow Journal of Ecology. The 
popular science magazine published by the 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection of the city 
Moscow. Themes: econews, the first faces 
of the urban ecology, ecoprojects and 
discussions, the history of the Moscow 
ecosystems, citizens about environmental 
issues, scientific developments in the 
ecosphere, travel, etc. 
http://ekogradmoscow.ru/  
 
Russian geographical journal 
"Zhyvopisnaia Rossia" 
It is a cognitive-educational edition for the 
General reader in geography, history, 
culture and traditions of Russia. Each issue 
contains its own tab dedicated to one of the 
regions of Russia. The authors of the articles 
are distinguished geographers, historians, 
journalists highly. 
http://ekogradmoscow.ru/  
 
Earth from Space is a popular scientific 
magazine introducing the reader to a broad 
range of issues related to acquisition, 
preliminary and in-depth thematic 
processing, analysis and application of Earth 
remote sensing data. The magazine covers 
the latest developments and projects 
implemented using remote sensing data 
based on modern GIS and Web-based 
technology, current issues and trends in the 
field of space imagery. The magazine has 

been published since 2009 by a Group of 
Companies SCANEX. 
http://www.zikj.ru/index.php/ru/  
 
Geography in school – theoretical and 
methodological journal for geography 
teachers and professors (10 issues per year). 
The publications reflect the main trends of 
research in the methodology of teaching 
geography in schools and universities and in 
different fields of geography and 
geoecology. The authors of the journal are 
scientists-geographers, University 
professors and school teachers. Journal 
topics: Earth Sciences, theory and 
methodology of training and education of 
geography. Also includes information about 
conferences, new books for geographers. 
 
The first geo-analytic resource ONEGEO is 
a professional media in the field of Geodesy, 
Geology, Ecology, engineering surveys, 
evaluating land plots and properties, 
expertise and regulatory documents. 
ONEGEO is created within the web service 
of the engineering services as information 
and analytical support for the project 
partners and experts. Our mission is a search 
and publication of the proven facts, opinions 
of distinguished experts, informing the 
audience of the best practices, creation of a 
virtual platform for the exchange of ideas, 
knowledge and experience in the field 
geoanalytical and in directly related fields of 
economy. 
http://onegeo.ru/  
 
Earth Imaging Journal is a bimonthly print 
magazine covering a range of earth 
observation and geospatial technologies and 
applications. Content is crafted to satisfy 
novice through professional. Content is 
written by industry professionals, 
researchers and magazine staff to illuminate 
the broad band of applications, products and 
processes that are shaping the international 
Earth imaging market.  
See more at http://eijournal.com 
 
Sensors & Systems covers the integrated 
technologies of GIS, remote sensing, 
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modeling, spatial analysis, surveying and 
sensor technologies for the understanding of 
change. We focus on some of the key 
challenges that these tools help us address, 
including energy, water, food, biodiversity, 
environment and security. 
https://www.sensorsandsystems.com/  
 
3. VENUE 
 
 
3.1. LUNCHES AND COFFEE- 

BREAKS 
 
In the foyer of Lomonosov and Shuvalovsky 
cases during Conference daily coffee breaks 
were organized: 10:00-11:30; 15:00-16:30. 
In the dining room of Lomonosov and 
Shuvalovsky cases during Conference daily 
lunches were organized: 12:30-14:00. 
 
3.2. ACCOMMODATION 
Several accommodation options were open 
for participants: 
 

• Hotel Salut 
• Hotel Astrus  
• Hotel Sputnik 
• Hotel Korston 
• Hostel Leninskiy 

 
 
Accommodation on MSU campus 
 
Accommodation on MSU campus is 
available for a limited number of 
participants.  
 
There exist several options: 
1. The rooms in the student hostel (blocks 

of two single-bed rooms (8m2) with 
shared restroom and bathroom), which 
will be distributed mainly among young 
scientists and students.  

2. Comfortable rooms joined in blocks of 
two single-bed rooms with shared 
restroom and bathroom  

 
 
 
 

4. CONFERENCE  PROGRAMME 
 
4.1. FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME 
 
Sunday, 16 Aug. 
13:00-20:00 Registration 
 
Monday, 17 Aug. 
08:00-18:00 Registration (building A, first 
floor) 
10:00-11:45 Opening ceremony (building 
A, plenary hall) 
12:00-12:30 Coffee break 
12:30-18:30 Poster exhibition 
12:30-14:00 Commissions and special 
sessions 
14:00-15:00 iGeo Closing & Awarding 
Ceremony (building A, first floor) 
14:00-15:00 Lunch 
15:00-16:30 Commissions and special 
sessions 
16:30-17:00 Coffee break 
17:00-18:30 Commissions and special 
sessions 
19:00-21:00 Ice-breaker Cocktail party 
(building A, first floor) 
 
Tuesday, 18 Aug. 
09:30-17:30 Poster exhibition 
09:30- 13:30 Coach scientific tour 
“Moscow: territorial development and 
growth limiting factors” 
09:30- 13:30 Coach scientific tour 
“Geography of Moscow” 
09:30-11:00 Commissions and special 
sessions 
11:00-11:30 Coffee break 
11:30-13:00 Plenary lecture 
13:00-14:00 Lunch 
14:00-15:30 Commissions and special 
sessions 
15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
16:00-17:30 Commissions and special 
sessions 
 
Wednesday, 19 Aug. 
09:30-17:30 Poster exhibition 
09:30-17:30 Coach scientific tour to 
Cultural and Education Center ETHNOMIR 
(Kaluga region) 
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09:30-11:00 Commissions and special 
sessions 
11:00-11:30 Coffee break 
11:30-13:00 Plenary lecture 
13:00-14:00 Lunch 
14:00-15:30 Commissions and special 
sessions 
15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
16:00-17:30 Commissions and special 
sessions 
 
Thursday, 20 Aug. 
09:30-17:30 Poster exhibition 
09:30- 13:30 walking scientific tour «Gorky 
park: types of urban recreation» 
09:30- 13:30 Coach scientific tour 
«Kolomenskoye-Djakovo: landscape 
landmarks and evolution of nature and 
settlement structure from the Iron age to the 
present 
09:30-11:00 Commissions and special 
sessions 
11:00-11:30 Coffee break 
11:30-13:00 Plenary lecture 
13:00-14:00 Lunch 
14:00-15:30 Commissions and special 
sessions 
15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
16:00-17:30 Commissions and special 
sessions 
18:30-21:00 Gala dinner 
 
Friday, 21 Aug. 
09:30-15:30 Poster exhibition and 
programme for young scholars 
09:30-11:00 Commissions and special 
sessions 11:00-11:30 Coffee break 
11:30-13:00 Plenary lecture 
13:00-14:00 Lunch 
14:00-15:30 Commissions and special 
sessions 
15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
16:00-18:30 Closing ceremony 
 
4.2. PLENARY AND THEMATIC 

LECTURES 
 
PLENARY LECTURES 
 

17 AUG, 17-00 Professor Benno Werlen 
“2016 International Year of Global 
Understanding (IYGU)”  
 
18 AUG, 11-30 Professor Georg 
GARTNER (Austria) "The Relevance of 
Cartography"  
 
18 AUG, 12-15 Professor Valery TISHKOV 
(Russia) “Cultural complexity of 
contemporary nations” 
 
19 AUG, 11-30 Professor Alexander 
MURPHY (USA) "Coping with a Fast-
Changing, Unstable World: Opportunities 
and Challenges for Geography” 
19 AUG, 12-15 Associate Professor 
Shirlena HUANG (Singapore) “A 
Continuing Agenda for Gender”  
 
20 AUG, 11-30 Professor John 
O’LOUGHLIN (USA) "Climate change and 
conflict in Sub-Saharan Africa"  
 
20 AUG, 12-15 Professor Gordon 
MCBEAN (Canada) "Addressing the 
Challenges of the Geography of Future 
Earth” 
21 AUG, 11-30 Professor Salomon 
KROONENBERG (Netherlands)"The 
unpredictability of Nature: the Caspian Sea 
Level case"  
  
21 AUG, 12-15 Professor Vladimir 
KOLOSOV (Russia) "Russian Geography: 
Specifics, Achievements, Problems"  
 
THEMATIC LECTURES 
 
18 AUG Thematic lecture 14:00-14:45  
Professor Takashi YAMAZAKI (Japan)  
The spatial control of "vices" in the U.S. 
military outpost: Value contradictions in a 
long-term stationing on foreign soil   
 
18 AUG Thematic lecture 14:45-15:30  
Karl DONERT (Austria)  
Leadership and excellence in learning and 
teaching Geography  
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19 AUG  Thematic lecture 14:00-14:45  
Professor Melinda LAITURI (USA) and Dr 
Lee SCHWARTZ (USA)  
Changing the Map:  Future Visions of 
Virtual Maps by Lee Schwartz and Melinda 
Laituri   
 
19 AUG  Thematic lecture 14:45-15:30  
 Professor Céline ROZENBLAT  
(Switzerland)  
Urban challenges in a complex world 
 
20 AUG Thematic lecture 14:00-14:45  
Cosimo PALAGIANO (Italy)  
The place names and identity  
 
20 AUG Thematic lecture 14:45-15:30  
Professor Alexander PELYASOV (Russia) 
Revolution of proximity:  new chance for the 
Russian economic geography?  
 
21 AUG Thematic lecture 14:00-14:45  
Brad COOMBES (New Zealand)  
The New Political Geographies of 
Sovereignty and Indignity  
 
4.3. ORAL AND POSTER SESSIONS 
 
ORAL SESSIONS 
 
Oral sessions took place in the building B 
and C located on both sides of the 
Fundamental Library (building A). 
An oral session was composed of three, four 
or five presentations. In case of three or four 
presentations taking place in one time slot, 
there are 20 minutes planned for each talk 
and a discussion is scheduled afterwards, at 
the end of the session. In case of five 
presentations in one time slot, there are 15 
minutes planned for each talk and a 5-minute 
discussion immediately afterwards. 
 
POSTER EXHIBITION 
 
Posters are exhibited in the building C (2nd 
floor) on the following time: 
Monday; 12:30-18:30 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 09:30-
17:30 
Friday 09:30-15:30 

4.4. SIDE EVENTS PROGRAM 
 
BUILDING C, 3rd floor, C307 
18-21 August 
 

Tuesday, 18 Aug. 

13:30 
 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
IN HIGHER EDUCATION, 
ALL SECTORS 
Presented by Ekaterina M. 
Ostrovskaya, project manager 
US-Russia University 
Partnership Program (UPP) 

13:45 
 

SATELLITE MONITORING 
IN BEHALF OF 
GOVERNMENTAL 
AUTHORITIES AND 
BUSINESS 
Presented by Mikhail V. 
Zimin, Director of thematic 
projects department, PhD, 
SCANEX 

14:10 

Documentary « PRECIOUS 
NECKLACE OF BAIKAL» (43 
min)(«Atlasmedia», The 
UNDP-GEF Project «Integrated 
Natural Resource Management 
in theBaikalBasin 
Transboundary Ecosystem», the 
Fund for Protection ofLake 
Baikal, Russia) 
Presented by the Producer 
Sergey Kudelya, the UNDP-
GEF Project «Integrated Natural 
Resource Management in the 
Baikal Basin Transboundary 
Ecosystem» 

15:00 

Documentary«VERNADSKY 
NEW AGE»(59 min) 
Produced by SPARK FILMS 
with the financial support of 
RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL 
SOCIETY. (Directed by Julia 
Kolesnik, Alexey E.Shutov) 

Wednesday, 19 Aug. 

13:30 
Presentation of Institute of 
Environmental Survey, 
Planning & Assessment, CSJC 

13:45 Documentary “FRANZ JOSEF 
LAND” (30 min)  
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(NationalGeographic, USA) 
Presented by the executive 
Producer Enric Sala,  National 
Geographic explorer in 
residence 

14:30 
 

LAKEBAIKAL PROTECTION 
FUND: SEVEN YEARS OF 
EFFECTIVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
INITIATIVES 
Presented by Olga 
Yasnopolskaya, PR-manager, 
the Fund for Protection of Lake 
Baikal 

14:40 
 

Documentary «BAIKAL 
WITHOUT BOUNDARIES» 
(39 min) («Atlasmedia», The 
UNDP-GEF Project «Integrated 
Natural Resource Management 
in the Baikal Basin 
Transboundary Ecosystem», the 
Fund for Protection of Lake 
Baikal, Russia) 
Presented by the Producer 
Sergey Kudelya, The UNDP-
GEF Project «Integrated Natural 
Resource Management in the 
Baikal Basin Transboundary 
Ecosystem» 

15:30 
 

Documentary «ALASKA: THE 
MYSTERY OF  THE 
COPPERRIVER» (38min) 
INNOKO FILMS STUDIO, 
Ryazan, Russia (Produced by 
Mihkail  G. Malakhov) 

Thursday, 20 Aug. 

14:00 

Documentary «VERNADSKY 
NEW AGE»(59 min) 
Produced by SPARK FILMS 
with the financial support of 
RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHICAL 
SOCIETY (Directed by Julia 
Kolesnik, Alexey E.Shutov) 

15:10 

Documentary «EAST 
CHUKOTKA NOMADS» (53 
min) 
Producedby Vladimir Puya 

16:10 
Documentary «TO THE 
DEPTH OF BAIKAL»  (26 
min) 

production studio «Media 
Group» (Directed byAlexander 
Kanevich) 

16:40 

Book by MirelaAltić, « 
RUSSIAN CARTOGRAPHY 
OF MONTENEGRO: 
NINETEENTH CENTURY 
CARTOGRAPHERS AND 
GEOGRAPHERS SERVING 
DIPLOMACY» 
Presented byMirelaAltić, Prof., 
PhD Institute of Social Sciences 
(Zagreb, Croatia) 

17:10 

Book by Alexey Postnikov and 
Marvin Falk «EXPLORING 
AND MAPPING ALASKA. 
THE RUSSIAN AMERICA 
ERA, 1741-1867» 
Presented byAlexey 
V.Postnikov, Prof. 

Friday, 21 Aug. 

13:30 
 

Documentary «BAIKAL 
WITHOUT BOUNDARIES» 
(39 min) («Atlasmedia», The 
UNDP-GEF Project «Integrated 
Natural Resource Management 
in the Baikal Basin 
Transboundary Ecosystem», the 
Fund for Protection of Lake 
Baikal, Russia) 

14:15 
 

Documentary 
«PODMOSKOVYE: TERRA 
INCOGNITA» (57 min) 
ZNICH STUDIO (Produced and 
directed by  Julia Kolesnik) 

15:20 

Documentary «ALASKA: THE 
MYSTERY OF THE 
COPPERRIVER» (38min) 
INNOKO FILMS STUDIO, 
Ryazan, Russia (Produced by 
Mihkail  G. Malakhov) 
 

 
4.5. SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM AND 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
 
The main themes of the 2015 Regional 
Conference were urban environment, Arctic 
studies, natural and anthropogenic studies in 
changing climate and transboundary 
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conflicts. 32 IGU Commissions of 40 
arranged their sessions in the framework of 
the conference. A number of “thematic” 
sessions were held on the initiative of 
separate scholars and research teams. Many 
sessions, organized both by Commissions 
and groups of scholars, were devoted to 
climate change. All in all, the scientific 
programme included 312 sessions of 90 
minutes each and 1084 presentations, as 
well as 451 poster presentations.  
 
The Commissions on Urban Challenges in a 
Complex World and on Political Geography 
had the largest number of sessions. Many 
participants attended also the sessions on 
distributed spatial data and GIS, 
geographical systems’ modeling, natural 
and anthropogenic risks and hazards, the 
impact of Olympic games and other mega-
projects on environment, contemporary 
geographical technologies, sustainable land 
and water use, etc. As usually, special 
sessions were devoted to the work on the 
flagship IGU projects – IYGU and Our 
Sustainable Cities.     
 
According to a relatively recently 
established tradition of large IGU meetings, 
key notes were in the focus of the conference 
and were attended by many participants. 
Professor Gordon Macbean (Canada), a 
well-known climatologist and President of 
ICSU, discussed different views on the 
problem of climate change and its 
challenges   to the international scientific 
community and in particular the programme 
Future Earth. Professor Georg Gartner 
(Austria), President of the International 
Cartographic Association, talked about the 
role of cartography in contemporary society. 
Benno Werlen (Germany), Chair of IGU 
Commission on Cultural Approach in 
Geography and Coordinator of the 
International Year of Global Understanding, 
informed the audience about the progress of 
this ambitious project initiated by IGU. 
Professor John O’Loughlin (USA), one of 
the world leading political geographers, 
focused his presentation about the results of 
a big interdisciplinary project on the impact 

of global change on violence in Africa. 
Professor Alexander Murphy, former 
President of the Association of American 
Geographers, raised the question of the 
future of geographical disciplines facing 
dynamic transformations in society and 
environment. Professor Solomon 
Kroonenberg (the Netherlands) discussed 
the problem of geographical forecasts and 
predictability using the case of the Caspian 
Sea. Professor Valery Tishkov, the most 
prominent figure in the studies of identities, 
ethnology and cultural anthropology in 
Russia, entitled his lecture “Culture 
Complexity of Contemporary Nations”. 
Professor Vladimir Kolosov, President of 
IGU, tried to summarize specific features 
and the main trends in the development of 
geography in Russia. Professor Shirlena 
Young (Singapore) offered a key lecture on 
the achievements in this field on behalf of 
the IGU Commission on Gender in 
Geography which was recognized the most 
active IGU Commission in 2014.   
The Organizing Committee established 
another format allowing to present the 
results of studies having a wide 
interdisciplinary importance – thematic 
lectures. They were given by Professors 
Karl Donert (UK, President of Eurogeo), 
Céline Rozenblat (Switzerland), Elena 
dell’Agnese (Italy), Takashi Yamazaki 
(Japan), Cosimo Palagiano (Italy), Brad 
Coombes (New Zealand), Melinda Laituri 
and Lee Schwartz (USA), and Alexander 
Pelyasov and Nadezhda Zamiatina (Russia). 
Their lectures gathered full classrooms.  . 
 
4.6. YOUNG SCIENTISTS PROGRAM 
 
Master Class: Fundraising and writing 
proposals  
Andrey Petrov and Dmitry Streletskiy  
 
Workshop: How to organize your research 
Peter Koltermann, PhD Sergey Sokratov and 
Yulia Zaika  
 
Young Researcher Network of the IGU 
Commission on Health and the Environment 
Eva Pilot  
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Panel discussion:   
The Role of young researchers' networks 
in shaping the future of geographical 
sciences 
 
Video-training workshop:  
Improving your presentation skills  
Joos Droogleever FORTUIJN and  
Joop van der SCHEE  
 
Winners of a geoquest 
Meng Wang (China) 
Ekaterina Matlakhova (Russia) 
Jerry Utama (Indonesia) 
Alexey Polukhov (Russia) 
Ekaterina Zdanova (Russia) 
 
4.7. IGU 2015 CONFERENCE  

EXHIBITION 
 
In the lobby of the Main Library and 
Shuvalov housing were organized thematic 
photo exhibition and an exhibition of 
specialized organizations 
 
• International Geographical Union 

Russian National Committee,  
Lomonosov Moscow State University 
and Institute of Geography RAS  

•  Russian Geographical Society  
• OJSC “Neftyanaya Companiya  

Rosneft”  
• Association of American Geographers  
• The Geographical Society of China 
• ScanEx 
• Institute of environmental survey, 

planning & assessment 
• Lake Baikal protection fund 
 
4.8. TEACHERS' DAY 
 
A special programme was worked out for 
young scholars. It embraced the dynamic 
discussion of poster presentations, master-
classes quests and even a competition in 
orientation in a big city.  
 
The Commission on Geographical 
Education held together with Russian 
Association of Geography Teachers the Day 

of Geography Teacher. Perhaps, the most 
interesting event of this Day was an 
interactive round table on the perspectives of 
geographical education with the 
participation of “practitioners” – geography 
teachers from Moscow who shared their 
experience and ideas with the Commission’s 
members. The Day was marked by the 
presentation of the first draft of the new 
Charter on Geographical Education which 
should be signed soon by major international 
geographical associations. 
 
4.9. SCIENTIFIC-PRACTICAL 

SEMINAR ON MEDICAL  
GEOGRAPHY AND HUMAN  
ECOLOGY 

 
Scientific-practical seminar on medical 
geography and human ecology was held in 
the city of Vladimir, from 13 to 16 August 
2015  
 
Organisers: Faculty of Geography MSU & 
Department of Biology and Ecology, 
Vladimir State University A.G and N.G 
Stoletovs. 
 
The Organizing Committee of the 
Seminar:  
Wang Vouilly  
Thomas Kraft  
Malhazova Svetlana  
Tatyana Trifonova  
Shartova Natalia 
Mironova Varvara  
Dmitry Orlov  
 
4.10. INTERNATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHY OLYMPIAD – IGEO 
 
International Geographical Olympiad was 
organized in the region of Tver’ (about 200 
km to the north-west from Moscow). This 
Olympiad broke the records: it reunited 40 
teams and 159 participants from 38 
countries, as well as 86 coaches and 
observers. The tests were worked out by 
geographers from Moscow State University 
and the University of Tver’. According to 
the tradition, the closing ceremony was held 378 
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at the main Conference, right after its 
inauguration: the winners were greeted by 
the governor of Tver’ region, the rectors of 
Moscow and Tver’ universities, the 
members of IGU Executive and other 
officials. In this competition, the Polish team 
turned to be the best one. The conference 
coincided with the celebration of the 170th 
anniversary of Russian Geographical 
Society which organized a reception and an 
exhibition in one of the best Moscow hotels. 
For the first time RGS decided to award with 
its medals five renowned foreign scholars 
from China, Finland, Hungary and the 
United States who have for many years 
cooperated with Russian colleagues in joint 
research projects. The medals were handled 
by the President of RGS Sergei Shoigu. 
 
4.11. OPENING CEREMONY 
 
Fundamental Library of Moscow State 
University 
 
Master of Ceremonies - Gennady Khvorykh. 
 
Guests of honour: 
Aleksandr Frolov (Head of Federal Service 
for Hydrometeorology and Environmental 
Monitoring of Russia) 
Marina Seliverstova (Head of Federal 
Water Resources Agency) 
Mikhail Slipenchuk (Vice-Chair of the 
Committee for Natural Resources, Nature 
Management and Environment of the State 
Duma, Professor) 
 
09:30 – 10:00 
 
Participants are invited to the hall. 
 
