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A few words from the Local Organization President 
 

Held in Quebec City (Canada) from August 6 to 10, the 2018 Regional Conference of the 

IGU was held in conjunction with the annual meetings of the Canadian Association of 

Geographers (CAG) and the National Council for Geographical Education (NCGE). The 

fully bilingual conference was conducted in the IGU’s two official languages (English and 

French) and featured 12 keynote speakers. It was the first time that an IGU conference 

has been held in North America in more than 35 years (Washington, DC, 1992) and the 

first time in more than 45 years in Canada (Montreal, 1972). With some 1300 participants, 

it was easily the largest geographic gathering in the history of Canada. 

The theme of the conference, “Appreciating Difference / Apprécier la difference,” 

encouraged participants to recognize the importance of interpreting our world in all its 

diversity. A unique aspect of this congress was the presence of the NCGE, giving K to 12 

Education a prominent place at an IGU event. Geography start with the youth, and it was 

beneficial to be reminded by NCGE participants that the IGU and CAG should not solely 

be about higher academic education. Clearly, an integrated approach to primary, 

secondary and tertiary geographical education should be emphasized at future IGU and 

CAG meetings in order to ensure the long-term sustainability of Geography. 

It was equally a pleasure to host in Quebec City from July 31st to August 6th the 15th 

International Geography Olympiad (iGeo). There was a near-record breaking attendance 

of 40 countries and 43 teams, and an overall budget of over $260,000 CDN for this event. 

It was inspiring to observe the world’s best geography students compete for gold medals 

that were awarded at the Quebec City Convention Centre by IGU president Yukio 

Himiyama (Japan), Canadian Association of Geographers president Dan Shrubsole, and 

National Council for Geographical Education president Audrey Mohan (USA). 

The hosts of the 2018 Congress, the Université Laval and the Canadian Association of 

Geographers, are proud to have welcomed the IGU-CAG-NCGE to Québec City. The 

international collaborations and partnerships that were built during the congress will be 

of importance to Quebecois and Canadian geographers for years to come. 

 

 

Matthew Hatvany, PhD 

President of the Local Organizing Committee for the 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress 

Professeur, Département de géographie, Université Laval 
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IGU2018 at a Glance 
 

The International Geographical Union (IGU) is an organization dedicated to the development of 

geography worldwide. Its main purpose is to promote geography by initiating and coordinating 

geographic research and teaching in all countries of the world.  

The 2018 IGU Regional Conference was held in conjunction with the annual meetings of the 

Canadian Association of Geographers (CAG) and the National Council for Geographic Education 

(NCGE) from August 6th to 10th, 2018 at the Quebec City Convention Center. More than 1,300 

participants gathered to exchange and discuss the latest research and teaching advances in 

geography. 

 

                                                             

The 3 organizational partners 

 

 

               

Entrance Hall 

Highlights of the 2018 IGU conference included the conjoint annual meetings of the CAG and 

NCGE, a fully bilingual program in English and French, as well as 12 keynote talks in human, 

physical and education geography addressing the conference theme “Appreciating Difference / 

Apprécier la différence”.  

  

Quebec City Convention Center 
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The 15th International Geography Olympiad 
 

As an IGU Task Force, the International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) is normally held the week 

previous to an IGU conference in the same host country. The 15th International Geography 

Olympiad was hosted in Quebec City and the Charlevoix region from July 31st to August 6th 2018. 

It was co-organized by Ms. Beth Dye (British Columbia), Dr. Matthew Hatvany (Quebec) and Dr. 

Lynn Moorman (Alberta). Nearly 300 students, team leaders and volunteers from 40 countries 

and 43 teams participated in this prestigious event. The iGeo was an excellent opportunity to 

showcase the geographical skills and understandings of the world’s best geography students, as 

well as a reward for student excellence. 

The Gold Medal Ceremony recognizing the world’s best young geographers was held at the 

Quebec Convention Centre on August 6th and was presided over by IGU Task Force co-chairs Ms. 

Sue Lomas (United Kingdom) and Dr. Su-Min Shen (Taiwan) in the presence of International 

Geography Union president Yukio Himiyama (Japan), Canadian Association of Geographers 

president Dan Shrubsole, and NCGE president Audrey Mohan (USA). 

