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Editorial 
 
 
I am pleased at last to bring you Volumes 67-68 of the IGU Bulletin which documents 

activities of the Union over the period 2017-18.  As usual it has been a busy time for the 

Commissions and Task Forces, not least because of course 2018 was a Regional Conference 

year (Quebec, Canada).  The activities and events reported on here reflect that, as the IGU 

approaches its centennial year (formally founded in 1922), the organization is busier than 

ever.  During the two years since the last volumes of the Bulletin were published, IGU has 

gained several new national members, including Samoa and China-Macau.   There are now 

around 40 Commissions, including two new ones on Agricultural Geography and Land 

Engineering and African Studies.  Commission excellence award 2017 provided to Tourism, 

Leisure and Global change and 2018 to Urban Challenges in a Complex World. The Regional 

Conference in Quebec in 2018 was a great success.  The Executive Committee continues to 

work hard, under its elected President, Professor Yukio Himiyama, to ensure that there is 

progress in regard to the IGU vision of promoting the discipline globally. IGU joined 

International Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences (CIPSH) in the year 2017. We 

have strengthened our collaboration with ISC, CODATA, UN GGIM and  ISC GeoUnions. 

The Bulletin contains summaries of Commissions and Task Force activities, reports on the 

Quebec Regional Conference, as well as documenting the outcomes of our General Assembly 

deliberations.  I am sure you will find these of interest and that they provide clear evidence 

that the IGU vision is indeed coming into focus. 
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Éditorial 
 
Il me fait plaisir de vous remettre les volumes 65 et 66 du Bulletin de l'Union Géographique 

Internationale (IGU) et dans lesquels sont présenté les activités ayant eu lieu en 2015-2016. 

Comme d‘habitude, cette période a été pleine d‘activités au niveau des commissions et des 

groupes de travail. 2016 fut également l‘année du congrès international de Pékin, RP de 

Chine. À mesure que l‘UGI approche de son centenaire d‘existence (formellement fondée en 

1922), l‘organisation est plus occupée que jamais. Depuis la parution des deux derniers 

volumes du Bulletin, l‘UGI s‘est enchérie de plusieurs nouveaux membres nationaux, y 

compris le Myanmar, Oman, Samoa, le Luxembourg, Équateur, le Venezuela et la Bolivie. Il 

y a maintenant quelque 40 commissions, dont une nouvelle sur la compréhension globale, et 

un nouveau groupe de travail consacré aux géographes en début de carrière.  La conférence 

régionale de Moscou, en 2015, a été un grand succès et le congrès international de l‘UGI tenu 

à Pékin fut le plus grand rassemblement international de son histoire. Par ailleurs, le comité 

exécutif continue de travailler fort, sous le nouveau président élu, le professeur Yukio 

Himiyama, à veiller à ce qu‘il y ait des progrès en ce qui concerne la vision de l‘UGI et à 

promouvoir la discipline à l‘échelle mondiale. D‘autre part, le Bulletin contient des résumés 

de quatre dernières années d‘activités des commissions et groupes de travail, des rapports sur 

les conférences de Moscou et de Pékin et des comptes rendus des délibérations de notre 

assemblée générale. Je suis convaincu que vous trouverez ce Bulletin intéressant et qu‘ils 

témoigneront de la vision de plus en plus claire de l‘UGI.   

 
 
R.B.Singh 
Secretary-General and Treasurer 
Delhi, India 

Éditorial

Il me fait plaisir de vous présenter enfin les volumes 67-68 du Bulletin de l’UGI qui documente 

les activités de l’Union au cours de la période 2017-18. Comme d’habitude, ce fut une période 

chargée pour les commissions et les groupes de travail, notamment parce que 2018 était une année 

de conférence régionale (Québec, Canada).  Les activités et événements rapportés ici reflètent le fait 

que, à l’approche de l’année du centenaire de l’UGI (officiellement fondée en 1922), l’organisation est 

plus occupée que jamais. Au cours des deux années qui ont suivi la publication des derniers volumes 

du Bulletin, l’UGI a gagné plusieurs nouveaux membres nationaux, dont Samoa et Chine-Macao. Il 

existe désormais une quarantaine de commissions, dont deux nouvelles commissions; l’une sur la 

Géographie agricole et l’Ingénierie des sols et l’autre sur les Études africaines.  Le prix d’excellence 

de la Commission 2017 a été décerné à la commission Tourisme, loisirs et changement global et celui 

de 2018 à la commission Défis urbains dans un monde complexe. La Conférence régionale à Québec 

en 2018 a été un grand succès. Le Comité exécutif continue de travailler dur, sous la direction de 

son président élu, le professeur Yukio Himiyama, pour s’assurer que des progrès sont réalisés en ce 

qui concerne la mission de l’UGI de promouvoir la discipline au niveau mondial. L’UGI a rejoint le 

Conseil international de la philosophie et des sciences humaines (CIPSH) au cours de l’année 2017. 

Nous avons renforcé notre collaboration avec l’ISC, CODATA, UN GGIM et ISC GeoUnions.

Le Bulletin contient des résumés des activités des commissions et des groupes de travail, des rapports 

sur la Conférence régionale à Québec, ainsi que la documentation sur les résultats des délibérations 

de notre Assemblée générale. Je suis sûr que vous les trouverez intéressantes et qu’elles démontrent 

clairement que la perspective de l’UGI est en train de se concrétiser.
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Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting 
Québec City Conference Center, Canada 

7-11 May 2017 
 

Welcome, Meeting Logistics and Introductions 

The meeting was chaired by President 
Himiyama, who welcomed Past President 
Vladimir Kolosov, Secretary-General Mike 
Meadows and Vice Presidents Joos 
Droogleever-Fortuijn, Barbaros Gönençgil, Iain 
Hay, Nathalie Lemarchand, Rémy Tremblay. 
Apologies were received from Vice-Presidents 
dell‘Agnese, Singh and Zhou.  

Adoption of the Schedule and Agenda 

The schedule and agenda was discussed and 
adopted.  

Minutes 

The minutes of the Paris meeting in November, 
previously approved via email, were tabled for 
noting and, with one minor amendment, 
confirmed. The matter of translating these 
minutes into French was raised but it was 
suggested that, if IGU were to consider 
employing a translator, then a more appropriate 
use of its funds would be in respect of the IGU 
website. It was agreed that, for the time being, 
the minutes would continue to be translated by 
Vice-Presidents Lemarchand and Tremblay for 
alternate meetings.  

Organization and Operations  

Executive Committee Member Reports. EC 
members tendered reports on their activities 

since the last meeting. It was suggested, and 
agreed, that support for the role of Treasurer, 
for example in terms of sending out invoices 
and reminders, would be helpful. Tremblay 
agreed to assist in this regard.  

Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 2017 
onwards. The Executive Committee schedule 
for the next two years was discussed. It was 
confirmed that the second meeting of 2017 
would be in September in Amsterdam, with 
arrivals on 6th, meeting on 7th and 8th, field 
excursion on 9th and departures on 10th 
September 2017. Hotel bookings have been 
made but confirmation of attendance is required 
from all EC members by the end of May if 
possible.  

Himiyama reported on arrangements for the 
first meeting of 2018 in Tokyo.  Arrivals on 9th 
April 2018, meeting 10th and 11th, transfer to 
Sendai on afternoon of 11th and stay overnight, 
returning to Tokyo on 12th with departures 
13th April 2018. Confirmation is required as 
soon as possible (where possible). In addition, 
there will be a meeting held immediately prior 
to the Québec Regional Conference in August 
2018 (dates are 6th to 10th August 2018); 
arrivals on 4th August, meeting on 5th August 
and morning of 6th. Arrangements for the final 
meeting of 2018 can only be made once the 
outcome of the election of new EC members is 
known (mid-2018).  

Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meetings 
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EC Member Responsibilities. There was some 
discussion regarding possible candidates for the 
2018 election of a new Secretary-General and 
Treasurer. The new Executive Committee again 
considered the list of IGU National Committees 
and agreed to allocate liaison responsibilities 
with additional allocations due to the 
establishment of the new commission on 
Agricultural Geography and Land Engineering 
(MM) and new national committee members 
Samoa (IH) and China-Macau (ZC) (see 
Appendix 1). 

IGU Financial Report and Projection. Final 
accounts for 2016 had been included in the 
2016 annual report and indicated that a small 
operating surplus had been achieved over the 
year. 

IGU Commission and Task Force update and 
Commission Excellence award. Droogleever 
Fortuijn presented a review of the Commissions 
and Task Forces. The question was raised as to 
how many commissions there should be and 
whether there should be a limit, although it was 
agreed that such a limit might be difficult to 
implement. The number of commissions has 
remained reasonably constant over the past few 
years; four commissions are currently still 
‗suspended‘. Some commissions are less 
obviously active and engaged; it was suggested 
that EC members follow up with these in 
particular. The sub-committee had convened 
and scrutinized the 2012-16 reports and decided 
that the Commission Excellence Award for 
2016 be presented to the Commission on the 
Mediterranean Basin. The Québec 2018 
Regional Conference local organizing 
committee needs to be appraised of this 
situation because a plenary session must be 
reserved for the delivery of the address (and 
that of the Commission on Geographical 
Education which won the 2015 award). The 
proposed new IGU Commission on Africa was 
presented; it was agreed that this is a welcome 
and strong proposal and that the new 
commission should be established under the 

name ‗IGU Commission on African Studies‘. 
The absence of females on the proposed 
steering committee was noted, and the 
Commission will be invited to extend the 
steering committee with female members and 
additional members from countries outside the 
African continent.  

IYGU. Werlen submitted an extensive report as 
well as a request for further funding from IGU 
totaling Euro 15,000 for each of 2017 and 2018. 
The funding was approved for the following: i) 
support for the publication of the IYGU final 
report, ii) subsidy towards publication of the 
remaining Springer Briefs series (subject to the 
IGU logo appearing on the front cover of the 
remaining and, if possible, on those already 
published) and iii) a contribution to a small 
closing ceremony. The EC confirmed that this 
funding represents the final IGU financial 
commitment to the IYGU as a special project 
and that the Commission on Global 
Understanding must now become the vehicle to 
develop and sustain future IYGU-related 
activities.  

IGU National Membership Update. 
Meadows presented an update on the national 
membership situation.  Since the Paris EC 
meeting, membership applications from Samoa 
and China-Macau have been approved through 
a General Assembly e-ballot, and both are now 
full members in Category A. EC members 
renewed their commitment to attempting to 
renewing contact with those countries where 
links have been lost. Meadows agreed to draw 
up a list of IGU member countries for whom 
contact details are stale, post on the website and 
to circulate this via the usual email lists.  

IGU Africa and Latin America initiative. 
Lemarchand reported the plans for two 
upcoming geography symposia in francophone 
African countries (Ivory Coast and 
Madagascar). Unfortunately, these are 
scheduled for the same time (end-October), but 
the involvement of IGU is considered 
important. It was therefore agreed that 
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Lemarchand be funded to attend the Abidjan 
meeting and formally represent the IGU.  The 
new African Studies Commission should be 
informed of the meetings and be encouraged to 
attend (NL). IGU contacts with Latin American 
geographers have obviously received a boost 
following the successful La Paz thematic 
conference (see below).  

International assessment in Geography. 
There is nothing further to report on this item at 
this stage. The IGU Geographical Education 
Commission retains an interest in the matter.  

IGU Website and social media.  The IGU 
website continues, as usual, to be updated 
periodically. Both Facebook and Twitter social 
media links continue to be used.  

IGU Journals Project.  The database has been 
updated and uploaded.  

 IGU Bulletin. Volumes 59-60 is being 
finalized and will be completed within the next 
few weeks for distribution. The printed copies 
will be mailed as usual, but the next opportunity 
for manual circulation will be the 2018 Québec 
Regional Conference.  A pdf of the volume will 
be posted on the IGU website as soon as it is 
available.  IGU eNewsletter. The efforts of 
former Vice-President Bellezza were 
acknowledged with appreciation. The latest 
version was published and circulated in late 
April 2017.  

OurSus (Droogleever-Fortuijn). Ton Dietz will 
attend the next meeting of the IGU Urban 
Commission in Brazil in order to foster further 
internationalization of this project.  

IGU Thematic Conferences. There was some 
discussion as to what is meant by the label 
‗IGU thematic conference‘ and the need to 
ensure that its meaning does not become 
devalued. Thematic conferences must be 
genuinely international (and therefore respect 
the two official IGU languages), should have a 
clear theme or topic that is of broad interest and 

that it should specifically involve at least four 
IGU commissions. The EC must approve each 
thematic conference and applications should 
normally be made a minimum of eighteen 
months in advance; any overlap or conflict, 
either in timing or in terms of location, with 
other IGU events, should be avoided.  An IGU 
thematic conference can be proposed to the EC 
by one or more commissions and/or by a 
national committee; indeed, the involvement of 
the relevant national committee(s) in these 
thematic conferences is considered essential. 
Every effort should be made to encourage 
broad international participation. There should 
not normally be more than one thematic 
conference during an IGU Congress or 
Regional Conference year, and not more than 
two in a year in which there is no other major 
IGU event.  In regard to travel grants, JD-F 
submitted the following proposals with respect 
to IGU Congresses and Regional Conferences 
were agreed: i) to award grants to young and 
emerging scholars but, at the same time, to 
provide for a limited number of travel grants 
(up to five) for senior scholars who have 
particular roles (for example session conveners 
or steering committee members from low-
income countries who are not able to find 
funding); ii) to request letters of endorsement 
from the chair or steering committee member of 
an IGU Commission or Task Force, or from the 
chair of the IGU National Committee, or from 
the conveners of the session in which the 
applicant would present his/her paper (note: 
letters of endorsement should not be written by 
IGU EC members as the EC selects the 
awardees). In respect of IGU thematic 
conferences, it was agreed that travel grants 
should be limited to a maximum of US$5000 
per event.  

About the first two IGU thematic conferences: 
Hyderabad, India: Singh submitted a brief 
report on this meeting, which appears to have 
been a considerable success.  This conference 
was organized in collaboration with IGU 
Commissions on Urban Geography, 
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Biogeography and Biodiversity, Local and 
Regional Development, Land Use - Land Cover 
Change. It was hosted by the Department of 
Geography and Geoinformatics, Osmania 
University and a total of 306 papers were 
presented in 25 technical sessions and in 
plenary session. Over 400 participants 
participated, of which 345 participants 
represented 25 states of India, around 60 of 
whom were from Hyderabad. There were some 
28 International participants from 15 countries 
(including Japan, China, Russia, Switzerland, 
South Africa, Poland, Italy and Sri Lanka). The 
participants included IGU President Himiyama; 
IGU Urban Commission Chair Prof Céline 
Rozenblat, IGU Commission on Biogeography 
and Biodiversity Chair Dr Suraj Mal; Chair of 
the IGU Local and Regional Development 
Commission, Prof Jerzy Banski; LUCC 
Commission representative Prof K Kimoto; 
former IGU Vice President Prof Giuliano 
Bellezza; Chair of the IGU National 
Committee-South Africa, Prof Brij Maharaj; 
ICSU Scientific committee Members on Urban 
Health and Wellbeing Prof RB Singh and Prof 
Saroj Jayasinghe from Sri Lanka.  La Paz, 
Bolivia, May 2017: dell‘Agnese submitted a 
report with photographs. The conference 
brought together scholars from various parts of 
Europe, Africa, North America and Asia, 
offering the possibility to meet with 
geographers from Latin America and know 
more about their work and research agenda. In 
the three days of the conference, the concept of 
peace was analysed from various theoretical 
points of view and through diversified 
examples from research experiences. This 
represented an opportunity for all participants 
to reflect on their role as geographers and to 
critically examine the idea of peace. In terms of 
upcoming IGU thematic conferences: 
Bucharest, Romania, September 2017: a travel 
grant subsidy of US$5000 was approved in line 
with the thematic conference guidelines. 
Moscow, Russia, November 2018: the first 
circular has been distributed in English and 
French; a travel grant subsidy of US$5000 was 

approved. Guwahati, India, February 2018: the 
meeting was proposed as an IGU thematic 
conference, but does not meet the requirements 
indicated in the agreed guidelines. New 
Zealand has signalled an intention to propose an 
IGU thematic conference for December 2020.   

 MIT Press proposal. Hay reported on 
correspondence with MIT Press and tabled 
issues for discussion regarding possible 
additional publisher partnerships. MIT has 
made a formal offer, and it was suggested that 
IGU approach other major publishing houses, 
up to a maximum of six, for a similar or greater 
level of financial support. Hay agreed to 
approach a range of publishers in this regard. 

IGU Publications. Springer publishes several 
series with strong geographical relevance. It 
was agreed that the IGU logo should be used on 
the cover of these volumes provided, along with 
a short standard description of the IGU which 
Meadows agreed to draft.  

Cooperation and Outreach. Festival 
International de Géographie (FIG). Lemarchand 
reported on the relationship between IGU and 
FIG and has received indication from the new 
director of the scientific committee that there is 
support for the idea of an IGU stand at this 
year‘s festival, jointly with the French National 
Geography Committee (CNFG), as well as a 
‗round table‘ with IGU and CNFG 
representation.  Lemarchand also reported on 
the great success of the first ‗La Nuit de 
Géographie‘ which was held on March 31st 
2017, in Paris and 15 other cities, in partnership 
with the Associations of Students of Geography 
and professors of history and geography. The 
French academic community supported the 
event enthusiastically, and there was a high 
level of participation by students and young 
geographers. The purpose of this event was to 
make geography, and the diverse contributions 
of geographers, more widely known and to 
make research accessible through revealing the 
world through the eyes of geographers.    
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IGU Representatives on International 
Bodies. Meadows expressed frustration that 
IGU nominations to major committees of 
ICSU, ISSC and related scientific bodies (for 
example IPCC) have seemingly been 
unsuccessful lately, despite the clear relevance 
of the discipline of geography and its holistic 
and integrative perspective on human-
environment relations. The exception is CIPSH 
which, although IGU has a relatively new 
relationship with this body, does appear to offer 
more positive opportunities for the engagement 
of geographers in its management structure. 
IGU will continue its efforts to ensure 
participation of geographers in the appropriate 
high-level structures.  

ICSU (incl. GeoUnions) and ISSC. The ICSU 
and ISSC call to comment on the draft merger 
strategy document was discussed at length. IGU 
supports the overall statement of purpose and is 
of the view that, as geographers, it is consistent 
with the discipline that natural and social 
scientists should work more effectively together 
on some of the major global environmental and 
development problems. The emerging joint 
body should take the perspectives of individual 
disciplines seriously and maintain their 
strengths, while at the same time encouraging 
genuine participation in joint activities. Funding 
projects that require a collaboration across the 
traditional disciplinary boundaries may be one 
way forward, while at the same time ensuring 
that the social sciences in particular are not 
'diluted' in the process.  

Perhaps new subgroups of Unions can be 
developed to encourage this? IGU also feels 
that more attention should be paid to the 
developing world countries and, perhaps also to 
the smaller, less obviously powerful or wealthy 
Unions.  Some degree of autonomy for the 
individual disciplines should be afforded, 
perhaps more especially (but not exclusively) 
the social sciences. Maintaining some key 
elements of existing structures may be one way 
to ensure this. There are concerns about the 

possible future name of the merged 
organization. The label 'science' is very loaded 
and may discriminate against the social 
sciences and humanities. We question the 
veracity of footnote 1 in the draft strategy 
document. There are concerns about the use of 
the word 'science' and the statement that, in 
languages other than English, the word has an 
inclusive meaning. This is a contention that we 
think cannot be taken for granted, particularly 
in relation to the fact that English is actually the 
dominant language of science globally and that 
the a more restricted perspective on the 
meaning of the word may be more widespread 
than is suggested. This poses a problem for the 
social sciences and humanities in particular if 
the word 'science' is predominant in the new 
label. A name such as The International 
Knowledge Council is suggested for 
consideration.  

CIPSH. The CIPSH World Humanities 
Congress will take place in Liège, Belgium, 
from 6th to 12th August 2017. Kolosov will 
convene the session on border studies, and there 
is a session also devoted to IYGU. The IGU 
Commission should be encouraged to be 
involved in future CIPSH activities, and 
Meadows agreed to publicise the upcoming 
conference in the usual manner.  

EUROGEO, EUGEO. Droogleever-Fortuijn 
attended the EUROGEO conference in 
Amsterdam from 2nd to 3rd March 2017, and 
they're engaged with Karl Donert who proposed 
a joint EUROGEO/IGU session on Geography 
and Higher Education, possibly at the Québec 
2018 Regional Conference.  Four EC members 
will be attending the upcoming EUGEO 
conference in Brussels, Belgium in September 
2017 and five sessions have clear IGU 
involvement. This meeting represents an 
excellent opportunity for IGU to meet with the 
EUGEO executive and, in addition, to circulate 
the Québec 2018 Regional Conference 
publicity material. Himiyama noted that, in 
relation to the SE Asian countries, geographical 
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education appears to be gaining strength in the 
Republic of Korea and Japan in particular and 
that this may be influencing the other earth 
sciences in the region.  

UGAL/EGAL Dell‘Agnese had been unable to 
attend the La Paz meeting due to health issues, 
but the report of the La Paz conference 
indicated an improved profile for IGU within 
Latin America.   

IAG (International Association of 
Geomorphologists) Meadows is attending the 
upcoming (November) IAG Congress in Delhi, 
India and will engage in discussions regarding 
the proposed joint IGU/IAG Commission/ 
Working Group along the lines of the 
Toponymy model.   

Relations with other organizations (e.g. AAG, 
RGS, ICA (All) in relation to the AAG in 
Boston 2017, the IGU booth was supported by 
Himiyama, Gönençgil and former IGU 
President Abler, and appears to have been well 
visited. It is recognized that developing a strong 
connection with the ICA in relation to the Paris 
Extraordinary IGU Congress in 2022 is 
important. Regarding JBGIS, the relevant 
contact individual should be the chair of the 
IGU GIS  

 Commission. The proposal from OSGeo that 
IGU sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
was discussed. There are certainly common 
interests, and it was agreed that forging stronger 
links with each other is a good idea. Himiyama 
agreed to write to the chair and Meadows to 
draft the MoU. The tabled GISAP proposal was 
not approved.  

International Geographical Congresses and 
IGU Regional Conferences  Regional 
Conference, Québec, Canada, 2018.  This 
will be a joint IGU/Canadian Association 
Geographers event. Members of the Quebec 
2018 local organizing committee (LOC), 
chaired by Matthew Hatvany, attended for this 
item and presented a progress report including 

the latest information regarding organization 
and plans.  It is hoped to attract at least 2000 
delegates (plus students). The conference theme 
is ‗Appreciating Difference‘, and the vision is 
to build community with the conference and 
internationalize geography in Canada and 
reaching out beyond North America. The 
conference website is functioning and will 
shortly indicate accommodation options etc. in 
time for the next Canadian Association of 
Geographers meeting in York. Accommodation 
in University residences is available at a budget 
rate to address needs of students and individuals 
from developing countries. Pre-conference 
meeting rooms are also available in the Laval 
University. The iGeo committee is already 
formed, and a partnership has been established 
with the Royal Canadian Geographical Society 
regarding this. Various elements of iGeo have 
already been initiated, including planning for 
the iGeo fieldwork exercise and the IGU 
Olympiad Task Force is expected to make a site 
visit later in 2017. A commercial company has 
been engaged to facilitate logistic 
arrangements, including visa application 
processing. Several special publications are in 
progress. Early bird registration has been fixed 
at US420 (regular), which includes lunches and 
coffee breaks, and US$220 for students; an 
element of the registration fee includes CAG 
membership subscription.  The conference 
banquet is planned for the St Lawrence River.  
Fundraising is underway, and sources continue 
to be pursued. Suggestions for so-called 
‗luminary speakers‘ are being sought, with the 
possibility that at least some of these 
presentations might be open to the public. The 
need for a plenary session to accommodate the 
two Commission Excellence Award 
presentations was noted. Several half-day and 
one-day mid-conference scientific excursions 
are in the planning stages, along with a number 
of multiple-day scientific and commercial 
excursions. The conference has already been 
widely publicized, and upcoming meetings of 
CAG, AAG, EUGEO and FiG are being 
targeted. In addition, there are innovative 
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suggestions around an invitation video 
(YouTube) as well as other social media. In 
terms of the scientific programme, there is an 
ongoing concerted attempt at connecting the 
CAG Study Groups and IGU Commissions. 
The draft timeline for various registration and 
abstract submission dates was also presented. 
The LOC was requested to consider means of 
making travel grants available to young and 
early career geographers and those from 
developing countries, in line with practice in 
other IGU Regional Conferences. IGU-
sponsored travel grants will be made available 
up to a maximum of US$20,000.  

 Istanbul, Turkey, International Geographical 
Congress 2020. Himiyama reported that the 
publicity material was distributed at the AAG. 
The website is currently undergoing 
restructuring and will go live again shortly. 
More intense promotional activities are planned 
in relation to the  

Québec 2018 Regional Conference. Progress 
is being made into other elements of the 
Congress, including iGeo.   

Extraordinary International Geographical 
Congress, Paris 2022. Lemarchand reported 
that she and Kolosov attended a meeting with 
Mathieu Denis, Executive Director of ISSC, 
who has promised to support this event and 
offered valuable advice. J-R Pitte organized a 
meeting with Antoine Le Blanc, president of 
CNFG and Marc Galochet, Vice-President, on 
how, in respect of the IGU centennial and 
Societé de Géographie bicentennial, the 
relationship with COFUSI (Committee for 
National French Committees which are 
members of International Scientific Unions) 
should be handled. There is also discussion 
regarding a possible ―Year of Geography‖, 
which would include a political event during 
the bicentennial of Société de Géographie in 

November/December 2021, and a scientific 
event as part of the centennial in July 2022. A 
meeting concerning these proposals between 
CNFG, Société de Géographie and the IGU is 
planned for early 2018. A sub-committee, under 
Laura Peaud as chair, has been created inside 
the CNFG to organize Paris 2022 and one of 
three companies to ensure the logistics of the 
Congress will shortly be selected. Kolosov 
reported on progress in relation to the 
Sesquicentennial and Centennial Task Force.  

Other Business 

IGU Planet and Humanity Award 2012. 
Meadows handed the 2012 medal to Tremblay 
who is tasked to present it in person to Lester 
Brown at a time and place to be determined (as 
soon as possible).  

Lauréat d‘Honneur. Meadows suggested that 
Ruth Fincher, as chair of the Awards 
subcommittee, be requested to organize the 
nomination process in good time for the 
Québec Regional Conference 2018.  

iGeo. This is the first year that the Olympiad 
has taken place outside the domain of an IGU 
meeting. In consultation with the local 
organizing committee, it was agreed that a 
member of the IGU EC should attend.  

IGU archives. Himiyama suggested that we 
should publicise the existence of the archives in 
Leipzig and that the Commissions and National 
Committees should be reminded to send 
IGUrelated materials to the archive (Meadows).  

 Adjourn 

 The meeting adjourned at 17h35 on 9th May 
2017. Tremblay and his colleagues were 
congratulated and thanked warmly for the fine 
arrangements and warm hospitality in 
organizing the meeting. 
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Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting 
University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

6th to 10th September 2017 
 

Welcome, Meeting Logistics and Introductions 

The meeting was chaired by President 
Himiyama, who welcomed Past President 
Vladimir Kolosov, Secretary-General Mike 
Meadows, First Vice-President Joos 
Droogleever-Fortuijn and Vice-Presidents, 
Barbaros Gönençgil, Iain Hay, Nathalie 
Lemarchand, Elena dell‘Agnese and Chenghu 
Zhou. Apologies were received from Vice-
Presidents RB Singh and Rémy Tremblay. Ms 
Xiaoyi Ma attended as an observer. 

Adoption of the Schedule and Agenda 

The schedule and agenda were discussed and 
adopted. Droogleever-Fortuijn outlined 
logistical issues for the meeting. The Deputy 
HOD of the Department, Professor Sako 
Musterd, formally welcomed the IGU 
Executive Committee to the Department 
Geography, Planning and International 
Development Studies. 

Minutes 

The minutes of the Québec meeting in 
November, previously approved via email, 
were tabled and confirmed. It was noted that the 
minutes of the Québec meeting still need to be 
translated into French (Tremblay); the minutes 
of the present meeting are to be translated by 
Lemarchand. 

Organization and Operations 

Executive Committee Member Reports. All 
EC members tendered reports on their activities 
since the last meeting. New contacts for 
countries with whom IGU has lost contact have 
been made; these need to be incorporated into 

the database, website and email distribution list 
(Meadows). 

Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 
2018 onwards. Himiyama reported on 
arrangements for the first meeting of 2018 in 
Tokyo.  Arrivals on 9th April 2018, meeting 10th 
and 11th, transfer to Sendai on the afternoon of 
11th and stay overnight, returning to Tokyo on 
12th with departures 13th April 2018. There will 
be an EC meeting immediately prior to the 
Québec Regional Conference in August 2018 
(dates are 6th to 10th August 2018) – i.e. arrivals 
on 4th August, meeting on 5th August and 
morning of 6th. Newly elected EC members will 
be invited to attend the Québec meeting. 
Arrangements for the final meeting of 2018 can 
only be made once the outcome of the election 
of new EC members is known (mid-2018).  

IGU Financial Report and Projection. 
Meadows presented a brief update on the 
financial situation in the three accounts held in 
Cape Town, as well as on the status of the 
Promotion and Solidarity Fund held in the 
United States under responsibility of former 
IGU President Abler. The IGU financial 
situation is stable and, indeed, the Promotion 
and Solidarity Fund (endowment) continues to 
grow (the balance now exceeds US$100k); the 
substantial contribution to the endowment from 
China-Beijing following the 2016 Congress 
was noted with appreciation. Abler needs to be 
consulted regarding the future of the 
endowment fund (Meadows). The importance 
of following up on additional possible corporate 
sponsors was noted. In this regard, Hay agreed 
to consult with Abler and IYGU Director 
Benno Werlen regarding ESRI in particular, but 
all EC members were asked to supply names 
and contact details of potential additional 
(responsible) corporate sponsors. It was further 
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noted that IGU remains very dependent 
financially on membership subscriptions, and 
on the contributions of six major national 
committee contributors in particular. While this 
may present no immediate cause for concern, 
consideration should be given to encouraging 
these national committees to nominate 
candidates for EC positions. 

IGU National Membership update. There 
have been no new national memberships since 
the last meeting; positive indications have been 
received from some national contacts (Sri 
Lanka and Vietnam for example) with a view to 
re-establishing IGU national membership. EC 
members reported on contact with those 
countries where links have been lost. Meadows 
will update the database, website and email 
circulation list accordingly.  There are ongoing 
communication inefficiencies between IGU and 
the IGU National Committee chairs, and 
between chairs and their own geographical 
communities. The ‗National Committee‘ model 
varies greatly between countries and, whereas it 
is practice on some for the committee to 
convene a face to face meeting up to four times 
per year (Japan for example), for some others, 
there is no de facto committee and connection 
with IGU is simply via a responsible ‗contact‘ 
person. More news of activities from the 
various National Committees would certainly 
be welcome; this issue can be raised at the IGU 
‗chairs‘ meeting planned for the Québec 
Regional Conference. Meadows agreed to 
contact the Québec LOC to request that the 
programme accommodate such a meeting 
(Meadows). 

IGU Commission and Task Force update. 
Annual (2017) reports for each Commission, 
and Task Force have been called for and are 
due for submission by mid-December. It was 
noted that the Steering Committee of the 
recently established Commission on Global 
Understanding still needs to be appointed and 
formalized (Meadows to remind Werlen). The 
new IGU Commission on Agricultural 

Geography and Land Engineering held its 
inaugural meeting in Yulin, China-Beijing, in 
the last week of August and was attended by 
200 participants. The conference announced a 
‗Global Rural Plan‘ to highlight the situation 
arising from the global pattern of rural-urban 
migration. The new Commission on African 
Studies is planning its inaugural conference in 
Namibia in November 2017 and is actively 
seeking additional sponsorship. A new 
Commission proposal: ‗Geography for Future 
Earth‘ submitted by Academician Fu Bojie 
(President of the Geographical Society of 
China, China-Beijing) was tabled for 
discussion. The link to Future Earth is 
recognized as a strategic and positive aspect of 
the proposal and, although the objectives are 
ambitious, there is a strong support for the 
approval of this new Commission. It was noted 
that there are two candidate steering committee 
members from Japan and that one will have to 
step aside. It was further noted that the 
geographical distribution of steering committee 
members requires attention, as well as the 
balance between social and natural scientists. It 
was suggested that the proposed ‗Co-Chairs‘ 
should be re-labelled ‗Vice-Chairs‘. 
Developing the relationship between the 
Commission and the Future Earth programme 
(and indeed the future of this programme) 
needs to be a considered more carefully. It was 
agreed that this new Commission can be 
approved following attention to the technical 
details and some modification. Zhou agreed to 
convey these views to the proposed Chair.  

dell‘Agnese commented on the situation 
regarding the three Commissions reported as 
suspended at the Beijing General Assembly. 
Regarding the Arid Lands Commission, there 
has been contact with a possible a new chair (a 
new chair is in any case necessary according to 
the statutes) and steering members. It was 
suggested that the current chair be advised of 
the potential for re-launching the Arid Lands 
Commission under new leadership, seeking his 
cooperation and support. Regarding the 
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Indigenous Peoples Commission, it was 
suggested that the LOC of the Québec Regional 
meeting be requested to timetable a round table 
on this topic, especially given the significance 
of this issue in Canada (dell‘Agnese, 
Meadows). The outgoing chair of the IGU 
Commission on Islands needs to be reminded 
again about the need to appoint a new Chair 
(Himiyama). The issue of open access had been 
raised independently by two of the Commission 
chairs, noting the hegemony of the major 
publishing houses in relation to academic 
journals in the discipline. The matter had also 
been discussed at the joint meeting held with 
EUGEO (see agenda item below). An online, 
open access ‗metajournal‘, facilitating links to 
published scholarly articles in published has 
been suggested, but there is at this stage 
considerable doubt that the additional editorial 
effort required to produce this would be 
efficient given the prominence of other online 
sources including Google Scholar. Many 
scientific organizations have their own journals 
(e.g. INQUA); IGU may, in due course, wish to 
consider the possibility of publishing its own 
journal (on an open access basis) but this would 
need considerable further planning, including 
the development of a business model, possible 
structure etc. Hay and dell‘Agnese agreed to 
work together on this issue in time for the next 
EC meeting.  

There was a further suggestion around 
recruitment and that IGU should inform the 
community of geographers around the world of 
the benefits of being affiliated to an IGU 
Commission or Task Force, and the ease with 
which this can be accomplished. Meadows 
agreed to circulate the ‗How to joining the 
IGU‘ information that is on the website 
http://igu-online.org/about-us/joining-the-igu/ 
to all national committees with a request that 
the respective chairs inform their own national 
community of geographers about this. 

Kolosov reported on the meeting of the IGU 
Centennial and Sesquicentennial Task force 

that took place in association with the 25th 
International Congress on History of Science 
and Technology (CIHST) held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. There were several 
presentations that focused on the history of 
geography and of relevance to the work of the 
Task Force. Regarding its own activities, the 
main project of this Task Force is to publish 
two volumes on the history of the IGU, planned 
in time for the Extraordinary Congress (with 
Springer as a possible publisher). Volume 1 
will be devoted to the ‗documentary approach‘ 
and volume 2 is intended to be a ‗research-
based‘ contribution. There is agreement that the 
volumes should not be too long, should 
represent both human and physical geography, 
illustrate balance in terms of the country of 
origin and gender of the contributors. The Task 
Force believes that the balance can best be 
achieved if chapters are compiled by a physical 
and human geographer. The next Task Force 
meeting will take place in Leipzig in February 
2018. Kolosov was advised to contact former 
IGU Secretary-General Ehlers to assist in 
tracing some of the material that appears to be 
missing from the archives. A request for 
funding to assist the Task Force further in 
developing the volumes was made and was 
approved subject to submission of the usual pro 
forma invoice to the secretariat (Kolosov). 

IYGU. The IYGU Director had submitted 
several documents for review including the 
usual summary report. There have been many 
excellent activities in IYGU and more than 800 
different events have taken place globally 
during the course of the project. IYGU is now 
part of the UNESCO strategy ‗New Humanities 
Agenda for the 21st Century‘, and the concept 
‗Global Understanding‘ is clearly a ‗brand‘. In 
combination with the proposed UNESCO chair, 
the new IGU Commission should be able to 
direct the future of this initiative. Droogleever-
Fortuijn was requested to attend the IYGU 
closing ceremony as representative of IGU 
given that others were not able to participate. 
(Meadows to inform Werlen). 
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Serbia Olympiad Report. Droogleever-
Fortjuin reported on her attendance at the IGU 
Olympiad in Belgrade. This had been a 
successful and joyful event with 42 teams 
represented. The problem of the team name for 
China-Taipei had surfaced at the meeting, and a 
formal complaint had been received regarding 
the matter. Meadows indicated that the co-chair 
of the Olympiad Task Force has been informed 
that the current IGU (i.e. ICSU) convention of 
naming member countries (and Olympiad 
teams representing those countries) must be 
followed at all subsequent events of a similar 
nature.  

IGE EC elections. The call for nominations 
will be made in mid-October, with a closing 
date of end-January 2018; the e-mail ballot of 
eligible member countries will take place 
thereafter up to 31st March 2018. Meadows will 
circulate the call and administer the election 
process with the assistance of an independent 
teller.  

IGU Website and social media.  The IGU 
website continues, as usual, to be updated 
periodically. Both the Facebook and Twitter 
social media links continue to be used. There is 
a need to place information regarding the past-
Presidents, Secretary-Generals and Congresses 
on the website (Meadows). 

IGU Journals Project. The database is 
occasionally updated as required. 

IGU Bulletin. Volume 59-60 (for the years 2015 
and 2016) is still with the printers and will be 
ready within the next few weeks for distribution. 
Printed copies will be airmailed as usual but the 
next opportunity for manual circulation will be the 
2018 Québec Regional Conference.  A pdf of the 
volume will be posted on the IGU website as soon 
as it becomes available. 

IGU eNewsletter. The efforts of former Vice-
President Bellezza were again acknowledged 
with much appreciation. The latest edition was 
published and circulated in July 2017.  

OurSus (Droogleever-Fortuijn). Ton Dietz 
attended the IGU Urban Commission meeting 
in Brazil at which he was hoping to garner 
wider international participation in this project, 
although he has not yet reported on the 
potential of greater involvement of the 
Commission in OurSus activities.  

Partner publishing proposal. Hay reported on 
his correspondence with several publishers 
regarding the idea of promoting their products 
on the IGU website. The contact for MIT press, 
who had initially indicated strong interest in the 
idea, has not been in contact for some time. 
There have been very positive responses from 
two other publishing houses, although 
alternative possible funding models are 
emerging. For example, Springer has suggested 
the establishment of an IGU student paper 
award, although there is uncertainty as to how 
this idea could be effected. Following 
considerable discussion, Hay agreed to 
communicate further with Springer and attempt 
to come back with an appropriate model that is 
mutually beneficial both to IGU and Springer at 
the next EC meeting. Elgar has also indicated 
strong interest in sponsoring IGU via a website 
link once the technical details are agreed 
(Meadows). Elgar has further suggested 
publication of a new IGU book series, an idea 
for which there is in-principle agreement 
subsequent to further clarification of details 
(Hay).   

IGU archives. Himiyama emphasized the 
importance of the IGU archives, highlighting 
the lack of knowledge in general regarding the 
IGU archives held in Leipzig. Information 
about the IGU archives should be accessible 
from the IGU website via an additional item 
and link (on the ‗About us‖ drop-down menu 
(Meadows). Commission and Task Force and 
National Committee chairs should be reminded 
about the importance of submitting all IGU 
materials (publications meeting reports, 
photographs etc.) and of using the archives 
themselves. It was suggested that, if possible, 
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the IGU archivist present details on the IGU 
archives to both the Commission and Task 
Force and National Committee chairs at their 
respective meetings at the Québec Regional 
Conference (Meadows). 

Cooperation and Outreach 

Festival International de Géographie (FIG). 
Lemarchand reported that there will be a round 
table discussion, scheduled for 30th September 
2017, at the festival with contributions from 
representatives of various French geographical 
organizations; three key issues are being tabled: 
‗Geography is fun‘, ‗Geography gives jobs‘ and 
‗Geography saves lives‘ in the expectation that 
this will attract broad interest. 

IGU Representatives on International 
Bodies. There was nothing to report on this 
matter.  

ICSU (incl. GeoUnions) and ISSC. President 
Himiyama and Meadows will attend the 
upcoming General Assembly of ICSU, the 
parallel meeting of ICSU and the joint 
ICSU/ISSC General Assembly in Taipei at the 
end of October. Following its recent meeting in 
Potsdam on 5th September (IGU was unable to 
be represented), the GeoUnions sent a letter to 
Heide Hackman as CEO of ICSU in which it 
was noted that the financial implications of the 
proposed merger have not yet been adequately 
explained and that some of the proposed actions 
arising from the Oslo meeting in October 2016 
had yet to be implemented. Himiyama and 
Meadows reported that they had concurred with 
the spirit of this letter and had therefore 
endorsed it on behalf of IGU. Meadows noted 
with concern that the ICSU/ISSC interviews 
with and survey of ‗stakeholders‘ 
(recommended by the 2016 joint meeting) had 
not, at least thus far, included IGU. While it is 
the view of the EC that IGU should support the 
merger, it is argued that the proposed strategy 
does not adequately reflect the need to maintain 
fundamental strengths of the individual 
disciplines (across both the natural and social 

sciences) and that, if this is not achieved by the 
merged organization, any new interdisciplinary 
projects and initiatives will be less likely to 
succeed. There remains, for IGU, a sense that 
the merged organization is expecting to benefit 
from the combined expertise of the Unions in 
interdisciplinary initiatives (an entirely 
reasonable goal), but that there is a real risk that 
this may weaken the role of ICSU/ISSC in 
supporting the core disciplines of the Unions 
themselves. Kolosov made the point that ISSC 
(as the smaller partner) representation on the 
governing committees of the new body needs to 
be protected beyond the initial transition period. 
IGU has been invited to attend the Belmont 
Forum information session that follows on from 
the Taipei General Assemblies but both 
Himiyama and Meadows are unable to 
represent IGU at this event. JC Lin, chair of the 
IGU Geomorphology and Society Commission 
is to be asked if he can attend and monitor 
possible developments (Meadows).  

CIPSH. Kolosov reported on the first CIPSH 
World Humanities Congress that took place in 
Liège, Belgium, from 6th to 12th August 2017. 
One of the key themes was ‗Borders and 
Migrations‘ and IGU hosted a session within 
that theme albeit with rather disappointing 
attendance.  The General Assembly re-elected 
Luiz Oosterbeek as Secretary-General and 
Kolosov was elected to membership of the 
CIPSH Board. There is potential for this body 
to increase in status and profile following the 
proposed merger of ICSU and ISSC and the 
organization needs to be made more visible to 
the IGU community. Kolosov agreed to 
develop some initial ideas as to how this can be 
done and circulate for comment. 

EUGEO. Several IGU executive members 
attended the EUGEO conference in Brussels, 
Belgium (September 2017) along with more 
than 300 other delegates. Kolosov reported on 
the meeting between representatives of the IGU 
and EUGEO that took place there. There was 
agreement to cooperate in the field of 
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education, including defining and disseminating 
what is best practice in teaching geography, 
both at school and at university, and in the 
preparation of a book on new ideas in teaching 
geography at universities (different curricula, 
content, methods, etc.). There was agreement 
that future EUGEO conferences should 
preferably be held during years when there is 
no IGU Congress or Regional Conference. The 
‗metajournal‘ concept, as a kind of revival of 
Bibliographie Géographique Internationale 
(supported by IGU but no longer published) 
was raised with a view to further exploration by 
both IGU and EUGEO. The CNFG has 
proposed ‗Le Nuit du Géographie‘ (the night of 
geography‘) as a potential field of cooperation 
with considerable support indicated from 
several European nations. Liaison between IGU 
and EUGEO is clearly needed to coordinate 
cooperation and Droogleever-Fortuijn, 
supported by Lemarchand were nominated. A 
joint IGU-EUGEO event at the Istanbul 
Congress 2020 is planned.  Two additional 
projects were proposed, viz. i) how to increase 
the visibility and the status of geography across 
the world ii) wider distribution of the Charter 
on Geographical Education, translated into 
various national languages. IGU National 
Committees and national geographic societies 
can play a key role in both initiatives. The next 
EUGEO congress will be held in Warsaw, 
Poland, April 13-14, 2018 (to celebrate the 
centennial of the Polish Geographical Society). 
The 2019 event is scheduled for the third week 
of May, in association with the annual congress 
of the Irish Geographical Society. 

EGAL/EGAL. dell‘Agnese had been unable to 
attend the La Paz conference due to health 
issues. The next event will be in Ecuador 
during 2019. It was agreed that, if possible, an 
IGU Thematic Conference should be held in 
association with this major meeting. 
Dell‘Agnese agreed to explore this opportunity 
further.  

IAG (International Association of 
Geomorphologists) Meadows is attending the 
upcoming (November) IAG Congress in Delhi, 
India and will discuss further the proposal to 
initiate a joint IGU/IAG Commission/Working 
Group along the lines of the Toponymy model.  

Relations with other organizations (e.g. 
AAG, RGS, ICA (All). The Executive Director 
of the RGS is retiring at the end of 2017 and the 
IGU has been asked to contribute to the ‗book 
of tribute‘. Meadows will draft the tribute on 
behalf of IGU. Kolosov attended the 150 year 
celebrations of the Società Geografica Italiana 
and presented a gift on behalf of IGU.  

International Geographical Congresses, IGU 
Regional Conferences and Thematic 
Conferences 

Regional Conference, Québec, Canada, 2018.  
The MoU is now ready for signatures in both 
English and French versions and was signed at 
the meeting. Meadows thanked the Québec 
LOC for translating the Conference and 
Congress MOU into French. The Olympiad 
Task Force has requested an increased LOC 
subvention of US$7500 (from US$5000); it 
was agreed that this was too late for the Québec 
and Istanbul events but could be implemented 
for subsequent IGU Congresses and Regional 
Congresses. Meadows proposed that IGU funds 
be used to supplement the Olympiad in Québec 
in the amount of US$2500. This proposal was 
approved.  

IGU Congress 2020 Istanbul. Gönençgil 
presented a brief progress report on the 2020 
International Geographical Congress. The dates 
are now confirmed at 17th to 21st August 2020 
at the University of Istanbul. The proposed 
regular participant registration fee is Euro 350 
(early bird). The Congress budget was 
presented based on the attendance of 
approximately 1500 to 1750 participants in 
total. Questions were raised about the viability 
of the event given the perceived security risk 
and the current political situation in the country. 
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It was suggested that IGU Commission and 
Task Force chairs be consulted as to whether 
they will likely participate or not. It was 
decided, however, not to do so at this stage and 
to reconsider the situation at the next EC 
meeting. Gönençgil emphasised that, despite 
perceptions Istanbul is as safe as other 
European cities and that, notwithstanding 
national politics, the 2020 Congress is a 
scientific meeting. Kolosov suggested that the 
Istanbul LOC could compile a short article for 
the eNewsletter about progress in organising the 
Congress emphasising the importance of the 
event for the Turkish geographical community 
(Gönençgil). The new website design at 
www.igc2020.org has now gone live.  

IGU Extraordinary Congress, Paris 2022. 
Lemarchand reported briefly on progress and 
the scheduled meeting at the end of October at 
which bids from three potential commercial 
congress organizers will be presented; 
following this meeting, the local organizing 
committee will select the winning bid. 

IGU Congress Dublin 2024. There is nothing 
to report at this stage.  

Thematic conferences. Himiyama noted that 
he will attend the Bucharest IGU Thematic 
Conference.  

Kolosov indicated that the organization of the 
June 2018 Thematic Conference is underway. 
The welcome party is scheduled to be held at 
the Moscow Club of Scholars, with scientific 

sessions at the Academy of Sciences. Kolosov 
noted that the conference would represent an 
ideal opportunity to reestablish the suspended 
IGU Mountains Commission. Several post-
conference field excursions are planned. 
Proposals for sessions are still being accepted.  

Other Business 

IGU Awards: Lauréat d‘Honneur. Meadows 
has contacted Ruth Fincher, as chair of the 
Awards subcommittee, who has agreed to 
initiate the nomination process for this award in 
good time for the Québec Regional Conference 
2018. There was discussion regarding who may 
be appropriate nominees for this award; 
nominations will need to be made following 
publication of the announcement. Kolosov 
reminded the meeting of the possibility, raised 
some time ago, of an award for a senior scholar 
who has made an outstanding contribution to 
practice. This suggestion is to be put to the 
appropriate subcommittee.  

Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 17h35 on 8th 
September 2017. Droogleever-Fortuijn was 
congratulated and thanked warmly for her fine 
arrangements and warm hospitality in 
facilitating the meeting. 
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Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting 
Gakushi-Kaikan, Tokyo, Japan 

9th to 12th April 2018 
 
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and Introductions 

The meeting was hosted and chaired by 
President Himiyama, who welcomed Past 
President Vladimir Kolosov, Secretary-General 
Mike Meadows, First Vice-President Joos 
Droogleever-Fortuijn and Vice-Presidents, 
Barbaros Gönençgil, Iain Hay, Nathalie 
Lemarchand, RB Singh and Elena dell‘ Agnese. 
Apologies were received from Vice-Presidents 
Rémy Tremblay and Chenghu Zhou. 

Adoption of the Schedule and Agenda 

The schedule and agenda was discussed and 
adopted. President Himiyama outlined 
logistical issues for the meeting.  

Minutes 

The minutes of the Amsterdam meeting in 
September 2018, previously approved via 
email, were tabled and confirmed. Tremblay, 
assisted by Lemarchand, had kindly facilitated 
their translation into French for distribution in 
the IGU e-Newsletter. 

Organization and Operations 

Executive Committee Member Reports. All 
EC members tendered reports on their activities 
since the last meeting. A summary of all the EC 
activity reports will be made available to the 
General Assembly in Istanbul (2020). 

Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 
2018 onwards. The next meeting of the 
Executive Committee would be held in 
association with the upcoming IGU-CAG 
Regional Conference in (dates are 6th to 10th 
August 2018) – i.e. arrivals on 4th August, 
meeting on 5th August and morning of 6th. Any 
newly elected EC members will be invited to 
attend the Québec meeting. Singh offered to 

host the autumn 2018 meeting in Aligarh with 
the following proposed schedule: Arrivals 
November 30th 2018, EC meeting December 1st 
and 2nd December 2018, field excursion 3rd 
December 2018, departures 4th December 
2018). It was initially suggested that an EC 
meeting should be held in association with the 
AAG in Washington DC, USA, in April 2019, 
although the alternative of a meeting in Ireland 
in May 2019 in association with the EUGEO 
Congress that several EC members will be 
attending anyway (venue and final dates to be 
confirmed). Gönençgil offered to host a 
meeting in Istanbul, Turkey, in September 
2019. Hay offered to host a meeting in 
Adelaide in April 2020. 

IGU Financial Report and Projection. 
Meadows presented a brief update on the 
financial situation in the three accounts held in 
Cape Town, as well as on the status of the 
Promotion and Solidarity Fund held in the 
United States under responsibility of former 
IGU President Abler. The IGU financial 
situation is stable and, indeed, the Promotion 
and Solidarity Fund (endowment) continues to 
grow (the balance exceeds US$100k).  

IGU National Membership update. 
Following the e-ballot, Kyrgyz Republic is 
accepted as a full member country of the IGU. 
Philippines has expressed an interest again in 
bringing membership up to date. It was 
affirmed that the IGU should maintain open 
communications with all of its national 
committees irrespective of their timely payment 
of dues with the hope of resumption of 
payment. Communications with Honduras and 
Madagascar are showing some promise. There 
was considerable discussion around the issue of 
membership fees but it was agreed at this stage 
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that there is no compelling reason to change the 
structure.  

IGU Commission and Task Force update. 
The Commission Excellence award sub-
committee has considered the 2016-17 
Commission and Task Force reports and has 
decided that the award for 2017 should be 
presented to the IGU Commission on Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Change. Droogleever-
Fortuijn has undertaken a detailed review of the 
IGU Commissions and Task Forces and noted 
that only two Commissions had failed to submit 
annual reports. While some commissions are 
less active (a small number reported no 
substantial activities in 2017) most continue to 
hold meetings, update their websites and 
distribute newsletters etc. The relevant EC 
members were requested to follow-up on those 
that were indicated to be less active. 
Droogleever-Fortujn noted that there are some 
cases of dual steering committee membership 
(i.e. where an individual is listed as a member 
on more than one commission) and that these 
should be identified. As Secretary-General, 
Meadows will write to the chairs of the 
commissions in question, as well as the 
individuals so identified requesting a resolution. 

IYGU. Although the International Year of 
Global Understanding project has had its 
closing ceremony in Jena, in November 2017, 
Benno Werlen continues to work on the project 
with a view to its further development. The 
Executive Committee congratulated Professor 
Werlen on his appointment to a UNESCO 
Chair in Global Understanding for 
Sustainability, which will be inaugurated on 2nd 
May 2018 in Jena, Germany. Droogleever-
Fortuijn will attend the event as representative 
of the IGU. 

IGU EC elections. Meadows, as electoral 
officer, reported on the outcome of the e-Ballot 
for three Vice-President positions on the 
Executive Committee. Of the 52 eligible 
national member countries, 48 voted as 
indicated below. The votes were tallied by 

former IGU President Ron Abler, as well as 
Meadows himself as electoral officer. The 
results of the e-ballot are as follows: 

Secretary-General and Treasurer: Nominated: 
RB Singh; Votes for: 45; abstentions: 3. 
Professor RB Singh is duly elected as 
Secretary-General and Treasurer of the 
International Geographical Union for the period 
2018-2022 and will take up office at the 
conclusion of the Québec Regional Conference 
in August 2018. The election of Professor 
Singh, as Vice-President, will create a vacancy 
in the Executive Committee from August 2018 
onwards. It was agreed that a call for 
nominations for this vacancy should be made as 
soon as possible and to hold a further e-Ballot 
to ensure that it is filled immediately after the 
Québec conference. It was further agreed that, 
in order to facilitate the transition to the newly 
elected Secretary-General and Treasurer, 
Professor Meadows be appointed by the 
Executive Committee (in accordance with 
provisions in the Statutes) as Assistant 
Secretary-General and Treasurer for the period 
August 2018 to August 2020.  

Vice-President (three vacancies).  

Name of nominee Country Votes 

Prof Elena dell‘ Agnese Italy 34 

Prof Bojie Fu China-Beijing 21 

Prof Iain Hay Australia 34 

Prof Rubén Lois-Gonzalez Spain 20 

Prof Negrete-Sepúlveda Chile 14 
 
Accordingly, Professors dell‘ Agnese, Hay and 
Fu are elected as Vice-Presidents of the 
International Geographical Union for the period 
2018-2022 and will take up office at the 
conclusion of the Québec Regional Conference 
in August 2018. The Executive Committee 
congratulated the successful candidates and 
thanked all nominees for being willing to stand. 
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IGU Website and social media.  The IGU 
website continues to be updated periodically. 
Both the Facebook and Twitter social media 
links are regularly utilised. There remains a 
need to update the list of Congresses on the 
website (Meadows). Lemarchand noted that 
further improvements are needed in the French 
and Spanish versions of the website. Meadows 
agreed to address some of the structural 
changes required and that the assistance of the 
French and Spanish national committees could 
prove helpful in this regard. 

IGU Bulletin. Volume 65-66 (for the years 
2015 and 2016) has been printed and 
distributed by surface mail. There will be an 
opportunity for manual circulation at the 2018 
Québec Regional Conference.  A pdf of the 
volume will be posted on the IGU website, 
alongside all the others. The availability of the 
Bulletin in electronic form via the website 
indicates that the number of printed copies can 
be reduced in future. 

IGU eNewsletter. The consistent efforts of 
former Vice-President Bellezza were again 
noted with much appreciation. The latest 
edition (Volume NS25) was published and 
circulated in January 2018. It is hoped that he 
will continue to produce the e-Newsletter and 
update the Home of Geography website.  

OurSus. Ton Dietz is now retired but continues 
to work in this project; he has commenced work 
on extending OurSus activities with examples 
from African cities.   

Partner publishing proposal. Edward Elgar 
have undertaken to support the IGU financially 
but the detailed nature of this still needs to be 
effected. Elgar has agreed to the publication of 
a new IGU book series (IGU Contemporary 
Geographies) edited by Hay and Meadows; 
suggested topics and authors have been 
communicated to Edward Elgar and 
representatives are at the AAG promoting the 
new series. The suggestion was made to 
approach the Commissions regarding further 

topics and authors and the point was made 
strongly that the author list should be inclusive 
of the multipole diversities of international 
geographies.   

Summer School proposal. The idea of running 
publishing workshops aimed at younger and 
low income country geographers was 
introduced by dell‘ Agnese. There is an 
identified need for such activities and it was 
suggested that they could be held initially in 
association with major IGU events. Funding is 
the obvious constraint but if these are streamed 
or recorded, then the participation can be 
broadened. The Young and Early Career Task 
Force is already active in this regard and can be 
approached with a view to taking the initiative 
forward. 

Cooperation and Outreach  

Festival International de Géographie (FIG). 
Lemarchand tabled a report on the latest FIG 
(September 2017). The roundtable discussion 
organized with the CNFG on "the new 
challenges of training in geography‖ held at the 
city hall, Saturday morning, ahead of the 
awards ceremony. With IGU and CNFG, three 
geographers ‘associations participated, French 
Geographers Association (AGF), Association 
of History and Geography Teachers (APHG) 
and the National Federation of Students in 
Geography (AFNEG). About 40 people 
attended and debates focused on geography 
training, teacher training and IGU action. Many 
topics were discussed, including the link 
between high school and university, 
improvements in pedagogy at university and 
jobs in geography, etc. Despite changes in the 
structure of the organization and the fact that 
less money is available, the link between FIG 
and the IGU is regarded as important  

IGU Representatives on International 
Bodies. A brief report was received from IGU 
nominee on CROP (Professor Etienne Nel who 
is now chair of its Scientific Committee) about 
its activities. The IGU will be nominating 
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candidates for membership of the ICSU 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. 

ICSU (incl. GeoUnions) and ISSC. The 
legalities underlying the merger of the two 
bodies into the International Science Council 
(ISC) are underway and will be finalized in 
time for the inaugural General Assembly in 
Paris in early July. Meadows has been 
shortlisted for the position of Secretary and 
former V-P Fincher is shortlisted for a position 
on the board. Himiyama agreed to draft a letter 
to Commission and National Committee chairs 
with a view to their lobbying their relevant ISC 
national representatives to support Meadows 
and Fincher as it is important for geographers to 
be represented on the board of the ISC. 

CODATA and WDS. Gönençgil had attended 
the CODATA meeting at the Royal Society in 
London. The issue of how to remain connected 
with CODATA was raised. IGU wishes to 
nominate an individual for one of the vacant 
Executive Committee meetings but attempts to 
contact this individual have so far proved 
unsuccessful. Gönençgil and Singh were 
nominated to explore the possibility of 
establishing a Task Force and will report back 
at the next EC meeting. 

WSSF. Benno Werlen is organising a session at 
the World Social Science Forum to be held at 
Fukuoka from 25th to 28th September 2018.  

CIPSH. Kolosov is still awaiting further news 
from the Secretary.  

EUGEO. IGU continues to develop a special 
relationship with EUGEO. EUGEO will be 
represented in Québec and IGU members will 
be present at their next major meeting in 
Ireland. The possibility of a plurilingual, open 
access journal was again raised. 

EGAL/UGAL. dell‘ Agnese reported that the 
next EGAL will be in Quito Ecuador, April 
2019. The Commission on Latin American 
Studies is in discussion about the possibility of 

a post-conference seminar under the IGU 
banner.  

Relations with other organizations (e.g. 
AAG, RGS, ICA (All). ICA Conference is in 
Tokyo on 2019; Himiyama and RB Singh will 
attend and represent IGU. Relations with RGS 
continue to be very cordial. An invitation has 
been received from ISCU to attend the third 
Science Technology and Innovation (STI) 
multi-stakeholder forum in New York on 5th to 
6th June 2018. IGU should be prepared to 
participate fully in this event in 2019.  

UNESCO-Japan prize. UNESCO has 
launched the fourth edition of the UNESCO-
Japan Prize on Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD). Funded by the 
Government of Japan, the Prize annually 
rewards three outstanding ESD projects and 
programmes with US$ 50,000 each. There 
being insufficient time to nominate for the 2018 
award it was agreed to consider this when the 
2019 prize is announced and ensure that the 
IGU Commissions and Task Forces are 
consulted regarding projects suitable for 
nomination.  

International Geographical Congresses, IGU 
Regional Conferences and Thematic 
Conferences 

Regional Conference, Québec, Canada, 2018. 
The Local Organizing Committee has all 
arrangements in hand and registrations appear 
to indicate good attendance. The number of 
travel grant applications is less than in previous 
conferences, although there is a strong 
indication of interest from Africa, including 
Francophone countries. 

IGU Congress 2020 Istanbul. Gönençgil 
presented a brief progress report on the 2020 
International Geographical Congress and the 
associated Olympiad. The Scientific, Local 
Organizing and Honorary Committees are all in 
progress. There is a clear action plan involving 
increasing visibility but much of the work will 
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only begin after the Québec Regional 
Conference. The website is fully operational 
and the suggested timeline of activities is 
realistic. The appropriate marketing channels 
have been considered; the financial model is 
based on an estimate of 1700 participants 
(although it is hoped that there will be more).   

IGU Extraordinary Congress, Paris 2022. 
Antoine le Blanc submitted a brief report on 
progress, which is proceeding on several fronts, 
including selection of a commercial conference 
organizing company and the next step will be to 
sign the contract.  Lemarchand emphasized some 
elements of the report and noted that there will 
be a Paris 2022 presence at the Québec Regional 
Conference. The intention is that 2022 will be 
the ‗Year of Geography‘ in France. ‗La Nuit de 
la Géographie‘ event was held again on 6th April 
and was regarded as a resounding success and 
there were activities in dozens of European 
cities. UNESCO is very interested in developing 
this further as a fully international project. 

Kolosov reported briefly on the two meetings of 
the Centennial Task Force, in Lille in 2017 and in 
Paris in March 2018. Two volumes of the 
centenary volume are planned and prospective 
chapters and possible authors have been 
identified, although the list remains work in 
progress. The incompleteness of the IGU archives 
(most especially prior to 1956) is a challenge; the 
suggestion has been made to contact the National 
Committees of different countries with a view to 
exploring their own archives in relation to IGU 
activities. The next meeting of the Task Force will 
be held in association with the Québec Regional 
Conference. 

IGU Congress Dublin 2024. There is nothing 
further to report at this stage.  

Thematic conferences. Moscow, June 2018. 
Kolosov reported that more than 1000 abstracts 
have been submitted and it is expected now that 
the number of registrations will ultimately 
exceed 600, rather more than originally 
anticipated. Ten IGU Commissions and Task 

Forces have proposed sessions. There will be a 
special day on geographical education and a 
programme for teachers.  

Koper, Slovenia, September 2019. A proposal 
has been received from the Chair of the IGU 
National Committee for Slovenia regarding a 
Thematic Conference with the theme: 
Transformation of Traditional Cultural 
Landscapes, to be held at the University of 
Primorska, Faculty of Humanities, Koper. The 
proposal indicates the involvement of four IGU 
Commissions, viz. Land Use and Land Cover 
Change, Biogeography and Biodiversity, Local 
and Regional Development, and Mediterranean 
Basin. This was approved as a Thematic 
Conference of the IGU. The publicity 
documentation should be in French and English. 
Meadows will communicate this decision to the 
proposers. There was further discussion around 
the criteria for IGU ‗Thematic Conference‘; the 
minutes of the Québec meeting were referred to, 
in particular the fact that such proposals should 
reach the EC not less than 18 months in advance. 
It was agreed to change this wording to ‗12 to 18 
months‘ in advance.  

Other Business 

A recently received communication from 
geographers in Belgium indicates that as part of 
the reformation of compulsory education in the 
French-speaking part of Belgium it has been 
decided to remove Geography from the third year 
of secondary school onwards. Belgian colleagues 
are naturally very concerned about this and have 
asked if IGU would support their petition. 
Individuals can of course endorse the petition as 
individuals, but it was further agreed to ask the 
Belgian colleagues to prepare a draft letter, 
referring to the International Declaration of 
Geographical Education adopted jointly in 2016 
by the IGU, EUGEO and Eurogeo, to be sent by 
the IGU President to the appropriate authorities. 

Gönençgil tabled the invitation from the 
University of Eastern Mediterranean, Northern 
Cyprus, seeking support from IGU for a 
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meeting under the theme of Women‘s Studies. 
It was agreed to put the proposers in contact 
with the chairs of relevant IGU Commissions, 
inter alia. Gender, Political Geography, 
Population Geography, Urban Geography, 
Cultural Approach, Sustainability of Rural 
Systems, Education, Mediterranean. 

Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 12h20 on 11th April 
2018. Himiyama was congratulated and 
thanked warmly for his fine arrangements and 
warm hospitality in facilitating the meeting.
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Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting 
Hôtel Château Laurier, Québec City, Canada, 

4th-6th August, 2018 
 
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and Introductions 

The meeting was chaired by President 
Himiyama, who welcomed Past President 
Vladimir Kolosov, Secretary-General Mike 
Meadows, First Vice-President Joos 
Droogleever-Fortuijn and Vice-Presidents, 
Barbaros Gönençgil, Nathalie Lemarchand, RB 
Singh, Rémy Tremblay and Elena dell‘Agnese. 
Apologies were received from Vice-Presidents 
Iain Hay and Chenghu Zhou. In attendance: 
Xiaoyi Ma (for Chenghu Zhou) and Rubén 
Camilo Lois-Gonzáles (Vice-President elect). 
Bojie Fu (Vice-President elect) attended for the 
sessions on 6th August 2018.  

Minutes 

The minutes of the Tokyo meeting in April 
2018, previously approved via email, were 
tabled and confirmed. The French translation is 
still pending. It was agreed that only the 
approved version of the minutes should be 
translated and posted online and in the IGU e-
Newsletter and that Giuliano Bellezza be 
requested to delay their publication until the 
final ratified version is made available along 
with the French version. The President 
reminded EC members of the importance of 
carefully screening the draft minutes and 
correcting them as appropriate so that the final 
version is available within three weeks of the 
relevant meeting (and the equivalent French 
version two to three weeks later).  

Organization and Operations 

Executive Committee Member Reports EC 
members tendered reports on their activities 
since the last meeting. Reports were received 
from most EC members. A summary of all the 
EC activity reports will be compiled and made 

available at the General Assembly in Istanbul 
(2020).  

Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 
2018 onwards The next meeting of the 
Executive Committee meeting is to be held in 
Aligarh, India, with the following proposed 
schedule: arrivals November 30th 2018, EC 
meeting December 1st, field excursion 2nd 
December, EC meeting morning 3rd December 
2018, departures 4th December 2018. RB Singh 
provided an update on his visit to Washington 
DC recently where he had discussions with 
senior parties in both the National Science 
Foundation and the National Academies and 
indicated that there is a possibility that a 
meeting venue and local accommodation 
arrangements would be available for the EC if 
we meet in association with the AAG meeting 
from 1st to 3rd April 2019. Kolosov noted the 
insurmountable practical difficulties that he 
would endure in obtaining a visa for the US. 
The alternative of a meeting in Ireland from 
15th to 18th May 2019 in association with the 
EUGEO Congress (Galway) was discussed; 
several EC members will be attending this 
meeting anyway. Himiyama agreed to make 
further enquiries with a view to obtaining 
support for a meeting of the EC in Galway. 
Gönençgil suggested that his original offer to 
host a meeting in Istanbul, Turkey, in 
September 2019 could be moved to April/May 
2019. Beijing/Shanghai and Santiago de 
Compostela are also viable options for future 
EC meetings. The final decision was held over 
pending further information.  

IGU Financial Report and Projection 
Meadows presented a brief update on the 
financial situation in the three accounts held in 
Cape Town, as well as on the status of the 
Promotion and Solidarity Fund held in the 
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United States under responsibility of former 
IGU President Abler. While 2018 is a year of 
rather high expenses for the Executive 
Committee (with the International Science 
Council General Assembly, three EC meetings 
and travel grants for the Québec Regional 
meeting among other commitments), the IGU 
financial situation remains stable within 
acceptable limits. Meadows will send 
membership dues reminders to those countries 
still with outstanding accounts for 2018. With 
regard to the Promotion and Solidarity Fund, 
Tremblay suggested the possibility of moving 
these funds to a bank in Canada, regarded as 
very secure; a local representative would be 
needed as contact person (Tremblay agreed to 
this in principle). Meadows agreed to follow the 
matter up with an appropriate bank in Canada at 
a suitable moment during the Québec Regional 
Conference.  

IGU National Membership update The 
accuracy of IGU National Committee 
membership was discussed, particularly in 
relation to the IGU website. Lemarchand had 
recently contacted all the relevant chairs for the 
countries for which she has responsibility and 
noted that a number 12 of changes are required 
(in two cases the person listed as chair for a 
particular country is deceased). In some cases, 
for example Cote d‘Ivoire and Madagascar, 
there are very promising signs of renewal of 
activity. Meadows agreed to address the 
accuracy of the contact details on the website 
with the assistance of EC members who need to 
inform him of any inaccuracies. Rubén Camilo 
Lois-Gonzáles reported on communication with 
an appropriate organization in Portugal and in 
some Latin American countries. A hand-
delivered letter from an Iranian delegate to the 
Québec Regional Conference has indicated 
there is an intention to renew the membership 
of that country.  

IGU Commission and Task Force update 
Droogleever-Fortuijn reported on recent 
communications with the chair of the Olympiad 

Task Force. The Québec iGeo is currently 
underway and is expected to be a great success 
given the number of participating teams (43). 
She reported that the Task Force had not 
received the US$5000 from the local organizing 
committee (LOC) as agreed in the Québec 
Conference Memorandum of Understanding. 
Given the importance and urgency of the 
situation, Meadows had taken the decision to 
advance the equivalent sum to the Task Force 
in order to enable the event to proceed (IGU 
expects to be reimbursed by the Québec LOC 
after the meeting as the signed MoU is a legally 
binding document). It was proposed to amend 
the wording of the Congress and Conference 
MoU in order to ensure that the agreed sum 
(which is now US$7500) be made available for 
the Olympiad Task Force to administer the 
iGeo. Dell‘Agnese continues to follow up the 
possible rejuvenation of suspended 
Commissions on Indigenous Knowledges and 
Peoples, and Mountains; she reported on the 
possibility of a new Commission proposal on 
‗Research Methodologies in Geography‘. There 
is a need for a new Chair of the Commission on 
Geography and Future Earth due to the fact that 
the incumbent, Bojie Fu, is taking up a position 
on the EC. The annual Commission and Task 
Force reports will be called for shortly (Singh) 
with a return date of 15th December 2018.  

IYGU Werlen has proposed an extension of the 
International Year of Global Understanding 
project. Werlen had requested that he be 
allowed to use some of the 2018 IGU grant to 
IYGU to supplement funds from other sources 
to provide supplementary support for secretarial 
assistance. However, since IGU had already 
committed those funds for specific purposes 
(e.g. completion of the remaining IYGU 
booklets), the request was declined. Werlen has 
indicated that, with the establishment of the 
International Science Council, the time is now 
right for a ―2020‘s Science Decade for Global 
Understanding‖ (SDGU). Werlen is preparing a 
first outline of the SDGU for the (final) World 
Social Science Forum in Fukuoka (Japan) and 
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will submit this formally to the ISC as an 
outreach project. IGU strongly supports this 
initiative in principle but makes no financial 
commitment in this regard. The need for the 
IGU Commission on Global Understanding to 
take the lead in this matter was highlighted.  

IGU elections 2018 Meadows reported on 
changes to the IGU Executive Committee 
following two sets of elections during this year. 
Professors dell‘ Agnese, Hay and Fu were 
elected by eballot as Vice-Presidents of the 
International Geographical Union for the period 
2018-2022 and will take up (or resume) office 
at the conclusion of the Québec Regional 
Conference in August 2018. Since Prof RB 
Singh was elected (in the same e-ballot) as 
Secretary-General and Treasurer of IGU this 
left a vacancy on the executive which 
necessitated a second nomination call. Only one 
nomination was received and Professor Rubén 
Camilo Lois-Gonzáles (Spain) was duly elected 
by e-ballot of the General Assembly. The 
appointment of Prof Meadows as Assistant to 
the newly elected Secretary-General and 
Treasurer for the period 2018-2020 was 13 
confirmed and practical arrangements for the 
implementation of this situation were discussed 
and agreed. Vice-President Tremblay has 
submitted a letter of resignation and reluctantly 
wishes to step down from his position as Vice-
President. The matter of how to fill the vacancy 
on the EC was discussed and a decision 
deferred pending submission of suggestions 
with a final decision to be made at the follow-
up EC meeting to take place after the closing 
ceremony of the Québec Regional Conference.  

IGU Website and social media The IGU 
website continues to be updated periodically. 
Both the Facebook and Twitter social media 
links are regularly utilised. Dr. Anupam Pandey 
has been approached with a view to managing 
the IGU Facebook presence. There remains a 
need to update the list of Congresses on the 
website (Meadows). Lemarchand noted that 
further improvements are needed in the French 

and Spanish versions of the website. Meadows 
agreed to address some of the structural 
changes required and that the assistance of the 
French and Spanish national committees could 
prove helpful in this regard.  

IGU Bulletin and IGU eNewsletter Volume 
67-68 of the IGU Bulletin (for the years 2017 
and 2018) will be prepared early in 2019 by 
Singh with assistance from Meadows. The 
consistent efforts of former Vice-President 
Bellezza were again noted with much 
appreciation. The latest edition (Volumes NS26 
and NS27) was published and circulated in 
April and July 2018 respectively. It was noted 
that Bellezza wishes to continue to produce the 
e-Newsletter. Tremblay agreed to approach 
Bellezza with an offer of assistance, especially 
in regard to translating some particular sections 
into French.  

IGU social media Singh noted plans to further 
develop the IGU Facebook (and Instagram) 
account to facilitate communication with 
interested parties and has identified an 
appropriate individual to develop this. 
Tremblay agreed to remain responsible for the 
Twitter account and suggested that IGU should 
more widely publicise the existence of this 
account (Singh).  

OurSus Droogleever-Fortuijn reported that 
Ton Dietz has continued to attempt to 
strengthen the connection of OurSus with the 
IGU Urban Commission but this has not proved 
very fruitful. The project itself remains vibrant 
and successful in China only, although there are 
some technical challenges relating to website 
structure and compatibility issues. It seems that 
the extension of OurSus activities to countries 
beyond China is not working as well as 
anticipated and, Droogleever-Fortuin agreed to 
discuss with Ton Dietz how to improve the 
situation and will report back at the December 
2019 EC meeting in Aligarh, India.  

Partner publishing proposal The Springer 
series entitled: Advances in Geographical and 
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Environmental Sciences has now reached nine 
volumes, at least six of which have emanated 
from the IGU Commissions. The new Springer 
series focused on the Sustainable Development 
Goals is also progressing well, with some 15 
volumes at various stages of development. 
There is nothing further to report at this stage 
with respect to the Edward Elgar IGU series on 
Contemporary Geographies; the question was 
raised as to whether the publisher would 
consider a volume in a language other than 
English. Meadows agreed to follow this up. The 
first volume of the new Springer Series on 
World Regional Geography (The Netherlands 
and the Dutch, edited by de Mulder, de Pater 
and Droogleever-Fortuijn) has also now been 
published; this also bears the IGU logo. 
Tremblay noted that many of the commercial 
publishers in Geography only publish in 
English and that such books are often 
unaffordable in the developing world where 
there is a clear need for quality publications. 
There is also a need to make more accessible 
the works of authors who are very well-known 
in Francophone (or other regions) but not very 
visible in the Anglophone world of academic 
geography.  

Summer School proposal dell‘ Agnese 
reported that the proposed new Commission 
(referred to above) would also be responsible 
for organizing a summer school in regard to 
research methodologies under the IGU banner.  

Cooperation and Outreach 

Festival International de Géographie (FIG) 
Lemarchand reported that IGU will again have 
a round table at the 2018 FIG (5th to 7th 
October) in association with CNFG entitled: 
―What is the use of doing geography: science-
society relations‖. Lemarchand is also 
delivering a lecture and is trying to arrange a 
meeting with the FIG Scientific Director and 
the Mayor of St Dié to further improve and 
develop relations to our mutual benefit.  

IGU Representatives on International Bodies 
Meadows reported that the most important 
development is the election of two 
Geographers, Ruth Fincher and Anna Davies, to 
the Governing Board of the newly established 
International Science Council, ISC. IGU no 
longer has a nominee on the Scientific 
Committee of Future Earth.  

International Science Council Lemarchand 
and Himiyama attended the GeoUnions 
meeting ahead of the inaugural ISC General 
Assembly in Paris in early July. IUGG, one of 
the nine socalled GeoUnions, has established 
that involves ‗mapping‘ their activities to the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals and it was 
agreed that IGU should attempt this through the 
Commissions. It was agreed that the 
Commissions and Task Forces should be 
requested to provide this kind of information so 
that the IGU contributions to SDGs can be 
established and that this can enable the 
identification of research areas of synergy 
around the SDGs. The matter will be raised 
initially at the Chairs meeting at the Québec 
Regional Conference but there will need to be a 
follow-up exercise to establish in more detail 
what particular initiatives and activities are 
being undertaken that relate to the SDGs 
(Singh). The inaugural General Assembly of 
the ISC was attended by Himiyama, Meadows 
and Lemarchand. A major item on the agenda 
was the elections for Governing Board 
members. Meadows was nominated and 
shortlisted for the position of Secretary but was 
not elected. Two Geographers were elected as 
ordinary members of the Governing Board (see 
above) and, in addition, there were four other 
representatives of the GeoUnions elected. IGU 
has proposed ‗Science Education‘ as an 
important element of the future work of the ISC 
and it is hoped that, among other initiatives, 
such as the SDGU, this will be promoted and 
followed up in particular by the two 
geographers on the Governing Board. The IGU 
Statutes will need to be amended in order to 
accommodate the fact that we are full scientific 
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members of ISC. Singh agreed to attend to this 
as his first task as incoming Secretary-General 
and Treasurer. The IUBS-INQUA-WRP project 
entitled ‗TropICSU‘ was discussed. The 
information on the project was sent recently to 
the broader IGU community. Himiyama 
suggested that the project be advertised at the 
Chairs meeting at the upcoming Québec 
Regional Conference and that the recently 
received pdf poster be circulated reinforcing the 
strong endorsement that IGU has already given 
to this project (Meadows).  

CODATA and WDS Gönençgil and Singh had 
been requested to explore the possibility of 
establishing an IGU Task Force in relation to 
geographical data, including ‗Big Data‘. Singh 
reported that he had recently had the 
opportunity to meet with the chair of 
CODATA. Gönençgil had circulated the 
Commission chairs following his attendance at 
the CODATA meeting in London last year but 
there was no response. Singh suggested that the 
Istanbul 2020 Congress 15 could host a session 
on CODATA. Himiyama noted that requests 
are regularly received from both CODATA and 
WDS for action but IGU does not as yet have a 
systematic means of dealing with such requests. 
An IGU Task Force (or special Committee) 
related to geographical data, including big data, 
is one possibility. dell‘Agnese suggested that 
the newly proposed Commission on 
Methodology in Geographical Research could 
establish a sub-group of specialists on 
geographical data. It was agreed that this matter 
would be raised at the Chairs meeting to be held 
shortly in association with the Québec Regional 
Conference.  

WSSF Some sessions at the World Social 
Science Forum (the first major meeting under 
the ISC banner) to be held at Fukuoka, Japan, 
from 25th to 28th September 2018 are being 
organised by Geographers (notably Yamazaki, 
Ishikawa and Werlen). Himiyama will be in 
attendance.  

CIPSH Kolosov reported that a meeting of 
CIPSH was held in Xiamen immediately after 
the Tokyo EC meeting in April 2018, although 
he was unable to attend this in person. He 
reported that CIPSH continues to seek new 
members among relevant associations. Strategic 
initiatives were discussed, among which the 
‗Global History of Humanity‘ in which a 
number of thematic histories would be brought 
together. There was a proposal to develop an 
integrated report on the Social Sciences and 
publish this online or in the form of a book but 
without funding this is unlikely to come to 
fruition. A third proposal to establish CIPSH 
Chairs along the lines of the type established by 
UNESCO;the requirements for such Chairs and 
their functions have already been worked out 
by a special commission. In conclusion, 
Kolosov suggested that some of the IGU 
Commissions can participate in one or more of 
these initiatives but further details are required 
before the Commission chairs can be 
approached. 

EUROGEO, EUGEO. Discussions are 
ongoing regarding a possible joint 
EUROGEO/EUGEO/IGU event on Higher 
Education at the EUGEO Galway Congress in 
May 2019, and several IGU EC members will 
participate.  

IAG Meadows noted that there is nothing 
further to report at this stage. The new joint 
Commission/Working Group is still in its early 
stages of development.  

EGAL/UGAL dell‘ Agnese reported that the 
next EGAL will be in Quito Ecuador, April 
2019. This is a huge event for Latin American 
and Spanish speaking Geographers, but that the 
initially proposed post-conference seminar 
under the IGU banner seems now unlikely to 
take place.  

Relations with other organizations (e.g. 
AAG, RGS, ICA) Singh noted that the 
International Union of the Scientific Study of 
Population is meeting in Hyderabad in 2021 
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and that the IGU Commission on Population 
Geography should be kept informed about this 
(Singh). Meadows will monitor the situation 
regarding the IUGS Congress to be held in 
Delhi in 2019.  

STI-SDG Forum IGU was not represented at 
this event in 2018 but it was agreed that we 
should monitor this carefully for possible 
participation in 2019.  

OceansObs ‘19, GOOS Currently IGU does 
not have any activities in relation to oceans 
although some of the Commissions that are 
active in the area of sustainability could be 
interested. Obs'19: ‗An Ocean of Opportunity‘ 
will take place in Honolulu, Hawaii, from 16-
20 September 2019. dell‘Agnese agreed to 
explore further the possibility of forming a 
Commission or Task Force in relation to ocean 
issues.  

UNESCO-Japan prize The nomination of 
IYGU has been submitted for the 2018 prize; 
the outcome is not yet known. The situation 
needs to be monitored and the call for the 2019 
issue of the prize should be circulated once the 
details are known.  

La Nuit de Géographie/Night of Geography 
The second version of the event took place, this 
time on a European scale, in early April 2018. 
UNESCO has been approached with a view to 
branding the event from 2019 onwards with 
very positive response thus far. Lemarchand 
will report on this to the IGU chairs at the 
upcoming meeting held in association with the 
Québec Regional Conference. The 2019 event 
will be held on April 5th. The organizers are to 
be congratulated for further developing this 
extraordinary event which can be a model for 
other sciences.  

UN-GGM Geospatial Societies, OSGeo The 
MOU between IGU and OSGeo will be 
highlighted at the Chairs meeting at the Québec 
Regional Conference. The GIS Commission in 

particular should be encouraged to become 
involved in this initiative.  

Silk Roads Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Sustainable Development Conference Fu 
proposed that IGU become a co-sponsor of this 
event, which is scheduled in Beijing, China, 
during May 11th to 12th 2019, and to offer to 
organize sessions within the conference. The 
broader theme is clearly important to IGU (and 
to the ISC in general). It was noted that the IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces are the 
appropriate bodies (the Commission on 
Hazards and Risks is especially relevant in this 
case) to engage with such initiatives. The event 
will be announced at the Chairs meeting of the 
Québec Regional Conference. It was agreed 
that the conference publicity may use the IGU 
logo.  

International Geographical Congresses, IGU 
Regional Conferences and Thematic 
Conferences  

Regional Conference, Québec, Canada, 2018 
Registration numbers for the conference exceed 
1400. Problems of poor communication with 
the local organizing committee have been 
experienced and a number of concerns have 
been raised by Commission and Task Force 
chairs regarding the structure of the scientific 
programme. Tremblay reported that some of the 
issues reported were related to the performance 
of the commercial company employed to deal 
with the conference logistics. A disappointing 
number of delegates have experienced visa 
problems, including several IGU travel grant 
awardees. The fact that registration fees had to 
be paid in full prior to abstract acceptance was 
also noted as a constraint.  

IGU Congress 2020 Istanbul Gönençgil 
presented a brief progress report on the 2020 
International Geographical Congress and the 
associated iGeo. Publicity material was 
distributed at the Moscow thematic conference 
in June and there is a booth at the Québec 
Regional Conference. The short promotional 



- 34 -

 31 

video which will be shown at the Québec 
Regional Conference was presented. 
Suggestions for the six to eight keynote 
speakers are welcomed. The second circular 
will be available after September and 
representatives of the local organizing 
committee will attend the Asian Geographical 
Conference scheduled for Guangzhou in early 
December 2018.  

IGU Extraordinary Congress, Paris 2022 
Lemarchand reported that the first organization 
meeting with the CNFG Commission Chairs 
has been held. CNFG Commissions have 
responded very positively so far to the proposed 
arrangements. Further discussions about 
establishing 2022 as the ‗Year of Geography‘ 
are underway. The commercial organisers have 
been requested to obtain quotations for possible 
venues for the Congress gala dinner. A special 
committee has been established within the 
CNFG, chaired by Laura Peaud, who is present 
at the Québec Regional Conference where 
publicity material will be distributed; Peaud is 
delivering a presentation on Paris 2022 at the 
closing ceremony of the Québec Regional 
Conference. In relation to the IGU Centennial 
and Sesquicentennial Task Force, Kolosov 
reported that further interviews with 
Geographers will be held (hosted by Mike de 
Vivo) at the Québec Regional Conference. 
Progress on the two planned centenary book 
volumes, to be published by Springer, on the 
History of the IGU will also be discussed in 
Québec by those members of the Task Force. 

IGU Congress Dublin 2024 There is nothing 
further to report at this stage.  

Thematic conferences. Moscow, June 2018 
Kolosov tabled a formal report and noted 
briefly that more than 750 participants attended, 
approximately one third from outside Russia 
(36 countries in all). The special day on 
geographical education for school teachers 
from the Moscow region was a success and the 
conference had received considerable attention 
from the media.  

Koper, Slovenia, September 2019. The first 
circular (In French and English) for the 
thematic conference in Slovenia from 24th to 
29th September 2019 is being distributed, co-
sponsored by five IGU Commissions.  

IGU Thematic Conference Lecce, Italy 
dell‘Agnese noted that the IGU Political 
Geography Commission is the proposer and 
there are now five IGU Commissions 
(including Cultural Approaches to Geography, 
History of Geography, Tourism and 
Toponymy) to co-sponsor a thematic 
conference on the theme ‗Geographies of 
Heritage: Policies, Uses and Governance of the 
Past‘ to be held April/May 2020. The thematic 
conference was approved subject to the 
submission of a formal proposal from the 
Political Geography Commission. dell‘Agnese 
agreed to communicate this requirement to the 
appropriate Commission chairs.  

Other Business 

The agenda for the EC meeting with IGU 
chairs, to be held at the Québec Regional 
Conference meeting, was discussed. Bruno 
Schelhaas, the IGU archivist, will be attending 
in order to explain the importance of archiving 
materials. Several other presentations from EC 
members are planned. Following the appeal for 
support in relation to the threat to the teaching 
of Geography as a named discipline as part of 
the school curriculum in Belgium, Himiyama 
had sent the requested letter but no response has 
been received. Droogleever-Fortuijn agreed to 
follow this up. Following recommendations of 
the IGU Awards Committee, four Lauréat 
d‘Honneur awards will be presented at the 
closing ceremony of the Québec Regional 
Conference. The Lauréats for 2018 are: 
Professors Ronald F Abler (USA), Richard Le 
Heron (New Zealand), Robyn Longhurst (New 
Zealand) and Atsuyuki Okabe (Japan). 

Adjourn 
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The meeting adjourned at 16h05 on 6th August 
2018. Tremblay was thanked warmly for his 
fine arrangements and his generous hospitality 
in facilitating the meeting.  

Follow-on Executive Committee meeting: 
Québec Congress Centre 

The meeting, the first formal meeting of the 
new IGU EC, commenced at 12h10 on 10th 
August 2018. The meeting was chaired by 
President Himiyama, who welcomed Past 
President Vladimir Kolosov, Secretary-General 
RB Singh, First Vice-President Joos 
Droogleever-Fortuijn and VicePresidents, 
Barbaros Gönençgil, Elena dell‘ Agnese, Rubén 
Camilo Lois-Gonzáles and Assistant Secretary-
General Michael Meadows. Apologies were 
received from Vice-Presidents Iain Hay, Bojie 
Fu and Nathalie Lemarchand. Executive 
Committee Meeting Calendar 2018 onwards. 
There was further discussion and agreement 
that the first EC meeting of 2019 would be held 
in association with the EUGEO conference in 

Galway, Ireland, with the following schedule: 
arrivals 13th May 2019, meeting 14th May and 
part of 15th May, thereafter joining the EUGEO 
meeting 15th to 18th May 2019.  

IGU Executive Committee composition. The 
resignation of Rémy Tremblay has created a 
vacancy for a Vice-President on the EC. 
Following considerable discussion as to how to 
proceed, given that the EC has appointed 
Meadows as Assistant Secretary-General and 
that Rémy Tremblay is willing to continue to 
assist the EC and its work in particular ways 
without holding the formal title of Vice-
President, it was agreed that there is no 
immediate need to fill the position until the 
2020 General Assembly. A call for nominations 
will be made in March 2020.  

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 13h10 
on 10th August 2018  
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Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting 

Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, India 
1st to 4th December 2018 

 
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and Introductions 

The meeting was chaired by President 
Himiyama, who welcomed Secretary-General 
RB Singh, and Vice-Presidents, Bojie Fu, 
Barbaros Gönençgil, Iain Hay, Nathalie 
Lemarchand, Elena dell‘Agnese, Ruben Lois-
González and Assistant Secretary-General Mike 
Meadows Apologies were received from First 
Vice-President Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn and 
Past-President Vladimir Kolosov. Dr Pankaj 
Kumar and Associate Professor Anand Subhash 
were in attendance. 

Adoption of the Schedule and Agenda 

The President welcomed all and thanked RB 
Singh for the local arrangements. The schedule 
and agenda were discussed and adopted. Singh 
outlined some logistical issues for the meeting 
and thanked all colleagues for attending. He 
introduced his colleagues Kumar and Subhash 
who will be assisting him in this role. Meadows 
requested that an item on the IGU Journals 
Project be added to the agenda. 

Minutes 

The minutes of the Québec meeting in August 
2018, previously approved via email, were 
tabled and confirmed.  

Organization and Operations 

Executive Committee Member Reports EC 
members tendered reports on their activities 
since the last meeting. Reports were received 
from all EC members. A summary of all the EC 
activity reports will be compiled and made 
available at the General Assembly in Istanbul 
(2020).  

Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 
2019 onwards. The next meeting will be held 

in Ireland in association with the EUGEO 
Congress (Galway) which takes place from 15th 
to 18th May 2019. EC meeting details as follow: 
Arrivals Dublin Sunday 12th May, Monday 13th 
May Visit to 2024 Congress venue followed by 
transfer to Galway; EC meeting late afternoon. 
EC meeting all day Tuesday 14th May and half 
day Wednesday 15th May. Thereafter attend 
EUGEO conference. 19th May departures or 
earlier as necessary. The schedule for formal 
signing of Congress and Conference MOUs 
was discussed.  It was emphasized that the 
Dublin MOU should only be signed once the 
arrangements are clearly in place and agreed. 
Himiyama proposed that we should be prepared 
to sign the MOU for Dubin 2024, provided the 
conditions are met. Singh was requested to 
prepare the draft MOU and send it to the LOC 
ahead of the EC meeting in Galway. Following 
Lemarchand's request, it was specified that the 
MOU signed with Dublin does not commit the 
same MOU conditions to be agreed for the 
Paris 2022 Extraordinary Congress. Meadows 
poined out that the MOUs are independent of 
each other. Gönençgil has offered Istanbul, 
Turkey, as the venue for September 2019. 
Arrangements as follows: Arrivals 28th 
Saturday September, Meeting Sunday 29th and 
Monday 30th (half day, followed by visit to the 
conference venue), departures Tuesday 1st 
October. 2019. dell‘Agnese expressed her 
intention to host an EC meeting in Italy in 
2020. The final decision on this was held over 
pending further information. 

Executive Committee individual 
responsibilities 2018-20. These were tabled and 
allocated and agreed as per Appendices A and B 
attached.  

IGU Executive transfer to Delhi. Singh 
discussed the current arrangements. He 
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suggested that the transfer was proceeding 
slowly but that with his assistants he can handle 
most of tasks going forward, including the 
website. He pointed out that the local banking 
situation in India may not been conducive to 
hosting the IGU accounts in relation to practical 
day to day receipt of membership dues and 
payment of invoices. He agreed to investigate 
the possibility of hosting the IGU account in an 
international bank (e.g. HSBC, Citibank). 
Meadows raised the possibility of separating 
the roles of Secretary-General and Treasurer 
(which could be taken on by one of the other 
elected EC members for example). There was 
discussion as to how this could work; such a 
change would require a change in the Statutes. 
Further consideration of the matter is needed 
and can be considered at the next EC meeting. 

Amendment to IGU Statutes. The technical 
amendment to the Statutes arising from the 
merger of ICSU and the ISSC was discussed. This 
has already been circulated to IGU National 
Committees; no objection was received. There is 
a need for a French translation (dell‘Agnese and 
Lemarchand). Hay raised the point that IGU 
should emphasise that the concept ‗Science‘ in 
relation to the International Research Council 
encompasses both natural and social sciences, but 
this is implicit rather than explicit. He proposed to 
append the phrase: ‗bringing together natural and 
social sciences‘ in an appropriate place as part of 
the suggested amendment to Statute IC. The 
amendment is to be compiled and recirculated to 
National Committee chairs for formal approval by 
way of a virtual General Assembly (Singh). If 
ratified, the revised Statutes/Statuts can be 
presented at the Istanbul General Assembly in 
2020.  

IGU Financial Report and Projection. 
Meadows presented a brief update on the 
financial situation in the three IGU accounts 
held in Cape Town. The balance is around 10% 
down on the same period in 2017 but the 
situation is explained partly by outstanding 
annual subscriptions, and the fact that there 

have been three EC meetings in 2018 as well as 
the inaugural General Assembly of ISC, all of 
which increased expenditure. The US$5000 
advance to the Olympiad Task Force to assist in 
operating the event in Québec has not yet been 
reimbursed by the Local Organising 
Committee. The Promotion and Solidarity Fund 
remains in the United States under the 
responsibility of former IGU President Abler; 
these funds need to be transferred to a stable 
account. Several possibilities were discussed, 
including seeking advice from the Geographical 
Society of China (Fu), the French National 
Committee (Lemarchand) and the International 
Science Council and the IUGS etc. 
(Himiyama).  

IGU National Membership update. Singh 
reported on a potential renewal of membership 
by Indonesia and Meadows will send an invoice 
pending confirmation of the appropriate contact 
details. Lois-González reported that both 
Portugal and Brasil are expected to resume 
membership subscriptions early in 2019. 
Ecuador may also be able to resume payment in 
2019. Interest has been expressed from 
Nicaragua. He noted also contacts with Angola, 
Mozambique and Cape Verde. Lemarchand 
remarked that language remains a barrier and 
that more exposure for Spanish would surely 
help the IGU cause. Lemarchand reported that 
Madagascar is interested in membership but, 
along with Togo (among others) there is only 
one representative Geography department and 
there are clear problems in raising the funds to 
join. Himiyama, Meadows and Fu are attending 
the upcoming 4th Asian Conference on 
Geography in Guangzhou and will have an 
opportunity to connect with representatives of 
many Asian countries. IGU matters relating to 
Latin American countries in particular are 
reported in the EGAL/UGAL item below. 

IGU Commission and Task Force update. 
Singh reported that, to date, around five 
Commissions have submitted their reports, the 
deadline being 15th December 2018. Further 
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reminders will be circulated shortly (Singh). 
The Karst Commission has some problems 
regarding its chair and the EC liaison person 
should follow this up (Fu). dell‘Agnese has 
been in contact with prospective steering 
committee members with a view to reactivating 
the Commission on Indigenous Knowledges. 
The putative IGU Commission on Geographical 
Methodology has been making some progress 
but is not yet ready to submit a formal proposal. 
In regard to Oceans, there has been no real 
progress but dell‘Agnese hopes to make contact 
again with an interested colleague.  

IYGU. Himiyama participated in a well 
attended session on IYGU that was held at the 
WSSF in Fukuoka. Werlen has approached 
IGU with respect to using the IGU logo in 
fund-raising activities for the follow-on project 
to IYGU: United Nations 2020‘s Science 
Decade of Global Understanding (SDGU), to 
which there is no objection. Werlen submitted a 
report on SDGU and its relationship to the 
newly established UNESCO Chair. He 
considers that prospects for the organization 
and implementation of the SDGU proclaimed 
by the ISC and CIPSH are excellent. ISC 
approval depends on the outcome of the 
Executive Board meeting in March 2019.  

IGU Website and social media.  The IGU 
website continues to be updated periodically. 
Both the Facebook and Twitter social media 
links are active, albeit to a limited extent. 
Although hosting of the website stays with 
Cape Town for the time being, Meadows 
agreed to introduce Singh to the two individuals 
in Cape Town that assist with its relocation to 
the new Secretariat (Meadows). Himiyama 
noted that a higher profile for IGU Commission 
events is needed on the website; it will be 
possible to do this following submission of the 
annual reports (Meadows). 

IGU Bulletin and IGU eNewsletter. Volume 
67-68 of the IGU Bulletin (for the years 2017 
and 2018) will be prepared early in 2019 by 
Singh. It was agreed that Bellezza can be 

invited to the Istanbul EC meeting as the 
eNewsletter editor to discuss its ongoing 
publication. It was suggested that, in future, 
Bellezza ensure that he sends a final draft of the 
eNewsletter to Meadows prior to publication.  

OurSus. The project has been successful in 
China but has not penetrated the rest of the 
world and is no longer really deserving of the 
status as a special project of the IGU. 
Droogleever-Fortuijn has suggested that the 
Commission on Geographical Education could 
take over the issue and will continue 
discussions with the former Chair in this regard. 

Partner publishing proposal. Hay reported on 
progress in regard to the Edward Elgar IGU 
Series on Contemporary Geographies. Interest 
thus far has been limited despite marketing 
efforts by the publisher. One proposal has been 
received (Warf: Cosmopolitanism). Further 
contributions to the series are necessary, 
especially from a wider community of 
geographers globally. Meadows suggested that , 
arguably, an increasing need is emerging for 
kind of reviews/perspectives that the series can 
provide, and that this could also be used in any 
future marketing pitch. dell‘ Agnese argued that 
translation of previously pubished ‗classics‘ by 
key authors from the community of geographers 
beyond the Anglo-American world is needed, 
but this lies beyond the ambitions of the new 
series. She further argued that the new series 
must be seen to make a genuinely novel 
contribution in order to appeal to potential 
authors. Hay suggested that co-publication with 
another publishing company, by which a volume 
may be published also in another language 
would be worth exploring with Elgar and other 
publishing houses. Singh suggested that 
preference should be given to IGU Commission-
related work and Himiyama proposed that the 
IGU community be approached for ideas 
regarding topics etc. (Singh). Existing projects 
can be promoted on the IGU website (Meadows) 
and highlighted at IGU Congresses and 
Conferences. Lemarchand underlined that it will 
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be a challenge for the French geographers to 
access Springer publications from 2019 in 
French universities and the CNRS as the 
Couperin consortium (Consortium unified 
academic and research institutions for access to 
digital publications) refused the latest Springer 
proposal. Negociations are still underway. 

IGU Archives. Dr Bruno Schelhaas made an 
excellent presentation at the Québec conference, 
and there remains a need to promote the 
existence and availability of resources in the 
IGU archives. The IGU Commission, and 
National Committee chairs, should be reminded 
of the responsibility to submit materials (Singh). 
The website can also be used to promote the 
availability of the archives (Meadows). Kolosov 
can perhaps suggest that one of the Task Force 
meetings be held in Leipzig as this opens up an 
opportunity for other EC members to visit the 
archive (Kolosov). 

IGU ppt. Gönençgil prepared a sample 
Powerpoint presentation on IGU; a presentation 
of this type can be a useful resource for EC 
members and he suggested that EC members 
send further ideas for improvement. There are 
several other existing presentations along these 
lines (e.g. by Meadows, former EC members 
Abler and Soyez and Lemarchand - in French) 
that can be shared. Such presentations, where 
relevant, should also be in French and Spanish 
or at least have French and Spanish translations 
of key points. Meadows agreed to set up a web-
based facility to make existing and future EC 
resources accessible. 

IGU Journals project. Meadows reported on 
the improvements underway to the IGU Journals 
project platform. The problem of so-called 
‗predatory‘ journals was raised by Hay who 
suggested that there be an additional comment 
on the landing page to the effect that IGU is not 
endorsing any journals on the list and that users 
can be directed to updated versions of Beall‘s list 
of so-called predatory journals to check 
credibility of the entries. Commission and 
National Committee chairs should be asked to 
check accuracy and include new materials once 

the project platform is relaunched (Meadows, 
Singh). A means by which such inaccuracies can 
be reported should also be included on the 
landing page (Meadows). 

Cooperation and Outreach   

Festival International de Géographie (FIG). 
Lemarchand tabled a report on the 2018 FIG 
event. She commented further that the 
relationship between IGU and FIG appears to 
be improving. She undertook to forward 
information on the 2019 event in due course.  

IGU Representatives on International Bodies. 
A report from the Chair of CROP was received. 
No report was received from the two 
Geographers elected to the ISC Governing 
Board. Meadows and Singh are contact persons 
for the upcoming IUGS International Congress 
in Delhi. Singh is on the organizing committee 
for the next IUSSP Congress (Hyderabad, 2021). 

International Science Council. The ISC 
November communication had been circulated 
to the broader IGU community. Several areas of 
action are planned and feedback and input is 
awaited from the Unions. An additional slide or 
slides can be appended to the IGU ppt database 
as indicated above. Himiyama commented on 
the fact that the relationship between ISC and 
UNESCO is not clearly indicated anywhere on 
the ISC website and raised the possibility that 
IGU could be a member directly; he agreed to 
explore this option further (Himiyama). 

GeoUnions. Gönençgil tabled a report on the 
GeoUnions meeting in Istanbul that he attended 
on behalf of IGU. There had been no further 
discussion of the GeoUnions ‗mapping‘ 
exercise that former chair, Alik Ismael-Zadeh, 
had proposed. The next meeting will take place 
during the period 7th to 10th April 2019 in in 
association with the EGU in Vienna. Gönençgil 
was proposed and agreed to take on this 
responsibility of liasing with the GeoUnions. 

CODATA and WDS. Gönençgil was unable to 
attend the CODATA meeting in Gaborone, 
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Botswana. The co-chair of the IGU GIS 
Commission was approached and was willing to 
attend but failed to obtain a visa in time. 
Himiyama reported that the Botswana meeting 
was well attended (800+ delegates) and that 
CODATA is attempting to increase membership 
and to encourage IGU participation in its various 
task forces, including the Preservation of and 
Access to Scientific and Technical Data 
in/for/with Developing Countries (PASTD) task 
force. IGU must promote CODATA activities 
more effectively via the Commissions and 
National Committee chairs (Singh). Fu agreed to 
ask the GIS Commission co-chair to write a brief 
report for the broader IGU community (Fu). 
Himiyama commented on WDS (World Data 
System) which aims to facilitate scientific 
research under the ISC umbrella by coordinating 
and supporting trusted scientific data services for 
the provision, use, and preservation of relevant 
datasets, while strengthening their links with the 
research community. He noted that there is a 
strong European flavour to their activities and that 
it should be encouraged to involve developing 
countries more actively; he will contact the GIS 
Commission co-chair in this regard (Himiyama).  

WSSF. Himiyama attended the forum in 
September in Fukuoka, Japan, the first such 
meeting to fall under the auspices of ISC. There 
is a view that the WSSF should continue into 
the future although the matter was not formally 
decided at the forum.  

CIPSH. Kolossov tabled a report in which he 
noted his attendance at a UNESCO meeting in 
CIPSH. Singh met recently with the Chinese 
representative of CIPSH at the World Culture 
Forum at Beijing. CIPSH has established a 
CIPSH chair initiative along the lines of the 
UNESCO chairs, with funding from the host 
University. Further discussion at the next 
meeting on this matter is recommended. 

EUROGEO, EUGEO. The next EC meeting is 
scheduled to coincide with the EUGEO 
Conference in Galway, Ireland in May 2019, 
where the relationship of EUGEO and IGU can 

be further consolidated. Several jont EUGEO/ 
IGU sessions are proposed and approved. 

EGAL/UGAL.  Lois-González reported on the 
situation of IGU in Latin America. He noted the 
imperatives for IGU in a continent where 
geography is so important and suggested the 
following objectives: a) to increase the number of 
IGU member countries, with membership 
subscriptions up to date; b) to ensure that, in those 
countries where the historical representation of the 
IGU corresponds to poorly renovated 
geographical or cartographic institutes, an 
important part of their IGU National Committee 
role should be to increase the number of academic 
geographers; c) to further consolidate and 
improve the relationship between IGU and 
countries with an existing National IGU 
Committee. He noted that Latin American 
geographers are very keen to host an IGU 
conference, and agreed to explore the possibility 
for one in 2021. 

Relations with other organizations (e.g. 
AAG, RGS, ICA). dell‘Agnese and Gönençgil 
will be attending the next AAG in April 2019; 
Singh agreed to approach the AAG with a view 
to obtaining a discount or free IGU booth as 
one of its exhibitors and further agreed to 
explore the possibility of extending the mutual 
cooperation between IGU and AAG. Himiyama 
will attend the next Congress of the 
International Cartographic Association in 
Tokyo. Hay reported that the next conference of 
the Institute of Australian Geographers is in 
July, 2019. Singh noted the forthcoming India-
IGU conference at Panchkula, Haryana, during 
22nd to 24th February 2019.. 

UNESCO-Japan prize. The outcome of IGU‘s 
nomination of IYGU for the 2018 prize is still 
unknown. Meadows has emailed the organizers 
but a reply is still awaited. 

International Geographical Congresses, IGU 
Regional Conferences and Thematic 
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Conferences 

Regional Conference, Québec, Canada, 2018. 
The final report has been submitted. The EC 
understands that the LOC supported iGeo 
financially according to its interpretation of the 
MoU. Given the financial situation as noted in 
the report, EC agrees not to claim the LOC for 
contribution to the IGU solidarity fund. EC 
decided to improve the conference MoU text in 
order to reduce misunderstanding between IGU 
and LOC 

IGU Congress 2020 Istanbul. Gönençgil 
presented a brief update on the Istanbul 
Congress and presented the draft second 
circular for comments and corrections. It was 
suggested that the circular include information 
about the actual venue, as well as 
accommodation etc. albeit that this is available 
on the Congress website. Singh inquired as to 
fee waiver or discounted registration 
arrangements and lower accommodation 
prices for developing country participants and 
suggested the accommodation and registration 
model adopted at the Beijing and Cologne 
congresses should be emulated. Himiyama 
commented that participants should also be 
encouraged to approach other organizations to 
obtain financial support to enable attendance. 
The LOC can submit a proposal to various 
international agencies , such as the Third 
World Academy of Sciences (TWAS), 
UNESCO, and others for possible financial 
support to participants specifically from 
developing countries. 

Two keynote speakers are secured so far. There 
were several suggestions regarding other 
possible keynotes etc. and all suggestions from 
EC members are welcome. A mix of keynote 
addresses including academic geographers, is 
desirable, but also those associated with, for 
example, Future Earth, GEF of the World Bank, 
National Science Academies, etc. The names of 

the selected keynote speakers should be 
included in the second circular. 

EC members approved the printed leaflet of 
34th IGU congress (subject to final editorial 
input from Meadows and Hay). This would be 
ready for distribution at the AAG meeting in 
April 2019. Lemarchand also agreed to do the 
same for the French language version. 

IGU Extraordinary Congress, Paris 2022. 
Lemarchand reported on various aspects of this 
Congress. Communications with the approved 
congress organizing company are regular. The 
venue will be suitable to an appropriate number 
of meeting rooms (approximately 30) of various 
sizes so as to accommodate the wide range of 
planned activities.  

IGU Congress Dublin 2024. There is nothing 
further to report at this stage. An update will be 
possible during the next scheduled EC meeting. 

Thematic conferences. dell‘Agnese tabled a 
draft of a pro forma for submission of thematic 
conference proposals. Hay suggested that some 
of terms (e.g. ‗proponent‘, ‗accessibility‘ and 
‗sponsor‘) be clarified, and that the document 
be modified accordingly (dell‘Agnese). 

IGU Thematic ConferenceKoper, Slovenina, 
September 2019. The first circular (in French 
and English) for the thematic conference in 
Slovenia from 24th to 29th September 2019 has 
been distributed, co-sponsored by five IGU 
Commissions.  The conference needs to be 
promoted on the IGU website (Meadows) and 
through circulation to the broader IGU 
community (Singh). 

IGU Thematic Conference Lecce, Italy. 
dell‘Agnese presented information on the 2020 
thematic conference in the form of a ppt 
including details regarding the suggested 
theme, IGU Commissions involvement, 
abstract submission dates, fee structure, venue 
location, transportation, scientific committee 
membership and partners etc. The thematic 
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conference was approved with the following 
dates: May 31st to 2nd June, 2020. Himiyama 
suggested that the first circular be made 
available as soon as possible (dell‘Agnese), 
following which IGU can promote it in the 
usual manner (circulate, website etc.). 

 

Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 14h30on 3rd December 
2018. The IGU President thanked the EC 
members for their participation, and the local 
organizer of the EC meeting, Professor Ateeque 
Ahmad, Head, Department of Geography, 
Aligarh Muslim University, for all arrangements.  
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C16.01 Commission on Applied Geography 2017 

Current Steering Committee (as of December 
2017) 

President: 
John Lombard 
Associate Professor and Chair School of Public 
Service 
Old Dominion University 2092 Constant Hall, 
CBPA Norfolk, VA 23529, USA 
+1 757-683-4809 
jlombard@ODU.EDU 

Secretary: 
Jonathan Corcoran Professor 
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Faculty of Science 
University of Queensland Australia 
Email: jj.corcoran@uq.edu.au  
Ph: +61 7 336 56517 

Members: 
Graham Clarke Professor of Geography 
Department of Geography East Building 
University of Leeds Leeds LS29JT United 
Kingdom 
Email: g.p.clarke@leeds.ac.uk  
Ph: +44 (0)113 34 33323 

Eliahu Stern 
Professor of Geography 
Department of geography and Environmental 
Development Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev Israel 
Email: elistern@bgu.ac.il 
Ph: +972 3 7447854; mobile +972 50 7421905 

Tomasz Wites, PhD 
Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies 
University of Warsaw 
Email: t.wites@us.edu.pl 

Meetings 

2017 

The Applied Geography Commission and the 
University of Queensland co-hosted the 
Institute of Australian Geographers Conference 
in Brisbane 11-14 July 2017. Professor 
Jonathan Corcoran, AGC Secretary, organized 
four sessions featuring 12 papers on a variety of 
topics in applied geography. All sessions were 
well attended. The Commission hosted an 
evening round table for session participants on 
Wednesday, July 12 featuring past Commission 
Chairs, Professor Robert Stimson and Professor 
Robert Baker. Most importantly, several 
graduate students attended the event as well. 
The Commission discussed plans for 
disseminating research papers by organizing 
and publishing a book or by organizing a 
special issue of a journal. 

2018 

The Commission discussed preliminary plans to 
host sessions at the IGU Regional Conference 
and Annual Meeting of the Canadian 
Association of Geographers to be held at the 
Université Laval, Quebec City, Quebec on 
August 6‐10, 2018. The theme for this 
conference is Appreciating the Difference in 
Applied Spatial Modelling and Planning. 

IGU Commission and Task Force Annual Reports 2017 
Groupe de Travail et de la Commission de l‗UGI Rapports 

Annuels 2017 
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2019 

The Commission is investigating the potential 
of organizing an AGC conference in Cuba 
during May/June timeframe. The Commission 
is investigating collaborating with other IGU 
Commissions. The theme is to be determined. 

2020 

The commission will sponsor several sessions 
at the IGU Congress in Istanbul. 

A. Networking 

As noted in item B. Meetings, the Commission 
collaborated with the Institute of Australian 
Geographers in July 2017. 

 
B. Publications 

As a result of Commission activities in 2015 
and 2016 an edited book was produced in the 
Routledge Advances in Regional Economics, 
Science and Policy entitled Applied Spatial 
Modelling and Planning that includes 19 
chapters representing 40 contributors. 

Lombard, J. R., Stern, E., Clarke, G. 2017. 
Applied Spatial Modelling and Planning. 
Abingdon, Oxford; New York, NY: Routledge 

International Geographical Union - Union 
Géographique Internationale 
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C16.02 Commission on Biogeography and Biodiversity 2017

Report of Commission Activities 2016-17 

Submitted to the Secretary-General and Treasurer 
International Geographical Union (IGU) 

Prof. Dr. Michael E. Meadows 

by 

Prof. Dr. Suraj Mal 

Chair, Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity 

Supported by the steering committee of the IGU 
Commission on Biogeography and Biodiversity 

Outline 

This report consists of six sections: 

1. Membership 
2. Meetings 
3. Networking 
4. Publications 
5. Archival contributions 
6. Continuation 

1. Membership 

As steering committee members of the IGU 
Commission on Biogeography and Biodiversity 
for the period 2016-2020, the following 
colleagues had been appointed: 

Prof. Dr. Suraj Mal (Chair), Department of 
Geography, Shaheed Bhagat Singh College 
University of Delhi, India, Ph.: +91 
9968166893, Email: surajdse@gmail.com. 
Department of Geography, University of 
Hamburg, Bundesstr. 55, 20146 Hamburg, 
Germany  

Prof. Dr. Udo Schickhoff (Vice-Chair), 
Department of Geography, University of 
Hamburg, Bundesstr. 55, 20146 Hamburg, 
Germany, Ph.: +49 428384911, Email: 
udo.schickhoff@uni-hamburg.de.  

Prof. Dr. Kazuharu Mizuno, Department of 
Geography, Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto 

University, Japan, Ph.: +81 757532823, Email: 
mizuno.kazuharu.7n@kyoto-u.ac.jp. 

Prof. Dr. Zerihun Woldu, Department of Plant 
Biology and Biodiversity Management, 
Director of Research of Addis Ababa 
University, College of Natural Sciences, Addis 
Ababa University, Ethiopia, Ph.: +251 
11236760, Email: zerihun_woldu@yahoo.com. 

Prof. Dr. Ram Prasad Chaudhary, Emeritus 
Professor, Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur (TU), 
Kathmandu, Nepal. Coordinator, MAB 
Committee, Nepal National Commission for 
UNESCO, Tel: +977-1 4335615, Email: 
am@cdbtu.wlink.com.np 

Prof. Dr. John Sinclair, Natural Resources 
Institute, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada, Ph.: +1 2044748374, Email: 
john.sinclair@umanitoba.ca. 

Dr. Harald Pauli, Head of the GLORIA 
coordination; Austrian Academy of Sciences, 
Institute for Interdisciplinary Mountain 
Research & University of Natural Resources 
and Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU), Center for 
Global Change and Sustainability, Vienna, 
Austria, Ph.: +43 14765499140, Email: 
harald.pauli@oeaw.ac.at. 

Prof. Dr. Meral Avci, Letters Faculty, Department 
of Geography, Istanbul University, Laleli/ 
İstanbul- Turkey, Ph.: +90 2124555700/15769,  
E-mail: mavci@istanbul.edu.tr. 

Prof. Dr. Monica Dumitrascu, Institute of 
Geography, Romanian Academy 12, Dimitrie 
Racovita, sect. 2, Bucharest, Ph.: +40 213135990, 
Email: stefania_dumitrascu@yahoo.com. 

Prof. Dr. Arkady Tishkov, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Institute of Geography, Staromonetny  
per., 29, Moscow 119017, Russia, Ph.: +7 
4959590040, E-mail: tishkov@biodat.ru. 

Prof. Dr. Guangjie Chen, School of Tourism and 
Geography, Key Laboratory of Plateau Lake 
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Ecology & Global Change, Yunnan Normal 
University, Kunming, China, Tongxi 1 Building, 
768 Juxian Street, Ph.: +86 13658805128, Email: 
guangjiechen@gmail.com. 

Dr. Ana Sabogal, Pontifical Catholic University 
of Peru | PUCP, Faculty of Liberal Arts and 
Humanities, Lima, Lima, Peru, Director 
Maestria Desarrollo Ambental, Coordinador 
Sección Geografía en Pontificia Universidad 
Catolica del Perú, E-mail: asabogal@pucp.pe. 

Dr. Pankaj Kumar (Secretary), Department of 
Geography, Delhi school of Economics, 
University of Delhi, India, Ph.: +91 
9599300424, Email: pankajdsedu@gmail.com. 

2. Meetings 

Meetings 2016 

INDIA IGU CONFERENCE ON LAND 
USE CHANGE, CLIMATE EXTREMES 
AND DISASTER RISK REDUCTION, 
SBSC, UNIVERSITY OF DELHI, INDIA, 
18th-20th MARCH, 2016 

The Department of Geography, Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh College, University of Delhi, 
New Delhi organised the 9th India International 
Geographical Union (IGU) conference on Land 
Use Change, Climate Extremes and Disaster 
Risk Reduction on March 18-20 March 2016. 
Four of the IGU Commissions – Commission 
on Biogeography and Biodiversity, Commission 
on Land Use and Land Cover Change, 
Commission on Hazards and Risk, Commission 
on Geopark – collaborated in this conference. A 
total of 35 oral presentation sessions and two 
poster sessions were organized. Besides, more 
than 40 international delegates (including IGU 
Executive members) from about 20 countries 
and more than 350 Indian delegates 
representing 27 states and UTs attended the 
conference. The conference had the 
representation of major science and research 
academies of India and abroad, including 1) 
International Geographical Union (IGU), 2) 
International Union of Geodesy and 

Geophysics (IUGG), 3) International Academic 
Partnership (IAP) - Global Network of Science 
Academies, 4) Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO-
Australia), 5) Chinese of Academy of Sciences, 
6) Polish Academy of Sciences, 7) Russian 
Academy of Sciences, 8) National Geophysical 
Research Institute, Hyderabad, 9) Indian 
National Science Academy, 10) Defense 
Research and Development Organization and 
11) Geological Survey of India etc. 

Focal theme of the conference 

The dignitaries for the inaugural session were 
Dr. Krishan Lal, Co-Chair, International 
Academic Partnership (IAP) - Global Network 
of Science Academies and Ex-President, Indian 
National Science Academy (INSA) as Chief 
Guest; Dr. Harsh Gupta, President, Geological 
Society of India and Ex- President, IUGG; Prof. 
Vladimir Kolossov, President, IGU; Prof. R.B. 
Singh, Vice-President, IGU as Guest of Honor 
and Prof Tom Beer, Ex IGU President as 
Keynote Speaker; Dr. P.K. Khurana, Patron and 
Dr. Suraj Mal, Convener. Dr. Krishan Lal 
quoting the present climate change and 
impending problems due to it asked for an 
interdisciplinary platform to mitigate these 
problems. Dr. Harsh Gupta in his address 
emphasized on role of geography in reducing 
the risk of disasters. Prof. Vladimir Kolossov 
talking about IYGU emphasized on bridging 
the gap in awareness between local actions and 
global effects, to encourage everyone to make 
daily decisions in light of global challenges. 
Prof. Tom Beer delivered the keynote address 
on the Impact of Extreme Weather Events on 
Food Security. 

Prof. R. B. Singh and Prof. Michael Meadows 
were keynote speakers in the plenary session 
presided by Prof. D. Soyez, Vice-President, 
IGU. The valedictory session was graced by Dr. 
M.R. Bhutiyani, Director, DTRL, DRDO as the 
Chief Guest, Prof. Iain Hay, Vice-President IGU 
and Prof. R.B. Singh, Vice-President, IGU as 
Guest of Honor and Presided by Prof. Tom Beer. 
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Focal theme 

Land Use Change, Climate Extremes and 
Disaster Risk Reduction 

Subthemes 

 Land Use Land Cover Change and    
Climate Change 

 Human Health and Wellbeing 
 Environmental Sustainability and 

Developmental Concerns 
 Resource Conservation and Management 
 Extreme Environment Events 
 Environmental Change 
 Disaster Risk Reduction 
 Ecological Modelling 
 Governance and Policies 
 Land use land cover change and 

Biodiversity 
 Himalayan Environment 
 Challenges and Strategies to Climate 

Resilient  Livelihoods 
 Geoparks Potential in South Asia 

 

Fig. 1 Inaugural Session at IGU New Delhi 

 

Fig. 2 Valedictory Session 

33rd INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL 
CONGRESS, BEIJING, CHINA, 21TH-25TH 
AUGUST, 2016 

The theme of the 2016 Congress was Shaping 
Our Harmonious Worlds, which highlights 
today‘s common pursuit for harmony between 
humankind and nature, between environment 
and society, and for harmonious approaches to 
the world‘s hazards and conflicts. Under this 
theme, five Congress key topics have been 
focused, parallel to the quadrennial meeting of 
the IGU commissions and task forces. 

Focal themes 

 Climate Change and Global Understanding 
 Environment-Health and Social Welfare 
 Geographical Science and Future Earth 
 Geography in Different Cultures 
 Urbanization and SustainableDevelopment  

Following were the commission sessions at 33 
IGC. 

Biogeography and Biodiversity 

Response of Mountain Ecosystems to 
Climate Change (Oral) 

A Study On the Spatial and Temporal 
Variations of Land Surface Phenology in 
Northeast China and Its Responses to Climate 
Change Over the Past Three Decades. Jianjun 
Zhao, Hongyan Zhang, Zhengxiang Zhang, 
Xiaoyi Guo (Northeast Normal University, 
China) 

1. Altitudinal Zonation of Vegetation and Its 
Response to Climate Change in Taihang 
Mountain, North China Chesheng Zhan, 
Feiyu Wang, Shi Hu (Institute of 
Geographic Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research, CAS, China). 

2. Climate Change and The Vegetation 
Response in Qinling Mountains. Hongying 
Bai (Northwest University, China) 

3. Deteriorating Physical Environment and 
Transformation of Socio-economic Status: A 
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critical analysisof Western Indian Himalayan 
Communities, India. Virendra Singh Negi 
(University of Delhi, India, India) 

4. Extreme Events Assessment for Disaster 
Risk Reduction in High Altitude Region of 
Mountain Ecosystem: Alaknanda River 
Basin, Uttarakhand, India. Bindhy Wasini 
Pandey, Abhay Shankar Prasad (Department 
of Geography, Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi, Delhi, India). 

5. Extreme Events, Vulnerability and 
Himalayan Geosystem: A Case Study of 
Alaknanda River Basin, Uttarakhand, India 
Abhay Shankar Prasad, Bindhy Wasini 
Pandey (Department of Geography, Delhi 
School of Economics, University of Delhi, 
India). 

6. Geospatial Strategy for Environment 
Impact Assessment of Urban Heat Island in 
Mountain Areas Using Landsat ETM+ 
Sensors. Amit Kumar (National Institute of 
Technology, Kurukshetra, India, India), 
Vandana Tomar (Haryana Institute of 
Public Administration, Gurgaon, India, 
India) 

7. Heterogeneity in The Spatio-Temporal 
Patterns of Phytoplankton Distribution and 
Biodiversity in a Large Subtropical Lake of 
SW China. Li Chen, Yineng Jiang, Tao 
Zhang, Rui Li, Guangjie Chen (Yunnan 
Normal University, China) 

8. Linking Microbial Community Structure to 
Phosphorus Fractions Along the Altitudinal 
Gradient at Gongga Mountain, SW China. 
Hongyang Sun, Yanhong WU (Key 
Laboratory of Mountain Surface Processes 
and Ecological Regulation, Institute of 
Mountain Hazards and Environment, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences and Ministry 
of Water Resources, China), Na LI 
(Chengdu Institute of Biology, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, China ), Jun ZHOU , 
Haijiang BING (Key Laboratory of 
Mountain Surface Processes and Ecological 

Regulation, Institute of Mountain Hazards 
and Environment, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences and Ministry of Water Resources, 
China) 

9. Predicting The Responses of Forest 
Distribution and Aboveground Biomass to 
Climate Change Under Rcps Scenarios In 
Southern China. Zhuo WU, Erfu DAI, 
Quansheng GE (Key Laboratory of Land 
Surface Pattern and Simulation, Institute of 
Geographic Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, China), Weimin XI (Department 
of Biological and Health Sciences, Texas 
A&M University, Kingsville, Texas, USA, 
United States), Xiaofan WANG (Key 
Laboratory of Land Surface Pattern and 
Simulation, Institute of Geographic 
Sciences and Natural Resources Research, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, China) 

10. Recession and Fragmentation of Large 
Glaciers in Bhilangana River Basin, 
Uttarakhand Himalaya, India . Suraj Mal 
(Department of Geography, Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh College, University of Delhi, 
India., India), Christopher Scott (School of 
Geography & Development and Udall 
Center for Studies in Public Policy, 
University of Arizona, USA, United 
States), RB Singh (Department of 
Geography, Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi, India., India), Udo 
Schickhoff (CEN Center for Earth System 
Research and Sustainability, Institute of 
Geography, University of Hamburg, Klima 
Campus Hamburg, Germany., Germany). 

11. Temporal and Spatial Variations of 
Temperature Rate Lapse in Mt.Taibai in 
central Qinling Mountains, China Danping 
Zhai (northwest university, China). 

12. The Ecosystem Classification of the Peruvian 
North Andes and the Influence of the Climate 
Change in Plant Distribution and Ecosystem 
Classification. Ana Sabogal (Pontificia 
Universidad Católica Del Perú, Peru). 
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13. Treeline Responsiveness to Climate 
Warming: Insights from a Central 
Himalayan Treeline Ecotone. Niels 
Schwab, Schickhoff Udo, Birgit Bürzle 
(Physical Geography, Center for Earth 
System Research and Sustainability (CEN), 
University of Hamburg, Hamburg, 
Germany, Germany), Lars Gerlitz 
(Department of Hydrology, GFZ German 
Research Centre for Geosciences, 
Germany), Michael Müller (Department of 
Geosciences, Chair of Soil Science and 
Geomorphology, University of Tübingen, 
Germany), Jürgen Böhner (Physical 
Geography, Center for Earth System 
Research and Sustainability (CEN), 
University of Hamburg, Hamburg, 
Germany, Germany), Ram P. Chaudhary 
(RECAST Research Centre for Applied 
Science and Technology, Tribhuvan 
University, Nepal), Thomas Scholten 
(Department of Geosciences, Chair of Soil 
Science and Geomorphology, University of 
Tübingen, Germany) 

Poster Session 

1. Estimates of Surface Energy in Qinling 
Mountains Area by Remote Sensing 
Methods Xiaolin Cui (China, Xi'an 
University of Science and Technology) 

2. Modeling the Effects of Climate Change 
and CO2 Elevation on Productivity of 
Temperate Forest in North China Peng 
Junjie (China, Henan Academy of Social 
Sciences) 

3. Permafrost Carbon Loss and Chemical 
Changes Associated with Thaw Slumps in 
Northern Tibetan Plateau. Cuicui Mu 
(Lanzhou University) 

4. Response of Runoff to Climate Change and 
Human Activities in The Southern Humid 
Area River Basin: A Case Study of Ning 
Jiang. Yang Chuanxun; zhang zhengdong 
(South China Normal University) 

5. Spatiotemporal Variation of Vegetation 
Coverage and Attribution Analysis in 
Qinling Mountains. Deng Chenhui (China, 
Northwest University) 

6. The Distribution Response of 8 
Representative Endemic Species in Jiangxi 
Province to Different Climate Scenarios of 
the Future. Zhongjun Hu; Shulan Jin; 
Huahua Pan (China, Shangrao Normal 
University) 

7. The Responses of NDVI-based Vegetation 
During the Green-up Period to Temperature 
in the Headwater Region of the Yellow 
River. Dandan Shi (China, Yunnan 
University) 

8. Variability in Soil Hydraulic Conductivity 
and Soil Hydrological Response under 
Different Land Covers in the Mountainous 
Area of the Heihe River Watershed, 
Northwest China. Jie Tian; Baoqing Zhang; 
Chansheng He (China, Key Laboratory of 
West China‘s Environmental System 
(Ministry of Education), College of Earth 
and Environmental Sciences, Lanzhou 
University, Lanzhou, 73000, China) 

Conservation of Biodiversity (Oral) 

1. A Multi-Scale Perspective on Diatom 
Biogeography and Biodiversity Dynamics 
in SW China. Guangjie Chen; Xiaolin 
Chen; Li Chen; Rui Li; Yinen Jiang; Tao 
Zhang; Yuanyuan Liu; Jianshuang Tao; 
Kui Hu; Wengang Kang; Jiaoyuan Wang 
(Yunnan Normal University, China). 

2. Biogeographical Basis for Ecosystem 
Monitoring and Biodiversity Conservation 
in Palearctic. Tatiana Dikareva, Elena 
Koroleva, Alexey Romanov (Lomonosov 
Moscow State University, Russian Fed). 

3. Community Structure and Its Relationship 
with Environmental Factors in Zooplankton 
in The North Luo River System in 
Northwest China. Haifeng Ba; Jinxi Song; 
Xuwang Yin (College of Fisheries and Life 



- 50 -

 47 

Science, Dalian Ocean University, China); 
Zongxue Xu (Academy of Water Sciences, 
Beijing Normal University, China). 

4. Conservation of Sunderban‘s Biodiversity: 
A Case study of World‘s largest Mangrove 
Ecosystem in West Benga. Syed Imran 
Hussain; Pankaj Kumar (Department of 
Geography, Delhi School of Economics, 
Delhi University, India). 

5. Conserving Habitat Corridors in China: 
Risk Assessment Under Rapid Land Use 
Change Huirong Yu (China Agricultural 
University; Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, 
China), Liming Liu (China Agricultural 
University), Peter Verburg (Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam). 

6. Decades of Changes in Biodiversity Under 
the Pressure of Environmental Degradation 
in Plateau Lakes in Yunnan, China. Sihai 
Wang; Juan WANG; Yuming YANG 
(Yunnan Academy of Forstry, China). 

7. Geo-Spatial Techniques for Identification 
of Sustainable Tiger-Corridor and 
Biodiversity Revjunention in Rajasthan, 
India. Bhanwar Vishvendra Raj Singh, 
Anjan Sen (Department of Geography, 
Delhi School of Economics, University of 
Delhi, Delhi, India). 

8. Impact of Clean Development Mechanism 
(CDM) Projects On Environment: A Case 
Study of Chamba District of Himachal 
Pradesh. Prashant Kumar, Monica 
Ahalawat (University of Delhi, India) 

9. Impact of Climate Change and Human 
Encroachment On Wetlands: A Case Study 
of Unnao District of Uttar Pradesh, India. 
Kashif imdad (PPN PG College, CSJM 
University, Kanpur, India) 

10. Landscape Changes of Abha Urban Area, 
KSA, Using Remote Sensing Techniques. 
Adel Mohammad (King Khalid univ., 
Saudi Arabia) 

11. Mangrove Ecosystem of Sundarban in 
West Bengal, India - Plant Biodiversity and 
Its Conservation. Sankar Narayan Sinha 
(University of Kalyani, India), Karabi 
Biswas (University of Kalyani, India), 
Dipak Paul (University of Kalyani, India). 

12. Mapping of Invasive Species (Arenga 
obtusifolia) in Javan Rhinos Habitat, Ujung 
Kulon West Java, Based On Landsat-8 
Image Analysis and Geographical 
Information Systems. Projo Danoedoro 
(PUSPICS Faculty of Geography, 
Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia), 
Dimar Anggara (PUSPICS Faculty of 
Geography, Universitas Gadjah Mada, 
Indonesia), Muhammad Hafizt (PUSPICS 
Faculty of Geography, Universitas Gadjah 
Mada, Indonesia), Ichsan Wicaksono 
(PUSPICS Faculty of Geography, 
Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia), 
Hernandea Forestriko (PUSPICS Faculty of 
Geography, Universitas Gadjah Mada, 
Indonesia), Rahadian H J Kuncara 
(PUSPICS Faculty of Geography, 
Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia), 
Mahmud Rois (WWF Indonesia, Indonesia) 

13. Moroccan Forest Ecosystem Services and 
Local Populations. Mohammed Sghir 
TALEB (Institut Scientifique, Université 
Mohammed V, Rabat, Morocco) 

14. Mount Abu Wildlife Sanctuary Rajasthan 
India: A Socio-Ecological Dilemma Kumar 
Kartikeya (M.L. V Govt.College Bhilwara 
Rajasthan India, India. 

15. Rethinking Community Conservation in 
South Africa: What Shapes Local-Level 
Decision- Making in The Hluhluwe-Imfolozi 
Park, Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa? Sakhile 
Nsukwini (University of Mpumalanga, South 
Africa), Urmilla Bob (University of KwaZulu 
Natal, South Africa) 

16. Studies of Biofabricated Nanoparticles in 
Bioremediation of Arsenic from Assenic 
Contaminated Aquenvironment. Tapan 
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Kumar Das, Triparna Mukherjee 
(University of Kalyani, India) 

17. The Functional Analysis of Landscape 
Connectivity at The Landscape, Component 
and Patch Level: A Case Study of Minqing 
County, Fuzhou City, China Ke Qi (Fudan 
University, China), Yujing Xie (Fudan 
University, China) 

18. The Impact of Climate Change On the 
Migration of Birds and Biodiversity in The 
Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary, Rajasthan, India. 
Vipin Chandra Lal (Department of 
Geography, Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi, India, India) 

19. Wildlife Damage in Wolong Natural 
Reserve: A Systematic Analysis and 
Typical Characteristic Identification. 
Jianying XU (College of Resource, 
Environment and Tourism, Capital Normal 
University) 

20. Women Participation in Sustainable 
Livelihood and Development through 
Community Forest Management: A Case 
Study of Jim Corbett National Park. Bindhy 
Wasini Pandey, Jagriti Kalwar (Department 
of Geography, Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi, India) 

Poster Session 

1. Analysis of The Environmental 
Consequences of the Geography of 
Hamoun Lake(Iran) Ali Ghasemi (Islamic 
Azad University) 

2. Anthropogenic Activity and Its impact on 
Hydrological Hazards, Mountain 
Biodiversity and Sustainable Development: 
A Case Study of Alaknanda River Basin, 
Uttarakhand, India. Abhay Shankar Prasad; 
Bindhy Wasini Pandey (India, Department 
of Geography, Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi, India) 

3. Assessment of Effectiveness of Nature 
Reserves on the Tibetan Plateau Based on 

Net Primary Production and the Large 
Sample Comparison Method (LSCM). Yili 
Zhang; Wei Qi; Xue Wu (China, IGSNRR, 
CAS). 

4. Biodiversity of Todgarh Raoli Wildlife 
Sanctuary Rajasthan India. Vijay Kumar 
Loyal (India, M.L. V Govt.College 
Bhilwara Rajasthan India) 

5. Classification and ecological restoration 
measures for the littoral zone of Lake 
Taihu. Geng Rongmei; Xu Qiujin; Hu 
Xiaozhen (China, Chinese Research 
Academy of Environmental Sciences) 

6. Distribution and Diversity of Nitrite-
Dependent Methane-Oxidizing Bacteria in 
Sediments of the Miyun Reservoir, Beijing, 
China. Yang Liu; Yongjuan Chen; Xiaoyan 
Wang (China, Capital Normal University) 

7. Does Agroforestry Protect Tree Species 
Diversity and Reduce Soil Erosion Risk? A 
Comparative Study from The Mid-Hills of 
Nepal. Niels Schwab; Schickhoff Udo 
(Germany, Physical Geography, Center for 
Earth System Research and Sustainability 
(CEN), University of Hamburg, Hamburg, 
Germany). 

8. Effect of Salt On Photosynthetic 
Characteristics of Bamboo Willow 
Introduced to North Xinjiang Xiaojing 
Dou; Wei Han; Shengli Wu (China, The 
School of Geographic Sciences and 
Tourism, Xinjiang Normal University) 

9. Estimating Relative Abundance of Tree 
Species for Heavy Metal Assessment in A 
Semi-Arid Context Ndiye M. Kebonye; 
Felicia O. Akinyemi (Botswana, Botswana 
International University of Science and 
Technology (BIUST)) 

10. Fluvial Morphology Diversity in Relation 
to Fish Species Diversity in the Yellow 
River Source Zone Huan Hong; Jinming 
Hu (China, Institute of International Rivers 
and Eco- security, Yunnan University) 
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11. Impact of Tourist Activities on the 
Wintering habitat of Black-necked Cranes. 
Jinliang Wang (China, Yunnan Normal 
University); Xingyao Zhong; Meibiao Dao 
(Zhaotong Black- necked Crane National 
Nature Reserve Bureau) 

12. Impacts of Yong River Sluice Gate 
Construction on the Hydrological Regime 
and Freshwater Fish Habitats of the 
Upstream Basin. Zhang Wenhai (China, 
China Institute of Water Resources and 
Hydropower Research) 

13. Integrating The Landscape Connectivity 
into The Mapping of Soil Conservation 
Service Hotspots and Coldspots. Yingjie 
Lee; Liwei Zhang; Junping Yan (China, 
Department of Geography, Tourism and 
Environment , College of Shaanxi Normal 
University) 

14. Monsoon-Driven Hydrographic Features 
Affect Euphausiid Distribution in The 
Taiwanese Waters, Western North Pacific 
Ocean. Wen-Tseng Lo; Ren-Jye Hsieh; 
Hung-Yen Hsieh (China Taiwan , Dong 
Hwa University) 

15. Morphological Plasticity of Carex to 
Hummocks Micro-topography in an Alpine 
Swamp Meadow. Lili Li (China, Lanzhou 
University); Tingjun Zhang (United States, 
Lanzhou University) 

16. Phytogeographical Distribution of Sida 
Alba in Shekhawati Region, Rajasthan. 
Dharmender Chauhan (India, Department 
of Geography, University of Rajasthan, 
Jaipur, Rajasthan, India) 

17. Preliminary Study on Vegetation Index of 
Biotic Integrity (V-IBI) Assessment for 
Poyang Lake. Xu Liting (China, Ministry 
of Education Key Laboratory of Poyang 
Lake Wetland and Watershed Research, 
Jiangxi Normal University) 

18. Quantitative Classification and Ordination 
of natural colonized plant communities of 

the Bayinhua mining area in Inner 
Mongolia. Chunfeng Ning (China, 
Geography department of Inner Mongolia 
Normal University) 

19. Status of Biodiversity and Change in 
Biomass in and around Bassi Wildlife 
Sanctuary (Chittorgarh) Rajasthan (India) 
Jaideep Singh (Department of Geography, 
S.R.L.S. Government PG College, 
Kaladera (Jaipur), Rajasthan, India) 

20. The Changing wetland birds and waterbird 
migration flyway issue on the Southwest 
plateau China. Haotian Bai (China, Institute 
of Ecology and Geobotany, Yunnan 
University) 

21. The Characteristic of Soil Macrofauna 
Community in The No-Till Stover Mulch 
Under Different Frequency in The Black 
Soil Region of Northeast China. Jiang 
Yunfeng (China, Jilin Normal University) 

22. The Contribution of Neogene Plateau 
Upliftand Quaternary Climate Fluctuations 
to Endemic Species Diversity in The 
Tibetan Plateau. Haibin Yu; Xinghua Sui 
(Sun Yat-sen University) 

23. The Formation Mechanism of Ecosystem 
Services: A Preliminary Review. Luyi Liu 
(China, Henan University) 

24. The Species Diversity Study Among 
Different Forest Types of Water 
Conservation Foresting Banchen gzi Basin. 
Yu Xinyi (China, State Key Laboratory of 
Remote Sensing Science, School of 
Geography, Beijing Normal University, 
Beijing, China); Lou Y.H.; Deng W.P. 
(China, School of Soil and Water 
Conservation, Beijing Forestry University, 
Beijing , China) 

Recent Developments and Expansions in 
Biogeography (Oral) 

1. Increased Stem Density and Competition 
May Diminish the Positive Effects of 
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Warming at Alpine Treeline. Yafeng Wang 
(Key Laboratory of Alpine Ecology and 
Biodiversity, Institute of Tibetan Plateau 
Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
China), Neil Pederson (Harvard Forest, 
Harvard University, United States), Aaron M. 
Ellison (Harvard Forest, Harvard University 

2. Recent Developments and Expansions in 
Global and Mexican Local Biogeography of 
Soil Fungi. Luis Villarreal Ruiz (Laboratorio 
de Recursos Genéticos Microbianos & 
Biotecnología (LARGEMBIO), PREGEP 
Genética, Colegio de Postgraduados, Campus 
Montecillo, Mexico), Leho Tedersoo (Natural 
History Museum, University of Tartu, 
Estonia), Cecilia Neri Luna. 

3. Relevant Source Area of Pollen and Relative 
Pollen Productivity Estimates in The 
Guancenshan Mountain Area. Yuecong Li, 
Yawen Ge(College of Resources and 
Environment Sciences and Hebei Key 
Laboratory of Environmental Change and 
Ecological Construction，Hebei Normal 

University, China) 

4. Rice Cropping Density and Intensity 
Lessened in Southeast China During The 
21st Century. Bingwen Qiu (Fuzhou 
University, China) 

5. Sensitivity of the Forest-Steppe Ecotone to 
Postglacial Climate Change. Hongyan Liu 
(Peking University, China). 

6. Similarity of Landscape Structure and Floras 
of Landscape Microregions in 
Heterogeneous Catchments (Altai Krai, 
Russia). Dmitry Vladimirovich Zolotov, 
Dmitry Vladimirovich Chernykh (Institute 
for Water and Environmental Problems of 
Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences (IWEP SB RAS), Russian Fed) 

7. To The Study of Influence of the Enhanced 
Surface Infrared Radiation On Ecosystems in 
Southern Baikal Region (Eastern Siberia). 

Mikhail Vilor (The V.B. Sochava Institute of 
Geography SB RAS, Russian Fed), Nikolai 
Vilor (A.P. Vinogradov Institute of 
Geochemistry SB RAS, Russian Fed), Victor 
Chepinoga (The V.B. Sochava Institute of 
Geography SB RAS, Russian Fed) 

8. Trends in Terrestrial Biota of the Russian 
Arctic as the Effects of the ―Greening‖ of 
Tundra. Arkadiy Tishkov, Elena 
Belonovskaia (Institute of Geography, 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Russian Fed). 

9. Typological Classification and Mapping of 
Terrestrial Landscapes at Global and 
Regional Scales Nina Alekseeva, Emma 
Romanova, Marina Arshinova, Julia 
Greenfeldt (Lomonosov Moscow State 
University, Russia 

Poster Session 

10. Amorpha Fruticosa (Mill.) Invasive Plant 
Species in Comana Natural Park 
(Romania). Environmental Conditions and 
Potential Distribution. Monica Stefania 
Dumitrascu; Gheorghe Kucsicsa; Ines 
Grigorescu (Romania, Institute of 
Geography, Romanian Academy) 

11. Biodiversity in Chinese Loess Plateau 
during late Cenozoic Yiiyin Li; Fei He 
(China, Peking University) 

12. Biological Weathering on the First Gallery 
Wall of Angkor Wat Temple, Cambodia. 
Wonsuh Song (Japan, JSPS Foreign 
Researcher, Saitama University); Tetsuya 
Waragai (Japan, Nihon University); Chiaki 
T Oguchi (Japan, Saitama University) 

13. Changing Pattern of Crop Fraction in Late 
Blight Induced Potato Crops in Potato 
Bowl of West Bengal by using Multi-
temporal Time Series AWiFs Data. 
Ramprasad Kundu; Abhisek Chakrabarty 
(India, Vidyasagar University - Midnapore) 

14. Distribution of Bacterial and Archaeal 
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Communities in the Sediment of a Drinking 
Water Reservoir Yongjuan Chen; Xiaoyan 
Wang; Yang Liu (China, Capital Normal 
University) 

15. Preliminary Evaluation on The Use of 
Homing Pigeons as a Biomonitor of 
Affects of Atmospheric Metal Exposure. 
Jia Cui; Shuying Zang (China, Harbin 
Normal University); Richard Halbrook 
(China, Southern Illinois University 
(Emeritus)) 

16. Spatially-explicit Quantifying of the Trade-
offs Among Multiple Ecosystem Services 
Yingjie Lee; Liwei Zhang (China, 
Department of Geography, Tourism and 
Environment College of Shaanxi Normal 
University) 

17. The Combined Effect of Enzymolysis and 
Aeration on Controlling Vertical flow 
Constructed Wetland Clogging. Lixiao Ni; 
Danye Li (China, A Key Laboratory of 
Integrated Regulation and Resource 
Development on Shallow Lakes, MOE, 
School of Environment, Hohai University, 
Nanjing,. China); Shiyin Li (China, School 
of Environment, Nanjing Normal 
University, Nanjing, China) 

Meetings 2017 

IX IGU THEMATIC CONFERENCE 
URBANIZATION, HEALTH & WELL 
BEING AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS, OSMANIA 
UNIVERSITY, HYDERABAD, INDIA, 
17th-19th MARCH, 2017 

This 10th IGU India Thematic Conference on 
Urbanization, Health & Well Being and 
Sustainable Development Goals, was organized 
in collaboration with IGU Commissions on 
Urban Geography, Biogeography and 
Biodiversity, Local and Regional development, 
Land Use/Land cover Change and hosted by the 
Department of Geography and Geoinformatics, 
Osmania University, Hyderabad from 17th-19th 
March, 2017. A total number of 306 papers were 
presented in 25 technical sessions and in plenary 

session. Over 400 participants took part in the 
deliberations of the conference. Of this number, 
345 participants represent 25 states of India and 
about 60 were from Hyderabad. Indian 
participants from universities, institutes, 
government departments, industry etc. were 
present. Around 28 International participants 
from 15 countries (Japan, China, Russia, 
Switzerland, South Africa, Poland, Italy and Sri 
Lanka) also attended the conference. The 
participants include IGU President Professor Y. 
Himiyama; IGU Urban Commission Chair Prof. 
Rozenblat Céline, IGU Commission on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity Chair Dr. Suraj 
Mal; Chair of Local and Regional Development 
Commission Prof. Jerzy Banski; LUCC 
Commission representative Prof. K. Kimoto; Ex 
IGU Vice President Prof. G. Bellezza; Chair of 
IGU National Committee-South Africa-Prof. 
Brij Maharaj; ICSU Scientific committee 
Members on Urban Health and Wellbeing Prof. 
R.B. Singh and and Prof. Saroj Jayasinghe from 
Sri Lanka. 

Focal theme of the conference 

The conference has discussed a variety of 
viewpoints to the topics, milieus and methods of 
study covered in the conference. The main 
themes were focused on Biodiversity and 
Climate Change, Natural Hazards and Disaster 
Management, Urban Planning and Infrastructure, 
Urban Morphology and Hierarchical System, 
Urban Transportation and Waste Management, 
Natural Resources and Environment, Sustainable 
Development Goals, Urban Health and Well 
being. Youth, Gender and Society beside Urban 
Safety and Governance. 

Focal theme 

Urbanization, Health & Well Being and 
Sustainable Development Goals 

Subthemes 

 Plenary Session on ICSU Urban Health and 
Wellbeing Programme 

 IGU-YECG Late Dr. Manju Singh 
Memorial Young Scientist Poster Award 

 Collaboration with ICSU CODATA for 
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Organising International Training 
Workshop on Big Data for science and 
sustainability in Developing Countries 

 

Fig. 3 Inaugural Session at IGU, Hyderabad 

Special Session on SWAT application based 
watershed study was organized by Dr Pankaj 

 

 

Fig. 4 Group photo of the SWAT audience.  

Biodiversity & Climate Change. Technical 
Session I 

Chairperson: Prof. R.B. Singh, Co-Chairperson: 
Dr. Suraj Mal, Rapporteur: Subodh Chandra 
Pal 

1. Impact Of Climate Change On Snow Cover 
Dynamics And Associated Geo-Hazards In 
Bhilangana River Basin, Uttarakhand 
Himalaya. R. B. Singh, Abhishek Banerjee, 
Suraj Mal 

2. Chennai Floods 2005, 2015: Vulnerability, 

Risk and Climate Change. T. Vasantha 
Kumaran 

3. Multi-Decadal Oscillatory Behaviour And 
Trends Of Mean Temperature Of Kolkata, 
West Bengal, India. Biswajit Das 

4. The Sustainable Development Goals In The 
Conditions Of Climate Change. Leonid V. 
Sorokin 

5. The Risks Of Climate Change And The 
Future Sea Level Rise For The World's 
Population. 

6. Heat wave Effectivity and Urban Health: A 
Case Study Of NCT of Delhi. Sandesh 
Yadav 

7. Urban Growth And Its Impact On Surface 
Temperature: A Case Study Of The Baitarani 
Basin In Odisha. Siva Prasad Panda 

8. Politics Of Justice In Climate Change 
Negotiations In Context Of North-South 
Dialogue. Arun Kumar Tripathi, and Anshu 

9. Biodiversity Conservation And Sustainable 
Eco Tourism: A Case Study Of 
Jharkhaliregion, South 24 Parganas,West 
Bengal. Indrajit Roy Chowdhury 

10. A Comprehensive Study Of Five Bias 
Correction Methods Employed On Cordex 
Datasets. Mohammed Azharuddin, Mani 
Kant Verma 

11. The Role of Hills and Wetlands on the 
Urban Environment in Guwahati City, 
Assam, India. Pradip Sharma 

12. Spatio-Temporal Impact of Aerosol and 
Black Carbon on Climate of Delhi. Saidur 
Rahaman 

13. Slum Dynamics in Large Cities of India. 
Mehebub Rahaman 

Biodiversity & Climate Change. Technical 
Session II 
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Chairperson: T. Vasantha Kumaran, Co-
Chairperson: Abhra Singh, Rapporteur: P. Dhanya 

1. Landscape Memory Of Gulbarga: Change 
From Classical To Neo-Urban. Ali Raza 
Moosvi, Priya Narayanan 

2. Changes Of Land Use And Cropping 
Pattern In Mahabubabad District, 
Telangana: A Case Study. G. Raja Goud 

3. Impact Of Climatic Variables In Land Use / 
Land Cover Change Dynamics Of Southern 
Districts Of Tamil Nadu. M. Shabira Begum 

4. Flood Vulnerability Zonation Of Adayar 
Watershed – Chennai, India. M. 
Sathyaseelan, P. Masilamani, S. P. 
Karthikeyan 

5. Seasonal Variation Of Intra – Urban 
Temperature In Greater Hyderabad - A 
Spatial Perspective. N. Sridhar, Vijayabhole 

6. Using Landsat 8 Data To Explore The 
Correlation Between NDVI and Land 
SurfaceTemperatures For Lucknow City 
Area. Abhra Singh, Masood A. Siddiqui 
Green Entrepreneurship Education To Curb 
Climate Change In African Cities. Alain 
Ndedi 

7. Impact Of Climate Change On Coastal 
Ecosystem In Districts Of Coastal 
Karnataka. Ashok Kumar, Anju Singh 

8. Ecological Impacts And Mitigation 
Strategies For Rural Land Use 
Management. S. K. Azharuddin 

9. Constructing Local Sea Level Rise 
Scenarios For Assessing Impacts And 
Adaptation Needs: Insights From 
Visakhapatnam, AP, East Coast, India. P. 
Dhanya, J. Sesha Srinivas, B. 
Kalyanchakravarthy 

IGU THEMATIC CONFERENCE  
ON LAND USE/COVER CHANGES, 
BIODIVERSITY, HEALTH AND 

ENVIONMENT, LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, ROMANIA, 11th-15th 
SEPT, 2017 

The IGU Thematic Conference on Land 
Use/Cover Changes, Biodiversity, Health and 
Environment, Local and Regional 
Development, Bucharest and Tulcea, Romania, 
was jointly organized by the Institute of 
Geography, Romanian Academy together with 
the University of Bucharest under the auspices 
of the International Geographical Union. This 
scientific event brought together four IGU 
commissions: Land Use/Cover Change, Local 
and Regional Development, Biogeography and 
Biodiversity and Health and the Environment. 

Focal theme of the conference 

This International Conference aimed to 
highlight the dealing with ecosystem changes. 
Connecting land use and biodiversity is 
essential to understand the relationships 
between ecosystems and socio- economic 
systems, ecosystem services, and the potential 
risks and benefits to regional specialization and 
human welfare. Such topic calls for 
investigations on how human activities and 
global environmental changes affect terrestrial 
and freshwater ecosystems, human well-being 
and public health, what are the feedback and the 
potential local and regional futures. In this 
context, the rationale of the conference is to 
bring together scientist and stakeholders from 
various connecting fields to address different 
effects of ecosystem changes, to set-up 
mitigation and adaptation strategies and 
contribute with scientific information to 
local/regional land use, planning and 
environmental policies. 