10:00 – 10:05 – Video 3 minutes  
 
10:05 - 10:06 Welcoming speech by Master 
of Ceremonies 
 
10:06 – 10:14 Greetings from the President 
of the Russian Federation Putin V.V. 
(presented by Rector of Lomonosov 
Moscow State University, Academician of 

the Russian Academy of Sciences – Viktor 
Sadovnichiy) 
 
10:14 - 10:19 Sergei Donskoi – Minister of 
Natural Resources and Environment of the 
Russian Federation. 
 
10:19 - 10:24 Nikolay Kasimov – First 
Vice-President of the Russian Geographical 
Society, Academician of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. 
 
10.28 – 10.31 – Greetings from International 
Space Station 
 
10:31 - 10:36 Gordon McBean is President 
of the International Council for Science 
 
10:36 – 10:40 Vladimir Kotlyakov – 
Honorary President of Russian 
Geographical Society, Chair of the National 
Committee of Russian Geographers 
Academician of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences. 
 
10:40 – 10:45 Vladimir Kolosov (President 
of the International Geographical Union, 
Professor) 
 
11:00 – 11:15 Music 
 
4.12. CLOSING CEREMONY 
 
August 21, Shuvalovsky sector 
 
16:00 – 16:15 IGU 2015 General 
Secretary Report  
 
16:15 IGU commission excellence award 
2014 
Presenting by: Vladimir Kolosov IGU 
president  
 
16:20  IGU TRAVEL GRANTS Presenting 
by: Joos Droogleever FORTUIJN  
LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
grants (IGU) Presenting by: Alexander 
Sebentsov  
 
16:35 The best presentation done for 
young scientist award ceremony.  
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16:40 – 17:00 Presentation of activities of 
the IGU 
IGC 2016 IGC in Beijing 2016 (FU BOJIE 
Academician of Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, President of the Chinese 
Geographical Society) 
IGU Quebec City Regional Conference 
2018 
IGC in Istanbul, 2020 

 
17:00 Nikolay Kasimov First Vice-
President of the Russian Geographical 
Society, Academician of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences    
17:05 Vladimir Kolosov (President of the 
International Geographical Union, 
Professor) 
17:10-17:30 Moscow State University 
Choir 

 
5. CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS AND BUDGET 
 
5.1. CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS 
 
List of countries by attendance: 
 

Country No.  Country No.  Country No.  Country No.  

Russian 
Federation 764 Canada 22 Romania 12 Saudi 

Arabia 8 

China 173 South 
Africa 22 Finland 10 Poland 8 

India 90 Italy 21 Australia 9 Czech 
Republic 7 

Japan 59 Mexico 20 Iran 9 Egypt 7 

USA 57 Turkey 20 Portugal 9 Singapore 7 

Germany 38 Republic of 
Korea 17 Netherlands 9 Hungary 6 

Spain 28 United 
Kingdom 17 Belgium 8 Kazakhstan 6 

Brazil 27 Israel 15 Indonesia 8 Norway 6 

France 24 Switzerland 11 Nigeria 8 Sweden 6 

Less than 5 participants from the following 
countries: Algeria, Armenia, Austria, 
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belarus, Bhutan, 
Chile, Croatia, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Ghana, Greece, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Mauritius, Moldova, New 
Zealand, Oman, Peru, the Philippines, 
Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Swaziland, Thailand, Tunisia, Uganda, 
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela  
 

Number of participants – 1658 from 73 
countries (including guests, sponsors, 
exhibitors) 
 
Number of participants of scientific program 
– 1389 from 73 countries 
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5.2. PARTICIPANTS FROM RUSSIA 
 
104 institutions from Russia with the highest 
number of representatives from:  
 Lomonosov Moscow State University 

(Faculty of Geography) 
 Institute of Geography of Russian 

Academy of Sciences 
 Sankt-Petersburg State University 

 
MSU Faculty of Geography - 237 
participants 
 Department of Land Hydrology - 25 

participants 
 Department of Cartography and 

Geoinformatics - 21 participants 
 Department of Meteorology and 

Climatology - 19 participants 
 Department of Geography of World 

Economy - 19 participants 
 Department of Landscape 

Geochemistry and Soil Geography- 16 
participants 

 Department of Physical Geography and 
Landscape Science - 17 participants 

 Research laboratory Snow Avalanches 
and Debris Flows - 11 participants 

 
5.3. IGU TRAVEL GRANTS 
 
IGU TRAVEL GRANTS (28): 
• Ali AHMED  
• Nike ALEGE  
• Nathalie CARABALLO  
• Abhisek CHAKRABARTY  
• Anna COSTALES  
• Nidhi DABAS  
• Sofia ENRIQUEZ  
• Mohammed FARID  
• Aya GREENFELD  
• Victoria HERMANN  
• Dmitry KAVERIN  
• Ajay KUMAR  
• Ashok KUMAR  
• Haresh KUMAR  
• Pierre LARDEUX  
• Julia LOGINOVA  
• Ndumiso MAGAGULA  
• Ali MAHDAVI MAZDEH  
• Fatou MANDIANG  
• Amber MURREY-NDEWA  

• Mahin Al NAHIAN  
• Olujmi OSIDELE  
• Mirela PARASCHIV  
• Paramita ROYCHOVDHURY  
• Marie-Jeanne ROYER  
• Hans SEESAGHUR 
• Pushpendra SINGH  
• Maria-Natasa VAIDIANU  
 
• Asia – 10 
• Europe – 6 
• Africa – 4 
• Latin America – 3 
• North America – 2 
• Middle East – 2 
• Oceania - 1  
 
LOC GRANTS for early-career scientists 
from Russia (14): 
• Natalia Luzhkova  
• Dinara Khayrullina  
• Dmitriy Grudinin  
• Elena Guk  
• Maksim Chervyakov  
• Elena Vyshkvarkova  
• Olesia Marchukova  
• Olga Kovalenko  
• Vladyslav Evstigneev  
• Roman Gorbunov  
• Alexandr Pastukhov  
• Aleksander Erofeev  
• Ilya Smirnov  
• Liliia Sulkarnaeva  
 
5.4. BUDGET  
 
Income: 
Registration - 16 000 000 rubles (average 
estimate according to US$ to Ruble 
exchange ratio in January – August 2015) 
 
Table of registration fees payments (total 
income - cumulative): 
 

Up to 
April 
2015 

Up to 
May 
2015 

Up to  
June 
2015 

Up to 
August 
2015 

9,6 m 
Rubles 

10,43 m 
Rubles 

12 812 700 
Rubles 

16m  
Rubles 

 
Rosneft sponsorship - 2 460 000 rubles 
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Expenses: 
 
11 684 896 Rubles – event-manager service 
(LTS STO-Events)  
3 418 300 Rubles – food for participants 
(coffee-breaks and lunches), based on 
agreement with Lomonosov MSU  food 
production facility 
553 654 Rubles - invited speakers 
551 669   Rubles - IGU Executive 
Committee Meeting Ibis Hotel, Yaroslavl, 
Russia and the Lomonosov Moscow State 
University, Moscow 
380 000 Rubles (5000 $ according to the $ 
US to Ruble exchange ratio in the beginning 
of 2016) - support of the Geographic 
Olympiad as the IGU Olympiad Task Force  

836000 (11000 $ according to the US$ to 
Ruble exchange ratio in the beginning of 
2016) - post-meeting contribution to the 
IGU Promotion and Solidarity Fund  
 
Note: post-meeting contribution to the 
IGU Promotion and Solidarity Fund is 
calculated based on the following: 

1. Number of participants with full 
registration fee (from 400 to 500 
$US): 720 

2. 15 $US per 1 full registration fee: 
10800 $US 

3. $US to Ruble exchange ratio in the 
beginning of 2016: 77 Ruble per 1 
$US 
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The 33rd International Geographical 
Congress was held in Beijing China, on 
August 21-25, 2016. The IGC 2016 was 
organized by the Geographical Society of 
China and Institute of Geographic Sciences 
and Natural Resources Research, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences. 8 years ago, 
Geographical Society of China won the bid 
of the International Geographical Congress 
2016 on the International Geographical 
Congress 2008 in Tunisia. The theme of the 
33rd IGC is “Shaping Our Harmonious 
Worlds”. Through academic exchanges and 
communications on geography, the congress 
aims at promoting the harmony between 
humankind and nature, respecting the nature 
and cultural difference, and leading 
geographers from all over the world to 
conduct the researches on global 
understanding, future earth and sustainable 
development in a profound way. 
 
The Congress began with the Opening 
Ceremony held at the China National 
Convention Center (CNCC), on August 22. 
Yanhua Liu, Co-chair of the 33rd IGC 
Organizing Committee, Counselor of the 
State Council, China, Vladimir Kolosov, 
President of the International Geographical 
Union (IGU), Dahe Qin, Co-chair of the 
33rd IGC Scientific Committee, 
Academician of Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS), Wei Shu, Executive 
Secretary of the China Association for 
Science and Technology (CAST) and 
Jinghai Li, Vice President of the 
International Council for Science (ICSU), 
Vice President and Academician of Chinese 
Academy of Sciences (CAS) successively 
delivered speeches on the opening 
ceremony. Many well-known and influential 

scientists were also present at the congress, 
which included Chinese academicians Bojie 
Fu, Changming Liu, Du Zheng, Ying Wang, 
Dadao Lu, Anthony Yeh, Tandong Yao, 
Peng Cui, Fahu Chen, Jun Xia, and Vladimir 
Kotlyakov, Honorary President of the 
Russian Geographical Society, Nikolay 
Kasimov, First Vice President of the 
Russian Geographical Society, Jean-Robert 
Pitte, President of Société de Géographie 
France, Alexander Murphy, Former 
President of AAG, Douglas Richardson, 
Executive Director of AAG, Michael 
Meadows, Secretary-General of IGU, 
Ronald Abler, Past President of IGU and 
IGU Vice Presidents, Prof. Dietrich Soyez, 
Prof. Joos Droogleever Fortuijn, Prof. Elena 
dell’Agnese, Prof. Yukio Himiyama, Prof. 
Iain Hay, Prof. Jarkko Saarinen, Prof. Ram 
Babu Singh, etc. The opening ceremony was 
chaired by Chenghu Zhou, Secretary-
General of the 33rd IGC Organizing 
Committee, Vice President of the IGU, 
Academician of CAS. During the last part of 
the ceremony, the outstanding individuals of 
the 13th International Geography Olympiad 
were awarded the gold medals. The best 
score was achieved by the team of 
Singapore.  
 
262 sessions were organized during the 
congress, consisting of 156 thematic 
sessions proposed by 41 IGU Commissions, 
44 sessions which focused on 5 key topics: 
“Geographical Sciences and Future Earth”, 
“Climate Change and Global 
Understanding”, “Urbanization and 
Sustainable Development”, “Environment-
Health and Social Welfare” and “Geography 
in Different Cultures”,  42 forums, 
symposiums, workshops, keynote lectures 

33rd International Geographical Congress 
Beijing, August 2016 
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and special sessions, such as “Forum for 
Think Tank of International Scientists 
Union of ‘the Belt and Road Initiative’”, 
“Forum for Resources and Environment of 
Central Asia across Silk Road Economic 
Belt”, “3rd International Conference on 
Mountain Environment and Development, 
ICMED” , “Inheritance and Innovation of 
Geography: Young Scholar in Action” and 
20 business meetings. In about 500 time 
slots of oral sessions, 2600 presentations 
were made. In parallel to the oral sessions, 
1200 posters were presented.  
  
The commissions which organized the 
largest number of sessions were: 
• C12.15 Geography of Tourism, Leisure 

and Global Change: 16 sessions 
• C12.11 Geographical Education: 11 

sessions 
• C12.39 Urban Commissions: Urban 

Challenges in a Complex World: 11 
sessions 

• C12.11 Political Geography: 8 sessions 
 
During the congress, 9 plenary lectures were 
given by 10 world-famous scholars, which 
were: 
 
Geographical Sciences and Future Earth: 
Research for Solutions, from Local to 
Global Scales given by Prof. Mark Stafford 
Smith (Australia) 
Understanding Chinese Geography: 
Linking Science and Society by Prof. Bojie 
Fu (China) 
Back to the Future: Reasoning the 
Territorial Way of Life by Prof. Woo-ik 
Yu (South Korea) 
Urban Dynamics and Geo-diversity: 
From Theory to Modeling by Prof. Denise 
Pumain (France) 
A 21st Century Agenda to Shape “Our 
Harmonious Worlds” Through Research 
on the Geographies of Health and Care by 
Prof. Mark W. Rosenberg (Canada) 
Climate Change and Its Impact by Prof. 
Dahe Qin (China) 
Geography and Future Earth: 
Perspectives from Africa by Prof. Michael 
Meadows (South Africa) 

Global Understanding for Global 
Sustainability by Prof. Benno Werlen 
(Germany) 
From Inter-state to Multiscalar Political 
Geographies by Prof. Virginie Mamadouh 
(Netherlands) and Prof. Takashi Yamazaki 
(Japan) 
 
The lectures focused on global issues 
regarding future earth and sustainable 
development, such as climate change, 
urbanization, environment and conflicts, and 
demonstrated the great success and 
considerable contribution of Chinese 
geography and Chinese geographers to the 
basic researches and our society.   
  
There were 4299 people who participated in 
the congress (including 292 for iGeo) and 
758 people who attended the pre-congress 
meetings organized by IGU commissions. 
They came from 101 countries and regions 
worldwide, including 2349 participants 
from China mainland. Attendance by 
countries and regions (outside China 
mainland) is presented in the figures below. 
Thanks to the 3 types of grants offered by 
IGU and the Local Organizing Committee, 
more geographers from developing 
countries, more young scholars from the 
world were able to attend the congress. 111 
researchers from developing countries were 
awarded the grants, including 28 for IGU 
travel grant, 18 for LOC all cover grant and 
65 for LOC registration fee grant.  
 
Apart from scientific sessions of the 
congress, there were pre-congress meetings 
organized by IGU commissions, the 13th 
International Geography Olympiad, 
exhibition, IGU General Assembly, IGU 
Centennial Interviews, field excursions 
(during and after the congress) and several 
social events.  
 
Several days ahead of the congress, seven 
pre-conferences under IGU Commissions on 
GIS, Geographical Education, Urban 
Challenges in a Complex World, Geography 
of Tourism, Leisure and Global Change, 
Political Geography, Health and 
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Environment and Sustainability of Rural 
Systems took place in various cities of 
China: 
 
• 17th International Symposium on 

Spatial Data Handling, August 18-20, 
Beijing 

• IGU-CGE Special Symposium ECNU, 
August 18-19, Shanghai 

• 2016 IGU Urban Commission 
Conference, August 15-20, Shanghai 

• IGU Tourism Commission Pre-
Congress Meeting, August 15-18, 
Nanjing 

• International Forum on Frontiers of 
Political Geography, August 17-21, 
Guangzhou 

• Pre-conference on Shaping 
Geographies of Health, Health Care and 
Environment, August 18-21, Xi’an 

• Pre-IGC Workshop-Land Use and 
Rural Sustainability, August 17-20, 
Xi’An 

 
IGU Executive Committee Meeting was 
held in Tianjin on August 18-20. 
 
On August 16-21, 292 teachers and students 
from 47 countries and regions in the world 
participated in the 13th International 
Geography Olympiad, which includes 
written tests, multimedia quizzes and field 
work tests. The contents of the competition 
focused on 12 topics including “Climate and 
Climate Change”, “Economic Geography 
and Globalization”, “Development 
Geography and Spatial Unbalance” and 
others, and 3 skills including map skills 
(reading, analysis, interpretation and the 
ability to draw a map), skills of exploring 
and solving problems, and skills of 
describing and judging (reading, analyzing, 
interpreting images, photos, statistics and 
graphs).  
 
During the congress, the exhibition was also 
organized. It attracted nearly 40 domestic 
and international publishers, companies, 
institutions and organizations, including 
Springer, Wiley, Commercial Press, 
Supermap, UNEP, IGU, IYGU, RSA, AAG, 

RGS, etc. Many recent published 
achievements and products in the relevant 
field were presented. In addition, for this 
congress, Journal of Geographical Sciences 
launched a two special issues (2016, No. 7, 
No. 8), Human Geography and other 
domestic journals made poster 
presentations, Geographical Research has 
produced a disc concerning about some 
geographical ideas and arguments. China 
Post has published “the 33rd International 
Geographical Congress” commemorative 
stamped envelopes. Chinese geographical 
communities published The Geographical 
Sciences During 1986–2015: From the 
Classics to the Frontiers (both in English and 
Chinese versions), Academic and Social 
Contribution by Chinese Humanities and 
Economic Geography Scholars (both in 
English and Chinese versions) and a number 
of other academic monographs. 
  
According to the customs of IGU, IGU 
General Assembly was held during the 
congress. On the General Assembly 
attended by representatives from 46 
countries, the new national members, IGU 
Commissions, Task Forces and their 
chairpersons were approved. The IGU new 
President and new Executive Committee 
were elected, and the host city of the 
International Geographical Congress 2024 
was decided (Dublin, Ireland) by vote.  
 
To continue the existing studies on the IGU 
history, IGU Sesquicentennial / Centennial 
Task Force in cooperation with the 
Commission on History of Geography 
conducted a serial of interviews on 12 
influential geographers on August 22-24: 
Prof. Vincent Berdoulay, Prof. Vladimir 
Kolosov, Prof. Maria Dolors Garcia- 
Ramón, Prof. Carmen Delgado- Viñas, Prof. 
Ronald Abler, Prof. Jean-Robert Pitte, Prof. 
Aharon Kellerman, Prof. Yukio Himiyama, 
Prof. Rana Singh, Prof. Dadao Lu, Prof. 
Dahe Qin and Prof. Michael Meadows.  
  
2 types of the excursions were available to 
the participants during and after the 
congress: 
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One-day local tours in Beijing during the 
congress:  
• Ming Tombs − Great Wall,  
• Forbidden City − Tiananmen Square − 

Temple of Heaven,  
• Hutong Tour − Beihai Park − Jingshan 

Park,  
• Lama Temple – Beijing Zoo (Panda 

Garden) –Summer Palace 
 
Post-congress field excursions in China: 
• Beijing-Chongqing-Yangtze Cruise-

Wuhan, 
• Beijing-Xining-Qinghai Lake-Lhasa, 
• Beijing-Dunhuang-Turpan-Urumqi, 
• Beijing-Guilin-Kunming (co-organized 

by Institute of Karst Geology) 
 
There were three social events organized for 
the participants: 
• Welcome Reception, on the evening of 

August 21, on the 4th Floor and the 
terrace of the CNCC; 

• New International Charter on 
Geographical Education, on the 
morning of August 24, joined by 
officials, high school teachers, IGU 
Geographical Education Commission & 
two European associations – Eugeo and 
Eurogeo; 

• Gala dinner, on the evening of August 
23, in the Plenary Hall B of CNCC 

  
The congress ended on the afternoon of 
August 25. Bojie Fu, President of the 
Geographical Society of China presented the 
basic statistics and made a summary of the 
congress. Vladimir Kolosov, the outgoing 
President of IGU delivered a speech of 
thanks and confirmed the success of the 
congress. Then Joos Droogleever Fortuijn, 
Vice President of IGU announced the IGU 
and LOC Grant recipients. Michael 
Meadows and Vladimir Kolosov handed in 
the IGU Commission Excellent Award 2015 
to Commission on Geographical Education; 
IGU Planet and Humanity Medal was 
awarded to Prof. Carl Folke, IGU Lauréats 
d’Honneur were presented to Prof. Ian 
Burton, Prof. Maria Dolores Garcias-Ramon 
and Prof. Benno Werlen. Chinese 

Geography Outstanding Achievement 
Awards were presented to Prof. Dadao Lu, 
Prof. Ke Liao and Prof. Cairui Jing. The 
representatives from the upcoming IGU 
Regional Conferences and congresses, 
Matthew Hatvany from Quebec 2018, 
Ehmet Ertek from Istanbul 2020, Antoine 
Le-Blanc from Paris 2022, Frances Fahy 
from Dublin 2024 presented successively 
the programmes. Then the IGC flag was 
handed over to Ehmet Ertek, the 
representative of the Organizing Committee 
of the 34th International Geographical 
Congress. At last, Yukio Himiyama, the new 
President of IGU made a speech.  
  
Thanks to continuous efforts and full 
support from Chinese and overseas 
colleagues, the 33rd IGC achieved great 
success and became the largest congress 
ever in IGU history. Special thanks to the 
sponsors and supporters, who supported the 
congress financially, as well as 236 
volunteers from universities and institutions 
in China, who provided the services to 
participants during the whole congress. 
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International Geographical Union 

General Assembly 
Beijing, China 

22-23 August 2016 
 

 
Welcome by the President 
The IGU 2016 General Assembly met in two 
sessions chaired by IGU President Vladimir 
Kolosov, who welcomed delegates, 
observers, and guests to the assembly.  
 
 
 

Roll Call 
Secretary-General Meadows called the roll 
and recorded the list of countries 
represented. Delegates from the respective 
participating countries were asked to 
indicate their attendance. Representatives of 
46 countries attended one or more sessions 
of the assembly. 

 
Countries Represented at the 2016 Beijing, China IGU General Assembly 

 
Australia Estonia Mexico Slovenia 
Austria France Myanmar South Africa 
Belarus Germany Netherlands Spain 
Belgium Greece New Zealand Sweden 
Canada Hungary Oman Switzerland 
Chile India Pakistan Tunisia 
China-Beijing Ireland Poland Turkey 
China-Hong Kong Israel Republic of Korea Ukraine 
China-Taipei Italy Romania United Kingdom 
Croatia  Japan Russia United States 
Czech Republic  Kazakhstan Saudi Arabia Total = 46  
Denmark Latvia  Serbia   

 
 
Adoption of the Agenda 
The agenda, previously circulated to 
National Committees, was approved 
unanimously. 
 
Approval of the Minutes of the 2008 
General Assembly 
The assembly approved unanimously the 
minutes of the IGU General Assembly held 
in Cologne, Germany, in August 2012. 
 
 

Appointment of Tellers 
President Vladimir asked the assembly to 
nominate and approve the appointment of 
Professors Elena dell’Agnese (Italy) and 
Henrik Toft Jensen (Denmark) as tellers for 
ballots cast during the general assembly: 
Approved unanimously. 
 
Appointment of Finance Committee 
The Secretary-General and Treasurer 
explained the need for the General 
Assembly to appoint three delegates to the 
Finance Committee in order to carefully 
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scrutinise the IGU accounts and make 
recommendations as appropriate.  
Professors Carol Harden (United States), 
Olof Stjernstrom (Sweden) and Dan 
Shrubsole (Canada) were nominated from 
the floor.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Approval of New National Members 
Applications for membership had been 
received within the last few weeks from 
representatives of the following countries: 
Bolivia, Ecuador, Luxembourg and 
Venezuela.  Membership of all four 
countries was approved unanimously. 
 