2018 iGeo Teams 
 

  

Argentina China-Macau Kazakhstan Serbia 
Armenia China-Taipei 

Croatia 
Latvia Singapore 

Australia Cyprus Lithuania Slovakia 
Belarus Czech Republic Mongolia Slovenia 
Belgium Denmark The Netherlands Switzerland 
Bosnia and Hercegovina Estonia New Zealand Thailand 
Brazil Finland Nigeria Turkey 
Bulgaria Germany Philippines United Kingdom 
Canada Hungary Poland USA 
China-Beijing Indonesia Romania  
China-Hong Kong Japan Russia  

 

Hosting an iGeo, with an overall budget of nearly $300,000, is no small feat for a small country. 

Registration fees covered approximately 68% of the budget, while the remainder was raised by 

the local organizing committee. We wish to recognize the generous support of the Canadian 

Association of Geographers, the Faculté de foresterie, de géographie et de géomatique 

(Université Laval), the Royal Canadian Geographical Society, the Capitale-Nationale Secretariat 

(Quebec City), the Community Development Charity of Charlevoix, Tourism Charlevoix, the 

Observatory of the Charlevoix Geosphere, the Wildlife Foundation of Quebec, the Ministry of 

Education of Quebec, Natural Resources Canada, the Fonds de Sustainable Development 

(Université Laval), EF Educational Tours, and HERE Technologies. 
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The 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress Comes to Canada 
 

The 2018 IGU Regional Conference featured 12 keynote talks in human, physical and education 

geography (delivered in English and French) on the conference theme “Appreciating Difference / 

Apprécier la difference.” The program included 196 sessions, 1200 oral presentations, 82 poster 

presentations, and 9 field excursions in the Quebec City and Charlevoix regions. 

Participants came from over 100 countries, the majority from North America, followed by Asia 

(China, Japan), Europe (France, United Kingdom, Poland, Germany, Russia), and South America 

(Brazil). Approximately 67 % of the participants were from outside of Canada, making this an 

ideal opportunity for Canadians to develop important relations with geographers from around the 

world. Nearly one-fourth of participants (23 %) were graduate students. 

The success of the 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress, along with the iGeo, is thanks to the close 

collaboration developed between the Canadian Association of Geographers, the Université Laval, 

and the Quebec City Convention Centre. Planning began in 2012 when CAG president Jean Andrey 

first proposed hosting the IGU. Professors Guy Mercier, Matthew Hatvany and Laurent Bourdeau 

(Dept. of Geography, Université Laval) and Jocelyn Guertin (Quebec City Convention Centre) then 

presented a bid at the 2014 IGU meeting in Krakow, Poland. The bid emphasized three Canadian 

and Québécois aspirations: 1) the reassertion of ties between the IGU and North American 

geographers, 2) the reaffirmation of French as an official IGU language, and 3) the bolstering of 

geographical education in Canada following the signing in 2013 of the St. John’s Declaration on 

geographical education. This third aspiration led to an invitation to the National Council for 

Geographical Education to join the IGU and CAG in 2018 in Quebec City. 

The theme: Appreciating Difference / Apprécier la différence 
The 2018 conference theme, Appreciating Difference / Apprécier la différence, is a Québécois 

expression that invited participants to consider the world as a blank canvas upon which one must 

first decide how to depict it before putting down images and words. To appreciate is not only a 

question of what one finds significant and of value, it is also an awareness of differences and the 

ability to recognize them as meaningful to a more inclusive interpretation of the diverse world in 

which we live. During the 2018 congress, IGU commissions, CAG study groups and NCGE sections 

all reflected in unique ways on this thought-provoking theme. 
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Keynotes speakers 

The conference was notable for an outstanding number of English and French speaking keynote 

talks addressing a wide diversity of themes in human, physical and education geography. These 

talks were generously supported by grants from Wiley publishing, Québec Destination affaires, 

Centre d’études nordiques (Université Laval), Regroupement des géographes du Québec, and 

IGU Commission Awards. 

August 6th opening discourse, Caroline Desbiens (Université Laval, Canada): Appreciating Difference: A 

View from Indigenous Rivers. 

August 7th, Québec Destination affaires Lecture, Sarah Bednarz (Texas A&M University, USA): Geography’s 

Secret Powers to Save the World. 