Focal theme 

IGU Thematic Conference on Land Use/Cover 
Changes, Biodiversity, Health and 
Environment, Local and Regional Development 

Main themes 

 Land Use/Cover Change and Land 
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Degradation 
 Impacts of Land Use/Cover Changes on 

Biodiversity Loss 
 Causes and Consequences of Land 

Use/Cover Changes 
 Biodiversity Conservation and 

Management 
 Extreme Weather Events, Socio-Territorial 

Vulnerabilities and Impacts on Public 
Health 

 Environmental Changes and Human 
Health: Impacts and Inequalities 

 Distribution of Health Resources, Access to 
Health Care and Spatial Justice 

 Local Resources and Regional 
Specialization 

 Local and Regional Development: Socio-
Economic Disparities 

 Spatial Development and Territorial 
Cohesion 

 Cross-border Cooperation and Neighbourhood 
Policies 

 Governance and Policies in Planning, Land 
use and Biodiversity 

Sessions of Commission Session 1 

1. Local and regional climate regulation 
sevices provided by urban ecosystem in 
Bulgaria (the case of Karlovo Municipality. 
Bilyana Borisova, Miglena Zhiyansky, 
Stoyan Nedkov, Mariyana, Nikolova, 
Zvezdelina Aidarova. 

2. The mitigation possibility of anthropogenic 
impacts by designation IBA sites – case 
study of ecological corridor along Denube 
in Serbia. Snezana Djurdjic, Sanja 
Stojkovic, Marija Belij. 

3. Methods of local and regional analysis for 
urban oxygenating surfaces from the south-
west Oitenia Development region, 
Romaina. Marga Avram, Denisa Badlu, 
Cristian Ioja, Oana Ionus-Mititelu, Mihal-
Rizvan Nita, Maria Patroescu. 

4. The shaky ground of bioregionalism in the 
greater Mapungubwe transfrontier. 

Ndidzulafhi Innocent Sinthumule. 

5. Climat-growth relationships of Abies 
Spectabilis in a central Himlayan treeline 
ecoton. Niels Schwab, Ryszard J Kaczka, 
Udo Schickhoff. 

Session 2 

1. Invasive terrestrial plant species in Romanian 
protected areas. A geographical approach. 
Monica Dumitrascu, Ines Griegorescu, 
Gheorghe Kucsicsa, Mihai Doroftei. 

2. Valuation of ecosystem services in Karlovo 
Muncipility, Bulgaria. Boian Koulov, 
Ekaterina Ivanova, Bilyana Borisova, 
Assen Assenov, Aleksandra Ravanchka. 

3. Ecosystem efficiency integrative indicator. 
Mihail Hanzu. 

4. Promoting biodiversity knowledge: a means 
for nature conservation. Somnath Ghosal. 

5. Scars in the beauty: quarrying activities in 
the palladian landscape. Francesco 
Vallerani. 

3. Networking 

In the 2016-17 period, the Commission on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity continued to 
cooperate with other IGU Commissions as well 
as with other international groups and scientific 
bodies. For instance, the Commission‘s meeting 
2017 in Bucharest, Rumania (Thematic 
Conference on Land Use/Cover Changes, 
Biodiversity, Health and Environment, Local 
and Regional Development), was jointly 
organized by the Institute of Geography, 
Romanian Academy together with the 
University of Bucharest, the IGU Commission 
on Land Use and Land Cover Change, Local 
and Regional Development Biogeography and 
Biodiversity, and the IGU Commission on 
Health and the Environment. 

The Commission‘s annual meeting 2017 in 
Osmania University, Hyderabad 17th-19th 
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March, 2017 was jointly organized by the 
Department of Geography, University of 
Hyderabad with the IGU Commission on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity, Commission 
on Urban Geography, Local and Regional 
development, Land Use/Land cover Change. 
Moreover, the organisation of these conferences 
and other previous meetings is facilitated by 
close institutional ties to other scientific bodies. 

4. Forthcoming conferences 

Regional Conference Quebec, Canada 6th - 
10th August, 2018 

This conference is organized by the Canadian 
Association of Geographers and the Université 
Laval. The conference theme, Appreciating 
Difference, or Apprécier la différence, is a 
Quebec expression that invites participants to 
consider the world as a blank canvas that we 
must first decide how to depict before putting 
down images and words. The commission‘s 
sessions on Response of Mountain Ecosystems 
to Climate Change, Conservation of 
Biodiversity, Recent Developments and 
Expansions in Biogeography. 

I IGU Conference on Environment and 
Sustainable Livelihood in Guwahati, India 
8th-10th February, 2018 

Change is inevitable, and the greatest challenge 
we face today is change in climate, 
environment, human migration, land use 
impacting livelihood, health and well-being. 
The process of change involves people, 
resources, environment and development. 
Development interventions aiming at more 
sustainable livelihood and sustainable resource 
management, must be informed by both an 
inner perspective and a perspective addressing 
the macro context with its impact on livelihood, 
as it also refers to the challenges of food 
security and access to fresh water and energy, 
while land and water contribute to the healthy 
and sustainable management of the agriculture 
system, the role of forests cannot be underrated. 
The over exploitation of resources like water 

and forest has lead to the problems like 
increases water scarcity and man-animal 
conflicts that directly impacts the environment 
and indirectly the livelihood of the people 
especially of rural communities that are directly 
dependent on their immediate natural resource 
base. To cope with the multiple problems 
related to climate changes, deforestation, over-
population, migration etc., sustained effort will 
be required through a collective force and 
shared vision. Following commissions are 
collaborating in this conference. 

Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity; Commission on Geo-heritage; 
Commission on Land Use/Land Cover Change; 
Commission on Geography of Governance; 
Commission on Local and Regional 
Development; Soil and Water Assessment Tool 
(swat); Commonwealth Geographical Bureau 
(CGB); Commission on Agricultural 
Geography and Land Engineering  

Sub Themes 
 Climate Change and Biodiversity 
 Land Use Change and Environment 
 Changing Mountain Environment 
 Natural Hazards and Extreme Events 
 Sustainable Development and Local 

Governance 
 Population growth, Resource use and 

Environmental Change 
 Globalization, Industrialization and 

Environment 
 Urbanization and Environment 
 Agricultural development and biotechnology 
 Agriculture, Modernization and Environment 
 Deforestation and Man Animal Conflicts 
 Pollution and Environm

 IGU Thematic Conference. Practical 
Geography and XXI Century 
Challenges. 4-6 June 2018; Moscow 
Russia 

The conference which will be held under the 
auspices of the International Geographical 
Union (IGU) is dedicated to the 100th 
anniversary of the Institute of Geography of 
Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS). This 
occasion provides an opportunity to make an 
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overview of the domestic and international 
trends in geography‘s development – to analyze 
the growing impact of scientific research 
internationalization, the aggravation of global 
problems, changing theoretical paradigms, 
radical renewal of research methods and 
predictions‘ validity, as well as to strengthen 
the integration between social and 
environmental branches of geography. In 
addition to the fundamental research, Institute 
of Geography has been closely associated with 
practical demands aimed at solving urgent 
national issues related to its research agenda. Its 
stuff actively participated in the development 
and examination of territorial concepts, laws 
and norms regulating environmental protection 
and large-scale economic programs. Therefore, 
the main task of the conference is to sum up 
Russian and international experience in 
practically oriented research in the fields of 
social and environmental geography meeting 
the diverse and critical challenges of the XXI 
century. ub Themes 

 100 years of Russian geography 
 Environmental challenges 
 Socio-environmental challenges 
 Social challenges 
 Geopolitical challenges 
 Technological challenges 
 Informational challenges 
 Challenges to geographical education 

5. Publications 

Climate Change, Extreme Events and 
Disaster Risk Reduction: Towards 
Sustainable Development Goals, Mal, S., 
Singh, R.B., Huggel, C. (eds.) (2018): 
Climate Change, Extreme Events and 
Disaster Risk Reduction: Towards 
Sustainable Development Goals. Springer 
International Publishing. XVII, 209 pp. 

ISBN: 978-3-319-56468-5 (Print) 978-3-319-
56469-2 (Online) 

http://www.springer.com/de/book/978331928
9755 

This book discusses the science, causes, 
impacts and risk reduction strategies for climate 
change and disasters. It focuses on the use of 

traditional knowledge, new innovation and 
education to build a culture of safety and 
resilience at all levels in order to promote 
sustainable development goals in general and 
disaster risk reduction in particular. 

Publication Plan 

Two volumes are being planned under Springer 
Series: Sustain Development Goals 

1. ―Spatial Information Technology for 
Sustainable Development Goals‖ by D. 
Kumar, R.B. Singh and R. Kaur 
(http://www.springer.com/de/book/978331
9580388) and 

2. ―Mountain Landscapes in Transition. 
Effects of Land Use and Climate Change‖ 
by Udo Schickhoff, SB Singh and Suraj 
Mal (under preparation). 

5.3 Miscellaneous 
A new website of the Commission on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity has been 
constructed and is accessible under 
http://www.igubiogeography.com/index.html. 

Continuation 
The IGU Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity does want to continue its successful 
work during the period 2016-2020. One of the 
prime objectives of the Commission‘s work is to 
promote biogeographical teaching, research and 
scholarship and to contribute to the development 
of biogeography as an important discipline. The 
Commission meetings address various aspects of 
spatial, ecological and historical biogeography, 
and emphasize the societal relevance of 
biogeography. The themes of Commission 
meetings are rather integrative themes, 
encompassing nature and culture, encompassing 
both ecological and socio-economic aspects of 
biogeography, indicating a distinct enthusiasm 
for interdisciplinary topics such as land use and 
land cover change, people, resources and 
sustainable development, political ecology or 
livelihood enhancement of local people. The 
Commission is an active advocate of the unity of 
geography, and fully endorses efforts into a 
holistic view of emerging research problems - at 
the same time a distinguishing mark of research 
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programmes that are currently conducted by 
leading Commission members. 

A special focus of the Commission‘s work is 
promoting Biogeography in developing countries 
where it often is a thriving discipline. Recently, 
numerous studies on patterns of biodiversity, 
implications of global climate change, remote 
sensing of ecosystem properties, conservation 
biogeography, and other biogeographical aspects 
have been published by scientists from 
developing countries. The Commission seeks to 
support this development by conducting annual 
meetings preferably in developing countries and, 
in general, by contributing to establish modern 
Biogeography in various parts of the globe as a 
discipline with important applications to critical 
problems of global change. 

Objectives for 2016-2020 

To continue to explore and exploit the diversity 
of Biogeography as a discipline within 
Geography, Biology and allied disciplines, 
thereby promoting biogeographical teaching, 
research and scholarship 

To organise fora for presentation and discussion 
(i) within the IGU structures (Regional 
Conference Quebec 6th-10th August, 2018 and 
IGU Conference on Environment and Sustainable 
Livelihood in Guwahati 8th-10th February, 2018 
and IGU Thematic Conference Moscow, Practical 
Geography and XXI Century Challenges, 4th-6th 
June, 2018), (ii) by group meetings with national 
geographical bodies, and (iii) to promote 
biogeographical research and scholarship by 
geographers within other international 
organisations such as the International 
Biogeography Society (IBS), the International 

Association for Vegetation Science (IAVS), and 
other ICSU/IUBS organisations 

Using our full members, we will organise joint 
meetings with the biogeography groups in 
Canada and India in the next years. 

Using our experiences of biogeography in 
developing countries, we will continue to hold 
joint meetings in those countries to further 
promote biogeography as an important discipline 

We will continue to publish proceedings of our 
meetings wherever possible 

We continue to develop our newsletter as the 
main source of information, to be located on the 
Commission‘s new website containing 
information on its structure and activities, as well 
as on new publications and other relevant news in 
our field. 

 

A.  MEMBERSHIP  
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C16.03 Commission on Climatology 2017 
 

Steering committee members: Until August 
2016 

Chair: 
Zbigniew Ustrnul 
Department of Climatology, Institute of 
Geography and Spatial Management, 
Jagiellonian University, 
Gronostajowa 7, 30-387 Krakow, Poland 
ph: +48 12 6645324, Fax: +48 126645385, e-
mail: zbigniew.ustrnul@uj.edu.pl 

Secretary: 
Agnieszka Wypych 
Department of Climatology, Institute of 
Geography and Spatial Management, 
Jagiellonian University, 
Gronostajowa 7, 30-387 Krakow, Poland 
ph: +48 12 6645325, Fax: +48 126645385, e-
mail: agnieszka.wypych@uj.edu.pl 

Hadas Saaroni 
Department of Geography, Tel Aviv 
University, 
P.O.B 39040, Ramat Aviv, 69978 Tel Aviv, 
Israel 
ph: +972 36406470, fax: +972 3 6406243, e-
mail: Saaroni@post.tau.ac.il 

Barbaros Gönençgil 
Department of Geography, Istanbul University 
Ordu Cad. No: 196, 34459 Fatih – İstanbul, 
Turkey 
ph : +90 212 455 57 00 - 15756 , fax: +90 212 
512 21 40, e-mail: barbaros@istanbul.edu.tr 

Latifa Henia 
Faculté des Sciences Humaines et Sociales, 
Université de Tunis 94, bd du 9 avril 1938, 
1007 Tunis, Tunisie 
ph : +216 98 529 466 , fax: +216 71 567 551, e-
mail: latifa.henia@fshst.rnu.tn 

Jun Matsumoto 
Department of Geography, Tokyo Metropolitan 
University, Minami-Ohsawa 1-1, 

Hachioji-shi, 192-0397 Tokyo, Japan 
ph: +81 42 677 2596, fax: +81 42 677 2589, e-
mail: jun@center.tmu.ac.jp 

Francisco Mendonça 
Federal University of Paraná, Dep Geografia 
Centro Politecnico, Jd. Américas 81531-970 
Curitiba Brasil 
ph : +55 41 3361 3458, e-mail: chico@ufpr.br 

Ana Monteiro 
Department of Geography, Porto University, 
Via Panorâmica s/nº, , 4150 Porto, Portugal 
ph: +351 919698402, e-mail: anamt@letras.up.pt 

Roger S. Pulwarty 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and University of Colorado, 
Climate Diagnostics Centre, 
325 Broadway, R/CDC1, Boulder Colorado 
80305, USA ph: +1 303 497 4425, e-mail: 
roger.pulwarty@noaa.gov 

Nigel Tapper 
School of Earth, Atmosphere and Environment, 
Monash University, Victoria, Australia 
ph: +61 3 9905293,  
e-mail: nigel.tapper@arts.monash.edu.au 

Elena Voskresenskaya 
Marine Hydrophysical Institute, 2 Kapitanskaya 
St., 99011 Sevastopol, Ukraine 
ph: +380 692 545400, fax +380 692 544358, e-
mail: elena_voskr@mail.ru 

Alain A. Viau 
Département des sciences géomatiques, Faculté 
de foresterie et de géomatique, Pavillon Louis, 
Jacques-Casault, local 3731, Québec (Québec) 
G1K 7P4, Canada ph: +1 418 656 2072, fax: +1 
418 656 5837, e-mail: alain.viau@scg.ulaval.ca 

Since August 2016: 
Chair: 
Jun Matsumoto 
Department of Geography, Tokyo Metropolitan 
University, Minami-Ohsawa 1-1, 
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Hachioji-shi, 192-0397 Tokyo, Japan 
ph: +81 42 677 2596, fax: +81 42 677 2589, e-
mail: jun@center.tmu.ac.jp 

Secretary (administrative new member): 
Yoshihiro Iijima 

Graduate School of Bioresources, Mie 
University, 1577 Kurima-machiya-cho, Tsu, 
514-8507 Mie, Japan 

ph: +81 59 231 9354, fax: +81 59 231 9634, e-
mail: yiijima@bio.mie-u.ac.jp 

Babatunde Joseph Abiodun (new member) 

Department of Environmental and 
Geographical Science, University of Cape 
Town Rondebosch, South Africa 

ph: +27 (0) 216505737, fax : +27 21 650 3456, 
e-mail: babiodun@csag.uct.ac.za 

Zahide Acar Deniz (new member) Department 
of Geography, Mart University Barbaros 
Mahallesi, 17100 Kepez 
Belediyesi/Çanakkale Merkez/Çanakkale, 
Turkey 
ph: +90 286 2180018 – 1798, e-mail: 
zdeniz@comu.edu.tr 

Guillaume Fortin (new member) 
Département d'histoire et de géographie 
Faculté des arts et des sciences sociales, 
Université de Moncton Moncton, Canada 
ph: +1 506 858 4364, e-mail: 
guillaume.fortin@umoncton.ca 

Francisco Mendonça 

Federal University of Paraná, Dep Geografia 
Centro Politecnico, Jd. Américas 81531-970 
Curitiba Brasil 
ph : +55 41 3361 3458, e-mail: chico@ufpr.br 

Ana Monteiro 
Department of Geography, Porto University, 
Via Panorâmica s/nº, 4150 Porto, Portugal 
ph: +351 919698402,  
e-mail: anamt@letras.up.pt 

Roger S. Pulwarty 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and University of Colorado, 
Climate Diagnostics Centre, 
325 Broadway, R/CDC1, Boulder Colorado 
80305, USA ph: +1 303 497 4425, e-mail: 
roger.pulwarty@noaa.gov 

Hadas Saaroni 
Department of Geography, Tel Aviv 
University, 
P.O.B 39040, Ramat Aviv, 69978 Tel Aviv, 
Israel 
ph: +972 36406470, fax: +972 3 6406243, e-
mail: Saaroni@post.tau.ac.il 

Jennifer Salmond (new member) 
Faculty of Science, School of Environment, 
University of Auckland 23 Symonds Street 
Auckland Central New Zealand, 
ph: +64 9 923 8650, fax: +64 9 373 7434, e-
mail: j.salmond@auckland.ac.nz 

Agnieszka Wypych (new member, former 
secretary) 
Department of Climatology, Jagiellonian 
University, 
Gronostajowa 7, 30-387 Krakow, Poland 
ph: +48 12 6645325, fax: +48 126645385, e-
mail: agnieszka.wypych@uj.edu.pl  

The number of commission members in total 
and by country as of 1 December 2017 

TOTAL: 11 members in the Steering 
Committee. 

One in each of the following countries: Brazil, 
Canada, Israel, New Zealand, Poland, Turkey, 
Portugal, South Africa, and USA – 
exceptionally 2 people in Japan for 
administrative purposes – CoC Secretariat since 
August 2017. 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
S. Gregory (U. K.), M. Domroes (Germany), L. 
Nkemdirim (Canada) and Z. Ustrnul (Poland). 

SENIOR MEMBERS: 
A. Douguedroit (France), R. Brazdil (Czech 
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Republic), T. Mikami (Japan), A. Bitan (Israel). 

Newsletters have been delivered to hundreds of 
climatologists by a mailing list (CLIMLIST) 
however it was decided to complete the list of 
corresponding members (everyone interested in 
cooperating in the frame of Commission). The 
data has still being collected and prepared. 

A) MEETINGS 

a. The meetings your commission 
organized in 2016-2017 with information 
on their locations, dates, and numbers of 
participants. 

Commission on Climatology has been 
operating for international research cooperation 
and studies on the field of climatology. It 
promotes individual and group research work, 
encourage the exchange of relevant documents 
and information. The main stream of activities 
in 2016-2017 period was, on the point, focused 
on scientific information exchange. Internet has 
become the principal medium, due to which the 
cooperating members were able to share the 
results of leading-edge research. 

Co-organized meeting: 

XII – SBGC / Brazilian Symposium on 
Geographical Climatology ―Climate 
variability and susceptibility: ecosystem and 
social implications‖ at Goiânia / Brazil – 25 to 
29/10/2016 

The event counted on about 350 participants, 
and 250 scientific contributions were presented 
in oral and poster form. 

Topics: 
→ 1. Theory and method in climatology 
→2. Climate risks, vulnerability and 

susceptibilities 
→3. Urban climatology: studies and 

management of cities 
→ 4. Regional climatology and agroclimatology 
→ 5.  Climates of the Brazilian savana 
→ 6.  Emerging themes and approaches in 

climatology 

B. A brief summary of the questions 
addressed at each meeting and the findings 
or conclusions resulting from the discussions. 
Please highlight the new ideas and insights 
identified at each meeting and their 
immediate and long-term theoretical and 
practical implications. 

Informal meeting with former chair and 
secretariat: 

An informal meeting among former chair, 
Zbigniew Ustrnul, former secretariat, 
Agnieszka Wypyc and Jun Matsumoto was 
held at the Director room of the Institute of 
Meteorology and Water Management, Krakow, 
Poland. We discussed on the new steering 
committee members, newsletter publication, 
session proposal to the comig 2018 Quebec 
Regional Conference. 

b. The meetings or other events you plan to 
hold in 2018 or later years, including 
locations, dates, and the topics to be 
addressed 

IGU Regional Conference 

2018 IGU Regional Conference which will be 
held in Quebec City, 6-10 August, 2018. 

The list of Climatological Sessions is still being 
discussed. The most important topics cover: 

→  Climate Change: Recent Trends in the 
Americas 

→ Natural Hazards, Extreme Weather and 
theirs Impacts: Memorial Session I of Late 
Prof. Masatoshi Yoshino 

→  Urban Climate: Memorial Session II of 
Late Prof. Masatoshi Yoshino 

→  Current and Future Tasks of Urban 
Planning Due to Urban Climate 

→  Climate and Security 

B) NETWORKING 

A. Ways your commission has collaborated 
with other IGU Commissions and Task 
Forces during 2017. 
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B. Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter- and multi- 
disciplinary groups in 2016-2017. 

IPCC (Intergovermental Panel on Climate 
Cghange) request on nominees for the next 6th 
Assessment Report was delivered among the 
former and current steering committee 
members. As a result, IGU recommended to 
nominate Professor Alexander Polonsky of 
Scientific Head of Institute and Head of Center 
of Oceanography and Climate, Institute of 
Natural-Technical Systems of Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Russian Federation as an 
expert reviewer for WG1. 

C) PUBLICATIONS 

A. Newsletters, special journal issues, and 
books published in 2017 (please provide 
complete citations for all publications). 

NEWSLETTER 18 (will be published in 
December 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It was decided that the best way for 
disseminating information was the electronic 
one, even in developing countries where, if 
colleagues do not own private computers, all 
the universities have a website. Hard copy 
mailing was stopped. The existing lists as 
CLIMLIST is used to send around the 
Newsletters. We can be sure that the CoC 
Newsletters are provided to a great number of 
geography climatologists. 

B. The URL of the commission‘s web site. 

CoC website: http://www.klimat.geo.uj.edu.pl/ 
CoC.htm 

D) ARCHIVAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

All newsletters (since 2005) are available at the 
website 
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C16.04 Commission on Coastal Systems 2017 
 

A. Membership 

The Officers and Steering Committee of the 
Commission on Coastal Systems have consisted 
of the following members during the reporting 
period: 

Chair since 2015/ Président 
Prof. Colin Woodroffe 
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, 
University of Wollongong, 
Wollongong, NSW 2522, AUSTRALIA 
colin@uow.edu.au 

Secretary/Secrétaire, Editor of Newsletter 
Dr. Margarita Stancheva 
Department of Marine Geology and 
Archaeology Institute of Oceanology, 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
P.O. box 152, Varna 9000 BULGARIA 
stancheva@io-bas.bg 

Prof. Norbert P. Psuty (co-editor Newsletter) 
74 Magruder Road 
Instiute of Marine and Coastal Sciences Rutgers 
University 
Highlands NJ 07732 , U.S.A. 
psuty@marine.rutgers.edu 

Steering committee members 

Immediate past Chair/Ancien Président 
Prof. Edward J. Anthony, Université de 
Provence, CEREGE, UMR CNRS 6635, 
Europôle Méditerranéen de l‘Arbois, 13545 Aix 
en Provence Cedex 4, FRANCE 
anthony@cerege.fr 

Past Chair/Ancien Président Prof. Douglas J. 
Sherman Department of Geography University 
of Alabama Tuscaloosa, AL 35487 
U.S.A. 
douglas.j.sherman@ua.edu 
Prof. Françoise Breton 
European Topic Centre Terrestrial Environment 
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona 
Edifici C - Torre C5, 4a planta E-08193 

Bellaterra (Barcelona) SPAIN 
Francoise.Breton@uab.cat 

Dr. David R. Green 
Centre for Marine and Coastal Zone 
Management Department of Geography and 
Environment College of Physical Sciences 

University of Aberdeen, AB24 3UF, Scotland 
UNITED KINGDOM 
d.r.green@abdn.ac.uk 
Prof. Paolo Ciavola, 
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra, Università 
di Ferrara, 
Via Saragat 1, 
44100 Ferrara, ITALY 
cvp@unife.it 

Profa. Dra. Marinez Scherer Universidade 
Federal de Santa Catarina Centro de Filosofia e 
Ciências Humanas Departamento de 
Geociências 
Campus Universitário - Trindade Florianópolis, 
SC - 88040-970 BRASIL 
marinezscherer@gmail.com 

Dr. Raoul Laïbi 
Department of Earth Sciences Université 
d‘Abomey-Calavi Abomey-Calavi 
BENIN 
raoulaibi@yahoo.fr 

Dr. Abdelmounim El M‘rini Department of 
Earth Sciences Abdelmalek Essaâdi University 
P.O. Box 2121 Tetouan, Tetouan MOROCCO 
aelmrini@gmail.com 
Dr. Toru Tamura 
Geological Survey of Japan, AIST Central 7, 1-
1-1 Higashi, 
Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8567, JAPAN 
toru.tamura@aist.go.jp 

Prof. Paul Rooney 
Department of Geography and Environmental 
Science Liverpool Hope University 
Liverpool L169JD United Kingdom 
rooneyp@hope.ac.uk 
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Dr. Jeffrey Ollerhead Mt. Allison University 65 
York Street 
Sackville, New Brunswick CANADA E4L 1E4 
jollerhead@mta.ca 

Prof. Troels Aagaard (stepped down 2017) 
Institute of Geography and Geology University 
of Copenhagen 
DK-1350 Copenhagen K DENMARK 
taa@geo.ku.dk 

Prof. Dr. Andreas Vött (stepped down 2017) 
Natural Hazard Research and Geoarchaeology, 
Institute for Geography 

Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz Johann-
Joachim-Becher-Weg 21 

D - 55099 Mainz GERMANY 

voett@uni-mainz.de 

Number of Commission members in total and 
by country as of 28 December 2017. 

494 names with verified email addresses - 65 
countries 

ALBANIA 1 
ALGERIA 1 
ARGENTINA 4 
AUSTRALIA 9 
AZERBAIJAN 1 
  BANGLADESH 1 
BELGIUM 23 
BRAZIL 21 
BULGARIA 4 
CANADA 16 
CHILE 2 
CHINA 9 
COLOMBIA 2 
COTE D‘IVOIRE 3 
CUBA 1 
DENMARK 2 
ECUADOR 1 
EGYPT 1 
ESTONIA 5 
FINLAND 3 
FRANCE 80 

FRENCH POLYNESIA 1 
GABON 1 
GEORGIA 2 
GERMANY 18 
GREECE 5 
HONG KONG 1 
INDIA 5 
INDONESIA 1 
IRAN 1 
IRELAND 9 
ISRAEL 3 
ITALY 14 
JAPAN 5 
KOREA 2 
MALAYSIA 1` 
MEXICO 1 
MORROCO 2 
NEW ZEALAND 10 
MOZAMBIQUE 1 
NIGERIA 2 
NORWAY 2 
PERU 1 
PHILLIPINES 2 
POLAND 3 
PORTUGAL 16 
ROMANIA 9 
RUSSIA 5 
SENEGAL 1 
SINGAPORE 1 
SOUTH AFRICA 6 
SPAIN 16 
SURINAM 1 
SWEDEN 2 
SWITZERLAND 2 
TAIWAN 5 
THE NETHERLANDS 14 
TOGO 1 
TUNISIA 1 
TURKEY 5 
UKRAINE 1 
UNITED KINGDOM 29 
U S A 91 
URUGUAY 1 
VIETNAM 2 
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B. Meetings 

a. The following meetings were organised by 
the Commission on Coastal Systems in the 
period 2016-2017 with summary information 
on their locations, dates, and numbers of 
participants. 

MARCH 29–APRIL 2, 2016. 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN 
GEOGRAPHERS, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CALIFORNIA USA 

A special session of the Coastal and Marine 
Specialty Group was held in tribute to H. Jesse 
Walker who established the first IGU 
Commission on Coastal Systems Newsletter. 
There were four sessions of papers; the first 
three sessions were primarily physical in scope, 
and the fourth was human, reflecting Jess 
Walker‘s emphasis on geomorphologic 
research, but with a strong view toward human 
impacts. 

APRIL 17-22, 2016. EGU GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. VIENNA, AUSTRIA 

A special session on Coastal Zone 
Geomorphologic Interactions: natural versus 
human- induced driving was organised by 
Margarita Stancheva, Andreas Baas, Giorgio 
Anfuso, Hannes Tonnison and Guillaume 
Brunier on behalf of CCS. The session 
comprised 6 oral presentations and 21 posters. 
It covered topics such as coastal development 
behind nourished beaches, comparing X-Beach 
model results with laboratory experiments, 
coastal vulnerability and risk assessment to the 
combined effects of natural and human related 
hazards, and vulnerability to erosion. 

MAY 03-07, 2016, 2nd IBEROAMERICAN 
CONGRESS ON INTEGRATED 
COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT, 
FLORIANOPOLIS, BRAZIL 

CCS sponsored a session on ‗Current 
Approaches for the Analysis of Coastal 
Vulnerability in Iberoamerica‘ at the Congress. 
This involved about 40 contributions covering 

coastal risk and adaptation presented in both 
oral and poster sessions. 

JUNE 1-5, 2016. ANNUAL IGU COMB 
CONFERENCE, ANTALYA, TURKEY 

The Commission on the Mediterranean Basin 
(COMB) held its annual conference and CCS 
collaborated through the participation of 
Francoise Breton. 

AUGUST 21-25, 2016, 33rd 
INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL 
CONGRESS, BEIJING, P. R. CHINA 

CCS convened a session on ‗Harmonizing 
Pacific Coastal Oceans: Sustainability for a 
Future Earth‘, jointly supported by CCS and 
Future Earth Coasts (formerly IGBP/LOICZ). 
The session was chaired by Colin Woodroffe 
and Weiguo Zhang and comprised three oral 
sessions that included 10 papers and 8 posters 
on topics that ranged from the evolution of the 
Pearl River Delta, and modelling of its 
hydrodynamics to the vulnerability of low-lying 
coasts across the region. 

MARCH 30 – APRIL 2, 2017, COASTAL 
TRANSITIONS 2017. NEW HAVEN, 
CONNECTICUT, USA 

CCS was a sponsor of this meeting. 

APRIL 23-28, 2017, VIENNA, AUSTRIA, 
EUROPEAN GEOSCIENCES UNION 
(EGU) 

CCS convened two sessions at EGU in 20017. 
Session GM12.6 Coastal zone geomorphologic 
interactions: natural versus human-induced 
driving factors, continued the CCS focus on 
mechanisms responsible for coastal erosion and 
shoreline behaviour (advance or retreat), 
addressing also the many natural and 
anthropogenic factors involved. It was 
organised by Margarita Stancheva, Andreas 
Baas, Giorgio Anfuso, Hannes Tonnison and 
Guillaume Brunier comprised 6 oral 
presentations and 18 posters. Session GM12.5 
Coastal morphodynamics: nearshore, beach 
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and dunes was an additional development for 
CCS at EGU. This session, organised by Emilia 
Guisado- Pintado, Derek Jackson and Irene 
Delgado-Fernandez, was allocated two oral 
parallel sessions plus 25 very high quality 
posters featuring a range of coastal process 
themes. 

SEPTEMBER 4-7, 2017. LITTORAL 2017. 
LIVERPOOL, UK 

CCS was a sponsor for Littoral 2017, held at 
Liverpool Hope University and organised by 
Paul Rooney and the ‗Sand Dune and Shingle 
Network‘. This event brought together 
academics and coastal managers from 
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Germany, 
Lithuania, Malta, the Netherlands, Portugal, 
Spain, Turkey, and the USA, as well as from 
several universities and agencies in the UK. 
Sand dunes were a particular focus. 

b. A brief summary of the themes addressed, 
numbers of sessions and papers presented 
at these meetings. 

This has been included in the section above. 

c. The meetings or other events you plan to 
hold in 2018 or later years, including 
locations, dates, and themes if known. 

CCS will be convening the following activities 
in 2018, with future meetings to be planned: 

APRIL 08 –13, 2018 EGU GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, VIENNA, AUSTRIA. 

CCS will be sponsoring two sessions again at 
EGU in 2018: Coastal zone geomorphologic 
interactions: natural versus human-induced 
driving factors to be convened by Margarita 
Stancheva, Andreas Baas, Giorgio Anfuso , 
Hannes Tõnisson and Guillaume Brunier; and 
Coastal morphodynamics: nearshore, beach 
and dunes to be convened by Emilia Guisado- 
Pintado, Derek Jackson and Irene Delgado-
Fernandez. 

 

SEPTEMBER 03-06, 2018, ECSA 57: 
Changing estuaries, coasts and shelf systems, 
PERTH AUSTRALIA 

CCS is sponsoring a session on Similarities, 
stressors and sustainability of southern 
hemisphere estuaries on wave-dominated 
coasts, proposed by Kerrylee Rogers, Debora 
Freitas, Marinez Scherer, Janine Adams, Andy 
Green and Colin Woodroffe. This session will 
have a southern hemisphere focus. 

SEPTEMBER 27-29, 2018, CoastGIS 2018: 
Spatial planning and climate change, 
ISAFJÖRDUR, ICELAND 

CCS will sponsor this meeting; it has a focus on 
bringing together practitioners and researchers 
in the field of marine and coastal Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS), remote sensing and 
computer cartography. 

OCTOBER 04-05, 2018, COASTAL 
HAZARDS IN AFRICA, TANGIER, 
MOROCCO 

CCS will sponsor this meeting, organised by 
Abdelmounim El M‘rini, which aims to bring 
together scientists and managers interested in 
the state of African coastal zones, identifying 
the main risks, discussing measures taken to 
confront these risks, and proposing measures to 
better manage them. 

C. Networking and communication 

CCS has maintained networking and 
communication through its Newsletter, 
published twice a year, as well as through 
special sessions at meetings. 

a. CCS commenced collaboration with the 
Commission on the Mediterranean Basin 
(COMB), collaborating with COMB at 
their annual meeting in 2016. 

b. CCS collaborated with Future Earth Coasts 
(formerly the Land-Ocean Interactions in 
the Coastal Zone (LOICZ) of the 
International Geosphere-Biosphere (IGBP) 
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program), co-convening a session at the 
IGC in Beijing in 2016. 

c. CCS has continued its links with the IGCP 
program. This was established with joint 
hosting of a meeting with IGCP588 in 
2015, and has been continued by 
participation by Colin Woodroffe in an 
IGCP639 workshop in South Africa in 
September 2017. 

4. Publications 

Two Newsletters are published each year; 
numbers 74 and 75 were produced in 2016 and 
76 and 77 in 2017. 

A special issue of Earth Surface Processes and 

Landforms is being compiled by Emilia 
Guisado-Pintado, Derek Jackson and Irene 
Delgado-Fernandez, based on papers invited 
from the EGU special session; more than 20 
abstracts have been received as expressions of 
interest. 

The URL of the Commission website is: 

http://www.igu-ccs.org/ 

5. Archival Contributions 

Copies of Newsletters 74-77 have been 
submitted. 

Colin Woodroffe, Chair and Margarita 
Stancheva, Secretary 
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C16.05 Commission on Cold and High Altitude Regions 2017 

Introduction 

The Cold and High Altitude Regions 
Commission was created as a successor of Cold 
Region Environment Commission, and the 
former Periglacial Commission. A final 
decision on the continuation of the work of 
Cold Regions Environments commission 
(CRE) was taken at IGC 2016 in Beijing, in 
consultation with the IGU Executive, and 
included in the proposal to the IGU General 
Assembly in Beijing. A proposal to change the 
name of the Cold Region Environment 
Commission to ―Cold and High Altitude 
Regions‖ (IGU-CHAR) was also accepted. 

It has been stated that the new IGU-CHAR 
Commission will contribute to the realization of 
the goals of the International Geographical 
Union by: 

1) enhancing, supporting and encouraging 
inter- and trans-disciplinarity in the study 
of cold social-ecological systems through 
geographical research in Arctic, Antarctic 
and High Altitude regions. 

2) producing and disseminating new 
knowledge, and developing new 
frameworks for analysis, synthesis and 
innovation at cross-cutting scales from 
local to global; and 

3) contributing to international cooperation, 
governance and adaptation for greater 
sustainability by developing more effective 
and creative scenarios for the future, in 
response to emerging threats such as 
climate change affecting sustainability. 

A. Membership 

In the CRE Report 2012-2016 It is proposed 
that a new Steering Committee be struck, to 
include: Jean-Marie Royer; Prakash Tiwari; 
Wieslaw Ziaja; and Christian Schluchter and 

Tatiana Vlasova as a chair. It is also proposed 
to add alternate Steering Committee members. 
As a result the modified structure of Steering 
Committee was formed including also the list 
of Honorable Members who had accepted the 
invitation to continue their involvement in the 
IGU-CHAR work. So the Commission has 
grown in numbers and in interconnectedness. It 
has besides chairperson and vice-chair 9 
members and 4 Honorable Members who 
represent 12 countries. The structure of current 
steering committee, including all names and 
contact details 2017 is attached (attachment 1). 

Corresponding members of the IGU-CHAR 
Commission as of 1 December 2017 includes 
242 persons (attachment 2). 

B. Meetings 

Biennial Conference of the South African 
Association of Geomorphologists – Manzini, 
Swaziland, 25-28 July 2017 (70 participants). 

Themes of relevance to CHAR included: 

 Periglacial Geomorphology 

 Antarctic Geomorphology 

 Techniques and Methods for 
Geomorphological Research (e.g. 
Cosmogenic nuclide dating, unmanned 
aerial vehicles) 

A major discussion at the Biennial Conference 
of the South African Association of 
Geomorphologists was the call to strengthen 
practical and fieldwork skills training in the 
current Geography undergraduate programmes 
offered at universities across South Africa. 
(D.Hedding). 

Arctic-FROST: Arctic FRontiers Of 
SusTainability: Resources, Societies, 
Environments and Development in the 
Changing North. Annual Meeting. Sept 12-19, 
2017. (75 participants). The theme of the 
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meeting is ―Community Sustainability in the 
Arctic: What sustainability theories and 
practices work and what fail in Arctic 
Communities?‖ Qaqortoq, Greenland. 
(A.Petrov,T.Vlasova, N.Shiklomanov). 

EGU General Assembly 23-28 April,2017. 
Vienna (Austria). Micu D. presentation ―Space-
time analysis of snow cover change in the 
Romanian Carpathians (2001- 2016)‖ 
(D.Micu). 

International Congress of Arctic Social 
Sciences IX, Umea, Sweden. June 12- 16,2017) 
- Organizations of joint sessions in cooperation 
with the International Arctic Social Science 
Association. These sessions were devoted and 
contributed to to international cooperation, 
governance and adaptation for greater 
sustainability by developing more effective and 
creative ways and scenarios for the future, in 
response to emerging threats such as climate 
change affecting sustainability. (A.Petrov, 
G.Fondhal, T.Vlasova). 

Arctic Science Summit Week. March 30-April 
4, 2017. Prague. IGU-CHAR commission co-
organized with IASC sustainability sessions. 
One of which was devoted to Sustainability and 
resilience monitoring in the Rapid Changing 
Arctic (T.Vlasova, A.Petrov, W. Ziawa. ) Three 
members took part in IGU-CHAR Steering 
committee meeting (T.Vlasova, A.Petrov, W. 
Ziawa. ) 

IASC ISIRA Workshop: Facilitating 
International Cooperation in the Russian Arctic. 
7-8 November 2017. Moscow, Russia. 

International Arctic Science Committee (IASC) 
International Science Initiative in the Russian 
Arctic (ISIRA) is a Russian and international 
cooperative initiative which provides a forum 
for linking on-going or planned bilateral 
projects, facilitates improved scientific 
cooperation and access in the Russian Arctic. 
ISIRA convened a workshop at the Presidium 
of the Russian Academy of Science in Moscow 
to build the ISIRA network, revisit challenges 

facing international and interdisciplinary Arctic 
science, and provide suggestions as to how 
IASC, through ISIRA, could help overcome 
some of these issues. Over 50 participants (half 
Russian, half representing 12 other countries) 
participated, including a number of Indigeous 
participants as well as early career researchers. 
(T.Vlasova) 

American of Association of Geographers 
(AAG) Annual Meeting, Boston, MA (April 
10-14, 2017). ―Polar Geography‖ sessions 
(A.Petrov) 

International Workshop on Climate Change 
Adaptation Tool Kit Development for 
Himalaya, on 3-4 October 2017, New Delhi. 
Participants from Australia, China, Nepal and 
India. (P.Tiwari). 

World Resource Forum 2017 (WRF 2017), 
Geneva, Switzerland. October 2017. Professor 
Prakash C. Tiwari made presentation on ‗Trans 
Boundary Headwater Governance in Hindu 
Kush Himalaya‘ and ‗Women's Innovative 
Farming Systems under Climate Change in 
Himalaya‘. (P.Tiwari). 

International Course on South American 
Geocryology at the Universidad Nacional de San 
Juan, Argentina. (November 2017) Participants 
from Argentina and Chile. (D.Trombotto). 

2nd Asian Conference on Permafrost 
(ACOP2017) held at Hokkaido University, 
Sapporo, Japan. 2017. Dario Trombotto. 
Member of the International Science 
Committee. (D.Trombotto). 

Working meeting with the CLIC group in 
Wellington, New Zealand. 2017, February. 
Presentation in an extra and plenary session for 
the debate on the processes that occur in 
mountain permafrost. With the assistance of Dr. 
Lawrence Hislop from the Polar Institute of 
Norway. A regional Himalayan-Andes work 
commitment was established between Dr. S. 
Kang of the Institute of Tibetan Plateau 
Research, CAS, China, member of the executive 
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committee, with his South American pair D. 
Trombotto Liaudat (CONICET). (D.Trombotto). 

Arctic Circle 2017, October 2017, Reykjavik, 
Iceland. Problems of IGU-CHAR (including 
international collaboration in organization of 
research activities) were discussed during several 
sessions. This conferences was the biggest (c. 
2000 participants) scientific-political conferences 
on the Arctic. Such conferences are being 
organized every year in Reykjavik in October. 
(W. Ziaja). 

In 2018 the Commission plans to hold 
following main meetings: 

The 2018 International Geographical Union 
Regional Conference, Quebec, Canada, 6-8 
August 2018. Open CHAR Commission 
session as well as Special session of the 
Commission ―Arctic regions: diversity as a 
resource for building sustainability‖. 
(T.Vlasova, G.Fondahl, B.Collingnon, Maria-
Jeanne Royer). 

Arctic-FROST workshop on benefits sharing in 
the Arctic (Yakutsk,Russia, April 2018) 
(A.Petrov, T.Vlasova). 

IASC Open conference ―POLAR 2018‖. 
Davos, Switzerland. June 2018. IGU-CHAR 
co-organized a session: Current and future 
change, sustainability and resilience in the Polar 
Regions. (A.Petrov, T.Vlasova, G.Fondahl). 

Arctic-FROST Meeting in Junea, Alaska, USA. 
September 2018. (A.Petrov, Vlasova). 

September 2018: Co-organization of an 
international workshop on research methods, 
tools and instruments for the temperate cold and 
high altitude regions, together with West 
University of Timisoara (UVT, Timisoara, RO 
- https://geografie.uvt.ro/) and Université de 
Québec à Montreal (UQAM, Montreal, CA - 
https://uqam.ca) (D. Micu). 

IGU Thematic conference. Practical Geography 
and XXI Century Challenges, Moscow Russia, 
4-6 June 2018. Special session of the 

Commission ―Cold & High Altitude Regions 
research for achieving sustainability‖. 

C. Networking 

In 2017 IGU-CHAR commission actively 
collaborated with other research networks and 
organizations, such as: 

South African Association of 
Geomorphologists. D.Hedding; Society of 
South African Geographers. D.Hedding; 

IACS (International Association of Cryospheric 
Sciences). D.Micu in September 2017 has 
become a member of IACS (International 
Association of Cryospheric Sciences); 

Arctic Frost Network. ―Arctic-FROST: Arctic 
FRontiers Of SusTainability: Resources, 
Societies, Environments and Development in 
the Changing North‖ (NSF PLR #1338850). 
(A.Petrov, T.Vlasova, N.Shiklomanov); 

European Geosciences Union (EGU). 
Participation in EGU events (D.Micu); 
International Arctic Science Committee 
(IASC). T.Vlasova, A.Petrov; International 
Arctic Social Science Association 
(IASSA).A.Petrov, T.Vlasova, G.Fondahl; 

University of the Arctic (UA) A.Petrov, 
T.Vlasova; 

Sustainable Development Working (SDWG) of 
the Arctic Council (A.Petrov). 

Also collaboration goes through many 
international projects such as: 

International Collaborative Project 'Sustainable 
Natural Resource Use in Arctic and High 
Mountainous Areas' with twelve instituions 
from Europe, Russia and India. (P.Tiwari); 

International Collaborative Project on 'Urban 
Growth, Land-Use Change, and Growing 
Vulnerability in the Greater Himalaya 
Mountain Range Across India, Nepal, and 
Bhutan' with Yale University, New Haven, 
USA; University of British Columbia, 
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Vancouver, Canada and ICIMOD, Kathmandu, 
Nepal. Project funded by NASA, USA. (P. 
Tiwari). 

International Collaborative Project on 'Climate 
Smart Agriculture in South Asia' with New 
Castle University, Newcastle, UK and 
University of Paradanya, Kandy, Sri Lanka. 
Project funded by Royal Society, UK. 
(P.Tiwari). 

International project: Southeastern Spitsbergen 
landscape-seascape and biodiversity dynamics 
under current climate warming. International 
project financed by The Prince Albert II of 
Monaco Foundation and The Jagiellonian 
University in Krakow, realized in the period 15 
March 2016 – 15 March 2017, with the summer 
scientific expedition to SE Spitsbergen in 
2016.Leader of the project: Krzysztof Ostafin; 
Vice- Leader of the project: Wieslaw Ziaja. 

Cooperative efforts of IGU-CHAR with 
ICSU 

Cooperative efforts with the ICSU (the 
International Council for Science) through 
International Arctic Science Committee (IASC) 
which is a ICSU member: 

IGU-CHAR Commission collaborated with 
IASC by organizing its own session (titled 
Sustainability and resilience monitoring in the 
Rapid Changing Arctic) 

, led by A.Petrov and T.Vlasova during the 
Arctic Science Summit Week 2017 in Prague 
31 March–7 April 2017. 

IGU-CHAR Commission collaborating with 
IASC participating in IASC ISIRA Workshop: 
Facilitating International Cooperation in the 
Russian Arctic. 7-8 November 2017. Moscow, 
Russia.The formation of the special Arctic 
Science Agreement Task Force group with 
IASC, IASSA, University of the Arctic and 
IGU- CHAR Commission as active participants 
was proposed (T.Vlasova). 

D. Publications directly related to 

Commission activities, 2017 

Petrov, A.N., BurnSilver, S., Chapin III, F.S., 
Fondahl, G., Graybill, J., Keil, K., Nilsson, 
A.E., Riedlsperger, R. and Schweitzer, P. 2017. 
Arctic Sustainability Research: Past, Present 
and Future. Routledge. 

Masrur, A.,* Petrov, A. and DeGroote, J. 2017. 
Circumpolar Spatio-Temporal Patterns and 
Contributing Climatic Factors of Wildfire 
Activity in the Arctic Tundra from 2001 to 
2015. Environmental Research Letters, 

104244.R2 https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/a 

Tyasiachniouk, M. and Petrov, A. 2017. Benefit 
Sharing in the Arctic Energy Sector: 
Perspectives on Corporate Policies and 
Practices in Northern Russia and Alaska. 

Energy Research and Social Science DOI 
10.1016/j.erss. 2017.10.014 

Zbeed, S.* and Petrov, A. 2017. Inventing the 
New North: Patents & Knowledge Economy in 
Alaska. Arctic Yearbook 2017. Akyreuri. 

Petrov, A. and Cavin, P.* 2017. Creating New 
Path through Creative Capital: Theories and 
Evidence from the Northern Periphery. Journal 
of Rural and Community Development, 12(2-3). 

Vlasova, T., Petrov, A. and Volkov, S. 2017. 
Arctic Sustainability Monitoring within the 
International collaboration on Arctic Observing 
and Research for Sustainability. Arctic Herald. 
1, 2017. 132-136. 

Ansorge, I., Skelton, P., Bekker, A., de Bruyn, 
P.J.N., Butterworth, D., Cilliers, P., Cooper, J., 
Cowan, D.A., Dorrington, R., Fawcett, S., 
Fietz, S., Findlay, K.P., Froneman, P.W., 
Grantham, G.H., Greve, M., Hedding, D.W., 
Hofmeyr, G.J.G, Kosch, M., le Roux, P.C., 
Lucas, M., MacHutchon, K., Meiklejohn, K.I., 
Nel, W., Pistorius, P., Ryan, P.G., Stander, J., 
Swart, S., Treasure, A., Vichi, M. and Jansen 
van Vuuren, B., 2017: Exploring South Africa‘s 
southern frontier: A 20-year vision for polar 
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research through the South African National 
Antarctic Programme, South African Journal of 
Science, 113, a0205. 

Tiwari, P.C. and Joshi, B. (2017), Local 
Institutions and Forest Governance in 
Himalaya, in Karubaki Datta (ed) Man Forest in 
the Himalayas and Northeast, B. R. Publishing 
Corporation, Delhi, India, pp. 33-60. 

Ziaja W., Ostafin K. , 2017. P182. Landform 
transformation in the southeastern Spitsbergen 
coast. Book of Abstracts, The Arctic Science 
Summit Week 2017 ―A Dynamic Arctic in 
Global Change‖, 31 March–7 April 2017, 
Prague, Czech Republic, Clarion Congress 
Hotel, 163 (conference abstract). 

Ziaja W., Ostafin K., Maciejowski M. , 2017: 
O155. Landscape and biodiversity 
transformation under climate warming in the 
southeastern Spitsbergen coast, 1900– 2016. 
Book of Abstracts, The Arctic Science Summit 
Week 2017 ―A Dynamic Arctic in Global 
Change‖, 31 March–7 April 2017, Prague, 
Czech Republic, Clarion Congress Hotel, 209 
(conference abstract). 

Węsławski M., Ziaja W. (eds.) , 2017: Strategia 
polskich badań polarnych – koncepcja na lata 
2017–2027. Strategy for Polish Polar Research 
– a concept for the years 2017–2027. A study 
prepared by the Polish Polar Consortium in 
collaboration with the Committee on Polar 
Research, Polish Academy of Sciences, 40 
pages (bilingual Polish-English report). 

Micu D., Şandric I. (2017), Space-time analysis 
of snow cover change in the Romanian 
Carpathians (2001-2016), EGU General 
Assembly, 23-28 April, Vienna (Austria) 
(abstract ID EGU2017-1824). 

Micu, M., Jurchescu, M., Mărgărint, C., 
Şandric, I., Micu, D., Chiţu, Z., Ciurean, R., 
Ilinca, V., Vasile, M. (2017), Chapter 32. Mass 
movements, In Hillslope Evolution by Mass 
Movement Process, In the volume Landform 
dynamics and evolution in Romania (Rădoane 

M., Vespremeanu-Stroe A. eds.), Springer 
Nature, Springer Verlag 
(https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F97
8-3-319-32589-7). 

Marcus Carson, Martin Sommerkorn, Tatiana 
Vlasova et.al. A resilience approach to 
adaptation actions // Adaptation Actions for a 
Changing Arctic: Perspectives from the Barents 
Area. Arctic Monitoring and Assessment 
Programme (AMAP). Chapter 8.— Oslo, 
Norway, 2017. — P. 195–217. ISBN – 13 978-
82-7971-102-5 ). 

T.Vlasova, A.Petrov, J.Larsen, S.Volkov, 
A.Khropov, I. Lytkin . Monitoring Arctic 
sustainability: transdisciplinary approaches and 
methods / Arctic Science Summit Week, 
Prague, 2017. — Arctic Science Summit Week, 
«A Dynamic Arctic in Global Change‖. Book 
of Abstracts. Session: Progress on the 
Development of a Pan- Arctic Observing 
System Prague, 2017 Prague. Prague, 2017. № 
O 230 — P.205. 

T. Vlasova, N.Kaplin, A.Medvedkov, 
S.Volkov. Monitoring local, indigenous 
peoples'control over socio-ecological systems 
sustainability: The case from the taiga zone of 
Siberia/ Arctic Science Summit 
Week,Prague,2017.Session: Sustainability and 
Resilience Monitoring in the Rapidly Changing 
Arctic. — Arctic Science Summit 
Week,Prague, 2017 Prague, 2017. № O 020—
P.161. 

E. Archival Contributions. Some 
photographs from CHAR-IGU 
Commission meetings, field excursions, 
and other events are attached. 

F. Suggestions for Commission activities in 
2018 and after. 

Following the realization of the goals stated by 
the Commission for 2017, it is suggested to put 
more attention to interdisciplinary geographical 
research focused on sustainability and resilience 
of complex socio-ecological systems. Assessing 
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the sustainability and resilience of integrated 
socio-ecological systems involves a better 
understanding of the complex interactions 
between social and ecological domains and 
facilitates the creation of resilient socio- 
ecological systems whilst increasing learning 
and knowledge capacities of polar communities 
and their ability to shape change. Monitoring 

sustainability and resilience of integrated socio-
ecological systems through indicators serves 
several goals: (1) it focuses on interactions 
between social and ecological domains. (2) it 
increases learning and knowledge capacities of 
local communities and their ability to shape 
change and (3) will help to plan for a 
sustainable future. 
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C16.06 Commission on Cultural Approach in Geography 2017 

Steering committee details: 

Corresponding members: 

Argentina 11 
Australia 14 
Austria 7 
Bangladesh 1 
Belgium 5 
Brazil 17 
Cambodia 1 
Canada 41 
Chile 1 
China 16 
Colombia 6 
Croatia 1 
Czech Republic 2 
Denmark 1 
Estonia 2 
Finland 3 
France 92 
Germany 89 
Greece 2 
Iceland 1 
India 6 
Ireland 10 
Israel 7 
Italy 24 
Japan 16 
Korea (South) 9 
Luxembourg 2 
Mexico 4 

Netherlands 10 
New Zealand 5 
Norway 2 
Peru 1 
Poland 5 
Portugal 8 
Russia 9 
Singapore 1 
Slovenia 2 
South Africa 5 
Spain 23 
Sweden 8 
Switzerland 15 
Taiwan 1 
United Kingdom 37 
USA 46 
unknown 28 

Total : 596 (Cultural Approach Commission), 
as of January 2018 

Report for 2016-17: 

I took officially my duty in January 2017. It took 
sometimes to get all the information from Benno's 
secretary. The mailing list was updated. The 
official site of the commission has not however yet 
been taken into control (I have no clue to whom I 
should talk to to get the codes). 

In a year without IGU conference, a call for 
papers for sessions was made in association 
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with the Meditteranean Studies commission, at 
the EUGEO in September.  

Title : "Us and them". We had three sessions, 
11 communications, it was attended overall by 
say 50 persons. A Cultural Commission 
meeting was held at he end of the third session;; 
12 persons attended. 

Four calls for papers has been published for the 
Québec Conference. The commission is going 
to meet, and put into place a full steering 
commitee to give new impulses to the 

commission. 

A+ Louis Louis Dupont 

Professeur des Universités 

UFR de géographie et d'aménagement 

Paris Sorbonne Université Directeur 
Laboratoire CNRS, EneC 

Président Commission Approche Culturelle 
Union géographique internationale 
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C16.07 Commission on the Dynamics of Economic Spaces 2017 
 
A. MEMBERSHIP 

The IGU Commission on the Dynamics of 
Economic Spaces (CDES) does not have a formal 
membership base. However, the steering 
committee consists of fourteen members from 
different countries (Australia, Canada, China, 
Germany, Hungary, New Zealand, Norway, 
Poland, Singapore, Slovak Republic, The 
Netherlands, Turkey, UK, US). Our 
‗membership‘ list we use to distribute information 
consists of 552 active email addresses from all 
over the world (November 2017). 

The members of the Steering Committee of the 
IGU Commission on the Dynamics of 
Economic Spaces are as follows: 

Chair: Christine Tamásy, University of 
Greifswald, Institute for Geography and 
Geology, GERMANY.  
Email: christine.tamasy@unigreifswald.de 
Vice Chair: Nuri Yavan, University of Ankara, 
Department of Geography, Ankara University, 
Faculty of History and Geography, Ankara 
06100 TURKEY.  
Email: nuri.yavan@ankara.edu.tr 

Niels Beerepoot, University of Amsterdam. 
Amsterdam Institute for Metropolitan and 
International Development Studies, Nieuwe 
Prinsengracht 130, 1018 VZ Amsterdam Room: 
G2.16, NETHERLANDS.  
Email: n.p.c.beerepoot@uva.nl 

Eva Kiss, Geographical Research Institute, 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budaörsi út 
45, H-1112. Budapest XI, HUNGARY. Faculty 
of Economics, West-Hungarian University, 
9400 Sopron, Erzsébet u 9. HUNGARY. 
Email: kiss.eva@csfk.mta.hu 

Hege Knutsen, University of Oslo, Department 
of Sociology and Human Geography, Moltke 
Moes vei 31 Harriet Holters hus0851 Oslo, 
NORWAY. Email: h.m.knutsen@sosgeo.uio.no 

Rene Matlovic, Department of Geography and 
Regional Development, University of Presov, 
17 Novemra Street, No. 15, 080 01 Presov, 
SLOVAK REPUBLIC, 
Email: rene.matlovic@unipo.sk 

Charles Mather, Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, St. John's, Newfoundland, A1B 
3X9, CANADA. Email: cmather@mun.ca 

Piotr Pachura, Czestochowa University of 
Technolgy, European Faculty of Engineering, 
42- 201 Czestochowa, ul. Dabrowskiego 69, 
POLAND. Email: piotr.t.pachura@gmail.com 

Bill Pritchard, School of Geosciences, 
University of Sydney, Madsen Building, Rm 
450, NSW 2006, AUSTRALIA. Email: 
bill.pritchard@sydney.edu.au 

Neil Reid, Department of Geography and 
Planning, The University of Toledo, Toledo, 
Ohio 43606 USA Email: neil.reid@utoledo.edu 

Michael Roche, Massey University, School of 
People, Environment and Planning, Private Bag 
11 222, Palmerston North 4442, NEW 
ZEALAND. Email: m.m.roche@massey.ac.nz 

Henry Wai-chung Yeung, Department of 
Geography, National University of Singapore, 1 
Arts Link, 117570, SINGAPORE. Email: 
henryyeung@nus.edu.sg 

The commission‘s current website is accessible 
under the following address (until the end of 
2017): www.uni-vechta.de/igu/ 

B. MEETINGS 

The Commission held and/or participated in the 
following events during 2016/2017: 

The 33rd International Geographical Congress, 
Beijing, China, August 21-25, 2016. The 
Commission organized three sessions on the 
following themes: 
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1. Rethinking the Dynamics of Economic 
Spaces: New Themes, New Ideas and New 
Approaches 

2. Placing Finance in Urban and Regional 
Development 

3. Foreign Direct Investment and Migration. 

Mini-conference on ―New Resource 
Economies‖, Massey University, Palmerston 
North, New Zealand, November 24-26, 2016. 

Mini-Conference on ―Sustainable Costal Zones: 
Challenges, Governance, and 
Transitions/Engagement‖, Southern 
Connecticut State University, New Haven, 
United States, March 30 – April, 2, 2017. 

Further planned meetings: 

1. IGU Mini-Conference on Rural-Urban 
Linkages for Sustainable Development: An 
Economic Geography Perspective July 19 – 
21, 2018 Innsbruck (Austria). 

As intertwined processes of globalization, 
digitalisation, environmental challenges and the 
search for sustainable development continue, 
rural and urban areas around the world become 
more and more interconnected – and 
interdependent. To a strong degree the rural 
population still commutes or migrates to the 
urban centres and depends on their workplaces, 
infrastructure or market access while the 
recreation of urban citizens happens in rural 
areas. Beside these ―usual‖ connections in 
which the balance of power is shifting in favour 
of the ―urban‖ far more complex phenomena 
are visible around the world. 

A rural transformation is ongoing where some 
authors detect a ‗rural renaissance‘ for 
businesses or place rural areas in the centre of 
sustainability transitions. In combination with 
(counter) urbanisation processes a new creative 
industry, cross-sectoral linkages or new 
arrangements for sustainable food systems 
arise. We observe similar lifestyles in both rural 
and urban areas. The rural is „coming into 

town, with things like urban gardening. Spill-
over and spill-in effects take place through new 
coalitions and networks of residents and 
newcomers. On the one side, these new 
linkages challenge the dominant regime and 
create new opportunities. On the other hand, 
they also tighten the interdependencies of rural 
and urban to provide a range of goods and 
services. 

Sustainability as a holistic concept for 
development is a basis for an approximation of 
the rural and the urban. The need to ―plan‖ or 
govern the mentioned developments to a more 
inclusive and well balanced form is not new. 
The Agenda 21 already stressed out the 
importance of common development strategies 
for urban and rural areas. Today the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) highlight this 
necessity. Especially in SDG 11 the target 11.a 
seeks „to support positive economic, social and 
environmental links between urban, peri-urban 
and rural areas [..]―. UN Habitat demonstrates 
through the New Urban Agenda the demand „to 
bridge the development gap between the urban 
and the rural―, defining ten entry points to 
urban-rural linkages (see UN Habitat 2017). 

2. Global Conference on Economic 
Geography. Cologne, Germany, July 24-27, 
2018. 

3. IGU Regional Conference 2018, August 6-
10, 2018, Quebec, Canada. 

4. IGU International Geographical Congress, 
2020, Istanbul, Turkey. 

C. NETWORKING 

CDES did not engage in any collaboration with 
other IGU Commissions and task forces during 
2016-2017. 

During 2016/2017 the IGU-CDES had no 
cooperative efforts with either the International 
Social Science Council (ISSC) or the 
International Council for Science (ICSU) 
programs. 
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D. Publications 

CDES has continued its very successful 
publishing relationship with Routledge 
Publishers. The book series is entitled 
Dynamics of Economic Space and the Chair of 
the Commission serves as the Series Editor. 
One book is forthcoming as outcome of 
previous conferences. 

Morrissey. J.E. and C.P. Heidkamp: Towards 
Coastal Resilience and Sustainability 
(Forthcoming): 

E. ARCHIVAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

CDES has not provided any archival materials 
available but would be willing to do so. 
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C16.08 Commission on Environmental Evolution 2017 
 

A. MEMBERSHIP 

Steering Committee 

The Chair of the Commission: Dr. Elena 
Novenko (Russia), M.V. Lomonosov Moscow 
State University, Faculty of Geography, 
Department of Physical Geography and 
Landscape Science, 119991, Moscow, GSP-1, 1 
Leninskiye Gory, Phone: +7(495) 939-22-54; Fax 
+7(495) 939-88- 36, e-mail: lenanov@mail.ru 

The vice chair of the Commission: Dr. Fahu 
Chen (China), Professor of Physical Geography 
and Quaternary Research, Director of MOE 
Key Laboratory of West China's Environmental 
System, Vice President of Lanzhou University 
Research School of Arid Environment and 
Climate Change Lanzhou University, 222 
Tianshuinanlu Lanzhou, Gansu, China 730000, 
e-mail: chenfh@lzu.edu.cn 

The secretary: Dr. Alexander Olchev (Russia) 
A.N. Severtsov Institute of Ecology and 
Evolution of RAS, Leninsky Prospect 33, 
Moscow, 119071, Russia, E-mail: 
aoltche@gmail.com 

a.  The members of Commission‘s Steering 
Committee: 

1. Lyudmila S. Shumilovskikh (Germany) 
Department of Palynology and Climate 
Dynamic, Georg-August-University 
Göttingen, e-mail: 
shumilovskikh@gmail.com 

2. Toshihiko Sugai (Japan) Dept.Natural 
Environmental Studies, Graduate School of 
Frontier Sciences, The University of Tokyo, 
e-mail: sugai@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp 

3. Rama Prasad (India) Dept. of Geography, 
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur, e-mail: 
ramaprasad10@gmail.com 

4. Maryna S. Komar (Ukraine) Head of the 

Palaeontological Museum, National Museum 
of Natural History, National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine, e-mail: 
maryna.kom@gmail.com 

5. Jiri Chlachula (Czech Republic) Laboratory 
for Palaeoecology, University Zlin, e-mail: 
Altay@seznam.cz 

6. Richard J. Payne (United Kingdom) 
University of York, Environment 
Department, Heslington, York. e-mail: 
richard.payne@york.ac.uk 

7. Loukas Barton (USA). Department of 
Anthropology, University of Pittsburgh, e-
mail: loukas@pitt.edu 

8. Ana Bozena Sabogal Dunin Borkowski De 
Alegria (Peru). Director Maestria Desarrollo 
Ambental, Coordinador Sección Geografía en 
Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Perú, e-
mail: asabogal@pucp.pe 

9. Vaida Seiriene, Institute of Geology and 
Geography, , Vilnius, Lithuania, e-mail: 
seiriene@geo.lt 

B. The number of commission members in 
total and by country as of 1 December 
2017. 

Russia – 145, Belarus -8, Ukraine – 8, 
Kazakhstan – 3, Azerbaijan -3, Estonia – 1, 
Lithuania - 3 

Kirgizstan – 1, Turkmenistan -1, Germany -15, 
Czech Republic – 3, Poland -3, Japan – 7, 
China -25, 

Israel -1, Australia -1, Great Britain -3, Canada 
– 1, USA – 6, Netherlands -2, India -3, Chile - 1 

Total - 244 

Additionally the participants of each conference 
and meeting are automatically on the mailing 
list for 2-3 upcoming events. 
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B. MEETINGS IN 2016-2017 

1. The 33rd International Geographical 
Congress 

―Shaping Our Harmonious Worlds‖, 21-25 
August, 2016, Beijing, China 

The IGU Commission on Environment 
Evolution organized 4 special sessions in a 
frame of this Congress 

 Environment Evolution and Human 
Activity in the late Quaternary (Conveners: 
Elena Novenko and Alexander Olchev) 

 Climate - vegetation interaction under past 
and future climate conditions (Conveners: 
Alexander Olchev and Elena Novenko) 

 Prehistoric Human Occupation and 
Environmental Changes on Tibetan Plateau 
and Surroundings (Conveners: Fahu Chen, 
David Madsen, Georg Miehe, Dongju 
Zhang) 

 Climate Change and Human-Environment 
Interaction From Neolithic to Historical 
Periods (Conveners: Fahu Chen, David 
Zhang, Guanghui Dong, Peter Turchin, 
John Dodson) 

The program of the sessions in a frame of the 
Commission on Environment Evolution 
included 60 oral presentations and 35 posters. 
The participants from Russia, China, Germany, 
USA, United Kingdom, Canada, Greece, 
Armenia, Iran, Mongolia and India took part in 
these special sessions. 

The main topics that have been discussed on the 
special sessions: landscape and climate 
dynamics in the Pleistocene and the Holocene 
in different region of the World, initial 
occupation of the Eurasia by men, men and 
environment interaction and land use in the 
Holocene. The special attention was paid to the 
problems human occupation of the Tibetan 
Plateau and environmental changes and climate 
fluctuations during these processes. The aim of 
the special sessions by the IGU Commission on 

Environment Evolution was to bring an up-to-
date perspective on the environmental and 
climatic change and its impact on the process of 
prehistoric human occupation on Eurasia in the 
late Pleistocene and Holocene. The noticeable 
interest for the sessions and heated discussions 
demonstrated a success of this initiative. The 
another direction of the commission‘s activity 
in the Congress was the session dedicated to 
problems of human-environment relationships 
in the recent past, modern forest ecosystems 
and prognosis of their dynamics in future. 

2. The Conference "Routes of Evolutionary  
Geography" in memory of Professor 

A. A. Velichko, the first Chair and founder 
of the IGU Commission on Environment 
Evolution, November 23-25, 2016, 
Moscow, Russia. 

Scientific conference "Routes of Evolutionary 
Geography" was held by the Institute of 
Geography RAS on November 23-25, 2016, in 
memory of Professor Andrei A. Velichko, the 
first Chair of the IGU Commission on 
Environment Evolution, an outstanding 
geographer who made a great contribution into 
the Quaternary Science in Russia and outlined 
the new direction in the geographical science – 
the Evolutionary geography. The Conference 
was a great forum for geographers from 
evolutionary geography, palaeogeography and 
geomorphology. The program included 106 
oral presentations and 45 posters. 

The program of the conference was focused on 
three major issues of evolutionary geography. 

1) Problems of the Quaternary 
palaeogeography. This section includes 
both general issues of Quaternary Science 
and current research results from different 
regions of Northern Eurasia – glaciated and 
non-glaciated regions of the East European 
Plain, Western and Eastern Siberia, Russian 
Far East, European and Siberian Arctic. 

2) Multiscale climate and landscape changes: 
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reconstruction and prediction. The section 
contains contributions on climate, biota, soil 
cover and landform changes at the time scales 
since the Early Quaternary to the Holocene. 
Another topic is long-term climate and 
landscape forecasting based on palaeodata. 

3) Environmental forcing of human society 
formation and development at the early 
stages. 

The conference included oral and poster 
presentation were the product of research 
collaborations of specialists in co-evolution of 
human societies and natural environment. Results 
of current studies of archaeological sites in the 
European part of Russia and Siberia provided 
comparisons of societal and environmental 
development since the Early and Middle 
Paleolithic to the Mesolithic, discussions on 
mechanisms of human adaptation to 
environmental changes, archaeological and DNA 
studies of human migrations. 

3. The International Conference on 
Evolutionary Geography and Palynology 
―Actual problems of Palynology‖ in 
memory of V.P. Crichuk, June, 5-8, 
2017, Moscow, Russia. 

The International Conference on Evolutionary 
Geography and Palynology ―Actual problems of 
Palynology‖ dedicated to the 110th anniversary of 
the famous Russian palynologists Vladimir 
Crichuk held in Lomonosov Moscow State 
University Faculty of Geography, June, 5-8, 2017. 
The Conference was organized by the IGU 
Commission on Environment Evolution, the 
Russian Palynological Commission and 
Lomonosov Moscow State University. Participants 
from 8 countries (Russia, Germany, Ukraine, 
Belorussia, Slovakia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and 
Abkhazia) took part in the conference. The 
programme included 77 oral and 31 poster 
presentations. 

The main topics of the conference were follow: 

 Methods of palaeoecology. New laboratory 

methods, innovation in sample preparations, 
new approaches in data analysis. 

 Pollen biology, morphology and systematics. 
Palynology in phylogenetic research. 

 Algal flora, Diatom analysis and other 
micro algae for palaeoecology and 
ecological indication. 

 Quaternary: stratigraphy, palaeogeography, 
sedimentation, evolution of climate and 
vegetation. 

 Mezozoic, Palaeozoic and Pre-Cambrian: 
stratigraphy, palaeogeography, sedimentation, 
environment evolution. 

Each topic included keynote plenary lectures by 
experts in the field of paleoecological research 
and palynology, short talk session and discussions 
on a range of relevant topics related to 
environment evolution, providing a lively and 
comprehensive conference. The special attention 
in the conference was paid to explore the 
trajectory of climate change and human-
environment interaction in the Holocene, and 
understand the pattern, mechanisms and evolution 
of man- environment relationships during this 
period. Oral and poster presentations were related 
to reconstructions of landscape dynamics and 
climate change in various regions in Russia, 
Belarus, Ukraine, China, Montenegro and Israel 
on the base of multi-proxy data; history of fossil 
flora of the different geological epochs. Unique 
pollen records obtained in Arctic, Russian Far 
East and Siberia were presented in a number of 
researches. One of the most important sessions 
was aeropalynology and pollen indication of 
environment conditions in places of subsurface 
nuclear explosions. 

Book of abstracts (in Russian) is available: 
http://www.geogr.msu.ru/structure/labs/notl/na
uchd/downloads/index.php 

4. Other events 

A series of three one-day workshops 
―Landscape dynamics and human-environment 
interactions in the forest zone of the east 
European plain during the Holocene: landscape 
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dynamics and land use history‖. Moscow, 
November – December, 2017. 

The series of three one-day workshops with 
common topic ―Landscape dynamics and 
human- environment interactions in the forest 
zone of the east European plain during the 
Holocene: landscape dynamics and land use 
history‖ was organized together with the 
Commission of Physical Geography of the 
Russian Geographical Society and held in 
Lomonosov Moscow State University, Faculty 
of Geography, November, 8 and 22 and 
December, 6. The program of each workshop 
included 3-4 detail oral presentations followed 
by numerous questions and heated discussions 
in working groups and general discussions. The 
main issues of workshops were reconstructions 
of vegetation and climate history in several 
model areas in taiga, broadleaf forests and 
forest steppe region, reconstructions of land use 
history of these areas, fire regimes. One of the 
workshops was dedicated to methods of spatial 
landscape reconstructions. The mean number of 
participants was 25-30. 

5. Promotion of geographical knowledge 

Collaborated activities of the IGU 
Commission on Environment Evolution with 
the Stupino Regional Museum for promotion 
of geographical knowledge 

The IGU Commission on Environment 
Evolution performed a series of actions in the 
local Museum in a small town of Stupino 
(Moscow region) for promotion of geographical 
knowledge and environmental problems. The 
main aim of these actions was the contribution 
of geographical education to global 
understanding. 

The first series of these actions was carried out 
in March and April, 2016 and after a success 
the performances were repeated in April, 2017. 
The actions spent a full day in weekend with 
two week interval. The Museum provided a 
broad announcement in local mass medium and 
TV. 

The main topics of the actions were follow: 

 Peatlands – unique ecosystems and 
treasurers of ancientry 

 Ice age – scientific facts and hypotheses 

 Men and environment: 30 thousand years 
long history 

Additional topic ―Global warming: myths and 
reality‖ was added in 2017. 

Each action included two lections, one for 
young children and their parents and the second 
one for students and high school children, quiz 
and outdoor activity. The actions about 
peatlands and Ice Age included master-classes 
where children learned peat properties, minerals 
and fossil remains. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

1. IGU Thematic Conference dedicated to 
the centennial of the Institute of Geography 
of Russian Academy of Sciences ―Рractical 
geography and XXI century challenges‖, 
Moscow, Russia, 4-6 June 2018 

The IGU Commission on Environment 
Evolution will organize 2 special sessions in a 
frame of this Conference 

Session 1. Paleogeography: learning about 
the past for the future (conveners: Elena 
Novenko and Andrey Panin) 

Climate change is a major factor strongly 
influencing all natural, economic and social 
processes, and varying enormously across space 
and time. An assessment of ecosystems response 
to global climatic changes, appearing mainly as 
temperature growth and changes in precipitation 
patterns, is a key scientific problem that demands 
multi-proxy investigations on global, regional and 
local scales. Expertises in the modern status of 
landscapes and in projections of future changes 
are impossible without a good understanding of 
earlier landscapes, climate dynamics, and 
ecosystems functioning including their adaptation 
to environmental changes. Such knowledge 
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would enable us to improve management options 
in terms of adaptation of ecosystem services to 
climate change and mitigation of negative 
impacts. The aim of this session is to bring an up-
to- date perspective on environmental and 
climatic change and its impact on landscape 
dynamics and traditional land use. We invite 
experts from such fields as paleogeography, 
geology, archaeology, ecology and biology to 
make presentations that convey and exchange 
academic viewpoints on any aspects of the field. 
The proposed session will focus on the following 
resect topics: 1) environmental changes and 
climate variability during the Pleistocene and 
Holocene; 2) human impacts on landscapes in 
different time periods, including historical time 3) 
use of paleoanalogues to develop prognostic 
scenarios of geosystem dynamics. 

Session 2. Climate - vegetation interaction 
under present and future climate change 
scenarios 

Conveners: Alexander Olchev and Alexander 
Kislov 

The session is aimed to bring together the 
scientists working in the fields of climate, 
vegetation and land use changes. Modern climate 
changes have significant impact on growth and 
functioning of the different plant communities. 
On the other hand, the climate is very sensitive to 
land cover and vegetation changes. What are the 
main mechanisms of climate - atmosphere 
interactions, how the vegetation and land use 
changes influence the climate system and what is 
the response of the different plant communities to 
climate change are key questions for discussions 
in the session. We invite to take part in the session 
the specialists working in the different scientific 
areas (meteorology, climatology, forest ecology, 
paleogeography, ecological modeling, etc.) 

The main topic of the session: 

1) Current climate and vegetation changes 

2) Forest - atmosphere interactions 

3) Prediction of possible future vegetation and 

land use changes under different climate change 
scenarios. 

The meetings or other events you plan to hold 
in later years: 

1. Special session of the Commission in the 
34th International Geographical 
Congress (2020, Istanbul, Turkey): at least 
3 special sessions. 

2. We have also planes to organize and take 
parts in preparations of 4-5 workshops and 
trainings for young scientists during the 
period 2018-2019. 

C. NETWORKING 

Collaboration with other IGU Commissions 
and Task Forces 

Commission‘s corresponding members and the 
members of Commission‘s Steering Committee 
had numerous individual contacts with the 
members of other Commissions IGU, such as 
IGU Commission of Cold Region 
Environments (C12.06) and IGU Commission 
of Karst (C12.23) especially during the IGU 
scientific actions. 

Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter- and multi- 
disciplinary if relevant 

1. The activities of the Commission are 
carried out in close cooperation with the 
Northern Eurasia Earth Science Partnership 
Initiative (NEESPI) that is aimed at 
developing an enhanced understanding of 
the interactions between the ecosystem, 
atmosphere, and human dynamics in 
northern Eurasia (http://neespi.org/). 

2. In 2015 the Environment Evolution 
Commission continued the tight 
collaboration with the European Dry 
Grassland Group (www.edgg.org) with aim 
to stimulate active cooperation among 
scientist deal with landscape ecology, 
biodiversity, land use history, agriculture 
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and nature conservation. 

3. The Environment Evolution Commission 
has permanent relationship with 
Commission of Physical Geography of 
‗Russian Geographical Society‖, All-
Russian non-governmental organization 
(http://www.rgo.ru/ru). 

4. The Environment Evolution Commission 
has relationship with INQUA - 
International Union for Quaternary 
Research, Commission on Palaeoclimates 
(http://www.inqua.org/). 

D. Publications 

URL of the Commission/Task Force website 

http://eecomm.org 

1. The IGU Environment Evolution 
Commission Newsletter 3_2017 

It is edited by Dr. Elena Novenko and sent to all 
corresponding members of the Commission 

Available on-line http://eecomm.org/news 
letter.html 

2. Proceedings of the International 
Conference on Evolutionary Geography and 
Palynology ―Actual problems of Palynology‖ in 
memory of V.P. Crichuk, June, 5-8, 2017, 
Moscow, Russia. Moscow State University – 
press, 424 pp. 
http://www.geogr.msu.ru/structure/labs/notl/na
uchd/downloads/index.php 

3. Expected publications. 

The Environment Evolution Commission 

organizes a special issue of ―Quaternary 
Iternational‖ dedicated to the topics of 
Commission‘s session in frameworks of The 
33rd International Geographical Congress in 
Beijing 

Title: Climate change and human-
environment interaction from Neolithic to 
historical times 

Guest-editors: 

Dr. Elena Novenko, 

Department of Landscape Science, Faculty of 
Geography, Lomonosov Moscow State 
University, lenanov@mail.ru, 
enovenko@geogr.msu.ru 

Dr. Lyudmila Shumilovskikh, Department of 
Palynology and Climate Dynamics Albrecht-
von- Haller-Institute for Plant Sciences, Georg-
August-University Göttingen, 
shumilovskikh@gmail.com 

Dr., professor Pavel Tarasov, Institute of 
Geological Sciences, Freie Universität Berlin, 
Germany, ptarasov@zedat.fu-berlin.de 

Important dates and deadlines: 

July 1, 2017. Opening paper submissions 
February 1, 2018. Deadline for paper 
submissions 

June, 2018. Completion of the review and 
revision process 

E. Archival Contributions 

Newsletters of IGU Environment Evolution 
Commission for 2017. 
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C16.09 Commission on Gender and Geography 2017 
 
A MEMBERSHIP 

a) List of Steering Committee Members 

The Steering Committee of 2016 - 2017 
comprised 11 members, including the Chair and 
Treasurer, (as compared to 12 members for 
2012- 2016). 

Chair: Prof Lynda Johnston  
Geography Programme University of Waikato 
Private Bag 3105 AOTEAROA NEW 
ZEALAND Phone: +64 (0)7 8384466 
Email: lynda.johnston@waikato.ac.nz 

Treasurer: Professor Ann Oberhauser 
Department of Sociology 
Women‘s and Gender Studies 
Program 217B East Hall 
Iowa State University Ames, IA 50011 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Phone: +1 
515 294-9283 
Email: annober@iastate.edu 

Steering Committee Members: 
Assoc Prof Marianne Blidon Institut de 
Démographie de l‘Université 
Paris 1-Pantheon Sorbonne University 
90 rue de Tolbiac 75013 Paris, FRANCE 
Phone: +33 (0)1 44 07 86 52 
Email: 
marianne.blidon@univ-paris1.fr 

Dr Orna Blumen 
Faculty of Social Welfare and Health Sciences 
University of Haifa Mount Carmel, 31905 
ISRAEL 
Phone: + 972 4 8240155 
Email: ornab@research.haifa.ac.il 

Dr Anindita Datta  
Associate Professor Department of Geography 
Delhi School of Economics University of Delhi 
Delhi-110007 INDIA 
Phone: +9810633776 
Email: anindita.dse@gmail.com 

 
Prof Linda Peake 
Urban Studies Program Department of Social 
Science The City Institute 
731 Kaneff Tower York University 
Toronto, Ontario M3J 1P3 CANADA 
Phone: +1 416 736-2100 
Email: lpeake@yorku.ca 

Prof. Dr. Anke Strüver  
Institut für Geographie Universität Hamburg 
Bundesstraße 55 
D-20146 Hamburg GERMANY 
Tel: 0049(0)40 / 42838 - 5210 
Email:struever@geowiss.uni- hamburg.de 

Dra. Joseli Maria Silva 
State University of Ponta Grossa Department of 
Geography Avenida General Carlos Cavalcanti, 
4748. 
Bloco L . Campus Uvaranas Ponta Grossa, 
Paraná BRAZIL 
Phone 55 42 3220-3046 
Email: joseli.genero@gmail.com 

Assoc Prof Yvonne Underhill-Sem 
Development Studies School of Social Sciences 
Faculty of Arts University of Auckland 
Aotearoa New Zealand Phone: +649 9232311 
Email: y.underhill-sem@auckland.ac.nz 

Prof. Yoko Yoshida 
Division of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Nara Women‘s University Kitauoyanishi-machi 
Nara 630-8506 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81-742-20-3312 
Email: yoko@cc.nara-wu.ac.jp 

Dr Elena Vacchelli  
Department of History, Politics and Social 
Sciences 
University of Greenwich UNITED KINGDOM 
Phone: +44 (0)20 8331 8951 
Email: e.vacchelli@gre.ac.uk 



- 88 -

 85 

In addition to the above, the Commission initiated 
the Young and Early Career Scholars (YES!). 
YES! mirrors the Youth Task force forming at the 
IGU level and acts as a networking, sharing and 
mentoring platform for early career feminist 
geographers. The intent is to use the taskforce to 
build a platform for networking, sharing and peer-
peer mentoring, while also connecting to the 
resources of established feminist geographers who 
can be mentors and allies for early career feminist 
geographers. YES! promotes new membership in 
the Commission from early career scholars and 
fosters transnational collaborative networks. 

The Commission‘s Young and Early Career 
(YES!) Co-Chairs: 

Co-Chair 

Dr Kamalini Ramdas Department of 
Geography National University of Singapore 
Singapore geokr@nus.edu.sg 

Co-Chair 

Dr Caroline Faria Department of Geography 
and the Environment University of Texas at 
Austin USA cvfaria@austin.utexas.edu 

The Commission‘s Young and Early Career 
(YES!) Steering Group:  

 Milena Janiec 

School of Geosciences University of South 
Florida USA 

Dr Annie Bartos School of Environment 
University of Auckland Aotearoa New Zealand 

Dr Laura Pascoe 
Department of Gender Studies 
Queen‘s University (Ontario) 
Canada 

b) The number of Commission/Task Force 
members in total and by country as of 31 
November 2017 To date, the Commission‘s 
listserv includes over 750 subscribers, 
representing more than 53 countries. This is 
an increase of 50 members since end-2016. 

We have gained new members via our 
website, as well as through meetings held at 
each IGU Gender and Geography 
Commission held in the last few years. 

As noted in previous reports, the specific 
national origins of about 15% of the 
Commission‘s subscribers cannot be identified 
since they use addresses such as Gmail, 
Hotmail and Yahoo. In terms of individual 
countries, the distribution remains much the 
same as in our previous report2 

(when we did a detailed count of the numbers). 
The largest representations continue to be from 
the US (over 90), India (over 70), the UK (over 
60), Spain (over 40) and Canada (over 30), 
while moderate participation levels are found in 
Brazil, Australia, New Zealand, Germany, Italy, 
Switzerland and Japan. We gained new 
participants from under-represented countries in 
Eastern Europe and the Caribbean with the 
conferences in Krakow in 2014 and Moscow in 
2015, but the level of participation from 
countries in these regions continue to be 
relatively low, as are the numbers from East 
Asia (except Japan), Southeast Asia (other than 
Singapore), Africa and the Caribbean, remain 
low (but it should be borne in mind that these 
are the regions in which subscribers are more 
likely to use Gmail, Hotmail and Yahoo 
addresses). 

The international spread of regional 
representation on the Steering Committee is 
good: two are from Aotearoa New Zealand, two 
are from Western Europe (France and 
Germany), and one each from the UK, the 
USA, Brazil, Canada, Israel, India and Japan. 

 

Twice each year, list members receive a 
newsletter (issued in English, French, and 
Spanish) via the Gender and Geography 
Commission‘s listserv 
(igugender@list.arzona.edu) with reports of 
activities of members and a substantial 
multilingual bibliography. The newsletter is 
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additionally sent to the US-based Geogfem 
listserv (over 650 subscribers) and to the British 
gender and feminist geography listserv 
(grgrs@jiscmail.ac.uk). 

c) URL of the Commission/Task Force 
website 

The Commission launched a new website in 
2016: https://igugender.wixsite.com/igugender 

We are indebted to several people for this new 
webpage. We would not have this website if it 
had not been for one of our YES! members Dr 
Caroline Faria, who offered to oversee the 
creation of the webpage. It is now easy to join 
the IGU Gender and Geography Commission – 
just follow the link 

that says ‗join us‘. A huge thank you goes to Dr 
Joos Droogleever Fortunuijn for maintaining 
and updating our previous webpage. Joos, and 
the University of Amsterdam, hosted our 
website for many years, for which we are 
deeply grateful. 

B MEETINGS 

a) The meetings your Commission/Task Force 
organized during 2016 - 2017 with 
summary information on their locations, 
dates, and numbers of participants. 

2016 
 Conference: Feminist Geographies and 

Intersectionality: Places Identities and 
Knowledges Conference (IGU Gender 
Commission sponsored) 
Venue: Autonomous University of 
Barcelona, Spain 
Date: 14 – 16 July 2016 
No. of participants/presentations: 76 
researchers from 21 countries 

 Conference: 33rd IGU Congress, Beijing 
 Venue: China National Convention Center 

(CNCC) 
 Dates: 21-25 August 2016 
 No. of participants/presentations: 10 

sessions (independently and jointly with 

Political and Urban Geography 
commissions) 

 Conference: International Seminar on 
Gendering Qualitative Methods: People, 
Power and Place 

(IGU Gender Commission Endorsed) Venue: 
Manipal University, India Dates: 12 – 13 
December 2016 

No. of participants/presentations: 68 delegates 
(early and mid-career scholars) 

2017 

 Conference: The II International Congress 
on Gender and Space and III Latin 
American Seminar on Geography, Gender 
and Sexualities, in Mexico City (IGU 
Gender Commission sponsored) Venue: 
Metropolitan Autonomous University – 
Mexico City – Historical Center 

 Date: 16 – 19 May 2017 
 No. of participants/presentations: 39 

sessions, 167 participants, 137 presentations. 
b) A brief summary of the themes addressed, 

numbers of sessions and papers presented 
at these meetings. Please highlight any new 
ideas and insights identified and their 
theoretical and practical implications if 
appropriate 

Our theme for the next four years, 2016 - 2020 
is ‗A Continuing Agenda for Gender: 
Respecting Difference, Fostering Dialogue‘. 
We will continue to create spaces for pluralism 
and difference in geography. We can do this by 
strengthening and increasing collaborative 
engagement among geographers, across 
national borders, sub-disciplinary boundaries, 
and generations. Specifically, we plan to: (a) 
continue organizing conferences and supporting 
workshops to train feminist geographers and 
result in consciousness-raising of gender issues 
and feminist approaches especially in countries 
outside the ‗Anglo-American center‘; (b) 
continue to develop a Young and Early Scholar 
(YES!) group within the Commission to mentor 
younger and emerging scholars interested in 
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gender/feminist geography; and (c) foster 
dialogue on the intersection of gender with 
other identities that play a role in the experience 
of place, such as age, social class, ethnicity, 
sexuality, ability and others.. 

Feminist Geographies and Intersectionality: 
Places Identities and Knowledges Conference 

Hosted by the Geography and Gender 
Research Group of the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona the IGU Gender 
Commission sponsored a stimulating and 
highly successful conference July 14-16, 2016. 
It brought together 76 researchers from 21 
countries (Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, 
Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, 
Iceland, India, Israel, Italy, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Portugal, Singapore, Spain, 
Sweden, Turkey, US and UK) and included 
three keynote lectures, twelve paper sessions, 
one panel, and a walking tour of the old city of 
Barcelona led by Antoni Luna and Rosa 
Cerarols of Pompeu Fabra University. The 
Commission highly appreciates the excellent 
organization and sustained efforts of the 
organizing hosts and the organizers expressed 
their gratitude to all delegates for their 
participation and generous collaborations. 

 

Conference walking tour group at Institut 
Estudis Catalans 

Participants took up multiple themes 
emphasizing attention to intersectionality of 
various identities and domains: teaching and 
learning; activism; intersectional theory; 
sexualities; masculinities; religions; migrations; 
methodologies and mobilities; work and gender 
contract. They explored identities and 
representations (in a broad sense of human 

rights, citizenship, environmental justice and 
rights to housing, planning and policies) and 
reflected what is less considered in relation to 
human rights – sexualities and queer politics, 
citizenship, environmental justice, and rights to 
housing. The conference especially sought to 
bring attention to theories and methodologies 
for their learning potential and with themes less 
studied such as religion. 

The Gender Commission at the IGU 
Congress in Beijing: August 22-25 2016 

The Commission sponsored a full suite of 
sessions at the Congress both independently 
and jointly with the Commissions on Political 
and Urban Geography. Additionally, individual 
members presented papers in sessions 
organized by other Commissions, for example, 
the Commission on the History of Geography. 
Recurring themes included migration, women‘s 
employment and economic situation, aspects of 
work and family, gendered bodies, 
empowerment in public and private spheres, 
and gendered rights. They addressed urban and 
rural settings. Regional representation was 
diversified, with multiple presentations by 
Asian geographers, especially from India and 
Singapore. Presentations that broke new ground 
included one presented in poetic form and 
another on collaborative research by two 
undergraduates from Tehran on young 
women‘s perceptions and experiences of sexual 
harassment in urban Tehran. 

The Gender Commission business meeting on 
August 24, led by Commission Chair Shirlena 
Huang, was well attended by both continuing 
and new members. A featured topic was 
development of the YES! Initiative to support 
young and early career scholars, presented 
jointly by co-chairs Kamalini Ramdas (National 
University of Singapore) and task force 
member Milena Janiec Grygo (University of 
South Florida). The Taskforce has conducted a 
survey that can be accessed at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JYSYFQ8.T
he intent is to use the Taskforce to build a 
platform for networking, sharing and peer-peer 
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mentoring, while also connecting to the 
resources of established feminist geographers 
who can be mentors and allies for early career 
feminist geographers. 

Yes! meets regularly on Skype (once a quarter) 
to discuss the website, material for the site and 
figuring out the best way to connect with other 
early career feminist geographers. Yes! are 
currently organising for the conferences in 
Auckland and the next IGU in Canada in 2018. 
There are also plans for YES! presence at the 
AAG 2018. To learn more about YES! please 
contact co-Chairs Caroline Faria 
cvfaria@austin.utexas.edu) or Kamalini 
Ramdas (geokr@nus.edu.sg). 

C. The meetings or other events you plan to 
hold in 2018 or later years, including 
locations, dates, and themes if known. 
Highlight in particular your plans for 
participation in the Beijing International 
Geographical Congress. 

2018 

 Conference: Feminist geographies of care 
and mentoring (prior to the New Zealand 
Geographical Society / Institute of Australian 
Geographers combined conference). 

 Venue: Auckland, New Zealand 

 Date: 10 – 11 July 2018 

 Details: This will be co-sponsored by Gender 
Commission in conjunction with the Women 
and Gender Geography Study Group in 
Aotearoa, and is a Pre NZGS / IAG 
Conference event. It is also sponsored by 
Gender, Place and Culture: A Feminist 
Geography Journal which celebrates its 25th 
anniversary in 2018. The conference is being 
organized by Lynda Johnston (University of 
Waikato), Yvonne Underhill-Sem and Anne 
Bartos (University of Auckland). 

 Conference: Feminist Geography 
In/During Troubled Times Conference 
(preceding the IGU and Canadian 

Association of Geographers meetings). 
IGU Gender Commission sponsored. 

 Venue: Montreal, Canada 

 Dates: 4-6 August 2018 

 Details: This is the Gender Commission‘s 
Pre-IGU Regional Conference, prior to 
Quebec. It is being organized by Marianne 
Blidon (Université de Paris-Sorbonne); 
Caroline Desbiens (Université Laval); 
Patricia Martin (Université de Montréal); 
Tiffany Muller-Myrdahl (Simon Fraser 
University); Julie Podmore (John Abbott 
College); Valerie Preston (York 
University); Laura Shillington (John Abbott 
college); Laurence Simard-Gagnon 
(Queen's University); and, Ebru Ustundag 
(Brock University). 

 Conference: 2018 IGU Regional 
Conference and Annual Meeting of the 
CAG 

Venue: Quebec City, Canada 

Dates: 6 – 10 August 2018 

No. of participants/presentations: Several 
sessions (independently and jointly with 
other commissions) 

C Networking and communication 

a) Means, if any, by which your commission 
has collaborated with other IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces in the period 
2016-17. 

 August 2016: The Commission 
collaborated with - independently and 
jointly - Political and Urban Geography 
commissions (a total of 10 conference 
sessions). 

b) Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter- and multi-
disciplinary if relevant. 
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Dec 2016: The IGU Gender and Geography 
Commission endorsed the International 
Seminar Gendering Qualitative Methods: 
People, Power and Place, at Manipal University 
in December 2016. The seminar was organised 
by Public Health Evidence South Asia 
(PHESA), in collaboration with Dr TMA Pai 
Endowed Chair in Qualitative Methods, 
University of Groningen and University of 
Delhi by Dr Ajay Bailey, Dr Anindita Datta and 
Prof NS Nair. 

 

Participants at International                                                                                                   
Seminar Gendering Qualitative Methods: People, 
Power and Place, Karnataka, India 

May 2017: The IGU Gender and Geography 
Commission co-sponsored the II International 
Congress on Gender and Space and III Latin 
American Seminar on Geography, Gender and 
Sexualities, in the historical centre of Mexico 
City, in May 2017. Other co-sponsors included 
the Metropolitan Autonomous University of 
Mexico, Campus Iztapalapa, Azcapotzalco, 
Cuajimalpa and Xochimilco, in collaboration 
with the University‘s Gender Studies Program, 
the Geography Institute, the Faculty of 
Philosophy and Literature and the University‘s 
City Studies Program of the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico, Ponta 
Grossa Estadual University, Rondonia Federal 
University, Federal of Santa María University 
and Federal of Rio Grande University of Brazil. 

July 2016 The IGU Gender and Geography 
Commission co-sponsored the Feminist 
Geographies and Intersectionality: Places 
Identities and Knowledges Conference. Other 

co-sponsors included the Geography and 
Gender Research Group of the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona. 

In addition, various steering committee as well 
as ordinary members of the Commission 
regularly attend and organise conference 
sessions with other international and multi-
disciplinary groups, including the main 
association conferences in the US and UK. For 
example, members presented research and 
organized joint paper sessions at the 
Association of American Geography, and at the 
Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute 
of British Geographers) conferences throughout 
the period 2016 – 2017. 

C. Cooperative efforts with ISSC 
(International Social Science Council) and 
with ICSU (the International Council for 
Science) programmes 

We are seeking to collaborate with the ISSC 
and ISCU programmes. 

D. Publications 

Newsletters, special journal issues, and books 
published or anticipated during the 2012-2016 
period (provide complete citations for all 
publications). 

The Gender Commission‘s Newsletter: 

The Commission on Gender and Geography‘s 
biennial newsletter was published in May/June 
and November of 2016 and 2017. It is edited by 
Professor Janice Monk and sent to all members 
(currently almost 750) of the Commission. The 
biennial newsletter (issued in English, French 
and Spanish) forms an important worldwide 
communication medium. Each issue (averaging 
6-10 pages) conveys information on past and 
future meetings of the Commission, meetings 
organised by national and regional groups of 
feminist geographers, institutional events and 
personal research activities, publications and 
achievements of Commission members. The 
newsletter‘s reach extends beyond the 
Commission and the IGU‘s usual 
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communication channels, as it is also uploaded 
onto Geogfem and the British Women in 
Geography Study Group list, while part of the 
newsletters is translated in German and 
incorporated in GeoRundbrief, a newsletter 
which links those interested in gender themes in 
geography in German-speaking countries. 

Special Issues 

Following the Nara Pre-Conference for IGU‘s 
Gender and Geography Commission, and IGU 
Kyoto Regional Congress, August 2013, a 
special issue edited by Yoshida and Kumagai, 
‗Rethinking Gender and Geography in Japanese 
Contexts‘ was published in 2016, in the 
Geographical Review of Japan Series B, 89(1). 

Following the IGU Gender Commission 
conference in Milwaukee in 2015, a special 
issue edited by Vacchelli and Kofman, 
‗Towards an inclusive and gendered right to the 
city‘ (2017) was published in 2017 in Cities. 
See https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2017.10.013 

Following the Feminist Geographies and 
Intersectionality: Places Identities and 
Knowledges Conference, at the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona, July 2016, a themed 
section on Intersectionality is forthcoming in 
Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal of 
Feminist Geography. 

Publications 

Huang, Shirlena. Monk, Janice. Droogleever 
Fortuijn, Joos. Garcia-Ramon, Maria Dolors. 
and Henshall Momsen, Janet. 2017. A 
continuing agenda for gender: The role of the 
IGU Commission on gender and geography. 
Gender Place and Culture 24(7): 919-938. 

This publication examines the development of 
our commission over the last three decades. The 
article documents paternalistic hierarchies, 
neoliberalism, corporatization, and inequalities 
in publishing across space and place. 

 

Several presentations from the IGU Regional 
Conference in Krakow, are now published in 
Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal of 
Feminist Geography: 

Caretta, M.A. and E. Vacchelli (2015). Re-
Thinking the Boundaries of the Focus Group: A 
Reflexive Analysis on the Use and Legitimacy 
of Group Methodologies, Sociological 
Research Online, 20 (4): 13 http://www. 
socresonline.org.uk/20/4/13.html 

Bivand Erdal, Marta. and Pawlak, Marek. 
(2017). Reproducing, transforming and 
contesting gender relations and identities 
through migration and transnational ties, 
Gender, Place and Culture, DOI: 
10.1080/0966369X.2017.1372378 

To link to this article: https://doi.org/ 
10.1080/0966369X.2017.1372378 

Narkowicz, Kasia. and Pędziwiatr, Konrad. 
(2017). Saving and fearing Muslim women in 
‗post- communist‘ Poland: troubling Catholic 
and secular Islamophobia, Gender, Place and 
Culture, 24:2, 288-299, DOI: 
10.1080/0966369X.2017.1298574 

To link to this article: https://doi.org/10. 
1080/0966369X.2017.1298574 

Strzemecka, Stella. (2017). Towards 
transnational gender identity. A case study of 
Polish children growing up in Norway, Gender, 
Place and Culture, DOI: 10.1080/096636 
9X.2017.1379953 

To link to this article: https://doi.org/10.10 
80/0966369X.2017.1379953 

Among publications prepared for the Beijing 
meeting is the report by Anindita Datta: 
―Geography of Gender, 2012-16‖ published in 
R. B. Singh (ed) Progress in Indian Geography. 
A Country Report, 2012-2016. The 33rd 
International Geographical Congress, Beijing, 
China (August 21-25, 2016). Indian National 
Science Academy, New Delhi: pp. 141-148. 
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E. ARCHIVAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

Materials and publications transmitted to the 
IGU archives to the IGU by your commission. 

As noted above, all issues of the IGU Gender 
Commission‘s newsletters, beginning with No. 

1, November 1988, may be downloaded 
directly from the Commission‘s web site. 

Report prepared by the Chair of the 
Commission on Gender and Geography 
Professor Lynda Johnston in consultation with 
all steering group members.    
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C16.10 Commission on Geographical Education 2017

A. Membership 

The statutes of the IGU state that Commissions 
should consist of a Chair and Steering Group of 
ten members plus a Secretary. Given the size and 
complexity of the Commission on Geographical 
Education, the proposal accepted by the IGU 
Executive for the renewal of the Commission for 
the period 2012 – 2016, included a) joint chairs, 
and b) a concept of a steering committee of 
―10+‖ in order to recognise the on-going and 
significant role played by former Chairs and 
Steering Group members and c) the concept of 
Regional Contacts who are publicly identified 
with the role of facilitating effective 
communication and outreach between the CGE 
and specific regions of the world. As approved 
by the Executive Committee of the IGU in 2016, 
the effective Steering Group of the Commission 
may therefore be considered as a core of 10 
people consisting of two co-chairs plus eight 
other members including the Secretary, 
supported by a panel of (currently) twelve long 
standing former Steering Group members 
(including Treasurer) and linked closely with 65 
(2013: 51) regional contacts who are asked to 
ensure that local information on research and 
developments in geographical education are 
reported to the Commission Secretary for 
inclusion in the CGE Newsletter and that 
information provided to the international 
community through the CGE Newsletters are 
disseminated through local and regional 
networks. 

The formal statutory 2012 – 2016 Steering 
Group therefore consists of: 

Clare Brooks (Co-
Chair) Reader in 
Geography Education 
Institute of Education 
University of London 
20 Bedford Way, 
London WC1H 0AL, 
UK Email: 
c.brooks@ucl.ac.uk 

Chew-Hung Chang (Co-
Chair) 
Associate Professor, 
Humanities and Social 
Studies Education Academic 
Group 
National Institute of 
Education, NIE7-03-58, 1 
Nanyang Walk, Singapore 

637616 
Email: 
chewhung.chang@nie.edu.sg 

Jongwon Lee 
(Secretary) 
Associate Professor, 
Dept. of Social Studies 
Education, Ewha 
Womans University 
Dept. of Social Studies 
Education, 52, 
Ewhayeodae-gil, 
Seodaemun-gu, Seoul 
03760 
S. Korea 
Email: 
jongwonlee@ewha.ac.kr 

Ali Demirci 
Professor, Geography 
Education Specialist 
Independent scholar 
34083, Fatih, Istanbu, Turkey 
E-mail: dmrc.ali@gmail.com 

Andoni Arenas Martija 
Associate Professor, 
Institute of Geography, 
Pontificia Universidad 
Católica de Valparaíso, 
Avenida Brasil 2241. CP 
2362807. Valparaíso, 
Chile. 
Vice President, Chilean 
Society of Geographic 
Sciences, Avda. Vicuña 
Mackenna Nº 4860, 

Daniela Schmeinck 
Professor, Institute of Primary 
Science and Social Sciences 
Universität zu Köln, Institut 
für Didaktik des 
Sachunterrichts, Albertus-
Magnus-Platz 50923 Köln 
Deutschland, Germany 
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Macul - Santiago, Casilla 
306 - Correo 22 - Santiago, 
Email: 
andoni.arenas@pucv.cl / 
andoni.arenas.geo@gmail.c
om 

Email: 
Daniela.Schmeinck@u
ni-koeln.de 

David Örbring 
Doctoral student in 
Educational Sciences, 
Lecturer in Human 
Geography 
Lund University, Linneaus 
University Lunds 
universitet, Campus 
Helsingborg Institutionen 
för utbildningsvetenskap 
Box 882, 25108 

Di Wilmot 
Associate Professor, 
Dean of Education, 
Faculty of Education 
Rhodes University, 
Grahamstown 6140, 
South Africa 
Email: 
D.Wilmot@ru.ac.za 
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Helsingborg, Sweden Email: 
david.orbring@uvet.lu.se 
/david.orbring@lnu.se 
Gillian Kidman 
Associate Professor in 
Science Education Monash 
University, Room 166, 
Building 902, Berwick 
Campus 100 Clyde Road 
Berwick VIC 3806 Australia 
Email: 
gillian.kidman@monash.edu 

Yu Shan Duan 
Professor, Vice 
President and Secretary 
General of Geography 
Teaching Society of 
China, Director of 
Shanghai Geography 
Education and 
Teaching Research 
Base, Editor-in-chief of 
journal Geography 
Teaching 
East China Normal 
University, 500 
Dongchuan Rd, 
Shanghai 200241, 
P.R.China 
Email: 
ysduan@126.com / 
ysduan@geo.ecnu.edu.
cn 

 

The active Advisory panel (10+) of former 
Chairs and members of the Steering group  
currently consists of: 

Michael Solem 
(Treasurer) Educational 
Affairs Director 
Association of American 
Geographers 1710 
Sixteenth Street NW 
Washington, DC 20009-
3198, USA Email: 
msolem@aag.org 

John Lidstone 
Professor Faculty of 
Education, 
Cultural and Language 
Studies in Education 
Queensland University of 
Technology Victoria Park 
Road 
Kelvin Grove, Brisbane, 
Queensland 4059, Australia 
Email: 
j.lidstone@qut.edu.au 
Website:staff.qut.edu.au/sta
ff/lidstone/ 

Joop van der Schee 
Emeritus Professor for 
Geography Education 
Faculty Behavioural and 
Movement Sciences 
Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 
post address: 
Buitenveldertselaan 3, 
1082 VA Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands 
E-mail: 
j.a.vander.schee@vu.nl 
Website: 

Simon Catling 
Oxford Brookes University 
School of Education 
Harcourt Hill Campus OX2 
9AT Oxford 
United Kingdom 
Email: 
sjcatling@brookes.ac.uk 

www.joop.vdschee.nl 

Sarah Bednarz 
Department of 
Geography Texas A&M 
University 
College Station, Texas 
77843-3147 United 
States 
Email: s-
bednarz@tamu.edu 

Fernando Alexandre 
Geography Coordinator - 
Department of Social 
Sciences 
S. João do Estoril High 
School & Education and 
Development Research 
Unit 
Faculty of Sciences and 
Technology, Lisbon Rua 
Brito Camacho, 2769-501 
Estoril, Portugal Email: 
fernando.alexandre@essje.p
t 

Osvaldo Muniz-Solari 
Professor of Geography 

Ivy Tan 
Associate Professor 
Humanities & Social 

 

Annual report IGU CGE February 2016 – Page 
2 of 14 

epartment of Geography 
Texas State University 
San Marcos, TX 78666, 
USA Email: 
o.muniz@txstate.edu 

Studies Education 
Academic Group 
National Institute of 
Education 
Nanyang 
Technological 
University, Singapore 1 
Nanyang Walk, 
Singapore 637616 
Email: 
ivy.tan@nie.edu.sg 

Sibylle Reinfried 
University of Teacher 
Education Central 
Switzerland Lucerne 
Dep. of Teaching and 
Learning Frohburgstrasse 3 
6002 Lucerne Switzerland 
Email: 
sibylle.reinfried@phlu.ch 

Sirpa Tani 
Professor of 
Geography and 
Environmental 
Education 
Department of Teacher 
Education, Applied 
Sciences of Education 
P.O. Box 9 
FI-00014 University of 
Helsinki, Finland 
Email: 
sirpa.tani@helsinki.fi 

Joseph Stoltman 
Department of Geography 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Western Michigan 
University 3219 Wood Hall 
Kalamazoo MI 49008-5424 
USA Email: 
joseph.stoltman@wmich.edu 

Lex Chalmers 
University of Waikato 
Geography 
Hillcrest Road 3240 
Hamilton New Zealand 
Email: 
lex@waikato.ac.nz 
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52. Nicaragua 1 
53. Nigeria 3 
54. Norway 7 
55. Oman 2 
56. Pakistan 2 
57. Philippines 1 
58. Poland 15 
59. Portugal 9 
60. Puerto Rico 1 
61. Romania 2 
62. Russia 8 
63. Singapore 17 
64. Slovak Republic 1 
65. Slovenia 4 
66. South Africa 24 
67. South Korea 15 
68. Spain 9 
69. Sweden 13 
70. Switzerland 19 
71. Thailand 2 
72. Tokyo 1 
73. Trinidad 1 
74. Tunisia 1 
75. Turkey 28 
76. Ukraine 1 
77. United Arab Emirates 2 
78. United Kingdom 111 
79. USA 84 
80. Venezuela 1 
81. Vietnam 2 
82. Zimbabwe 1 
Emails from unidentified country 14 
Total IGU.CGE membership 915 
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B. MEETINGS AND PROGRAMMES OF 
WORK 

The meetings organized by the Commission 
on Geographical Education 2016 - 2020 with 
information on their locations, dates, and 
numbers of participants. 

The Commission on Geographical Education 
engages with its constituency through four 
forms of meetings 

1. Special sessions arranged with local 
organisers as part of IGU Congresses and 
Regional meetings; 

2. Symposia arranged by local organisers 

from within the Commission specific to the 
Commission; 

3. Face to face meetings of the Steering 
Group (+10) to which all interested parties 
are invited to attend conducted at an 
appropriate time during or immediately 
before or after IGU Congresses or 
Conferences and Commission Symposia; 

4. Virtual meetings conducted primarily for 
the Steering Group, Sub-committees of the 
Steering Group and Advisory Panel using 
various forms of internet collaborative 
software; and of particular note in the 
current reporting period; 

5. Special meetings with other organisations 
and working parties for specific purposes. 

 The average number of participants in a 
Steering group meeting was 5-10 and the 
number of participants in an open 
discussion session during a conference of 
congress was 15-50. The average number 
of meetings (in the categories 1-5 above) 
during a year was 5. 

Apart from the meetings already reported in our 
earlier annual reports, the major academic 
meetings of the Commission were: 

1. ―Geography that matters – empowering 
learners for a diverse world‖, held in 
Singapore and organised by the Southeast 
Asian Geography Association (SEAGA) 
from 14 to 16 August 2016. This 
conference was attended by more than 130 
participants in 2 keynote addresses, 7 
workshops, 53 papers in 14 sessions and a 
closing plenary. 

2. From 17 to 19 August 2016, a fieldtrip to 
Suzhou with a special symposium at the 
East China Normal University (ECNU) was 
held immediately after the Singapore 
Commission meeting. Thee special 
symposium on ―Geography that matters – 
achieving the capability of solving 
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problems‖ hosted more then 70 participants 
with special sessions to understand the state 
of geography education in China as well as 
a visit to the Geography Education 
Laboratory. 

3. At the IGU Beijing Congress from 22 – 25 
August, The CGE organised 13 sessions 
with more than 70 papers. The International 
Charter on Geographical and 
Environmental Education was endorsed at 
the 2016 IGU conference in Beijing (see 
www.igu-cge.org) and the Commission 
also received its IGU Commissions 
Excellence Award for its work in 2015. 
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4. The Commission also took part in the IGU 
Thematic Conference organised by the 
University of La Paz, and the XVI EGAL 
(Encuentre de Geografos de America 
Latina). Honorary member of the advisory 
panel to the steering group Osvaldo Muniz 
Solari represented the Commission 

5. The Commission Symposium was held in 
Lisbon, Portugal from 26 to 28 October 
2017. The symposium theme was 
‗Integrating Knowledge and Understanding 
in Geography Education‘. More than 57 
oral presentations across 6 concurrent 
sessions and 6 workshops presented. The 
symposium also included two field trips, 
one along Lisbon‘s river front and the other 
along the Western coast of Lisbon, Cascais 
and Sintra. The symposium was attended 
by more than 90 participants, including 
international delegates, and Portuguese 
academics, teachers and PhD students. 

Progress on Programmes of Work 
established in 2016-2020. 

This programme of work also includes the main 
issues discussed during the meetings of the 
Commission. The Steering Committee of the 
Commission identified five areas of work for 
the period 2016- 2020. 

1. Increase the visibility of the CGE. The 
Commission performs a vital function to 
support international collaboration, to act as 
a network for geography education 
researchers and as an outlet for geography 
education research. During this reporting 
period, the Commission has worked with 
geography educators from Southeast Asia, 
East Asia, Europe and North America 
through the conferences it has organized or 
will be organizing. The work with SEAGA, 
ECNU and University of Lisbon on the 
meetings organized and with the Canadian 
Association of Geographers for the 
forthcoming meeting in Quebec City in 
2018 has raised the visibility of the 
Commission in these regions. In addition, 
the Commission has also started developing 
a stronger social media presence (see item 
2 below). 

2. Develop the CGE network. The 2012-
2016 Commission has greatly widened the 
reach and draw of the Commission and the 
IGU. The 2016 - 2020 Commission will 
seek to develop this network further. In 
addition to maintaining a network of 
Regional Contacts who are clearly 
identified on our website (www.igu-
cge.org) and who act as local hubs for this 
virtual community, the CGE has 
established a Facebook page. To date there 
are 67 regular followers and the number is 
growing steadily. The potential for outreach 
through social media is another way that 
the Commission is raising it‘s visibility. 
The social media post reporting on the 
International Charter on Geographical 
Education has attracted 389 views for 
instance. You can find it here: 
https://www.facebook.com/igucge/ 

3. Enhance the quality of geography 
education research. The 2016 – 2020 
Commission will seek to promote and 
enhance high quality geography education 
research through a valuable bibliography of 
important works in the field. The 
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Commission maintains a Geography 
Education Collection (https://goo.gl/e8bvpg) 
that  

Annual report IGU CGE February 2016 – Page 
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collects information on Geography Education 
MA, MEd, EDD and PhD theses around the 
world. This collection will greatly enhance our 
knowledge about geographical and 
environmental education. The on-line database 
is made available for researchers through the 
IGU-CGE website. The database can be found 
at http://www.igu-cge.org/publications.htm. In 
addition, the International Charter on 
Geographical Education has outlined the key 
areas of geography education research based on 
an extensive collation from existing literature 
and consultation with major stakeholders in 
geographical education. The Charter has been 
translated into Chinese and Spanish and there 
are plans to translate the Charter into more 
languages so that this will have an international 
reach. 

4. Diversify the possible outlets for 
geography education research. The 
Commission for Geography Education has 
an established and respected journal: 
IRGEE. In addition, the Commission has 
supported a range of other publications (see 
item 3 above). The 2016 – 2020 
Commission will continue to diversify the 
range and opportunities for the publication 
and dissemination of geography education 
research, including exploring opportunities 
for Open Access, as well as more 
traditional publications such as a 
Commission sponsored series (published 
through Springer). The Commission book 
series ―International Perspectives on 
Geographical Education‖ with Springer has 
published two books (in 2017) and has two 
more planned for the next year 
(http://www.springer.com/series/15101). 
The book series plays an important role in 
making geography education research 

accessible to the global community. 
Publications within the series can be drawn 
from meetings, conferences and 
symposiums supported by the Commission. 
Individual book editors are selected for 
special editions that correspond to the 
Commission‘s ongoing programme of work 
and from suitable submissions to the series 
editors. In this way, research published 
represents immediate developments within 
the international geography education 
community. The series will also seek to 
support the development of early career 
researchers in publishing high quality, high 
impact research accounts. 

5. Further attend to the application to 
practice. There is an increasing 
diversification of research applicable to 
geography education. However, criticisms 
have noted that there is a widening gap 
between the relevance and applicability of 
this research to the concerns and realities of 
practitioners. The 2016 – 2020 
Commission will seek to support the 
teaching of geography around the globe, 
through developing stronger links with 
local professional associations, working 
with researchers to consider contextual 
issues that may affect applicability to 
practice, and encouraging the wider 
dissemination of practitioner research 
through the international communities. For 
instance, the Commission conference in 
Singapore 2016 organized teacher 
workshops as an additional type of session 
to encourage dialogue between researchers 
and practitioners. There are plans to 
incorporate this nature of interaction for the 
2018 meeting in Quebec City for the pre-
conference session to the IGU congress. 

Annual report IGU CGE February 2016 – 

Additional Projects of the Commission in 
2016/17. 

1. The new International Charter on 
Geographical Education for the 21st 
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Century has been endorsed at the IGC 
Beijing. This resulted from a collaboration 
with other international groups in the field 
of geography and education that were 
discussed at the meetings of IGU, EUGEO 
and EUROGEO in Rome, Utrecht, Malta 
and Krakow. This draft was written in close 
collaboration with representatives from 
groups of geographers all over the world 
focusing on geography education 
(including the South East Asia 
Geographical Association, EUGEO, 
EUROGEO and others). The Charter is 
now available on the website in English, 
Chinese and Spanish and there are plans to 
translate the Charter into other languages. 
Hard copies of the Charter have also been 
distributed at the American Association of 
Geographers Annual Meeting in Boston in 
2017 and at the Education for Sustainability 
Asia Conference in Singapore in 2017. The 
Commission will continue to sustain its 
efforts in disseminating the Charter. 

2. Support the International Geographical 
Union Commission on Geographical 
Education Olympiad as an important way 
to promote geography, to stimulate 
understanding between young people and 
to help to improve the quality of school 
geography worldwide. The 14th 
International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) 
was held in Belgrade, Serbia 2 – 8 August 
2017. Secretary Jongwon Lee led a team 
from South Korea to the 14th iGeo. There 
are also plans to allow participants to the 
2018 Quebec City pre-conference 
symposium of the Commission, 
opportunities to observe the presentations 
of the iGeo participants. 

3. International Year of Global 
Understanding: The International Year of 
Global Understanding for 2016 was 
presented at the Beijing IGC. There was a 
call for research to bring together social and 

natural scientists and humanities scholars to 
gain an understanding of the global impacts 
of everyday local educations. Geography 
education plays a vital role in this process. 
The Commission on Geographical 
Education has started working on an edited 
book titled ―Geography Education for 
Global Understanding‖ under the 
Commission book series with Springer. 
The manuscript is still being prepared and 
the publication date is expected to be in 
early 2018. 

4. History of the Commission: The 
Commission started an initiative to 
document its historical development. 
Norman Graves & Joseph Stoltman made a 
first draft of a history of the IGU 
Commission on Geography Education. The 
Commission recognises that as with any 
historical account, it is subjected to 
multiple interpretations. In our efforts to 
develop a document that encompasses as 
many perspectives as possible and to 
enhance historical accuracy, Joseph 
Stoltman presented the history at the 
Beijing IGC and invited members of the 
commission to 
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5. Work begins on an international 
geography assessment: The Trends in 
International Geography Assessment Study 
2023 (TIGAS 2023) is an international effort 
to design and develop a geography 
assessment based on the successful model 
used by the International Association for the 
Evaluation of Educational Achievement 
(IEA) for the Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS). 
Major collaborating organizations include the 
Commission and the IEA/TIMSS. The initial 
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funding for this project is being provided by 
the Geography Education National 
Implementation Project and the U.S. National 
Center for Research in Geography Education. 
Additional information is available at 
http://www.tigas2023.com. 

C. NETWORKING 

Means by which your commission has 
collaborated with other IGU Commissions 
and Task Forces 

1. Collaboration with IGU Quebec City 
Organising Committee, the Canadian 
Association of Geographers, and 
National Council for Geographic 
Education to organise the Geography 
Education sessions in the International 
Geographical Union Regional Conference 
in Quebec City 6-10 August 2018 and the 
pre-conference symposium from 3-5 
August 2018. In addition to the sessions on 
geographical education within the main 
conference of ―Appreciating Difference‖, 
the Commission is working with the 
partners to organise a pre-conference 
symposium that uniquely brings together 
researchers and practitioners. While there 
will be sessions that are specifically 
research focused, there will also be 
opportunities for practitioners to attend 
these sessions. Conversely, researchers will 
have an opportunity to attend sessions by 
practitioners. (http://igu2018.ulaval.ca/) 

2. Continued Support to the Society for 
Environmental Map Education through 
the 26th Asahikawa Children‘s 
Environmental Map Contest in October 
2016. The Commission supported the event 
through the IGU-CGE Awards for 
Environmental Map Education, for children 
who win the contest 
(http://www.environmentalmap.org). 

Annual report IGU CGE February 2016 – Page 9 of 14 

D. PUBLICATIONS 

1) The Commission published regular 
newsletters by email and lodged them on 
the Commission website (www.igu-
cge.org). 

2) The Commission continues to publish 
International Research in Geographical 
and Environmental Education (IRGEE) 
through Taylor and Francis. ISSN: 1038-
2046 

IRGEE is published four times a year and 
serves four major purposes: 

a. to promote an expanded international 
interest in research in geographical and 
environmental education; 

b. to provide a forum for the critique of 
research studies and the discussion of 
relevant research issues in geographical and 
environmental education; 

c. to encourage the international dissemination 
of research in geographical and 
environmental education; and 

d. to demonstrate the relevance of research 
studies to good professional practice in 
geographical and environmental education. 

3) The Commission publishes a book series 
―International Perspectives on 
Geographical Education‖ through Springer. 
ISSN: 2367-2773. 

There are currently two titles in the series: 

Brooks, C., Butt, G., & Fargher, M. (2017). The 
Power of Geographical Thinking. Springer. 

Solari, O. M., Solem, M., & Boehm, R. (Eds.). 
(2017). Learning Progressions in Geography 
Education: International Perspectives. 
Springer. 

The current accurate URL of the 
commission‘s web site: The current web site of 
the Commission on Geographical Education 
may be found at: http://www.igu-cge.org/ The 
website includes archived Newsletters as well 
as current details of all projects, publications 
and proposals. 
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E. PUBLICATIONS 

4) The Commission published regular 
newsletters by email and lodged them on 
the Commission website (www.igu-
cge.org). 

5) The Commission continues to publish 
International Research in Geographical 
and Environmental Education (IRGEE) 
through Taylor and Francis. ISSN: 1038-
2046 

IRGEE is published four times a year and 
serves four major purposes: 

a. to promote an expanded international 
interest in research in geographical and 
environmental education; 

b. to provide a forum for the critique of 
research studies and the discussion of 
relevant research issues in geographical and 
environmental education; 

c. to encourage the international 
dissemination of research in geographical 
and environmental education; and 

d. to demonstrate the relevance of research 
studies to good professional practice in 
geographical and environmental education. 

6) The Commission publishes a book series 
―International Perspectives on 
Geographical Education‖ through Springer. 
ISSN: 2367-2773. 

There are currently two titles in the series: 

Brooks, C., Butt, G., & Fargher, M. (2017). The 
Power of Geographical Thinking. Springer. 

Solari, O. M., Solem, M., & Boehm, R. (Eds.). 
(2017). Learning Progressions in Geography 
Education: International Perspectives. 
Springer. 

The current accurate URL of the 
commission‘s web site: The current web site of 
the Commission on Geographical Education 
may be found at: http://www.igu-cge.org/ The 
website includes archived Newsletters as well 
as current details of all projects, publications 
and proposals. 

F. Archival Contributions 

All publications of the Commission, including 
all newsletters, monographs, and issues of 
International Research in Geographical and 
Environmental Education are sent to the IGU 
Secretary General soon after publication. See 
also the website www.igu-cge.org for 
Newsletters of the Commission. 

G. FUTURE MEETINGS 

IGU Regional Conference in Quebec City, 6 
– 10 August and CGE pre-conference 
symposium from 3 – 5 August 2018. The 
Commission is working the IGU Quebec City 
Organising Committee and the Canadian 
Association of Geographers (CAG), to organise 
geography education sessions for the 
International Geographical Union Regional 
Conference in Quebec City 6-10 August 2018. 
In addition to the sessions on geographical 
education within the main conference of 
―Appreciating Difference‖, the Commission is 
working with IGU, CAG and NCGE to 
organise a pre-conference symposium. 
(http://igu2018.ulaval.ca/)\ 

CGE London, United Kingdom 2019 (15 – 17 
April 2019). The Commission is working with 
the UK Committee for IGU-CGE to organise 
the 2019 meeting, the theme of which will be 
Recontextualising Geography. The 
collaboration between the Commission, the UK 
Committee and the UCL Institute of Education 
is likely to take place in April 2019. More 
information will be available in due course. 

CGE Prague, Czech Republic (August 2019). 
The commission is working with academics 
from Charles University to organise the 2020 
meeting. More information will be available in 
due course. 

This ends the 2017 annual report and is 
respectfully submitted to the Executive 
Committee of the International Geographical 
Union by Dr Clare Brooks and Assoc Prof 
Chew-Hung Chang 

on behalf of the 2016-2020 Steering Group of 
the IGU Commission on Geographical 
Education. Annual report IGU CGE February 
2016 –
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C16.11 Commission on Geographical Information Science 2017 

 

1. MEMBERSHIP 

Co-chair 

Dr. Daniel Sui 
Division of Social, Behavioural and Economic 
Sciences National Science Foundation 
4201 Wilson Boulevard Arlington, Virginia 
22230, USA Phone: +1 703 292-8760 
E-mail: dansui@nsf.gov URL: 
http://www.igugis.org/ 

Co-chair 

Fenzhen Su 
Institute of Geography and Natural Resources 
Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences 11A 
Datun Road, Chaoyang District 
Beijing, 100101, China 
Phone: +86-10-6488-9276 
E-mail: sufz@lreis.ac.cn 

Former Chair 
Francis Harvey 
Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography 
Leipzig, Sachsen 
Germany 
E-mail: f_harvey@ifl-leipzig.de 

Secretary 
Jun Xu 
Institute of Geography and Natural Resources 
Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences 11A 
Datun Road, Chaoyang District 
Beijing, 100101, China 
E-mail: xujun@lreis.ac.cn 

Steering Committee Members 

Andrej 
Medvede
ff 

Institute for 
Geographie der 
Russian 
Academy of 
Science 

Russia a.a.medvedeff@gmail.
co m 

Evelyn 
Uuemaa 

University of 
Tartu 

Estonia juri.roosaare@ut.ee 

Shoaib 
Khalid 

Government College University Faisalabad Islamic 
Republic 
of 
Pakistan 

shoaibkhalid@gcuf.ed
u.p k 

Lars 
Brabyn 

University of 
Waikato 

New 
Zealand 

larsb@waikato.ac.nz 

Stan 
Geertma
n 

Utrecht 
University 

The 
Netherlan
ds 

s.c.m.geertman@uu.nl 

Shawn 
Laffan 

University of 
New South 
Wales 

Australia shawn.laffan@unsw.e
du.a u 

Itzhak 
Benenso
n 

Tel-Aviv 
University 

Israel bennya@post.tau.ac.il 

 

2. Meetings 

The International Symposium on Spatial Data 
Handling (SDH) is the premier long-running 
forum in geographical information science. The 
17th International Symposium on Spatial Data 
Handling was hold in Beijing, as a pre-congress 
meeting of the 33rd International Geographical 
Congress. Also, the steering committee had a 
meeting during the 33rd International 
Geographical Congress. 

2.1 SDH2016 (Beijing, August 18-20, 2016) 

The 17th International Symposium on Spatial 
Data Handling (SDH 2016), co-organized by 
the Commission on Geographic Information 
Science and the Commission on Modelling 
Geographical Systems, was held in the Institute 
of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources 
Research (IGSNRR), Chinese Academy of 
Sciences in Beijing, China from August 18-20, 
2016. It was hosted by the State Key 
Laboratory of Resources and Environmental 
Information System (LREIS). The theme of the 
symposium was ―Facing the Challenges of Big 
Data with GIS‖. The website of the symposium 
is http://sdh2016.csp.escience.cn. 
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Professor Su Fenzhen, who is the director of 
LREIS, chaired the opening ceremony. The 
deputy director of IGSNRR, Liao Xiaohan, 
gave a welcome address. Professor Francis 
Harvey from Leibniz Institute for Regional 
Geography, the chair of IGU - Commission on 
Geographic Information Science at the time, 
addressed on the opening ceremony. The 
member of Scientific Advisory Committee of 
LREIS, Professor Anthony G.O. Yeh from The 
University of Hong Kong, the member of 
Scientific Advisory Committee of LREIS, 
reviewed the development of GIScience and the 
history of LREIS being revolved in the 
activities of GIScience Commission of IGU. 

During the three days of meeting, the 
participants introduced their recent work and 
discussions were held on the storage, retrieval, 
visualization and knowledge discovery of 
spatial big data; multi-scale spatial data 
representations; data-intensive geospatial 
computing, and space-time modeling in open 
source environment; quality issues, spatial 
analysis and geographical applications of 
spatial. 

More than 100 people from 12 countries 
attended the symposium. There are 53 
presentations in six parallel sessions, and five 
invited keynote presentations in two plenary 
sessions. 

Key note speeches: 

Leveraging Big (Geospatial) Data with (Geo) 
Visual Analytics 

Alan MacEachren 

The Pennsylvania State University, USA 

Error in Spatial Ecology 

Brian Lees 

University of New South Wales, Australia 

GIScience beyond Conventional Spatial Data 
Handling 

Shih-Lung Shaw 

The University of Tennessee, USA 

Improving GIScience Visualization: Ideas 
for a New Methodology 

Francis Harvey 

Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography 

Perspectives on Pan-spatial Information 
System 

Chenghu Zhou 

The Chinese Academy of Science 

 

The opening ceremony 
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Francis Harvey addressing on the opening 
ceremony Fenzheng Su chairing the opening 

 

Parallel sessions 

 

Social activities 

 

Program of the 17th Spatial Data Handling 
Symposium (18/8/2016 – 20/8/2016) 

Thursday (18/Aug/2016) 
09:30 ~ 10:00 Opening Ceremony (Conference Hall 

2602) 
10:00 ~ 10:20 Tea break & Photo 
 
10:20 ~ 11:50 

Keynote speech (Conference Hall 2602) 
Alan MacEachren: Leveraging big 
(geospatial) data with (geo) visual analytics 
Brian Lees: Error in Spatial Ecology 

Lunch 
14:00 ~ 15:40 Geographic knowledge discovery and data 

mining (I) (Room 2321) 
Big geographical data storage & data-
intensive computing (Room 2421) 

15:40 ~ 15:55 Tea break 
15:55 ~ 17:15 Geographic knowledge discovery and data 

mining (I) (Room 2321) 
Big geographical data storage & data-
intensive computing (Room 2421) 

18:30 Reception dinner (Mei Zhou Dong Po) 
Friday (19/Aug/2016) 
08:30 ~ 10:10 Geographic knowledge discovery and data 

mining (II) (Room 2321) 
Geo-visualization and data representation 
(Room 2421) 

10:10 ~ 10:25 Tea break 
10:25 ~ 11:45 Geographic knowledge discovery and data 

mining (II) (Room 2321) 
Geo-visualization and data representation 
(Room 2421) 

 Lunch 
14:00 ~ 15:40 Multi-scale spatial data model and 

algorithm (Room 2321) 
Geospatial analysis (Room 2421) 

15:40 ~ 15:55 Tea break 
15:55 ~ 17:15 Multi-scale spatial data model and 

algorithm (Room 2321) 
Geospatial analysis (Room 2421) 

18:30 Buffet dinner (North Canteen, the 2nd 
floor) 

Saturday (20/Aug/2016) 
 
08:30 ~ 09:50 

Keynote speech (Conference Hall 2602) 
Shih-Lung Shaw: GIScience beyond 
conventional spatial data handling 
Francis Harvey: Improving GIscience 
visualization: ideas for a new methodology 

09:50 ~ 10:05 Tea break 
10:05 ~ 10:45 Keynote speech (Conference Hall 2602) 

Chenghu Zhou: Pan-spatial information 
system 

10:45~ 11:30 Closing Ceremony (Conference Hall 
2602) 
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Steering committee meeting (Beijing, August 
23, 2016) 

During the 33rd International Geographical 
Congress, the steering committee had a 
meeting. Francis Harvey retired from the chair 
of the committee, and Denial Sui and Fenzhen 
Su became the co-chairs of the committee. On 
the meeting, the members from the committee 
members LREIS summarized the SDH 2016 
and proposed the plan for publishing the 
proceedings. Other issues, such as the 
maintenance of the commission‘s website and 
the mailing list, were discussed. 

Forthcoming meetings 

The 18th International Symposium on 
Spatial Data Handling will be hold in 
Moscow on June 6-9, 2018, right after the IGU 
Thematic Conference. The theme of the 
meeting is "Technological challenges and 
informational challenges". The website of the 
meeting is http://www.sdh2018.ru/. 

The 10th International Workshop on Pattern 
Recognition in Remote Sensing (PRRA 2018) 
will be hold in Beijing on August 19-10. It is 
organized by the Technical Committee 7 (TC-
Remote Sensing and Mapping) of the 
International Association for Pattern Recognition 
(IAPR), and will be hosted by LREIS. The IGU 
commission on Geographical Information Science 
will co-organize this symposium with State Key 
Laboratory of Resource and Environmental 
Information System, IGSNRR, CAS, State Key 
Laboratory of Remote Sensing Science, Institute 
of Remote Sensing and Digital Earth, CAS, and 
State Key Laboratory of Information Engineering 
in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing, 
Wuhan University. The website of the workshop 
is http://www.prrs2018.org/. 

3. Networking 

The commission on Geographical Information 
Science has long cooperation with the IGU 
commission on Modelling Geographical 
Systems and Commission II of the International 

Society of Photogrammetry and Remote 
Sensing (ISPRS). We hold several symposiums 
on SDH together with these two commissions. 

This year, we have expanded our network with 
the Technical Committee 7 (TC- Remote 
Sensing and Mapping) of IAPR. The PRRA 
2018 will be hold in Beijing, China. The 
commission on Geographical Information 
Science will be the co-organizer. 

4. PUBLICATION 

Website 

The current website of the commission is 
http://igugis.lreis.ac.cn/. A Google group name 
IGUGIS was set up, so commission members 
can share massages by sending email to 
igugis@googlegroups.com. A frame of google 
group was embedded in the webpage of the 
commission, which is located at 
http://igugis.lreis.ac.cn/igu6.html, therefore 
people not in this commission can also check 
the massages on our website. 

Publication 

Selected papers from DH 2016 were published 
in a book by Springer. For SDH 2016, over 65 
paper proposals were received and reviewed by 
the international program committee and 
additional reviewers. Based on the peer review 
of abstracts, 54 papers have been accepted to be 
presented on the conference. Finally, 20 papers 
were submitted to the second round of peer 
review, and 15 papers were selected to be 
included in the book. 

Citation: 
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Zhou, C.H., Su, F.Z., Harvey, F., Xu, J.(Eds.) 
2017. Spatial Data Handling in Big Data Era: 
Select Papers from the 17th IGU  

Spatial Data Handling Symposium 2016. 
Springer. 

The content of this book are as follows: 

Part 1 Data Intensive Geospatial Computing 
and Data Quality 

Using T-Drive and BerlinMod in Parallel 
SECONDO for Performance Evaluation of 
Geospatial Big Data Processing 

Mudabber Ashfaq, Ali Tahir, Faisal Moeen 
Orakzai, Gavin McArdle, Michela Bertolotto 

Integrated Geo-Information Database for 
Geological Disposal of High-level Radioactive 
Waste in China 

Peng Wang, Yong-an Zhao, Min Gao, Shu-tao 
Huang, Ju Wang, Lun Wu, Heng Cai 

Analyzing the Uncertainties of Ground 
Validation for Remote Sensing Land Cover 
Mapping in the Era of Big Geographic Data 

Bo Sun, Xi Chen, Qiming Zhou 

Error in Spatial Ecology (PVM) 

Brain Lees 

Part 2 Web and Crowd Sourcing Spatial 
Data Mining 

A Framework for Event Information Extraction 
from Chinese News Online 

Shuang Wang, Yecheng Yuan, Tao Pei, Yufen 
Chen 

Evaluating Neighborhood Environment and 
Utilitarian Walking Behavior with Big Data: A 
Case Study in Tokyo Metropolitan Area 

Hao Hou, Yuji Murayama 

A Space-Time GIS for Visualizing and 
Analyzing Clusters in Large Tracking Datasets 

Hongbo Yu 

An Extended Community Detection Algorithm 
to Compare Human Mobility Flow Based on 
Urban Polycentric Cluster Boundaries: A Case 
Study of Shenzhen City 

Zhixiang Fang, Lihan Liu, Shih-Lung Shaw, 
Ling Yin 

Part 3 Visualization of Big Geographical 
Data 

Improving GIScience Visualization: Ideas for a 
New Methodology 

Francis Harvey 

Leveraging Big (geo) Data with (geo)Visual 
Analytics: Place as the next frontier 

Alan M. MacEachren 

A Comparative Study of Various Properties to 
Measure the Road Hierarchy in Road Networks 

Xun Wu, Hong Zhang, Yunhui Xu, Jie Yang 

Detail Resolution: A New Model to Describe 
Level of Detail Information of Vector Line 
Data 

Xiaoqiang Cheng, Huayi Wu, Tinghua Ai, Min 
Yang 

Part 4 Spatial Analysis and Simulation 

Urban Growth Evaluation: A New Approach 
Using Neighborhood Characteristics of 
Remotely Sensed Land Use Data 

Shyamantha Subasinghe, Yuji Murayama 

Influential Factors of Building Footprint 
Location and Prediction of Office Shape in City 
Blocks in Tokyo‘s Commercial Zones 

Masahiro Taima, Yasushi Asami, Kimihiro 
Hino 

Modelling Urban Growth Evolution Using 
SLEUTH Model: A Case Study in Wuhan City, 
China 
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Wenyou Fan, Yueju Shen, Jianfang Li, Lina Li 

5. Archival Contributions 

We have sent the book Spatial Data Handling 
in Big Data Era: Select Papers from the 17th 

IGU Spatial Data Handling Symposium 2016 
for the IGU archives to Dr. Bruno Schelhaas, 
Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography. 



- 110 -

 107 

C16.12 Commission on Geography of Governance 2017 

1. Membership 

Steering Committee - Commission Geography 
of Governance (SC-CGoG), 2016-2020 

Commission Chair 

Carlos 
Nunes Silva 

Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University of Lisbon, 

Rua Branca Edmée Marques, Cidade 
Universitária, 1600-276 Lisboa, PORTUGAL 
E-mail: cs@campus.ul.pt; 
igu.geogov@gmail.com 

Full members (in alphabetical order by surname) 

Ján Buţek Department of Human Geography and 
Demography, Comenius University, Mlynska 

dolina, Ilkovicova 6, Bratislava 842 15, 
SLOVAKIA E-mail: jan.bucek@uniba.sk 

Olga Glezer Institute of Geography, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Staromonetnyi pereulok 29, 

119017 Moscow, RUSSIA E-mail: 
olga.glezer@yandex.ru 

Tomasz 
Kaczmarek 

Institute of Socio-Economic Geography and 
Spatial Management, Adam Mickiewicz 
University, ul. Bogumila Krygowskiego 10, 
61-680 Poznan, POLAND 

E-mail: tomkac@amu.edu.pl 

Ilona Pálne 
Kovács 

Institute for Regional Studies, Centre for 
Economic and Regional Studies, Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences, Papnövelde u. 22, 7621 
Pécs, HUNGARY, E-mail: palne@rkk.hu 

Yosuke 
Maeda 

Faculty of Education, Niigata University, 
Ikarashi 2-no-cho 8050, Nishi-ku, Niigata, 
950- 

2181, JAPAN, E-mail: y.maeda@ed.niigata-
u.ac.jp 

Jiesheng Na Center for Historical Geography, Fudan 
University, 220 Handan Rd, Shanghai 
200433, 

CHINA, E-mail: jsan@fudan.edu.cn 

Bríd Quinn Department of Politics and Public 
Administration University of Limerick, 

Limerick, V94 

T9PX, IRELAND, E-mail: brid.quinn@ul.ie 

Peter 
Schmitt 

Department of Human Geography, Stockholm 
University, SE-106 91 Stockholm, 

SWEDEN, E-mail: 
peter.schmitt@humangeo.su.se 

Anna Trono Department of Cultural Heritage, University 
of Salento, Via D. Birago, 64 - 73100 Lecce, 

ITALY, E-mail: anna.trono@unisalento.it 

Honorary Members 

Robert J. 
Bennett 

Professor Emeritus, Cambridge University, 
Cambridge, United Kingdom 

E-mail: robert.bennett@geog.cam.ac.uk 

Max 
Barlow 

Professor Emeritus, Concordia University, 
Canada, E-mail: max.barlow@gmail.com 

Doris 
Wastl-
Walter 

University of Berne, Berne, Switzerland, E-
mail: doris.wastl-walter@giub.unibe.ch 

Eran Razin Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, E-mail: 
msrazin@mail.huji.ac.il 

 

Number of commission members by country 

Membership of the Commission (2016-
2020) is being updated. In this process we 
aim to increase the proportion of younger 
members and to reach a more balanced 
membership according to gender and region 
of the world. At the end of the previous 
term (2012-2016) the Commission had a 
total of 482 corresponding members 
distributed by 55 countries (Table below 
extracted from the 'IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance Report: 2012-
2016, page 2'). As of 1 December 2017, the 
Commission has the 10 full and 4 honorary 
members of the Steering Committee and the 
same number of corresponding members it 
had at the end of 2016 plus new 
corresponding members admitted in the 
course of 2017. An updated table will be 
included in the 2018 Annual Report. 
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(Source: IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance Report: 2012-2016, p. 2) 

2. Meetings 

Meetings organized 

  

(more information about the participation of the 
Commission in each of these meetings is 
available in the Commission website and in the 
Newsletters 1 & 2, 2017) 

 

IGU-CGoG 2017 Annual Conference "Local 
Governance in the New Urban Agenda", 
Lecce, Italy, October 19-21 2017 

The Annual Conference was co-organised by 
Anna Trono (member of the SC-CGoG) and 
Carlos Nunes Silva (Chair of the IGU CGoG), 
with the patronage of the University of the 
Salento, the Municipality of Lecce and Lecce 
Provincial Administration. The Conference – 
held from the 19th to the 21st of October 2017 in 
the ancient and prestigious setting of the 
Olivetan Monastery of the University of the 
Salento in Lecce – hosted about 80 researchers 
and scholars from 33 countries, working in the 
fields of Local and Regional Studies, 
Geography, Economics, Political Science, 
Architecture, Planning, Public Administration, 
History, Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities. 
Of the 100 abstract papers submitted and 
double-blind reviewed by an international 
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scientific committee (17 members), nearly 3/4 
of them were judged to be relevant and 
appropriate to the conference. 30% of the 
papers accepted and included in the final 
programme were authored or co-authored by 
PhD students. The conference was divided into 
15 sections. The themes were discussed from 
various theoretical perspectives, reflecting a 
wide range of methodological approaches and 
inter-disciplinary levels across a broad 
spectrum of innovative research within the field 
of Local Governance, following quantitative / 
qualitative approaches, analysing case studies 
and producing comparative and exploratory 
studies. The conference was an opportunity for 
networking and for researchers to meet and 
discuss future research initiatives. More 
information is available in the Conference 
website (full program, abstracts, powerpoints, 
photogallery...): 
https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017confer
ence/ 

Meetings with sessions organised by 
Commission members 

5th Forum on Frontiers of China & 
Symposium on Social Transformation, 
Knowledge System and New Borderland 
Study, Shanghai Open University, China, 
May 5-7 2017 

Jiesheng Na (member of the SC-CGoG) was 
engaged in the organization of the 5th Forum 
on Frontiers of China & Symposium on Social 
Transformation, Knowledge System and New 
Borderland Study. More information is 
available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

 

NISPAcee Annual Conference, Kazan, 
Russian Federation, May 18-20 2017 

Ilona Pálné Kovács (member of the SC-CGoG) 
co-coordinated the Working Group on Local 
Governments (www.nispa.org/conference2017 
). The conference theme was "Innovation 

Governance in the Public Sector". More 
information is available in the Commission 
website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

11th Slovak-Czech-Polish Seminarium - 
"Flows, Spaces and Societies in Central 
Europe― - Trenčianske 

Teplice, Slovakia, June 14-16, 2017 

Jan Bucek (member of the SC-CGoG) was 
engaged in the organization of the Seminar. 

More information is available in the 
Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

7th Nordic Geographers Meeting (NGM), 
Stockholm, Sweden, June 18–21 2017 

Peter Schmitt (member of the SC-CGoG) co- 
organised a session at the Nordic Geographers 
Meeting under the theme: "Is there a Nordic 
‗planning culture‘? Exploring commonalities 
and differences in times of growing complexity 
and inequalities". More information about the 
participation of the Commission GoG is 
available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

Conference "Modern Methods and Tools for 
Public Participation in Urban Planning", 
Poznań – 

Obrzycko, Poland, June 22-24, 2017 

Members of the Commission were engaged in 
the organization of this conference/symposium, 
namely Tomasz Kaczmarek (member of the 
SC-CGoG). The focus of the symposium was 
on spatially- explicit methods of public 
participation drawing from developments in 
P/PGIS, VGI, Geoweb, and Geodesign. More 
information is available in the Commission 
website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

Meetings organized by members of the 
Commission and endorsed by the 
Commission II International Conference 
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"Urban e-Planning", Lisbon, Portugal, April 
20-21 2017 

The 2nd International Conference on Urban e-
Planning, convened by Carlos Nunes Silva 
(Chair of the 

IGU CGoG), was held in Lisbon, Portugal, 20-
21 April 2017, in the Institute of Geography 
and Spatial Planning - University of Lisbon. 
The Conference was endorsed by the IGU 
Commission Geography of Governance (IGU-
CGoG). The two day conference was organized 
in 14 sessions and addressed four main research 
themes: Theme 1 - Governance and Planning of 
Smart Cities; Theme 2 - Citizen e- Participation 
and Community engagement; Theme 3 - The 
inter-relatedness of real and virtual in Urban e-
Planning; and Theme 4 - Collaborative Urban 
e-Planning. More information is available in the 
Conference website (full program, abstracts, 
powerpoints, photogallery...): https://sites. 
google.com/site/uep2017conference/ 

II International Conference "African Urban 
Planning", Lisbon, Portugal, September 7 - 8 
2017 

The 2nd International Conference on African 
Urban Planning, convened by Carlos Nunes 
Silva (Chair of the IGU CGoG), was held on 7-
8 September 2017, in Lisbon, Portugal, in the 
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning - 
University of Lisbon. The conference was 
organized in 34 sessions, 2 plenary sessions and 
32 parallel panels, with 151 papers. The 
conference was endorsed by the IGU 
Commission on Geography of Governance and 
proved to be an excellent occasion to expand 
the work of the Commission by engaging 
colleagues based in the African continent, in 
North Africa as well as in sub-Saharan Africa, 
some of which became corresponding members 
of the Commission. 

More information is available in the Conference 
website (full program, abstracts, powerpoints, 
photogallery...): 

https://sites.google.com/site/cpcup2017confere
nce/home 

Brief summary of the topics addressed 

The Commission aims to explore in its 
conferences and workshops, in the period 2016-
2020, the 20 themes referred in its website 
(https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/aims). In 
the main scientific meeting of our Commission in 
2017, its Annual Conference - "Local Governance 
in the New Urban Agenda" - , Commission' 
members explored and discussed the changes, 
challenges and opportunities confronting Local 
Governance in the context of the new urban 
paradigm associated with the HABITAT III New 
Urban Agenda, a 20-year strategy for sustainable 
urbanization, adopted in October 2016 in Quito, 
Ecuador. This exploration and discussion took 
into consideration the commitments for action 
associated with this new urban paradigm, around 
the issues proposed by the commission in its call 
for papers (https://sites.google.com/site/geogov 
2017conference/call-for- papers). A more detailed 
description is available in the conference website 
(full program, abstracts, PowerPoint presentation 
files): https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017 
conference/home . In the other meetings, 
organized or co-organized by members of the 
Commission, the approach was more thematically 
focused but always within the scope given by the 
list of 20 themes defined for the period 2016-
2020. 

Meetings planned to hold in 2018 and later 
years 

Annual Conference 

IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
- 2018 Annual Conference - "Fifty Years of 
Local Governance" -, Lisbon, Portugal, 4 - 5 
September 2018 

The 2018 Annual Conference of the IGU 
Commission on ‗Geography of Governance‘ 
(IGU-GoG), organized in collaboration with the 
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University of Lisbon, is convened by Carlos 
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Nunes Silva (Chair of the IGU CGoG). The 
Conference marks the establishment 30 years ago 
of the IGU Commission on Geography and Public 
Administration, after an initial period as a Study 
Group of the International Geographical Union, 
from 1984 to 1988. The conference seeks to 
revisit the main research issues addressed by the 
Commission since the mid 1980s and to explore 
the current trends and future challenges 
confronting local governance in the context of the 
new global urban agendas, namely the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 
SDGs that came officially into force on 1 January 
2016, the New Urban Agenda adopted in the 
Habitat III Conference, in October 2016, and the 
Paris Agreement or Paris Climate Agreement 
adopted in December 2015. It is an opportunity 
for researchers, from different disciplinary 
backgrounds, to present, discuss and exchange 
recent research findings on the determinants, 
processes and outcomes of the changes occurred 
in the field of local governance in the last three 
decades and to explore and debate, from different 
theoretical perspectives and methodological 
approaches, the current and emerging trends in 
this field. The conference is organized in two 
tracks: Track 1 looks 30 years back revisiting the 
changes, processes and the respective outcomes in 
the field of local governance in different parts of 
the world; Track 2 looks into the future analyzing 
current trends in local governance. More 
information in the Conference website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2018/home 

Meetings with sessions proposed / organised 
by the Commission 

IGU Thematic Conference "Practical 
Geography and XXI Century Challenges", 
Moscow, Russia, June 4-6 2018 

Commission session titled: "Local Governance 
for Local Development in the XXI Century: 
Opportunities and Limitations ", chaired by 
Olga Glezer (member of the SC-CGoG) and 
Carlos Nunes Silva (Chair of the IGU CGoG). 
The session aims to address, but is not limited 
to the following issues: 

(a) Central - local relations: trends, challenges 
and outcomes; (b) Local Government: abolition 
of local tiers and merger reforms; (c) Inter-
Municipal cooperation ; (d) Metropolitan 
Government and the Governance of 
CityRegions; (e) Privatization, Public-Private 
Partnerships and remunicipalisation of local 
public services; (f) Austerity and innovation in 
local governance; (g) Local e-Government: 
citizen (e-)participation. More information in 
the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/next-
conferences 

IGU Regional Conference, Quebec City, 
Canada, August 6-10 2018 

The IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance (IGU-CGoG) proposed the 
following 8 thematic sessions to the IGU 
Regional Conference 
(http://igu2018.ulaval.ca/): 1. Local government 
reforms and governance in recent decades: 
differentiation and harmonization of 
institutional models and policies; 

2. Government and citizen interaction: formal 
and informal modes of citizen participation and 

community engagement in local government 
policy; 3. Spatial justice and the Right to the 
City: local government policies and governance 
practices sensitive to social and cultural 
diversity; 4. The place- based development 
policy and the role of local government: 
difference as an advantage in local 
development; 5. Planning and governance 
cultures at the sub-national level – exploring 
diverging trajectories within and across 
countries; 6. Multi-level and transnational 
governance on the move: unpacking various 
approaches of governing territorial challenges; 
7. International cooperation networks of local 
and regional governments: different conditions 
and common goals; 8. Secessionist movements 
in the context of 21st century politics: a local 
governance perspective. Professor Doris Wastl-
Walter, former Chair of the Commission, vice-
Rector of the University of Bern, Switzerland, 
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and Honorary member of the current Steering 
Committee, was selected by the conference 
organization as a Keynote Luminary Speaker at 
the 2018 IGU Regional Conference. Professor 
Doris Wastl-Walter will speak about her 
research in the field of Governance. More 
information is available in the Commission 
website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/next-
conferences 

XI IGU Seminar on 'Environment And 
Sustainable Livelihood', Guwahati, East 
Himalaya, India, February 8-10 2018 

The IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance (IGU-CGoG) proposed a session 
on "Sustainable Development and Local 
Governance" in the XI IGU Seminar on 
'Environment And Sustainable Livelihood', 
Guwahati, India. The IGU-CGoG session will 
be included under the conference sub-theme 
"Sustainable Development: Governance, 
Policies and Conflicts". More information is 
available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/next-
conferences 

International Scientific Workshop 
―Urbanization and Regional Development in 
Russia and Europe‖, 

Moscow, 19-20 April 2018 

The workshop is organized by Peoples‘ 
Friendship University of Russia, Institute of 
Geography of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Association of Russian Human 
Geographers, and Franco-Russian Studies 
Center (CEFR). Olga Glezer (member of the 
SC-CGoG) is engaged in the organization of 
the scientific workshop. More information: 
http://agora.guru.ru/urbanization_Ru-Eu/eng 

26th NISPAcee Annual Conference - "Public 
Administration for Well-being and Growth" 
- Iasi, Romania, May 24 -26 2018 

The 26th NISPAcee Annual Conference - 
"Public Administration for Well-being and 

Growth" - will be held in Iasi, Romania, on 
May 24 -26 2018. Ilona Pálne Kovács (member 
of the SC-CGoG) will convene a session 
focused on themes pertaining to the core subject 
of the Commission. More information available 
in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/next-
conferences 

AESOP 2018 Congress, Gothenburg, 
Sweden, July 10-14 2018 

Peter Schmitt (member of the SC-CGoG) is co-
chair of the track ―Governance‖ at the 2018 
AESOP Congress in Gothenburg, Sweden (10-
14th of July, 2018). Peter Schmitt plans to 
organise a special session with other members 
of the Commission on a topic closely related to 
the work of the IGU- CGoG. More information 
is available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/next-
conferences 

Social Science Forum 2018 - Fukuoka, 
Japan, September 25-28 2018 

Yosuke Maeda (member of the SC-CGoG) will 
chair the session proposed to the "World Social 
Science Forum 2018", that will take place in 
Fukuoka, Japan, September 25-28, 2018. The 
section proposed by the Commission under the 
title "New governances addressing changing 
issues in rural and urban areas" is included on 
theme 6 of the conference - 'Development and 
inclusion in urban and rural areas' . This session 
has the support of the Association of Japanese 
Geographers - Geography of Public Affairs and 
Local Governance. More information in the 
Commission website:  

https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/next-
conferences

Conference "Historical Geography of Ethnic 
Groups in China", China, 2018 

Jiesheng Na (member of the SC-CGoG) will 
organize in China, in December 2018, a 
Conference on the theme "Historical 
Geography of Ethnic Groups in China". More 
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information soon in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/next-
conferences 

Workshop on "The Centralisation turn in 
Local Governance", Pécs, Hungary, Spring 
2019 

Ilona Pálne Kovács (member of the SC-CGoG) 
will convene / organize a Workshop on the 
theme "The Centralisation turn in Local 
Governance", in Pécs, Hungary, in the Spring 
2019, focused on the local government reforms 
implemented in the last decades. More 
information soon in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/next-
conferences 

Conference and Workshop in Africa, South 
America, and Australia/New Zealand, 2018 - 
2019 

We aim to organize conferences or workshops 
in Africa (in North Africa or in sub-Saharan 
Africa), in South America, or in Australia/New 
Zealand in 2019/2020. More information on 
this will be provided in the coming Newsletters 
(2018).