Approval of Commissions, Task 
Forces, and Their Chairpersons 
Secretary-General Meadows presented the 
recommendations formulated by the IGU 

Executive Committee regarding 
commissions and task forces for the 
forthcoming 2016-20 period.  The 
Secretary-General agreed to circulate a full 
and updated list once this was compiled at 
the conclusion of the Congress and this 
would take account of necessary changes in 
the identity of chairpersons.  Some 
adjustments to the steering committees 
would also be required to ensure that 
individuals do not continue terms of office 
beyond the 12 year limit as noted in the 
Statutes.  The list below indicates 2012-16 
chairpersons where this had already been 
decided.  One new commission was 
established, viz. Commission on Global 
Understanding which has been proposed by 
Professor Benno Werlen. 
 

 
 

2016 General Assembly Actions on IGU Commissions and Task Forces 

Code Commission/Task Force Chairperson 2016-20 Action 

C16-01 Applied Geography Lombard, USA Renewed 

C16-02 Biogeography and Biodiversity Mal, India Renewed 

C16-03 Climatology Matsumoto, Japan Renewed 

C16-04 Coastal Systems Woodroffe, Australia Renewed 

C16-05 Cold Region and High Altitude 
Environments Vlasova, Russia Renewed 

C16-06 Cultural Approach in Geography To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-07 Dynamics of Economic Spaces Tamasy, Germany Renewed 

C16-08 Environmental Evolution Novenko, Russia Renewed 

C16-09 Gender and Geography Johnston, New Zealand Renewed 

C16-10 Geographical Education Chang, Singapore, Brooks, 
UK Renewed 

C16-11 Geographical Information Science Sui, United States;  
Su, China-Beijing Renewed 

C16-12 Geography of Governance Nunes Silva, Portugal Renewed 

C16-13 Geography of Information, 
Innovation and Technology Inkinen, Finland Renewed 
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C16-14 Geography of Tourism, Leisure, 
and Global Change Müller, Sweden Renewed 

C16-15 Geoheritage To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-16 Geomorphology and Society  Lin, China-Taipei Retired 

C16-17 Global Change and Human 
Mobility Dominguez-Musica, Spain Renewed 

C16-18 Global Understanding Werlen, Germany Established 

C16-19 Hazards and Risks Oguchi, Japan Renewed 

C16-20 Health and Environment To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-21 History of Geography Schmidt di Friedberg, Italy Renewed 

C16-22 Islands To be confirmed Renewed 
C16-23 Karst Ravbar, Slovenia Renewed 

C16-24 Land Degradation and 
Desertification To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-25 Landscape Analysis and 
Landscape Planning To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-26 Land Use and Land Cover 
Change To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-27 Latin American Studies Delgado, Peru Renewed 

C16-28 Local and Regional Development To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-29 
Marginalization, Globalization, 
and Regional and Local 
Responses 

Déry, Canada Renewed 

C16-30 Mediterranean Basin Paradiso, Italy Renewed 

C16-31 Modelling Geographical Systems Fotheringham, USA Renewed 

C16-32 Political Geography To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-33 Population Geography Piguet, Switzerland Renewed 

C16-34 Sustainability of Rural Systems Schmitz, Belgium; Holly, 
USA Renewed 

C16-35 Toponymy To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-36 Transport Geography To be confirmed Renewed 

C16-37 Urban Geography: Urban 
Challenges in a Complex World Rozenblat, Switzerland Renewed 
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C12-38 Water Sustainability Frank Winde, South Africa Renewed 

T16-01 Olympiad Task Force To be confirmed Renewed 

T16-02 Centennial and Sesquicentennial 
Task Force To be confirmed Renewed 

T16-03 Young and Early Career Task 
Force Ramdas, Singapore Established 

 
The following Commissions have been suspended and are on probation pending development of 
further information and plans for the period 2016-20: Arid Lands, Humankind and Environment; 
Indigenous Knowledge and Peoples’ Rights; Mountain Response to Global Change; 
Transformation Processes in Megacities. 
 
Report of the President for the Period 
2012-16 
President Vladimir Kolosov summarized the 
major activities of the IGU over the inter-
congress period.  He noted the main goals of 
the IGU Strategy that had been developed in 
consultation with the Executive Committee 
following his election in 2012 as follows: 
 
• To strengthen the position of the IGU as 

a truly global organization 
• To play a leading role in research on 

sustainable development and territory 
• To promote geography and to be better 

integrated in the international media 
space 

• To make geographical education a 
focus of IGU activity 

 
Kolosov reported on the truly global nature 
of the IGU, given that (following the 
acceptance of the four new national 
members approved earlier) has 68 full 
member countries and 39 with observer 
status. Efforts to extend contacts with both 
Latin America and Africa have had varying 
degrees of success; the developing 
relationship between UGAL and IGU has 
recently been given considerable impetus 
and the 2017 hosting of an IGU Thematic 
Conference in La Paz, Bolivia, in 
association with EGAL gives effect to this.  
The situation in Africa is proving more 
challenging, especially in the francophone 

countries, and IGU needs to redouble its 
efforts in this regard. 
 
One of the specific objectives of the IGU in 
the inter-congress period was to improve the 
quality of its major conferences and 
congresses, in addition to making them more 
accessible to young and early career scholars 
and participants from low-income countries. 
There are some encouraging signs that this 
has been achieved: Cologne in 2012 
attracted more than 3000 delegates, the 
largest ever gathering of geographers under 
the IGU banner (now superseded by the 
current Beijing Congress) and regional 
meetings in Kyoto (Japan, 2013); Krakow 
(Poland, 2014) and Moscow (Russia, 2015) 
had between 1300 to 1700 participants from 
65-70 countries in each case. 
 
The IGU has extended its activities into new 
and innovative areas of the discipline, with 
the establishment since 2012 of new 
commissions on Latin American Studies, 
Mediterranean Basin and Toponymy (jointly 
with the International Cartographic 
Association, ICA) and Task Forces devoted 
to the IGU Centennial and Sesquicentennial 
and to Young and Early-Career 
Geographers.  It is clear, from the 2012-16 
Commission and Task Force reports that 
there are now considerably more joint 
commission conferences and other 
activities.  The establishment of the 
Commission Excellence Award in 2013 has 
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given some effect to this, along with the 
increase from 2016 in the annual operating 
grant provided to seed Commission and 
Task Force activities.  Many Commissions 
publish the proceedings of their meetings 
and workshops, either in special issues of 
journals or as edited volumes; Springer is 
now publishing regular contributions from 
commissions in the Advances in 
Environmental and Geographical Sciences 
series.   
 
IGU represents the discipline through its 
active participation in the International 
Council for Science, the International Social 
Science Council and, since 2015, the 
International Council for Philosophy and 
Human Sciences.  IGU has also been 
successful in obtaining major research 
grants from ICSU, including: 
“Transdisciplinary Intercultural Ecological 
Research for Sustainability” (TIERS) and 
“Global Understanding Global 
Sustainability” (together with ICA, 
International Union of Geodesy and 
Geophysics (IUGG), International Union of 
Geological Sciences (IUGS) and 
International Society for Photogrammetry 
and Remote Sensing).  There is greater 
involvement of IGU representatives in the 
work of international governmental 
organizations and committees of the UN 
system such as the United Nations Group of 
Experts on Geographical Names 
(UNGEGN).  Cooperation with the major 
new international (ICSU/ISSC) programme 
“Future Earth” is to be encouraged and it is 
clear that the IGU should play a leading role 
in interdisciplinary research related to 
territory and the environment.   Both formal 
and informal regional collaborative 
networks have been established and joint 
initiatives with high profile European 
geographical associations Eugeo and 
Eurogeo are underway, including the 
International Charter on Geographical 
Education. 
 
IGU has several significant specific projects.  
The inauguration of 2016 as the 
International Year of Global Understanding 

(IYGU) is the most high profile of these, but 
there are other important initiatives, 
including Our Sustainable Cities (OurSus) 
and the IGU Journals project.  OurSus aims 
to connect academic geography with 
municipal authorities and business 
communities; to disseminate good practice 
of sustainability in cities of different sizes 
and has thus far been particularly successful 
in China. 
 
Many new tasks lie ahead.  We aim to raise 
the profile of the IGU, to establish relations 
with international business organizations 
(for instance, in the field of tourism); to 
establish relations with the leading 
institutions in the field of GIS and to 
continue to make geographical education as 
a strong focus of IGU activity.  The 
forthcoming centenary of the organisation, 
which will be celebrated at an extraordinary 
Congress in Paris in 2022, offers an 
excellent opportunity for IGU to consolidate 
its status and give effect to existing and new 
initiatives. 
 
Report of the Secretary General and 
Treasurer for the Period 2012-2016 
Secretary-General and Treasurer Meadows 
presented his brief report to the assembly.  
He affirmed the country membership details 
outlined by President Kolosov and noted 
that the following national committees had 
submitted inter-congress reports: China-
Hong Kong, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, France, India, Italy, New Zealand, 
Romania, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United States.  
These would be posted on the IGU website 
in due course along with the Commission 
and Task Force 2012-16 reports.   
 
Meadows noted that one of the key duties of 
the IGU Secretary-General is to act as a hub 
and conduit for communications.  This 
manifests in several different ways, viz. 
through the biannual publication of the 
Bulletin, the annual report, the quarterly 
newsletter (courtesy of former Vice-
President Bellezza), and through the IGU 
website (www.igu-online.org) which is now 
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available in French, Spanish and Arabic 
versions.  IGU has a social media presence 
though its Facebook page, which has now 
almost 3000 ‘likes’.  Maintaining an updated 
and accurate database of IGU contacts, 
especially national committee and 
commission and task force chairs is one of 
the major tasks of the Secretary-General.  
The IGU Journals Project database has 
recently been thoroughly updated.   
 
Meadows also reported on the diverse 
activities of the other IGU Executive 
Committee members, which are now 
formally reported twice annually and 
include, inter alia, liaison responsibilities 
with both national committees (including 
contact with potential new members and 
Commissions and Task Forces.  EC 
members attend Commission and Task 
Force events where and when possible and 

review their reports as part of the process 
that leads to the selection of the winner of 
the Commission Excellence Award and the 
inter-congress review.  Members of the EC 
are responsible for the administration of the 
IGU Travel grant programme, represent 
IGU (Geography) at national and 
international events, set-up promotional 
stands at exhibitions and distribute publicity 
materials etc. They also provide material for 
the e-Newsletter, annual report and Bulletin 
etc. Moreover, the executive act as ‘ears to 
the ground’ regarding developments, 
directions and trends in the discipline of 
geography. 
 
As Treasurer, Meadows presented summary 
details regarding the financial situation of 
the IGU, which remains sound.  This is 
illustrated in the data presented in Tables 1 
to 3.   

 

 
Table 1 indicates that, although there is a substantial amount of variation between years in terms 
of income and expenditure, income generally exceeds expenditure during most years and the total 
amount held in the various IGU accounts has increased over time. 

Table 2: 

Year Operating account balance 
at year end EC costs Grants to Commissions and 

projects 

2008 $124,104.33 $57,313.00 $24,300.00 
2009 $165,617.92 $34,274.00 $13,300.00 
2010 $179,072.94 $39,343.77 $9,300.00 
2011 $205,947.56 $28,508.87 $31,700.00 
2012 $162,139.10 $45,007.75 $61,100.00 
2013 $186,957.76 $37,219.77 $89,700.00 
2014 $207,666.40 $41,059.63 $52,400.00 
2015 $202,798.03 $31,657.13 $71,500.00 

 

Table 1: IGU Income and Expense 2011-2015 
Year Income Expense Surplus (Deficit) 
2011 $167,148.72 $140,518.00 $ 26,630.72 
2012 $138,916.26 $146,209.01 ($ 23,111.13) 
2013 $223,508.90 $187,891.21 $ 36,617.69 
2014 $151,903.86 $131,196.39 $ 20,707.47 
2015 $120,405.12 $125,272.32 ($4,867.20) 
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Table 2 illustrates two key elements of the IGU accounts, viz. the operating account balance at 
year-end, the annual cost of EC member attendance at IGU events and the total amount disbursed 
to Commissions, Task Forces and special projects.  It is apparent that the net assets continue to 
grow in dollar terms, the EC costs are being reduced in general, and that the funds dispersed to 
the community of geographers by the IGU have grown substantially since 2008. 

 

Table 3: IGU Endowment Fund 
Date Notes Deposit Balance 
13/01/01 Opening Balance* $4 509,11 $4 509,11 
13/03/27 ESRI Contribution $25 000,00 $29 509,11 
13/07/14 Cologne LOC Capitation $6 411,00 $35 920,11 
13/07/29 Anonymous $655,00 $36 575,11 
13/10/24 Interest $9,22 $36 584,33 
13/12/26 Kyoto LOC Capitation $10 000,00 $46 584,33 
14/01/31 Interest $9,22 $46 593,55 
14/04/30 Interest $5,74 $46 599,29 
14/07/31 Interest $5,81 $46 605,10 
14/10/31 Interest $5,87 $46 610,97 
15/01/26 Interest $5,88 $46 616,85 
15/04/24 Interest $5,74 $46 622,59 
15/04/30 Krakow LOC Capitation $12 600,00 $59 222,59 
15/12/31 Interest $21,81 $59 244,40 
16/03/11 Moscow LOC Capitation $11 000,00 $70 244,40 
16/04/24 Interest $14,77 $70 259,17 
16/05/12 Anonymous $528,71 $70 787,88 
16/06/02 Anonymous $165,66 $70 953,54 
*The IGU Endowment was established in 2003. A number of small contributions over the next 
ten years created the balance as of 1 January 2013  

 

Table 3 illustrates progress in the endowment fund, which is now growing consistently due to 
Promotion and Solidarity Fund contributions from the local organising committees of the IGU 
Congresses and Regional Conferences as a result of the development of the conference and 
congress memorandum of understanding.  Past-President Abler, under whose supervision the 
funds are held in the United States, has agreed to source higher interest rate options for these 
funds.



- 398 -
394 

Election of the 2012-2016 IGU President and Executive Committee Members 
Nominations for vacancies on the IGU Executive Committee were solicited from the chairs of 
national committees in October 2015 to be received at the IGU Secretariat no later than 1st March 
2016. One nomination was received for president (Yukio Himiyama, Japan) and eight individuals 
were nominated for four vice presidential seats on the IGU Executive Committee. 
In a secret ballot, Himiyama was elected President 2012-2016 through the Istanbul 34th 
International Geographical Congress (43 votes, one abstention). The election for four Vice 
President vacancies, with the votes cast in their favour, produced the following result: 
 

The Netherlands   Joos Droogleever Fortuijn, University of Amsterdam 32 
Turkey Barbaros Gönençgil, University of Istanbul 23 
Slovenia  Anton Gosar, University of Primorska 11 
France Nathalie Lemarchand, University of Paris VIII 21 
Finland  Jarkko Saarinen, University of Oulu 19 
Israel Izhak Schnell, University of Tel Aviv 9 
India  RB Singh, University of Delhi 32 
Canada Rémy Tremblay, Télé‐Université (University of Quebec) 20 

 

Accordingly, Droogleever-Fortuijn, Gönençgil, Lemarchand and Singh were elected as Vice-
Presidents for the period 2016-2020 through the 34th Istanbul International Geographical 
Congress.  Given that Himiyama, who was now elected Vice-President for the period 2014-18, 
was elected President, this created a Vice-President vacancy for the remaining period.  The 
General Assembly agreed that a runoff ballot should be held between the four originally nominated 
candidates who were not elected in the initial ballot.  The result of the runoff ballot was as follows: 
 

Slovenia Anton Gosar, University of Primorska 11 
Finland Jarkko Saarinen, University of Oulu 8 
Israel Izhak Schnell, University of Tel Aviv 9 
Canada Rémy Tremblay, Télé‐Université (University of Quebec) 15 

 

Accordingly, Remy Tremblay is elected to the position of Vice-President for the period 2016-18 
with a possibility of renewal for a further term of four years. 
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Selection of the Locations of the 2024 
36th International Geographical 
Conference 
 
Four invitations to host the IGU Congress in 
2024 were received from the following IGU 
National Committees: 
Denmark/Sweden (Copenhagen-Malmo);  
Ireland (Dublin);  
Australia (Melbourne);  
Czech Republic (Prague).  
 
The IGU EC had an opportunity to scrutinise 
these invitations in considerable detail and 
to interview all four of the bid committees.  
The EC made a recommendation to the 
General Assembly in the form of rank order 
as follows:  
1. Melbourne 
2. Copenhagen/Malmö and Dublin 
4. Prague.   
 
Following presentations by representatives 
of the bids, the ballot, with votes cast in 
favour, produced the following result: 
 
Denmark/Sweden: Copenhagen-Malmo = 6  
Ireland: Dublin = 19  
Australia: Melbourne = 12 
Czech Republic: Prague = 7 
 
Accordingly, Dublin is selected as the 
location of the 2024 36th International 
Geographical Congress. 
 
International Year of Global 
Understanding  
Benno Werlen, Director of the International 
Year of Global Understanding presented a 
brief report on progress in respect of the 
IYGU.  Thanks to strong support from 
ICSU, ISSC and CIPSH, was officially 
launched in Jena, Germany, in early 
February and 2016 proclaimed the Year of 
Global Understanding and the 
infrastructure, consisting of Regional Action 
Centres (RACs) which now include 
Belgrade, Ljubljana,, Zagreb, Quebec, 
Ibadan, Hiroshima, Tehran, Genoa, 
Luneburg, Santiago de Compostela, and 

Taipei. Numerous RACs have had their 
official opening ceremonies: Beijing, 
Washington, New Delhi, Santiago de 
Compostela, Genoa, and Taipei. Other 
RACs, in Belgrade, Vilnius, Tunis, Buenos 
Aires, Hamilton, Warsaw, Skopje, Leipzig, 
Hamilton, and Melbourne have begun 
activities in the last months. 
 
The online IYGU presence has been 
expanded by adding to and updating the 
IYGU website (www.global-
understanding.info).  A Facebook page, 
Twitter account, and YouTube channel have 
been created and are frequently updated. 
Media and press coverage increased before 
and following the opening ceremony. In 
Germany, the local TV stations, MDR, and 
Jena TV covered the event, and the Repórter 
Eco in Brazil, and RTP Portugal discussed 
the IYGU.  
 
The RAC in Brazil has officially confirmed 
a partnership with the Brazilian Philosophy 
Academy-ABF. Further, they have 
agreements with the National Association of 
Entities that Promote Innovating 
Enterpreneurship (ANPROTEC), 
Organização dos Estados Ibero-americanos 
(OEI), Engineers Club of Brasilia (CEnB), 
and the Latin American University of Social 
Sciences (FLACSO), which have all been 
lined up to sign.  It has been confirmed that 
H.E. José Manuel Ramos-Horta, who won 
the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1996, is the 
newest IYGU Patron. Currently, Mr. 
Ramos-Horta is the United Nations’ special 
representative and Head of the United 
Nations Integrated Peacebuilding Office in 
Guinea-Bissau (UNIOGBIS).  
 
Many individual projects are underway that 
deal with the diverse aspects of the IYGU, 
from science to education and art and music.  
Concrete progress has been made on three of 
the Springer Briefs. A partnership has been 
proposed between the IYGU and the OEI, 
with the latter offering to translate and 
potentially publish the six briefs into 
Spanish and Portuguese. So far, the first 
three briefs that are nearing publication are:  
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a) Working/Housing/Urbanizing (editors: 
Jennifer Robinson, Allen Scott, Peter 
Taylor; release date: August 23, 2016); 

b) Eating/Drinking/Surviving (editors: 
Peter Jackson, Walter Spiess, Farhana 
Sultana; release date: end of August 
2016); 

c) Communicating/Networking/Interactin
g (editor: Margaret Robertson: release 
date: mid-September, 2016). 

 
International Charter on  
Geographical Education 
The IGU Commission on Geographical 
Education has been pioneering efforts to re-
establish a revised International Charter on 
Geographical Education.  The charter 
(attached to these minutes as Appendix A) is 
due to be officially signed and ratified at a 
special ceremony at the Beijing IGU 33rd 
Congress. 
 
Future Earth 
Meadows outlined the major elements of 
this initiative which has been launched by 
inter alia ICSU and ISSC.  He noted that it 
represents a major opportunity for the 
involvement of geographers, as many of the 
existing and planned project activities are 
consistent with the objectives of the IGU, its 
Commissions and Task Forces.   
Geographers are encouraged to engage with 
Future Earth, an initial point of contact being 
the Future Earth website at:  
www.futureearth.org 
 
ICSU and ISSC Merger Proposal 
Following discussion over several years, the 
proposal to formally merge ICSU and ISSC 
will be presented at a Special Joint 
ICSU/ISSC General Assembly to take place 
in Oslo, Norway, on 23rd October 2016.  
Given that IGU is an active member of both 
ICSU and ISSC it is acknowledged that its 
input will be crucial to the development of 
appropriate structures and operations.  
Secretary-General Meadows had canvassed 
the opinion of the broader IGU community 
via email communications and, while there 
is widespread support for the proposed 

merger, there is an emerging sense that this 
must not be at the expense of the social 
sciences per se.  Meadows noted that IGU 
will represent this view at the Joint General 
Assembly and carefully monitor 
developments as the merger takes effect.  
 
Announcement of IGU Honors and 
Awards 
President Kolosov announced the IGU 
awards, as recommended by the IGU 
Awards Committee, to be conferred in 2016 
as follows:   
 IGU Planet and Humanity Medal: 

Professor Carl Folke, University of 
Stockholm 

 IGU Lauréat d’Honneur:  Professor Ian 
Burton (University of Toronto, 
Canada), Maria Dolores Garcia-Ramon 
(University of Barcelona, Spain), 
Benno Werlen (Friedrich Schiller 
University of Jena, Germany). 

 
Schedule of Future IGU Meetings 
The schedule of IGU meetings through 2024 
is: 
• 2018 Quebec, Canada Regional 

Conference 
• 2020 Istanbul, Turkey, 34th 

International Geographical Congress 
• 2022 Paris, France, Extraordinary 

International Geographical Congress 
• 2024 Dublin, Ireland 36th International 

Geographical Congress 
 
Comments by the President-Elect 
Himiyama briefly thanked the assembly for 
having the confidence in him as President of 
the IGU for the next four years.  He paid 
tribute to the work of outgoing President 
Kolosov and the Executive Committee an 
was looking forward to working hard to 
further the aims of the IGU. 
 