August 7th, Centre d’études nordiques Lecture, Michel Allard (Université Laval, Canada): Nunavik – Land of 

Change 

August 7th, IGU Commission Award, Maria Paradiso (U. of Sannio, Italy): Mediterranean Basin 

Commission: sharing experience and knowledge 

August 7th, CAG Wiley-Mckenzie Lecture, Margo Greenwood (UNBC, Canada): Dialogues on Land, Water 

and Communities 

August 8th, IGU Commission Award, Clare Brooks (University College London, UK): The Power of 

Geography Education 

August 8th, Regroupement des géographes du Québec Lecture, Jérôme Dupras (UQO, Canada): Urban 

Futures, When Geography Embraces Nature, Arts and Economy 

August 8th, Randy Widdis (University of Regina, Canada): On Globalization, Borders and Borderlands: A 

Historical Geographical Perspective  

August 8th, CAG-Wiley Lecture, Shuaib Lwasa (Makerere University, Uganda): Appreciating the 

geographies of heterogeneity and unity in Africa: a socio ecological perspective 

August 9th, Québec Destination affaires Lecture, Michael F. Goodchild (UC Santa Barbara, USA): 

Geography and GISCIENCE 

August 9th, Robert Vézina (Commission de toponymie du Québec, Canada): Indigenous Languages in 

Quebec's Toponymy 

August 10th closing discourse, Olav Slaymaker (UBC, Canada): In Praise of the IGU: Fifty Years of 

Geography 

 

  Dr. Shuaib Lwasa speaking on the geographies of heterogeneity and unity in Africa. 



 7 

Field Excursions 
 The congress featured nine field excursions in human and physical geography that were 

organized by geographers and foresters from Université Laval as well as invited contributors. 

Excursions were held throughout the Quebec City area, the Montmorency boreal forest, and the 

First Nations village of Wendake. Most exciting was an excursion by bicycle along a segment of 

the St. Lawrence River – truly sustainable development in action! 

1. Yaïves Ferland (Université Laval) Québec and the military: from “Gibraltar of America” to 
“Summit of Americas” 

2. Étienne Bethold (Université Laval) A walking tour through the Old Quebec: history, 
architecture and heritage 

3. Caroline Desbiens (Université Laval) Wendake: Tourist destination and living environment 
4. Guy Dorval and Antoine Boisson (Université Laval) Bicycle Trip along the St. Lawrence 
5. Nicolas Lanouette, Christian Paré and Julien Barbeau (Invited contributors), Geopoetic Walk 

Along the Saint-Charles River 
6. Marie-Claude Dionne (former graduate student, Université Laval) Making Landscape 

Heritage at Cartier-Roberval 
7. Matthew Hatvany (Université Laval) Mapping Québec through the Ages – A Visit to the 

Université Laval Map Library 
8. Yaïves Ferland (Université Laval) La Belle Province: Toponymic fieldtrip in the Vicinity of 

Québec City 
9. Louis Bélanger and Luc Bouthillier (Université Laval) The Forêt Montmorency: A Close 

Encounter with Quebec’s Boreal Forest 
 

 
 
 

  
Guy Dorval (U. Laval), organizer of the field excursion by bicycle along the St. Lawrence River. 
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Event Highlights at a Glance 
 

LOCATION OF THE EVENT 

 
Quebec City Convention Center, Canada 
 

EVENT BUDGET $899,932 CDN 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 

 
12 Keynote talks in English and French 
1,200 oral presentations 
82 posters 
196 organized sessions 
 

FIELD EXCURSIONS 

 
9 local and regional trips 

# OF EXHIBITORS 

 
33 

PARTICIPANT PROFILE  GENDER RATIO  

Total participants 1313 Women 632 

Volunteers 30 Men 673 

Regular delegates 860 Non-identified 8 
Students 307   
Exhibitors 41 AFFILIATIONS   

Guests 4 IGU 50 % 
Organizers 29 CAG 32 % 

Partners 27 NCGE 18 % 
Keynote speakers 12   
    

Top Ten Participating 

COUNTRIES 
 

  

 

Canada 422   
USA 281   
China 92   
Japan 77   
France 49   

UK 24   
Poland  23   
Germany 21   
Brazil 17   
Russia 17   

South Africa 17   
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Financial Report 
The 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress, along with the 15th International Geography Olympiad, were 

events of nearly $1.25 million CDN with an economic benefit of over $3.5 million CDN for the 

Quebec City region. In addition to providing necessary staff and student volunteers for the local 

IGU and iGeo organizing committees, the Faculté de foresterie, de géographie et de géomatique 

(Université Laval) in partnership with the Canadian Association of Geographers, assumed many 

indirect costs of preparations over the four-year period 2014 - 2018. 

The overall direct costs of hosting the 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress was $899,932 CDN. 

Registration fees covered approximately 84 % of all costs, while sponsorships and exhibitions 

covered approximately 17 % of the overall budget. 