34th International Geographical Congress, 
Istanbul, Turkey, 2020 

The Commission will discuss in due time the 
form of its participation in the 34th 
International Geographical Congress in 2020. 

Meetings organized by members of the 
Commission and endorsed by the 
Commission III International Conference 
'Urban e-Planning', Lisbon, Portugal, 3-4 
April 2018 

The program includes themes pertaining to the 
core subject of the IGU-CGoG and the 
Conference is 

endorsed by the IGU Commission on 
Geography of Governance. It is convened by 
Carlos Nunes Silva (Chair of the IGU CGoG) 
and it is expected the participation of several 

corresponding members of the Commission, as 
happened in the first two editions. More 
information in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/next-
conferences ; and in the conference website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/uep2018conference
/

3. Networking 

Networking activities during 2017 focused on 
sustaining long term links developed over the 
years with other scientific disciplines focusing on 
local government issues, whose members 
regularly participate in our events. In 2017 we 
have been engaged in several meetings that 
attracted numerous new colleagues, namely from 
African Universities, some of whom will continue 
associated with the Commission as corresponding 
members, increasing the presence of the 
Commission in this Continent. The two 
conferences organized by Commission members 
and endorsed by the Commission were also 
endorsed by other organizations, such as the 
ISOCARP, the APA - American Planning 
Association - Tech Division, the UN-Habitat, the 
AAPS - Association of African Planning Schools, 
an opportunity to diversify the connections of 
commission members with other related research 
groups. The session proposed by the Commission 
for the Social Science Forum 2018, to be held in 
Fukuoka, Japan, has been done in collaboration 
with the Association of Japanese Geographers - 
Geography of Public Affairs and Local 
Governance. All the other conferences and 
congresses in which the Commission will take 
part with its own session involves some form of 
cooperation with other scientific associations. We 
plan to extend these forms of cooperation during 
2018. Another form of networking that we plan to 
develop in 2018 is through initiatives similar to 
the COST Action that the Steering Committee 
attempted to implement in previous years. 

4. Publications in 2016 - 2017 (and 
forthcoming) 

List of publications pertaining to the theme of the 
Commission on Geography of Governance, 
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authored or edited by members of the Steering 
Committee, including in some cases also 
corresponding members. Some of these 
publications are based on initial contributions 
presented in meetings or sessions organized or 
endorsed by the Commission. 

Newsletters published in 2017 (annex to this 
report, as separate files) 

 IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
- Newsletter 1/2017 (January-June 2017) 

 IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
- Newsletter 2/2017 (July-December 2017) 

Flyers published in 2017 (annex to this report, 
as separate files) 

 IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
- Flyer 2017 

 IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
- 2017 Annual Conference - Flyer 

 II International Conference Urban e-Planning 
2017 - Flyer (reference to endorsement by the  
IGU Commission Geography of Governance) 

 II International Conference African Urban 
Planning 2017 - Flyer (reference to 
endorsement by the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance) 

Books 

Buţek, J., Pleńivţák, M., Przybyla V. (2017). 
Political geography: political ideologies, 
democracy and elections (in Slovak). 
Bratislava: Comenius University. 

Sato, M. & Maeda, Y. (eds.) (2017). Local 
Governance and Region [Local Governance to 
Chiiki]. Kyoto: Nakanishiya, 278 PP. [written in 
Japanese] 
http://www.nakanishiya.co.jp/book/b283960.htm
l) 

Sellers, J.M., Arretche, M., Kübler, D. & Razin, 
E. (eds.) (2017). Inequality and Governance in the 
Metropolis, Regimes of Place Equality and Fiscal 

Choices in Eleven Countries, Palgrave 
Macmillan, 278 pp. (http://www.palgrave.com/ 
br/book/9781137573773) 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (ed.) (2016). Governing 
Urban Africa. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 373 
pp. (http://www.palgrave.com/de/book/978134 
9951086) 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (ed.) (2016). Urban Planning 
in North Africa. Abingdon: Ashgate, 210 pp. 
(https://www.routledge.com/Urban-Planning-in-
North-Africa/Silva/p/book/9781472444844) 

Silva, Carlos Nunes & Ján Buţek (eds.) (2017). 
Local Government and Urban Governance in 
Europe. Heidelberg: Springer, 265 pp. 
(http://www.springer.com/in/book/978331943978
5) 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (ed.) (2018, forthcoming). 
New Approaches, Methods, and Tools in Urban 
E-Planning. New York: IGI Global. 

Book chapters 

Buţek, Ján (2017). Why and When Countries 
Implement Local Public Administration Reforms: 
A Long-Term View of Reform Dynamics in 
Slovakia, 1990–2015. In Silva, Carlos Nunes & 
Ján Buţek (eds.). Local Government and Urban 
Governance in Europe. Heidelberg: Springer, pp. 
33-70. (http://www.springer.com/in/book/97833 
19439785) 

Kolosov, V.A., Vendina, O.I., Gritsenko, A.A., 
Glezer, O.B., Zotova, M.V., Sebentsov, A.B., and 
Panin, A.N. (2017). Economic and Social 
Reforms in the North Caucasus: Goals, 
Limitations, Problems, and Results, Regional 
Research of Russia, vol. 7, no. 3, pp. 259–270. 
DOI: 10.1134/S2079970517030029 (https:// 
link.springer.com/article/10.1134/S20799705170
30029) 

Kováks, Ilona Palné (2016). Cohesion Policy in 
Central and Eastern Europe: The Challenge of 
Learning. In Simona Piattoni & Laura Polverari 
(eds.). Handbook of Cohesion Policy in the EU. 
Cheltenham (UK) : Edward Elgar, pp. 302-324. 
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(http://www.e-elgar.com/shop/handbook-on-
cohesion-policy-in-the-eu) 

Schmitt, P. & Van Well, L. (2017). Tracing the 
Place-based Coordinative Frameworks of EU 
Territorial Cohesion Policy. E Medeirs (ed.) 
Uncovering the Territorial Dimension of 
European Union Cohesion Policy Cohesion, 
Development, Impact Assessment and 
Cooperation. London/New Work: Routledge. 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (2016). Colonial and 
Postcolonial Urban Planning in North Africa: 
An Overview. In Silva, Carlos Nunes (ed.). 
Urban Planning in North Africa. Abingdon: 
Ashgate, pp. 5-22. (https://www.routledge.com/ 
Urban-Planning-in-North-
Africa/Silva/p/book/9781472444844) 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (2016). Local Government 
and Urban Governance in Lusophone African 
Countries: From Colonial Centralism to Post-
Colonial Slow Decentralization. In Silva, Carlos 
Nunes (ed.) (2016). Governing Urban Africa. 
London: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 13-72. 
(http://www.palgrave.com/de/book/97813 
49951086) 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (2017). Political and 
Administrative Decentralization in Portugal: 
Four Decades of Democratic Local 
Government. In Silva, Carlos Nunes & Ján 
Buţek (eds.). Local Government and Urban 
Governance in Europe. Heidelberg: Springer, 
pp. 9-32.  

(http://www.springer.com/in/book/9783319439
785) 

Trono, Anna; Zerbi, Maria Chiara & 
Castronuovo, Valentina (2017). Urban 
Regeneration and Local Governance in Italy: 
Three Emblematic Cases. In Silva, Carlos 
Nunes & Ján Buţek (eds.). Local Government 
and Urban Governance in Europe. Heidelberg: 
Springer, pp. 171-192. (http://www.springer. 
com/in/book/9783319439785) 

Razin, Eran (2018). Checks and balances in 
planning decentralization: lessons from 
Ontario, in: Lehavi, A. (ed.) One Hundred 

Years of Zoning and the Future of Cities 
Springer, pp. 177-199. 

Articles in peer-reviewed international 
journals and Conference papers 

Buţek, Ján & Mária Frassová (2017). Councils 
in City Quarters – Overlooked Opportunity to 
Strengthen Citizens’ Participation and Local 
Democracy in Slovak cities. Paper presented at 
11th Slovak-Czech-Polish Seminarium - 
"Flows, Spaces and Societies in Central 
Europe―, Trenţianske Teplice, Slovakia, June 
14- 16, 2017. 

Buţek J., Pleńivţák, M. (2017). Self-
government, Development and Political 
Extremism at the Regional Level: A Case Study 
from the Banská Bystrica Region in Slovakia, 
Sociológia, Vol.49, No. 6, pp. 599-635. 

Feitelson, E., Felsenstein, D., Razin, E. & 
Stern, E. (2017). Assessing land use plan 
implementation: bridging the performance-
conformance divide, Land Use Policy 61: 251-
264. 

Glezer, Olga (2017). Prospects for Former 
Mining Settlements in Different Climate 
Conditions: Case Studies of The Russian North 
and North Caucasus. Paper presented in the 
International Conference 'Local Governance in 
the New Urban Agenda' (2017 Annual 
Conference of the IGU Commission Geography 
of Governance), Lecce, Italy, 19-21 October 
2017. 

Jankowski, Piotr & Kaczmarek, Tomasz (eds.) 
(2017). Participatory methods in urban 
planning. Rozwój Regionalny i Polityka 
Regionalna (Regional Development and 
Regional Policy) No 35. Instytut Geografii 
Społeczno-Ekonomicznej i Gospodarki 
Przestrzennej. Adam Mickiewicz University. 
Poznań. (Download: 
http://www.rr.amu.edu.pl/#) 

Kaczmarek, Tomasz & Wójcicki, M. (2016). 
Participation in public consultations on spatial 
planning documents. 
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The case of Poznań City. Quaestiones 
Geographicae, 35(2): 71-82. (Download full 
text (pdf): 
http://geoinfo.amu.edu.pl/qg/archives/2016/QG
352_071-081.pdf ) 

Kaczmarek, Tomasz (2016). Administrative 
division of Poland – 25 years of experience 
during the systemic transformation. EchoGéo 
35/2016: 1-16 (Download full text (pdf): 
https://echogeo.revues.org/pdf/14514) 

Kaczmarek, Tomasz (2017). Soft planning for 
soft spaces. A case study of Poznań 
metropolitan area. Paper presented at 11th 
Slovak-Czech-Polish Seminarium - "Flows, 
Spaces and Societies in Central Europe―, 
Trenţianske Teplice, Slovakia, June 14-16, 
2017. 

Kaczmarek, Tomasz & Łukasz Mikuła (2017). 
Towards More Inclusive and Transparent 
Spatial Management: Experiences of PPGIS-
Tools Implementation In Poznan Metropolitan 
Area. Paper presented in the International 
Conference 'Local Governance in the New 
Urban Agenda' (2017 Annual Conference of the 
IGU Commission Geography of Governance), 
Lecce, Italy, 19-21 October 2017. 

Kovács, Ilona Pálné (2017). Changing 
Paradigm of Local Governance In Hungary. 
Paper presented in the International Conference 
'Local Governance in the New Urban Agenda' 
(2017 Annual Conference of the IGU 
Commission Geography of Governance), 
Lecce, Italy, 19-21 October 2017. 

Pleńivţák, M., Buţek, J. (2017). In the centre, 
but still on the periphery: Is there any room for 
development of socio- economically deprived 
region in Slovakia? International Journal of 
Social Economics, Vol. 44 Issue: 11, pp.1539-
1558. 

Quinn, Brid (2017). Cities and Cohesion 
Policy: A Governance Dilemma? Paper 
presented in the International Conference 'Local 
Governance in the New Urban Agenda' (2017 

Annual Conference of the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance), Lecce, Italy, 19-21 
October 2017. 

Razin, Eran (2017). Comparing Planning 
Systems: Checks and Balances in Addressing 
Tensions Between “Good Planning” and the 
Acute Housing Crisis. Paper presented in the 
International Conference 'Local 

Governance in the New Urban Agenda' (2017 
Annual Conference of the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance), Lecce, Italy, 19-21 
October 2017. 

Trono, Anna; Angelo Corallo; Laura Fortunato; 
Francesco Pettinato & Laura Schina (2018). 
Cultural event management and urban e-
planning through bottom-up user participation. 
International Journal of E- Planning Research, 
Vol. 8 (1): 15-33. 

Book reviews 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (2017). Book review of 
"UN (2016). United Nations E-Government 
Survey 2016: E-Government in Support of 
Sustainable Development. New York: United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs". International Journal of E-Planning 
Research, Vol. 6 (1): 74-76. 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (2017). Book review of 
"Pattberg, Philipp & Zelli, Fariborz (2016). 
Environmental Politics and Governance in the 
Anthropocene: Institutions and legitimacy in a 
complex world. London: Routledge". 
International Journal of E-Planning Research, 
Vol. 6 (2): 54-56. 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (2017). Book review of 
"Stead, Dominic; Jochem de Vries & 
TunaTasan-Kok(Eds.) (2017). 

Planning Cultures and Histories: The Evolution 
of Planning Systems and Spatial Development 
Patterns. London: Routledge". International 
Journal of E-Planning Research, Vol. 6 (3): 58-59. 



- 120 -

 117 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (2017). Book review of 
"Ryser, Judith & Teresa Franchini (Eds.) (2015). 
International Manual of Planning Practice. The 
Hague: ISOCARP". International Journal of E-
Planning Research, Vol. 6 (3): 61-63. 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (2017). Book review of 
"McQuire, Scott (2016). Geomedia: Networked 
Cities and the Future of Public Space. John 
Wiley & Sons". International Journal of E-
Planning Research, Vol. 6 (4): 76-77. 

Silva, Carlos Nunes (2018). Book review of 
"Barry Goodchild (2017). Markets, Politics and 
the Environment: An Introduction to Planning 
Theory. London: Routledge", International 
Journal of E-Planning Research, Vol. 7 (1): 86-88. 

5. Commission website 

The current URL of the commission's website 
is this: https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 
. Besides information about current and future 
activities, the site serves also as on-line archive 
of the Commission with all newsletters and 
information on past steering committees, 
meetings, publications, and photo galleries 
related to the commission activities. The 
Commission is also associated with a blog and 
a mailing list focused on issues of local 
government and local governance: 

The blog address is: http://igugeogov.blogspot.pt/. 
The mailing list address is: https://sites. 
google.com/site/igugeogov/mailing-list 

6. Archival Contributions 

All newsletters, flyers, conference programs are 
sent to the IGU Secretary General and to the 
IGU Archive at the University of Leipzig. The 
publication planned and based on the 2017 
Annual Conference will be sent to the IGU 
Archive. The Commission website is the online 
open archive of the Commission. It provides 
online open access to newsletters, photo gallery 
of our meetings, to the list of conferences and 
publications, conference programs, conference 

paper abstracts, PowerPoint presentations, 
membership, information about its aims and 
research themes, as well as an historical 
overview of the Commission. 

7. Photo gallery 

2017 IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance Annual Conference - photo 
gallery (226 photos): 

https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017confer
ence/conference-photogallery 

II Urban e-Planning Conference (endorsed 
by the IGU CGoG) - photo gallery: 

https://sites.google.com/site/uep2017conference
/photo-gallery-2017-conference 

II African Urban Planning Conference 
(endorsed by the IGU CGoG) - photo 
gallery: 

https://sites.google.com/site/aup2017photogalle
ry/ 

** 

This report is structured following the 
instructions of the IGU Executive Committee. 
Lisbon, December 2017 

Carlos Nunes Silva 

Chair, IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance 

Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University of Lisbon 

ANNEX - IGU CGoG documents mentioned in 
the report - ( 7 PDF documents, as separate 
files) 

1. IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
- Newsletter 1/2017 (January-June 2017), 22 
pages. 

2. IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
- Newsletter 2/2017 (July-December 2017), 
34 pages. 
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3. IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
2017 Annual Conference - Full Program, 9 
pages. 

4. IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance - Flyer 2017, 2 pages. 

5. IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
- 2017 Annual Conference - Flyer, 2 pages. 

6. II International Conference Urban e-
Planning 2017 - Flyer (reference to 
endorsement by the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance), 2 pages. 

7. II International Conference African Urban 
Planning 2017 - Flyer (reference to 
endorsement by the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance), 2 pages. 

URL: 

Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

2017 Annual Conference website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017confer
ence/ 

2017 Annual Conference Photo gallery: 
https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017confer
ence/conference-photogallery 2018 Anual 
Conference: 
https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2018/home 

Commission blog: http://igugeogov.blogspot.pt/ 

Commission thematic mailing list: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/mailing
-list 
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C16.13 Commission on Geography of Innovation, Information and 
Technology 2017

The Commission on Geography of Innovation, 
Information and Technology has had a 
productive period during the past year with 
active plans for future events and activities. 
This report summarizes the Commission‘s 
steering committee and general membership, 
past and future events, and collaborations. 

Contact Information: 

Geography of Innovation, Information and 
Technology 
Tommi Inkinen University of Turku 
Brahea Centre/Centre for Maritime Studies 
20014 University of Turku 
Finland 
Vox: +358 400 882 818 
E-Mail: tommi.inkinen@utu.fi 
URL: http://www.igu-informationsociety.org 

1. Steering Committee 

Chair: 

Tommi Inkinen, University of Turku, Finland 
E-mail: tommi.inkinen@utu.fi 

Vice Chair: 

Kenji Hashimoto, Waseda University Tokyo, 
Japan E-mail: hashimoto@waseda.jp 

Executive Secretary: 

Philippe Vidal, Université du Havre, France 
Email: philippe.vidal@univ-lehavre.fr 

Steering Committee Members: 

Rein Ahas, University of Tartu, Estonia Email: 
rein.ahas@ut.ee 

Stefano di Vita, Politecnico di Milano, Italy 
Email: stefano.divita@polimi.it 

 

Andreas Koch, University of Salzburg, Austria 
Email: andreas.koch@sbg.ac.at 

Aharon Kellerman, University of Haifa, Israel 
Email: akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il 

Emmanouil Tranos, University of Birmingham, 
UK Email: e.tranos@bham.ac.uk 

Tan Yigitcanlar, Queensland University of 
Technology, Australia Email: 
tan.yigitcanlar@qut.edu.au 

Mark Wilson, Michigan State University, USA 
Email: wilsonmm@msu.edu 

Membership 

Currently, there are approximately 150 
members on the Commission mailing list. The 
locations include United States (31), France 
(13), United Kingdom (13), Germany (11), 
Australia (7), 

Japan (6), China (5), Korea (5), Sweden (5), 
Belgium (4), Finland (4), Italy (4), Canada (3), 

Greece (3), Israel (3), South Africa (2), Spain 
(2), Austria (1), Czech Republic (1), Estonia 

(1),Slovenia (1), Singapore (1), Netherlands (1), 
New Zealand (1), Poland (1) and unknown 
(18). 

2. Meetings 2016 - 2017 

With the move to annual IGU meetings the 
Commission has been able to develop sessions 
annually, but has not been able to hold 
additional meetings while an annual IGU 
conference is planned. If the schedule reverts to 
every two years we plan to hold our own 
meetings in non- IGU years. The Commission 
has been able to include dedicated sessions at 
other conferences to maintain interest and 
access to the Commission‘s core focus on 
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information society, at AAG and Regional 
Studies events during 2016 and 2017. Past and 
future meetings include: 

 2016 March – Commission organized one 
session for the AAG annual meeting in San 
Francisco 

 2016 August – Commission organized 5 
sessions, and developed two joint sessions 
for IGC in Beijing 

 2017 April – Commission supported for 
three sessions as part of the AAG annual 
meeting in Boston 

 2017 September – Commission co-
organized a full session as part of the 
Italian Geographers meeting 

 2017 October – Commission organized a 
full session as part of the Finnish 
Geographical Society Annual Meeting held 
in Turku, Finland 

Future Meetings for 2018 

Meeting plans for the future include: 

 2018 April – Commission support for two 
sessions as part of the AAG annual meeting 
in New Orleans. 

 2018 August – Commission organized/co-
organizes 4–8 sessions for the IGC 
conference to be held in Quebec August. 

3. Networking 

Collaboration occurs with scholarly groups and 
with two journals. Details include: 

 IGU collaboration has been with a number 
of Commissions including the 
Commissions on Cultural Approach in 
Geography, Tourism, Leisure, and Global 
Change, Urban Geography, and the 
Mediterranean Basin. 

 NETCOM is the official Journal of the IGU 
Commission on the Geography of Global 
Information Society, and is published under 

the auspices of the Study Group MTE 
(CNRS) and Université of Montpellier III, 
the International Geographical Union, and 
the French National Committee on 
Geography. NETCOM takes an 
interdisciplinary perspective on networks, 
communications, and space. 

 Journal of Urban Technology, which has 
commission members on its editorial board 
and publishes articles, and when possible, 
special issues drawn from Commission, 
AAG and IGU conference sessions. 

4. Publications 

Information is disseminated regularly to 
Commission members via e-mail, including 
updates on Commission activities, meetings and 
publications of interests, and requests for 
information for scholars studying information 
society. The Commission also uses its websites to 
inform members of activities. The Commission 
website is www.igu-informationsociety.org, and 
the meeting website for special events is 
www.digitalcommunities.info 

Commission has updated its website in 2017 with 
a historical background of the 30-year evolution 
of the field (and commission itself). The website 
is also used to disseminate information regarding 
our up-coming sessions in IGU events. 

Commission members have published 
extensively in the leading journals of the field 
during 2016–2017. The members have also 
published books with leading publishers such as 
Routledge and Springer; and they work actively 
as editors, editorial board members and 
reviewers in numerous international journals. 
Commission chair is also producing a special 
(smart and intelligent cities) issue for Journal of 
Urban Technology to be published in 2018. 

5. Archival Contributions 
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C16.14 Commission on Geography of Tourism, Leisure and Global 
Change 2017 

 

MISSION 

The Commission‘s specific objective is to 
examine the geographical nature of tourism, 
leisure and global change. Tourism and leisure 
are seen as deeply geographical phenomena that 
do no happen in a socio-spatial vacuum. They 
are understood as social and cultural activities 
occurring in space and time. Therefore, tourism 
and leisure are placed within wider societal 
contexts and human mobilities at local, 
regional, national and global scales. The current 
processes of globalization or global change in 
tourism geographies affecting communities and 
environments in different places are not seen as 
one dimensional but as interactional and 
interrelated; globalisation and related mobilities 
in tourism and leisure are also mediated by 
local and regional factors creating unique 
outcomes in different places. 

The overall objectives of the Commission will 
be pursued over the life of the Commission 
through a set of research tasks that will be 
defined through discussions with members and 
modified as appropriate during the Commission 
meetings. 

1. MEMBERSHIP 

Commission Steering Committee Members 

The current Commission Steering Committee 
members are listed in below. The committee 
contains 6 women and 5 men and has 
representatives from Europe, Africa, North 
America, South America, Asia and Oceania. 
Moreover, it covers major language groups 
(English, German, Spanish, Portuguese, French, 
Polish, Chinese, Afrikaans, Swedish, Greek). 

 Professor Dieter K. Müller, Department of 
Geography and Economic History, Umeå 
University, 90187 Umeå, Sweden, 
dieter.muller@umu.se (Chair) 

 Associate Professor Velvet Nelson, 
Department of Geography and Geology, 
Sam Huston State University, P.O. Box 
2148, Huntsville, TX 77341, USA, 
vnelson@shsu.edu 

 Associate Professor Julie Wilson, Faculty 
of Economics and Business, Universitat 
Oberta de Catalunya, Spain, 
jwilson2@uoc.edu 

 Professor Theano Terkenli, Department of 
Geography, University of the Aegean, 
University Hill, Geography Building, 
Mytilene, 81 100 Lesvos, Greece, 
terkenli@aegean.gr 

 Professor Tim Coles, University of Exeter 
Business School, Rennes Drive, Exeter, 
EX4 4PU, UK, T.E.Coles@exeter.ac.uk 

 Professor Xu Honggang, School of 
Tourism and Management, Sun Yat-Sen 
University, Guangzhou, China, 
xuhongg@mail.sysu.edu.cn 

 Professor Gustav Visser, Department of 
Geography and Environmental Studies 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa, 
gevisser@sun.ac.za 

 Professor Rita de Cássia Ariza da Cruz, 
Department of Geography, University of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, ritacruz@usp.br 

 Professor Maria Gravari-Barbas, Institut de 
Recherche et d'Études Supérieures du 
Tourisme, Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne 
University, France, maria.gravari-
barbas@wanadoo.fr 

 Associate Professor Marek Wieckowski, 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of 
Geography and Spatial Organization, Warsaw, 
Poland, marekw@twarda.pan.pl 
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 Director Dr. Joseph Cheer, Monash 
University, Australia & International 
Tourism Research Unit (AITRU), 
Australia, Joseph.Cheer@monash.edu 

The commission has furthermore some 
honorary members: 

 Prof. Alan A. Lew, Department of 
Geography, Planning & Recreation, 
Northern Arizona University, USA, 
alan.lew@nau.edu 

 Prof. Sanette Ferreira Department of 
Geography and Environmental Studies, 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa, 
slaf@sun.ac.za 

 Prof. Carolin Funck, Department of 
Integrated Global Studies, Hiroshima 
University, Japan, funckc@hiroshima-
u.ac.jp 

 Prof. Jie Zhang, Department of Land 
Resource and Tourism, Nanjing University, 
China, jiezhang@nju.edu.cn 

 Prof Alison Gill, Department of 
Geography, Simon Fraser University, 
Canada, agill@sfu.ca 

Assoc. Prof. Anne-Marie d'Hauteserre, 
Department of Geography, Tourism & 
Environmental Planning, University of Waikato, 
New Zealand, adhautes@waikato.ac.nz 

 Prof. Jarkko Saarinen, Department of 
Geography, University of Oulu, Finland, 
jarkko.saarinen@oulu.fi 

Commission Members 

Since 2008 the Commission member directory 
has been based on the Commission IGUST -
listserv: http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
TourismGeography/, which substituted a 
manual listing. Unfortunately, the listserv 
information does not support country based 
member listing as it is based on members‘ 
names and email addresses only. In 2013 a 
manual inventory was made allowing to 

identify 631 individual addresses, of which 526 
could be related to 67 countries. The latest 
update was made in early 2016. Then 665 
individual members could be identified, of 
which 573 could be related to 73 countries. The 
membership table below combines this 
inventory with the previous membership 
register. 

For a compilation of data see Appendix 1 

Commission Web Page 

The Commission maintains a web page at: 
www.igutourism.org 

2. MEETINGS 

Commission Meetings IGU meetings 

Tourism Shaping Places: Mobilities and 
Tourism Destination Evolution 

18-21 October 2017 - Universitat Rovira i 
Virgili, Vila-seca Campus, Spain 

This year‘s main commission event was hosted 
by the Research Group on Territorial Analysis 
and Tourism Studies (GRATET) of the 
Department of Geography, Faculty of Tourism 
and Geography, Universitat Rovira i Virgili 
supported by the MOVETUR project 
(CSO2011-23004/GEOG), the URV Science 
and Technology Park for Tourism and Leisure 
of Catalonia (PCT) and the Universitat Oberta 
de Catalunya (UOC) represented by Prof. 
Salvador Anton-Clavé, Antonio Paolo Russo 
and commission member Julie Wilson, 
respectively. 

This workshop in Catalonia, Spain, discussed 
ways in which tourism destinations can be 
transformed by the multiple mobilities inherent 
in contemporary societies, as well as 
understanding the urbanisation and other effects 
of these mobilities on the development, 
attractiveness and inter-place / urban 
competition of places at different scales. 
Keynote speakers were Kevin Hannam 
(Middlesex University Dubai), Szilvia 
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Gyimóthy (Aalborg University, Denmark) and 
Mathis Stock (University of Lausanne, 
Switzerland). Approximately 50 delegates from 
Europe including Russia and Israel, Asia, 
Oceania, Africa, and North America and Latin 
America attended the event. 

Geographies for Peace – IGU Thematic 
Conference, 

April 2017, La Paz, Bolivia, 

The IGU Commission sponsored also two 
sessions at the first IGU Thematic Conference 
on the topic of geographies for peace to be held 
in La Paz, Bolivia: 

 International Tourism and Cultural 
Diplomacy, organized by Fabio Carbone 
(Coventry University) and Gian Luigi 
Corinto (University of Macerata) 

 Mobilities and Geographies of Peace, 
organized by Edward Jackiewicz 
(California State University, Northridge) 

Sponsored meetings 

 China Tourism Geography Seminar on 
Tourism Geography Research: the past and 
future (2016) 

On December 12th, the China Tourism 
Geography Seminar (2016) was held at Sun 
Yat- sen University. This seminar was 
sponsored by Tourism Geography Commission 
of China, hosted by Center for Tourism 
Planning and Research, SYSU and School of 
Tourism Management, SYSU. More than 20 
people attended the seminar. 

 AAG Boston, April, 5th – 9th 2017 

Even in 2017 the IGU Commission continued 
their cooperation with the AAG and their 
Specialty Group on Recreation, Tourism and 
Sports currently led by Dr Patrick Brouder 
(Brock University). In Boston commission 
members and researchers with interest in the 
commission offered sessions on the following 
topics: 

o Lifestyle Mobilities and Local 
Communities (Xu Honggang & Kou 
Lirong) 

o Tourism and the Politics of Wilderness 
Management and Governance (Jarkko 
Saarinen, Elizabeth Vidon, & C. Michael 
Hall) 

o Transnational Cultural and Natural 
Heritage in Asia: Contours of Boundary- 
Transgressing Memoryscapes (Rudi 
Hartmann, & Dietrich Soyez) 

o Using qualitative methodology in tourism 
research (Anne-Marie d‘Hauteserre) 

o What tourism development for developing 
areas/regions/ countries (Anne-Marie 
d‘Hauteserre) 

 6th Nordic Geographers Meeting, 
Stockholm, June 18th–21st 2017. 

The IGU Commission offered the following 
sessions organized by commission members: 

o Critical geographies of tourism 
development in the Nordic peripheries 
(Gunnar Thór Jóhannesson, Edward H. 
Huijbens, Dieter K. Müller & Jarkko 
Saarinen) 

o The Inequalities of Tourism: The Unequal 
Distribution of the Costs and Benefits of 
Tourism and Mobility Capital in the 
Twenty-Frist Century (C. Michael Hall & 
Jarkko Saarinen) 

 Annual Meetings of the Canadian 
Association of Geographers in Toronto, 
May 29th – June, 2nd 

The commission is offering a session on 
Integrated approaches to tourism and regional 
development at the 2017. The session is co-
organized by the IGU Commission represented 
by Dieter Müller (Umeå University) and the 
Tourism and Recreation Study Group and the 
Economic Geography Study Group of the 
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Canadian Association of Geographers 
represented by Patrick Brouder (Brock 
University). 

 11th International Symposium on 
Tourism Frontiers Co-organized by 
Chinese tourism geography commission, 
19-21 May, 2017. Capital Normal 
University, Beijing  

With the development of economic 
globalization, regional integration and 
internationalization of tourism, tourism 
development plays an important role in the 
national strategy, especially in the regional 
development strategy. The objectives of this 
conference were to provide a platform for 
researchers to share, exchange and debate ideas 
and knowledge. 

 EUGEO-conference in Brussels, 
September 4th-6th, 2017. 

Even here the commission offered a session on 
Integrated approaches to tourism and regional 
development. This is the same topic as in 
Canada aiming at comparative perspectives and 
input into the scientific debate. The session was 
organized by Dieter Müller (Umeå University) 
and honorary commission member Carolin 
Funck (University of Hiroshima). 

 Institute of Australian Geographers 
Conference, 11-14 July 2017 in Brisbane, 
Australia. 

Commission members Joseph M. Cheer 
(Monash University) and Alan A. Lew 
(Northern Arizona University) organized a 
panel session titled Revisiting, Reframing and 
Reaffirming Tourism Geographies: Critical 
Post-Disciplinarity Perspectives departing from 
the notion that the scholarly credentials of 
tourism as a bona fide discipline and one that 
makes a meaningful contribution to mainstay 
disciplinary discussions has been thoroughly 
cross- examined. 

Brief Summary 

An important point of departure for the work 
plan is that tourism is inherently a geographical 
phenomenon with social, cultural, economic, 
political, and environmental significance. 
Tourism creates links between people and 
places, and connects different cultures and 
environments. Moreover, tourism is a major 
force for global change. It creates geographical 
imaginations, human mobilities and flows of 
culture, ideas, values, commodities, and 
capitals, and influences society far beyond the 
immediate tourism industry. At the same time 
tourism is embedded in other global processes 
creating constraints and opportunities for its 
development. Furthermore tourism is an 
important cause for global environmental 
change. 

In a geographical tradition the commission 
addresses these issues with an integrated 
approach acknowledging the interrelationship 
of tourism to wider processes within society 
and environment. This is done at local, 
regional, national, and global scales 
demonstrating links between these scales as 
well as outcomes of global change for 
individuals, communities, and societies. 
Current processes of global change in tourism 
geographies affecting communities and 
environments in different places are also 
mediated by local and regional factors. This 
creates unique geographical outcomes and 
contributes to the transformation of place. The 
commission applies a truly global perspective 
highlighting development in different parts of 
the world and through that acknowledging 
tourism as a formative cause for societal and 
environmental change in an increasingly 
interconnected world. 

These ambitions can be summarized in a 
number of objectives to be addressed in the 
period until the next IGC in 2020. In 
accordance a set of research 'tasks' have been 
defined as result of the outcomes of previous 
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conferences; 

Task 1: Interpreting the role of tourism and 
leisure as an agent of and tool for regional 
change and community development in rural 
and urban environments, not least as response 
to global change 

Task 2: Examination of the tourism – physical 
environment nexus, and particularly tourism‘s 
interrelationship with global climate change 

Task 3: Examination of the interrelationship of 
tourism, peace, violence, ideology, and political 
change 

Task 4: Understanding tourism‘s and leisure‘s 
role for sense of place, identity, culture, 
citizenship, and global awareness 

Task 5: Bridging the gap between tourism 
geography and other geographies 

Task 6: Contributing to relevant international 
research programmes such as the IYGU 
associated with the aims and objectives of the 
commission 

These tasks are discussed and examined during 
the whole Commission time span. The table 
below outlines the comparative international 
studies that have been undertaken through the 
various meeting activities outlined above in 
relation to the goals and objectives of the 
Commission. The table indicates the extent to 
which the Commission has embraced particular 
tasks (T1–T6) through its various meetings as 
well as ensuring that specific research outputs 
such as proceedings and other publications have 
been tied to the Commission's objectives and 
goals. 

Major Meetings 2017–2020 

 AAG Vila- 
seca 

          

 2017 2017           
T1             
T2             

T3             
T4             
T5             
T6             
 

Commission Meetings 2018 

The Commission plans to organize, sponsor or 
co-sponsor the flowing meetings during 2016; 

 Sessions at the AAG Annual Meeting 2018, 
New Orleans, April 10-14, 2018 

 Tourism Geographies. Pre IGU-regional 
conference meeting, 2-5 August 2018, 
Saint-Joseph-de-la-Rive, Charlevoix, 
Quebec, Canada 

 12 sessions at the 2018 IGU Regional 
Conference and Annual Meeting of the 
CAG, 6-10 August, Quebec City, Canada 

 Tourism Sessions at the The 5th Global 
Conference on Economic Geography, 
Cologne, Germany, 24-28 July 2018 

 Critical Tourism Studies - Asia Pacific 
Conference Recentering Critical Tourism 
Studies, March 4-6, 2018, Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia 

3. NETWORKING AND COMMUNICATION 

Collaboration with other IGU Commissions 

During 2017 the Commission had no organized 
activities with other commissions. 

Collaboration with other organizations 

The Commission co-organized meetings or 
sponsored sessions in cooperation with the 
following organizations: 

 AAG 

 Nordic Geographers 

 Tourism Geography Commission of China 

 EUGEO 
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 CAG 

 Institute of Australian Geographers 

4. PUBLICATIONS 

Regular Publications 

The Commission is involved in the production 
of four regular publications. 

a) Tourism Geographies: The scientific 
journal Tourism Geographies was developed 
based on the IGU commission collaboration 
and the commission has a representative 
position in the editorial board. Former 
commission vice chair Alan A. Lew is editor in 
chief. A position as consulting editor is 
reserved for the chair of the commission. 
Furthermore several commission members are 
resource editors for Tourism Geographies. 

b) Geographies of Tourism and Global 
Change: In 2016 several former commission 
members launched a new book series titled 
―Geographies of Tourism and Global Change” 
with Springer edited by commission chair 
Dieter K. Müller (Umeå University), former 
commission chair Jarkko Saarinen (University 
of Oulu) and former commission member 
Carolin Funck (University of Hiroshima). The 
series is published in cooperation with the IGU 
Commission of Tourism, Leisure and Global 
Change and additional members of the 
commission are represented on the advisory 
board of the book series. 

A first volume has been published in 2017 
reporting results of the IGU Commission 
meeting in Poland 2014: 

c) Commission Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Change Newsletter: The 
commission newsletter has been published 
online since 2012 with two issues annually. It is 
also send to all corresponding commission 
members. 

Ad hoc Publications 

Besides these regular publications of the 

commission a number of ad-hoc publications 
have been outcome of the events organized by 
the commission: 

Commission Pre-Conference Meeting, Tourism 
and Transitions in a Time of Change, 13-17 
August 2014, Kraków / Pieniny Mts,, Poland is 
documented in: 

Müller D.K. & Więckowski M. (eds.) (2018). 
Tourism in Transitions: Recovering Decline, 
Managing Change. Cham: Springer. 
doi:10.1007/978-3-319-64325-0 

5. ARCHIVAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Commission‘s newsletters are to be 
forwarded to the IGU-archives. 
Umeå, Sweden, 1 December 2017 
Professor Dieter K, Müller 
Department of Geography and Economic 
History Umeå University 
90187 Umeå Sweden 
Tel. +46 90 786 63 66 
E-mail: dieter.muller@umu.se 
Web: www.geoekhist.umu.se/om-institutionen/ 
personal/dieter-muller/ 
Appendix 1 

Number of Corresponding Members in 1997, 
1999, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2013 and 2015: 

 1997 1999 2004 2005 2007 2013 2015 

Argentina 2 3 8 9 10 6 6 
Australia 10 22 31 33 34 33 35 
Austria 8 7 7 7 7 8 9 

Azerbaijan ‐ ‐ 1 1 1 ‐ ‐ 
Banglades

h 1 1 2 2 2 1 1 

Barbados ‐ ‐ 2 2 2 1 1 
Belgium 5 6 8 8 8 3 4 
Bolivia ‐ ‐ ‐ 1 1 1 1 

Botswana - - - - 1 - - 
Brazil 1 1 6 6 8 7 8 

Bulgaria 2 2 2 2 2 - - 
Cambodia - - - 1 1 - - 
Cameroon - ‐ - 1 1 - - 

Canada 36 37 42 46 57 27 31 
China - 3 8 10 14 17 17 

Costa Rica - 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Croatia 1 1 2 3 3 2 1 
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Cuba --‐ 1 1 1 1 --‐ 1 
Cyprus --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 --‐ --‐ 
Czechia 3 3 5 6 6 2 4 
Denmark --‐ 1 1 1 2 2 2 
Ecuador --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 
Egypt --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 --‐ --‐ 

Finland 2 4 6 6 6 9 11 
France 23 25 33 33 33 17 19 

Germany 27 25 30 32 32 23 23 
Ghana --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 2 2 
Greece 1 1 2 3 3 3 4 

Guatemala --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 --‐ --‐ 
Guyana --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 --‐ --‐ 

Honduras --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 --‐ --‐ 
Hong 

Kong SAR --‐ 1 3 3 5 --‐* -
-‐* 

Hungary 4 4 3 3 3 3 5 
Iceland 1 2 3 3 3 4 4 
India 1 4 9 12 13 21 25 

Indonesia --‐ --‐ 3 3 3 3 3 
Iran --‐ --‐ 3 2 2 2 3 

Ireland 5 3 5 5 6 5 4 
Israel 2 3 5 7 7 6 5 
Italy 6 8 11 13 14 22 25 
Japan 2 2 5 5 5 10 11 
Jordan --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 1 1 

Kazachsta
n --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 --‐ 1 

Kenya --‐ --‐ --‐ 4 4 --‐ --‐ 
Korea 

(South) 2 3 3 3 3 5 6 

Laos --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 
Latvia --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 

Lithuania --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 --‐ --‐ 
Luxembou

rg --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 --‐ --‐ 

Malaysia --‐ --‐ 3 3 3 3 3 
Maldives --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 1 1 

Martinique --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 --‐ --‐ 
Mexico 2 2 5 5 5 7 8 

Montenegr
o --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 

Morocco 1 1 4 4 4 --‐ --‐ 
Namibia --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 2 2 

Nepal --‐ 6 7 7 8 3 4 
Netherland

s 5 6 7 7 7 5 3 

Netherland
s Ant. --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 

New 
Zealand 3 9 18 21 21 23 23 

Nicaragua --‐ --‐ 2 2 2 --‐ --‐ 
Nigeria 1 1 3 3 3 --‐ --‐ 
Norway 4 4 6 6 6 3 4 
Pakistan --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 

Papua 
New 

Guinea 
--‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 1 

Peru --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 2 2 
Philippines --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 

Poland 6 6 6 6 6 3 7 
Portugal 2 4 11 13 13 15 20 
Puerto 
Rico --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 

Romania --‐ --‐ --‐ 4 4 7 9 
Russia 2 2 2 2 2 --‐ 1 
Samoa 1 1 1 1 1 --‐ --‐ 
Saudi 
Arabia --‐ --‐ --‐ 3 3 2 2 

Serbia --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 2 2 
Singapore 1 5 6 7 7 5 5 
Slovenia 2 2 3 4 4 2 2 

South 
Africa 5 7 13 14 16 13 19 

Spain 4 8 14 16 16 12 12 
Suriname --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 --‐ --‐ 
Sweden 6 7 14 14 15 16 14 

Switzerlan
d 4 5 7 7 7 6 5 

Taiwan 
ROC --‐ 1 1 1 1 5 4 

Tanzania --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 3 3 
Thailand --‐ 2 4 4 4 2 2 
Trinidad --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 --‐ --‐ 
Turkey 2 2 7 9 11 6 7 
Uganda --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 1 1 
Ukraine --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ --‐ 2 2 
United 

Arab Em. --‐ --‐ 1 1 1 1 1 

United 
Kingdom 11 11 39 47 50 50 51 

United 
States 37 41 75 84 89 69 70 

Vietnam - - 1 2 3 - 1 
Yemen - - - - 1 - - 

Zimbabwe 1 1 1 1 1 - - 
Unknown - - - - - 106 92 

Total: 246 30
8 525 604 637 631 66

5 

*Since 2013 Hong Kong and Macao are included in 
China. 
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C16.15 Commission on Geoheritage 2017 

 

Since 2000, geographers and geologists have 
met on several occasions to discuss the 
pertinence of an interdisciplinary perspective on 
Geoparks, linking geo-conservation with 
endogenous local development. The latter has 
been one of the topics seriously undertaken by 
geographers during the last decades. The 
geographical perspective on Geoparks includes 
integrating landscape as its main concept; 
requires a holistic approach and trans-
disciplinary research to promote multicultural 
participatory bridges, and links local knowledge 
and practice into the research-development 
agenda. It encourages solid scientific inter-
union linkages and focuses on establishing 
Geoparks in the world. It also promotes the 
research relations in the world and the 
exchanges in developing countries and 
developed countries. 

At the year of 2004, the IGU Executive 
Committee decided to launch the Geoparks task 
force on 30th IGC, an initiative that could bring 
a geographical perspective to a developed 
UNESCO program for the management and 
protection of the natural and cultural heritage. 
In 2008, the IGU Executive Committee decided 
to change the Geopark Task Force into 
Commission on Geoparks on 31st IGC. In 
2012, new commission was set up and included 
new international 

members. In 2015, Commission was approved 
to change the name to Commission on 
Geoheritage. In 2016, the commission 

 MEMBERSHIP 

The Steering Committee of Commission on 
Geoheritage (2016-20200 is different with the 
committee of IGU-COG(2012- 2016), and now 
it insists of 13 members from 10 countries, and 
they are as following. 

 

Dr.Wei,Dongying China Weidy@bnu.edu.cn 

José Luis Palacio 
Prieto 

Mexico palacio@servidor.unam.mx 

Yves Girault France girault@mnhn.fr 

Prof. Lloyd 
Richardson(Treasurer) 

USA drloyd@sbcglobal.net 

Dr.Thandi Nzama South 
Africa 

atnzama@pan.uzulu.ac.za 

Prof. Dr.James Wilson USA wilsonjh@msx.umsl.edu 

Prof.Wolfgang Eder Germany w.eder-geo@hotmail.de 

Prof.Nickolas Zouros Greece nzour@aegean.gr 

Prof. Wang 
Min(Secretary) 

China wangmin@bnu.edu.cn 

Prof. Theresa Coble USA tcoble@umsl.edu 

Prof. Peter Bobrowsky Canada pbobrows@nrcan.gc.ca 

Dr.Aleń Smrekar Slovenia ales.smrekar@zrc-sazu.si 

Dr.Subhash Anand India sanandpv@yahoo.co.in 

Dr.Daichi Kohmoto Japan daichizu@gmail.com 

2016-2020 Executive Members of Commission on 
Geoheritage 
Chair 
Dr.Wei,Dongying 

 

Beijing Normal University 
College of Geography 
No.19 Xinjiekouwai 
Street,Haidian 
District,Beijing, 
China,100875 
Tel: +86 10 58807455-1631 
Fax: +86 10 58836093 
E-mail:weidy@bnu.edu.cn;; 
donawei@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 
Prof.Lloyd  Richardson 
College of Education 
University of Missouri-
St.Louis 
311 Marrilac Hall, One 
University 
Blvd.St.Louis,MO,63121 
United States Tel:314 516 
5095 
Fax:314 516 5742 
lloyd_richardson@umsl.edu 

Executive Secretary 
Prof.Wang Min College of 
Geography 
Beijing Normal University 
No.19 Xinjiekouwai 
Street,Haidian District,Beijing, 
China,100875 
Tel: +86 10 58807455-1631 
Fax: +86 10 58836093 
E-mail:wangmin@bnu.edu.cn 
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Prof. José Luis Palacio-
Prieto National University 
of Mexico Ciudad 
Universitaria 
Mexico DF 4510, Mexico 
Tel: +52 5 623 
0230 
Fax: +52 5 16 01 55 
E-mail: 
palacio@servidor.unam.mx 

Prof. James H.Wilson 
221 J. C. Penney Building 
University of Missouri-St. Louis 
One University Boulevard,St. 
Louis , MO 63121,USA Tel: +1 
314-516-5973 
Fax: +1 314-516-6414 
E-mail: wilsonjh@umsl.edu 

Dr Thandi Nzama 
Centre for Recreation and 
Tourism University of 
Zululand 
Private Bag X1001, KWA 
DLANGEZWA, 3886 
SOUTH AFRICA Emal: 
atnzama@pan.uzulu.ac.za 

Prof.Nickolas Zouros 
Applied Geomorphology and 
Environmental Geology Lab. 
Department of 
Geography,University of the 
Aegean Add:,University 
Hill,Mytilene GR-81100 
HELLAS (GREECE) Tel. - 
Fax: +30-22510-36431 Mobile : 
+30 - 6973692079  
e-mail : nzour@aegean.gr 

Prof.Wolfgang Eder 
Past UNESCO Director 
"Earth Sciences" Member of 
UNESCO's Honorary 
Committee on Geoparks 
Dept. Earth Sciences, 
Geology, Univ. Munich, 
Luisenstrasse 37, 80333 
Muenchen, Germany Tel. 
+4989 8986 
8988 
w. eder -geo@hotmail.de 

Prof.Theresa Coble University 
of Missouri 
259 Marrilac Hall, One 
Univeristy Blvd. 
St.Louis,MO,63121,USA . 
Tel:1-314-516-5792 Fax:1314-
516- 
5742 Email: tcoble@umsl.edu 

Peter Bobrowsky 
Geological Survey of 
Canada 601 Booth Street 
Ottawa, Ontario Canada 
K1A 0E8 
Telephone: +1 (613) 947-
0333 
Fax: +1 (613) 992-0190 
Email: 
pbobrows@nrcan.gc.ca 

 
Dr. Ales Smrekar
 Senior Research 
Fellow,Anton Melik 
Geographical Institute, Research 
Centre of the 
Slovenian,Academy of Sciences 
and Arts, Slovenia Tel: +386 1 
200 27 27 
Email:ales.smrekar@zrc-sazu.si 

Dr. Subhash Anand 
Associate Professor 
Department of Geography 
Swami Shraddhanand 
College University of Delhi 
Alipur, Delhi - 110036, 
INDIA Mobile - +91-
9213519408 
e-mail: 
sanandpv@yahoo.co.in 

 
Dr. Daichi Kohmoto 
Associate Professor,School of 
Tourism, Kobe Shukugawa 
Gakuin University,Japan 
E-mail: daichizu@gmail.com 
Website: http://daichi.tk/ 

 

 MEETINGS 

The Commission has had active work and 
organized some meetings and conferences; the 
report summarizes the international meetings 
held in 2017. 

 EC member meeting 

On March 22th,2017, the commission members, 
Dr.Dongying wei, and Dr.Theresa Coble and 
Dr. Yves Girault had EC meeting in Beijing 
and discussed about the publication of the 
International Journal of Geoheritage and the 
editing issues. 

 EC member meeting 

From May 30th to June 12th, Dr.wei visited 
Grand Canyon National Park in Ariozana and 
National park service in Washington 

D.C and meet with the staff of NPS and talked 
about the cooperation between NPS and IGU-
COG. Dr.wei also met with Dr.Carole Murphy 
in Indianapolis and talked about the editing 
issues of the journal . 

 NETWORKING 

IGU-COG cooperated with UNESCO, IUCN 
etc. international organizations about geopark 
programs and also with some national 
government, like China Ministry of Land and 
Resources and Ministry of Housing and Rural 
and Urban Development, China Ministry of 
Environment Protection etc. to promote the 
education and protection of the geoparks. IGU-
COG also cooperated with many local 
governments to promote the development of 
geoparks, like Xiuwu county in Henan 
Province, Shangrao City in Jiangxi Province, 
Taining county in Fujian province etc. 

IGU-COG cooperated with Commission on 
Geography Education and Land Use and 
Coverage Commission in the past four years. 
IGU-CoG invited the members of Commission 
on Geography Education to attend the geopark 
meetings and conferences and discussed how to 
integrated Geography education in Geoparks. 
IGU-COG also has cooperated with LUCC on 
Environmental Map contest since 2004. IGU-
COG encourages the middle school and high 
school students in China to participate in the 
environmental map contest organized by LUCC 
and gave some teachers training on it. 
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4. PUBLICATION 

IGU-COG‘s website is www.igu-cog.org. 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
GEOHERITAG 

The first issue of International Journal of 
Geoheritage was published in June,2013 and 
the second issue was published in May,2014, 
the third issue and the fourth issue was 
published in June and December,2015, the 

The International Journal of Geoheritage is a, 
referred, multidisciplinary, international journal 
concerned with the management, policies, 
education, tourism, interpretation, economics, 
protection and sustainable development of 
global geoheritage. Here, geoheritage includes 
geoparks, national parks, protected areas, 
World Heritage sites, and other globally 
significant sites recognized for their geologic 
and geographical value. Covering methods and 
practice of geoheritage studies, the journal 
explores the ways of conservation and 
sustainable development of geoheritage. The 
journal seeks to promote divergent and 
pluralistic visions, ideas and opinions about 
geoheritage. 
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José Luis Palacio 
National Autonomous University of Mexico, 
Mexico 

James N. Levitt 
Harvard Forest, Harvard University,USA 

Nickolas Zouros 
University of the Aegean,Greece 

Ted Cable 
University of Missouri- Kansas, USA 
Peter BobrowskyGeological Survey of 
Canada,Canada Carole Murphy 
University of Missouri-St. Louis,St.Louis, USA 
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AIMS & SCOPE 

International Journal of Geoheritage 
publishes original geoheritage-oriented papers 
addressing a broad range of fields including 
management, planning, policies, education, 
tourism, interpretation, economics, protection 
and sustainable development of global 
geoheritage. The papers, ideally, will be based 
on both conceptual and empirical studies and 
will be primarily geoheritage-focused. Our goal 
is to explore the ways of the conservation and 
sustainable development of geoheritage and 
promote divergent and pluralistic visions, ideas 
and opinions about the geoheritage. 

This is a largely social-sciences-focused 
journal. The methods and practice of 
geoheritage, including geoparks, national parks, 
protected areas, World Heritage sites, and other 
globally significant sites recognized for their 
geologic and geographical values, will be 
included. Natural and physical scientists writing 
for a social science audience are also welcome 
contributors. To the extent possible, we will try 
to make the journal cross-disciplinary and 
transnational in scope. 
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We are inviting original papers in management, 
planning, policies, education, tourism, 
interpretation, economics, protection and 
sustainable development of global geoheritage, 
both conceptual/theoretical papers and case studies. 

All articles that will be published in this journal 
will be taken rigorous peer view, based on 
initial editor screening and anonymous 
refereeing by independent expert referees. 

PREPARING AND SUBMITTING YOUR 
MANUSCRIPT 

Before preparing your submission, please visit 
the International Journal of Geoheritage 
homepage at www.igu-cog.org for full 
instructions for authors. 

Papers for consideration should be submitted to 
the Editor. Authors are encouraged to submit 
manuscripts electronically. Electronic 
submissions should be sent as email 
attachments using a standard program such as 
MSWORD. If email submission is not possible, 
please send an electronic version on disc or 
CD-ROM along with three paper copies, 
together with one set of high quality figures for 
reproduction, to the address below. 

Editorial Office: 

School of Geography, Beijing Normal 
University, 

No.19 Xinjiekouwai Street, Haidian District, 
Beijing, China, 100875 E-mail: 
igu.cog@gmail.com 

Please make sure that your contact details are 
clearly visible on the outside of all packages 
you send to the Editor Office. Submitted 
manuscripts are subject to peer view at the 
discretion of the Editor Office. In order to 
maintain anonymity during any refereeing 
process, authors are requested to refrain from, 
or keep to a minimum, self-referencing. 

There are no page charges in International 
Journal of Geoheritage. 

5. ARCHIVAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

International Journal of Geoheritage is available 
on http://igu-cog.org/journal.html. 

6. CONTINUATION 

 Name of the commission: Commission on 
Geoheritage. 

 IGU-COG‘s mission: To promote the 
development of Geoheritage from the  

Geographical perspectives, and its detailed 
objectives are as following. 

(1) Communicate the role of Geoheritage as 
tools of education, recreation and nature 
conservation; 

(2) Further develop the concept of 
sustainability as applied to Geoheritage; 

(3) Communicate the importance of 
understanding a broad range of processes 
that affect the sustainable development of 
Geoheritage, including the natural 
environment, political, and socio-economic 
processes; 

(4) Communicate the results of the research by 
members of the Commission to various 
academic, industry and policy arenas in 
order to influence policy in an effective and 
appropriate manner. 

 WORK PLAN FOR 2018-2019 

Commission (2015–2016) will continue to 
focus on the development of comparative 
studies on Geoheritage, tourism and 
corresponding social, economic, environmental 
and political change and will concentrate on the 
communication and transfer of research results 
in policy relevant terms to policy makers and 
industry as well as continuing the scientific 
publishing programme of the Commission. The 
Commission therefore seeks to continue its 
activities for the next four years as outlined in 
relation to its existing objectives. The planned 
activities are as the following. 

All executive members are encouraged to 
participate in IGC in Quebec, 2018. 

Dongying Wei Chair, 2012-2016 Commission 
on Geoheritage, January 20th, 2018.
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C16.16 Commission on Geomorphology and Society 2017 
 

1. The mission of the commission 

The aim of the Commission shallbe to 
contribute to strengthening collaborative work 
among scientific geomorphology networks to 
advance knowledge and to fostering capacity 
building for young researchers. Particularly, the 
Commission will be focused on developing 
applied geomorphology for the benefit of 
society. 

1) To promote international collaboration in 
geomorphology within the IGU 
community. 

2) To strengthen scientific cooperation with 
the International Association of 
Geomorphologists (IAG) and other 
international bodies related to the 
geomorphology field. 

3) To support applied geomorphology 
research for building gateways with policy 
makers and societal engagement. 

4) To stimulate the interaction among young 
scientist and the consolidation of leading 
working teams in different aspects of 
geomorphology. 

5) To strengthen the scientific discussion 
between the numerical, experimental and 
field observation geomorphologists. 

6) To foster the exchange of information and 
the dissemination of geomorphology. 

7) Holding special sessions of the 
Commission within the IGU Congress and 
Conferences, as well as in other academic 
forums. 

2. Commission Membership 

Chair: Jiun-Chuan Lin, Taiwan jclin@ntu.edu.tw 

Vice Chair: Irasema Alcántara-Ayala, Mexico 
irasema@igg.unam.mx Jonathan French, UK 
j.french@ucl.ac.uk 
Beate M.W. Ratter, Germany 
ratter@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de Yuichi S. 
Hayakawa, Japan hayakawa@csis.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
Werner Nel, South Africa WNel@ufh.ac.za 
Joy Obando, Kenya obando.joy@ku.ac.ke 
Margreth Keiler, Swiss margreth.keiler 
@giub.unibe.ch 
Herve Regnauld, France herve.regnauld@ 
uhb.fr 

Chuan Tang, China tangc707@gmail.com 
Emmanuel Reynard, Swiss Emmanuel. 
Reynard@unil.ch Paul D. Sumner , South 
Africa paul.sumner@up.ac.za Secretary: Su-
Min Shen, Taiwan shensumin@gmail.com 

Chair: Prof. Jiun-Chuan Lin 
Department of Geography National Taiwan 
University Professor 
No. 1 Sec. 4 Roosevelt Rd. Taipei, Taiwan 
Vox: 886-2-3366-5831, 886-2-33665821 
E-mail: jclin@ntu.edu.tw URL: 
http://www.geog.ntu.edu.tw/index.php?option=
com_content&view=article&id=553& 
Itemid=120&lang=en 
Research interests: environmental monitoring, 
mass wasting, watershed erosion, and disasters 

Vice-Chair: Prof. Irasema Alcántara-Ayala 
Institute of Geography 
National Autonomous University of Mexico 
(UNAM) 
Professor 
Circuito Exterior, Ciudad Universitaria 04510, 
Coyoacán, México, D.F. México City, Mexico 
Vox: +52 55 56224335 ext. 45466 
E-mail: irasema@igg.unam.mx URL:http:/ 
/www.igeograf.unam.mx/sigg/investigacion/ge
o_fis/personal.php?cual_per sonal=14 

Research interests: mass movement processes, 
vulnerability, and integrated disaster risk 
management. 
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Prof. Jonathan French 
Coastal and Estuarine Research Unit, 
University College London Professor 
UCL Department of Geography Pearson 
Building Gower Street London WC1E 6BT 
Email: j.french@ucl.ac.uk 
URL:http://www.geog.ucl.ac.uk/about-the-
department/people/academic-staff/jon-fren ch 
Tel: +44 (0) 20 7679 0500 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7679 0565 

Prof. Beate M.W. Ratter 
Institut of Geography University Hamburg 
Professor Bundesstrasse 55 
20146 Hamburg, Germany 

Email address: ratter@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de 
URL:http://www.geo.uni-
hamburg.de/en/geographie/mitarbeiterverzeichn
is/ratter.htm l 
Tel: +49 40 42838-5225 
Fax: +49 40 42838-4981 

Prof. Yuichi S. Hayakawa 
Center for Spatial Information Science, The 
University of Tokyo Associate Professor 
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa, Chiba 277-8568, 
JAPAN 
Vox: +81-4-71364306 
Research interests: fluvial geomorphology, 
geospatial information sciences, and 
geoarchaeology 
E-mail: hayakawa@csis.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
URL: http://www.csis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~hayakawa/ 

Prof. Joy Obando 
Department of Geography, Kenyatta University 
Capacity Building for Integrated Watershed 
Management in Eastern Africa (IWMNET), 
Kenya 
Associate Professor, Director of Financial Aid 
Office 
P. O. Box 43844-00100, Nairobi, Kenya Vox: 
+254 722 966 134 
E-mail: obando.joy@ku.ac.ke , obandojoy@ 
yahoo.com 
URL:http://www.ku.ac.ke/schools/humanities/facu
lty/faculty-profiles?id=227 Research interests: soil 
erosion, land use changes, and integrated 

watershed management 

Prof. Werner Nel 
Department of Geography and Environmental 
Science University of Fort Hare 
Associate Professor 
Alice, 5700 South Africa 
Telephone+27406022146/+27437047398 
E-mail: WNel@ufh.ac.za URL: - 
Research interests: mountain and polar 
geomorphology, climate/surface process 
interaction, and climate change 

Prof. Margreth Keiler 
Institute of Geography, University of Bern 
Associate Professor 
Hallerstrasse 12, 3012 Bern, Switzerland 
Telephone: +41(0)31 631 3277 
E-mail: margreth.keiler@giub.unibe.ch URL: 
http://www.geography.unibe.ch/content/forschu
ngsgruppen/angewandte_geomorphologie/grup
penportrait/margreth/index_eng.html 
Research interests: mass movements, sediment 
flux, complex systems, human-environment 
interactions, natural hazards and risk 
http://www.geography.unibe.ch/content/forschu
ngsgruppen/angewandte_geomorphologie/ww 
wsgmg2015ch/index_eng.html 

Prof. Herve Regnauld 
Université of Rennes , France Dpt. Geography, 
Rennes 2 Suite 211 A 02 99 14 18 40 
E-mail: herve.regnauld@uhb.fr 

Prof. Chuan Tang 
State Key Laboratory of Geo-hazard Prevention 
and Geo-environment Protection, Chengdu 
University of Technology, China 
Address: Cheng Du City of Si-Chuan Province 
Zip code: 610059 
Tel: (+86)028-84073193 
E-mail: tangc707@gmail.com 

Prof. Emmanuel Reynard 

Institute of Geography and Sustainability, 
University of Lausanne Bâtiment Anthropole, 
CH–1015 Lausanne, Switzerland 
Tel +41 21 692 30 65 
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Mobile +41 79 331 72 44 
Website: http://mesoscaphe.unil.ch/reynard/ 
E-mail:Emmanuel.Reynard@unil.ch 

Professor Paul D. Sumner 
Professor and Head of Department 
Department of Geography, Geoinformatics and 
Meteorology University of Pretoria 
Geomorphologist (soil erosion, rock 
weathering, and mountain environments) 
Tel:+27 12 420 3536 
paul.sumner@up.ac.za www.up.ac.za 

The activities of IGU commission on 
―Geomorphology & Society‖ 

In 2017, the commission organized several 
conference and work with other program on as 
promotional program. The main conferences 
and results can be explained as below: 

The Sustainable Development Workshop of 
the South-East Asia May 13-17, 2017 Taipei, 
Taiwan 

Workshop for sustainable development goals 

This workshop is mainly for south-east Asia 
country people to participate. People from 
Philippines, Vietnam and Indonesia joined this 
workshop. 

Participants discussed issues related to 
sustainable development and agreed to 
organized a network for future cooperation. 

 The Commission together with Global Change 
Research Center (GCRC) of National Taiwan 
University hosts an international workshop for 
sustainable environment. The themes of this 
workshop focus on environmental hazards, 
Island, coastal and global changing issues. This 
workshop is also part of the Future Earth Coasts 
and International Geographical Union, 
Commission of Geomorphology & Society 
program. 

This workshop have three days‘ lectures in 
different themes and field excursion to 

Matsu Geopark to demonstrate those issues 

mentioned during lectures. 

The delegates were covered the costs in Taiwan 
including five nights‘ local accommodation. 
The schedule of the workshop was as below: 

Schedule 

13 May Arrive in Taiwan 

14 May Welcome party in the evening 

15 May Fly to Matsu Geopark. Each 
participants should find in the 
afternoon. 

16 May Field excursion to Nangan, Matsu 
Geopark, Lectures on islands, coastal 
issues in the afternoon 

17 May Field excursion: Matsu Geopark and 
management of small islands 18 
MayFinish and back home 

The 14th East Eurasia International 
Workshop: Present Earth Surface Processes 
and Long-term Environmental Changes in 
East Eurasia, September 9-21, 2017 

The commission also join the 14th East Eurasia 
International workshop. The purpose of the 
Workshop is to exchange modern and historical 
environmental information in East Asia region 
for clarifying present earth surface processes 
and long-term environmental changes in East 
Eurasia for sustainable Earth and establishing 
mutual understanding on earth environment. 

This international workshop was initially held 
in Daejeon, Korea (2004), and was 
subsequently in Kanazawa, Japan (2005), 
Seoul, Korea (2006), Nanjing, China (2007), 
Hakodate, Japan (2008), Taipei, Taiwan (2009), 
Jeju Island, Korea (2010), Chengdu, China 
(2011), Kobe, Japan (2012) and Kwangju, 
Korea (2013). Nanjing, China (2014) and then 
2015 in Taipei, Taiwan 

The 14th East Eurasia International Workshop 
aims to provide a forum for accessing to the 
most up-to-date and authoritative researches 
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from Quaternary geology, sedimentology, 
geography, geomorphology and environmental 
sciences. 

Main topics: 

1. Present lake-catchment processes: 
Observation and measurement 

2. Present environmental processes and 
natural hazards 

3. Lacustrine sediment chronology 

4. Ecological response to human activity and 
natural variation and their interactions 

5. Global changes and regional environmental 
change 

6. Modeling and forecasting environment 
changes 

General discussion and some topics for the 
future cooperation. 

Program: 

Sept. 14, 
Thursday 

 

 
 
 
Sept. 15, Friday 

Novosibirsk Scientific
 Center –
 AcademicCity or Akademgorodok 
Arrival to Novosibirsk, accommodation, 
registration. 16:00 – Opening ceremony 
and first day session. 
19:00 – Ice‐breaking party. 
Overnight in the Golden Valley Hotel. 

 
 
Sept. 16, 
Saturday 

8:00 ‐ Departure to the Altai, arrival to a 
hotel on the Katun' River. 
19:00 ‐ Evening session. 
Overnight in the hotel. 

 
 
Sept. 17, 
Sunday 

9:00 – En‐route observation of superflood 
landforms and outcrops along the Katun' 
and Chuyarivers. Arrival to a hotel in the 
Aktash Village on the Chuya River. 
19:00 – Scientific discussion. 
Overnight in the hotel. 

 
 
Sept. 18, 
Monday 

9:00 – En‐route observations of 
paleoglacier and paleolake landforms and 
outcrops in the Kurai and Chuya 
sedimentary basins. 
19:00 – Scientific discussion 
Overnight in the same hotel. 

 
Sept. 19, 
Tuesday 

9:00 – Moving to Chemal Village on the 
Katun' River. En‐route observation of 
mountainous landscapes, modern 
glaciers, landslides etc. 

Sept. 20, 
Wednesday 

9:00 ‐ Moving back to Novosibirsk. 
Overnight in the Golden Valley Hotel. 

Sept. 21, 
Thursday 

9:00 – Last day session and closing the 
Workshop 

 

Session at Congress of International 
Association of Geomorphologist 

Geomorphic Processes in coupled human and 
natural systems (Session of the IGU 
Commission ' Geomorphology and 
Environment') 

Ch
air 
s: 

Jorge RAMIREZ 
(Switzerland) 
(jorge.ramirez@
giub.unib e.ch) 

Michael 
MEADOWS 
(South Africa) 
(michael.meado
ws@uct.a c.za) 

Jiun 
Chuan 
LIN 
(Taiwan) 
(jclin@nt
u.edu. tw) 

 

geomorphic activity places communities at risk 
to landscape changes that include coastal 
erosion, landslides, river floods, and soil 
erosion. Regardless of our general 
understanding of geomorphic processes causing 
these landscape changes, it remains a challenge 
in geomorphology to foresee events and 
provide information and warnings to vulnerable 
communities. Failure to predict and explain 
geomorphic events is partly due to nonlinear 
behaviour inherent within geomorphic systems 
that display disproportional responses to 
perturbations. Likewise, prediction is made 
difficult by the broader social context (e.g. land 
use change, human behaviour, and population 
dynamics) in which these events occur. As 
such, particular landscape changes, both 
desirable and undesirable, may be regarded as 
emergent phenomena of large complex systems 
which are characterized by multiple domains 
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(e.g. geomorphic processes, society, climate 
and/or economic changes) and 
Two-way feedbacks between these domains. Of 
particular importance are feedbacks between 
geomorphic processes and humans, and much 
of the existing research investigating landscape 
changes continues to lack interdisciplinary 
approaches that equally consider both natural 
and social processes/feedbacks. This session 
focuses on interdisciplinary research focusing 
on landscape changes and linkages to 
communities. We welcome empirical and 
modelling studies that investigate 
anthropogenic changes to the landscape, 
mitigating impacts of climate change, 
community risk/resilience, positive/negative 
feedbacks, thresholds/tipping points, 
spatial/temporal scales, river rehabilitation, and 
land use change. 

3. Cooperative efforts with ISSC and with 
ICSU programs 

The commission worked with Future Earth 
Coasts project of the ICSU. These projects 
transformed from LOICZ into Future Earth-
Coast since 2015 and continuously work with 
the commission in Taiwan. 

4. Some publications of the commission 
members: 

1. Hayakawa, Y.S., Oguchi, C.T., Ariga, N., 
Aoki, H. (2015) Spatial distribution of 
changes in rockwall surface at Yoshimi-
Hyakuana cave, central Japan, revealed by 
repeated terrestrial laser scanning. Procedia 
Earth and Planetary Science, 15, 619–626. 
doi:10.1016/j.proeps.2015.08.114 

 1Yener, K.A., Kulakoglu, F., Yazgan, E., 
Kontani, R., Hayakawa, Y.S., Lehner, J.W., 
Dardeniz, G., Öztürk, G., Johnson, M., 
Hacar, A. (2015) The discovery of new tin 
mines and production sites near Kültepe, 
ancient Kanesh in Turkey: a third 
Millennium BC highland production 
model. Antiquity, 89 (345), 

2. Hayakawa, Y.S., Oguchi, T., Saito, H., 
Kobayashi, A., Baker, V.R., Pelletier, J.D., 
McGuire, L.A., Komatsu, G., Goto, K. 
(2015) Geomorphic imprints of repeated 
tsunami waves in a coastal valley in 
northeastern Japan. Geomorphology, 242, 
3–10. doi:10.1016/j.geomorph.2015.02.034 

3. Gomez, C., Hayakawa, Y.S., Obanawa, H. 
(2015) A study of Japanese landscapes 
using Structure from Motion derived DSMs 
and DEMs based on historical aerial 
photographs: New opportunities for 
vegetation monitoring and diachronic 
geomorphology. Geomorphology, 242, 11–
20. doi:10.1016/j.geomorph.2015.02.021 

4. Dou, J., Paudel, U., Oguchi, T., Uchiyama, 
S., Hayakawa, Y.S. (2015) Shallow and 
deep-seated landslide differentiation using 
Support Vector Machines: A case study of 
the Chuetsu area, Japan. Terrestrial, 
Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, 26 (2-
II), 227-239. doi:10.3319/TAO.2014. 
12.02.07(EOSI) 

5. Hayakawa, Y.S., Oguchi, T., Saito, H., 
Kobayashi, A., Komatsu, G., Goto, K. 
(2015) Characteristics of erosional 
morphology by tsunami waves along the 
Sanriku Coast, northeastern Japan: 
Analysis using terrestrial laser scanning. 
Journal of Geography (Chigaku Zasshi), 
124 (2), 241-258. 
doi:10.5026/jgeography.1234.241 (in 
Japanese with English abstract) 

6. Obanawa, H., Hayakawa, Y.S., Kato, A., 
Gomez, C. (in press) Simplified mapping 
method using small UAV and GNSS 
equipped digital camera. Transactions, 
Japanese Geomorphological Union, 241-
258. (in Japanese with English abstract) 

7. Hayakawa, Y.S., Obanawa, H. (2015) 
Mapping cliff face changes around a waterfall 
using terrestrial laser scanning and UAS-
based SfM-MVS photogrammetry. 
Proceedings of The International 
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Symposium on Cartography in Internet and 
Ubiquitous Environments 2015, C5. 

8. Obanawa, H., Hayakawa, Y.S. (2015) 
High-resolutional topographic survey using 
small UAV and SfM-MVS technologies in 
hardly accessible area. Proceedings of The 
International Symposium on Cartography 
in Internet and Ubiquitous Environments 
2015, C4. 

 16Fuchs, S., Keiler, M. & A. Zischg 
(2015). A spatiotemporal multi-hazard 
exposure assessment based on property 
data. Nat. Hazards Earth Syst. Sci. 15(9): 
2127-2142. 

9. Fuchs, S.; Keiler, M. & S. Sokratov (2015): 
Snow and avalanches. In: Huggel, C.; 
Carey, M.; Clague, J.J. & A. Kääb (eds.): 
The high-mountain cryosphere: 
environmental changes and human risks. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 
50-70 

10. Zimmermann, M., and Keiler, M.: 
International Frameworks for Disaster Risk 
Reduction: Useful Guidance for 
Sustainable Mountain Development? 
Mountain Research and Development, 35, 
195-202, 

 

11. Papathoma-Köhle, M.; Zischg, A.; Fuchs, 
S.; Glade, T. & M. Keiler (2015): Loss 
estimation for landslides in mountain areas 
– An integrated toolbox for vulnerability 
assessment and damage documentation. 
Environmental Modelling and Software 63. 
p. 156-169 

12. Jr-Chuan Huang , Chun-Chiang Lin, Shih-
Chien Chan, Tsung-Yu Lee, 

 Shih-Chieh Hsu, Cheing-Tung Lee, Jiun-
Chuan Lin (2011) Stream discharge 
characteristics through urbanization 
gradient in Danshui River, Taiwan: 
perspectives from observation and 
simulation, Environ Monit Assess, 

 DOI: 10.1007/s10661-011-2374-2 (SCI) 

13. Wenske, D., Jen, C. H.,, BÖSE, M., Lin, 
J.C.(2012) Assessment of sediment 
delivery from successive erosion on 
stream-coupled hillslopes via a time series 
of topographic surveys in the central high 
mountain range of Taiwan. Quaternary 
International, 263, 14-25. 

14. Lin, J. C. (2012) The impact and adaption 
of Typhoon hazard in Taiwan: a case study 
of Typhoon Morakot 2009. Tansactions, 
Japanese Geomorphological Union, 33(4): 
445-452. 

15. Ochiai, S., J.C. Lin, K. Kahsiwaya and Jen, 
C.H. (2012) Influence of construction of 
dams and waterway tunnels on 
sedimentation rate and bottom topography 
in Sun-Moon Lake, Taiwan, Japanese 
Geomorphological Union, 33(2): 149-170. 

16. Huang J. C., C. C. Lin,, S. C. Chan, T. Y. 
Lee, S. C. Hsu, C. T. Lee and J. C. Lin 
(2012) Stream discharge characteristics 
through urbanization gradient in Danshui 
River, Taiwan: perspectives from 
observation and simulation, Environ 
1Monit Assess,184(9), 5689-703. 

17. Robinson, A. M. and Lin, J. C.(2014) 
Taiwan Geotourism: A Volcanic 
Experience. In: Erfurt-Cooper, P. (ed.) 
Volcanic Tourist Destinations, 
Geoheritage, Geoparks and Geotourism, 
Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg 2014, 
83-191. 

18. Ochiai, S., Lin, J. C., Lin, J. W., Jen, C.H., 
Chen, W. H. and Kashiwaya, K. (2015) 
Sedimentation Processes following the 
Construction of Waterway Tunnels in Sun 
Moon Lake, Taiwan. In: Kashiwaya, K., 
Shen, J. and Kim, J. Y. (eds) (2015) Earth 
Surface Processes and Environmental 
Change in East Asia—Records From Lake-
catchment Systems, Springer-Verlag Japan 
2015287-305. 

19. Lin, J. C. (2016) Geomorphological 
Responses in a Dynamic Environment: 
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How landform interact with human 
activities in Taiwan, Springer-Verlag 

6. CONTINUATION 

A. Name of the Commission 

Geomorphology and Society - 2016-2017 

Anthropocene Geomorphology: geo-
archaeology, geomorphology and society—
2018-2020 

We would like to maintain the Commission to 
promote an integrated discourse between 
physical geographers and other social sciences, 
which are complementary for better 
understanding and application of 
geomorphology as a scientific field. 

From 2018 we would transfer to new joint 
commission called as ―Anthropocene 
Geomorphology: geo-archaeology, 
geomorphology and society—2018-2020 

B. Mission statement 

The mission of the Commission shallbe to 
strengthen collaborative work among the 
networks of geo-archaeology, 
geomorphologists, human geographers and 
other social scientist in order to advance 
environmental knowledge, and to fostering 
scientific environment for the capacity building 
of young scientists. Particularly, the 

Commission will focus on developing applied 
geomorphology for the benefits of society. 
Followings are aims of this Commission: 

C. Steering Commission Members 
From IGU side: 
Co-Chair: Jiun-Chuan Lin, Taiwan jclin@ntu.edu.tw 
Jonathan French, UK - j.french@ucl.ac.uk 

Yuichi S. Hayakawa, Japan hayakawa@csis.u-
tokyo.ac.jp 

Werner Nel, South Africa WNel@ufh.ac.za 

Herve Regnauld, France herve.regn 
auld@uhb.fr 

Emmanuel Reynard, Swiss Emmanuel. 
Reynard@unil.ch 

Paul D. Sumner , South Africa; 
paul.sumner@up.ac.za Secretary: Margreth 
Keiler, Swiss; margreth.keiler@giub.unibe.ch 

D. Work Plan for 2018-2020 

1. To organize sessions in IGU/IAG congress, 
regional conferences and other related 
meetings. 

2. To transfer to new commission: 
Anthropocene Geomorphology: geo-
archaeology, geomorphology and society. 

3. To participate joint symposiums held by 
other commissions of IGU / IAG and 
related organizations. 

4. To improve and update the web page of 
Geo-archaeology, Geomorphology and 
Society for better communication and 
promotion purposes. 

5. To organize an inaugural meeting in 
Vienna University on 7-8 April 2018. 

6. Outreach: to hold occasional meetings or 
seminars for both environmental scientists 
and the society in general to increase the 
awareness for integrating 
geomorphological knowledge from 
societies and Quaternary. 
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C16.17 Commission on Global Change and Human Mobility 2017 

1. MEMBERSHIP 

Chairperson 
DOMÍNGUEZ-MUJICA, Prof. Josefina 
Department of Geography, UniversityofLas 
Palmas de Gran Canaria Pérez del Toro, 1, 
35003 Las Palmas - Spain 
Tel +34 928 451736, Fax +34 928 451701, E-
mail: josefina.dominguezmujica@ulpgc.es 

Scientific Secretary 
STANISCIA, Dr. Barbara 
Department of European, American and 
Intercultural Studies, Sapienza University of 
Rome P.le Aldo Moro, 5, 00185 Rome - Italy 
Tel +39 06 49913417, Fax +39 06 49913541, 
E-Mail: barbara.staniscia@uniroma1.it 

Members of the Renewed Steering 
Committee 
FONSECA, Prof. Maria Lucinda 
Centre of Geographical Studies, Institute of 
Geography and Land Planning (IGOT); 
University of Lisbon;R. BrancaEdmée 
Marques, 1600-276, Lisbon, Portugal. E-mail: 
lucinda.fonseca@netcabo.pt 

GÖLER, Prof. Dr. Daniel 
Department of Geography - Geographical 
Research on Migration and Transition; Otto- 
Friedrich-University of Bamberg; Am Kranen 12, 
D-96045 Bamberg. E-mail: daniel.goeler@uni-
bamberg.de 

ISHIKAWA, Prof. Yoshitaka 
Department of Geography, Graduate School of 
Letters; Kyoto University;Sakyo-ku, Kyoto 606-
8501 –Japan.E-Mail: d54676@sakura.kudpc. 
kyoto-u.ac.jp 

KRISJANE, Prof. Zaiga 
Institute for Urban and Regional Research; 
University of Latvia;Alberta 10, LV 1215, 
Riga– Latvia.E-mail: zkrisjan@lanet.lv 

LI, Dr. Wei 
Asian Pacific American Studies Program, 
Department of Geography; School of Justice 
and Social Inquiry; Center for Asian Studies; 

Women's Studies; Arizona State University; P 
O Box 874603, Tempe, AZ 85287-4603, USA. 
E-mail: Wei.Li@asu.edu 

MAHARAJ, Prof.Brij 

Department of Geography; University of 
KwaZulu-Natal;Private Bag X01, 
Pietermaritzburg - South Africa.E-mail: 
maharajb@ukzn.ac.za 

MENDOZA, Dr. Cristóbal 

Department of Sociology; Universidad 
Autónoma Metropolitana-Iztapalapa;Av. San 
Rafael Atlixco, 186, Colonia Vicentina. 
Delegación Iztapalapa, CP 09340 México DF. 
E-mail: cmp@xanum.uam.mx 

MICHALKÓ, Dr. Gábor 

Geographical Research Institute; Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences, MTAH-1112, Budapest, 
Budaörsi str. 45. (MTA Research Building) 
Budapest, Hungary. E-mail: 
michalko@helka.iif.hu 

MONTANARI, Prof. Armando 

Department of European and Comparative 
Studies, Universita di Roma "La Sapienza"P. le 
Aldo Moro 5, I-00185 Roma–Italy, E-mail: 
armando.montanari@uniroma1.it 

PORTNOV, Prof. Boris 

Department of Natural Resources & 
Environmental Management, University Haifa, 
Mount Carmel, Haifa, Israel 31905– Israel, E-
mail: portnov@nrem.haifa.ac.il 

The number of Globility Commission 
members 

The total number of members of the 
Commission is 179 (as of 17 November 2017) 
and the number of countries involved is 52. The 
increase in the number of members since 2012 
has been 38.7% (from 129 to 179 members). 
The number of countries has increased 8.3% at 
the same time (from 48 to 52 countries). 
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Country Number Country Number 

Australia 4 Mongolia 2 

Austria 2 Mozambique 1 

Belgium 6 Namibia 1 

Brazil 4 Nepal 1 

Bulgaria 1 Netherlands 3 

Canada 4 New Zealand 2 

China 7 Nigeria 2 

Croatia 4 Norway 1 

Czech 3 Poland 5 

Fiji 1 Portugal 4 

Finland 1 Romania 5 

France 3 Russia 3 

Germany 7 South Africa 7 

Ghana 2 South Korea 2 

Greece 1 Spain 13 

Hungary 11 Sudan 1 

India 3 Switzerland 2 

Iran 1 Taiwan 2 

Israel 4 Thailand 1 

Italy 8 Tonga 1 

Japan 17 Tunisia 2 

Latvia 3 Turkey 2 

Lithuania 1 Uganda 1 

Luxembourg 1 United Kingdom 8 

Malaysia 1 USA 5 

Mexico 1 Vietnam 1 

TOTAL 179 

 

2. Meetings 

The Globility Commission meetings organized 
during 2015-2017 with summary information 
on their locations, dates, and number of 
participants. 

 
Location 

 
C

ountry 

 
D

ays 

 
M

onth 

N
um

ber of 
sessions 

O
ral 

Presentations 

Participants 
(average 

per session) 

 
Total 

Moscow Russian 
Federation 

17- 
21 

August 
2015 

4 15 35 50 

 
Budapest 

 
Hungary 

31- 
01 

August- 
September 

2015 

 
1 

 
34 

 
50 

 
84 

Beijing China 21- 
25 

August 
2016 

6 48 50 90 

La Paz Bolivia 25 April 
2017 

1 11 30 35 

Brussels Belgium 6-7 September 
2017 

1 15 40 50 

 

A brief summary of the topics addressed at each 
meeting and the findings or conclusions 
resulting from the discussions if appropriate. 
Please highlight the new ideas and insights 
identified at each meeting and their immediate 
and long-term theoretical and practical 
implications (do include a photograph or two if 
you have them). 

In the Moscow Meeting (2015), four different 
topics in four sessions were discussed. 

The first of them ‗Human mobility and latest 
Census data: new evidences, new insights‘ 
tackled the issue of the information available in 
last Censuses to study human mobility. The 
conclusions of the session confirmed that the 
statistical data still vary from country to 
country. However, human mobility is still a 
phenomenon very difficult to measure and 
track. Data arising from Population Censuses in 
terms of both flows and stocks enhance the 
possibilities of researchers on this matter, as 
demonstrated in the papers defended by Genghe 
Gao (China) with respect to the inter-provincial 
spatial flow of rural population in Henan 
province and by Rajan Bhandari (India) 
regarding the Tibetans immigrants in India. In 
the paper presented by D.V. Zhitin and A.I. 
Krasnov, the information provided by the last 
Census from Russian Federation allowed them 
to offer a new ethnic perspective of the 
population in St. Petersburg from the point of 
view of the spatial segregation. 
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The topic of the second session was ‗Responses 
to displacement from Asia Pacific‘. By 
focusing on forced displacement, the Session 
addressed these main themes: urban 
environment, climate change, and regional 
sustainability. The staggering global 
dimensions of forced displacement of people 
from their homes, and livelihoods due to 
development, disasters and environmental 
change were increasingly engage attention at 
key intersections of research and practice. The 
session examined these issues through the lens 
of people‘s responses to forced displacements 
in the cases of the Three Gorges Dam (China) 
(Brooke Wilmsen, Australia) and in the case of 
Fukushima (Japan) evacuees (Jane Singer and 
Winifred Bird, Japan). A theoretical reflection 
was also defended by Susanna Price (Australia) 
with respect to the negotiation of settlements in 
forced displacements. 

The third session revolved around ‗People on 
the move. The perspective of the life cycle and 
the role of gender‘. The mobility processes 
explained as a consequence of the interaction 
between migration policies, trade, labour 
market and welfare policies, on the one hand, 
and the people‘s decisions and practices, on the 
other, were examined in the example presented 
by Parreño-Castellano, Domínguez-Mujica and 
Díaz-Hernández, from Spain, linking the labour 
life courses of migrants with their lifestyle 
preferences in the Spanish tourism destinations. 

The presentation of Manuela Bauer, from the 
Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München 
(Germany), focused on the close relationship 
between labour market, international 
volunteering, tourism and education, through 
the perspective of the young mobility in the 
called ‗gap year‘. The findings of a research 
conducted in Germany indicated that there is a 
difference in the gap year migration behaviour 
of young women and men. This theoretical 
contribution was not only a characterization of 
the target group, but also a scientific 
contribution to geographical life cycle research 

in questions of adolescent behaviour and role of 
gender. 

Josefina Domínguez-Mujica. Chair of the 
Commission 

 

An important turn was given in the last 
presentation of this session from people to 
places. Alexander Fetisov, from Russian 
Federation, defended the importance of spatial 
proximity in the intensity and scope of the 
neighbourhood interactions, concluding the 
need to reinforce the study of distance as a key 
variable in all models of human mobility. 

In the last session, with the title ‗Real and 
virtual borders, the challenge of human 
mobility‘ were presented four contributions. 
The building of fortress-spaces with solid 
physical borders occurs simultaneously with the 
tendency to fluidization of borders because, 
further the control measures, perceptions and 
wills of people contribute destroying barriers to 
move. This was demonstrated in the 
presentation entitled ‗Beyond the migration 
policies: understanding the emigration of 
young-skilled Spaniards in the context of 
economic and financial crisis‘ by Josefina 
Domínguez-Mujica, Ramón Díaz-Hernández 
and Juan Parreño- Castellano, from Spain. 

Transnationalism was the theoretical 
framework of analysis developed in the 
contribution defended by Maria Savoskul, from 
Russian Federation, ‗Emigration of Russian 
Germans to Germany and transnational links 
with Russia‘. In this presentation the 
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classification of Russians living in Germany in 
three different groups of ethnic identity was the 
target of the research: ―Real Germans‖, Russian 
Germans and ―Russaki (Russacks)‖. Kira 
Morachevskaia, from Russian Federation, 
focused the attention on the transborder 
connections in the Russian-Belorussian 
borderland, applying to them the Core-
periphery model. The purpose of the study was 
to determine the role of central or peripheral 
position ofthe settlement/town in the intensity 
of transborder connections. 

Finally, in this session, Montasser Abdelghani, 
from Oman, developed an analysis of ‗The 
hierarchy of workers, according to nationality, 
in the labour market of the Sultanate of Oman‘, 
shedding light with regard to the peculiar socio-
geographical location of immigrants in Gulf 
countries. 

A group of attendants in one of the sessions of 
the Moscow meeting 

 

In the Budapest Meeting (2015), the session 
entitled ‗Changing world, changing human 
mobilities: global convergence and divergence‘ 
consisted of six slots. 

Theoretical approaches and interpretations of 
the concept of human mobility were presented. 
Progresses and advancements made in the field 
since the year 2000 were analyzed and 
summarized, and possible tracks for future 
developments were indicated. 

Migration (permanent, temporary, circular, 
return; voluntary, forced; legal, illegal; 
international, intra-European, domestic, 
regional; gendered; highly skilled, low-skilled; 
pre-and post- world economic crisis; pre- and 

post- EU enlargement; ) was one of the main 
topics of the session. Explanatory factors were 
identified and spatial, social, economic and 
political impacts of migration were discussed 
with reference to specific case studies - mostly 
in Eastern Europe - and, also, specific 
minorities (ex. Roma). Attention was paid to 
rural- peripheral vs. urban-central areas, to the 
changes occurred in Eastern Europe after the 
political and economic transition, to the 
difficulties in hosting societies in accepting 
immigrants. The role of recruitment agencies 
was explored for the specific case of Japanese 
highly-skilled workers in Germany and the role 
of national policies in favouring the return of 
migrants was explored for Hungary. 

Tourism (medical and thermal tourism; cross-
border; VFR; ecotourism; rural tourism; food 
tourism; cultural tourism) was an important 
topic of the session. A multifaceted perspective 
characterized presentations and discussions: 
tourists‘ needs and attitudes, perceptions of 
tourists in tourist areas, tourist industry and 
enterprises (especially hotels), tourist resources, 
marketing techniques and tools, innovative 
tourist products, tourism as a modifier of the 
borders and boundaries (French-Andorran and 
US-Mexican borders), etc. Problems such as the 
seasonality of tourism in some areas were 
tackled and new parameters for the statistical 
analysis were proposed. 

Residential mobility was presented in the 
specific case of Riga (LV), explanatory factors 
and spatial patterns were identified. 

Daily commuting and new modes of 
transportation were two topics discussed in the 
session. Car sharing as a form of networked 
mobility in Hungary, difficult accessibility of 
educational facilities in Latvian rural areas, 
gender differences in the use of public 
transportation in Croatia, were good examples 
of divergences in the contemporary world. 

The Globility Commission organized four own 
sessions and two joint sessions in the 
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Beijing Meeting (2016). 

The first was entitled ‗Moving World, Moving 
Actors: Global Changes and Personal 
Challenges‘. It had the aim to anticipate a 
comprehensive interpretation of the factors 
determining and resulting from processes of 
human mobility, and of their challenges. The 
contributions linked the human mobility 
theories, empirical cases of study with the 
geographical global changes that shape 
different world experiences. Fifteen 
contributions were presented in this first 
session, organized around three slots. In the 
first, six papers from Spain, Netherlands, Japan, 
Nepal, Czech Republic and China were 
presented. In the second, the contributors came 
from Spain, Germany, United States, India and 
Germany. Finally, in the third, the members of 
universities involved were from Germany, 
United States, Ghana and Romania. All of them 
developed interesting perspectives regarding 
different processes of migration (borders, 
motivational profiles, marginal areas, gendered 
responses, mobility in tourism islands, 
refugees‘ allocation, guest workers‘ visas, 
cultural impacts, integration of skilled migrants, 
everydayness mobility and elderly travel 
behaviour). 

The second session, with four presentations and 
developed in one slot, was titled ‗Information, 
communication, new media and human 
mobility‘. The presenters came from United 
States, China, Bangladesh and India. The topics 
of social networks and the feelings of identity 
of migrants, the media representations of crime, 
the trans-local livelihoods and the social media 
modelling activity patterns opened the 
perspectives to the relation between media and 
human mobility. 

The third topic referred to ‗Development 
Safeguards, Forced Displacement and 
Resettlement - Inside China and Going Out‘ 
and put the focus on these processes of forced 
mobility. The eleven contributions, coming 
from Australia, Japan, China and Ghana were 
presented in two different slots. The premises 

of social risks in dam buildings, investment 
projects, governmental initiatives, innovation 
and resettlement from a win-win approach, 
effectiveness and assessment of these actions, 
policies and practices in the Chinese case, its 
sociocultural effect, the sustainability of these 
projects and their adaptation to local 
socioeconomic contexts inside and out of China 
generated a stimulating debate between 
presenters and attendants 

The fourth session corresponded to the issue of 
youth mobility. Ten contributions were 
presented under the title: ‗Youth Mobility: An 
Emerging phenomenon at the Global Scale‘. 
These contributions analysed the current 
processes of youth mobility in Romania, 
Switzerland, Spain, Latvia, Italy, United 
Kingdom and South Korea with a special focus 
on: academic achievements and their 
consequences on youth mobility, policies 
facilitating repatriation processes, trends and 
challenges of youth mobility, the use of 
longitudinal register data, the impact of 
economic crisis in youth mobility, the statistical 
analysis harmonizing stocks and flows, the 
barriers of international youth mobility in 
Europe and the processes of acculturation 
among young North Korean refugees. 

In collaboration with the Commission C12.39 
Urban Geography a session entitled ‗Human 
Mobility and Urban Vulnerabilities‘ was 
organized. The number of contributions was 
six, in one slot. The presenters, from United 
Kingdom, Spain, South Africa, France, China 
and India, debated around disabled people and 
vulnerable mobilities, the urban vulnerability 
linked to foreign immigration, the gender 
violence in refugees‘ areas and the vulnerability 
in traditional dwellings. 

Jointly with the Commission C12.34 
Population Geography a session on 
‗Demographic sources and methodologies to 
study human mobility‘ was proposed. Only two 
contributions were presented in this specialized 
topic, one of them from the United States 
Census Bureau and another from Nanjing 
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University. The first was on ‗Mapping Methods 
and Datasets‘ and the second on the ‗Spatial 
Mechanism to study Inter-provincial Migrations 
in China‘. Despite the scarce number of 
contributions they generated interest for the 
attendants given the outstanding data 
availability on population and migration by the 
United States Census Bureau with respect to the 
most of the countries of the world. 

Finally, besides the oral presentations four 
posters were exhibited. They were entitled 
‗Return to Volcano: Resilience of Human 
Mobility Facing Natural Hazards. Ilha Do Fogo 
(Cape Verde)‘; ‗Crisis, Migration and Return: 
New Mobility of Young Spaniards and its 
Consequences‘; ‗Gender, Migration, 
Remittances and Development in Uganda‘; and 
‗Mapping the Spatial Evolution of Urban 
Innovation Structure at the Zip-code Region 
Scale: A Comparison of Beijing and Shanghai‘. 

La Paz Meeting (2017) was promoted by the 
IGU Commission Political Geography in 
collaboration with the IGU  Commission Latin 
American Studies under the title of 
Geographies for Peace. In the framework of this 
Conference, the Global Change and Human 
Mobility Commission organized a session 
entitled ‗Human mobility resulting from 
vulnerability in the service of peace‘, with the 
aim to receive contributions on: (i) theoretical 
and methodological reflections on forced 
migrations; (ii) analysis of migration as a 
consequence of the effects of the policies of the 
sending and receiving migrants states; (iii) 
challenges of human mobility facing the 
construction of fortress-spaces (processes of 
trans- bordering, de-bordering and re-
bordering); (iv) transnational, gender and 
inequalities frameworks on refugees; (v) 
processes of development and social 
transformations linked to the refugee 
settlement; (vi) mobility of the members of 
NGO and other institutions in charge of 
humanitarian attention to forced migrants. 

The session was combined with one promoted 
by the Commission on Marginalization, 

receiving the name of ‗Mobility, 
marginalization and conflicts‘ and their eleven 
contributions were developed in two slots. 
Switzerland, Slovenia, Mexico, Argentina, 
Greece, South Africa, Czech Republic, France 
and Spain were the countries where the 
researchers came from. The contributions dealt 
with civil society vs. globalization and 
marginalization; armed conflicts as generators 
of marginalization; marginality and 
opportunities through action-research and 
educational practices; the example of Mytilen 
(Greece) in the reception of refugees; the 
politics of new regionalism in the bordering of 
municipalities in South Africa; the 
marginalization of seasonal migrants in the 
South of Mendoza (Argentina); the 
marginalization of Orthodox Ukrainians in 
Czechia; the theoretical perspective of the local 
governments as interface between local and 
international political positions; and the 
political Spanish role in the context of 
European Union on the named refugees‘ crisis. 
After the mentioned presentations, an average 
number of 40 persons took part in an interesting 
debate about the role of Europe in front of the 
refugees‘ Mediterranean crisis. 

With the name of ‗Youth Mobility in Europe‘, 
the Commission Global Change and Human 
Mobility participated in Brussels, in the Sixth 
EUGEO Congress on the Geography of 
Europe (2017) in collaboration with the 
HORIZON2020 Research Project 
YMOBILITY. The 15 contributions, from 
Latvia, Italy, Spain, Germany, Luxembourg, 
and Norway, were presented in four slots. The 
topics under examination were: residential 
satisfaction and mobility behaviour; youth 
mobility facing the crisis; policies and 
initiatives supporting young mobile people in 
Europe; youth perceptions on agency in 
mobility structures; youth mobility science 
dissemination; pan-European identity among 
young EU citizens; the social, political and 
economic macro-drivers in European youth 
mobility; youth mobility in Europe eight years 
down the economic crisis; aspirations and 
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reality of young returnees; youth mobility and 
regional development; youth mobility in East 
Germany, in Spain, in Italy and the regions of 
provenance of young people in Europe. 

Planned meetings of the Commission to be 
held in 2018 and topics to be addressed 

For the upcoming 2018 International 
Geographical Union Regional Conference in 
Québec (August 6-10, 2018, Canada), under the 
topic ―Appreciating Difference‖, the Globility 
Commission will propose two own sessions and 
two joint sessions. The first own session is 
entitled ‗Highly-skilled migration and 
international student mobility: the steady links 
between education and labour market‘. It 
invites to think about the implications of these 
two types of migrations in the case of skilled 
young people: to study abroad and to work 
abroad, given the nexus between both flows as 
an integral part of transnational migration 
systems. 

The second is entitled ‗Migration, diasporas 
and development: the perspective of mobility 
and transnationalism‘ and has the aim of 
collecting contributions highlighting the new 
paradigms interpreting the logic of new time-
spaces relations. 

By the other hand, regarding joint sessions, the 
Commission Population Geography and the 
Globility Commission have promoted one 
session entitled ‗Population Mobility in a 
context of Climate Change and its demographic 
consequences‘. The focus of contributions will 
be related to the links between environmental 
degradation and population mobility/migration. 
Consequently, this session will attempt at 
providing an overview of recent empirical 
results of the nexus between climate change 
and human mobility from a geographical and 
demographic point of view. 

In addition, the Commission Geography of 
Tourism, Leisure and Global Change and the 
Globility Commission have also proposed a 
session entitled ‗Revisiting the nexus of tourism 

and migration‗. This session will offer 
contributions linked to the complex assemblage 
of lifecycle of tourist destinations and life 
courses of tourists and labour migrants, with the 
aim to anticipate a comprehensive interpretation 
of the factors determining and resulting on the 
linkages between human mobility processes 
and tourism evolution. Human mobility and 
tourism theories as well as empirical cases of 
study will be welcome. 

3. Networking, communication and 
dissemination 

Networking. As it has already been mentioned, 
Globility has kept contacts with other IGU 
Commissions to promote joint sessions in the 
IGU congresses or regional conferences. The 
IGU Commissions on ‗Population Geography‘, 
‗Urban Geography‘ and ‗Global Change and 
Human Mobility‘ developed successful joint 
sessions in the IGU Congress in Beijing. In 
‗Geographies for Peace‘ (La Paz Meeting), 
Globility collaborated with the Commissions 
Political Geography, Latin American Studies 
and Marginalization and there are two joint 
sessions planned for the upcoming 2018 
Québec Meeting in order to strengthen the 
collaboration between Globility and other 
Commissions; in this case, the Commission 
Population Geography and the Commission 
Geography of Tourism, Leisure and Global 
Change. 

The Globility Commission also collaborated 
with the Commission Population Geography 
sending to the Québec organizers a joint 
proposal from both Commissions (accepted 
unanimously by the two Steering Committees) 
suggesting the following candidate for 
Luminary Speaker: Prof. David LEY, Professor 
of Geography at the University of British 
Columbia, but this proposal was not considered 
by the Québec organizers. 

Finally, in the context of the International 
Conference ‗World Social Sciences Forum‘ that 
will be held in September 2018 in Fukuoka, 
Japan, the former Scientific Secretary of the 
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Globiity Commission and member of its 
Steering Committee, Prof. Yoshitaka Ishikawa, 
has promoted an invited session by the National 
Committee of Japan for International 
Geographical Union. The session‘s speakers are 
affiliated to the Global Change and Human 
Mobility Commission. 

Communication and dissemination. The most 
important obstacle to Globility Commission is 
to promote the organization of meetings out of 
the context of IGU events, because in recent 
years, universities around the world have 
experienced significant financial constraints; 
these have made difficult for a very large 
number of researchers to take part in the 
planned meetings, despite their interest in the 
Commission activities, expressed to the 
Globility meeting organizers by email. 

Nevertheless, in 2015 the collaboration between 
the Universities of Chemnitz (Germany) and Las 
Palmas de Gran Canaria (Spain) through the 
Globility Commission obtained funds to 
deepening in the study of new flows of young 
skilled Mediterranean citizens to other EU 
countries. As a consequence of this collaboration, 
was published a book by Transcript Verlag, 
edited by Glorius, Birgit & Domínguez-Mujica, 
Josefina, in 2017, with the title: ‗European 
Mobility in Times of Crisis. The New Context of 
European South-North Migration‘. The most of 
the authors of the different chapters are members 
of the IGU Globility Commission. 

Other important success for the Globility is the 
book with the homonymous title of the 
Commission: ‗Global Change and Human 
Mobility‘, edited in 2016 by the chair of 
Globility, Josefina Domínguez-Mujica. This 
volume was published under the Springer 
series entitled ‗Advances in Geographical and 
Environmental Sciences‘ whose Editor is 
Professor R. B. Singh.  

http://www.springer.com/us/book/9789811000
492. This e-book contains 17 chapters written 
by outstanding members of the Commission, 
coming from different countries. According to 

the Springer Book Performance Report 2016 
(May 2017) this e-book received 3.064 chapter 
downloads. 

It is also remarkable the call for papers, in the 
framework of the past Sixth EUGEO Congress, 
taken by Prof. Christian Vandermotten, former 
member of the Globility Steering Committee, 
on behalf of the BELGEO journal, with the 
purpose to collect articles for a thematic issue 
on Youth Mobility. This special number will be 
published in 2018. The 17 abstract proposals 
are being reviewed by the coordinators of this 
special issue, Prof. Montanari and Prof. 
Domínguez-Mujica and each of the articles 
resulting by the proposals accepted will be 
anonymised and assessed by two referees. 

4. Publications 

Articles and volumes published 

A list of the articles and volumes published by 
some of the Globility members on issues of 
global change and human mobility during 
2016-2017, in English and/or their national 
languages, is the following: 

Abdelatti H, Elhadary Y and Samat N (2016) 
―Addressing Poverty in Sudan and Malaysia: A 
Story of Success and Constraints‖, Journal of 
Sustainable Development, 9(2). DOI 
10.5539/jsd.v9n2p206. 

Abdelatti H, Elhadary Y and Babiker A A 
(2017) ―Nature and Trend of Urban Growth in 
Saudi Arabia: The Case of Al-Ahsa Province – 
Eastern Region‖, Resources and Environment, 
7(3), 69-80. DOI 10.5923/j.re.20170703.02. 

Abram S, Feldman Bianco B, Khosravi S, 
Salazar N B and de Genova N (2017) ―The free 
movement of pople around the world would be 
utopian‖, Identities: Global Studies in Culture 
and Power, 24(2), 123-155. DOI 
10.1080/1070289X.2016.1142879. 

Ásványi K, Juhász-Dóra K, Jászberényi M and 
Michalkó G. (2017) ―Literature review of 
renewable energy in the tourism industry‖, 
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Journal of Environmental Management and 
Tourism, 8(2), 476-491. 

Avila-Tàpies R and Domínguez-Mujica J 
(2017) ―Perspectiva comparada de la movilidad 
pendular transoceánica de Latinoamérica con 
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Mujica, and under the management of the 
Scientific Secretary, Dr. Barbara Staniscia. The 
website has a new domain since 2014 and 
represents the major tool for exchange of 



- 160 -

 157 

information among the members of the 
Globility Commission. 

5. Continuation. Statement of the mission 
of the Commission/Task Force 

The Commission appeals to scholars interested 
in the issue of change and mobility across the 
world. Owing to its ability to link locations and 
societies, human mobility is receiving an 
increasing academic attention among scholars.  

The ‗Globility‘ Commission (Global Change 
and Human Mobility) promotes a new reading 

and recognition of human mobility in the 
context of globalization, to deepen in the 
exchange of knowledge with regard its different 
forms such as migration and tourism, namely, 
the diverse practises in which human mobility 
is displayed through different countries and 
societies. The geographical perspective allows 
researchers to find this common nexus as an 
important issue in the process of interrelation 
between global phenomena and local 
manifestations. 
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C16.18 Commission on Global Understanding 2017 

 

Commission Report 

The International Geographical Union‘s 
commission C16.18 ―Global Understanding‖ 
was established at the 33rd IGC in Beijing to 
further harvest the achievements of the 2016 
International Year of Global Understanding. 
This major IGU initiative has promoted 
Geography‘s role in sustainability research and 
greatly enhanced inter- and transdisciplinary 
approaches in the field. The commission was 
founded during the central stage of the IYGU 
triennium – preparatory year (2015), 
international year (2016), harvest year (2017) – 
as a means to accompany and support IYGU‘s 
work within the geographical community and 
build up enduring cooperation with other IGU 
commissions. It serves as a central link between 
the IYGU secretariat and the Regional Action 
Centres on the one hand, and the geographical 
community on the other. The commission‘s 
steering committee is comprised of researchers 
from both the Global North and South, as well 
as seasoned and younger scholars. Together 
with its partners from the IYGU-network, the 
steering committee will organize and support 
the initiative to transform IYGU into a global 
science decade. This possible ―2020‘s Science 
Decade for Global Understanding‖ (SDGU) 
will not only foster the discipline as a key 
bridge builder between different scientific 
cultures and initiate new research on current 
global challenges, but it will also develop new 
paradigms for geographical education in 
schools, colleges and universities. The 
commission C16.18 will thus intensify IYGU‘s 
collaboration with the commission on 
geographical education and seek close 
cooperation with other agents from the 
education sector in order to promote the idea of 
a 2020‘s science decade. Together with IYGU‘s 
Regional Action Centres, the commission will 

furthermore initiate and support school and 
university courses on Global Understanding. 
Two initial steps have been made with an 
international seminar in Maçao (Portugal) in 
early 2017, and a winter school in Santiago de 
Chile in mid 2017. After the IYGU‘s great 
success we hope the commission will become a 
central hub for promoting geographical 
research and teaching on Global Understanding. 

A. Membership 
I Steering committee 
Prof. Benno WERLEN (Chair) Institute of 
Geography Friedrich Schiller University 
Löbdergraben 32, 
07743 Jena, Germany 
Phone: +49 3941 94 88 40 
E-mail: benno.werlen@uni-jena.de 

Dr. Karsten GAEBLER (Secretary) 
Institute of Geography Friedrich Schiller 
University Löbdergraben 32, 
07743 Jena, Germany 
Phone: +49 3641 94 88 47 
E-mail: karsten.gaebler@uni- jena.de 

Dr. Ibidun O. ADELEKAN Department of 
Geography Faculty of the Social Sciences 
University of Ibadan 
Ibadan, Nigeria 
Phone: +234 8023470003 
E-mail: ibidun.adelekan@mail.ui.edu.ng 

Prof. Enrique ALISTE Department of 
Geography University of Chile 
Avda. Portugal 84 
8331051 Santiago de Chile, Chile Phone: +56 2 
9783110 
E-mail: ealiste@uchilefau.cl 

Dr. Verónica C. HOLLMAN Department of 
Geography University of Buenos Aires Buenos 
Aires, Argentina 
E-mail: vhollman@gmail.com 
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Dr. Katja VINTAR MALLY 
Department of Geography University of 
Ljublijana Faculty of Arts 
Ańkerţeva cesta 2 
1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Phone: +386 1 24 11 242 
E-mail: katja.vintar@ff.uni-lj.si 

Dr. Luis Berneth PEÑA REYES Faculty of 
Social and Human Sciences Externado 
University of Colombia Calle 12 #1-17 Este, 
Bogotá, Colombia Phone: +57 3419900 
E-mail: lberneth@gmail.com 

Prof. Je-Hun RYU 
Department of Geography 
Korea National University of Education 
Cheongju-si 
Chung-Buk, 363-791 Republic of Korea Phone: 
+82 43 230 3616 
E-mail: jhryu@knue.ac.kr 

Prof. Wen-Cheng WANG Department of 
Geography National Taiwan Normal University 
162, HePing East Road, Section 1, Taipei 
10610,Taiwan 
Phone: +886 2 77 34 16 32 
E-mail: wwang@ntnu.edu.tw 

Shangyi ZHOU 
School of Geography Beijing Normal 
University Sheng-Di building at BNU 
No. 19 Xin Jie Kou Wai Street Haidian District, 
Beijing 
P.R. China, 100875 Phone: +86 10 58807455 
E-mail: twizsy@163.com 

II Corresponding Members 
Due to its association with the IYGU and the 
international year‘s secretariat, the commission 
does not yet have a separate membership list. 
Topics related to the commission‘s work have 
thus far been disseminated through IYGU‘s e-
mail list. The international year‘s newsletter has 
a total number of 1,494 subscribed contacts. 
Nationalities are as follows: 

Argentina 6 

Australia 13 

Austria 14 

Belgium 21 

Brazil 32 

Canada 13 

Chile 5 

China 20 

Czech Republic 8 

Denmark 6 

Finland 6 

France 33 

Germany 279 

Hong Kong 9 

India 9 

Israel 4 

Italy 21 

Japan 36 

Korea (South) 10 

Luxembourg 6 

Netherlands 13 

New Zealand 7 

Norway 8 

Poland 9 

Portugal 10 

Russia 11 

South Africa 211 

Spain 11 

Sweden 11 

Switzerland 32 

Taiwan 22 

United Kingdom 32 

Unknown 565 

 

B. Meetings 

International Seminar ―Education, training 
and communication in the cultural 
management of landscapes‖, March 29–
April 8, 2017, Maçao (Portugal) 

Together with Prof. Luiz Oosterbeek (Instituto 
Politécnico de Tomar/Portugal and general 
secretary of CIPSH) and the ―Apheleia‖ 
program ―Integrated cultural landscape 
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management for local and global sustainability‖ 
an international seminar on ―Education, training 
and communication in the cultural management 
of land- scapes‖ was organized in March 2017. 
Through generous support by the European 
Erasmus+ funding program, more than 50 
students from universities all across Europe 
(e.g., Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, 
Lithuania, Portugal, Spain) were given the 
opportunity to participate and engage in debates 
on topics such as knowledge and sustainability 
in early societies, learning beyond schools, 
outreach strategies for sustainability programs, 
or intercultural difference in education proces- 
ses. The commission will strongly advocate the 
initiative for a follow-up funding and support 
the further development of the program. 

World Humanities Conference (WHC), 
August 6–11, 2017, Liège (Belgium) 

In collaboration with the IYGU network the 
commission organized two sessions at the 2017 
World Humanities Conference in Liège 
(Belgium). Both events focused on discussing 
the approach of Global Understanding and 
mobilizing wider audiences from the 
humanities for the International Year and the 
respective follow-up projects. The first session 
was titled ―The Program of the IYGU as a 
Lever for Sustainability‖ and included the 
following speakers and topics: Benno Werlen 
(commission chair, IYGU Executive Director) 
on ―The program of IYGU as a lever for 
sustainability‖, Vladimir Kolossov (Past-
President of the International Geographical 
Union and IYGU Steering Committee member) 
on ―The IYGU and the transition to the green 
develop- ment‖, and Karl Donert (President of 
European Geographers Association and IYGU 
Outreach Panel member) on ―Open geographic 
information and people politics‖. The second 
session was titled ―Reflecting and Reviewing 
IYGU‖ and took the format of a roundtable 
discussion. The participants of the round table 
were Luiz Oosterbeek, Vladimir Kolossov, 
Inguelore Scheunemann, Benno Werlen, Karl 
Donert, and Marga- lit Berriet. The round table 

not only sketched possible futures of IYGU as 
an interna- tional science decade (potentially 
proclaimed by ICSU/ISSC, and CIPSH), but 
also argued for a stronger integration of the arts 
in promoting Global Understanding. With 
regard to the institutional structure of the 
International Year, the commission C16.18 was 
presented as a IYGU‘s central hub in the 
geographical community. Furthermore, the 
submitted UNESCO chair ―Global 
Understanding for Sustainability‖ (in case of 
positive evaluation located at the Friedrich 
Schiller University Jena/Germany) was 
discussed as a means to further anchor the 
concept of Global Understanding in the 
scientific debate and promote respective 
research. 

Winter School ―Patagonia‘s geographical 
imagination. Language, discourse, and 
everyday regionalization‖, September 4–15, 
2017, Santiago de Chile 

Succeeding the highly thriving Summer School 
―Political Ecology and the Spatial Turn. From 
‗Living Spaces‘ to Global Understanding‖, held 
in mid 2016 at the University of Jena, several 
members of the commission‘s steering 
committee organized the international Winter 
School ―Patagonia‘s geographical imagination. 
Language, discourse, and everyday 
regionalization‖, held from September 4–15, 
2017 at the Universidad de Chile (Santiago de 
Chile). The event was organized under the 
auspices of Enrique Aliste and Benno Werlen, 
supported by Verónica Hollman and Karsten 
Gaebler. During the classes and field trips a 
group of 13 students and young researchers 
from Germany and Chile investigated the 
historical and contemporary construction of 
Patagonia as a frontier land, a supplier of 
energy and resources, or as a politically 
contested region. The students and young 
researchers intensively debated the challenges 
and pitfalls of regionalism and regional identity 
under globalized conditions. During a five-day 
field trip to Northern Patagonia (Huinay 
research station) the German participants 
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received first-hand insights into current 
environmental conflicts in Patagonia and 
different strategies of representation. The 
Winter School proved to be a highly 
worthwhile experience in transdisciplinary, 
transcultural teaching and research, and will be 
a prototype for future events on Global 
Understanding. 

Networking 

Under the auspices of IGU and the International 
Union of Anthropological and ethnological 
Sciences (IUAES), International Union of 
Psychological Science (IUPsyS) and the 
International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS), 
the commission in 2016 prepared the 
application for a ―Global Understanding for 
Sustainability‖ funding within the ICSU grants 
programme. The proposed project intended to 
promote bottom-up movements geared toward 
local sustainability transitions; strengthen cross-
disciplinary efforts in the field of sustainability 
research; and develop new formats to translate 
scientific insights into everyday life, and vice 
versa. Albeit the proposal unfortunately was not 
considered for funding by ICSU, the 
application strengthened the collaboration of 
the commission with the IUAES, the IUSS, as 
well as the IUPsyS and provided a basis for 
further collaboration. 

The C16.18 commission‘s chair Benno Werlen 
furthermore applied within the ―UNITWIN 
UNESCO chairs program‖ for a chair ―Global 
Understanding for Sustain- ability‖, located at 
the university of Jena/Germany. In close 
cooperation with and supported by the German 
UNESCO commission, the proposal was 
prepared and submitted to UNESCO in mid 
2017. In case of a positive evaluation, the chair 
will start its work in early 2018. It is intended to 
become the interface between IYGU and the 
geographical community on the one hand, and 
UNESCO and its sub-divisions and partner 
organizations on the other hands. The chair will 
provide the basis for intensifying the 
commission‘s and IGU‘s collaboration with 
UNESCO. 
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Introduction. In: Oosterbeek, L./Werlen, 
B./Caron, L. (eds.): Sustainability and 
Sociocultural Matrices. Arkaeos 40. Maçao, p. 
21-24. 

Oosterbeek, L./Werlen, B. et al. (2017): 
APHELEIA. Building an European Strategic 
Partnership for Cultural Integrated Landscape 
Management for Sustainable Development and 
global understanding. In: Oosterbeek, 
L./Werlen, B./Caron, L. (eds.): Sustainability 
and Sociocultural Matrices. Arkeos 40. Maçao, 
p. 25-44. 

Werlen, B./Oosterbeek, L./Henriques (2016): 
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International Year of Global Understanding. 
Building bridges between global thinking and 
local action. In: Episodes, Vol. 39, No. 4, p. 
604-611. 

Werlen, B. (2016): International Year of Global 
Understanding. An Interview with Benno 
Werlen. In: J-Reading, Italian Association of 
Geographers, p. 1-9. 

Werlen, B. (2016): Everyday Actions, Global 
Understanding, and Sustainability. In: 
Oosterbeek, L./Maurizio Quaglioulo/Caron, L. 
(eds): Sustainability Dilemmas. Arkeos 38-39, 
Maçao, p. 109-132. 

Werlen, B. (2017): Knowledge, Action, and 
social Relations of Space. In: Meusburger, 

P./Werlen, B. (eds.) (2017): Knowledge and 
Action. Springer. Cham, p. 31-56. 

Werlen, B. (2017): Global Understanding and 
Citizenship. In: Global Commons Review, Vol. 
1. No.1, Los Angeles, p. 49-53. 

Werlen, B. (2017): Preface. In: Bednarz, Sarah 
et al. (eds.): Geography Education for Global 
Understanding. Springer. Dordrecht 
(forthcoming). 

II Commission website 

https://iguglobalunderstanding.jimdo.com 

Archival Contributions 

None to date. 
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C16.19  Commission on Hazard and Risk Commission 2017 

1. Membership 

The following 10 people are the current members 
of the steering committee (SC). 

Takashi OGUCHI (Chair) 
Center for Spatial Information Science, The 
University of Tokyo, Japan oguchi@csis.u-
tokyo.ac.jp 
http://researchmap.jp/read0007832/?lang=english 

Masumi ZAIKI (Secretary) 
Faculty of Economics, Seikei University, Japan 
mzaiki@econ.seikei.ac.jp http://researc 
hmap.jp/read0123498/?lang=english 

Honglin HE 
Institute of Geology, China Earthquake 
Administration, China honglinhe123@ 
vip.sina.com http://en.igl.earthquake.cn/ 
wwwroot/c_00000006/d_0010.html 

Jr-Chuan HUANG 
Department of Geography, National Taiwan 
University, Taiwan riverhuang@ntu.edu.tw 
http://www.geog.ntu.edu.tw/en/people/professors
?id=896 

Jose Enrique Novoa JEREZ 
Area de Ciencias Geogr?ficas, Universidad de La 
Serena, Chile jnovoa@userena.cl 
http://userena.academia.edu/Jos%C3%A9Enrique
NovoaJerez 

Veena JOSHI 
Department of Geography, Savitibai Phule Pune 
University, India veenaujoshi @gmail.com 
http://www.unipune.ac.in/dept/fine_arts/geograph
y/Geography_webfiles/faculty.htm 

Cary J. MOCK 
Department of Geography, University of South 
Carolina, USA mockcj@sc.edu 
http://artsandsciences. sc.edu/geog/cary-j-mock 

Alessandro C. MONDINI 
Geomorphology Research Group, Istituto di 
Ricerca per la Protezione Idrogeologica, Italy 
Alessandro.Mondini@irpi.cnr.it 

http://geomorphology.irpi.cnr.it/staff/alex 

Sergey A. SOKRATOV 
Faculty of Geography, Lomonosov Moscow 
State University, Russia sokratov@ geogr.msu.ru 
https://www.researchgate.net/ 
profile/Sergey_Sokratov 

Marie-Jeanne S. ROYER 
Department of Geography and Earth Sciences, 
Aberystwyth University, UK mar71@aber.ac.uk 
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/iges/staff/research/mar
71/ 

There are other 20 corresponding members who 
regularly receive information via e-mail. The 
members are from the following countries 
(number of people in parentheses): France (1), 
India (6), Italy (1), Japan (4), Mexico (1), Nepal 
(1), Romania (1), Slovenia (1), Taiwan (1), 
Tunisia (1), and USA (2) 

A. Meetings 

- Hazard and Risk Session at the IGU General 
Assembly in Beijing, China (August 21-25, 2016) 

In total, 55 oral and 45 poster presentations were 
programmed in the session. Although some 
presenters did not appear (no-show), the session 
resulted in very lively presentations and 
discussion. The main topics are 1) floods and 
related issues (15 oral presentations), 2) 
vulnerability and assessment (20 oral 
presentations) and 3) geomorphological issues 
such as landslides (20 oral presentations). The 
total number of attendances was difficult to 
estimate because many people came in and went 
out during 

Presentation by Dr. Shigeko Haruyama, the 
former chair of the Hazard and Risk Commission, 
at the Hazard and Risk Session of the IGU 
General Assembly in Beijing, China, 201 

- Session at the 9th IGC (International 
Conference on Geomorphology) of IAG 
(International Association of Geomorphologists) 
in New Delhi, India (November 6-11, 2017) 
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Jointly with the IGU Commission of Land 
Degradation and Desertification, our commission 
had a session entitled ―Land Degradation and 
Hazard in a Changing Environment‖. Twelve oral 
presentations were programmed and almost all of 
them were actually presented. This session was 
one of major activities after IGU and IAG 
established their official agreement on close 
collaborations. The presentations in the session 
represented interesting combination of geography 
and geomorphology; for example, relationships 
between landform characteristics in a 
mountainous area and land use/cover in relation 
to human activities such as plantation and 
logging. 

- We also supported the following two eve The 
4th Open Source Geospatial Research and 
Education Symposium (OGRS) in Perugia, Italy, 
on October 12-14, through an SC member, 
Alessandro C. MONDINI 

Link: http://194.119.218.29/committees-
contacts/links/94-supporting-organizations 

- Children‘s Environmental Map Contest in 
Asahikawa, Japan, on October 28-29, 2017, 
through the IGU president Yukio HIMIYAMA 

The following events are currently planned: 

- Joint Session with the Commission of Land 
Degradation and Desertification at the IGU 
Regional Conference in Quebec City, Canada, on 
August 6-10, 2018. 

Our commission has been communicating with 
some SC members of the Commission of Land 
Degradation and Desertification as well as the 
organizing committee of the conference to 
effectively realize the session. 

- Joint Session with the Commission of 
Geomorphology and Society in Vienna, Austria, 
in early April, 2018, before the General Assembly 
of EGU (European Geosciences Union). 

 

 

 

 

Details have not been fixed yet, but our 
commission has been communicating with SC 
members of the Commission of Geomorphology 
and Society about this. 

- Workshop on Geography in Relation to 
Natural Hazard and Risk (tentative title) at the 
University of Tokyo, Japan, in late March, 2018. 

A SC member of our commission, Dr. Veena 
Joshi, will be in Japan as a visiting professor at 
the Center for Spatial Information Science, the 
University of Tokyo. This gives an opportunity to 
have the mentioned international workshop. 
Details are still to be determined, but they will be 
announced not only to Japanese communities but 
also to researchers in neighboring countries. 

B. NETWORKING 

As indicated above, our commission often 
communicates with the two IGU Commissions, 
Land Degradation and Desertification as well as 
Geomorphology and Society, to enable joint 
activities. The current SC members of the three 
commissions well understand the importance of 
such collaborations. 

- Collaborations with IAG have been realized 
as mentioned and will be strengthened. The Chair 
of our commission, Takashi OGUCHI, has 
become an executive committee member of IAG 
for the 2017- 2021 period, which will facilitate 
such collaborations. 

C. PUBLICATIONS 

URL of the website of commission: 

http://oguchaylab.csis.u-
tokyo.ac.jp/IGU_Hazard/index.html 
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C16.21  Commission on History of Geography 2017 

Commission Members - Mandate 2016-2020 
Chair 
Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg University of 
Milan-Bicocca Piazza dell'Ateneo Nuovo, 1 
20126, Milano 
(39) 0264484848 
marcella.schmidt@unimib.it 

Vice-Chair 

Marie-Vic Ozouf-Marignier EHESS 
190-198 Avenue de France 75244 Paris cedex 
13 
(33) 01 49 54 24 65 
marie-vic.ozouf-marignier@ehess.fr 

Secretary-Treasurer and Website editor 

Federico Ferretti University College Dublin 
School of Geography H015 Newman Building 
Belfield - Dublin 4, Ireland federico.ferretti 
@ucd.ie (353) 1 716 8176 

Co-editor of Geographers Biobibliographical 
Studies 
Elizabeth Baigent 
Wycliffe Hall, University of Oxford Oxford 
OX2 6PW 
+44 (0)1865 285070 
elizabeth.baigent@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

Co-editor of Geographers Biobibliographical 
Studies 
André Reyes Novaes 
Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, 
Departamento de Geografia Humana. Rua São 
Francisco Xavier, 524 
Maracanã 
20550-013 - Rio de Janeiro, RJ - Brasil (55) 
22542542 
andrereyesnovaes@gmail.com 

Guy Mercier 
Centre interuniversitaire d‘études sur les lettres, 
les arts et les traditions (CELAT) Département 
de géographie 
Université de Laval 
Pavillon Charles-De Koninck 19 Local 6259 

Québec G1K 7P4 Canada 
1 418 656 2131 ext. 2574 
E-mail: Guy.Mercier@ggr.ulaval.ca 

Tamami Fukuda 
School of Environmental System Sciences 
Osaka Prefecture University 
1-1 Gakuen-cho, Naka-ku 
Sakai, Osaka 599-8531 JAPAN 
(81) 72-254-9633 
E-mail:tamami@hs.osakafu-u.ac.jp 

Leon Yacher 
Department of Geography Morrill Hall 118A 
Southern Connecticut State University 501 
Crescent Street 
New Haven, CT 06515-1355 
United States of America (001) 203-392-5825 
E-mail: yacherl1@southernct.edu 

Perla Zusman 
CONICET/Instituto de Geografía, Universidad 
de Buenos Aires Puán 480, 4to piso 
CP 1406. Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 
Argentina 
(005411) 4432-0606 int 116 
E-mail: perlazusman@yahoo.es 

Bruno Schelhaas 
Leibniz-Institut für Länderkunde 
Schongauerstraße 9 
04328 Leipzig 
(49) 341 600 55-151 
B_Schelhaas@ifl-leipzig.de 

Judite Nascimento 
Departamento de Ciència e Tecnologia 
Universidade de Cabo Verde 
Campus do Palmarejo Praia, Santiago 
Cabo Verde 
( 00238 2621054) 
E-mail: judite.nascimento@adm.unicv.edu.cv 

Honorary chairs 
Vincent Berdoulay Département de Géographie 
Laboratoire Société, Environnement, Territoire 
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Université de Pau et des Pays de l‘Adour 
Domaine Universitaire 
64000 Pau, France 
(33) 5 59 40 72 59 
E-mail: vincent.berdoulay@univ-pau.fr 

Jacobo García-Álvarez 
Departamento de Humanidades: Historia, 
Geografía y Arte Universidad Carlos III de 
Madrid 
C/ Madrid 126, Edificio 14, despacho 14.2.13 
28093 Getafe Spain 
(34) 91 624 92 13; 
E-mail: jacobo.garcia@uc3m.es 

Other honorary members 
Michael Heffernan School of Geography 
University of Nottingham University Park 
Nottingham, NG7 2RD United Kingdom 18 
01 15 84 66144 
E-mail: Mike.Heffernan@nottingham.ac.uk 
Jean-Yves Puyo Département de Géographie 
Laboratoire Société, Environnement, Territoire 
Université de Pau et des Pays de l‘Adour 
Domaine Universitaire 
64000 Pau 
France 
(33) 5 59 40 72 77 
E-mail: jean-yves.puyo@univ-pau.fr 

Charles W. J. Withers Institute of Geography 
University of Edinburgh Drummond Street 
Edinburgh EH8 9XP (44) 131 650 2559 
E-mail : c.w.j.withers@ed.ac.uk 

Joao Carlos Garcia Departamento de Geografía 
Facultade de Letras Universidade do Porto 
Via Panorâmica s/n 4150-564 Porto Portugal 
(22) 6077189 
E-mail: jgarcia@letras.up.pt 

Jan Vandersmissen 
Centre d‘Histoire des Sciences et des 
Techniques Université de Liège 
17 place Delcour 
4020 Liège Belgium 
(32) 479 930749 
E-mail: Jan.Vandersmissen@ulg.ac.be 

 

The Commission Business Meeting takes place 

normally once a year during the Commission 
symposium for the Geographical Congresses or 
UGI Regional Conferences. The last one was in 
Rio de Janeiro, July 2017. 
https://web.univ-
pau.fr/RECHERCHE/UGIHG/ 

Over the aforementioned commission 
members, the Commission have a contacts‘ 
mailing list containing more than 500 recipients 
in all the continents. 

2. Activities since November 2016 – 
Conferences and networking 

In occasion of the IGU thematic conference 
Geographies for Peace/Geografías para la paz, 
La Paz (Bolivia) 23-25 April 2017, the 
Commission organized the following symposium: 

 PEACE IN HISTORY AND 
PHILOSOPHY OF GEOGRAPHY: 
WHICH POSSIBLE APPROACHES? 
Chair: Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg 

In the occasion of the ICHST 2017 in Rio de 
Janeiro, the Commission organized the 
following two symposia: 

1. Geography as an international science 
Chairs: Jacobo García-Álvarez (Carlos III 
University of Madrid), Jean-Yves Puyo 
(University of Pau), Mike Heffernan 
(University of Nottingham), Bruno 
Schelhaas (Leipzig Institut fur 
Landerkunde), Sergio Nunes (UFF) 

2. Critical, radical and postcolonial 
geographies and cartographies from early 
approaches to present-day debates Chairs: 
Perla Zusman (University of Buenos 
Aires), Federico Ferreti (UCD), Marcella 
Schmidt di Friedberg (University of Milan- 
Bicocca), André Reyes Novaes (UERJ). 

Rio de Janeiro, 2017 

Commission‘s publications 

Geographers, Biobibliographical Studies, vol. 
35 (2017), edited by Elizabeth Baigent and 
André Reyes Novaes 
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http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/geographers-
9781474290210/ 

3. Future plans 

For 2018, the Commission launched the 
following call for paper for symposia we are 
organizing: 

In occasion of the IGU regional conference in 
Quebec, August 2018: 

 Thematic symposium ―Linguistically or 
culturally non-dominant geographies‖ 

 Open sessions in the History of Geography 

The proceedings of the Rio 2017 symposia will 
be published in a collective book to be 
published by Springer, edited by B. Schelhaas, 
M. Heffernan, A. Reyes Novaes, M. Schmidt, 

F. Ferretti. The call for chapters has been 
opened and publication is expected for the end 
pf 2018. 

No changes in the Commission‘s structure are 
planned for next year Dublin, 7 December 
2017. 
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C16.22 Commission on Islands 2017 

 

Islands 

The Commission on Islands (C16.22) has been 
active for over a decade now, having been 
approved by the IGU Executive Committee at the 
IGU Brisbane Conference in July 2006. Since its 
inaugural conference was held in Taipei, Taiwan 
in 2007, the Commission has gathered scholars 
from around the world who are interested in 
studying islands as distinct geographical 
phenomena and in exploring its important roles 
for scientific research into issues on global 
change, sustainability, vulnerability and resilience 
research, cultural geography and humanities, 
political and economic geography, and other key 
aspects of development. Conferences and 
meetings have been organized by the first term of 
Steering Committee solely or jointly co-organized 
with IGC, or IGU regional conferences, or 
collaborative island studies professional 
organizations, such as International Small Islands 
Studies Association (ISISA) and Island 
Dynamics. Venues of meetings include Taipei, 
Taiwan (2007), Tunis, Tunisia (2008), Ven 
Island, Sweden (2010), Malta (2011), Cologne, 
Germany (2012), Penghu 

Archipelago, Taiwan (2013), Krakow, Poland 
(2014), Moscow, Russia (2015), and Matzu 
Islands, Taiwan (2016). A first meeting of the 
newly designated Steering Committee members 
is to be held partly in Leeuwarden and partly on 
the island of Terschelling, The Netherlands, in 
June 2018, co-organized with ISISA. Another 
meeting of the commission will be held later 
this year during a conference with Island 
Dynamics in Pongso no Tau (Orchid Island), 
Taiwan, in October 2018, co-organized with 
Island Dynamics. The following is a brief 
report on the Commission‘s recent activities. 

A. Membership 

Steering Committee (2017-2021) 

CHAIRPERSON 

Eric Clark 

Professor, Department of Human Geography, 
and, Lund University Centre of Excellence for 
Integration of Social and Natural Dimensions 
of Sustainability (LUCID), Lund University 

Sölvegatan 12, 22362 Lund, Sweden 
Tel. +46 – 730 91 94 96 
E-mail: eric.clark@keg.lu.se https://www.keg. 
lu.se/en/eric-clark 

VICE CHAIR 

Huei-Min Tsai 
Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of 
Environmental Education National Taiwan 
Normal University, Taipei 116, Taiwan 
Tel: +886-2-77346565; Fax: +886-2- 29325570 
E-mail: hmtsai@ntnu.edu.tw https://ntnu. 
academia.edu/HueiMinTsai 

Secretary-In-General 

Su-Hsin Lee 
Professor, Department of Geography 
National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei 
106, Taiwan Tel: +886-2-77341665; Fax: 
+886-2-23691770 
Email: shlee@ntnu.edu.tw http://www.geo. 
ntnu.edu.tw/en/people/bio.php?PID=13 

Members of Steering Committee 

Dr Bénédicte André 
Associate Lecturer, French and Francophone 
Studies Macquarie University 
North Ryde, NSW 2109 Australia 
Email: benedicte.andre@mq.edu.au https:// 
www.mq.edu.au/about_us/faculties_and_depart
ments/faculty_of_arts/d 
epartment_of_international_studies/staff/staff_e
urolang/dr_benedicte_andre 
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Dr Annette Breckwoldt 

Climate Sciences, Climate Dynamics, 
Knowledge and Technology Transfer Alfred 
Wegener Institute 
Bussestr. 27 
27570 Bremerhaven Germany 
Email: annette.breckwoldt@awi.de 
https://www.awi.de/en/about-
us/organisation/staff/annette-breckwoldt.html 

Dr Adam Grydehoj 

Research Associate 
University of Prince Edward Island Department 
of Island Studies Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
Island Canada 
Email: agrydehoj@islanddynamics.org http:// 
www.islanddynamics.org/ 

Professor Phil Hayward University of 
Technology Sydney 
Australia 
Email: Philip.Hayward@uts.edu.au https:// 
www.uts.edu.au/staff/philip.hayward 

Professor Patsy Lewis 

Regional Integration and Small States 
Development University of the West Indies, 
Mona, Jamaica 
Visiting Professor, Watson Institute for 
International and Public Affairs Brown 
University 
Providence, RI USA 
Email: patsy_lewis@brown.edu http://watson. 
brown.edu/people/faculty-fellows/lewis 

Dr Tessa Minter 

Assistant Professor, Cultural Anthropology and 
Development Sociology University of Leiden 

Pieter de la Court Building, Wassenaarseweg 
52, 2333 AK Leiden The Netherlands 

Email: mintert@fsw.leidenuniv.nl https://www. 
universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/tessa-
minter#tab-1 

 

Dr Jonathan Pugh Senior Research Fellow 
Newcastle University United Kingdom 
Email: jonathan.pugh@ncl.ac.uk http://www. 
ncl.ac.uk/gps/staff/profile/jonathanpugh.html#b
ackground 

Professor James A. Randall 

UNESCO Chair in Island Studies and 
Sustainability 
Professor of Island Studies at University of 
Prince Edward Island Charlottetown, Prince 
Edward Island 
Canada 
Email: jarandall@upei.ca 
http://www.upei.ca/arts/james-randall-
jarandall@upei.ca 

For the sake of continuity and to support the 
new Steering Committee members, previous 
members have kindly agreed to function as an 
Advisory Board during the 2017-2021 term. 

ADVISORY BOARD 

Chang-Yi David Chang 

Professor, Department of Geography National 
Taiwan University 
1, Sec. 4, Roosevelt Road, Taipei 106 , Taiwan 
Tel: +886-2- 33665827 Fax: +886-2- 23622911 
E-mail: changyi@ntu.edu.tw http://www 
.geog.ntu.edu.tw/ntu/d3/index.htm 

Godfrey Baldacchino Professor, Pro-Rector 
University of Malta 

Email: godfrey.baldacchino@um.edu.mt https:/ 
/www.um.edu.mt/profile/godfreybaldacchino 

Beate Ratter 

Professor, Geographical Institute (and GKSS 
Research Center) University Hamburg 
Arbeitsbereich Wirtschaftsgeographie, 
Bundesstra Be 55, 20146 Hamburg, Germany 
E-mail: ratter@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de 
https://www.geo.uni-
hamburg.de/en/geographie/mitarbeiterverzeichn
is/ratter .html 
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Steve Royle 

Professor, MRIA 
School of Geography, Archaeology and 
Palaeoecology Queen's University Belfast 
Belfast BT7 1NN, Northern Ireland, UK Email: 
s.royle@qub.ac.uk 
http://web.gg.qub.ac.uk/people/staff/royle/index
.html 

Costis Hadjimichalis Harokopio University of 
Athens Department of Geography 
70 EL. Venizilou St., Athens , 17671 Greece E-
mail: hadjimichalis@hua.gr 
http://www.hua.gr/tm_geo/menu_didaskontes_
en.htm 

Gerard Persoon 
Professor emeritus Environment and 
Development Leiden University 
P. O. Box 9518, 2300 RA Leiden, The 
Netherlands Email: g.a.persoon@ 
fsw.leidenuniv.nl 
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmemb
ers/gerard-persoon#tab-1 

Philip Steinberg 
Professor 
Department of Geography Tallahassee, FL 
32306-2190, USA E-mail: psteinbe 
@coss.fsu.edu 
http://garnet.acns.fsu.edu/%7Epsteinbe/research
.html 
http://garnet.acns.fsu.edu/%7Epsteinbe/acad.cv.
pdf 

Elaine Stratford 
Head of School 
Geography and Environmental Studies 
Hobart Campus, Geography-Geology Building, 
Room 425 University of Tasmania, Tasmania, 
Australia 
E-mail: Elaine.Stratford@utas.edu.au http:// 
fcms.its.utas.edu.au/scieng/geog/pagedetails.asp
?lpersonId=240 
http://www.geog.utas.edu.au/geography/staff/st
ratford/e_stratford.htm 

Randy Thaman 

Professor of Pacific Island Biogeography The 
University of the South Pacific Faculty of 
Islands and Oceans 
Laucala Campus, Fiji 
E-mail: thaman_r@usp.ac.fj http://www.usp. 
ac.fj/index.php?id=2485 

François Taglioni 

Director of Research 
Institute of research on development BP 172 
97492 Sainte-Clotilde cedex, Reunion island E-
mail : tagli@diplomacy.edu http://www. 
taglioni.net 

B. Meetings 

Meetings organized by the commission in 
2016-17. 

May 2016 

International Workshop on Islands and Our 
Future Earth: Bridging Local and Global 
Knowledge on Transformative Pathways to 
Sustainable Future 

20 May 2016, National Taiwan Normal 
University, Taipei, Taiwan 

Sponsor: Ministry of Science and Technology 
(MOST 104-2621-M-003-003) Organizers: 
Research Project on ‗Land- Ocean Interactions 
in Islands and Issues of Environmental 
Governance‘ 

Keynotes and panelists 

1. Heinz Gutscher (President of the Swiss 
Academy of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Member of the Scientific 
Committee of Future Earth, and Emeritus 
Professor of Social Psychology, 
Department of Psychology, University of 
Zurich): More than Change – Pathways to 
Scale up Transformation 

2. Ilan Chabay (Senior Advisor for Global 
Sustainability Research at Institute for 
Advanced Sustainability Studies, Potsdam 
Germany and Chair of KLASICA- 
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Knowledge, Learning, and Societal Change 
Alliance): Enabling Collective Behavior 
Change for Sustainable Futures: A Case 
Study and Action Research Agenda 

3. Eric Clark (Professor, Department of 
Human Geography, and, Lund University 
Centre for Sustainability Studies, 
LUCSUS, Sweden): Political Economic 
Hurdles on Transformative Pathways to 
Sustainable Island Futures 

4. Jing-Shoung Hou (Dean of College of 
Applied Arts and Sciences, National 
Formosa University): Isolated Space and 
Landscape: Four Islands of Southern 
Penghu Archipelago 

5. Shyi-Liang Yu (Professor, Department of 
Tourism and Leisure, National Penghu 
University of Science and Technology): 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation to Climate 
Change in Penghu Islands. 

6. Su-Hsin Lee (Professor, Department of 
Geography, National Taiwan Normal 
University): Rebirth of Border Island? - 
Destructive Compensations on Leiyu (Little 
Kinmen) 

7. Ren-Fang Chao (Assistant Professor, 
Department of Tourism and Leisure, I-
Shou University) Local 
Intermediary Organization for 
Environmental 

Protection (LIOE) and Community-based 
Island Tourism Governance on Green 
Island 

8. Chengheng Hu (Assistant Professor, 
Department of Forestry and Nature 
Conservation, Chinese Culture University, 

Taiwan): Coastal Ecological Knowledge: 
Fish Landscape among Tau (Yami) 

9. Syaman Lamuran (Post-Doctoral 
Researcher, Graduate Institute of 
Environmental Education, National Taiwan 
Normal University): Traditional 
Knowledge and Risk Management on 
Pongso-no- Tau (Orchid Island) 

10. Huei-Min Tsai (Associate Professor, 
Graduate Institute of Environmental 
Education, National Taiwan Normal 
University): Reconnecting 

June 2016 

IGU Joint Symposium of Commissions on 
Island, Political Geography, and 
Geomorphology & Society: Earth, Society, 
Islands, and the Political Economy in the 
Changing World in Matzu, 26-28 June 2016 

Meetings planned for 2018 

The changing futures of islands 

16th ISISA Islands of the World Conference 

10 – 14 June 2018, Leeuwarden – Terschelling, 
The Netherlands Themes of the conference are: 

- Identity and people 

- Geography and nature 

- Economic development 

- Governance  
https://www.waddenacademie.nl/nl/symposium
isisa2018/ 

Island Dynamics Conference Indigenous 
Communities, Indigenous Spaces: Tradition 
and Change in a Globalising World 
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1-5 October 2018, Pongso no Tao, Taiwan 
Themes include: 

• strategies for Indigenous empowerment 
• sense of place and space 
• visions of Indigenous futures 
• relations between Indigenous peoples and 

state and non-state actors 
• maintenance of tradition in times of change 
• decolonising methodologies 
• language, translation, and rewriting 

indigeneity 
• the role of the sacred in the Information 

Age. 

http://www.islanddynamics.org/indigenouscom
munities.html 

C. Networking 

The Commission continues its productive 
networking and collaborations with the 
International Small Islands Studies Association 
(ISISA) and Island Dynamics. 

B. Publications (selected) 

IGU Islands 2016 

Island Studies Journal, 12(2), 2017 

Su-Hsin Lee, Wen-Hwa Huang and Adam 
Grydehøj (2017) Relational geography of a 
border island: local development and 
compensatory destruction on Lieyu, Taiwan. 
Island Studies Journal, 12(2), 97-112. 

IGU Islands 2015 

Yu, Shyi-Liang, Ying-Chien Chu and Huei-Min 
Tsai (2016) Environmental Changes and 
Building Resilient Community in Penghu 
Islands. Journal of Marine and Islands 
Cultures. 2016(5) 126-132. 

Wu, Chia-Chi and Huei-Min Tsai (2016) 
Capacity Building for Tourism Development in 
a Nested Social-Ecological System - A Case 
Study of the South Penghu Archipelago Marine 
National Park, Taiwan. Ocean & Coastal 
Management 123(2016) 66-73. 
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IGU - Islands 2013 (Theme Issue) 

Tsai, Huei-Min and Sun-Kee Hong. (2014) 
Island Development: Local Governance under 
Globalization. Journal of Marine and Island 
Cultures, Vol. 3 (2) 41-42. 

Tsai, Huei-Min and Bo-Wei Chiang ( 2014) 
Enclosing Resources on the Islands of Kinmen 
and Xiamen: from War Blockade to 
Financializing Natural Resources. Journal of 
Marine and Island Cultures, Vol. 3 (2) 69-77. 

Wu, Chia-Chi and Huei-Min Tsai( 2014) A 
Capital-Based Framework for Assessing 
Coastal and Marine Social-Ecological 

Dynamics in Penghu Archipelago, Taiwan. 
Journal of Marine and Island Cultures, Vol. 3 
(2) 60-68. 

Clark, Eric (2013) Financialization, 
Sustainability and the Right to the Island: A 
Critique of Acronym Models of Island 
Development. Journal of Marine and Island 
Cultures, Vol. 2 (2) 128-136. 

Baldacchino, Godfrey and Huei-Min 
Tsai(2014) ‗Contested enclave meta-
geographies: the Offshore Islands of 
Taiwan‘, Political Geography, 40 
(2014):13-24. 
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C16.24 Commission on Land Degradation and Desertification 2017

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES:  

Andrea Vacca (Chair) and Owen Graham 
(Secretary) 

December 2017 www.comland.org 

 

APPENDIX: Report from iCOPFires                                 

The Commission on Land Degradation and 
Desertification (COMLAND) is a Commission 
of the International Geographical Union (IGU). 
See http://igu-online.org/ for further 
information on the IGU. 

PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF COMLAND 

Most environments are affected by common 
factors that favour and increase land 
degradation processes. Two main topics are 
widely responsible: a) climatic conditions and 
changes, and b) anthropic impacts through land 
use. There is an urgent need to achieve a better 
practical and theoretical understanding of land 
degradation processes which affect the world's 
landscapes. In order to achieve these objectives, 
the working plan of the Commission is as 
follows: 

 To promote and coordinate 
interdisciplinary research on land 
degradation and desertification in our 
changing global environment; 

 To study the effects of environmental 
change, both natural and human induced, 
and their implications for land degradation 
and desertification; 

 To conduct regional case studies under 
different climatic regimes and 
environmental risks (forest fires, floods, 
river channel changes, soil-erosion, water 
depletion, water quality), study the 
planning and design of conservation 
measures and the potential conflict between 

ecological sustainability and economic 
viability; 

 To alert authorities as to the importance of 
adequate surveillance of land degradation 
processes; 

 To develop and communicate the best 
techniques for monitoring changes and 
collecting data, and 

 To sponsor and support activities leading to 
exchange of information regarding land 
degradation and desertification. 

I STEERING COMMITTEE 

Chair: 

Associate Prof. Andrea Vacca, Italy 
Department of Chemical and Geological 
Sciences University of Cagliari 
Cagliari, Sardinia avacca@unica.it 

Members: 

Secretary: 
Mr. Owen Graham, Australia 
Formerly Sydney Metropolitan Catchment 
Management Authority (retired) 
Sydney, Australia owen.comland@gmail.com 

Prof. Greg Okin, USA Dept. of Geography 
University of California – Los Angeles Los 
Angeles, California okin@ucla.edu 

Dr. Gregor Ollesch, Germany 
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research - 
UFZ Dept. of Soil Physics 
Magdeburg gregor.ollesch@ufz.de 

Associate Prof. Pawel Prokop, Poland Polish 
Academy of Sciences 
Krakow pawel@zg.pan.krakow.pl 

Prof. Hugo Romero, Chile Department of 
Geography University of Chile Santiago 
hromero@uchilefau.cl 
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Prof. Kate Rowntree, South Africa Department 
of Geography Rhodes University 
Grahamstown k.rowntree@ru.ac.za 

Associate Prof. Xavier Úbeda, Spain 

GRAM (Environmental Mediterranean 
Research Group) Department of Physical 
Geography and Regional Analysis Faculty of 
Geography and History 
Universitat de Barcelona Barcelona 
xubeda@ub.edu 

Associate Prof. Lea Wittenberg, Israel 

Dept. of Geography and Environmental Studies 
University of Haifa 
Haifa leaw@geo.haifa.ac.il 

Dr. Matija Zorn 
Anton Melik Geographical Institute 
Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of 
Sciences and Arts Ljubljana 
matija.zorn@zrc-sazu.si 

Completed tenure on Steering Committee: 

 Prof. Paul Hudson, Netherlands (completed 
2016) 

 Prof. Takashi Oguchi, Japan (completed 
2016) 

New Steering Committee Member: 

 Dr. Matija Zorn, Slovenia (appointed 2016) 

II COMLAND MEMBERSHIP 

COMLAND MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTRY 
(as at December 2017) 

(country unknown) 30 
Australia 27 
USA 23 
Poland 19 
China 17 
United Kingdom 15 
Israel 12 
Germany 11 

Iceland 11 
Italy 9 
Brazil 6 
Netherlands 6 
Spain 6 
South Africa 6 
Austria 5 
France 5 
Portugal 5 
Hungary 4 
India 4 
Japan 4 
Armenia 3 
Belgium 3 
Chile 3 
China, Rep. (Taiwan) 3 
Korea, Rep. 3 
New Zealand 3 
Slovenia 3 
Canada 2 
Finland 2 
Thailand 2 
Albania 1 
Argentina 1 
Bangladesh 1 
China (Hong Kong) 1 
Greece 1 
Iran 1 
Ireland 1 
Mexico 1 
Mongolia 1 
Singapore 1 
Sweden 1 
UAE 1 
TOTAL 264 

 

The COMLAND Membership list is regularly 
updated with new members and deletions of 
others where emails are consistently rejected 
(bounced) for approximately 2 years. 
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People are welcome to join COMLAND by 
sending their name, affiliation, country and 
email via the ―Contact‖ page on the 
www.comland.org website. Members will be 
sent emails on an irregular basis advising of 
meetings and other relevant matters including 
messages from the IGU. 