Report of the General Assembly 
Finance Committee 
The assembly unanimously approved the 
General Assembly Finance Committee’s 
report. 
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Other Business 
No items of other business were tabled 
Votes of Thanks 
President Kolosov offered appropriate 
expressions of appreciation both to the 
organizers of the Beijing Congress and to the 
retiring members of the IGU Executive 

Committee, Professors Soyez and Saarinen. 
The assembly expressed its appreciation in 
the appropriate manner. 
 
Adjourn 
President Kolosov closed the meeting at 
16h15 on Wednesday 23rd August 2016. 

 
 

 
Appendix A: International Charter on Geographical Education 

 
 
The Proclamation  
 
In 1992, the International Charter on 
Geographical Education was endorsed by 
the General Assembly of the International 
Geographical Union at the 27th 
International Geographical Congress in 
Washington D.C., U.S.A. (www.igu-
cge.org). The proclamation in the 1992 
Charter is still a very important basis for 
Geography Education in the 21st century. 
 
The 1992 Charter proclaims that the 
Commission on Geographical Education of 
the International Geographical Union is: 
 
Convinced that geographical education is 
indispensable to the development of 
responsible and active citizens in the present 
and future world, 
 
Conscious that geography can be an 
informing, enabling and stimulating subject 
at all levels in education, and contributes to 
a lifelong enjoyment and understanding of 
our world, 
 
Aware that students require increasing 
international competence in order to ensure 
effective cooperation on a broad range of 
economic, political, cultural and 
environmental issues in a shrinking world,  
 
Concerned that geographical education is 
neglected in some parts of the world, and 
lacks structure and coherence in others, 
 

Ready to assist colleagues in counteracting 
geographical illiteracy in all countries of the 
world, and 
 
Supportive of the principles set out in: 
• the Charter of the United Nations; 
• the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights; 
• the Constitution of UNESCO; 
• the UNESCO Recommendation 

concerning Education for International 
Understanding, Cooperation and Peace; 

• the Declaration on the Rights of the 
Child;  

• the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals; and 

• many national curricula and statements 
on geographical education. 

 
The Commission commends the 
International Charter on Geographical 
Education to all people of the world. 
 
In subsequent years, the Commission on 
Geographical Education, on behalf of the 
International Geographical Union, 
published further Declarations as follows: 
 
• The International Declaration on 

Geographical Education for Cultural 
Diversity, which was proclaimed at the 
29th Geographical Congress held in 
Seoul, South Korea in August 2000. 

• The Lucerne Declaration on 
Geography Education for 
Sustainable Development, which was 
proclaimed at the IGU-CGE Regional 
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Symposium in Lucerne Switzerland in 
July 2007. 

• The International Declaration on 
Research in Geography Education, 
which was proclaimed at the IGU 
Regional Conference held in Moscow, 
Russia in August 2015. 

 
Since 1992 the world has continued to 
change and with it the discipline of 
geography and geographical education have 
continued to develop. Therefore the 
Commission on Geographical Education of 
the International Geographical Union has 
drafted a new Charter. Compared with 1992 
this new Charter is more concise and now 
includes an Action Plan. Geography 
educators seeking more detail are advised to 
consult the 1992 Charter and the 
Declarations and literature identified on the 
website of the Commission on Geographical 
education (www.igu-cge.org). 
 
Affirmations  
 
The 2016 Charter affirms the proclamations 
of its antecedents and asserts that: 
 
• Geography is the study of Earth and its 

natural and human environments. 
Geography enables the study of human 
activities and their interrelationships 
and interactions with environments 
from local to global scales; 

• While geography often bridges natural 
and social sciences, it is pre-eminently 
the discipline that deals with spatial 
variability, i.e. that phenomena, events 
and processes vary within and between 
places and therefore should be regarded 
as an essential part of the education of 
all citizens in all societies; 

• Geographical education is neglected in 
some parts of the world, and lacks 
structure and support in others.  

 
This 2016 Charter specifically addresses 
policy makers, education leaders, 
curriculum planners, and geography 
educators in all nations and jurisdictions of 
the world to help to ensure that all people 

receive an effective and worthwhile 
geographical education, and to help 
geography educators everywhere to 
counteract geographical illiteracy. 
 
The Contribution of Geography to 
Education 
 
When taught effectively, the study of 
geography can fascinate and inspire people. 
Ensuring the quality of geography in schools 
is, consequently, an essential duty of policy 
makers and education leaders 
internationally.  Whether it is through 
appreciating the beauty of Earth, the 
immense power of Earth-shaping forces or 
the often-ingenious ways in which people 
create their living in different environments 
and circumstances, studying geography 
helps people to understand and appreciate 
how places and landscapes are formed, how 
people and environments interact, the 
consequences that arise from our everyday 
spatial decisions, and Earth’s diverse and 
interconnected mosaic of cultures and 
societies. 
 
Geography is therefore a vital subject and 
resource for 21st century citizens living in a 
tightly interconnected world. It enables us to 
face questions of what it means to live 
sustainably in this world. Geographically 
educated individuals understand human 
relationships and their responsibilities to 
both the natural environment and to others. 
Geographical education helps people to 
learn how to exist harmoniously with all 
living species. 
 
Geographical investigation both satisfies 
and nourishes curiosity. Geographical 
perspectives help deepen understanding of 
many contemporary challenges such as 
climate change, food security, energy 
choices, overexploitation of natural 
resources and urbanization. Teaching 
geography serves several vital educational 
goals. Building on people’s own 
experiences, learning geography helps them 
to formulate questions, develop their 
intellectual skills and respond to issues 
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affecting their lives. It introduces them not 
only to key 21st century skills but also to 
distinctive investigative tools such as maps, 
fieldwork and the use of powerful digital 
communication technologies such as 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS).  
 
Research in Geographical Education 
 
Geographical education is vital to equip the 
next generation of people with the 
knowledge, skills, attitudes, and practices to 
value, care, and make reasoned decisions for 
the planet. How best to teach geography to a 
range of learners is a deep concern and will 
require significant and ongoing research. 
We encourage policy makers and geography 
educators to build capacity to conduct both 
theoretical and applied research.  
 
Specifically, we encourage policy makers 
and geography educators to: 
• invest time and resources to both 

research and its application to the 
classroom and beyond;  

• value current research and knowledge 
building in the field of geographical 
education; and 

• seek constantly to identify appropriate 
and relevant research priorities in the 
field. 

 
Those who teach geography in primary and 
secondary schools as well as in further and 
higher education must be supported by 
research intelligence. They need the best, 
critical insights into (for example) the use of 
new technologies, problem based learning 
strategies and futures education. This is 
because teachers are the key to improvement 
in education, and good teachers need the 
best tools to work with. 
 
Important research questions include: 
• What geography do students need to 

know? What are their misperceptions 
and preconceptions? How can we 
enhance their geographical knowledge, 
understanding and skills? 

• How do we understand students’ 
learning progressions in geography? 

How are these best calibrated and 
assessed?  

• Which are the characteristics of 
effective teaching and learning 
materials and resources in improving 
the quality of geographical education? 

• What teaching methods are efficient 
and effective in improving the quality of 
geographical education? 

• How can the education of geography 
teachers be improved to raise the quality 
of teaching and the levels of 
achievement in geography in schools? 

 
As a result of such research, curriculum 
developers and geography educators at all 
levels will be able to  
• refine curriculum, pedagogic and 

assessment practices used in the 
teaching and learning of geography;  

• develop a ‘research orientation’ 
amongst geography teachers and 
educators that enables reflective and 
critical engagement with educational 
practices, and professional ‘habits of 
mind’ that demand improvement in the 
quality of geographical education; and  

• clarify the purposes and goals of 
geographical education, no matter how 
the geography curriculum is expressed 
locally. 

 
International Co-operation 
 
Geographical education, at its best, makes a 
unique contribution to the emergence of 
critical global perspectives in people. 
However, the status of geographical 
education varies between countries around 
the world: some people have less access to a 
quality geographical education than others. 
One way to support the global development 
and awareness of quality within 
geographical education is to promote and 
encourage international co-operation by 
sharing limited resources and assisting 
educators in different countries to learn from 
each other. 
 
International co-operation amongst 
geography educators should be promoted 
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and developed in the form of bilateral or 
multilateral exchanges of experience and 
research. This should include the exchange 
of students, teachers,  teacher educators, and 
geographers. Such exchanges may usefully 
focus on teaching materials, and research-
led developments in curriculum, pedagogy 
and assessment.  
 
Geography educators and teachers in all 
countries are encouraged to promote such 
exchanges through the work of the 
Commission on Geographical Education of 
the International Geographical Union and 
through many other geographical societies 
and associations. 
 
Policy makers are encouraged to stimulate 
and facilitate international co-operation.  
 
An International Action Plan  
 
In order that all people can benefit from a 
high quality geographical education as 
explained above, the International 
Geographical Union proposes the following 
action plan for policy makers, curriculum 
developers and geography educators to 
improve the quality of geographical 
education and geography education research 
internationally,  
 
1. National and local education policy 

makers, as well as geography teachers 
at all levels, should make the focus and 
contribution of geographical education 
for society more explicit to encourage 
higher levels of public support for its 
place in the curriculum. 

 
Strong arguments for geographical 
education are: 
• As location is a key factor in life, 

especially in an era of globalization and 
the internet, geography with its focus on 
spatial variability provides a very 
practical and useful perspective on 
everyday life. 

• Geography is the discipline where 
knowledge about locations and regions 
has its base. The appreciation of unique 

contexts and circumstances in an 
interconnected world helps deepen our 
understanding of human diversity.  

• Geography is concerned with both the 
local and the global and the 
interconnections between these scales 
of human experience.   

• Geography is concerned with human-
environment interactions in the context 
of specific places and locations and with 
issues that have a strong geographical 
dimension like natural hazards, climate 
change, energy supplies, migration, 
land use, urbanization, poverty and 
identity. Geography is a bridge between 
natural and social sciences and 
encourages the ‘holistic’ study of such 
issues.  

• Geography helps people to think 
critically about sustainable living 
locally and globally and how to act 
accordingly. Geography is much more 
than learning many facts and concepts. 
Its focus is on the patterns and processes 
that help us to understand an ever-
changing planet.  

• Geographical knowledge and skills, 
especially when mediated through 
geospatial technologies offer unique 
opportunities to make sense of the 
modern world. Together they form an 
invaluable 21 century skill set for today 
and tomorrow. 

 
2. National and local education policy 

makers should set minimum 
requirements for geography teaching 
and the geographical literacy of those 
who teach geography.  

 
This requirement is based on the convictions 
that: 
• All students at all levels in primary and 

secondary school need access to high 
quality geographical education as an 
important part of their curriculum.  

• As teachers are the key to innovation 
and quality in education, highly 
qualified geography teachers should be 
present in all schools to ensure effective 
curriculum leadership and 
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implementation. Initial teacher training 
regulations should specify a minimum 
requirement for teachers of geography 
at both primary and secondary schools.  

• Geography teachers should be qualified 
in both physical and human aspects of 
geography in order that they may 
integrate both aspects of the discipline 
as appropriate for primary and 
secondary levels.   

 
3. National and local education policy 

makers and geography teacher 
associations should develop processes 
to encourage (inter)national exchanges 
of meaningful geography teaching and 
learning practices.  

 
Enhanced co-operation and exchanges 
between geography teachers in local 
jurisdictions, nations and internationally 
have the potential to  
• strengthen the position of geography in 

schools and institutions of higher 
education; 

• clarify the purpose of geographical 
education for all students; and 

• develop innovative and effective 
pedagogic practices in geographical 
education. 

 
Comparison of geography standards and 
curricula from different countries and 
opportunities for international teacher 
exchanges should be encouraged in order to 
disseminate the knowledge, skills and values 
that are basic to all geographical education.   
 
4. National and local education policy 

makers and the geographical education 
community should develop a relevant 
research agenda for geographical 
education and facilitate this research 
for the development of geographical 
education. 

 
Geography teaching in all jurisdictions may 
be enhanced by ensuring that all aspects of 
the geographical education enterprise are 
guided by evidence based on strong, peer-

reviewed and relevant research findings. In 
order to achieve this: 
• Policy makers, curriculum developers 

and geography educators should review 
internationally published research in 
geographical education in order to 
determine identified best practice and 
where further research may be 
necessary.  

• Where current research in geographical 
research appears to be lacking, policy 
makers and geography educators should 
develop supportive mechanisms.  

• Policy makers, curriculum developers 
and geography educators should 
develop mechanisms whereby teachers 
in their schools can access international 
geographical education research in their 
own languages.  

• Teachers should be encouraged to 
undertake quality research in 
geographical education as part of in-
service higher degree study and such 
research may be enhanced through the 
work of international research groups 
that enable researchers to draw upon the 
resources, intelligence and expertise 
which may be unavailable locally.  

 
5. National and local education policy 

makers and geography teacher 
associations and teachers should create 
and maintain a strong professional 
network structure. 

 
National and international professional 
network structures are necessary to open 
new horizons for geographical education. 
These networks need support from a large 
range of educational policy makers, 
geographical organizations and other 
stakeholders. In particular,  
• Continued professional development in 

geographical education within and 
across networks needs to be encouraged 
and facilitated for all teachers; and  

• The visibility of the discipline and 
appreciation of the significance of 
geography in education requires a 
higher media profile. Professional 
networks locally, regionally, nationally 
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and internationally should be 
encouraged to engage the public in their 
work. 

 
The geographical education of all people 
should be designed to address local and/or 
national priorities but be based firmly on the 
five points outlined above. While it is 
acknowledged that school curricula around 
the world will differ in significant ways, it is 
important that all geography curricula are 
recognizable around the world as reflecting 
the best of contemporary geographical 
scholarship.  
 
This International Charter on Geographical 
Education, drafted by the International 
Geographical Union Commission on 
Geographical Education, was endorsed by 
the General Assembly of the International 
Geographical Union at the International 
Geographical Union Congress in Beijing, 
August 2016. 
 
The International Geographical Union 
commends the principles and practices 
presented here as an International Action 
Plan whereby people in all jurisdictions 
around the world may receive the 
geographical education to which they are 
entitled. The International Geographical 
Union, at its Congress in Beijing in 2016, 
affirms and proclaims this Charter to all 
governments and peoples of the world and 
commends these principles and practices as 
the basis on which sound geographical 
education in all countries should be 
maintained. 
 
Signed, 
Beijing, August 25th, 2016 
Prof. Vladimir Kolossov 
President of the International Geographical 
Union   
 
This 2016 Charter on Geographical 
Education has been prepared by Prof. Joop 
van der Schee and prof. John Lidstone (co-
chairs) on behalf of the IGU Commission on 
Geographical Education.   

Draft versions of the 2016 Charter have been 
discussed with representatives of 
EUROGEO, EUGEO, AAG, SEAGA and 
others.  
Copyright text: IGU Commission on 
Geographical Education. 
Photographs: Joop van der Schee 
Map: Kai Krause Creative Commons. 
Design:  Usecue Amsterdam.
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Appendix B: Memorandum of Understanding for collaboration between the 

International Geographical Union and the International Association of 
Geomorphologists 

 
 
This Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) is entered into by and between the 
International Geographical Union (IGU) and 
the International Association of 
Geomorphologists (IAG). 
 
Background 
 
The IAG recognises the International 
Council for Science (ICSU) as being the co-
ordinating and representative body for the 
international organisation of science and is 
affiliated to it through the International 
Geographical Union (IGU) and the 
International Union of Geological Sciences 
(IUGS).  
 
Purpose 
 
This MoU will set the terms and 
understanding for establishing a mutual 
beneficial framework of cooperation 
between IGU and IAG for the exchange of 
scientific and technical knowledge and the 
augmentation of scientific and technical 
capabilities between the members of both 
scientific bodies, with respect to the 
geosciences as applied to the investigation 
of topics of particular relevance to society. 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
The Parties shall encourage and facilitate, 
where appropriate, the development of 
direct contacts and cooperation between the 
members of the scientific bodies and other 
agencies, including universities, research 
centers, and institutions of education. 
 
Forms of cooperation under this 
Memorandum may consist of exchanges of 
technical information; visits; participation in 
training courses, conferences and symposia; 

the exchange of professional geoscientists in 
areas of mutual interest; and any other 
collaboration research consistent with 
programs of the Parties. Specific areas of 
cooperation may include, but are not limited 
to, such areas of mutual interest as:  
 
1) Both scientific bodies shall maintain a 

link, including the logo, to the other 
organization in their respective 
websites 

2) When organizing joint scientific events, 
both organizations will have their 
respective logos in relevant 
documentation 

3) Members of each organization will have 
access to the materials produced by the 
other organization (for example 
abstracts, online material, etc.) 

4) Both organizations will support each 
other in international fora for the 
development of their respective 
activities and recognizing their roles on 
geosciences and their impact on solving 
societal problems 

5) Topics of interest may include hazards, 
vulnerability, disaster risk, risk 
assessment, natural resources, 
environment, geographical,  
geomorphological and geospatial 
analysis and investigations among 
others, and involve joint workshops and 
scientific fieldtrips, especially during 
conferences 

6) Other similar activities as might be 
deemed necessary and agreed upon by 
both scientific organizations in the 
future.  

 
Funding 
 
This MoU is not a commitment of funds by 
either party. Third-party funding will be 
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sought by both the IGU and IAG to help with 
the funding of the collaboration activities.  
Cooperative activities under this 
Memorandum shall be subject to the 
availability of personnel, resources, and 
funds. This Memorandum shall not be 
construed to obligate any particular 
expenditure or commitment of resources or 
personnel.  
 
Duration 
 
This MoU is at-will and may be modified by 
mutual consent of authorized officials from 
the IGU and IAG. This MoU shall become 
effective upon signature by the authorized 
officials from the IYGU and IAG and will 
remain in effect until modified or terminated 
by any one of the partners by mutual 
consent. This MoU is signed for an initial 
period of four years and will be 
automatically renewed, for the same period, 
except as indicated otherwise by either 
Party. 
 
Beijing, August 2016 
 
International Geographical Union (IGU) 
President 
 
Professor Vladimir Kolossov 
Institute of Geography of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
Moscow, Russia 
Email: vladimirkolossov@rambler.ru  
vladimirkolossov@gmail.com 
 
International Association of  
Geomorphologists (IAG) 
President 
 
Professor Eric Fouache 
Vice Chancellor  
University Paris Sorbonne Abu Dhabi 
E-mail: Eric.Fouache@psuad.ac.ae 
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IGU Commissions Excellence Awards 

2014-2015 
 

 
IGU Commission Excellence Award 
2014: Political Geography 
 
The IGU Commission on Political 
Geography has performed exceptionally 
well in 2014. The Commission participates 
consistently in the IGU Congresses and 
Conferences by organizing special sessions 
and panels, often in collaboration with other 
IGU commissions. The Commission 
organized an impressive number of 
conferences and workshops in Europe, 
North and South America and Asia, and 
collaborated with several external 
organizations, including the ISSC. The 
Commission has a strong record of 
publishing special issues in international 
refereed academic journals as an outcome of 
commission meetings and communicates 
about its activities through a newsletter, 
website, mailing list and Facebook group. 
The Commission encourages and stimulates 
the involvement of young researchers and 
researchers from low-income countries in its 
activities. The commission has a travel grant 
program for postgraduate students and early 
career scientists, giving preference to young 
scholars, in particular from developing 
countries. A young members’ board 
stimulates the involvement of young 
scientists in the activities of the commission. 
 
IGU Commission Excellence Award 
2015: Geographical Education 
 
The Commission on Geographical 
Education is very active and highly 
productive. The Commission participates 
consistently in IGU Congresses and 
Conferences by organizing sessions on 
geography education and it performs an 
important function in bridging human and 
physical geography. The Commission is 

exceptionally successful in disseminating 
geographical knowledge and skills to a 
broad audience outside the academic 
community and in educating future 
generations of geographers. The new 
WIKIGEO for 5-18 year old children 
initiated by the Commission is an innovative 
tool. The Commission, jointly with the IGU 
Olympiad Task Force, is contributing to the 
success of the International Geography 
Olympiad. The signing of the new 
Declaration on Research in Geographical 
Education and the development of a new 
Charter on Geography Education in 
collaboration with EUGEO and EUROGEO 
are major outcomes of the Commission’s 
work in 2015. The publication record of the 
Commission includes the International 
Research in Geographical and 
Environmental Education journal and a new 
series on geographical education published 
by Springer, with the first volume published 
in 2015. The Commission communicates 
about its activities through a regular 
newsletter and an attractive website. The 
Commission encourages and stimulates the 
involvement of early career scholars by 
compiling a Geography Education Doctoral 
and PhD Dissertation collection published 
on the Commission’s website and via special 
activities and publication opportunities for 
early career researchers. The Commission 
has been successful in increasing its 
membership, in particular with female 
members from developing countries, and 
such countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America are well represented on the 
Commission’s membership roster. 
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Report on IGU Regional Conference, 
Moscow  
  
The venue for the IGU 2015 Regional 
Conference, held from August 17th to 21st 
2015 was the Lomonosov Moscow State 
University. It was organized by the Faculty 
of Geography of that university jointly with 
the Institute of Geography of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences and the Russian 
Geographical Society. The conference 
gathered 1658 participants from 73 different 
countries. 764 Russian geographers 
accounted for 46% of participants. The 
largest foreign groups came from China 
(173), India (90), USA (57), Germany (38), 
Spain and Brazil (28 participants each).  
  
The main themes of the 2015 Regional 
Conference were Urban Environment, 
Arctic Studies, Natural and Anthropogenic 
studies in a Changing Climate and 
transboundary conflicts. A total of 32 IGU 
Commissions (out of 40) arranged their 
sessions within the framework of the 
conference. A number of “thematic” 
sessions were held on the initiative of other 
scholars and research teams. Notably, there 
were many sessions, organized both by 
Commissions and groups of scholars, 
devoted to climate change and its diverse 
impacts. All in all, the scientific programme 
included 312 scientific sessions comprising 
of 1084 individual oral presentations, as 
well as 451 poster presentations.  
  
The Commissions on Urban Challenges in a 
Complex World and on Political Geography 
had the largest number of sessions. Many 
participants attended also the sessions on 
distributed spatial data and GIS, 
geographical systems’ modeling, natural 

and anthropogenic risks and hazards, the 
impact of Olympic Games and other mega-
‐projects on environment, contemporary 
geographical technologies, sustainable land 
and water use, etc. Special sessions were 
devoted to the work on the flagship IGU 
projects, in particular IYGU and Our 
Sustainable Cities. 
 