REVENUES 
Conference Registration                             $749,242 
Sponsorships and Exhibitors                      $150,689 
TOTAL REVENUES                                         $899,932 CDN 

 

EXPENSES  
Organization and Logistics                $256,684 
Food and Beverage                               $161,213 
Operations                                             $179,082 
Audio-Visuel                                             $126,176  
Convention Center Rental                          $123,952 
Promotion and Communications              $12,873 
Contribution to iGeo                                   $ 9,700 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES                                $899,932 CDN 

 

 
  

Organisation
30%

Food & bev.
19%

Operations
21%

Audiovisual
14%

Convention Rental
14%

Promotion
1% Contribution to 

iGeo
1%

2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE CONGRESS: AN EVENT OF $899,932 
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Financial Partners 
The capacity to adequately finance an IGU conference and iGeo event differs between countries 

depending on the GDP of the country, the degree of State support, the vigor of national, regional 

and local geography associations, and the degree of interest shown by the private sector. For a 

“Middle Power” country such as Canada, hosting the IGU and iGeo would not have been possible 

without the support of several key sponsors. We would especially like to note the participation of 

Google Earth Outreach as our Gold partner and National Geographic as our Silver Partner. 

Bronze partners were Jarkarto Cartographie 3D and K2 Geospatial. The workshops presented by 

these sponsors, their scientific input, and the many fruitful discussions and scientific interactions 

that they initiated added tremendous value to the congress. THANK YOU. 

Sponsorships and the participation of some 33 exhibitors contributed to the diversity of 

geographical offerings available during the congress. Exhibition fees helped to keep registration 

costs low, especially for graduate student. Student rates were offered at several hundred dollars 

below actual cost. 

Other collaborating partners that helped make the 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress the largest 

geographic gathering in the history of Canada were the Canadian Association of Geographers, the 

National Council for Geographical Education, the Faculté de foresterie, de géographie et de 

géomatique (Université Laval), Wiley, Québec Destination affaires, Esri Canada, Quebec Nature 

and Technologies Funds, Hydro-Québec, the Government of Quebec, the Sustainable 

Development program of the Université Laval, the Regroupement des géographes du Québec and 

the Centre d’études Nordiques (Université Laval). Please see the attached Annex of partners and 

exhibitors for a list of all our contributors. 

Conclusion 
 

The international networking and collaboration that took place between members of 

the IGU, CAG and NCGE was immensely stimulating. This was especially true for North 

Americans as this was the first time in more than a generation of geographers (over 35 years) 

that the IGU was last on the North American continent. For many Canadian, American and 

international graduate students, this was their first opportunity to interact with IGU 

commissions. As well, the 2018 meeting had special meaning for Canadians and Québécois as it 

marked the first time in decades that an IGU simultaneously functioned in both official IGU 

languages of English and French, including a fully bilingual Internet site, keynote speakers, 

sessions and posters. 

For the first time in the history of the IGU, the National Council for Geographic Education (an 

American organization dedicated to K to 12 geographical education) took part as an organizing 

partner of the congress. With the presence of more than two hundred NCGE geography teachers, 

including leading experts in the field, productive exchanges were organized around the theme of 

geographic education. In addition to nearly 50 sessions in education geography, collaborative pre- 

and post-IGU meetings were held jointly by the CAG Education Study Group and the IGU 

Geographical Education Commission. These events should be viewed as milestones in the pursuit 

of Goal 4 of IGU's 2015-2022 Strategic Plan which states that "geographic education must be the 
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focus of activities of the IGU". As well, it was a milestone in advancing Canada’s St. John’s 

Declaration on the advancement of geographical education. It is our aspiration that the links 

established between the IGU, CAG and NCGE will contribute meaningfully to achieving both Goal 

4 of the IGU 2015-2022 Strategic Plan as well as the CAG’s St. John’s Declaration.  

The 2018 Congress took advantage of many cross-sectoral areas in geography research 

and education. We hope that this year’s attendees will be interested in participating in the next 

annual CAG meeting to be held in May 2019 in Winnipeg, Canada as well as the annual meeting 

of the NCGE that will take place in summer 2019 in Washington, DC (USA). Professors, researchers, 

students as well as industry partners and associations have much to gain by continuing to develop 

international collaborations and exchanges with the common goal of building strong and 

sustainable partnerships that will promote the advancement of the field of geography. 

 

 
 

 

  
A North American first: IGU president Yukio Himiyama (r), CAG president Dan 

Shrubsole (center), and NCGE president Audrey Mohan (l), announce the opening of 

the IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress at the Quebec City Convention Centre, August 6th 2018. 
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Annex 
 

Financial Partners 
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Exhibitors 
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