III ACTIVITIES 

COMLAND continues to be an active IGU 
Commission, and since the 2008 IGU Congress 
in Tunis has been productive from the 
standpoint of the organization of meetings, 
publications, awards, and in the addition of new 
Members and Steering Committee Members. 

Proposed Iceland Meeting: 

A planned workshop, meeting and field trip in 
Iceland had been scheduled in mid 2017. This 
activity was cancelled in early 2017 for 
institutional reasons. Subsequently, the 
COMLAND Secretary visited professional 
colleagues in Reykjavik with the view to scoping 
a revised activity in SW Iceland in 2019. This was 
privately funded. If this proposed activity receives 
local approval and support, it is likely that the 
model for a workshop, meeting and field trip that 
was successful in recent meetings in may be 
adopted. 

ICOPFIRES Barcelona (February 2017) 

The International Congress on Prescribed Fires 
(ICOPFIRES) in Barcelona (1-3 February 
2017) was formally supported by COMLAND. 
The profile of the Congress was helped by 
COMLAND endorsement and publicity on our 
website homepage increased awareness. A 
report on this activity is in the Appendix. 

International Conference on Geomorphology 
(ICG) – Delhi (November 2017): 

COMLAND held an open Business Meeting at 
the ICG Conference. Steering Committee 
membership vacancies were discussed with the 
guiding principles of membership including but 
not limited to being of a geographic spread, 

gender equity, support of COMLAND activities 
and Objectives and ability to contribute to 
COMLAND activities. 

COMLAND co-hosted an ICG Session with the 
Commission on Hazard and Risk (S39). There 
were 12 scheduled papers over the half day 
session. All scheduled papers were delivered. 
Moreover, there were 3 posters scheduled, of 
which 2 were delivered. 

COMLAND Members attended both pre and post 
Conference field trips in a variety of locations. 
The various field trips covered different 
environments and allowed detailed consideration 
of a range of geomorphic features and associated 
issues for land degradation study. 

COMLAND provided financial sponsorship to 
the ICG Organisers specifically to assist the 
Young Geomorphologists section of the 
program. COMLAND‘s contribution was 
acknowledged in the Opening Ceremony and 
delegates were advised that two Young 
Geomorphologists were able to attend and 
contribute as a result of this funding. The 
COMLAND logo was prominently displayed 
on Conference banners. 

IGU Regional Conference – Quebec (August 
2018): 

COMLAND is proposing to co-host a Session 
with the Commission on Hazard and Risk at the 
IGU Regional Conference in Quebec, Canada 
in August 2018. 

IGU Commission on Agriculture and Land 
Engineering (AGLE) – Conference 2018: 
COMLAND has agreed to liaise with the IGU 
AGLE Commission with the view to holding a 
joint conference, meeting and field trip in 
Australia in late 2018. Developments will be 
communicated directly to COMLAND 
members and via the COMLAND website. 

Other events 

There are proposals for COMLAND meetings 
and field trips in several locations in 2019 and 



- 180 -

 177 

2020. These will be publicized when further 
developed and agreed to by the Steering 
Committee. 

IV COLLABORATION WITH OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS: 

International Association of 
Geomorphologists & Indian Institute of 
Geomorphologists: Active collaboration and 
support of ICG Conference (Delhi 2017) – 
Chairing of Session S39, participation in field 
trips and financial sponsorship of ICG for 
Young Geomorphologists program. 

Environment Institute of Australia and New 
Zealand (EIANZ): 

Following the successful Tasmanian Meeting 
and field trip (October 2014), COMLAND has 
maintained liaison with the EIANZ with the 
view to investigating the potential for future 
collaborative events. 

Other IGU Commissions: 

COMLAND has a working relationship with 
the Commission on Hazard and Risk and is 
developing such relationship with the 
Commission on Agriculture and Land 
Engineering. 

 COMLAND and the Commission on 
Hazard and Risk held a successful joint 
Papers Session at the IAG Delhi 
Conference in November 2017. 

 COMLAND and the Commission on 
Hazard and Risk are proposing a joint 
Papers Session at the IGU Quebec 
Conference in August 2018. 

 COMLAND and the Commission on 
Agriculture and Land Engineering have 
agreed on holding a joint conference and 
field trip in late 2018. 

V PUBLICATIONS 

COMLAND continues to publish papers from 
its sponsored sessions and conferences, with 
most appearing in international peer reviewed 
journals. 

A selection of papers from the COMLAND 
Meeting in Slovenia (June 2016) are being 
edited and compiled for a special edition of the 
Journal of Land Degradation and Development. 
The edition title will be: ―The Role of Historic 
Impacts on Modern Environmental Processes 
and Management‖. 

Publication is expected in early 2018. The guest 
editors are Drs Paul Hudson and Matija Zorn. 

VI AWARDS 

Several important contributors to land 
degradation research have been awarded by 
COMLAND. The COMLAND Award is 
intended to express appreciation to individuals 
or groups for their special contributions to 
COMLAND and land degradation science. 
COMLAND‘s Premier Award is for 
Distinguished Research on Land Degradation 
and is open to both individuals and institutions. 

Awards may be granted by the Steering 
Committee or considered upon submission 
receipt. Submissions are generally only 
considered if applicants can demonstrate a track 
record of supporting COMLAND and its 
Objectives. 

COMLAND Award 

 Owen Graham, Australia, 2015 

 Matija Zorn, Slovenia, 2016 

VII WEB SITE 

COMLAND has recently completely updated 
and revised its own website, which contains 
information on its structure, activities, past and 
future meetings. The website was revamped in 
2013 and is now maintained on a commercial 
platform by Owen Graham (Secretary of 
COMLAND). The address is: 
www.comland.org 

The COMLAND website contains information 
that includes upcoming and past meetings, the 
Steering Committee, awards, reports and 
publications. 
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Appendix: Report from iCOPFires - an event supported by Comland 

International Congress on Prescribed Fires (iCOPFires) 

From the 1st to the 3rd of February of 2017, 
Barcelona hosted the International Congress 
on Prescribed Fires (iCOPFires). The 
International Congress on Prescribed Fires 
(iCOPFires) was co-organised by the Catalan 
Fire and Rescue Service, the University of 
Barcelona and Pau Costa Foundation. And it 
had the support of important scientific and 
academic associations as: COMLAND, 
CREAF, CTFC, UdL and UMH. 

Around 300 scientists and practitioners with a 
variety of specializations and affiliations 
contributed to an interdisciplinary and 
heterogeneous congress, to discuss about current 
scientific and fire management challenges: 

9The best practices on using prescribed fires as 
a management tool. 

 The spatial and temporal scales of the 
prescribed fire effects, immediately after 
fire, short-terms effects, medium and long-
term effects. At different spatial scales from 
molecular changes, plot studies to 
catchments and landscape studies. 

 The influence of forest fires and their 
intensity and recurrence in Carbon cycling 
and climate change analysis. 

 The use of models to predict changes and 
recovery after fire. 

 Successful initiatives of practitioner 
associations and national strategies to 
conduct prescribed fires. 

 Societal perception, history and the roles of 
administrations. 

Two field trips took place during the meeting: 

A pre-conference fieldtrip co-organized by the 
Forest Sciences Centre of Catalonia and the 
GRAF team (Forest Fire Area of the Catalan 
Fire and Rescue Service). The participants 
visited the 1998 Solsones Wildfire, that 
consumed 27.000 Ha with an extreme 
behaviour. The current understory fuel 
management treatments being applied in the 
area were evaluated and discussed. 

The conference fieldtrip to Olesa de Montserrat 
region where the GRAF team executed a 
prescribed burn, on a Life Project1 plot. These 
practices are common in Catalonia as part of the 
firefighting training programs an also as a tool for 
forest management. The attendees participated in 
a series of onsite workshops to discuss the 
prescribed burn objectives and organization, the 
fire regimes and fire ecology of the Olesa de 
Montserrat region, the post-prescribed fire effects 
and the human dimension a societal acceptance. 

A special issue on the Science of the Total 
Environment journal is being prepared with 
contributions from the conference participants. 
Guest editors are X. Úbeda (University of 
Barcelona, P. Pereira (Mykolas Romeris 
University) and D. Badia (University of Zaragoza). 

If you are in a fire prone region with good 
international access, you could contribute to 
expand the fire community and help it move 
around the world by hosting future iCOPFires 
editions. 
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C16.25 Commission of Landscape Analysis and Landscape Planning 
2017 

 

Members of Commission: 

Chair: 

Professor, Dr. Nodar Elizbarashvili (Georgia) - 
Head of Department of Regional Geography 
and Landscape Planning of Tbilisi State 
University, Vice-President of Geographical 
Society of Georgia; Address: 0179, 
Chavchavadze av.3, TSU, Tbilisi, Georgia; 

Phone:+ (995 599) 410804; Fax: +(995 32) 
2253313; E-mail: nelizbarashvili@ 
yahoo.com. 

Vice Chair: 

Professor, Dr. Kirill Chistyakov (Russia) - 
Head of Department of Physical Geography and 
Landscape Planning of St.-Petersburg State 
University, Vice-President of Geographical 
Society of Russia; 

Address: 199178 V.O., 10 line, d. 33., St-PSU, 
St-Petersburg, Russia; 

Phone: +7812-3233913; Fax: +7812-3284159; 
E-mail: kirill.chistyakov@gmail.com 

Members: 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Marine Elbakidze (Ukraine) - 
Docent of Faculty of Geography, Ivan Franko  
National University of L‘viv, Ukraine; School 
for Forest Engineers, Faculty of Forest 
Sciences, Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences, Skinnskatteberg, Sweden .Address: 
Chornovola 95-53, 79020 Lviv, Ukraine; 
Phone: +380322527064, E-mail: 
marine.elbakidze@smsk.slu.se 

Professor, Dr. Per Krister Angelstam (Sweden) 
- Professor of Faculty of Forest Sciences of 
Swedish University of Agricultural sciencies; 
Address: PO Box 43, SE-739 

21Skinnskatteberg, Sweden; Phone: + 46 
(0)70-2444971, Fax:+46(0)222-34971, E-mail: 
per.angelstam@slu.se 

Professor,Dr. Ramiz Mammadov (Azerbaijan) - 
Director, Institute of Geography of Academy of 
Sciences of Azerbaijan; Address: Baku, 
370143, Gusein Djavid av.31, Azerbaijan; 

Phone: (99412) 4393541, Fax: (99412) 4393541; 
E-mail: ramiz.mamedov@geo.ab.az 

Professor, Dr. Ashot Khoetsyan (Armenia) - 
Professor of Yerevan State University; Address: 
Koghbatsy 2 str. apt. 56, 0010 Yerevan, 
Armenia; 

Phone: (374 91) 41-36-68, fax:(374 10) 55-46-
41; E-mail: akhoetsian@ysu.am 

Professor, Dr. Sung-Kyum Kim (South Korea) - 
Dept. of Landscape Architecture and Rural 
System 

Engineering, College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences, Seoul National University, KOREA. 
President of ALCA - Asian Cultural Landscape 
Association. Address: 599 Gwanak-ro, 
Gwanak-gu, Seoul, 151-921, KOREA, Phone: 
82-10-6700-2121, E-mail: sung@snu.ac.kr 

Professor, Dr. Rana P.B. Singh (India) - Head 
of Department of Geography, Faculty of 
Science, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi 
(India); Vice-President & Chief Editor ALCA - 
Asian Cultural Landscape Association (South 
Korea). Address: New F-7, Jodhpur Colony, 
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, UP 
221005 (India); 

Phone: (Res.): [+091]-542-2575 843. (Off): 
[+091)-542-670-1387 & -1386. Fax: 

[+091]-542-2368010. Mobile cell: [+091]-(0) - 
9838 119474, E-mail: ranapbs@gmail.com 
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Dr. Heino Meessen (Switzerland) - Senior 
Research Scientist of Centre for Development 
and Environment of Bern University. Address: 
Hallerstrasse 10, CH-3012, Bern, Switzerland; 
Phone: +41(0)316318822/3059; Fax: 
+41(0)316318544, E-mail: heino.meessen@cde. 
unibe.ch 

Prof. Dr. Recep Efe (Turkey) - Department of 
Geography, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, 
Balikesir University, 10145-Balikesir-Turkey, 
Tel: +90-532 247 4807, E-mail: recepefe 
@hotmail.com 

Dr. Eugene Lopatin (Finland) - Research 
Manager of School of Forest Sciences of 
University of Eastern Finland. Address: P.O. 
Box 111, FI-8010, Joensuu, Finland.       
Phone: +358 (0)50 4422923, Mobile: +358-
468-10-15-14, E-mail: eugene.lopatin 
@metla.fi 

Pablo Garrido (Espana) - Forest Engineer & 
Biologist. School for Forest Management. Faculty 
of Forest Sciences. Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences. PO Box 43, SE-739 21, 
Skinnskatteberg, Sweden. Mobile: +46(0)72-
7367773, E-mail: Pablo.garrido@slu.se 

New Members of Executive committee 
(2017): 

Prof. Volker C. Radeloff (USA) - SILVIS Lab, 
Dep. of Forest and Wildlife Ecology, 
University of Wisconsin – Madison, USA; E-
mail: radeloff@wisc.edu / (608) 263-4349 

Dr. Nicola Todorov (Bulgaria) – University od 
Sofia ―St. Clement Ochridsky‖, Address: Av. 
Car Osvoboditel, 15, 1504 Sofia; Phone: 
02/9308448, mob.: 0887 34 84 20, E-mail: 
nikola_todorov01@abv.bg 

Partners: correspondent -members of the 
commission 

• Dr. Thomas Kogler - Switzerland 

• Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Vende - Germany 

• Assoc. Prof. Dr.Tengiz Gordeziani - 

Georgia 

• Prof. Dr. Zurab Davitashvili - Georgia 

• Prof. Dr. David Kereselidze - Georgia 

• Prof. Dr. Iosif Salukvadze - Georgia 

• Prof. Dr. Giorgi Gogsadze - Georgia 

• The academician Tengiz (Gizo) Urushadze 
- Georgia 

• Dr.Nugzar Zazanashvili – Georgia 

• Dr. Giorgi Sanadiradze - Georgia 

• Assoc.Prof. Dr.Giorgi Meladze - Georgia 

• Prof. Dr. Farda Imanov - Azerbaijan 

• Dr. Saida Zeinalova - Azerbaijan 

• Prof. Dr. Valerian Snytko - Russia 

• Prof. Dr. Yury Badenkov - Russia 

• Prof. Dr. Vladimir Alekseenko - Russia 

• Prof. Dr. Vitaly Bratkov - Russia 

• Dr. Grigory Isachenko – Russia 

• Dr. Alexander Khoroshev - Russia 

• Prof. Dr. Hovik Sayadanyan- Armenia 

• Dr. Mariam Aghyan - Armenia 

• Commission of Landscape analysis and 
Landscape planning (C16.25) of the 
international geographical union (IGU) 
within academia members of Tbilisi State 
University in 2017 - Basis of the new 
scientific and transdisciplinary journal - 
Caucasus: environmental and society 
(ces@tsu.ge) 

1. Participation in conferences 

• International Conference "EUROGEO" / 
Netherlands /. A methodology for 
geographical field research has been 
presented in the form of poster and article 
as a result of membership in the European 
Geographic Union. 2017 

• Participating in the Brussels Workshop, 
submitting an application for Horizon 2020. 
with the following topic: Raising Research 
Excellence for Nature and Landscape 
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Conservation in Georgia and Armenia. 

• Transdisciplinarity for Sustainable Tourism 
Development in the Caucasus Region 
(CaucaSusT) APPEAR Project, worshop in 
Abastumani 2016. 

• Transdisciplinarity for Sustainable Tourism 
Development in the Caucasus Region 
(CaucaSusT) APPEAR Project, worshop in 
Tbilisi 2016 - 2017. 

• International Interdisciplinary Conference 
(2016)―Pilgrimages in India: Celebrating 
Journeys of Plurality and Sacredness‖; at 
Indiana University Gateway, AIIS 
Gurgaon, India: 3~4 March; delivered 
special lecture as ACLA Vice-President on 
―Kashi and Cosmos: Spatial Manifestation 
and Five Pilgrimage Journeys of Banaras‖, 
and chaired a session. 

• International conference: Landscape 
dimensions of sustainable development: 
science- planning-governance. Dedicated to 
the 70th Anniversary of Professor Nikoloz 
/Niko/ Beruchashvili, Tbilisi, 4-6 october 
2017 

Tbilisi, 2017, Commission members: Prof. Dr. 
Ashot Xoetsjan, Dr. Heino Meessen, Prof. Dr. 
Nodar Elizbarashvili 

• Republican scientific conference on 
―Demographic development, prospects of 
population settlement and regional 
problems in the Republic of Azerbaijan‖ 
was held in Sheki on 13-14 September, 
2016. 

• Scientific-practical conference on 
―Mountain Geosystems of Azerbaijan: 
problems and perspectives‖ in Baku on 
March 29, 2017. 

• First Azerbaijan-Turkey Geographical 
Days was carried out. 2017 

• Republican scientific conference on 
―Human and environmental relations‖ 
dedicated to the 110th anniversary of 
academician Hasan Aliyev took place in 

Lenkaran on June 16-17, 2017. 

2. Contacts with other commissions of IGU 

• Land Degradation and Desertification 
Commission 

• Mountain Commission 
• Commission of Cultural Approach in 

Geography 
• Commission of Karst 

3. Cooperation with other international 
organizations 

WWF, UNESCO, UNDP (GEF), EUROGEO, 
STCU, GTZ, CAMP (Central Asian Mountain 

Partnership), ALCA, UNEP (TEEB), SNSF 
(Swiss National Science Foundation, The 
Mountain Research Initiative), NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHY, IODE, NCCR-JACS (National 
Centre of Competence In Research North-
South), IFLA (International Federation of 
Landscape Architects), Agro polis 
International, Montpellier, France; Centre for 
Development and Environment (CDE), Bern, 
Switzerland etc. 

4. The main publications for 2016 - 2017 

Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G., (2017). 
Methodology of Landscape planning of Urban 
Agglomeration. Monography. – Tbilisi, 287 p. 

• Elizbarashvili N., Kupatadze B., (2017). 
100 Sights of Georgia. Tbilisi, 107 p. 

• Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G., (2016). The 
geodemographic analysis of cities of south 
and east Georgia. Materials of Conference: 
Perspectives of regional development. – 
Tbilisi, pp. 62-68. 

• Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G., (2016). 
Condition of Forest landscapes of Tbilisi – 
Rustavi agglomeration. ―Forest bulletin‖, 
pp. 33 – 41. 

• Elizbarashvili N., (2016). Fundamentals of 
Appled Geography. Texbook. – Tbilisi, 
Universal, - 502 p. 
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• Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G.,(2017). 
Structure of Population of Tbilisi – Rustavi 
agglomeration. In: Science and 
Technologies, #1 (724), pp. 54 - 61. 

• Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G., Meladze M., 
Svanadze D. (2016). Goals of Landscape  
Planning of Tbilisi and Expected 
Outcomes. In: Geography: development of 
science and education. Part I. Collective 
monograph on materials of the annual 
International scientific and practical 
conference LXIX Gertsenovsky readings, 
devoted to the 115 anniversary since the 
birth of Stanislav Vikentyevich Kalesnik, 
St. Petersburg, RSPU of A.I. Herzen, on 
April 21-23, pp. 209 – 212. 

• Elizbarashvili N., Meladze D., Meladze M., 
Meladze G. (July, 2016). Global warming: 
changes of Agroclimatic zones in humid 
subtropical, mountainous and high 
mountainous regions of Georgia. 
International Journal of current Research. 
Vo. 8, Issue 07, pp. 55403-35409. (Index 
Copernicus, Universal Impact Factos, 
Global Impact Factor, Google scholar) 

• Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G. (2016). Natural 
potential of agro-landscapes of Tbilisi-
Rustavi urban agglomeration. Materials of 
international Scientific Conference: Modern 
technologies to produce ecologically pure 
products for sustainable development of 
agriculture. – Tbilisi, 2016, p.151-154. 

• Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G. (2016). 
Demographic Development of Tbilisi (Past, 
Present, Future). - Current Topics in Social 
Sciences. Chapter 54, St. Climent Ohridski 
University Press, Sofia. ISBN-978-954-07-
4135-2. pp.633-644. 

• Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G., Meessen H., 
Koler T., (2016). Initial Stage of Modern 
Demo Geographic Crisis ni Racha (Central 
Caucasus mountains, Oni Municipality). In: 
Mountain research and Sevelopment. pp. 
235 – 247. 

• Khoetsyan A. Khachatryan S. Principls of 
landscape planning in mountainous regions 
, Yerevan 2016, Asoxik, p.205. 

• Khoetsyan A., Babayan T., Khachatryan S. 
Geografical principles of natural 
environment improving, as a 
methodological basis for landscape 
planning. /Monography/ 

• Khoetsyan A., Babayan T., Khachatryan S. 
Specific features of landscape planning in 
mountainous areas. Landscape dimensions 
of sustainable development: science-
planning- governance proceedings of 
international conference dedicated to the 
70th Anniversary of Professor Nikoloz 
/Niko/ Beruchashvili 4-6 october 2017, 
423-429. 

• Landscape dimensions of sustainable 
development: science-planning-governance 
proceedings of international conference 
dedicated to the 70th Anniversary of 
Professor Nikoloz /Niko/ Beruchashvili 4-6 
october 2017, 430-433. 

• Khoetsyan A., Babayan T., Khachatryan S. 
Management of the natural processes in the 
landscape and landscape approach to 
territorial organization. Landscape 
dimensions of sustainable development: 
science-planning-governance proceedings 
of international conference dedicated to the 
70th Anniversary of Professor Nikoloz 
/Niko/ Beruchashvili 4-6 october 2017 434-
437. 

• Singh, Rana P.B. 2016 a. Understanding 
Place & Envisioning the Cosmos; in, 
Rodrigue, Barry; Grinin, Leonid and 
Korotayev, Andrey (eds.) From Big Bang 
to Galactic Civilization: A Big History 
Anthology, vol. 2, Education & 
Understanding: Big History around the 
World. Primus Publications, New Delhi: 
pp. 117~126. 

• Singh, Rana P.B. 2016 b. Urban Heritage 
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and Planning in India: A Study of Banaras; 
in, Dutt, Ashok K.; Noble, Allen G.; Costa, 
Frank G.; Thakur Rajiv R. and Thakur, 
S.K. (eds.) Spatial Diversity and Dynamics 
in Resources and Urban Development (vol. 
II),: Springer Science +Business Media, 
Dordrecht, New York: pp. 423~449. 

• Singh, Rana P.B. and Rana, Pravin S. 2016 
c. Indian Sacred Natural Sites: Ancient 
traditions of reverence and conservation 
explained from a Hindu perspective; in, 
Verschuuren, Bas and Furuta, Naoya (ed.): 
Asian Sacred Natural Sites: Ancient 
Philosophy and Practice in Conservation 
and Protected Areas. Routledge, Taylor 
and Francis, London and New York: 
45~56. 

• Singh, Rana P.B. 2016 d. Geographical 
Thoughts in Ancient India: Envisioning 
Cosmology and Nature; in, Chakrabarti, 
Dilip K. and Lal, Makhan (eds.) History of 
Ancient India, vol. 

10. ‗Science and Technology‘. Aryan Books 
International, New Delhi (for Vivekanand 
International Foundation, New Delhi): ca 
197-210. 

• Singh, Rana P.B. and Rana, Pravin S. 2016 
e. Sacred Geography of Hindu Holy Places; 
in; Chakrabarti, Dilip K. and Lal, Makhan 
(eds.) History of Ancient India, vol. 11. 
‗Religion, Philosophy, Literature‘. Aryan 
Books International, New Delhi (for 
Vivekanand International Foundation, New 
Delhi): ca 225-248. 

• Singh, Rana P.B. and Rana, Pravin S. 2016 
f. Heritagescapes of India: Contemporary 

Scenario and Programmes for Conservation; in 
Sardella, Ferdinando; Larsson, Göran, and 
Enstedt, Daniel (eds.) Images and the Cognitive 
Worlds: Festschrift to Prof. Åke Sander. LIR 
Gothenburg University Press, Gothenburg: ca 
59-66. 

5. Participation in field expeditions 

• International Field Study course (2017). 
Sustainable development of Mountain 
Regions, Georgia, Lagodechi district. 

• Field expeditions in the North-Eastern 
forest regions of the Republic of Armenia 
in the framework of studies on sustainable 
management of land use and forest 
ecosystems. 

• During 2016-2017, field studies of 
surveying and experiencing cultural 
landscapes in northern part of India 
(especially religious sites in landscape 
purview), southern part of China, and 
north-western part of Japan (Gifu, and 
Shikoku). 

6. New ideas about further work of the 
commission 

• Landscape governance and Landscape 
service 

• Landscape planning of Urban territories 

• Further regional studies on landscape 
analysis and planning of Mountain Regions 

• Sustainable development of Mountain 
Landscapes and Landscape planning 

• Developing the holistic idea of Landscapes 
– Natural, Cultural and Mixed-up, and 
further to get it comprehended in regional 
traditions; also active collaboration with the 
institutions and organizations, and also 
individuals that deal with the facets of 
Landscapes – theoretical or planning. 

B. Meetings 

• International workshop (2017): Sustainable 
development of Mountain Region. Bern, 
Switzerland. 

• Summer School ―Research for 
Development and Publishing Workshop―. 
SCOPES Project ―Supporting sustainable 
mountain development in the Caucasus 
(Sustainable Caucasus)‖. 
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• First Caucasus Mountain Forum: Bridging 
Science and Practice for Sustainability. 
Tbilisi, 2017. 

• International workshop – 2017: 
Transdisciplinarity for Sustainable Tourism 
Development in the Caucasus Region 
(CaucaSusT, www. caucasust.boku.ac.at – 
Teacher Workshop 1, Austrian 
development agency, TSU, ASPU, BOKU) 

• FAO Workshop on Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) for 
Europe and Central Asia. Rome, 2017, Italy 

• International Workshop - GOFC-GOLD 
Caucasus Network Kick-off Meeting and 
GOFC- GOLD Regional Networks Summit 
(NASA, GOFC-GOLD, Wisconsin Un-i, 
USA, Tbilisi, 2017 

• ACLA-APELA International workshop: 
2017. ‗Cultural Landscape as National 
Identity: illustrating Asia‘. Seoul, KOREA. 

Mission of Commission in 2016 - 2020: 

• Methodology of Landscape planning of 
urban territory, 

• General methodology of landscape 
planning, 

• Trans boundary Landscape analysis and 
Planning in Caucasus (Georgia-Turkey-
Russia- Armenia-Azerbaijan). 

• Preparation and realization of the project: 
the Alps and Caucasus 

• Publication of Study course: Sustainable 
development of Mountain Regions (in 
2018) 
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C16.26 Commission on Land Use and Land Cover Change 2017

A. MEMBERSHIP 

Steering committee 

Matej Gabrovec (chair) 
Anton Melik Geographical Institute, Research 
Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences 
and Arts Ljubljana, Slovenia 
E-mail: matej@zrc-sazu.si 

Ján Feranec (vice-chair) 
Institute of Geography, Slovak Academy of 
Sciences Bratislava, Slovakia 
E-mail: feranec@savba.sk 

Monica Ştefania Dumitraşcu 
Institute of Geography, Romanian Academy 
Bucharest, Romania 
E-mail: stefania_dumitrascu@yahoo.com 

Mehtab Singh 
Department of Geography, Maharshi Dayanand 
University Rohtak, India 
E-mail: msrana241@gmail.com 

Ernan Rustiadi 
Faculty of Economics & Management, Bogor 
Agricultural University Bogor, Indonesia 
E-mail: ernan@indo.net.id 

Koichi Kimoto 
Center for Common Educational Programs, 
Kwansei Gakuin University Nishinomiya, 
Japan 
E-mail: k.kimoto@kwansei.ac.jp 

Uragoda Appuhamilage Chandrasena 
Faculty of Social Sciences, University of 
Kelaniya Colombo, Sri Lanka 
E-mail: uac_c@ yahoo.com 
 

Luca Simone Rizzo 
Centro interdipartimentale di Ricerca e Servizi 
"Giorgio Lago", University of Padova Padova, 
Italy 
E-mail: lucasimone.rizzo@unipd.it 

Lucie Kupková 
Faculty of Science, Charles University Prague, 
Czechia 
E-mail: lucie.kupkova@gmail.com 

Bernd Cyffka 
Catholic University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt 
Eichstätt, Germany 
E-mail: bernd.cyffka@ku.de 

Nicolai Dronin 
Geography Department, Lomonosov Moscow 
State University Moscow, Russia 
E-mail: ndronin@gmail.com 

Secretary and web page administrator 
Matjaž Gerńiţ 
Anton Melik Geographical Institute, Research 
Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences 
and Arts Ljubljana, Slovenia 
E-mail: lucc@zrc-sazu.si 

Corresponding members 

There are 154 corresponding members in the 
Land use/cover changes IGU commission. We 
can find out the country origin for 65% of them. 

Country 
Number of 

corresponding 
members 

Country 
Number of 

corresponding 
members 

Czechia 16 the Netherlands 2 
Japan 16 Poland 2 

Slovakia 8 Romania 2 
China 7 Australia 1 

Austria 6 Bulgaria 1 
Germany 5 Ecuador 1 

South Africa 4 Finland 1 
Italy 3 France 1 

Russia 3 Greece 1 
Slovenia 3 Jamaica 1 
Taiwan 3 Canada 1 
Turkey 3 Norway 1 

Indonesia 2 Portugal 1 
Ireland 2 Switzerland 1 

Lithuania 2   
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B. MEETINGS 

Last meetings 

CHINA, Beijing, 22.–25. 8. 2016 

On August 22-25, 2016, the 33rd International 
Geographical Congress was organised in 
Beijing. There were five sessions organised in 
frame of the congress: 

 Comparative Study on Land Cover and 
Land Use Change and Their Driving Forces 
in Different Regions, 

 Evaluation of Dominant Trends of Human 
Impact on Land Use/Land Cover Changes 
as in Multi- Levels (State as Regional and 
Local Levels) 

 Policies and Economic Conditions Impact 
on Urban, Agricultural and Forestry 
Landscapes Change 

 Land Use/Land Cover (LU/LC) Change 
Mapping in Multi-Scales: Data and 
Methodology 

 Land Cover/Land Use Databases and Data 
Sharing 

Altogether, there were 15 LUCC timeslots and 
74 presentations have been in the programme. 
Beside these sessions, there were LUCC related 
topics discussed at several sessions of other 
commission as well. 

The LUCC Commission Steering Committee 
was also organised in frame of the congress. 
New steering committee members were 
proposed and future activities were discussed. 

INDIA, Hyderabad, 17.–19. 3. 2017 

The conference has been co-organised by the 
IGU LUCC commission. It was hosted by the 
Department of Geography& Geoinformatics, 
Osmania University, Hyderabad from17-19 
March, 2017 at the Marri Channa Reddy 
Human Resource Development Institute at 
Jubilee Hills in Hyderabad, India. 

A total number of 306 papers were presented in 
25 technical sessions and in plenary session. 
Over 400 participants took part in the 
deliberations of the conference. Of this number 
345 represented 25 states of India. Around 28 
International participants from 15 countries 
(Japan, China, Russia, Switzerland, South 
Africa, Poland, Italy, Sri Lanka and others) also 
attended. 

The main themes focused on Biodiversity and 
Climate Change, Natural Hazards and Disaster 
Management, Urban Planning and 
Infrastructure, Urban Morphology and 
Hierarchical System, Urban Transportation and 
Waste Management, Natural Resources and 
Environment , Sustainable Development Goals, 
Urban Health, Youth, Gender and Society and 
Urban Safety and Governance. 

Simultaneously with the Conference, an 
International Training Workshop on Big Data 
for Science and Sustainability in Developing 
Countries was also held. It was organized by 
the representatives from the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences. Around 57 participants took part in 
this workshop. 

ROMANIA, Bucharest, Tulcea, 11.–15. 9. 
2017 

Romanian Academy and the Faculty of 
Geography, University of Bucharest as local 
organisers. 

The IGU Thematic Conference gathered four of 
the IGU Commissions: Land Use/Cover 
Change, Local and Regional Development, 
Biogeography and Biodiversity and Health and 
the Environment. The Romanian Committee for 
Future Earth – Research for Global 
Sustainability and the Romanian National 
Geographical Committee were also partners of 
this scientific event. 

LUCC Commission co-organized the IGU 
Thematic Conference on Land Use/Cover 
Changes, Biodiversity, Health and 
Environment, Local and Regional 
Development. The event took place in 
Bucharest and Tulcea (Romania) and was 
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hosted by the Institute of Geography of the The 
main rationale of the IGU Thematic Conference 
was to bring together scientists and 
stakeholders from various connecting fields in 
order to address different effects of ecosystems 
changes, to set-up mitigation and adaptation 
strategies and contribute with scientific 
information to local/regional land use, planning 
and environmental policies. 

About 85 participants from 20 countries 
(Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Czech 
Republic, Germany, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 
Israel, Italy, Japan, Poland, Romania, Russia, 
Belgium, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South 
Africa, Spain and Turkey) attended the event. 

The opening ceremony and plenary lectures 
were held in the Aula of the Romanian 
Academy, while the paper presentations, poster 
presentations and roundtables in Tulcea. 

The main topics of this event were as 
following: Land Use/Cover Change and Land 
Degradation; Impacts of Land Use/Cover 
Changes on Biodiversity Loss; Causes and 
Consequences of Land Use/Cover Changes; 
Biodiversity Conservation and Management; 
Extreme Weather Events; Socio-Territorial 
Vulnerabilities and Impacts on Public Health; 
Environmental Changes and Human Health: 
Impacts and Inequalities; Distribution of Health 
Resources; Access to Health Care and Spatial 
Justice; Local Resources and Regional 
Specialization; Local and Regional 
Development: Socio-economic Disparities; 
Spatial Development and Territorial Cohesion; 
Cross-border Cooperation and Neighbourhood 
Policies; Governance and Policies in Planning; 
Land Use and Biodiversity. 

The IGU-LUCC Commission organized two 
sessions (10 oral presentations/3 posters) on 
September 12th. The thematic sessions & 
roundtable discussions were focused on the 
complex issues the Danube Delta Biosphere 
Reserve is facing: land-use changes and 
impacts on biodiversity, local and sustainable 
development, isolation and difficult 

accessibility to health services, water and 
sanitation. 

 

Two types of excursions were organised for the 
participants during and after the IGU Thematic 
Conference. Thus, during the Conference, a 
scientific boat trip to the Danube Delta 
Biosphere Reserve was organised on September 
13th and a field trip in the Dobrogea Region and 
the Black Sea Coast on September 14th. During 
these two field trips, significant scientific 
information was provided by experts from the 
Danube Delta National Institute for Research 
and Development, as well as by representatives 
of the two organisational institutions. 
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After the Conference, between 15 and 16 
September, an optional post-conference 
excursion was organised to the Romanian 
Carpathian Mountains and the hilly region of 
the Subcarpathians. 

A volume including abstracts, conference 
programme, and fieldtrip guide was published. 
The online version is available at: 

http://igutc2017.geoinst.ro/wp-
content/uploads/2017/05/IGU_TC_Book_of_A
bstracts_Field_Guidebook.pdf. The scientific 
journal of the Institute of Geography, Romanian 

Journal of Geography (www.rigeo.ro), has 
offered to publish a special issue with selected 
conference papers. There have also been 
discussions on the publication of a book on 
trans-disciplinary topics. 

Overall, the main scope of the IGU Thematic 
Conference was to connect land use and 
biodiversity in order to understand the 
relationships between ecosystems and socio-
economic systems, ecosystem services, and the 
potential risks and benefits to regional 
development and human health and welfare. 

The event benefited from the travel grant 
subsidy of the IGU which covered the expenses 
of 3 researchers attending LUCC sessions. 

 

 

Plenary session in the Aula of the Romanian Academy 
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International Geographical Union 
COMMISSION ON LAND USE/COVER 
CHANGE 

Forthcoming meetings 

INDIA, Guwahati, 8.–10. 2. 2018 

The IGU LUCC Commission will collaborate 
in the organisation of the 28th North East India 
Geographical Society (NEIGS) Biennial 
Conference which will be organized at B. 
Borooah College in Guwahati The theme of the 
seminar is Environmental and Sustainable 
Livelihood. 

RUSSIA, Moscow, 4.–6. 6. 2018 

At the Thematic Conference on Practical 
Geography and XXI Century Challenges in 
Moscow LUCC sessions will be organised as 
well. 

CANADA, Québec, 6.–10. 8. 2018 

The International Geographical Union and the 
Canadian Association of Geographers will 
organize IGU Regional Conference and Annual 
Meeting of the Canadian Association of 
Geographers in Quebec City. The IGU LUCC 
commission plan to organise 4 to 6 sessions at 
this conference. 

SLOVENIA, Koper, September 2019 

The LUCC commission is planning to organize 
a thematic conference on Traditional Cultural 
Landscapes and their transformation in Koper 
in September 2019. In frame of this topic the 
importance of the preservation of these 
landscapes from the point of view of the 
biodiversity on one hand and local and regional 
development on the other will be discussed. 
The commissions on Local and Regional 

Development, Mediterranean Basin and on 

Biogeography and Biodiversity have agreed to 
participate. The conference will be organised by 
Anton Melik Geographical institute of the 
Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of 
Sciences and Arts and the University of 
Primorska with cooperation of the Slovenian 
Geographical Association. 

C. NETWORKING 

By the organisation of thematic conference in 
Romania the LUCC commission has 
collaborated with the commission on Local and 
Regional Development, Biogeography and 
Biodiversity and Health and the Environment. 
By the organisation of future conference in 
Koper in 2019 the cooperation with the 
Commission on Mediterranean Basin has 
started as well. 

D. PUBLICATIONS 

Dumitraşcu, M., Grigorescu, I., Dumitrache, L. 
(eds) 2017: IGU Thematic Conference on Land 
Use/Cover Changes, Biodiversity, Health and 
Environment, Local and Regional 
Development: Programme, book of abstracts, 
field guidebook. Bucureşti: CD PRESS. 
Available at: http://igutc2017.geoinst.ro/wp- 
content/uploads/2017/05/IGU_TC_Book_of_A
bstracts_Field_Guidebook.pdf 

IGU LUCC Commission Newsletter No. 19 

Available at: 
http://lucc.zrc- 
sazu.si/Portals/31/Reports%20and%20newslett
ers/Newsletters/International%20Geographical
%20Union%2 
0COMMISSION%20ON%20LAND%20USE_
19_2.pdf 
URL of the IGU LUCC commission: 

http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/ 

 
 

 

 



- 193 -

 190 

C16.27 Commission Of Latin American Studies 2017 

 

PRESENTATION 

The International Geographical Union - 
Commission of Latin American Studies has the 
honor to present its annual report 2013 for the 
approval of its members and organizers of the 
Commission. 

At the Cologne International Congress of 
Geography 2012 held in August of that year the 
Commission for Latin American Studies was 
created in the General Assembly held at the 
University of Cologne, Germany. In the UGI 
there are 36 work commissions, 5 work groups 
and 1 special working group. 

The Latin American Studies Commission, has 
Latin America as an object of study in its space 
and in its time, the socio - spatial 
transformations that have been taking place in 
our continent, from a critical perspective with 
the endogenous (intra - continental) and 
exogenous relations with the other continents or 
subcontinents (North America and Europe). 

The mission of the Commission of Latin 
American Studies of the UGI is to "Constitute a 
social network producing Latin American 
Geographic Research with a critical vision from 
the academy and from the praxis, from the 
everyday that seeks to explore the rich ontology 
of the Latin American knowledge submitted in 
the geopolitics of knowledge in space - system 
time - world. The Latin American Studies 
Commission will be a platform for 
professionals in Latin American geography to 
obtain contributions of high theoretical and 
methodological level from the different 
geographies at the service of our peoples. " 

The XIV Meeting of Latin American 
Geographers of Lima 2013 was the first major 
event that was organized with the National 
Committee of Peru and where for the first time 
a Latin American event was sponsored by the 

UGI, although it should not be forgotten that in 
1956 it was held in the city of Rio de Janeiro  

the 18th International Congress of Geography 
and until 2011 there had not been an event in 
Latin America again and that is why we are 
going to support the candidacy of Lima to 
organize the International Geographical 
Congress of the year 2024. 

In the year 2014 we tried to meet the executive 
committee in person at an academic event in 
Chile and Bolivia but it has not been possible, 
we are applying for funds to hold an academic 
event and thus be able to finalize the meeting 
and continue with our planning as a 
commission in the XV Meeting of Latin 
American Geographers of Cuba 2015 we met. 

In 2015 we have also consolidated ourselves 
within the Latin American academy by 
formalizing an academic event in Mexico 2016 
and planning our commission to continue in the 
2016-2020 period. 

We have made contact with the AAG - 
American Association of Geographers, LASA - 
The Association of Latin American Studies and 
CLACSO - Latin American Council of Social 
Sciences, IPGH - Panamerican Institute of 
Geography and History. 

Now the Commission organized the XVI 
Meeting of Geographers of Latin America 
Bolivia 2017 that was held in the city of La Paz 
in April 2017 and days before the first one, the 
Peace Geography Conference will be organized 
with other UGI commissions and with the 
impulse of Elena Dellagnese from the UGI 
Executive Committee. 

Historically the UGI in Latin America was seen 
very far away and by its creation in Belgium 
and given the conjuncture of the King Leopoldo 
II that as governor had to the geography like a 
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Colonial instrument by the division of Africa in 
favor of the European countries and that 
remained in the collective memory of the 
geographers of the first part of the 20th century. 
After 

the Rio 1956 International Geography 
Congress, promoted by the French geographers 
who taught in the former University of Brazil 
today, the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, 
which was created in 1950. After that important 
event there have not been held an International 
Congress of Geography and there are exactly 60 
years without a global Geography event in 
Latin America. Separated mention is the 
Regional Conference of the Chile 2011 UGI 
that had many problems and contradictions 
between what stood out is that the place was a 
torture center in the military dictatorship of 
Augusto Pinochet and participation prices 
above the average of the cost of an event in 
Latin America and for them had little 
participation and an international and national 
boycott. 

There is a relationship in Latin America of a 
military geography because of the tradition of 
Latin American countries to create their 
national military cartographic institutes, and 
this has led many geographers, for example, to 
participate in the activities of the Pan American 
Institute of Geography and History due to the 
militarization of the geography and 
unfortunately the UGI was also involved 
because the few active representative centers in 
South America of the UGI specifically were the 
National or Military Geographic Institutes and 
then the distrust was repeated as happened with 
the IPGH. 

Finally we can report that we have done 
advocacy to bring the Geographical Union 
International to the geographers and 
geographers of Latin America and there is 
interest in universities, institutes, research 
centers, associations or societies of geographers 
to participate actively and be part of the work 
commissions , to participate in organized or 
sponsored events, to host upcoming events or to 

have a membership as a national committee and 
to date we have supported some countries to be 
members of the UGI which are: Venezuela, 
Bolivia, Ecuador; Others are in the process of 
being created, such as Costa Rica, Uruguay, 
Paraguay and Nicaragua, which we hope will 
present their application for membership to the 
UGI Executive Committee and will be 
approved at the General Assembly of the UGI 
in Istanbul during the 34th Turkey International 
Geographical Congress 2020 . 

We are in a slow process of consolidating the 
presence of the UGI in Latin America, we 
consider that it is necessary to insist on 
organizing a World Congress of Geographies or 
Regional Conference, unfortunately we must 
wait until 2026 or 2028 as they are the closest 
free dates. Also we are about to implement an 
own event of the Latin American UGI without 
the existence of misunderstandings with 
organizers of the EGAL, rather it is seen as a 
complement to other Latin American 
geographic events. 

We are grateful for the opportunity given to this 
idea to publicize the Geographies of Latin 
America in the International Geographical 
Union and we hope that from the beginning of 
our commission's activities we can include 
Latin American geographers much more in the 
activities of the UGI. 

Juan Manuel Delgado Estrada Chair 

Commission of Latin American Studies 
International Geographical Union 

1. MEMBERS 

The structure of the Commission of Latin 
American Studies of the International 
Geographical Union is as follows: General 
Assembly, Management Committee and 
Consultant Committee. 

The Management Committee of the 
Commission was proposed to the Executive 
Committee of the UGI in 2016 and ratified at 
the General Assembly of the UGI held at the 
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33rd World Congress of Geography in the city 
of Beijing, China. 

a. 2016 - 2020 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Juan Manuel Delgado; Internacional 
Geographical Union – Peru 
(President)  
juanmanueldelgado@gmail.com 
 
Adrián Flores Rangel; Anáhuac University – 
Northern Mexico, Mexico (Vice President) 
pegasusklein@hotmail.com 

Viviana Buitrón; Friedrich-Alexander 
University Erlangen-Nürnberg, Germany (Vice 
President) viviana.buitronc@gmail.com 

Javier Núñez Villalba; San Andres Mayor 
University, Bolivia (Secretary) jnunezvillalba 
@gmail.com 

Freddy Morales R; Coastal Ecosystem Research 
Center, Cuba (Member) freddy@ciec.fica.inf.cu 

José Becerra Ruiz; Central University of 
Venezuela (Member) jose.becerra.ruiz@gmail.com 

Lionel Rossini, National University of Colombia, 
GET – Transboundary Working Groups 
(Member) lionelrossini@gmail.com 

Assistants: 

- Madalina Lacramiora Popa (din Bucureşti 
Univerity, Romania) 

 popa.madalina.lacramioara@gmail.com 

- Jacquelin Fernández Ortiz (Heidelberg 
University, Germany) 

 jfernandortiz@gmail.com 

b. 2016 - 2020 CONSULTANT COMMITTEE 

- Horacio Capel; University of Barcelona, Spain 

 (Member) hcapel@ub.edu 

- María Teresa Paes; UNICAMP, Brasil 

 (Member) paes.tereza@gmail.com 

- Marcelo Lagos López; Pontificial Catholic 
University of Chile 

 (Member) mlagoslo@uc.cl 

- Gustavo Montañez; Externado University, 
Colombia 

 (Member) gumogo@gmail.com 

- Rene Rego; University of la Habana, Cuba) 

 (Member) rgrego@geo.uh.cu 

- Hugo Romero; University ofChile 

 (Member) hromero@uchilefau.cl 

2. MEETINGS 

In August 2016, we participated in the 33rd 
Beijing 2016 International Geographical 
Congress with 5 thematic axes and 25 
exhibitors among Latin American and Latin 
American geographers where the renewal of the 
Commission of Latin American Studies for the 
period 2016-2020 was requested, Which was 
approved during the general assembly of the 
event and this is a great challenge for Latin 
American geography. Unfortunately, Juan 
Manuel Delgado, who was a member of the 
Scientific Council of the Congress, was not able 
to participate due to an accident in his right leg, 
which made impossible his trip to China. 

In October 2016, we organized the 3erFOSS4G 
Peru 2016, which is a free geospatial software 
conference, and together with specialists from 
South America, it was agreed to organize a 
Latin American event that is pending to date. 

In February 2017 there was a virtual meeting 
between members of the Steering Committee of 
the Latin American Studies Commission led 
from La Paz, Bolivia to plan and adjust actions 
prior to the "Geography for Peace" Thematic 
Conference of April 2017, Juan Manuel 
Delgado, José Becerra, Adrián Flores and 
Javier Núñez executives of our Commission 
participated, coordinated the activities of 2017 
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especially the organization of the Thematic 
Conference. 

In April of 2017, the "Geography for Peace" 
Thematic Conference was held in the city of La 
Paz, Bolivia, with a participation of almost 35 
countries and 110 exhibitors among professors 
and students. It was co-organized with the vice-
president of the UGI the prof. Elena D'Algnesse 
and the UGI Political Geography Commission, 
as well as the commissions on History of 
geography; Of Tourism; Globalization, 
marginalization and regional and local 
responses; From African Studies who presented 
exhibitions and coordinated panels. 

It was supported by the Mayor University of 
San Andres, Bolivia and the Vice Presidency of 
the Plurinational State of Bolivia. As is well 
known, the low participation of Latin American 
geographers in UGI events was also reflected in 
our Thematic Conference, so it was decided 
that travel and registration facilities should be 
provided to Latin American geographers who 
sent their abstracts to obtain scholarships of 
travel and some cases also of inscription and it 
was achieved that the panels of: 

- Geography, and the construction of peace 
in Colombia / Territorial peace and the 
negotiation of cartographies. 

- Peace in Colombia a long way 

- Indigenous peoples, territories of Peace 

That were in danger because there was not a 
confirmation from almost half of the exhibitors 
that sent their summaries, knowing the 
importance of the signing of the Peace in 
Colombia between the government and the 
FARC sponsored by the ONU and being the 
longest armed conflict of the world with almost 
70 years of duration, we consider essential the 
participation of academics and researchers of 
these panels. 

A special case was the panel entitled "A road to 
peace between Chile and Bolivia", which was 
also a conjectural issue because there are no 

diplomatic relations between Chile and Bolivia 
since 1978 and in the framework of the Bolivian 
complaint for access to the sea before the Haya 
court and that there is an arbitration process. 

In the following days of April 2017 the XVI 
EGAL Bolivia 2017 was held, where 800 
geographers and geographers of Latin America 
participated in 12 thematic axes, our 
commission had a leading role as in the XIV 
EGAL Peru 2013, because with the Local 
Organizing Committee it was achieved a team 
work and we hope that in 2019 in the XVII 
EGAL Ecuador that work will also be achieved 
with the organizers because the Geographic 
Association of Ecuador who represents the UGI 
in Ecuador. It was the first event organized by 
our commission with other committees and it 
was a good experience because the presence of 
the UGI organizing academic events is very 
scarce. 

In 2018 it is planned to hold an academic event 
of the Latin American Studies Commission in 
the city of Lima or Cusco in Peru, we are 
talking with other work committees to agree on 
the topic to be presented. 

With the success of the Thematic Conference of 
Geographies for Peace held in 2017 and being 
days before the XVI EGAL Bolivia 2017, we 
have proposed to the Geographic Association of 
Ecuador that by 2019 the experience of 2017 be 
repeated, we will meet in Quito to see the 
subject in particular. 

In Colombia, where the peace process is in 
danger due to the presidential elections, local 
geographers have contacted us to explore how 
to co-organize an event in 2018 and continue 
with the Geography of La Paz theme. 

Finally we have received invitations from the 
Regional Geographic Conference of Quebec 
2018 where we will present a panel, at the 
Moscow Thematic Conference we will also 
present a panel and participate, in the coming 
weeks we will have both protests in detail. 
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Many of our partners belong to the Latin 
American Council of Social Sciences - 
CLACSO through the GT - Latin American 
Critical Latin American Geographic Thinking, 
CLACSO will organize the 1st World Forum of 
Critical Thinking in November 2018 and we 
will co-organize panels and exhibitions on 
topics of mutual agreement and interest. 

3. NETWORKS 

Communications have been established with 
the work commissions of the UGI to organize 
common academic events, with Latin America 
being the venue of the event with the following 
commissions: 

 Geography of Tourism, Leisure, and Global 
Change 

 Global Change and Human Mobility 

 Global Understanding 

 History of Geography 

 Local and Regional Development 

 Political Geography 

 Urban Commission: Urban Challenges in a 
Complex World 

 Commission on African Studies 

 Olympiad 

With the Working Group of the Olympics the 
incidence is being done so that more Latin 
American countries participate and send 
delegations to the International Olympics of 
Geography. Communications have been 
established to carry out agreements and 
organize activities in common with these 
international organizations, thematic networks 
such as the followings: 

PAIGH - Panamerican Institute of Geography 
and History of the OAS. It is an opportunity the 
election of Professor Patricia Solís as Vice 
President of the Commission of Geography of 
the PAIGH is an opportunity. In addition in 
2017 we have already worked with them in the 
Geography for Peace Thematic Conference, this 

2018 we will participate in financing research 
projects and seed capital for innovation 
projects. 

FLACSO - Latin American Faculty of Social 
Sciences we made contact in 2011 with the 
headquarters of Costa Rica to create courses, 
graduates, Masters and Diplomas but 
communications are very slow. With the 
incorporation of Ecuador to the UGI and the 
creation of the Geographic Association of 
Ecuador we could resume contact with that 
headquarters. There is a project to create 
FLACSO in Peru we are in meetings with the 
Peruvian government about it. 

CLACSO - Latin American Council of Social 
Sciences. In 2015 we won the prize to give a 
virtual seminar on Critical Latin American 
Geographic Thinking and now we lead the 
Working Group for the period 2016 - 2019 of 
"Critical Latin American Geographic Thinking" 
with the presence of almost 50 geographers and 
geographers from Latin America and Latin 
Americanisms. We will edit 3 books, a virtual 
magazine and organize 2 events together. 

CLAG - Conference of Latin Americanist 
Geographers. We have made contact with them 
and we are going to participate in the CLAG 
2017 Conference in the city of New Orleans in 
the USA there is a predisposition to carry out 
joint activities. Our partners will participate in 
the CLAG Costa Rica 2018 Conference and 
there we will explore future common actions to 
present a Dossier in your JCLAG magazine and 
co-organize an event. 

AAG - Association of American Geographers 
is the largest and oldest institution in our 
continent and we have made contact with the 
Special Working Group of Latin America and 
there is already a possibility to carry out an 
editorial project with your magazine and other 
activities in common. Our partners will 
participate in the New Orleans AAG Annual 
Conference 2018 and there we will explore 
future common actions. 
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LASA - Latin American Studies Association, 
The Association of Latin American Studies is 
the largest professional association in the world 
that brings together individuals and institutions 
dedicated to the study of Latin America. With 
more than 12,000 members and we are applying 
to be the institutional membership. Our partners 
will participate in the LASA Barcelona 2018 
Conference and there we will explore future 
common actions as we have many thematic 
related areas. 

OSGEO - Open Source Geospatial Foundation, 
in 2014 joined the ICA-OSGeo (OSGEO's 
global network of laboratories) and today we 
have a close and concrete relationship to hold 
events, conferences and training in the medium 
and long term. Our partners will participate in 
the FOSS4G Dar Es-Salam 2018 Conference 
and there we will explore future common 
actions to co-organize a Latin American 
FOSS4G event for 2020. 

EGAL, the Meeting of Geographers of Latin 
America that is the most important event in our 
subcontinent and of Portuguese language and 
Spanish as official was organized for the first 
time and sponsored by the UGI in XIV EGAL 
Lima 2013, in the XV EGAL Havana 2015 that 
agreement was achieved and now in the XVI 
EGAL La Paz 2017 we not only sponsor it but 
also organize it and that is very important 
because in the next event XVII EGAL Quito 
2019 we want to organize a thematic 
conference of the UGI. 

AUIP- Ibero-American University 
Postgraduate Association is an international 
non- governmental organization recognized by 
UNESCO. Currently it is integrated by almost 
185 prestigious institutions, we are creating 
together a Thematic Network of Geopolitics 
and Social Sciences directed by the National 
University of San Marcos, Pedagogical 
University of Colombia, Complutense 
University of Madrid and University of 
Barcelona. 

We have explored the programs ISSC - 
International Council of Social Sciences and 
ICSU - International Council for Science but 
we are expecting the implementation of the 
merger of these 2 institutions which we 
consider an opportunity for us. 

4. PUBLICATIONS 

 Latin American Thought Collection 

In 2013, an editorial project was started with 
the National Committee of Peru and the 
University of San Andres of Bolivia to carry 
out an editorial project of translations of 
Brazilian geographers into Spanish starting with 
Carlos Walter Porto Gonçalves and the most 
important thing is that this project includes the 
Most recognized geographer of Latin America: 
Milton Santos, the collection will be called 
Latin American Geographical Thought that we 
already presented at the Meetings of 
Geographers of Latin America 2013 and 2017, 
We are preparing the project to reedit and 
compile the most important Latin American 
geographer of the 20th century who is Milton 
Santos + (Brazil) is the only Latin American 
winner of the Vautrin Lud Prize, International 
Geography Prize, something like the Nobel 
Prize in Geography, we have traveled to Brazil 
and talked with family members and the 
meetings have been successful with respect to 
editorial rights 

With CLACSO, we talked about carrying out 
an editorial project for Digital Magazine only 
with geographers and geographers because 
Geography in Latin America is still a discipline 
that is not in the debate of the social sciences 
and that today is taken into account only by the 
Social Sciences when they enter the studies of 
environmental problems. In 2017, a book by 
Brazilian professor Ruy Moreira was published, 
entitled "What is geography?", And we are in 
the middle of editing two physical and virtual 
books on Latin American Critical Latin 
American Geographic Thought, the first will be 
theoretical and the second one will be a 
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C16.28 Commission on Local and Regional Development 2017 

 
A. MEMBERSHIP 

1. Steering Committee members 

 Chairperson of the Commission 

Jerzy Bański, Institute of Geography and 
Spatial Organization, Polish Academy of 
Sciences, 00‐818 Warszawa, Twarda 51/55, 
POLAND, +48 602391453, 
jbanski@twarda.pan.pl; 

Vice Chair 

Benjamin Ofori Amoah, Department of 
Geography, Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo MI 49008‐5433 USA, (269) 
387‐3410, ben.ofori@wmich.edu; 

Steering Committee Members 

Peter Baklanov Pacific Institute of Geography, 
7 Radio Street, Vladivostok, 690041, RUSSIA, 
(423) 231‐21‐59, pbaklanov@tig.dvo.ru; 

Ton Dietz, African Studies Centre Leiden, 
Faculty of Social Sciences, Wassenaarseweg 
52, PO Box 9555, 2300 RB Leiden, THE 
NETHERLANDS, +31 (0)71 527 3376, 
dietzaj@ascleiden.nl; 

Ines Grigorescu, Institute of Geography, 
Romanian Academy, 12 Dimitrie Racovita, 
023994 Bucharest, ROMANIA, +40 
213135990, inesgrigorescu@yahoo.com; 

Michael Sofer (honorary member), Department 
of Geography and Environment, Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Bar‐Ilan University, 
Ramat‐Gan, 52900, ISRAEL, +972‐3‐531‐ 
8773, soferm1@mail.biu.ac.il; 

B.  Srinagesh Department of Geography, 
Osmania University, Hyderabad, Tarnaka, 
Hyderabad 500007, INDIA, +(91) 
‐40‐27017192, geosri74@gmail.com; 

Atsushi Taira, Faculty of Education, Kagawa 
University, Saiwai‐cho 1‐1, Takamatsu, 
Kagawa, 760‐8522, Japan, +81‐87‐832‐1405, 
JAPAN, taira@ed.kagawa‐u.ac.jp; 

Eberhard Weber, School of Geography, Earth 
Science and Environment, The University of 
the South Pacific, Laucala Campus, Suva, FIJI, 
(+679) 323 2542, weber_e@usp.ac.fj; 

Carmen Vazquez Varela, Department of 
Geography and Spatial Planning, University de 
Castilla‐La Mancha, Avda. de los Alfares, 44 – 
16002 Cuenca, ESPANIA, +34 969179100, 
Carmen.Vazquez@uclm.es; 

Corresponding Members 

The structure of corresponding members was 
indicated on the basis of their email addresses. 
Currently, the Commission counts a total of 313 
members (in the case of 13 email addresses, no 
country of origin has been established) from 47 
countries (see fig. 1 and 2). It should indicate 
the unfavorable phenomenon of the small 
number of members from Africa and South 
America. The activities of the Committee will 
focus on attracting new members representing 
countries on these continents. 

USA 14 

United Kingdom  14 

United Arab Emirates 2 

Ukraine  1 

Turkey  3 

Switzerland  3 

Sweden 4 

South Africa  4 

Slovenia  1 
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Slovakia  1 

Singapur  1 

Serbia  4 

Russia 25 

Romania  12 

Portugal  1 

Poland 22 

Peru  1 

Nigeria  1 

New Zealand  4 

Netherlands  5 

Moldova  2 

Mexico  1 

Lithuania  1 

Japan  11 

Italy  10 

Israel 33 

Ireland  5 

Indonesia  1 

India  11 

Hungary  3 

Hong Kong  2 

Germany  16 

France  9 

Finland  5 

Fiji 1 

Ethiopia  1 

Estonia  3 

Espania  6 

Denmark  4 

Czechia  14 

Croatia  1 

China 20 

Canada  7 

Bulgaria  1 

Brasil  9 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 1 

Australia  13 

Fig. 1. Number of Corresponding Members by country, 2017 
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Fig. 2. Spatial location of Corresponding Members and Steering Committee Members

B. MEETINGS 

1. Annual meetings organized during the period 2016‐2017 

Date Title Place Number of 

sessions 

Number of 

papers 

Number of 

participants 

 

August 16‐20, 2016 

IGU Commission on Local 
and Regional Development 

Conference 

 

Vladivostok 

 

4 

 

16 

 

20‐25 

August 

21‐25, 2016 

33rd International 

Geographical Congress 

Beijing 11 55 + 29 posters 100‐120 

September 

11‐15, 2017 

IGU Thematic 

Conference 

Bucharest, 

Tulcea 

4 (12*) 15 (60*) 25‐30 (70*) 

 

*In total; the conference was organized by 
Commissions on Land Use/Cover Changes, 
Biodiversity, Health and Environment and 
Local and Regional Development. 

 

 

2. A brief summary of the topics addressed 
at meetings and the findings 

The main topics of the conference in 
Vladivostok covered four key issues: 
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 the roles of various types of urban 
settlement in contemporary regional 
development; 3new initiatives for 
intra‐regional and international 
development in resource‐rich regions; 

 transformative local development in the 
rural space; 

 public policy options and local initiatives 
for regional development in the Russian Far 
East and elsewhere. 

The subject of the conference in Beijing was 
wider due to the larger number of participants 
representing different research specializations. 
The sessions focused on the following issues: 

 strategy and planning in local development; 

 theory and methodology in local and 
regional studies; 

 local and regional processes and results; 

 local and regional processes in China; 

 peripheral territories; 

 role of new ideas and innovations in local 
and regional development; 

 local and regional potentials and resources. 

The conference in Bucharest/Tulcea brought 
together representatives from four 
Commissions: Land Use/Cover Changes, 
Biodiversity, Health and Environment and 
Local and Regional Development. The rationale 
of the conference was to bring together 
scientists and stakeholders from various fields 
to address different effects of ecosystems 
changes, to set‐up mitigation and adaptation 
strategies and contribute with scientific 
information to local/regional land use, planning 
and environmental policies. The topic of the 
conference focused on the relationships 
between ecosystems and socio‐economic 
systems, the potential risks and benefits to 
regional specialization and human welfare. 
Participants discussed the problem on how 

human activities and global environmental 
changes affect terrestrial and freshwater 
ecosystems, human well‐being and public 
health, what are the feedback and the potential 
local and regional futures. 

The current regional development policy is 
drifting away from directly supporting and 
stimulating regions in favour of establishing 
conditions for the spread of development of the 
so‐called growth poles. The notion of 
interventionism is therefore confronted with the 
creation and stimulation of endogenous 
potential. The notions of “diversity” and 
“endogenous potential”, referring to the 
regions and the smaller territorial units, have 
become the key words, and intelligent 
specialisation has become the new paradigm of 
the future development. Local resources are of 
strategic importance. 

3. The plan of future meetings 

Date Type of 
meeting Place Theme 

August 

1‐4, 
2018 

Annual 
meeting 

Kalamazoo 

USA 

Appreciating Differences 
in Restructuring Local 

and Regional Economic 
Development 

August 
6‐10, 
2018 

IGU 
Regional 
Conference 

Quebec 
Canada 

In plans: join session with 
Commission on 
Marginalization, 
Globalization, and 
Regional 

and Local Responses 

June 
2019 

Annual 
meeting Fiji 

Local and regional 
development on remote 

Areas 

 

4 NETWORKING 

4. Collaboration with IGU commissions 

 The Commission was active in preparing 
and participating in The 10th IGU 
International Conference, Urbanization, 
Health and Well Being and Sustainable 
Development Goals, 17‐19 March 2017, 
Hyderabad, Dep. of Geography, Osmania 
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University. 

 The IGU Thematic Conference in 
Bucharest/Tulcea, September 11‐15, 2017, 
was prepared jointly with Commissions on 
Land Use/Cover Changes, Commission on 
Biodiversity and Commission on Health 
and Environment. 

 The Commission is included to the 
preparation of the XI IGU Commission 
Seminar, Environment and Sustainable 
Livelihood, 8‐10 February 2018, Guwahati, 
India. 

 During the IGU Regional Conference in 
Quebec is planned join session with 
Commission on Marginalization, 
Globalization, and Regional and Local 
Responses. The preliminary findings were 
discussed with the chairman of the 
committee prof. Steve Déry at a meeting in 
Warsaw 

5. Other collaboration 

Selected institutions and bodies cooperating 
with the commission during the period 
2016‐2017: Dep. of Geography, Osmania 
University (conference), Department of 

Geography, B. Borooah College, Guwahati 
(conference), Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo (conference), Institute of 
Geography, Romanian Academy and Faculty of 
Geography, Bucharest University (conference), 
Institute of Geography and Spatial Organization 
Polish Academy of Sciences (web page 
preparation), Journal of Urban and Regional 
Analysis (publication). 

C. PUBLICATIONS 

1. Special journal issue 

Sofer M., Sorensen T., Bański J. (eds.), 2016, 
Journal of Urban and Regional Analysis, vol. 8, 
issue 2. (6 papers by commission members).In 
preparation: second volume of the JURA by 
Commission on Local and Regional 
Development IGU; eds. Sofer M., Sorensen T 
(expected at the end of 2017). 

The Commission plans to prepare a book under 
the working title: Dilemmas of regional and 
local development (Springer, Elgar or another 
publisher). 

2. URL of the commission‘s website. 

D. New website: http://igu‐clrd.igipz.pan. 
pl/home.html 

All publications by Commission are available 
on new webpage. 

E. ARCHIVAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

Copies of all materials and publications sent to 
the IGU Secretary General. 

F. THE MISSION, OBJECTIVES AND 
CONTINUATION 

The IGU Commission on Local and Regional 
Development provides an international forum 
for the study of issues related to such matters as 
local and regional development, reorganization 
of space, local development in the urban and 
rural space, and the role of institutions in the 
spatial organization. The interests of the 
Commission are exhibited in developing and 
developed regions and nations. Our mission is 
to advance international research, scholarship 
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and knowledge in a variety of domains 
concerning local and regional development 
through: 

 The development and dissemination of 
theoretical, conceptual and methodological 
frameworks concerning local and regional 
development; 

 the discussion of wide range of empirical 
and policy issues; 

 to widen of the scope of the debate on the 
topics of ―local and regional development‖ 
in different national and institutional 
contexts. 

The Commission is a dedicated group of 
scholars aiming to advance international 
knowledge of a variety of issues concerning 
local and regional development. The 
Commission's program involves organising 
meetings each year and expanding its 
intellectual network through academic 
conferences, publications and website. The 
Commission proposes to continue to be active 
through both its established international 
steering committee and by expanding its list of 
corresponding members. We have a number of 
plans and challenges, that we would like to 
pursue in the future. 
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C16.29 Commission on Marginalization, Globalization, and Regional 
and Local Responses 2017 

 

A Steering committee 2016-2020 

A Membership 

 Chair of the commission 
Prof. Steve Déry, 
Université Laval, Département de géographie 
2405, rue de la Terrasse, Québec, QUÉBEC 
Canada, G1V 0A6 
Phone: 1-418‐656‐2131 poste 5107 E-mail: 
Steve.Dery@ggr.ulaval.ca 

Steering committee members 
Dr. Firuza Begham Binti Mustafa, Senior 
Lecturer 
Department of Geography, Faculty of Arts and 
Social Sciences 
University of Malaya 50603 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia 
Phone: 79675536 
E‐mail: firuza@um.edu.my 

Prof. Borna Fuerst‐Bjeliń UNIVERSITY OF 
ZAGREB 
Faculty of Science, Department of Geography 
Marulišev trg 19/II,10000 Zagreb 
Croatia 
Web: www.pmf.unizg.hr/geog/borna.fuerst‐ 
bjelis 
Phone: +385 1 4895 428 
E‐mail: bornafb@geog.pmf.hr 

Prof. Ruth Kark 
Department of Geography Faculty of Social 
Sciences 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem Mount 
Scopus, Jerusalem 91905, Israel 
Telephone Home: 972‐2‐643‐4820 Fax: 
972‐2‐643‐4820 
E‐mail: mskark@mscc.huji.ac.il 

Prof. Daichi Kohmoto 
Associate Professor of Geography Nara 
University of Education Takabatake‐cho, Nara, 
630‐8528 Japan 
E‐mail: daichizu@gmail.com 

Prof. Dr. Kenneth Matengu 
Pro‐Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation and 
Development 
University of Namibia, 
340 Mandume Ndemufayo Ave Pionierspark, 
Windhoek, 
Namibia 
Phone: +264 61 206 3944 
Fax: +264 61 242644 
E-mail: kmatengu@unam.na 

Dr. Toivo Muilu 
Natural Resources Institute Finland (professor) 
Department of Geography (adjunct professor) 
Po Box 413 
FI-90014 University of Oulu Finland 
Phone: +358 29 532 6722 
E-mail: toivo.muilu@luke.fi 

Dr. Catherine Robinson, adjunct associate 
professor 
University of Queensland, Brisbane St Lucia, 
QLD 4072, 
Australia 
Phone: +61 7 3365 1111 
E-mail: Catherine.Robinson@csiro.au 

Prof. Claudio Urra Coletti Instituto de 
Geografía Facultad de Filosofía y Letras 
Universidad Nacional de Cuyo Mendoza – 
Argentina 
Phone: 
E‐mail: urra73@gmail.com 
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Commission Secretary 

Prof. Emeritus Walter Leimgruber 
Université de Fribourg/CH, Département de 
Géosciences, Unité de Géographie 4, chemin du 
Musée 
CH‐1700 Fribourg Switzerland 
Phone: ++41 26 300 90 10 (secr.), +41 26 402 
83 02 (private) 
Fax: ++41 26 300 96 47 (secretariate) E‐mail: 
walter.leimgruber@unifr.ch 

A 2 Members 

We currently have 323 members from 55 
countries on our member list, of which there are 
at least 90 female persons. 

Table 1: Number of members per country, 
December 2017 

Algeria 1 Malaysia 4 

Argentine 16 Mexico 3 

Australia 4 Namibia 1 

Austria 3 Nepal 22 

Bangladesh 1 Netherlands 2 

Bosnia 2 New Zealand 5 

Brazil 1 Nigeria 1 

Canada 4 Norway 3 

Chile 2 Poland 10 

China, PR 1 Portugal 10 

China Taipei 4 Qatar 1 

Croatia 20 Romania 3 

Czech Republic 6 Russia 1 

Denmark 1 Saudi Arabia 1 

 
Ethiopia 

1 Slovakia 1 

Finland 7 Slovenia 8 

France 5 South Africa 5 

Germany 8 South Korea 4 

Hong Kong 1 Spain 31 

Hungary 4 Sweden 15 

Iceland 1 Switzerland 11 

India 15 Tunisia 1 

Indonesia 1 Turkey 10 

Iran 1 UK 14 

Israel 6 USA 19 

Italy 9 Vietnam 1 

Ivory Coast 1 Zimbabwe 1 

Japan 10 TOTAL 323 

 

It should be noted that these numbers have 
increased in the last two years, compared to 
previous years. We have now members in 55 
countries, with larger numbers coming from 
Spain (31), Nepal (22), Croatia (20) and 
recently from the USA (19)(table 2). 

Table 2: Members and countries, 2013‐2017 (in 
number) 

Year Members Countries 

2013 307 51 

2014 301 51 

2015 306 51 

2017 323 55 

 

B Meetings 

Source: Annual reports, Commission on 
―Marginalization, Globalization and Regional 
and Local Response ‖ . 

The commission did organize one conference of 
its own and held two meetings in the contexts 
furnished by the IGU. 

2016 

It met during the 33rd International 
Geographical Congress in Beijing, August 21- 
25, 2016. Two paper sessions were held on 
August 23 with the topic Long Forgotten 
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Backward Spaces in the Focus of the Global 
Economy with a total of 12 papers. 

A conference took place in Slovenia (Ljubjana, 
Koper and Maribor), September 1‐5, 2016, 
offering an impression of the various landscape 
types of the country. 20 papers were given on 
the conference topic Regional Development, 
Sustainability and Marginalization. They were 
published in 2017 in the third volume of our 
Springer series Perspectives on geographical 
marginality, edited by Stanko Pelc and Miha 
Koderman (see below). 

2017 

The Commission also participated in the IGU 
Thematic Conference Geographies for Peace, 
La Paz (Bolivia), April 23‐25, 2017. It had 
proposed a session on Globalization as a source 
of marginalization; marginality as a source of 
tensions and conflicts. Two paper sessions and 
one poster session were eventually held, 
combined with other speakers, among others 
from the Commission on Global Change and 
Human Mobility (C16.17). Besides, a few 
papers had for some inexplicable reason been 
allocated to other sessions by the Conference 
organizers. A total of 10 papers and one poster 
were presented. 

C Networking 

Collaboration with other IGU Commissions and 
Task Forces For the La Paz conference, we 
had a partial collaboration with the 
Commission on Global Change and Human 
Mobility. 

Other collaboration 

We had no formal collaboration with other 
organizations, with the International Social 
Science Council or the International Council for 
Science. If a ―decade‖ of the Global 
Understanding is finally declared, we plan to 
place some of our activities within this 
framework. 

Also, in preparation for the IGU Regional 

congress to be held in Quebec City in August 
2018, formal contacts have been made by the 
chair with Jerzy Bański, chair of the 
Commission on Local and Regional 
Development (C16.28), and Dieter Müller, 
chair of the Commission Geography of 
Tourism, Leisure and Global Change (C16.14). 
They both agreed to organized joint sessions, 
eventually the three Commissions together. 

D Publications 

Newsletters, special journal issues, and books 
published in 2016‐2017 

We issue two Newsletters annually, one in 
June/July, the second in December. In addition, 
short NewsFlashes are a new means to inform 
members during the year of specific events or 
new publications. 

Books and other publications 

In 2016, Springer started the publication of a 
new series, Perspectives on geographical 
marginality. Three volumes have been 
published so far: 

Chand R. & Leimgruber W. (eds. 2016), 
Globalization and marginalization in mountain 
regions. Assets and Challenges in Marginal 
Regions, vol. 1 of the series Perspectives on 
Geographical Marginality, edited by Walter 
Leimgruber, Etienne Nel and Stanko Pelc, 
Springer 

Chand R., Nel E. and Pelc S. (eds. 2017), 
Societies, Social Inequalities and 
Marginalization. Marginal regions in the 21st 
century, vol. 2 of the series Perspectives on 
Geographical Marginality, edited by Walter 
Leimgruber, Etienne Nel and Stanko Pelc, 
Springer 

Pelc S. and Koderman M. (eds. 2017), Nature, 
tourism and ethnicity as drivers of 
(de)marginalization. Insights to marginality 
from perspective of sustainability and 
development, 
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vol. 3 of the series Perspectives on 
Geographical Marginality, edited by Walter 
Leimgruber, Etienne Nel and Stanko Pelc, 
Springer 

The first two volumes contained papers from 
our 2011 conference in Nainital (India), the 
third from the 2016 conference in Ljubljana, 
Koper and Maribor (Slovenia). 

The following two individual publications have 
been brought to our attention during the same 
period: 

Hiwasaki L., Culas C., Thai Thi Minh, Sonali 
Senaratna Sellamuttu, Douthwaite B., Elias M., 
Kawarazuka N., McDougall C. and Pannier E. 
(2016) Guidelines to engage with marginalized 
ethnic minorities in agricultural research for 
development in the Greater Mekong. Hanoi, 
ICRAF‐Vietnam, 24 pages. (Publication 
prepared by researchers of the World 
Agroforestry Center (ICRAF) in Vietnam) 

Mollevi G. (2017), Vigne et Vin de la 
Catalogne. Des études géographiques (2005 
2015), Editions universitaires européennes. 

The current accurate URL of the 
commission‘s web site 

Our web site address is: 
http://www.igu‐marginality.info/. 

We can find updated information on the 
Commission itself, its past and future activities, 
publications, Newsletters, and some news 
related to the Commission or marginality. 

Between January 1st and December 14th 2017, 
our stats from Google Analytics show 433 users 
for 539 sessions, with 21,2% returning visitors. 
Certainly, this can be improved, given the rising 
number of our members in the last few years. 

 

E Commission objectives and achievements 

In Beijing, our Commission was renewed by the 
IGU general assembly for the four year term 2016 
- 2020. The main objectives in the work plan were 
to organized sessions during the La Paz IGU 
thematic conference (2017) as well as organizing 
activities during the IGU Regional conference to 
be held in Quebec City in August 2018. 

The first objective was fulfilled and the second 
one is an on‐going activity. It was also a new 
goal for us to organized workshop or writeshop 
besides our regular activities, to improve our 
collective work (see C12.29 report 2012-2016), 
that is to go beyond collections of individual 
papers. In Quebec City, in August 2018, we are 
organizing a writeshop to discuss chapters of a 
book to be written – a first draft – between 
January and July 2018, as well as regular paper 
sessions. As for now (Dec. 15th), 15 people 
have already committed themselves to 
participate either to our book writeshop or to 
the regular conference sessions, or more likely 
to both. Discussions have also started in order 
to plan our Commission conferences for 2019 
and 2020. 

Another objective, stated during our business 
meeting in 2016, was to improve our 
membership amongst PhD student and Postdoc 
researchers. We know that, amongst the new 
members, some are students or postdoc, but we 
do not yet have the mean to know how many 
there are among our member list. 

And finally, we intend to follow closely 
development regarding the international Year of 
the Global Understanding (IYGU). If it 
transforms itself in a ―decade‖ of the Global 
Understanding, our Commission will certainly 
be proactive to participating in this endeavour. 

Steve Déry - Chair; Walter Leimgruber - 
Secretary 
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C16.30 Commission on Mediterranean Basin (COMB) 2017 

Prepared by Maria Paradiso, COMB Chair 
(paradiso@unisannio.it ) 

Commission Mediterranean Basin, the first IGU 
Commission with a regional focus. 

It should be noted that its membership stems in 
a significant amount from developing countries 
which face severe financial constraints. 

By its same regional nature, vis à is other 
Commissions, our regional coverage 
scientifically, culturally, politically is a mosaic 
of different cultural‐scientific worlds 
characterized by at least three languages 
English, French, Arab and at least two ideas of 
society (secular and religious codes inspired 
societies) which altogether eventually shape 
approach to science, mindset and career 
developements. 

Despite all, as COMB Charter spells out, we 
have been always highly committed and 
successful in joining forces, make develop and 
reinforce ties and common endeavours among 
geographers accross shores. 

Membership is ca 200 members from all shores 
but also continental Europe, United States, 
Canada, China, Japan, Australia. Only a part 
can participate to events for both language 
skills in oral presentations and lack of funds. 

1. Membership 

COMB Steering Committee 2016‐2020: 

Maria Paradiso, Chair, University of Sannio, 
Benevento, Italy (paradiso@unisannio.it). 
Mobile: 

+39‐3277856516 

 Mohamed Alouat, ENSB, Algeria 
(Young Scholar Committee) 
alouat777@yahoo.fr 

 Fathy Abo Ayana, University of 
Alexandria, Egypt 
(aboyana@yahoo.com) 

 Habib Ben Boubaker, University of 
Manouba, Tunisia (hboubaker@yahoo.fr) 

 Lluis Frago, University Autonoma de 
Barcelona, Spain (llfrago@ub.edu) 

 Anton Gosar, University of Koper / 
Capodistria, Slovenia 
(anton.gosar@guest.arnes.s) 

 Naji Khedi, Université Libanaise – Zahlé, 
Saida, Lebanon (Young Scholars 
Committee) naji.kehdy@hotmail.com 

 Antoine Le Blanc, Université Littoral, 
France 
(Antoine.Le‐Blanc@univ‐littoral.fr) 

  Jelena Lukovic, University of 
Belgrade, Serbia (jlukovic@gef.bg.ac.rs) 
(Young Scholar Committee) 

 Izhak Schnell, University of Tel Aviv, 
Israel (schnell@post.tau.ac.il) 

 Mehmet Semoncu, University of Ankara, 
Turkey 
(Mehmet.Somuncu@ankara.edu.tr) 

 Anastasia Stratigea, National Polytechnic 
of Athens, Greece (stratige@ 
central.ntua.gr) 

 Barney Warf , University of Kansas, 
United States (bwarf@ku.edu) 

 Honorary Board 

 Antoine Bailly, University of Geneva 
(antoine.bailly@unige.ch) 

 Annick Douguédroit, University of 
Marseille‐Aix en Provence 
(Annick.Douguedroit@univprovence.fr) 
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 Aharon Kellerman, University of Haifa, 
Israel, (akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il) 

 Maria Sala, University of Barcelona, 
Spain (sala@trivium.gh.ub.es) 

A. Corresponding members: 

The total number of corresponding members is: 
200 ca. A good amount comes from 
developing countries. 

Members come from: Algeria, Australia, China, 
Croatia, Egypt, France, Finland, Germany, 
Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, 
Montenegro, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, 
Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Saudi Arabia, 
Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, UK, and US. 

The majority of Colleagues from MENA 
countries use yahoo or gmail accounts; some of 
them are based in France; some colleagues may 
use a yahoo.fr but they work and live in North 
Africa. 

B. The current accurate URL of the 
commission‘s web site. 
http://igu‐mediterraneanbasin.org/ 

We started under google+ and Google site 
(IGUCOMB). However some Colleagues from 
some countries prefer getting info on mails and 
not having full visibility of joint actions with 
Colleagues from other countries which are 
normally displayed on a website. We moved in 
smaller groups on What‘s up and G+. 

2. Meetings 

1. ANNUAL COMB CONFERENCE 2016 
within the premises of Italian Geographical 
Congress, 7‐10 June Rome and in cooperation 
with the European Union funded project FP7 
MC IRSES MEDCHANGe (GA n. 612639) 
entitled: 

Mediterranean Mobilities, refugees crisis, 
Europe changing identities and relationships 
– European societies confronts with shifts of 
significance in symbols, habits and practice due 
to encounters with different ethnic groups 

living or circulating in Europe, or asking for 
asylum, violence in Europe and across the 
Basin, in a cadre both of media and political 
manipulation of emotions and rising 
marginalization and poverty in Europe. There 
are evident rising contradictions between a 
community‘s security concerns and Europe 
claims to foster ‗tolerance‘ ‗multiculturalism‘, 
protection of universal human rights. 
Contradictions partially stem from a not shared 
European migration/asylum policies and state‘s 
right to curtail individual freedoms, block 
frontiers; Europe hardly confronting with 
religious liberty, gender issues and ethnic 
diversity while not able to ensure the respect of 
the values of the host country and not opposing 
assimilation. These contradictions affect Europe 
changing identities and relationships which 
have to be better scholarly addressed. 

Sharing the view that identities are inherently 
multiple in nature and constantly shifting 
(Malouf, Sen), this series of sessions will 
critically examine the construction and 
reconstruction of European identities and 
networked territorialities by focusing on 
Mediterranean mobilities included the refugees 
humanitarian crisis, the related narratives about 
1. supposed growing 
economic‐political‐ethnical ruptures and the 
geopolitical struggles 2. mutual 
understanding‐dialogue‐ acceptance networking 
and by assigning importance to intersectionality 
(Valentine) and human common values and 
subjectivities beyond antagonisms. We 
therefore would like to explore the following 
lines of inquiry (but keeping open to other 
possible lines): 

 

 Refuges crisis, Europe changing identity 
and external relationships (panel session) 

 Circular, return, digital, engendered, 
South(and East) ‐Europe, Europe‐South 
migration/mobilities, youth mobilities and 
implications for changing 
EuroMediterranean relationships 
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 Lived difference, encounters, othering, 
values, mutual respect, dynamics of 
integration, exclusion, self‐exclusion and 
marginalization in place making 

 Europe within a global context, 
Mediterranean Basin as global context: 
extra‐European standpoints on Europe; 
Mediterranean centrality for Europe 
space‐making. 

KEYWORDS: Mediterranean Mobilities, 
Europe, relationships 

SLOT 1 

CHAIR: Maria Paradiso 

Anna Casaglia, James W. Scott 

European identity through the crisis: the 
politicization of migration and East‐West 
divide 

Dragan Umek, Claudio Minca, Danica Ńantiš 

Serbia on the ―Balkan Route‖ and its 
Strategic Role in the European Border 
Regime 

Alun Jones, Vincent Durac 

Arab Student Perspectives on European 
Elite Constructions of the Mediterranean 

Marco Accorinti, Pietro Demurtas, Mattia 
Vitiello 

The refugee crisis and the flows of 
unaccompanied minors: asylum seekers and 
work seekers? 

Norbert Pop, Viktor Glied 

The Hungarian Border Barrier and Islam 

SLOT 2 

CHAIR: Alun Jones 

Hussein Al‐Rimmawi 

Faith of Palestinian Refugee Camps in Syria 
in the Amid of the so called Arab Spring 

Naji Kehdy 

The influence of the Syrian refugees on the 
underground water resources. Case of the 
Beqaa region 

Mauro Spotorno, Abdellatif Tribak, Virginia 
Bruzzone, Glenda Franchetti Rosada 

The sub‐saharian immigrants in Morocco. 
The case study of Fès 

Cayetano Fernández, Maria Luisa Sierra, David 
Chinarro 

Climate change‐induced migration in 
Morocco 

Mauro Mauro Spotorno, Stefania Mangano, 
Paolo Parciasepe 

Turism mobilities, climate and political 
change 

SLOT 3 

CHAIR: Itzhak Schnell 

Luca Deravignone 

Migro perché sono: quanto l‘identità 
influenza la decisione di migrare? 

Antoine Le Blanc 

Networks and mobilities in Europe through 
the lens of a non visible minority. The 
example of LGBT sports tournaments 

Barbara Staniscia 

La mobilità internazionale dei giovani 
italiani altamente qualificati. Motivazioni, 
esperienze, aspettative 

Mauro Spotorno 

Gentrification and European 
entrepreneurships in Marrakesh 

Olivier Lefebvre 
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The rise and fall of ISIS in the light of 
existing theory 

SLOT 4/5) PANEL: The crisis of refugee 
mobility and its implications for European 
identity and relationships 

CHAIR: Maria Paradiso 

Antoine Bailly, Academia Europaea (London) 
and University of Genève (Switzerland) Marie 
Bengtsson, National Coordinator European 
Migration Network, EMN Sweden 

Corrado Bonifazi, former NCP EMN group 
Italy, Director . Italian National Council of 
Research Dept. of Population and Social 
Policies studies (Italy) 

Thomas Lacroix, Associate Director , 
MIGRINTER University of Poitiers (France) 

Parvati Nair, Director of the United Nations 
University Institute on Globalization, Culture 
and Mobility (UNU‐GCM) (Spain and UK) 

Paolo Naso, University La Sapienza and 
Coordinator of the Italy Council on Islam 

Norbert Pap, Director of Centre of 
Eastern‐Mediterranean and Balkan Studies UP 
Magyar Geografus, University of Pecs 
(Hungary) 

Adolfo Sommaribas, National Contact Point 
European Migration Network and University of 
Luxembourg (Luxembourg) 

Klaus Zimmermann, Academia Europaea 
(London) Co‐Director UNU‐MERIT Mastricht 
University (The Netherlands and Germany) 

SLOT 6 

CHAIR: Armando Montanari 

Maria Lucinda Fonseca, Alina Esteves, Jennifer 
McGarrigle 

Moroccans in the Algarve: integration and 
links with the home country 

1.3.a. Cultural Geographies: encounters, 
inclusion, and exclusion I (with the IGU 
Commissions on Cultural Geography and 
Mediterranean basin) (Louis Dupont) (3 
documents) 

1.3.b. Cultural Geographies: encounters, 
inclusion, and exclusion II (with the IGU 
Commissions on Cultural Geography and 
Mediterranean basin) (Maria Paradiso) (5 
documents) 

Lamari Oukarfi Paradiso Sattar 

Virtual mobilities Italy‐ Morocco and 
Mediterranean connections 

Ahmed Abdollah, Ouidad Tebbaa, Saïd 
Boujrouf, Mohamed El Aklaa 

Return Migration in Morocco. Integration, 
Territorial recomposition and Development 
Issues Focus on the territories of Marrakech 
and Kelaa des Sraghnas 

Mohamed Alouat 

Social networks as a tool for e‐participation 
in sustainable urban development in Algiers 

Maria Paradiso, Izhak Schnell 

Patterns of Arab, Italian and Moroccan 
minorities‘ integration in Israel, Morocco 
and Italy 

2. EUGEO 2016, Bruxelles COMB sessions 
jointly with IGU Cultural Geography at 
EUGEO BRUXELLES 2017. 

Link below https://eugeo2017.sciencesconf.org/ 
browse/session 

b. A brief summary of the topics addressed at 
each meeting and the findings or conclusions 
resulting from the discussions if appropriate. 

New ideas and insights identified at each 
meeting and their immediate and long‐term 
theoretical and practical implications include 1. 
Difference, lived difference, geography of 
encounters; 2. issues of conceptuality and 
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imaginations of Mediterranean Region beyond 
Orientalism and Mediterraneism; 3. new 
directions for Mediterranean 
mobilities/migration; 4. Ethnic minorities, 
structures of mobility in a global reality. 

The topics of crisis, cooperation, and regional 
change, changes and challenges are preferably 
examined from a critical reflexive perspective. 
The theme includes a broad spectrum of topics 
and from a variety of perspectives : migration 
and virtual/corporeal mobilities, spatialities and 

phantasies of macro‐regional structuring; 
diversity and inclusion, interfaith (included the 
Muslims one) relations and implications in the 
‗region‘; crisis and impacts at different scales. 
Unconventional views stemmed from par 
example the spatialities of affect and emotion 
and reflections on reconciliatory practices were 
considered, for instance those originated from 
the arts, the cyberspace interactions, activism, 
NGOs. 

3. Networking and communication 

A. Joint session with IGU Cultural Geography 
Commission at EUGEO 

B. Cooperation with MEDCALIVAR 
CONFERENCE Beograd 2018 (COMB 
ref. person Jelena Lukovic, COMB 
Steering) 

B. Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter and 
multidisciplinary. 

We are proud of two main achievements and 
cooperation with IYGU: 

 International, intergovernmental. COMB 
has been invited by PAM-Parliamentary 
Assembly to join the Academic Platform as 
a Scientific Network. We are the only 
group og Geographers in there. PAM is the 
advisor political body for the EU gathering 
together Parliament members from all 
countries across Mediterranean shores. It 
gathers all countries across shores. PAM 

gave high patronage for COMB 2016 
Annual Conference in Antalya. 

 Inter and multi-disciplinary. RESEARCH 
GRANT: European Commission, 7FP 
Call People Marie Curie IRSES Research 
Staff Exchange EuroMediterranean 2013, 
MEDCHANGe Project 612639. 
Successfully approved, Granted. 48 months 
Starting month October 2013. Geographers 
lead in cooperation with International Law, 
antropologists, economists. Call for 
participation was circulated in COMB by 
Maria Paradiso, and with some COMB 
Colleagues‘ contributions Maria prepared 
the draft, submitted to EU and drove 
negotiations with EU Research Officers. 

 Inter and multi-disciplinary With IYGU 
there is an active participation for outreach 
goals. COMB Chair Maria Paradiso gave 
an effective cooperation to IYGU Director 
Professor Werlen and Jena Secretariat to 
establish RACs in the Mediterranean cities 
and via COMB Colleagues : Tunis (prof. 
Habib Ben Boubaker), Athens (Prof. 
Stratigeia) have started operations, other 
RACs are on their way. 

We have stable cooperation with the following 
scientific organisations: 

 ICSU Italy (M. Paradiso on National 
Board) and Morocco. 

 AIC association Internationale de 
climatologie (A. Douguedroit et L. Henia) 

 MEDCLIVAR (P. Lionello) 

 Academia Europaea London 
(Interdisciplinary Academy); Academia 
Europaea ‗Mediterranean Hub in Barcelona 
(Maria Paradiso). 

 Inter and multi-disciplinary Young 
Academia Europaea Initiative (for the 
benefit of COMB Young Scholars; for AE 
Prof. J. Peltzer Heidelberg). 
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 inter‐ and multi‐disciplinary United Nations 
University on Mobility and Migration, 
Barcelona Campus (ref. Director Parvati 
Nair and COMB Char Maria Paradiso), 
IMIS Osnabruek; MIGRINTER 
POITIERS; Marine Excellence Research 
Centre University of Khiel (Professor Silya 
Klepp). 

 international, intergovernmental Anna 
Lindh Foundation (Euromediterranean 
cultural Cooperation for Union for the 
Mediterranean), COMB is representative in 
AL via EUROGEO; COMB has 
partnerships with Eurogeo for representing 
on behalf of Eurogeo and COMB 
Mediterranean focus initiatives where laws 
admit only Europe‐based organisation. 

 EUGEO (Prof. Kovacs) and EUROGEO, 
the Association of European Geographers 
(Prof. Donert) 

 international, intergovernmental UN 
Alliance of Civilisations program focus 
‗Mediterranean‘, Label for sponsoring a 
Conference entitled: ‗Migration as 
mobilities, geographical perspectives from 
the Mediterranean‘ has been submitted to 
the Malta meeting of Foreign Ministers, 
UN Alliance of Civilisations. We got the 
label which we are going to use for future 
COMB Annual Conference. 

 AAG-Association of American 
Geographers (Europe and Middle East 
Specialty Group). 

 international, intergovernmental the Euro-
Med University EMUNI being one of the 
founding members, Portoroz Slovenia. 

 international, intergovernmental the Union 
for the Mediterranean the EU‐Med policy 
initiative in particular with the Secretariat 
of Education and Research (Prof. Chet), 
Secretariat of Social Affairs (Hon. Cecilia 
Attard). 

 The CERES- Centre d‘Etudes Sociales 
économiques de Tunis. 

 ENSB Ecole Superieure de Bouzereah, 
Algeria 

 National Council of Research Italy 

 Israeli Academy of Sciences (geography 
representative) 

 French Association of Geographers (ref. 
Professor Antoine Le Blanc) 

 Catalan Research Institute, Spain 
(Professors Guerero and Garcia Ramon) 

 Tunisian Association of Geographers 
(Professor Ben Boubaker) 

Turkish Geographical Society and Ankara 
Research Centre on History, Geography, 
Language (Professors Taertek, Gonecgil, 
Cicek) 

 Morocco: Rabat Agdal University 
(Geography Department), Mohamed V ; 
Marrakesh Cady Ayyad, Hassan II; Fès 
University. 

 Palestinian Geographical Society and 
Journal (Prof. H. Al Rimmawi). 

 EuroMediterranean Cluster on Smart City 
and Blue Growth (Prof. Stratigeia, Athens 
Polytechnic) With Journals: 

 Europa Regionale (Leipzig University)  
Insularis Geographia (Palma Mallorca 
University) 

 Miscellanea Geographica (Warsaw Dept of 
Geography) 

 La Mediterrannée (Marseille Aix) 

 Documenti Geografici (Italy) 

 Euromediterranean International Journal 
(Portoroz) Espace Politique (France, Editor 
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Sthephane Rozière) 

 Turkish Geography Review 

 Palestinian Geographical Society Journal 
(COMB members recently joined the 
international board) 

D. Publications 

1. NEW COMB BOOK forthcoming in 
Spring 2018: Maria Paradiso (Editor) 
Mediterranean Mobilities and Europe 
changing relationships. Crisis, encounters, 
Change; Springer 

2. Stratigea, Anastasia, Kyriakides, Elias, 
Nicolaides, Chrysses (Eds.) Smart Cities in the 
Mediterranean. Coping with Sustainability 
Objectives in Small and Medium‐sized Cities 
and Island Communities. Springer. 

A. COMB Charter 

COMB- Commission on Mediterranean Basin 
emerged from The Mediterranean Renaissance 
Program (MRP), initiated in 2005 by IGU Past 
President Adalberto Vallega, as a Special 
Program. It aims at the promotion and fostering of 
geographical research on the Mediterranean 
Region. It aims further at the development of a 
Mediterranean regional network of geographers. 

COMB organises each year sessions for the 
IGU conferences, and from time to time it has 
its own meetings. 

COMB contributes to international projects 
devoted to Mediterranean issues, and inner seas 
thus fostering the role of geographers on 
subjects such as cultural dialogue, mobility, 
climatic change and society, security and safety, 
pollution, green cities, spatial justice, 
information society, urban and rural 
environment and systems (livelihoods, food 
security, water, transports, energy, 
environment, risk, desertification, climate 
change fires and vegetation, conservation), 
urban and regional planning, governance, 
coastal management, tourism and leisure areas, 

tangible and intangible heritage, geoparks, 
small and medium enterprises and local 
development, conflict resolution and more. 

COMB is member of PAM Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Mediterranean Academic 
Platform. EMUNI (European Mediterranean 
University), centred in Portoroz, Slovenia. It is 
linked to Academia Europaea Mediterranean 
Knowledge Hub in Barcelona. 

COMB is committed to interact with related 
organisations such as the UfthM (Union for the 
Mediterranean) and related bodies, research 
centres and foundations devoted to Mediterranean 
studies and cultural dialogue and exchange, 
directorates of the EC (European Commission), 
and the UN Alliance of Civilizations. 

COMB Chair is Prof. Maria Paradiso (Italy), 
and its steering committee members, as well as 
the commission members, come from most of 
the Mediterranean countries but also from other 
world regions. Scholars from non 
Mediterranean countries interested in the topic 
are welcome to join (please write to Maria 
Paradiso: paradiso@unisannio.it). 

C. Our proposed steering committee members 
includes de facto also Young Scholars and 
serves in full communication and cooperation 
with previous Steering members now serving in 
the Honorary COMB Board. 

IGU 2018 Quebec: COMB will propose 
sessions. 

A SPECIAL interest is in IGU Istanbul 2020 
Congress since a Mediterranean country will 
hold the Congress. We are interested in active 
cooperation with Istanbul LOC in selecting 
topic, keynotes with a special relevance for the 
Region in a Global scenario. 

Archival Contribution. 

Our Reports are available via IGU coordination. 
Books can be sent under Authors/Editors 
availability. 
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C16.31 Commission on Modeling Geographical Systems 2017 
 

Background of the Commission 

This Commission on Modeling Geographical 
Systems has acted as a focus for those members 
of the international community who share an 
interest in using mathematical and statistical 
models in geographical systems analysis, 
geographical systems theory, geographical 
systems dynamics, geographical decision (or 
decision support) systems, GIS and remote 
sensing. This synthesis will aid and enhance 
research on mathematical modeling, statistical 
methods and other technological advances. In 
addition, the specific systems orientation of the 
Commission will enable a new emphasis to be 
placed on more applied outputs that have 
relevance to geographers engaged in evaluating 
a variety of policy arenas. To date, geographical 
systems analyses have contributed significantly 
to the understanding of, for example, the space 
economy, transportation and urban planning, 
global environmental change, spatial 
epidemiology and health care delivery. The 
Commission, therefore, will emphasize the 
following general areas of concern: 

• geographical systems analysis; 

• geographical systems theory; 

• geographical decision support systems and 
decision theory; 

• geographical systems dynamics; 

• the interface between GIS, remote sensing 
and spatial modeling; 

• applications of systems models to policy 
making and evaluation; 

• geographical knowledge discovery and data 
mining 

The promotion and publication of these ideas 
will be facilitated by our strong links with the 
editorial boards of the international journals 

such as: Annuals of Association of American 
Geographers, Environment and Planning A-C, 
Journal of Geographical Systems, International 
Journal of GIS, Papers in Regional Science, 
Geographical and Environmental Modeling, 
Canadian Geographer, and Sistemi Urbani, 
Geographical Analysis, and Geoinformatica. 

1. Membership 

A. Membership of the Steering Committee 
Chair: Professor Stewart Fotheringham 

School of Geographical Sciences and Urban 
Planning, Arizona State University , 
Email: Stewart.Fotheringham@asu.edu 
Secretary and Editor: To be Appointed 

Full Members: 

Dr Ali Bennasr, Department of Geography, 
University of Sfax BP553 3000 Sfax TUNISIA 
Email: ali.bennasr@flshs.rnu.tn 

Professor Graham Clarke School of Geography 
University of Leeds,Room 3.66d, West 
Yorkshire, UK, LS2 9JT Email: 
g.p.clarke@leeds.ac.uk 

Professor Danny Czamanski 
Technion – Israel Institute of Technology 
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, 
Complex City Research Lab, Haifa, Israel 
Email: danny@czamanski.com 

Professor Manfred M Fischer 
Institute for Economic Geography and 
GIScience 
Vienna University of Economics and Business 
Nordbergstraße 15/4/A, 1090 Vienna, Austria 
Email: Manfred.Fischer@wu.ac.at 

Dr. Boris I. Gartsman 
Laboratory for Hydrology and Climatology 
Pacific Institute of Geography FEB RAS Radio 
st. 7, Vladivostok 690041, Russia E-mail: 
gartsman@inbox.ru 
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Professor Daniel A. Griffith 
School of Economic, Political and Policy 
Sciences 
University of Texas at Dallas 800 W. Campbell 
Road, GR 31 Richardson, TX 75080-3021, 
USA Email: dagriffith@utdallas.edu 

Professor Beniamino Murgante 
Laboratory of Urban and Territorial Systems 
University of Basilicata 
10, Viale dell‘Ateneo Lucano 85100 – Potenza 
- Italy 
Email: beniamino.murgante@unibas.it 

Professor Yukio Sadahiro Department of Urban 
Engineering 
7-3-1 Hongo Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-8656 
JAPAN Email:sada@ua.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp 

Dr Therese Steenberghen Spatial Applications 
Division K.U.Leuven R & D 
Vital Decosterstraat 102 
3000 Leuven, BELGIUM 
Email: therese.steenberghen@sadl.kuleuven. 
ac.be 

Professor Jinfeng Wang 
Institute of Geography, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences Building 917, Datun Rd, Anwai 
100101 
Beijing, PR CHINA 
Email: wangjf@igsnrr.ac.cn 

B. Number of Commission Members on 
Email by country December 2015 

Country Numbers 2015 

Australia 7 

Austria 5 

Belgium 4 

Canada 34 

China 2 

Denmark 1 

England/Scotland/UK 52 

Finland 1 

France 4 

Germany 8 

Greece 1 

Hong Kong 7 

India 0 

Ireland 2 

Isreal 3 

Italy 8 

Japan 7 

New Zealand 4 

Nigeria 1 

Norway 1 

Poland 1 

Russia 4 

Scotland 0 

South Africa 3 

Spain 1 

Sweden 7 

Switzerland 3 

Tunisia 1 

The Netherlands 13 

United States 73 

Total 258 

 

C. http://www.science.mcmaster.ca/~igu-
cmgs/index.html 

2. Meetings/Conferences Organized/Co-
organized in 2012-16 

A. Meetings/Conferences 2016 

17th International Symposium on Spatial 
Data Handling, Aug.18-20, 2016, Beijing, 
China 

The International Symposium on Spatial Data 
Handling (SDH) is the biennial international 
research forum for Geospatial Information 
Science, co-organized by the Commission on 
Geographic Information Science and the 
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Commission on Modelling Geographical 
Systems of the International Geographical 
Union (IGU). Our meeting in Beijing bring 
together geographers, cartographers, computer 
scientists and others from the international 
community of geospatial information sciences 
and geomatics engineering to present the latest 
achievements and to share experiences in GIS 
reserach in advance of the 33rd International 
Congress in Beijing. The Annual Meeting 
focuses on the key topic: face the challenges of 
big data within GIS. Looking forward to the 
engaging discussions, exchanges of ideas, and 
to the major outcomes of the 17th International 
Symposium on Spatial Data Handling. 

International Geographical Conference, 
August 21-25, 2016, Beijing P. R. China 

The theme of the 2016 Congress is Shaping Our 
Harmonious Worlds, which highlights today‘s 
common pursuit for harmony between 
humankind and nature, between environment 
and society, and for harmonious approaches to 
the world‘s hazards and conflicts. Under this 
theme, five Congress key topics will be 
focused, parallel to the quadrennial meeting of 
the IGU commissions and task forces. In 
addition, a rich variety of field excursions will 

be organized so as to provide participants a 
chance to appreciate some of the unique natural 
features and cultural traditions of this ancient 
and modern country. 

C. Planned Conferences for 2018 

3. Networking 

4. Publications 

5. Archival Contributions 

All publications, newsletters and reports have 
been archived in the website of the 
Commission. 
http://www.science.mcmaster.ca/~igu-
cmgs/index.html 

6. Continuation 

Notes: This past year was one of our transitions 
caused by change of leadership but also by the 
very unfortunate and untimely death of one of 
our key committee members leading to a 
difficulty in obtaining documents etc from 
previous host university which we are only now 
addressing. Situation not helped by other key 
personnel at previous host institution leaving so 
an info vacuum was created. 
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C16.32 Commission on Political Geography 2017

A. Membership 

Steering Committee/Comité de Direction 
2014-2016 Virginie MAMADOUH (Co-
Chair) 

Department of Human Geography, Planning 
and International Development 

University of Amsterdam, Plantage 
Muidergracht 14, 1018 VZ Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands V.D.Mamadouh@uva.nl 

Takashi YAMAZAKI (Co-Chair) 
Department of Geography 
Osaka City University, Sugimoto, Sumiyoshi-
ku, 5588585 Osaka, Japan yamataka@lit. 
osaka-cu.ac.jp 

Stéphane ROSIÈRE 

Department of Geography, University of Reims 
Champagne-Ardenne, France email: 
stephane.rosiere@univ-reims.fr 

Paul REUBER 

Institute of Geography, University of Munster, 
Germany p.reuber@uni-muenster.de 

Jan WENDT 

Department of Regional Development 
Geography, University of Gdańsk, Poland 
jan.wendt@ug.edu.pl 

Alexandru ILIES 

Department of Geography, University of 
Oradea, Romania ilies@uoradea.ro 

Alexander B. MURPHY 

Department of Geography, University of 
Oregon, USA abmurphy@uoregon.edu 

Oren YIFTACHEL 

Dept of Geography and Environmental 
Development, Ben Gurion University of the 
Negev, Israel yiftach@exchange.bgu.ac.il 

James SIDAWAY 

Dept. of Geography, National University of 
Singapore, Singapore geojds@nus.edu.sg 

Simon DALBY 

Balsillie School of International Affairs/ 
Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Canada 
sdalby@gmail.com 

Adriana DORFMAN 

Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, 
Porto Alegre, Brazil adriana.dorfman@ufrgs.br 

Honorary Member 

Elena DELL‘AGNESE (Honorary Member 
and Vice‐President of the IGU) Department 
of Sociology and Social Research, University of 
Milano‐Bicocca , Italy elena.dellagnese@ 
unimib.it 

The Commission had a board of early career 
researchers and student members (2014-
2016): Fiona Mc Connell 

Research Fellow in Geography, Newcastle 
University, UK fiona.mcconnell@ncl.ac.uk 

Ira Bliatka 

PhD Student, Aberystwyth University, Wales, 
UK irb2@aber.ac.uk 

Xavier Ferrer‐Gallardo 

Postdoc Researcher, Departament de Geografia, 
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain 
xavier.ferrer.gallardo@uab.cat 

Jussi Laine 

Researcher, Karelian Institute, University of Eastern 
Finland, Joensuu, Finland jussi.laine@ uef.fi 

Victoria Ayelen Sosa 

Researcher and consultant, National Institute of 
Anthropology and Latin American Thought 
Secretariat of Culture of the Nation, Buenos 



- 221 -

 218 

Aires, Argentina Victoria.ayelen.sosa@gmail. 
com 

Sang-Hyun Chi 

Assistant Professor, Kyung Hee University, 
Seoul, Korea hyungeo@gmail.com 

Woon Chih Yuan 

Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, 
National University of Singapore, Singapore 
geowcy@nus.edu.sg 

Sara Koopman 

Post-doctoral fellow, Canadian Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council, Canada 
Sara.koopman@gmail.com 

Corey Johnson 

Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro, 
USA corey_johnson@uncg.edu 

Ben Schrager 

Degree Program: M.A. Saunders Hall 411, 
2424 Maile Way, Honolulu, HI 96822, USA 
schrager@hawaii.edu 

Anna Casaglia 

Research Fellow, Department of Sociology and 
Social Research, University of Milano-Bicocca, 
Italy anna.casaglia@unimib.it 

Carolin Schurr 

Branco Weiss Fellow, Department of 
Geography | University of Zürich | Switzerland 
carolin.schurr@geo.uzh.ch 

Iris Dzudzek 

Research Assistant, Dept of Human Geography, 
Goethe‐Universität Frankfurt am Main, 
Germany dzudzek@em.uni‐frankfurt.de 

Inocent Moyo 

PhD Student, Geography Department, Florida 
Campus, University of South Africa 
minnoxa@yahoo.com 

Steering Committee / Comité de Direction 
(since IGC 2016) 

Virginie MAMADOUH (Co-Chair) 

Department of Human Geography, Planning 
and International Development University of 
Amsterdam, Nieuwe Achtergracht 166, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
V.D.Mamadouh@uva.nl 

Alexander B. MURPHY (Co-Chair) 

Department of Geography, University of 
Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403‐1251, USA 
abmurphy@uoregon.edu 

Stéphane ROSIÈRE 

Department of Geography, University of Reims 
Champagne‐Ardenne 

UFR Lettres et Sciences humaines, 57, rue 
Pierre Taittinger, 51100 REIMS, France email: 
stephane.rosiere@univ-reims.fr 

Jan WENDT 

Department of Regional Development 
Geography, University of Gdańsk Ul. 
Bażyńskiego 4, 80-952 Gdańsk, Poland  
jan.wendt@ug.edu.pl 

James SIDAWAY 

Dept. of Geography, NUS, AS2, #03‐01, 1 Arts 
Link, Kent Ridge, Singapore 117570 
geojds@nus.edu.sg 

Simon DALBY 

CIGI Chair in the Political Economy of Climate 
Change 

Balsillie School of International Affairs/ 
Wilfrid Laurier University, 67 Erb Street West, 
Waterloo, ON N2L 6C2 Canada 
sdalby@gmail.com 

Adriana DORFMAN 

Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, 
Porto Alegre, Brazil adriana.dorfman@ufrgs.br 

Oren YIFTACHEL 

Department of Geography and Environmental 
Development, Ben Gurion University of the 
Negev, P.O.B. 653 Beer Sheva, Israel 
yiftach@exchange.bgu.ac.il  
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Jussi LAINE 

Karelian Institute, University of Eastern 
Finland 
Joensuu Campus, P.O. Box 111, FI‐80101 
Joensuu, Finland jussi.laine@uef.fi 
www.uef.fi/ktl/jussi_laine 

Inocent MOY 

University of Zululand, South Africa 
NoyoI@unizulu.ac.za 

LIU Yungang 

Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, China 
yggliujp@qq.com 

Advisory Board 

Takashi YAMAZAKI (Former Chair) Osaka 
City University, Japan 

Elena DELL‘AGNESE (Former Chair and 
Vice‐President of the IGU) University of 
Milano‐Bicocca , Italy 

Vladimir KOLOSOV (Former Chair and 
Former President of the IGU) Russian 
Academy of Science, Moscow, Russia 

Paul Reuber 
University of Munster, Germany 
Fiona Mc Connell 
University of Cambridge, United Kingdom 

Xavier Ferrer‐Gallardo 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, Spain 

Sang‐Hyun Chi 
Kyung Hee University, Seoul, Korea 

Woon Chih Yuan 
National University of Singapore 

Sara Koopman 
York University, Canada / Tampere University, 
Finland, Ohio State University, Ohio, USA 

Corey Johnson 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro, 
USA 

Anna Casaglia 
University of Eastern Finland, Finland 

Corresponding members, by country 
(December 2017) 

(ie. subscribers to mailing list and/or Facebook 
page of the Commission on Political 
Geography) 

 List FB Total 
Italy 39 55 94 
USA 24 29 53 
India 6 38 44 
United Kingdom 10 34 44 
Poland 10 24 34 
France 10 10 20 
Finland 6 13 19 
Canada 3 12 15 
Germany 4 8 12 
Spain 6 6 12 
Switzerland 6 5 11 
Japan 5 5 10 
Israel 4 5 9 
The Netherlands 3 5 8 
Australia 2 4 6 
Brazil 1 5 6 
Hungary 2 4 6 
Pakistan  6 6 
Russia 3 2 5 
Sweden 2 3 5 
Turkey 1 4 5 
China 1 3 4 
Nigeria  4 4 
South Africa 1 3 4 
Argentina  3 3 
Czech Republic  3 3 
Egypt  3 3 
Nepal  3 3 
Norway  3 3 
Romania 1 2 3 
Slovakia 1 2 3 
Austria 2  2 
Bangladesh  2 2 
Belgium  2 2 
Bosnia  2 2 
Chile  2 2 
Denmark  2 2 
Greece  2 2 
New Zealand 2  2 
Singapore 1 1 2 
Slovenia 1 1 2 
South Korea 1 1 2 
Uruguay 1 1 2 
Algeria  1 1 
Cambodia  1 1 
Croatia 1  1 
Ecuador  1 1 
Estonia  1 1 
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Georgia  1 1 
Iran  1 1 
Iraq  1 1 
Jordania  1 1 
Lebanon 1  1 
Lithuana  1 1 
Luxembourg 1  1 
Malaysia  1 1 
Marshall 
Islands 

 1 1 

Mexico 1  1 
Portugal  1 1 
Qatar  1 1 
Syria  1 1 
Taiwan  1 1 
Tunisia  1 1 
Uganda  1 1 
Viernam  1 1 
Yemen 1  1 
Zimbabwe  1 1 
 164 341 505 
 List FB Total 
 

NB : There is some overlap between the two 
groups since some individual members 
registred to both the mailing list and the 
facebook page. 

B. Meetings 

a. Meetings organised, co‐organised and 
sponsored by the commission 

1. IGU CPG Pre‐Conference ―International 
Forum on Frontiers of Political 
Geography‖ Sun‐Yat‐sen University 
Guangzhou 18‐21 August 2016, 130 
participants 

2. Activities at the 33rd International 
Geographical Congress IGC, Beijing, 
China, 21‐25 August 2016, 13 sessions, 
40‐100 participants 

 

3. Co‐sponsored Conference ―The 15th 
International ‗Lodz‘ Conference On 
Political Geography‖ Borderland of 
nations, nations of borderland Złotniki 
Lubańskie (Poland) – Bautzen (Germany), 
September 14–16, 2016. 

4. Co‐sponsored International Conference 
―Crises et mutations contemporaines‐ 
Approches géopolitique et 
géoéconomique/Crises and mutations/ 
Contemporary crisis and changes : 
Geoeconomical and geopolitical 
approaches‖ University of Reims 
Champagne‐Ardenne (URCA), Reims, 
France, 26‐27 May 2016, 32 participants 

5. Joint Commission Symposium Earth, 
Society, Islands, and the Political in the 
Changing World, organized by three IGU 
Commissions (Geomorphology & Society, 
Political Geography, Island Study) Taipei 
and Matsu, Taiwan, June 2016, 30 
participants. 

6. Co‐sponsored IGU Regional Conference 
Geographies for peace / Geografias para la 
paz, La Paz , Bolivia, 23‐25 April 2017 , 120 
participants 

7. CPG session at the 12th 
Korea‐China‐Japan Joint Conference on 
Geography, Jeju, Republic of Korea, 
August 23‐26, 2017, 200 particiants 

8. Co sponsored Summer Program on ―The 
Belt and Road & Political Geography‖, 
Sun‐Yat‐Sen University, Guangzhou, 
China, 27 August – 9 September 2017 , 120 
participants 

Plus individual participations at 

The 15th BRIT Conference (BRIT=Border 
Regions In Transition): ‖Cities States and 
Borders‖, Sønderborg, 

Denmark – Hamburg , Germany 17‐20 May 
2016, 150 participants 
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the 2016 AAG Annual Conference and the 
Preconference of the AAG Political Geography 
Specialty Group in San Francisco and the 2017 
AAG Annual Conference and the 
Preconference of the AAG Political Geography 
Specialty Group in Boston, 

the 2016 and 2017 RGS/IBG Conference in 
London, 

the ABS Annual Conference in 2016 in Reno, 
and 2017 in San Francisco, the ABS Europe 
Conference in 2017 in Luxembourg, 

the 2017 Nordic Geographers Meeting in 
Stockholm, and the 2017 EUGEO Conference 
in Brussels. 

b. A brief summary of the topics addressed 
at each meeting 

1. Organised IGU Pre‐Conference 
―International Forum on Frontiers of 
Political Geography Sun‐Yat‐ sen 
University Guangzhou, 18‐21 August 2012, 
130 participants 

Eighty presentations around three themes : 

East‐West Dialogues on Frontiers in Political 
geography New dynamisms of Borders in Asia 

Micro territoriality and urban governance (see 
Publications) 

Excursion to Old City of Guangzhou Fieldtrip 
to Shenzhen 

Trip to Beijing (for IGC) through high speed 
train 

2. Activities at the 33rd IGC, Beijing, China, 
21‐25 August 2016, 13 sessions, 40‐100 
participants 

The CPG organized nine sessions at the IGC 
(including one co‐organised with the Gender 
and Geography Commission) with 80 registered 
papers. 

At the closing plenary the co‐chair (Virginie 
Mamadouh and Takashi Yamazaki) gave a 

plenary address entitled ―From inter‐state to 
multiscalar political geograpies‖ . The 
opportunity was part of the 2015 IGU 
Commission Excellence Award the IGU –
CPG was awarded by the Executive Committee 
at the 2015 IGU Regional Conference in 
Moscow. 

One travel grant was awarded to Fedor Popov 
(Institute of Geography of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Russian Federation). 

3. Co‐sponsored Conference ―The 15th 
International ‗Lodz‘ Conference On 
Political Geography‖ Borderland of 
nations, nations of borderland Złotniki 
Lubańskie (Poland) – Bautzen (Germany), 
September 14–16, 2016. 

4. Co‐sponsored International Conference 
―Crises et mutations contemporaines ‐ 
Approches géopolitique et 
géoéconomique/Crises and mutations/ 
Contemporary crisis and changes : 
Geoeconomical and geopolitical 
approaches: University of Reims 
Champagne‐Ardenne (URCA), Reims, 
France, 26‐27 May 2016, 32 participants 

Keynotes plus about 30 paper presentations 
dealing with economical and geopolitical 
approaches to contemporary crises and their 
interactions. (French and English) 

5. Joint Commission Symposium Earth, 
Society, Islands, and the Political in the 
Changing World, IGU Commissions 
(Geomorphology & Society, Political 
Geography, Island Study) Taipei and 
Matsu, Taiwan, June 2016, 30 participants. 

Meeting in Taipei: four keynote speakers from 
different geographical subdisciplines , 14 
papers presented ion three session on ―Islands 
and Complexity‖, ―Nature and Human 
Engagement‖ and ―Hazards, knowledge and 
power‖. Fieldtrip to Matsu. 
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6. Co‐sponsored IGU Regional Conference 
Geographies for peace / Geografias para la 
paz, La Paz , 

Bolivia, 23‐25 April 2017 , 120 participants 
(Spanish and English) 

CPG‐sessions on borders and peace, peace 
geographies, geograhies for and of peace, and 
several panels focusing on specific localities 
(African borders, the Columbian peace 
process). Others addressed peace in relation to 
geographical histories, indigenous geographies, 
tourism, heritage, resources, mobility, and/or 
urban issues. 

Two travel grants were awarded to Arthur Luna 
Borba Colen França, Universidade Federal do 
Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil) and to Inocent 
Moyo (University of Zululand, South Africa). 

7. CPG session at the 12th Korea‐China‐Japan 
Joint Conference on Geography, Jeju, 
Republic of Korea, August 23‐26, 2017, 
200 particiants 

This year‘s main theme of the conference was 
―Toward Sustainable Environments and Human 
Societies." The venue was Ara Convention 
Hall, Jeju National University (Photo 1) on Jeju 
Island. The theme of the CPG session was: 
―The Development and Challenges of Political 
Geographies in Northeast Asia.‖ (Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, English). 

8. Co sponsored Summer Program on ―The 
Belt and Road & Political Geography‖, 
Sun‐Yat‐sen University, Guangzhou, 
China, 27 August – 9 September 2017 , 120 
participants 

Two weeks programme for PhD students and 
advanced Master students from China and 
beyond, organized by CPG member LIU 
Yungang (Chinese, Japanese, English). 

c. Future events (more detailed 
information about future events can be 
found on the IGU CPG website) 

 

IGU 2018 Thematic Conference ―Practical 
Geography and XXI Century Challenges‖ 
Moscow, Russia, 6‐8 June 2018 

Activities at the 2018 Regional Conference 
―Apprécier la difference/Appreciating 
difference‖ in Québec, Canada, 6‐10 August 
2018, CPG Post‐conference fieldtrip organized 
by BiG (to be confirmed) 

Second ABS World Conference  
―Border‐Making and its Consequences: 
Interpreting Evidence from the "post‐Colonial" 
and "post‐Imperial" 20th Century‖. 
Budapest/Vienna , 10‐14v July 2018 

CPG  Co‐sponsored  III  Congresso  
Brasileiro  de  Geografia  Política,  
Geopolítica  e  Gestão  do 
Territórioconference, Niterói,Rio de Janeiro, 
10 September 2018 

16th BRIT Conference ―North‐South Dialogue 
on Border Management‖. Ibadan, Nigeria – 
Cotonou, Benin, October 15 ‐ 18, 2018. 

Individual participations at the 2018 AAG 
Annual Conference and the Preconference of 
the AAG Political Geography Specialty Group 
in New Orleans in April 2018, the 2018 ABS 
Annual Conference in San Antonio in April 
20o18, the 2018 RGS/IBG Annual Conference 
in Cardiff in September 2018,. . World Social 
Science Forum 2018, 25‐28 September 2018, 
Fukuoka, Japan 

C. Networking 

a. Collaboration with other IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces: The 
Commission on Political Geography has 
worked with other IGU Commissions, in order 
to organise a group of joint sessions at the IGC , 
the IGU Regional Conferences and the IGU 
Thematic Conference, especially History, 
Gender and Education and with Islands and 
Geomorphology 

 222 

6. Co‐sponsored IGU Regional Conference 
Geographies for peace / Geografias para la 
paz, La Paz , 

Bolivia, 23‐25 April 2017 , 120 participants 
(Spanish and English) 

CPG‐sessions on borders and peace, peace 
geographies, geograhies for and of peace, and 
several panels focusing on specific localities 
(African borders, the Columbian peace 
process). Others addressed peace in relation to 
geographical histories, indigenous geographies, 
tourism, heritage, resources, mobility, and/or 
urban issues. 

Two travel grants were awarded to Arthur Luna 
Borba Colen França, Universidade Federal do 
Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil) and to Inocent 
Moyo (University of Zululand, South Africa). 

7. CPG session at the 12th Korea‐China‐Japan 
Joint Conference on Geography, Jeju, 
Republic of Korea, August 23‐26, 2017, 
200 particiants 

This year‘s main theme of the conference was 
―Toward Sustainable Environments and Human 
Societies." The venue was Ara Convention 
Hall, Jeju National University (Photo 1) on Jeju 
Island. The theme of the CPG session was: 
―The Development and Challenges of Political 
Geographies in Northeast Asia.‖ (Chinese, 
Japanese, Korean, English). 

8. Co sponsored Summer Program on ―The 
Belt and Road & Political Geography‖, 
Sun‐Yat‐sen University, Guangzhou, 
China, 27 August – 9 September 2017 , 120 
participants 

Two weeks programme for PhD students and 
advanced Master students from China and 
beyond, organized by CPG member LIU 
Yungang (Chinese, Japanese, English). 

c. Future events (more detailed 
information about future events can be 
found on the IGU CPG website) 

 

IGU 2018 Thematic Conference ―Practical 
Geography and XXI Century Challenges‖ 
Moscow, Russia, 6‐8 June 2018 

Activities at the 2018 Regional Conference 
―Apprécier la difference/Appreciating 
difference‖ in Québec, Canada, 6‐10 August 
2018, CPG Post‐conference fieldtrip organized 
by BiG (to be confirmed) 

Second ABS World Conference  
―Border‐Making and its Consequences: 
Interpreting Evidence from the "post‐Colonial" 
and "post‐Imperial" 20th Century‖. 
Budapest/Vienna , 10‐14v July 2018 

CPG  Co‐sponsored  III  Congresso  
Brasileiro  de  Geografia  Política,  
Geopolítica  e  Gestão  do 
Territórioconference, Niterói,Rio de Janeiro, 
10 September 2018 

16th BRIT Conference ―North‐South Dialogue 
on Border Management‖. Ibadan, Nigeria – 
Cotonou, Benin, October 15 ‐ 18, 2018. 

Individual participations at the 2018 AAG 
Annual Conference and the Preconference of 
the AAG Political Geography Specialty Group 
in New Orleans in April 2018, the 2018 ABS 
Annual Conference in San Antonio in April 
20o18, the 2018 RGS/IBG Annual Conference 
in Cardiff in September 2018,. . World Social 
Science Forum 2018, 25‐28 September 2018, 
Fukuoka, Japan 

C. Networking 

a. Collaboration with other IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces: The 
Commission on Political Geography has 
worked with other IGU Commissions, in order 
to organise a group of joint sessions at the IGC , 
the IGU Regional Conferences and the IGU 
Thematic Conference, especially History, 
Gender and Education and with Islands and 
Geomorphology 
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The Commission chairs have contributed to 
OUSUS (including a session in Beijing 2016 
The Political Geography of Urban 
Sustainability 

Presented at 33rd International Geographical 
Congress Beijing, 21‐25 August 2016 
(OURSUS session) 

b. Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter and multi-
disciplinary groups in 2012‐2013 The 
Commission on Political Geography has been 
actively collaborating with other international 
research groups, such as BRIT (Border Regions 
in Transition), ABS (Association of 
Borderlands Studies), Società Geografica 
Italiana, EuGeo, Association of American 
Geography Political Geography Study Group, 
and many others, in order to co‐organise and 
co-sponsor conference and seminars. 

c. Cooperative efforts with ISSC 
(International Social Science Council) and 
with ICSU (the International Council for 
Science) programs. 

D. Publications 

a. Newsletters, special journal issues, and 
books published in 2012‐2013 (please 
provide complete citations for all 
publications). 

Newsletters are available on the website of the 
Commission on Political Geography including 
the two newsletters edited in 2016 and 2017 (nr. 
21 and 22). 

In the same span of time, some of the papers 
presented in IGU CPG sponsored or organized 
conferences have been submitted to different 
journals and are now in the referee process or 
published. For example the publication of a 
forum on the Columbian peace process (based 
on sessions in Spanish in La Paz) is pending in 
Geopolitics 

Heriberto Cairo, Ulrich Oslender, Carlo Emilio 
Piazzini, Jerónimo Ríos, Sara Koopman, 
Vladimir Montoya Arango, Flavio Bladimir 
Rodriguez M., Liliana Zambrano Quintero, 
(2018) ―Territorial Peace‖: The Emergence of a 
Concept in Colombia‘s Peace Negotiations‖ 
Geopolitics (forthcoming). 

A virtual special issue Geopolitics and peace / 
Geopolitics for peace has been published by 
Taylor and Francis with a selection of relevant 
article from the archive of Geopolitics 
http://explore.tandfonline.com/content/pgas/fge
o‐virtual‐special‐issue. (open access until the 
end of 2017). 

A selection of papers presented at the 2016 
PreConference in Guangzhou has been 
published in English and in Chinese. 

LIU Yungang (Ed.) Towards New Political 
Geographies: Bridging East and West. Hong 
Kong: China Review Academic Publishing. 

b. The current accurate URL of the 
commission‘s web site 

http://www.igu‐cpg.unimib.it/ 

The webmaster is: Anna Casaglia, Anna 
Casaglia anna.casaglia@uef.fi 

The Commission has got also a mailing list; in 
order to Subscribe to the CPG new mailing 
list, it is necessary to send an empty email to 
IGU‐CPG‐ join@list.uva.nl or to send an email 
to the administrator v.d.mamadouh@uva.nl pm 

The Commission has got a Facebook group. 
IGU CPG Commission on Political Geography 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4560545977
63023/ 

To become a member, it is necessary to join 
Facebook and to send a request to the group 
administrator. elena.dellagnese@unimib.it 

E. Archival Contributions 
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C16.33 Commission on Population Geography 2017  

MEMBERSHIP 

1A. Commission on Population Geography 
Steering Committee Members, 2016-20 

Professor Etienne Piguet (Chair) Institut de 
Géographie Université de Neuchâtel 

2000 Neuchâtel Switzerland 
Tel : +41-32-7181919 
Fax : +41-32-7181701 
etienne.piguet@unine.ch 

Professor Jianfa Shen (Vice-Chair) 
Department of Geography and Resource 
Management 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong Shatin, 
N.T. 
Hong Kong 
Tel.: +852-3943-6469 
Fax : +852-2603-5006 
jianfa@cuhk.edu.hk 

Dr. Nikola Sander (Secretary) 
Forschungsdirektorin Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 4 

D-65185 Wiesbaden Germany 
Tel.: +49-611 75 2235 
nikola.sander@bib.bund.de 

Professor Martin Bell School of Geography 
University of Queensland Brisbane QLD 4072 
Australia 

Tel.: +61 7 3365 1111 
martin.bell@uq.edu.au 

Professor Charlotta Hedberg Umeå 
universitet, Samhällsvetarhuset, Plan 3 & 4 

901 87 Umeå 
Tel.: +46 90 786 56 02 
charlotta.hedberg@umu.se 

Professor K Bruce Newbold School of 
Geography and Geology McMaster University 

Hamilton, Ontario - Canada 
Tel: 905-525-9140 
newbold@mcmaster.ca 

Professor Pierre Kamdem 

MIMDEL 
Université de Dschang Cameroun 
Tél : + 237 94 58 38 02 / + 336 33 18 30 10 
pierre.kamdem@yahoo.fr 
pierre.kamdem@univ-poitiers.fr 

Professor Patrick Sakdapolrak 

Arbeitsgruppenleiter 
Institut für Geographie und Regionalforschung 
Universitätsstraße 7/5 
1010 Wien Austria 
Tel : +43-1-4277-48730 
patrick.sakdapolrak@univie.ac.at 

Professor Papa Sakho 

Chef du Département de Géographie 
Faculté des Lettres et Sciences Humaines 
UCAD Dakar 
Sénégal 
Tél. +221338254001 
papa.sakho@ucad.edu.sn 

Professor Darren Smith Professor of 
Geography Department of Geography Martin 
Hall Building 

East Park 
Loughborough University Leicestershire, 
LE11 3TU, UK 
Tel.: +44 (0)1509 222745 
D.P.Smith@lboro.ac.uk 

Professor Rainer Wehrhahn 
Arbeitsgruppenleiter Arbeitsgruppe Stadt- und 
Bevölkerungsgeographie. 

Geographisches Institut Universität Kiel 
Ludewig-Meyn-Straße 14 
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D-24098 Kiel 
Germany 
Te.: +49 431 880-2474 
wehrhahn@geographie.uni-kiel.de 

Professor Yu Zhu 

Director 
Center for Population and Development 
Research - Fujian Normal University 
FUZHOU, Fujian Province 
350007 
P. R. CHINA 
Tel.: +86 591 83441543 
zhu300@fjnu.edu.cn 

Professor Brenda Yeoh Saw Ai 

Department of Geography 
Asian Meta Centre for Population and 
Sustainable Development 
National University of Singapore Singapore 
Tel.: +65-6874-5281 
Fax: +65-6779-1428 
geoysa@nus.edu.sg 

1B. Commission members by country as of 15 
December 2017 

The commission counted 336 corresponding 
members as of 31.12.2015 and 374 as of 
15.12.2017 (+11%). 

Members by Country    

UK 49 13.1% Ghana 2 0.5% 

USA 31 8.3 Greece 2 0.5 

China 30 8.0 Iran 2 0.5 

India 25 6.7 Netherlands 2 0.5 

Poland 22 5.9 Taiwan 2 0.5 

Russia 22 5.9 N.a. 1 0.3 

Germany 17 4.6 Belgium 1 0.3 

Australia 13 3.5 Bulgaria 1 0.3 

Japan 13 3.5 Burkina 
Faso 1 0.3 

Czech Republic 9 2.4 Cameroon 1 0.3 

Romania 9 2.4 Côte 
d'Ivoire 1 0.3 

Sweden 9 2.4 Estonia 1 0.3 

Canada 8 2.1 Finland 1 0.3 

Switzerland 8 2.1 Indonesia 1 0.3 

France 7 1.9 Ireland 1 0.3 

New Zealand 6 1.6 Korea 1 0.3 

South Africa 6 1.6 Latvia 1 0.3 

Spain 6 1.6 Lithuania 1 0.3 

Austria 5 1.3 Mexico 1 0.3 

Brazil 5 1.3 Mongolia 1 0.3 

Hong Kong 5 1.3 Morocco 1 0.3 

Egypt 4 1.1 Philippines 1 0.3 

Hungary 4 1.1 Senegal 1 0.3 

Portugal 4 1.1 Slovenia 1 0.3 

Singapore 4 1.1 South 
Korea 

1 0.3 

Thailand 4 1.1 Tunisia 1 0.3 

Israel 3 0.8 Turkey 1 0.3 

Italy 3 0.8 UAE 1 0.3 

Serbia 3 0.8 Ukraine 1 0.3 

Slovakia 3 0.8 Total 373 100.0 

Fiji 2 0.5    

 

1C Commission‘s URL 

The Commission has a website http://www.igu-
popgeo.org/. The website is managed by Nikola 
Sander. 

2. Meetings 

2A. Meetings organized (or sponsored) in 
2016-17 

Beijing IGU China 21-25 August 2016 
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2B. Summary or program of meetings: 
Session organized and Questions 
addressed 

IGU – 33rd International Congress Beijing 
RPC 

Five sessions and one joint session were 
organized by the Commission on Population 
Geography. 

The session titles were: 

1. Demographic Divide 1: Coping with 
shrinking (Chair: Paul Gans) 

2. Demographic Divide 2: Coping with 
growth (Chair: Paul Gans) 

3. Processes of population change and 
migration (Chair: Jianfa Shen & Yu Zhu) 

4. Urbanisation and population change in 
China: parallels and differences to the 
developed world (Chair: Darren Smith) 

5. Migration and Climate change an overview 
with a specific focus on China and Asia 
(Chair: Etienne Piguet) 

6. Understanding Contemporary Dynamics of 
International Student Mobilities (Chair: 
Yvonne Riano) joint session with C12.10 
Gender and geography. 

3C Meetings and other events planned by the 
Commission, 2018 

IGU 2018 Thematic Conference 

Рractical geography and XXI century 
challenges - Moscow, 4-6 June 2018 https://igu-
online.org/2018-igu-thematic-conference-
moscow-june-2018/ 

Sessions organized by the commission: 

 Migration, Mobility and Climate change an 
overview with a specific focus on Russia 
and neighboring countries (МИГРАЦИЯ 
НАСЕЛЕНИЯ И ИЗМЕНЕНИЕ 

КЛИМАТА) 

IGU 2018 Regional Congress 

Québec, 06/10.08.2018 
https://www.ggr.ulaval.ca/igu-ugi-congres-
regional-2018-quebec 

Sessions organized by the commission: 

1. Refugee migration: Policies and 
practices in multi-scale perspectives 

Convenor of the session : Rainer Wehrhahn and 
Zine-Eddine Hathat 

2. Population Mobility in a context of 
Climate Change and its demographic 
consequences Joint session with 
Commission on Global Change and Human 
Mobility Convenors of the session : 
Josefina Dominguez and Etienne Piguet 

3. Understanding processes of population 
change and migration Convenor of the 
sessions : Jianfa Shen and Yu Zhu 

4. International Students Quo Vadis? 
Grasping their Mobilities and Tra- 
jectories and the Policies that Shape 
their Paths Convenors of the session : 
Yvonne Riaño and Etienne Piguet 

5. Population mobilities in Africa Joint 
session with Commission on African 
Studies Convenors of the session : Papa 
Sakho and Etienne Piguet 

6. Geographies of Global Aging Convenor 
of the session : Andrea Rishworth 

3. Networking 

3A Links with other IGU Commissions and 
Taskforces 

As the report on meetings listed above has 
illustrated the commission has engaged with 
several other IGU Commissions. 

The commission plans to pursue the fruitful 
contacts. Especially C08.17 Global Change and 



- 230 -

 227 

Human Mobility, C12.10 Gender and geography 
and the new Commission on African Studies 

3B Collaboration with other Inter-
disciplinary Groupings, 2018 

The existing collaborations (e.g. with the 
International Population Geographies 
Conference series, Population Geography 
Research Group of the RGS-IBG) will be 
maintained. 

3C Collaboration with ISSC and ICSU 

No direct collaboration 

4. Publications 

4A.Newsletters, Special journal issues and Books 

Newsletter 

The Commission has produced one Newsletter 

each year. All Newsletters are available on the 
website. 

Books 

The commission see his task as mainly a 
conference organizer where researcher can meet 
and discuss results before publication in 
scientific journals. The commission is not 
directly involved in publication activities. 

Journals 

Members of the steering committee are all very 
active in advisory board of among the best 
journals in population geography where they 
also publish regularly. 

5 Archival Contributions 

The content of Newsletters is archived on the 
website. Copies are always sent to IGU 
secretary general upon publication. 
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C16.34 Commission on the Sustainability of Rural Systems 2017 

Commission on the Sustainability of Rural 
Systems (CSRS) 2016-2017 Annual Report 

Submitted by Co-Chairs: Serge Schmitz and 
Holly Barcus 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ruralgeography/ 
Website: http://www.okayama-u.ac.jp/user/igu-
csrs/ 

A. Membership 

a. Steering Committee 

Co-
Chairpersons 
Serge Schmitz 

M 

 
Belgium 

 
Univ; of 
Liege 

 
s.schmitz@uliege.be 

Holly Barcus F USA Macalester 
College barcus@macalester.edu 

Steering Committee Members 
Frans 

THISSENM Netherlands Univ. of 
Amsterdam 

J.F.C.M.Thissen @ 
uva.nl 

Roy JONES M Australia Curtin 
Univ. r.jones @ curtin.edu.au 

Catalina 
ANCUTA F Romania 

West Univ. 
of 

Timisoara 

catalina.ancuta @ e-
uvt.ro 

Doo-Chul KIM 
M Japan Okayama 

University 
kim @ cc.okayama-

u.ac.jp 
Ana FIRMINO 

F Portugal Univ. Nova 
de Lisboa 

am.firmino @ 
fcsh.unl.pt 

Valerià PAÜL 
M Spain 

Univ. of 
Santiago de 
Compostela 

v.paul.carril@gmail.com 

Aleksandar 
LUKIŠ M Croatia Univ. of 

Zagreb alukic@geog.pmf.hr 

 

b. Commission Corresponding Members 

The number of corresponding members of 
CSRS is 544 in total from 57 countries as of 31 
December, 2017. 

Country 
Australia 

Number 
26 

Country 
Morocco 

Number 
1 

Austria 4 Netherlands 8 

Bangladesh 1 New Zealand 6 

Belgium 7 Nigeria 3 

Brazil 20 Poland 4 

Burundi 1 Portugal 8 

Cameroon 2 Romania 8 

Canada 54 Russia 3 

Chile 2 Saudi Arabia 1 

China 17 Serbia 2 

Columbia 1 Singapore 1 

Czech 
Republic 

7 Slovakia 1 

Egypt 2 Slovenia 2 

Finland 1 South Africa 7 

 

France 17 South Korea 24 

Germany 27 Spain 39 

Greece 1 Sri Lanka 1 

Guinea 1 Sudan 1 

Haiti 1 Sweden 5 

Hawaii 1 Syria 2 

Hong Kong 1 Taiwan 2 

India 14 Thailand 4 

Iran 6 Turkey 2 

Ireland 16 UK 17 

Israel 4 USA 24 

Italy 10 Vietnam 5 

Japan 115 Others 5 

Malaysia 1   

Mexico 1   

Croatia 1 Total 544 

 

B. Meetings 

The commission organizes one Colloquium per 
year including both paper sessions and 
fieldwork. We change of continent to give more 
opportunities to colleagues from different 
countries to participate to the Colloquium and 
the work of the Commission. The CSRS also 
organizes sessions during the main IGU 
Conference and takes part to the organization of 
several meetings. 
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a. 2016 Annual CSRS Meeting: Liege 

The 24th annual meeting took place in Belgium 
(July, 17th-22nd 2016). This was a particularly 
appropriate place to reflect on the sustainability 
of rural systems through the discussion about 
new technologies and new rural ways of life, 
agronomic innovations, ecosystem services and 
agroservices. Also, energy issues, 
multifunctional forests and countryside (with 
three focus on economy, environment and 
boundary concept), and the tourism or 
recreation development. And to analyze how to 
balance cultural and natural heritage and 
innovation with special references to the 
ecological and social dimensions. This 
colloquium was attended by 60 researchers 
from 17 countries (Australia, Bangladesh, 
Belgium, Brazil, Croatia, France, Germany, 
Israel, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Poland, Portugal, 
Slovenia, Spain, UK, USA). The colloquium 
presented two keynote lectures and 50 oral 
paper presentations. The program and the book 
of abstracts of the 24th colloquium was 
published by ―les Presses universitaires de 
Liège‖. The proceedings of this CSRS 
conference are published in two special, peer 
reviewed issues of Belgian journals indexed in 
Scopus: Bulletin de la Société Géographique de 
Liège and Belgeo. Colloquium website: 
www.laplec.ulg.ac.be/csrs2016 

Schmitz S., Dubois C., Cawley M. & M. Ciervo 
(Eds.) (2016). Sustainability of Rural Systems: 
Balancing Heritage and Innovation, 24th 
Colloquium of the Commission on the 
Sustainability of Rural Systems of the 
International Geographical Union, Liege, 
Atelier des Presses, 98 p. ISBN: 978-2-930772-
18-9. 

b. 2017 Annual CSRS Meeting: Vietnam 

The 25th Colloquium of The Commission on 
the Sustainability of Rural Systems, of 
International Geographical Union (IGU-CSRS), 
was organized in Vietnam (16 – 22 April 2017) 
under the theme: Rural spaces in a 

multifunctional transition: experience and 
adaptation. 

In April (16-22), we convened a successful 25th 
Colloquium of our commission hosted by 
University of Social Sciences and Humanities – 
Vietnam National University in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam. At this Colloquium, we had 3 
plenary sessions, 9 panel sessions and 1 poster 
session, cover different topics) and 4-day field 
trip in the Mekong Delta. Joining the 3-day 
colloquium in Ho Chi Minh City were 75 
professors, researchers from world- wide 
universities and research institutes of Australia, 
Belgium, China, Croatia, France, Italy, Japan, 
Korea, New Zealand, the Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, the USA 
and Vietnam, with 58 presentations and posters 
having sent to colloquium‘s organizers. 44 
people attended the fieldwork excursions. The 
field trip met the objective of introducing 
participants to: (1) the daily life of peasants in 
the Mekong Delta, their principal economic 
activities such as rice production, fruit 
gardening and aquaculture, (2) the varied 
landscapes of the delta (plains, wetlands, 
mountains and system of waterways) and (3) 
some forms of rural tourism (homestay, 
community-based tourism, pilgrimage and 
ecotourism).Papers presented in the colloquium 
will be published by the Journal of Science and 
Technology Development of Vietnam National 
University in Ho Chi Minh City (ISSN: 1859-
0128). As of December 7, 17 full papers were 
received, 13 review results have been returned 
and, up to date, 5 have been competed with the 
agreement for publication. The completed 
papers will be published in the December issue 
while those remaining will be published in the 
January issue of the journal. 

Website: 
http://csrs2017.hcmussh.edu.vn/Default.aspx?P
ageId=70e96533-872b-432b-bbbc- 
094db0f6663a 

c. 2018 Annual CSRS Meeting: Spain 
(upcoming) 
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Theme: Infinite Rural Systems in a Finite 
Planet: Bridging Gaps towards Sustainability 

The 26th CSRS Colloquium (16-21 Jully 2018) 
is specifically focused on bridging gaps raised 
in academic debates by offering a consistent set 
of questions around six selected broad themes. 
The debates regarding sustainability 
acknowledge that the Earth is finite, but the 
existing gaps can be addressed, and examined, 
through infinite rural systems. We welcome 
discussion in this respect in Galicia in July 
2018. 

Despite ―system‖ being a contested term in the 
social sciences, it frames a body of research that 
takes into account internal and external 
interrelationships, embracing social, cultural, 
political (including planning), environmental 
and economic issues. Reconciling these broad, 
but often contradictory themes, is part of the 
aim of bridging the gaps for the purposes of this 
CSRS Colloquium. Furthermore, identified 
gaps to be considered are related to 
geographical scales; for instance between the 
global arena (globalisation, world trade 
arrangements, global and climate change, etc.) 
and regional and local spaces of adaptation, or 
contestation. 

The regulatory spaces of nation-states (with or 
without devolved institutions) and supra-
national structures such as the European Union 
(EU) interact at multiple scales, resulting in a 
complex web of inter-relationships. Local 
engagement appears to be a basic feature in 
rural societies; doubtless most of the 
presentations at the 26th CSRS Colloquium will 
be devoted to interrogating the local scale. This 
will not detract attention from the other 
interrelated scales in order to comply with the 
overall endeavour of bridging the gaps towards 
sustainability.This Colloquium particularly 
welcomes contributions from and about Africa 
and Latin America, world regions 
underrepresented by ongoing activities of the 
IGU CSRS. 

 

d. IGU- UGI, Quebec City. 

Three sessions are organized by the 
Commission for the upcoming 2018 IGU 
Regional Meeting in Quebec. These include the 
following and are in collaboration with the 
newly formed Agriculture and Land 
Engineering Commission (AGLE). 

Rural Migration and Community Change 
(Prof S. Schmitz & Prof. H. Barcus) 

Around the world, rural spaces and 
communities face upheavals that both generate 
migrations but also result from these 
migrations. Migration related to out-migration, 
such as rural exodus, climate change, armed 
conflict, and economic decline are 
counterpoints to sometimes large-scale in-
migrations, such as counterurbanization, natural 
resource development, retirement and lifestyle 
migrations. These changing migration flows 
reshape rural systems and raise questions about 
the rural community economic, environmental, 
and social sustainability. This session highlights 
issues related to migration and community 
change and seeks to provide insights into the 
specific challenges and opportunities that 
emerge for rural places experiencing 
demographic change through migration. 

Rural Borderlands (Prof. P. Frederick & 
Prof. S. Schmitz) 

Across the globe, rural areas, often located at 
the periphery of states, provinces, and regions, 
are experiencing rapid change with many 
becoming increasingly contested territories. 
Demographic change as well as land use 
priorities are shaping livelihood opportunities 
and sustainability. Borderland regions further 
become contested social, political, and 
environmental territories. This session will 
explore issues of rural borderlands, including 
but not limited to political, economic, social 
and environmental issues. Research conducted 
in any part of the world is welcome. 
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Co-Proposal with AGLE: Rural Land 
Resources and Agricultural Change (Prof. 
H. Barcus & Prof. Y. Liu) 

Contemporary agricultural systems reflect a 
wide range of challenges, influenced 
significantly by local, state and global 
economic and land use demands. This 
transition, or turning point, results from such 
factors as constraints of meeting the global 
demand for increasingly meat-dominated diets; 
the on-going energy transition which leads to 
produce increasingly local and allocate crops 
and fields for energy production; and the 
erosion and destruction of soils. The session 
aims to analyze these transitions on different 
scales to attempt a synthesis and point 
recommendations in terms of governance. 

e. 2019 Annual CSRS Meeting: Saint Paul, 
Minnesota (USA) (in planning stages). 

C. Networking 

a. EUGEO Brussels, 4-6 September 2017. 
CO-Chair Serge Schmitz was member of the 
Organizing committee and co-organizes three 
sessions on Rural Europe.1.2 Rural Europe: 
Territorial perspective and rural development 
(11 papers from, Belgium, France, Hungary, 
Israël, Italy (2), Japan, Portugal, Romania & 
Spain) 

b. IGU-AGLE: Yulin, China 

i. Co-Chair Barcus attended the inaugural 
conference of the IGU- Agricultural 
Geography and Land Engineering 
Commission. She gave a keynote address 
titled ―Contested Space, Contested 
Livelihoods: An Overview of Two Decades 
of Pasture Management and Land Tenure 
Reform in Mongolia‖ and was Chair of two 
paper sessions and Discussant for two 
paper sessions at the conference. 

ii. Agricultural Geography and Land 
Engineering inaugural conference. Co-
Chair Holly Barcus attended this 
conference, participating as a keynote 

speaker, session chair and discussant. 
CSRS was one of three commissions to 
advance the Global Rural Plan. 

c. American Association of Geographers 
Annual Meeting in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

i. Three sessions are co-sponsored by the 
Rural Geography Specialty Group of the 
AAG (described below). 

Sessions 1&2: 

Title: Global Rural Transitions and 
Sustainability (IGU-CSRS sponsored) 

Session Description: The International 
Geographical Union Commission on the 
Sustainability of Rural Systems (IGU-CSRS), 
in collaboration with the Rural Geography 
Specialty Group of the American Association 
of Geographers, welcomes papers focusing on 
research relevant to rural sustainability across 
the globe. Topics might include, but are not 
limited to demographic & social change, 
agricultural change, transitional landscapes, 
multi-functionality, organic or small-scale 
agriculture, land use change, conservation and 
natural area management. Research conducted 
in any part of the world is welcome. 

Session 3: 

Title: Rural Geography in Africa, Asia, and 
Middle and South America 

Session Description: Rural Geography 
Specialty Group will again organize paper 
sessions highlighting research in Africa, Asia, 
and Middle and South America. For years there 
has been a perception that the Rural Geography 
Specialty Group of the Association of 
American Geographers is focused on rural 
geography in the western world. In an effort to 
dispel that myth and in recognition of the 
cutting-edge rural research occurring around the 
world, this paper session(s) will present the 
work of geographers studying rural issues in 
Africa, Asia, and/or Middle and South America. 
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d. 2017 Health Territories: Food Production, 
Nutrition & Food security 

i. Catalina ANCUTA (Board Member) Co-
Organizer 27-28 Oct. 2017, Timișoara, 
Romania. 

e. Publications 

Two special issues coming out from the CSRS 
2016 Conference in Liège were published in 
Fall 2017. 

Schmitz S. & Dubois C., (Eds) 2017. La 
durabilité des systèmes ruraux : concilier 
héritage et innovation, Sustainability of Rural 
Systems: Balancing Heritage and Innovation, 
Belgeo 2016-4. ISSN 2294-9135 
http://journals.openedition.org/belgeo/19320 

Dubois C., Firmino A., Kim D.-C. & Schmitz 
S. (Eds) (2017). Balancing Heritage and 
Innovation in sustainable rural systems, BSLg, 
vol. 69, 94p. .ISSN 0770-7576 ISBN 2-87298-
022-9 http://popups.ulg.ac.be/0770-7576/ 

19 contributions are included in the two 
volumes. 

1. Antrop, M. (2017). Balancing heritage and 
innovation – the landscape perspectives. 
BSGLg, 69: 47-51. 

2. Bicalho, A.M. & R. Peixoto (2017). Farmer 
and Scientific Knowledge of Soil Quality: 
A Social Ecological Soil Systems 
Approach. Belgeo, 2017/2. 

3. Bousbaine, A. & C. Bryant (2017). Les 
systèmes innovants alimentaires, cas 
d‘étude : la Ceinture Aliment Terre de 
Liège. Belgeo, 2017/2. 

4. Cawley, M. (2017). A strategic approach to 
protecting the sustainability of a natural 
heritage and tourism resource: the river 
Moy, Ireland. BSGLg, 69: 53-62. 

5. Ciervo, M. (2017). The olive rapid decline 
complex (ORDC) diffusion in Apulia 
Region: An apparent contradiction 

according to the agricultural model. Belgeo, 
2017/2.  

6. Dal Borgo, A.G. & G. Gambazza (2017). 
From abandoned village to ecovillage: a 
sustainable tourism experience by the 
community of Torri Superiore. BSGLg, 69: 
63-78. 

7. Douet, M. (2017). Du bon usage du bocage 
: la haie bocagère au cœur des enjeux de 
développement durable. Belgeo, 2017/2. 

8. Firmino A. & D.C. Kim (2017). Balancing 
Heritage and Innovation: Pathways towards 
the sustainability of Rural Systems. An 
Introduction, BSGLg, 69: 5-7. 

9. Hoefle, S. & A.M. Bicalho (2017). Nature 
Enclosures: Historic Peasants versus Public 
and Private Conservation Units of the 
Paraguay River in the Pantanal Wetlands of 
Western Brazil. Belgeo, 2017/2. 

10. Jones, R. & A. Buckley (2017). From the 
horse and cart to the internet: a century of 
rural connectivity change in rural Western 
Australia. BSGLg, 69: 9-16. 

11. Kumer, P. & I. Potoţnik Slaviţ (2017). 
Heterogeneous small-scale forest 
ownership: complexity of management and 
conflicts of interest. Belgeo, 2017/2. 