According to a relatively recently 
established tradition at large IGU meetings, 
keynotes were a notable focal point of the 
conference and were attended by many 
participants. Professor Gordon Macbean 
(Canada), a well-‐known climatologist and 
President of ICSU, discussed different views 
on the problem of climate change and its 
challenges for the international scientific 
community and in particular the joint 
ICSU/ISSC programme Future Earth. 
Professor Georg Gartner (Austria), 
President of the International Cartographic 
Association, talked about the role of 
cartography in contemporary society. 
Professor Benno Werlen (Germany), Chair 
of the IGU Commission on Cultural 
Approach in Geography and Coordinator of 
the International Year of Global 
Understanding, informed the audience about 
the progress of this ambitious project 
initiated by IGU. Professor John O’Loughlin 
(USA), one of the world leading political 
geographers, focused his presentation on the 
results of a major interdisciplinary project 
on the impact of global change on violence 
in Africa. Professor Alexander Murphy, 
former President of the Association of 
American Geographers, raised the question 
of the future of geographical disciplines 
facing dynamic transformations in society 
and environment. Professor Solomon 
Kroonenberg (Netherlands) discussed the 
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problem of geographical forecasts and 
predictability using the case of the Caspian 
Sea. Professor Valery Tishkov, the most 
prominent figure in the studies of identities, 
ethnology and cultural anthropology in 
Russia, entitled his lecture “Culture 
Complexity of Contemporary Nations”. 
Professor Vladimir Kolosov, President of 
IGU, summarized specific features and the 
main trends in the development of 
geography in Russia. Professor Shirlena 
Young (Singapore) offered a keynote on the 
achievements and challenges of the 
discipline in relation to Gender, as the IGU 
Commission on Gender in Geography was 
the recipient of the 2014 IGU Commission 
Excellence award. 
 
The Organizing Committee established 
another format that facilitated the 
presentation of results of studies with wider 
interdisciplinary importance – thematic 
lectures. These were offered by Professors 
Karl Donert (UK, President of Eurogeo), 
Céline Rozenblat (Switzerland), Elena 
dell’Agnese (Italy), Takashi Yamazaki 
(Japan), Cosimo Palagiano (Italy), Brad 
Coombes (New Zealand), Melinda Laituri 
and Lee Schwartz (USA), and Alexander 
Pelyasov and Nadezhda Zamiatina (Russia). 
Their lectures attracted many participants 
and filled the venue. 
 
A special programme was worked out for 
young scholars that embraced the dynamic 
discussion format of poster presentations, 
master-‐classes, quests and even a 
competition in orientation in a big city.  The 
Commission on Geographical Education 
held, together with the Russian Association 
of Geography Teachers, a ‘Day of the 
Geography Teacher’. Perhaps the most 
interesting event of this Day was an 
interactive round table on the perspectives of 
geographical education with the 
participation of “practitioners” – geography 
teachers from Moscow who shared their 
experience and ideas with the Commission’s 
members. The Day was marked by the 
presentation of the first draft of the new 
Charter on Geographical Education which 

should be signed soon by major international 
geographical associations. 
 
Another fine tradition of conferences is the 
holding of the International Geographical 
Olympiad. In 2015, it was organized in the 
region of Tver’ (about 200 km to the north-
‐west of Moscow). This Olympiad broke all 
records: it reunited 40 teams and 159 
participants from 38 countries, as well as 86 
coaches and observers. The tests were 
compiled by geographers from Moscow 
State University and the University of Tver’. 
According to tradition, the closing ceremony 
of the Olympiad was held at the opening of 
the main Conference. The winners were 
greeted by the governor of Tver’ region, the 
rectors of Moscow and Tver’ universities, 
the members of IGU Executive and other 
officials. In this competition, the Polish team 
proved triumphant. The conference 
coincided with the celebration of the 170th 
anniversary of Russian Geographical 
Society which organized a reception and an 
exhibition in one of the finest Moscow 
hotels. For the first time RGS decided to 
award with its medals to five renowned 
foreign scholars from China, Finland, 
Hungary and the United States who have for 
many years cooperated with Russian 
colleagues in joint research projects. The 
medals were presented by the President of 
the RGS, Sergei Shoigu. 
 
The conference in Moscow was without 
doubt the major event in the life of the 
international geographical community in 
2015. It was widely covered by Russian TV 
and other media and certainly contributed to 
the greater visibility of geography and a 
better understanding of its role in 
contemporary science and society. 
 
Highlights of the IGU Executive 
Committee meetings of 2015 
 
The 2014 - 2016 IGU Executive Committee 
consists of eleven elected officials: 
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President: 
Professor Vladimir Kolossov 
Institute of Geography of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences  
Moscow, Russia 
E-Mail: vladimirkolossov@gmail.com 
 
Secretary General and Treasurer:  
Professor Michael Meadows 
University of Cape Town 
Department of Environmental and  
Geographical Science  
Cape Town, South Africa  
E-Mail: mmeadows@mweb.co.za 
 
Past President: 
Professor Ronald F. Abler 
E-Mail: rabler@aag.org 
 
First Vice President: 
Professor Dietrich Soyez 
University of Köln 
Department of Geography  
Köln, Germany 
E-mail: d.soyez@uni-koeln.de 
 
Vice Presidents: 
 
Professor Elena dell'Agnese 
Department of Sociology and Social 
Research  
University of Milano 
Milano Italy  
E-mail: elena.dellagnese@unimib.it 
 
Professor Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn 
Department of Geography, Planning and  
International Development Studies  
University of Amsterdam 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands  
E‐mail: j.c.droogleeverfortuijn@uva.nl 
 
Professor Iain Hay 
School of Environment 
Flinders University  
Adelaide, Australia  
E-Mail: iain.hay@flinders.edu.au 
 
Professor Yukio Himiyama 
Institute of Geography 
Hokkaido University of Education  

Hokumoncho, Japan 
E-mail: 
himiyama.yukio@a.hokkyodai.ac.jp; 
himiyamay@kkd.biglobe.ne.jp 
 
Professor Jarkko Saarinen 
University of Oulu 
Department of Geography 
Oulu, Finland  
E-Mail: jarkko.saarinen@oulu.fi 
 
Professor RB Singh 
University of Delhi 
Department of Geography  
Delhi School of Economics  
Delhi, India  
E-mail: rbsgeo@hotmail.com;  
rbsgeo2@gmail.com 
 
Academician Zhou Chenghu 
The Institute of Geographical Sciences and 
Natural Resources Research 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Beijing, People’s Republic of China  
E-Mail: zhouch@lreis.ac.cn 
 
Two executive committee meetings were 
held in 2015. The first was in Chicago, in 
April, and the executive committee 
members were able to participate in the 
Annual Conference of the Association of 
American Geographers. The second meeting 
of the year was held prior to the Moscow 
regional conference in August. 
 
The agendas of these meetings focused on 
the main objectives of the IGU Strategy 
adopted in late 2014:  
1) keeping and strengthening the role of 

IGU as a truly global organization, 
increasing the number of country 
members, particularly from Tropical 
Africa and Latin America,  and raising 
the interest in, and activities of, IGU in 
developed countries, and maintaining 
highest possible standards for IGU 
Regional Conferences and Congresses; 

2) making IGU an important global  inter-  
and  intra-disciplinary  coordination  
platform  in  geographical  and  
research,  integrating IGU  



- 413 -
409 

Commissions’ work and developing 
interdisciplinary research by promoting 
problem- and region-oriented 
programmes; 

3) promoting geography and improving its 
visibility in the international academic 
community and global society at large; 

4) contributing to the improvement of 
geographical education.  

 
The agenda of EC sessions in 2014 
comprised the adoption of new members 
(Myanmar and Uganda became full 
members   in 2015) and the developing 
relations with major international and 
national geographical organizations like 
EGAL (Encuentro de Geografos de América 
Latina), Association of American 
Geographers, Eugeo and Eurogeo, etc. 
Particular attention was paid to the 
establishment of closer contacts with 
African geographers. The EC contributed to 
the progress of its most ambitious initiative 
– the proclamation of the International Year 
of Global Understanding and other 
interdisciplinary projects:  the creation of the 
web-platform “Our Sustainable Cities” and 
the database of geographical journals. It was 
agreed that, from 2017, IGI would host so‐
called ‘thematic conferences’, devoted to 
important interdisciplinary problems such as 
energy and sustainable development, and the 
geography of peace. The preparation of the 
2022 Extraordinary International 
Geographical Congress in Paris celebrating 
the IGU centennial is continuing with the 
participation of a special Task Force. A 
special Task Force was also established for 
Young and Early Career Geographers. It is 
in particular  planned,  in  celebrating  the  
centennial  and sesquicentennial of the IGU, 
to publish a monograph (in two volumes) on 
the role of IGU in the internationalisation of 
science, the circulation of key ideas and the 
change of paradigms in geographical 
studies,  and  on  the Union’s long  and  
distinguished  history.  As  usual,  the  EC 
approved  financial  reports,  actively 
participates and controls the preparation of 
Regional Conferences  and  the  Congresses, 
the affiliation with other organizations, 

cooperation  and outreach,  the involvement 
of the world geographical community in  the  
international  Future Earth programme, the 
work of a Committee on IGU awards, etc. 
The EC coordinates the activity of 41 IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces and regularly 
discusses their reports. A special award to 
the Commission of excellence established in 
2014 was handled for the second time at the 
Regional Conference in Moscow. The EC 
believes it particularly important to 
encourage the participation of early career 
geographers in its events through special 
programmes at the Regional Conferences 
and Congresses and especially the creation 
of a Task Force consisting of young 
scholars, which starts its activity in 2016. 
Geographical education remains a priority 
for the EC. It is planned to adopt at the 33d 
International Geographical Congress in 
Beijing the internationally approved 
minimum of geographical knowledge for 
each citizen in the XXI century and the new 
Charter of Geographical Education. Its first 
version was presented at the 2015 Regional 
Conference in Moscow. 
 
International Year of Global 
Understanding 
 
The International Year of Global 
Understanding (IYGU) is an IGU project 
that has been in the planning for several 
years.  Its official proclamation is 2016, with 
the launch in Jena, Germany. The IYGU 
programme was unanimously adopted by 
the UNESCO General Assembly in 
December 2013. The Year is supported by 
the International Council of Science (ICSU), 
the International Social Science Council 
(ISSC), and the International Council for 
Philosophy and Human Sciences (CIPSH), 
and sponsored by a large number of 
organizations and institutions. The IYGU 
aims to bridge the gap in awareness between 
local actions and global effects, to 
encourage everyone to make daily decisions 
in light of global challenges and to 
contribute to bottom‐up initiatives that 
connect individual, local action to global 
sustainability. The IYGU intends to 
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strengthen collaboration between natural, 
social, and cultural sciences, to identify how 
local actions yield results on a global scale, 
and to empower individuals to manifest 
local-scale change with global effects. More 
information about IYGU and in particular its 
programme  are  available  at:   
http://global-understanding.info/.   
It is coordinated by Professor Benno 
Werlen, Chair of IGU Commission on 
Cultural Geoghraphy. 
 
In 2014, the IYGU Steering Committee 
established cooperation with Future Earth, 
the Rio Summer Olympics 2016 and the 
International Olympic Committee, and the 
world renowned software company ESRI, 
etc. It coordinated the creation of new 
Continental and Regional Actions Centers, 
and ‘hubs’ of action and communication. 
The first main IYGU brochures will be 
published soon by Springer, the other 
follows later during 2016. The Steering 
Committee continued fund raising. A 
substantial number of conferences and 
IYGU presentations were held around the 
world and the programme is expected to 
accelerate and expand significantly in 2016. 
 
The IGU Journals Project 
 
The project to establish a searchable global 
database of geographical periodicals is 
ongoing and the database is currently being 
updated. Information, including contact 
details, impact factor (where appropriate) 
and website addresses of  more than 1300 
journals from more  than 80 countries 
worldwide are available online (follow the 
link from the IGU homepage at: www.igu‐
online.org  Ton  Dietz,  Christian  
Vandermotten  and   Mike  Meadows have 
published a paper in the new online 
geographical journal Geo: Geography and 
Environment) entitled: ‘A perspective on 
problems and prospects for academic 
publishing in Geography’  that considers the 
journals project database in the wider 
context of publications in academic 
geography globally. The article is open 
access and may be found here: 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/
geo2.16/full 
 
Sustainable Cities: The IGU ‘OurSus’ 
Project 
 
The project “Our Sustainable Cities”  
(‘OurSus’)  is  being  implemented  by  
Chinese  and  Dutch experts who try to 
connect academic geography with municipal 
authorities and  business communities, and 
to disseminate good practice of 
sustainability in the cities of different size all 
over the world (www.oursus.org and 
zh.oursus.org). Oursus is planned to reach 
full maturity in time for the 2016 Beijing 
Congress having a wide and internationally 
balanced representation of both cities and 
users. Between 2014 and 2016 it is 
anticipated that up to 70 Chinese cities will 
be on the website but the challenge now is  
to  get  cities  from outside China 
represented. It is decided to establish an 
international steering committee for the 
project. 
 
Communication and Outreach 
 
The main communication tools of the IGU 
are its quarterly newsletter, compiled by 
Vice-‐ President    Giuliano    Bellezza   and    
its   website, maintained   by   Secretary‐
General   Mike Meadows. As usual, four 
issues of the new series of the e-Newsletter 
were published in 2015 and can be 
downloaded from the website by following 
the newsletter link from www.igu- 
online.org.    The     IGU    Facebook    page 
(https://www.facebook.com/pages/Internati
onal- Geographical-   
Union/282917935136850) continues  to  
attract  ‘likes’  and  the  website  also attracts 
many visitors. 
 
Forthcoming events 
 
The next IGU Congress will be held in 
Beijing, China, from 21st to 25th August 
2015 and hosted by the Geographical 
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Society of China.  See details at 
www.igc2016.org 
 
Financials 
 
A summary Profit and Loss statement and 
Balance Sheet (amounts given in US$) for 
2015 are attached to this report and indicate 
that the overall financial position of the IGU 

remains reasonably stable despite a small 
operating loss in the year. The revenue 
generated by its member countries continues 
to ensure that IGU is able to remain active in 
the international geographical community 
and is able to strive towards fulfilling its 
major objectives (see www.igu-online.org). 
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Appendix 1 
IGU Income Statement 
1 January – 31 December 2015 
 
 

January – December 2015 
Ordinary Income  
Income/Expense 
Grants and Awards Received 
Nonprofit Organization Grants 10,245.67 
Total Grants and Awards Received 10,245.67 
Investments 
Banking Accounts Interest 3,359.33 
Total Investments 3,359.33 
Misc. Credits and Refunds 4,139.61 
Program Income 
Country Member Dues 102,460.51 
Subscriptions 200 
Total Program Income 102,660.51 
Total Income 120,405.12 
Gross Profit 120,405.12 
Expense 
Awards and Grants 
IGU Travel Grants 14,723.55 
Total Awards and Grants 14,723.55 
Operations 
Collaboration and Outreach 
Conference, Convention, Meeting 1,684.62 
Memberships and Dues 4,390.64 
Travel and Lodging 10,552.38 
Collaboration and Outreach - Other 1,935.28 
Total Collaboration and Outreach 18,562.92 
Executive Committee Meetings 31,657.13 
IGU Commissions 27,536.35 
IGU Honors Programs 1,383.48 
Projects 
IYGU 18,194.96 
Journal Evaluation 227.29 
Total Projects 18,422.25 
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Publications 
Biobibliography Series 2,482.59 
IGU Bulletin 3,049.80 
Total Publications 5,532.39 
Total Operations 103,094.52 
Secretariat 
Banking Fees 3,446.87 
Internet and IGU Web Site 2,005.77 
Secretarial Assistance 958.26 
Supplies 1,043.35 
Total Secretariat 7,454.25 
Total Expense 125,272.32 
Net Ordinary Income -4,867.20 
Net Income -4,867.20 

 
 
Appendix 2 
IGU Balance Sheet 
31 December 2015 
 
 

Assets  31-Dec-15 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings 
Johnson Bank IGU Endowment 59,244.40 
Johnson Bank Operating Account 3,515.44 
Petty Cash 590.95 
SBCT Market Link 767.64 
SBCT Money Market 114,170.42 
SBCT Operating Account 24,509.18 
Total Checking/Savings 202,798.03 
Current Total Assets 202,798.03 
TOTAL ASSETS 202,798.03 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity  
Opening Balance 151,339.5 
Unrestricted Net Assets  56,325.71 
Net Income -4,867.20 
Total Equity 202,798 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 202,798.03 
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Highlights of the IGU Executive Committee 
meetings of 2016 
 
IGU Executive Committee 2016-18 
  
President 
Professor Yukio Himiyama 
Emeritus Professor, Hokkaido University of 
Education 
Asahimachi 1-jo, 6-chome, Asahikawa 
070-0831, Japan 
Vox: +81 166 53 2322 
Fax: +81 166 53 2322 
E-mail: yukiohimiyama@gmail.com 
 
Secretary General and Treasurer 
Professor Michael Meadows 
University of Cape Town, Private Bag X3 
Department of Environmental and 
Geographical Science 
South Lane, Upper Campus 
Rondebosch 7701 South Africa 
Vox: +27 21 650 2873 
Fax: +27 21 650 3456 
Mobile: +27 82 764 7334 
E-Mail: michael.meadows@uct.ac.za 
 
Past President 
Professor Vladimir Kolosov 
Institute of Geography  
 
First Vice President 
Professor Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn 
Department of Geography, Planning and 
International Development Studies 
Nieuwe Achtergracht 166 
1018WV Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Vox: +31-20-5254012 
E-Mail: j.c.droogleeverfortuijn@uva.nl 
 
 
 

Vice Presidents 
 
Professor Elena dell'Agnese 
Dept. of Sociology and Social Research 
University of Milano-Bicocca 
Edificio U7 
via Bicocca degli Arcimboldi 8, 
20126 Milano Italy 
Vox: 39 02 64487486 
Fax: 39 02 64487561 
E-mail elena.dellagnese@unimib.it 
 
Professor Dr. Barbaros Gönençgil 
Department of Geography 
University of Istanbul 
İ.Ü.Edebiyat Fakültesi Coğrafya Bölümü  
Ordu Cd. No:196 Laleli – İstanbul 
Turkey 
Vox: + 90 212 455 5700 /15756 
Mobile:+ 90 532 4474509 
E-Mail: barbaros@istanbul.edu.tr 
 
Professor Iain Hay 
School of Environment 
Flinders University 
GPO Box 2100, Adelaide 5001 
South Australia, Australia 
Vox: +61 8 82012386 
E-Mail:  iain.hay@flinders.edu.au 
 
Professor Nathalie Lemarchand 
Université Paris 8 
UFR eriTES Département de Géographie 
2 Rue de la Liberté 
93256 Saint-Denis Cedex, France 
Vox: +33 6 63 31 51 69 
E-Mail: nlemarchan@aol.com   
nathalie.lemarchand02niv-paris8.fr 
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Professor RB Singh 
University of Delhi,  
Department of Geography 
Delhi School of Economics 
Delhi-110007 India 
Vox: +91 11 27666783  
Mobile: +91-9971950226 
E-mail: rbsgeo@hotmail.com/  
rbsgeo2@gmail.com 
 
Professor Rémy Tremblay 
Télé‐Université du Quebec (TÉLUQ) 
Université du Québec 
5800, Rue Saint-Denis 
Montréal H2S 3L5 Canada 
Vox: +1 613 724-0350 
E-Mail: remy.tremblay@teluq.ca;  
remy.tremblay@uottawa.ca 
     
Academician Zhou Chenghu 
The Institute of Geographical Sciences and 
Natural Resources Research (IGSNRR) 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
11A Datun Road, Beijing 100101 
People’s Republic of China 
Vox: +86 10 64889789 
Fax: +86 10-64889630 
Mobile: +86-13901394605 
E-Mail: zhouch@lreis.ac.cn 
 
Three Executive Committee meetings 
were held in 2016. The first was in Delhi in 
March, the second was in Tianjin/Beijing in 
August, and the third was in Paris in 
November. 
 
The first EC meeting in 2016 was held at 
Indian National Science Academy, Delhi, 
India during 17-19 March. It was held at the 
same time as the annual Indian IGU 
International Conference on Land Use 
Change, Climate Extremes and Disaster 
Risk Reduction, so that the EC members had 
a good opportunity of getting together with 
Indian geographers. It was the last EC 
meeting before the one immediately before 
the Beijing IGC, hence much time was 
devoted to the issues related with the Beijing 
IGC, such as session themes or grant 
programs, and some suggestions, e.g. 
inclusion of some events for school teachers, 

were made. IGU’s relations with such 
international bodies as ICCS, ISSC, CIPSH, 
AAG, RGS, or Future Earth also remained 
high on the agenda. In this meeting an 
important decision was made for the 
promotion of activities of Commissions, 
Task Forces and National Committees for 
IGU. The ‘Urbanization, Health and 
Wellbeing’ Conference in Hyderabad, India, 
in March 2017 was recognized as 
representing an opportunity to promote the 
‘thematic conference’ concept, and it was 
agreed to label this and the other future 
meetings of equivalent significance 
officially as an ‘IGU Thematic Conference’.   
 
The second EC meeting was held at Shangri-
La Hotel, Tianjin, China and at Institute of 
Geography and Natural Resources 
Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
Beijing, China during 17-21 August 2016, 
i.e. immediately before the IGC Beijing. 
With the assistance of Tianjin Normal 
University, the IGC Beijing Organizing 
Committee hosted the EC meeting including 
local study tours which gave the EC 
members a good chance of meeting Chinese 
geographers and observing the region. The 
EC meeting was quite intensive in order to 
cover various aspects of the IGU activities in 
general and the IGC and the General 
Assembly in particular. For detail, please see 
the minutes of the meetings. Following the 
General Assembly and the election of new 
members, the Executive Committee, 
including outgoing and incoming members, 
reconvened at the China National 
Convention Centre on 25 August 2016, soon 
after the Closing Ceremony of the IGC. The 
meeting was chaired by newly elected 
President Yukio Himiyama, who welcomed 
Past President Vladimir Kolosov, Secretary-
General Mike Meadows, new Vice 
Presidents Barbaros Gönençgil, and 
Nathalie Lemarchand, re-elected Vice-
Presidents Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn and 
RB Singh, and continuing Vice-Presidents 
Elena dell’Agnese and Zhou Chenghu. 
Outgoing members of the committee, 
Professor Ron Abler (accompanied by 
Barbara Abler) and Dieter Soyez, were also 
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in attendance. Newly elected Vice-President 
Rémy Tremblay, outgoing Vice-President 
Jarkko Saarinen and continuing Vice-
President Iain Hay were unable to attend. 
President Himiyama suggested that Joos 
Droogleever-Fortuijn be the First Vice-
President for the period 2016-20, and the 
nomination was accepted and 
enthusiastically approved.  In saying 
farewell to outgoing Executive Committee 
members there was a special tribute paid to 
Professor Ron Abler, a stalwart of the 
committee, as Vice-President, as Secretary-
General and Treasurer and as President and 
Past President over twenty years of selfless 
service. 
 