12. Mathis, D. (2017). Quelles trajectoires pour 
les territoires ruraux d‘étangs en Lorraine 
(1970 à nos jours) ?. Belgeo, 2017/2. 

13. Nguyen, T.M.A., Kim, D.C & F. Ubukata 
(2017). Negotiating the state-making in 
Vietnam borderland – Case study of an 
ethnic minority group in Central Vietnam. 
Belgeo, 2017/2. 

14. Robinson, G.M. & S.R. Robinson (2017). 
Improving landscape or recreating the 
picturesque? Three historic rural landscapes 
in the English Midlands. Belgeo, 2017/2. 

15. Rudnicki, R., Dubownik, A. & M. 
Biczkowski (2017). Diversification of 
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sources of income in agricultural holdings 
in the context of multi-functional 
development of rural areas in Poland. 
Belgeo, 2017/2. 

16. Schmitz, S. & C. Dubois (2017). 
Sustainability of Rural Systems: Balancing 
Heritage and Innovation. Belgeo, 2017/2. 

17. Schmitz, S. & C. Dubois (2017). Tensions 
sur le devenir des campagnes wallonne. 
Notes de terrain BSGLg, 69: 81-94. 

18. Spagnoli, L. & L. Mundula (2017). The 
family farming: a traditional model to 
foster the agriculture innovation. BSGLg, 
69: 17-28. 

19. Tobiasz-Lis, P. & M. Wójcik (2017). 
Representations of rural settlements in the 
debate of multifunctional countryside - 
Example of Poland. BSGLg, 69: 29-39. 

Vietnam Meeting: 

Select papers presented in the colloquium will 
be published by the Journal of Science and 
Technology Development, Vietnam National 
University in Ho Chi Minh City (ISSN: 1859-
0128) in December 2017. As of December 7, 
17 full papers were received, 13 review results 
have been returned and, up to date, 5 have been 
competed with the agreement for publication. 
The completed papers will be published in the 
December issue while those remaining will be 
published in the January issue of the journal. 

f. Additional Publications representing 
collaborations amongst CSRS members 

1. Barcus H.R., Werner C. (2017). Choosing 
to Stay:(Im) Mobility Decisions Amongst 
Mongolia‘s Ethnic Kazakhs. 
Globalizations, 14(1), 32-50. 

2. Barcus H. R., Smith, L. J. (2016). 
Facilitating native land reacquisition in the 
rural USA through collaborative research 
and Geographic Information Systems. 
Geographical Research, 54(2), 118-128. 

3. Quy, N. P. L., & KIM, D. C. (2017). 
⽔⼒発電ダム建設による地域ガバナン
スと⽣業の変化: 
中部ベトナムのカトゥ少数⺠族集落を
事例に. 地域地理研究= ( Impact of 
Hydropower Dam Construction on Local 
Governance and Livelihood Change : Case 
Study of a Katu Ethnic Village in Central 
Vietnam) Journal of systematic regional 
geography, 23(1), 1-17. 

4. Kim D.C., Truong Q. H. , Young K. J. 
(2016) 

베트남중부고원지대커피재배지역의확

대와토지소유관행의제도화: 닥락성( 省 

)을사례로(Expansion of Coffee Plantation 
and Institutionalization of Customary Land 
Ownership? Case study of Dak Lak 
Province in Vietnam), Journal of the 
Economic Geographical Society of Korea, 
19(2), 378-398. 

5. BIERMANN S.; OLARU D., PAÜL V. 
(Eds.) (2016): Planning Boomtown and 
Beyond. Crawley: The University of 
Western Australia. 786 pp. ISBN: 
9781742589084. 

6. LOIS R.C., PAÜL V. (2016): ―La mutante 
lectura geográfica de las montañas gallegas: 
de su «dificultad de estudio» a «periferia en 
muy acusada crisis»‖ in VERA, J.F., 
OLCINA, J., HERNÁNDEZ, M. (Eds.): 
Paisaje, cultura territorial y vivencia de la 
geografía. Libro homenaje al Profesor 
Alfredo Morales Gil. Sant Vicent del 
Raspeig: Universitat d‘Alacant. pp. 213-
247. ISBN: 978-84-16724-03-1. 

7. PAÜL V. (2017): ―A protección das 
paisaxes naturais galegas‖ in ARQUIVO 
DE GALICIA; GARCÍA GARCÍA C. & 
GARCÍA MIRAZ M. M. (Coords.): 
Paisaxe e patrimonio. Un percorrido polo 
territorio a través do Arquivo de Galicia. 
Santiago de Compostela: Xunta de Galicia. 
pp. 107-145. ISBN: 978-84- 453-5275-5. 
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8. PAÜL V.; TRILLO-SANTAMARÍA J.M., 
PÉREZ-COSTAS P. (2016): ―Action 
Research for Tourism Planning in Rural 
Areas? Examining an Experience from the 
Couto Mixto (Galicia, Spain)‖, 
Geographical Research, 54(2): 153-164. 
ISSN: 1745-5871. 

9. PAÜL V. (2016): ―Periurban Open Spaces: 
A Missing Dish on the Boomtown Planning 
Menu?‖ in BIERMANN, S.; OLARU, D., 
PAÜL, V. (Eds.): Planning Boomtown and 
Beyond. Crawley: The University of 
Western Australia. pp. 277-304. ISBN: 
9781742589084. 

10. TRILLO-SANTAMARÍA J.M., PAÜL V. 
(2016): ―Transboundary protected areas as 
ideal tools? Analyzing the Gerês-Xurés 
transboundary biosphere reserve‖, Land 
Use Policy, 52: 454-463. ISSN: 0264-8377. 

11. Sudeep J. T., Roy J., Birdsall Jones C. . 
(2017). The Politics of conservation: 
Sonaha, riverscape in the Bardia National 
Park and Buffer Zone, Nepal.Conservation 
and Society 15, 292-303. 

12. Jones, R., Bryant C.R. (2016). Editorial: 
Participatory action research for rural and 
regional development. Geographical 
Research 54, 115□117. 

13. Jones T., Jones R., Hughes M. (2016). 
Heritage designation and scale: a World 
Heritage case study of the Ningaloo Coast. 
International Journal of Heritage Studies 
22, 242□260. 

14. Jones R. (2016) ―Socioeconomic 
unsustainability to environmental 
unsustainability? The trajectory of tourism 
in Australia‘s south west corner.‖ In 
Tourism 2016: Proceedings of the 
International Conference on Global 
Tourism and Sustainability, edited by 
Sergio Lira, Ana Mano, Cristina Pinheiro 
and Rogerio Amoeda. Green 
Lines Institute for Sustainable 

Development, Barcelos, Portugal. 

15. Firmino A. (2016) From Agropolis to 
Ecopolis, what changed? Geographical 
Approaches to Food Issues, in Geoprogress 
Journal, Vol. 3, Issue 1, Editor: 
Geoprogress, 9-28. 

16. Firmino A. (2017) My Flower Has Only 
Four Thorns. Journal of Sustainable Rural 
Development, 1(1), 83-88. 
https://doi.org/10.18869/nrip.jsrd.1.1.81 

17. Firmino A., Brites C. (2017) Associações 
Sócio-Terapêuticas e Sociedade: Diálogos 
solidários, (Socio-Therapeutic Associations 
and Society: solidarian dialogues) in 
Mourão, I. et al (Ed.) Actas Portuguesas de 
Horticultura, nº 27, Iº Colóquio Nacional de 
Horticultura Social e Terapêutica, APH, 
Lisboa, 103-111; 

18. Poggi F., Firmino A., Amado, M. (2016). 
Reforço da eficiência energética à escala do 
município. Um processo em evolução. 1º 
Simpósio Lusófono, 31 de Maio 2016, 
Lisboa, Cidades para Nós – Envolver 
comunidades e cidadãos no 
desenvolvimento sustentável, 134-135. 
ISBN 978-972-636-256-2 

19. Poggi F.; Firmino A., Amado M. (2017) 
Assessing energy performances: A Step 
toward energy efficiency at the municipal 
level, Sustainable Cities and Societies, 33, 
57-69. 

20. Poggi F., Firmino A., Amado, M. (2017) 
SMART RURAL: a model for planning 
net-zero energy balance at municipal level, 
Energia Procedia, CISBAT, 2017, 
International Conference Future Building & 
Districts – Energy Efficiency from Nano to 
Urban Scale 122, 56-61 

21. Ciervo M., Schmitz S., (2017). Sustainable 
biofuel: a question of scale and aims, 
Moravian Geographical Reports, 25/4, in 
press. 
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22. Dubois C., Cawley M., Schmitz S.,( 2017). 
The tourist on the farm: A 'muddled' image, 
Tourism Management, 59, 298-311.. 

23. Schmitz S., Lekane-Tsobgou D., (2016), 
Developing Tourism Products and new 
Partnerships through Participative Action 
Research in Rural Cameroon, 
Geographical Research, 54: 143-152.. 

24. Schmitz S., Vanderheyden V., (2016), 
Reflexive Loops on Scaling issues in 
Landscape Quality Assessment, Land Use 
Policy, 53: 3-7. 

25. Thissen F., (2017), Je thuis voelen in het 
dorp, Geron, 19(1): 13-16. 

g. Collaborative Projects 

i. "Moral Ecologies", a co‐edited (Carl 
Griffin, Roy Jones and Iain Robertson) 
book project for Palgrave MacMillan; 
includes contributions by Roy Jones and 
Scott Hoefle. 

ii. "Twentieth Century Land Settlement 
Schemes", a co‐edited (Roy Jones and 
Alexandre Diniz) book project for 
Routledge; includes contributions by Roy 
Jones, Alexandre Diniz, Irit Amit‐Cohen, 
Frans Thissen, John Selwood, Scott Hoefle 
and Ana Maria Bicalho. 

iii. Roy Jones is also involved in a projected 
theme issue proposal on 'Changing 
Villages; what about people?' for the 
Journal of Rural Studies. Frans Thissen is 
one of the issue editors for this project 
(which included a meeting in Leuven) and 
will presumably note this in his report. 

iv. Serge Schmitz is part of the Core Group of 
the COST Action TU1401 (2014‐2018) 

Renewable Energy and Landscape of Quality. 
The Action will work on the following 
program: Systematic review and 
meta‐analysis, Strategic case studies, 
Multidimensional scenario techniques. 
Researchers from 28 European Countries 
are implied in this project. 
http://cost‐rely.eu/ 

v. Serge Schmitz co‐leaded a bilateral project 
with Romania on past mining areas and 
rural development. http://www. 
dipacult.usv.ro/ 

vi. Serge Schmitz co‐leaded a project with 
colleagues from the Philippines on Local 
Adaptation, Resilience & Interpretation of 
socio‐natural hazards, and environment 
management in the Philippines. 

h. Websites & Facebook: 

i. CSRS Website: http://www.okayama-
u.ac.jp/user/igu-csrs/ 

Our Website is obsolete. One of the task for the 
next months will be to create a new one. 

ii. Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ruralgeography/ 

iii. Meeting Specific Websites: 

1. Belgium 2016: http://www.laplec.ulg.ac. 
be/csrs2016/ 

2. Vietnam 2017: http://csrs2017.hcmussh.ed 
u.vn/Default.aspx?PageId=70e96533- 
872b-432b-bbbc-094db0f6663a 

3. Spain 2018: http://26ruralcolloquium.eu/ 

D. Archival Contributions 

The book-program of Liege conference and the 
volume 69 of BSGLg were sent to the archive. 
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C16.35 Joint Commission on Toponymy 2017 

A. Membership 

(i) Members (Steering board) 

Choo, Sungjae (Republic of Korea) 
sjchoo@khu.ac.kr 

Ferland, Yaïves (Canada) 
Yaives.Ferland@hst.ulaval.ca 

Jordan, Peter (Austria, Common IGU/ICA 
vice-chair) peter.jordan@oeaw.ac.at 

Menezes, Paulo de (Brazil, ICA co-chair) 
pmenezes@acd.ufrj.br 

Ormeling, Ferjan (Netherlands) 
f.ormeling@geo.uu.nl 

Palagiano, Cosimo (Italy, IGU co-chair) 
cosimo.palagiano@uniroma1.it 

Raper, Peter (South Africa) raperpe1@ 
iburst.co.za 

Watanabe, Kohei (Japan) kw10004@cam.ac.uk 

A. Meetings 

1. 29th UNGEGN Session, Bangkok, 25-29 
April 2016: 

Presentation of the Commission in a side event. 
The twenty-ninth session of the United Nations 
Group of Experts on Geographical Names was 
held at the headquarters of the Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific in 
Bangkok from 25 to 29 April 2016, in 
accordance with Economic and Social Council 
decision 2014/240. This conference primarily 
focused on the importance of work in 
supporting United Nations Conferences on the 
Standardization of Geographical Names and the 
essential assistance it continues to afford 
Member States in the standardization of 
geographical names and related areas of 
cartography and geographical information 
management. 171 participants from about 50 
UN State members and 9 observers attended. 

Cosimo Palagiano represented the IGU as 
observer. Other 10 members of the Commission 
on Toponymy actively attended. 

2. IGU Congress, Beijing, 21-25 August 
2016 

Commission session titled ―Place names as 
social constructs‖. So far about 10 abstracts 
submitted. About 40 participants of the 
Commission attended.At the Session presented 
by the IGU-ICA Commission ―Place Names As 
Social Constructs‖ 10 papers were approved 
about the Economic value of other side of place 
names (by Sungjae Choo et al.), The Toponymic 
Brand Equity in Seoul, Korea (by Heesu Kim et 
al.), Metamorphic Toponymic identities in 
urban villages of NCT of Delhi (by Kriti 
Kanaujia), Post-colonial urbanization and 
changes of vernacular Toponyms around 
Bupyeoun-gu, Incheon (by Je Hun Ryu), 
Diachronic analysis of the Geodonymic (street 
name) space of Ashtana City (by Madina 
Tussupbekova et al.), The definition of 
Toponyms Mentioned in Secret History of 
Mongols (by Dash Doljin), Spatial Patterns of 
Manchu Place Names in Northeast China (by 
Zhu Zhenhua et al.), Probing the place identity 
via the naming of bus stops (by Dong Po Deng), 
Cultural Interpretation of place name brand in 
the process of Marketzation – As an example of 
“ChenMai BailLian Goose” (by Zhaoliang 
Zhangzhengsheng), Spatial politics of street 
names between Taipei and Shanghai (by Huang 
Wenchuan). 

3. Regional Pan-American Symposium on 
Toponymy; in co-operation with 
PAIGH, IBGE and ICSU Americas, Rio 
de Janeiro, 15 – 17 March, 2017. 

The International Pan American Symposium on 
Toponymy, organized by the Joint ICA/IGU 
Commission on Toponymy, was held from May 
3 – 5, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The 
Symposium had the support of the Federal 
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University of Rio de Janeiro, through the Post 
Graduation Program in Geography and 
GeoCart, Laboratory of Cartography of the 
Department of Geography, the Pan American 
Institute of Geography and History, PAIGH, as 
well as the Brazilian Institute of Geography and 
Statistics, IBGE. 

The location in the Centro de Ciências 
Matemáticas e da Natureza – CCMN, 
Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ) 
Av. Athos de Oliveira Ramos, 274, Cidade 
Universitária, Rio de Janeiro, RJ – Brasil was 
excellent in a department surrounded by a 
luxuriant garden. 

We can highlight the presence of Prof. Paulo 
Menezes, organizer and ICA Chair of the Joint 
ICA/IGU Commission on Toponymy, Prof. 
Cosimo Palagiano, from Italy, IGU Chair of the 
Joint ICA/IGU Commission on Toponymy, 
Prof. Peter Raper from South Africa and Prof. 
Yaïves Ferland from Canada. Due to the 
concurrence of two events Peter Jordan. 
Common vice-Chair of the Joint Commission 
could not attend the Symposium. 

The event had 92 registered delegates from 8 
countries, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Portugal, 
Argentina, Dominican Republic, South Africa 
and Italy. There were 24 papers and 6 keynote 
oral presentations. 

During his welcome speech Cosimo Palagiano 
underlined the importance of the collaboration 
between geographers and cartographers, which 
was the aim when the Commission was planned 
in 2011 in Santiago de Chile and established in 
2012 in Cologne. The interaction between 
geography and cartography is particularly 
essential in toponymy. 

Paulo Menezes went over the history if our 
Joint Commission on Toponymy, whose 
founder fathers are. Ron Abler, Peter Jordan, 
Paulo Menezes and Cosimo Palagiano. 

The main themes were Toponymy on Maps, 
Toponymy and Education, Indigenous and 

Minority Toponymy. The old maps of Brazil 
presented by Paulo Menezes have been of 
particular interest, as well as the discussion on 
the above subjects. 

During the Closing Ceremony Peter Raper, 
Paulo Menezes and Yaïves Ferland delivered a 
speech on the excellence of the contributions 
and discussions, which were very interesting 
and deepened. Yaïves Ferland also 
disseminated the first circular of the 2018 
International Geographical Union Regional 
Conference which will be held in Quebec City 
from August 6 to 10, 2018. The theme of the 
meeting is ―Appreciating difference, Apprécier 
la difference‖, which is a common Quebec 
expression. The website of the conference is: 
igu2018.ulaval.ca. 

Cosimo Palagiano highlighted the presence and 
the activity of many young researchers, who are 
our future. To them we wish a bright future in 
life and research. 

The event was successful and one of the main 
decisions made by the plenary of the Closing 
Ceremony was to organize the SIPAT meeting 
every two years. 

4. Pre-conference symposium of ICC 
Washington D.C. jointly with the ICA 
Commission on the History of 
Cartography, 29-30 June 2017. 

The ACI Workshop ―Charting the Cosmos of 
Cartography: History – Names – Atlases‖ has 
been held in the Library of Congress ‘ 
Geography and Map Division in Washington 
DC, 28-30 June 2017. This workshop has been 
organized by ICA Commission on the History 
of Cartography, ICA Commission on 
Toponymy, and ICA Commission on Atlases. 

These about 25 papers have been presented: Ed 
Redmont, George Washington as Map Maker, 
Chas Langelaan, The Mason Dixon Line – a 
story of pioneering technical triumph, Derek 
Alderman, Naming Place as Doing Violence 
and Justice: Racism, Memory-Work, and Why 
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Black Toponymies Matter, Peter Jordan, The 
Use of Minority Place Names on Maps of the 
Third Austrian Military Survey – with a 
regional focus on Slovenian and Croatian lands, 
Jana Moser, Atlas-Maps and Atlases as 
Visualization of the Global Condition – School 
Atlases in Germany and in the United States, 
Lindsay Braun, An Agent in Pretoria: Fred 
Jeppe, the Cartography of the Transvaal, and 
British Imperial Knowledge before 1900, Láslo 
Zentai, Transformation of relief representation 
from hachures to contour lines on the 
topographic maps in Hungary, Abel Hegedüs, 
Hungarian military mapping abroad 1919-1990, 
Cosimo Palagiano, The Ptolemy‘s Atlas maps 
and their amendments, Paulo de Menezes, 
Comparative Study of the Geographical Map of 
Rio de Janeiro Province, 1823 – An Attempt to 
Dating, Mark Monmonier, Motives for 
Patenting a Map Projection: Did Fame Trump 
Fortune?, Jan Mokre, Franz Ritter von 
Hauslaub (1798-1883) – An Austrian 
Representative of the Progress of Cartography 
in the 19 th century, Imre Demhardt, Becoming 
Petermann: A Tale of Five Brtish Atlases, 
1848-1855, Peter Raper, Reconstructing and 
Mapping Prehistoric Toponyms, Elri 
Liebenberg, The Cape of Good Hope: The 
toponymic evolution of some of its 
topographical features as depicted on historical 
maps, Albina Apriadsa &amp; Ari Cahyono, 
Defining Toponyms in Indonesia‘s Papua: 
Historical Political Interests and Native 
Legacies, Hyo Hyun Sung &amp; Sejin Ahn, 
Developing the guideline for standardization of 
Marine Geographical Naming: Problem 
Oriented Analysis, Yaïves Ferland, Back to the 
Feature! Geographical Relationships among 
Palce names Readable on Maps, Karen Cook, 
Drawn for the Mind‘s Eye: Map Metaphors in 
Early Modern English Literature, Eric Losang, 
The atlas narrative – new approaches reflecting 
on the development of US world atlases 
between the Civil War and World War I, 
Thomas Sculz, The Statistical Atlases of the 
Baltic States 1918-1940: First National Atlases 
of the three newly independent countries, 
Hussein Abdulmuttalib , History of Land and 

Marine Atlases, Maps and Images of Dubai, 
Francis Harvey, Herbert Bayer‘s 1953 World 
Geo-Graphic Atlas: A Novel Atlas at the time 
and still today, Igor Drecki, New Zealand: New 
Zealand Government Cartography: Mapping 
Ross Dependency. Two Technical Tours have 
been held: 1) Map Vault of the Geography 
&amp; Map Division, and 2) Treasures of the 
Folger Shakespeare Library. 

Some of these papers will be published in The 
Cartographical Journal, directed by Alexander 
Kent. 

5. International Cartographic Conference, 
Washington D.C., 2-7 July 2017: The 
ICA/IGU Commission had its usual 
toponymic sessions. 

Location: Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, 2660 
Woodley Road NW, Washington, District Of 
Columbia 20008 USA. 

―28 Sessions for Commission an Working 
Group business meetings (on Atlases, 
Cartographic Heritage into the Digital, 
Education and Training, Generalisation and 
Multiple Representation, Geospatial Analysis 
and Multiple Representation, History of 
Cartography, Map Projections, Maps and 
Internet, Planetary Cartography, Topographic 
mapping , Toponymy, etc.) and 3 additional 
Special Topics (Semiology and Bertin at 50 
years, Land use and Land Cover, Critical 
Cartography) for ICC 2017 were held. About 
500 papers were presented and discussed. Paulo 
de Menezes chaired the Business Meeting of 
the ICA Commission on Toponymy. In the 
session of Commission of Toponymy Paulo de 
Menezes presented a paper on Toponymic 
Contributions in the area of Santa Cruz Farm – 
Rio de Janeiro Capitancy – Brazil, Cosimo 
Palagiano presented a paper on The place 
names of the Middle East before and after the 
discovery of Americas. Some examples from 
ancient maps. In the same Commission 
Toponymy chaired by Peter Jordan Riemer 
Reinsma presented a paper on Prototypical 
peripheral toponym pairs expressing the 
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concept ‗all over the country‘ as a part of the 
mental map, Mohsen Dhieb and Younghoon 
Kim presented titles on When places change 
their names on maps. Cases study from the 
Arab world and Disappearance and survival of 
geographical place names in new address 
system in Cheongju, South Korea respectively. 
In the session of Commission Education and 
training Georg Gartner presented a paper on 
The triangle of competences as elementary part 
of modern cartographic education. In The 
Commission Ubiquitous mapping Georg 
Gartner also presented a paper about the 
function maps. In the Commission History of 
Cartography László Zentai presented a paper on 
Adventures of a world atlas – History of the 
publication of the Debes Atlas in Hungary. 
Imre Josef Demhardt chaired the Business 
meeting of the ICA Commission on History of 
Cartography. I the same Commission Imre 
Josef Demhardt presented a paper on Mapping 
the Suez Canal: Cartographic Heritage of a 
Nineteenth Century Engineering Behemoth and 
Elri Liebenberg presented a paper on David 
Livingstone‘s mapping of south-central Africa, 
1849-1873. 

Yaïves Ferland presented a poster on Back to 
the Feature! Direction, Distance, Disposition 
and Orientation in the Ontology of some Place 
Names. 

These are some of the papers presented. A 
choice of them will be published in The 
Cartographical Journal, directed by Alexander 
Kent‖. 

6. United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names (UNGEGN) 

The 11th UN Conference on the Standardization 
of Geographical Names was held from 8 to 17 
August 2017 in the Conference Room 3 of the 
United Nations in New York, NY 10017 USA. 
About 

60 State Members of the United Nations 
gathered in 23 divisions, that make up the 
UNGEGN according to a rough-and ready 

linguistic rule, were registered. In addition 8 
representatives or observers (from IGU, 
ICANN, ICA, Names Society of Southern 
Africa, ESRI, Google, Universitad Nacional de 
Columbia, DGACM, The make Things 
Workshop, AISI-CIG, Wuhan University) were 
registered. This list was completed by 7 people 
of the United Nations Secretariat. The 
Conference begins with reflection on the past 
and future for the fiftieth anniversary of the 
United Nations Conference on the 
Standardization of Geographical Names. Some 
national and international meetings, 
conferences, symposiums, publicity and 
publications follow, with the report by the 
International Hydrographic Organization, the 
activities of the joint IGU/ICA Commission on 
Toponymy, the International Map Year 2015-
2016 (submitted by Liaison Officer of ICA), 
Place names day and place names Bee in 
Latvia, The International Symposium on 
Application of Marine Geophysical Data and 
Undersea Feature Names, the International 
Seminar on Sea Names. Some national 
standardizations follow, with the description of 
administrative structure of national names 
authorities, legislation, policies and procedures. 
Toponymic guidelines for map editors and 
other editors. Geographical Names as culture, 
heritage and identity (including indigenous, 
minority  and  regional  language  names), 
Toponymic data files and gazetteers, Exonyms, 
Writing systems and pronunciation, Country 
names. Terminology in the standardization of 
geographical names. Toponymic education. 
Features beyond a single sovereignty and 
international cooperation. Arrangements for the 
twelfth Conference. Draft organization of work. 
During the Conference some special 
presentations (on UN-GGIM, A reflection of 
UNGEGN Capacity building programme and 
communication and publication activities, Title 
TBD, Geographical names standardization in 
Africa: challenges and constraints, New York 
City urban names, Positioning geospatial 
information to address global challenges, 
―Mapping our Seas, Oceans and Waterways – 
more important than ever‖, ―Field Names in the 
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Tyrol (Austria), Collection, Standardization and 
cultural aspects‖, ―Location and Place Names in 
creating the Smart, Sustainable, and Resilient 
Communities of the Future‖, Title TBD‖, 
―Māori geographical naming in New Zealand, 
with emphasis on the Treaty of Waitangi‖, 
SALB) were presented. The following panels 

5were discussed: National Names Authorities, 
Geographical Names as Cultural Heritage, 
Making Geographical Names Data Accessible 
and Available, UN resolutions of exonyms: 
witnesses of the past or guidelines still 
observed? , Writing names in so-called non-
written languages. Support of geographical 
names data files and gazetteers to UN-GGIM 
activities like the SDG‘s and 2030 Agenda. The 
plenary presentations were: Measures taken and 
proposed to implement United Nations 
resolutions on the standardization of 
geographical names, including the economic 
and social benefits, Reports on the work of the 
United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names, its divisions, working 
group and task team since the Tenth 
Conference, Reports by Governments on the 
situation in their countries and on the progress 
made in the standardization of geographical 
names in the standardization of geographical 
names since the Tenth Conference. During the 
lunch time some meetings were organized to set 
out particular problems. For the documents 
presented during the 30th Session of the United 
Nations Group of Experts on Geographical 
Names 7 & 18 August 2017, New York see: 
https://unstats.un.org/UNSD/geoinfo/UNGEGN
/ungegnConf11.html.Among the interesting 
discussions I would like to emphasize the 
following ones: 1) The Romanization of the 
geographical names ; 2) The standardization of 
geographical names, 3) The training in 
toponymy 4) The exonyms, 5)  The cultural 
heritage, 6)  The naming of indigenous people 
place names. But the  most important issues are 
the Romanization of the geographical names , 
the training in toponymy and the exonyms, 
Peeter Päll presented a report which I enclose as 
well I enclose the program of Icute for the 

training in toponymy, while Peter Jordan has 
discussed many years about the exonyms. Peter 
Jordan also presented a report on our IGU-ICA 
Joint Commission on Toponymy. 

7. The sixth EUGEO Congress 

The sixth EUGEO Congress has been held in 
Buxelles/Brussels in the prestigious Palace of the 
Academies from September 3 rd to 6 th , 
articulated in 39 parallel sessions (78 sub-
sessions, that included toponymy themes) and 6 
plenary sessions. The participants, from all over 
Europe and more, were around 300. EUGEO is 
the Association of Geographical Societies in 
Europe. The aim of EUGEO is to represent its 
members at the European level and to coordinate 
and initiate joint activities of the members to 
advance research and education on the Geography 
of Europe and to promote the scientific discipline, 
the school subject and the professional practice of 
Geography in Europe. EUGEO Congresses are 
held every two years (Amsterdam,2007; 
Bratislava, 2009; London, 2011; Rome, 2013; 
Budapest, 2015) and are characterized by a very 
open atmosphere and with a large participation of 
young researchers. Thanks to the excellent work 
of the organizers, the Brussels congress was also 
an opportunity to get to know the city better and 
to visit some of the areas that are less subject to 
tourist flows  (eg   a   Molenbeeck   walking   tour   
and   a   city   tour   with   trams).   During the 
congress the General Assembly of the 
Organization met, which thanked the outgoing 
President Henk Ottens for his extraordinary work 
during his mandates. The Executive Committee, 
collecting what emerged unanimously at the 
meeting, elected Zoltan Kovacs as the new 
President.The Executive Committee also met a 
IGU delegation, setting to further strengthen 
cooperation between the two organizations. More 
info about the Congress and paper abstract can be 
found at the link: https://eugeo2017. 
sciencesconf.org; EUGEO website is 
www.eugeo.eu 

Massimiliano Tabusi, EUGEO General 
Secretary 

8. Symposium ―Place names, diversity and 
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heritage‖, Windhoek, Namibia, 18-20 
September 2017, locally organized by the 
Unit for Language Facilitation and 
Empowerment of the University of the Free 
State. 

Critical toponymy; Place names in political, 
historical and commercial landscapes, Jointly 
organised by the Joint IGU/ICA Commission 
on Toponymy, The UFS and UNAM 
University of Namibia, Windhoek, Namibia, 
18-20 September 2017. 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

18-19 September 2017, in Windhoek on the 
main campus of the University of 
Namibia.Theme: ‗Critical toponymy: Place 
names in political, historical and commercial 
landscapes‘. History of the ISPN: 

https://www.ufs.ac.za/conferences/conference/2
017-international-symposium-on-place-
names/2017- international-symposium-on-
place-names/about. 

September: Conference dinner at the 
Stellenbosch Wine Bar and Bistro in 
Windhoek. 

19 September: Cultural tour. Visit to N/a‘an ku 
Sê San and Wildlife Sanctuary 
(http://naankuse.com/), followed by a tour 
through Windhoek and its township, Katutura. 

Two keynotes: 

1) Prof Matthias Brenzinger, Director of the 
Centre for African Language Diversity 
(CALDi) at the University of Cape Town 
(http://www.caldi.uct.ac.za/) and General 
Secretary of the World Congress of African 
Linguistics (WOCAL) ( 
http://www.wocal.rutgers.edu/). 

2) Prof Peter Raper, former Chairman of the 
United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names and Extraordinary 
Professor in Linguistics at the University of 
the Free State (www.ufs.ac.za). 

Delegates: 31 attendees 

28 presentations (two of them by proxy): 
Austria: 1, Germany: 1, Italy: 1, Kenya: 1, 
Namibia: 3, Slovakia: 

1, Slovenia: 2, South Africa: 9 USA: 1, 
Zimbabwe: 11 Two book launches: 

1) ―Of the Same Breath: Indigenous Animal 
and Place Names‖ (SUNMeDIA) by Dr 
Lucie Möller. 

2) ―Onomastics – A Multidisciplinary Field of 
Study. What‘s in a Name‖ (Lambert 
Academic Publishing) by Prof Bertie 
Neethling. 

Some selected papers presented: Lucie Möller, 
Herero place names, Felicitas Mberema et al., 
The meaning of the click sounding places‘ 
names in the Kavangond east and west region, 
Namibia, Theodorus Du Plessis, Geographical 
name standardisation in South Africa, 2007-
2016, George Kahari, A critical study of 
Zimbabwe‘s toponymy of place names in 
historical, political and commercial landscapes, 
Jani De Lange, The role of toponymy in 
identifying cultural east place heritage: a case 
study of place names in the Bushmanland, 
Northern Cape, Chrismi-Rinda Loth et al., 
Using technology to raise awareness about 
place names as cultural heritage, Georg 
Schuppener, Plurality of names as a problem of 
historical sciences, Tendai Mangena, From 
Rhodes Memorial Preparatory School to 
Matopos Primary School: memory, history and 
symbolic resistance in Zimbabwe, Chrismi-
Rinda Loth, Place names, place, and place-
related identities in the linguistic landscape of 
rural South Africa, Peter Jordan, Three types of 
commercial place-name-use – with example 
from Austria, Cosimo Palagiano, Place names 
which made known a product, Gerńiš Matjaž et 
al., The challenges of using choronyms in brand 
names. 

B. Publications 
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PETER JORDAN, PAUL WOODMAN (eds.), 
Place –Name Changes. Proceedings of the 
Symposion in Rome, 17-18 November 2014. 
Verlag Dr. Kovaţ. Hamburg 2016 

JANA MOSER (Hrsg.), Forum ifL. Heft 30. 
IGU-UGI, ICA-ACI, Joint Commission Seminar 
on Historical Maps, Atlases and Toponymy. 
Leibniz-Institut für Länderkunde, 2016 

LUCIE MÖLLER (ed.) “Nomina Africana. 
Journal of the Names Society of Southern 
Africa”, 30(1) April 2016 MIRELA  ALTIŠ,  
IMORE  JOSEPH  DEMAHARDT,  
SOETKIN  VERWUST  (eds.),  Dissemination 
of Cartographic Knowledge, 6 th International 
Symposium of the Commission on the History of 
Cartography, Springer, 2017 

RAIS AKTHAR, COSIMO PALAGIANO 
(eds.), Climate Change ad Air Pollution. The 
Impact in Developed and Developing 
Countries, Springer, 2017 

C. Archival Contributions 

ICUTE 20170918 Minutes 

Meeting of the Executive Committee of 
ICUTE, 18 September 2017 at 18:00 at the 
Discovery Guesthouse & Car Hire in 
Windhoek, Namibia. 

1. Members present 

Prof Peter Raper (Chairperson of ICUTE) Prof 
Cosimo Palagiano 

Prof Peter Jordan Prof LT du Plessis 

7Dr Chrismi Loth as proxy for Ms Jani de Lange 
Absent with apologies: Prof Paulo de Menezes 

2. Personalia 

Prof Peter Jordan to receive the United Nations 
certificate of commendation for eleven years of 
service as the convenor of the working group 
on exonyms. 

Prof Peter Raper to receive the United Nations 
certificate of commendation for his service as 

UNGEGN chair and coordinator of the 
Toponymic Guidelines for Map and Other 
Editors. 

3. Accredited short course – ―Place Names: 
Management and Practice‖ 

The short course is linked to the International 
Symposium on Place Names (ISPN). However, 
this year there were too few applications to 
make the endeavour financially viable. The 
course will again be offered with the 2019 
ISPN, preferably beforehand in order to allow 
participants to better prepare for the 
symposium. 

It is hoped that there will be greater awareness 
about the course and the ISPN by 2019. 
Members of the EC can approach sponsors, 
such as government agencies and commercial 
enterprises, to try and reduce the cost of the 
course. Prof Jordan will approach Peder 
Gammeltoft (Convenor, UNGEGN Working 
Group on Toponymic Training) and Timothy 
Trainor (co-chair, UN-GGIM) and ask them 
how ICUTE courses could complement the 
offer of UNGEGN and meet the demands of 
UN-GGIM. For this purpose it would be helpful 
to have a list of potential teachers and potential 
thematic contents of an ICUTE offer available. 

4. The ISPN 

The purpose of the ISPN is to promote 
toponymic research in southern Africa. As 
such, it is important that the events are hosted 
locally. The 2017 event revealed a number of 
unforeseen challenges with organising an event 
outside of South Africa. Until measures can be 
put into place to counteract these challenges, 
the 2019 symposium will again be hosted in 
South Africa. The UFS team (Prof Du Plessis, 
Ms De Lange and Dr Loth) will investigate 
some local options. 

It is important that the ISPN retain its character 
as a symposium. In the future, all sessions will 
be plenary in order to facilitate better sharing of 
different perspectives and discussions. 
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5. Conference proceedings 

Previously, proceedings from the ISPN were 
published as a special issue of Nomina Africana 
(edited by Dr Lucie Möller). However, the 
journal is now under the management of NISC. 
This year, the proceedings will be published in 
a conference proceedings series with 
SUNMeDIA. 

6. ICUTE membership 

Membership continues to grow. It is important 
to allow both institutional and individual 
memberships. 

7. Focus of ICUTE 

The ICUTE has two types of activities – 
training (the short course) and education. The 
latter should be extended to include education 
on toponymy on various levels. There are 
several options in this regard: 

The EC should prepare a brochure which lists 
the scope of the expertise of the ICUTE 
network. The workings of the ICUTE focus 
mainly on the cultural aspect of toponymy and 
as such could be complimentary to other related 
educational endeavours. There is a database 
which lists the various levels of expertise, focus 
areas, and degree of participation of the ICUTE 
members. 

The scope should be offered to both educational 
institutions as well as other corporations. The 
short course could be inserted into other 
activities for credit, such as tertiary courses in 
geography. Corporations would include on- 
going training courses as well as the workings 
of local institutions, names committees, and 
mapping and surveying divisions. 

Expanding the educational aspect of ICUTE 
could also include partnerships/exchanges/ 
mentorships between educational and corporate 
institutions. 

A suitable platform from which to explore and 
advertise this scope would be the United 

Nations Committee of Experts on Global 
Geospatial Information Management (UN-
GGIM). They are interested in academic 

Tim Trainor, also facilitated UNGEGN‘s 
membership of ICUTE. Prof Jordan will 
approach him. 

The meeting concludes at 19:00 (Chrismi-
Rinda Loth & Peter Jordan). 

8. Working Group on Romanization 
Systems meeting 11th August 2017, United 
Nations, New York 

The Working Group on Romanization Systems 
(WGRS) met in the course of the 11th UN 
Conference on the Standardization of 
Geographical Names on the morning of 11th 
August 2017. 

The Convenor welcomed the participants and 
thanked them for their attendance. The WG 
studied and approved the proposed agenda: 

1. Romanization of Arabic 

2. Romanization of Sinhala 

3. Romanization of the Indian group of 
languages 

4. Other romanization issues 

5. Convenorship of the WG and future plans 

6. Any other business 

Under item 1, Romanization of Arabic 

The Working Group considered in some detail the 
draft resolution on the romanization of Arabic 
geographical names that was being put to the 11th 
UNCSGN on behalf of the Arabic Division. 

The Convenor described the background to the 
currently approved UN system (1972), noting 
that a new system had been on the agenda of 
the Arabic Division for a long time, and 
described the evolution of the new proposal 
(2007). 
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WGRS‘s views on the system had been 
solicited and a side meeting had been held 
during the previous WGRS meeting in Prague, 
April 2017. Comments resulting from this 
meeting had been compiled and submitted to 
the Arabic Division, and these comments had in 
turn been considered in a meeting held in May 
2017 in Riyadh attended by the WGRS 
Convenor and UNGEGN Chair1. 

Participants from the Arabic Division recorded 
their views, mostly in support of the draft 
Resolution though particular objections from 
Algeria were recorded. It was noted that the 
Resolution‘s text included scope for the system 
not to be adopted in areas where it was not felt 
to be applicable. 

It was noted that if the Resolution were passed 
that the WGRS‘s task would be to update the 
system on the WGRS website and to monitor 
the implementation of the system. 

[Subsequent note, the 11th UNCSGN approved 
the recommendation to be passed to ECOSOC 
for final approval.] 

1 Specifically, the comments and 
replies/alterations to the draft (shown in 
uppercase) were: 

• Romanization of alif maqsūrah: a  ́ would 
be better: á – AGREED Use of slash for 
disambiguation: Ad/ham would be better as 
a medial dot: Ad·ham - AGREED 

• Capitalization of articles: recommended to 
capitalize only if it is the first element: Al-
Kawm al-Ablaq (articles with a hyphen) - 
NOT AGREED 

• Recommendation to ―reconsider‖ the 
romanization of ظظ  as dh (previously z ) - 
NOT AGREED 

• Visual recognition problems with sub-
macrons noted - NO CHANGE TO BE 
MADE 

• As a necessary prerequisite for 

romanization, the names should be 
standardized and fully vocalized, following 
the rules of al-fushá - AGREED 

• The use of -iyyah in adjectival endings 
should also be fixed in the rules - AGREED 

The Convenor reported that he and some 
members of the Working Group had been in 
correspondence with Mr Hettiarachchi towards 
a new draft system for Sinhala. Points to note 
from the resulting draft, after receiving some 
input from WGRS members, included: 

 c replaced by ch 

 ch replaced by cḥ 

 ṇd corrected to n  ḍ 

 ś, ṅ and ṁ remain the same 

It was reported that Mr Hettiarachchi welcomed 
any further feedback. After this forthcoming 
period of consultation, the draft system will be 
submitted to the Sri Lankan Government for 
approval. It was noted that the proposed extent 
of the implementation of the system remained 
to be clarified. 

Under item 3, Romanization of the Indian 
group of languages 

The Convenor reported that 13 of the currently 
UN-approved systems of romanization had 
never been implemented: Assamese, Bengali, 
Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, 
Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu. 

The WGRS noted that it was difficult to 
recognise the relevance of such internationally 
adopted romanization systems for which there 
was no official implementation by the 
sponsoring nation, and two possible solutions 
were mooted: 

 Either that India (and other countries) 
might put forward systems of romanization 
that are actually used in India and/or other 
countries for adoption by the UN to replace 
the unused systems. 
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 Or that a resolution be drafted that would 
acknowledge the lack of implementation of 
romanization systems for the Indian group 
of languages and thus these would be put 
back on the WG‘s agenda as 
languages/scripts having no UN-approved 
systems of romanization. 

It was acknowledged that the first of these was 
preferable, and sincerely recognised by the WG 
as being a realistic way forward given the 
attendance of delegates from India. The 
participants from India confirmed the consistent 
and widespread use of the Hunterian system for 
the romanization of geographical names in 
India, and would continue to liaise with the 
Convenor on proposed next steps. 

Under item 4, other Romanization issues 

Lao: It was reported that Mr Päll and Ms 
Cheetham had met with Ms Noun Phommixay 
during the course of the Conference and that 
she had supplied a paper copy of updated 
romanization guidelines. It was hoped that an 
electronic version could be shared, so that this 
could be disseminated to the WG members. Ms 
Phommixay had agreed that comments would 
be awaited from Working Group members 
before the document was submitted to the 
Ministry of Justice. 

Kazakh: Mr Aimenov reported that the planned 
transition to Roman script for the Kazakh 
language would start in 2018, noting that 
Roman script would facilitate use of the 
internet, and also noting that Kazakhstan would 
look to the models of Roman-script adoption in 
Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan for Kazakhstan‘s 
own transition. 

Khmer: Mr Ith Sotha had reported in 
conversation in the course of the Conference 
that no significant progress had been made on 
romanization of Khmer, and that the relevant 
committee was undergoing reorganisation. 

Montenegrin: It was noted that the addition of 
Montenegrin to the ISO 639 list of language 

code was under discussion, and if it were 
included in this Standard then it would also 
become a topic for discussion for WGRS. 

Under items 5 and 6, Convenorship, Future 
plans, AOB 

The current Convenor Peeter Päll had 
previously noted his desire to step down as 
Convenor of the working group and proposed 
that for the coming two year period that 
Catherine Cheetham, United Kingdom, become 
a co-convenor. The Working Group accepted 
this proposal. 

The meeting closed noting the possibility of a 
future meeting of the Working Group on 
Romanization Systems to be in conjunction 
with another UNGEGN Working Group, 
perhaps in 2018. The Working Group‘s 
Convenors would update the members on this 
in due course. 

Participants: 

Peeter Päll, Estonia 
peeter.pall@eki.ee 

Girish Kumar, India 
sgo.technical.soi@gov.in; sgo.soi@gov.in 

Amit, Pant, India 
sgo.technical.soi@gov.in; sgo.soi@gov.in 

Panhaj Mishra, India 
sgo.technical.soi@gov.in; sgo.soi@gov.in 

Hamid Oukaci, Algeria 
oukacihamid@outlook.fr 

Brahim Atoui, Algeria 
atoui.brahim@hotmail.fr 

Farid Benramdane, Algeria 
fbenramdane3@gmail.com 

 
Sungjae Choo, Republic of Korea 
sjchoo@khu.ac.kr 

Amirkhan Aimenov, Kazakhstan 
aaimenov@mail.ru Abdellah El Abdi El  
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C16.36 Commission on Transport and Geography 2017 

1. MEMBERSHIP 

A) STEERING COMMITTEE 

President/Chair 

Professor Richard Knowles Professor of 
Transport Geography 
School of Environment & Life Sciences Peel 
Building Room G13 
University of Salford, Manchester Greater 
Manchester M5 4WT United Kingdom 
Email r.d.knowles@salford.ac.uk Phone: +44 
(0) 1612954912 

Vice Chair 

Dr Chia-Lin Chen 
Xi‘an Jiaotong Liverpool University Suzhou 
China 
Email: chia-lin.chen@xjtlu.edu.cn 

Secretary 

Dr Frederic Dobruszkes Universite Libre de 
Bruxelles Brussels 
Belgium 
Email: fdobrusz@ulb.ac.be 

Treasurer 

Professor Andrew Goetz Department of 
Geography University of Denver 2050 E.Iliff 
Avenue 
Denver CO 80208 United States of America E-
mail agoetz@du.edu 

List of Transport and Geography Commission 
Steering Committee Members 

A. 2016-2020 Commission Steering 
Committee Members 

Australia  
Professor Tim Ryley 
Griffith University, Nathan, Queensland 
t.ryley@griffith.edu.au 
 

Belgium Dr Frederic Dobruszkes Universite 
Libre de Bruxelles fdobrusz@ulb.ac.be 

Brazil Dr Antonio Nelson Rodrigues da Silva 
University of Sao Paulo, Sao Carlos 
anelson@sc.usp.br 

Canada Professor Claude Comtois Universite 
de Montreal, Montreal claude.comtois@ 
umontreal.ca 

China Dr Chia-Lin Chen 
Xi‘an Jiaotong Liverpool University, Suzhou 
chia-lin.chen@xjtlu.edu.cn 

Ghana Professor Albert Abane University of 
Cape Coast abanealbert@gmail.com 

Hong Kong Dr James Wang 
Hong Kong University jwang@hku.hk 

Israel* Dr Moshe Givoni Tel Aviv Univertsity 
givonim@post.tau.ac.il 
(* from November 2017) 

Japan Professor Koichi Tanaka Ibaraki 
University gis@mx.ibaraki.ac.jp 

Luxembourg Professor Markus Hesse 
Universite de Luxembourg markus.hesse 
@uni.lu 

Spain Dr Ana Condeco-Melhorado Universidad 
Complutense de Madrid amcondeco@ 
gmail.com 

United Kingdom Professor Richard Knowles 
University of Salford, Manchester r.d.knowles 
@salford.ac.uk 

United States ** Professor Andrew Goetz 
University of Denver E-mail agoetz@du.edu 
(** end of 8 year Term of Office 2017 - 
replaced by Dr Moshe Givoni) 

B) COMMISSION 
MEMBERS/PARTICPANTS 

Membership of the IGU Transport and 
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Geography Commission now totals 342 
members from 43 countries. Membership 
include attendees and participants at 

Transport and Geography sessions held at IGU 
Santiago 2011, IGC Cologne 2012, IGU Kyoto 
2013, IGU Krakow 2014, IGU Moscow 2015 
and IGC Beijing 2016 as well as Steering 
Committee members. 

Breakdown of Commission members by 
country: 

105 China* 
36 Poland*2 
22 Japan *5 
19 Spain 
18 USA * 
17 Hong Kong SAR 
15 UK * 
12 Russia * 
11 France 
9 India 
8 Netherlands; Germany * 
7 Nigeria *2 
6 Belgium; South Africa 
5 Brazil; Czech Republic 
4 Slovenia 
3 Canada*; Italy; Portugal; Slovakia; Ukraine 

2 Argentina; Australia; Ghana; Hungary; Israel; 
Luxembourg; Peru; Phillipines*; Switzerland 

1 Austria; Bangladesh; Chile; Denmark; Ivory 
Coast; Mexico; Norway; Romania; Saudi 
Arabia; Singapore; Sri Lanka; 

*including one (or more) member(s) 
representing two countries 

2. MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES 

IGU Transport and Geography 
Commission‘s History 

The Transport and Geography Commission 
C08.35 was established by the IGU in October 
2009 and elected a President/Chair, Vice 
President and Secretary and members from 12 
different countries. The IGU re-validated the 

Transport and Geography Commission for a 
further four years as C12.38 at the IGC Meeting 
in Cologne in August 2012. The IGU re-
validated the Transport and Geography 
Commission for a further four years as C16.36 
at the IGC Meeting in Beijing in August 2016. 
The Commission‘s Committee Meeting in 
Beijing re-elected the Commission‘s Chair 
(Professor Richard Knowles), and elected a new 
Vice Chair (Dr Chia-Lin Chen), a new 
Secretary (Dr Frederic Dobruszkes) and a new 
Steering Committee (see list above). 

2016 Meetings and Activities 

IGC Conference Beijing, China, 21-25 August 
2016 

The Transport and Geography Commission 
organised six thematic sessions of research 
papers for IGC Beijing 2016: 

 Professor Richard Knowles (University of 
Salford, UK) and Professor Becky Loo 
(University of Hong Kong, China) 
convened a session on Smart Cities and 
Transit Oriented Development 

 Dr Jiaoe Wang (National Resources 
Research, Beijing, China) and Dr Frederic 
Dobruszkes (Universite Libre de Bruxelles, 
Belgium) convened two air transport 
sessions on, Comparative Air Transport 
Geographies: China and other BRIC 
Countries and on Comparative Air 
Transport Geographies: China and 
Europe/North America 

 Professor Karen Lucas (University of 
Leeds, UK) and Dr Pengjun Zhao (Peking 
University, China) convened a session on 
Transport and Social Equity 

 James Wang (University of Hong Kong, 
China) convened a session on Transport, 
Logistics and Global Consumption 
Networks 

 Dr Jin Fengjun (China) and Dr Teqi Dai 
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(China) convened a session on High- speed 
Rail: Accessibility and Regional 
Development 

IGU Flagship project OURSUS (Our 
Sustainable Cities): Professor Richard Knowles 
prepared a report on behalf of the Commission 
that was presented by Professor Andrew Goetz. 

2017 Meetings and Activities 

1 American Association of Geographers 
Conference in Boston in April: Professor 
Andrew Goetz (Denver University, USA) 
and Dr Fred Dobruszkes (Universite Libre 
de Bruxelles, Belgium) convened three 
sessions on The relationships between 
airport driven impacts and urban areas’ 
social-spatial patterns, and one session was 
convened on Geographies of Disruption, 
both co- sponsored by the AAG 
Transportation Geography Specialty Group. 

2 Royal Geographical Society (with the 
Institute of British Geographers) 
Conference in London 1st September: 
Professor Richard Knowles (Universities of 
Salford and Huddersfield, UK) and Dr 
Fiona Ferbrache (University of Oxford, 
UK) convened 3 sessions on Transport, 
Sustainable Cities and Transit Oriented 
Development, co-sponsored by the RGS 
Transport Geography Research Group. 

3 EUGEO (Association of Geographical 
Societies in Europe) Conference in 
Brussels in September: Dr Fred Dobruszkes 
and Haoran Yang (Universite Libre de 
Bruxelles, Belgium) convened 1 session on 
The impact of free trade on transportation 
flows and the environment. 

Future Meetings and Activities 

The IGU Transport and Geography 
Commission are organising sessions at the IGU 
Quebec Regional Conference in 2018 and at the 
IGC Istanbul in 2020 and seeking joint 
meetings with the Urban Commission and other 
Commissions. 

The four thematic sessions for IGU Quebec 
City 6-10 August 2018 are 

1. Big Data for Mobilities Studies: 
Applications and Critical Perspectives 
convened by Ana Condeco Melhorado 
amcondeco@gmail.com 

2. Relationships between airline networks, 
distance and technological change 
convened by Frederic Dobruszkes 
fdobrusz@ulb.ac.be 

3. Effects of transport investment on 
regeneration and social inclusion co-
convened by Richard Knowles 
r.d.knowles@salford.ac.uk , Chia-Lin Chen 
chia-lin.chen@kjtlu.edu.cn & Wojciech 
Keblowski wojciech.keblowski@vub.be 

4. Geographical Impacts of High Speed Rail 
co-convened by Andrew Goetz 
agoetz@du.edu & Chia-Lin Chen chia-
lin.chen@kjtlu.edu.cn 

The Transport and Geography Commission is 
also planning to hold joint sessions with local 
Transport Geography Research Groups at the 
annual conferences of the Royal Geographical 
Society, the American Association of 
Geographers, the Hong Kong Society for 
Transportation Studies, AK Verkehr (the 
German Transport Geographers) and EUGEO. 

Further publications are planned following the 
success of the book ‗Sir Peter Hall: Pioneer in 
Regional Planning, Transport and Urban 
Geography‘ published by Springer, Switzerland 

3. NETWORKING & COMMUNICATIONS 

The IGU Transport and Geography 
Commission has developed strong links with: 

 

1. the IGU Urban Commission and its Chair, 
Professor Celine Rozenblat, including a co-
edited book (details below) 

2. the IGU officers and other IGU 
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Commissions, and participating in the 
Commission Chairs Meeting at each 
IGU/IGC Conference 

3. TGRG (The Transport Geography 
Research Group of the Royal Geographical 
Society, with the Institute of British 
Geographers) 

4. TGSG (The Transportation Geography 
Specialty Group of the American 
Association Geographers) 

5. AK Verkehr (German Transport 
Geography Research Group) 

6. HKSTS (The Hong Kong Society for 
Transportation Studies) 

7. EUGEO 

8. The Journal of Transport Geography, 
which has 10 Commission members on its 
Editorial Board, including two Associate 
Editors, whilst the Commission‘s Chair was 
Founding Editor from 1993-2012. 

9. Edward Elgar publisher‘s ‗Transport, 
Mobilities and Spatial Change‘ book series 
from 2015 (in association with TGRG) 
where the Commission‘s Chair and 
Steering Committee member Markus Hesse 
are the series Co-Editors 

10. The Elsevier research journal Travel 
Behaviour and Society 

4. PUBLICATIONS 

Knowles R.D. and Rozenblat C. (Eds) (2016) 
Sir Peter Hall: Pioneer in Regional Planning, 
Transport and Urban Geography, Springer 
Pioneers in Science Series, Springer Internal 
Publishing AG Switzerland 

ISBN 978-3-319-28054-7 ISBN 978-3-319-
28056-1 (eBook) 

An eight chapter book edited jointly by the 
Chairs of the IGU Transport and Geography 
Commission and the IGU Urban Commission. 

Several IGU/IGC Conference papers have 
subsequently published in research journals: for 
example Ferbrache F. and Knowles R.D. (2017) 
City boosterism and place-making with light 
rail transit: a critical review of light rail impacts 
on city image and quality. Geoforum, 80, 103-
113. 

5. ARCHIVAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

Springer referenced the IGU on the cover of 
Knowles & Rozenblat (2016) and included a 
full-page statement (p. 137) about the IGU with 
the approval of IGU Secretary Professor 
Michael Meadows. Springer donated a copy to 
the IGU Archives. 

Commission members are asked to submit to 
IGU Archives copies of published journal 
papers that were initially presented at IGU/IGC 
Conferences. 

6. MISSION 

The mission of the IGU Transport and 
Geography Commission is to share and 
disseminate transport geography research at a 
global level in conjunction with national 
research groups and other IGU Commissions. 
Our research focuses on transport, mobilities 
and spatial change and relates to geographic 
theory. It involves the analysis of transport 
policies, processes and behaviours that 
influence the movement of people, goods and 
information. This research includes all modes 
of transport, at local, regional and global scales. 
Environmental, welfare and energy questions 
and economic and governance dimensions are 
also addressed. Dissemination of the 
Commission‘s work will include further books, 
research journal papers and journal Special 
Issues. 

 

7. 2016-2020 Work Plan 

The Transport and Geography Commission are: 

1. organising four sessions at the IGU Quebec 
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Regional Conference in 2018 

2. exploring holding a meeting with the IGU 
Urban Geography Commission and the 
Danish and Swedish National Geography 
Committees in Copenhagen in June 2019 

3. exploring participation in the 2019 WCTR 
Conference in India 

4. planning to organise sessions at the IGC 
Istanbul in 2020 

5. planning to hold joint sessions with local 
Transport Geography Research Groups at 

the annual conferences of the Royal 
Geographical Society (with IBG), the 
Association of American Geographers, the 
Hong Kong Society for Transportation 
Studies, AK Verkehr and EUGEO. 

6. disseminating the Commission‘s work, 
including further books, research journal 
papers and journal Special Issues. 

Professor Richard Knowles 

Chair, IGU Commission on Transport and 
Geography 24th November 2017 
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C16.37 Urban Commission: Urban Challenges in a Complex World 
2017 

 

A. Membership 

Steering Committee 

Gender issues of the steering Committee: 5 
women, 5 men + Chair (woman) 

Chair 

Name Institution Email 

Prof. Céline 
Rozenblat 

University of 
Lausanne, 

Switzerland 
celine.rozenblat@unil.ch 

 

Associated Chairs 

Name Institution Email 

Dr. Keisuke 
Matsui 

University of 
Tsukuba, 
Japan 

jiji@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp 

Dr. Daniel 
O'Donoghu
e 

Canterbury 
Christ Church 
University, 
United 
Kingdom 

daniel.donoghue@canterbury.a
c.uk 

 

Steering Committee 

Name Institution Email 

Prof. Ludger 
Basten 

TU 
Dortmund, 
Germany 

ludger.basten@tu-
dortmund.de 

Prof. Liliane 
Buccianti- 

Barakat 

Université 
Saint-Joseph 
de Beyrouth, 
Lebanon 

lbarakat@usj.edu.lb 

Dr. Shenjing 
He 

University of 
Hong-Kong sjhe@hku.hk 

Dr. Lidia 
Mierzejewska 

Adam 
Mickiewicz 
University, 

Poland 

mierzeja@amu.edu.pl 

Dr Niamh University 
College 

Niamh.Moore@ucd.ie 

Moore Dublin, 
Ireland 

Prof. Petros 
Petsimeris 

University 
Paris 1, 
France 

petros.petsimeris@wanadoo.fr 

Dr. Maria 
Jose Pineira- 

Mantinan 

University of 
Santiago de 
Compostella, 
Spain 

mariajose.pineira@usc.es 

Prof. Ivan 
Townshend 

University of 
Lethbridge, 
Canada 

towni0@uleth.ca 

 

Young Scholars Committee Members 

Committee 
Member Address E-Mail 

Dr. Tomoko 
Kubo - 
CHAIR 

Gifu 
University – 
Japan 

tmk200430258@yahoo.co.jp 

Prof. Javier 
Delgado 
Campos 

UNAM, 
Mexico interfase7@gmail.com 

Dr. Iago 
Lestegas 
Tizon 

University of 
Santiago de 

Compostela, 
Spain 

iago.lestegas.tizon@gmail.com 

Prof. Markus 
Hesse 

University of 
Luxembourg markus.hesse@uni.lu 

Dr. Niamh 
Moore 

University 
College 
Dublin, 
Ireland 

Niamh.Moore@ucd.ie 

Dr. Julio 
Pedrassoli 

UFBA – 
Salvador de 
Bahia, Brazil 

pedrassoli.julio@gmail.com 

Dr Maria 
Jose Pineira 

Mantinan 

University of 
Santiago de 
Compostela, 
Spain 

mariajose.pineira@gmail.com 

Dr. Jun 
Tsutsumi 

University of 
Tsukuba jtsu@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp 
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Dr. Jun 
Yamashita 

University of 
Kyushu yamasita@scs.kyushu-u.ac.jp 

 

Members 

The status of « member » requires the person to 
have attended at least 2 of the last 6 
commission‘s meetings. The membership list is 
updated every 4 years in order to elect the next 
commission‘s project. The update of 2015 
reveals an increase of people attending 
regularly: 64 people came at least twice since 
2010 (see the table below). 

 
Number of attendances 

2 3 4 5 6 Total 

BRASIL 3 1    4 

CANADA   2 1  3 

CHINA 2 1    3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 1     1 

DENMARK  1    1 

FRANCE    1  1 

GERMANY 1 2  1  4 

INDIA 1     1 

IRELAND 1  1   2 

ISRAEL 1 1    2 

JAPAN 2 3 2   7 

LEBANON    1  1 

LUXEMBOURG  1    1 

MEXICO 1 1 1   3 

POLAND 3  1 1  5 

SOUTH AFRICA 8 2 2 1  13 

SPAIN 6  1  2 9 

SWITZERLAND 1    1 2 

UNITED KINGDOM     1 1 

 

TOTAL - 31 - 13 - 10 - 6 - 4 - 64 

The table identifies this group of 64 people 
among which 33 attended three times or more, 
20 attended four times or more. They constitute 
the core of the Urban commission. The 64 
members come from 19 countries and 

contribute and participate very actively to its 
debates. 

In total, 265 different people attended our own 
meetings between 2010 and 2015 at least once, 
coming from a total of 44 different countries 
(not counting each person several times). 

The commission mailing list 
(iguurban@unil.ch) counts 897 subscribers 
(30th November 2017). It is not possible to 
obtain their location by country as far as many 
of them have international email addresses. 

B. Meetings 

Shanghai IGU Urban Commission meeting - 
16th to 20th August 2016 

Co-organized with 

- The Center for Modern Chinese City 
Studies, East China Normal University 

- The Center of Urban Studies and Urban 
Planning, University of Hong Kong 

- Urban Geography Committee, Geographical 
Society of China 

Special thematic: Governing globalizing cities 

Keynote speakers: 

- Allen Scott: Current debates in urban 
theory: A critical assessment 

- Fulong Wu: Understanding the Chinese 
cities and its implication for the urban 
theory 

 

For this meeting, we introduced a new 
procedure asking for extended abstracts (3 to 5 
pages) and evaluating them with 2 reviewers. 
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The result was highly appreciated, improving 
the quality of papers. We will continue to 
improve this procedure over the coming years. 

Number of papers by thematic sessions: 

SESSIONS Nber of papers 

Complex Urban Systems and processes of 
cities‘ transformation 

23 

Urban Governance, planning and participative 
democracy 

21 

New concepts and methods in urban studies 14 

Contested Social Spaces 10 

Subjective/objective Well-Being in cities 10 

Polycentrism, small and medium size cities 9 

Technological innovations, creative activities 
in cities 

8 

Shrinking and aging Cities 8 

Governing Global cities 5 

From sustainable to resilient cities 5 

Urban Heritage and Conservation 1 

Innovative and smart building and 
transportation in cities 

0 

 

Quantitative aspects: 24 Thematic Sessions / 
115 papers + 2 keynote speeches 

- 31 COUNTRIES 

People by origin in the Shanghai meeting: 

Country Participants Country Participants 

America 2 México 1 

Australia 1 Netherlands 1 

Belgium 1 New 
Zealand 

1 

Brazil 1 Poland 1 

Canada 2 Portugal 2 

China 65 Russia 4 

Chinese 
Taipei 

1 Singapore 1 

France 3 Slovenia 1 

Germany 3 South Africa 4 

Hong Kong, 
China 

5 South Korea 1 

India 2 Spain 2 

Indonesia 1 Switzerland 3 

Ireland 2 Turkey 1 

Israel 1 UAE 1 

Italy 2 UK 7 

Japan 6 Total 129 

 

Beijing IGU General Conference 2016 - 21st 
to 25th August 2016 

The presence of our commission was 
unmistakable given our huge number, but 
recognition must also be given to the high 
quality of papers presented. 

TOTAL number of sessions: 65 

Number of papers: 263 

Participation of our commission - Papers by 
thematic sessions in Beijing meeting: 

SESSION NAMES 
Nber 

of 
Papers 

JOINT SESSIONS OF THE URBAN COMMISSION 
CO-ORGANIZED 

With C12.10 Commission on Gender Geography 
A Woman‘s Place is in the City! 
Chair: Prof. Joos Droogleever Fortuijn, University 
of Amsterdam 
Co-chair: Dr. Tomoko Kubo, Gifu University 

 
 
 
6 

With C12.07 Commission on Cultural Approach in 
Geography Cultural Aspects of Sustainable 
Urban Development Chair: Prof. Benno Werlen, 
Jena University 
Co-chair: Prof. Daniel O'Donoghue 

 
 
 
6 

With C12.17 Commission on Global Change and 
Human Mobility 
Human Mobility and Urban Vulnerabilities 
Chair: Prof. Daniel O'Donoghue, Canterbury University, daniel.donoghue@canterbury.ac.uk 
Co-chair: Prof. Josefina Domínguez-Mujica 

 
 
 
3 

SPECIAL SESSION 
China‘s Great Urban Transformation: 
Multidisciplinary Research on Urban China 
Chair: Shenjing He, The University of Hong Kong 
China 
Co-chair: John Logan, Brown University, 
Providence USA 

 
 

46 



- 258 -

 255 

SESSION NAMES Nber of 
Papers 

OWN URBAN COMMISSION‘S SESSIONS 
Complex Urban Systems 
Chinese chair: Prof. Chaolin Gu, Tsinghua 
University Co-chair: Prof. Denise Pumain, 
University Paris 1 

 
36 

Contested Social Spaces 
Chinese chair: Prof. Shenjing He, The 
University of Hong Kong 
Co-chair: Prof. Jesús Manuel González Pérez, 
Un. de les Illes Balears 

 
24 

New Concepts and Methods in Urban Studies 
Chinese chair: Prof. Yanwei Chai, Peking 
University 
Co-chair: Antoine Bellwald, University of 
Lausanne 

 
24 

Technological Innovations, Creative 
Activities in Cities, Innovative and Smart 
Building and Transportation in Cities 
Chinese chair: Prof. Feng Zhen, Nanjing 
University, 
Co-chair: Prof. Celine Rozenblat, University of 
Lausanne 

 
 

21 

Increasing Insecurity 
Chinese chair: Prof. Suhong Zhou, Sun Yat-sen 
University 
Co chair: Prof. Jon Bannister, Manchester 
Metropolitan University 

 
20 

Urban Governance, Planning and 
Participative Democracy 
Chinese chair: Prof. Anthony G. O. Yeh, The 
University of Hong Kong 
Co-chair: Prof. Natacha Aveline, CNRS Paris 

 
19 

Dilemmas of Aging Cities 
Chinese chair: Prof. Xiaolu Gao, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences 
Co chair: Prof. Rubén Camilo Lois González, 
University of Santiago de Compostela 

 
17 

Creating Sustainability 
Chinese Chair: Prof. Yuemin Ning, East China 
Normal University 
Co-chair: Prof. Maria-Jose Piñeira Mantiñán, 
University of Santiago de Compostela 

 
15 

Polycentrism, Small and Medium Size Cities 
Chinese chair: Prof. Chunshan Zhou, Sun Yat-
sen University 
Co-chair: Dr. Elfie Swerts, University of 
Lausanne 

 
15 

Urban Heritage and Conservation 
Chinese chair: Prof. Honggang Xu, Sun Yat-sen 
University 
Co Chair: Prof. Werner Breitung, Xi‘an 
Jiaotong Liverpool University 

 
11 

Total 263 
 

Hyderabad ―Urbanization, Health & Well 
Being and Sustainable Development Goals‖ 
March 17th to 19th, 2017. 

Organized by the Department of Geography, 
Osmania University, Hyderabad, INDIA 

Co-supported by: Urban commission, 
Commission on Hazard and risks, Commission 
on Land use and land cover change, 
Commission on Biogeography and biodiversity, 
Commission on Health and environment, 
Commission on local development, 
Commission on Geoparks 

 

Salvador de Bahia- Urban commission 
meeting 2017 – 6th to 13th August 2017 

Co-organized with the 

- Department of Geography – Geoscience 
Institute of the University Federal of 
Salvador de Bahia (Brazil), 

- Department of Geography, University of 
Santiago de Compostella (Spain) 

- Institute of Geography and Sustainability, 
Geoscience and Environment Faculty, 
University of Lausanne 

Special thematic: Digital cities and spatial 
justice 

Keynote speakers 

Richard Walker: Success & Failure of the Arch-
Digital City: The Transformation of the San 
Francisco Bay Area 

Angelo Perret Serpa: Spatial justice and Digital 
City: Space as an operational medium in Brazil 
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Salvador de Bahia 2017 - Papers by 
nationality 

COUNTRY Nber of 
papers 

COUNTRY Nber of 
papers 

BRASIL 23 LUXEMBURG 1 

CANADA 2 MEXICO 2 

CHILE 1 POLAND 1 

CHINA 3 RUSSIA 3 

COLOMBIA 1 SOUTH 
AFRICA 

3 

FRANCE 8 SPAIN 7 

HONG KONG 1 SWEDEN 1 

INDIA 1 SWITZERLAND 4 

ITALY 2 TURKEY 1 

JAPAN 3 USA 1 

LEBANON 1 TOTAL 70 

 

Salvador de Bahia 2017 - Papers by 
Thematic sessions 

SESSION NBER 
PAPERS 

COMPLEX URBAN SYSTEMS AND 
PROCESSES OF CITIES‘ 
TRANSFORMATION 

16 

NEW CONCEPTS AND METHODS IN 
URBAN STUDIES 

12 

URBAN GOVERNANCE, PLANNING AND 
PARTICIPATIVE DEMOCRACY 

10 

CONTESTED SOCIAL SPACES 7 

POLYCENTRISM, SMALL AND MEDIUM 
SIZE CITIES 

7 

SUSTAINABLE TO RESILIENT CITIES 4 

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS, 
CREATIVE ACTIVITIES IN CITIES 

4 

DIGITAL CITIES AND SPATIAL JUSTICE 3 

URBAN HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION 3 

SHRINKING AND AGING CITIES 2 

SUBJECTIVE/OBJECTIVE WELL-BEING IN 
CITIES 

2 

TOTAL 70 

 

 

 

The local organization team Visiting a museum 
in the favelas 

 

General view on Salvador, Sao Felix 
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Historical Institute of Geography, Dinner at 
Rio Vermelho 

Future Meetings 

2018 - 6th to 10th August 2018 - Quebec 
Regional IGU Meeting: 

Local host: University Laval 

- Commission sessions (11 thematics) co-
organized with the CAG Urban Group 

- Urban Health and Well Being: a system 
approach joined session with C16.20 
Commission on Health and Environment 

Supported by the International Council of 
Science (ICSU) commission "Urban Health and 
Well Being: a system approach " 

August 11th : Travel from Quebec to 
Montreal (Organized by Etienne Berthold 
and Marie-Hélène Vandersmissen, Laval 
University) 

2018 - 12th to 17th August 2018 – Montreal 
IGU Urban Commission Meeting 

Local Host: INRS - Centre Urbanisation 
Culture Société 

Keynote: Mario Polese: ―Why Cities fail, and 
why the roots of urban failure are rarely local?‖ 
Special thematic: Key factors for urban growth 
and decline 

2019 - 4th to 10th August 2019 – Luxemburg 
IGU Urban Commission Meeting 

Local Host: University of Luxemburg 

Special thematic: The urban geographies of the 
new economy, services industries and financial 
market places 

2020 – 3rd to 9th August 2020 – Beirut IGU 
Urban Commission Meeting 

Local Host: Saint Joseph University 

2020 – 17th to 21th August 2020 – IGC 
Istanbul 2021 – Mexico IGU Urban 
Commission Meeting 

Local Host: UNAM 

Prize for the Young Scholar competition 
(Full papers) 

Shanghai 2016: 7 papers 

Jarosław 
Kazimierczak - 
Poland 

Demolition in contemporary urban space - 
analysis of selected European cases 

Quanen Guo- 
China 

Does Innovation Increase or Decrease 
Income Inequality? Evidence from 
Chinese 
City-regions 

Hou Lulu - 
China 

New Urban-Rural Planning in China from 
the View of Life Circle 

Xingjian Liu - 
China 

Polycentric urban development in China: 
A multi-scale analysis 

Yunjun Cai - 
China 

Visualizing social capital: Building 
resilient communities 

Jeferson Hugo 
Pacheco de 
Rezende - 
Brazil 

Localized Values spillover and their 
impact on the hierarchy of global fashion 
capitals network in 21th century. 

Jiang Chao- 
China 

Spatial Morphology and Configuration 
Patterns of Urban Crime Hotspots: The 
Case of Burglary in DP Peninsula, China 

 

1st price to Jiang Chao: The prize was delivered 
at the beginning of the Gala Dinner and the 

$1,000 US were transferred to the winner bank 
account. 

Salvador de Bahia 2017: 4 papers 
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Neyir Zerey - 
Turkey 

LGBTI+s in local governmental bodies: A 
way to transform the urban planning in 
Turkey? 

Leticia Jacomo 
- Spain 

The Photograph as an instrument of 
analysis of the urban landscape 

Julio Pedrassoli 
- Brazil 

Urban expansion and housing inequality 
in São Paulo Metropolitan Region in 
the last 30 years: an approach from 
cartography and remote sensing 

Iago Lestegas 
Tizon - Spain 

Lisbon's historic center: a real estate 
enclave in the periphery of the Eurozone 

 

1st price to Iago Lestegas Tizon and Julio 
Pedrassoli: The prizes were delivered at the 
beginning of the Gala Dinner and the $500 US 
were offered to each of the two winners. 

C. Networking 

Books 
2017 
Publication with Habitat 
 Rozenblat C., Pumain D., Velasquez E.: 

International and Transnational 
perspective of Urban systems, in printing, 
IGU Springer Series: ADVANCES IN 
GEOGRAPHICAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES. Preface 
by Elkin Velasquez, director UN-Habitat 
Latin America 

2016 
Joined publication – commission on transports 
and Urban commission 

 R.D. Knowles and C. Rozenblat (eds.), Sir 
Peter Hall: Pioneer in Regional Planning, 
Transport and Urban Geography, 
SpringerBriefs on Pioneers in Science and 
Practice 52, DOI 10.1007/978-3-319- 
28056-1 

Conferences 
2016 - Beijing: joined sessions with 
C12.10 Commission on Gender Geography 
A Woman‘s Place is in the City! 
Chair: Prof. Joos Droogleever Fortuijn, 
University of Amsterdam Co-chair: Dr. 
Tomoko Kubo, Gifu University 

- C12.07 Commission on Cultural Approach 
in Geography Cultural Aspects of Sustainable 
Urban Development Chair: Prof. Benno 
Werleen, Jena University 

Co-chair: Prof. Daniel O'Donoghue 

- C12.17 Commission on Global Change and 
Human Mobility 

Human Mobility and Urban Vulnerabilities 

Chair: Prof. Daniel O'Donoghue, Canterbury 
University, daniel.donoghue@canterbury.ac.uk 

Co-chair: Prof. Josefina Domínguez-Mujica 

2016: Beijing - collaboration with the Chinese 
Academy of Science – Urban Geography 
commission for the 11 sessions’ organization 
(Chairs & co-chairs). 

- 2016: Shanghai - collaboration with 

o Center for Modern Chinese City Studies, 
East China Normal University 

o The Center of Urban Studies and Urban 
Planning, University of Hong Kong 

o Urban Geography Committee, 
Geographical Society of China Special 
thematic: Governing globalizing cities 

2017 - Hyderabad meeting: Support and 
attendance 

2017 - Beirut – Active participation to 2 
meetings (April and October) with ICSU, 
Ecosequestrust (resilience.io) and Beirut Arab 
University (BAU) – Faculty of architecture 
(host) 

Systems approaches for enhancing Urban 
health and well-being – Implementing 
Resilience in the city Region of Beirut 

2018: Quebec - collaboration with CAG Urban 
Group (Evan Cleave) for the 11 sessions’ 
organization (Chairs & co-chairs). 

2018: Quebec - joined session with 
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C16.20 Commission on Health and 
Environment 

Urban Health and Well Being: a system 
approach 

Supported by the International Council of 
Science (ICSU) commission "Urban Health and 
Well Being: a system approach " 

D. Publications 

In addition to the previous books (in C.1) 

2017: Proceedings of the IGU Urban 
Commission Annual Meeting 2017 University 
Federal of Salvador de Bahia 

Digital Cities and Spatial justice 

Editors: Antonio Angelo Martins Da Fonseca, 
Antonio Puentes, Brais Estevez Vilarino 

ISBN: 978-84-697-4984-5 

 

2016: Proceedings of the IGU Urban 
Commission Annual Meeting 2015 University 
College Dublin Urban challenges in a complex 
world: Resilience, governance and changing 
urban systems Editor: Niamh Moore-Cherry 

Geographical Society of Ireland Special 
Publication 14 
www.geographicalsocietyireland.ie Book 
Content - ISSN: 0791-0681 

Newsletter: 2017 

Newsletter: 2016 

E. Archival Contributions 

The commission‘s WEBSITE archives 
publications from 1984: 

http://www.unil.ch/igu-
urban/home/menuinst/publications/igu-urban-

commission.html 

Open diffusion of news on the mailing list: 
iguurban@unil.ch 

 

Publication and archives of the news on the 
website homepage: 

- World conferences on urban topics 

- Positions 

- New books http://www.unil.ch/igu-urban 

the ―IGU Urban Commission‖ FACEBOOK 
Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2740544051
56/ 

Financial Report 2016-2017 

Transaction Income Expenditure 

2015 IGU Support to the 
commission 2016 IGU Support to 
the commission Flyers 2016 (500 
ex) 
Young scholar Price 
 
Invitation Allen Scott in 
Shanghai 2016 (flight ticket) 
2017 IGU Support to the 
commission: 
Flyers 2017 (500 ex) 
Invitation Richard Walker in 
Salvador 2017 (flight ticket) 
Young scholar Price 

1,000 US$ 
 
1,500 US$ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1,500 US$ 

-361 
 
-1,000 US$ 
 
-1,036 US$ 
 
 
 
-401 
 
-1,738 US$ 
 
-1,000 US$ 

TOTAL 4,000 US$ -5,536 US$ 

BALANCE  -1,536 US$ 

 

This negative balance has been discussed inside 
the Steering committee. A specific request of 
funding can be asked to IGU or we can suspend 
any further cost except the Young scholar 
competition until 2020. 
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C16.38 Water Sustainability 2017

Contents 

A. Membership 

a. Structure of Steering Committee 2 

b. Count of members 2 

B. Meetings 

a. Location and Dates 3 

b. Summary  

c. Meetings planned for 2018 4 

C. Networking 

a. Collaboration with other IGU Commissions 
and Task Forces 5 

b. Collaboration with other international or 
inter- and multidisciplinary groups 5 

c. Cooperative efforts with ISSC, ICSU and 
CIPHS  

D. Publications 

a. Newsletters  

b. Special issues, books 6 

c. Joint papers  

d. Reviews 

e. Website 

E. Archival contributions  

F. Miscellaneous  

Compiler: Frank Winde, Chair 

Comments: N. Frolova, J. Hall, I. Canjevac, C. 
He, L. Zaharia, 

Date of submission: 06.11.2017 

A. Membership 

a. Structure of Steering Committee 

After polling opinions of SC members 
following the Baikal Meeting it was decided to 
appoint Dr. Julia Hall to the Steering 
Committee of the Commission bringing the 
total number of SC members to 10 of which 2 
are honorary members with no specific 
portfolio allocated. Now 50% of SC members 
are female. Dr. Hall was given the portfolio 
‗Collaboration and outreach‘ jointly working 
with Dr. Canjevac. 

Function Name Country, 
gender 

SC 
since 

max. to Institution Portfolio 

Chair Prof. Dr. 
habil. 
Frank 
Winde 

South 
Africa, male 

2012 2024 North-West University, Vaal Triangle 
Campus, Vanderbijlpark, Geography 
and Environmental Studies, PO Box 
1174, Vanderbiljpark, 1900; 
Tel. +27 724059561, +49 
17696001533, Skype: 
frank.winde, frank.winde@nwu.ac.za 

Management and admin, 
Membership/ 

recruitment, website/ 
public visibility 

Vize chair Prof. Dr. 
Natalia 
Frolova 

Russia, 
female 

2012 2020 Lomonossov State University, 
Moscow, Department of Hydrology, 
Faculty of Geography, GSP-1, 
119991, Leninskie Gory, MSU. 
Phone: +7 (495) 939-15-33 
frolova_nl@mail.ru 

Meetings + archiving 

Vice- 
Chair 

Prof. Dr. 
Chanshe ng 
He 

USA, 
male 

2012 2020 Western Michigan University. Wood 
Hall, Department of Geography, 
Western Michigan University, 3234 
Wood Hall, Kalamazoo, MI 49008-
5424. Phone: (269) 387-3425 
Fax: (269) 387-3442 
chansheng.he@wmich.edu 

Publications + reporting 

Member Dr. 
Ivan 
Canjevac 

Croatia, 
male 

2012 2020 University of Zagreb, Faculty of 
Science, Department of Geography, 
Marulicev trg 19/II, 10000 Zagreb, 
Croatia, canjevac@geog.pmf.hr:, Tel. 
0038514895424, Fax 
0038514895440, Skype name: 

Collaboration + outreach 



- 264 -

 261 

naumovac 
canjevac@geog.pmf.hr 

Member Dr. 
Daniel 
Karthe 

Mongolia, 
male 

2016 2024 German-Mongolian University, 
Mongolia, daniel.karthe@ufz.de 

Membership + 
recruitment 

Member Prof. Dr. 
Liliana 
Zaharia 

Romania, 
female 

2016 2024 University of Bucharest, Faculty of 
Geography 
1 Nicolae Balcescu Blv., 010041, 
Bucharest, Romania, Tel: + 40-21-
305 38 22, Fax: + 40-21-315 30 
74, zaharialil@yahoo.com; 
zaharialili@hotmail.com 

Proposed: Meetings + 
archiving 

Member Prof. Dr. 
Lanhui 
Zhang 

China, 
female 

2016 2024 Lanzhou University, College of Earth 
Environmental Sciences, Guanyun 
Building 0912, TianshuiNan Road 
222, Lanzhou City, zip 
code：730000, Gansu 
Province，China, 
Tel/Fax:010 931 8912805 
lhzhang@lzu.edu.cn 

Proposed: Publications 
+ reporting 

Member Dr Julia 
Hall 

Austria, 
female 

2017 2025 Vienna University of Technology, 
Institute of Hydraulic Engineering 
and Water Resources Management, 
Austria, 
Tel. 4315880122322, 1040 Vienna, 
Karlsplatz 13/222-2 
hall@hydro.tuwien.ac.at 

Collaboration + outreach 

Member Prof. emer. 
JAA 
(Tony) 
Jones 

UK, male 2002 open 
ended 

Institute of Geography and Earth 
Sciences, University of Wales, 
Aberystwyth. 
tonyandjenjones@btinternet.com 

honorary SC-member 

Member Prof. Dr. 
Olga 
Scarpati 

Argentina 
female 

2004 open 
ended 

La Plata National University and 
Technical Research Council, Buenos 
Aires, Department of Geography, 
Serrano 669 (1414), Phone: +54-114-
855-7199 Fax: +54-114-856- 
2751 olgascarpati@yahoo.com.ar 

honorary SC-member 

 

b. Count of members 

In order to take stock of how many active 
members the Commission truly has a template 
was designed and sent out to over 300 email 
addresses accumulated in the distribution list. 
The templates enquired about the contact 
details, affiliation and position of members as 
well as their research interests in the field of 
water (incl. the last 10 publications and the 
most recent 3 projects). Only those who  

 

returned the member profile template are now 
regarded as active members to who information 
will be circulated. On request members are 
issued with newly introduced Certificates of 
Membership provided they meet the 

requirements stipulated on the website. The 
certificates are valid for two years. All other 
contacts in the previous circulation list will no 
longer be used. 

As of 17.10.2017 the Commission has a total of 
43 active members (27 male, 16 female). The 
research profiles of most members are available 
on the new website of the Commission 
(www.igu-water.org). The membership by 
country is as follows: 

Russia 6 

China 5 

Romania 5 

Germany 4 

South Africa 4 

Croatia 3 
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USA 3 

Argentina 2 

UK 2 

Armenia 1 

Austria 1 

Italy 1 

India 1 

Japan 1 

Mongolia 1 

Norway 1 

Portugal 1 

Spain 1 
B. Meetings 

a. Location and Dates 

 

The conference was held from 16 to 21 of 
August 2017 at the premises of the International 
Ecological and Educational centre ―Istomino‖ 
at the shores of Lake Baikal (located some 130 
km from the City of Ulan-Ude in the Selenga 
River delta, http://www.eu-interact.org/field- 
sites/observer-stations/russia/baikal-istomino-
field-station/). The conference was organised 
and hosted by Commission members from the 
Baikal Institute of Nature Management SB 
RAS, Ulan- Ude, Russia under the leadership of 
professor Endon Garmaev, who did an 
excellent job in all respects. Our special thanks 
goes to Dr Alexander Ayurzhanaev as most 

capable, helpful and always friendly local 
coordinator. 

b. Summary 

The conference comprised of the following 5 
sessions covering water quantity as well as 
water quality and management-related aspects: 

1. Water resources in the conditions of 
changing climate 

2. Water Management: Principles, Methods, 
Results 

3. Water cooperation in transboundary river 
basins 

4. Water Pollution and Health Impacts 

5. Extreme hydrological events 

In total 20 papers from speakers representing 6 
countries from 4 continents (Africa, Asia, 
Europe, North America) were presented. The 
conference succeeded in attracting papers 
covering the full width of the envisaged 
spectrum of topics. In addition it achieved a 
good geographical representation of speakers 
and study areas with a focus being naturally 
placed on water issues in and around the host 
area (Russia, Eastern China, Mongolia). In 
accordance with the aims and objectives of the 
meeting the sustainable management of water 
resources attracted the largest number of papers 
followed by climate impacts and hydrological 
extreme events such as floods and droughts. In 
this context the important of cities as main 
human habitats are reflected too with papers 
specifically addressing urban water issues. 
However, aspects related to the sustainability of 
water use such as pollution and associated 
health risks were also well represented. In 
almost all cases presented the applied aspect of 
using science to solve real world challenges 
was evident often stressing also social aspects 
as key components of finding sustainable 
solutions to technical and physio-geographical 
water issues. Three different field trips on 
water-related aspects of Lake Baikal were 
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conducted forming a highlight of the 
conference. This includes a boat trip through 
the Selenga River delta, a visit of the eco-trail at 
the Baikal State Biosphere Reserve at Tankhoi 
and a boat trip with overnight stay at a floating 
hotel to the Chivyrkuy Bay Nature Reserve 
including a visit to the nearby hot springs. 
Snapshot of these trips are available at 
www.igu-water.org. 

It is envisaged to continue with the vision of the 
Commission and build on the encouraging 
results of this conference. The possibility of 
publishing selected papers from the meeting in 
a dedicated special issues of a peer-reviewed 
journal or book series is currently explored. All 
participants agreed that the meeting achieved 
what it set out to do and also served to keep the 
newly found momentum of the Commission. 
The presentations are available at www.igu-
water.org. 

c. Meetings planned 

Annual Meeting (Aug. 2018), Quebec, Canada 

The next annual meeting of the Commission 
will be held from 6-10 August 2018 in Quebec 
(Canada) as part of the IGU Regional 
Conference. For that event the Commission will 
propose topics for water-related sessions in due 
course. 

Joint Leopoldina-ASSAf conference (Nov. 
2017), Johannesburg, South Africa 

The South African members of the Commission 
together with the National Academy of Science 

Leopoldina (Germany) and the Academy of 
Science of South Africa (ASSAf) jointly 
organise an international conference on the 
sustainable use of abandoned mines in the 
SADC region, where water and its protection 
from mining-related pollution plays a key role. 
For further information please visit: 
http://www.leopoldina.org/en/events/event/even
t/2538/. 

IGU Thematic Conference, Moscow, June 2018 

Following an initiative of prof. W, Kollossov, 
the Commission submitted a proposal for 
sessions to be held at the IGU Thematic 
Conference: Practical Geography and XXI 
Century Challenges in Moscow, 4 – 6 June 
2018. The conference is dedicated to the 100th 
anniversary of the foundation of the Institute of 
Geography of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences (IGRAS) as largest geographical 
research organisation in Russia. As part of one 
of the eight themes of the conference (Theme 2: 
Environmental Challenges) our Commission 
proposed the following sessions to be headed 
by proffs. N. Frolova and M. Bolgov: 

1. Water resources in the conditions of 
climate change 

2. Water management : modern principles, 
methods, results 

3. Water pollution and health impacts 

4. Extreme hydrological events 

C. Networking 

a. Collaboration with other IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces 

For this period no related activities are to be 
reported. 

b. Collaboration with other international or 
inter- and multidisciplinary groups 

(1) IARC/ UNESCO-Sida 

The chair and another two members are 
representing the Commission in a 
transdisciplinary research project on assessing 
health risks associated with exposure of 
residents to mining waste in South Africa 
jointly conducted with the International Agency 
for Research on Cancer (IARC) of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) in France. 
Collaborators include the Helmoltz Centre 
Dresden Rossendorf (Germany) and the Negev 
Nuclear Centre. The project also received 
funding from UNESCO and the Swedish 
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International Development Cooperation 
Agency (Sida) as part of the Project: 
Environmental & Health Impacts of Abandoned 
Mines in Sub-Saharan African Countries. 

(2) AMIPAHYR 

Members from Romania (prof. Zaharia) and 
Croatia (Dr. Canjevac) are part of a joint 
trilateral project between France, Romania and 
Croatia on: Methodological approaches for 
analysing the impacts of the anthropogenic 
pressures on the hydro-morphological state of 
rivers, (AMIPHYR – French acronym). The 16-
months project (Sep 2016-Dec. 2017) is funded 
by the Francophone University Agency (AUF) 
and Romanian National Authority for Scientific 
Research and Innovation through the Institute 
of Atomic Physics from Romania. It aims at 
establishing interdisciplinary research through 
collaboration between teams of scientists from 
academic institutions in the three countries on 
methods for analyzing human impacts on the 
hydromorphological state of rivers. It involves 
the following three universities: 

- University of Bucharest (Romania), Faculty 
of Geography, Project director: prof. dr. 
Liliana ZAHARIA, Member: lect. dr. 
Gabriela IOANA-TOROIMAC (both 
members of the Commission); 

- Grenoble Alpes University (France), 
Laboratoire d‘étude des Transferts en 
Hydrologie et Environnement (LTHE), 
Project director: prof. dr. Phillippe 
BELLEUDY 

- University of Zagreb (Croatia), Department 
of Geography, Project director: Dr. sc. Ivan 
ČANJEVAC

Further details can be found at: 
http://amipahyr.osug.fr/?lang=en. 

(3) Baikal meeting 

During the conference first talks were held to 
explore opportunities for collaboration between 
the Tongji University of Shanghai (China) and 

the Fraunhofer Institute of Ilmenau (Germany) 
and as well as of colleagues from USA, Austria 
and Germany on the possibility of writing a 
joint position paper on the role of Geography in 
the water sciences. 

Furthermore, Leonid proposed to explore the 
applicability of the GIS-methodology 
specifically developed by the Geographical 
Institute Irkutsk for the Hydrological Atlas in 
the Baikal Region to other catchments. 

(4) BRICS – joint research projects 

Opportunities arising from a recent call for joint 
research projects across BRICS countries are 
currently explored between Commission 
members from Russia, China and South Africa 
in the field of assessing and modelling 
combined impacts of changes in land use and 
climate on surface water resources. 

(5) International Association of Hydrological 
Sciences (IAHS) 

Several members of the Commission who are 
part of the FRIEND (Flow Regimes from 
International Experimental and Network Data) 
attended a meeting of the Low-Flow Group 
Freiburg (Germany) in October 2017. More 
information is available at: http://ne- 
friend.bafg.de/servlet/is/7402/ and 
http://europeandroughtcentre.com/activities/eve
nts/?event_id1=65. 

c. Cooperative efforts with ISSC, ICSU 
and CIPHS 

For this period no related activities are to be 
reported. 

D. Publications 

a. Newsletters 

Newsletter no. 17 has been circulated in 
September 2017 and can also be found at the 
Commission‘s website (www.igu-water.org). In 
addition a report on the Annual Meeting at 
Lake Baikal was compiled which is also 
available at the above mentioned website. 
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b. Special issues, books 

Following the Beijing meeting a special edition 
edited by Chansheng He and Frank Winde for 
the 

journal Ecosystem Health and Sustainability 
(EHS) was compiled titled: Water 
Sustainability and Watershed Ecosystem Health 
(Impacts of Global Change on Eco-hydrology 
at the Watershed Scale). Up to now, we have 
received 7 manuscripts with 2 published, 2 
being reviewed, 2 under revision, and 1 
rejected. It is hoped to complete the issue by the 
end of this year. 

c. Joint papers 

In this section papers are listed which resulted 
from joint efforts of two or more members of 
the Commission or were flowing from 
collaborative projects in which two or more 
members of the Commission participated. 
Names of members of the Commission are in 
red and underlined. 

(1) Günter Blöschl, Julia Hall, Juraj Parajka, 
Perdigão Rui A.P, Bruno Merz, Berit Arheimer, 
Aronica Giuseppe T., Ardian Bilibashi, Ognjen 
Bonacci, Marco Borga, Ivan Ţanjevac, Attilio 
Castellarin, Chirico Giovanni B., Pierluigi 
Claps, Károly Fiala, Natalia Frolova, Liudmyla 
Gorbachova, Ali Gül, Jamie Hannaford, Shaun 
Harrigan, Maria Kireeva, et al. Changing 
climate shifts timing of European floods. 
Science. 2017. 357 (6351). P. 588-590. DOI: 
10.1126/science.aan2506 

We would like to draw special attention to this 
paper in Science as it was based on large data 
sets on the timing of flood events in Europe 
sourced among others from various members of 
the Commission in Croatia and Russia by Dr. 
Julia Hall from the Technical University of 
Vienna (Austria) who is one of the two lead 
authors and was in charge of the data analysis 
and interpretation. We congratulate Julia and 
also Ivan, Natalia and Maria to this significant 
achievement. The abstract of the paper is 

available at: 
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/357/6351
/588. 

(2) Frolova N.L., Kireeva M.B., Magritсkiy 
D.V., Bolgov M.B., Kopylov V.N., Hall J., 
Semenov V.A., Kosolapov A.E., Dorozhkin 
E.V., Korobkina E.A., Rets E.P., Akutina Y., 
Dzhamalov R.G., Efremova N.A., Sazonov 
A.A., Agafonova S.A., Belyakova P.A. 
Hydrological hazards in Russia: origin, 
classification, changes and risk assessment. 
Natural Hazards. 2017. 88. № 1, p. 103-131 
DOI ^ 10.1007/s11069-016-2632-2 

(3) Agafonova S.A., Frolova N.L., Krylenko 
I.N., Sazonov A.A., Golovlyov P.P. Dangerous 
ice phenomena on the lowland rivers of 
European Russia. Natural Hazards. 2017. 88. 
№ 1, p 171-188 DOI: 10.1007/s11069-016- 
2580-x 

(4) Rets E., Chizhova Ju N., Loshakova N., 
Tokarev I., Kireeva M.B., Budantseva N.A., 
Vasil‘chuk Yu K., Frolova N., Popovnin V., 
Toropov P., Terskaya E., Smirnov A.M., 
Belozerov E., Karashova M. Using isotope 
methods to study alpine headwater regions in 
the Northern Caucasus and Tien Shan. 
Frontiers of the Earth Science, 2017. 11, № 3, 
p. 531-543 DOIDOI: 10.1007/s11707-017-
0668-6 

(5) Ţanjevac, I., Oreńiš, D. (2018): Changes in 
discharge regimes of rivers in Croatia, Acta 
Geographica Slovenica – Geografski Zbornik 
58 (2), 7-18. DOI: 10.3986/ags.2004 

(6) Zaharia, L., Costache, R., Prăvălie, R. 
Ioana-Toroimac, G., 2017,Mapping flood and 
flooding potential indices: a methodological 
approach to identifying areas susceptible to 
flood and flooding risk. Case study: the 
Prahova catchment (Romania), Front. Earth 
Sci., 1-19, DOI:10.1007/s11707-017-0636-1 
(Impact factor 0,760) https://link.springer.com/ 
article/10.1007/s11707-017-0636-1 

(7) Moroşanu G.A.,Zaharia L., Ioana-Toroimac 
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G., 2017, Changes in forest and water 
management in the upper Jiu River Catchment 
(Romania): possible effects on the hydro-
sedimentary dynamics, 17 th International 
Multidisciplinary scientific Geoconference – 
SGEM 2017, Conference proceedings, volume 
17, Water Resources, Forest, Marine and Ocean 
Ecosystems, Issue 32, 749-756, ISSN 1314-
2704,DOI: 10.5593/SGEM_GeoConference 
(ISI indexed). 

(8) Ioana-Toroimac G.,Zaharia L., Minea G., 
Moroșanu G.A., 2017,Using a multi-criteria 
analysis to identify rivers with 
hydromorphological restoration priority: 
Braided rivers in the south-eastern 
Subcarpathians (Romania),Science of the Total 
Environment, 599–600 (2017) 700–709 (Impact 
factor 2015/2016: 3,976) 10.1016/j.scitotenv. 
2017.04.209http://www.sciencedirect.com/scie
nce/article/pii/S0048969717310616 

(9) Khundzhua D. A., Kharcheva A. V., 
Krasnova E. D., Gorshkova O. M., Chevel 
K. A., Yuzhakov V. I., Patsaeva S. V*., 
2016. Absorption and fluorescence of 
hydrophobic components of dissolved 
organic matter in several Karelian lakes 
with stratified structures. Proceedings of 
SPIE - The International Society for 
Optical Engineering, SPIE, the 
International Society for Optical 
Engineering (Bellingham, WA, United 
States), v. 9917, pp. 99170R-1-99170R-7 
DOI: 10.1117/12.2229856; * participant 
Istomino meeting 

(10)Vasil‘chuk Yu K., Frolova N.L., Krasnova 
E.D., Budantseva N.A., Vasil‘chuk A.C., 
Dobrydneva L.V., Efimova L.E., Terskaya 
E.V., Chizhova Ju N., 2016. Water 
Isotopic-Geochemical Composition in the 
Trekhtsvetnoe Meromictic Lake on the 
White Sea COSAT. Water Resources, v. 
43, № 5, pp. 828-838 DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1134/S009780781605011
0 

Winde F, Kaiser F, Erasmus E (2017): 
Exploring the use of deep level gold mines 
in South Africa for underground pumped 
storage schemes. Renewable and 
Sustainable Energy Reviews, 78, 668-682, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2017.04.116 
(IF 2016: 6.798, Q1) 

(11)Winde F, Erasmus E, Geipel G (2016): 
Uranium contaminated drinking water 
linked to leukaemia – revisiting a case 
study from an arid sheep farming area in 
South Africa. Science of the Total 
Environment, 574, 400-421, September, doi 
10.1016/j.scitotenv.2016.09.035 (IF 2015: 
3.976; Q1) 

(12)Winde F (2016): Uranium pollution in 
South Africa: past research and future 
needs. Croatian Geographical Bulletin 
(Hrvatski Geografski Glasnik), 77/2, 33−53 
(Proceedings of Dubrovnik meeting) 

(13)ZHANG, Lanhui, Chansheng HE*, Xiao 
Bai, Yi Zhu. 2017. Physically-based 
adjustment factors for precipitation 
estimation in a large arid mountainous 
watershed, Northwest China. Journal of 
Hydrologic Engineering 22(11):04017047, 
DOI: 10.1061(ASCE)HE. 1943-
5584.0001576(SCI). 

(14)ZHANG , Lanhui, Chansheng HE*, Jinlin 
LI, Yong WANG, Zhongfu Wang. 2017. 
Comparison of IDW and physically-based 
IDEW method in hydrological modelling 
for large mountainous watershed, 
Northwest China. River Research and 
Applications, DOI: 10.1002/rra.3147 (SCI) 

(15)ZHANG, Lanhui, Xin JIN, Chansheng 
HE*, Baoqing ZHANG, Xifeng ZHANG, 
Chen ZHAO, Jinlin LI, Jie Tian and Carlo 
DeMarchi. 2016. Comparison of a concept 
model and a physically-based model for 
hydrological modeling of a mountainous 
watershed in arid Northwest China. Journal 
of Hydrologic Engineering (SCI), 21(5): 
04016007, DOI:10.1061/(ASCE)HE.1943-
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5584.0001313. 

(16)Zaharia L.,Ioana-Toroimac G., Cocoş O., 
Ghiţă F.A. Mailat E, 2016, Urbanization 
effects on the river systems in the 
Bucharest City region (Romania). 
Ecosystem Health and Sustainability2:11, 
e01247, DOI:10.1002/ehs2.1247, 
ESA/ESC Open Access Journal, ISSN: 
2096-4129 (Print) 2332-8878 (Online), 

Taylor & Francis Onlinehttp://onlinelibrary. 
wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ehs2.1247/full 

d. Reviews 

As agreed in Beijing Commission members made 
themselves available to fellow members for acting 
as internal and recruited reviewers for submitted 
manuscripts. This offer was used widely and 
frequently and includes journal such as: 

- Ecosystem Health and Sustainability 
- Regional Environmental Change 
- Journal of Hydro-environment Research 

e. Website 

In early August 2017 the revamped website 
went life using a new and somewhat easier-to- 
remember address: www.igu-water.org. The 
website is still work in progress. The new 
address was purchased from Wordpress in order 
to leave the hosting companies name 
(wordpress) out of the address line. Main newly 
added features include but are not limited to the 
following: 

(i) A section on ‘Members’ indicating countries 
represented on the Commission as well as the 
individual member profiles which allow 
visitors to explore the research interests and 
recent outputs of individual members 
intended to facilitate easier collaboration. 
This section also explains the rules on 
membership and appointment of SC members 
as stipulated by IGU as well as internal 
regulations by the Commission. With regard 
to the latter the perhaps most important 
addition is the need for members to actively 

participate in activities of the Commission in 
order to retain their active membership status. 
If no activity can be traced for 2 consecutive 
years the member will receive a warning that 
the membership is about to expire. Also 
outlined are the benefits of membership in the 
Commission as well as our specific support 
for young scientists. 

(ii) A section on ‘Activities’ of the Commission 
presenting selected statistics on the research 
of members as well meetings/ conferences, 
joint projects and how the Commission 
envisages to generate and support 
publications by members 

(iii) While ‘Publications’ were listed at the 
previous website too, this section now also 
has a list of selected journals which are all in 
the upper quartile in the field of water. In 
addition, a compilation of journals recently 
used by member is given as well as a link to a 
list where predatory journals are indicated. 

(iv) Under ‘Archives’ previous newsletters and 
reports are listed. This section is work in      
progress as some of the documents still 
need to be retrieved, which is also true for 
the section on ‗Links’ 

E. Archival contributions 

This report and all contained photos are free to be 
archived by IGU. In addition the Report on the 
Baikal Meting as well as the Newsletter no. 17 
have been sent through to the IGU secretariat. 

F. Miscellaneous 

End of 2016 we learned that the wife of former 
member prof. Woo (MacMaster University, 
Canada) Caroline Meifu Woo passed away, who 
herself actively supported members of the 
commission with travel grants. Honouring her 
contributions an obituary written by prof. emer. 
Tony Jones was placed on the Commission‘s 
website from where it will be moved into the 
archive. 

We also learned that Prof. Chansheng He received 
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the Distinguished Faculty Scholar Award of 
Western Michigan University on which we 
congratulate him wholeheartedly. The chair 
provided one of the testimonials used in the 

associated evaluation process indicating the value 
of the Commission for supporting the careers of 
members. 
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C16.39 Agricultural Geography and Land Engineering 2017 

The IGU Commission on Agricultural 
Geography and Land Engineering (IGU- 
AGLE) was formally approved and established 
on 29 December 2016. 2017 is the birth year of 
this new commission. 

A. Membership 

Following are the details of the IGU-AGLE 
steering committee members, please find 
bellow my details: 

Yansui Liu, Chair, Professor 
Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, China 

Guy M Robinson Joint chair, Treasurer 
Professor, School of Social Sciences University 
of Adelaide, Australia 

Brigitte Nougarèdes Vice chair Professor 
French National Institute for Agricultural 
Research (INRA), France 

Yuheng Li Secretary, 
Associate Professor, 
Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, China 

Michael Woods Professor 
Department of Geography and Earth Sciences 
Aberystwyth University, UK 

Hans Westlund Professor 
School of Architecture and Built Environment 
Royal Institute of Technology (KTH), Sweden 

Bob Nanes Executive director 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 

Rajendra P. Shrestha Professor 
School of Environment Resources and 
Development Asian Institute of Technology 
(AIT), Thailand 

Habibullah Magsi 
Associate Professor of Agricultural Economics 

Sindh Agriculture University Tandojam, 
Pakistan Tel: +92 342 2479265 
E-mail: hmagsi@sau.edu.pk 

B. Meetings 

a. The Steering Committee organized an 
international conference entitled "IGU 
Commission Conference on Global Rural 
Development and Land Capacity Building, 
which was held on August 26-29, 2017 at 
Yulin City, Shaanxi Province, China. Over 
240 people from 17 different 
countries/districts participated in this 
conference. 

b. A key question was considered regarding 
rural decline, namely how to investigate the 
relationship between rural transformation 
and land use with a view to contributing to 
sustainable agriculture and rural 
development. The aim was to provide a 
platform to a wide range of 
audiences/researchers from developing and 
developed countries, especially engaged in 
highlighting issues such as rural 
depopulation, industrial recession in rural 
areas, problems of agricultural security and 
abandonment of farmland as well as their 
various impacts. A Global Rural Plan was 
jointly initiated by the IGU- AGLE, and 
commission on Sustainability of Rural 
Systems, Land Use and Land Cover 
Change. The plan is intended to bring the 
world's rural scholars together and make 
the world a better place. This conference 
was the inaugural conference of the IGU-
AGLE Commission. 

c. The IGU-AGLE and Center for Assessment 
and Research on Targeted Poverty 
Alleviation, CAS jointly organized a 
conference with the theme of "targeted 
poverty innovation and development". The 
conference was organized on 18-19 
November 2017 in Nanchang City, Jiangxi 
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Province, China. 260 people from 26 
provinces participated in this conference. 

d. The Commission is investigating the 
possibility of organizing a second IGU-
AGLE conference in November 2018 in 
Australia. The conference theme may focus 
on aspects of agricultural, rural and land 
sustainability under global changes. 

The Commission also plans to organize a 
conference with the theme of "modern 
agricultural development and land use 
innovation" on 2 April 2018 in Beijing, China. 
The conference is to memorize the academician 
Chuanjun Wu who was the vice president of 
IGU from 1988 to 1996. 

C. Networking 

a. Details of the establishment of AGLE have 
been published in the latest Newsletter of 
the Institute of Australian Geographers 
(IAG). Formal collaboration to organize a 
joint conference in 2018 is being sought 
with the Rural Geography Study Group of 
the IAG and the IGU Commission on Land 
Degradation and Desertification 
(COMLAND). 

b. The IGU-AGLE secretary Yuheng Li 
attended the 25th Colloquium of IGU-
CSRS: Rural spaces in a multifunctional 
transition: experience and adaptation, 16-22 
April 2017, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 
There Dr. Yuheng talked with Dr. Holly 
Barcus and Dr. Serge Schmitz who are the 
chair and co-chair of the IGU-CSRS, and 
introduced the IGU-AGLE commission. 

c. Dr. Holly Barcus, the chair of the IGU-

CSRS was invited to attend the inaugural 
conference of the IGU-AGLE Commission 
entitled "IGU Commission Conference on 
Global Rural Development and Land 
Capacity Building, which was held on 
August 26- 29, 2017 at Yulin City, Shaanxi 
Province, China. 

d. The IGU-AGLE commission was invited to 
jointly organize the 29th Biennial 
Conference of North East India 
Geographical Society (NEIGS) CUM XIth 
International Geographical Union (IGU) 
Commission Seminar which is to be held at 

B. Borooah College, Guwahati, 8-10 February, 
2018. Dr. Yuheng Li will participate in this 
conference by representing the IGU-AGLE 
commission. 

D. Publications 

a. The IGU-AGLE published two newsletters 
on 18 April and 18 Oct. 2017. These 
newsletters were sent to Michael Meadows 

E. Archival Contributions 

The IGU-AGLE contributed to two pieces of 
news to the IGU website. 

1. Inaugural Conference of IGU Commission, 
Yulin, calls for ‗Global Rural Plan‘ 
https://igu-online.org/inaugural-conference-
of-igu-commission-yulin-calls-for-global- 
rural-plan/ 

2. Nature paper points out the need to 
revitalize the countryside… https://igu-
online.org/nature-paper-points-out-the-
need-to-revitalize-the-countryside/ 
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C16.40 African Studies 2017 
 

Introduction 

The IGU Commission on African Studies 
(IGU-CAS) was formed in May 2017. It is 
headquartered in the Department of Geography 
and Environmental Studies, University of 
Zululand, South Africa. It is a research and 
scientific body composed of and dedicated to 
African and Africanist scholars researching on 
issues around and in Africa, ranging from social 
sciences to natural sciences, but informed in the 
main by geographical, multi and 
interdisciplinary perspectives. Given the 
relative infancy of the IGU-CAS, this report 
covers the period from May-December 2017. 
Accordingly, this report focuses on the 
following, membership, website, meetings, 
networking and publications. 

Website 

The website of the Commission is: 
https://iguafricacommission.org/. All events 
(past, current and planned with be displayed in 
this website). 

Membership 

The membership of the IGU-CAS can be 
broken down into two categories, which are the 
Steering Committee and corresponding 
members. 

Steering Committee 

1. Dr. Inocent Moyo (Chairperson) 

Department of Geography and Environmental 
Studies University of Zululand, Postal Address: 
Private Bag X1001 KwaDlangezwa 3886, 
South Africa, Email: minnoxa@yahoo.com; 
MoyoI@unizulu.ac.za Website: 
http://www.unizulu.ac.za/ 
T: +27 (0) 35 9026340| Office C 9/+27 72 106 
2632 
2. Dr. Christopher Changwe Nshimbi 
(Secretary) 

DST-NRF RCA Research Fellow & Deputy 
Director: Centre for the Study of Governance 
Innovation (GovInn), Department of Political 
Sciences, University of Pretoria, Old College 
House, Private Bag X20, Hatfield 0028, 
Pretoria, South Africa, Email: 
csnzed@gmail.com; 
christopher.nshimbi@up.ac.za, 

3. Dr Alain François LOUKOU (Deputy 
Chairperson) 

Enseignant - Chercheur, Géographie des TIC / 
Lecturer, Geography of ICT 
UFR "Communication Milieu & Société", 
Université de Bouaké (Côte d'Ivoire / Ivory 
Coast) 12 BP 650 Abidjan 12, Côte d'Ivoire 
(Ivory Coast), GSM: 00 (225) 08 82 51 86 / 03 
59 34 32 Email: alain_loukou@hotmail.com 

4. Prof. Kenneth Matengu (Deputy Secretary), 
Pro-Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation 
and Development, Office of the PVC: 
Research, Innovation and Development, 
University of Namibia, Tel: +264 (0) 61 206 
3944, E-mail: kmatengu@unam.na, 
Web: http://www.unam.edu.na 
 

5. Dr Augustin Chabossou, Centre d'Etudes, 
de Formation et de Recherches en 
Développement (CEFRED), Faculté des 
Sciences Economiques et de Gestion 
Université d'Abomey Calavi (Bénin), 
Adresse postale : 04 BP 966 Cotonou 

 Mobile : (00229) 97 98 23 22, Fixe : 
(00229) 21 38 12 55, Email: 
achabossou@yahoo.fr 

6. Dr. Yazidhi Bamutaze, Head of 
Department, Department of Geography, 
Geoinformatics & Climatic Sciences, P.O 
Box 7062, Kampala, Uganda, Tel: +256 
414 531 26, Fax: +256 414 531 641, Email: 
geog@caes.mak.ac.ug 

7. Dr. Ibrahima Sylla, Département de 
Géographie de l'Université Cheick Anta 
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Diop Dakar, Sénégal, Spécialité : 
Géographie des TIC et de la Société de 
l'information. Geography Department of 
the University Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar, 
Senegal 

 Email: ibrahima.sylla4818@gmail.com 

8. Professor A.I. Tanko, PhD, FRGS, Dean, 
Faculty of Earth & Environmental 
Sciences, Bayero University,PMB 3011, 
Kano, Nigeria, Tel: +234 803 263 8229, 
(2nd Vice President, Association of 
Nigerian Geographers - ANG), Email: 
aitanko.geog@buk.edu.ng 

9. Professor J.A.(Tony) Binns FRGS, 
FNZGS, FHEA, Ron Lister Chair of 
Geography President, Commonwealth 
Geographical Bureau, Past President, New 
Zealand Geographical Society, Past 
President, The Geographical Association 
(UK), Series Editor, Routledge, 
Perspectives on Development, Chair, 
International Editorial Advisory Board, 
Australasian Review of African Studies, 
Department of Geography/Te Ihowhenua, 
University of Otago Te Whare Wananga o 
Otago, PO Box 56, Dunedin, 9054, NEW 
ZEALAND/AOTEAROA email:jab@ 
geography. otago.ac.nz, phone: +64-3-479-5356 (direct line), 

 fax:+64-3-479-8706 (confidential), fax: 
+64-3-479-9037 

10. Professor Hazel Barrett, Chair in 
Development Geography, Centre for Trust 
Peace and Social Relations, Coventry 
University, Priory street, Coventry, CV1 
5FB.Email: gex037@coventry.ac.uk 

Corresponding members 

1. Dr. Madani Azzeddine Université Djilali 
Bounaama Khemis Miliana, Algeria, 
azzeddine.madani@univ-dbkm.dz - 
madani.azzeddine@gmail.com,. 

2. Mr Reda Alkot Mohamed, Geography 
Department, Faculty of Arts, Cairo 
University, Egypt. Email: 

reda_alkot@yahoo.com. 

3. Dr Karl-Heinz Gaundry, University of 
Freiburg, Institute for Environmental 
Social, Sciences and Geography, Freiburg, 
Germany. Email: khgaudry@gmail.com. 

4. Professor Tom Dietz, African Studies 
Centre, Netherlands Email: 
a.j.dietz@asc.leidenuniv.nl 

5. Professor Prof K Mearns, Department of 
Environmental Sciences, Office 135 
Calabash Building, Tel +27 11 471 2973, 
Fax +27 11 471 2866, Email: 
mearnkf@unisa.ac.za. 

6. Professor Melanie Nicolau, Director, 
School of Environmental Sciences, 
University of South Africa. 
Email:nicolmd@unisa.ac.za 

7. Professor Gijsbert Hoogendoorn, Head of 
Department, Department of Geography, 
Environmental Management and Energy 
Studies, University of Johannesburg, 
Corner Kingsway and University Road, 
Auckland Park, Johannesburg. Email: 
ghoogendoorn@uj.ac.za. 

8. Mrs Leizel Williams-Bruinders, Lecturer, 
Department of Geosciences, Mandela 
University, South Campus, PO Box 77000, 
Port Elizabeth, 6031, South Africa. Email: 
leizel.williams- bruinders@mandela.ac.za. 

9. Dr Claudious Chikozho, Executive Director 
(AISA), HSRC. Email: 
CChikozho@hsrc.ac.za 

10. Miss Ernerstina Nkooe, Lecturer, 
Department of Geography, University of 
Free State. Email: NkooeES@ufs.ac.za 

11. Professor Brij Maharaj, Department of 
Geography, University of Kwa-Zulu Natal. 
Email: maharajB@ukzn.ac.za 

12. Carlos Nunes Silva, Chair: IGU 
Commission 'Geography of Governance'. 
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Portugal. Email: cs@campus.ul.pt 

Summary of Membership 

COUNTRY NUMBER OF MEBERS 

Algeria 1 

Benin 1 

Cameroon 1 

Egypt 1 

England 1 

Germany 1 

Ivory Coast 1 

Namibia 1 

New Zealand 1 

Netherlands 1 

Nigeria 2 

Portugal 1 

South Africa 15 

Uganda 1 

TOTAL 30 
 

NB: Its should be noted that these are 
undercounted totals because, the number 1, only 
denotes the person in contact, but the activities of 
the Commission reach the whole country, of 
which updated numbers are not currently 
available. For, example Namibia and Ivory Coast 
have been indicated as showing only one person, 
but the reality on the ground is that the 
Commission activities have reached the whole 
country. 

Meetings 

Since the IGU-CAS is only a few months old, it 
will hold its first meeting on 21 November 
2017 in the Faculté des Lettres et Sciences 

humaines, Dakar, Sénégal. It is expected that 
about 75 participants will attend. This meeting 
is an, International Colloquium on Smart Cities 
– 1st Edition 2017 (https://iguafrica 
commission.org/events/). Further, there are two 
meetings that are planned for 2018, as detailed 
below 

1. University of Namibia Date: 17-18 May 
2018 

Venue: University of Namibia, Namibia 
Theme: What is Africa’s response on global 
challenges: Understanding drivers of poverty 
and reducing inequality? 

Expected number of participants: 100 
2. University of Zululand Date: 18-21 June 
Venue: University of Zululand 
Date: Africa in the global imaginary: Towards 
internationally competitive science and 
research. 
Expected number of participants: 500 

Networking 

The IGU-CAS has established a collaboration 
with the IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance. In addition, the IGU-CAS has 
established a collaborative relationship with the 
Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), 
through the Africa Institute of South Africa 
(AISA), represented by Dr Claudius Chikozho. 

Publications 

There are currently no publications that are 
linked to the activities of the IGU-CAS, but it is 
expected that in future there will be more 
publications. 

Inocent Moyo (PhD) 
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C17.01 Geography for Future Earth 2017 
 

1. Steering committee 

IGU Commission on Geography of Future 
Earth: Coupled Human Earth Systems for 
Sustainability (IGU-GFE) has been formally 
established in October 2017. IGU-GFE will 
initially focus on human-land systems and its 
interfaces with the coast, the ocean, and the 
atmosphere. It aims to promote wider analysis 
and innovative thinking about global land 
sustainability through the bridging and 
synthesis of physical geography, human 
geography, ecology, hydrology, atmospheric, 
climate and social sciences. It will provide a 
platform for communication among 
geographers globally with the aim of promoting 
research and innovation in relation to 
sustainability. The steering committee structure 
of IGU-GFE is as follows. 

Chair 

Dr. Prof. Bojie Fu 
Dean and Distinguished Professor of Faculty of 
Geographical Science, Beijing Normal 
University. 
Distinguished Professor of Research Center for 
Eco-Environmental Sciences, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences 
Address: No. 19, XinJieKouWai St., Hai Dian 
District, Beijing 100875, P. R. China Email: 
bfu@rcees.ac.cn; Phone: +86 10 62923557 

Vice-Chairs 

Dr. Prof. Mark Stafford Smith 
Chief Coordinating Scientist in Institute of 
Land and Water, CSIRO, Australia; Chair of 
Science Committee, Future Earth 
Address: GPO BOX 1700 Canberra Act 2601 
Australia 
Email: Mark.Staffordsmith@csiro.au; Phone: 
+61 408 852 082 

Members 

Dr. Prof. Hanqin Tian 

Director of International Center for Climate and 
Global Change Research; Solon and Martha 
Dixon Professor at Auburn University. 
Address: SFWS Building, 602 Duncan Drive 
Auburn, AL 36849-5418, USA E-mail: 
tianhan@auburn.edu; Phone: +1 334 8441059 

Dr. Prof. Peter Verburg 
Institute for Environmental Studies, Faculty of 
Science VU University Amsterdam, Netherlands 
E-mail: peter.verburg@vu.nl 

Dr. Prof. Soroosh Sorooshian 
Director of Center for Hydrometeorology and 
Remote Sensing; University of California, 
Irvine 
Address: Irvine E/4130 Engineering Gateway, 
Irvine, CA USA, 92697-2175 Email: 
soroosh@uci.edu 

Dr. Prof. Sandra S. Luque 
Director of Research at IRSTEA, National 
Research Institute of Science and Technology 
for Environment and Agriculture 
Address: 500 rue JF BRETON, Montpellier 
34000, France Email: sandra.luque@irstea.fr; 
Phone: +44 1334 463381 

Dr. Prof. Toshiya Okuro 
Laboratory of Landscape Ecology and Planning 
Department of Ecosystem Studies The 
University of Tokyo 
Address: Yayoi 1-1-1, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-
8657, Japan Tel: 3-5841-5051 Fax: 3-5841-
5072 
E-mail: aokuro@mail.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp 

Dr. Prof. Liliana Zaharia 
Professor of geography at Faculty of 
Geography, Bucharest University Address: 1 
Nicolae Balcescu Blv. 010041, Bucharest, 
Romania 
E-mail: zaharialili@hotmail.com; Phone: + 4 
021 3053822 

Dr. Prof. Dra. Nicole Bernex 
Professor Principal at Department of 
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Humanities - Geography Section, Pontifical 
Catholic University of Peru 
Email: nbernex@pucp.edu.pe 

Dr. Walter Musakwa 
Department of Town & Regional Planning 
University of Johannesburg, South Africa Tel: 
+27 011 559 6318 
Email: wmusakwa@uj.ac.za 

Secretary: 

Dr. Prof. Wenwu Zhao 
Professor and Dean at Institute of Land Surface 
System and Sustainable Development, Faculty 
of Geographical Science, Beijing Normal 
University. 
Address: No. 19, XinJieKouWai St., HaiDian 
District, Beijing 100875, P. R. China Email: 
zhaoww@bnu.edu.cn; Phone: +86 10 
58802125 

2. Meetings 

 The organized meeting in 2017 

IGU-GFE was formally established in October 
2017. As a new commission, IGU-GFE did not 
organize some meetings at the end of 2017. 
While, some steering committee members (Prof 
Hanqin Tian and Prof. Bojie Fu) co-organized 
1st CHESS Workshop on Coupled Human- 
Earth System Solutions for Global 
Sustainability on August 13-14, 2017. This 
workshop was held in Auburn University, USA. 
More than 40 scientists from USA, China and 
Indian attended this workshop. The chair of 
IGU-GFE Commission, Prof. Bojie Fu, 
delivered a keynote speech on Ecosystem 
services in the changing landscape. Besides, 
the oral speeches were focusing on providing 
effective solutions to the most pressing global 
and regional environmental challenges such as 
climate change, land use, water quality, soil 
loss, and poverty via coupled Climate- Human-
Earth System pathways and modelling. During 
the workshop, the scientists agree that it is so 
important to establish a new commission on 
Coupled Human Earth Systems for 

Sustainability. The workshop unveiled the 
preface of the establishment of the IGU-GFE. 

 The planning meeting in 2018 

In 2018, IGU-GFE will attend 2018 IGU 
Regional Conference in the Québec City from 
August 6 to 10, 2018, and organize the session 
―Coupled Human-Earth Systems for 
Sustainability‖. 

Themes of the session include (but not limited 
to): 

Earth, and especially new theories and 
hypothesis on coupled human-earth 
systems for sustainability; 

 Open and inclusive platforms for 
Geospatial Big Data and observations of 
coupled human-earth systems; 

our understanding of complex Earth 
systems and human dynamics across 
different scales; 

ecological process, services, and human 
wellbeing; 

global climate/environmental changes and 
sustainability; 

development, multi-scale sustainability 
evaluation,  and sustainable scenarios for 
transformative development pathways. 

This session will be the debut of the IGU-GFE 
Commission on international geography stage 
and will definitely enlarge the influence of the 
Commission. 

3. Publications 

Special issue on Global Environmental Change 

In order to serve for the sustainability research, 
Professor Bojie Fu will host a special issue on 
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Global Environmental Change in ―Current 
Opinion in Environmental Sustainability‖ in 
2018. The issue title is: Understanding the 
interaction between the biophysical processes 
and social processes of global environmental 
change for preparedness for future changes. 
The issue will be divided into five sections 
consisting 20-30 papers: 

 Introduction including an editorial 
overview and an introductory paper on 
main concepts and biophysical processes, 
as well as its social linkage of global 
environmental change. 

 Ecosystem structure and function change, 
presenting global and regional scale 
assessment of ecosystem structure and 

function changes and its drivers, 
ecosystem composition, type, and 
productivity. 

 Hydrological processes and water 
resources, reviewing the findings of 
hydrological processes, eco-hydrological 
processes, socio-hydrological processes in 
the river basins and the implications of the 
changing human-water relationship on 
sustainable water resources management 

 

the results of land use processes, soil 
erosion and conservation, social processes 
of land use decision-making and the 
implications of the changing human-land 
relationship on land conservation practices. 

of new understandings of global 
environment change in changing human-
environment relationship and 
recommendation on policy and adaptation 
measures. 

Commission website 

The commission website is being constructed. 
The website of IGU-GFE Commission will be a 
bilingual (English-Chinese) version website 
that contains seven modules as follows. 

 Home: a comprehensive showcase of the 
Commission 

 About IGU-GFE: to introduce the aim and 
tasks of the Commission 

 IGU-GFE structure: to give a detailed 
introduction about the structure and 
steering committee members of the 
Commission 
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 News: to release news of recent conference 
the Commission involved or forthcoming 
events relate to the Commission. 

 Journals: Introduction or links of journals 
on sustainability. 

 Relative group links: to present relative 
international, intergovernmental, or inter- 
and multi-disciplinary groups around 
geography and sustainability. 

 Downloads: Files, papers or descriptive 
documents published by members of the 
Commission 

Besides, the Logo of IGU-GFE commission is 
being designed. The Logo alternative proposals 
have been developed by considering the theme 
of the Commission (sustainability, future earth, 
development). After collecting suggestion 
feedbacks from the members of the steering 
committee, a final revised version will be 
chosen. The Logo plans are as follows. 
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T16.01 Olympiad Task Force 2017 

 
1. Membership 

(a) Steering Committee. The 2012-2016 
Steering Committee of the IGU Olympiad Task 
Force was made up of two co-chairs, the past, 
present and future Olympiad Local Organisers 
and three seconded members. With Olympiads 
scheduled every year in the 2012-2016 
quadrennial, the rotation of organisers meant 
that the Task Force drew membership from a 
range of countries, which means we can draw 
on a wealth of experience, and the Task Force 
is continually ‗refreshed‘. Further, the rotation 
is important in the mentoring role of the Task 
Force and induction of future Local Organisers. 
The Steering Committee had the following 
membership in 2016; the membership of the 
2016-2020 Task Force is listed on page 7. 

Ms Kathryn Berg (co-chair) 
Royal Geographical Society of Queensland 237 
Milton Road 
Milton Qld 4064 

Australia 
Vox: + 61 7 3368 2066 
Fax: + 61 7 3367 1011 
Email: kathberg1@gmail.com 

Prof Lex Chalmers (co-chair) Department of 
Geography The University of Waikato Private 
Bag 3105 
Hamilton 
New Zealand 
Vox: + 64 7 838 4436 
Fax: + 64 7 838 4633 
E‐mail: lex@waikato.ac.nz 

Mr Henk Ankoné Wildenborch 208 
7006 HV, Doetinchem 
Netherlands 
E-mail: henk@ankone.net 

Dr Fernando García-García 
Centro de Ciencias de la Atmosfera 
Universidad Nacional Autónonma de México 

Circuito de la Investigacion Cientifica 
Ciudad Universitaria. Del. Coyoacan 04510 
Mexico D.F. 
Mexico 
Vox: + 52 55 5849 5108 
Fax: + 52 55 5622 1577 
Email: igeo.amc.mexico@gmail.com Ms Sue 
Lomas 

22 Pendle Gardens 
Culcheth, Warrington WA3 4LU 
United Kingdom 
Vox: + 44 79 6805 8945 
Email: sue‐lomas@talktalk.net 

Assoc Prof Alexey Naumov Faculty of 
Geography 
Moscow State University MGU Leninskiye 
Gory, 1 
119991 Moscow 
Russia 
Vox: + 7 495 939 3649 
Fax: + 7 495 932 8836 
Email: alnaumov61@gmail.com 

Mr Tomasz Sawicki 

c/o Polish Geographical Society 

Komitet Główny Olimpiady Geograficznej ul. 
Podbipiêty 2, 02-732 
Warszawa 
Poland 
Vox: + 48 509 021 960 
Email: tomasz.j.sawicki@gmail.com 

Prof Wang Min College of Geography 
Beijing Normal University 
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19 Xinjiekouwai St 
Beijing 100875 
P.R. China 
From 2016-2020 the membership is as follows: 

There are now four co-opted members due to 
the increase of work. 

Ms Sue Lomas (co-chair) 
22 Pendle Gardens, Culcheth Warrington WA3 
4LU United Kingdom 
Vox: + 44 79 6805 8945 
Email: sueguides@hotmail.co.uk 

Assoc Prof Su-Min Shen (co-chair) Department 
of Geography, National Taiwan Normal 
University 162, Sec 1, Hoping East Rd, Taipei 
Taiwan ROC 106 
Vox: +886 2 7734 1634 
Fax: +886 2 2369 1770 
Email: smshen@ntnu.edu.tw 

Assoc Prof Alexey Naumov Faculty of 
Geography 
Moscow State University MGU Leninskiye 
Gory 1, 119991 Moscow Russia 
Vox: + 7 495 939 3649 
Fax: + 7 495 932 8836 
Email: alnaumov61@gmail.com 

Mr Tomasz Sawicki 
c/o Polish Geographical Society 
Komitet Główny Olimpiady Geograficznej ul. 
Podbipiêty 2, 02-732, Warszawa Poland 
Vox: + 48 509 021 960 
Email: tomasz.j.sawicki@googlemail.com 
Vox: + 86 10 5880 7455 ext 1631 
Fax: + 86 10 5883 6093 
Email: wangmin@bnu.edu.cn 

Dr Dubravka Spevec Department of Geography 
University of Zagreb Marulicev trg 19/2, 
Zagreb Croatia 
Vox: + 385 1 4895 418 
Fax: + 385 1 4895 440 
Email: dspevec@geog.pmf.hr 

Mr Nikola Srzentic (2016‐2018) 
Regional Center for Talented Youth Belgrade II 
Ustanicka 64/VI 11000 Belgrade 

Serbia 
Vox: + 381 65 243 13 13 
Fax: + 381 11 243 13 13 
Email: talenti10@open.telekom.rs 

Mdm Li Ling Tan Ministry of Education 
1 North Buona Vista Drive 
Singapore 138675 
Vox: + 65 6879 6901 
Fax: + 65 6778 4352 
Email: adelene17@gmail.com 

Prof Wang Min (2016-2017) College of 
Geography Beijing Normal University 
19 Xinjiekouwai St, Beijing 100875 
P.R. China 
Vox: + 86 10 5880 7455 ext 1631 
Email: wangmin@bnu.edu.cn 

Professor Lynn Moorman (2017-2019) Earth 
and Environmental Sciences Faculty of Science 
and Technology Mount Royal University 
Calgary, 
CANADA 
Email: lmoorman@mtroyal.ca 

(b) Membership (i.e. the email distribution 
list). Currently 55 countries. It is made up 
of the Steering Committee (8) the 
International Board composed of 
representatives of participating countries 
(45 in 2016 and 41 in 2017), other 
Olympiad team leaders, and geography 
educators from countries actively 
considering participating in future 
Olympiads. In addition, there are 15 
geography educators in another 13 
countries with whom we communicate at 
least annually, but who would not be 
described as active members. The country 
distribution is as follows: 
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Team (in English) 2016 2017 

Argentina 1 1 

Armenia 1  

Australia 1 1 

Azerbaijan 1  

Belarus 1 1 

Belgium 1 1 

Bolivia 1  

Bosnia and Hercegovina  1 

Brazil 1  

Bulgaria 1 1 

China-Beijing 1 1 

China-Hong Kong 1 1 

China-Macau 1 1 

Croatia 1 1 

Cyprus 1 1 

Czech Republic 1 1 

Denmark 1 1 

Estonia 1 1 

Finland 1 1 

France   

Germany 1  

Hungary 1 1 

India  1 

Indonesia 1 1 

Israel   

Japan 1 1 

Kazakhstan 1 1 

Korea  1 

Latvia 1 1 

Lithuania 1 1 

Mexico   

Mongolia 1 1 

Montenegro 1 1 

The Netherlands 1 1 

New Zealand 1 1 

Nigeria 1  

Pakistan 1  

Philippine 1 1 

Poland 1 1 

Portugal   

Romania 1 1 

Russia 1 1 

Saudi Arabia   

Serbia 1 1 

Singapore 1 1 

Slovakia 1 1 

Slovenia 1 1 

Switzerland 1 1 

South Africa   

Taiwan 1 1 

Thailand 1 1 

Tunisia   

Turkey 1 1 

United Kingdom 1 1 

USA 1 1 

No. of Participating Teams 45 41 

 

Additionally, we have had queries from 
Sweden for 2019. 

(c) URL of the Task Force website is 
http://www.geoolympiad.org/ . 

2. Meetings5 

The Task Force has organised an Olympiad in 
Beijing in 2016 and in Belgrade in 2017. 

2016 International Geography Olympiad 

The 2016 iGeo was held in Beijing, from 16 to 
23 August 2016. It was hosted by the 
Geographical Society of China and Beijing 
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Normal University in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Education for the People‘s Republic 
of China and the China Association for Science 
and Technology. Professor Wang Min and Dr 
Wei Dongying from the University led the 
Local Organising Committee. 

Teams from 45 countries competed and 174 
students, 95 leaders and official observers, plus 
a large number of members of the Local 
Organising Committee and volunteer assistants 
form the University. 

The six themes explored in the Written 
Response Test were Landslides, Tsunamis, 
Tourism, World Climate, Population and Urban 
Theories and Development. The fieldwork was 
about sustainable urban living in an area of 
Beijing around the Wangjing Community. 

Wuttipat Kiratipaisarl from Thailand was 
assessed as the best young geography, with 
Claire Yung from Australia in second place and 
Oleg Zheleznyy from Russia in third. Although 
the Olympiad is first and foremost an individual 
competition, country places are always 
awarded. In 2016 these were as follows: 

 

Team Ranking 

1. Australia 

2. Singapore 

3. Thailand 

4. Russia 

5. China ‐ Taipei 

6. China ‐ Beijing 

7. United States of America 

8. Romania 

9. United Kingdom 

10. Lithuania 

During the week of the Olympiad, two Task 
Force meetings and two International Board 
meetings were held. Whilst the business of 
these was mainly focused on the logistics and 
arrangements for the tests and the excursions of 
the Olympiad, general business around the 
Olympiad as a whole was discussed. The main 
business of the final International Board was to 
thank and say ‗goodbye‘ to three of our Task 
Force members whose terms of office were 
complete. Henk Ankone, Kath Berg and Lex 
Chalmers have worked tirelessly to establish 
the Olympiad as the successful competition it is 
today. 

INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHY 
OLYMPIAD - BEIJING 20166 

Team leaders from Estonia, UK and Croatia 
enjoying the amazing food at the Conference 
Centre where we were staying. 
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Kath Berg announcing the medal winners at the 
Closing Ceremony in the amazing Olympic 
Centre. 

2017 International Geography Olympiad7 

The 2017 iGeo was held in Belgrade in Serbia 
from 2 to 7 August 2017. Local organizers were 
The Regional Centre for Talented Youth 
Belgrade II, The Institute for the Gifted and 
Talented Children and Youth Belgrade and The 
Faculty of Geography - University of Belgrade. 
The Local Organiser was Nikola Srzentic, 
Director of the Centre, and he was supported by 
a committee. 

Forty-one teams competed at the Belgrade 
Olympiad, Total participation was 
approximately 220 people, made up of 160 
students, plus team leaders, official observers 
and members of the Local Organising 
Committee. In addition, many volunteers 
assisted. 

The Written Response Test asked questions in 
the areas of the Geography of Sport, Climate 
and Weather, Transport and its environmental 
impact, marine tides, soil degradation and food 
security. The fieldwork site was the 
KOŃUTNJAK PARK where students 
investigated various aspects of the provision 
and use of youth tourism. 

The leading young geographer was Victor 
Vescu from Romania, with Sreško Kajic from 
Croatia in second place and Anna Kurop from 
Poland third. 

Team Ranking 

1. Poland 

2. Romania 

3. United States of America 

4. Lithuania 

5. Russia 

6. China, Beijing 

7. Belarus 

8. Latvia 

9. China‐Taipei 

10. Croatia 

 

We were delighted to welcome Dr. Joos 
Droogleever Fortuijn, First Vice President of 
the IGU to our closing ceremony where she was 
able to present the Gold Medal Certificates. We 
are very grateful for the support of the IGU in 
our work. 

The International Board meetings evaluated the 
progress of the Olympiad in attracting new 
countries, but also considered the impact of 
moving to an annual competition. 

Future Meetings. The International Board has 
agreed to hold International Geography 
Olympiads annually. The IGU Executive 
adopted an annual strategy for the 2012‐2016 
quadrennial but has reverted to the biennial 
Congress and Regional conference model for 
2016‐2020. This model does not suit the 
Olympiad funding cycles of most countries 
where between six and seven Olympiads in 
different subjects are state‐funded on an annual 
basis. Given the interest in and growth of the 
Olympiad, and the national status associated 
with hosting such an event, the Task Force is 
continuing to offer an Olympiad every year. In 
non‐IGU Congress/ Regional Conference years, 
the events may be attached to conferences of 
other IGU Commissions, but are at present, 
independently organised by the Task Force. It 
should not be underestimated how much more 
pressure is put upon the Task Force and the test 
convenors to produce high quality, fair and 
consistent tests every year. Planning is already 
under way with the Local Organising 
Committees for these future Olympiads: 

2018 International Geography Olympiad -
Quebec 

In 2018 the Olympiad will be held from 31 July 
to 6 August at the Université Laval in Quebec. 
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It will run immediately prior to the IGU 
Regional Conference. The Task Force is in 
regular communication with Prof Matthew 
Hatvany from the Université Laval, and Beth 
Dye from the Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society. Professor Lynn Moorman is the Task 
Force representative from the Local Organising 
Committee. There are already 49 countries 
registered to take part in the Olympiad. 

2019 International Geography Olympiad – 
Hong Kong 

Dr. Alice Chow of the Education University of 
Hong Kong chairs to the local organizing 
committee and plans are well unde 

3. Networking and Communication 

Since it was established in 2004, the Task Force 
has had regular contact with the Steering 
Committee of the Commission o 

The Task Force negotiated with Prof Benno 
Werlen on ways that the Olympiad programme 
could contribute to the Intern tests of the 
Olympiad in Beijing in 2016. 

The Task Force also worked with a 
representative of the IGU project OURSUS 
(Our Sustainable Cities) on ways this could b 
home countries. Two representatives from the 
project attended the Olympiad to judge the 
posters. 

The communications of the Task Force are 
largely with national geography education 
representatives, where the Task For Board, a 
governance group), discussion and debate over 
major issues takes place annually at Olympiad 
events. 

The most important audience for the Olympiad 
is young geographers. The Task Force intends 
to discuss the possibility of s 

4. Publications 

The Task Force relies on its website and email 
list to communicate with the geographical 

community. The Task Force itself of many 
national geographical education organisations. 

The website of the Olympiad Task Force is 
found at www.geoolympiad.org. The site is 
kindly maintained by the Geography 
Department of the National Taiwan Normal 
University. The site explains what the 
geography Olympiad is, with reference to the 
history stretching back to the 1996 Olympiad in 
the Netherlands. One key set of pages is found 
under the Statutes tab. The statements found 
here describe the key activities and processes of 
the Task Force. The second important set of 
pages is under the Test Guidelines tab, where 
the locations and details of the component tests 
(Written Response Test, Multimedia Test and 
the Fieldwork Exercise) are described. Each 
Olympiad Local Organising Committee also 
creates its own website. These include large 
amounts of information about that Olympiad. 
Photos and news are added during and after the 
Olympiad. 

5. Funding 

We are grateful for the support of the Executive 
and IGU General Assembly through providing 
US$5000 for the Olympiad Task Force in the 
IGU Memoranda of Understanding with 
Regional Conference and Congress Local 
Organising Committees. The Executive has 
kindly increased this to US$7500 from 2018 
onwards. The IGU also supports us with an 
annual administration grant of US$2500. 
Again, we are grateful for this generous 
donation to our funds as we have no way to 
raise funds for our extra Olympiads. 

In 2017 the IGU Budget allocated $2500 to 
support the International Geography Olympiad 
in Belgrade 2017 and has agreed to similarly 
support the International Geography Olympiad 
in Hong Kong in 2019. The funding will be 
used primarily for Task Force representatives to 
visit the Olympiad sites/hosts to (i) consult and 
approve the Olympiad fieldwork test, and (ii) to 
check the accommodation and facilities that 
have been secured by the hosts for the event. 
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It is becoming increasingly apparent that some 
countries are finding the funding of attendance 
at the Olympiad very challenging. This year, we 
have received many queries about the 
possibility of bursaries or grants, particularly to 
fund travel. This is an area the Task Force will 
discuss at their next meetings in Canada. The 
Task Force is also researching the possibility of 
sourcing sponsorship for students experiencing 
hardship. The Task Force has now produced a 
three‐year budget which it will formally 
approve at its meeting in Canada. 

The Task Force will continue to monitor its 
practices and procedures, and revise as 
necessary, to ensure that the Olympiad tests 
recognise the world‘s best young geographers, 
and that other elements of the programme 
facilitate intercultural sharing between the 

students, and international networking between 
geography educators. 

The Task Force will continue its utreach to 
countries that do not compete in the Olympiad 
and anticipates that the number of participants 
will continue to grow. 

In conclusion, we would like to thank the 
Executive Committee of the IGU for their 
continued support and encouragement, 
particularly the Secretary General, Mike 
Meadows and the First Vice‐President, Joos 
Droogleever Fortunin. We look forward to 
sharing further successes of the Olympiad. 

Sue Lomas and Su-Min Shen 

Co-Chairs 

International Geography Olympiad Task Force 
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T16.02 Centennial and Sesquicentennial Task Force 2017 

A. Membership 

Professor Vladimir Kolosov Institute of 
Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Staromonetny per., 29. 
Moscpw 119017, Russia Email: 
kolosov@igras.ru 

Professor Jean Andrey 
Department of Geography and 
Environmental Management 
200 University Avenue West Waterloo ON 
Canada N2L 3G1 E-Mail: 
jandrey@uwaterloo.ca 

Dra. Irasema Alcántara Ayala 
Universitaria Nacional Autonomo de 
Mexico 
Instituto de Geografia 
Circuito Exterior, Ciudad Universitaria 
C.P. 04510 Mexico, D.F. Mexico E-Mail: 
irasema@igg.unam.mx 

Professor Dr. Eckart Ehlers Zentrym fur 
Entwicklungsforschung University of Bonn 
Walter-Flex-Strasse 3 
55113 Bonn, Germany 
E-Mail: ehlers@giub.uni-bonn.de 

Professor Ruth Fincher University of 
Melbourne 
School of Social and Environmental Enquiry 
Parkville, Australia 3010 
E-Mail: r.fincher@unimelb.edu.au 

Professor Sergio Conti University of Turin 
Department of Economics and Statistics Lungo 
Dora Siena 100A, 
Turin 10153, Italy 
Professor Brij Maharaj University of Durban-
Westville 
Environment and Development Program 
Private Bag X54001 Durban, South Africa E-
Mail: maharajB@nu.ac.za 

Professor Jean-Robert Pitte Departemente de 
Géographie Université de Paris IV 
191 rue Saint-Jacques F 75105 Paris France 
E-Mail: jean-robert.pitte@wanadoo.fr 

Dr. Mechtild Rössler, Chief Europe and North 
America Unit UNESCO World Heritage Center 
7, Place de Fontenoy 
75352 Paris 07 SP France 
E-Mail: m.rossler@unesco.org 

Professor Woo-ik Yu 
No. 15-1301 Namsan Town Apt. Sindang-3-
dong, Jung-ku 
Seoul 100-754 South Korea 
E-Mail:yuwooik@gmail.com; 
sarahjokim@naver.com 

Professor Jacobo Garcia Alvarez Campus de 
Getafe 
Madrid, 126 
28903 Getafe, Madrid, Spain 
jgalvare@hum.uc3m.es 

B. Meetings 

a. The meeting hold in 2016 - early 2018 
gathered mostly TF members and other experts 
interested in acting as the editors and the 
authors of special academic publications on the 
occasion of IGU centennial. 

1) The TF met for the first time on February 3-4 
2016 in Leipzig, Germany. The meeting was 
hosted by Leibnitz Institute for Regional 
Geography (IfL) and attended by 9 persons. 

2) The second meeting was hold during the 
25th International Congress on the History 
of Science and Technology (ICHST) and 
was hold in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on 25 
July 2017. It was attended by 10 persons 
and few guests. 

3) The third meeting was organized in Paris 
on 19 February 2018, hosted by the Maison 
des Sciences de l’Homme and attended by 8 
persons and few guests. 

b. The first meeting in Leipzig was devoted to 
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the discussion about possible publications 
before the centennial of IGU in 2022. It started 
by the presentation of the document 
―Preliminary reflections for a possible 
commemorative book‖ prepared by J. García 
Alvarez. Afterwards, a rewarding debate was 
held among the participants about the main 
theoretical and practical issues regarding this 
book project, namely its possible contents, 
funding and languages; potential audience and 
publishers; and work plan and schedule. It was 
decided to prepare two volumes. Volume 1 
should be a ―documentary-approach‖ book on 
the history of IGU on the basis of IGU 
publications and archival materials. Volume 2 
will be a ―research-based‖ volume dealing with 
the major issues and problems regarding the 
internationalization of geography and the role 
of IGU in this process. It was also decided to 
the conduct and to record of personal interviews 
of relevant figures in the history of IGU with 
the use of a specially designed questionnaire. 

The second meeting in Rio de Janeiro 
concerned the general design and the structure 
of two volumes. The first of them can be based 
on IGU archival material hold at the Leibniz 
Institute for Regional Geography in Leipzig. 
But the problem of big gaps regarding the 
material before 1956 was stressed. The whole 
process of the new archival description, 
indexing and partly digitalization will take 
according to Bruno around two years. The 
volume should include an update and a brief 
analysis of statistical tables and maps 
summarizing, for instance, the changes in the 
budget of IGU, the number and the list of its 
Commissions and their members, etc. Dr. 
Michael Leuchner who represented Springer 
Publishers emphasized that the whole project 
was definitely interesting to his company, 
which could contribute to the costs of the 
editorial work and that it was possible to 
publish both online and printed versions. 

With regard to the second volume – the 
―Research based volume‖ - a discussion about 
possible topics and meta-topics arose, and it 

was agreed again to focus on 
internationalization. The International 
Geographical Congresses could be seen as 
landmarks for processes of internationalization. 
As the book project should be a real 
international project, questions of possible 
authors and languages dominated the 
discussion. It was suggested to recruit a team of 
authors representing different fields of both 
physical and human geography, and different 
parts of the world. The meeting resulted in the 
first draft of the second volume‘s structure. 

The main practical outcome of the third 
meeting in Paris is the ―road map‖ of activity in 
preparing two volumes and a detailed structure 
of the second volume. The editors of each part 
were appointed, and they promised to negotiate 
potential authors whose list compiled thanks to 
collective efforts. It was agreed to discuss the 
results at an informal meeting of TF members 
who will attend IGU Regional Conference in 
Quebec and by email. 

c. The meetings or other events you plan to 
hold in 2018 and later years, including 
locations, dates, and the topics/themes to be 
addressed. 

The Chair of TF and other members met in 
March 2016 with the representatives of the 
Organizing Committee of the extraordinary 
IGU Congress in Paris, in which IGU 
centennial will be celebrated, and discussed the 
ideas for making a more visible international 
event. They also visited together the 
headquarters of the ISSC for discussing these 
issues with its Executive Director Denis 
Matthieu. A similar discussion took place at the 
CIST World Congress on Humanities in Liège, 
August 2017. 

According to the decisions of the first meeting, 
a special questionnaire was worked out, and 16 
interviews with well-known scholars were 
conducted and recorded during the 33d 
International Geographical Congress in Beijing 
in August 2016. They can be used in the 
volumes to be published before the Congress in 
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Paris. It was agreed to conduct such interviews 
at the IGU Regional Conference in Quebec. 

C. Networking 

b. The TF cooperated with the Commission 
on History of Geography in preparing the 
meeting in Rio and hold a joint session with 

few presentations on IGU Congresses in the 
past, in particular, the 1956 Congress in Rio. 

c. See above. 

D. Publications 

Archival Contributions
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T16.03 Young and Early-Career Geographers Task Force 2017 

The IGU Task Force for Young and Early 
Career Geographers‘ (IGU-YECG) was 
launched on the 22nd August 2016 at the 33rd 
International Geographical Congress in Beijing, 
China. The primary aims of the Task Force are 
to promote career development for early career 
Geographers through mentoring, training and 
sharing; stimulate interdisciplinary, 
international and inter- generational research 
conversations between Geographers and 
acknowledge and elevate the achievements of 
early career geographers in the Global North 
and South. 

A. Membership Steering Committee Chair 

Komali Yenneti 

Faculty of Built Environment, University of 
New South Wales, Sydney-Australia Email: 
k.yenneti@unsw.edu.au 

Vice Chair 

Martina Angela Caretta 

Department Geology and Geography, West 
Virginia University-USA Email: 
martina.caretta@mail.wvu.edu 

Secretary and Treasurer Gaurav Sikka 

Department of Geography, University of Delhi- 
India Email: gauravsikkageo@gmail.com 

Full Members 

 Andre Carmo, Institute of Geography and 
Spatial Planning, University of Lisbon- 
Portugal, Email: carmo@campus.ul.pt 

 Alexander Sebentsov, Institute of 
Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences- 
Russia, Email: sebentsov.igu@gmail.com 

 Eleanor Darlington, Department of 
Geography, Loughborough University- 
United Kingdom 

 Jackeline Romio, Department of 
Demography, State University of 
Campinas-Brazil, Email: 
jackeline.romio@gmail.com 

 Kamalini Ramdas, Department of 
Geography, National University of 
Singapore- Singapore, Email: 
geokr@nus.edu.sg 

 Ravi Baghel, Department of Geography, 
University of Heidelberg- Germany, Email: 
baghel.ravi@gmail.com 

 Milton Milaras, Department of 
Environmental Sciences, University of 
South Africa- South Africa, Email: 
milton.milaras@hotmail.com 

Task Force Members 

As a ‗new‘ Task Force, efforts are in the 
direction to increase the number of 
corresponding members. The Task Force has 
launched its listserv at geo-
iguyecg@listserv.wvu.edu to update 
geographers about our activities and circulating 
relevant information. The total members of the 
Task Force are 124 (as of 1st November 2017). 

 

B. Meetings 

a. Meetings organized with basic details 

33rd International Geographical Congress Date: 
21-25 August 2016 

Place: Beijing, P.R. China 

Organisers: IGU and The Geographical Society 
of China 

Xth IGU Thematic International Conference on 
Urbanization, Health and Wellbeing and 
Sustainable Development Goals 
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Date: 17-19 March, 2017 Place: Hyderabad, 
India 

Organised by IGU Commissions on Urban 
Geography, Biogeography and Biodiversity, 
Local and Regional development, Land 
Use/Land cover Change. 

Host: Department of Geography and 
Geoinformatics, Osmania University, 
Hyderabad 

b. Brief Summary of the Meetings 

33rd International Geographical Congress 

Date: 21-25 August 2016, Place: Beijing, P.R. 
China 

IGU-YECG Official Launching Ceremony 

The IGU‘s Young and Early Career 
Geographers‘ Taskforce (IGU-YECG) was 
launched on 22 August 2016 at the 33rd IGC in 
Beijing, China. During the launch the chairs of 
the session, Kamalini and Komali introduced 
the team, and also shared with those present the 
aims and future plans for the Taskforce. There 
were more than 50 young and early career 
geographers present at the launch representing 
Africa, South Asia, East Asia and Europe. 
Many shared their experiences as young and 
early career scholars in Geography and 
suggested how the Taskforce could be of 
further help. There was animated discussion 
about how to showcase some of the great 
research by early career scholars and also 
promote Geography as a key discipline that 
straddles the physical and social sciences. The 
launch also provided a great avenue for 
connecting with other early career groups and 
researchers working on educating young 
geographers based in Beijing, Bucharest, and 
Moscow. Attendees participated in a survey to 
provide feedback and express their interest to 
be involved in future Taskforce events. 
Through the launch and feedback process, 
interesting ideas were generated to help meet 
the Taskforce‘s mission. These included the 
possibility of setting up an e-journal to 

showcase early career research and finding 
ways to connect with early career groups 
already operating in Europe and China. 

IGU-YECG Master Class 

The launch ceremony of the IGU-YECG on the 
22nd September at the IGU Beijing Congress 
was followed by a Master class on finding 
funding and grants proposal writing. The 
session was organised by Dr. Alexander 
Sebentsov, Researcher, Institute of Geography, 
Russian Academy of Sciences and Dr. Yulia 
Zaika, Researcher, Faculty of Geography 
(Khibiny research station), Lomonosov 
Moscow State University, Dr. Komali Yenneti, 
Nanjing Institute of Geography and Limnology, 
Chinese Academy of Science, and Dr. Kamalini 
Ramdas, National University of Singapore. 