The third EC meeting in 2016 was held at 
Maison de la Recherche, Paris, France, 
during 14-17 November 2016. It was the 
first official EC meeting since the EC for 
2016-2018 started at the end of the IGC 
Beijing, hence assignment of 
Commissions/Task Forces, member 
countries and other duties to each EC 
member, checking of the states of the 
Commissions/Task Forces and confirmation 
of the time table of EC meetings during this 
period had priority in the meeting. The 
confirmed dates of the forthcoming EC 
meetings are: 8 - 10 May 2017, Quebec; 7 - 
9 September 2017, Amsterdam; 10 - 12 
April 2018, Tokyo. The EC members had 
good opportunity of meeting not only 
French geographers including the 
representative of the French Geographical 
Society, but also the President of University 
of Paris. The venue enabled re-consolidation 
of the somewhat weakened relation between 
the IGU and the French speaking world, and 
paving the way to the 2022 Extraordinary 
Geographical Congress to be held in Paris to 
celebrate the IGU centennial. 
  
International Year of Global  
Understanding 
 
The Opening Ceremony of the 2016 
International Year of Global Understanding 
(IYGU) was held at Volkshaus, Jena, 
Germany, on 2 February with the attendance 

of some three hundred participants, 
including four IGU EC members. IYGU was 
initiated by IGU and was endorsed and 
proclaimed by ICSU, ISSC and CIPSH, and 
was concluded with a great success. 2017 
will be the harvest year. Although it is not 
yet clear if IYGU succeeds in getting sizable 
funding for further activities in the coming 
years, it will at least continue and develop 
part of its mission with the new IGU 
Commission on ‘Global Understanding’ at 
its core. The budget of a Commission is 
generally modest, but with the support of the 
many IYGU Regional Action Centres 
throughout the world and the willing IGU 
community, the new Commission can do 
something substantial. An impressive fact is 
that the number of IYGU Regional Action 
Centres is still increasing in January 2017. 
 
An IYGU Symposium organized by Science 
Council of Japan in Tokyo, 3 December 
2016 
 
OurSus Sustainable Cities Project 
 
Activities in association with the Beijing 
Congress kept a high profile during the 
Congress. There are several Commissions 
willing to engage with the project. Funding 
has been obtained from the Geographical 
Society of China and one of the Beijing 
Normal Universities. The domination of 
Chinese city cases remains, but Ton Dietz, 
who has already identified several possible 
new participant cities, will have an 
opportunity to be even more active with 
OurSus following his retirement in 2017. 
The possibility of a Task Force devoted to 
this project needs to be further explored. 
 
Co-operation with other  
organizations 
     
ICSU (incl. GeoUnions): Meadows and 
Droogleever-Fortuijn attended the 
Extraordinary General Assembly held in 
Oslo on 24 October 2016 on behalf of IGU, 
and presented the view that, while IGU is 
supportive of the merger of ICSU and ISSC, 
this should not be at the expense of research 
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and projects on core aspects of our 
discipline. Following considerable 
discussion and voting, the decision to take 
forward the merger in principle in 
accordance with the agreed framework was 
ratified.   
 
ISSC: Meadows attended the ISSC General 
Assembly in Oslo as a follow-up to the 
previous meeting (see above). The major 
item of discussion was the proposed merger. 
 
CIPSH: CIPSH has good connections with 
UNESCO through a recently signed 
framework agreement; there are also strong 
linkages with IYGU. Both the Cultural 
Geography and History of Geography 
Commissions have obvious synergies with 
CIPSH, and are encouraged to forge a closer 
relationship.   
 
EUROGEO, EUGEO: IGU representation 
at the events of both these organisations is 
desirable. The next EUGEO conference is 
being held in Brussels shortly before 
September 2017 EC meeting in Amsterdam 
and is to attract attendance from several EC 
members.  
 
UGAL/EGAL (dell’Agnese): The success 
of this organization (UGAL) and its 
meetings (EGAL) continues to impress, and 
the fact that the next EGAL meeting in La 
Paz has been branded as an IGU Thematic 
Conference is a very exciting development, 
especially since some 3000 delegates are 
expected to attend.  
 
IAG (International Association of 
Geomorphologists): The President of the 
IAG proposed a possible ‘joint working 
group/commission’ along the lines of the 
IGU/ICA Commission on Toponymy. It was 
approved by the EC, and Meadows is to 
engage with the relevant IGU Commission 
in this regard. 
 
AAG: IGU stand was set up in the AAG 
Annual Conference held in March-April 
2016 in San Francisco, and was periodically 
attended by EC members. Many people 

visited the stand and signed up to become a 
corresponding member of receiving IGU E-
Newsletter.  
 
Forthcoming events  
 
8-10 May 2017: IGU EC meeting in Quebec, 
Canada. 
 
7-9 September 2017: IGU EC meeting in 
Amsterdam, Netherland. 
 
10-12 April 2018: IGU EC meeting in 
Tokyo, Japan. 
  
17-19 March 2017: IGU Thematic 
Conference on ‘Urbanization, Health & 
Well Being and Sustainable Development 
Goals’, in Hyderabad, India. 
 
23-25 April 2017: IGU Thematic 
Conference on ‘Geographies for Peace’, in 
La Paz, Bolivia. 
 
11-14 September 2017: IGU Thematic 
Conference on ‘Land Use/Cover Changes, 
Biodiversity, Health and Environment, 
Local and Regional Development ‘, in 
Bucharest/Tulcea, Romania. 
 
6-10 August 2018: IGU Regional 
Conference on ‘Appreciating Difference’ in 
Quebec, Canada.  
 
Communication and outreach 
 
The main communication tools of the IGU 
are its quarterly newsletter, compiled by 
former Vice-President    Giuliano    Bellezza   
and    its   website,    maintained   by   
Secretary-General   Mike Meadows. As 
usual, four issues of the new series of the e-
-Newsletter were published in 2016 and can 
be downloaded from the website by 
following the newsletter link from 
www.igu-online.org.     
 
The     IGU    Facebook    page continues to 
attract ‘likes’ and the website also attracts 
many visitors. 
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IGU Financials 2012-16 
 
Since 2016 was a year in which there was a General Assembly, it is possible to present an overview 
of IGU finances for the inter-congress period, as well as a summary of the 2016 balance sheet etc.  
 
Table 1 indicates that, although there is a substantial amount of variation between years in terms 
of income and expenditure, income generally exceeds expenditure during most years and the total 
amount held in the various IGU accounts has increased over time. 
 

Table 1: IGU Income and Expense 2011-2015 
Year Income Expense Surplus (Deficit) 
2011 $167,148.72 $140,518.00 $ 26,630.72 
2012 $138,916.26 $146,209.01 ($ 23,111.13) 
2013 $223,508.90 $187,891.21 $ 36,617.69 
2014 $151,903.86 $131,196.39 $ 20,707.47 
2015 $120,405.12 $125,272.32 ($4,867.20) 

 
 
 
Table 2 (below) illustrates two key elements of the IGU accounts, viz. the operating account 
balance at year-end, the annual cost of EC member attendance at IGU events and the total amount 
disbursed to Commissions, Task Forces and special projects.  Net assets continue to grow in dollar 
terms, the EC costs are being reduced in general, and that the funds disbursed to the community 
of geographers by the IGU have grown substantially since 2008. 
 

Table 2: 

Year Operating account 
balance at year end EC costs Grants to Commissions 

and projects 

2008 $124,104.33 $57,313.00 $24,300.00 
2009 $165,617.92 $34,274.00 $13,300.00 
2010 $179,072.94 $39,343.77 $9,300.00 
2011 $205,947.56 $28,508.87 $31,700.00 
2012 $162,139.10 $45,007.75 $61,100.00 
2013 $186,957.76 $37,219.77 $89,700.00 
2014 $207,666.40 $41,059.63 $52,400.00 
2015 $202,798.03 $31,657.13 $71,500.00 
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Table 3 illustrates progress in the endowment fund, which is now growing consistently due to 
Promotion and Solidarity Fund contributions from the local organising committees of the IGU 
Congresses and Regional Conferences as a result of the development of the conference and 
congress memorandum of understanding.  Past-President Abler, under whose supervision the 
funds are held in the United States, has agreed to source higher interest rate , yet still conservative, 
options for these funds.  
 

Table 3: IGU Endowment Fund 
Date Notes Deposit Balance 

2013/01/01 Opening Balance* $4 509,11 $4 509,11 
2013/03/27 ESRI Contribution $25 000,00 $29 509,11 
2013/07/14 Cologne LOC Capitation $6 411,00 $35 920,11 
2013/07/29 Anonymous $655,00 $36 575,11 
2013/10/24 Interest $9,22 $36 584,33 
2013/12/26 Kyoto LOC Capitation $10 000,00 $46 584,33 
2014/01/31 Interest $9,22 $46 593,55 
2014/04/30 Interest $5,74 $46 599,29 
2014/07/31 Interest $5,81 $46 605,10 
2014/10/31 Interest $5,87 $46 610,97 
2015/01/26 Interest $5,88 $46 616,85 
2015/04/24 Interest $5,74 $46 622,59 
2015/04/30 Krakow LOC Capitation $12 600,00 $59 222,59 
2015/12/31 Interest $21,81 $59 244,40 
2016/03/11 Moscow LOC Capitation $11 000,00 $70 244,40 
2016/04/24 Interest $14,77 $70 259,17 
2016/05/12 Anonymous $528,71 $70 787,88 
2016/06/02 Anonymous $165,66 $70 953,54 

 
*The IGU Endowment was established in 2003. A number of small contributions over the next 
ten years created the balance as of 1 January 2013. 
 
 
2016 Financials 
 
The IGU ended 2016 with a small operating surplus (see Appendices 1 and 2).  This is particularly 
gratifying in a year in which there was a Congress (with commitments to travel grants), three 
Executive Committee meetings, an ICSU Unions meeting and a special General Assembly of the 
ISSC.  Many Executive Committee members access sources outside IGU in order to attend 
Executive Committee meetings, costs for which have been consistently reduced over the years 
and a greater proportion of IGU expenditure is now allocated to Commissions and for travel grants 
than was the case in the past.  The IGU Endowment fund now stands in excess of US$70k and is 
expected to continue to grow as a reserve and for use in special projects as determined by the 
General Assembly. 
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Appendix 1: IGU Income Statement 

1 January – 31 December 2016 
 

 
Ordinary Income/Expense Income January to December 2016 
Contributions 11,694.37 
Investments 
Banking Accounts Interest 4,395.09 
Total Investments 4,395.09 
Program Income 
Country Member Dues 144,332.02 
Total Program Income 144,332.02 
Total Income 160,421.48 
Gross Profit 160,421.48 
Expense 
Awards and Grants  

IGU Travel Grants 19,293.16 
Total Awards and Grants 19,293.16 
Operations 
Collaboration and Outreach 
Conference, Convention, Meeting 635 
Memberships and Dues 8,651.60 
Collaboration and Outreach - Other 2,407.69 
Total Collaboration and Outreach 11,694.29 
Executive Committee Meetings 24,387.87 
IGU Commissions 66,618.67 
IGU Honors Programs 8,803.12 
Total Operations 111,503.95 
Secretariat 
Banking Fees 3,115.90 
Internet and IGU Web Site 1,323.11 
Postage, Mailing Service 2,957.05 
Secretarial Assistance 3,730.74 
Supplies 1,765.09 
Total Secretariat 12,891.89 
Total Expense 143,689.00 
Net Ordinary Income 16,732.48 
Net Income 16,732.48 
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Appendix 2: IGU Balance Sheet 

31 December 2016 
 
 
 

ASSETS 31-Dec-16 
Current Assets 
Checking/Savings 
Johnson Bank IGU Endowment 70,968.32 
Johnson Bank Operating Account 2,865.44 
Petty Cash 590.95 
SBCT Market Link 781.68 
SBCT Money Market 129,501.80 
SBCT Operating Account 14,811.70 
Total Checking/Savings 219,519.89 
Total Current Assets 219,519.89 
TOTAL ASSETS 219,519.89 
LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity 
Opening Balance Equity 151,339.52 
Unrestricted Net Assets 51,447.89 
Net Income 16,732.48 
Total Equity 219,519.89 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 219,519.89 
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International Geographical Union 
 

Statutes 
 

Revised to 10 March 2008 
 

  
 
 
I. Denomination, Objectives and 

Domicile of the Union 
 
A. The International Geographical Union, 

commonly referred to as IGU, is an 
international, non-governmental, non-
profit scientific organization. 

 
B. The purposes of the International 

Geographical Union are: 
 
• to promote the study of geographical 

problems; 
• to initiate and coordinate geographical 

research requiring international 
cooperation and to promote its scientific 
discussion and publication; 

• to provide for the participation of 
geographers in the work of relevant 
international organizations; 

• to facilitate the collection and diffusion 
of geographical data and documentation 
in and between all member countries; 

• to promote meetings of the International 
Geographical Union, regional 
conferences between the International 
Geographical Congresses, and other 
meetings in furtherance of the 
objectives of the Union; 

• to participate in any other appropriate 
form of international cooperation with 
the object of advancing the study and 
application of geography; 

• to promote international standardization 
or compatibility of methods, 
nomenclature, and symbols employed 
in geography. 

 
 
 
 

C. The International Geographical Union 
adheres to the International Council for 
Science (ICSU) and recognizes it as 
providing a co-ordinating and 
representative body for the international 
organization of science. 

 
D. The International Geographical Union 

adheres to the International Social 
Science Council (ISSC) and recognizes 
it as providing a co ordinating and 
representative body for the international 
organization of the social sciences. 

 
E. The domicile of the Union is the place 

in which the Secretary General is based. 
 
II. The Membership of the Union 
 
A. Membership of the Union shall be by 

countries. For this purpose a "country" 
shall be a territory wherein scientific 
matters are organized independently. 
Admission of a country to membership 
of the Union shall not constitute 
recognition of its political but only of its 
scientific status. In cases of doubt the 
advice of ICSU shall be sought. Each 
member country has the same rights and 
the same duties except as hereinafter 
provided. 

 
Applications by countries to join the 
International Geographical Union may be 
made through a committee for the IGU, a 
principal academy, a Research Council, or 
some other similar institution, or through 
scientific societies or an association of such 
institutions or societies, or, in special cases, 
through an appropriate government 
department. All applications for 
membership shall be made to the Secretary 
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General, considered by the Executive 
Committee, and decided by the General 
Assembly. 
 
B. A Committee for the IGU, fully 

representative of geographers, shall be 
formed in each of the countries 
belonging to the Union. It shall be 
formed on the initiative, or with the 
cooperation, of bodies such as those 
mentioned in B above. 

 
C. The Committees for the IGU shall 

promote the objects of the Union in 
their respective countries with specific 
reference to international aspects. They 
shall diffuse information from the 
Executive Committee to the 
geographers in their country and report 
every four years to the Executive 
Committee about their activities and the 
state of geography in their country. The 
Committees for the IGU shall nominate 
delegates to represent them at meetings 
of the Union. Each Committee for the 
IGU, either singly or jointly with one or 
more other Committees for the IGU, has 
the right to submit to the Union, for 
discussion, questions within the 
objectives of the Union as defined in 
Section I. B. 

 
D. In addition to full membership of the 

Union there shall be a class of associate 
members. If the development of 
geographical studies or the number of 
geographers is insufficient to make 
possible the formation of a Committee 
for the IGU as laid down in C above, 
any group of three or more persons may 
constitute themselves a Committee and 
apply for associate membership. The 
Executive Committee of the Union may 
submit to the General Assembly 
recommendations for the acceptance or 
the continuance of associate 
membership or for transfer of associate 
members to ordinary membership. 

 
E. In order to maximize the Union's 

contacts with geographers throughout 

the world there shall be a class of 
corresponding members. These 
members may be either individuals or 
institutions. 

 
F. Upon recommendation of the executive 

committee, the general assembly may 
authorize the admission of non-voting 
Corporate Sponsors to the union. 
Corporate Sponsors may be academic 
institutions, government agencies, not-
for-profit organizations, or private firms 
that support the goals and programs of 
the International Geographical Union. 
The dues for IGU Corporate 
Sponsorship shall be set at the time of 
admission and may be adjusted from 
time to time by the IGU Executive 
Committee. 

 
III. The General Assembly 
 
A. The work of the Union shall be decided 

by a meeting of the General Assembly 
of the delegates appointed by the 
member countries adhering to the 
Union or at other times by a postal 
ballot of the delegates from member 
countries in good standing registered 
with the IGU Secretariat. 

 
The General Assembly shall hold an 
ordinary meeting, normally about once 
every four years, whenever possible at the 
time and place of an International 
Geographical Congress. A General 
Assembly normally will have two or more 
sessions on different days. The date and 
place of the meeting shall be determined by 
the General Assembly at its previous 
meeting or, if not so determined, arranged by 
the Executive Committee. An extraordinary 
meeting of the General Assembly may be 
called by the president in consultation with 
the Executive Committee and must be called 
on written request from at least half the 
member countries. At least four months' 
notice must be given of all meetings of the 
General Assembly. 
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B. An Executive Committee consisting of 
a President, Vice Presidents, and a 
Secretary-General and Treasurer shall 
be elected by the General Assembly or 
by postal ballot. 

 
C. All individuals present who are fully 

registered as attending a Congress may 
attend the meetings of the General 
Assembly and take part in the 
discussion without power of voting 
except as hereinafter provided. The 
President of the Union may also invite 
to attend meetings of the General 
Assembly, in a consultative capacity, 
representatives of international or 
national scientific and scholarly 
institutions and other appropriate 
scientists and scholars. 

 
D. The Agenda for the meeting of the 

General Assembly shall be fixed by the 
President in consultation with the 
Executive Committee and shall be 
circulated to Committees for the IGU of 
adhering member countries at least four 
months before the opening of the 
meeting. A matter not appearing on the 
agenda may be raised by a delegation 
with the approval of the Executive 
Committee; a decision arising from 
such an item may only be taken in a 
following session of that General 
Assembly. 

 
E. Resolutions upon scientific matters 

shall be decided by a majority of the 
votes cast by individuals fully 
registered as attending the Congress 
who are personally present at the 
meeting of the General Assembly. 

 
F. Resolutions on matters of an 

administrative character shall be 
decided on a vote taken by countries of 
the Union represented at the General 
Assembly or eligible to vote in a postal 
ballot, each country having one vote. A 
decision shall only be valid if more than 
50 per cent of the possible votes, i.e., of 
member countries present at the 

General Assembly or eligible to vote via 
postal ballot, are cast. Associate and 
corresponding members have no vote. 

 
G. In cases of doubt as to the category to 

which a question belongs the President 
shall decide. Where there is an equal 
division of votes the President shall, in 
all cases, have a second or casting vote. 

 
IV. The President 
 
The President of the Union shall be elected 
by the General Assembly and shall normally 
be chosen from among those who have had 
experience as elected officers of the Union. 
He or she will assume office after the 
conclusion of the General Assembly or, if 
this is held during a Congress, after the 
conclusion of the Congress. He or she will 
remain in office until after the conclusion of 
the next ordinary meeting of the General 
Assembly, or, if a Congress is being held at 
the same time, until after the conclusion of 
the Congress. He or she is not eligible for re-
election as President during the next period. 
The retiring President becomes a Vice-
President for one further period. 
 
V. The Executive Committee 
 
A. Members of the Executive Committee 

serve in an individual capacity. 
 
The Executive Committee shall consist of 
the President, the immediate past President, 
eight other Vice Presidents and a Secretary 
General. 
 
B. In addition to the President and to the 

retiring President, who becomes a Vice 
President for one further period, the 
eight Vice-Presidents shall be elected 
by the General Assembly or by postal 
ballot. They have specified duties: They 
shall stimulate activities and coordinate 
IGU Commissions while also 
representing the Union and furthering 
contacts within their own regions. One 
Vice-President shall act as a 
Publications Officer. The number of 
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Vice Presidents may be modified by a 
vote of the General Assembly on a 
proposal of the Executive Committee. 
Except as specified in Section V - I of 
these Statutes, the Vice Presidents shall 
hold office for a period of four years and 
each shall be eligible for re-election for 
one further period only. The Vice 
Presidents shall be chosen as widely as 
possible from amongst member 
countries of the Union, and at any given 
time the Executive Committee shall not 
include more than one representative 
from any one country. One of the Vice 
Presidents shall be appointed by the 
Executive Committee as First Vice 
President. He or she shall take the place 
of the President should the President be 
unable, temporarily or otherwise, to act. 
If the retiring President is unable to 
become a Vice-President, the IGU 
Executive Committee may designate 
one of the existing Vice-Presidents to 
replace the retiring president for the 
subsequent four-year period only. 

 
C. Except as specified in Section V - J of 

these Statutes, a Secretary General shall 
be elected at a General Assembly or by 
postal ballot for a period of four years 
and shall normally be chosen from 
among those who have had experience 
as elected officers of the Union. He or 
she shall be eligible for re-election for 
one further four-year period only. The 
Secretary General shall also act as 
Treasurer and shall maintain a 
permanent administrative office or 
secretariat. With the approval of the 
Executive Committee and in order to 
provide for the efficient administration 
of the Union's affairs, he or she may 
arrange for an Assistant Secretary 
General or Assistant Treasurer. The 
Secretary General shall make 
arrangements for the publication of a 
Bulletin or other means of keeping 
geographers informed, through their 
Committees for the IGU, of the 
activities of the Union and for the 
circulation of information on 

publications sponsored or assisted by 
the Union. 

 
D. In the case of any vacancy occurring 

amongst its members, the Executive 
Committee shall have power to fill it. 
Any person so appointed shall hold 
office until the next meeting of the 
General Assembly, which should 
proceed to a definite election for the 
following period only. 

 
E. Membership of the Executive 

Committee shall be unpaid but 
members shall be entitled to traveling 
expenses and subsistence allowances 
for attending meetings of the Executive 
Committee on scales determined, as 
from time to time may be necessary, by 
the Executive Committee. 

 
The Executive Committee shall meet during 
each International Geographical Congress 
and at such times and places as the President 
in consultation with the Secretary General 
shall determine. There shall be at least one 
meeting between congresses at which the 
program proposed for the next congress 
shall be considered. The Chair of the 
Organizing Committee of the Congress or 
his or her representative shall be invited to 
this meeting for joint consideration of 
appropriate matters. 
 