An important part of our job as scientists is to 
manage our research, develop successful 
projects and collaborations, find funding, write 
grant applications and research proposals, and 
publish the outcomes of our research. These 
might be challenges for young geographers. 
Knowing where to look and how to apply for 
funding as well as understanding how to 
manage the research or project can be time 
consuming and frequently discouraging. This 
Master class aimed to provide young and early 
career geographers with ideas and advices on 
how to write successful research proposals and 
grant applications, and how to implement their 
research. Senior researchers from different parts 
of the world like Dr. Joos Droogleever Fortuijn, 
Associate Professor, Department Geography, 
Planning and International Development 
Studies, University of Amsterdam and 
Vice‐President International Geographical 
Union, Professor Jarkko Saarinen, Department 
of Geography, University of Oulu, Finland and 
Dr. Elaine Lynn-Ee Ho, Associate Professor at 
the Department of Geography, National 
University of Singapore shared their personal 
experiences on how to write an academic grant 
proposal? When and how to work in 
collaborative research projects? How to devise 
and manage the budget? What are some key 
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strategies for getting your research published? – 
to put in short, how to survive academic life? A 
world cafe – an interactive discussion – 
followed the presentations, with one of the 
senior members answering the questions of the 
YECG and one of the members of the YEC 
facilitating each of the group. 

Xth IGU Thematic International Conference 
on Urbanization, Health and Wellbeing and 
Sustainable Development Goals 

Date: 17-19 March, 2017, Place: Hyderabad, 
India 

The IGU Task Force for Young and Early 
Career Geographers (IGU-YECG) and the 
Organizing Committee of Xth IGU 
International Thematic Conference had 
organised a poster competition for IGU-YECG 
Late Dr. Manju Singh Memorial Young 
Scientist (Poster) Award on 17th March 2017 at 
Hyderabad, Telangana, India. Gaurav Sikka 
(Secretary and Treasurer, IGU-YECG) 
coordinated the event. During the Xth IGU 
International Conference on ―Urbanization, 
Health & Well Being and Sustainable 
Development Goals‖ from March 17th -19th, 
2017 at Osmania University, Hyderabad, IGU-
YECG aimed to present a special poster award, 
to foster the excitement of younger colleagues 
in presenting their work in the form of a poster. 
Posters were invited from young scholars on the 
theme and sub themes of this conference. The 
award is instituted in the memory of Late Dr. 
Manju Singh, daughter of Prof. RB Singh (Vice 
President, International Geographical Union). 
Dr. Manju Singh, a young and dynamic 
academic did her M.Sc. from USA and PhD in 
nanotechnology from Italy. She left for her 
heavenly abode after a prolong illness on 9th 
December 2014. Prof. RB Singh has been 
generous enough to provide financial support 
for this award. 

Eleven poster presentations from India and 
abroad were made in this competition. The jury 
for the award competition comprised of: Prof. 
Yukio Himiyama (President, IGU), Prof. Celine 

Rozenblat (Chair, IGU Urban Commission) and 
Prof. Aravind Mulimani (Karnatak University, 
Dharwad). Awardees were selected on the site 
by jury and award recipients were announced 
during the valedictory session of the 
conference. The award included a certificate of 
merit and monetary award of Rs 5100/-. Two 
consolation certificates were also given. The 
award is bagged by S. Abdul Rahaman from 
Department of Geography, Bharathidasan 
University, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu for his 
poster on ―Assessment Of Human-Induced 
Land Degradation and Its Impact Through 
Geospatial Based MCE Approach In Kallar 
Watershed Of Tamil Nadu‖. The consolation 
certificates 2nd & 3rd position was won by 
Gaurav Kant Nigam from Indira Gandhi Krishi 
Vishwavidyalaya, Raipur, Chhattisgarh and 
Tejpal Sharma from Kurukshetra University, 
Haryana respectively. The event was hailed by 
entire geographers‘ community and appreciated 
by the young scholars. 

"Just get on with it"- Writing Workshop 

Date: 11-13 December 2017, Place: Shanghai, 
China 

IGU-YECG is co-hosting an academic 
workshop with the School of Geographical 
Sciences, East China Normal University from 
11-13 December 2017 at Shanghai, China. The 
workshop is being planned for PhD scholars to 
orient them about the research and publication. 
Prof. Michael Meadows is the resource person 
of the workshop. Prof. Meadows, an eminent 
geographer is Secretary General and Treasurer 
of IGU and is heading the Department of 
Environmental and Geographical Sciences at 
University of Cape Town. The proposed 
sessions of the workshop are as follows: 

11th December 2017: How to publish your 
research in a peer-review journal 12th 
December 2017: How to present a paper at an 
academic conference 

13th December 2017: Developing clarity and 
focus in academic writing +How to cite 
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literature and compile a reference list 
(Combined session) 

c. Planned Meetings for 2018 XI IGU 
Commission Seminar 

Date: 8-10 February, 2018 Place: Guwahati, 
India 

IGU-YECG is organising a competition for 
IGU-YECG Late Dr. Manju Singh Memorial 
Young Scientist (Poster) Award. The award 
includes two prizes. Ist Prize is a monetary 
award of Rs 5100/- and a IInd Prize of Rs 
1100/- 

2018 IGU Regional Conference 

Date: 6-10 August 2018 Place: Quebec, Canada 

IGU-YECG is organizing oral sessions for 
IGU-YECG Late Dr. Manju Singh Paper 
Award with prize money of CAD 200 for 
young scholars. Task Force is also offering four 
IGU- YECG Student Registration Fee Waiver 
Awards on competitive basis. 

A meeting-cum- networking event is also being 
planned for Quebec 2018. The event will begin 
by presentation of the IGU-YECG progress by 
the Chair and Secretary. This will be followed 
by an interactive discussion on the role of early 
career geographers in geography and how to 
survive academia (senior academics to join us!). 

C. Networking 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to be 
signed between the US based International 
Association of Young Geographers and IGU-
YECG is under process. The two parties shall 
cooperate in the following fields: 

1. The IAYG and the IGU-YECG will 
cooperate to expand and strengthen IAYG 
Dimensions, the first open-source, peer-
reviewed academic journal of its kind for 
university students around the world. IGU-
YECG will become a strategic partner for 
this programme, and both parties will work 
together to monitor journal quality and 

bring it to more university students 
worldwide. 

2. The IGU-YECG will also become a 
strategic partner of the GeoInterns 
Connection programme, which connects 
young geographers around the world with 
valuable unpaid and paid internship 
opportunities. The two parties will work 
together to bring this deeply beneficial 
programme to more communities through 
the recruitment of local coordinators and 
the expansion of the IAYG Geography 
Society network. 

3. The IAYG will become a partner of the 
IGU-YECG for events at the IGU Canada 
Conference, including the paper session, 
taskforce update, and network evening. 
Both parties will cooperate in all ways seen 
fit to advance shared goals for young 
geographers. 

4. The IAYG will support and become a 
strategic partner of the IGU-YECG future 
activities aiming to empower and nurture 
future leaders in geography. 

5. Both parties will jointly develop and 
organise other capacity building workshops 
and programmes to support young and 
early career geographers. 

6. Any other areas of cooperation, as agreed 
to by the IAYG and IGU-YECG. 

IGU-YECG has developed an understanding 
with IGU Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity and IGU-YECG is shown as an 
important link at their official website 
http://www.igubiogeography.com/page10.html 

 

Discussions are also on with recently 
established IGU Commission on Agricultural 
Geography and Land Engineering (AGLE) 
regarding the important role that young 
geographers can play in the Global Rural Plan, 
an idea mooted by IGU-AGLE. 
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D. Publications 

b. List of the articles and volumes published 
by the IGU-YECG members in English are 
the following: 

Andersson, L, Caretta, M.A. 2017. Arsenic 
poisoning in rural Bangladesh: an intersectional 
analysis of impacts on women. wH2o The 
Journal of Gender and Water, 6, 4-23 

Baghel, R., and L. Stepan. 2017. 
Contextualising the Anthropocene: The 
cultures, practices and politics of water 
knowledge in Asia. In Water, Knowledge and 
the environment in Asia: Epistemologies, 
practices, locales, eds. R. Baghel, L. Stepan, 
and J. K. W. Hill. London: Routledge. 

Baghel, R., L. Stepan, and J. K. W. Hill eds. 
2017. Water, Knowledge and the environment 
in Asia: Epistemologies, practices, locales. 
London: Routledge. 

Caretta, M. A., & Cheptum, F. J. 2017. Leaving 
the field: (de-)linked lives of the researcher and 
research assistant. Area, Online First. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/area.12342 

Caretta, M. A., & Jokinen, J. C. 2017. 
Conflating Privilege and Vulnerability: A 
Reflexive Analysis of Emotions and 
Positionality in Postgraduate Fieldwork. The 
Professional Geographer, 69(2), 275–283. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00330124.2016.125226
8 

Caretta, M. A., Webster, N.A. 2016. What kept 
me going was stubbornness. Perspectives of 
early career women on enablers and barriers in 
academia. Investigaciones Feministas, 7 (2) 89-
113 http://dx.doi.org/10.5209/INFE.52911 

Caretta, M.A. 2016. Member checking: a 
participatory method to test and analyze 
preliminary results in cross-cultural, cross-
language research. Qualitative Research, 16 
(3), 305-318 DOI: 10.1177/1468794115606495 

Caretta, M.A. 2016. Practising Feminist 
Political Ecologies: Moving beyond the ―Green 
Economy‖ by Harcourt, W., Nelson, I.L. (eds.) 
Book review. Progress in Development Studies, 
16, 4 

Caretta, M.A. 2017. Striving beyond epistemic 
authority: results dissemination in smallholder 
irrigation farming research. Annals of the 
American Association of Geographers 
https://doi.org/10.1080/24694452.2016.126168
6 

Caretta, M.A., Riaño, Y. 2016. Feminist 
Participatory Methodologies in Geography: 
Creating Spaces of Inclusion. Qualitative 
Research, 16 (3), doi:10.1177/14687 
94116629575 

Frick-Trzebitzky, F., R. Baghel, and A. Bruns. 
2017. Institutional bricolage and the production 
of vulnerability to floods in an urbanising delta 
in Accra. International Journal of Disaster Risk 
Reduction 26 (Supplement C):57–68. 
http://www.wh2ojournal.com/uploads/7/5/2/6/7
5265451/wh2o_issue_5.pdf 

Jokinen, J.C., Caretta, M.A. 2016. When bodies 
do not fit: an analysis of postgraduate 
fieldwork. Gender, Place & Culture 23, 1665–
1676. doi:10.1080/0966369X.2016.1249343 

McKay, T.J.M. & Milaras, M. 2017. Public 
lies, private looting and the forced closure of 
Grootvlei Gold Mine, South Africa. The 
Journal for Transdiciplinary Research in 
Southern Africa, 13(1), a347. 
https://doi.org/10.4102/td.v13i1.347 

Milaras, M. & McKay, T.J.M. 2017. Action 
Research Driving a Scaffolded Soil Science 
Curriculum: Within the Context of Post-First 
Year Academic Underpreparedness. In Cross-
Disciplinary Approaches to Action Research 
and Action Learning, eds. T.A Mapotse, 
Hershey: IGI Global, pp.193-214, DOI: 
10.4018/978-1-5225-2642-1.ch011 

Milaras, M. & McKay, T.J.M., 2016, A 
scaffolded Soil Science curriculum: A practical 
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project approach. Proceedings of: The Society 
of Southern African Geographers: Centenary 
Conference, Stellenbosch, 25-28 September 
2016. 

Nüsser, M., and R. Baghel. 2017. The 
emergence of technological hydroscapes in the 
Anthropocene: Socio-hydrology and 
development paradigms of large dams. In 
Handbook on geographies of technology, ed. B. 
Warf, 287–301. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. 

Östberg, W., & Caretta, M. A. 2017. Kerio 
Valley, 1973–2013: A case study of Kenyan 
small holder agriculture. African Studies, 76(3), 
402–422 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00020184.2017.128566
4 

Ramdas, K. 2016.Feminist Ethics of Care, 
Becoming Area. Environment and Planning D, 
34(5): 843-849. 

Sikka, G. 2017. Arguing from Planning from a 
Gender Perspective in Royal Geographical 
Society Gender and Feminist Geographies 
Research Group Blog Post, United Kingdom 
can be accessed at 
http://www.gfgrg.org/arguing-for-planning-
from-a-gender perspective-by-gaurav-sikka/ 

Sikka, G. & Mathur, V. 2017. Gender analysis 
of post resettlement transformation in 
livelihood opportunities at Sardar Sarovar 
Project resettlement sites, India. Journal of 
Landand Rural Studies, online first 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/2
321024917731839 

Sikka, G. 2016. The Case of Missing Toilets in 
Sardar Sarovar dam resettlements in Vadodara, 
Gujarat. Geo Journal, 81 (2), 257-266 DOI: 
10.1007/s10708-014-9617-z 

Sikka, G. 2017. Tagged-and tied- to geography. 
Teacher Plus, 15 (3), 32-35 

Sikka, G. 2017. The Gender Shocks from 
Nagaland in Royal Geographical Society 
Gender and Feminist Geographies Research 

Group Blog Post, United Kingdom can be 
accessed at http://www.gfgrg.org/the-gender-
shocks-from-nagaland-by-gaurav-sikka/ 

Webster, N. A. Caretta, M.A. 2016. ―Women in 
groups can help each and learn from each 
other‖. The role of homosocial practices in 
shaping and renegotiating the local gender 
contract. Géneros. Multidisciplinary Journal of 
Gender Studies, 5(3), 1072-1095. doi: 
10.17583/generos.2016.1992 

Wimark, T., Lewis, N. M., & Caretta, M. A. 
2017. A life course approach to the field and 
fieldwork. Area, online first. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/area.12362 

Yenneti, K., Wei, Y.D., Chen, W. (2017). The 
Urbanization of Poverty in India: Spatio-
temporal disparities in Consumption 
expenditures. Geographical Review, 107 (2), 
360–383 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.19
31-0846.2016.12167.x/abstract 

Yenneti, K., Day, R., and Golubchikov, O. 
(2016). Spatial Justice and the Land Politics of 
Renewables: Dispossessing Vulnerable 
Communities through Solar Energy Mega-
Projects. Geoforum, 76, 90-99 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2016.09.004 

Yenneti, K. (2016). The grid-connected solar 
energy in India: Structures and challenges, 
Energy Strategy Reviews, 11-12: 41-51. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esr.2016.06.002 

Yenneti, K. and Day, R. (2016). Distributional 
justice in solar energy implementation in India: 
the case of Charanka solar park. Journal of 
Rural Studies, 46:35-46. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2016.05.009 

Yenneti, K., Tripathi, S., Wei, Y.H.D., Chen, 
W., Joshi, G. (2016). The Truly 
Disadvantaged? Assessing Social Vulnerability 
to Climate Change in Urban India. Habitat 
International, 56:124-135. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.habitatint.2016.05.001 
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Yenneti, K. (2016). Industry perceptions on 
feed in tariff (FiT) based solar power policies – 
A case of Gujarat, India. Renewable and 
Sustainable Energy Review, 57: 988-998. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rser.2015.12.173 

Zhang Juan, Yeoh, B.S.A. & Ramdas, K. 2017. 
Self-fashioning exceptionality: Flexible 
workers in Singapore‘s casino resorts.  Asian 
Anthropology, 16(1): 4-19. 

c. The current (accurate) URL of the 
commission‘s website. 
https://iguyecg.wordpress.com/ 

It serves also as on-line archive of the Task 
Force with all meetings, conference alerts, job 

opportunities available, as well as photo 
galleries related to the Task Force activities. 
The web blog represents the major tool for 
exchange of information among the members of 
the Task Force and other young scholars. 

E. Archival Contributions 

All the reports of meetings were sent to IGU 
secretariat. We use our Task Force web blog as 
kind of archive. It offers all available meeting 
reports, photo gallery representing our 
meetings. 

This report is structured following the 
instructions of the IGU Executive Committee. 
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C16.01 Commission on Applied Geography 2018

1. Members and Participants 

1.1 Membership  

John R. Lombard (President) 
Associate Professor  
School of Public Service 
Old Dominion University 
2092 Constant Hall, CBPA 
Norfolk, VA 23529, USA 
jlombard@ODU.EDU 
+1 757-683-4809 

Jonathan Corcoran (Secretary) 
Professor 
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Faculty of Science 
University of Queensland 
Australia 
jj.corcoran@uq.edu.au 
Ph: +61 7 336 56517 

Members: 
Graham Clarke 
Professor of Geography  
Department of Geography 
East Building  
University of Leeds 
Leeds LS29JT  
United Kingdom 
Email: g.p.clarke@leeds.ac.uk 
Ph: +44 (0)113 34 33323 

Eliahu Stern 
Professor of Geography 
Department of geography and Environmental 
Development 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 

Israel 
Email: elistern@bgu.ac.il 
Ph: +972 3 7447854; mobile +972 50 7421905 

Tomasz Wites, PhD 
Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies 
University of Warsaw 
t.wites@us.edu.pl 

2. Meetings 

2.1. Summary of meetings, themes and 
venues 

2.1.1. Major events in the year 2017 

The Applied Geography Commission and the 
University of Queensland co-hosted the 
Institute of Australian Geographers Conference 
in Brisbane 11-14 July 2017. Professor 
Jonathan Corcoran, AGC Secretary, organized 
four sessions featuring 12 papers on a variety of 
topics in applied geography. All sessions were 
well attended. 

The Commission hosted an evening round table 
for session participants on Wednesday, July 12 
featuring past Commission Chairs, Professor 
Robert Stimson and Professor Robert Baker. 
Most importantly, several graduate students 
attended the event as well. The Commission 
discussed plans for disseminating research 
papers by organizing and publishing a book or 
by organizing a special issue of a journal.  

2.1.2. Major events in the year 2018 

The Applied Geography Commission 
participated at the 2018 IGU Regional 

IGU Commission and Task Force Annual Reports 2018 
Groupe de Travail et de la Commission de l‗UGI Rapports 

Annuels 2018 
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Conference - CAG Annual Meeting - NCGE 
Annual Conference held in Quebec City on 
August 6-10, 2018. The Commission hosted 
three sessions featuring 12 papers in the broad 
subjects of Market Geographies; 
Transportation, Tourism, and Community 
Spaces; and Cities and Planning.  

 

Commission members and participants at 
the Quebec City meetings 

John Lombard (AGC President) and Jonathan 
Corcoran (AGC Secretary) held a business 
meeting of the Commission whereby members 
and attendees discussed plans for future 
meetings and publications. Furthermore, the 
Commission hosted an evening dinner and 
roundtable for participants as well as several 
social gatherings at local establishments.  

2.1.3. Future Events 

The Commission plans two meetings in 2019. 
First, the Commission Conference will be held 
at the Gran Sasso Science Institute in L‘Aquila, 
Italy as shown in the see save the date flyer 
(below). Second, the Commission will hold a 
joint meeting with the Applied Geography 
Conferences, Inc. in Charlotte, North Carolina 
in early November 2019. Professor Murray 
Rice, Executive Director of the AGC, Inc. has 

garnered the support of the steering committee 
and more details will be available in early 2019. 
The Commission will sponsor several sessions 
at the IGU Congress in Istanbul in the year 
2020. 

3. Networking  

The Commission has collaborated with the 
Institute of Australian Geographers (2017), the 
Applied Geography Conferences, Inc., (2019) 
and the Gran Sasso Science Institute (2019). 
Moreover, the Commission Chair is in talks 
with Professor Carlos Silva Nunes, Chair of the 
IGU Commission on the Geography of 
Governance, to explore the possibility of 
holding a joint meeting.   

4. Publications 

 The Commission published an edited book 
as noted in the citation below presenting a wide 
variety of research on how GIS and planning in 
applied geography is policy relevant. 

 Lombard, John R., Stern, Eliahu, & Clarke, 
Graham. (2017). Applied spatial modelling and 
planning.Abingdon, Oxon; New York, NY: 
Routledge. 

 Commission members Nik Lomax 
(University of Leeds), Jon Corcoran (University 
Queensland) and John Lombard (Old Dominion 
University) are in discussions to edit a special 
issue of the journal Applied Spatial Analysis 
and Planning, with the running title 
‗Contemporary Applications in Spatially 
Integrated Social Science‘ in 2019 featuring 
select research from the 2017 and 2018 Applied 
Geography Commission meetings.  
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C16.02 Commission on Biogeography and Biodiversity 2018 

1. Members and Participants 

1.1 Membership  

The following colleagues had been appointed as 
steering committee members of the IGU 
Commission on Biogeography and Biodiversity 
for the period 2016-2020: 

Steering Committee Members 

Prof. Dr. Suraj Mal (Chair) 
Department of Geography, Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh College University of Delhi, India. 
Email: surajdse@gmail.com. Department of 
Geography, University of Hamburg, Bundesstr. 
55, 20146 Hamburg, Germany. Ph.: +49 
1758230931 

Prof. Dr. Udo Schickhoff (Vice-Chair) 
Department of Geography, University of 
Hamburg, Bundesstr. 55, 20146 Hamburg, 
Germany, Ph.: +49 428384911, Email: 
udo.schickhoff@uni-hamburg.de. 

Prof. Dr. Kazuharu Mizuno 
Department of Geography, Graduate School of 
Letters, Kyoto University, Japan, Ph. Email: 
mizuno.kazuharu.7n@kyoto-u.ac.jp. 

Prof. Dr. Zerihun Woldu 
Department of Plant Biology and Biodiversity 
Management, Director of Research of Addis 
Ababa University, College of Natural Sciences, 
Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia.Email: 
zerihun_woldu@yahoo.com. 

Prof. Dr. Ram Prasad Chaudhary 
Emeritus Professor, Tribhuvan University, 
Kirtipur (TU), Kathmandu, Nepal. Coordinator, 
MAB Committee, Nepal National Commission 
for UNESCO. Email: am@cdbtu.wlink.com.np 

Prof. Dr. John Sinclair 
Natural Resources Institute, University of 
Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, Ph. 
Email: john.sinclair@umanitoba.ca. 

Dr. Harald Pauli 
Head of the GLORIA coordination; Austrian 
Academy of Sciences, Institute for 
Interdisciplinary Mountain Research & 
University of Natural Resources and Life 
Sciences, Vienna (BOKU), Center for Global 
Change and Sustainability, Vienna, Austria. 
Email: harald.pauli@oeaw.ac.at. 

Prof. Dr. Meral Avci 
Letters Faculty, Department of Geography, 
Istanbul University, Laleli/İstanbul-Turkey. E-
mail: mavci@istanbul.edu.tr. 

Prof. Dr. Monica Dumitrascu 
Institute of Geography, Romanian Academy 12, 
Dimitrie Racovita, sect. 2, Bucharest. Email: 
stefania_dumitrascu@yahoo.com. 

Prof. Dr. Arkady Tishkov 
Russian Academy of Sciences, Institute of 
Geography, Staromonetny per., 29, Moscow 
119017, Russia. E-mail: tishkov@biodat.ru. 

Prof. Dr. Guangjie Chen 
School of Tourism and Geography, Key 
Laboratory of Plateau Lake Ecology & Global 
Change, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, 
China, Tongxi 1 Building, 768 Juxian Street. 
Email: guangjiechen@gmail.com. 

Dr. Ana Sabogal 
Pontifical Catholic University of Peru | PUCP, 
Faculty of Liberal Arts and Humanities, Lima, 
Lima, Peru, Director Maestria Desarrollo 
Ambental, Coordinador Sección Geografía en 
Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Perú, E-
mail: asabogal@pucp.pe. 

Dr. Pankaj Kumar (Secretary) 
Department of Geography, Delhi School of 
Economics, University of Delhi, India. Email: 
pankajdsedu@gmail.com 
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2. Meetings 

2.1. Summary of meetings, themes and 
venues 

2.1.1. Meetings in the year 2017 

Details of the scientific meetings 
supported/participated by our commission 
(Biogeography and Biodiversity) have been 
provided in the annual report submitted last 
year.  

2.1.2. Meetings in the year 2018 

2.1.2.1. XI International Geographical Union 
(IGU), Guwahati, India (February 8-10, 2018) 
The 29th North East India Geographical Society 
(NEIGS) Biennial Conference cum XI 
International Geographical Union (IGU) 
Seminar was jointly organized and hosted by 
the Department of Geography, B. Borooah 
College, Guwahati on February 8-10, 2018. The 
focal theme of the seminar was Environment 
and Sustainable Livelihood. The seminar was 
attended by around 750 participants from more 
than ten countries representing more than 110 
institutions. A total of 53 technical sessions, 
four plenary sessions, 3 panel discussions and a 
key note lecture was delivered during the 
seminar. A poster award ―Dr Manju Singh 
young scientist poster award for young 
geographers‖ was also initiated under the aegis 
of IGU task force for young and early career 
geographers. The conference was also 
supported by SERB-DST, Government of 
India; ICSSR (Delhi and Shillong); ISRO, 
Government of India; NESAC; ASTEC; INSA 
etc. Following IGU commissions collaborated 
in this conference: 1.Commission on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity 2.Commission 
on Geo-heritage 3. Commission on Land 
Use/Land Cover Change 4.Commission on 
Geography of Governance 5.Commission on 
Local and Regional Development 6. 
Commission on Agricultural Geography and 
Land Engineering. 

2.1.2.2. IGU Thematic Conference. Practical 
Geography & XXI Century Challenges in 
Moscow, Russia (4th-6th June, 2018) 

This IGU conference was dedicated to the 
100th anniversary of the Institute of Geography 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS). 
The conference was attended by a some of the 
leading geographers of world representing 
variety of branches in Geography and nature 
conservation. Co-organisers of the conference 
were World Wild Fund (WWF), the Russian 
Geographical Society, Faculty of Geography, 
Lomonosov Moscow State University, and the 
RAS. Almost all the IGU commissions 
including Biogeography and Biodiversity 
participated in this grand scientific conference.   

2.1.2.3. IGU Regional Conference Quebec. 
Appreciating Difference, Canada (6th-10th 
August, 2018) The IGU Quebec, Canada was 
one of the main conferences organized every 
two years. This conference was jointly 
organized by the Canadian Association of 
Geographers (CAG) and the Université Laval. 
The main collaborators of the conference were 
CAG, National Council for Geographic 
Education, The Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society etc. The conference theme was 
Appreciating Difference, which focused on the 
way towards harmonious world. Our 
commission proposed three sessions in the 
conference viz. Response of Mountain 
Ecosystems to Climate Change, Conservation 
of Biodiversity and Recent Developments and 
Expansions in Biogeography.  

2.1.3. Meetings orgainized and going to be 
orgainized in the year 2019 

2.1.3.1. XII India IGU Conference on Climate 
Change, Natural Disasters and Sustainable 
Development in Panchkula, India (22th-24th 
February 2019) The XII IGU Conference on 
Climate Change, Natural Disasters and 
Sustainable Development was organized by the 
Post-Graduate College, Panchkula, India during 
22-24th February 2019. The conference aimed 
to explore changing climatic conditions and 
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associated natural disasters and looking for the 
potential sustainable development pathways. 
Following IGU commissions 
collaborated/participated in the conference.  

1. Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity 

2. Commission on Local and Regional 
Development 

3. Commission on Geo-Heritage 

4. Commission on Urban Health and Well-
being. 

5. Commission on Land Use/Land Cover 
Change 

6. Commission on Agricultural Geography 
and Land Engineering 

7. IGU Taskforce for Young and Early Career 
Geographer  

2.3.1.2.  IGU Thematic Conference on 
Transformation of Traditional Cultural 
Landscapes in Koper, Slovenia (24th-26th 
September, 2019) 

The IGU Thematic Conference on 
Transformation of Traditional Cultural 
Landscapes will be organised by the Research 
Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and 
Arts, the Association of Slovenian Geographers 
and the University of Primorska at Koper, 
Slovenia during 24th-26th, September 2019. The 
conference will be supported/participated by 
many IGU commission e.g. commissions on Land 
use and Land cover change, Biogeography and 
Biodiversity Local and Regional Development 
Mediterranean Basin, Land Degradation and 
Desertification.  

3. Networking 

During the 2017-18 period, the Commission on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity continued to 
cooperate with other IGU Commissions as well as 
with other international scientific groups. For 
instance, India XI IGU Commission Seminar on 

Environment and Sustainable Livelihood was 
jointly organized by the North East India 
Geographical Society (NEIGS) and the 
Department of Geography at B.Borooah College, 
Guwahati. Our commission along with many 
other IGU commissions and Commonwealth 
Geographical Bureau supported/collaborated in 
this event. The IGU Thematic Conference 2018 in 
Moscow, Russia (Practical Geography and XXI 
Century Challenges) was organized by the 
International Geographical Union (IGU) and 
hosted at the Institute of Geography of Russian 
Academy of Sciences (RAS), wherein almost all 
the commissions of IGU participated. The IGU 
Regional Conference 2018 (Appreciating 
Difference) in Quebec, Canada was jointly 
organized by the Canadian Association of 
Geographers and the Université Laval, where all 
IGU commissions participated. Moreover, the co-
organisation of these conferences led to the 
bilateral exchange of scientific ideas, learnings 
and possible solutions to the global and local 
problems. Besides, close institutional ties and 
scientific collaborations are among the other 
benefits.  

4. Publications  

 Climate Change, Extreme Events and 
Disaster Risk Reduction: Towards 
Sustainable Development Goals: This book 
has been recently published under the SDGs 
series edited by R.B Singh, S. Mal and M. 
Meadows.  

 Mal, S., Singh, R.B., Huggel, C. (eds.) 
(2018): Climate Change, Extreme Events 
and Disaster Risk Reduction: Towards 
Sustainable Development Goals. Springer 
International Publishing. XVII, 209 pp. 
ISBN: 978-3-319-56468-5 (Print) 978-3-
319-56469-2 (Online) 
http://www.springer.com/de/book/97833192
89755 

We are working on the volume dedicated 
particularly to the world mountains addressing 
changes in the landscapes of mountains caused 
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by climate and land use change by Udo 
Schickhoff, RB Singh and Suraj Mal (under 
preparation). 

5. Continuation 

The IGU Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity want to continue its successful 
work during the period 2018-2022. One of the 
prime objectives of the commission is to 
promote biogeographical teaching, research and 
scholarship and to contribute to the research and 
development in biogeography. We aim at 
particularly three aspects 1) Developments and 
Expansions in Biogeography, 2) Response of 
Mountain Ecosystems to Climate Change and 
3) Conservation of Biodiversity. The 
Commission meetings address various aspects 
of spatial, ecological and historical 
biogeography, and emphasize the societal 
relevance of biogeography. The themes of 
commission meetings are rather integrative, 
encompassing nature and culture, encompassing 
both ecological and socio-economic aspects of 
biogeography, indicating a distinct enthusiasm 
for interdisciplinary topics such as land use and 
land cover change, people, resources and 
sustainable development, political ecology or 
livelihood enhancement of local people. The 
Commission is an active advocate of the unity 
of geography, and fully endorses efforts into a 
holistic view of emerging research problems. A 
special focus of the Commission‘s work is 
promoting Biogeography research and 
development in developing countries. The 
Commission seeks to support this development 
by conducting annual meetings preferably in 
developing countries and, in general, by 
contributing to establish modern Biogeography 
in various parts of the globe as a discipline with 
important applications to critical problems of 
global change. We continue to work on our 
previous agenda and objectives, as follow 

Objectives for 2018-2022 

1. To continue to explore and exploit the diversity 
of Biogeography as a discipline within 
Geography, Biology and allied disciplines, 

thereby promoting biogeographical teaching, 
research and scholarship 

2. To organise fora for presentation and 
discussion (i) within the IGU structures (IGU 
Conference Panchkula, India 22th-24th 
February, 2019 and IGU Thematic 
Conference on Land Use and Land Cover 
Change, Biogeography and Biodiversity, 
Local and Regional Development, 
Mediterranean Basin, Land Degradation and 
Desertification in Koper, 24th-26th 
September, 2019), (ii) by group meetings 
with national geographical bodies, and (iii) to 
promote biogeographical research and 
scholarship by geographers within other 
international organisations such as the 
International Biogeography Society (IBS), the 
International Association for Vegetation 
Science (IAVS), and other ICSU/IUBS 
organisations 

3. Using our full members, we will organise 
joint meetings with the biogeography 
groups in India and Slovenia in the next 
years.  

4. Using our experiences of biogeography in 
developing countries, we will continue to 
hold joint meetings in those countries to 
further promote biogeography as an 
important discipline 

5. We will continue to publish proceedings of 
our meetings wherever possible.  

6. Website 

A new website of the Commission on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity has been 
constructed and is accessible under 
http://www.igubiogeography.com/index.html. 
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C16.03 Commission on Climatology 2018 

1. Members and Participants 

1.1 Membership  

CoC steering committee members: 
Jun Matsumoto (Chair) 
Department of Geography, Tokyo Metropolitan 
University 
Minami-Osawa 1-1, Hachioji-shi, 192-0397 
Tokyo, Japan 
ph: +81 42 677 2596, fax: +81 42 677 2589, e-
mail: jun@tmu.ac.jp 

Hadas Saaroni (Vice-Chair) 
Department of Geographyand the Human 
Environment, Porter School of the Environment 
and Earth Sciences, Tel Aviv University  
P.O.B 39040, Ramat Aviv, 69978 Tel Aviv, 
Israel  
ph: +972 36406470, fax: +972 3 6406243, e-
mail: Saaroni@post.tau.ac.il 

Secretary (administrative new member): 
Yoshihiro Iijima  
Graduate School of Bioresources, Mie 
University  
1577 Kurima-machiya-cho, Tsu, 514-8507 Mie, 
Japan 
ph: +81 59 231 9354, fax: +81 59 231 9634, e-
mail: yiijima@bio.mie-u.ac.jp  

Babatunde Joseph Abiodun 
Department of Environmental and 
Geographical Science, University of Cape 
Town 

Rondebosch, South Africa 
ph: +27 (0) 216505737, fax : +27 21 650 3456, 
e-mail: babiodun@csag.uct.ac.za 

Zahide Acar Deniz 
Department of Geography, Mart University 
Barbaros Mahallesi, 17100 Kepez 
Belediyesi/Çanakkale Merkez/Çanakkale, 
Turkey 

ph: +90 286 2180018 – 1798, e-mail: 
zdeniz@comu.edu.tr 

Guillaume Fortin 
Département d'histoire et de géographie 
Faculté des arts et des sciences sociales, 
Université de Moncton 
Moncton, Canada 
ph: +1 506 858 4364, e-mail: guillaume. 
fortin@umoncton.ca 

Francisco Mendonça Federal  University of 
Paraná, Dep Geografia Centro Politecnico, Jd. 
Américas  
81531-970 Curitiba Brasil 
ph : +55 41 3361 3458, e-mail: chico@ufpr.br 

Ana Monteiro  
Department of Geography, Porto University 
Via Panorâmica s/nº, 4150 Porto, Portugal 
ph: +351 919698402, e-mail: anamt@ 
letras.up.pt 

Roger S. Pulwarty  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and University of Colorado 
Climate Diagnostics Centre,  
325 Broadway, R/CDC1, Boulder Colorado 
80305, USA  
ph: +1 303 497 4425, e-mail: roger.pulwarty@ 
noaa.gov 

Jennifer Salmond 
Faculty of Science, School of Environment, 
University of Auckland  
23 Symonds Street Auckland Central New 
Zealand, 
ph: +64 9 923 8650, fax: +64 9 373 7434, e-
mail: j.salmond@auckland.ac.nz 

Agnieszka Wypych 
Department of Climatology, Jagiellonian 
University  
Gronostajowa 7, 30-387 Krakow, Poland  
ph: +48 12 6645325, fax: +48 126645385, e-
mail: agnieszka.wypych@uj.edu.pl 
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HONORARY MEMBERS: 

S. Gregory (U. K.), M. Domroes (Germany), L. 
Nkemdirim (Canada) and Z. Ustrnul (Poland). 

SENIOR MEMBERS: 

A. Douguedroit (France), R. Brazdil (Czech 
Republic), T. Mikami (Japan), A. Bitan (Israel), 
N. Tapper (Austraria: Since August 2018). 

Newsletters have been delivered to hundreds of 
climatologists by a mailing list (CLIMLIST) 
however it was decided to complete the list of 
corresponding members (everyone interested in 
cooperating in the frame of Commission). The 
data has still being collected and prepared. 

2. Meetings 

2.1. The meetings your commission 
organized in 2017–2018 with information on 
their locations, dates, and numbers of 
participants.  

Commission on Climatology has been operating 
for international research cooperation and 
studies on the field of climatology. It promotes 
individual and group research work, encourage 
the exchange of relevant documents and 
information. The main stream of activities in 
2017–2018 period was organizing our 
committee sessions in the 2018 IGU Regional 
Conference held at Quebec, Canada as written 
below.  

2.2. IGU Regional Conference  

2018 IGU Regional Conference was held in 
Quebec City, 6–10 August, 2018. In this 
conference, the following four CoC organized 
sessions and one open session was held in 1.5 
days. The number of talks are shown in each 
session is shown in parentheses. Participants 
were 20–40 on 7 August, and 10–20 on 8 
August. 

7 August: 

C3-SP2. Natural Hazards and Climate (8) 

C3-SP1. Climate Change: Recent Trends in the 
Americas (5) 

C3-SP6. Weather and Climate Extremes: 
Increasing (In)security in a Changing World (2) 

8 August: 

C3-SP7. Natural Hazards, Extreme Weather and 
their Impacts: Memorial Session of Late Prof. 
Masatoshi Yoshino (5) 

C3-SP100. Climatology OPEN SESSION (2) 

Posters:  

2.3. The 34th IGC 2020 in Istanbul.  

The 34th IGC will be held in Istanbul/Turkey 
(17 to 21 August 2020). One of the main topics 
of the congress is climate change. Therefore, 
stronger contribution to that conference will be 
anticipated. Our commission is thought to open 
multiple sessions at this conference, although 
minute has not been decided yet. We will try to 
organize number of fascinating sessions which 
will be discussed among our commission 
members in 2019.  

3. Networking  

3.1. Ways your commission has collaborated 
with other IGU Commissions and Task 
Forces during 2018.  

3.2. Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter- and multi 
disciplinary groups in 2017-2018.  

IPCC (Intergovermental Panel on Climate 
Cghange) request on nominees for the next 6th 
Assessment Report was delivered among the 
former and current steering committee 
members. 

As a result, IGU recommended to nominate 
Professor Alexander Polonsky of Scientific 
Head of Institute and Head of Center of 
Oceanography and Climate, Institute of 
Natural-Technical Systems of Russian 



- 306 -

 303 

Academy of Sciences, Russian Federation as an 
expert reviewer for WG1. 

4. Publications  

4.1 Newsletters, special journal issues, and 
books published in 2017 

It was decided that the best way for 
disseminating information was the electronic 
one, even in developing countries where, if 
colleagues do not own private computers, all 
the universitieshave awebsite. Hard copy 
mailing was stopped. The existing lists as 

CLIMLIST is used to send around 
theNewsletters. We can be sure that the CoC 
Newsletters are provided to a great number of 
geographyclimatologists.  

4.2. The URL of the commission‘s web site.  

CoC website: http://www.klimat.geo.uj.edu 
.pl/CoC.htm 

5. Archival Contributions 

All newsletters (since 2005) are available at the 
website



- 307 -

 304 

C16.04 Commission on Coastal Systems 2018 

1. Membership 

The Officers and Steering Committee of the 
Commission on Coastal Systems haveconsisted 
of the following members during the reporting 
period: 

1.1.  Steering committee members 

Prof. Colin Woodroffe (Président) 
School of Earth Atmospheric and Life Sciences, 
University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 
2522,AUSTRALIA 
colin@uow.edu.au 
 

Dr. Margarita Stancheva (Secretary) 
Center for Coastal and Marine Studies 
(CCMS) 
9000 Varna 
33 Podvis str., A, floor 5, 75 
BULGARIA 
stancheva@ccms.bg 

Prof. Edward J. Anthony (past Chair) 
Université de Provence, 
CEREGE, UMR CNRS 6635, 
Europôle Méditerranéen de l‘Arbois, 
13545 Aix en Provence Cedex 4, 
FRANCE 
anthony@cerege.fr 

Prof. Françoise Breton 
Director 
ARCTIC Research Center 
Edifici C - Torre C5, 4a planta 
E-08193 Bellaterra (Barcelona) 
SPAIN 
Francoise.Breton@uab.cat 

Dr. David R. Green 
Centre for Marine and Coastal Zone 
Management 
Department of Geography and Environment 
College of Physical Sciences 
University of Aberdeen, 
AB24 3UF, Scotland 

UNITED KINGDOM 
d.r.green@abdn.ac.uk 

Prof. Paolo Ciavola, 
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra, 
Università di Ferrara, 
Via Saragat 1, 
44100 Ferrara, 
ITALY 
cvp@unife.it 

Dr. Abdelmounim El M‘rini 
Department of Earth Sciences 
Abdelmalek Essaâdi University 
P.O. Box 2121 
Tetouan, Tetouan 
MOROCCO 
aelmrini@gmail.com 

Dr. Raoul Laïbi 
Department of Earth Sciences 
Université d‘Abomey-Calavi 
Abomey-Calavi 
BENIN 
raoulaibi@yahoo.fr 

Dr. Jeffrey Ollerhead 
Mt. Allison University 
65 York Street 
Sackville, New Brunswick 
CANADA E4L 1E4 
jollerhead@mta.ca 

Prof. Norbert P. Psuty (co-editor Newsletter) 
74 Magruder Road 
Instiute of Marine and Coastal Sciences 
Rutgers University 
Highlands NJ 07732 , 
U.S.A. 
psuty@marine.rutgers.edu 

Prof. Paul Rooney 
Department of Geography and Environmental 
Science 
Liverpool Hope University 
Liverpool L169JD 
United Kingdom 
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rooneyp@hope.ac.uk 

Profa. Dra. Marinez Scherer 
Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina 
Centro de Filosofia e Ciências Humanas 
Departamento de Geociências 
Campus Universitário - Trindade 

Florianópolis, SC - 88040-970 
BRASIL 
marinezscherer@gmail.com 

Dr. Toru Tamura 
Geological Survey of Japan, AIST 
Central 7, 1-1-1 Higashi, 
Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8567, 
JAPAN 
toru.tamura@aist.go.jp 

Prof. Troels Aagaard {stepped down in 2017} 
Institute of Geography and Geology 
University of Copenhagen 
DK-1350 Copenhagen K 
DENMARK 
taa@geo.ku.dk 

Prof. Douglas J. Sherman {stepped down in 
2018} Department of Geography University of 
Alabama Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35487 U.S.A. 
douglas.j.sherman@ua.edu 

Prof. Dr. Andreas Vött {stepped down in 2017} 
Natural Hazard Research and Geoarchaeology, 
Institute for Geography 
Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 
Johann-Joachim-Becher-Weg 21 
D - 55099 Mainz, GERMANY 
voett@uni-mainz.de 

2. Meetings 

The following meetings were organised, or 
sponsored, by the Commission on Coastal 
Systems in the period 2017-2018, with 
summary information on their locations, dates, 
and numbers of participants. 

2.1. APRIL 23-28, 2017, VIENNA, AUSTRIA, 
EUROPEAN GEOSCIENCES UNION 
(EGU) 

CCS sponsored and convened session GM12.5 
Coastal Morphodynamics: Nearshore,Beach 
and Dunes. This session was organized by 
Irene Delgado-Fernandez (UK), DerekJackson 
(UK) and Emilia Guisado-Pintado (Spain). The 
session comprised solicited talks by two 
internationally-renowned coastal scientists; 
Professor Chris Houser (Canada) and Professor 
Troels Aagaard (Denmark), and contributions 
from coastal scientists interested in the 
measurement and modelling of coastal 
processes and geomorphological responses 
across the three sub-units of sandy coastlines 
(nearshore, beach and dunes). 

CCS has sponsored and convened session 
GM12.6 Coastal Zone Geomorphological 
Interactions: Natural Versus Human -
Induced Driving Factors for the seventh year 
insuccession. The session was organized by 
Margarita Stancheva (Bulgaria), Andreas Baas 
(UK), Giorgio Anfuso (Spain), Hannes 
Tonnison (Estonia) and Guillaume Brunier 
(France). The session comprised a set of 6 oral 
presentations and 18 posters focusing on a 
range of coastal issues spanning different 
coastal regions around the world. A solicited 
talk was given by Professor Robert Young 
(USA), Director of the Program for the Study of 
Developed Shorelines (PSDS), focused on the 
history and impacts of beach nourishment in the 
USA and had a huge interest among 
participants. 

2.2. APRIL 08-13, 2018, VIENNA, AUSTRIA, 
EUROPEAN GEOSCIENCES UNION 
(EGU) 

In 2018, CCS also convened similar sessions at 
EGU. On this occasion GM11.3 Coastal 
Morphodynamics: Nearshore, Beach and 
Dunes was also convened by Irene Delgado-
Fernandez (UK), Derek Jackson (UK) and Emilia 
Guisado-Pintado (Spain). Solicited talks were 
presented by two internationally-renowned coastal 
scientists; Dr Nadia Senechal (Université de 
Bordeaux) and Professor Andrew Cooper (Ulster 
University). Over 50 abstracts from 14 different 
countries were submitted to the session this year, 
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doubling the number in 2017, further 
consolidating the Coastal Morphodynamics 
session as one of the most popular sessions in the 
Geomorphology programme at the EGU. Key 
papers from coastal morphodynamics sessions at 
EGU are published in a special issue of 
EarthSurface Processes and Landforms. The 
session GM11.4 Coastal Zone Geomorphologic 
Interactions: Natural versusHuman-Induced 
Driving Factors was held for the tenth time at the 
EGU and sponsored byCCS for the eighth year of 
succession, which has proven this session as one 
of the most sustainable EGU geomorphology 
sessions. The session was organized by Margarita 
Stancheva (Bulgaria), Andreas Baas (UK), 
Giorgio Anfuso (Spain), Hannes Tonnison 
(Estonia) and Guillaume Brunier (France). It was 
held with 23 high quality abstract submissions 
from 17 different countries worldwide and was 
divided into an oral session of 6 talks and a poster 
session with 17 poster presentations. The session 
topics included predictions of shoreline change 
and discussion of the effects of human activities 
and their continuing contribution to coastal 
changes. Human impact on coastal evolution was 
discussed regarding short time scales (annual and 
decadal), but also long term (millennial scale). 

2.3. SEPTEMBER 3-6, 2018. ECSA 57: 
CHANGING ESTUARIES, COASTS 
AND SHELF SYSTEMS - DIVERSE 
THREATS AND OPPORTUNITIES, 
PERTH, AUSTRALIA 

The Estuarine and Coastal Sciences Association 
held its 57th conference in Perth, Australia. The 
Commission on Coastal Systems sponsored a 
session on Similarities, stressors 
andsustainability of southern hemisphere 
estuaries on wave-dominated coasts, convened 
byKerrylee Rogers, Debora Freitas, Janine 
Adams and Colin Woodroffe. Ten oral 
presentations covering Brazil, South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand were presented, 
together with several posters. A special issue of 
Estuarine Coastal and Shelf Science emanating 
from this session is being compiled. 

2.4. OCTOBER 04 - 05, 2018, COASTAL 
HAZARDS IN AFRICA, TETOUAN, 
MOROCCO 

CCS was particularly pleased to have 
inaugurated a meeting in north Africa that 
focused on coastal hazards in Africa. The 
meeting was intended to bring together 
scientists and managers interested in African 
coastal areas in order to draw up an assessment 
of the state of coastal zones, identify the main 
risks to which they are exposed, discuss the 
measures taken to confront these risks, and 
propose measures to be taken to better manage 
them, recognising that many coastal cities in 
Africa are particularly vulnerable. Organised by 
Abdelmounim El M‘rini, Driss Nachite, 
Mohamed Maanan and Edwards Anthony, a 
special issue of Journal ofAfrican Earth 
Sciences is being compiled. 

3. Networking 

The CCS has maintained networking and 
communication through its Newsletter, 
published twice a year, as well as through 
special sessions at meetings. 

a. The CCS has not undertaken collaborations 
with other IGU Commissions in the period 
2017-2018, but did collaborate with COMB 
at their annual meeting in 2016. 

b. The CCS has collaborated with IGCP Project 
639 ‗Sea-level change from Minutes to 
Millennia‘ with whom it co-sponsored a 
session at EGU. 

c. The CCS has not undertaken cooperative 
efforts with the newly amalgamated ISC 
(International Science Council) 

4. Publications 

a.  Newsletters, special journal issues, and 
books published or anticipated during 
the2017-2018 period (provide complete 
citations for all publications). 

Two Newsletters have been published each 
year; numbers 76 and 77 in 2017 and 78 and 79 
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in 2018. The next Newsletter will appear in 
January 2019. 

The following special issues are in production 

Coastal Morphodynamics – Earth Surface 
Processes and Landforms 

Estuaries and Coasts of the Southern 
Hemisphere – Estuarine Coastal and Shelf 
Science 

Coastal Hazards in Africa - Journal of African 
Earth Sciences 

b. Archival Contributions 

Copies of Newsletters are archived with IGU 
and available on our CCS website. 

5. URL of the Commission website.  

http://www.igu-ccs.org/ 
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C16.05 Commission on Cold and High Altitude Regions 2018

  

1. Members and Participants 

1.1 Membership  

The structure of the IGU-CHAR current steering committee, including all names and contact details. 

Steering 
Committee 

Full name Gender Country Insitution Emaill address Since 

Chairperson Tatiana 
Vlasova 

F Russia Institute of Geography, 
Russian Academy of 
Science 

tatiana.vlsv@gmail.com 2004 

Vice-Chair Marie-Jeanne 
Royer 

F UK Department of 
Geography & Earth 
Sciences, Aberystwyth 
University, 
Aberystwyth SY23 
3DB UK 

royer_marie_jeanne@yahoo.com  2015 

Steering 
committee 
member 1 

Christian 
Schlüchter 

M Switzerland Institut für Geologie, 
Universität Bern, 
Switzerland 

christian.schluechter@geo.unibe.c
h   

Steering 
committee 
member 2 

Wieslaw Ziaja M Poland  Institute of Geography 
and Spatial 
Management of the 
Jagiellonian University, 
Krakow, Poland 

wieslaw.ziaja@uj.edu.pl   

Steering 
committee 
member 3 

Prakash 
Chandra 
Tiwari 

M India Department of 
Geography, Kumaon 
University, India 

pctiwari@yahoo.com    

Steering 
committee 
member 4 (to 
be confirmed) 

Andrey Petrov M USA Department of 
Geography, University 
of Northern Iowa, 
Cedar Falls IA USA 

andrey.petrov@uni.edu  2016 

Steering 
committee 
member 5 

Dana Micu  F Romania  Institute of Geography 
of the Romanian 
Academy 

micudanamagdalena@gmail.com 2016 

Steering 
Committee 
member 6 

David William 
Hedding  

M  South 
Africa  

Depertment of 
Geography, University 
of South Africa 

heddidw@unisa.ac.za  2016 

Steering 
committee 
member 7 

Sophie Hou F France Ecole Normale 
Supérieure de Lyon, 
Lyon, France 

sophie.hou.cr@gmail.com  2016 

Steering 
committee 
member 8 

Gail Fondahl  F  Canada University of Northern 
British 
Columbia,Canada 
 

gail.fondahl@unbc.ca 2017  

Steering 
committee 
member 9 

Beatrice 
Collignon  

F   France The National Center for 
Scientific Research 
(CNRS), France  

beatrice.collignon@cnrs.fr    

Note: maximum steering committee size should not normally exceed 11 members 
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Honorary Members Full name Gender Country Insitution Emaill address Since 

Honorary member 1 Nancy 
Doubleday  

F Canada Department 
of 
Philosophy, 
McMaster 
University, 
Canada  

doublen@mcmaster.ca, 
ncdday@gmail.com 2004 

Honorary member 2 Dario 
Trombotto 

M Argentina Ianigla - 
CCT 
Mendoza – 
Conicet.  
Casilla de 
Correo 330   
5500 
Mendoza, 
Argentina 

dtrombot@lab.cricyt.edu.ar 2004 

Honorary member 3 Nikolay I. 
Shiklomanov 

M USA Department 
of 
Geography, 
George 
Washington 
University 
1922 F St. 
NW 
Washington, 
DC 20052 
USA 

shiklom@gwu.edu 2004 

Honorary member 4 Jef 
Vandenberghe 
   

 M Netherlands    Dept. Of 
Earth 
Sciences 
  VU 
University 
De 
Boelelaan 
Amsterdam. 
The 
Netherlands 

jef.vandenberghe@vu.nl    

 

The counts of IGU-CHAR corresponding 
members by country. CHAR-IGU 2017-2018 
Corresponding Members-Total by Country  

Argentina 22 
Australia  2 
Austria 1 
Bangladesh 1 
Britain 19 
Canada 20 

China 

4 
 
 

Estonia 1 
Finland  1 
France  6 

 
 
Germany 37 
Georgia 1 
Hungary 6 
India 3 
Ireland 1 
Israel 1 
Italy 2 
Japan 5 
Mongolia 1 
New Zealand 11 
Norway 11 
Poland  4 
Portugal 4 
Romania 6 
Russia 17 
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South Africa 3 
Spain  1 
Sweden 9 
Switzerland 19 
The Netherlands 6 
Ukraine 1 
U.S.A. 16 
Total 242 
 

2. Meetings 

2.1 Major Events 

Main meetings IGU-CHAR commission 
organized were connected with two IGU 
Conferences, Thematic IGU Conference 
―Practical Geography and Challenges of the 
21st Century" held on 4-6 June 2018 in Russia, 
Moscow, dedicated to the Centennial of the 
Institute of Geography of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences (http://100igras.ru/en /) and the 
IGU Regional Conference ―Appreciating 
Difference‖ held in Quebec, Canada on 6-8 
August 2018 (http://igu2018.ulaval.ca/program-
activities-photos/theme-and-goals). 

Our commission session theme during the IGU 
Thematic Conference was ―Cold & High 
Altitude Regions challenges and solutions for 
achieving sustainability‖. It was prepared with 
the help from our several Steering Committee 
(SC) and Corresponding members (CM). More 
than 30 presentations were selected and 
published in the book PRACTICAL 
GEOGRAPHY AND XXI CENTURY 
CHALLENGES. International Geographical 
Union Thematic Conference Part 1., Vol.1. 
Institute of Geography, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Moscow: - 2018. 
DOI:10.15356/IGRAS100CONF_V1. The 
IGU-CHAR chair also contributed to the work 
of the Programme committee of the Conference 
and Andrey Petrov (USA representative to the 
IGU-CHAR SC) made the presentation at the 
Opening ceremony. His presentation was 
devoted to the benefits of IGU-CHAR 
cooperation with the International Arctic Social 

Science Association (IASSA), the observer to 
the Arctic Council. 

The role of scientific investigations, especially 
international and interdisciplinary ones, in 
achieving sustainability and resilience in the 
Arctic, Antarctic and High Altitude Regions 
experiencing rapid social, ecological and 
geopolitical changes and transformation, were 
discussed at this thematic conference during the 
IGU-CHAR commission session. Discussion on 
the ways of bringing scientific results, including 
methods of local people participation in both 
biophysical and social sciences research, to the 
public and decision-makers for planning of a 
sustainable future was particularly valuable. 
Many reporters underlined that sustainability 
and resilience of complex socio-ecological 
systems is becoming a primary focus of 
different branches of geographical science from 
geotectonic to geopolitical science from diverse 
lenses and at different geographical scales - 
global, pan-arctic, national, regional, 
community, ecosystem and landscape. In 
reality, the consensus between different 
branches of sciences and stakeholders is 
achievable through activities such as the 
implementation of Environment Impact 
Assessments with public hearings, strategic 
planning with local residents participation, as 
well as long-term sustainability monitoring of 
key issues and the definition of sustainability 
indicators. It was underlined that monitoring 
sustainability and resilience of integrated socio-
ecological systems through indicators serves 
several goals: (1) It focuses on interactions 
between social and ecological domains, built 
environments and resilient socio-ecological 
systems; (2) it increases learning and 
knowledge capacities of local communities and 
their ability to shape change; (3) will help to 
plan for a sustainable future. 

Participants from Canada, Russia, USA, 
Poland, France both social and physical 
geographers participated in these two sessions. 
They pointed attention on aspects of the role of 
diversity (biodiversity, cultural, social, 
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economic diversification, mixed economies, 
multi-scaled governance, etc) in promoting 
sustainability in the Arctic. It was agreed that 
recognizing difference and diversity of the 
integrated socio-ecological systems in the 
extreme environments of the Arctic is of 
specific importance. Successful examples of 
building diversity were provided and discussed. 

In the opening Tatiana Vlasova‘s Chair 
presentation ―IGU-CHAR commission role in 
diversity of scientific international initiatives 
for achieving Arctic sustainability‖ it was 
shown that the IGU-CHAR commission is 
deeply involved in Arctic research and 
education. The merging of International 
Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) and the 
International Social Science Council (ISSC) to 
create the International Science Council (ISC) 
especially needs interdisciplinary geographical 
approaches demolishing the walls between 
natural and social sciences. Moreover 
geographers from IGU-CHAR could really help 
the ISC in tackling pan-arctic and global 
problems. In cooperation with diverse Arctic 
international scientific organizations such as the 
International Arctic Science Committee 
(IASC), working with the International Arctic 
Social Science Association (IASSA) and the 
University of the Arctic (UA) committed to 
higher education and research in the Arctic, 
IGU-CHAR plays one of key roles in building 
sustainable and resilient Arctic socio-ecological 
systems. The role of the IGU-CHAR in the 
diversity of the Arctic Scientific organizations 
for effective implementation of the International 
Arctic Science Agreement was underlined in 
her presentation. 

During this regional conference special 
attention was attracted to presentations of IGU-
CHAR CM Antonina Savvinova and Viktoriya 
Filippova and Vyacheslav Shadrin from the 
Siberian Branch of Russian Academy of 
Sciences) in co-author with IGU-CHAR SC 
Canadian member Gail Fondahl (University of 
Northern British Columbia, Canada) devoted to 
using Arctic Social Indicators for ―Ethnological 

Expertise‖ Assessments in Siberia (the Case of 
the Sakha Republic). Also a lot of discussion 
was initiated by the presentation of Canadian-
Russian team devoted to cartographic approach 
to decreasing territorial conflicts between 
indigenous peoples and industry in Southern 
Yakutia. 

IGU-CHAR commission representatives 
actively participated in the sessions of the 
Canadian Association of Geographers 
Indigenous peoples working group organized 
by Gail Fondahl. The session participants 
discussed the issues of the indigenous 
governance of natural resources, community-
based monitoring of extractive industries, 
indigenous well-being. 

The Chair of the IGU-CHAR, during the 
conference participated in two meetings of 
Chairs with the IGU Executive Committee. 
Especially the initiative for Sustainable 
Development goals mapping, proposed by the 
IGU Secretary General R.B. Singh, was 
discussed and strongly supported by the IGU-
CHAR commission. 

2.2 IGU-CHAR Commission proposed 
future meetings and their organization: 

 2019 Thematic Conference, 
TRANSFORMATION OF 
TRADITIONAL CULTURAL 
LANDSCAPES, Koper, Slovenia on 
September 24-26 2019. 

 2019 Annual Arctic Frost meeting and 
Early Career Scientists workshop, USA, 
October 2019. 

 34th INTERNATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHICAL CONGRESS, 17-21 
August, 2020, ISTANBUL; 

 The International Congress of Arctic Social 
Sciences in 2020, Archangelsk, Russia, 
May-June 2020. 
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3. Networking 

One of the IGU-CHAR Commission priorities 
is to provide institutional and intellectual 
support for interdisciplinary, international 
connectivities through active cooperation with 
professional associations belonging to Arctic 
Council observers, such as International Arctic 
Social Science Association (IASSA)., 
International Arctic Science Committee 
(IASC), University of the Arctic, Association of 
Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS). 
Mechanisms of network cooperation include 
cooperative agreements, co-organized 
conferences and shared networks. 

USA, IGU-CHAR SC member is the president 
of IASSA and the IGU-CHAR Chair is the 
Councilor of IASSA. IGU-CHAR works 
closely with IASC and its Working Groups to 
foster interdisciplinary collaboration among 
Arctic countries. IGU-CHAR SC member- Gail 
Fondahl is a chaired Social and Human 
Sciences Working Group of IASC in 2017-
2018 and Andrey Petrov is serving as its Vice-
Chair now, providing a strong link to that 
organization. IGU-CHAR also supports the 
IASC International Science Initiative in the 
Russian Arctic (ISIRA) and other similar 
programs to stimulate international cooperation 
between Arctic States.  

In 2018 IGU-CHAR, IASSA, and IASC were 
partners in organizing a number of sessions at 
POLAR 2018 Conference in Davos, 
Switzerland on 16–26 June 2018. Three 
members of the IGU-CHAR SC – Andrey 
Petrov, Weislav Zaiya and Tatiana Vlasova 
actively participated in the organization of 
Arctic Science Summit Week during POLAR 
2018. The session titled ―Current and future 
change, sustainability and resilience in the Polar 
Regions‖, was co-leaded by the IGU-CHAR 
commission and gathered a lot of interesting 
papers (including W. Ziaja paper ―New Arctic 
Straits and Islands and their Potential Influence 
on Human Activity‖) which are now 
recommended to be published in a special issue 
journals. 

Taking into account the integrative role of 
Geography, especially IGU-CHAR commission 
in sustainability research and in building 
resilient Arctic socially-ecological systems, it is 
especially needed to say about Gail Fondahl 
role as a member of the Arctic Challenges for 
Sustainability (ArCS) International Advisory 
Board from 2017 to present. Also it is valuable 
to note the Muci D. involvement as consultant 
climatologist in IPPC under two IPCC emission 
scenarios – RCP4.5 and RCP8.5 especially in a 
Siberian area with a subarctic continental 
climate and the associated environmental 
threats and societal challenges for Yakutsk City. 
These results have been disseminated during the 
Barcelona Resilience Week. Towards 
sustainable and resilient cities (November 12-
16, 2018). 

It is important to list other numerous polar 
organizations with which IGU-CHAR is 
continuing and establishing collaboration. 
Among them are International Permafrost 
Association, American Geophysical Union, 
American Association of Geographers and 
many other.  

 4. Publications 

 Hedding, D.W., Brook, M.S., Winkler, S., 
2018: Old landscapes, new eyes: revisiting 
geomorphological research in the Southern 
Alps of New Zealand, New Zealand 
Geographer, 74, 109-112. 

 Rudolph, E.M., Meiklejohn, K.I., Hansen, 
C.D., Hedding, D.W. and Nel, W., 2018: 
Observations of rock glaciers in the 
Jutulsessen, Dronning Maud Land, East 
Antarctica, Polish Polar Research, 39(1), 1-
17.  

 Stowe, M-J., Hedding, D.W., Eckardt, F. 
and Nel, W., 2018: High frequency 
monitoring of stream water 
physicochemistry on sub-Antarctic Marion 
Island, WaterSA, 44(2), 283-289. 

 Stowe, M-J., Harris, C., Hedding, D.W., 
Eckardt, F. and Nel, W. 2018: Hydrogen 
and oxygen isotope composition of 
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precipitation and stream water on sub-
Antarctic Marion Island, Antarctic Science, 
30(2), 83-92.  

 Tysiachniouk, M., Petrov, A.,Kuklina, V., 
andKrasnoshtanova, N. 2018. Between 
Soviet Legacy and Corporate Social 
Responsibility: Emerging Benefit Sharing 
Frameworks in the Irkutsk Oil Region, 
Russia. Sustainability. 10, 3334 

 Petrov, A. et al. 2018. Measuring Impacts: 
A Review of Frameworks, Methodologies 
and Indicators for Assessing Socio-
Economic Impacts of Resource Activity in 
the Arctic. In Southcott, C. (ed.) Resources 
and Sustainable Development in the Arctic. 
Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press. 
(in press) 

 Petrov, A. 2018. Re-Tracing Development 
Paths: Exploring the Origins and Nature of 
the 20th Century‘s Northern Development 
Paradigms in Russia and Canada. Arctic 
Yearbook 2018. 

 Vlasova T., Petrov A., and Volkov S. 
2018. Geography in the International 
Scientific Cooperation for Achieving 
Sustainability in the Arctic. Geography, 
Environment, Sustainability, No. 4. (in 
press) 

 Petrov, A. 2018. Inuvialuit Social 
Indicators: Applying Arctic Social 
Indicators Framework to Study Well-Being 
in the Inuvialuit Communities. Northern 
Review. 47, 167-185  

 Petrov, A., Zbeed, S.* and Cavin, P.* 2018. 
Arctic Knowledge Economy: Geographical 
Aspects of Knowledge and Technology 
Production in the Arctic. Arctic and North. 
30. [English and Russian versions]  

 Tyasiachniouk, M. and Petrov, A. 2018. 
Benefit Sharing in the Arctic Energy 
Sector: Perspectives on Corporate Policies 
and Practices in Northern Russia and 
Alaska. Energy Research and Social 
Science, 39, 92-34 

 Everard, M., Gupta, N., Christopher, A.S., 
Tiwari, P.C., Joshi, B., Kataria, G., Kumar, 

S. (2018), Assessing Livelihood-Ecosystem 
Interdependencies and Natural Resource 
Governance in Indian Villages in the 
Middle Himalayas; Regional 
Environmental Change, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10113-018-1391-x, 
pp 1–13 

 Everard, M., Gupta, N., Chapagain, P. S., 
Shrestha, B. B., Preston, G. and Tiwari, P. 
C. (2018), Can Control of Invasive 
Vegetation Improve Water and Rural 
Livelihood Security in Nepal?, Ecosystem 
Services 32 (2018) 125–133 

 Heath, L., Tiwari, P., Sadhukhan, B., 
Tiwari, S., Joshi, B., Ailikun, Yan, J. 
(2018). Using a participatory-based toolkit 
to build resilience and adaptive capacity to 
climate change impacts in rural India: A 
new paradigm shift for rural communities 
in the Himalaya. APN Science 
Bulletin, 8(1). doi:10.30852/sb.2018.292 

 Tiwari, P. C.; Tiwari, A and Joshi, B. 
(2018), Urban Growth in Himalaya: 
Understanding the Process and Options for 
Sustainable Development, Journal of 
Urban and Regional Studies on 
Contemporary India 4(2): 15–27 (2018); 
The Center for Contemporary India 
Studies, Hiroshima University, Hiroshima, 
Japan (http://home.hiroshima-
u.ac.jp/hindas/index.html) 

 Ziaja W., Ostafin K., 2018, Origin and 
location of new Arctic islands and straits 
due to glacial recession, AMBIO, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-018-1041-z, 
10 pages 

 Sulikowska A., Wypych A., Mitka K., 
Maciejowski W., Ostafin K., Ziaja W., 
2018, Summer weather conditions in 2005 
and 2016 on the western and eastern coasts 
of south Spitsbergen, Polish Polar 
Research, 39(1):127-144, doi: 
10.24425/118741 

 Maciejowski W., Osyczka P., Smykla J., 
Ostafin K., Ziaja W., Krzewicka B., 2018, 
Diversity and distribution of lichens on 
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recently deglaciated areas of south-
easternSpitsbergen, Acta Societatis 
Botanicorum Poloniae, in print 

 Stebel A., Ochyra R., Konstantinova N.A., 
Ziaja W., Ostafin K., Maciejowski W., 
2018, Contribution to recognition of 
bryophytes succession on the polar areas 
under rapid deglaciation – case study of the 
southeastern Spitsbergen, Acta Societatis 
Botanicorum Poloniae, in print 

 Vlasova T.K., Petrov A., Volkov S. 2018. 
IGU-CHAR Commission Role in 
International Science Council and 
International Scientific Cooperation in the 
Arctic//PRACTICAL GEOGRAPHY AND 
XXI CENTURY CHALLENGES. 
International Geographical Union Thematic 
Conference dedicated to the Centennial of 
the Institute of Geography of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences. Part 1., Vol.1. 
Institute of Geography, Russian Academy 
of Sciences, Moscow: - 2018. рр.35-
37.DOI: 10.15356/IGRAS100CONF_V1. 
Это «Extended abstract”  

 Petrov A., Vlasova T., Volkov S., Kaplin 
N., Korkina V., Hirshberg D., Larsen J. 
(2018). Engaging Youth to Envision and 
Advance Sustainability in Arctic Russia// 
POLAR2018 SCAR/IASC OPEN 
SCIENCE CONFERENCE,19 – 23 June 
2018, Switzerland, Davos. Book of 
Abstracts, WSL Institute for Snow and 
Avalanche Research SLF., 2018, P. 667. 
ISBN 978-0-948277-54-2  

 Tatiana Vlasova, Andrey Petrov, et. all. 
2018. Monitoring Arctic Sustainability: 
Reinvigorating International Efforts to 
Develop Arctic Sustainability Indicators// 
POLAR2018 SCAR/IASC OPEN 
SCIENCE CONFERENCE,19 – 23 June 
2018, Switzerland, Davos.Book of 
Abstracts, WSL Institute for Snow and 
Avalanche Research SLF.,pp.101-102. 
Также опубликована в Интернет на 
Arctic Observing Summit. 2018. Statement. 
Davos, Switzerland, 2018. 

http://www.arcticobservingsummit.org/sites
/arcticobservingsummit.org/files/ID_014_2
018_AOS%202018%20Monitoring%20Arc
tic%20Sustainability.%20Vlasova%20Petro
v.%20doc.pdf 

 Vlasova T.K., Kaplin N.S., Volkov S.G. 
2018.Monitoring traditional subsistence 
socio-ecological systems sustainability in 
the Arctic: The case from Evenkia// IGU 
Thematic conference. Practical Geography 
and XXI Century Challenges. — 
Conference Book Vol.1. — Institute of 
Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Moscow, 2018, pp.70–
71. DOI: 10.15356/IGRAS100CONF_V1 

 Vlasova T., Kaplin N., Volkov S. 
Indigenous peoples' control over 
contemporary challenges of traditional 
subsistence socio-ecological systems 
sustainability: the case from the taiga zone 
of Siberia// Czech Polar Reports. CPR 
Special issue. ASSW-2017. (The Arctic 
Science Summit Week 2017 (ASSW). 
CzechRepublic, Prague, 2017, Vol.7, No. 2, 
pp. 290-299. http://www.sci.muni.cz/CPR/ 

 Vlasova T., Petrov A.,Volkov S. 
Geography in the International Scientific 
Cooperation for Achieving Sustainability in 
the Arctic. Geography, Environment, 
Sustainability. Moscow. 2018. (в печати). 
Журнал Scopus. 

 Tatiana Vlasova, Andrey Petrov, Sergey 
Volkov. Resilience and Sustainable 
Development approaches integration 
through long-term sustainability 
monitoring. Arctic Resilience Forum. 
Finland,How to build Arctic resilience- 
Sharing of good practices. Rovaniemi, 10.-
11 September 2018. Опубликована на 
сайте Группы по Устойчивому Развитию 
Арктического совета (SDWG). 
https://www.sdwg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/Session_1_Vlasov
a.pdf 
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C16.06 Commission on Cultural Approach in Geography 2018

1. Members and Participants 

1.1. Membership 

Louis DUPONT (CHAIR) 
Département de géographie, Sorbonne 
Université, Research Center ENEC (Space, 
Nature and Culture), Paris; 
Louis.Dupont@sorbonne-universite.fr, 
FRANCE 

Soumeya KHELFA (SECRETARY) 
Département de géographie, Sorbonne 
Université, Research Center ENEC (Space, 
Nature and Culture), Paris; 
khelfasoumeya@gmail.com, ALGERIA 

Salomé VINCENT (STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE)  
Ecole doctorale de géographie, Sorbonne 
Université, Research Center ENEC (Space, 
Nature and Culture), Paris; 
salomev@hotmail.fr, France 

Katherine AMEY 
Department of Geography, College of Arts and 
Sciences, Kent State University, Kent (Ohio); 
Kamey@Kent.edu, UNITED STATES 

Marc BROSSEAU 
Département de géographie, environnement et 
géomatique, Université d'Ottawa/Ottawa 
University, Ottawa (Ontario); 
mbrossea@uottawa.ca, CANADA 

Takeshi HAMANO 
Department of Human Relations, Kitakyushu 
University, Fukuoka-ken; estakhi@gmail.com, 
JAPAN 

Kamila KLINGOROVA 
Department of Social Geography and Regional 
Development, Charles University, Prague, ; 
kamila.klingorova@natur.cuni.cz, CZECHIA 

Je-Hun RYU 
Department of Geography, Korea National 
University of Education, Cheongju-si, Chung-

Buk (Republic of Korea); jhryu@knue.ac.kr, 
SOUTH KOREA  

Dolores SANCHEZ AGUILERA 
Departament de Geografia, Facultat de 
Geografia i Historia, Barcelona (Catalonia): 
dsanchez_aguilera@ub.edu, SPAIN 

Angelo SERPA 
Department of Geography, Université Fédérale 
de Bahia, angeloserpa@ufba.br, BRESIL 

Rana P.B. SINGH 
Department of Geography, Institute of Science, 
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi; 
ranapbs@gmail.com, INDIA 

Vladimir STRELETSKIY 
Institute of Geography, Russian Academy of 
Science, Moscow; vstreletski@mail.ru, 
RUSSIA 

Shangyi ZHOU 
School of Geography, Regional and Urban 
Planning Institute, Beijing Normal University, 
Beijing; twizsy@163.com / 
shangyizhou@bnu.edu.cn, CHINA 

1.2. Consultants 

Jacqueline GEE: Department of Modern and 
Classical Languages, College of Arts and 
Sciences, Kent State University, Kent (Ohio, 
United States); jgee2@Kent.edu 

Asuncion BLANCO ROMERO 
Departament de Geografia, Universitat 
Autonoma de Barcelona, Barcelona (Catalonia); 
asuncion.blanco@uab.cat, SPAIN 

2. Meetings 

The cultural Approach commission was active 
in two ways during the Québec Conference. 
First, it generates 5 sessions on 4 thematics, in 
addition to an open session: 

1- Commerce and Culture 
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2- Geography of Popular Cultures 

3- Mobilities vs E-Mobilities 

4- Geography of Death (2 sessions) 

It was well attended to hear the 22 
presentations. Second, a commission meeting 
was held to elect a new steering committee.  
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C16.07 Commission on Dynamics of Economic Spaces 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Steering Committee: 

The Steering Committee of the IGU 
Commission on the Dynamics of Economic 
Spaces (CDES) consists of twelve members 
from different countries (Australia, Canada, 
Germany, Hungary, New Zealand, Norway, 
Poland, Singapore, Slovak Republic, The 
Netherlands, Turkey, US). The steering 
committee contains three women and nine men 
and has representatives from Europe, North 
America, Australia and Asia. The current 
members of the Steering Committee are listed 
as follows: 

 Chair: Nuri Yavan, Ankara University, 
Faculty of Language, History and 
Geography,Department of Geography, 
Ankara, TURKEY. Email: 
nuri.yavan@ankara.edu.tr 

 Niels Beerepoot, University of Amsterdam. 
Amsterdam Institute for Metropolitan and 
International Development Studies, 
Amsterdam, NETHERLANDS. Email: 
n.p.c.beerepoot@uva.nl 

 Eva Kiss, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
Geographical Institute, Budapest, and 
West-Hungarian University, Faculty of 
Economics, Sopron, HUNGARY. Email: 
kiss.eva@csfk.mta.hu 

 Hege Knutsen, University of Oslo, 
Department of Sociology and Human 
Geography, Oslo, NORWAY. Email: 
h.m.knutsen@sosgeo.uio.no 

 Rene Matlovic, University of Presov, 
Department of Geography and Regional 
Development, Presov, SLOVAK 
REPUBLIC. Email: 
rene.matlovic@unipo.sk 

 

 Charles Mather, Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, Department of Geography, 
Newfoundland and Labrador, CANADA. 
Email: cmather@mun.ca 

 Piotr Pachura, Czestochowa University of 
Technolgy, European Faculty of 
Engineering, Czestochowa, POLAND. 
Email: piotr.t.pachura@gmail.com 

 Bill Pritchard, University of Sydney, 
School of Geosciences, Sydney, 
AUSTRALIA. Email: 
bill.pritchard@sydney.edu.au 

 Neil Reid, The University of Toledo, 
Department of Geography and Planning, 
Toledo, Ohio USA. Email: 
neil.reid@utoledo.edu 

 Michael Roche, Massey University, School 
of People, Environment and Planning, 
Palmerston North, NEW ZEALAND. 
Email: m.m.roche@massey.ac.nz 

 Christine Tamásy, University of 
Greifswald, Institute for Geography and 
Geology, Greifswald, GERMANY. Email: 
christine.tamasy@uni-greifswald.de 

 Henry Wai-chung Yeung, National 
University of Singapore, Department of 
Geography, Singapore, SINGAPORE. 
Email: henryyeung@nus.edu. 

2. Meetings 

The Commission held and/or participated in the 
following events during 2017-2018: 

2.1. IGU Mini-Conference on Rural-Urban 
Linkages for Sustainable Development: 
An Economic Geography Perspective, 
Held in Innsbruck, Austria. July 19-21, 
2018. 23 paper presented. 
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The mini conference was organized by the 
Department of Geography of the University of 
Innsbruck, for three 3 days. 30 delegates from 
24 universities in 10 countries were attended to 
the conference (Figure 2). Participants in the 
conference were actually quite diverse and 
rather heterogeneous group of people from 
universities to regional development agency, 
and having different background from 
geographers and regional planners to 
economists. The conference had two very 
interesting keynote speakers each day. Also at 
the end of the conference there was an 
excursion titled "The City of Innsbruck and its 
linkages" as well as an excellent social 
organization as always (See Photo in Annex). 

2.2. 5th Global Conference on Economic 
Geography Held in Cologne, Germany, 
July 24-28, 2018. CDES participated but 
without a formal session. 

The most of the Commission steering 
committee members and many commission 
members participated in 5th Global Conference 
on Economic Geography in Cologne and 
presented their research in the conference and 
talked each other and other geographers at the 
conference. During the conference, I (as a chair 
of the commission) informally introduce the 
commission and urged everyone to join the 
commission and its activities. But due to the 
uncertainty, unfortunately no formal session 
was organized under the commission name. 

2.3. IGU Regional Conference 2018, Held in 
Quebec, Canada. 6-10 August 2018. 
CDES organized three sessions. 13 paper 
presented. 

There were two dedicated paper sessions and 
one poster session on the program for the 
commission at the IGU Regional Conference in 
Quebec, Canada. 9 papers presented and 
discussed in each session and chaired by 
Michael Roche (New Zealand) and Oliver 
Klein (Germany). 4 paper also presented in the 
Commission poster session. Michael Roche 
who is from New Zealand Massey University 

and member of the commission steering 
committee, represented the commission at the 
IGU Quebec meeting. 

3. Networking 

 The IGU CDES did not engage in any 
collaboration with other IGU Commissions 
and Task Forces as well as collaboration 
with other international, intergovernmental, 
and inter- and multi-disciplinary groups in 
2017-2018. 

 During 2017-2018, the CDES had no 
cooperative efforts with either the 
International Social Science Council (ISSC) 
or the International Council for Science 
(ICSU) and International Council for 
Philosophy and Human Sciences (CIPSH) 
programs. 

4. Publications 

Since long time, CDES has a very good 
reputation in publishing edited book and special 
issues in international peer-reviewed journals. 
CDES conferences typically result in the 
publication of one edited book (sometimes two) 
that is published as part of Routledge‘s 
(formerly Ashgate) Dynamics of Economic 
Spaces series. The Commission has already 
published more than 16 edited books in the 
series. 

In 2018, CDES has renewed its contract with 
Routledge to publish Commission‘s series of 
Dynamics of Economic Spaces. Thus, now 
CDES has continued its very 
successfulpublishing relationship with 
Routledge Publishers. The book series is 
entitled The Dynamicsof Economic Space 
(seehttps://www.routledge.com/The-Dynamics-
of-Economic-Space/book-series/ASHSER1030) 
and the Chair of the Commission serves as the 
Series Editor. 

In 2018, one book was published as outcome of 
the previous conferences held in 2017. Full 
citation of the book is following: 
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Heidkamp, C. P., & Morrissey, J. (Eds.). 
(2018). Towards Coastal Resilience and 
Sustainability. Routledge: London. 

Another book is forthcoming as outcome of this 
year conference. Citation of the book is 
following: 

Kratzer, A.; Kister, J. & Zirkl, F. (Eds.). 
(Fortcoming). Rural-Urban Linkages for 
Sustainable Development, Routledge: London. 

5. Commission website  

The commission‘s current website is accessible 
under the following address: http://igu-
cdes.ankara.edu.tr/ 
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C16.08 Commission on Environmental Evolution 2018 

1. Members and Participants 

1.1. Membership 

Steering Committee  

The Chair of the Commission: 

Dr. Elena Novenko (Russia), M.V. Lomonosov 
Moscow State University, Faculty of 
Geography, Department of Physical Geography 
and Landscape Science, 119991, Moscow, 
GSP-1, 1 Leninskiye Gory, Phone: +7(495) 
939-22-54; Fax +7(495) 939-88-36, e-mail: 
lenanov@mail.ru 

The vice chair of the Commission: 

Dr. Fahu Chen (China), Professor of Physical 
Geography and Quaternary Research, Director 
of MOE Key Laboratory of West China's 
Environmental System, Vice President of 
Lanzhou University Research School of Arid 
Environment and Climate Change Lanzhou 
University, 222 Tianshuinanlu Lanzhou, Gansu, 
China 730000, e-mail: chenfh@lzu.edu.cn 

The secretary: Dr. Alexander Olchev (Russia) 
A.N. Severtsov Institute of Ecology and 
Evolution of RAS, Leninsky Prospect 33, 
Moscow, 119071, Russia, E-mail: 
aoltche@gmail.com 

1.2 The members of Commission‘s Steering 
Committee:  

1. Lyudmila S. Shumilovskikh (Germany) 
Department of Palynology and Climate 
Dynamic, Georg-August-University 
Göttingen, e-mail: 
shumilovskikh@gmail.com 

2. Toshihiko Sugai (Japan) Dept.Natural 
Environmental Studies, Graduate School of 
Frontier Sciences, The University of 
Tokyo, e-mail: sugai@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp 

3. Rama Prasad (India) Dept. of Geography, 
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur, e-mail: 
ramaprasad10@gmail.com 

4. Maryna S. Komar (Ukraine) Head of the 
Palaeontological Museum, National 
Museum of Natural History, National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, e-mail: 
maryna.kom@gmail.com 

5. Jiri Chlachula (Czech Republic) Laboratory 
for Palaeoecology, University Zlin, e-mail: 
Altay@seznam.cz 

6. Richard J. Payne (United Kingdom) 
University of York, Environment 
Department, Heslington, York. e-mail: 
richard.payne@york.ac.uk 

7. Loukas Barton (USA). Department of 
Anthropology, University of Pittsburgh, e-
mail: loukas@pitt.edu 

8. Ana Bozena Sabogal Dunin Borkowski De 
Alegria (Peru). Director Maestria 
Desarrollo Ambental, Coordinador Sección 
Geografía en Pontificia Universidad 
Catolica del Perú, e-mail: 
asabogal@pucp.pe 

9. Vaida Seiriene, Institute of Geology and 
Geography, , Vilnius, Lithuania, e-mail: 
seiriene@geo.lt 

1.3. The number of commission members in 
total and by country as of 1 December 2017 

Russia – 145, Belarus -8, Ukraine – 8, 
Kazakhstan – 3, Azerbaijan -3, Estonia – 1, 
Lithuania – 3, Kirgizstan – 1, Turkmenistan -1, 
Germany -15, Czech Republic – 3, Poland -3, 
Japan – 7, China -25, Israel -1, Australia -1, 
Great Britain -3, Canada – 1, USA – 6, 
Netherlands -2, India -3, Chile – 1 Turkey -2. 
Total - 246 
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Additionally the participants of each conference 
and meeting are automatically on the mailing 
list for 2-3 upcoming events.  

2. Meetings 

2.1. IGU Thematic Conference dedicated to 
the centennial of the Institute of Geography 
of Russian Academy of Sciences ―Рractical 
geography and XXI century challenges‖, 
Moscow, Russia, 4-6 June 2018 

The IGU Commission on Environment 
Evolution organized 2 special sessions in a 
frame of this Conference. In total two sessions 
included 37 oral and 30 poster presentations. 
Participants from Russia, Poland, Iceland, 
China, Japan, Vietnam and Myanmar took part 
in sessions. 

2.2. Forthcoming Events 

The meetings or other events you plan to hold 
in later years: 

1.   Special session of the Commission in the 
34th International Geographical 
Congress (2020, Istanbul, Turkey): at least 
3 special sessions.  

2. International conference ―Ecosystem 
dynamics in the Holocene‖ with co 
organizing with Russian Academy of 
Science, November, 2019, Institute of 
Geography RAS, Moscow, Russia. The 
main topic of the conference will be 
ecosystems response to climate changes, 
human-environment interaction, landscape 
dynamics in the Holocene. The planned 
number of participants is 200-250.  

3. A series of three one-day workshops 
―Landscape dynamics and human-
environment interactions in the forest zone 
of the east European plain during the 
Holocene: landscape dynamics and land use 
history‖. together with the Commission of 
Physical Geography of the Russian 
Geographical Society, Moscow State 
University, March – April, 2017. The 

program of each workshop included 3-4 
detail oral presentations followed by 
discussions. The mean number of 
participants was 25-30.  

3. Networking 

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces 

Commission‘s corresponding members and the 
members of Commission‘s Steering Committee 
had numerous individual contacts with the 
members of other Commissions IGU, such as 
IGU Commission of Cold Region 
Environments (C12.06) and IGU Commission 
of Karst (C12.23) especially during the IGU 
scientific actions. 

 

3.2. Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter- and multi-
disciplinary if relevant 

1. The activities of the Commission are carried 
out in close cooperation with the Northern 
Eurasia Earth Science Partnership Initiative 
(NEESPI) that is aimed at developing an 
enhanced understanding of the interactions 
between the ecosystem, atmosphere, and human 
dynamics in northern Eurasia 
(http://neespi.org/). 

2. The Environment Evolution Commission has 
permanent relationship with Commission of 
Physical Geography of ‗Russian Geographical 
Society‖, All-Russian non-governmental 
organization (http://www.rgo.ru/ru).  

3. The Environment Evolution Commission has 
relationship with INQUA - International Union 
for Quaternary Research, Commission on 
Palaeoclimates (http://www.inqua.org/).  

4. The Environment Evolution Commission has 
relationship with Russian Branch of 
International Association for Landscape 
Ecology (IALE-Russia). landscape-ecology.org 
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4. Publications 

4.1. Special issue of the Journal ―Quaternary 
International‖  

The Environment Evolution Commission 
organizes a special issue of ―Quaternary 
Iternational‖ dedicated to the topics of 
Commission‘s session in frameworks of The 
33rd International Geographical Congress in 
Beijing  

Title: Climate change and human-environment 
interaction from Neolithic to historical times 

Guest-editors: Dr. Elena Novenko,  

Department of Landscape Science, Faculty of 
Geography, Lomonosov Moscow State 
University,  

Dr. Lyudmila Shumilovskikh, Department of 
Palynology and Climate Dynamics Albrecht-
von-Haller-Institute for Plant Sciences, Georg-
August-University Göttingen,  

Dr., Professor Pavel Tarasov, Institute of 
Geological Sciences, Freie Universität Berlin, 
Germany,  

The special issue is focused on the long-term 
studies of landscapes evolution, climate 
dynamics and human activity in different 
geographical regions during the Holocene. The 
Neolithic revolution in the early Holocene 
promoted the shift from hunting and gathering 
to agriculture and pasture economy and greatly 
changed the relationship between humans and 
their environments. Started in the Neolithic, a 
rapid increase of human population led to the 
rise and fall of ancient civilizations and 
foundation of modern cultures with continuous 
human activities affecting their surrounding 
environments. Having said that, the Holocene 
climate fluctuations determinated directions of 
human settlement space and therefore strongly 
influenced cultural evolution. The period of 
interest deals with an interaction of climate and 
humans, who changed the nature of biological 
systems and earth surface processes, and 

ultimately became a major driver of changes at 
regional and global scale.  

The aim of the special issue was to explore the 
trajectory of climate change and understand the 
pattern, mechanisms and evolution of man-
environment relationships during the Holocene. 
The special issue includes papers concerning 
these problems from multi-disciplinary 
perspectives, to promote the advancement of 
research in the field.  

The special issue includes 13 papers. All of 
them are passed per-reviewed processes and 
available online.  

4.1.1. Contents: 

Alexander Syrovatko, Andrei Panin, Alla 
Troshina, Nataliya Zaretskaya. Magnitude and 
chronology of extreme floods in the last 2 ka 
based on the stratigraphy of a riverine 
archeological site (Schurovo settlement, middle 
Oka River, Central European Russia) 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.10.002 

Migle Stancikaite, Andra Simniskyte, Laura 
Gedminienė, Vaidotas Kazakauskas, Domas 
Uogintas. Reconstruction of the Mid- to Late- 
Holocene history of vegetation and land-use in 
Petreńiūnai, north-east Lithuania: implications 
from palaeobotanical and archaeological data 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2017.08.039 

Elena Ponomarenko, Ekaterina Ershova, Pille 
Tomson, Varvara Bakumenko. A multi-proxy 
analysis of sandy soils in historical slash-and-
burn sites: a case study from Southern Estonia 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.10.016 

Georgina Ibarra-Arzave, Elizabeth Solleiro-
Rebolledo, Sergey Sedov, Carmen Ortega-
Rosas, Maria Guadalupe sanchez Miranda, 
Thanairi Gamez, Hermenegildo Barceinas- 
Cruz, Emmanuel Ayala. Environmental setting 
of the early irrigation in Oasisamerica: 
paleopedological evidences from the alluvial 
palaeosols in la Playa/Sonoran Desert. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.09.041 
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Maxim Bobrovsky, Dmitry Kupriaynov, Larisa 
Khanina. Anthracological and morphological 
analysis of soils for the reconstruction of the 
forest ecosystem history (Meshchera Lowlands, 
Russia) 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.06.033 

Elena Novenko, Andrey Tsyganov, Natalia 
Mazei, Dmitry Kupriyanov, Olga Rudenko, 
Maxim Bobrovsky, Natalia Erman, Vyacheslav 
Nizovtsev. Palaeoecological evidence for 
climatic and human impact on vegetation in the 
temperate deciduous forest zone of European 
Russia during the last 4200 years: A case study 
from ―Kaluzhskiye Zaseki‖ Nature Reserve 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.06.028 

Angelica Triana, SergeySedov, SalinasAcero, 
CarolinaMoreanoOrtiz, 
DianaRocioCarvajalContreras, 
OscarManuelTovarReyes, ElizabethSolleiro-
Rebolledo, JaimeDíazOrtega, 
CarlHenrikLangabaekRueda. Environmental 
reconstruction spanning the transition from 
hunter/gatherers to early farmers in Columbia: 
paleopedological and archaeological indicators 
from the pre-ceramic sites Tequendama and 
Aguazuque. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.09.048 

Qinghai Xu, Wei Ding, Tian Fu, Chunmei Ma, 
Pavel Tarasov. Heterogeneous vegetation 
sensitivity at local and regional scales: 
implications for pollen-based climate 
reconstruction. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.07.002 

Natalia Ryabogina, Alexander Borisov, Idris 
Idrisov, Marat Bakushev. Holocene 
environmental history and populating of 
mountainous Dagestan (Eastern Caucasus, 
Russia) 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.06.020 

Olga Borisova. Environmental and climatic 
conditions of human occupation in the central 
East European Plain during the Middle 
Holocene: reconstruction from palaeofloristic 

data 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.05.025 

 

Pavel Tarasov, Larisa Savelieva, Tengwen 
Long, Christian Leipe. Postglacial vegetation 
and climate history and traces of early human-
impact and agriculture in the present-day cool 
mixed forest zone of European Russia 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.02.029 

Christian Leipe, Franziska Kobe, Stefanie 
Müller. Testing the performance of sodium 
polytungstate and lithium heteropolytungstate 
as non-toxic dense media for pollen extraction 
from lake and peat sediment sample 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2018.01.029 

Nadezhda Razjigaeva, Larisa Ganzey, Marina 
Lyaschevskaya, Tatyana Makarova, Ekaterina 
Kudryavtseva, Tatyana Grebennikova, 
Alexander Panichev, Khikmatulla Arslanov, 
Fedor Maksimov, Alexey Petrov, Sergei 
Malkov. Climatic and human impacts on 
landscape development of the Murav'ev 
Amursky Peninsula (Russian South Far East) in 
the Middle/Late Holocene and historical time 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2017.12.007 

4.2. Forthcoming publications 

Journal GEOGRAPHY, ENVIRONMENT, 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Special issue ―Climate - vegetation 
interaction: natural processes vs human 
impact‖ 

https://ges.rgo.ru/jour/pages/view/special 

Guest editors: 

1) Dr. Sc. Elena Novenko (Moscow, Russia) 
2) Prof. Dr. Pavel Tarasov (Berlin, Germany) 
3) Dr. Sc. Alexander Olchev (Moscow, Russia) 

The special issue ―Climate - vegetation 
interaction: natural processes vs human 
impact‖ is proposed by the IGU Commission 
of Environment Evolution and aggregates the 
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key scientific presentations in the commission 
session at the IGU Thematic Conference 
dedicated to the centennial of the Institute of 
Geography of Russian Academy of Sciences 
(Moscow, Russia, 4-6 June 2018). The special 
issue is addressed a wide range of scientific 
problems including the human–vegetation and 
vegetation-climate interactions in the past, 
present and future, natural and anthropogenic 
impacts on forest and grassland ecosystems, 
effects of forest disturbances on GHG fluxes 

and climate system, influence of natural 
processes on GHG fluxes in forest ecosystems, 
etc. These topics can be considered as a basis 
for fruitful collaboration of different research 
teams within the international scientific 
community investigating environment evolution 
and interaction of plant ecosystems and the 
atmosphere in different geographical regions. 

Deadline for paper submissions: December 
31st, 2018. 
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C16.09 Commission on Gender and Geography Commission 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. List of Steering Committee Members 

The Steering Committee of 2018 comprised 11 
members, including the Chair and Treasurer, (as 
compared to 12 members for 2012- 2016). 

Prof Lynda Johnston (Chair) 
Geography Programme 
University of Waikato 
Private Bag 3105 
AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 (0)7 8384466 
Email: lynda.johnston@waikato.ac.nz 

Professor Ann Oberhauser (Treasurer) 
Department of Sociology 
Women‘s and Gender Studies 
Program 
217B East Hall 
Iowa State University 
Ames, IA 50011 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 515 294-9283 
Email: annober@iastate.edu 

Marianne Blidon 
Assoc Prof, Institut de Démographie de 
l‘Université 
Paris 1-Pantheon Sorbonne University 
90 rue de Tolbiac 75013 Paris, 
FRANCE 
Phone: +33 (0)1 44 07 86 52 
Email: marianne.blidon@univ-paris1.fr 

Dr Orna Blumen 
Faculty of Social Welfare and 
Health Sciences 
University of Haifa 
Mount Carmel, 31905 
ISRAEL 
Phone: + 972 4 8240155 
Email: ornab@research.haifa.ac.il 

Dr Anindita Datta 
Associate Professor 

Department of Geography 
Delhi School of Economics 
University of Delhi 
Delhi-110007 
INDIA 
Phone: +9810633776 
Email: anindita.dse@gmail.com 

Prof Linda Peake 
Urban Studies Program 
Department of Social Science 
The City Institute 
731 Kaneff Tower 
York University 
Toronto, Ontario M3J 1P3 
CANADA 
Phone: +1 416 736-2100 
Email: lpeake@yorku.ca 

Prof. Dr. Anke Strüver 
Institut für Geographie 
Universität Hamburg 
Bundesstraße 55 
D-20146 Hamburg 
GERMANY 
Tel: 0049(0)40 / 42838 - 5210 
Email: struever@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de 

Dra. Joseli Maria Silva 
State University of Ponta Grossa 
Department of Geography 
Avenida General Carlos 
Cavalcanti, 4748. 
Bloco L . Campus Uvaranas 
Ponta Grossa, Paraná 
BRAZIL 
Phone 55 42 3220-3046 
Email: joseli.genero@gmail.com 

Yvonne Underhill-Sem 
Assoc Prof , Development Studies 
School of Social Sciences 
Faculty of Arts 
University of Auckland 
Aotearoa New Zealand 
Phone: +649 9232311 
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Email: y.underhill-sem@auckland.ac.nz 

Prof. Yoko Yoshida 
Division of Humanities and Social 
Sciences 
Nara Women‘s University 
Kitauoyanishi-machi 
Nara 630-8506 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81-742-20-3312 
Email: yoko@cc.nara-wu.ac.jp 

Dr Elena Vacchelli 
Department of History, Politics and Social 
Sciences 
University of Greenwich  
UNITED KINGDOM 
Phone: +44 (0)20 8331 8951 
Email: e.vacchelli@gre.ac.uk 

2. Meetings 

Conference:Feminist geographies of care and 
mentoring(prior to the New Zealand 
GeographicalSociety / Institute of Australian 
Geographers combined conference, Co-
sponsored with Gender,Place and Culture: A 
Feminist Geography Journal). 

Venue: Auckland, New Zealand 

Date: 10 – 11 July 2018 

No of participants: 55 

Conference: New Zealand Geographical 
Society / Institute of Australian Geographers 
combinedconference, specialist sessions 
Gender, Sex, Place and Space: Precarious 
Geographies. 

Venue: Auckland, New Zealand 

Date: 10 – 11 July 2018 

No of participants: 100 

Conference:Feminist Geography In/During 
Troubled Times Conference(preceding the IGU 
andCanadian Association of Geographers 
meetings). IGU Gender Commission sponsored. 

Venue: Montreal, Canada 

Dates: 4-6 August 2018 

No of participants: 70 

Conference:2018 IGU Regional Conference 
and Annual Meeting of the CAG 

Venue: Quebec City, Canada 

Dates: 6 – 10 August 2018 

No. of participants/presentations: Several 
sessions (independently and jointly with 
othercommissions) 

Conference:7thGlobal Conference on Gender in 
Aquaculture and Fisheries (IGU 
GenderCommission sponsored) 

Venue: Asian Institute of Technology 
Conference Centre (AITCC), Bangkok 

Date: 18 – 21 October 2018 

No. of participants/presentations: 95 paper 
presentations, 9 workshops, 15 
posterpresentations. 

Conference:Annual Meeting of the Israeli 
Geographical Association (Two Sessions on 
‗CurrentResearch on Geography and Sexuality‘ 
organised by Chen Misgav and Zeevik 
Greenberg) Venue: Bar-Ilan University, Israel 

Date: 10 December 2018 

No. of participants/presentations: 30 
participants (8 presentations) 

3. Networking and communication 

a) Means, if any, by which your commission 
has collaborated with other IGU Commissions 
and Task Forces in the period 2017-18. 

The commission has close connections with the 
History Commission. At the IGU Regional 
Conference, in Quebec 6-10 August 2018, 
Gender Commission members presented in 
other commission sponsored sessions. 



- 330 -

 327 

b) Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter- and multi-
disciplinary if relevant. 

July 2018: The Commission collaborated with: 
Gender, Place and Culture: A Feminist 
Geography 

Journal; the New Zealand Geographical 
Society (NZGS): the Women and Gender 
GeographyResearch Network (NZ); the Women 
and Gender Geography Study Group (NZ); and, 
the Institute of Australian Geographers (IAG) to 
organise the Gendered Geographies of Care and 
Mentoring Symposium (10 – 11 July 2018) and 
specialist sessions in the Joint NZGS / IAG 
Conference, both in Auckland Aotearoa New 
Zealand. 

August 2018: The Commission collaborated 
with the Canadian Women and Geography 
(CWAG) specialty group of the Canadian 
Association of Geographers (CAG) for the 
Feminist Geography In/During Troubled Times 
Conference, Montreal, Canada. 

October 2018: As part of our support for GAF7, 
the Commission collaborated with: the Asian 
Fisheries Society, the Asian Institute of 
Technology and the Network of Aquaculture 
Centres in Asia-Pacific; the Australian Centre 
for International Agricultural Research; 
WorldFish; the Crawford Fund; Plan 
International; USAID Oceans and Fisheries; 
Thailand Convention and Exhibitions Bureau; 
and 17 partners and supporters from Asia, 
Australia and beyond. 

In addition, various steering committee as well 
as ordinary members of the Commission 
regularly attend and organise conference 
sessions with other international and multi-
disciplinary groups, including the main 
association conferences in the US and UK. For 
example, members presented research and 
organised joint paper sessions at the 
Association of American Geography, and at the 
Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute 

of British Geographers) conferences throughout 
the period 2017 – 2018. 

c) Cooperative efforts with ISSC (International 
Social Science Council) and with ICSU (the 
International Council for Science) programmes 

We are seeking to collaborate with the ISSC 
and ISCU programmes. 

4. Publications 

4.1. Special Issues 

Following the Feminist Geographies and 
Intersectionality: Places Identities and 
Knowledges Conference, at the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona, July 2016, a themed 
section on Intersectionality was published in 
Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal of 
Feminist Geography. 

Blidon, Marianne 2018. Reception and the use 
of intersectionality: A reading from French 
perspective.Gender, Place and Culture 25(4): 
591-602. 

Blumen, Orna 2018. On the service frontline: 
Israeli Arab-Palestinian men in a call-center. 
Gender,Place and Culture https://doi.org/10 
.1080/0966369X.2018.1503158 

Hopkins, Peter 2018. Feminist geographies and 
intersectionalities. Gender, Place and Culture 
25(4):585-590. 

Johnston, Lynda 2018. Intersectional feminist 
and queer geographies: A view from down-
under.Gender, Place and Culture 25(4): 554-
564. 

Mollett, Sharlene and Faria, Caroline 2018. The 
spatialities of intersectional thinking: 
Fashioningfeminist geographic futures. Gender, 
Place and Culture 25(4): 65-577. 

Rodó-de-Zárate, Maria and Baylina, Mireia 
2018. Intersectionality in feminist geographies. 
Gender,Place and Culture 25(4): 547-553. 
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Vaiou Dina 2018. Intersectionality: Old and 
new endeavours? Gender, Place and Culture 
25(4): 578-584. 

5. Archival Contributions 

 Materials and publications transmitted to 
the IGU archives to the IGU by your 
commission. 

 As noted above, all issues of the IGU 
Gender Commission‘s newsletters, 
beginning with No. 1, November 1988, 
may be downloaded from the 
Commission‘s web site. 

 Report prepared by the Chair of the 
Commission on Gender and Geography 
Professor Lynda Johnston in consultation 
with steering group members. 

6. Website 

The Commission‘s website is: 
https://igugender.wixsite.com/igugender 

We keep this webpage updated (thanks to 
Caroline Faria and other YES! steering 
members). It is very easy to join the IGU 
Gender and Geography Commission – just 
follow the link that says ‗join us‘. 
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C16.10 Commission on Geographical Education 2018 

1. Members and Participants 

1.1. Membership 

The statutes of the IGU state that Commissions 
should consist of a Chair and Steering Group of 
ten members plus a Secretary. Given the size 
and complexity of the Commission on 
Geographical Education, the proposal accepted 
by the IGU Executive for the renewal of the 
Commission for the period 2012 – 2016, 
included a) joint chairs, and b) a concept of a 
steering committee of ―10+‖ in order to 
recognise the on-going and significant role 
played by former Chairs and Steering Group 
members and c) the concept of Regional 
Contacts who are publicly identified with the 
role of facilitating effective communication and 
outreach between the CGE and specific regions 
of the world. As approved by the Executive 
Committee of the IGU in 2016, the effective 
Steering Group of the Commission may 
therefore be considered as a core of 10 people 
consisting of two co-chairs plus eight other 
members including the Secretary, supported by 
a panel of (currently) twelve long standing 
former Steering Group members (including 
Treasurer) and linked closely with 65 (2013: 
51) regional contacts who are asked to ensure 
that local information on research and 
developments in geographical education are 
reported to the Commission Secretary for 
inclusion in the CGE Newsletter and that 
information provided to the international 
community through the CGE Newsletters are 
disseminated through local and regional 
networks.  

1.1.1. The formal statutory 2012 – 2016 
Steering Group: 

Clare Brooks (Co-
Chair) 

Reader in Geography 
Education 

Chew-Hung Chang 
(Co-Chair) 

Associate Professor, 
Humanities and 
Social Studies 

Institute of Education  

University of London 

20 Bedford Way, 
London WC1H 0AL, 
UK 

Email: 
c.brooks@ucl.ac.uk 

Education Academic 
Group 

National Institute of 
Education, NIE1-04-
06, 1 Nanyang Walk, 
Singapore 637616 
Email: 
chewhung.chang@ni
e.edu.sg 

Jongwon Lee 
(Secretary) 

Professor, Dept. of 
Social Studies 
Education, Ewha 
Womans University  
Dept. of Social Studies 
Education, 52, 
Ewhayeodae-gil, 
Seodaemun-gu, Seoul 
03760  
S. Korea  
Email: 
jongwonlee@ewha.ac.
kr 

Ali Demirci 

Professor, Geography 
Education Specialist 
Independent scholar  
34083, Fatih, 
Istanbul, Turkey 
E-mail: 
dmrc.ali@gmail.com 

Andoni Arenas Martija 
Associate Professor, 
Institute of Geography, 
Pontificia Universidad 
Católica de Valparaíso, 
Avenida Brasil 2241. 
CP 2362807. 
Valparaíso, Chile.  
Vice President, 
Chilean Society of 
Geographic Sciences, 
Avda. Vicuña 
Mackenna Nº 4860, 
Macul - Santiago, 
Casilla 306 - Correo 22 
- Santiago, 
Email: 
andoni.arenas@pucv.cl 

Daniela Schmeinck 

Professor, Institute of 
Primary Science and 
Social Sciences 
Universität zu Köln, 
Institut für Didaktik 
des Sachunterrichts, 
Albertus-Magnus-
Platz 50923 Köln 
Deutschland, 
Germany 

 
Email: 
Daniela.Schmeinck@
uni-koeln.de 
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/ 
andoni.arenas.geo@g
mail.com 

David Örbring 
Doctoral student in 
Educational Sciences, 
Lecturer in Human 
Geography 
Lund University, 
Linneaus University 
Lunds universitet, 
Campus Helsingborg 
Institutionen för 
utbildningsvetenskap 
Box 882, 25108 
Helsingborg, Sweden 
Email: 
david.orbring@uvet.lu.
se / 
david.orbring@lnu.se  

Di Wilmot 
Professor, Dean of 
Education, Faculty of 
Education  
Rhodes University, 
Grahamstown 6140, 
South Africa 
Email: 
D.Wilmot@ru.ac.za 

 

Gillian Kidman 
Associate Professor in 
Science Education  
Monash University, 
Room 166, Building 
902, Berwick Campus 
100 Clyde Road 
Berwick VIC 3806 
Australia 
Email: 
gillian.kidman@monas
h.edu 

 

Yu Shan Duan 
Professor, Vice 
President and 
Secretary General of 
Geography Teaching 
Society of China, 
Director of Shanghai 
Geography Education 
and Teaching 
Research Base, 
Editor-in-chief of 
journal Geography 
Teaching 
East China Normal 
University, 500 
Dongchuan Rd, 
Shanghai 200241, 
P.R.China  
Email: 
ysduan@126.com / 
ysduan@geo.ecnu.ed
u.cn 

 

 

1.1.2. The active Advisory panel (10+) of 
former Chairs and members of the Steering 
group currently consists of:  

Michael Solem 
(Treasurer) 

Educational Affairs 
Director 

Association of 
American 
Geographers 

1710 Sixteenth 
Street NW 

Washington, DC 
20009-3198, USA 
Email: 
msolem@aag.org 

John Lidstone 
Professor Faculty of 
Education, 
Cultural and Language 
Studies in Education 
Queensland University of 
Technology 
Victoria Park Road 
Kelvin Grove, Brisbane, 
Queensland 4059, 
Australia 
Email: 
j.lidstone@qut.edu.au 
Website:staff.qut.edu.au/s
taff/lidstone/  

Joop van der 
Schee 
Emeritus Professor 
for Geography 
Education 
Faculty 
Behavioural and 
Movement 
Sciences 
Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam 
post address: 
Buitenveldertselaa
n 3, 1082 VA 
Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands 
E-mail: 
j.a.vander.schee@v
u.nl 
Website: 
www.joop.vdschee
.nl 

Simon Catling 
Oxford Brookes 
University 
School of Education 
Harcourt Hill Campus 
OX2 9AT Oxford 
United Kingdom 
Email: 
sjcatling@brookes.ac.uk 

Sarah Bednarz 
Department of 
Geography 
Texas A&M 
University 

Fernando Alexandre 
Geography Coordinator - 
Department of Social 
Sciences 
S. João do Estoril High 



- 334 -

 331 

College Station, 
Texas 77843-3147 
United States 
Email: s-
bednarz@tamu.edu 

 

School & Education and 
Development Research 
Unit 
Faculty of Sciences and 
Technology, Lisbon 
Rua Brito Camacho, 
2769-501 Estoril, 
Portugal 
Email: 
fernando.alexandre@essj
e.pt 

Osvaldo Muniz-
Solari 
Professor of 
Geography 
Department of 
Geography 
Texas State 
University 
San Marcos, TX 
78666, USA 
Email: 
o.muniz@txstate.e
du 

Ivy Tan 
Associate Professor 
Humanities & Social 
Studies Education 
Academic Group  
National Institute of 
Education 
Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore 
1 Nanyang Walk, 
Singapore 637616 
Email: 
ivy.tan@nie.edu.sg 

Sibylle Reinfried 
University of 
Teacher Education 
Central 
Switzerland 
Lucerne 
Dep. of Teaching 
and Learning 
Frohburgstrasse 3 
6002 Lucerne 
Switzerland 
Email: 
sibylle.reinfried@p
hlu.ch 

Sirpa Tani 
Professor of Geography 
and Environmental 
Education 
Department of Teacher 
Education, Applied 
Sciences of Education 
P.O. Box 9 
FI-00014 University of 
Helsinki, Finland 
Email: 
sirpa.tani@helsinki.fi 

Joseph Stoltman 
Department of 
Geography 
College of Arts and 
Sciences 
Western Michigan 
University 

Lex Chalmers 
University of Waikato 
Geography 
Hillcrest Road 
3240 Hamilton 
New Zealand 
Email: 

3219 Wood Hall 
Kalamazoo MI 
49008-5424 USA 
Email: 
joseph.stoltman@
wmich.edu 

lex@waikato.ac.nz 

 

Regional contacts: The location and contact 
details of the 65 regional contacts may be found 
in the CGE website at http://www.igu-cge.org/ 
where there is an interactive map to assist those 
interested in the Commission to locate their 
nearest contact.  

1.2. Members  

The Commission on Geographical Education 
has members through a) those who attend its 
Symposia and IGU regional conferences and 
congresses; b) corresponding members who 
while unable to attend regular meetings, 
participate in the various publishing and 
research activities; and c) those who participate 
in the work of the Commission through the 
Commission Journal, International Research 
In Geographical And Environmental 
Education (IRGEE). The Commission 
currently has regular communication with 958 
people in 84 identified countries compared to 
886 people in November 2017. The increase of 
membership was mainly attributed to adding 
subscription boxes to the new website. It also 
enables us to track the changes in number of 
members through time by region.The following 
table shows the regions and countries where our 
members work in. 

 

Table 1: The Email membership of the 
Commission on Geographical Education by 
country as of December 2018 

1.  Albania  1 

2.  Angola 1 
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3.  Argentina 9(1) 

4.  Armenia 1 

5.  Australia 47(3) 

6.  Austria 5 

7.  Bangladesh 1 

8.  Belarus 2 

9.  Belgium 5 

10.  Botswana 2 

11.  Brazil 31(5) 

12.  Bulgaria 4(1) 

13.  Cambodia 1 

14.  Canada 19(5) 

15.  Chile 20 

16.  China 44(4) 

17.  China - Hong Kong 12(1) 

18.  China – Macau 1 

19.  China – Taiwan 9 

20.  Colombia 9 

21.  Croatia 2 

22.  Cuba 1 

23.  Cyprus 1 

24.  Czechia 21 

25.  Denmark 9(1) 

26.  Egypt 1 

27.  Eire 7 

28.  Estonia 2 

29.  Ethiopia 2 

30.  Finland 19 

31.  France 5 

32.  Germany 72(8) 

33.  Greece 5 

34.  Hungary 13 

35.  Iceland 2 

36.  India 15(4) 

37.  Indonesia 10(9) 

38.  Iran 2 

39.  Ireland 7 

40.  Israel 12 

41.  Italy 11(1) 

42.  Japan 35(5) 

43.  Kazakhstan 1 

44.  Kenya 3(1) 

45.  Latvia 1 

46.  Lesotho 2 

47.  Malaysia 5 

48.  Malta 3 

49.  Mexico 4 

50.  Mongolia 14(1) 

51.  Netherlands 29(6) 

52.  New Zealand 20(1) 

53.  Nicaragua 1 

54.  Nigeria 4(1) 

55.  Norway 7 

56.  Oman 2 
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57.  Pakistan 2 

58.  Philippines 1 

59.  Poland 15 

60.  Portugal 8 

61.  Puerto Rico 2(1) 

62.  Romania 2 

63.  Russia 7 

64.  Singapore 16(1) 

65.  Senegal 1 

66.  Serbia 1 

67.  Slovak Republic 1 

68.  Slovenia 3 

69.  South Africa 23 

70.  South Korea 17(3) 

71.  Spain 11(1) 

72.  Sweden 14(1) 

73.  Switzerland 18 

74.  Thailand 2 

75.  Trinidad 1 

76.  Tunisia 1 

77.  Turkey 26 

78.  Ukraine 1 

79.  United Arab Emirates 3(1) 

80.  United Kingdom 105(2) 

81.  USA 85(5) 

82.  Venezuela 2(1) 

83.  Vietnam 2 

84.  Zimbabwe 2(1) 

85. E Unknown 14(1) 

*( ) indicates number of annual increase of 
membership 2017-2018 

2. Meetings and Programmes of work 

2.1. The meetings organized by the 
Commission on Geographical Education 
2016 - 2020 with information on their 
locations, dates, and numbers of 
participants. 

The Commission on Geographical Education 
engages with its constituency through five 
forms of meetings  

1. Special sessions arranged with local 
organisers as part of IGU Congresses and 
Regional meetings;  

2. Symposia arranged by local organisers 
from within the Commission specific to the 
Commission; 

3. Face to face meetings of the Steering Group 
(+10) to which all interested parties are 
invited to attend conducted at an 
appropriate time during or immediately 
before or after IGU Congresses or 
Conferences and Commission Symposia;  

4. Virtual meetings conducted primarily for 
the Steering Group, Sub-committees of the 
Steering Group and Advisory Panel using 
various forms of internet collaborative 
software; and of particular note in the 
current reporting period; 

5. Special meetings with other organisations 
and working parties for specific purposes. 

The average number of participants in a 
Steering group meeting was 5-10 and the 
number of participants in an open discussion 
session during a conference of congress was 15-
50. The average number of meetings (in the 
categories 1-5 above) during a year was 5. 
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Apart from the meetings already reported in our 
earlier annual reports, the major academic 
meetings of the Commission were: 

1. We had skype meetings for steering group 
and also face-to-face meeting during the 
CGE conferences. 

2. We also had a commission meeting at 
Lisbon and a commission meeting at 
Quebec. 

2.2. Progress on Programmes of Work 
established in 2016-2020.  

This programme of work also includes the 
mainissues discussed during the meetings of the 
Commission. The Steering Committee of the 
Commission identified five areas of work for 
the period 2016- 2020.  

1. Increase the visibility of the CGE 

The Commission performs a vital function to 
support international collaboration, to act as a 
network for geography education researchers 
and as an outlet for geography education 
research. Especially Commission‘s 2018 
meeting in Quebec City and work with the 
Canadian Association of Geographers for the 
meeting has raised the visibility in these 
regions. The Commission has established a 
foundation for strong online and social media 
presence. The Commission has newly designed 
its website to increase the visibility of the CGE. 
It has not just an updated structure and content, 
but since it‘s now a WordPress site, it includes 
features such as an easy to find RSS feed, the 
possibility to subscribe to the newsletter 
directly on the site and a news-blog. The 
Commission has also been working on 
Wikipedia and is taking forward developing 
podcast for geography education community. 

2. Develop the CGE network. 

The 2012-2016 Commission has greatly 
widened the reach and draw of the Commission 
and the IGU. The 2016 - 2020 Commission will 
seek to develop this network further. In addition 

to maintaining a network of Regional Contacts 
who are clearly identified on our website 
(www.igu-cge.org) and who act as local hubs 
for this virtual community, the CGE has 
established a Facebook page. To date there are 
133 regular followers and the number is 
growing steadily. The potential for outreach 
through social media is another way that the 
Commission is raising its visibility. You can 
find it here: https://www.facebook.com/igucge/. 
The Commission has also started a Twitter 
account (igu_cge). Participants in the CGE 
2018 Conference had an opportunity to network 
with geographers and geography students from 
across the globe. From July 31 to August 6, 
2018, the 15th International Geography 
Olympiad (iGeo) was held its activities at 
Université Laval. The Commission members 
inclduing Clare Brooks (the co-chair) and 
Jongwon Lee (the secretary) participatied in the 
poster presenation of the iGeo as the judges and 
following the network and social event connet 
the Commission, the local geography 
community and iGeo participants.  

3. Enhance the quality of geography 
education research. 

The 2016 – 2020 Commission will seek to 
promote and enhance high quality geography 
education research through a valuable 
bibliography of important works in the field. 
The Commission maintains a Geography 
Education Collection (https://goo.gl/e8bvpg ) 
that collects information on Geography 
Education MA, MEd, EDD and PhD theses 
around the world. This collection will greatly 
enhance our knowledge about geographical and 
environmental education. The on-line database 
is made available for researchers through the 
IGU-CGE website. The database can be found 
at http://www.igu-cge.org/publications/. In 
addition, the International Charter on 
Geographical Education has outlined the key 
areas of geography education research based on 
an extensive collation from existing literature 
and consultation with major stakeholders in 
geographical education. The Charter has been 
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translated into Chinese, Spanish, German, 
Portuguese and Russian. There are plans to 
translate the Charter into more languages such 
as Japanese, Slovenian, Czech, Korean, Flemish 
and Dutchso that this will have an international 
reach.  

4. Diversify the possible outlets for 
geography education research 

The Commission for Geography Education has 
an established and respected journal: IRGEE. In 
addition, the Commission has supported a range 
of other publications (see item 3 above). The 
2016 – 2020 Commission will continue to 
diversify the range and opportunities for the 
publication and dissemination of geography 
education research, including exploring 
opportunities for Open Access, as well as more 
traditional publications such as a Commission 
sponsored series (published through Springer). 
The Commission book series ―International 
Perspectives on Geographical Education‖ with 
Springer has published two books in 2017 and 
one book in 2018 (http://www.springer.com 
/series/15101). The book series plays an 
important role in making geography education 
research accessible to the global community. 
Publications within the series can be drawn 
from meetings, conferences and symposiums 
supported by the Commission. Individual book 
editors are selected for special editions that 
correspond to the Commission‘s ongoing 
programme of work and from suitable 
submissions to the series editors. In this way, 
research published represents immediate 
developments within the international 
geography education community. The series 
will also seek to support the development of 
early career 
researchers in publishing high quality, high 
impact research accounts. 

5. Further attend to the application to 
practice. There is an increasing diversification 
of research applicable to geography education. 
However, criticisms have noted that there is a 
widening gap between the relevance and 
applicability of this research to the concerns and 

realities of practitioners. The 2016 – 2020 
Commission will seek to support the teaching 
of geography around the globe, through 
developing stronger links with local 
professional associations, working with 
researchers to consider contextual issues that 
may affect applicability to practice, and 
encouraging the wider dissemination of 
practitioner research through the international 
communities. For instance, the Commission 
2018 conference in Quebec City organized 
workshops focused on teaching practices such 
as assessment issues and inquiry using smart 
media.  

2.3. Additional Projects of the Commission in 
2017/18 

1. The new International Charter on 
Geographical Education for the 21st 
Century has been endorsed at the IGC 
Beijing. This resulted from collaboration 
with other international groups in the field 
of geography and education that were 
discussed at the meetings of IGU, EUGEO 
and EUROGEO in Rome, Utrecht, Malta 
and Krakow. This draft was written in close 
collaboration with representatives from 
groups of geographers all over the world 
focusing on geography education. The 
Charter is now available on the website in 
English, Chinese and Spanish and there are 
plans to translate the Charter into other 
languages. The Commission will continue 
to sustain its efforts in disseminating the 
Charter. 

2. Support the International Geographical 
Union Commission on Geographical 
Education Olympiad as an important way 
to promote geography, to stimulate 
understanding between young people and to 
help to improve the quality of school 
geography worldwide. The 15th 
International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) 
was held in Quebec City, Canada, Serbia 
July 31 – August 6 2017. Especially since 
this years‘ iGeo was held in association 
with the Regional Conference of the IGU, 
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the participants of the Commission 
conference could observe the poster 
presentations of the iGeo participants.  

3. International Year of Global 
Understanding: The International Year of 
Global Understanding for 2016 was 
presented at the Beijing IGC. There was a 
call for research to bring together social and 
natural scientists and humanities scholars to 
gain an understanding of the global impacts 
of everyday local educations. Geography 
education plays a vital role in this process. 
As a result of substantial effort, the 
Commission on Geographical Education 
has published an edited book titled 
―Geography Education for Global 
Understanding‖ under the Commission 
book series with Springer. It covers topics 
such as climate change, sustainable 
development goals, geopolitics in an 
uncertain world, global crisis, and 
population flows, which are of great 
interest to geography researchers and social 
sciences educators who want to explore the 
complexity of contemporary societies. 

4. History of the Commission: The 
Commission started an initiative to 
document its historical development. 
Norman Graves & Joseph Stoltman made a 
first draft of a history of the IGU 
Commission on Geography Education. The 
Commission recognises that as with any 
historical account, it is subjected to multiple 
interpretations. In our efforts to develop a 
document that encompasses as many 
perspectives as possible, members are 
invited provide input on the draft 
document. The document has been hosted 
on the website (see www.igu-cge.org). 

5. An international geography assessment 
project: The Trends in International 
Geography Assessment Study 2023 
(TIGAS 2023) is an international effort to 
design and develop a geography assessment 
based on the successful model used by the 
International Association for the Evaluation 

of Educational Achievement (IEA) for the 
Trends in International Mathematics and 
Science Study (TIMSS). Major 
collaborating organizations include the 
Commission and the IEA/TIMSS. The 
initial funding for this project is being 
provided by the Geography Education 
National Implementation Project and the 
U.S. National Center for Research in 
Geography Education. Members of the 
study group of the TIGAS presented a 
workshop and progress report at the CGE 
2018 International Conference and 2018 
IGU/NCGE/CAG conference in Quebec. 
Additional information is available at 
http://www.tigas2023.com 

6. Work begins on geography curriculum 
analysis: A research plan aim to develop a 
framework to describe and analyze school 
geography curriculum around the world has 
been approved by the NCRGE awarding 
program. The research will have an 
opportunity to bring practioners together 
and possible international comparative 
analysis as well. Chew-Hung Chang, Co-
Chair of the Commission, will lead the 
project. The NCRGE (National Center for 
Research in Geography Education) is a 
research consortium committed to the 
advancement of basic and applied research 
in geography education at all levels.  

7. Podcast for geography education: The 
social media team of the Commission is 
working on podcast for geography 
education community and are planning to 
interview with renowned researchers in 
geography education. They are planning 6-
8 programs (one researcher for one 
program) and each program will have its 
own unique topic (e.g., teacher education).  

3. Networking  

1. Collaboration with IGU Quebec City 
Organising Committee, the Canadian 
Association of Geographers, and National 
Council for Geographic Education to organise 
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the Geography Education sessions in the 
International Geographical Union Regional 
Conference in Quebec City 6-10 August 2018 and 
the pre-conference symposium from 3-5 August 
2018. In addition to the sessions on geographical 
education within the main conference of 
―Appreciating Difference‖, the Commission 
worked with the partners to organise a pre-
conference symposium that uniquely brings 
together researchers and practitioners. 

2. Collaboration with iGeo Task Force to 
help the local organizers prepare the 15th 
International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) in 
Quebec City. Especially, a number of the 
Commission members participated in the poster 
presentation of the iGeo as the judge which was 
held on Friday, August 3rd at the Université 
Laval  

3. Continued Support to the Society for 
Environmental Map Education through 
the 26th Asahikawa Children‘s 
Environmental Map Contest in October 
2017. The Commission supported the event 
through the IGU-CGE Awards for 
Environmental Map Education, for children 
who win the contest (http://www. 
environmentalmap.org).  

4. Publications 

1. The Commission published regular 
newsletters by the WordPress and lodged 
them on the Commission website 
(www.igu-cge.org).  

2. The Commission continues to publish 
International Research in Geographical 
and Environmental Education (IRGEE) 
through Taylor and Francis. ISSN: 1038-2046 

IRGEE is published four times a year and 
serves four major purposes: 

a. to promote an expanded international 
interest in research in geographical and 
environmental education; 

b. to provide a forum for the critique of 
research studies and the discussion of 
relevant research issues in geographical and 
environmental education; 

c. to encourage the international 
dissemination of research in geographical 
and environmental education; and 

d. to demonstrate the relevance of research 
studies to good professional practice in 
geographical and environmental education. 

3. The Commission publishes a book series 
―International Perspectives on 
Geographical Education‖ through Springer. 
ISSN: 2367-2773.  

There are currently three titles in the series: 

a. Brooks, C., Butt, G., & Fargher, M. (Eds.). 
(2017). The Power of Geographical 
Thinking. Springer. 

b. Solari, O. M., Solem, M., & Boehm, R. 
(Eds.). (2017). Learning Progressions in 
Geography Education: International 
Perspectives. Springer. 

c. Demirci, A., Miguel González, R., & 
Bednarz, S. W. (Eds.) (2018). Geography 
Education for Global Understanding. 
Springer.  
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5. Archival Contributions 

All publications of the Commission, including 
all newsletters, monographs, and issues of 
International Research in Geographical and 
Environmental Education are sent to the IGU 
Secretary General soon after publication. See 
also the website www.igu-cge.org for 
Newsletters of the Commission. 

The current accurate URL of the 
commission‘s web site: The current web site of 
the Commission on Geographical Education 

may be found at: http://www.igu-cge.org/ The 
website includes archived Newsletters as well 
as current details of all projects, publications 
and proposals. 

6. Future meetings: 

CGE London, United Kingdom 2019 (15 – 17 
April 2019). The Commission is working with 
the UK Committee for IGU-CGE to organise 
the 2019 meeting, the theme of which will be 
Recontextualising Geography. The 
collaboration between the Commission, the UK 
Committee and the UCL Institute of Education 
is likely to take place in April 2019. 
Conference website https://www.geographymae
ducation.com/  

CGE Prague, Czech Republic (August 2019). 
The commission is working with academics 
from Charles University to organise the 2020 
meeting. More information will be available in 
due course. 
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C16.11 Commission on Geographical Information Science 2018 

1. Membership 

The GIScience commission had a steering 
committee of 11 members. This year, the 
commission recruited members other than 
steering committee members. Currently, the 
commission has 16 members from 13 countries. 
The following list provides the members‘ 
names, institutional affiliations and countries. 

Daniel Sui Division of Social, 
Behavioral and Economic 
Sciences, National Science 
Foundation 

USA 

Fenzhen Su Institute of Geography and 
Natural Resources 
Research, Chinese Academy 
of Sciences 

China 

Jun Xu Institute of Geography and 
Natural Resources 
Research, Chinese Academy 
of Sciences 

China 

Francis 
Harvey 

Leibniz Institute for 
Regional Geography 

Germany 

Andrej 
Medvedeff 

Institute for Geographie der 
Russian Academy of 
Science 

Russia 

Evelyn 
Uuemaa 

University of Tartu Estonia 

Shoaib 
Khalid 

Government College 
University Faisalabad 

Islamic 
Republic of 
Pakistan 

Lars 
Brabyn 

University of Waikato New 
Zealand 

Stan 
Geertman 

Utrecht University The 
Netherlands 

Shawn 
Laffan 

University of New South 
Wales 

Australia 

Itzhak 
Benenson 

Tel-Aviv University Israel 

Miguel 
Padeiro 

Institute of Geography and 
Spatial Planning of the 
University of Lisbon Portugal 

Damen P. 
Dume Brown University USA 
Felix 
Kwabena 
Donkor 

University of the 
Witwaterstrand, 
Johannesburg-South Africa 

South 
Africa 

Mohammad 
Abu Syem University of Chittagong Bangladesh 
Motti Zohar University of Haifa Israel 
 

2. Meetings 

2.1 Spatial Data Handling (SDH) 2018 
(Moscow, June 7-9, 2018) 

The International Symposium on Spatial Data 
Handling is a biennial international research 
forum initiated and organized by Commission 
16.11. The 18th International Symposium on 
Spatial Data Handling (SDH 2018) was held 
in Russian State Library on June 7-9, 2018, 
right after the IGU Thematic Conference. It was 
hosted by Institute of Geography of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences and Russian State 
Library. Olga Solominia, the director of 
Institute of Geography of RAS, addressed on 
the opening ceremony. Professor Andrej 
Medvedeff from our commission chaired the 
symposium. The theme of the symposium is 
"Technological challenges and informational 
challenges" and the topics include: spatial 
analysis, modeling and data mining; big data 
and sensor networks; geospatial data quality 
and data integration; spatial data infrastructures 
and interoperability; open source and open data; 
thematic cartography and multivariate data 
mapping; remotely-sensed data for mapping. 
Researchers from different countries reported 
their research work. The website of the 
symposium is http://sdh2018.ru/. 

Registration 
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Olga Solominia addressing on the opening 
Andrej Medvedeff chairing the session 

2.2 Pattern Recognition in Remote Sensing 
(PRRA) 2018 (Beijing, August 19-20, 
2018) 

The 10th International Workshop on Pattern 
Recognition in Remote Sensing (PRRA 2018) 
was held in Beijing on August 19-20. It is 
organized by the Technical Committee 7 (TC 
Remote Sensing and Mapping) of the 
International Association for Pattern 
Recognition (IAPR). The IGU commission on 
Geographical Information Science co-organized 
the workshop. The website of the workshop is 
http://www.prrs2018.org/. Professor Fenzhen 
Su from our commission was the co-chair of the 
workshop.  

2.3 Forthcoming meetings 

The commission plans to continue the SDH 
conference in 2020. The location and dates of 
the conference are to be decided. A steering 
committee meeting will be arranged during the 
IGU Congress in 2020. 

3. Networking 

The commission on Geographical Information 
Science has long cooperation with the IGU 
commission on Modelling Geographical 
Systems and Commission II of the International 
Society of Photogrammetry and Remote 
Sensing (ISPRS). The commission commenced 
collaboration with expanded the Technical 
Committee 7 (TC-
Remote Sensing and Mapping) of IAPR this 
year. We organized The PRRA 2018 together 
this year. 

4. Publication 

The website of the commission is 
http://igugis.lreis.ac.cn/. News about the 
commission are published on Google group. A 
frame of google group was embedded in the 
webpage of the commission, which is located at 
http://igugis.lreis.ac.cn/igu6.html. 

5. Archival Contributions 

During the period in question, no archival 
contributions have been made. 
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C16.12 Commission on Geography of Governance 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1 Steering Committee 2016-2020 

Carlos Nunes Silva (Commission Chair) 
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University of Lisbon, 
Rua Branca Edmée Marques, Cidade 
Universitária, 1600-276 Lisboa, PORTUGAL 
E-mail: cs@campus.ul.pt, igu.geogov@gmail.com 
Web:  https://sites.google.com/a/campus.ul.pt/cns/ 

Full members (in alphabetical order by 
surname): 

Ján Buţek 
Department of Human Geography and 
Demography, Comenius University, 
Mlynska dolina, Ilkovicova 6, Bratislava 842 
15, SLOVAKIA 
E-mail: jan.bucek@uniba.sk 

Olga Glezer 
Institute of Geography, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, 
Staromonetnyi pereulok 29, 119017 Moscow, 
RUSSIA 
E-mail: olga.glezer@yandex.ru 

Tomasz Kaczmarek 
Institute of Socio-Economic Geography and 
Spatial Management,  
Adam Mickiewicz University, 
ul. Bogumila Krygowskiego 10, 61-680 
Poznan, POLAND 
E-mail: tomkac@amu.edu.pl 

Ilona Pálne Kovács 
Institute for Regional Studies, Centre for 
Economic and Regional Studies, Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences 
Papnövelde u. 22, 7621 Pécs, HUNGARY 
E-mail: palne@rkk.hu 

Yosuke Maeda 
Faculty of Education, Niigata University 
Ikarashi 2-no-cho 8050, Nishi-ku, Niigata, 950-
2181, JAPAN 

E-mail: y.maeda@ed.niigata-u.ac.jp 

Jiesheng Na 
Center for Historical Geography, Fudan 
University, 
220 Handan Rd, Shanghai 200433, CHINA 
E-mail: jsan@fudan.edu.cn 
Bríd Quinn 
Department of Politics and Public 
Administration University of Limerick,  
Limerick, V94 T9PX, IRELAND 
E-mail: brid.quinn@ul.ie 

Peter Schmitt 
Department of Human Geography, Stockholm 
University 
SE-106 91 Stockholm, SWEDEN 
E-mail: peter.schmitt@humangeo.su.se 

Anna Trono 
Department of Cultural Heritage, University of 
Salento, 
Via D. Birago, 64 - 73100 Lecce, ITALY 
E-mail: anna.trono@unisalento.it 

Honorary Members 
Robert J. Bennett 
Professor Emeritus, Cambridge University, 
Cambridge, United Kingdom 
E-mail: robert.bennett@geog.cam.ac.uk 

Max Barlow 
Professor Emeritus, Concordia University, 
Canada 
E-mail: max.barlow@gmail.com  

Doris Wastl-Walter 
University of Berne, Berne, Switzerland 
E-mail: doris.wastl-walter@giub.unibe.ch 

Eran Razin 
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel 
E-mail: msrazin@mail.huji.ac.il 

1.2 Number of commission members  

In December 2018, the IGU Commission on 
Geography of Governance has 557 members, 
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from 68 countries, of which 543 are 
corresponding members. 

ALBANIA 1 

 

JAMAICA 1 

ALGERIA 1 

 

JAPAN 10 

ANGOLA 1 

 

KENYA 1 

ARGENTINA 4 

 

LATVIA 1 

AUSTRALIA 11 

 

LESOTHO 1 

AUSTRIA 7 

 

LUXEMBOURG 1 

BELGIUM 4 

 

MEXICO 1 

BOLIVIA 1 

 

MOROCCO 1 

BOTSWANA 1 

 

MOZAMBIQUE 1 

BRAZIL 5 

 

NAMÍBIA 1 

BULGARIA 2 

 

NEPAL 1 

CANADA 19 

 

NETHERLANDS 14 

CAPE VERDE  7 

 

NEW ZEALAND 6 

CHILE 2 

 

NIGERIA 5 

CHINA 8 

 

NORWAY 15 

COLOMBIA 1 

 

OMAN 2 

CROATIA 7 

 

POLAND 25 

CUBA 1 

 

PORTUGAL 6 

CZECH REPUBLIC 17 

 

ROMANIA 5 

DENMARK 3 

 

RUSSIA 13 

ESTONIA 1 

 

SENEGAL 1 

ETYOPIA 2 

 

SLOVAKIA 10 

FINLAND 13 

 

SLOVENIA 2 

FRANCE 8 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 24 

GERMANY 36 

 

SOUTH KOREA 4 

GHANA 1 

 

SPAIN 15 

GREECE 4 

 

SWEDEN 9 

HONG KONG 2 

 

SWITZERLAND 15 

HUNGARY 26 

 

TAIWAN 1 

INDIA 3 

 

TURKEY 9 

IRAN 1 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 52 

IRELAND 10 

 

USA 45 

ISRAEL 11 

 

ZAMBIA 1 

ITALY 36 

 

ZIMBABWE 1 

   

TOTAL 557 

 

2. Meetings 

2.1. Meetings organized  

2.1.1. 2018 Annual Conference - 'Fifty Years 
of Local Governance'. University of Lisbon, 
Portugal, 4-6 September  

The 2018 Annual Conference of the IGU 
Commission on ‗Geography of Governance‘ 
(IGU-GoG), organized in collaboration with the 
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University of Lisbon, was held in Lisbon, 
Portugal, 4 - 5 September 2018. The 
Conference marked the establishment 30 years 
ago of the IGU Commission on Geography and 
Public Administration, after an initial period as 
a Study Group of the International 
Geographical Union, from 1984 to 1988. The 
conference - 'Fifty Years of Local Governance' 
- revisited the main research issues addressed 
by the Commission since the mid 1980s and 
explored the current trends and future 
challenges confronting local governance in the 
context of the new global urban agendas. The 
Conference was organized around two main 
themes: Theme 1 - Thirty years of Local 
Governance: revisiting institutional changes, 
processes and outcomes since the 1980s; 
Theme 2 - Current trends and future challenges 
in Local Governance. It was structured in 17 
sessions, 1 plenary and 16 panels. Participants 
in the conference came from 35 countries, from 
Europe, Africa (North and sub-Saharan), 
America (North and South), Asia, and Oceania. 
Participants in the conference work in the broad 
area of Urban, Local and Regional Studies, 
Geography, Economy, Political Science, Public 
Administration, History, other Social Sciences, 
Arts and Humanities. The Conference joined 
researchers, students and planners from 
academia, and from public and private sectors 
organizations. A document marking the 3 
decades of the establishment of the IGU 
Commission on Geography of Governance, 
titled "IGU Commission on Geography of 
Governance: Three decades devoted to the 
development of the Geography of Public 
Administration, Public Policy and Local and 
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Urban Governance" is available in the 
Conference website for download. The 2018 
Annual Conference ended with a Post-
Conference excursion. A selection of the 
conference papers is in the process of being 
published in international peer-reviewed 
journals and in book format. A Conference 
Report, will be published in the International 
Journal of E-Planning Research. 

2.1.2. III International Conference 'Urban e-
Planning', Lisbon, Portugal, 3-4 April 2018 

The III International Conference on 'Urban e-
Planning' was convened by Carlos Nunes Silva 
(Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University of Lisbon, Portugal, and chair of the 
IGU Commission Geography of Governance), 
was held in Lisbon, Portugal, on April 3 - 4 
2018, and endorsed by the IGU Commission on 
Geography of Governance. The program 
included themes pertaining to the core subject 
of the IGU-CGoG. The conference was also an 
opportunity for the recruitment of new 
members for the Commission. More 
information (program, abstracts, PowerPoint, 
etc.) is available for download in the conference 
website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/uep2018conference
/ 2.2. Brief summary of the topics addressed 

The Commission aims to explore, although not 
limited to, the following themes in its 
conferences, workshops and panels in the 
period 2016-2020: https://sites.google.com/sit 
e/igugeogov/aims  

1.  Administrative decentralization and multi-
layered governance 

2.  Local and regional government / governance 

3.  Urban and metropolitan governance 

4.  Local and regional government reforms 

5.  Administrative fragmentation and merger 
reforms 

6.  Decentralized cooperation and development 

7.  Inter-municipal cooperation 

8. Cross-border municipal and regional 
cooperation 

9.  Governance of spatial planning processes 

10. Governance of complex environmental 
systems 

11. Governance in conflict and post-conflict 
areas 

12. Citizen participation in local and regional 
government 

13. Age-, disabled- and gender-responsive 
approaches in urban, local and regional 
government policies 

14. Administrative systems and local public 
service delivery 

15. Local government finance systems 

16. Local Government, the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, and the Habitat-
III  New Urban Agenda 

17. Anthropocene: changes and challenges for 
urban, local and regional governance 

18. The use of ICTs in urban, local and regional 
governance: e-Government, e-
 Governance and Citizen e-Participation 

19. Transparency, accountability and good 
governance in local and regional 
government 

20. Big Data and new digital research methods 
in urban governance 

In the main scientific meeting of our 
Commission in 2018, its Annual Conference - 
'Fifty Years of Local Governance' - , 
Commission' members revisited, explored and 
discussed the main research issues addressed by 
the Commission since its establishment in the 
mid 1980s and explored the current trends and 
future challenges confronting local governance 
in the context of the new global urban agendas. 
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The Conference was organized around two 
main themes: Theme 1 - Thirty years of Local 
Governance: revisiting institutional changes, 
processes and outcomes since the 1980s; 
Theme 2 - Current trends and future challenges 
in Local Governance. A more detailed 
description of each of these two main themes is 
available in the conference website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2018/confer
ence/  

In the other meetings, organized or co-
organized by members of the Commission, the 
approach was more thematically focused but 
always within the scope given by the list of 
themes mentioned above. 

2.3. Meetings planned to hold in 2019 and 
later years 

2.3.1. Annual Conference - 'Local and Urban 
Governance: trends, challenges and 
innovations in a globalizing world', 
University of Cape Verde, Cidade da Praia, 
Cape Verde, 4-7 September 2019 

The 2019 Annual Conference of the IGU 
Commission Geography of Governance on 
'Local and Urban Governance: trends, 
challenges and innovations in a globalizing 
world' will take place in Cape Verde. It is 
organized in collaboration with the University 
of Cape Verde (UNICV), will be held in Cidade 
da Praia, Cape Verde, on September 4-7, 2019. 
The Conference aims to explore and to discuss 
the changes, challenges, and innovations 
confronting Local and Urban Governance 
worldwide in the context of the new global 
urban agendas. It will be a forum for the 
discussion of the state-of-the-art of research on 
local and urban governance, in the different 
regions of the world. Within this overall goal, 
the 2019 Annual Conference of the IGU 
Commission on Geography of Governance also 
aims to provide the opportunity for 
comparisons between African municipalities 
and African cities as well as comparisons with 
those in other regions of the world, in particular 
in the Global South. The conference is 

organized into two main tracks: Track 1 - Local 
and Urban Governance and the New Global 
Urban Agendas - aims to address and to discuss 
new trends, innovations, and future challenges 
in the field of local and urban governance, 
independently of the world region or continent; 
Track 2 - Local and Urban Governance in 
Africa - aims to address and to discuss specific 
governance issues in the African context, with 
emphasis given to the history of local and urban 
governance in the continent, as well as to the 
possibility to learn from the African experience 
in the field of territorial governance. More 
information is available in the Conference 
website: 
https://sites.google.com/view/geogov2019/hom
e 

2.3.2. Meetings with sessions proposed / 
organised by the Commission 

2.3.2.1.International Conference on: 
'Accessibility and Sustainable Tourism', Lecce, 
Italy, March 2019 

The conference will be organized by Anna 
Trono (Department of Cultural Heritage, 
University of Salento, Italy, and member of the 
IGU-CGoG Steering Committee). More 
information will be available in the 
Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

2.3.2.2. AAG Annual Meeting 2019, 
Washington DC, USA, 3-7 April 2019 

Eran Razin (Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 
Israel, and honorary member of the IGU-CGoG 
Steering Committee) and Carlos Nunes Silva 
(Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University of Lisbon, Portugal, and chair of the 
IGU Commission Geography of Governance) 
co-organize four sessions with five papers each 
in the 2019 Annual Meeting of the AAG - 
American Association of, in Washington DC, 
on 3-7 April 2019, under the title "Local 
Governance and New Challenges in Urban 
Policy in a Changing World". More information 
is available in the Commission website: 
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https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ and in 
the AAG website: http://annualmeeting.aag.org/  

2.3.2.3. Conference 'Metropolitan Governance 
in Poland. Experiences, Effects and Challenges 
of the inter municipal Cooperation in 
Metropolitan Areas' (Zarządzanie 
Metropolitalne w Polsce: doświadczenia, efekty 
i wyzwania). Poznan, Poland, April 2019.  

Tomasz Kaczmarek (Institute of Socio-
Economic Geography and Spatial Management, 
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland, and 
member of the IGU-CGoG Steering 
Committee) will convene and organize this 
scientific and local self-government conference 
on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the 
Center for Metropolitan Research of the 
University of Adam Mickiewicz in Poznan. The 
conference is planned for April 2019. More 
information will be available in due time in the 
Commission website: https://sites.google. 
com/site/igugeogov/ 

2.3.2.4. Workshop on 'New challenges of 
Decentralisation', Pécs, Hungary, 9-10 May 
2019 

Ilona Pálné Kovács (Institute for Regional 
Studies, Centre for Economic and Regional 
Studies, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
Hungary, and member of the IGU-CGoG 
Steering Committee) will convene and organize 
a Workshop on the theme 'New challenges of 
Decentralisation', in Pécs, Hungary, in the 
Spring 2019. The aim of the workshop is to 
discuss the experience of recent territorial 
reforms. The organization plans to publish a 
selection of the papers presented. More 
information is available in the Workshop 
website: https://sites.google.com/view/igu-
cgog-workshop-pecs2019/home 

2.3.2.5. Conference 'Between Overtourism and 
Undertourism: Implications and Crisis 
Management Strategies', Cavallino, Lecce, 
Italy, June 27-29 2018 

Anna Trono (Department of Cultural Heritage, 
University of Salento, Italy, and member of the 
IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) is engaged in 
the organization of the International Conference 
on: Between Overtourism and Undertourism: 
Implications and Crisis Management Strategies 
( www.overandundertourism.com ) to be held 
in Cavallino, Lecce, Italy, on June 27-29. This 
conference is an initiative of the The University 
of Salento, Italy, in collaboration with the 
Ludwig-Maximilians-University- Munich, 
Germany, and the University of Haifa, Israel. 

2.3.3. Meetings with sessions organised by 
the Commission 

2.3.3.1. IV International Conference 'Urban e-
Planning', University of Lisbon, Portugal, 23-24 
April 2019 

The program includes themes pertaining to the 
core subject of the IGU-CGoG and the 
Conference is endorsed by the IGU 
Commission on Geography of Governance. It is 
convened by Carlos Nunes Silva (chair of the 
IGU Commission Geography of Governance) 
and it is expected the participation of several 
corresponding members of the Commission, as 
happened in the first editions. More information 
in the Commission website: https://sites.google. 
com/site/uep2019conference/  

2.3.3.2. IGU Thematic Conference 'Practical 
Geography and XXI Century Challenges', 
Moscow, Russia, June 4-6 2018 

The session of the IGU Commission on 
Geography of Governance ―Local Governance 
for Local Development in the XXI Century: 
Opportunities and Limitations‖ was co-
convened and co-chaired by Olga Glezer 
(Institute of Geography, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Moscow, Steering Committee 
member) and Carlos Nunes Silva (Institute of 
Geography and Spatial Planning, University of 
Lisbon, Portugal, chair of the Commission). 
The session explored, compared and retained 
practical lessons from the changes experienced 
by local government in different regions of the 
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world, in the Global North as well as in the 
Global South, with special attention to Russia, 
in the last quarter century. The session was held 
on 6 June 2018 and consisted of two timeslots. 
They included eight oral presentations and one 
in poster form. Despite the relatively small 
number of participants, their geographical 
affiliation was broad: Poland, Hungary, 
Romania, Italy, Portugal, as well as three 
participants from Russia. The list of countries in 
the studies themselves was even more 
impressive: Poland, Hungary, Romania, Italy, 
Croatia, Russia and the five Lusophone African 
countries (Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, 
Mozambique and Sao Tome and Principe). The 
presentations were enthusiastically received by 
the audience. Thus, it is clearly indicated that 
the aim set by the organizers of the session – to 
compare and assess the processes taking place 
in various countries - was more than 
successfully achieved. Participants of the 
section accepted the proposal of Olga Solomina 
and Vladimir Kolosov (Institute of Geography, 
RS), as the representatives of the organizers of 
the Conference, to publish their presentations in 
the form of full-text articles in some Russian 
geographical journals indexed in the Scopus 
Database (in English: 'Geography, 
Environment, Sustainability' and 'Regional 
Research of Russia'; in Russian: ' Russian 
Academy of Sciences Bulletin, Geographical 
Series'). For more information, see the 
conference website: http://100igras.ru/en/  

The full list of presentations in the sessions of 
the IGU-CGoG and the respective abstracts are 
available for download in the Commission 
website. 

2.3.3.3.26th NISPAcee Annual Conference 24-
26 of May, Iasi - Working Group on Local 
Governments (Coordinators: Michiel de Vries 
& Ilona Pálné Kovács).  

Ilona Pálné Kovács (Institute for Regional 
Studies, Centre for Economic and Regional 
Studies, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
Hungary, and member of the IGU-CGoG 
Steering Committee) co-convened this meeting. 

The focus of the Working Group was on local 
government, especially on the centralization 
trend, and also on the attempts to improve the 
efficiency in local and regional decision 
making. The working group organized five 
sessions with 19 papers presented by scholars 
from several countries (Poland, Romania, 
Slovenia, Slovakia, Kazakhstan Russia, The 
Netherland, Sweden, Hungary). One of the 
main topics was the tendency of 
recentralization in, among other countries, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, and Kazakhstan, 
and VISEGRAD countries. Another major 
topic discussed was that of local leadership and 
especially the role of mayors in municipalities. 
A third topic discussed was local policy making 
with regard to, among other issues, 
homelessness, local finances, and local 
marketing. The last and major topic discussed 
concerned the impact of size on local 
government capacity. 

2.3.3.4. Workshop on 'Quality Brand for 
Sustainable Tourism', Lecce, Italy, 24-26 May 
2018 

The Workshop on ―Quality Brand for 
Sustainable Tourism‖. Lecce, 24-26 May was 
organized by Anna Trono (Department of 
Cultural Heritage, University of Salento, Italy, 
and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering 
Committee), as scientific manager of the 
international project "Quality Network for 
Sustainable Tourism" (QNeST) . ADRION 
Programme. Axis II SO 2.1 (2017-2019). 
QNeST Project – Quality Network for 
Sustainable Tourism aims to promote, for 
tourism purposes, the local cultural heritage 
(nature, art, handicraft, food, traditions, rites, 
practices, customs) of the territories of the 
Adriatic-Ionian Region and enhance their 
accessibility. 

2.3.3.5. AESOP 2018 Congress - 'Making 
Space for Hope', Gothenburg, Sweden, July 10-
14 2018 

Peter Schmitt (Department of Human 
Geography, Stockholm University, Sweden, 
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and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering 
Committee) co-chaired the track ―Governance‖ 
at the 2018 AESOP Congress in Gothenburg, 
Sweden (10-14 July, 2018).  

2.3.3.6. NZGS/IAG Conference 2018 - 
‗Creative Conversations, constructive 
connections‘, University of Auckland, New 
Zealand, July 11-14 2018 

The IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance sponsored the session titled 
'(Re)turn of the Regions? Deciding Antipodean 
regional development' proposed by its member 
Jeff McNeill (School of People, Environment 
and Planning, Massey University, New 
Zealand): 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/nzgs-
iag2018 The Conference was jointly organized 
by the New Zealand Geographical Society and 
the Institute of Australian Geographers, and 
was held in the University of Auckland, New 
Zealand, on 11-14 July 2018.  

2.3.3.7. IGU Regional Conference - 
'Appreciating Difference / Apprécier la 
difference'-, Québec City, Canada, August 6-10 
2018.  

The IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance (IGU-CGoG) held 5 sessions with 
24 presentations (23 oral presentations and 1 
poster) in the IGU Regional Conference in 
Québec City, Canada, in August 6 to 10 2018. 
All sessions were well attended and the debate 
was always live and interesting. Some of the 
papers presented are expected to be published 
by the Commission. More information about 
the participation of the Commission in this IGU 
Regional Conference (full program, abstracts, 
and a photo gallery) is available in the 
Commission website , including the full 
program and abstracts for download. 

2.3.3.8. World Social Science Forum 2018 -
'Security and Equality for Sustainable Futures'- 
Fukuoka, Japan, September 25-28 2018 

Yosuke Maeda (Faculty of Education, Niigata 
University, Japan, and member of the IGU-
CGoG Steering Committee) organized a 
session, with the title ‗New governance models 
for security and sustainability in rural and urban 
areas‘, on behalf of the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance (IGU-CGoG) and in 
collaboration with the Geography of Public 
Affairs and Local Governance section of the 
Association of Japanese Geographers, in the 
―World Social Science Forum 2018‖, that took 
place in Fukuoka, Japan, September 25-28, 
2018. More information is available in the 
WSSF2018 website: 
http://www.wssf2018.org/session-parallel-01-
list.html#a_c6 and in the Commission website. 

2.3.3.9. First Workshop 'Nordic Policy Styles in 
Urban and Regional Governance' (Nordic 
PoSt): 2018-2019, Stockholm, 18-19 October, 
2018 

Peter Schmitt (Department of Human 
Geography, Stockholm University, Sweden, 
and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering 
Committee) was part of a consortium 
responsible for the organization of this 
workshop. More information is available in the 
Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/  

 

2.3.3.10. International Conference on 
'Perspectives of Local Governments in Central–
Eastern Europe – Common Learning and 
Innovations', Budapest, 15-16 November 2018 

The Hungarian Ministry of Interior responsible 
for local governments organised an 
international conference on local governance 
issues in CEE - 'Perspectives of Local 
Governments in Central–Eastern Europe – 
Common Learning and Innovations', on 15-16 
November 2018, in Budapest. Ilona Pálné 
Kovács (Institute for Regional Studies, Centre 
for Economic and Regional Studies, Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences, Hungary, and member of 
the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) was the 
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chair of the organising committee, and one of 
the plenary speakers. More information is 
available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/  

3. Networking 

Networking activities during 2018 focused on 
sustaining long term developed links with other 
scientific disciplines, whose members regularly 
participate in our events. In 2018 we have been 
engaged in several meetings that attracted 
numerous new colleagues some of whom 
became corresponding members of the 
Commission. Meetings in which the 
commission was engaged were also endorsed 
by other organizations, such as the ISOCARP 
and the APA - American Planning Association 
- Tech Division. The 2019 annual conference is 
endorsed by the AAPS - Association of African 
Planning Schools and by ISOCARP, which is 
an opportunity to diversify the connections of 
commission members with colleagues from 
other related research fields. The session 
proposed by the Commission for the Social 
Science Forum 2018, held in Fukuoka, Japan, 
was done in collaboration with the Association 
of Japanese Geographers (through its section on 
"Geography of Public Affairs and Local 
Governance"). All the other conferences and 
congresses in which the Commission took part 
with its own session involves some form of 
cooperation with other scientific associations 
(e.g., the IGU Thematic Conference in 
Moscow; the IGU Regional Conference in 
Québec; the AAG Annual Meeting in 
Washington; the NZGS/IAG Congress in New 
Zealand, and so on). We plan to expand these 
forms of cooperation during 2019 and later 
years. 

4. Publications in 2018 and forthcoming 

The list of publications pertaining to the theme 
of the Commission on Geography of 
Governance, authored or edited by members of 
the Steering Committee is below. Some of the 
collective works listed engage also 
corresponding members and some are fully 

based on initial contributions presented in 
meetings or sessions organized or endorsed by 
the Commission. 

4.1. Books published  

 Olsen, D.H. & Trono, Anna (eds) (2018). 
Religious Pilgrimage Routes and Trails, 
CABI Publisher. 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes (ed.) (2018). New 
Approaches, Methods, and Tools in Urban 
E-Planning. Hershey, PA: IGI Global, 407 
pp. (ISBN13: 9781522559993). 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes & Trono, Anna (eds.) 
(2019, forthcoming). Local Governance 
and the New Urban Agenda. Springer 
(Local and Urban Governance Book 
Series). 

 Ńprocha, B., Bleha, B., Vano, B., Buţek, 
Jan (2017). Perspectives, Risks and 
Challenges of the Demographic 
Development in Slovak Large Cities (in 
Slovak). Bratislava: INFOSTAT - 
Demographic Research Centre, Comenius 
University and Slovak Academy of 
Sciences. 256p. ISBN: 978-80-89398-36-2 

4.2. Book chapters 

 Adscheid, T. & Schmitt, Peter (2018). 
Constructing the sustainable City – Policy 
mobilities of Swedish sustainable urban 
development. In: I. Andersson (ed.). 
Globala flöden och lokala praktiker – 
policymobilitet I tid och rum, Ymer: 
Ödeshög, pp. 225-245. 

 Trono, Anna (forthcoming). Designing 
cultural tourism experiences as a self-
reinforcing system. In D. A. Jelincic& Y. 
Mansfeld (eds). Creating and Managing 
Experiences in Cultural Tourism. World 
Scientific Publ. 

 Schmitt, Peter & Smas, L. (2018) Spatial 
Planning in Sweden: key notions, 
trajectories and challenges, in: Farinós 
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Dasí, J. (ed.) Territory and States. 
Essentials for the Coordination of Spatial 
Planning Policies in the XXIst Century. 
Tirant humanidados: Valencia, pp. 597-
620. 

 Schmitt, Peter & Smas, L. (2019) Shifting 
Political Conditions for Spatial Planning in 
the Nordic Countries. In: A. Eraydin & K. 
Frey (eds.) Politics and Conflicts in 
Governance and Planning. Routledge: 
London and New York, pp. 133-150. 

 Trono, Anna & Castronuovo, V. (2018). 
―Áreas protegidas y turismo sostenible: 
para una gestión responsable de los 
recursos naturales en contextos ambientales 
comprometidos. In Xosé M. Santos-Solla, 
L. Lopez (eds) Turismo rural y de 
naturaleza. Una mirada al mundo, 2018, pp. 
161-180. 

4.3. Articles in peer-reviewed international 
journals and Conference presentations 

 Bąkowska, E.; Kaczmarek, Tomasz; 
Jankowski, P.; Zwoliński, Z.; Mikuła, Ł.; 
Czepkiewicz, M. & Brudka, C. (2016). 
Geo-questionnaire in urban planning - 
preliminary results of the experimental 
application in Poland, Rozwój Regionalny i 
Polityka Regionalna, 35: 37-54. 
https://pressto.amu.edu.pl/index.php/rrpr/is
sue/view/718 

 Corallo, A.; Trono, Anna; Fortunato, L.; 
Pettinato, F. & Schina, L. (2018). Cultural 
Event Management and Urban e-Planning 
Through Bottom-Up User Participation, 
International Journal of E-Planning 
Research (IJEPR) , 2018, 7(1), pp. 15-33. 

 Czepkiewicz, M.; Brudka, C.; Jankowski, 
P.; Kaczmarek, Tomasz; Zwoliński, Z.; 
Mikuła, Ł.; Bąkowska, E.; Młodkowski, M. 
& Wócjcicki M. (2016). Public 
Participation GIS for Sustainable urban 
mobility planning: methods, applications 
andchallenges, Rozwój Regionalny i 

Polityka Regionalna, 35: 9–36. 
https://pressto.amu.edu.pl/index.php/rrpr/is
sue/view/718 

 Glezer, Olga (2018). Legal Registration of 
Municipal Boundaries in Russia: The 
Needs and Process. Paper presented in the 
IGU Thematic Conference 'Practical 
Geography and XXI Century Challenges', 
Moscow, Russia, June 4-6 2018. 

 Glezer, Olga (2018). What is Wrong with 
Territorial Basis of Local Self-Governance 
In Russia: Fifteen Years of the Reform. 
Paper presented in the IGU CGoG Annual 
Conference 'Fifty Years of Local 
Governance‘, IGU Commission Geography 
of Governance, Lisbon, Portugal, 
September 4-5 2018 

 Kaczmarek, Tomasz & Kociuba, D. (2017). 
Models of Governance in the Urban 
Functional areas. Policy Lessons from the 
implementation of integrated territorial 
investments in Poland. Quaestiones 
Geographicae, 36(4): 47-64. 
https://content.sciendo.com/view/journals/q
uageo/36/4/article-p47.xml 

 Kaczmarek, Tomasz (2018). Soft planning 
for soft spaces. Concept of Poznań 
metropolitan area development – a case 
study. Miscellanea Geographica. Regional 
Studies on Development, vol. 22 
https://content.sciendo.com/view/journals/
mgrsd/ahead-of-print/article-10.2478-
mgrsd-2018-
0020.xml?rskey=3hleLB&result=1 

 Kaczmarek, Tomasz (2018). Zarządzanie 
obszarami metropolitalnymi – zagraniczne 
doświadczenia i ich polskie implikacje 
(Management of metropolitan areas – 
foreign experience and their Polish 
implications.), 2018. Studia KPZK PAN, 
183. 
http://journals.pan.pl/dlibra/publication/123
586/edition/107799/content 
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 Kolosov, V.A., Ananicheva,, M.D., 
Badenkov Yu, P., Glezer O.B., 
Zolotokrylin,A.N., Tishkov, A.A., 
Khlebosolova, O.A., and Tsareva, L.A. 
(2018). Practical geography and the 21th 
century challenges (Thematic conference of 
the International Geographical Union 
dedicated to the centennial of the Institute 
of Geography of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences), Bulletin of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences. Geographical Series, No 5 
(2018), pp. 115-122 (in Russian) 

 Kovács, Ilona Pálné (2018). Battle for 
Survival of Meso Level Governments in 
Hungary. Paper presented in the IGU 
CGoG Annual Conference 'Fifty Years of 
Local Governance‘, IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance, Lisbon, 
Portugal, September 4-5 2018 

 Mikuła, Ł. & Kaczmarek, Tomasz (2017). 
Metropolitan integration in Poland: the case 
of Poznań Metropolis, International 
Planning Studies 22(1), 30-43. 
https://rsa.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080
/13563475.2016.1256191?src=recsys&jour
nalCode=cips20#.W1RC2tIzbIU 

 Mikuła, Ł. & Kaczmarek, Tomasz (2018). 
From marketization to recentralization: the 
health-care system reforms in Poland and 
the post-New Public Management concept. 
International Review of Administrative 
Sciences 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.11
77/0020852318773429 

 Razin, Eran (2018). Inter-Municipal 
Cooperation and Distributional Justice: 
―The Road to Hell is Paved With Good 
Intentions‖ Revisited. Paper presented in 
the IGU CGoG Annual Conference 'Fifty 
Years of Local Governance‘, IGU 
Commission Geography of Governance, 
Lisbon, Portugal, September 4-5 2018 

 Salmas, Dimitris; Chrysostomos Stylios & 
Anna Trono (2018). New ICT Tools and 

Methods for Sustainable Tourism 
Development and Governance. The Social 
and Transnational Network Platform 
Generated by the ―Quality Network for 
Sustainable Tourism- Qnest Project in the 
Adriatic-Ionian Area. Paper presented in 
the IGU CGoG Annual Conference 'Fifty 
Years of Local Governance‘, IGU 
Commission Geography of Governance, 
Lisbon, Portugal, September 4-5 2018 

 Schmitt, Peter (2018). A Conceptual and 
Historical Account of Metropolitan Policy 
Mobilities Across Europe. Paper presented 
in the IGU CGoG Annual Conference 'Fifty 
Years of Local Governance‘, IGU 
Commission Geography of Governance, 
Lisbon, Portugal, September 4-5 2018 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes & Anna Trono (2018). 
Conference Report 'Local Governance in 
the New Urban Agenda‘, IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance, Lecce, Italy, 
October 19-21 2017'. in International 
Journal of E-Planning Research, Vol. 7 (4): 
78-80. 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes (2018). Conference 
Report 'The 2nd International Conference 
on Urban E-Planning, 2017'. in 
International Journal of E-Planning 
Research, Vol. 7 (3): 50-51. 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes (2018). Governance 
Cultures in Comparative Perspective: 
differentiation and harmonization in local 
self-government institutional models. Paper 
presented in the IGU Regional Conference 
'Appreciating Difference', Québec, Canada, 
August 6-10 2018. 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes (2018). Local 
Government Reforms in the Five 
Lusophone African Countries: The 
Tortuous Path to Local Democracy. Paper 
presented in the IGU Thematic Conference 
'Practical Geography and XXI Century 
Challenges', Moscow, Russia, June 4-6 
2018. 
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 Silva, Carlos Nunes (2019). Conference 
Report 'The 3rd International Conference 
on Urban e-Planning - 2018'. in 
International Journal of E-Planning 
Research, Vol. 8(1). 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes (2019, forthcoming). 
Conference Report 'Fifty Years of Local 
Governance‘, IGU Commission Geography 
of Governance, Lisbon, Portugal, 
September 4-5 2018'. in International 
Journal of E-Planning Research, Vol. 8 (3). 

 Trono, Anna & A. Grasso (2018). Macro 
regions and Management of Logistics 
Structures for a New Scenario in the South–
Eastern Mediterranean. Paper presented in 
the IGU Thematic Conference 'Practical 
Geography and XXI Century Challenges', 
Moscow, Russia, June 4-6 2018. 

 Trono, Anna; Mastronuzzi, G. & Ruppi, F. 
(2019). Thermal tourism in Puglia and 
Salento from past to present. Some case 
studies, in EUGEO. 

4.4. Book reviews 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes (2018). Book review 
'Data and the City'. in International Journal 
of E-Planning Research, Vol. 7 (4): 81-83. 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes (2018). Book review 
'Markets, Politics and the Environment: 
AnIntroduction to Planning Theory'. in 
International Journal of E-Planning 
Research, Vol. 7 (1): 86-88. 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes (2019). Book review 
'Encounters in Planning Thought'. in 
International Journal of E-Planning 
Research, Vol. 8 (1). 

 Silva, Carlos Nunes (2019, forthcoming). 
Book review 'Insurgencies and 
Revolutions'. in International Journal of E-
Planning Research, Vol. 8 (2). 

5. Archival Contributions 

All newsletters, flyers, conference programs 
were sent to the IGU Secretary General and 
also to the IGU Archive at the University of 
Leipzig. We use our Commission web page as 
an archive of the Commission. It provides 
online open access to all newsletters, photo 
gallery of our meetings, to the list of 
conferences and publications, membership, its 
aims and research themes, as well as an 
historical overview of the Commission.  

6. Website 

The current accurate URL of the commission's 
web site is this: 

https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

Besides information about current and future 
activities, the site serves also as on-line archive 
of the Commission with all newsletters and 
information on past steering committees, 
meetings, publications, and photo galleries 
related to the commission activities. 

The Commission is also associated with a blog 
and a mailing list focused on issues of local 
government and local governance: 

The blog address is: http://igugeogov. 
blogspot.pt/ 

The mailing list address is: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/mailing
-list 
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C16.13 Commission on Geography of Information, Innovation and 
Technology 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1.  Steering Committee 

Tommi Inkinen 
University of Turku 
Brahea Centre/Centre for Maritime Studies 
20014 University of Turku 

Finland 
Vox: +358 400 882 818 
E-Mail: tommi.inkinen@utu.fi  
URL: http://www.igu-informationsociety.org 

Tommi Inkinen (Chair) 
University of Turku, Finland 
E-mail: tommi.inkinen@utu.fi 

Kenji Hashimoto (Vice Chair)  
Waseda University Tokyo, Japan 
E-mail: hashimoto@waseda.jp 

Philippe Vidal (Executive Secretary)  
Université du Havre, France  
Email: philippe.vidal@univ-lehavre.fr 

Stefano di Vita, Politecnico di Milano, Italy  
Email: stefano.divita@polimi.it 

Andreas Koch, University of Salzburg, Austria  
Email: andreas.koch@sbg.ac.at 

Aharon Kellerman, University of Haifa, Israel  
Email: akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il 

Emmanouil Tranos, University of Birmingham, 
UK  
Email: e.tranos@bham.ac.uk 

Tan Yigitcanlar, Queensland University of 
Technology, Australia 
Email: tan.yigitcanlar@qut.edu.au 

Mark Wilson, Michigan State University, USA 
Email: wilsonmm@msu.edu 

 

Membership 

Currently, there are 123 members on the 
Commission mailing list. The locations include 
United States (24), France (13), United 
Kingdom (13), Germany (11), Australia (7), 
Japan (6), China (5), Korea (5), Sweden (5), 
Belgium (4), Finland (4), Italy (4), Canada (3), 
Greece (3), Israel (3), South Africa (2), Spain 
(2), Austria (1), Czech Republic (1), Slovenia 
(1), Singapore (1), Netherlands (1), New 
Zealand (1), Poland (1) and unknown (7). 

2. Meetings 2017–2018 

With the move to annual IGU meetings the 
Commission has been able to develop sessions 
annually, but has not been able to hold 
additional meetings while an annual IGU 
conference is planned. If the schedule reverts to 
every two years we plan to hold our own 
meetings in non-IGU years. The Commission 
has been able to include dedicated sessions at 
other conferences to maintain interest and 
access to the Commission‘s core focus on 
information society, at AAG and Regional 
Studies events during 2017 and 2018. Past and 
future meetings include: 

 2017 April – Commission supported for 
three sessions as part of the AAG annual 
meeting in Boston 

 2017 September – Commission co-
organized a full session as part of the Italian 
Geographers meeting 

 2017 October – Commission organized a 
full session as part of the Finnish 
Geographical Society Annual Meeting held 
in Turku, Finland 

 2018 April – Commission supported for a 
session as part of the AAG annual meeting 
in New Orleans. 
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 2018 August – IGU regional conference in 
Quebec, Canada. The commission had 7 
sessions, and total of 30 presentations from 
12 countries (Belgium, Canada, China, 
Côte d'Ivoire, Israel, Japan, Finland, 
France, Poland, Portugal, Spain, USA). 
There were also 3 poster presentations 
associated with the commission. Our 
commission volume was among the largest 
ones in the Quebec conference. 

Future Meetings for 2019 

Meeting plans for the future include: 

 2019 April – Commission support for a 
session as part of the AAG annual meeting 
in Washington DC. 

 2019 June – Commission organized/co-
organizes a meeting in Venice and 
participates AESOP (Association of 
European Schools of Planning). 

3. Networking 

Collaboration occurs with scholarly groups and 
with two journals. Details include: 

 IGU collaboration has been with a number 
of Commissions including the 
Commissions on Cultural Approach in 
Geography, Tourism, Leisure, and 
Global Change, Urban Geography, and the 
Mediterranean Basin.  

 NETCOM is the official Journal of the IGU 
Commission on the Geography of Global 
Information Society, and is published under 
the auspices of the Study Group MTE 
(CNRS) and Université of Montpellier III, 
the International Geographical Union, and 
the French National Committee on 
Geography. NETCOM takes an 
interdisciplinary perspective on networks, 
communications, and space. 

 Journal of Urban Technology, which has 
commission members on its editorial board 
and publishes articles, and when possible, 
special issues drawn from Commission, 
AAG and IGU conference sessions. 

4. Publications 

Information is disseminated regularly to 
Commission members via e-mail, including 
updates on Commission activities, meetings and 
publications of interests, and requests for 
information for scholars studying information 
society. The Commission also uses its websites 
to inform members of activities. The 
Commission website is www.igu-
informationsociety.org (or alternatively 
https://journals.openedition.org/netcom/2512).  

Commission has updated its website in 2017 
with a historical background of the 30-year 
evolution of the field (and commission itself). 
The website is also used to disseminate 
information regarding our up-coming sessions 
in IGU events.  

Commission members have published 
extensively in the leading journals of the field 
during 2017–2018. The members have also 
published books with leading publishers such as 
Routledge and Springer; and they work actively 
as editors, editorial board members and 
reviewers in numerous international journals. 
Commission chair is also producing a special 
(smart and intelligent cities) issue for Journal of 
Urban Technology to be published in 2019. 

5. Archival Contributions 

Our new website includes a short description 
and evolution of the Commission during its 30-
years of history. The website also includes the 
names of successive chairs of the Commission. 
The history is available at 
https://journals.openedition.org/netcom/2512#t
octo1n2  
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C16.14 Commission on Geography of Tourism, Leisure, and Global 
Change 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Commission Steering Committee 
Members 

The current Commission Steering Committee 
members are listed in below. The committee 
contains 6 women and 5 men and has 
representatives from Europe, Africa, North 
America, South America, Asia and Oceania. 
Moreover, it covers major language groups 
(English, German, Spanish, Portuguese, French, 
Polish, Chinese, Afrikaans, Swedish, Greek). 

Professor Dieter K. Müller (Chair) 
Department of Geography and Economic 
History, Umeå University, 90187 Umeå, 
Sweden, dieter.muller@umu.se 

Velvet Nelson 
Associate Professor  
Department of Geography and Geology, Sam 
Huston State University, P.O. Box 2148, 
Huntsville, TX 77341, USA, vnelson@shsu.edu 

Julie Wilson 
Associate Professor 
Faculty of Economics and Business, Universitat 
Oberta de Catalunya, Spain, jwilson2@uoc.edu 

Professor Theano Terkenli 
Department of Geography, University of the 
Aegean, University Hill, Geography Building, 
Mytilene, 81 100 Lesvos, Greece, 
terkenli@aegean.gr 

Professor Tim Coles 
University of Exeter Business School, Rennes 
Drive, Exeter, EX4 4PU, UK, 
T.E.Coles@exeter.ac.uk 

Professor Xu Honggang 
School of Tourism and Management, Sun Yat-
Sen University, Guangzhou, China,  
xuhongg@mail.sysu.edu.cn 

 

Professor Gustav Visser 
Department of Geography and Environmental 
Studies Stellenbosch University, South Africa, 
gevisser@sun.ac.za 

Professor Rita de Cássia Ariza da Cruz 
Department of Geography, University of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, ritacruz@usp.br 

Professor Maria Gravari-Barbas 
Institut de Recherche et d'Études Supérieures 
du Tourisme, Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne 
University, France,  
maria.gravari-barbas@wanadoo.fr 

Marek Wieckowski 
Associate Professor 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of 
Geography and Spatial Organization, Warsaw, 
Poland, marekw@twarda.pan.pl 

Dr. Joseph Cheer 
Director, Monash University, Australia & 
International Tourism Research Unit (AITRU), 
Australia, Joseph.Cheer@monash.edu 

The commission has furthermore some 
honorary members: 

 Prof. Alan A. Lew, Department of 
Geography, Planning & Recreation, 
Northern Arizona University, USA, 
alan.lew@nau.edu 

 Prof. Sanette Ferreira Department of 
Geography and Environmental Studies, 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa, 
slaf@sun.ac.za 

 Prof. Carolin Funck, Department of 
Integrated Global Studies, Hiroshima 
University, Japan, funckc@hiroshima-
u.ac.jp 
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 Prof. Jie Zhang, Department of Land 
Resource and Tourism, Nanjing University, 
China, jiezhang@nju.edu.cn 

 Prof Alison Gill, Department of 
Geography, Simon Fraser University, 
Canada, agill@sfu.ca 

 Assoc. Prof. Anne-Marie d'Hauteserre, 
Department of Geography, Tourism & 
Environmental Planning, University of 
Waikato, New Zealand, adhautes@waikato. 
ac.nz 

 Prof. Jarkko Saarinen, Department of 
Geography, University of Oulu, Finland, 
jarkko.saarinen@oulu.fi 

1.2. Commission Members 

Since 2008 the Commission member directory 
has been based on the Commission IGUST -
listserv: http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
TourismGeography/, which substituted a 
manual listing. Unfortunately, the listserv 
information does not support country based 
member listing as it is based on members‘ 
names and email addresses only. In 2013 a 
manual inventory was made allowing to 
identify 631 individual addresses, of which 526 
could be related to 67 countries. An update was 
made in early 2016. Then 665 individual 
members could be identified, of which 573 
could be related to 73 countries. This year, a 
new inventory has been made and it can be 
reported that the number of corresponding 
members continues to increase. Now 730 
corresponding members in 70 countries can be 
identified. For the first time corresponding 
members from Ethiopia and Oman could be 
detected. 

2. Meetings 

2.1. Commission Meetings 

2.1.1.1. IGU meetings 

 Pre-conference meeting La Malbaie, 
Quebec, 2-5 August 2018 

25 paper presentations, 30 particpants,  

 IGU Regional Conference, Quebec City, 
6-10 August 2018 

70 paper presentations, 18 sessions, numerous 
participants 

2.2. Sponsored meetings (session 
sponsorship) 

 AAG Annual Meeting 2018, New Orleans, 
April 10-14, 2018: 

 Critical Tourism Studies - Asia Pacific 
Conference Recentering Critical Tourism 
Studies, March 4-6, 2018, Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia 

 5th Global Conference on Economic 
Geography 2018 in Cologne, Germany, 
July 24 – 28, 2018. 

2.3. Brief Summary 

An important point of departure for the work 
plan is that tourism is inherently a geographical 
phenomenon with social, cultural, economic, 
political, and environmental significance. 
Tourism creates links between people and 
places, and connects different cultures and 
environments. Moreover, tourism is a major 
force for global change. It creates geographical 
imaginations, human mobilities and flows of 
culture, ideas, values, commodities, and 
capitals, and influences society far beyond the 
immediate tourism industry. At the same time 
tourism is embedded in other global processes 
creating constraints and opportunities for its 
development. Furthermore tourism is an 
important cause for global environmental 
change.  

In a geographical tradition the commission 
addresses these issues with an integrated 
approach acknowledging the interrelationship 
of tourism to wider processes within society 
and environment. This is done at local, 
regional, national, and global scales 
demonstrating links between these scales as 
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well as outcomes of global change for 
individuals, communities, and societies. Current 
processes of global change in tourism 
geographies affecting communities and 
environments in different places are also 
mediated by local and regional factors. This 
creates unique geographical outcomes and 
contributes to the transformation of place. The 
commission applies a truly global perspective 
highlighting development in different parts of 
the world and through that acknowledging 
tourism as a formative cause for societal and 
environmental change in an increasingly 
interconnected world. 

These ambitions can be summarized in a 
number of objectives to be addressed in the 
period until the next IGC in 2020. In 
accordance a set of research 'tasks' have been 
defined as result of the outcomes of previous 
conferences; 

Task 1: Interpreting the role of tourism and 
leisure as an agent of and tool for regional 
change and community development in rural 
and urban environments, not least as response 
to global change 

Task 2: Examination of the tourism – physical 
environment nexus, and particularly tourism‘s 
interrelationship with global climate change
  

Task 3: Examination of the interrelationship 
of tourism, peace, violence, ideology, and 
political change 

Task 4: Understanding tourism‘s and leisure‘s 
role for sense of place, identity, culture, 
citizenship, and global awareness 

Task 5:  Bridging the gap between tourism 
geography and other geographies 

Task 6: Contributing to relevant international 
research programmes such as the IYGU 
associated with the aims and objectives of the 
commission  

These tasks are discussed and examined during 
the whole Commission time span. The table 
below covering major meetings with 
commission involvement outlines the 
comparative international studies that have been 
undertaken through the various meeting 
activities outlined above in relation to the goals 
and objectives of the Commission. The table 
indicates the extent to which the Commission 
has embraced particular tasks (T1–T6) through 
its various meetings as well as ensuring that 
specific research outputs such as proceedings 
and other publications have been tied to the 
Commission's objectives and goals. 

Major Meetings 2017–2020 

 AAG Vila-
seca 

AAG LaMalbaie Quebec 

 2017 2017 2018 2018 2018 

T1      

T2      

T3      

T4      

T5      

T6      

 

2.4. Commission Meetings 2019 

The Commission plans to organize, sponsor or 
co-sponsor the following meetings during 2019; 

 Sustainable Development Conference 2019 
(Tourism4SDGs19) taking place from 24-
25 January 2019 at Massey University, 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

 AAG Annual Meeting 2019, April 3-7, 
2019, Washington, DC 

 8th Nordic Geographers Meeting in 
Trondheim, Norway, June 16–19 2019 
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 Deutscher Kongress für Geographie 2019, 
25.09. – 30.09.2019 an der Christian-
Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel 

 IGU Commission meeting ―The Production 
of Space‖, 26-31 October 2019, Saö Paulo, 
Brazil 

3. Networking and Communication 

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
Commissions 

During 2018 the Commission had no organized 
activities with other commissions. 

3.2. Collaboration with other organizations 

The Commission co-organized meetings or 
sponsored sessions in cooperation with the 
following organizations: 

 AAG 

 Critical Tourism Studies 

 CAG 

4. Publications 

4.1. Regular Publications 

The Commission is involved in the production 
of four regular publications.  

a) Tourism Geographies: The scientific 
journal Tourism Geographies was 
developed based on the IGU commission 
collaboration and the commission has a 
representative position in the editorial 
board. Former commission vice chair Alan 
A. Lew is editor in chief. A position as 
consulting editor is reserved for the chair of 
the commission. Furthermore several 
commission members are resource editors 
for Tourism Geographies.  

b) Geographies of Tourism and Global 
Change: In 2016 several former 
commission members launched a new book 

series titled ―Geographies of Tourism and 
Global Change‖ with Springer edited by 
commission chair Dieter K. Müller (Umeå 
University), former commission chair 
Jarkko Saarinen (University of Oulu) and 
former commission member Carolin Funck 
(University of Hiroshima). The series is 
published in cooperation with the IGU 
Commission of Tourism, Leisure and 
Global Change and additional members of 
the commission are represented on the 
advisory board of the book series.  

c) Commission Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Change Newsletter: 
The commission newsletter has been 
published online since 2012 with two issues 
annually. It is also send to all corresponding 
commission members. 

4.2. Ad hoc Publications 

Besides these regular publications of the 
commission a number of ad-hoc publications 
have been outcome of the events organized by 
the commission: 

 Müller D.K. &Więckowski M. (eds.) 
(2018). Tourism in Transitions: Recovering 
Decline, Managing Change. Cham: 
Springer.  

 Hall, C.M. & Müller, D.K. (eds.) (2018). 
Routledge Handbook of Second Home 
Tourism and Mobility. London: Routledge 

5. Archival Contributions 

The Commission‘s newsletters are to be 
forwarded to the IGU-archives.  

www.geoekhist.umu.se/om-
institutionen/personal/dieter-muller/ 

6. Commission Web Page 

The Commission maintains a web page at: 
www.igutourism.org 
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C16.15 Commission on Geoheritage 2018 

1. Membership  

The Steering Committee of Commission on 
Geoheritage (2016-2020) is different with the 
committee of IGU-COG(2012-2016), and now 
it insists of 13 members from 10 countries, and 
they are as following. 

Dr.Wei,Dongying China Weidy@bnu.edu.cn 

José Luis Palacio 
Prieto  

Mexico palacio@servidor.unam.mx 

Yves Girault  France  girault@mnhn.fr 

Prof. Lloyd 
Richardson(Treasurer) 

USA drloyd@sbcglobal.net 

Dr.Thandi Nzama South 
Africa 

atnzama@pan.uzulu.ac.za 

Prof.Dr.James Wilson  USA  wilsonjh@msx.umsl.edu 

Prof.Wolfgang Eder Germany w.eder-geo@hotmail.de 

Prof.Nickolas Zouros Greece nzour@aegean.gr 

Prof. Wang 
Min(Secretary)  

China wangmin@bnu.edu.cn 

Prof. Lynn Moorman Canada moorman@mtroyal.ca 

Prof. Peter 
Bobrowsky 

Canada pbobrows@nrcan.gc.ca 

Dr.Aleń Smrekar Slovenia ales.smrekar@zrc-sazu.si 

Dr.Subhash Anand India sanandpv@yahoo.co.in 

Dr.Daichi Kohmoto Japan daichizu@gmail.com 

 

2. Meetings  

The Commission has had active work and 
organized some meetings and conferences; the 
report summarizes the international meetings 
held in 2018.  

1.1.  EC member meeting 

On March 18-19th,2018, the commission 
members, Dr.Dongying wei, and Dr.Theresa 
Coble and Dr. Yves Girault had EC meeting in 
Beijing and discussed about the publication of 
the International Journal of Geoheritage and 
Parks and the editing issues.  

2.2. 2018 Regional IGU conference in 
Quebec  

On August 7th, Dr. Wei Dongying did the 
presentation titled Establishing the Evaluation 
Index System of Protection Effectiveness for 
Natural Relic Reserves in China and introduced 
International Journal of Geoheritage and Parks 
and the work IGU-COG has done. Dr.Wei 
Dongying met with and Prof.Yukio Himiyama, 
Prof. R.B Singn and Prof. Lynn Mooreman etc 
and talked about IGU-COG‘s recent situation 
and invited them to attend the International 
Forum on National Parks that would be held in 
Beijing from Oct 9th to 10th.  

2.3 International Forum on National Parks  

The theme of the forum is ―Sustainable 
Development of National Parks‖, which follows 
the following objectives: We should firmly 
establish the concept of innovation, 
coordination, green, openness, and shared 
development, share the knowledge and 
experience of sustainable development of 
national parks, summarize the best cases, 
promote the implementation and improvement 
of policies. We should build a platform for 
political, enterprise and research cooperation in 
the field of national parks, and promote the 
establishment of a system of national parks with 
Chinese characteristics. 

Beijing Normal University is one of the earliest 
universities in the China to study in national 
parks. Faculty of Geographical Science, School 
of Life Sciences, School of Environment and 
other related departments have conducted a 
series of special studies on national 
parks.Including ecological protection, regional 
planning, policies and regulations, technical 
standards, environmental management, and 
interpretation education, etc. We have 
successfully hosted many academic activities 
related to national parks, including national 
park seminars, "National Park Series Lectures", 
etc. 
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In February 2018, Beijing Normal University 
and National Forestry Administration jointly 
established the Northeast Tiger Leopard 
Monitoring and Research Center and the 
National Park Research Institute of Beijing 
Normal University. We established the world's 
largest tiger leopard positioning monitoring 
network. General Secretary Xi Jinping made 
important instructions on the "Advice on 
implementation options of 'China's wild Amur 
tiger and Northeast leopard protect and restore 
major ecological projects'" prepared by the 
Center. The projects hosted and participated by 
the research team of Beijing Normal University 
include: National Development and Reform 
Commission "Research on National Park 
Publicity and Education Capacity Building" and 
"National Park Ecosystem and Natural Cultural 
Heritage Protection Measures and Suggestions" 
, Ministry of Ecology and Environment 
"National Park System Research" and 
"Technical Specifications for Monitoring and 
Assessment of Ecological Environment in 
Nature Reserves", Ministry of Housing and 
Urban-Rural Development "Scenic area 
management technical specification", national 
key research and development plan "Ecological 
protection and management technology of 
natural heritage sites", etc. Beijing Normal 
University also presided over the preparation of 
the "National Park Interpretation System 
Standard" as the responsible unit. The teachers, 
students and cooperative units of Beijing 
Normal University are contributing to the 
development of the national park. 

The International Forum on National Parks 
gathered together national park administration, 
institutional pilot and creation unit, research 
think-tank institution, representative of 
international research institutions and many 
friends. We share the experience of sustainable 
development of national parks, discuss 
strategies suitable for the development of 
Chinese national parks, and realize the platform 
for building international and domestic 
cooperation in national parks, all of which play 

an important role in the development of 
Chinese national parks. 

3. Networking 

IGU-COG cooperated with UNESCO, IUCN 
etc. international organizations about geopark 
programs and also with some national 
government, like China Ministry of Land and 
Resources and Ministry of Housing and Rural 
and Urban Development, China Ministry of 
Environment Protection etc. to promote the 
education and protection of the geoparks. IGU-
COG also cooperated with many local 
governments to promote the development of 
geoparks, like Xiuwu county in Henan 
Province, Shangrao City in Jiangxi Province, 
Taining county in Fujian province etc.  

IGU-COG cooperated with Commission on 
Geography Education and Land Use and 
Coverage Commission in the past four years. 
IGU-CoG invited the members of Commission 
on Geography Education to attend the geopark 
meetings and conferences and discussed how to 
integrated Geography education in Geoparks. 
IGU-COG also has cooperated with LUCC on 
Environmental Map contest since 2004. IGU-
COG encourages the middle school and high 
school students in China to participate in the 
environmental map contest organized by LUCC 
and gave some teachers training on it.  

4. Publication  

IGU-COG‘s website is www.igu-cog.org.  

International Journal of Geoheritag and 
Parks 

The first issue of International Journal of 
Geoheritage was published in June, 2013 and 
till now 10 issues has been published. In 2018, 
Beijing Normal University signed the 
agreement with Keai Publishing House and the 
journal will be published by Keai from 2019 
and it will become quarterly.  

The International Journal of Geoheritage is a, 
referred, multidisciplinary, international journal 
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concerned with the management, policies, 
education, tourism, interpretation, economics, 
protection and sustainable development of 
global geoheritage. Here, geoheritage includes 
geoparks, national parks, protected areas, 
World Heritage sites, and other globally 
significant sites recognized for their geologic 

and geographical value. Covering methods and 
practice of geoheritage studies, the journal 
explores the ways of conservation and 
sustainable development of geoheritage. The 
journal seeks to promote divergent and 
pluralistic visions, ideas and opinions about 
geoheritage.  
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C16.16 Commission on Geomorphology and Society 2018 

1. Membership 

Since April 2018 the Joint IGU-IAG 
Commission/Working Group on 
Geomorphology and Society is newly 
structured and co-chaired by 

- Margreth Keiler, University of Bern, 
Switzerland 
(margreth.keiler@giub.unibe.ch) and 

- Sanja Faivre, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
(sfaivre@geog.pmf.hr). 

The Secretary General is Sven Fuchs, 
University of Natural Resources and Life 
Sciences, Vienna, Austria 
(sven.fuchs@boku.ac.at). 

The chairs and the Secretary General is 
supported by the current steering committee: 

 Full name Gender Country Institution  E-mail address 

 Margreth     margreth.keiler@giu 
Chairperson Keiler Female Switzerland Institute of Geography, University of Bern  b.unibe.ch 

    Department of Geography, University of              
Joint chair Sanja Faivre Female Croatia Zagreb  sfaivre@geog.pmf.hr 

    Institute of Mountain Risk Engineering,              
Secretary and    University of Natural Resources and Life  sven.fuchs@boku.ac.  

Treasurer Sven Fuchs Male Austria Sciences  at 

               

Steering committee    Institute of Geography, University of  piotr.migon@uwr.ed 

member 1 Piotr Migoń Male Poland Wrocław  u.pl  

                  

Steering committee Jiun-Chuan   
Department of Geography, National 
Taiwan              

member 2 Lin Male Taiwan University  jclin@ntu.edu.tw 

                  

Steering committee Jonathan   Department of Geography, University              
member 3 French Male UK College London  j.french@ucl.ac.uk  

          

Steering committee Yuichi S.   
Center for Spatial Information Science, 
The  hayakawa@csis.u-  

member 4 Hayakawa Male Japan University of Tokyo  tokyo.ac.jp 

                  

    Department of Geography and              
Steering committee   South Environmental Science, University of Fort              
member 5 Werner Nel Male Africa Hare  WNel@ufh.ac.za 

        

Steering committee Olav   Department of Geography, University of  olav.slaymaker@ubc 

member 6 Slaymaker Male Canada British Columbia  .ca  
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2. Meetings 

The precursor IGU Commissions on 
Geomorphology and Society orginsed a session 
on ‗GeomorphicProcesses in coupled human 
and natural systems‘ (convenors: Jorge 
Ramirez (Switzerland), MichaelMeadows 
(South Africa) and Jiun-Chuan Lin (Taiwan) at 
the 9th International Conference on 
Geomorphology, 6-11 November 2017, in New 
Delhi, India. During the session 20 international 
research teams presented their studies and 
projects, which lead to interesting discussion 
during and after the sessions. 

The Inaugural Meeting of the Joint IGU-IAG 
Commission/Working Group on 
Geomorphology and Society: Past, Present, and 
Future took place from 7-8 April 2018 in 
Vienna, Austria. This meeting was organized 
by Jiun-Chuan Lin, National Taiwan University 
and Margreth Keiler, University of Bern, 
Switzerland. The field trip was organized by 
Christine Embleton-Hamann, University of 
Vienna, Austria, and Sven Fuchs as well as 
Christopher Lüthgens, both BOKU University, 
Vienna, Austria. 20 international researchers 
attended the meeting which was organised as 
workshop and field trip. 

The next planed meeting of the joint IGU 
Commission/ IAG Working Group on 
Geomorphology and Society will be during the 
EGU from 8-13 April 2018 in Vienna, Austria. 
During the splinter meeting on 

3. Networking 

The current commission is the result of 
collaboration between the previous commission 
of Geomorphology and Society and the Hazard 
Mitigation commission, thus a well-established 
exchange between the different commissions 
exist via different members. As already 
highlighted in the introduction section the IGU 
Commission ‗Geomorphology and Society: 
Past, Present and Future‘ is currently jointly 
organised IGU Commission and IAG Working 
Group, therefore there is also a closely 
collaboration with the International Association 
of Geomorphologists. 

4. Publications 

Further information are available at the website 
http://www.geomorphologyandsociety.info 
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C16.17 Commission on Global Change and Human Mobility 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Members of the Steering Committee 

DOMÍNGUEZ-MUJICA, Prof. Josefina 
(Chair) 
Department of Geography, UniversityofLas 
Palmas de Gran Canaria 
Pérez del Toro, 1, 35003 Las Palmas - Spain 
Tel +34 928 451736, Fax +34 928 451701, E-
mail: josefina.dominguezmujica@ulpgc.es 

STANISCIA, Dr. Barbara (Scientific Secretary) 
Department of European, American and 
Intercultural Studies, Sapienza University of 
Rome 
P.le Aldo Moro, 5, 00185 Rome - Italy 
Tel +39 06 49913417, Fax +39 06 49913541, 
E-Mail: barbara.staniscia@uniroma1.it 

 

FONSECA, Prof. Maria Lucinda 
Centre of Geographical Studies, Institute of 
Geography and Land Planning (IGOT); 
University of Lisbon;R. BrancaEdmée 
Marques, 1600-276, Lisbon, Portugal. E-mail: 
lucinda.fonseca@netcabo.pt 

GÖLER, Prof. Dr. Daniel 
Department of Geography - Geographical 
Research on Migration and Transition; Otto-
Friedrich-University of Bamberg; Am Kranen 
12, D-96045 Bamberg. E-mail: 
daniel.goeler@uni-bamberg.de 

ISHIKAWA, Prof. Yoshitaka 
Department of Geography, Graduate School of 
Letters; Kyoto University;Sakyo-ku, Kyoto 
606-8501 –Japan.E-Mail: 
d54676@sakura.kudpc.kyoto-u.ac.jp 

KRISJANE, Prof. Zaiga 
Institute for Urban and Regional Research; 
University of Latvia;Alberta 10, LV 1215, 
Riga– Latvia.E-mail: zkrisjan@lanet.lv 

LI, Dr. Wei 
Asian Pacific American Studies Program, 
Department of Geography; School of Justice 
and Social Inquiry; Center for Asian Studies; 
Women's Studies; Arizona State University; P 
O Box 874603, Tempe, AZ 85287-4603, USA. 
E-mail: Wei.Li@asu.edu 

MAHARAJ, Prof. Brij 
Department of Geography; University of 
KwaZulu-Natal;Private Bag X01, 
Pietermaritzburg - South Africa.E-mail: 
maharajb@ukzn.ac.za 

MENDOZA, Dr. Cristóbal 
Department of Sociology; Universidad 
Autónoma Metropolitana-Iztapalapa;Av. San 
Rafael Atlixco, 186, Colonia Vicentina. 
Delegación Iztapalapa, CP 09340 México DF. 
E-mail: cmp@xanum.uam.mx 

MICHALKÓ, Dr. Gábor 
Geographical Research Institute; Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences, MTAH-1112, Budapest, 
Budaörsi str. 45. (MTA Research Building) 
Budapest, Hungary. E-mail: 
michalko@helka.iif.hu 

MONTANARI, Prof. Armando 
Department of European and Comparative 
Studies, Universita di Roma "La Sapienza"P. le 
Aldo Moro 5, I-00185 Roma–Italy, E-mail: 
armando.montanari@uniroma1.it 

PORTNOV, Prof. Boris 
Department of Natural Resources & 
Environmental Management, University Haifa, 
Mount Carmel, Haifa, Israel 31905– Israel, E-
mail: portnov@nrem.haifa.ac.il 

1.2. The number of Globility Commission 
members 

The total number of members of the 
Commission is 187 (as of 28 November 2018) 
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trans-bordering, de-bordering and re-
bordering); (iv) transnational, gender and 
inequalities frameworks on refugees; (v) 
processes of development and social 
transformations linked to the refugee 
settlement; (vi) mobility of the members of 
NGO and other institutions in charge of 
humanitarian attention to forced migrants. 

The session was combined with one promoted 
by the Commission on Marginalization, 
receiving the name of ‗Mobility, 
marginalization and conflicts‘ and their eleven 
contributions were developed in two slots. 
Switzerland, Slovenia, Mexico, Argentina, 
Greece, South Africa, Czech Republic, France 
and Spain were the countries where the 
researchers came from. The contributions dealt 
with civil society vs. globalization and 
marginalization; armed conflictsas generators 
of marginalization; marginality and 
opportunities through action-research and 
educational practices; the example of Mytilen 
(Greece) in the reception of refugees; the 
politics of new regionalism in the bordering of 
municipalities in South Africa; the 
marginalization of seasonal migrants in the 
South of Mendoza (Argentina); the 
marginalization of Orthodox Ukrainians in 
Czechia; the theoretical perspective of the local 
governments as interface between local and 
international political positions; and the 
political Spanish role in the context of 
European Union on the named refugees‘ crisis. 
After the mentioned presentations, an average 
number of 40 persons took part in an interesting 
debate about the role of Europe in front of the 
refugees‘ Mediterranean crisis. 

2.2.2. With the name of ‗Youth Mobility in 
Europe‘, the Commission Global Change 
andHuman Mobility participated in Brussels, in 
the Sixth EUGEO Congress on the Geography 
of Europe (2017) in collaboration with the 
HORIZON2020 Research Project 
YMOBILITY. The 15 contributions, from 
Latvia, Italy, Spain, Germany, Luxembourg, 
and Norway, were presented in four slots. The 

topics under examination were: residential 
satisfaction and mobility behaviour; youth 
mobility facing the crisis; policies and 
initiatives supporting young mobile people in 
Europe; youth perceptions on agency in 
mobility structures; youth mobility science 
dissemination; pan-European identity among 
young EU citizens; the social, political and 
economic macro-drivers in European youth 
mobility; youth mobility in Europe eight years 
down the economic crisis; aspirations and 
reality of young returnees; youth mobility and 
regional development; youth mobility in East 
Germany, in Spain, in Italy and the regions of 
provenance of young people in Europe 

2.2.3. The Globility Commission organized 
three own sessions and two joint sessions in 
the Québec IGU Regional Conference 
(2018). 

The first session was entitled ‗Impact of 
Population Dynamics on Regional Disparities 
in Migration‘. It had the aim to anticipate a 
comprehensive interpretation of the factors 
determining and resulting from processes of 
human mobility, and of the regional disparities 
involved. The contributions linked human 
mobility theories and empirical cases of study 
with the geographical global changes in an 
interconnected global world where many 
people leave their homeland in order to seek for 
opportunities, to improve their quality of life or 
to escape from extreme poverty and armed 
conflicts. Five contributions were presented in 
this first session; speakers originated from 
Latvia, Czech Republic, Spain, South Africa, 
and Portugal. The second session was an open 
session with contributions on different issues of 
human mobility by scholars coming from Italy, 
Japan, Canada, and Switzerland. Finally, in the 
third open session, three presentations grouped 
by the geographical provenance of their 
contributors - Italy, Spain, and Portugal – took 
place. 

The two joint sessions were co-organized with 
the commissions on Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure, and Global Change and on Population 
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Geography. The first one - entitled ―Revisiting 
the nexus of tourism and migration‖ - had the 
aim of highlighting the blurred boundaries 
between tourists, retired migrants, returnees, 
second-home owners and labour migrants in 
tourist areas. The second one - ―Population 
Mobility in a context of Climate Change‖ - 
focused on the links between the issues of 
migration, development, climate change, and 
natural hazards. 

2.2.4. In the context of the International 
Conference ‗World Social Sciences 
Forum‘held inSeptember 2018 in Fukuoka, 
Japan, Prof. Yoshitaka Ishikawa (Teikyo 
University, Japan, past Scientific Secretary of 
the Globiity Commission and current member 
of its Steering Committee) promoted an invited 
session by the National Committee of Japan, 
which is Japan‘s affiliate for the International 
Geographical Union. That session, affiliated 
with the IGU commission on Global Change 
and Human Mobility (Globility), was held in 
the Fukuoka International Congress Center; 
four papers were presented by scholars from the 
University of Sydney (Australia), Academia 
Sinica (Taiwan), University of Shizouka 
(Japan) and Aichi Gakuin University (Japan) on 
the issue of migration and social inclusion, in 
line with the title of the call for papers ―Current 
situation of social inclusion for immigrants‖. 
Twenty participants, including the president of 
IGU, attended that successfully session. 

2.3. Planned meetings of the Commission to 
be held in 2019 and topics to be addressed 

For the upcoming 2019 EUGEO Congress 
(Galway, Ireland, May 15-18, 2019), in 
conjunction with the Conference of Irish 
Geographers, the Globility Commission will 
propose two own sessions. The first one is 
entitled ‗International Residential Mobilities. 
New perspectives‘. It invites to think about 
changing trends in international residential 
mobilities from both theoretical and empirical 
perspectives in light of the global economic 
crisis and recent post-crisis trends. The aim is to 
explore simultaneously the subsequent 

processes of urban transformation and the 
mechanisms triggering different forms of 
international migration and tourism 
gentrification. 

The second is entitled ‗BREXIT and human 
mobility. European scenarios‘ and has the target 
of collecting contributions highlighting the 
relevant concerns on intra-European human 
mobility as result of the BREXIT process and 
its expected results. 

3. Networking, Communication and 
Dissemination 

3.1. Networking. As it has already been 
mentioned, Globility has kept contacts with 
otherIGU Commissions to promote joint 
sessions in the IGU congresses or regional 
conferences, as happened with the IGU 
Commissions on ‗Population Geography‘, 
‗Urban Geography‘, ‗Political Geography‘, 
‗Latin American Studies‘, ‗Marginalization‘ 
and ‗Geography of Tourism, Leisure and 
Global Change‘. 

The Globility Commission also collaborated 
with the Commission on Population Geography 
sending to the Québec organizers a joint 
proposal from both Commissions (accepted 
unanimously by the two Steering Committees) 
suggesting the following candidate for 
Luminary Speaker: Prof. David LEY, Professor 
of Geography at the University of British 
Columbia, although this proposal was 
regrettably not considered by the Québec 
organizers. 

3.2. Communication and dissemination. The 
most important obstacle to 
GlobilityCommission is to promote the 
organization of meetings out of the context of 
IGU events, because in recent years, 
universities around the world have experienced 
significant financial constraints and especially 
in less developed countries; these have made 
difficult for a large number of researchers to 
take part in the planned meetings, despite their 
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interest in the Commission activities, expressed 
to the Globility meeting organizers by email. 

In the same direction, in December 2018, a 
special issue of the BELGEO journal (indexed 
in SCOPUS) will be published, with eleven 
articles already assessed by referees and in the 
process of layout, on the issue of Youth 
Mobility. The editors of this special issue are 
Prof. Armando Montanari and Prof. Josefina 
Domínguez-Mujica, respectively former and 
current Chairperson of the Global Change and 
Human Mobility Commission. 

4. Publications 

4.1. Articles and volumes published 

A list of the articles and volumes published by 
some of the Globility members on issues of 
global change and human mobility in the period 
December 2017 - November 2018, in English 
and/or their national languages, is the 
following: 

 Arboleya, A.M. (2017). The Geographies 
of Citizenship in the Greater Mekong Sub-
region: TheDeterritorialized Citizenships of 
Refutable Mobile Myanmar Laborers in 
Suburban Bangkok Periphery. (Master‘s 
Thesis). Trondheim: Norwegian University 
of Science 
andTechnology.http://hdl.handle.net/11250/
2506115. 

 Boldú-Hernández, J. and Domínguez-
Mujica, J. (2018). Demographic aging and 
social exclusion in Las Palmas de Gran 
Canaria degraded worker-class districts. 
Estudios Geográficos, LXXIX, 285. 

 Cedrone, M.C., Iaccarino, C., Baldini, E., 
Cipollone, L., Suppa, M., Bertazzoni, G 
and the EMAHM Group: Baldini, E., 
Bertazzoni, G., Cipollone, L., Gazzaniga, 
V., Grasso, F., Guglielmelli, E., Londei, A., 
Massetti, P., Montanari, A., Pugliese, F.R., 
Ricciuto, G.M., Ruggieri, M.P., Suppa, M., 
Susi, B., Villari, P. (2018). Emergency 
Department as an epidemiological 

observatory of Human Mobility: the 
experience of the Moroccan population. 
Italian Journal of Emergency Medicine, 2. 
ISSN 2532-1285 

 Ţipin, I., Klempiš Bogadi, S. and 
MeŤimurec, P. (2017). Assessing the 
quality of migration statistics in Croatia. In 
V. Janeska and A. Lozanoska (Eds.) La 
population des Balkans à l’aube du XXIème 
siècle/The population of the Balkans at the 
dawn of the 21st century. Skopje: Institute 
of Economics–Skopje, Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius University in Skopje, 193-204. 

 Connell, J. (2017). A Tale of New Cities. 
Development Bulletin, 78, 5-10. 

 Connell, J. (2017). Migration and Climate 
Change: Towards a Secure Future. In R. 
Ketafono (Ed.), A Sustainable Future for 
Small States. London: Commonwealth 
Secretariat, 323-362. 

 Connell, J. (2018). Medical Tourism. In 
Search of an Economic Niche. In D. 
Timothy (Ed.), RoutledgeHandbook of 
Middle East Tourism. Abingdon: 
Routledge, 352-364. 

 Connell, J. (2018). Migration. In G. 
Baldacchino (Ed,), Routledge International 
Handbook of IslandStudies. Abingdon: 
Routledge, 261-278. 

 Connell, J. (2018). Nothing there Atoll? 
Farewell to the Carteret Islands. In T. 
Crook and P. Rudiak-Gould (Eds.), Pacific 
Climate Cultures. Living Climate Change 
in Oceania. Berlin: de Gruyter, 73-87. 

 Connell, J. and Lutkehaus, N. (2017). 
Environmental Refugees? A Tale of Two 
Resettlement Projects in Papua New 
Guinea. Australian Geographer, 48(1), 79-
95. 

 Connell, J. and Lutkehaus, N. (2017). 
Escaping Zaria‘s Fire? The Volcano 
Resettlement Problem of Manam Island, 
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Papua New Guinea. Asia Pacific 
Viewpoint, 58(1), 14-26. 

 Domínguez-Mujica, J., Andreu-Mediero, B. 
and Kroudo, N. (2018). On the trail of 
social relations in the colonial Sahara: a 
postcolonial reading. Social & Cultural 
Geography, 19 (6), 741-763. 

 Fatoric, S., Morén-Alegret, R., Niven, R.J. 
and Tan, G. (2017). Living with climate 
change risks: stakeholders‘ employment 
and coastal relocation in Mediterranean 
climate regions of Australia and Spain. 
Environment Systems and Decisions, 37: 
276-288. 

 Fonseca, M.L., Esteves, A. and 
McGarrigle, J. (2018). Moroccans in 
Portugal: The Role of Networks with the 
Home Country in Migration and Integration 
Processes. In M. Paradiso (Ed.) 
MediterraneanMobilities: Europe's 
Changing Relationships. Springer, 107-
116. Doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-89632-8_9. 

 Gallo, G. and Montanari, A. (2018). 
Coastal and marine tourism: the 
employment system in NorthernLatium at 
the time of economic crisis. Regional 
Statistics, 7(2), 1-22. doi: 
10.15196/RS070204 

 Gama Gato, L., and Salazar, N. B. (2018). 
Constructing a city, building a life: 
Brazilian construction workers‘ continuous 
mobility as a permanent life strategy. 
Mobilities. 
doi:10.1080/17450101.2018.1466504 

 Iorio, S., Migliara, G., di Paolo, C., Mele, 
A., Prencipe, G.P., Paglione, L., Salvatori, 
L.M., De Vito, C. and the EMAHM Group: 
Baldini, E., Bertazzoni, G., Cipollone, L., 
Gazzaniga, V., Grasso, F., Guglielmelli, E., 
Londei, A., Massetti, P., Montanari, A., 
Pugliese, F.R., Ricciuto, G.M., Ruggieri, 
M.P., Suppa, M., Susi, B., Villari, P. 
(2018). Emergency department as an 

epidemiological observatory of human 
mobility: the case of Rome Metropolitan 
Area (EMAHM). A descriptive analysis of 
the visits to the ED of the Northern African 
population. Italian Journal of Emergency 
Medicine, 1. 

 Jacobs, S., Adao Do Carmo, K., Petry, D. 
und Nienaber, B. (2017). The changing 
influx of asylumseekers in 2014-2016: 
Member State responses (country report 
Luxembourg). Luxemburg. 

 Jacobs, S., Adao Do Carmo, K., Petry, D. 
und Nienaber, B. (2018). Rapport annuel 
sur les migrationset l'asile 2017. 
Luxemburg. 

 Jacobs, S., Adao Do Carmo, K., Petry, D. 
und Nienaber, B. (2018). Annual report on 
migration andasylum 2017. Luxemburg. 

 Klempiš Bogadi, S., Vukiš, J. and 
Ţaldaroviš, O. (2018). Life in the historical 
core of Dubrovnik, Dubrovnik: Zavod za 
obnovu Dubrovnika 

 Li, W. and Xu, D. (2018). 

多族裔聚居郊区:北美城市的新型少数族

裔社区》李唯著，徐旳、李唯译，北京

商务印书馆 Translation of Ethnoburb: the 
New Ethnic Community in Urban 
America.Beijing: Commercial Press. 

 Li, W., Bakshi, K., Huang, X. and Tan, Y. 
(2018). Policies for Recruiting Talented 
Professionals from the Diaspora: India and 
China Compared. International Migration. 
doi: 10.1111/imig.12456 

 Li, W., Sadowski-Smith, C. and Yu, W. 
(2018). Return migration and 
transnationalism: evidence fromhighly-
skilled migration. Papers in Applied 
Geography. doi: 
10.1080/23754931.2017.1396553 

 Li, W., Skop, E. and Morken, A. (2017). 
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―Migration‖. In B. Warf (Ed.) Oxford 
Bibliographies inGeography. New York: 
Oxford University Press. doi: 
10.1093/OBO/9780199874002-0038 

 Li, W., Zhao, S., Zheng, L., Yu, W. and Li, 
X. (2018). ―Intellectual Migration and 
Implication: Evidencefrom Chinese Student 
Migration‖. International Migration. doi: 
10.1111/imig.12466 

 Lin, J.P. (2018). The migration of labor 
between Taiwan and Southeast Asia: 
changing policies. 

 Washington D.C.: The National Bureau of 
Asian Research 

 McGarrigle, J., and Fonseca, M.L. (2018). 
Urban diversity and inequality: the role of 
immigration in the socio-spatial 
organization of Lisbon Metropolitan Area. 
In T., Caponio, P., Scholten and R. Zapata 
(Eds.) The Routledge Handbook to the 
Governance of Migration and Diversity in 
Cities. Routledge, 313-328. 

 Mecartney, S. and Connell, J. (2017). 
Urban Melanesia: The Challenges of 
Managing Land, Modernity and Tradition. 
In S. McDonnell, M. Allen and C. Filer 
(Eds), Kastom, Property and Ideology. 
LandTransformations in Melanesia. 
Canberra: ANU Press, 57-84. 

 Memela, S. and Maharaj, B. (2018). 
Refugees, Violence and Gender: The Case 
of Women in theAlbert Park Area in 
Durban, South Africa. Urban Forum. doi: 
10.1007/s12132-018-9356-1 

 Montanari, A. (2017). Food Terroir. 
Tradition, Innovation and Sustainability. In 
G. Motta (Ed.) Foodand Culture. History, 
Society, Communication. Roma: Nuova 
Cultura, 5978. 

 Montanari, A. (2018). Early International 
Research Activities in E. Marra and M. 
Melotti (eds.) Mobilities and Hospitable 

Cities, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, pp.38-57. 

 Morén-Alegret, R., Fatoric, S., Wladyka, 
D., Mas, A., and Fonseca, M.L. (2018). 
Challenges in achieving sustainability in 
Iberian rural areas and small towns: 
Exploring immigrant stakeholders‘ 
perceptions in Alentejo, Portugal, and 
Empordà, Spain. Journal of Rural Studies, 
64: 253-266. doi: 10.1016/j.jrurstud. 
2018.05.005 

 Morén-Alegret, R., Wladyka, D. and Owen, 
D. (2018). Immigrants‘ Integration 
Challenges and Sustainability in Stratford-
upon-Avon. Perceptions and Experiences 
from a ‗Global‘ Small Town in 
Nationalistic Times. In S. Kordel et al. 
(Eds.) Processes of Immigration in Rural 
Europe. UK: Cambridge Scholars 
Publishing, 46-80. 

 Parreño-Castellano, J., Domínguez-Mujica, 
J., Armengol-Martín, M., Peréz-García, T. 
and Boldú-Hernández, J. (2018). 
Foreclosures and evictions in Las Palmas 
de Gran Canaria during the economic crisis 
and post-crisis period in Spain. Urban 
Science, 2(4). 

 Pérez-Caramés, A., Ortega-Rivera, E., 
López de Lera, D. y Domínguez-Mujica, J. 
(2018). La emigración española en tiempos 
de crisis (2008-2017): análisis comparado 
de los flujos a América Latina y Europa. 
CELADE-ECLAC Notas de Población, 
107. 

 Petrou, K. and Connell, J. (2017). Food, 
Morality and Identity: Mobility, 
Remittances and the translocal community 
in Paama, Vanuatu. Australian 
Geographer, 48(2), 219-234. 

 Petrou, K. and Connell, J. (2017). Rural-
urban migrants, translocal communities and 
the myth of return migration in Vanuatu: 
the case of Paama. Journal de la Société 



- 373 -

 370 

des Océanistes, 144-145, 51-62. 

 Petrou, K. and Connell, J. (2018). ‗We 
Don‘t Feel Free At All‘. Temporary Ni-
Vanuatu Workers in the Riverina, 
Australia. Rural Society 27(1), 66-79. 

 Petry, R., Sommarribas, A. und Nienaber, 
B. (2018). Labour Market Integration of 
Third-CountryNationals in EU Member 
States. Country report Luxembourg. 
Luxemburg. 

 Petry, R., Sommarribas, A., Adao Do 
Carmo, K. und Nienaber, B. (2018). 
(Member) States'Approaches to 
Unaccompanied Minors Following Status 
Determination. Country report 
Luxembourg. Luxemburg. 

 Podgorelec, S., Klempiš Bogadi, S. and 
Ńabijan, M. (2017). Leisure time as an 
aspect of quality of life in the population of 
the Municipality of Gornja Rijeka. 
Geoadria, 22 (2): 193-221. 

 Pumares, P., González-Martin, B., 
Montanari, A. and Staniscia, B. (2018). 
Reciprocal Youth Mobilities between Italy 
and Spain: A Question of Elective 
Affinities. Population, Space and Place, 
24(1). doi: 10.1002/psp.2113. 

 Ramazzotti, M. (2017). Prefazione. In F. 
M. Benedettucci (a cura di), Il paese di 
Moab nell’Età delFerro, Monografie 
dell’Atlante del Vicino Oriente antico 1, 
Roma: Editoriale Artemide, 7 (ISBN 978-
88-7575-291-0). 

 Ramazzotti, M. (2018). La nascita dello 
Stato in Egitto. Storiografia antropomorfa 
di alcuni paesaggi di potere ad occidente 
dell‘Eden. In A. Vacca, S. Pizzimenti, M. 
G. Micale (a cura di), A Oriente delDelta. 
Scritti sull’Egitto ed il Vicino Oriente 
antico in onore di Gabriella Scandone 
Matthiae, Roma:Contributi e Materiali di 
Archeologia Orientale XVIII, 567-578 

(ISBN 978-88-6687-139-2; ISSN 1120-
9631). 

 Ramazzotti, M. (2018). Landscape 
Archaeology and Artificial Intelligence: the 
Neural Hypersurface of the Mesopotamian 
Urban Revolution. In V. Bigot Juloux, A. 
R. Gansell, A. di Ludovico (Eds.), 
CyberResearch on the Ancient Near East 
and Neighboring Regions Case Studies on 
Archaeological Data, Objects, Texts, and 
Digital Archiving. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 
60-82 (ISBN 978-90-04-34674-1hardcopy; 
ISBN 978-90-04-37508-6 e-book; ISSN 
2452-0586; doi: 
10.1163/9789004375086_004). 

 Rodríguez-Rodríguez, M. y Domínguez-
Mujica, J. (2018). "Movilidad interior de 
los estudiantes universitarios españoles 
(2001-2015): una lectura geográfica". 
Cuadernos Geográficos, 57 (3). 

 Rosenfeld, M. (2018). Car Connection. La 
filière euro-africaine de véhicules 
d'occasion. Paris:Karthala. 

 Salazar, N. B. (2017). Prefacio. In D. 
Zunino Singh, G. Giucci, and P. Jirón 
(Eds.), Términos clave paralos estudios de 
movilidad en América Latina. Buenos 
Aires: Biblos, 9-11. 

 Salazar, N. B. (2017). Scapes. In L. 
Cavalcanti, T. Botega, T. Tonhati, and D. 
Araujo (Eds.), Dicionáriocrítico de 
migrações internacionais. Brasília: Editora 
Universidade de Brasília, 639-643. 

 Salazar, N. B. (2017). The Maasai as 
paradoxical icons of tourism (im)mobility. 
In A. C. Bunten and N. H. H. Graburn 
(Eds.), Indigenous tourism movements. 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 56-
72). 

 Salazar, N. B. (2018). Momentous 
mobilities: Anthropological musings on the 
meanings of travel.Oxford: Berghahn. 
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 Salazar, N. (2018). Theorizing mobility 
through concepts and figures. Tempo 
Social, 30(2), 153-168. Salazar, N. B., and 
Zhang, Y. (2018). 

季节性度假旅游模式：中国精英阶层的

个案研究. Journal ofSouth-Central 
University for Nationalities (Humanities 
and Social Science), 38(1), 95-103. 

 Silva, A.V. And Fonseca, M.L. (2018). 
Mapas Mentais e Espaços Vividos: 
imigrantes brasileiros na cidade de Los 
Angeles. In S. Siqueira (Ed.) Ligações 
Migratórias Contemporâneas: Brasil, 
EstadosUnidos e Portugal. Editora 
Univale, Governador Valadares, 101-133. 

 Sommarribas, A. und Nienaber, B. (2017). 
L’identification des victimes de la traite des 
êtres humainslors des procédures de 
protection internationale et de retour forcé. 
Luxemburg. 

 Sommarribas, A. und Nienaber, B. (2018). 
Impact of visa liberalisation on countries of 
destination.Luxemburg. 

 Sommarribas, A., Petry, R. und Nienaber, 
B. (2017). Challenges and practices for 
establishingapplicants’ identity in the 
migration process. Luxemburg. 

 Staniscia, B. (2018) La movilidad 
internacional de los jóvenes italianos 
altamente calificados: Motivaciones, 
experiencias y expectativas. Iztapalapa. 
Revista de ciencias sociales y 
humanidades, 84, 49-73. 
<http://revistaiztapalapa.izt.uam.mx/index.
php/izt/issue/archive. 

 Tüske, A., Sommarribas, A. und Nienaber, 
B. (2017). International migration in 
Luxembourg -SOPEMI Report 2017. 
Luxemburg. 

 Tüske, A., Sommarribas, A. und Nienaber, 
B. (2017). Migration International au 

Luxembourg -SOPEMI Report 2017. 
Luxemburg. 

 Wladyka, D. and Morén-Alegret, R. (2017). 
A sustainable touristic place in times of 
crisis? The case of Empuriabrava – a 
superdiverse Mediterranean resort. In W. 
Leal Filho et al. (Eds.) Handbook 
ofSustainability and Social Science 
Research. Berlin: Springer. World 
Sustainability Series, 263-281. 

 Zheng, L., Li, W., Li, M.M. and Chen, 
Y.X. (2018). Destination China: 
International Students inChengdu. 
International Migration. doi: 
10.1111/imig.12464 

 ロイル, ス. (2018). 
島の地理学小さな島々の島嶼性. Tokyo: 
Hosei University Press. ISBN: 978-4-588-
37714-3. (Japanese translation of Royle, 
S.A. A Geography of Islands, Routledge, 
2001). 

4.2. New accurate URL of the commission‘s 
website. 

http://www.globility.org/ 

The Globility website is run by an IT 
independent supporter, webmaster, under the 
supervision of the Chairperson of the Globility 
Commission, Prof. Josefina Domínguez-
Mujica, and under the management of the 
Scientific Secretary, Dr. Barbara Staniscia. The 
website has a new domain since 2014 and, 
together with the regular e-mails, it represents 
the major tool for the exchange of information 
among the members of the Globility 
Commission. 

5. Continuation. Statement of the mission of 
the Commission/Task Force 

The Commission appeals to scholars interested 
in the issue of change and mobility across the 
world. Owing to its ability to link locations and 
societies, human mobility is receiving an 
increasing academic attention among scholars. 
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The ‗Globility‘ Commission (Global Change 
and Human Mobility) promotes a new reading 
and recognition of human mobility in the 
context of globalization, to deepen in the 
exchange of knowledge with regard its different 
forms such as migration and tourism, namely, 
the diverse practises in which human mobility 

is displayed through different countries and 
societies. The geographical perspective allows 
researchers to find this common nexus as an 
important issue in the process of interrelation 
between global phenomena and local 
manifestations. 
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C16.18 Commission on Global Understanding 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1.  Steering committee 

Prof. Benno WERLEN (Chair)  
UNESCO-Chair on Global Understanding for 
Sustainability Friedrich Schiller University 
Löbdergraben 32, 07743 Jena, Germany Phone: 
+49 3941 94 88 40 
E-mail: benno.werlen@uni-jena.de 

Dr. Ibidun O. ADELEKAN 
Department of Geography 
Faculty of the Social Sciences 
University of Ibadan 
Ibadan, Nigeria 
Phone: +234 8023470003 
E-mail: ibidun.adelekan@mail.ui.edu.ng 

Dr. Karsten GAEBLER (Secretary)  
UNESCO-Chair on Global Understanding for 
Sustainability (Scientific Coordinator) 

Dr. Verónica C. HOLLMAN  
Department of Geography University of 
Buenos Aires Buenos Aires, Argentina E-mail: 
vhollman@gmail.com 

Friedrich Schiller  
University Löbdergraben 32, 
07743 Jena, Germany Phone: +49 3641 94 88 
47  
E-mail: karsten.gaebler@uni-jena.de 

Prof. Enrique ALISTE  
Department of Geography University of Chile 
Avda. Portugal 84 
8331051 Santiago de Chile, Chile Phone: +56 2 
9783110 
E-mail: ealiste@uchilefau.cl 

Dr. Katja VINTAR MALLY  
Department of Geography University of 
Ljublijana Faculty of Arts Ańkerţeva cesta 
1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia Phone: +386 1 24 11 
242  
E-mail: katja.vintar@ff.uni-lj.si 

Dr. Luis Berneth PEÑA REYES  
Faculty of Social and Human Sciences  
Externado University of Colombia  
Calle 12 #1-17 Este,  
Bogotá, Colombia  
Phone: +57 3419900  
E-mail: lberneth@gmail.com  

Prof. Je-Hun RYU 
Department of Geography 
Korea National University of Education 
Cheongju-si 
Chung-Buk, 363-791 
Republic of Korea 
Phone: +82 43 230 3616 
E-mail: jhryu@knue.ac.kr 

Prof. Wen-Cheng WANG  
Department of Geography  
National Taiwan Normal University  
162, HePing East Road, Section 1,  
Taipei 10610, Taiwan  
Phone: +886 2 77 34 16 32  
E-mail: wwang@ntnu.edu.tw  

Prof. Shangyi ZHOU 
School of Geography 
Beijing Normal University 
Sheng-Di building at BNU 
No. 19 Xin Jie Kou Wai Street 
Haidian District, Beijing 
P.R. China, 100875 
Phone: +86 10 58807455 
E-mail: twizsy@163.com 

2. Meetings and events 

2.1. Opening Ceremony UNESCO-Chair 
(May 2, 2018, Jena/Germany) 

On May 2, the UNESCO-Chair on Global 
Understanding for Sustainability was offi-cially 
inaugurated at Friedrich Schiller University 
Jena. Benno Werlen is the first human 
geographer to hold one of the 700 UNESCO-
Chairs worldwide. The chairs, which are 
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awarded within the framework of UNESCO‘s 
UNITWIN program since 1992, form a global 
platform for scientific cooperation and a 
laboratory for new con-cepts, as Nada Al-
Nashif, assistant director general for social and 
human sciences at UNESCO, stressed in her 
welcoming speech. The UNESCO-Chairs are 
dedicated to international networking of 
research, teaching and external cooperation in 
the UN‘s central fields of action. As regional 
centers of innovation, they develop new 
solutions for global challenges. Werlen‘s 
appointment as the holder of the new 
UNESCO-Chair is, therefore, a great honor for 
the whole discipline of geography, as Joos 
Drooglee-ver-Fortuijn, first vice-president of 
the IGU, emphasized. With its integrative 
research tradition that combines different 
scientific cultures, its ability to change scale 
and its firm tradition in the educational system, 
geography, according to Droogleever-Fortuijn, 
is virtually predestined for the development of a 
contemporary understand-ing of sustainability. 
To meet this challenge, the new chair can draw 
on the global network of UNESCO-Chairs and 
the partnerships with more than 40 regional 
action centers worldwide, established by the 
International Year of Global Understanding. In 
addition to international scientific cooperation, 
the chair is also embedded in a com-prehensive 
regional academic network, e.g., with 
sociology, economics, political science, literary 
studies, history, religious studies or education 
science. It can thus create important synergies 
for transdisciplinary sustainability research. The 
inaugura-tion was attended by more than 100 
guests from German-speaking geography and 
colleagues from Asia, Latin America, North 
America and Oceania, as well as state officials 
and UNESCO representatives from Germany. 

 

2.2. Project launch event ―Heaven-Earth and 
Habits‖ (June 30, 2018, Beijing/China) 

On June 30, the Beijing Center for Global 
Understanding at Beijing Normal University 

launched a major interdisciplinary project on 
―Heaven- Earth and Habits‖. The project is 
funded by the Chinese Hengyuanxiang Group 
and will, in the course of the next two years, 
address topics such as the relationship between 
heaven-earth and living, production, 
entertainment, thinking, and social habits. 
Research will be carried out by colleagues from 
the humanities and the social sciences. At the 
launch event, Prof. Bojie Fu (President of the 
Chinese Geography Society), Prof. Hao 
Fanghua (Vice President of Beijing Normal 
University), and Mr. Zhongwei Chen, General 
Manager of Hengyuanxiang Group, delivered 
welcoming speeches. Mr. Zongxing Chen, the 
project leader and the former vice chairman of 
the Chinese People‘s Political Consul-tative 
Conference, introduced the project framework 
and its foundation in geography. Prof. Shangyi 
Zhou, initiator of the project and member of the 
commission‘s steering committee as well as 
director of the Cultural Geography Commission 
of the Chinese Geographical Society, 
introduced the structure of the project and its 
core topics. 

2.2.1. Seminar ―Nation, globalization and 
geographical imaginations‖ (August 2-3, 
2018, Buenos Aires/Argentina) 

From August 2-3, Verónica Hollman organized 
an international seminar on ―Nation, 
Globalization, and Geographical Imaginations‖ 
at the Universidad de Buenos Aires. The 
seminar addressed one of the pressing issues of 
our time, the re-emerging role of national 
thinking and national frameworks for everyday 
practices. As was dis-cussed in the seminar, 
many scholars have argued in the past that 
nations have lost their importance in the course 
of globalization. At the same time, however, the 
study of some cultural practices has 
demonstrated that there are contemporary 
processes that are reinforcing the national issue 
in the global agenda. During the seminar, 24 
researchers from Brazil, Chile and Argentina 
discussed the geographical imagina-tions 
involved in the reconceptualization of nation 
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focusing on how they emerge throughout 
environmental, touristic, ethnic and territorial 
appropriation disputes. Besides the 24 
researchers directly involved by presenting their 
research papers, more than 60 people 
participated in the seminar. 

2.3. Session ―2020s Science Decade of Global 
Understanding‖ at the World Social Science 
Forum (September 23-30, 2018, 
Fukuoka/Japan) 

At the 2018 World Social Science Forum 
(WSSF) the commission organized a ses-sion 
on the Science Decade (SDGU) project. The 
WSSF is the social sciences‘ global platform 
for researchers, funders and policymakers. In 
2018, the conference was held under the title 
―Security and equality for sustainable futures‖. 
The presenta-tion of the commission‘s SDGU 
project was very well attended. Organized by 
Benno Werlen, the session involved papers by 
Prof. Yukio Himiyama, President of the IGU, 
on the question ―How can the Global 
Understanding Initiative Promote Grass-root 
Activities for Sustainability?‖; Prof. Carlos 
Torres, holder of the UNESCO-Chair for 
Global Citizenship Education at UCLA (USA), 
on ―Global Understanding to Global 
Citizenship Education: Civic Education for the 
Twenty First Century‖; and by Benno Werlen 
on ―Global Understanding as a pre-condition 
for Sustainable Futures. The Aims and claims 
of the 2020s Science Decade of Global 
Understanding‖. The dis-cussant was Dr. 
Mathieu Denis, Science Director of the 
International Science Council (ISC). The 
comments made by Mr. Denis regarding the 
proclamation of the SDGU by the ISC were of 
particular importance. The catalog of questions 
and suggestions pre-sented by him proved to be 
very valuable for the project‘s further 
programmatic development. Further 
suggestions, in particular those from the 
President of the Inter-national Union of 
Anthropological and Ethnographical Sciences, 
Prof. Junji Koizumi, Prof. Sander van der 
Leeuw (2012 United Nations Champion of the 

Earth for Science and Innovation, Arizona State 
University), and Prof. Melissa Leach (Director 
of the Institute of Development Studies, 
University of Sussex), will form an important 
basis both for the further elaboration of the 
SDGU and for the implementation of the pro-
gram. 

2.4.  Seminar ―Transdisciplina e 
interdisciplina como desafíos: Una mirada 
desde los territorios forestales‖ (November 
30, 2018, Santiago de Chile) 

On November 30, 2018 a seminar on 
―Transdisciplinarity and interdisciplinarity as 
challenges: A view from forestry territories‖ 
was held at the Universidad de Chile (Santiago 
de Chile). The event was organized under the 
auspices of the commission by its steering 
committee member Enrique Aliste. The 
interdisciplinary seminar involved presentations 
by colleagues from the University of São Paulo 
and the Stockholm Resilience Center (SRC, 
Sweden). It was geared to stimulate interdisci-
plinary exchange between urban and rural 
geography, political science, economics, and 
sustainability studies. The papers and 
discussion contributions covered topics such as 
the social dimension of agrarian development in 
Brazil, or the relationship between forestry, 
climate change, and the financial sector. The 
format of smaller, thematically focused 
seminars proved to be highly productive. 

2.5. Seminar ―Natures and cultures in 
dispute. Perspectives and discussions about 
the appropriation of nature‖ (December 4-5, 
2018, Santiago de Chile) 

Nature is a key issue in Global Understanding, 
and understanding the production and 
appropriation of nature is vital for successful 
sustainability policies. From December 4-5, a 
binational seminar at the Pontificia Universidad 
Católica de Chile addressed the relationship 
between nature and Global Understanding. 
Under the auspices of Verónica Hollman, 
member of the commission‘s steering 
committee, 14 papers from researchers from 
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Argentina and Chile were given. The research 
projects that were presented involved topics 
such as the production of new natures through 
everyday practices, or discourses around 
environmental conflicts and biosphere reserves 
in Argentina and Chile. The seminar was well 
attended and involved more than 20 discussants 
and critical participants. 

3. Networking 

3.1. Opening Ceremony of the International 
Science Council (ISC)(July 4-5, 2018, 
Paris/France) 

From July 4-5, Commission Chair Benno 
Werlen, attended the inauguration ceremo-ny of 
the newly founded International Science 
Council (ISC). The ISC – as a result of the 
merger of ICSU and ISSC – represents our 
commission‘s main aim of strength-ening the 
integration of the social and the natural sciences 
in an exemplary way. The attendance of its 
founding meeting in Paris offered the 
opportunity to foster existing and establish new 
partnerships for collaboration with the 
commission. In particular, support for the 
initiative on a 2020s Science Decade for Global 
Understanding (SDGU) was put forward at the 
event. For instance, intensive and highly 
productive discussions were held with the 
UNESCO Directors for Natural Sciences (Dr. 
Flavia Schlegel) and Social Sciences and 
Humanities (Nada Al-Nashif), and with the 
UNESCO Program Officer for Social Sciences 
and Humanities, Dr. John Crowley. In addition, 
contacts were established with potential SDGU 
partners, including the for-mer Director of the 
London School of Economics, Prof. Craig J. 
Calhoun (USA), and French President 
Macron‘s Science and Education Advisor, 
Thierry Coulon. 

3.2. Taiwan lecture series and SDGU 
meetings (September 13-23, 2018, Taiwan) 

From September 13-23, Benno Werlen gave a 
series of lectures and put forward the planned 
Science Decade for Global Understanding 

(SDGU) project in Taiwan. The lecture at the 
Taiwanese Geographical Society was organized 
in cooperation with the National Taiwan 
Normal University, National Taiwanese 
University and the Taiwan-ese Academica 
Sinica. The event was extremely well attended 
and proved to be fruit-ful. In addition to the 
geographical community, the Geological 
Society and the humanities and social sciences 
faculties were also represented. The lecture was 
fol-lowed by a post-colloquium at which the 
further procedure for initiating the SDGU was 
discussed with representatives of the above-
mentioned institutions. The first result of this 
discussion was an invitation by the Taiwanese 
Minister of Education, Mr. Jiunn-Rong Yeh, to 
the Ministry of Education in Taipei on 2018 -
09-18, together with the Director of the Institute 
of Geography, Prof. Su Shew-Jiuan, and the 
Head of the IYGU Regional Action Center for 
Taiwan, Prof. Wen-Chen Wang. In the 
discussion, the strategy for the establishment of 
a national curriculum ―Global Understanding‖ 
for all educational levels up to the vocational 
schools was drafted. The aim of the Taiwan 
project will be to develop a model for the 
integration of ―Global Understanding‖ into 
national education, art, and sustainability 
policies. In addition to these activities, Benno 
Werlen gave two lectures on the relationship of 
―Global Understanding and Global Citizenship‖ 
and took part in a workshop at the National 
Chiao Tung Universi-ty, Center for Global 
Citizenship Education in Hsinchu (Taiwan). 
The international workshop entitled ―Sharing 
Teaching Experience: Teachers & NGOs in 
Global Citi-zenship Education‖ brought 
together scientists and teachers from 14 
countries. Werlen‘s opening lecture briefly 
sketched the program of the SDGU, the second 
lec-ture elucidated its theoretical basis in 
greater detail. After the conference, the Univer-
sity and the Center for Global Citizenship 
Education declared great interest in becoming 
the SDGU‘s Asian Regional Center for Global 
Citizenship. 
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3.3. German Council for Sustainable 
Development (June 4, 2018, 
Berlin/Germany) 

On June 4, Benno Werlen attended the 18th 
Annual Conference of the German Council for 
Sustainable Development in Berlin in order to 
explore opportunities to further extend and 
strengthen the IYGU-activities in Germany and 
raise funds for a long-lasting project based on 
the commission‘s work on Global 
Understanding. Amongst others, Klaus Töpfer, 
former UNEP Executive Director and German 
Envi-ronment Secretary, provided advice on 
funding schemes of the German Foreign Of-fice 
and the Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research. Furthermore, representa-tives of the 
German Commission for UNESCO offered 
their support. 

4. Publications 

 Aliste E.; Folchi M.; Núñez A. (2018): 
Discourses of Nature in New Perceptions of 
theNatural Landscape in Southern Chile. 
In: Frontiers in Psychology 9:1177. 
DOI:10.3389/fpsyg.2018.01177. 

 Bednarz Witham, S.; Demirci, A., de 
Miguel González, R. (2018) (eds.): 
GeographyEducation for Global 
Understanding. Dordrecht: Springer. 

 Vintar Mally, K. (2018): Regional 
differences in Slovenia from the viewpoint 
ofachieving Europe‘s sustainable 
development. In: Acta Geographica 
Slovenica 58, 2,pp. 31-46. DOI: 
10.3986/AGS.3309. 

 Vintar Mally, K. (2018): Regional 
disparities in sustainable development of 
Slovenia–cohesion or marginalization? In: 
Pelc, S.; Koderman, M. (eds.): Nature, 
tourism andethnicity as drivers of 
(de)marginalization: insights to marginality 
from perspective ofsustainability and 
development, Cham: Springer, pp. 257-269. 

 Werlen, B. (2018) Global Understanding 
and Global Citizenship. In: Global 
Commons Review 1, 1, pp. 49-53. 

 Werlen, B. (2018): Foreword: A new 
paradigm for geographical education. 
In:Bednarz Witham, S.; Demirci, A., de 
Miguel González, R. (eds.): 
GeographyEducation for Global 
Understanding. Dordrecht: Springer, pp. v-
viii. 

5. Commission website 

https://iguglobalunderstanding.jimdo.com 
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C16.19 Commission on Hazard and Risk 2018 

1. Membership 

The following 10 people are the current 
members of the steering committee (SC). 

Takashi OGUCHI (Chair) 
Center for Spatial Information Science, The 
University of Tokyo, Japan 
oguchi@csis.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
http://researchmap.jp/read0007832/?lang=engli
sh 

Masumi ZAIKI (Secretary) 
Faculty of Economics, Seikei University, Japan 
mzaiki@econ.seikei.ac.jp 
http://researchmap.jp/read0123498/?lang=engli
sh 
Honglin HE 
Institute of Geology, China Earthquake 
Administration, China 
honglinhe123@vip.sina.com 
http://en.igl.earthquake.cn/wwwroot/c_0000000
6/d_0010.html 
Jr-Chuan HUANG 
Department of Geography, National Taiwan 
University, Taiwan 
riverhuang@ntu.edu.tw 
http://www.geog.ntu.edu.tw/en/people/professo
rs?id=896 

Jose Enrique Novoa JEREZ 
Area de Ciencias Geogrficas, Universidad de 
La Serena, Chile 
jnovoa@userena.cl 
http://userena.academia.edu/Jos%C3%A9Enriq
ueNovoaJerez 

Veena JOSHI 
Department of Geography, Savitibai Phule 
Pune University, India 
veenaujoshi@gmail.com 
http://www.unipune.ac.in/dept/fine_arts/geogra
phy/Geography_webfiles/faculty.htm 

Cary J. MOCK 
Department of Geography, University of South 
Carolina, USA 

mockcj@sc.edu 
http://artsandsciences.sc.edu/geog/cary-j-mock 

Alessandro C. MONDINI 
Geomorphology Research Group, Istituto di 
Ricerca per la Protezione Idrogeologica, Italy 
Alessandro.Mondini@irpi.cnr.it 
http://geomorphology.irpi.cnr.it/staff/alex 

Sergey A. SOKRATOV 
Faculty of Geography, Lomonosov Moscow 
State University, Russia 
sokratov@geogr.msu.ru 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sergey_So
kratov 

Marie-Jeanne S. ROYER 
Department of Geography and Earth Sciences, 
Aberystwyth University, UK 
mar71@aber.ac.uk 
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/iges/staff/research/m
ar71/ 

There are other 60 corresponding members who 
regularly receive information via e-mail. The 
members are from the following countries 
(number of people in parentheses): Bangladesh 
(1), Chile (1), China (30), Fiji (1), France (1), 
India (9), Israel (1), Italy (2), Japan (8), Mexico 
(1), Nepal (1), Romania (1), Russia (1), 
Slovenia (1), Taiwan (2), Turkey (1), UK (1) 
and USA (7) 

2. Meetings 

2.1. Sessions at the IGU Regional Conference 
in Quebec City, Canada (August 6-10, 2018) 

Our commission had two sessions in the 
conference. One is a session entitled ―Hazards 
and Land Degradation‖, held jointly with the 
IGU Commission of Land Degradation and 
Desertification, on August 8. It had five oral 
and two poster presentations. The session was 
chaired by two SC members of our 
commission: Takashi Oguchi and Alessandro 
Mondini. The topics of the presented papers 
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and posters include evacuation from 
approaching tsunami and resilience of coastal 
communities, landslide detection using SAR 
images, applications of GIS, 
dendrochronological applications, 
desertification and climatic change, and 
education related to hazards. The other session 
is called ―Vulnerability and Ecosystem 
Services‖ on August 10, which had three oral 
presentations. The session was chaired by 
Takashi Oguchi, and the topics of presentations 
include speleothem-based paleoclimate 
reconstruction, mitigation of desertification 
processes, and karst ecosystem services. 

2.2. Session at the National Conference on 
Geographical Science associated with the 
25th years anniversary of the establishment 
of Institute of Geography, Hanoi, Vietnam 
(November 7-8, 2018) 

Our commission organized a session called 
―Hazard and Risk‖ within the conference 
mentioned above, in collaboration with 
Professor Lai Cam, Institute of Geography, 
Vietnam. Although many papers in the 
conference were presented in Vietnamese, all 
six papers in the session and an associated 
keynote lecture by Takashi Oguchi were 
presented in English, because it was an 
international session. The six papers focus on 
typhoons, rainfall, flood inundation, vegetation, 
climatic change, and coastal management. The 
keynote speech was entitled ―Geographical 
education in Japan in relation to natural hazards 
and GIS‖. Takashi Oguchi and Professor Yuei-
An Lieu, National Central University in 
Taiwan, chaired the session. 

The following events are currently planned: 

1.  Session at the IAG Regional Conference 
on Geomorphology in Athens, Greece, on 
September 19-21, 2019.  

The conference will have a session relevant to 
our commission called ―Geomorphological 
Hazards and Risks‖. Our commission will be 
one of its organizers. Details are being 
discussed with the organizing committee of the 
conference. 

2.  Co-organizing the ICEO & SI 
Conference in Tainan, Taiwan, on June 
23-25, 2019.  

ICEO & SI (International Conference on Earth 
Observations and Societal Impacts) is a 
conference organized mainly by TGEO 
(Taiwan Group on Earth Observations), held 
every year. Our commission will be a co-
organizer of its 2019 conference, and arrange 
session(s) related to hazard and risk. Details 
have not been fixed yet, but some negotiations 
were already made with Professor Yuei-An 
Liou, Honorary President of TGEO. 

3. Co-organizing the ICEO & NH 
Conference in Hanoi, Vietnam, in mid-
November, 2019. 

ICEO & NH (International Conference on Earth 
Observations and Natural Hazards) is a 
conference organized mainly by TGEO and the 
Vietnamese Institute of Geography. The last 
conference was held in 2017, and will be held 
again in November 2019. Our commission will be 
its co-organizer, and like the above-mentioned 
case of ICEO & SI, some negotiations were made 
with Professor Yuei-An Liou. 

3. Networking 

 As indicated above, our commission often 
communicates with another IGU Commission, 
Land Degradation and Desertification, to enable 
joint activities. The current SC members of the 
two commissions well understand the 
importance of such collaborations.  

 Collaborations with IAG have been 
realized as mentioned above, and will be 
strengthened, following the MoU between IGU 
and IAG. The Chair of our commission, 
Takashi OGUCHI, has been an executive 
committee member of IAG for the 2017-2021 
period, which facilitates such collaborations.  

4. Publications 

URL of the website of commission:  

http://oguchaylab.csis.u-
tokyo.ac.jp/IGU_Hazard/index.html 
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C16.20 Commission on Health and Environment 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Co-Chairpersons: 

Prof. Thomas Krafft, Co-Chair (Netherlands) 
University of Maastricht / e-mail: 
thomas.krafft@maastrichtuniversity.nl 

Prof. Paula Santana, Co- Chair (Portugal) 
University of Coimbra/ e-mail: 
paulasantana.coimbra@gmail.com 

1.2. Steering Committee Members: 

Prof. Raul Guimarães, Steering Committee 
Member (Brazil),  
State University of São Paulo / e-mail: 
raulguimaraes@uol.com.br 

Prof. Liliana Dumitrache, Steering Committee 
Member (Romania)  
University of Bucarest / e-mail: 
dosaredumitrache@yahoo.com 

Prof. Yang Linsheng, Steering Committee 
Member (China) 
Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research (IGSNRR), 
Chinese Academy of Science (CAS) /e-mail: 
yangls@igsnrr.ac.cn 

Prof. Svetlana Malkhazova, Steering 
Committee Member (Russia)  
Moscow State University / e-mail: 
sveta_geo@yahoo.com 

Prof. H. Blaise Nguendo Yongsi, Steering 
Committee Member (Cameroun)  
School of Health Sciences, Catholic University 
of Central Africa  
e-mail: sir_nguendoyongsi@hotmail.com 

Dr. Sarah Lovell, Steering Committee Member 
(New Zealand) 
University of Canterbury /e-mail: 
sarah.lovell@canterbury.ac.nz 

Prof. Aminata Niang-Diene, Steering 
Committee Member (Senegal)  

Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar, 
Senegal/ aminata.niang@ucad.edu.sn 

Prof.SusanElliott,SteeringCommitteeMember(
Canada) 
University of Waterloo / e-
mail:susan.elliott@uwaterloo.ca 

Dr.JulieVallee,SteeringCommitteeMember(Fra
nce), 
CNRS, Paris, France / e-
mail:julie.vallee@parisgeo.cnrs.fr 

1.3. Honorary Members of IGU CHE 

To honor and recognise their valuble 
contribution to the scientific field and their 
longterm leadership the IGU CHE has extended 
honorary memberships to: 

Prof. Yola Verhasselt (Belgium) 
Académie Royales des Sciences d‘Outre-Mer / 
e-mail: kaowarsom@skynet.be 

Prof. David Phillips (Hong Kong) 
Lingnan University / e-mail: apias@fn.edu.hk 

Prof. Mark W. Rosenberg (Canada)  
Queen‘s University / e-mail: mark.rosenbe 
rg@queensu.ca 

1.4. Health Geography Researcher Network 

Since 2012 the commission has created a 
Health Geography Researcher Network as a 
regular sub-commission to enhance the direct 
interaction between researchers and to 
specifically reach out to young scientist. The 
intention of the group is to actively contribute 
to the exchange in the field of health geography 
research and teaching and to support health 
geographers in their early career. Currently 16 
researchers are jointly steering the group 
coordinated by two chairpersons: Eva Pilot 
(Netherlands) and Claudia Costa (Portugal). 
The researchers are from the Netherlands, 
Germany, Portugal, Nigeria, China, France, 
UK, New Zealand, Malaysia, Argentina, Russia 
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and Brazil. The steering group is composed of 8 
female and 7 men.  

Some 366 researchers across the globe have 
joined the Health Geography Researcher 
Network through the Facebook webpage, in 
addition to the IGU CHE members.  

More information can be found on the 
International Geographical Union Commission 
on Health and the Environment Researcher 
Network homepage http://www.healthgeograp 
hy.org/ and on the facebook webpage 
https://www.facebook.com/Health-Geography-
Researcher-Network-779298652122288/ 

1.5. CHE Commission Members list by 
Country 

The Commission has 445 members from 60 
countries. 249 members follow the Commission 
through the website. 366 follow the Health 
Geography Researcher Network through the 
Facebook page.In May 2017 the Commission 
revised its member list, removing closed email 
accounts. Therefore, the members list 
represents the membership status in May 2017. 
The Facebook followers list was extracted in 
the 14th December 2018. The Commission 
communication is provided for the listed 
members and also the Facebook followers. 

2. Meetings 

2.1.In the year 2017 

During 2017-2018 IGU CHE has continued to 
actively support and/or co-sponsor key 
meetings and activities for the scientific 
community. A short overview on the main 
activities is provided in thefollowing: 

2.1.1. National Symposium of Health 
Geography - GeoHealth 2017, June 27 - July 
1, Dourados (Brazil) 

The symposium was organized under the theme 
―Health on the Border and the Frontier(s) of 
Health‖. This theme considers the geographic 
context of Brazil's extensive international 

border and the need to broaden the 
understanding of health-disease processes 
through different frontiers of knowledge, 
ethnic, geographical, otherness, humanity. The 
expected results of the 8th edition of GeoHealth 
were: deepening the theoretical-practical 
discussions of Geography and Health, 
strengthening national and international 
networks of researchers, and exchanging 
experiences from different contexts. The 
relevance of this event is becoming wider since 
it has significant presence of Latin American 
researchers. 

2.1.2. IMGS'2017 Conference, July 2-
7, Anger (France) 

The 17th IMGS was entitled ―Practicing health 
and medical geography in 2017‖. Three main 
questions were addressed during the 2 plenary 
sessions and 63 parallel sessions: 1) How does 
the diffusion of health care, medical models and 
practices participate to the globalization 
process? 2) How does the socio-spatial 
distribution of health-related resources improve 
spatial justice? And 3) How does the wide 
range of methods currently used to collect data 
impact research in health and medical 
geography?  

The audience was composed of 279 delegates 
from 30 countries. Like in the previous editions, 
IMGS has evolved as an excellent platform for 
young scientists to present and discuss their 
research and also to present and discuss new 
ideas and work in progress in an workshop 
discussion format. Selected papers will be 
published in Health and Place or Social Science 
Medicine. A Business Meeting of the CHE 
Steering Committee was organized on the 6th 
of July to know how it is the organization of the 
18th IMGS and discuss the location of the 19th 
IMGS. The Health Geography Researcher 
Network organized an open meeting on the 4th 
of July to present the sub-commission and is 
future activities and invite interested 
participants - in particular the young scientist - 
to actively join the network. 
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2.1.3. 14th International Conference on 
Urban Health, September 26-29, Coimbra 
(Portugal) 

The overall theme of ICUH2017 was: Health 
Equity: The New Urban Agenda and 
Sustainable Development Goals. ICUH2017 
received 1380 abstracts considered for 
evaluation of persons coming from 65 
countries, from which 30% were accepted. 
Thus, the total of 578 communications (oral and 
posters) represents 55 countries. The top 10 
countries of received communications are: India 
(67), Brazil (66), UK (54), US (52), Portugal 
(37), Spain (29), Australia (18), Canada (17), 
China (16), and Germany (15). The Conference 
was attended by 640 delegates and participants 
from 65 countries, from those 62% are from 
high income countries and 38% from low 
income countries. The plenary sessions 
encompassed the following themes: i) 
Integrating work on the SDGs and the New 
Urban Agenda to improve Health Equity in 
Cities; ii) Understanding and Addressing 
Demographic, Epidemiological and Societal 
Changes in Cities; iii) Urban Governance and 
Equity-oriented Policies; iv) Healthy Urban 
Planning, Measurement and Metrics: Data and 
Research; v) Urban Health Care Systems in 
Cities – Access, Services and Quality; vi) 
Environmental Health and Urban 
Sustainability. 

Paula Santana, on behalf of IGU CHE, was the 
President of the Organizing Committee. IGU 
CHE was also one of the funding partners, 
supporting financially the participation of 
young health geographers from Africa in this 
meeting. Furthermore, during the conference an 
International Geographical Union meeting took 
place involving the International Geographical 
Union's Commission on Health and 
Environment (IGU CHE) and Sub-Commission 
(Health Geography Research Network). At this 
meeting two main items were discussed: i) 
Current status of Planetary Health Initiative, 
SDG research and Future Earth; ii) Review and 
update of current working plan for the period 

2017-2020. 

2.1.4. 12th International Seminar on Medical 
Geography ―Health, Ethics and Migration‖, 
December 14-16, Perugia, Italy 

The Seminar focused on the theme of 
relationships that may arise between "health, 
ethics and migration", divided into three 
sessions, the fourth reserved for free 
contributions on the problems of Medical 
Geography. It was attended by 72 Collegues 
speakers, of which 28 from European and extra-
European countries. 43 reports were presented 
that allowed to examine, in many ways, the 
methodologies of the scholars of the various 
scientific fields. These relationships have given 
rise to interesting discussions that have allowed 
us to deepen the topics dealt with, and which 
were reported in the initial part of the volume of 
Acts. IGU CHE was co-sponsor of this thematic 
conference. 

2.2. In the year 2017-2018 

2.2.1. Session ―Shaping Urban Environments 
for more Equitable and Healthier Places‖ 
on World Health Summit Regional 
Meeting, 2018, April 19-20, Coimbra 
(Portugal) 

Paula Santana, on behalf of IGU CHE, co-
organized a well-attended thematic session at 
the World Health Summit Regional Meeting, 
organized by the M8 Alliance. Four relevant 
international speakers gave their insight on the 
topic ―Shaping urban Environments for more 
equitable and healthier places‖: Jo Ivey 
Boufford from the International Society for 
Urban Health, Monika Kosinska from World 
Health Organization, Paulo Freitas from 
Instituto Marquês de Valle Flôr and Steffen 
Nielsen from Novo Nordisk. More than 100 
participants on the Meeting assisted to this 
session. 

2.2.2. 2018 Meeting of French Health 
Geographers, June 14-15, Lyon (France) 
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The meeting gathered members of several 
French networks interested in the links between 
health and the territory, disregarding their 
profile or disciplinary entry: Health 
Commission of the French National Committee 
of Geography -CNFG, Health and Territories 
axis of the International College of Sciences of 
the Territories -CIST and Francophone Review 
on Health and Territories. Julie Vallée 
represented the Commission on this event.  

2.2.3. 12th International Symposium of 
Geospatial Health, June 4-6, Moscow 
(Russia) 

The 12th International Symposium of 
Geospatial Health was organized by the 
Russian Academy of Sciences, under the theme 
of ―Health Geography‖. Svetlana Malkhazova, 
on behalf of IGU-CHE co-organized the 
symposium under the auspices of the 
International Geographical Union (IGU), and 
was dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the 
Institute of Geography of Russian Academy of 
Sciences.The symposium was constituted by 22 
oral presentations from several countries (e.g. 
Russia, Portugal, Italy, the Netherlands, United 
States of America) exploring significant topics 
of health geography research. Sessions were 
chaired by Svetlana Malkhazova, laura Rinaldi, 
Fedor Korenny, Robert Bergquist and Sherif 
Amer. The occasion provided an opportunity to 
make an overview of international trends in 
geography‘s development, to analyze the 
growing impact of scientific research 
internationalization, the aggravation of global 
problems, changing theoretical paradigms, 
radical renewal of research methods and 
predictions‘ validity, as well as to strengthen 
the integration between social and 
environmental branches of geography. 

2.2.4. IGU Quebec 2018 Conference, August 
6-10, Quebec (Canada) 

During the 34th International Geographical 
Conference – Accounting for Difference, four 
oral presentation sessions and one poster 
session was organized by IGU CHE under the 

topics: Global Health and Planetary Health: 
Concepts and Evidence, Health Policy and 
Systems Research and Urban Environmental 
Health. Presenters from 11 countries came to 
those sessions, delivering more than 15 oral 
presentations. 

2.2.5. International Seminar Geography & 
Health: Theory and Method, September 27-
28, University of Brasilia (Brazil) 

The Seminar aimed to discuss, through an 
international vision, the main methods and 
theories currently used in the field of Health 
Geography. The event featured national and 
international speakers from several universities 
and research institutes in Brazil, Latin America, 
France, Netherlands, Cuba and Argentina. This 
seminar allowed the expansion and insertion in 
the international debate of researchers, 
professors and undergraduate and graduate 
students, as well as professionals from different 
areas that deal with health geography in their 
daily lives. IGU CHE was co-organizer of this 
Seminar. Thomas Krafft represented the 
Commission on this event. 

2.2.6. Health Geography Tour Workshop 
2018, October 10, December 14 (France) 

Two maternity visits have been organized in 
2018 by National Committee of Geography of 
Health (CNFG) and École des hautes études en 
santé publique (EHESP). These visits to a 
public and a private maternity allowed to the 
participants to have a closer look on access to 
Maternity Services in France. Julie Vallée has 
represented the Commission on those visits.  

2.2.7. Health, Well-being and Quality of Life 
Session on Colóquio Ibérico de Geografia 
2018, November 5-6, Lisbon (Portugal) 

Paula Santana, on behalf of IGU CHE, co-
organized a well-attended thematic session at 
the Iberian Geography Colloquium (Colóquio 
Ibérico de Geografia). 52 researchers presented 
22 oral presentations organized in 5 sessions. 
Coming from Portugal and Spain, they 
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presented the results from their research at 
international, national, regional and local scales. 
Mortality, Morbidity, Mental Health, 
Population Health, Built Environment, Access 
to Health Care and population distribution 
where some of the topics being presented. 

3. Networks 

IGU CHE members are actively involved in 
two international networks, the International 
Council for Science (ICSU) and the 
International Society on Urban Health (ISUH). 
Collaboration with ICSU on 2017-2018 period 
follow the same activities reported before. 

Regarding ISUH, IGU CHE is part of the 
Scientific Committee of the Annual 
Conference, supporting is organization, 
evaluating the quality of the presentations and 
disseminating the Conference through their 
members. 

4. Publications/ Dissemination: 

4.1. Books 

Giovanni De Santis (a cura di), Salute, Etica, 
Migrazione, Dodicesimo Seminario 
Internazionale di Geografia Medica (Perugia, 
14-16.12.2017), Perugia, Guerra Edizioni Edel 
srl, 2018, ISBN 978-88-557-0627-8. 

4.2. Journals 

The Revue Francophone sur la Santé et les 
Territoires aims to increase the visibility of 
health geographers publication in the 
francophone academic world and toward the 
anglophone audience as well. The journal is 
hosted on the Open Journal Edition platform. 
14 papers have been published in 2017 and 
2018. More information: https://rfst 
.hypotheses.org/ 

 A special issue of the Journal Sustainability 
(https://www.mdpi.com/ 
journal/sustainability/special_issues/challen
ges_and_responses_to_population_health_a
nd_urbanization) was published under the 

topic "Challenges and responses to 
population health and urbanization in the 
21st century". Contributions are mainly 
from the papers presented at IGU CHE pre-
conference at Xi‘an in August 2016. In 
2017, 11 papers where published on this 
special issue. 

 A special issue of the Journal Salud 
Colectiva (http://revistas. 
unla.edu.ar/saludcolectiva/ 
article/view/1763) was published under the 
topic "Geografía de la salud: bases y 
actualidad‖. 10 papers where selected and 
published on volume 1 of the Journal in 
2018. 

 A special issue of the Journal International 
Journal of Environmental Research and 
Public Health (https://www.mdpi.com/j 
ournal/ijerph/special_issues/geographic_ 
disparities) will be published under the 
topic "Social Determinants and Geographic 
Disparities in Health and Health Care". The 
call for papers will end in the end of 2018. 

 A special issue of the Journal ―Geography. 
Environment. Sustainability‖ dedicated to 
the XII International Symposium of 
Geospatial Health will be published in 
2019. 

4.3. Papers resulting from Health 
Geographers Meetings 

Ergler C., Lovell SA., Watkins A., Milligan C., 
Thompson L., Exeter D. and Kearns R. (2017) 
Looking back and moving forward: Health 
geography in Aotearoa and beyond. New 
Zealand Geographer 73(3): 205-217. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/nzg.12169 

4.4. Webpage 

 IGU CHE website http://www.iguhep.org/ 
includes announcements, member 
information, reports and meeting minutes. 
Around 350 visitors are accessing the page 
on a weekly basis. All relevant 
announcements for the webpage can be sent 
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to the webpage manager Eva Pilot 
(eva.pilot@maastrichtuniversity.nl). 

 The health geography Researcher‘s 
network of the commission can be found in 
addition to the IGU CHE webpage on 
http://www.healthgeography.org. Around 
250 visitors are accessing the page on a 
weekly basis. All relevant announcements 
for the webpage can be sent to the webpage 
manager Eva Pilot (eva.pilot@maastric 
htuniversity.nl). 

4.5. Facebook 

The Health Geography Researcher Network has 
initiated a Facebook page for Health geography 
researchers to interact and exchange vacancies 
and information on conferences and interesting 
publications and so on. The link to the open 
Facebook group page is 
https://www.facebook.com/Health-Geography-
Researcher-Network-779298652122288/ 
Currently around 366 people are part of the 
group on Health Geography Researcher 
Network on Facebook. 
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C16.21 Commission on History of Geography 2018

1. Membership 

1.1. Commission Members – Mandate 2016-
2020 

Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg (Chair) 
University of Milan-Bicocca 
Piazza dell'Ateneo Nuovo, 1 
20126, Milano 
0264484848 
marcella.schmidt@unimib.it 

Marie-Vic Ozouf-Marignier (Vice-Chair) 
EHESS 
190-198 Avenue de France 
75244 Paris cedex 13 
(33) 01 49 54 24 65 
marie-vic.ozouf-marignier@ehess.fr 

Federico Ferretti (Secretary-Treasurer and 
Website editor) 
University College Dublin 
School of Geography 
H015 Newman Building 
Belfield - Dublin 4, Ireland 
federico.ferretti@ucd.ie 
(353) 1 716 8176 

Elizabeth Baigent 
Wycliffe Hall, University of Oxford 
Oxford OX2 6PW 
+44 (0)1865 285070 
elizabeth.baigent@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

André Reyes Novaes 
Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, 
Departamento de Geografia Humana. Rua São 
Francisco Xavier, 524 
Maracanã 
20550-013 - Rio de Janeiro, RJ - Brasil 
22542542 
andrereyesnovaes@gmail.com 

Guy Mercier 
Centre interuniversitaire d‘études sur les lettres, 
les arts et les traditions (CELAT) Département 
de géographie 
Université de Laval 

Pavillon Charles-De Koninck 19 
Local 6259 
Québec G1K 7P4 
Canada 
1 418 656 2131 ext. 2574 
E-mail: Guy.Mercier@ggr.ulaval.ca 

Tamami Fukuda 
School of Environmental System Sciences 
Osaka Prefecture University 
1-1 Gakuen-cho, Naka-ku 
Sakai, Osaka 599-8531 
JAPAN 
(81) 72-254-9633 
E-mail:tamami@hs.osakafu-u.ac.jp 

Leon Yacher 
Department of Geography 
Morrill Hall 118A 
Southern Connecticut State University 
501 Crescent Street 
New Haven, CT 06515-1355 
United States of America 
(001) 203-392-5825 
E-mail: yacherl1@southernct.edu 

Perla Zusman 
CONICET/Instituto de Geografía, Universidad 
de Buenos Aires Puán 480, 4to piso 
CP 1406. Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires 
Argentina 
(005411) 4432-0606 int 116 
E-mail: perlazusman@yahoo.es 

Bruno Schelhaas 
Leibniz-Institut für Länderkunde 
Schongauerstraße 9 
04328 Leipzig 
(49) 341 600 55-151 
B_Schelhaas@ifl-leipzig.de 
Judite Nascimento 
Departamento de Ciència e Tecnologia 
Universidade de Cabo Verde 

Campus do Palmarejo 
Praia, Santiago 
Cabo Verde 
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(00238 2621054) 
E-mail: judite.nascimento@adm.unicv.edu.cv 

Vincent Berdoulay (Honorary chairs) 
Département de Géographie 
Laboratoire Société, Environnement, Territoire 
Université de Pau et des Pays de l‘Adour 
Domaine Universitaire 
64000 Pau, France 
(33) 5 59 40 72 59 
E-mail: vincent.berdoulay@univ-pau.fr 

Jacobo García-Álvarez (Honorary chairs) 
Departamento de Humanidades: Historia, 
Geografía y Arte Universidad Carlos III de 
Madrid 
C/ Madrid 126, Edificio 14, despacho 14.2.13 
28093 Getafe 
Spain 
(34) 91 624 92 13; 
E-mail: jacobo.garcia@uc3m.es 

Michael Heffernan (Honorary members) 
School of Geography 
University of Nottingham 
University Park 
Nottingham, NG7 2RD 
United Kingdom 18 
01 15 84 66144 
E-mail: Mike.Heffernan@nottingham.ac.uk 

Jean-Yves Puyo (Honorary members) 
Département de Géographie 
Laboratoire Société, Environnement, Territoire 
Université de Pau et des Pays de l‘Adour 
Domaine Universitaire 
64000 Pau 
France 
(33) 5 59 40 72 77 
E-mail: jean-yves.puyo@univ-pau.fr 

Charles W. J. Withers (Honorary members) 
Institute of Geography 
University of Edinburgh 
Drummond Street 
Edinburgh EH8 9XP 
(44) 131 650 2559 
E-mail: c.w.j.withers@ed.ac.uk 

Joao Carlos Garcia (Honorary members) 
Departamento de Geografía 
Facultade de Letras 
Universidade do Porto 
Via Panorâmica s/n 
4150-564 Porto, Portugal 
(22) 6077189 
E-mail: jgarcia@letras.up.pt 

Jan Vandersmissen (Honorary members) 
Centre d‘Histoire des Sciences et des 
Techniques Université de Liège 
17 place Delcour 
4020 Liège 
Belgium 
(32) 479 930749 
E-mail: Jan.Vandersmissen@ulg.ac.be 

The Commission Business Meeting takes place 
normally once a year during the Commission 
symposium for the Geographical Congresses or 
UGI Regional Conferences. The last one was in 
Quebec City, August 2018. 

https://web.univ-pau.fr/RECHERCHE/UGIHG/ 

Over the aforementioned commission members, 
the Commission have a contacts‘ mailing list 
containing more than 500 recipients in all the 
continents. 

2. Activities since November 2017 

In occasion of the IGU regional Conference in 
Quebec City (6-10 August 2018), we organised 
or co-organised the following symposia: 

 C23-SP1. Culturally or linguistically non-
dominant geographies: Obsolescence, 
fantasy or necessity / Les géographies 
culturellement ou linguistiquement non 
dominantes : obsolescence, fantasme ou 
nécessité ? [Convenors: Mario Bédard; 
Anne Gilbert; Guy 

 Mercier; Jhon Williams Montoya; 
Guilherme Ribeiro; Marcella Schmidt di 
Friedberg; Sorina Voiculescu] 
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 C23-SP-2. Indigenous Spatial Capital: 
Turning Places, Knowledge and Practices 
Into Mapping Processes / Capital spatial 
autochtone : transformer les lieux, savoirs 
et pratiques en processus cartographiques 
[Convenors: Caroline Desbiens; Carole 
Levesque; Béatrice Collignon; Irène Hirt]. 

 C23-SP-3. Theoretical geographies: The 
contribution of geography to social theory 
and the production of geographical 
concepts / Géographies théoriques : 
L‘apport de la géographie aux théories 
sociales et la production de concepts 
géographiques [Convenors: Marcella 
Schmidt di Friedberg; Mathis Stock; Anne 
Volvey; Mario Bédard; Guy Mercier] 

 C23-SP4. Revisiting Paul Vidal de la 
Blache‘s thought / Revisiter la pensée de Paul 
Vidal de la Blache [Convenors: Vincent 
Berdoulay; Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg; 
Guy Mercier; Guilherme Ribeiro]. 

 C23-SP100. Open session / Session libre [Guy 
Mercier, Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg]. 

3. Future plans 

 For 2019, the Commission launched a call 
for paper for the following annual 

symposium that we are organising at UCD 
School of Geography from 10 to 12 July 
2019. 

 International Symposium on the History of 
Geographical Thought, GEOGRAPHIES OF 
IDENTITIES AND IMAGINATIONS/ 
Symposium international d‘histoire de la 
géographie, GEOGRAPHIES DES 
IDENTITÉS ET DES IMAGINAIRES 
[Convenors: Federico Ferretti and Arlene 
Crampsie]. 

 No changes in the Commission‘s structure 
are planned for next year. 

4. Publications: 

 Geographers, Biobibliographical Studies, 
vol. 37 (2018), edited by Elizabeth Baigent 
and André Reyes Novaes 
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/geograph
ers-9781350085503/ 

 [Forthcoming] B. Schelhaas, M. Heffernan, 
A. Reyes Novaes, M. Schmidt, F. Ferretti 
(eds.), Decolonising and Internationalising 
Geography: Essays in the History of 
Contested Science. Berlin, springer, 2019. 
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C16.22 Commission on Islands 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Steering Committee (2017-2021) 

Eric Clark (Chair) 
Professor, Lund University, Department of 
Human Geography, Sölvegatan 10, 22362 
Lund, Sweden, +46–730919496 
eric.clark@keg.lu.se 

Huei-Min Tsai (Vice chair)  
Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of 
Environmental Education, National Taiwan 
Normal University, Taipei 116, Taiwan, +886-
2-77346565  hmtsai@ntnu.edu.tw 

Su-Hsin Lee (Secretary)  
Professor, Department of Geography, National 
Taiwan Normal University, Taipei 106, 
Taiwan, +886-2-77341665 shlee@ntnu.edu.tw 

Steering committee members: 

Bénédicte André, Associate Lecturer, French 
and Francophone Studies, Macquarie 
University, NSW 2109, Australia 
benedicte.andre@mq.edu.au 

Annette Breckwoldt, Alfred Wegener Institute, 
Bussestr. 27, 27570 Bremerhaven, Germany 
annette.breckwoldt@awi.de 

Adam Grydehøj, Research Associate, 
University of Prince Edward Island, 
Department of Island Studies, Charlottetown, 
Prince Edward Island, Canada 
agrydehoj@islanddynamics.org 

Phil Hayward, Professor, University of 
Technology, Sydney, Australia 
Philip.Hayward@uts.edu.au 

Patsy Lewis, Professor, Regional Integration 
and Small States Development, University of 
the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica; Visiting 
Professor, Brown University, Providence, RI, 
USA patsy_lewis@brown.edu 

Tessa Minter, Assistant Professor, Cultural 
Anthropology and Development Sociology, 
University of Leiden, Wassenaarseweg 52, 
2333 AK Leiden, The Netherlands 
mintert@fsw.leidenuniv.nl 

Jonathan Pugh, Senior Research Fellow, 
Newcastle University, UK 
jonathan.pugh@ncl.ac.uk 

James A. Randall, UNESCO Chair in Island 
Studies and Sustainability, Professor of Island 
Studies at University of Prince Edward Island, 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, Canada 
jarandall@upei.ca 

Advisory Board: 

For the sake of continuity and to support the 
new Steering Committee members, previous 
members have kindly agreed to function as an 
Advisory Board during the 2017-2021 term. 

Chang-Yi David Chang, Professor, Department 
of Geography, National Taiwan University, 
Roosevelt Road, Taipei 106, 
Taiwanchangyi@ntu.edu.tw 

Godfrey Baldacchino, Professor, Pro-Rector, 
University of Malta 
godfrey.baldacchino@um.edu.mt 

Beate Ratter, Professor, Geographical 
Institute, University Hamburg, Bundesstr 55, 
20146 Hamburg, Germany ratter@geowiss.uni-
hamburg.de 

Steve Royle, Professor, School of Geography, 
Archaeology and Palaeoecology, Queen's 
University Belfast, Belfast BT7 1NN, Northern 
Ireland, UK s.royle@qub.ac.uk 

Costis Hadjimichalis, Proferssor, Harokopio 
University, Department of Geography, 70 EL. 
Venizilou St, Athens, 17671Greece 
hadjimichalis@hua.gr  
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Gerard Persoon, Professor emeritus, Leiden 
University, P. O. Box 9518, 2300 RA Leiden, 
The Netherlands 
g.a.persoon@fsw.leidenuniv.nl 

Philip Steinberg, Professor, Durham University, 
Department of Geography 
philip.steinberg@durham.ac.uk 

Elaine Stratford, Head of School, Geography 
and Environmental Studies, University of 
Tasmania, Tasmania, Australia. 
Elaine.Stratford@utas.edu.au 

Randy Thaman, Professor, University of the 
South Pacific, Laucala Campus, Fiji 
thaman_r@usp.ac.fj  

François Taglioni, Director of Research, 
Institute of research on development  
BP 172, 97492 Sainte-Clotilde cedex, Reunion 
island tagli@diplomacy.edu 

The circulation list of corresponding members 
includes over 400 names from 35 countries: 
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, 
China, Denmark, Fiji, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Greenland, Hong Kong, 
India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Malta, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Philippines, Poland, Reunion Islands, 
Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, United 
Kingdom, United States, Virgin Island. 

The Commission on Islands (C16.22) has been 
active for over a decade now, having been 
approved by the IGU Executive Committee at 
the IGU Brisbane Conference in July 2006. 
Since its inaugural conference was held in 
Taipei, Taiwan in 2007, the Commission has 
gathered scholars from around the world who 
are interested in studying islands as distinct 
geographical phenomena and in exploring their 
significance in the contexts issues concerning 
global change, sustainability and resilience 
research, cultural geography and humanities, 
political and economic geography, and other 
key aspects of development. Conferences and 
meetings have been organized by the first term 

of Steering Committee solely or jointly co-
organized with IGC, or IGU regional 
conferences, or in collaboration with other 
island studies organizations, such as 
International Small Islands Studies Association 
(ISISA) and Island Dynamics. Venues of 
meetings include Taipei, Taiwan (2007), Tunis, 
Tunisia (2008), Ven Island, Sweden (2010), 
Malta (2011), Cologne, Germany (2012), 
Penghu Archipelago, Taiwan (2013), Krakow, 
Poland (2014), Moscow, Russia (2015), and 
Matzu Islands, Taiwan (2016). A first meeting 
of the new Steering Committee members was 
held at an ISISA conference on the island of 
Terschelling, The Netherlands, in June 2018. 
Only a few committee members were able to 
attend, so the first meeting of the Commission 
with capacity to decide on matters concerning 
activities of the Commission was held a few 
months later during a conference (co-organized 
with Island Dynamics) on Pongso no Tau 
(Orchid Island), Taiwan. The following is a 
brief report on the Commission‘s recent and 
planned activities. 

2. Meetings 

2.1. The IGU Commission on Islands 
organized two meetings in 2018. 

2.1.1. 16th Islands of the World Conference 
on the Changing Futures of Islands 

The IGU Commission on Islands organized a 
discussion panel and a paper panel on the theme 
of 'Explorations in Relational and Archipelagic 
Island Studies' at the 16th Islands of the World 
Conference – The Changing Futures of Islands 
– in Leeuwarden/Terschelling, The 
Netherlands, 10-14 June (organized by ISISA).  

Chaired by Adam Grydehøj and Jonathan Pugh, 
the paper session presented island research 
highlighting the importance of relational and 
archipelagic perspectives to understanding 
historical and contemporary island development 
(seven papers by eleven authors). Some focused 
on archipelagic relations, engaging with oceans, 
networks, routes and roots, the aquapelago, 
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assemblages and movements. Others 
foregrounded how island communities are 
constituted and reproduced through relations, 
how connections and disconnections – material 
and immaterial – create island cultures and 
landscapes.  

The panel session involved discussion 
concerning current issues and debates within 
island geographic research as reflected in the 
paper session as well as in the pages of leading 
island journals such as Shima and Island 
Studies Journal. Initiated by panelists Adam 
Grydehøj, Jonathan Pugh, Yaso Nadarajah, and 
Huei-Min Tsai, the discussion explored where 
these debates have taken us and in which 
directions we might proceed. 

2.1.2. Island Dynamics Conference: 
Indigenous Communities, Indigenous Spaces  

Tradition and Change in a Globalising 
World 

The IGU Commission on Islands also 
collaborated in the organization of the Island 
Dynamics Conference: Indigenous 
Communities, Indigenous Spaces–Tradition and 
Change in a Globalising World, held on Pongso 
no Tao, Taiwan, 1-5 October 2018, Pongso no 
Tao, Taiwan. The conference attracted 
participation from 15 countries including 
Canada, Mexico, UK, France, Sweden, 
Denmark, Greenland, The Netherlands, 
Germany, Switzerland, Australia, New Zealand, 
Philippines, Japan, China, and Taiwan, plus 
over 70 indigenous participants from local 
communities on the island of Pongso no Tao. 

The conference was the fruit of collaboration 
with: The Community of Pongso no Tao; The 
Tao Foundation; Island Indigenous Science 
Studio; Lan En Culture and Education 
Foundation (all the above based on the island of 
Pongso no Tao, Taiwan); National Taiwan 
Normal University, Department of Geography 
& Graduate Institute of Environmental 
Education; National Sun Yet-Sen University, 
Center for Marine Policy Studies & Graduate 

Institute of Marine Affairs, Taiwan; 
Ilisimatusarfik/University of Greenland, 
Department of Social Sciences, Greenland; 
RMIT, School of Global, Urban and Social 
Studies, Melbourne, Australia; Ministry of 
Science and Technology, Taiwan; Council of 
Indigenous Peoples, Taiwan; and National 
Prehistory Museum, Taitung, Taiwan. The 
conference conveners were: Adam Grydehøj, 
Huei-Min Tsai, Syaman Rapongan, Syaman 
Lamuran, Tibusungʉ'e Vayayana, Yaso 
Nadarajah, Tzu-Ming Liu, Su-Min Shen, Sendo 
Wang, Su-Hsin Lee (three of which are 
members of the IGU Commission on Islands, 
Steering Committee). 

The conference explored connections between 
indigenous communities and indigenous spaces 
in an age of globalization, involving rapid 
change in the very conceptions of space, place, 
and territory. Is the indigenous only found in 
and through place, or can we envision de-
territorialized indigeneity? Can indigenous 
rights and livelihoods be asserted without 
simultaneously reinforcing, apologizing to, or 
playing by the rules of colonial power? The 
conference included paper sessions and 
keynotes (25 papers by 30 authors), but 
significantly emphasized ample time in the field 
to learn from and engage in dialogue with the 
local indigenous people, the Tao (more time in 
the field than in sessions). The aim was to 
provide opportunities to reflect on and engage 
with intercultural and collaborative political 
approaches by indigenous and non-indigenous 
people and scholars, emphasizing work towards 
ensuring sustainability for indigenous people, 
enhancing social and environmental justice in 
their respective territories, and decolonizing 
structures, relations and ways of being. 

The conference had to deal with a phenomenon 
that the Tao people are used to: a typhoon. 
Unsure of the path of the storm or when the last 
boat would leave, the conference organizers 
managed to reorganize on the spot, relocating 
the second half of the five-day meeting to a 
venue on the south coast of Taiwan. 
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The conference provided an opportunity for the 
Commission to hold a Steering Committee 
meeting on the first evening after the reception 
in Taipei (transfer to the island the following 
morning), with seven members present. The 
committee discussed the lull in activity during 
the transition to a new steering committee, and 
resolved to intensify activities by establishing a 
biannual newsletter, re-introducing a 
Commission website, as well as a Facebook site 
in order to facilitate the sharing of information 
on research projects, publications, workshops, 
societal engagements, etc. These would 
complement actively circulating more 
information regularly on the commission mail 
list. We furthermore discussed organizing 
meetings in 2019 and 2020 (see below).  

2.2. Meetings planned for 2019 and 2020 

At the Steering Committee meeting in Taipei 
(September 30, 2018), we decided to organize 
sessions at the 8th Nordic Geographers Meeting 
in Trondheim, Norway, 16–19 June 2019. In 
line with the conference theme, Sustainable 
Geography – Geographies of Sustainability, the 
sessions organized by the IGU Commission on 
Islands focus on the theme of Sustainable Island 
Geography – Geographies of Island 
Sustainability. Conveners are: Eric Clark, Lund 
University, Chair IGU Commission on Islands; 
Huei-Min Tsai, National Taiwan Normal 
University, Vice Chair IGU Commission on 
Islands; and Gerard Persoon, Leiden University. 
The call for papers has been circulated and we 
have currently received abstracts to fill three 
sessions, allowing for articulation of sub-
themes (deadline is January 10, 2019).  

We discussed participation in the 34th 
International Geographical Congress in 
İstanbul, Turkey, in August, 2020. Furthermore, 
we encouraged committee members to take 
initiatives to organize Commission conferences 
and workshops.  

3. Networking 

The IGU Commission on Islands has 
consistently networked and collaborated with 
other island studies organizations, most 
prominently the International Small Islands 
Studies Association (ISISA) and Island 
Dynamics. It has furthermore collaborated with 
other IGU Commissions, most notably C12.21 
Indigenous Knowledges and Peoples‘ Rights. 
The Commission plans to initiate dialogue with 
other Commissions to look into potential 
collaborations such as co-organizing 
conferences (e.g. staggering days at same 
venue, with overlapping research interests 
convening together at the end of one conference 
and beginning of the other; or, convening 
together throughout, but with some keynotes 
and sessions in plenum). These might include 
Commissions such as C16.14 Geography of 
Tourism, Leisure, and Global Change, C16.39 
Agricultural Geography and Land Engineering, 
or C16.29. Marginalization, Globalization, and 
Regional and Local Responses.  

The experiences of the most recent Commission 
conference on the island of Pongso no Tao have 
given the Commission reason to look further 
into potentials to network with island 
organizations in order to organize conferences 
with higher degree of community/societal 
engagement. 

4. Publications 

Commission members have published many 
articles, chapters and books in 2017-2018. 
Mentioned here are just a few to give a sense of 
the Commission‘s presence in the field of island 
studies. Perhaps most significantly, The 
Routledge International Handbook of Island 
Studies: A World of Islands, 1st Edition, edited 
by Godfrey Baldacchino, was published in June 
2018. Six authors of the 21 chapters are either 
Steering Committee members or Advisory 
Board members of the Commission, while most 
of the others are corresponding members, and 
the editor is on the Advisory Board (previously 
on Steering Committee).  
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Another edited volume on island studies, Island 
Geographies: Essays and Conversations, 1st 
Edition, edited by Elaine Stratford (Advisory 
Board member of the Commission), was 
published in November 2016 (Routledge, 
paperback 2018). Three of the ten chapters are 
authored by Steering Committee and Advisory 
Board members. 

The Steering Committee includes editors of 
three journals, two of which specialize in island 
studies: Island Studies Journal (edited by Adam 
Grydehøj) and Shima (edited by Phil Hayward). 
Commission chair, Eric Clark, is managing 
editor of the Journal of Urban Affairs (editorial 
team of twelve), and handles primarily 
submissions concerning Europe and island 
cities. 

The Steering Committee furthermore includes 
the UNESCO Chair in Island Studies and 
Sustainability, James A. Randall.  

The Commission website is currently no longer 
accessible (previously located at National 
Taiwan Normal University). One of the 
Commission‘s tasks in the immediate future is 
to re-establish its website, to complement the 
above-mentioned Facebook page and mail-lists.  

5. Archival Contributions 

The Commission notes that there has been a lull 
in activity regarding archival contributions 
during the transition to a new Steering 
Committee, and conveys renewed conviction to 
participate more actively in this regard. 
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C16.24 Commission on Land Degradation and Desertification 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Steering Committee (2017-2021) 

Andrea Vacca, Italy (Chair) 
Associate Professor, Department of Chemical 
and Geological Sciences 
Cittadella Universitaria (asse D) – S.S. 554 
bivio per Sestu 
I-09042 Monserrato (CA),Italy 
avacca@unica.it 

Mr. Owen Graham, Australia (Secretary) 
Formerly Sydney Metropolitan Catchment 
Management Authority (retired) 
Sydney,Australia 
owen.comland@gmail.com 

Prof. Greg Okin, USA 
Dept. of Geography 
University of California – Los Angeles,Los 
Angeles, California 
okin@ucla.edu 

Dr. Gregor Ollesch, Germany 
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research - 
UFZ Dept. of Soil Physics,Magdeburg 
gregor.ollesch@ufz.de 

Pawel Prokop, Poland 
Associate Professor, Polish Academy of 
Sciences,Krakow 
pawel@zg.pan.krakow.pl 

Prof. Hugo Romero, Chile 
Department of Geography 
University of Chile,Santiago 
hromero@uchilefau.cl 

Prof. Kate Rowntree, South Africa 
Department of Geography 
Rhodes University,Grahamstown 
k.rowntree@ru.ac.za 

Xavier Úbeda, Spain 
Associate Professor, GRAM (Environmental 
Mediterranean Research Group) Department of 

Physical Geography and Regional Analysis 
Faculty of Geography and History 
Universitat de Barcelona,Barcelona 
xubeda@ub.edu 

Associate Prof. Lea Wittenberg, Israel 
Dept. of Geography and Environmental Studies 
University of Haifa,Haifa 
leaw@geo.haifa.ac.il 

Dr. Matija Zorn 
Anton Melik Geographical Institute 
Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of 
Sciences and Arts,Ljubljana 
matija.zorn@zrc-sazu.si 

2. Meetings 

COMLAND continues to be an active IGU 
Commission, and since the 2008 IGU Congress 
in Tunis has been productive from the 
standpoint of the organization of meetings, 
publications, awards, and in the addition of new 
Members and Steering Committee Members. 

2.1. Proposed Iceland Meeting: 

A planned workshop, meeting and field trip in 
Iceland had been scheduled in mid 2017. This 
activity was cancelled in early 2017 for 
institutional reasons. Subsequently, the 
COMLAND Secretary visited professional 
colleagues in Reykjavik with the view to scoping 
a revised activity in SW Iceland in 2019 or 2020. 
This was privately funded. If this proposed 
activity receives local approval and support, it is 
likely that the model for a workshop, meeting and 
field trip that was successful in recent meetings in 
may be adopted. 

2.2. IGU Commission on Agriculture and 
Land Engineering (AGLE) – Conference 
2018: COMLAND and the AGLE worked to 
develop a conference and field trip for a joint 
Commission meeting in 2018 in Australia. 
COMLAND undertook preliminary planning 
for a 4 day field trip in southern Australia that 
covered land degradation issues and agricultural 
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engineering issues. AGLE‘s contribution was to 
scope institutional arrangements for the 
conference and meeting facilities. 
Unfortunately, this activity was cancelled due 
to institutional problems and AGLE holding 
their October 2018 meeting in another country. 

COMLAND continued scoping and planning 
for a dedicated COMLAND meeting and field 
trip in late 2018 using the proposed itinerary 
from the cancelled joint COMLAND and 
AGLE activity. This proposed activity was also 
cancelled because of scheduling difficulties and 
integration with various academic calendars. 

2.3. IGU Regional Conference – Quebec 
Canada (August 2018): 

COMLAND co-hosted a Session with the 
Commission on Hazard and Risk (CH&R) at 
the IGU Regional Conference in Quebec, 
Canada in August 2018. This Session was 
Chaired by the CH&R. 

2.4. IGU Thematic Conference – Koper 
Slovenia (September 2019): 

The COMLAND Steering Committee has 
agreed to offer sponsorship to support this 
Conference. This should help young geography 
researchers attend and contribute to the 
meeting. 

3. Collaboration with Other Organizations 

3.1.  International Association of 
Geomorphologists & Indian Institute of 
Geomorphologists  

Active collaboration and support of ICG 
Conference (Delhi 2017) – Chairing of Session 
S39, participation in field trips and financial 
sponsorship of ICG for Young 
Geomorphologists program. 

3.2. Environment Institute of Australia and 
New Zealand (EIANZ) 

Following the successful Tasmanian Meeting 
and field trip (October 2014), COMLAND has 
maintained liaison with the EIANZ with the 

view to investigating the potential for future 
collaborative events. 

3.3. Other IGU Commissions: 

COMLAND has a working relationship with 
the Commission on Hazard and Risk and is 
developing such relationship with the 
Commission on Agriculture and Land 
Engineering. 

• COMLAND and the Commission on 
Hazard and Risk held a successful joint 
Papers Session at the IAG Delhi 
Conference in November 2017. 

• COMLAND and the Commission on 
Hazard and Risk held a joint Papers Session 
at the IGU Quebec Conference in August 
2018. 

• COMLAND and the Commission on 
Agriculture and Land Engineering 
undertook preliminary discussions on 
holding a joint conference and field trip in 
late 2018. 

4. Publications 

COMLAND continues to publish papers from 
its sponsored sessions and conferences, with 
most appearing in international peer reviewed 
journals. 

A selection of papers from the COMLAND 
Meeting in Slovenia (June 2016) are being 
edited and compiled for a special edition of the 
Journal Land Degradation & Development. The 
edition title will be: ―The Role of Historic 
Impacts on Modern Environmental Processes 
and Management‖. Publication is expected by 
2019. The guest editors are Drs Paul Hudson 
and Matija Zorn. 

 

 5. Awards 

• Several important contributors to land 
degradation research have been awarded by 
COMLAND. The COMLAND Award is 



- 399 -

 396 

intended to express appreciation to 
individuals or groups for their special 
contributions to COMLAND and land 
degradation science. COMLAND‘s 
Premier Award is for Distinguished 
Research on Land Degradation and is open 
to both individuals and institutions. 

• Awards may be granted by the Steering 
Committee or considered upon submission 
receipt. Submissions are generally only 
considered if applicants can demonstrate a 
track record of supporting COMLAND and 
its Objectives. Such support may be 
variable but can include contributions to 
meetings and related activities. 

• Membership of COMLAND, like other 
IGU Commissions, is open to anyone upon 
request. Such membership is not a specific 

academic or professional qualification. 
COMLAND does not have a ―Fellow‖ 
category of membership. 

6. Website 

COMLAND has recently completely updated 
and revised its own website, which contains 
information on its structure, activities, past and 
future meetings. The website was revamped in 
2013 and is now maintained on a commercial 
platform by Owen Graham (Secretary of 
COMLAND). The address is: 
www.comland.org. The COMLAND website 
contains information that includes upcoming 
and past meetings, the Steering Committee, 
awards, reports and publications. 
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C16.25 Commission on Landscape Analysis and Landscape Planning 
2018

1. Members 

Prof. Nodar Elizbarashvili (Chair) 
Head of Department of Regional Geography 
and Landscape Planning of Tbilisi State 
University, Vice-President of Geographical 
Society of Georgia;  
Address: 0179, Chavchavadze av.3, TSU, 
Tbilisi, Georgia; 
Phone: + (995 599) 410804; Fax: +(995 32) 
2253313; E-mail: nelizbarashvili@yahoo.com. 

Prof. Kirill Chistyakov (Vice Chair)  
Head of Department of Physical Geography and 
Landscape Planning of St.-Petersburg State 
University, Vice-President of Geographical 
Society of Russia; 
Address: 199178 V.O., 10 line, d. 33. St-PSU, 
St-Petersburg, Russia;  
Phone: +7812-3233913; Fax: +7812-3284159; 
E-mail: kirill.chistyakov@gmail.com 

Dr. Marine Elbakidze 
Assoc. Prof., Docent of Faculty of Geography, 
Ivan Franko National University of L‘viv, 
Ukraine; School for Forest Engineers, Faculty 
of Forest Sciences, Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences, Skinnskatteberg, Sweden 
.Address: Chornovola 95-53, 79020 Lviv, 
Ukraine; Phone: +380322527064, E-mail: 
marine.elbakidze@smsk.slu.se 

Prof. Per Krister Angelstam 
Professor of Faculty of Forest Sciences of 
Swedish University of Agricultural sciencies; 
Address: PO Box 43, SE-739 
21Skinnskatteberg, Sweden;  

Phone: + 46 (0)70-2444971, Fax:+46(0)222-
34971, E-mail: per.angelstam@slu.se 

Prof. Ramiz Mammadov 
Director, Institute of Geographyof Academy of 
Sciences of Azerbaijan; Address: Baku, 
370143, Gusein Djavid av.31, Azerbaijan;               

Phone: (99412) 4393541, Fax: (99412) 
4393541; E-mail:  ramiz.mamedov@geo.ab.az 

Prof. Ashot Khoetsyan 
Professor of Yerevan State Pedagogical 
University; Address: Koghbatsy 2 str. apt. 56, 
0010 Yerevan, Armenia;  
Phone: (374 91) 41-36-68, fax:(374 10) 55-46-
41; E-mail: akhoetsian@ysu.am 

Prof. Sung-Kyum Kim 
Dept. of Landscape Architecture and Rural 
System Engineering, College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences, Seoul National University, 
KOREA.  President of ALCA - Asian Cultural 
Landscape Association. President, Korean 
Institute of Landscape Architecture. Address: 
599 Gwanak-ro, Gwanak-gu, Seoul, 151-921, 
KOREA, Phone: 82-10-6700-2121, E-
mail: sung@snu.ac.kr 

Prof. Rana P.B. Singh 
Department of Geography, Faculty of Science, 
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi (India); 
Vice-President & Chief Editor ALCA - Asian 
Cultural Landscape Association (South Korea). 
Address: New F-7, Jodhpur Colony, Banaras 
Hindu University, Varanasi, UP 221005 
(India); 
Phone: (Res.): [+091]-542-2575 843. (Off): 
[+091)-542-670-1387 & -1386. Fax: [+091]-
542-2368010. Mobile cell: [+091]-(0) - 9838 
119474, E-mail: ranapbs@gmail.com 

Prof. Recep Efe 
Department of Geography, Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences, Balikesir University, 10145-
Balikesir-Turkey, Tel: +90-532 247 4807, E-
mail: recepefe@hotmail.com 

Dr. Heino Meessen 
Senior Research Scientist of Centre for 
Development and Environment of Bern 
University. Address: Hallerstrasse 10, CH-
3012, Bern, Switzerland;  
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Phone: +41(0)316318822/3059; Fax: 
+41(0)316318544, E-mail: 
heino.meessen@cde.unibe.ch 

Prof. Volker C. Radeloff  
SILVIS Lab, Dep. of Forest and Wildlife 
Ecology, University of Wisconsin – Madison, 
USA; E-mail: radeloff@wisc.edu / (608) 263-
4349 

Dr. Eugene Lopatin  
Research Manager of School of Forest Sciences 
of University of Eastern Finland. Address: P.O. 
Box 111, FI-8010, Joensuu, Finland.  
Phone: +358 (0)50 4422923, Mobile: +358-
468-10-15-14,  
E-mail: eugene.lopatin@metla.fi  

Pablo Garrido  
Forest Engineer & Biologist. School for Forest 
Management. Faculty of Forest Sciences. 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences. 
PO Box 43, SE-739 21, Skinnskatteberg, 
Sweden. Mobile: +46(0)72-7367773, E-mail: 
Pablo.garrido@slu.se 

Dr. Fateh Shaban  
Alfayez International School and Cambridge 
Program in Istanbul. Address: Turkey – 
Kahramanmaras, Tel: Mobil: +905316040013, 
Email: fsh18779@gmail.com 

Prof. Dr. Rudolf Juchelka  
Universität Duisburg-Essen. Campus Essen, 
Institut für Geographie 

Wirtschaftsgeographie, insbes. Verkehr & 
Logistik, D-45117 Essen, Campus Essen: 
Telefon (+49) (0)2 01 / 183 - 26 32. Telefax 
(+49) (0)2 01 / 183 - 35 37 
 E-Mail: Rudolf.Juchelka@uni-due.de. Internet: 
http://www.uni-due.de/wigeo 

Prof. Penin Rumen 
University od Sofia ―St. Clement Ochridsky‖, 
Faculty of Geography and Geology, Address: 
Av. Car Osvoboditel, 15, 1504 Sofia; Phone: 
+3592 989 3388, E-mail: rumenlp@gmail.com 

Michele Dailey 

Senior Program Officer, World Wildlife Fund, 
USA, 1250 24th St. NW Washington DC 
20037, michele.dailey@wwfus.org  Office: 
202-495-4408 | Cell: 503.914.9783 

Partners: correspondent -members of the 
commission  

1. Dr. Thomas Kholer - Switzerland 

2. Prof. Dr.Wolfgang Vende - Germany 

3. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tengiz Gordeziani - 
Georgia 

4. Prof. Dr. Zurab Davitashvili - Georgia 

5. Prof. Dr. David Kereselidze - Georgia 

6. Prof. Dr. Iosif Salukvadze - Georgia 

7. Prof. Dr. Giorgi Gogsadze - Georgia 

8. The academician Tengiz (Gizo) Urushadze 
- Georgia 

9. Dr.Nugzar Zazanashvili – Georgia 

10. Dr. Giorgi Sanadiradze - Georgia 

11. Assoc.Prof. Dr.Giorgi Meladze - Georgia 

12. Prof. Dr. Farda Imanov - Azerbaijan 

13. Dr. Saida Zeinalova - Azerbaijan 

14. Prof. Dr. Valerian Snytko - Russia 

15. Prof. Dr. Yury Badenkov - Russia 

16. Prof. Dr. Vladimir Alekseenko - Russia 

17. Prof. Dr. Vitaly Bratkov - Russia 

18. Dr. Grigory Isachenko – Russia 

19. Dr. Alexander Khoroshev - Russia 

20. Prof. Dr. Hovik Sayadanyan- Armenia 

21. Dr. Mariam Eghyan – Armenia 

22. Debajit Datta - India 
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Members of commission of Landscape analysis 
and Landscape planning (C16.25) of the 
international geographical union (IGU) - Prof. 
Dr. Nodar Elizbarashvili, Dr. Heino Meessen, 
Prof. Dr. Ashot Khoetsian, Dr. Giorgi Meladze 
and Dr. Thomas Kholer are published the 
textbook for students of the higher education: 
Sustainable development of Mountain 
Regions and Resource Management (on 
English, Georgian and Armenian 
Langwidges).This textbook has been prepared 
between 2015 and 2018 within SCOPES 
institutional partnership involving Iv. 
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University (TSU, 
Georgia), Armenian State Pedagogical 
University (ASPU, Armenia) and the Centre for 
Development and Environment (CDE) of Bern 
University (Switzerland). 

This study course compendium - as main and 
final product of this partnership - was supported 
by the Swiss National Science Foundation and the 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
in the framework of the programme SCOPES – 
―Scientific co-operation between Eastern Europe 
and Switzerland.‖ This compendium, which is the 
first on SMD in Caucasus transition countries, 
includes teaching packages, exercises for students 
and didactic guidelines for field study courses and 
considers the following specific issues of 
SUSTAINABLE MOUNTAIN 
DEVELOPMENT (SMD): Theoretical basis of 
SMD related to SDGs and 2030 Agenda; 
Principles and methodologies of research for 
sustainable development, transdisciplinary and 
action research; Principles of landscape planning 
and related case studies (European and 
Armenian/Georgian experience); Socio-ecological 
peculiarities of sustainable development; Regional 
manifestations of global problems in mountain 
development; Legal basis and existing regulations 
on SMD in Caucasus transition context. Case 
studies, best practices and lessons learned in SMD 
on three levels:Regional and national levels – 
worldwide in examples, Caucasus as entire 
region, Georgia, Armenia, Adaptation of joint 
case studies in Switzerland to transition context of 
the Caucasus. 

2. Meetings 

 International Workshop on the 
implementation of the European Landscape 
Convention in Georgia. Inter -ministerial 
Round-Table: Integration of the landscape 
into policies.  

 International Workshop - Duisburg - Essen 
Uni (Germany) and Tbilisi State University 
Cooperation Perspectives.  

 International workshop - Renewal 
Conservation Plan for the Caucasus 
Ecoregion (National Workshop on Experts 
and Stakeholders (WWF, KFW, German 
Cooperation, TJS)  

 International Workshop - for the 
development and planning of regional 
dialogue and cooperation between scientists 
and practitioners on natural disasters and 
climate change in the Caucasus region 
(Sustainable Caucasus, Switzerland 
Cooperation Found) 

 Workshop on International Field Practice 
(APPEAR - Transdisciplinary for 
Sustainable Tourism Development in the 
Caucasus Region)  

 National Experts Workshop, Tbilisi (WWF, 
KFW, TJS, German Cooperation) - ECP 
Reports: Geographical Peculiarities and 
Planning of Georgia's Ecological Corridors 

2.1. Mission of Commission in 2019 - 2020: 

1. Methodology of Landscape planning of 
urban and historical Landscapes, 

2. Methodology of landscape planning of 
Protected Areas and ecological corridors, 

3. Transboundary Landscape analysis and 
Planning in Caucasus (Georgia-Turkey-
Russia-Armenia-Azerbaijan). 

4. Preparation and realization of the project: 
The Alps and Caucasus, methodology of 
decentralization of mountain regions; 
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5. Study course and methodology of land use 
of Caucasus region 

2.2. Perspective activity‘s with participation 
of the commission members (2019 - 2021) 

Initiative to use results and final products, 
methods and tools elaborated during SCOPES 
IP for an application in a larger consortium to 
HORIZON 2020 as parallel initiative of the 
partner universities – lead with CDE and 
support of EURESEARCH unit of UNIBE; 

Cooperation with an implementation project 
financed by the EDA-Program ―Environment 
and Security‖ for Georgia and Armenia, 
combining teaching and research methods with 
implementation of pilot projects in FSC of 
Caucasus regions  

 Cooperation with Austrian ADA Program 
(Austrian Development Agency) on Sustainable 
(Mountain) Tourism Development in Armenia 
and Georgia implemented by UNEP and 
BOKU Vienna 2016 until project end in Nov. 
2020 

SDC Armenia has commissioned ASPU for an 
on-going SDC rural development programme, 
namely: Out-Migration monitoring combined 
with ASPU action research approach and 
internships; 

 Facilitated by SCOPES IP publication on out 
migration in Rasha – Lekhumi Municipality 
(Georgia) SDC Bern (2017) announced it‘s 
interest to commission TSU and Prof. N. 
Elizbarashvili for an possible follow-up TD 
research project on the spatial impact of out-
migration on this Caucasus remote region. For 
this possible cooperation of TSU and local 
Rasha – Lekhumi administration could be 
organized an internship of one of our SCOPES 
IP master absolvent in the field of Sustainable 
Tourism development.  

3. Networking 

WWF, UNESCO, UNDP (GEF), 
EUROCOUNCIL, NASA (USA), 

EUROGEO,STCU, GTZ, CAMP (Central 
Asian Mountain Partnership), ALCA,UNEP 
(TEEB), SNSF (Swiss National Science 
Foundation, The Mountain Research 
Initiative), NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY, 
IODE, NCCR-JACS (National Centre of 
Competence In Research North-South), IFLA 
(International Federation of Landscape 
Architects), Agro polis International, 
Montpellier, France; Centre for Development 
and Environment (CDE), Bern, Switzerland etc. 

4.  Publications 

1. Nodar Elizbarashvili, Heino Meessen, 
Ashot Khoetsian, Giorgi Meladze and 
Thomas Kholer (2018). Sustainable 
development of Mountain Regions and 
Resource Management. Textbook, - Tb., 
304 p. (in English and Georgian).  

2. Ashot Khoetsyan, Heino Meessen, Nodar 
Elizbarashvili, Tigran Babayan, Susana 
Khachatryan, Thomas Kohler (2018). Study 
cource on sustainable mountain 
development and resource governance in 
the Caucasus region. Textbook. - Erevan, - 
268 p. (in Armenian and English) 

3. Elizbarashvili N. (2018). Landscape-
ecological Basis of Landscape Planning. 
Materials of international conference: 
Landscape geography in XXI century. - 
Simferopol, pp. 79 - 84. 
(https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=35466142 ). 

4. Elizbarashvili N. (2018). Main concepts 
and Problems of Sustainable Development 
Mountainous Regions (On the example of 
the Caucasus). In procedeng: International 
Scientific and Practical Conference 
«REGION –2018: Optimal Development 
Strategy». - Kharkiv, Ukraine, pp. 215-219. 

5. Elizbarashvili N., Sulkhanishvili N. (2018). 
Selection principes, natural conflicts and 
focuses of Landscape Planning ofProtected 
Areas(On the exampleof planning of the 
Javakheti national park, Georgia). 
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GEOPARKS AND MODERN 
SOCIETY:protection, promotion and 
sustainable use of Earth heritage in park 
environmentdedicated to the 20th 
Anniversary of the UNESCO GEOPARK 
Initiative announced in 1998 at the ProGEO 
Meeting in Belogradchik, Bulgaria. - p.48. 

6. Elizbarashvili N., Meladze G., 
Elizbarashvili R. (2018). Main ecological 
and landscape indictors of sustainable 
development. Materials of VIII 
International scientific-technical conference 
―The modern problems of water 
management, environmental protection, 
architecture and construction‖. -Tb., STU, 
pp.99-108.  

5. Participation in Field Expeditions 

 International Field Study course (2018). 
Sustainable development of Mountain 
Regions, Georgia, Lagodechi district. 

 Field expeditions in the North-Eastern 
forest regions of the Republic of Armenia 
in the framework of studies on sustainable 
management of land use and forest 
ecosystems. 

 During 2016-2018, field studies of 
surveying and experiencing cultural 
landscapes in northern part of India 

(especially religious sites in landscape 
purview), southern part of China, and 
north-western part of Japan (Gifu, and 
Shikoku). 

 Students field work in Kandersteg (Bernese 
Alpes) during exchange visit of Georgian 
Students to Switzerland in Feb. 2018 

6. New ideas about further work of the 
commission 

 Landscape governance and Landscape 
services 

 Landscape planning of Urban territories 
and Historical Landscapes 

 Landscape planning methodology of 
Geoparks 

 Landscape methods in planning of 
sustainable tourism 

 Further regional studies on landscape 
analysis and planning of Mountain Regions 

 Developing the holistic idea of Landscapes 
– Natural, Cultural and Mixed-up, and 
further to get it comprehended in regional 
traditions; also, active collaboration with 
the institutions and organizations, and also 
individuals that deal with the facets of 
Landscapes – theoretical or planning. 
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C16.26 Commission on Land Use and Land Cover Change 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Steering committee 

Matej Gabrovec (chair) 
Anton Melik Geographical Institute, Research 
Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences 
and Arts 
Ljubljana, Slovenia 
E-mail: matej@zrc-sazu.si 

Ján Feranec (vice-chair) 
Institute of Geography, Slovak Academy of 
Sciences 
Bratislava, Slovakia 
E-mail: feranec@savba.sk 

Monica Ştefania Dumitraşcu 
Institute of Geography, Romanian Academy 
Bucharest, Romania 
E-mail: stefania_dumitrascu@yahoo.com 

Mehtab Singh 
Department of Geography, Maharshi Dayanand 
University 
Rohtak, India 
E-mail: msrana241@gmail.com 

Ernan Rustiadi 
Faculty of Economics & Management, Bogor 
Agricultural University 
Bogor, Indonesia 
E-mail: ernan@indo.net.id 

Koichi Kimoto 
Center for Common Educational Programs, 
Kwansei Gakuin University 
Nishinomiya, Japan 
E-mail: k.kimoto@kwansei.ac.jp 

Uragoda Appuhamilage Chandrasena 
Faculty of Social Sciences, University of 
Kelaniya 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 
E-mail: uac_c@ yahoo.com 

Luca Simone Rizzo 

Centro interdipartimentale di Ricerca e Servizi 
"Giorgio Lago", University of Padova 
Padova, Italy 
E-mail: lucasimone.rizzo@unipd.it 

Lucie Kupková 
Faculty of Science, Charles University 
Prague, Czechia 
E-mail: lucie.kupkova@gmail.com 

Bernd Cyffka 
Catholic University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt 
Eichstätt, Germany 
E-mail: bernd.cyffka@ku.de 

Nicolai Dronin 
Geography Department, Lomonosov Moscow 
State University 
Moscow, Russia 
E-mail: ndronin@gmail.com 

2. Meetings 

2.1. RUSSIA, Moscow, 2018 

IGU Thematic Conference dedicated to the 
Centennial of the Institute of Geography of 
Russian Academy of Sciences took place in 
Moscow. In frame of the conference IGU 
Commission ―Land Use and Land Cover 
Change‖ session ―Land Use and Land Cover 
Change: challenges of globalization‖ has 
been organized. The Program Committee 
received 33 abstracts from Russian and 
international scholars pretending to present at 
the session. 24 of them were accepted for oral 
presentations, 8 forposters, and 5 redirected to 
the other thematicsessions, none was rejected. 
Later on the Program Committee of the 
Conference has decided to manage a plenary 
session on the topic ―Land Degradation 
Neutrality‖,andpresentation―Understanding the 
dynamics of agricultural regions: complex 
analysis of land use and land cover data‖ (A. 
Naumov and O. Klimanova) was shiftedfrom 
the LUCC Commission session to theplenary 
one. Two presentations: ―Land usechanges, 
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desertification and human development nexus 
in the Thar desert region of India‖ (N. 
Varghese) and ―Land conversionsand 
bioproductivity trends in semiarid regions of 
European Russia in the context of land 
degradationneutrality targets‖ (N. Telnova) 
were redirected to the Special Session on 
desertification issues. Thesechanges enabled fit 
all the LUCC Commission Session timeslots in 
a one-day program of 5 June 2018. 