F. It is the task of the Executive 

Committee to monitor new trends and 
developments in the field of 
geographical education and research, to 
bring these to the knowledge of the 
committees of the IGU and to take all 
action required to ensure an optimal 
participation of the Union in 
international science programs. Further 
duties of the Executive Committee shall 
include those which have been 
entrusted to it from time to time by the 
General Assembly, and in particular: 

 
• the preparation of the Agenda for 

the General Assembly; 
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• the consideration of invitations for 
general and regional congresses 
and the formulation of 
recommendations thereon for 
decision by the General Assembly; 

• collaboration with the organizers of 
the international congresses; 

• the consideration of items 
submitted by Committees for the 
IGU for inclusion in the agenda of 
the General Assembly; 

• the establishment of special or 
temporary committees or task 
forces for particular tasks; 

• the approval of Commissions to 
examine defined geographical 
problems. 

• the conferment, on behalf of the 
International Geographical Union, 
as a mark of distinction, of special 
honors on persons who have 
achieved particular distinction or 
who have rendered outstanding 
service for the international 
community of geographers. 

 
G. In the August 2008 election for the IGU 

Executive Committee, four Vice 
Presidents shall be elected for single 
terms of six years (2008-2014) 
duration; the four Vice Presidents so 
elected shall not be eligible for re-
election as IGU Vice Presidents at the 
conclusion of their terms in 2014. In the 
August 2008 election, four Vice 
Presidents shall be elected for terms of 
four years duration (2008-2012); the 
four Vice Presidents so elected will be 
eligible for re-election as Vice 
Presidents for one additional four year 
term (2012-2016) upon the completion 
of their original terms in 2012. From 
2014 onward, four IGU Vice Presidents 
will be elected every even calendar 
year, and those elected will serve terms 
of four years, being eligible for election 
for no more than two consecutive terms. 

 
H. In the August 2008 election for the IGU 

Executive Committee, the IGU 
Secretary General and Treasurer will be 

elected for a single term of two years 
(2008-2010) duration; the individual so 
elected shall be eligible for re-election 
as IGU Secretary General and Treasurer 
upon completion of his or her original 
term in 2010 for one additional term or 
four years only (to 2014). From 2014 
onward, an election for IGU Secretary 
General and Treasurer will be held 
every fourth year, and those elected will 
serve terms of four years, being eligible 
for election as Secretary General and 
Treasurer for no more than two 
consecutive terms. 

 
VI. Commissions 
 
Commissions shall be established for the 
study of a specific problem or for the 
accomplishment of a task which requires 
international collaboration. Commissions 
shall promote individual and group research 
work, encourage the exchange of relevant 
documents and information, and organize 
conferences, meetings and, where 
appropriate, field excursions, both between 
Congresses and during International 
Geographical Congresses. 
 
A. The establishment of a new 

Commission may be proposed by a 
member country or by the Executive 
Committee. The proposal, including a 
statement of objectives and a program 
of work, should reach the Executive 
Committee at least nine months before 
the time of meeting of the General 
Assembly. The objectives of the new 
Commission should be precisely 
defined. The proposal should be 
accompanied by a suggested list of the 
future chair and possible steering 
committee members. It shall then be 
discussed and may be approved by the 
Executive Committee. 

 
B. Commissions are clustered in thematic 

fields, each coordinated by a Vice-
President. Commissions are renewable 
depending on evidence of activity and 
continued relevance to the objectives of 
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the Union. In exceptional cases, an 
earlier termination or change in task and 
leadership is possible if the majority of 
member countries agree on the basis of 
a letter ballot. 

 
C. A Commission shall consist of a Chair 

and a Steering Committee normally 
consisting of not more than ten other 
members, each of whom shall serve for 
approximately four years and be 
eligible for reappointment for a second 
term of similar length. From among its 
steering committee members a 
Commission may designate, if it 
wishes, a Vice Chair and a Secretary. 
Normally, there shall not be more than 
one member from any one adhering 
country. The Chair shall normally be 
appointed by the General Assembly; the 
list of steering committee members 
shall be approved by the Executive 
Committee. No person shall be a 
member of the steering committee of 
more than one Commission. The 
Commission may co-opt an appropriate 
number of members. In the event of a 
vacancy in the chair occurring between 
General Assemblies, a new chair shall 
be appointed by the Executive 
Committee having regard to the 
recommendation of the members of the 
Commission Steering Committee. 
Vacancies in the Steering Committee of 
a Commission occurring after the 
approval of the list by the Executive 
Committee may be filled by resolution 
of the Commission. 

 
D. A Commission may organize its work 

by establishing sub committees on 
special problems. 

 
E. Commissions may apply to the 

Executive Committee for grants of 

funds to enable them to carry out their 
work. The financial liability of the 
Union is limited to the grants made and 
approved by the Executive Committee 
that will divide available funds over the 
clusters. 

 
F. A Commission may undertake research 

contracts and may request grants from 
national or international, or other 
appropriate, organizations. 
Commissions must inform the 
Executive Committee of the action 
taken and the results achieved. 

 
G. A Commission may publish the results 

of its work or may collaborate in joint 
publications. 

 
Each Commission shall prepare a concise 
report on its work which should be 
submitted to the Secretary General for the 
Executive Committee at least nine months 
before the next ordinary meeting of the 
General Assembly. The report   should 
include an account of the work carried out, 
the methods used, and the results obtained 
together, when appropriate, with a program 
of further research. The report shall be 
distributed to each Committee for the IGU 
and discussed in open meeting during the 
International Congress. The combined 
presentation, discussion and publication of 
reports by several Commissions may be 
arranged. The General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the Executive 
Committee, decides whether the activities of 
a Commission justify the renewal of its 
appointment. 
 
H. The maximum term of service on a 

Commission for a chair or steering 
committee member in any capacity 
shall be twelve years. 

 



- 432 -
428 

VII. Finance 
 
A. Countries may adhere to the Union in 

one of the following fifteen categories. 
Each adhering country shall pay 
annually as a minimum the number of 
subscription units proper to its category 
in accordance with the following scale: 

 
Category A B C D E 
Units 1 2 3 5 7 
Category F G H I J 
Units 9 12 15 20 25 
Category K L M N O 
Units 30 35 40 45 50 

 
B. Each country applying for membership 

of the Union shall specify in which 
category it wishes to be classed. For 
each country the organization which 
adheres to the Union shall be 
responsible for the payment of the 
contributions. Every country in arrears 
with its contributions shall be reported 
to the General Assembly. Any adhering 
member of IGU, which is in arrears for 
three years, shall have observer status 
until the outstanding dues are paid. 

 
C. Associate member countries of the 

Union shall pay such annual 
contributions as the General Assembly 
may from time to time determine. 

 
D. Corresponding members pay annual 

dues decided upon by the Executive 
Committee. 

 
E. The Secretary General shall prepare a 

statement of accounts of income and 
expenditure for each of the years 
intervening between two General 
Assemblies. He or she shall also 
prepare, on behalf of the Executive 
Committee, an estimate of the budget 
for the period intervening between one 
General Assembly and the next. A 
Finance Committee, nominated for the 
purpose by the General Assembly, shall 

examine the accounts for the preceding 
years and the budget estimates and shall 
report on these matters to the General 
Assembly. The Finance Committee 
may make recommendations for change 
in the membership categories of 
countries. Following its examination of 
the budget and of the Finance 
committee's report, the General 
Assembly shall fix the amounts of the 
subscription unit from full members and 
of the annual dues from associate 
members and also the currency or 
currencies in which the payment will be 
made.  

 
The income of the Union is derived 
primarily from: 
  

• contributions by members; 
• subventions from other 

organizations; 
• sale of publications; 
• gifts and donations; 
• congress and conference 

registration fees; 
• research grants. 

 
The income is to be devoted primarily to: 
 

• the cost of administration, 
including the maintenance of the 
Secretariat and the meetings of the 
Executive Committee; 

• the expenses of publications issued 
under the direction of the Union 
and specifically authorized by the 
Executive Committee; 

• subventions toward the expenses of 
Commissions; 

• subventions toward the cost of 
organization of International 
Geographical Congresses, and of 
regional meetings, especially in 
regions where the responsible 
organizations need help in 
organizing geographical studies; 

• contributions toward the cost of 
research undertaken under the 
direction, or with the approval, of 
the Union; 
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• the cost of cooperation with ICSU, 
ISSC and other organizations, 
including dues. 

 
Any surplus may be used as the General 
Assembly may direct to advance the general 
purposes of the Union as determined by 
Article I. Funds derived from donations and 
grants shall be used by the Union with due 
regard to the wishes expressed by the 
donors. Any country which withdraws from 
the Union resigns by this act its right to share 
in the assets of the Union. 
 
F. The Union has a Geography Promotion 

and Solidarity Fund, the aim of which is 
to further geography and to support 
geographers, especially from less 
equipped countries. The Fund is 
governed by a Board appointed by the 
Executive Committee. 

 
G. The Secretary General in his capacity of 

Treasurer shall keep accurate accounts 
and records of all financial transactions. 
He or she shall arrange for the accounts 
to be audited annually. 

 
H. At each International Congress or 

Regional Conference, a sum, 
established by the Executive 
Committee, is to be included in the 
registration fee of all participants and 
transferred to the Treasurer within six 
months of the conclusion of the 
Congress or Conference. 

 
VIII. Internal Regulations 
 
A. The General Assembly may draw up 

internal regulations for the conduct of 
its business, the general duties to be 
assigned to the members of the 
Executive Committee and, in general, 
for all matters not provided for in the 
Statutes. 

 
B. Similarly, each Commission may draw 

up regulations for the conduct of its own 
business. Such regulations shall be 
approved by the Executive Committee 

and no regulation shall be made which 
is contrary to the terms of the Statutes. 

 
C. The working languages of the Union 

shall be English and French. 
 
There shall be no discrimination as regards 
race, ethnic group, citizenship, religion, sex 
or political opinion within the Union or in 
the meetings organized by it or held on its 
behalf. 
 
D. As a member of ICSU, the IGU follows 

ICSU guidelines on the free circulation 
of scientists. 

 
IX. The International Geographical 

Congress 
 
A. An international geographical congress 

shall, if possible, be held approximately 
every four years. 

 
B. Invitations shall be addressed to the 

Secretary General by member countries 
of the Union or by groups of member 
countries offering to act as hosts, and 
the acceptance of an invitation shall be 
by vote of the General Assembly by 
adhering countries of the Union. A 
General Assembly may accept 
invitations for the two next succeeding 
Congresses. 

 
C. When an invitation has been accepted, 

the organization and financing of the 
Congress shall, subject to the other 
provisions stated in Article IX, be the 
responsibility of the host country or 
countries. However, the Executive 
Committee shall advise on the program 
planned for the Congress. It shall be the 
responsibility of the host country or 
countries that: 

 
• suitable facilities are provided for 

the meeting of the General 
Assembly; 

• provision shall be made for the 
meetings of the Executive 
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Committee and for the functioning 
of the Secretariat; 

• facilities in time and space shall be 
made available for meetings of 
Commissions of the Union; 

• outline proposals for the Congress 
arrangements shall be submitted to 
the Executive Committee at least 
two years in advance of the date of 
the Congress. The Executive 
Committee shall satisfy itself that 
the proposals are compatible with 
the Statutes of the Union. A 
representative of the Organizing 
Committee of the next Congress 
shall normally be invited to attend 
the meeting of the Executive 
Committee at which the proposals 
are considered, and the host 
country shall be asked to invite a 
member or members of the 
Executive Committee for 
consultation. 

 
D. The Secretary General shall inform 

member countries of the Union of the 
location of the next International 
Geographical Congress and of the 
address of the organizers. Thereafter 
communication may be directed 
between Committees for the IGU or 
individuals and the Organizing 
Committee of the next Congress. 

 
E. The working languages of an 

International Geographical Congress 
shall be English and French. With the 
approval of the Executive Committee 
the language of the host country may be 
used in discussions provided that 
appropriate translation facilities have 
been arranged. 

 
F. The Executive Committee may accept 

invitations for regional conferences or 
other international meetings of a more 
restricted character or for special 
purposes or may itself sponsor or 
organize such meetings. 

 

G. A general international geographical 
congress or regional conference shall be 
open to delegates from all members of 
the Union and to individuals both from 
member countries and from countries 
which are not members. 

 
The organizing committee of an 
international geographical congress or 
meeting may be invited to report on its 
activities to the General Assembly. After the 
conclusion of the congress or meeting, the 
organizing committee shall submit a final 
report to the Executive Committee. 
 
X. Affiliation of Other Scientific 

Institutions 
 
A. The International Geographical Union 

may offer affiliation to other 
international associations having 
cognate interests, provided the aims, 
objects and constitution of such 
associations are compatible with those 
of the International Geographical 
Union. The relations with the affiliated 
organizations may have a thematic or a 
regional character. 

 
B. The Executive Committee of the 

International Geographical Union, 
having satisfied itself that the Statutes 
of the Association proposed for 
affiliation satisfy these conditions, shall 
recommend to the General Assembly 
that affiliation be granted. 

 
C. The International Geographical Union 

and the affiliated association shall 
continue as independent bodies having 
their own statutes, organization and 
finance. The degree of collaboration 
shall be left for mutual arrangement 
between the respective executive 
bodies. 

 
D. The affiliation terminates when the 

General Assembly of the Union or the 
affiliated organization so decides and 
the other organization has been duly 
informed. 
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XI. Duration of Convention and 

Modifications 
 
A. The duration of the Union is not limited. 
 
B. No change shall be made in the terms of 

the present Statutes without the 
approval of more than one half of the 
votes cast at the General Assembly or 
by postal ballot by the adhering 
countries of the Union eligible to vote. 

 
C. In the case of the dissolution of the 

Union, voted and agreed by at least two 
thirds of the adhering countries of the 
Union, the available funds shall be 
given by the General Assembly to one 
or more scientific or scholarly 
institution. 

 
D. The French and English texts shall be 

given equal weight in deciding the 
meaning to be given to the articles of the 
present Statutes. 
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Union Géographique Internationale 
 

Statuts 
 

Révisés á le10 March 2008 
 

 
I. Dénomination, Objectifs et Siege de 

l'Union  
 
A. L'Union Géographique Internationale, 

communément appelée l'UGI, est une 
organisation scientifique internationale, 
non-gouvernementale et sans but 
lucratif. 

 
B. L'Union Géographique Internationale a 

pour but: 
 
• de favoriser l'étude des problèmes qui 

concernent la géographie; 
• de susciter et de coordonner les 

recherches géographiques exigeant une 
coopération internationale et de 
favoriser leur discussion scientifique et 
leur publication; 

• d'assurer la participation des 
géographes aux activités des 
organisations de recherche scientifique 
internationales qui les concernent; 

• de favoriser la collecte et la diffusion 
des données géographiques et de la 
documentation géographique dans et 
entre tous les pays membres; 

• d'assurer les réunions des Congrès 
internationaux de géographie, des 
Conférences régionales entre les 
Congrès internationaux de géographie 
et les autres réunions destinées à servir 
les buts de l'Union; 

• de participer à toute autre forme de 
coopération internationale dans le but 
de faire progresser la recherche en 
géographie et son application; 

• de promouvoir, au plan international, la 
compatibilité des méthodes et la 
standardisation de la nomenclature et 
des symboles utilisés en géographie. 

 

C. L'Union Géographique Internationale 
adhère au Conseil International pour la  
 
Science (CIUS) et le reconnaît comme 
un organisme de coordination et de 
représentation pour l'organisation 
internationale des sciences. 

 
D. L'Union Géographique Internationale 

adhère au Conseil International des 
Sciences Sociales (CISS) et le reconnaît 
comme un organisme de coordination et 
de représentation pour l'organisation 
internationale des sciences sociales. 

 
E. Le siège de l'Union est le lieu où réside 

le Secrétaire général. 
 
II. L'Appartenance à l'Union 
 
A. Les membres de l'Union sont des Etats 

appelés ici pays. A cette fin, on 
considère comme pays un territoire où 
la vie scientifique est organisée de façon 
autonome. L'admission d'un pays 
comme membre de l'Union constitue 
une reconnaissance non pas de son 
statut politique, mais seulement de son 
niveau scientifique. Dans le doute, l'avis 
du CIUS est sollicité. Tous les pays 
membres jouissent des mêmes droits et 
sont astreints aux mêmes obligations, à 
l'exception des cas prévus plus loin. 

 
Dans chaque pays l'adhésion à l'Union peut 
être sollicitée par un Comité de l'UGI, une 
Académie, un  Conseil de la recherche ou 
toute institution similaire, ou par des 
sociétés scientifiques, ou un groupement de 
telles institutions ou sociétés, ou encore, 
dans certains cas spéciaux, par le 
Gouvernement représenté par un Ministère 
intéressé. Toute demande d'adhésion est 
adressée au Secrétaire général, examinée par 
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le Comité exécutif et soumise à la décision 
de l'Assemblée générale. 
 
B. Un Comité de l'UGI, pleinement 

représentatif des géographes, est 
constitué dans chaque pays adhérant à 
l'Union. Il est créé sur l'initiative ou 
avec l'appui des institutions 
mentionnées ci-dessus en B. 

 
C. Les Comités de l'UGI encouragent, 

dans leurs pays respectifs, les buts de 
l'Union, en accordant une importance 
particulière à leurs aspects 
internationaux. Ils doivent diffuser les 
informations venant du Comité exécutif 
aux géographes de leurs pays et 
présenter tous les quatre ans un rapport 
au Comité Exécutif concernant leurs 
activités et l'état de la géographie dans 
leurs pays. Les Comités de l'UGI 
désignent les délégués chargés de les 
représenter aux Assemblées de l'Union. 
Chaque Comité de l'UGI, soit seul, soit 
de concert avec un ou plusieurs autres 
Comités de l'UGI, a le droit de 
soumettre à l'Union, pour discussion, 
des questions en rapport avec les buts de 
l'Union tels qu'ils sont définis Section 
I.B. 

 
D. Outre les membres titulaires de l'Union, 

il existe une catégorie de membres 
associés. Si, dans un pays, le 
développement des études 
géographiques ou le nombre des 
géographes ne permet pas de constituer 
un Comité de l'UGI dans les conditions 
prévues en C, un groupement de trois 
personnes ou plus peut prendre 
l'initiative de se constituer en Comité et 
demander la qualité de membre associé. 
Le Comité exécutif de l'Union peut 
soumettre à l'Assemblée générale des 
recommandations pour l'acceptation ou 
la prolongation de la qualité de membre 
associé ou pour l'admission de membres 
associés dans la catégorie des membres 
titulaires. 

 

E. L'Union comporte aussi des membres 
correspondants soit individuels ou 
institutionnels dans le but d'améliorer 
les contacts avec des personnes ou des 
institutions importantes isolées. 

F. Sur recommandation du Comité 
exécutif, l’Assemblée générale peut 
autoriser l’admission de personnes 
morales dans l’Union n’ayant aucun 
droit de vote. Ces personnes morales 
peuvent être des universités, des 
agences gouvernementales, des 
organisations à but non lucratif ou des 
entreprises privées qui soutiennent les 
objectifs et programmes de l’Union 
Géographique Internationale. Les 
cotisations de ces personnes morales 
sera défini au moment de leur admission 
et pourra être ajusté à l’occasion par le 
Comité exécutif de l’UGI. 

 
III. L'Assemblée Générale 
 
A. Les travaux de l’Union sont décidés au 

cours d'une réunion de l'Assemblée 
générale des délégués désignés par les 
pays adhérant à l'Union ou à tout autre 
moment par un scrutin postal des 
délégués des pays membres dûment 
inscrits auprès du Secrétariat de l'UGI. 

 
L'Union réunit normalement l'Assemblée 
générale ordinaire environ une fois tous les 
quatre ans, si possible au même moment et 
au même endroit qu'un Congrès 
géographique international. Une   
Assemblée générale comporte normalement 
deux sessions ou davantage réparties sur 
plusieurs jours. L'époque et le lieu sont 
arrêtés par l'Assemblée générale précédente, 
ou, si tel n'a pas été le cas, fixés par le 
Comité exécutif. Une Assemblée générale 
extraordinaire peut être convoquée par le 
Président en accord avec le Comité exécutif; 
elle doit être convoquée sur la demande 
écrite d'au moins la moitié des pays 
membres. La convocation à toutes les 
réunions de l'Assemblée générale doit être 
envoyée au moins quatre mois à l'avance. 
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plusieurs jours. L'époque et le lieu sont 
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écrite d'au moins la moitié des pays 
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envoyée au moins quatre mois à l'avance. 
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B. Un Comité exécutif comprenant un 
Président, des Vice-présidents, et un 
Secrétaire-général et Trésorier doit être 
élu par l’Assemblée générale ou par 
scrutin postal. 

 
C. Tous les participants individuels à un 

Congrès qui sont régulièrement inscrits 
et présents peuvent assister aux 
réunions de l'Assemblée générale et 
prendre part aux discussions sans 
posséder le droit de vote, sauf 
exceptions indiquées ci-dessous. Le 
Président de l'Union peut aussi inviter à 
assister, à titre consultatif, aux séances 
de l'Assemblée générale, des 
représentants d'institutions scientifiques 
ou universitaires, internationales ou 
nationales, ainsi que d'autres savants 
intéressés. 

 
D. L'ordre du jour de l'Assemblée générale 

est fixé par le Président en accord avec 
le Comité exécutif et communiqué aux 
Comités de l'UGI des pays adhérents au 
moins quatre mois avant l'ouverture de 
la session. Une question ne figurant pas 
à l'ordre du jour peut être soulevée par 
une délégation avec l'approbation du 
Comité exécutif; la décision concernant 
une telle question ne peut être prise que 
lors d'une session ultérieure de cette 
Assemblée générale. 

 
E. Les résolutions concernant les 

questions scientifiques sont adoptées à 
la majorité des votes émis par les 
participants régulièrement inscrits au 
Congrès et personnellement présents à 
la réunion de l'Assemblée générale. 

 
F. Les résolutions concernant les 

questions de caractère administratif 
sont adoptées à la suite d'un vote par 
pays membres de l'Union, représentés à 
l'Assemblée générale ou en droit de 
voter par scrutin postal, chaque pays 
disposant d'une voix. Pour être valable, 
une résolution doit réunir plus de 50 
pour cent des votes des pays membres 
présents à l'Assemblée générale ou en 

droit de voter par scrutin postal. Les 
pays membres associés et les membres 
correspondants n'ont pas le droit de 
vote. 

 
G. En cas de doute sur la catégorie dont 

relève une question, la décision 
appartient au Président. Dans tous les 
cas de partage égal des voix, la voix du 
Président est prépondérante. 

 
IV. Le Président 
 
Le Président de l'Union est élu par 
l'Assemblée générale et est normalement 
choisi parmi les personnalités dont 
l'expérience est attestée par l'exercice de 
fonctions électives dans l'Union. Il ou elle 
entre en fonction après le clôture de 
l'Assemblée générale, ou, si cette dernière a 
lieu pendant le Congrès, après la clôture du 
dit Congrès. Il ou elle reste en fonctions 
jusqu'à la clôture de la prochaine Assemblée 
générale, ou, si un Congrès a lieu en même 
temps, jusqu'à la clôture du dit Congrès. Il 
ou elle n'est pas rééligible comme Président 
pour la période suivante. Le Président 
sortant devient un des Vice-Présidents pour 
une  nouvelle période. 
 
V. Le Comité Exécutif 
 
A. Les membres du Comité exécutif 

agissent à titre personnel. 
 
B. Le Comité exécutif est constitué par le 

Président, le Président sortant, huit 
autres Vice-Présidents et un Secrétaire 
général. 

 
C. En dehors du Président et du Président 

sortant, qui devient Vice-Président pour 
une nouvelle période, les huit Vice-
Présidents seront élus par l’Assemblée 
générale ou par scrutin postal. Ils ont 
des tâches déterminées. Ils doivent 
stimuler et coordonner les activités des 
Commissions de l'UGI, représenter 
l'Union et développer ses contacts dans 
la région. Un Vice-Président devra 
prendre en charge le Service des 
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Publications. Le nombre des Vice-
Présidents peut être modifié par un vote 
de l'Assemblée générale, sur 
proposition du Comité exécutif. Sauf 
spécifié dans la Section V - I de ces 
Statuts, les Vice-Présidents restent en 
fonction pour une période de quatre ans 
et sont rééligibles ensuite, mais pour 
une seule nouvelle période. Les Vice-
Présidents sont choisis pour représenter 
aussi largement que possible les pays 
membres et, à aucun moment, le Comité 
exécutif ne peut comprendre plus d'un 
représentant de chaque pays. Un des 
Vice-Présidents est désigné par le 
Comité exécutif comme premier Vice-
Président. Il ou elle remplace le 
Président quand celui-ci est empêché, 
temporairement ou non. Si le Président 
sortant n’est pas en mesure de devenir 
un Vice-président, le Comité exécutif 
de l’IGU pourrait désigner un des Vice-
présidents actuels pour remplacer le 
président sortant uniquement pour la 
période de quatre ans à venir. 

 
D. Sauf spécifié dans la Section V - J de 

ces Statuts, un Secrétaire général est élu 
à l'Assemblée générale ou par scrutin 
postal pour une période de quatre ans et 
doit normalement être choisi parmi 
ceux qui possèdent une expérience en 
tant qu’officiels élus de l’Union. Il ou 
elle est rééligible pour une seule 
nouvelle période de quatre ans. Le 
Secrétaire général fait aussi fonction de 
Trésorier et il entretient un bureau 
administratif permanent ou un 
secrétariat. Avec l'accord du Comité 
exécutif et pour rendre plus efficace la 
gestion de l'Union, il ou elle peut se 
faire aider par un Secrétaire général ou 
un Trésorier adjoints. Le Secrétaire 
général s'occupe de la publication d'un 
Bulletin et de l=information des les 
géographes, par l'intermédiaire des 
Comités de l'UGI, sur les activités de 
l'Union, et de la diffusion 
d'informations concernant les 
publications faites sous la 
responsabilité ou avec l'aide de l'Union. 

 
E. Le Comité exécutif peut pourvoir aux 

vacances qui surviendraient en son sein. 
Toute personne désignée dans ces 
conditions demeure en fonctions jusqu'à 
la réunion de l'Assemblée générale 
suivante qui procède à une élection 
régulière valable seulement pour la 
prochaine période. 

F. Les fonctions de membre du Comité 
exécutif ne comportent pas de 
rétribution; mais les membres ont droit 
au remboursement des frais de voyage 
et de séjour pour participation aux 
réunions du Comité, suivant un barème, 
révisé s'il en est besoin de temps en 
temps par le Comité exécutif. 

 
Le Comité exécutif se réunit pendant chaque 
Congrès géographique international et en 
tous temps et lieux que le Président fixe 
après avoir pris  l'avis du Secrétaire général. 
Une réunion au moins a lieu entre les 
Congrès pour examiner le programme du 
prochain Congrès; à cette réunion est convié 
le Président du Comité d'organisation du 
Congrès, ou son représentant, pour l'examen 
en commun des questions afférentes. 
 
G. Le Comité exécutif a pour but de 

développer de nouvelles voies et 
activités dans le domaine de 
l'enseignement et de la recherche 
géographiques, de les faire connaître 
aux Comités de l'UGI et de prendre 
toutes mesures nécessaires pour assurer 
la meilleure participation de l'Union aux 
programmes scientifiques 
internationaux. En outre, le Comité 
exécutif exécute les tâches qui lui sont 
confiées par l'Assemblée générale, et en 
particulier: 

 
• la préparation de l'ordre du jour de 

l'Assemblée générale; 
• l'examen des invitations pour les 

Congrès généraux et régionaux et 
la préparation des 
recommandations à leur sujet pour 
décision par l'Assemblée générale; 
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• la collaboration avec les 
organisateurs des Congrès 
internationaux; 

• l'examen des diverses questions 
soumises par les Comités de l'UGI 
en vue de leur inscription à l'ordre 
du jour de l'Assemblée générale; 

• la création de Comités spéciaux ou 
temporaires pour des tâches 
particulières; 

• l’approbation de Commissions 
pour examiner des problèmes 
géographiques spécifiques. 

• l'attribution, à titre honorifique, au 
nom de l'UGI, de distinctions 
spéciales à des personnes ayant 
accompli des travaux éminents ou 
ayant rendu des services émérites 
au profit de la communauté 
géographique internationale. 

 
H. Lors de l’élection d’août 2008 du 

Comité exécutif de l’IGU, quatre Vice-
présidents doivent être élus pour des 
mandats uniques d’une durée de six ans 
(2008-2014); les quatre Vice-présidents 
effectivement élus ne doivent pas être 
en droit d’être réélus en tant que Vice-
présidents de l’IGU à la fin de leurs 
mandats en 2014. Lors de l’élection 
d’août 2008, quatre Vice -présidents 
doivent être élus pour des mandats 
d’une durée de quatre ans (2008-2012); 
les quatre Vice-présidents 
effectivement élus seront en droit d’être 
réélus en tant que Vice-présidents pour 
un mandat supplémentaire de quatre ans 
(2012-2016) à la fin de leurs mandats 
initiaux en 2012. A partir de 2014, 
quatre Vice-présidents de l’IGU seront 
élus chaque année calendaire paire, et 
les élus serviront des mandats de quatre 
ans, étant en droit d’être élus pour un 
maximum de deux mandats consécutifs.   

 
I. Lors de l’élection d’août 2008 du 

Comité exécutif de l’IGU, le Secrétaire-
général et Trésorier de l’IGU sera élu 
pour un mandat unique d’une durée de 
deux ans (2008-2010) ; la personne 
effectivement élue doit être en droit 

d’être réélue en tant que Secrétaire-
général et Trésorier à la fin de son 
mandat initial en 2010 pour un mandat 
supplémentaire de quatre ans 
uniquement (jusqu’à 2014). A partir de 
2014, une élection du Secrétaire-
général et Trésorier de l’IGU se tiendra 
tous les quatre ans, et l’élu servira un 
mandat de quatre ans, étant en droit 
d’être réélu en tant que Secrétaire-
général et Trésorier pour un maximum 
de deux mandats consécutifs.  

  
VI. Commissions 
 
A. Les Commissions sont créées pour 

étudier des questions précises ou pour 
accomplir des tâches qui requièrent une 
collaboration internationale. Elles 
favorisent les recherches individuelles 
ou collectives, facilitent des échanges 
de documents et d'informations, 
organisent des conférences, des 
rencontres et éventuellement des 
travaux de terrain, à la fois entre les 
Congrès et pendant les Congrès 
géographiques internationaux. 

 
B. Tout pays membre ou le Comité 

exécutif peuvent proposer la création 
d'une Commission nouvelle. Le projet, 
comprenant une définition des objectifs 
et un programme de travail, devrait 
parvenir au Comité exécutif au moins 
neuf mois avant l'Assemblée générale. 
L'objet de la nouvelle Commission doit 
être délimité avec précision. Le projet 
devrait être accompagné d'une liste 
proposant le Président et des membres 
éventuels d=un Comité de Direction. Il 
est alors discuté par le Comité exécutif 
et pourra être approuvé par le Comité 
exécutif. 

 
C. Les Commissions sont regroupées en 

ensembles thématiques, chacun étant 
coordonné par un Vice-Président. Les 
Commissions sont renouvelables en 
fonction de l'évidence de leur activité et 
de l=utilité de leurs objectifs pour 
l'Union. Dans des cas exceptionnels la 
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majorité des pays membres peut, par un 
vote écrit, conclure avant terme le 
travail d'une Commission ou modifier 
ses objectifs ou sa présidence. 

 
D. Une Commission comprend 

normalement un Président et un Comité 
de Direction comprenant au maximum 
dix autres membres, approuvés pour 
une première période d’environ quatre 
ans, renouvelable une deuxième fois 
pour une période semblable. Parmi les 
membres du Comité de Direction, une 
Commission peut, si elle le désire, 
nommer un Vice-Président et un 
Secrétaire. Normalement, elle ne 
devrait pas compter plus d'un membre 
par pays adhérent. Le Président est 
normalement désigné par l'Assemblée 
générale; la liste des membres du 
Comité de Direction est approuvée par 
le Comité exécutif. Personne ne peut 
être membre du Comité de direction de 
plus d'une Commission. La 
Commission peut s'adjoindre par 
cooptation un certain nombre de 
membres. En cas de vacance de la 
Présidence, entre deux Assemblées 
générales, un nouveau Président est 
désigné par le Comité exécutif, sur 
proposition des membres du Comité de 
Direction de la Commission. Une 
décision de la Commission peut 
pourvoir au remplacement des 
membres, en cas de vacance dans le 
Comité de Direction de la Commission, 
survenant après l'approbation de la liste 
par le Comité exécutif. 

 
E. Une Commission peut organiser son 

travail en créant en son sein des sous-
commissions sur des questions 
particulières. 

 
F. Les Commissions peuvent solliciter du 

Comité exécutif des subventions ou des 
fonds destinés à l'exécution de leurs 
tâches. La responsabilité financière de 
l'Union est limitée aux subventions 
accordées et approuvées par le Comité 
exécutif qui partage les fonds 

disponibles entre les ensembles de 
Commissions. 

 
Les Commissions peuvent conclure des 
contrats de recherche et solliciter des 
subventions auprès d'organisations 
nationales ou internationales, ou d'autres  
organismes. Les Commissions doivent 
rendre compte au Comité exécutif de ses 
démarches, puis des résultats obtenus. 
 
G. Une Commission peut publier les 

résultats de leurs recherches ou 
collaborer à des publications. 

 
H. Chaque Commission prépare un bref 

rapport de son travail qu'il fait parvenir 
au Secrétaire général du Comité 
exécutif au moins neuf mois avant 
l'Assemblée générale suivante. Le 
rapport doit comporter un compte rendu 
des travaux réalisés, des méthodes 
adoptées, des résultats acquis, ainsi 
qu'un programme des recherches 
ultérieures, s'il est jugé utile. Ce rapport 
est diffusé auprès de chaque Comité de 
l'UGI et discuté au cours d'une réunion 
très largement ouverte à l'occasion du 
Congrès international. La présentation, 
la discussion, la publication des 
rapports peuvent être faite en commun 
par plusieurs Commissions. 
L'Assemblée générale décide, sur 
proposition du Comité exécutif, si le 
renouvellement d'une Commission est 
justifié par son activité. 

 
I. La durée maximale de service d'un 

membre d’une Commission ne peut 
excéder douze années pour un Président 
ou un membre du Comité de Direction. 

 
VII. Finances 
 
A. Tous les pays adhérant à l'Union 

comme membres titulaires sont répartis 
entre les quinze catégories suivantes. 
Chaque pays adhérent paie 
annuellement au minimum le nombre 
d'unités de souscription correspondant 
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au numéro de sa catégorie, suivant le 
barème ci-après. 

 
Category A B C D E 
Units 1 2 3 5 7 
Category F G H I J 
Units 9 12 15 20 25 
Category K L M N O 
Units 30 35 40 45 50 

 
B. Tout pays demandant son adhésion à 

l'Union doit spécifier dans quelle 
catégorie il souhaite être classé. Dans 
chaque pays l'organisation qui adhère à 
l'Union est responsable du paiement de 
la contribution. Tout pays dont les 
contributions sont en retard fait l'objet 
d'un rapport à l'Assemblée générale. 
Quand un pays membre n'a pas payé ses 
cotisations pendant trois années 
consécutives, il est réduit au statut 
d'observateur, jusqu'à ce que les arriérés 
aient été soldés. 

 
C. Les pays membres associés de l'Union 

paient une cotisation annuelle fixée, et 
susceptible d'être modifiée, par 
l'Assemblée générale. 

 
D. Les membres correspondants 

(institutionnels et individuels) paient 
une cotisation annuelle fixée par le 
Comité exécutif. 

 
Le Secrétaire général prépare un état des 
recettes et des dépenses pour chacune des 
années de la période comprise entre deux 
Assemblées générales. Au nom du Comité 
exécutif, il ou elle prépare un budget 
prévisionnel pour la période comprise entre 
une Assemblée générale et la suivante. Un 
Comité financier, nommé à cette fin par 
l'Assemblée générale, est chargé de vérifier 
les comptes des exercices  précédents et 
d'étudier les propositions budgétaires. Il 
soumet, sur ces questions, des rapports à 
l'Assemblée générale. Le Comité financier 
peut proposer des changements de 
catégories pour certains pays. Après avoir 

examiné le budget et le rapport du Comité 
financier, l'Assemblée générale fixe le taux 
de la part contributive unitaire des membres 
titulaires et les redevances annuelles des 
membres associés, ainsi que la ou les 
monnaies dans lesquelles le paiement doit 
être effectué. 
 
E. Les recettes de l'Union proviennent 

essentiellement: 
 

• des contributions des membres; 
• des subventions accordées par 

d'autres organismes; 
• de la vente des publications; 
• de dons et de donations; 
• de droits d'inscription aux congrès 

et aux conférences; 
• de crédits de recherche.  

 
Les recettes doivent être tout d'abord 
consacrées à payer: 
 

• les dépenses d'administration, y 
compris l'entretien du Secrétariat et 
les réunions du Comité exécutif; 

• les frais des publications faites sous 
la direction de l'Union et 
explicitement autorisées par le 
Comité exécutif; 

• les subventions aux Commissions; 
• les subventions pour l'organisation 

des Congrès géographiques 
internationaux et des rencontres 
régionales, en particulier dans les 
régions où les organismes 
responsables ont besoin d'aide pour 
l’organisation des études 
géographiques; 

• éventuellement, des contributions 
aux frais de recherches entreprises 
sous la direction ou avec l'accord 
de l'Union; 

• les frais liés à la coopération avec 
le CIUS, le CISS et d'autres 
organismes, y compris les 
cotisations. 

 
L'excédent peut, avec l'agrément de 
l'Assemblée générale, être utilisé pour faire 
avancer les buts généraux de l'Union, définis 
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à l'article premier. Les ressources provenant 
de dons et de subventions sont utilisées par 
l'Union en tenant compte des désirs 
exprimés par les donateurs. Tout pays qui se 
retire de l'Union abandonne de ce fait ses 
droits à l'actif de l'Union. 
 
F. L'Union dispose d'un "Fonds de 

Solidarité et de Promotion de la 
Géographie" dont le but est de 
développer la géographie et d'aider les 
géographes, en particulier ceux des 
pays les moins riches. Le Fonds est géré 
par un Bureau nommé par le Comité 
Exécutif. 

 
G. Le Secrétaire général en sa qualité de 

Trésorier tient des comptes détaillés et 
les archives de toutes les transactions 
financières. Il ou elle veillera à ce que 
les comptes soient vérifiés 
annuellement. 

 
H. A chaque Congrès international ou 

Conférence régionale, une contribution, 
fixée par le Comité exécutif, sera 
incluse dans les frais d'inscription de 
tous les participants; elle sera transférée 
au Trésorier de l'Union dans les six 
mois après la clôture du Congrès ou de 
la Conférence. 

 
VIII. Règlements Internes 
 
A. L'Assemblée générale peut édicter des 

règlements internes concernant, soit la 
conduite de ses travaux, soit les tâches 
générales qui incombent aux membres 
du Comité exécutif, soit, en général, 
tous les objets non  prévus dans les 
Statuts. 

 
B. De même, chaque Commission peut 

élaborer des règlements pour la 
conduite de ses propres travaux. Ces 
règlements doivent être approuvés par 
le Comité exécutif, aucun d'eux ne 
pouvant contenir des prescriptions 
contraires aux termes des Statuts. 

 

C. L'Anglais et le Français sont les langues 
de travail de l'Union. 

 
D. Aucune discrimination de race, de 

groupe ethnique, de nationalité, de 
religion, de sexe ou d'opinion politique 
n'est admise dans l'Union ni dans les 
réunions quelle organise ou tenues sous 
son patronage. 

 
E. En tant que membre du CIUS, l'UGI 

adhère à ses directives concernant la 
libre circulation des scientifiques. 

 
 
IX. Le Congrès International de 

Géographie 
 
A. Un Congrès géographique international 

doit être tenu tous les quatre ans 
environ, si possible. 

 
B. Les propositions doivent être adressées 

au Secrétaire général par les pays 
membres ou les groupes de pays 
membres qui offrent de recevoir le 
Congrès. L'acceptation de l'invitation 
fait l'objet à l'Assemblée générale d'un 
vote par les pays membres titulaires de 
l'Union. Une Assemblée générale peut 
accepter des invitations pour les deux 
prochains Congrès. 

 
C. Quand l'offre du pays hôte a été 

acceptée, l'organisation et le 
financement du Congrès sont de la 
responsabilité du ou des pays hôtes, 
sous condition des autres dispositions 
de l=Article IX. Toutefois le Comité 
exécutif se réserve un droit d'avis sur le 
programme proposé pour le Congrès. Il 
est de la responsabilité du ou des pays 
hôtes : 

 
• de prendre les dispositions 

nécessaires en vue des réunions de 
l'Assemblée générale; 

• de prendre les dispositions 
nécessaires pour les réunions du 
Comité exécutif et le 
fonctionnement du Secrétariat; 
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• de prendre les dispositions 
nécessaires pour assurer un horaire 
et des locaux aux réunions des 
Commissions de l'Union; 

• de soumettre ses propositions en 
vue de l'organisation du Congrès au 
moins deux ans à l’avance au 
Comité exécutif qui doit s'assurer 
que ces propositions sont en accord 
avec les statuts de l'Union. 
Normalement un représentant du 
Comité d'organisation du pays hôte 
est convié à la réunion du Comité 
exécutif où ces propositions sont 
examinées et le pays hôte doit 
consulter un ou plusieurs membres 
du Comité exécutif. 

 
D. Le Secrétaire général informe alors les 

pays membres du lieu du prochain 
Congrès international de géographie et 
de l'adresse des organisateurs. Les 
Comités de l'UGI des pays membres ou 
les particuliers peuvent ensuite 
communiquer directement avec le 
Comité d'organisation du prochain 
Congrès. 

 
E. Les langues de travail d'un Congrès 

international sont l'anglais et le français. 
Avec l'accord du Comité exécutif la 
langue du pays invitant peut être utilisée 
dans les discussions à condition que 
soient prévues des traductions. 

 
Le Comité exécutif peut accepter des 
invitations à des Conférences régionales ou 
à d'autres réunions  internationales de 
caractère plus restreint ou avec des buts 
précis; il peut lui-même patronner ou 
organiser de telles réunions. 
 
F. Les Congrès géographiques 

internationaux généraux, aussi bien que 
les Conférences régionales, sont ouverts 
aux délégués de tous les pays membres 
de l'Union et à d'autres personnes 
appartenant à des pays membres de 
l'Union ou à des pays non-membres. 

 

G. Le Comité d'organisation d'un congrès 
ou d'une rencontre géographique 
internationale peut être invité à rendre 
compte de ses activités à l'Assemblée 
générale. Après la fin du Congrès ou de 
la rencontre, le Comité d'organisation 
doit adresser un rapport final au Comité 
exécutif. 

 
X. Affiliation d'Autres Institutions 

Scientifiques 
 
A. L'Union Géographique Internationale 

peut proposer l'affiliation à d'autres 
associations scientifiques 
internationales dont les intérêts lui sont 
apparentés, à condition que les 
aspirations, les objets et les 
constitutions de telles associations 
soient compatibles avec ceux de l'Union 
Géographique Internationale. Les liens 
avec les organisations affiliées peuvent 
être de nature régionale ou thématique. 

 
B. Le Comité exécutif de l'Union 

Géographique Internationale, après 
s'être assuré que les statuts de 
l'Association proposée pour l'affiliation 
satisfont à ces conditions, conseille à 
l'Assemblée générale d'accorder 
l'affiliation. 

 
C. L'Union Géographique Internationale et 

les associations affiliées continuent à 
être des institutions indépendantes, 
pourvues de leurs propres statuts, 
organisations et finances. Le degré de 
collaboration fait l'objet d=accords 
mutuels entre les organes exécutifs 
respectifs. 

 
D. L'affiliation prend fin quand 

l'Assemblée générale de l'Union ou de 
l'organisation affiliée le décide après en 
avoir dûment prévenu l'autre partie. 

 
XI. Durée de la Convention et 

Modifications 
 
A. La durée de l'Union n'est pas limitée. 
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B. Aucun changement ne pourra être 
apporté au texte des présents statuts 
sans l'approbation de plus de la moitié 
des votes des pays membres de l'Union 
en droit de voter à l'Assemblée générale 
ou par scrutin postal. 

 
C. En cas de dissolution de l'Union, votée 

par l'Assemblée générale à la majorité 
des deux-tiers des voix de l'ensemble 
des pays adhérents, les fonds 
disponibles seront attribués par 
l'Assemblée générale à une ou plusieurs 
organisations scientifiques. 

 
D. Les textes français et anglais font foi de 

façon égale pour l'interprétation à 
donner aux articles des présents statuts. 