15 from 24 participants who pretended to 
deliver oral presentations were representing 
different universities and scientific institutions 
of Russia, 5 were from India, 1 from Indonesia, 
1 from Uganda and 1 from Ecuador. Most of 
presenters have focused on detecting of land 
cover changes on regional scale, comparing 
their findings with global trends, also relevant 
were such topics as land degradation 
assessment and relations of land use and land 
cover changes with the global climate changes. 
Not all of the authors of the abstracts have 
arrived to the Session, but most of them were 
present and participated in discussions, which 
seemed interesting and productive.  

2.2. INDIA, Guwahati, 2018 

The XI International Geographical Union 
(IGU) Commission Seminar has been organised 
by Department of Geography, B. Borooah 
College from 8 to 10 February, 2018. The 
Seminar has been jointly organised with XXIX. 
North East India Geographical Society 
(NEIGS) Biennial Conference collaborated by 
Commonwealth Geographical Bureau (CGB) 
and six IGU Commissions: Commission on 
Land Use/Land Cover Change, Commission on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity, Commission 
on Local and Regional Development, 
Commission on Geo-Heritage, Commission on 
Geography of Governance and Commission on 
Agricultural Geography and Land Engineering. 

This prestigious IGU Commission Seminar has 
been organised for the first time in this part of 
the country. The seminar has been attended by 
around 750 participants including 480 paper 

presenters, 63 chairpersons and co-chairpersons 
and 200 general participants including students. 
It is pertinent to state that 37 foreign delegates 
and 4 foreign students from 12 different 
countries like Canada, West Indies, Nigeria, 
Italy, Israel, Poland, Japan, Myanmar, 
Singapore, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan etc. 
have actively participated in the said event. 
Moreover, the rest of the participants were from 
all over India representing 113 different 
institutions. The participation of such a huge 
number from all across the globe made the 
seminar a truly global one. 

Under the focal theme ―environment and 
sustainable livelihood‖ the research papers, 
invited lectures, plenary lectures and the 
keynote speech have addressed and discussed 
the issues like climate change; bio-diversity; 
land use change; changing mountain 
environment; natural hazards and extreme 
events; population growth and urbanization; 
globalization, industrialization and 
environment; agriculture and bio-technology; 
ethnic conflicts in North East; remote sensing 
and GIS in weather monitoring development; 
geopolitics and conflict resolution; gender 
health and inequality; integrated river basin 
management; pollution and environment; 
mining, development and sustainability. 79 
papers have been presented in 8 LUCC 
commission technical sessions and 4 invited 
papers have been presented by renowned 
scholars. Finally, the seminar ends with a hope 
and belief that this kind of intellectually 
stimulating exercise and thoughtful discussion 
will bring the much needed knowledge, 
practices and approach for sustainable 
development of the country in general and north 
east in particular. 

2.3. CANADA, 2018 

There were following LUCC sessions proposed 
in frame of the 2018 Regional Conference in 
Québec: 

• Contemporary trends in Land Use and Land 
Cover identification and assessment 
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• Land Use data sources from 19th century 

• Transportation and Land Use interactions 

• Land Use and Land Cover Change studies 
on global/continental level 

• Drivers of Land Use and Land Cover 
Change in rural areas 

• Drivers of Land Use and Land Cover 
Change in (sub)urban areas 

• Land Use and Land Cover Change on 
Mediterranean Islands 

• River and Floodplain Restoration: Drivers of 
Change and Implications for Land Cover 
Altogether, there were 17 presentations in 
the programme. Beside these sessions, there 
were LUCC related topics discussed at 
several sessions of other commission as 
well. 

In frame of the conference, the LUCC 
Commission Steering Committee members 
discussed on future thematic conference in 
Koper and LUCC Atlases. 

3. Networking 

By the organisation of the thematic conference 
in Slovenia the LUCC commission is 
collaborating with the commissions on Local 
and Regional Development, Biogeography and 
Biodiversity, Mediterranean Basin and Land 
Degradation and Desertification. 

4. Publications 

Two volumes of LUCC Atlases have been 
published recently. They are available on 
LUCC Commission website. 

Himiyama, Y., Biţík, I. (eds) 2017: Land 
Use/Cover Changes in Selected Regions in 
World, Volume XII. Available at: 
http://lucc.zrc-
sazu.si/Publications/Atlases/VolumeXII.aspx 

Kupková, L., Himiyama, Y. (eds) 2018: Land 
Use/Cover Changes in Selected Regions in 
World, Volume XIII. Available at: 
http://lucc.zrc-
sazu.si/Publications/Atlases/VolumeXIII.aspx 
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C16.27 Commission on Latin American Studies 2018 

1. Membership 

The structure of the Commission of Latin 
American Studies of the International 
Geographical Union is as follows: General 
Assembly, Management Committee and 
Consultant Committee. The Management 
Committee of the Commission was proposed to 
the Executive Committee of the UGI in 2016 
and ratified at the General Assembly of the UGI 
held at the 33rd World Congress of Geography 
in the city of Beijing, China. 

1.1. 2016 -2020 Management Committee 

Juan Manuel Delgado (President)  
Internacional Geographical Union – Peru 
juanmanueldelgado@gmail.com   

Adrián Flores Rangel (Vice President)  
Anáhuac University – Northern Mexico, 
Mexico 
pegasusklein@hotmail.com   

Viviana Buitrón (Vice President)  
Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-
Nürnberg, Germany 
viviana.buitronc@gmail.com 

Javier Núñez Villalba (Secretary)  
San Andres Mayor University, Bolivia 
jnunezvillalba@gmail.com   

Freddy Morales R (Member)  
Coastal Ecosystem Research Center, Cuba 
freddy@ciec.fica.inf.cu 

José Becerra Ruiz (Member)  
Central University of Venezuela 
jose.becerra.ruiz@gmail.com 

Lionel Rossini (Member) 
National University of Colombia, GET – 
Transboundary Working Groups 
lionelrossini@gmail.com 

2. Meetings 

Between August 2017 and December of the 
same year, a research stay was carried out at the 

National Pedagogical University of Colombia 
in the Faculty of Humanities, specifically in the 
Social Sciences Department and its "Space and 
Territory" Research Group. creation of the D - 
Lab GeoInn of "Social innovation and 
geotechnologies applied to education", which 
will depend on the Dean's Office of the Faculty. 
Work meetings were also held for the signing 
of inter-institutional agreements with the 
National Pedagogical University of Colombia 
and the institutions that I represent as the 
National University of San Marcos, the 
International Geographic Union and CLACSO - 
Latin American Council of Social Sciences to 
create postgraduate programs , editorial and 
research projects. 

In November 2017 the academic event was 
organized jointly with CLACSO, Externado 
University of Colombia and RED GeoRaizAL 
"International Conference of Geography of 
LatinAmerican Root" on the campus of the 
National Pedagogical University of Colombia. 

In Bolivia, between March and May of 2018 
LABGEPOR - Geography, Territory and 
International Relations Geography Laboratory 
of the Institute of Geographical Research - 
IIGEO of the Universidad Mayor de San 
Andrés, Bolivia, was created, key to carry out 
activities of the UGI in Latin America . There 
was a meeting with Javier Nuñez, director of 
the IIGEO and Secretary of the International 
Geographical Union - Commission of Latin 
American Studies, then we made electronic 
coordinations with the other members. 

In May and June 2018 the presentation of the 
LABGEPOR - Laboratory of Geography, 
Politics, Territories and International Relations 
of the Geographical Research Institute - IIGEO 
of the Universidad Mayor de San Andrés, 
Bolivia with two FORUM DEBATES 
"Appropriation andproduction of space in 
societies contemporary "then with" Climate 
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Change, Political Ecology and Governance of 
natural resources: Research experiences ". 

In July 2018, the Social Sciences Research 
Center of the Vice Presidency of the 
Plurinational State of Bolivia published the 2nd 
edition of the book "Qué es la Geografía" by 
the Brazilian professor Ruy Moreira, which has 
the support of our Studies Commission. 

In June 2018, he traveled to Chile and had a 
meeting with professors from the Catholic 
University of Chile and the University of Chile 
to carry out an activity between CLACSO, UGI 
and the German Academic Exchange Service - 
DAAD for an international school of studies. of 
winter or summer with the themes of: 
Governance of irrigation, socio-natural disasters 
and climate change that could be in 2018 or 
later, we will communicate to Professor Elena 
dell'Agnese who said that it could be supported 
by the UGI. 

The 3rd International Seminar on Research on 
the Vulnerability of Socio-natural Disasters - III 
SIIVDS, was held in the city of Lima, Peru, at 
the National University of San Marcos, between 
the 15th and the 17th of October, 2018. It was 
organized and coordinated by the Territoriality, 
Environment and Power Research Group, 
supported by the Academic Department of 
Geographical Sciences, the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, and the Graduate Unit of the Faculty 
of Geological, Mining, Metallurgical and 
Geographical Engineering, all dependencies of 
the UNMSM. I also count on the academic 
support of the International Geographical Union 
- UGI and the Latin American Council of 
Social Sciences - CLACSO. There was 
participation between the days of the event of 
almost 180 attendees, with 25 exhibitors 
including 4 international. 

The 4th International Seminar on Research on 
the Vulnerability of Socio-natural Disasters - 
IV SIIVDS, will be held in CHILE in the year 
2020, coinciding with the 10th anniversary of 
the tragic earthquake and tsunami that affected 
the coasts of Chile in 2010 (27F). This event 

will be coordinated by Prof. Hugo Romero, 
from the University of Chile. 

At the end of October 2018 the NASA Space 
apps Challenge 2018 was held at the National 
University of San Marcos through the General 
Directorate of Social Responsibility, the 
Territoriality, Environment and Power Research 
Group, the 1551 Incubator of Innovative 
Companies of the Faculty of Industrial 
Engineering and the International Geographical 
Union - Commission of Latin American 
Studies. 112 people signed up but 72 
participated between the 2 days of the event. 
We will also organize the NASA Space apps 
Challenge 2018. 

In November 2018, many of our partners who 
belong to the Latin American Council of Social 
Sciences - CLACSO through the WG - Critical 
Latin American Geographic Thinking, 
participated in the 1st World Forum of Critical 
Thinking where we organized panels and 
exhibitions on topics of mutual agreement and 
interest. 

In December 2018 at the National University of 
San Marcos, D - Lab UNMSM, "Laboratory of 
Entrepreneurship and Social Innovation" was 
created. 

In 2019 it is planned to hold an academic event 
of the Latin American Studies Commission in 
the city of Lima or Cusco in Peru, we are 
talking with other work committees to agree on 
the subject to be presented. 

Perhaps an important product of this 2017 - 
2018 was the creation of ESPIRAL, a Journal 
of geographies and social sciences. The 
institutional and academic support of the 
International Geographical Union - UGI and the 
Latin American Council of Social Sciences - 
CLACSO has been decisive for the National 
University of San Marcos to host the project. 

3. Networks 

Communications have been established with 
the work commissions of the UGI to organize 
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common academic events, with Latin America 
being the venue of the event with the following 
commissions: 

1. Geography of Tourism, Leisure, and Global 
Change 

2. Global Change and Human Mobility 

3. Global Understanding 

4. History of Geography 

5. Local and Regional Development 

6. Political Geography 

7. Urban Commission: Urban Challenges in a 
Complex World 

8. Commission on African Studies 

9. Olympiad 

With the Working Group of the Olympics the 
incidence is being done so that more Latin 
American countries participate and send 
delegations to the International Olympics of 
Geography. Communications have been 
established to carry out agreements and 
organize activities in common with these 
international organizations, thematic networks 
such as the following: 

IPGH - Pan American Institute of Geography 
and History of the OAS. We are developing a 
research project 2018 - 2019. We have 
improved the relationship with the national 
sections of the PAIGH to carry out joint 
academic activities and conduct research and 
events in common agreement. 

FLACSO - Latin American Faculty of Social 
Sciences. The academic project of FLACSO in 
Peru we will promote and we are in meetings 
with the Ministry of Education of Peru in this 
regard. This 2019 We consider an agreement 
with the National University of San Marcos and 
activate the academic project to organize a 
study program. 

CLACSO - Latin American Council of Social 
Sciences. In 2018 we have held a planning 
meeting to carry out upcoming activities, first 
the renewal of the Working Group for the 
period 2019 - 2022 of "Latin American Critical 
Latin American Geographic Thought", it has 
been decided to publish a collection of Latin 
American Geography books with the support of 
the University of Buenos Aires, Argentina and 
the National Pedagogical University of 
Colombia, the first by Professor Rogério 
Haesbert and the reissue of the works of 
Professor Milton Santos. 

CLAG - Conference of Latin Americanist 
Geographers. We have made contact with them 
and we are going to participate in the CLAG 
2020 Conference that will take place in the city 
of Antigua of Guatemala, there is a 
predisposition to carry out joint activities. We 
will present a Dossier in your JCLAG magazine 
and co-host an upcoming event for 2022. 

AAG - Association of American Geographers, 
is the largest and oldest institution in our 
continent and we have made contact with the 
Special Working Group of Latin America and 
there is already a possibility to make a proposal 
of academic activities in common. 

LASA - Latin American Studies Association; 
The Association of Latin American Studies is 
the largest professional association in the world 
that brings together individuals and institutions 
dedicated to the study of Latin America. With 
more than 12,000 members and we are applying 
to be the institutional membership. Our partners 
participated in the LASA Barcelona 2018 
Conference and we will send representatives to 
the LASA Boston 2019, there we will explore 
future common actions as we have many 
related thematic areas. 

OSGEO - Open Source Geospatial Foundation; 
In 2019 we are going to meet in Quito, Ecuador 
the local OsGeo chapters of Latin America 
during the XVII EGAL 2019 Quito. The 
proposal that we are promoting is to organize 
the World event FOSS4G - Free Software 
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Geospatial 2020 Conference in a city of Latin 
America. 

EGAL - Meeting of Geographers of Latin 
America, which is the most important event in 
our subcontinent for us geographers and we 
have the Portuguese and Spanish languages as 
official. The XVII EGAL Quito 2019, As UGI, 
CLACSO and OSGEO we will perform various 
activities. Due to the tradition of its creation of 
the EGAL there is no association of Latin 
American geographers in an official way that 
represents us before the UGI, AAG or EUGEO 
or another academic association. 

UGAL - Union of Geographers of Latin 
America; It is not an institution that represents 
Latin American geographers, it is a private 
initiative that to date has not been approved by 
any assembly of the Meeting of Geographers of 
Latin America, we consider it an error that in 
the newsletters of the UGI it is reported that the 
EGAL it is a single institution with the UGAL. 

AUIP - Ibero-American University 
Postgraduate Association, is an international 
non-governmental organization recognized by 
UNESCO. Currently it is integrated by almost 
185 prestigious institutions, we are creating 
together a Thematic Network of Geopolitics 
and Social Sciences directed by the National 
University of San Marcos, Pedagogical 

University of Colombia, Complutense 
University of Madrid and University of 
Barcelona. 

5. Publications 

In May 2017 and then in July 2018, in 
conjunction with the Social Sciences Research 
Center of the Vice Presidency of the 
Plurinational State of Bolivia, the 1st and 2nd 
edition of the book "Qué es la Geografía" by 
the Brazilian professor Ruy Moreira were 
published respectively . 

It has been decided to publish a collection of 
Latin American Geography books with the 
support of the University of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina and the National Pedagogical 
University of Colombia, the first Sera of 
Professor Rogério Haesbert with the editorial 
support of CLACSO. The reissue of the works 
of Professor Milton Santos will also be with 
CLACSO within the collection "Anthologies of 
Latin American and Caribbean Social 
Thought." With CLACSO at the November 
2018 meeting at its headquarters in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina it was agreed to support the 
UGI editorial projects for books, bulletins and 
journals. 
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C16.28 Commission on Local and Regional Development 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Steering Committee members 

Jerzy Bański (Chair)  
Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Organization, Polish Academy ofSciences, 00-
818 Warszawa, Twarda str. 51/55, POLAND, 
+48 602391453, jbanski@twarda.pan.pl; 

Benjamin Ofori Amoah (Vice Chair)  
Department of Geography, Western Michigan 
University,Kalamazoo MI 49008-5433 USA, 
(269) 387-3410, ben.ofori@wmich.edu; 

Peter Baklanov  
Pacific Institute of Geography, 7 Radio Street, 
Vladivostok, 690041,RUSSIA, (423) 231-21-
59, pbaklanov@tig.dvo.ru; 

Ton Dietz  
African Studies Centre Leiden, Faculty of 
Social Sciences, Wassenaarseweg52, PO Box 
9555, 2300 RB Leiden, THE 
NETHERLANDS, +31 (0)71 527 3376, 
dietzaj@ascleiden.nl; 

Ines Grigorescu  
Institute of Geography, Romanian Academy, 12 
Dimitrie Racovita,023994 Bucharest, 
ROMANIA, +40 213135990, 
inesgrigorescu@yahoo.com; 

Srinagesh  
Department of Geography,Osmania University, 
Hyderabad, Tarnaka,Hyderabad 500007, 
INDIA, +(91)-40-27017192, 
geosri74@gmail.com; 

Atsushi Taira 
Faculty of Education, Kagawa University, 
Saiwai-cho 1-1, Takamatsu,Kagawa, 760-8522, 
Japan, +81-87-832-1405, JAPAN, 
taira@ed.kagawa-u.ac.jp; 

Eberhard Weber 
School of Geography, Earth Science and 
Environment, The Universityof the South 

Pacific, Laucala Campus, Suva, FIJI, (+679) 
323 2542, weber_e@usp.ac.fj; 

Carmen Vazquez Varela 
Department of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University deCastilla-La Mancha, Avda. de los 
Alfares, 44 – 16002 Cuenca, ESPANIA, +34 
969179100, Carmen.Vazquez@uclm.es; 

2. Meetings 

Date Title Place 
Number 

of 
Numb
er of 

Number 
of  

sessions papers participa
nts 

 
    

Septemb
er 

IGU 
Thematic 

Bucharest
, 4 (121) 15 

(601) 
25-30 
(701) 

 

Tulcea  
11-15, 
2017 Conference ROMAN

IA 
    

      

February 
XI 

International Guwahati,     

Geographic
al Union 50 600 600  

8-10, 
2018 INDIA 

 
Commission 

Seminar2     

 Pre-
conference      

August 
1-4, 

meeting of 
IGU Kalamazo

o, 
    

Commission 
on Local 4 8 12  

2018 USA  
and 

Regional 
    

      

 Developmen
t3      

August 2018 IGU 
Regional Quebec, 

1 6 25 
 

6-10, 
2018 Conference4 CANAD

A  

Septemb
er 3- 

6th Moravian 
Brno, 

4 
sessions 

+ 

   

Conference 
on Rural 24 30  

7, 2018 CZECHI
A 

3 
worksho

ps 

 
Research, 

EURORUR
AL5 

   

 

A brief summary of the topics addressed at 
meetings and the findings 

IGU Thematic Conference, Bucharest/Tulcea 
ROMANIA 
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The conference in Bucharest/Tulcea brought 
together representatives from four 
Commissions: Land Use/Cover Changes, 
Biodiversity, Health and Environment and 
Local and Regional Development. The rationale 
of the conference was to bring together 
scientists and stakeholders from various fields 
to address different effects of ecosystems 
changes, to set‐up mitigation and adaptation 
strategies and contribute with scientific 
information to local/regional land use, planning 
and environmental policies. The topic of the 
conference focused on the relationships 
between ecosystems and socio‐economic 
systems, the potential risks and benefits to 
regional specialization and human welfare. 
Participants discussed the problem on how 
human activities and global environmental 
changes affect terrestrial and freshwater 
ecosystems, human well‐being and public 
health, what are the feedback and the potential 
local and regional futures. 

The themes of the Commissions members 
presentation focus on the following topics: 
identification of local development factors with 
particular emphasis on demographic and 
settlement factors, spatial development 
inequalities in suburban areas, regional 
development potentials and barriers, the role of 
local authorities in the development of marginal 
areas, spatial relations and communication 
accessibility, environmental protection and 
extreme phenomena, the issue of ethnic 
minorities in a local context. 

IGU Commission Seminar, Guwahati, INDIA 

The conference gathered several hundred 
participants representing various subdisciplines 
of geography. The focal theme concentrated on 
environment and sustainable livelihood.Change 
is inevitable and the greatest challenge we face 
today is change in climate, environment, human 
migration, land use impacting livelihood, health 
and well-being. Development interventions 
aiming at more sustainable livelihood and 
sustainable resource management, must be 

informed by both an inner perspective and a 
perspective addressing the macro context with 
its impacts on livelihood, as it also refers to the 
challenges of food security and access to 
freshwater and energy, while land and water 
contribute to the healthy and sustainable 
management of the agricultural system, the role 
of forest cannot be underrated. 

Pre-conference meeting of IGU Commission on 
Local and Regional Development, Kalamazoo, 
USA 

The conference participants discussed the idea 
of difference in restructuring local and regional 
economic development. The discussion was 
taken into account the need to recognize and 
embrace the diversity of local and regional 
economies, restructuring issues, local and 
regional development approaches, and the 
stakeholder populations that are impacted by 
local and regional development efforts. The 
goal was to evaluate current notions and 
explore new ways of restructuring local and 
regional economies. 

2018 IGU Regional Conference, Quebec, 
CANADA 

One sessions were organized on topic ―Local 
and regional development‖ with the following 
papers: 

• Regional and Local Responses. Regional 
development factors in EU and in Poland - 
similarities and differences –P. Churski 

• Changing Urban-Rural Relations in Israel 
- M. Sofer 

• Interregional Capital Flows and Regional 
Development Gap in China - D. Chen 

• Urban-rural interactions in Romania. 
regional spatial and statistical analyses –
I.Grigorescu 

Moravian Conference on Rural Research, Brno, 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
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The aims of the conference were as follows: to 
map European rural research and particular 
interests of investigators, to gain a space for 
presentation of contemporary knowledge about 
rural research, to continue in the tradition of 
international conferences dedicated to rural 
problems, to support intra-personal contacts 
among experts of different disciplines dealing 
with rural problems, to present South Moravian 
rural landscape. There were four paper sessions 
and three workshops (program attached). In 
total, 30 papers were divided into several 
thematic blocks. 

3. The plan of future meetings 

Date 
Type of 
meeting Place Theme  

February XII IGU 
Conference India 

Climate change, natural 
disasters and  

2019 sustainable development 
 

   

June 2019 
Annual 
meeting Fiji 

Development challenges 
in rural areas  

September 
IGU 
Thematic 

Slovenia 

Transformation of 
traditional cultural  

2019 Conference landscapes 
 

  
 

3. Networking 

3.1. Collaboration with IGU commissions 

 The Commission was active in preparing 
and participating in The 11th IGU 
International Conference, Environment and 
sustainable livelihood, 8-10 Feb 2018, 
Guwahati, India, Borooah College – 
Commission on Biogeography and 
Biodiversity, Commission on Geo-
Heritage. 

 The IGU Thematic Conference in 
Bucharest/Tulcea, September 11-15, 2017, 
was prepared jointly with Commissions on 
Land Use/Cover Changes, Commission on 
Biodiversity and Commission on Health 
and Environment. 

 The session during IGU Regional 
Conference in Quebec, jointly with the 
Commission on Marginalization, 

Globalization, and Regional and Local 
Responses 

 XII IGU Conference, 22-24 Feb 2019, 
Panchkula, INDIA, jointly with 
Commissions: Biogeography and 
Biodiversity, Geo-Heritage. 

 IGU Thematic Conference, 24-26 
September 2019, Koper, SLOVENIA, 
jointly with Commissions: Biogeography 
and Biodiversity, Land Use and Land 
Cover Change, Mediterranean Basin, Land 
Degradation and Desertification. 

3.2.  Other collaboration 

Selected institutions and bodies cooperating 
with the commission during the period 2017-
2018: Department of Geography, B. Borooah 
College, Guwahati (conference), Western 
Michigan University, Kalamazoo (conference), 
Institute of Geography, Romanian Academy 
and Faculty of Geography, Bucharest 
University (conference), Institute of Geography 
and Spatial Organization Polish Academy of 
Sciences (web pagepreparation), Journal of 
Urban and Regional Analysis (publication), 
Romanian Journalof Geography (publication), 
Routledge (publication). 

4. Publications 

In preparation: Romanian Journal of 
Geography (expected at the end of 2018) 

 G. CAVUTA, D. DI MATTEO, F. 
FERRARI, M. FUSCHI, Abruzzo as two-
faced region: between vulnerabilityand 
environmental safeguard 

 N. DAMIAN, R. SĂGEATĂ, Ethnical 
minorities in the Romanian sector of 
Dobrogea 

 S. ĐUKIŢIN VUŢKOVIŠ, J. 
ĐORĐEVIŠ, J. MILANKOVIŠ 
JOVANOV, L. IVANOVIŠ BIBIŠ, T. 
ĐORĐEVIŠ Socio-geographical 
characteristics as limiting factors of 
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regional development, Kolubara District, 
Republic of Serbia case study 

 GRIGORESCU, G. KUCSICSA, A. 
POPOVICI, B. MITRICĂ, M. 
DUMITRAȘCU, I. MOCANU 
Regionaldisparities in the urban sprawl 
phenomenon in Romania using Corine 
Land Cover Database 

 J. MILANKOVIŠ JOVANOV, S. 
ĐUKIŢIN VUŢKOVIŠ, B. IVANOVNIC, 
Possibilities for the development oflower 
Danube in the Republic of Serbia 

 B. MITRICĂ, I. MOCANU, M. 
DUMITRAȘCU, I. GRIGORESCU, Is the 
Romanian Danube valley a 
cohesiveregion? A geographical approach 

 T. NURLAMBANG, The effectiveness of 
decentralization in Indonesia. A case study 
of developing themarginal areas by the 
local authority 

 F. ZAHARIA, A.-Maria TALOȘ, 
Evaluating the spatial connectivity and 
accessibility degree of the 
Dobrogeanetwork settlements. 

 In preparation: the Commission prepare a 
book under the title: Dilemmas of 
regionaland local development (Routledge 
book). 

Concepts and planning of regional and local 
development 

 Redefining the task of regional development 
in the Fourth Industrial Revolution –T. 
Sorensen(AUSTRALIA) 

 Participatory assessment of regional 
development as a method for emancipatory 
history writing: 

 experiences with PADev.–T. Dietz (THE 
NETHERLANDS) 

 Dilemmas for regional development in the 

Poland’s spatial planning – J. Bański 
(POLAND) 

 Territorial development in Romania: 
between competitiveness and cohesion. 
Local and regional disparities – B. Mitrică, 
I. Grigorescu, I. Mocanu, P. Șerban, M. 
Dumitrașcu (ROMANIA) 

 Geographic and Institution Matters in 
Achieving Sustainable Development in 
Indonesia –T. Nurlambang(INDONESIA) 

 Regional Development Policy and practice 
in Ghana: past, present, and future –B. 
Ofori-Amoah (USA) 

Challenges and opportunities for 
strengthening the regional and local economy 

 Challenges and Opportunities for 
Strengthening the Local Economy –Peter 
Elias (NIGERIA) 

 Measures of regional development on the 
example of Poland –M. Mazur, D. Mazurek 
(POLAND) 

 Diagnosis of demonetization and its impact 
assessment on regional development- An 
Indian experience –B. Srinagesh (INDIA) 

 Pro-Poor Local Economic Development 
and the Demand for Economic Growth: 
LED strategies for inclusive development in 
South Africa –A. Gunter (SOUTH 
AFRICA) 

 Staying alive by going glocal: A case study 
of the towel-related industry balancing FDI 
and the local industrial cluster in Shikoku, 
Japan –A. Taira (JAPAN) 

 Development and Dependency in the Fijian 
Periphery: Kadavu Island and its Kava 
Production – M. Sofer (ISRAEL) 

4. Archival Contributions 

Copies of all materials and publications sent to 
the IGU Secretary General. 



- 416 -

 413 

5. The Mission, Objectives and Continuation 

The IGU Commission on Local and Regional 
Development provides an international forum 
for the study of issues related to such matters as 
local and regional development, reorganization 
of space, local development in the urban and 
rural space, and the role of institutions in the 
spatial organization. The interests of the 
Commission are exhibited in developing and 
developed regions and nations. Our mission is 
to advance international research, scholarship 
and knowledge in a variety of domains 
concerning local and regional development 
through: 

- the development and dissemination of 
theoretical, conceptual and methodological 
frameworks concerning local and regional 
development; 

- the discussion of wide range of empirical 
and policy issues; 

- to widen of the scope of the debate on the 
topics of ―local and regional development‖ 
in different national and institutional 
contexts. 

The Commission is a dedicated group of 
scholars aiming to advance international 
knowledge of a variety of issues concerning 
local and regional development. The 
Commission's program involves organising 
meetings each year and expanding its 
intellectual network through academic 
conferences, publications and website. The 
Commission proposes to continue to be active 
through both its established international 
steering committee and by expanding its list of 
corresponding members.We have a number of 
plans and challenges, that we would like to 
pursue in the future. 

6. URL of the commission‘s website. 

Website:http://igu-clrd.igipz.pan.pl/home.htm 
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C16.29 Commission on Marginalization, Localization, and Regional 
and Local Responses 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Steering committee 2016-2020 

Prof. Steve Déry (Chair) 
Université Laval, Département de géographie 
2405, rue de la Terrasse, Québec, QUÉBEC  
Canada, G1V 0A6  
Phone: 1-418-656-2131 poste 5107 
E-mail: Steve.Dery@ggr.ulaval.ca 

Prof. Emeritus Walter Leimgruber 
(Commission Secretary) 
Université de Fribourg/CH, Département de 
Géosciences, Unité de Géographie  
4, chemin du Musée  
CH-1700 Fribourg 
Switzerland 
Phone: ++41 26 300 90 10 (secr.), +41 26 402 
83 02 (private) 
Fax: ++41 26 300 96 47 (secretariate) 
E-mail: walter.leimgruber@unifr.ch 

Dr.FiruzaBegham Binti Mustafa,  
Senior Lecturer, Department of Geography, 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
University of Malaya 
50603 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia 
Phone: 79675536 
E-mail:firuza@um.edu.my 

Prof. Ruth Kark 
Department of Geography Faculty of Social 
Sciences 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Mount Scopus, Jerusalem 91905, 
Israel, Telephone Home: 972-2-643-4820 
Fax: 972-2-643-4820 
E-mail: mskark@mscc.huji.ac.il 

Prof. BornaFuerst-Bjeliń 
UNIVERSITY OF ZAGREB  
Faculty of Science, Department of Geography 
Maruliševtrg 19/II, 10000 Zagreb 
Croatia 

Web: www.pmf.unizg.hr/geog/borna.fuerst-
bjelis 
Phone: +385 1 4895 428 
E-mail:bornafb@geog.pmf.hr 

Prof. Daichi Kohmoto 
Associate Professor of Geography 
Nara University of Education 
Takabatake-cho, Nara, 630-8528  
Japan 
E-mail:daichizu@gmail.com 

Prof. Dr. Kenneth Matengu 
Pro-Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation and 
Development 
University of Namibia,  
340 MandumeNdemufayo Ave Pionierspark, 
Windhoek, 
Namibia 
Phone: +264 61 206 3944 
Fax: +264 61 242644 
E-mail:kmatengu@unam.na 

Dr. ToivoMuilu 
Natural Resources Institute Finland (professor) 
Department of Geography (adjunct professor) 
Po Box 413 
FI-90014 University of Oulu 
Finland 
Phone: +358 29 532 6722 
E-mail:toivo.muilu@luke.fi 

Dr. Catherine Robinson 
Adjunct associate professor 
University of Queensland, Brisbane St Lucia, 
QLD 4072, 
Australia 
Phone: +61 7 3365 1111 
E-mail: Catherine.Robinson@csiro.au 

 

Prof. Claudio Urra Coletti 
Instituto de Geografía 
Facultad de Filosofía y Letras 
Universidad Nacional de Cuyo 
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Mendoza – Argentina 
Phone: 
E-mail: urra73@gmail.com 

2. Meetings 

Since, there was the regional conference held in 
Quebec City in August, hosted by the 
department of geography at Laval University, 
we focused on this event. 

2.1 Business meetings 

The Commission held a business meeting open 
to all members, old and new, on Wednesday, 
August 8, during the Regional Congress of the 
IGU in Quebec City. Twelve people 
participated. The rest of the time, the Steering 
Committee function by email exchanges. 

2.2. Regional Congress of the IGU in Quebec 
City 

Our commission met during the 2018 Regional 
Conference of the IGU in Quebec City, Canada, 
that took place from August 6 – 11. The papers 
were organized in five sessions, partly in 
collaboration with the Commission on Regional 
Development. At first, the Commission on 
Tourism was supposed to join, the way the 
organization of the program was made did let us 
much room for that kind of collaboration. 
However, even the cooperation of the first two 
commissions was not recognized as such in the 
program. It has to be noted that the organizing 
committee of the Congress made a mistake with 
the identification of the Commission: our 
Commission bears the number C16.29 but was 
wrongly identified as 31 during the congress in 
all the published documentation, which led to 
some irritation. 

Five paper sessions were held on Tuesday, 
August 7 (sessions 1-4) and Thursday, August 9 
(session 5) with the 19 following papers: 

2.3. Upcoming conferences 

i) 7th EUGEO Conference Galway, May 15-
18, 2019 

The Association of Geographical Societies in 
Europe (EUGEO) will hold its 7th conference in 
Galway, Ireland, in conjunction with the 
conference of Irish geographers. Our 
commission will present a session, entitled 
Marginality in the European context seen 
through geographical lenses. The session will 
be convened by Stanko Pelc (coordinator), 
Fátima Velez de Castro (University of 
Coimbra-CEGOT), Walter Leimgruber 
(Fribourg University) and Steve Déry (Laval 
University). 

ii) Nepal, December December 8 – 15 2019 
(tentative dates) 

Our member Pushkar Pradhan has offered to 
organize our 2019 annual conference in his 
country. The tentative date, just before the 
Christmas break, is justified by the weather. 
Winter is the best season to visit Nepal as it is the 
dry season. The tentative title is Natural 
Disasters, Marginalized Regions and Labour 
Migration. The conference will include paper 
sessions and a 5-day field trip to Sirubari village 
and surroundings, southwest of Pokhara. Situated 
around 1,500 – 1,600 m asl, the village offers 
accommodation in a homestay and is home to a 
unique ethnic group.Further information will be 
mailed in the next few weeks. 

iii) Romania and Turkey, 2020 

We also have an offer from RaularianRusu, a 
colleague from Romania, to hold a Commission 
conference just before the next IGU Congress 
in Turkey (2020), so our members can 
participate to both events. The Steering 
Committee will work during the next few 
months to materialize these two projects. 

3. Networking 

3.1. Collaboration with other IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces 

For the IGU Regional Congress in Quebec 
City, we planned collaboration with two other 
commissions: Commissions on Local and 
Regional Development(chair: Jerzy Banski) and 
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on Geography of Tourism, Leisure and Global 
Change(chair: Dieter K. Müller). 
Unfortunately, the way the submission of 
abstracts and panels was organized messed up 
things and it was not really possible to go 
further. At least, we managed to organize all of 
our five panels under the umbrella of our 
Commission and the Commission on Local and 
Regional Development; the only problem is that 
it was not recognized as such in the program. 

3.2. Other collaboration  

We had no formal collaboration with other 
organizations, with the International Social 
Science Council or the International Council for 
Science. 

4. Publications 

4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues, and 
books published in 2018 

We issue two Newsletters annually,one 
inJune/July,the second in December. Since 
2017, they feature an editorial written by the 
chair. In addition, five short NewsFlasheswere 
sent to our members in 2018. They are a new 
means to inform members during the year of 
specific events or new publications.  

4.2. Books and other publications 

As a reminder, in 2016, Springer started the 
publication of a new series, Perspectives on 
geographical marginality. Three volumes have 
been published so far: 

 Chand R. & Leimgruber W. (eds. 2016), 
Globalization and marginalization in 
mountain regions. Assets and Challenges in 
Marginal Regions, vol. 1 of the series 
Perspectives on Geographical Marginality, 
edited by Walter Leimgruber, Etienne Nel 
and Stanko Pelc, Springer 

 Chand R., Nel E. and Pelc S. (eds. 2017), 
Societies, Social Inequalities and 
Marginalization. Marginal regions in the 
21st century, vol. 2 of the series 

Perspectives on Geographical Marginality, 
edited by Walter Leimgruber, Etienne Nel 
and Stanko Pelc, Springer 

 Pelc S. and Koderman M. (eds. 2017), 
Nature, tourism and ethnicity as drivers of 
(de)marginalization. Insights to marginality 
from perspective of sustainability and 
development, vol. 3 of the series 
Perspectives on Geographical Marginality, 
edited by Walter Leimgruber, Etienne Nel 
and Stanko Pelc, Springer 

5. The current accurate URL of the 
commission‘s web site 

The new website address is:  

https://sites.google.com/view/igugeographicalm
arginality/geographical-marginality 

It has been organized by one of our member, 
Stanko Pelc from Slovenia. 
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C16.30 Commission on Mediterranean Basin 2018 

1. Membership 

 1.1. Steering Committee 2016-2020: 

Maria Paradiso(Chair) 
University of Sannio, Benevento, Italy 
(paradiso@unisannio.it). Mobile: +39-
3277856516 
Mohamed Alouat 
ENSB, Algeria (Young Scholar Committee) 
alouat777@yahoo.fr 

Fathy Abo Ayana  
University of Alexandria, Egypt 
(aboyana@yahoo.com) 

Habib Ben Boubaker 
University of Manouba, Tunisia 
(hboubaker@yahoo.fr) 

Lluis Frago  
University Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain 
(llfrago@ub.edu) 

Anton Gosar 
University of Koper / Capodistria, Slovenia 
(anton.gosar@guest.arnes.s) 

Naji Khedi 
Université Libanaise – Zahlé, Saida, Lebanon 
(Young Scholars Committee) 
naji.kehdy@hotmail.com (resigned for personal 
reasons on November 2018) 

Antoine Le Blanc 
Université Littoral, France (Antoine.Le-
Blanc@univ-littoral.fr) 

Jelena Lukovic  
University of Belgrade, Serbia 
(jlukovic@gef.bg.ac.rs) (Young Scholar 
Committee) 

Izhak Schnell  
University of Tel Aviv, Israel 
(schnell@post.tau.ac.il) 

Mehmet Semoncu 

University of Ankara, Turkey 
(Mehmet.Somuncu@ankara.edu.tr) 

Anastasia Stratigea 
National Polytechnic of Athens, Greece 
(stratige@central.ntua.gr) 

Barney Warf 
University of Kansas, United States 
(bwarf@ku.edu) 

1.2. Honorary Board  

 Antoine Bailly, University of Geneva 
(antoine.bailly@unige.ch) 

 Annick Douguédroit, University of 
Marseille-Aix en Provence 
(Annick.Douguedroit@univ-provence.fr) 

 Aharon Kellerman, University of Haifa, 
Israel, (akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il) 

 Maria Sala, University of Barcelona, Spain 
(sala@trivium.gh.ub.es) 

1.3. Corresponding members:  

The total number of corresponding members is: 
200 ca. A good amount comes from 
developing countries. 

Members come from: Algeria, Australia, China, 
Croatia, Egypt, France, Finland, Germany, 
Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, 
Montenegro, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, 
Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Saudi Arabia, 
Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, UK, and US. 

The majority of Colleagues from MENA countries 
use yahoo or gmail accounts; some of them are 
based in France; some colleagues may use a 
yahoo.fr but they work and live in North Africa. 

2. Meetings 

1. ANNUAL COMB CONFERENCE 2018 
within the premises of IGU Quebec August 
2018 
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2. ANNUAL COMB CONFERENCE 2018 
Jointly with MEDCLIVAR September 
2018 Beograd 
Http://Www.Medclivar2018conf.Eu/I
ndex.Php/Organization (COMB 
Steering Jelena Lucovic Co-Organiser; 
Maria Paradiso In Conference Steering 
Committee). 

3. Networking and communication 

 Cooperation with MEDCALIVAR 
CONFERENCE Beograd 2018 (COMB 
ref. person  Jelena Lukovic, COMB 
Steering) 

A. Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter- and multi-
disciplinary. 

3.1. The commission has stable cooperation 
with the following scientific organisations: 

 ICSU Italy (M. Paradiso on National 
Board) and Morocco. 

 AIC association Internationale de 
climatologie (A. Douguedroit et L. Henia) 

 MEDCLIVAR (P. Lionello) 

 Academia Europaea London 
(Interdisciplinary Academy); Academia 
Europaea ‗Mediterranean Hub in Barcelona 
(Maria Paradiso). 

 inter- and multi-disciplinary Young 
Academia Europaea Initiative (for the 
benefit of COMB Young Scholars; for AE 
Prof. J. Peltzer Heidelberg). 

 inter- and multi-disciplinary United Nations 
University on Mobility and Migration, 
Barcelona Campus (ref. Director Parvati 
Nair and COMB Char Maria Paradiso), 
IMIS Osnabruek; MIGRINTER 
POITIERS; Marine Excellence Research 
Centre University of Khiel (Professor Silya 
Klepp). 

 international, intergovernmental Anna 
Lindh Foundation (Euromediterranean 
cultural Cooperation for Union for the 
Mediterranean), COMB is representative in 
AL via EUROGEO; COMB has 
partnerships with Eurogeo for representing 
on behalf of Eurogeo and COMB 
Mediterranean focus initiatives where laws 
admit only Europe-based organisation. 

 EUGEO (Prof. Kovacs and Tabusi) and 
EUROGEO, the Association of European 
Geographers (Prof. Donert) 

 AAG-Association of American 
Geographers (Europe and Middle East 
Specialty Group) 

 international, intergovernmental the Euro-
Med University EMUNI being one of the 
founding members, Portoroz Slovenia. 

 international, intergovernmental the Union 
for the Mediterranean the EU-Med policy 
initiative in particular with the Secretariat 
of Education and Research (Prof. Chet), 
Secretariat of Social Affairs (Hon. Cecilia 
Attard). 

 the CERES-Centre d‘Etudes Sociales-
économiques de Tunis. 

 ENSB Ecole Superieure de Bouzereah, 
Algeria 

 National Council of Research Italy 

 Israeli Academy of Sciences (geography 
representative) 

 French Association of Geographers (ref. 
Professor Antoine Le Blanc) 

 Catalan Research Institute, Spain 
(Professors Guerero and Garcia Ramon) 

 Tunisian Association of Geographers 
(Professor Ben Boubaker) 

 Turkish Geographical Society and Ankara 
Research Centre on History, Geography, 
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Language (Professors Taertek, Gonecgil, 
Cicek) 

 Morocco: Rabat Agdal University 
(Geography Department), Mohamed V ; 
Marrakesh Cady Ayyad, Hassan II; Fès 
University. 

 Palestinian Geographical Society and 
Journal (Prof. H. Al Rimmawi) 

 EuroMediterranean Cluster on Smart City 
and Blue Growth (Prof. Stratigeia, Athens 
Polytechnic) 

3.2.  The commission has stable cooperation 
with the following Journals: 

 Europa Regionale (Leipzig University) 

 Insularis Geographia (Palma Mallorca 
University) 

 Miscellanea Geographica (WArsaw Dept 
of Geography) 

 La Mediterrannée (Marseille-Aix) 

 Documenti Geografici (Italy) 

 Euromediterranean International Journal 
(Portoroz) 

 Espace Politique (France, Editor Sthephane 
Rozière) 

 Turkish Geography Review 

 Palestinian Geographical Society Journal 
(COMB members recently joined the 
international board) 

 

4. Publications 

1. Maria Paradiso (Editor) Mediterranean 
Mobilities and Europe changing 
relationships. Crisis, encounters, Change; 
Springer 2019 (issued in 2018) 

2. Stratigea, Anastasia, Kyriakides, 
Elias, Nicolaides, Chrysses (Eds.) 2018 
Smart Cities in the Mediterranean. Coping 
with Sustainability Objectives in Small and 
Medium-sized Cities and Island 
Communities. Springer. 

5.  Future plans and activities 

 IGU 2019 Thematic Conference Koper: 
COMB is co-organiser. 

 A SPECIAL interest is in IGU Istanbul 
2020 Congress since a Mediterranean 
country will hold the Congress. We are 
interested in active cooperation with 
Istanbul LOC in selecting topic, keynotes 
with a special relevance for the Region in a 
Global scenario. 

6. Archival Contribution. 

Reports are available via IGU coordination. 
Books can be sent under Authors/Editors 
availability. 

7. Website 

The current accurate URL of the commission‘s 
web site. http://igu-mediterraneanbasin.org/ 
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C16.32 Commission on Political Geography 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Steering Committee  

Virginie MAMADOUH (Co-Chair) 
Department of Human Geography, Planning 
and International Development  
University of Amsterdam , Nieuwe 
Achtergracht 166, Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands 
V.D.Mamadouh@uva.nl 

Alexander B. MURPHY (Co-Chair) 
Department of Geography, University of 
Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403-1251, USA 
abmurphy@uoregon.edu 

Stéphane ROSIÈRE 
Department of Geography, University of Reims 
Champagne-Ardenne 
UFR Lettres et Sciences humaines, 57, rue 
Pierre Taittinger, 51100 REIMS, France 
email: stephane.rosiere@univ-reims.fr 

Jan WENDT  
Department of Regional Development 
Geography, University of Gdańsk 
Ul. Bażyńskiego 4, 80-952 Gdańsk, Poland 
jan.wendt@ug.edu.pl 

James SIDAWAY  
Dept. of Geography, NUS, AS2, #03-01, 1 Arts 
Link, Kent Ridge, Singapore 117570 
geojds@nus.edu.sg 

Simon DALBY  
CIGI Chair in the Political Economy of Climate 
Change 
Balsillie School of International Affairs/ 
Wilfrid Laurier University,  
67 Erb Street West, Waterloo, ON N2L 6C2 
Canada 
sdalby@gmail.com 

Adriana DORFMAN 
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, 
Porto Alegre, Brazil  
adriana.dorfman@ufrgs.br 

Oren YIFTACHEL  

Department of Geography and Environmental 
Development, Ben Gurion University of the 
Negev 
P.O.B. 653 Beer Sheva, Israel 
yiftach@exchange.bgu.ac.il 

Jussi LAINE 
Karelian Institute, University of Eastern 
Finland 
Joensuu Campus, P.O. Box 111, FI-80101 
Joensuu, Finland 
jussi.laine@uef.fi 
www.uef.fi/ktl/jussi_laine 

Inocent MOYO 
University of Zululand, South Africa 
NoyoI@unizulu.ac.za 

LIU Yungang 
Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, China 
yggliujp@qq.com 

2. Meetings 

 Activities at the IGU 2018 Thematic 
Conference ―Practical Geography and XXI 
Century Challenges‖ Moscow, Russia, 6-8 
June 2018 

 Activities at the 2018 Regional Conference 
―Apprécier la difference/Appreciating 
difference‖ in Québec, Canada, 6-10 
August 2018 

 CPG Co-sponsored III Congresso 
Brasileiro de Geografia Política, 
Geopolítica e Gestão do 
Territórioconference, Niterói, Rio de 
Janeiro, 10-13 September 2018 

 Co-sponsored Conference : The 16th 
International ‗Lodz‘ Conference On 
Political Geography: ―The role of the State 
in the era of Globalization‖,Skorzęcin near 
Gniezno, Poland, September 12-14, 2018. 

 Co-sponsored Doctoral Forum on ―The 
Belt and Road & Political Geography‖ 
Sun-Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou, 
China, 19-22 August 2018 , 75 participants 
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 Activities at the 16th BRIT Conference 
(BRIT=Border Regions In Transition) 
―North-South Dialogue on Border 
Management‖. The University of Ibadan, 
Nigeria / Université d‘Abomey-Calavi, 
Cotonou, Benin 15-18 October 2018, 160 
participants 

3. Networking 

a. Collaboration with other IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces: The 
Commission on Political Geography has 
worked with other IGU Commissions, in 
order to organise a group of joint sessions 
at the IGC , the IGU Regional Conferences 
and the IGU Thematic Conference, 
especially History, Gender, and Education , 
and with Islands and Geomorphology  

b. Collaboration with other international, 
intergovernmental, and inter- and multi-
disciplinary groups The Commission on 
Political Geography has been actively 
collaborating with other international 
research groups, such as BRIT (Border 
Regions in Transition), ABS (Association 
of Borderlands Studies), Società 
Geografica Italiana, EuGeo, Association of 
American Geography Political Geography 
Study Group, Research Committee 15 
(Political and Cultural Geography) of IPSA 
(International Political Science 
Association) and many others, in order to 
co-organise and co-sponsor conference and 
seminars.  

c. Cooperative efforts with ISSC 
(International Social Science Council) 
and with ICSU (the International 
Council for Science) programs. 

4. Publications 

4.1. Newsletters, special journal issues, and 
books published in 2012-2013 (please 
provide complete citations for all 
publications).  

Newsletters are available on the website of the 
Commission on Political Geography including 
the newsletter edited in 2018 (nr. 23).  

Follow-up of the activities of the Commission 
at the IGU Thematic Conference 
Geographies for peace / Geografias para la 
paz, La Paz , April 2017: 

Heriberto Cairo, Ulrich Oslender, Carlo Emilio 
Piazzini, Jerónimo Ríos, Sara Koopman, 
Vladimir Montoya Arango, Flavio Bladimir 
Rodriguez M., Liliana Zambrano Quintero, 
(2018) ―Territorial Peace‖: The Emergence of a 
Concept in Colombia‘s Peace Negotiations‖ 
Geopolitics 23(2) 464-488. 

Nick Megoran & Simon Dalby (2018) 
Geopolitics and Peace: A Century of Change in 
the Discipline of Geography, Geopolitics 23(2): 
251-276. 

5. The current accurate URL of the 
commission‘s web site 

http://www.igu-cpg.unimib.it/ 

The webmaster is: Anna Casaglia, Anna 
Casaglia anna.casaglia@uef.fi 

The Commission has got also a mailing list; in 
order to Subscribe to the CPG new mailing 
list, it is necessary to send an empty email to 
IGU-CPG-join@list.uva.nl or to send an email 
to the administrator v.d.mamadouh@uva.nl pm 

The Commission has got a Facebook group.  

IGU CPG Commission on Political Geography 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/4560545977
63023/ 

To become a member, it is necessary to join 
Facebook and to send a request to the group 
administrator. elena.dellagnese@unimib.it 
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C16.33 Commission on Population Geography 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Commission on Population Geography 
Steering Committee Members, 2016-20 

Professor Etienne Piguet (Chair) 
Institut de Géographie 
Université de Neuchâtel 
2000 Neuchâtel 
Switzerland 
Tel : +41-32-7181919 
Fax : +41-32-7181701 
etienne.piguet@unine.ch 

Professor Jianfa Shen (Vice-Chair) 
Department of Geography and Resource 
Management 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Shatin, N.T. 
Hong Kong 
Tel.: +852-3943-6469 
Fax : +852-2603-5006 
jianfa@cuhk.edu.hk 

Dr. Nikola Sander (Secretary) 
Forschungsdirektorin 
Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 4 
D-65185 Wiesbaden 
Germany 
Tel.: +49-611 75 2235 
nikola.sander@bib.bund.de 

Professor Martin Bell 
School of Geography 
University of Queensland 
Brisbane QLD 4072  
Australia 
Tel.: +61 7 3365 1111 
martin.bell@uq.edu.au 

Professor Charlotta Hedberg 
Umeå universitet, 
Samhällsvetarhuset, Plan 3 & 4 
901 87 Umeå 
Tel.: +46 90 786 56 02 
charlotta.hedberg@umu.se 
Professor K Bruce Newbold 

School of Geography and Geology 
McMaster University 
Hamilton, Ontario - Canada 
Tel: 905-525-9140 
newbold@mcmaster.ca 

Professor Pierre Kamdem 
MIMDEL 
Université de Dschang 
Cameroun 
Tél : + 237 94 58 38 02 / + 336 33 18 30 10 
pierre.kamdem@yahoo.fr  
pierre.kamdem@univ-poitiers.fr  

Professor Patrick Sakdapolrak  
Arbeitsgruppenleiter 
Institut für Geographie und Regionalforschung 
Universitätsstraße 7/5 
1010 Wien 
Austria 
Tel : +43-1-4277-48730 
patrick.sakdapolrak@univie.ac.at  

Professor Papa Sakho 
Chef du Département de Géographie 
Faculté des Lettres et Sciences Humaines 
UCAD  
Dakar 
Sénégal 
Tél. +221338254001 
papa.sakho@ucad.edu.sn  

Professor Darren Smith 
Professor of Geography 
Department of Geography 
Martin Hall Building 
East Park 
Loughborough University 
Leicestershire, 
LE11 3TU, UK 
Tel.: +44 (0)1509 222745 
D.P.Smith@lboro.ac.uk 

Professor Rainer Wehrhahn 
Arbeitsgruppenleiter 
Arbeitsgruppe Stadt- und 
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Bevölkerungsgeographie. 
Geographisches Institut 
Universität Kiel  
Ludewig-Meyn-Straße 14 
D-24098 Kiel 
Germany 
Te.: +49 431 880-2474 
wehrhahn@geographie.uni-kiel.de  

Professor Yu Zhu 
Director 
Center for Population and Development 
Research - Fujian Normal University 
FUZHOU, Fujian Province 
350007 
P. R. CHINA 
Tel.: +86 591 83441543 
zhu300@fjnu.edu.cn  

Professor Brenda Yeoh Saw Ai 
Department of Geography 
Asian Meta Centre for Population and 
Sustainable Development 
National University of Singapore 
Singapore 
Tel.: +65-6874-5281 
Fax: +65-6779-1428 
geoysa@nus.edu.sg 

1.2. Commission members by country as of 
15 December 2018 

The commission counted 374 corresponding 
members as of 15.12.2017 and 390 as of 
15.12.2018. The country profile remained similar.  

1.3. Commission‘s URL  

The Commission has a website http://www.igu-
popgeo.org/. The website is managed by Nikola 
Sander. 

2. Meetings 

2.1. Meetings organized (or sponsored) in 
2018  

Moscow IGU Russia 4-6 June 2018 

Québec IGU Canada  21-25 August 2018 

2.2. Summary or program of meetings: 
Session organized and Questions 
addressed  

Thematic conference IGU in Moscow (4-6 
June 2018) 

The IGU Thematic Conference dedicated to the 
centennial of the Institute of Geography of 
Russian Academy of Sciences took place in 
Moscow from 4-6 June 2018. All details and 
abstracts can be found here: 
http://100igras.ru/en/  

Among many interesting sessions and keynote 
speeches the Commission on population 
geography organized a session on ―Population 
Migration, Mobility and Climate Change with a 
specific focus on Russia and neighboring 
countries‖. 

 Migration Trends in the Post–Soviet Space 
Olga Chudinovskikh, Mikhail Denisenko  

 Assessment of Climate Conditions Impact 
on the Socioeconomic Situation and 
Settlement Patterns in Russia‘s Regions T. 
Borodina, V. Vinogradova, O. Glezer, I. 
Sokolov, A. Zolotokrylin  

 The ―Migration Crisis‖ of 2015/16 in 
Europe: The Beginning of a New Migration 
Era? Etienne Piguet  

2.2.2. On 5 June 2018, our commission also co-
organized a well-attended joint session: 
LAND-BASED SOLUTIONS IN A 
CHANGING ENVIRONMENT with 
the С16.26. LAND USE AND LAND-
COVER CHANGE commission  

Key Directions of the Development of the 
Scientific and Coordination Center for 
Combating Desertification and Droughts (In 
Memory of Nikita Glazovsky) G. Kust, T. 
Kuderina, O. Andreeva, A. Zolotokrylin, S. 
Kostovska, S. Suslova, V. Lobkovsky  

 Understanding the Dynamics of 
Agricultural Regions: Complex Analysis of 
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Land Use and Land Cover Data A. 
Naumov, O. Klimanova  

 Migration, Mobility and Climate Change 
Research: State of the Art Etienne Piguet  

 Implications of Post–Soviet Agricultural 
Land–Use Change on Soil Organic Carbon 
Balance Across the Steppes of Former 
Soviet Union Alexander V. Prishchepov, 
Irina Kurganova, Florian Schierhorn, 
Valentin Lopes De Gerenyu, Christoph 
Müller, Susanne Rolinsky, Ksenia 
Myachina, Yakov Kuzyakov  

 The Emergence and Delay of the New 
Environmental Paradigm in V4 Countries 
— Challenges of Sustainable Land 
Management András Donát Kovács, Jenő 
Zsolt Farkas  

 Land Degradation Neutrality: Global 
Vision and Perspectives Barron Joseph Orr, 
Jamal Annagylyjova  

2.3. Meetings and other events planned by 
the Commission, 2019 

10 janvier 2019: Rencontre scientifique 
interdisciplinaire: environnement, changement 
climatique, populations. Université Gaston 
Berger – Saint Louis – Sénégal. Sponsored by 
the IGU commission on population geography. 
Details here: http://www.unine.ch/files/l 
ive/sites/inst_geographie/files/shared/Accueil/A
ctualit%c3%a9s%20Publications/Pr%c3%a9se
ntation_Colloque.pdf  

1 July-3 July 2019 Loughborough University, 
UK, will be the venue for the 10th International 
Conference on Population Geographies 
(http://www.lboro.ac.uk/about/find-us/). The 
overall theme of the conference will be: 
Resilient Populations. There will be optional 
fieldtrips on Sunday 31 June (4pm onwards) 
and Weds (3 July) afternoon/early evening.  

 

10-12 October, 2019 7th International Conference 
on Gender Studies Gender, Space & Place and 
Culture Center for Women's Studies Eastern 
Mediterranean University BE 159, Famagusta, 
Turkish Republic of North Cyprus. The 7th 
International Conference on Gender Studies will 
be held in Famagusta, North Cyprus on by the 
Center for Women's Studies of the Eastern 
Mediterranean University.  

The goal of the conference is to provide a place 
for scholars, experts, professionals and activists 
with interdisciplinary backgrounds related to 
gender and space relations to exchange new 
ideas and latest researches. We seek to create a 
ground to examine relations between various 
disciplines such as urban planning, architecture, 
politics, gender and women‘s studies, 
anthropology, environmental studies, sociology, 
and history. gspc@emu.edu.tr Sponsored by the 
IGU commission on population geography. 

3. Networking 

3.1.  Links with other IGU Commissions 
and Taskforces 

 As the report on meetings listed above has 
illustrated the commission has engaged 
with several other IGU Commissions.  

 The commission plans to pursue the 
fruitful contacts. Especially C08.17 Global 
Change and Human Mobility, C12.10 
Gender and Geography and the new 
Commission on African Studies 

 Collaboration with other International and 
Inter-disciplinary Groupings, 2018 existing 
collaborations (e.g. with the International 
Population Geographies Conference series, 
Population Geography Research Group of 
the RGS-IBG) will be maintained. 

4. Publications 

4.1. Newsletters, Special journal issues and 
Books 

Newsletter 
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The Commission has produced one Newsletter 
each year. All Newsletters are available on the 
website. 

4.2. Selected Books 

 Shen J, 2018,Urbanization, Regional 
Development and Governance in China. 
London: Routledge. https://www.tayl 
orfrancis. com/books/9781351389235 

 Liu-Farrer G and Yeoh BSA, 2018, 
Routledge Handbook of Asian Migrations. 
London: Routledge. https://www.routledg 
e.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Asian-
Migrations/Liu-Farrer-
Yeoh/p/book/9781138959859 

The commission see his task as mainly a 
conference organizer where researchers can 
meet and discuss results before publication in 

scientific journals. The commission is not 
directly involved in publication activities. 

4.3. Journals 

Members of the steering committee are all very 
active in advisory boards of the best journals in 
population geography where they also publish 
regularly. 

5. Archival Contributions 

The content of Newsletters is archived on the 
website. Copies are always sent to IGU 
secretary general upon publication. 

6. Commission‘s URL  

The Commission has a website http://www.igu-
popgeo.org/. The website is managed by Nikola 
Sander.  
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contradictory themes, is part of the aim of 
bridging the gaps for the purposes of this CSRS 
Colloquium. Furthermore, identified gaps to be 
considered are related to geographical scales; 
for instance between the global arena 
(globalisation, world trade arrangements, global 
and climate change, etc.) and regional and local 
spaces of adaptation, or contestation. The 
regulatory spaces of nation-states (with or 
without devolved institutions) and supra-
national structures interact at multiple scales, 
resulting in a complex web of inter-
relationships. Extended abstracts were 
published in a book that contains 61 papers 
written by 128 authors from Europe (93), Asia 
(16), Australia (12), Latin America (3), Africa 
(2) and North America (2). The rich fieldwork 
develops rural development in peripheral areas 
and the issue of heritage as an asset for 
sustainable development. Another book was 
published to encompass the information 
concerning the questions debated on field. 

2.3. 2019 Annual CSRS Meeting: Saint Paul, 
Minnesota (USA) (in planning stages) 

The 27th CSRS Colloquium will take place in 
Minnesota (21-26 July 2019) and is organized by 
the Geography Departments at Macalester 
College and the University of Wisconsin – Eau 
Claire. The 6-day Colloquium fosters 
international collaboration and information 
exchange specifically focused on concepts of 
economic, social, and environmental 
sustainability of rural systems. The key organizing 
theme of the 2019 Colloquium is Sustaining 
Rural Systems: Rural Vitalityin an Era of 
Globalization and Economic Nationalism. The 
Colloquium and Field Study are organized around 
four sub-themes highlighting the importance of 
―local‖ while interrogating the relationships 
between local social and economic vitality and 
national and global trends. 

2.4. 2020 Annual CSRS Meeting: Zagreb-
Zadar (Croatia), (in preparation). 

The steering committee decided to organize the 
2020 conference in Croatia under the 
supervision of Aleksandar Lukić. 

2.5. IGU- UGI Regional Conference, Quebec 
City 2018 

Four sessions were organized or co-organized 
by the Commission during the 2018 IGU 
Regional Meeting in Quebec. Co-Chairs Barcus 
and Schmitz attended the meeting and chaired / 
co-chaired several sessions. 

C36-SP1. Rural Migration and Community 
Change 

C36-SP3. Rural Land Resources and 
Agricultural Change (with AGLE commission) 

C36-SP6. Service Provision and Rural 
Sustainability: Infrastructure and Innovation 

C36-SP100. Sustainability of Rural Systems 
OPEN SESSION / SESSION OUVERTE 

26 papers were presented. One special issue of 
the Review RIVAR (ISSN 0719-4994) will 
collect the papers presented in the session Rural 
Land Resources and Agricultural Change. 

3. Networking 

3.1. IGU-AGLE: Yulin, China, 26-29 August 
2017.Agricultural Geography and Land 
Engineering inauguralconference. Co-Chair 
Barcus attended the inaugural conference 
of the IGU- AGLE Commission. She gave 
a keynote address titled ―Contested Space, 
Contested Livelihoods: An Overview of 
Two Decades of Pasture Management and 
Land Tenure Reform in Mongolia‖ and was 
Chair of two paper sessions and Discussant 
for two paper sessions at the conference. 

3.2. EUGEO Brussels, 4-6 September 2017. 
CO-Chair Serge Schmitz was member of 
the Organizingcommittee and co-organizes 
three sessions on Rural Europe: Territorial 
perspective and rural development (11 
papers from Belgium, France, Hungary, 
Israël, Italy (2), Japan, Portugal, Romania 
& Spain) 

3.3. EUGEO Galway, 15-18 May 2019. Two 
sessions will be organized under the 



- 431 -

 428 

auspice of the IGU-CSRS:―Agrofood 
systems transformation‖ and ―Landscape 
garbling‖. 

3.4. AAG Annual Meeting in New Orleans, 
Louisiana.Two sessions are co-sponsored 
by the RuralGeography Specialty Group of 
the AAG (described below). Global Rural 
Transitions and Sustainability (IGU-CSRS 
sponsored) and Rural Geography in Africa, 
Asia, and Middle and South America 

3.5. AAG Annual Meeting in Washington 
D.C., 2019. One session with 5 papers is 
currently prepared. 

3.6. The 13th Korea-China-Japan Joint 
Conference on Geography was organized 
by past chair Kim in Chongqing, China in 
2018. (Kim D.C.) 

3.7. The 4th Asian Conference on 
Geography‖ in Guangzhou, China was 
organized by past chair Kim in 2018. 

3.8. The Korean Rural Geography 
Association was organized by past chair 
Kim in 2018. 

4. Publications 

Two special issues from the CSRS 2016 
Conference in Liège were published in fall 
2017. 

 Schmitz S. & Dubois C., (Eds) 2017. La 
durabilité des systèmes ruraux : concilier 
héritage et innovation, Sustainability of 
Rural Systems: Balancing Heritage and 
Innovation, Belgeo 2016-4. ISSN 2294-
9135 
http://journals.openedition.org/belgeo/1932
0 

 Dubois C., Firmino A., Kim D.-C. & 
Schmitz S. (Eds) (2017). Balancing 
Heritage and Innovation in sustainable rural 
systems, BSGLg, vol. 69, 94p. .ISSN 0770-
7576 ISBN 2-87298-022-9 
http://popups.ulg.ac.be/0770-7576/ 

 

19 contributions are included in the two 
volumes. 

 Antrop M. (2017). Balancing heritage and 
innovation – the landscape perspectives. 
BSGLg, 69: 47-51. 

 Bicalho A.M. & R. Peixoto (2017). Farmer 
and Scientific Knowledge of Soil Quality: 
A Social Ecological SoilSystems 
Approach. Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Bousbaine A. & C. Bryant (2017). Les 
systèmes innovants alimentaires, cas 
d‘étude : la Ceinture Aliment Terrede 
Liège. Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Cawley M. (2017). A strategic approach to 
protecting the sustainability of a natural 
heritage and tourismresource: the river 
Moy, Ireland. BSGLg, 69: 53-62. 

 Ciervo M. (2017). The olive rapid decline 
complex (ORDC) diffusion in Apulia 
Region: An apparent 
contradictionaccording to the agricultural 
model. Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Dal Borgo A.G. & G. Gambazza (2017). 
From abandoned village to ecovillage: a 
sustainable tourism experienceby the 
community of Torri Superiore. BSGLg, 69: 
63-78. 

 Douet M. (2017). Du bon usage du bocage 
: la haie bocagère au cœur des enjeux de 
développement durable.Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Firmino A. & D.C. Kim (2017). Balancing 
Heritage and Innovation: Pathways towards 
the sustainability of RuralSystems. An 
Introduction, BSGLg, 69: 5-7. 

 Hoefle S. & A.M. Bicalho (2017). Nature 
Enclosures: Historic Peasants versus Public 
andPrivate Conservation Units of the 
Paraguay River in the Pantanal Wetlands of 
Western Brazil. Belgeo, 2016/4. Jones R. & 
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A. Buckley (2017). From the horse and cart 
to the internet: a century of rural 
connectivity change inrural Western 
Australia. BSGLg, 69: 9-16. 

 Kumer P. & I. Potoţnik Slaviţ (2017). 
Heterogeneous small-scale forest 
ownership: complexity of managementand 
conflicts of interest. Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Mathis D. (2017). Quelles trajectoires pour 
les territoires ruraux d‘étangs en Lorraine 
(1970 à nos jours)?.Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Nguyen T.M.A., Kim, D.C & F. Ubukata 
(2017). Negotiating the state-making in 
Vietnam borderland – Case studyof an 
ethnic minority group in Central Vietnam. 
Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Robinson G.M. & S.R. Robinson (2017). 
Improving landscape or recreating the 

picturesque? Three historic rurallandscapes 
in the English Midlands. Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Rudnicki R., Dubownik A. & M. 
Biczkowski (2017). Diversification of 
sources of income in agricultural holdings 
inthe context of multi-functional 
development of rural areas in Poland. 
Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Schmitz S. & C. Dubois (2017). 
Sustainability of Rural Systems: Balancing 
Heritage and Innovation. Belgeo, 2016/4. 

 Schmitz S. & C. Dubois (2017). Tensions 
sur le devenir des campagnes wallonnes. 
Notes de terrain BSGLg, 69:81-94. 

 Spagnoli L. & L. Mundula (2017). The 
family farming: a traditional model to 
foster the agriculture innovation. BSGLg, 
69: 17-28. 
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C16.35 Joint Commission on Toponymy 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Members (Steering board) 

Chairs: Cosimo PALAGIANO (IGU), Peter 
JORDAN (ICA),  
Vice-Chair: Paulo DE MENEZES (common 
IGU/ICA)  
Choo, Sungjae (Republic of Korea) 
sjchoo@khu.ac.kr 
Ferland, Yaïves (Canada) 
Yaives.Ferland@hst.ulaval.ca 
Jordan, Peter (Austria, Common IGU/ICA vice-
chair) peter.jordan@oeaw.ac.at 
Menezes, Paulo de (Brazil, ICA co-chair) 
pmenezes@acd.ufrj.br 
Ormeling, Ferjan (Netherlands) 
f.ormeling@geo.uu.nl  
Palagiano, Cosimo (Italy, IGU co-chair) 
cosimo.palagiano@uniroma1.it 
Raper, Peter (South Africa)raperpe1@iburst.co.za  
Watanabe, Kohei (Japan) 
kw10004@cam.ac.uk 

2. Meetings 

3.1. 29th UNGEGN Session, Bangkok, 25-29 
April 2016 

Presentation of the Commission in a side event. 
The twenty-ninth session of the United Nations 
Group of Experts on Geographical Names was 
held at the headquarters of the Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific in 
Bangkok from 25 to 29 April 2016, in 
accordance with Economic and Social Council 
decision 2014/240. This conference primarily 
focused on the importance of work in 
supporting United Nations Conferences on the 
Standardization of Geographical Names and the 
essential assistance it continues to afford 
Member States in the standardization of 
geographical names and related areas of 
cartography and geographical information 
management. 171 participants from about 50 
UN State members and 9 observers attended. 
Cosimo Palagiano represented the IGU as 

observer. Other 10 members of the Commission 
on Toponymy actively attended. 

3.2. IGU Congress, Beijing, 21-25 August 
2016 

Commission session titled ―Place names as 
social constructs‖. So far about 10 abstracts 
submitted. About 40 participants of the 
Commission attended.At the Session presented 
by the IGU-ICA Commission ―Place Names As 
Social Constructs‖ 10 papers were approved 
about the Economic value of other side of place 
names (by Sungjae Choo et al.), The Toponymic 
Brand Equity in Seoul, Korea (by Heesu Kim et 
al.), Metamorphic Toponymic identities in 
urban villages of NCT of Delhi (by Kriti 
Kanaujia), Post-colonial urbanization and 
changes of vernacular Toponyms around 
Bupyeoun-gu, Incheon (by Je Hun Ryu), 
Diachronic analysis of the Geodonymic (street 
name) space of Ashtana City (by Madina 
Tussupbekova et al.), The definition of 
Toponyms Mentioned in Secret History of 
Mongols (by Dash Doljin), Spatial Patterns of 
Manchu Place Names in Northeast China (by 
Zhu Zhenhua et al.), Probing the place identity 
via the naming of bus stops (by Dong Po Deng), 
Cultural Interpretation of place name brand in 
the process of Marketzation – As an example of 
“ChenMai BailLian Goose” (by Zhaoliang 
Zhangzhengsheng), Spatial politics of street 
names between Taipei and Shanghai (by Huang 
Wenchuan). 

3.3. Regional Pan-American Symposium on 
Toponymy; in co-operation with 
PAIGH, IBGE and ICSU Americas, Rio 
de Janeiro, 15 – 17 March, 2017. 

The International Pan American Symposium on 
Toponymy, organized by the Joint ICA/IGU 
Commission on Toponymy, was held from 
May 3 – 5, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.The 
Symposium had the support of the Federal 
University of Rio de Janeiro, through the Post 
Graduation Program in Geography and 
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GeoCart, Laboratory of Cartography of the 
Department of Geography, the Pan American 
Institute of Geography and History, PAIGH, as 
well as the Brazilian Institute of Geography and 
Statistics, IBGE.The location in the Centro de 
Ciências Matemáticas e da Natureza – CCMN, 
Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ) 
Av. Athos de Oliveira Ramos, 274, Cidade 
Universitária, Rio de Janeiro, RJ – Brasil was 
excellent in a department surrounded by a 
luxuriant garden. 

We can highlight the presence of Prof. Paulo 
Menezes, organizer and ICA Chair of the Joint 
ICA/IGU Commission on Toponymy, Prof. 
Cosimo Palagiano, from Italy, IGU Chair of the 
Joint ICA/IGU Commission on Toponymy, 
Prof. Peter Raper from South Africa and Prof. 
Yaïves Ferland from Canada. Due to the 
concurrence of two events Peter Jordan. 
Common vice-Chair of the Joint Commission 
could not attend the Symposium.The event had 
92 registered delegates from 8 countries, Brazil, 
Canada, Colombia, Portugal, Argentina, 
Dominican Republic, South Africa and Italy. 
There were 24 papers and 6 keynote oral 
presentations.During his welcome speech 
Cosimo Palagiano underlined the importance of 
the collaboration between geographers and 
cartographers, which was the aim when the 
Commission was planned in 2011 in Santiago 
de Chile and established  in 2012 in Cologne. 
The interaction between geography and 
cartography is particularly essential in 
toponymy. 

Paulo Menezes went over the history if our 
Joint Commission on Toponymy, whose 
founder fathers are. Ron Abler, Peter Jordan, 
Paulo Menezes and Cosimo Palagiano.The 
main themes were Toponymy on Maps, 
Toponymy and Education, Indigenous and 
Minority Toponymy. The old maps of Brazil 
presented by Paulo Menezes have been of 
particular interest, as well as the discussion on 
the above subjects.During the Closing 
Ceremony Peter Raper, Paulo Menezes and 
Yaïves Ferland delivered a speech on the 

excellence of the contributions and discussions, 
which were very interesting and deepened. 
Yaïves Ferland also disseminated the first 
circular of the 2018 International Geographical 
Union Regional Conference which will be held 
in Quebec City from August 6 to 10, 2018. The 
theme of the meeting is ―Appreciating 
difference, Apprécier la difference‖, which is a 
common Quebec expression. The website of the 
conference is: igu2018.ulaval.ca. 

Cosimo Palagiano highlighted the presence and 
the activity of many young researchers, who are 
our future. To them we wish a bright future in 
life and research.The event was successful and 
one of the main decisions made by the plenary 
of the Closing Ceremony was to organize the 
SIPAT meeting every two years. 

3.4. Pre-conference symposium of ICC 
Washington D.C. jointly with the ICA 
Commission on the History of 
Cartography, 29-30 June 2017.  

The ACI Workshop ―Charting the Cosmos of 
Cartography: History – Names – Atlases has 
been held in the Library of Congress 
Geography and Map Division in Washington 
DC, 28-30 June 2017. This workshop has been 
organized by ICA Commission on the History 
of Cartography, ICA Commission on 
Toponymy, and ICA Commission on Atlases. 

These about 25 papers have been presented: Ed 
Redmont, George Washington as Map Maker, 
Chas Langelaan, The Mason Dixon Line – a 
story of pioneering technical triumph, Derek 
Alderman, Naming Place as Doing Violence 
and Justice: Racism, Memory-Work, and Why 
Black Toponymies Matter, Peter Jordan, The 
Use of Minority Place Names on Maps of the 
Third Austrian Military Survey – with a 
regional focus on Slovenian and Croatian lands, 
Jana Moser, Atlas-Maps and Atlases as 
Visualization of the Global Condition – School 
Atlases in Germany and in the United States, 
Lindsay Braun, An Agent in Pretoria: Fred 
Jeppe, the Cartography of the Transvaal, and 
British Imperial Knowledge before 1900, Láslo 
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Zentai, Transformation of relief representation 
from hachures to contour lines on the 
topographic maps in Hungary, Abel Hegedüs, 
Hungarian military mapping abroad 1919-1990, 
Cosimo Palagiano, The Ptolemy‘s Atlas maps 
and their amendments, Paulo de Menezes, 
Comparative Study of the Geographical Map of 
Rio de Janeiro Province, 1823 – An Attempt to 
Dating, Mark Monmonier, Motives for 
Patenting a Map Projection: Did Fame Trump 
Fortune?, Jan Mokre, Franz Ritter von 
Hauslaub (1798-1883) – An Austrian 
Representative of the Progress of Cartography 
in the 19 th century, Imre Demhardt, Becoming 
Petermann: A Tale of Five Brtish Atlases, 
1848-1855, Peter Raper, Reconstructing and 
Mapping Prehistoric Toponyms, Elri 
Liebenberg, The Cape of Good Hope: The 
toponymic evolution of some of its 
topographical features as depicted on historical 
maps, Albina Apriadsa &amp; Ari Cahyono, 
Defining Toponyms in Indonesia‘s Papua: 
Historical Political Interests and Native 
Legacies, Hyo Hyun Sung &amp; Sejin Ahn, 
Developing the guideline for standardization of 
Marine Geographical Naming: Problem 
Oriented Analysis, Yaïves Ferland, Back to the 
Feature! Geographical Relationships among 
Palce names Readable on Maps, Karen Cook, 
Drawn for the Mind‘s Eye: Map Metaphors in 
Early Modern English Literature, Eric Losang, 
The atlas narrative – new approaches reflecting 
on the development of US world atlases 
between the Civil War and World War I, 
Thomas Sculz, The Statistical Atlases of the 
Baltic States 1918-1940: First National Atlases 
of the three newly independent countries, 
Hussein Abdulmuttalib , History of Land and 
Marine Atlases, Maps and Images of Dubai, 
Francis Harvey, Herbert Bayer‘s 1953 World 
Geo-Graphic Atlas: A Novel Atlas at the time 
and still today, Igor Drecki, New Zealand: New 
Zealand Government Cartography: Mapping 
Ross Dependency. Two Technical Tours have 
been held: 1) Map Vault of the Geography 
&amp; Map Division, and 2) Treasures of the 
Folger Shakespeare Library. 

Some of these papers will be published in The 
Cartographical Journal, directed by Alexander 
Kent. 

3.5. International Cartographic Conference, 
Washington D.C., 2-7 July 2017 

The ICA/IGU Commission had its usual 
toponymic sessions. 

Location: Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, 2660 
Woodley Road NW, Washington, District 
Of Columbia 20008 USA. 

About 500 papers were presented and 
discussed. Paulo de Menezes chaired the 
Business Meeting of the ICA Commission on 
Toponymy. In the session of Commission of 
Toponymy Paulo de Menezes presented a paper 
on Toponymic Contributions in the area of 
Santa Cruz Farm – Rio de Janeiro Capitancy – 
Brazil, Cosimo Palagiano presented a paper on 
The place names of the Middle East before and 
after the discovery of Americas. Some 
examples from ancient maps. In the same 
Commission Toponymy chaired by Peter 
Jordan Riemer Reinsma presented a paper on 
prototypical peripheral toponym pairs 
expressing the concept ‗all over the country‘ as 
a part of the mental map, Mohsen Dhieb and 
Younghoon Kim presented titles on when 
places change their names on maps. Cases 
study from the Arab world and Disappearance 
and survival of geographical place names in 
new address system in Cheongju, South Korea 
respectively. In the session of Commission 
Education and training Georg Gartner presented 
a paper on the triangle of competences as 
elementary part of modern cartographic 
education. In The Commission Ubiquitous 
mapping Georg Gartner also presented a paper 
about the function maps. In the Commission 
History of Cartography László Zentai presented 
a paper on Adventures of a world atlas – 
History of the publication of the Debes Atlas in 
Hungary. Imre Josef Demhardt chaired the 
Business meeting of the ICA Commission on 
History of Cartography. I the same Commission 
Imre Josef Demhardt presented a paper on 
mapping the Suez Canal: Cartographic Heritage 
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of a Nineteenth Century Engineering Behemoth 
and Elri Liebenberg presented a paper on David 
Livingstone‘s mapping of south-central Africa, 
1849-1873. Yaïves Ferland presented a 
poster on Back to the Feature! Direction, 
Distance, Disposition and Orientation in the 
Ontology of some Place Names. These are 
some of the papers presented. A choice of them 
will be published in The Cartographical 
Journal, directed by Alexander Kent‖. 

3.6. United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names (UNGEGN) 

The 11th UN Conference on the Standardization 
of Geographical Names was held from 8 to 17 
August 2017 in the Conference Room 3 of the 
United Nations in New York, NY 10017 USA. 
About 60 State Members of the United Nations 
gathered in 23 divisions that make up the 
UNGEGN according to a rough-and ready 
linguistic rule were registered. In addition 8 
representatives or observers (from IGU, 
ICANN, ICA, Names Society of Southern 
Africa, ESRI, Google, Universitad Nacional de 
Columbia, DGACM, The make Things 
Workshop, AISI-CIG, Wuhan University) were 
registered. This list was completed by 7 people 
of the United Nations Secretariat. The 
Conference begins with reflection on the past 
and future for the fiftieth anniversary of the 
United Nations Conference on the 
Standardization of Geographical Names. Some 
national and international meetings, 
conferences, symposiums, publicity and 
publications follow, with the report by the 
International Hydrographic Organization, the 
activities of the joint IGU/ICA Commission on 
Toponymy, the International Map Year 2015-
2016 (submitted by Liaison Officer of ICA), 
Place names day and place names Bee in 
Latvia, The International Symposium on 
Application of Marine Geophysical Data and 
Undersea Feature Names, the International 
Seminar on Sea Names. Some national 
standardizations follow, with the description of 
administrative structure of national names 
authorities, legislation, policies and procedures. 
Toponymic guidelines for map editors and 
other editors. Geographical Names as culture, 

heritage and identity (including indigenous, 
minority and regional language names), 
Toponymic data files and gazetteers, Exonyms, 
Writing systems and pronunciation, Country 
names. Terminology in the standardization of 
geographical names. Toponymic education. 
Features beyond a single sovereignty and 
international cooperation. Arrangements for the 
twelfth Conference. Draft organization of work. 
During the Conference some special 
presentations (on UN-GGIM, A reflection of 
UNGEGN Capacity building programme and 
communication and publication activities, Title 
TBD, Geographical names standardization in 
Africa: challenges and constraints, New York 
City urban names, Positioning geospatial 
information to address global challenges, 
―Mapping our Seas, Oceans and Waterways – 
more important than ever‖, ―Field Names in the 
Tyrol (Austria), Collection, Standardization and 
cultural aspects‖, ―Location and Place Names 
in creating the Smart, Sustainable, and Resilient 
Communities of the Future‖, Title TBD‖, 
―Māori geographical naming in New Zealand, 
with emphasis on the Treaty of Waitangi‖, 
SALB) were presented. The following panels 
were discussed: National Names Authorities, 
Geographical Names as Cultural Heritage, 
Making Geographical Names Data Accessible 
and Available, UN resolutions of exonyms: 
witnesses of the past or guidelines still 
observed? , Writing names in so-called non-
written languages. Support of geographical 
names data files and gazetteers to UN-GGIM 
activities like the SDG‘s and 2030 Agenda. The 
plenary presentations were: Measures taken and 
proposed to implement United Nations 
resolutions on the standardization of 
geographical names, including the economic 
and social benefits, Reports on the work of the 
United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names, its divisions, working 
group and task team since the Tenth 
Conference, Reports by Governments on the 
situation in their countries and on the progress 
made in the standardization of geographical 
names in the standardization of geographical 
names since the Tenth Conference. During the 
lunch time some meetings were organized to set 
out particular problems. For the documents 
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presented during the 30th Session of the United 
Nations Group of Experts on Geographical 
Names 7 & 18 August 2017, New York see: 
https://unstats.un.org/UNSD/geoinfo/UNGEGN
/ungegnConf11.html.Among the interesting 
discussions I would like to emphasize the 
following ones: 1)   The Romanization of the 
geographical names ; 2)   The standardization 
of geographical names, 3)   The training in 
toponymy 4)   The exonyms, 5)   The cultural 
heritage, 6)   The naming of indigenous people 
place names. But the most important issues are 
the Romanization of the geographical names , 
the training in toponymy and the exonyms, 
Peeter Päll presented a report which I enclose 
as well I enclose the program of Icute for the 
training in toponymy, while Peter Jordan has 
discussed many years about the exonyms. Peter 
Jordan also presented a report on our IGU-ICA 
Joint Commission on Toponymy.  

3.7.  The sixth EUGEO Congress 

The sixth EUGEO Congress has been held in 
Buxelles/Brussels in the prestigious Palace of 
the Academies from September 3rd to 6th 
articulated in 39 parallel sessions (78 sub-
sessions, that included toponymy themes) and 6 
plenary sessions. The participants, from all over 
Europe and more, were around 300. EUGEO is 
the Association of Geographical Societies in 
Europe. The aim of EUGEO is to represent its 
members at the European level and to 
coordinate and initiate joint activities of the 
members to advance research and education on 
the Geography of Europe and to promote the 
scientific discipline, the school subject and the 
professional practice of Geography in Europe. 
EUGEO Congresses are held every two years 
(Amsterdam,2007; Bratislava, 2009; London, 
2011; Rome, 2013; Budapest, 2015) and are 
characterized by a very open atmosphere and 
with a large participation of young researchers. 
Thanks to the excellent work of the organizers, 
the Brussels congress was also an opportunity 
to get to know the city better and to visit some 
of the areas that are less subject to tourist flows 

(eg a Molenbeeck walking tour and a city tour 
with trams). 

During the congress the General Assembly of 
the Organization met, which thanked the 
outgoing President Henk Ottens for his 
extraordinary work during his mandates. The 
Executive Committee, collecting what emerged 
unanimously at the meeting, elected Zoltan 
Kovacs as the new President.The Executive 
Committee also met a IGU delegation, setting 
to further strengthen cooperation between the 
two organizations. More info about the 
Congress and paper abstract can be found at the 
link: https://eugeo2017.sciencesconf.org; 
EUGEO website is www.eugeo.eu 

4. Publications 

 PETER JORDAN, PAUL WOODMAN 
(eds.), Place –Name Changes. Proceedings 
of the Symposion in Rome, 17-18 November 
2014. Verlag Dr. Kovaţ. Hamburg 2016 

 JANA MOSER (Hrsg.), Forum ifL. Heft 
30. IGU-UGI, ICA-ACI, Joint Commission 
Seminar on Historical Maps, Atlases and 
Toponymy. Leibniz-Institut für 
Länderkunde, 2016 

 LUCIE MÖLLER (ed.) “Nomina Africana. 
Journal of the Names Society of Southern 
Africa”, 30(1) April 2016 

 MIRELA ALTIŠ, IMORE JOSEPH 
DEMAHARDT, SOETKIN VERWUST 
(eds.), Dissemination of Cartographic 
Knowledge, 6 th International Symposium 
of the Commission on the History of 
Cartography, Springer, 2017 

 RAIS AKTHAR, COSIMO PALAGIANO 
(eds.), Climate Change ad Air Pollution. 
The Impact in Developed and Developing 
Countries, Springer, 2017 

5. Website:  

www.igu-icatoponymy.org 
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C16.36 Commission on Transport Geography 2018 

1. Membership 

Membership of the IGU Transport and 
Geography Commission (T&GC) now totals 
389 members from 47 countries. Membership 
include attendees and participants at T&GC 
sessions held at IGU Santiago 2011, IGC 
Cologne 2012, IGU Kyoto 2013, IGU Krakow 
2014, IGU Moscow 2015, IGC Beijing 2016, 
and IGU Quebec City 2018 as well as Steering 
Committee members. 

1.1. Steering Committee 2016-2020 

The current IGU T&GC Steering Committee 
was elected at the International Geographical 
Congress (IGC) Meeting in Beijing in 2016 to 
serve until the next IGC Meeting in Istanbul in 
2020. 

Professor Richard Knowles (Chair) 
University of Salford, Manchester 
Greater Manchester M5 4WT, United Kingdom 
Email r.d.knowles@salford.ac.ukPhone: +44 
(0) 1612954912  

Dr. Frederic Dobruszkes(Secretary) 
Universite Libre de Bruxelles, Brussels, 
Belgium 
Email: fdobrusz@ulb.ac.be 

Dr. Chia-Lin Chen, Xi‘an Jiaotong (Vice Chair) 
Liverpool University, Suzhou, China until  
September 2018, then at University of 
Liverpool in London  
Email: chia-lin.chen@liverpool.ac.uk 

Professor Andrew Goetz (Treasurer) 
University of Denver, Colorado, USA  
E-mail agoetz@du.edu 

Professor Tim Ryley 
Griffith University, Queensland, Australia 
E-mail t.ryley@griffith.edu.au 

Dr. Antonio Nelson Rodrigues da Silva 
University of Sao Paulo, Brazil 
E-mail anelson@sc.usp.br 

Professor Claude Comtois 
Universite de Montreal, Canada 
E-mail claude.comtois@umontreal.ca 

Professor Albert Abane 
University of Cape Coast, Ghana 
E-mail abanealbert@gmail.com 

Dr. James Wang 
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR 
E-mail jwang@hku.hk 

Professor Moshe Givoni 
University of Tel Aviv, Israel  
E-mail givonim@post.tau.ac.il 

Professor Koichi Tanaka 
Ibaraki University, Japan 
E-mail gis@mx.ibaraki.ac.jp 

Professor Markus Hesse 
Universite de Luxembourg, Luxembourg 
E-mail markus.hesse@uni.lu 

Dr. Ana Condeco-Melhorado 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain 
E-mail amcondeco@gmail.com 

2. Meetings 

IGU Regional Meeting, held jointly with the 
Canadian Association of Geographers Annual 
Conference, Quebec City, Canada: 6-10 August 
2018 

The Transport and Geography Commission 
convened a poster session and seven sessions of 
presentations on five themes on: 

1. Big data for mobilities studies: 
Applications and critical perspectives 
(Convenor – Ana Condeco Melhorado: 1 
session, 5 papers) 

2. Relationships between airline networks, 
distance and technological change 
(Convenor – Frederic Dobruszkes 1 
session, 4 papers) 
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3. Effects of transport investment on 
regeneration and social inclusion 
(Convenors – Richard Knowles and Chia-
Lin Chen: 1 session, 4 papers) 

4. Impacts of High Speed Rail (Convenors – 
Andrew Goetz and Chia-Lin Chen: 2 
sessions, 9 papers) 

5. Open Sessions (2 sessions, 7 papers) 

2.1. Travel Awards 

IGU Transport and Geography Commission 
Travel Awards of $800 each were made to 
Daniel Mabazza (Philippines – developing 
country) and Carlos Hugo Soria Caceras (Spain 
– early in career). 

2.2. Future meetings in 2019 

A co-convened session on Cities and Networks 
has been agreed with the Transportation 
Geography Study Group of the American 
Association of Geographers (AAG-TGSG) and 
the IGU Urban Commission for the next AAG 
Conference in Washington DC in April 2019.  

2.3. Future meetings in 2020 

For the next (34th) International Geographical 
Congress (IGC) meeting in Istanbul, Turkey in 
August 2020, the Transport and Geography 
Commission are planning to convene sessions 
on at least four thematic topics and also 
organise a trans-Bosphorus multi-modal urban 
transport field trip in Istanbul. 

3. Networking 

The Commission liaises other transport 
research groups and other IGU Commissions 
including: 

 the Transportation Geography Specialty 
Group (TGSG) of the American 
Association of Geographers 

 the Hong Kong Society for Transportation 
Studies (HKSTS) 

 the Transport Geography Research Group 
(TGRG) of the Royal Geographical Society 
(with the Institute of British Geographers) 

 AK Verkehr (Germany)  

 NECTAR (Network on European 
Communications and Transport Activity 
Research)  

 EUGEO (Association of Geographical 
Societies in Europe). 

 IGU Commission on Urban Geography 

T&GC Steering Committee members and many 
ordinary Commission members have strong 
international links, joint research and 
publication with many other geographers and 
transport researchers. The mission of the IGU 
Transport and Geography Commission is to 
share and disseminate transport geography 
research at a global level in conjunction with 
national research groups and other IGU 
Commissions. Our research focuses on 
transport, mobilities and spatial change and 
relates to geographic theory. It involves the 
analysis of transport policies, processes and 
behaviours that influence the movement of 
people, goods and information. This research 
includes all modes of transport, at local, 
regional and global scales. Environmental, 
welfare and energy questions, and social, 
economic and governance dimensions are also 
addressed. Dissemination of the Commission‘s 
work includes books, research journal papers 
and journal Special Issues. 

4. Publications 

Knowles R.D. and Ferbrache F. (eds.) (in press 
2019) Transit Oriented Development and 
Sustainable Cities: economics, community and 
methods. Edward Elgar Publishing: Cheltenham 
UK and Burlington VT, USA. 

 

This peer-reviewed book is in press for 
publication in May 2019 and is based mainly on 
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papers originally presented at co-convened 
sessions of the IGU Transport and Geography 
Commission and the Transport Geography 
Research Group of the Royal Geographical 
Society (RGS), at the RGS Conference in 
London, 1st September 2017. 

Several papers presented at IGU Transport and 
Geography Commission Sessions in 2017 and 
2018 have been submitted to journals for 
review and could be published in the near 
future. 

5. Archival Contributions 

Commission members are asked to submit to 
IGU Archives copies of published journal 
papers that were initially presented at IGU/IGC 
Conferences. 

Knowles R.D. and Rozenblat C. (eds) (2016) 
Sir Peter Hall- Pioneer in Regional Planning, 
Transport and Urban Geography. Springer 
Briefs on Pioneers in Science and Practice, 
Volume 52, Springer Internal Publishing: 
Switzerland. 

This seminal book was co-edited on behalf of 
the IGU Transport and Geography Commission 
and the IGU Urban Commission by their 
respective Chairs. Springer referenced the IGU 
on the cover of this book and included a full-
page statement (p. 137) about the IGU with the 
approval of IGU Secretary General Professor 
Michael Meadows. Springer donated a copy to 
the IGU Archives. 
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C16.37 Urban Commission: Urban Challenges in a Complex World 
2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Steering Committee 

Gender issues of the steering Committee: 5 
women, 5 men + Chair (woman) 
Prof. Céline Rozenblat (Chair) 
University of Lausanne, Switzerland  
celine.rozenblat@unil.ch 

Dr. Keisuke Matsui (Associated Chairs)  
University of Tsukuba, Japan   
jiji@geoenv.tsukuba.ac.jp 

Dr. Daniel O'Donoghue (Associated Chairs) 
Canterbury Christ Church, 
University, United Kingdom 
daniel.donoghue@canterbury.ac.uk 

Prof. Ludger Basten    
TU Dortmund, Germany    
ludger.basten@tu-dortmund.de   

Prof. Liliane Buccianti- Barakat  
Université Saint-Joseph de, Beyrouth, Lebanon 
lbarakat@usj.edu.lb    

Dr. Shenjing He 
University of Hong-Kong 
sjhe@hku.hk     

Dr. Lidia Mierzejewska    
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland  
mierzeja@amu.edu.pl    

Dr Niamh Moore    
University College Dublin, Ireland  
Niamh.Moore@ucd.ie    

Prof. Petros Petsimeris    
University Paris 1, France   
petros.petsimeris@wanadoo.fr  
 
Dr. Maria Jose Pineira- Mantinan  
University of Santiago de Compostella, Spain 
mariajose.pineira@usc.es  
     

  
Prof. Ivan Townshend    
University of Lethbridge, Canada  
towni0@uleth.ca    

1.2 Members 

The status of member requires the person to 
have attended at least 2 of the last 
6commission‘s meetings. The membership list 
is updated every 4 years in order to elect the 
nextcommission‘s project. The update of 2015 
reveals an increase of people attending 
regularly: 64people came at least twice since 
2010 (see the table below). 

 

 Number of persons by 
attendances 

 2 3 4 5 6 Total 

BRASIL 3 1    4 

CANADA   2 1  3 

CHINA 2 1    3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 1     1 

DENMARK  1    1 

FRANCE    1  1 

GERMANY 1 2  1  4 

INDIA 1     1 

IRELAND 1  1   2 

ISRAEL 1 1    2 

JAPAN 2 3 2   7 

LEBANON    1  1 

LUXEMBOURG  1    1 

MEXICO 1 1 1   3 

POLAND 3  1 1  5 

SOUTH AFRICA 8 2 2 1  13 

SPAIN 6  1  2 9 

SWITZERLAND 1    1 2 

UNITED KINGDOM     1 1 

TOTAL 31 13 10 6 4 64 

 



- 442 -

 439 

The table identifies this group of 64 people among 
which 33 attended three times or more, 
20attended four times or more. They constitute 
the core of the Urban commission. The 
64members come from 19 countries and 
contribute and participate very actively to its 
debates.In total, 265 different people attended our 
own meetings between 2010 and 2015 at least 
once, coming from a total of 44 different countries 
(not counting each person several times). 

1.3. Commission mailing list 

The commission mailing list (iguurban@ 
unil.ch) counts 950 subscribers (30th 
November 2018). It is not possible to obtain 
their location by country as far as many of them 
have international email addresses. 

1.4. Young scholar support 

Until 2018 we organized a Young scholar 
competition that had a moderate success. We 
had some great applications until 2017 
(Salvador de Bahia), but in Montreal in 2018 
the applications were less numerous and not of 
the quality we expected. 

So we decided during the Montreal meeting to 
change the kind of support. For 2019, The 
Commission provides grants to help defray the 
costs of young participation to the Conference. 
Please note that, due to limited availability of 
funds, the IGU Travel Grants will provide only 
the contribution to registration. In selecting 
applicants to receive awards, preference will be 
given to young or emerging scholars, in 
particular to those from developing countries. 

2. Meetings 

Since 2016, we introduced a new procedure 
asking for extended abstracts (3 to 5 pages) and 
the steering committee together with the young 
scholar committee and local colleagues 
evaluate them with 2 reviewers for each paper. 
The result is highly appreciated, improving the 
quality of papers. We will continue to improve 
this procedure over the coming years. 

2.1 Salvador de Bahia- Urban commission 
meeting 2017 – 6th to 13th August 2017 

Co-organized with the Department of 
Geography – Geoscience Institute of the 
University Federal of Salvador de Bahia 
(Brazil),Department of Geography, University 
of Santiago de Compostella (Spain) Institute of 
Geography and Sustainability, Geoscience and 
Environment Faculty, University of Lausanne 

2.2. Moscow Thematic IGU Meeting – 4th to 
6th June 2018 

Local host: Russian Academy of science 
Organization of 7 sessions (35 papers) 

2.3. Quebec Regional IGU Meeting – 6th to 
10th August 2018 

Local host: University Laval 

Commission sessions (11 thematics) co-
organized with the CAG Urban Group 

Organization of 15 sessions (62 papers) 

2.4 Urban excursion from Quebec to 
Montreal – August 11th 2018 

Organized by the commission in collaboration 
with Etienne Berthold, Laval University: 25 
people 

2.5. Montreal IGU Urban Commission 
Meeting – 12th to 17th August 2018 

Local Host: INRS - Centre Urbanisation 
Culture Société – VRM Team 

Keynote: Mario Polese: ―Why Cities fail, and 
why the roots of urban failure are rarely local?‖ 

Special thematic: Key factors for urban growth 
and decline 

2.6. Future Meetings 

 2019 - Luxemburg IGU Urban Commission 
Meeting – 4th to 10th August Local Host: 
University of Luxemburg 
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Special thematic: The urban geographies of the 
new economy, services industries and financial 
market places 

 2019 –AAG – Washington DC – 3rd to 7th 
April 2019s 

4 sessions on ―Cities and Networks‖ 

 2019 –ICC – Tokyo – 19th July 2019 

Call for abstract in progress for a one day 
session ―T32 Mapping Cities‖ 

 2020 –IGC Istanbul – 17th to 21th August 
2020 

 2020 –Beirut IGU Urban Commission 
Meeting – 23rd to 30th August 2020 Local 
Host: Saint Joseph University.  

3. Networking 

2018 - Publication with Habitat in the IGU 
SPRINGER series 

Rozenblat C., Pumain D., Velasquez E.: 
International and Transnational perspective of 
Urbansystems, IGU Springer Series: 
ADVANCES IN GEOGRAPHICAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES. Preface by 
Elkin Velasquez, director UN-Habitat Latin 
America 

2018 - Quebec Regional IGU Meeting: 

One joined session with C16.20 Commission 
on Health and Environment 

Supported by the International Science Council 
(ISC) commission "Urban Health and Well 
Being: a system approach" 

2021 – Preparation of an IGU Thematic 
conference – Mexico 

Local Host: UNAM- Institute of geography and 
University Program of Studies on the City 
(PUEC) 

Principal organizer: C16-37 Urban commission 
Urban Challenges in a complex world 

Co-organized with the following commissions: 

- C16-12: commission on governance 

- C16-15: commission on geo-heritage 

- C16-27: commission on Latin American 
studies Contacts in progress with: 

- C16-14: commission on tourism, leisure 
and global change 

- C16-37: commission on population 
geography 

4. Publications 

2018: Rozenblat C., Pumain D., Velasquez E.: 
International and Transnational perspective of 
Urban systems, IGU Springer Series: 
ADVANCES IN GEOGRAPHICAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES. Preface by 
Elkin Velasquez, director UN-Habitat Latin 
America 

2017: Proceedings of the IGU Urban 
Commission Annual Meeting 2017 University 
Federal of Salvador de Bahia 

Digital Cities and Spatial justice  

Editors: Antonio Angelo Martins Da Fonseca, 
Antonio Puentes, Brais Estevez Vilarino 

5. Archival Contributions 

The commission‘s WEBSITE archives 
publications from 1984: 

http://www.unil.ch/igu-
urban/home/menuinst/publications/igu-urban-
commission.html 

Publication and archives of the news on the 
website homepage: 

- World conferences on urban topics 
- Positions 
- New books 
http://www.unil.ch/igu-urban 
the ―IGU Urban Commission‖ FACEBOOK 
Group:https://www.facebook.com/groups/2740
54405156/ 
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C16.38 Commission on Water Sustainability 2018 

1. Membership 

1.1. Structure of Steering Committee 

Over the reporting period Prof. Olga Scarpati announced her retirement from active academic research. 
The current composition of the SC is reflected in the following table: 

 
Function Name Country, 

gender 
SC 
since 

Max. 
to 

Institution Portfolio 

Chair Prof. Dr. 
habil. 
Frank 
Winde 

South 
Africa, 
male 

 
2012 

 
2024 

North-West University, Vaal Triangle Campus, Vanderbijlpark, 
Geography and Environmental Studies, PO Box 1174, 
Vanderbiljpark, 1900; 
Tel. +27 724059561, +49 17696001533, Skype: 
frank.winde, frank.winde@nwu.ac.za 

Management and 
admin, Membership/ 
recruitment, website/ 
public visibility 

Vize 
chair 

Prof. Dr. 
Natalia 
Frolova 

Russia, 
female 

2012 2020 Lomonossov State University, Moscow, Department of 
Hydrology, Faculty of Geography, GSP-1, 119991, Leninskie 
Gory, MSU. Phone: +7 (495) 939-15-33 frolova_nl@mail.ru 

Meetings + archiving 

Vice- 
Chair 

Prof. Dr. 
Chan- 
sheng He 

USA, 
Male 

2012 2020 Western Michigan University. Wood Hall, Department of 
Geography, Western Michigan University, 3234 Wood Hall, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5424. Phone: (269) 387-3425 
Fax: (269) 387-3442 chansheng.he@wmich.edu 

Publications + reporting 

Member Dr. 
Ivan 
Canjevac 

Croatia, 
male 

2012 2020 University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science, Department of 
Geography, Marulicev trg 19/II, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia, 
canjevac@geog.pmf.hr:, Tel. 0038514895424, Fax 
0038514895440, Skype name: naumovac canjevac@geog.pmf.hr 

Collaboration + 
outreach 

Member Dr. Daniel 
Karthe 

Mongolia, 
male 

2016 2024 German-Mongolian University, Mongolia, daniel.karthe@ufz.de Membership + 
recruitment 

Member Prof. Dr. 
Liliana 
Zaharia 

Romania, 
female 

2016 2024 University of Bucharest, Faculty of Geography 
1 Nicolae Balcescu Blv., 010041, Bucharest, Romania, Tel: + 40-
21-305 38 22, Fax: + 40-21-315 30 
74, zaharialil@yahoo.com; zaharialili@hotmail.com 

Proposed: Meetings + 
archiving 

Member Prof. Dr. 
Lanhui 
Zhang 

China, 
female 

2016 2024 Lanzhou University, College of Earth Environmental Sciences, 
Guanyun Building 0912, TianshuiNan Road 222, Lanzhou City, 
zip code：730000, Gansu Province，China, 
Tel/Fax:010 931 8912805 lhzhang@lzu.edu.cn 

Proposed: Publications 
+ reporting 

Member Dr Julia 
Hall 

Austria, 
female 

2017 2025 Vienna University of Technology, Institute of Hydraulic 
Engineering and Water Resources Management, Austria, Tel. 
4315880122322, 1040 Vienna, Karlsplatz 13/222-2 
hall@hydro.tuwien.ac.at 

Collaboration + 
outreach 

Member Prof. emer. 
JAA 
(Tony) 
Jones 

UK, male 2002 open 
ended 

Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, University of Wales, 
Aberystwyth. tonyandjenjones@btinternet.com 

honorary SC-member 

 
 

 

1.2. Member statistics 

The Commission managed to grow in terms of 
active members who submitted a filled-in 
research profile template to 51 (34 male, 17 

female) adding four countries (Australia, 
Turkey, Zimbabwe and Swaziland) to the 18 
already represented at the Commission. We are 
welcoming the following colleagues (in 
chronological order of joining): 
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 Prof. Y Xu, University of the Western 
Cape, SouthAfrica 

 Mr. F Donkor, WITS University, 
SouthAfrica 

 Dr. VS Yavuz, Siirt University,Turkey 

 Mr. I Overton, Water Research 
Limited,Australia 

 Prof. W Choi, University of 
Wisconsin,USA 

 Prof. H Beckedahl, University of 
Swaziland,Swaziland 

 Dr. K Winmore, Midlands State University, 
Zimbabwe 

 Dr. T Marambanyika, Midland State 
University,Zimbabwe 

2. Meetings 

2.1. 2018 IGU Regional Conference, Quebec 
City, Canada (6-10August) 

The annual meeting of the Commission was 
held as part of the IGU Regional Conference in 
Quebec City at which a total of 19 papers were 
presented in the following sessions: 
Hydrological processes between fire and ice I 
(5 papers) Water Sustainability – open session 
(4 papers) Hydrological processes between fire 
and ice II (5 papers) Human and water – 
managing the impacts (5 papers) The general 
consensus among Commission members was 
that the sessions were interesting and successful 
in stimulating multidisciplinary and cross-
country collaboration among members. 
Supported by endorsement letters from the 
Chair an IGU travel grant was provided to prof. 
L. Zaharia and a partially funded volunteer 
position for her PhD student Ms. G. Morosanu. 
Responding to a request for feedback the chair 
addressed a number of concerns members 
voiced regarding the organisation of the event 
by a professional company in an email to prof. 
Guy-Dorion of the LOC (for details see 
Newsletter no. 18 at www.igu-water.org). 

The Commission also held its annual business 
meeting. Among other possible follow-up 
publications from the conference were 
discussed and, following the offer by prof. 
Zaharia, Bucharest (Romania) as the venue for 
the next annual meeting agreedupon. 

2.2. IGU Thematic Conference, Moscow, 
June2018 

Following an initiative of prof. W. Kollossov 
the IGU Thematic Conference: Practical 
Geography and XXI Century Challenges was 
held in in Moscow, 4–6 June 2018 supported by 
the Commission. The conference was dedicated 
to the 100th anniversary of the foundation of the 
Institute of Geography of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences (IGRAS) as largest geographical 
research organisation in Russia and attracted 
750 participants representing 36 countries. As 
part of one of the eight themes of the 
conference (Theme 2: Environmental 
Challenges) our Commission held the following 
sessions headed by proffs. N.Frolova and M. 
Bolgov and attended by a number of 
Commission members: 

1. Water resources in the conditions of 
climatechange 

2. Water management : modern principles, 
methods,results 

3. Water pollution and healthimpacts 

4. Extreme hydrologicalevents 

2.3. Joint Leopoldina-ASSAf Conference on 
sustainable use of abandoned mines (28-
30 Nov. 2017), Johannesburg, South 
Africa 

The South African members of the Commission 
together with the National Academy of Science 
Leopoldina (Germany) and the Academy of 
Science of South Africa (ASSAf) jointly 
organised an international conference on the 
sustainable use of abandoned mines in the 
SADC region, where water and its protection 
from mining-related pollution played a key role. 
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Having attracted some 100 hand-picked 
participants a key topic was the conversion of 
underground mines into pumped hydro storage 
schemes for the first time bringing together five 
research teams from four different countries 
where this innovative concept is currently 
explored. The conference statement and report 
can be found at: doi http://dx.doi.org/10.17159/ 
assaf.2018/0025. 

2.4. Intern. Symposium: Sustainable Urban 
Renewal, Chongqing (China), 12 
June2018 

As newly appointed member of the Commission 
the Director of the China-Africa Water Institute, 
Prof. Yongxin Xu, together with the University of 
Chongqing and the China-Africa Water Institute 
approached our Commission to jointly organise 
an international symposium on sustainable urban 
renewal that was hosted by T.Y. Lin International 
Engineering Consulting (China) Co. Ltd., in 
Chongqing (China) on 12 June 2018. Aspect 
relating to water sustainability included urban 
waste water management, mine water 
management, and water quality aspects in cities. 

2.5. Meetings planned 

2.5.1. Annual Commission Meeting 2019, 
Bucharest (Romania) 

Following the offer of Prof. Zaharia to host next 
year‘s annual Commission meeting at the 
University of Bucharest members present at the 
Quebec business meeting unanimously agreed 
to hold the 2019 meeting in Romania. The 
exact dates, times and venues will be 
determined in collaboration with the host 
university and be communicated to members 
together with the call for abstracts in due 
course. 

2.5.2. IGU Congress 2020, Istanbul(Turkey) 

Responding to a request by the Chair Dr. 
Yavuz, as newly joined member from Turkey, 
indicated his active support of the Commission 
in preparation for the 2020 IGU Congress in 
Istanbul (Turkey). 

3. Networking 

3.1. Collaboration within the Commission 
and with other IGU Commissions and 
Task Forces 

3.1.1. Hydrological glossary 

Following a proposal by Gabriela Morosanu 
(Romania) the idea of the Commission 
contributing to a hydrological glossary was 
launched and enthusiastically discussed among 
member via email correspondence. Latching on 
to the original initiative by the Hydrology 
Group of the Scientific Committee of EGEA 
(European Association of Geography Students) 
to create a wiki platform- based glossary 
several members forwarded existing glossaries 
as well as links to multilingual online versions. 
The idea is generally supported while members 
are aware that duplication should be avoided. 
On the Commission‘s website two published 
glossaries are available in pdf also providing a 
link to the multilingual online glossary 
mentioned above. 

3.1.2. Joint book project 

Following the chair‘s request for responses to a 
proposed book project (a Springer template was 
sent out as an example) a lively discussion 
pursued in response to Prof. D. Karthe 
proposing to explore the viability of a dedicated 
volume on ‗Hydrogeography and Water 
Sustainability‘ as a seemingly underrepresented 
topic in current hydrological and geographical 
literature. The discussion is still ongoing with 
many members having expressed keen interest 
to contribute. The discussion mainly revolves 
around scope and target audiences as well as 
style and contents of a possible joint book 
produced by the Commission aiming to fill a 
gap rather than competing with existing works.  

3.2. Collaboration with other IGU 
Commissions and Task Forces 

For this period no related activities are to be 
reported. 
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3.3. Collaboration with other international 
or inter- and multidisciplinary groups 

A joint proposal of South African members of 
the Commission to UNESCO-IGCP was 
submitted together with scientists from six 
other African countries aiming to investigate 
environmental and health effects of abandoned 
mines in Africa. 

A joint symposium with the China-Africa 
Water Institute was held in Chongqing (China) 
(see above mentioned conference). 

3.4. Cooperative efforts with ISC and CIPHS 

The document outlining the vision of the newly 
formed International Science Council (ISC) 
was distributed and contents noted. A call for 
contributing to reviewing proposals was 
answered by the chair and distributed. 

4. Publications 

4.1. Newsletter and reports 

• Newsletter no. 18 has been circulated in 
September 2017 and can also be found at 
the Commission‘s website (www.igu-
water.org). 

• The quadrennial report on activities of the 
Commission was published in last year: 
Winde F (2017): Water Sustainability. 
Quadrennial report of the Commission for 
Water Sustainability 2012-2016. 
International Geographical Union Bulletin, 
65-66 (2015-2016), 344-353 

• In addition the chair compiled the earlier 
mentioned feedback report to the LOC of 
the Quebec Conference as well as the 2017 
Annual Report to IGU Ex-Co. 

4.2. Special issues, books 

A special edition edited by Chansheng He and 
Frank Winde for the journal Ecosystem Health 
and Sustainability (EHS) entitled: Water 
Sustainability and Watershed Ecosystem Health 
was completed in 2018: 

He C, Winde F (2018): Water Sustainability and 
Watershed Ecosystem Health. Ecosystem Health 
and Sustainability, 4 (10), 241-242, ISSN: 2096-
4129 (print), 2332-8878 (online), DOI 
10.1080/20964129.2018.1538666, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/20964129.2018.1538666 

4.3. Joint papers 

In this section papers are listed which resulted 
from joint efforts of two or more members of 
the Commission or were flowing from 
collaborative projects in which two or more 
members of the Commission participated. 
Names of members of the Commission are in 
red and underlined. 

Kaiser F, Winde F, Erasmus E (2018): Storing 
energy in disused mines: comparing pumped 
water and compressed air-based technologies. 
International Journal of Mining and Mineral 
Engineering, vol. 9, no. 3, 177-195 

Vasilchuk Y, Frolova N, Kasimov N, Winde F, 
Budantseva N, Chizhova J, Efimova L, 
Krasnova E, Terskaya E, Tokarev I, Vasilchuk 
A (2018): Isotope stratification of meromictic 
Lake Terkhtzvetnoe at the White Sea coast 
(Russia). International Journal of Limnology, 
54 (23), 9 pages, https://doi.org/10.1051/ 
limn/2018012. 

Zaharia, L, Ioana-Toroimac, G, Morosanu, G, 
Galie, A, Moldoveanu, M, Ţanjevac, I, 
Belleudy, P, Plantak, M, Buzjak, N, Boţiš, N, 
Legout, C, Bigot, S, Ciobotaru, N (2018): 
Review of national methodologies for rivers' 
hydromorphological assessment: A 
comparative approach in France, Romania, and 
Croatia. Journal of environmental management, 
217 (1), 735-746. 

Ţanjevac, I, Oreńiš, D (2018): Changes in 
discharge regimes of rivers in Croatia. Acta 
Geographica Slovenica, 58 (2), 7-18. 

Oreńiš, D, Ţanjevac, I, Maradin, M (2017): 
Changes in discharge regimes in the middle 
course of the Sava River in the 1931-2011 
period. Prace Geograficzne 151, 93-119 



- 448 -

 445 

Joint paper with the German Geographer‘s 
working group on Hydrology: 

Karthe, D.; Chifflard, P.; Cyffka, B.; Menzel, 
L.; Nacken, H.; Raeder, U.; Sommerhäuser, M. 
& Weiler, M. (2017): Water research in 
Germany: from the reconstruction of the 
Roman Rhine to a risk assessment for aquatic 
neophytes. Environmental Earth Sciences 
76:549 

5. Archival contributions 

A section on the Commission‘s website is now 
dedicated to archive news. Progress was also 
made in retrieving information regarding past 
conferences as a means to record and track the 

historical development of the Commission 
(www.igu-water.org). 

6. Website  

Efforts to improve the appearance, 
attractiveness and contents of the website 
continued resulting in an extensive overhaul of 
the design, the addition of significant historical 
material pertaining to past activities of the 
Commission and significantly shortened 
updating intervals. It is believed that the 
increased attractiveness of the website is 
reflected by the various unsolicited request for 
membership The Commission received over the 
past year (www.igu-water-org). 
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 C16.39 Commission on Agricultural Geography and Land 

Engineering 2018

1. Membership  

Following are the details of the IGU-AGLE 
steering committee members, please find 
bellow my details: 

Yansui Liu, 
Chair, 
Professor 
Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, China 

Guy M Robinson 
Joint chair, Treasurer 
Professor, School of Social Sciences 
University of Adelaide, Australia 

Brigitte Nougarèdes 
Vice chair 
Professor  
French National Institute for Agricultural 
Research (INRA), France 

Yuheng Li 
Secretary, 
Associate Professor, 
Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, China 

Michael Woods 
Professor 
Department of Geography and Earth Sciences 
Aberystwyth University, UK 

Hans Westlund 
Professor 
School of Architecture and Built Environment 
Royal Institute of Technology (KTH), Sweden 

Bob Nanes 
Executive director 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA 

Rajendra P. Shrestha 

Professor 
School of EnvironmentResources and 
Development 
Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand 

Habibullah Magsi  
Associate Professor of Agricultural Economics  
Sindh Agriculture University Tandojam, 
Pakistan  
Tel: +92 342 2479265 
E-mail: hmagsi@sau.edu.pk 

2. Meetings 

a. The Second International Conference of the 
International Geographical Union 
(IGU)Commission on Agricultural 
Geography and Land Engineering (AGLE) 
was heldinJönköping, Sweden, October 17-
19, 2018. Scholars from Sweden, China, 
France,Holland, UK and Australia gathered 
and shared with their studies in the fields 
ofsustainable rural development and land 
use. The conference ―Policy, research and 
development trends for rural revitalization 
in a Post-Rural World‖ aims at analyzing 
rural development trends and investigate 
the relationship between rural 
transformation and land use with a critical 
assessment of current rural policies. During 
the conference, the executive committee 
meeting of the IGU-AGLE commission 
was also held to discuss the commission 
activities in the future. Thene wly elected 
vice president of IGU, Prof. Bojie Fu 
joined the meeting and gave advices to the 
committee members to pursue a better 
commission development. 

b. The Commission is investigating the 
possibility of organizing the third IGU-
AGLEconference in October 2019 in 
Indonesia. The conference theme may 
focus on aspects of agricultural, rural and 
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land sustainability under global changes.  

3. Networking 

a.  The IGU-AGLE executive members 
Yansui Liu, Hans Westlund and Yuheng Li 
attended the 2018 IGU Regional 
Conference, Quebec City, Canada, 5-11 
August, 2018. 

b. The IGU-AGLE executive member Guy 
Robinsson attended theconference on Rural 
Development, Santiago de Compostela, 
July 2018 organized by commission on 
Sustainable Rural Systems, International 
Geographical Union. 

4. Publications 

The IGU-AGLE executive members Yansui 
Liu and Yuheng Li organized a special issue at 
Land Use Policy with the theme of "Land use 
and rural sustainability in China". 2018 May, 
Volume 74: 1-308, ISSN 0264-8377 

This special issue is produced for the 
International Conference on Land Use and 
Rural Sustainability, 17-20 August, Xi'an, 
China  

G.M. Robinson and B. Song, ‗Transforming the 
peri-urban fringe in China: The example of 
Xi‘an-Xianyang‘, Sustainability, 10, 3932; 
doi:10.3390/su10113932. 

G.M. Robinson, ‗New frontiers in agricultural 
geography: transformations, food security, land 
grabs and climate change‘, Boletín de la 
Asociación de Geógrafos Españoles, 78, 1-48. 
doi: 10.21138/bage.2710. 

Song and G.M. Robinson, ‗Multifunctional 
agricultural transformations and the urban 
market: Contrasting examples in Shaanxi 
Province (China)‘, pp. 529-535 in V. Paul 
Carrill, R.C.L. Gonzalez, J.M. Trillo 
Santamaria and F. Haslam McKenzie (eds), 
Infinite rural systems in a finite planet: 
Bridging gaps towards sustainability 
(Universidad de Santiago de Compostela 

Publications, Santiago de Compostela, Spain).  

G.M. Robinson, ‗Agricultural Geography‘, The 
International Encyclopedia of Geography: 
People, the Earth, Environment, and 
Technology (John Wiley & Sons, Association 
of American Geographers, Washington DC), 
DOI: 10.1002/9781118786352.wbieg0590. 

Arunyawat, S. and R.P. Shrestha, 2018. 
Simulating future land use and ecosystem 
services in Northern Thailand, Journal of Land 
Use Science, 13:(1-2)145-165. 

Shrestha, R.P., Raut, N., L.M.M. Swe, T. 
Tieng, 2018. Climate Adaptive Strategies in 
Agriculture: Cases from Southeast Asia, 
Sustainable Agriculture Research, 3(7)39-51. 

Haq, R.U., Eiam-Ampai, K., Ngoprasert, D., 
Sasaki, N., Shrestha, R.P. 2018. Changing 
landscapes and declining populations of Water 
birds: A twelve-year study in Bung Boraphet 
Wetland, Thailand. Tropical Conservation 
Science 11:(1-17) DOI: 
10.1177/1940082917750839. 

Pickee, Y., Shrestha, R.P., Yeshey, Schmidt-
Vogt, D. and Qasim, S. 2018. A comparative 
assessment of land management approaches in 
Bhutan, International Journal of Sustainable 
Development and World Ecology 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13504509.2017.135534
0. 

Peerzado, M.B., Magsi, H. and Sheikh, M.J. 
2018. Land use conflicts and urban sprawl: 
conversion of agriculture lands into 
urbanization in Hyderabad, Pakistan. Journal of 
the Saudi Society of Agricultural Sciences, 
17(2): in press. 

5. Archival Contributions 

The IGU-AGLE commission contributes one 
piece of news to the IGU website. 

1. The second IGU-AGLE commission 
conference held in Sweden: https://igu-
online.org/the-second-igu-agle-
commission-conference-held-in-sweden/
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C16.40 Commission on African Studies 2018 

1. Membership 

The membership of the IGU-CAS can be 
broken down into two categories, which are the 
Steering Committee and corresponding 
members. 

1.1. Steering Committee 

Dr. Inocent Moyo (Chairperson) 
Department of Geography and Environmental 
Studies 
University of Zululand 
Postal Address: Private Bag X1001 
 KwaDlangezwa 3886 
South Africa 
Email: minnoxa@yahoo.com; 
MoyoI@unizulu.ac.za   
Website: http://www.unizulu.ac.za/ 
T: +27 (0) 35 9026340| Office C 9/+27 72 106 
2632 

Dr. Christopher Changwe Nshimbi (Secretary) 
DST-NRF RCA Research Fellow & Deputy 
Director: Centre for the Study of Governance 
Innovation (GovInn), Department of Political 
Sciences, University of Pretoria, Old College 
House, Private Bag X20, Hatfield 0028, 
Pretoria, South Africa, Email: 
csnzed@gmail.com; 
christopher.nshimbi@up.ac.za,  

Dr Alain François LOUKOU (Deputy 
Chairperson) 
Enseignant - Chercheur, Géographie des TIC / 
Lecturer, Geography of ICT 
UFR "Communication Milieu & Société", 
Université de Bouaké (Côte d'Ivoire / Ivory 
Coast) 
12 BP 650 Abidjan 12, Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory 
Coast), GSM: 00 (225) 08 82 51 86 / 03 59 34 
32 
Email:alain_loukou@hotmail.com 

Prof. Kenneth Matengu (Deputy Secretary), 
Pro-Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation and 
Development, Office of the PVC: Research, 

Innovation and Development, University of 
Namibia, Tel: +264 (0) 61 206 3944, E-mail: 
kmatengu@unam.na, 
Web: http://www.unam.edu.na 

Dr Augustin Chabossou, Centre d'Etudes, de 
Formation et de Recherches en Développement 
(CEFRED), Faculté des Sciences Economiques 
et de Gestion 
Université d'Abomey Calavi (Bénin), Adresse 
postale : 04 BP 966 Cotonou 
Mobile : (00229) 97 98 23 22, Fixe : (00229) 
21 38 12 55, Email: achabossou@yahoo.fr 

Dr. Yazidhi Bamutaze, Head of Department, 
Department of Geography, Geoinformatics & 
Climatic Sciences, P.O Box 7062, Kampala, 
Uganda, Tel: +256 414 531 26, Fax: +256 414 
531 641, Email: geog@caes.mak.ac.ug  

Dr. Ibrahima Sylla, Département de Géographie 
de l'Université Cheick Anta Diop  
Dakar, Sénégal, Spécialité : Géographie des 
TIC et de la Société de l'information. 
Geography Department of the University 
Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar, Senegal 
Email: ibrahima.sylla4818@gmail.com 

Professor A.I. Tanko, PhD, FRGS, Dean, 
Faculty of Earth & Environmental Sciences, 
Bayero University,PMB 3011, Kano, Nigeria, 
Tel: +234 803 263 8229, (2nd Vice President, 
Association of Nigerian Geographers - ANG), 
Email: aitanko.geog@buk.edu.ng 

Professor J.A.(Tony) Binns FRGS, FNZGS, 
FHEA, Ron Lister Chair of Geography 
President, Commonwealth Geographical 
Bureau, Past President, New Zealand 
Geographical 
Society Department of Geography/Te 
Ihowhenua, University of Otago 

Te Whare Wananga o Otago, PO Box 56, 
Dunedin, 9054, NEW ZEALAND/ 
AOTEAROA 
email: jab@geography.otago.ac.nz, phone:  
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+64-3-479-5356 (direct line),  
fax:+64-3-479-8706 (confidential), fax: +64-3-
479-9037  

Professor Hazel Barrett, Chair in Development 
Geography, Centre for Trust Peace and Social 
Relations, Coventry University, Priory street, 
Coventry, CV1 
5FB.Email:gex037@coventry.ac.uk 

2. Meetings 

2.1. IGU Commission on African Studies 
Inaugural Conference, 17-18 May 2018, 
University Of Namibia, Nambia 

The IGU Commission on African Studies held its 
inaugural conference on 17-18 May 2018 at the 
University of Namibia, Namibia. The conference, 
whose theme was: What is Africa‘s response on 
global challenges: Understanding drivers of 
poverty and reducing inequality? was a huge 
success and it attracted well over 60 paper 
presentations as well as posters and panel 
discussions. The conference began with an 
address by Professor Kenneth Matengu, Pro-Vice 
Chancellor: Research, Innovation and 
Development, University of Namibia. This was 
followed by an introduction of the Commission 
by Dr Innocent Moyo (Chair: IGU Commission 
on African Studies). The major highlight of the 
conference was when the Minister: Higher 
Education, Training and, Innovation, Hon. Dr Itah 
Kandjii-Murangi, launched the Commission, 
much to the delight of the participants who were 
drawn from all regions of Africa and beyond such 
as Germany, Finland, USA and UK. The parallel 
presentations were lively and were constituted of 
papers from the natural and social sciences, which 
actually emphasised the nature and scope of 
Geography as an academic discipline.  

2.2. The IGU CAS will hold its annual 
meeting in 2019 as follows: 

University of Zululand 

Date: 17-21 June 2019 
Venue: University of Zululand 
Date: Africa in the global imaginary: Towards 
internationally competitive science and 
research. 
Expected number of participants: 500 

3. Fundraging 

Through the Chairperson, the IGU Commission 
on African Studies managed to secure funding 
for the 2019 Annual Meeting in the amount of 
US$ 44 322.62 (R500 000) from the National 
Research Foundation, Republic of South 
Africa. This means that, the 2019 meeting of 
the IGU Commission on African Studies, will 
be funded by the NRF. 

4. Networking 

The IGU-CAS has established a collaboration 
with the IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance. In addition, the IGU-CAS has 
established a collaborative relationship with the 
Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), 
through the Africa Institute of South Africa 
(AISA), represented by Dr Claudius Chikozho. 

5. Publications 

There are currently no publications that are 
linked to the activities of the IGU-CAS, but it is 
expected that in future there will be more 
publications. 

6. Website 

The website of the Commission is: 
https://iguafricacommission.org/. All events 
(past, current and planned with be displayed in 
this website). 
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C17.01 Commission on Geography for Future Earth 2018 

 

The report includes membership, meetings, 
publications, and other important information 
for IGU Commission on Geography for Future 
Earth: Coupled Human-Earth Systems for 
Sustainability (IGU-GFE). 

1. Membership 

1.1.Members 

IGU Commission on Geography of Future 
Earth: Coupled Human Earth Systems for 
Sustainability (IGU-GFE) has been formally 
established in October 2017. IGU-GFE will 
initially focus on human-land systems and its 
interfaces with the coast, the ocean and the 
atmosphere. It aims to promote wider analysis 
and innovative thinking about global land 
sustainability through the bridging and 
synthesis of physical geography, human 
geography, ecology, hydrology, atmospheric, 
climate and social sciences. It will provide a 
platform for communication among 
geographers globally with the aim of promoting 
research and innovation in relation to 
sustainability. The steering committee structure 
of IGU-GFE is as follows. 

Dr. Prof. Bojie Fu (Chair) 
Dean and Distinguished Professor of Faculty of 
Geographical Science, Beijing Normal 
University.  
Distinguished Professor of Research Center for 
Eco-Environmental Sciences, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences 
Address: No. 19, XinJieKouWai St., Hai Dian 
District, Beijing 100875, P. R. China 
Email: bfu@rcees.ac.cn; Phone: +86 10 
62923557 

Dr. Prof. Mark Stafford Smith (Vice-Chair) 
Chief Coordinating Scientist in Institute of 
Land and Water, CSIRO, Australia; Chair of 
Science Committee, Future Earth 
Address: GPO BOX 1700 Canberra Act 2601 

Australia 
Email: Mark.Staffordsmith@csiro.au; Phone: 
+61 408 852 082 

Dr. Prof. Wenwu Zhao (Secretary) 
Professor and Dean at Institute of Land Surface 
System and Sustainable Development, Faculty 
of Geographical Science, Beijing Normal 
University.  
Address: No. 19, XinJieKouWai St., HaiDian 
District, Beijing 100875, P. R. China 
Email: zhaoww@bnu.edu.cn; Phone: +86 10 
58802125 

Dr. Prof. Hanqin Tian 
Director of International Center for Climate and 
Global Change Research; Solon and Martha 
Dixon Professor at Auburn University.  
Address: SFWS Building, 602 Duncan Drive 
Auburn, AL 36849-5418, USA 
E-mail: tianhan@auburn.edu; Phone: +1 334 
8441059 

Dr. Prof. Peter Verburg 
Institute for Environmental Studies, Faculty of 
Science 
VU University Amsterdam, Netherlands 
E-mail: peter.verburg@vu.nl 

Dr. Prof. Soroosh Sorooshian 
Director of Center for Hydrometeorology and 
Remote Sensing; 
University of California, Irvine 
Address: Irvine E/4130 Engineering Gateway, 
Irvine, CA USA, 92697-2175 
Email: soroosh@uci.edu 

Dr. Prof. Sandra S. Luque 
Director of Research at IRSTEA, National 
Research Institute of Science and Technology 
for Environment and Agriculture 
Address: 500 rue JF BRETON, Montpellier 
34000, France 
Email: sandra.luque@irstea.fr; Phone: +44 
1334 463381 
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Dr. Prof. Toshiya Okuro 
Laboratory of Landscape Ecology and Planning 
Department of Ecosystem Studies 
The University of Tokyo 
Address: Yayoi 1-1-1, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-
8657, Japan 
Tel: 3-5841-5051 Fax: 3-5841-5072 
E-mail: aokuro@mail.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp 

Dr. Prof. Liliana Zaharia 
Professor of geography at Faculty of 
Geography, Bucharest University 
Address: 1 Nicolae Balcescu Blv. 010041, 
Bucharest, Romania 
E-mail: zaharialili@hotmail.com; Phone: + 4 
021 3053822 

Dr. Prof. Dra. Nicole Bernex 
Professor Principal at Department of 
Humanities - Geography Section, Pontifical 
Catholic University of Peru 
Email: nbernex@pucp.edu.pe 

Dr. Walter Musakwa 
Department of Town & Regional Planning 
University of Johannesburg, South Africa 
Tel: +27 011 559 6318 
Email: wmusakwa@uj.ac.za 

2. Meetings 

2.1. 1st Workshop on Coupled Human-Earth 
System Solutions for Global Sustainability 

IGU-GFE was formally established in October 
2017. As a new commission, IGU-GFE did not 
organize some meetings at the end of 2017. 
While, some steering committee members (Prof 
Hanqin Tian and Prof. Bojie Fu) co-organized 
1st CHESS Workshop on Coupled Human-
Earth System Solutions for Global 
Sustainability on August 13-14, 2017. This 
workshop was held in Auburn University, 
USA. More than 40 scientists from USA, China 
and Indian attended this workshop. The chair of 
IGU-GFE Commission, Prof. Bojie Fu, 
delivered a keynote speech on Ecosystem 
services in the changing landscape. Besides, the 
oral speeches were focusing on providing 

effective solutions to the most pressing global 
and regional environmental challenges such as 
climate change, land use, water quality, soil 
loss, and poverty via coupled Climate-Human-
Earth System pathways and modelling. During 
the workshop, the scientists agree that it is so 
important to establish a new commission on 
Coupled Human Earth Systems for 
Sustainability. The workshop unveiled the 
preface of the establishment of the IGU-GFE.  

2.2. 2018 IGU Regional Conference 

The 2018 IGU Regional Conference was heldin 
the Québec City from August 6 to 10, 2018, and 
IGU-GFE Commission organized the session 
―Coupled Human-Earth Systems for 
Sustainability‖. Themes of the session include: 
Fundamentals of Geography for Future Earth, and 
especially new theories and hypothesis on 
coupled human-earth systems for sustainability; 
Open and inclusive platforms for Geospatial Big 
Data and observations of coupled human-earth 
systems; Integrated Earth system models to 
deepen our understanding of complex Earth 
systems and human dynamics across different 
scales; Linkages and dynamics among ecological 
process, services, and human wellbeing; Human 
Contributions and Responses to global 
climate/environmental changes and sustainability; 
Evaluation tools for sustainable development, 
multi-scale sustainability evaluation, and 
sustainable scenarios for transformative 
development pathways.  

About 17 researchers from different countries 
got together to have thoughtful discussions 
about Human-Earth Coupling as well as effects 
caused by environmental changes. During the 
session, IGU-GFE steering committee 
members, who attended the conference, 
discussed the commission activities and report.  

2.3. International Workshop of the Global 
Dryland Ecosystem Programme 

The International Workshop of the Global 
Dryland Ecosystem Programme (Global-DEP) 
was successfully held on 21-22 October, 2018, 
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in Beijing. The workshop was co-chaired by 
Prof. FU Bojie (Vice Presidents of IGU) and 
Prof. Mark Stafford Smith (Vice-Chair of IGU-
GFE). More than 30 experts and 90 graduate 
students jointed this workshop. 

Prof. Bojie Fu and Dr. Mark Stafford Smith, as 
co-chairs of Global-DEP Interim Scientific 
Committee, each delivered keynote 
presentations that elaborated the aims, main 
tasks, and implementation framework of 
Global-DEP and discussed how to enhance 
dryland ecosystem management from the 
perspective of Future Earth. In a series of 
thematic presentations, seventeen speakers 
from China, the US, Australia, Greece, Senegal, 
Japan, and Switzerland shared their progress, 
important results and experiences in drylands 
research. The presentations considered a range 
of issues, including ecosystem dynamics and 
driving mechanisms, ecosystem structure and 
functions, ecosystem services and human well-
being, and ecosystem management and 
sustainable livelihoods in global drylands. 
These presentations led to a spirited discussion 
among the participants concerning the 
importance of ecosystem management, the 
complexity of social and ecological systems, 
and the challenges that must be addressed to 
achieve sustainable development goals in 
dryland regions.  

The establishment of Global-DEP, proposed by 
Prof. FU Bojie and Prof. Mark Stafford Smith, 
was formally approved as a key international 
cooperation project by the International 
Cooperation Bureau of CAS in August, 2017. Its 
scientific goal is to provide a platform for global 
research collaboration on dryland ecosystems and 
its Science Plan defines key scientific issues and 
priority areas for future research. 

2.4. The International Workshop on the 
Human-Earth System Dynamics and 
Modeling 

The International Workshop on the Human-
Earth System Dynamics and Modeling held on 
22-23 October 2018 in Beijing is organized and 

sponsored by Beijing Normal University 
(BNU) and IGU-GFE commission. 

The workshop aims to bring scientists around 
the world to share their achievements and 
explore future research directions through in-
depth discussion on the current status of the 
Human-Earth System studies. The workshop 
focused on the following topical areas: Earth 
Surface System Modeling and Land-Use/Land-
Cover Change (LUCC); Dynamics of Human 
Activity-Earth System Interactions; Bi-
directional Coupling of Earth System Models 
and Socio-economic Models; Linkages and 
Dynamics among Ecological Processes, 
Services, and Human Well-being, and Coupled 
Human-Earth System processes at multiple 
scales 

There were 17 invited speakers from worldwide 
attended this workshop. As the organizer of this 
workshop, scholars from Beijing Normal 
University introduced research advances in 
Human-Earth System Dynamics and reiterated 
goals of this workshop. Scientists from USA, 
UK and Germany also shared their 
understanding about interactions between the 
human system and earth system, compared 
different approaches (one-way coupling, two-
way coupling) with CHESM Modeling, 
discussed the strengths and weaknesses of 
existing CHESMs and explored methods of 
balancing the complexity of CHESM models 
and the requirements for solving the real world 
problems while meeting the societal needs. 

2.5. Upcoming Meetings in 2019  

International Symposium on Africa sustainable 
development in 2019.  

The 10th IALE world congress in Milan 
(ITALY) on 2019, July 1-5.  

100 anniversary the establishment of American 
Geophysical Union 
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3. Publication 

3.1 Special issue on System dynamics and 
sustainability 

In order to serve for the sustainability research, 
Professor Bojie Fu organized a special issue on 
System dynamics and sustainability in ―Current 
Opinion in Environmental Sustainability‖ in 
2018. More than 20 papers have been published 
in this issue (https://www.sciencedirect.com/j 
ournal/current-opinion-in-environmental-
sustainability/vol/33/suppl/C).  

The issue includes: 

Introduction including an editorial and review 
paper on main concepts and biophysical 
processes, as well as its social linkage of global 
environmental change. 

Ecosystem structure and function change, 
presenting global and regional scale assessment 
of ecosystem structure and function changes 
and its drivers, ecosystem composition, type, 
and productivity. 

Hydrological processes and water resources, 
reviewing advances in hydrological processes, eco-
hydrological processes, socio-hydrological 
processes in the river basins and the implications of 
the changing human-water relationship on 
sustainable water resources management. 

Land use and soil conservation, reviewing the 
results of land use processes, soil erosion and 
conservation, social processes of land use 
decision-making and the implications of the 
changing human-land relationship on land 
conservation practices. 

Policy and adaptation measures, synthesis of 
new understandings of global environment 
change in changing human-environment 
relationship and recommendation on policy and 
adaptation measures. 

3.2 Special issue on Pattern–Process–
Service–Sustainability 

During the session at the 2018 IGU Regional 

Conference, the new conceptual cascade of 
―pattern – process – service – sustainability‖ 
was discussed in the session, which is a new 
way to understand the dynamics of coupled 
human-earth systems, the management policies, 
and practices for improving sustainability. 
During the research processes of coupled 
human-earth systems, researchers should 
diagnose the response of land use or landscape 
PATTERN change (human activities) on 
ecological PROCESSES at multi-scales, and 
identify the ecosystem SERVICE among 
various ecosystem functions, and reveal the 
contribution of ecosystem service on human 
wellbeing. Human activities such as planning 
and governance are typical adaptations to 
regulate the natural components towards 
SUSTAINABILITY. 

Based on the session discussion, a special issue 
is being organized in Chinese Geographical 
Science on Pattern–Process–Service–
Sustainability. The topics of this special issue 
are as follows (not limited to): 

• Land use or landscape pattern change on 
ecological processes 

•  Coupling of natural and human processes 
•  Ecosystem service evaluation and 

integrations 
•  Effects of global environmental change on 

ecosystem service 
•  Ecosystem service evaluation and tradeoff 

analysis 
•  Simulation of human and nature system 
•  Sustainability evaluation and sustainable 

development 
•  Scale and scaling 

Guest Editors of this special issue: 

Prof. Wenwu Zhao, zhaoww@bnu.edu.cn, 
Beijing Normal University 
Prof. Francesco Cherubini, francesco.cherubin 
i@ntnu.no, Norwegian University of Science 
and Technology 
Prof. Walter Musakwa, wmusakwa@uj.ac.za, 
University of Johannesburg, South Africa 
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3.3 Geography and Sustainability—the 
official journal of IGU-GFE 

In order to promote international 
communication and cooperation on Geography, 
Future Earth, and Sustainability, a new official 
journal of IGU-GFE, named Geography and 
Sustainability, is being initiated. Considering 
funding convenience, the application process of 
journal was set out in China. The journal will 
get main financial support from Faculty of 
Geographical Science, Beijing Normal 
University. Themes of the journal include: 

•  Fundamental geographical comprehensive 
theory and methods towards sustainable 
development. 

•  Conjunction and dynamic analysis among 
ecological processes, eco-system services 
and  human well-being. 

•  Multi-scale complexed human-earth 
coupling models. 

•  Human contribution and response to global 
change and sustainability. 

•  Monitoring and Integrative Platforms for 
Geo-big data. 

Multi-scale sustainability evaluation methods 
and pathways for sustainable development. 

4. Other information 

4.1 Prof. Bojie Fu was elected as the vice 
president of IGU 

E-ballots for a Secretary General and three Vice 
Presidents of IGU were conducted in January-
February successfully in 2018. Prof. Bojie Fu, 
the initiator chair of IGU-GFE, was elected as 
the vice president of the International  

Geographical Union (IGU) for the period from 
2018 to 2022. Prof. Wenwu Zhao was selected 
as the new Chair of IGU-GFE, Dr. Yanli was 
selected as the new Secretary and Treasurer of 
IGU-GFE. 

4.2 The current URL of the commission‘s 
website 

We purchased a new domain name and rebuild 
the IGU-GFE website and the current official 
domain name is igu-gfe.org. The website of 
IGU-GFE Commission is a bilingual (English-
Chinese) website. It contains seven modules, 
including Home, About IGU-GFE, IGU-GFE 
structure, News, Journals, Relative group links, 
and Downloads. 

4.3 The Logo of IGU-GFE commission 

The work on Logo design has finished. Based 
on the suggestion feedbacks from steering 
committee members, a final revised version has 
been chosen as follows. The Logo includes the 
main theme of the IGU-GFE: sustainability, 
future earth, and development. The Logo can be 
download in the IGU-GFE website (http://igu-
gfe.org/download/). 
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T16.01 Olympiad Task Force 2018 

International Geographical Union 

Olympiad Task Force 

Report of Task Force Activities 2018 

1. Membership 

(a) Steering Committee. The 2017-2021 
Steering Committee of the IGU Olympiad Task 
Force was made up of two co-chairs, the past, 
present and future Olympiad Local Organisers 
and four seconded members. With Olympiads 
scheduled every year the rotation of organisers 
meant that the Task Force drew membership 
from a range of countries, which means we can 
draw on a wealth of experience, and the Task 
Force is continually ‗refreshed‘. Further, the 
rotation is important in the mentoring role of 
the Task Force and induction of future Local 
Organisers. 

Assoc Prof Alexey Naumov 
Faculty of Geography 
Moscow State University MGU 
Leninskiye Gory, 1 
119991 Moscow 

Russia 

Vox: + 7 495 939 3649 
Fax: + 7 495 932 8836 
Email: alnaumov61@gmail.com 

Mr Tomasz Sawicki 
c/o Polish Geographical Society 
Komitet Główny Olimpiady Geograficznej 
ul. Podbipiêty 2, 02-732 
Warszawa 

Poland 

Vox: + 48 509 021 960 
Email: tomasz.j.sawicki@gmail.com 

From 2016-2021 the membership is as 
follows: 

There are now four co-opted members due to 

the increase of work. 
Ms Sue Lomas (co-chair) 
22 Pendle Gardens, Culcheth 
Warrington WA3 4LU 

United Kingdom 

Vox: + 44 79 6805 8945 
Email: sueguides@hotmail.co.uk 

Assoc Prof Su-Min Shen (co-chair) 
Department of Geography, 
National Taiwan Normal University 
162, Sec 1, Hoping East Rd, Taipei 

Taiwan ROC 106 

Vox: +886 2 7734 1634 
Fax: +886 2 2369 1770 
Email: smshen@ntnu.edu.tw 

Dr Dubravka Spevec 
Department of Geography 
University of Zagreb 
Marulicev trg 19/2, Zagreb 

Croatia 

Vox: + 385 1 4895 418 
Fax: + 385 1 4895 440 
Email: dspevec@geog.pmf.hr 

Mdm Li Ling Tan 
Ministry of Education 
1 North Buona Vista Drive 

Singapore 138675 

Vox: + 65 6879 6901 
Fax: + 65 6778 4352 
Email: adelene17@gmail.com 

Professor Lynn Moorman 
Earth and Environmental Sciences 
Faculty of Science and Technology 
Mount Royal University 
Calgary, 

Canada 
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is in regular contact with Geographers in more 
than 50 countries. As well as email 
communications to the international collective 
(constituted as the International Board, a 
governance group), discussion and debate over 
major issues takes place annually at Olympiad 
events. The most important audience for the 
Olympiad is young geographers. 

4. Publications 

The Task Force relies on its website and email 
list to communicate with the geographical 
community. 

The Task Force itself does not publish any 
newsletters, journals or books. However, 
articles on countries' participation in the 
Olympiad appear in the newsletters, journals 
and websites of many national geographical 
education organisations. 

The website of the Olympiad Task Force is 
found at www.geoolympiad.org 

The site is kindly maintained by the Geography 
Department of the National Taiwan Normal 
University. The site explains what the geography 
Olympiad is, with reference to the history 
stretching back to the 1996 Olympiad in the 
Netherlands. One key set of pages is found under 
the Statutes tab. The statements found here 
describe the key activities and processes of the 
Task Force. The second important set of pages is 
under the Test Guidelines tab, where the locations 
and details of the component tests (Written 
Response Test, Multimedia Test and the Fieldwork 
Exercise) are described. Each Olympiad Local 
Organising Committee also creates its own 
website. These include large amounts of 
information about that Olympiad. Photos and news 
are added during and after the Olympiad. 

5. Funding We are grateful for the support of 
the Executive and IGU General Assembly 
through providing US$5000 for the Olympiad 
Task Force in the IGUMemoranda of 
Understanding with Regional Conference and 
Congress Local Organising Committees. The 

Executive kindly increased this to US$7500 
from 2018 onwards, however, this was not 
forthcoming from the IGU Organising 
Committee. We are very grateful to the IGU for 
supplementing their usual administration grant 
of $2500 by $5000 to cover this lack of 
payment. 

In 2017 the IGU Budget allocated $2500 to 
support the International Geography Olympiad 
in Belgrade 2017 and has agreed to similarly 
support the International Geography Olympiad 
in Hong Kong in 2019. The funding will be 
used primarily for Task Force representatives to 
visit the Olympiad sites/hosts to (i) consult and 
approve the Olympiad fieldwork test, and (ii) to 
check the accommodation and facilities that 
have been secured by the hosts for the event. 

It is still challenging for some countries to find 
the funding for attendance at the Olympiad. 
This year, we have again, received many 
queries about the possibility of bursaries or 
grants, particularly to fund travel. The Task 
Force discussed this at their meeting in Canada, 
but there were no immediate solutions agreed. 

The Task Force will continue to monitor its 
practices and procedures, and revise as 
necessary, to ensure that the Olympiad tests 
recognise the world‘s best young geographers, 
and that other elements of the programme 
facilitate intercultural sharing between the 
students, and international networking between 
geography educators. 

The Task Force will continue its outreach to 
countries that do not compete in the Olympiad 
and anticipates that the number of participants 
will continue to grow. 

In conclusion, we would like to thank the 
Executive Committee of the IGU for their 
continued support and encouragement, 
particularly the former Secretary General, Mike 
Meadows and the First Vice-President, Joos 
Droogleever Fortunin. We look forward to 
sharing further successes of the Olympiad. 
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T16.02 Centennial and Sesquicentennial Task Force 2018

1. Membership 

The members of the TF/IGU EC participated at 
two meetings with the representatives of the 
Organizing Committee of the Extraordinary 
International Geographical Congress in Paris 
and French Geographical Society. They 
discussed the suggestions on the invitation of 
well-known politicians and other personalities 
as speakers and on different elements of its 
scientific and cultural programme. It was 
decided to coordinate the preparation of the 
bicentennial of French Geographical Society in 
2021 (the oldest in the world) and of the 
Extraordinary IGC. The first draft of the 
programme should be ready by late 2019.  

2. Meetings 

Two meetings of the TF and the editorial board 
of the international monographs were held; its 
members maintained regular contacts by email.  

 

They worked out the structure of the volume 
and the guiding principles for writing its 
chapters, established the contacts with sections‘ 
editors and authors of separate chapters. 

3. Publications 

A new updated version of the structure has been 
submitted to the meeting of IGU EC in Galway 
(May 2019). It was decided to integrate initially 
planned two volumes into a single book written 
by physical and human geographers 
representing different parts of the world.The 
agreement on the publication of this book by 
Springer has been compiled and signed in late 
April 2019. The details of this agreement can be 
modified modified when the manuscript is 
ready.  

 

 



- 463 -

 460 

T16.03 Young and Early-Career Geographers Task Force 2018 

 

1. Membership 

1.1. Steering Committee 

Komali Yenneti (Chair) 
Faculty of Built Environment, University of 
New South Wales, Sydney-Australia 
Email: k.yenneti@unsw.edu.au 

Gaurav Sikka (Secretary and Treasurer) 
L.N. Mithila University, Bihar (India) 
Email: gauravsikkageo@gmail.com 

1.2. Full Members 

 Jackeline Romio, Department of 
Demography, State University of 
Campinas-Brazil, Email: jackeline.romio@ 
gmail.com 

 Milton Milaras, Department of 
Environmental Sciences, University of 
South Africa and St Augustine's College of 
South Africa, Email: 
milton.milaras@hotmail.com 

 Dhritiraj Sengupta, School of 
Geographical Studies, East China Normal 
University, Shanghai, China. Email: 
dhritirajsen@g mail.com 

 Yining Tan, School of Geographical 
Sciences and Urban Planning, Arizona 
State University, U.S.A. Email: 
yining.tan@asu.edu 

 Tesresa Graziano, Department of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment, 
University of Catania (Italy) Email: 
tgraziano@unict.it 

 Cadey Korson, School of People, 
Environment and Planning at Massey 
University (Aotearoa New Zealand) Email: 
C.Korson@massey.ac.nz 

 Pablo Cabrera-Barona, Instituto de Altos 
Estudios Nacionales/Universidad San 

Francisco de Quito. Email: 
pablo.cb@live.com 

1.3. Task Force Membership  

As a ‗new‘ Task Force, efforts are in the 
direction to increase the number of 
corresponding members. The Task Force has 
launched its listserv at geo-iguyecg@listserv 
.wvu.edu to update geographers about our 
activities and circulating relevant information. 
The total members of the Task Force are 159 
(as of 1st December 2018). 

2. Meetings 

2.1. Meetings organized with basic details  

 XIth IGU Commission Seminar on 
Environment and Sustainable Livelihood 

Date: 8-10 February 2018 

Place: Guwahati, India 

Organised by IGU Commissions on 
Biogeography and Biodiversity, Local and 
Regional development, Geo Heritage 

Host: B. Borooah College, Guwahati, India 

 IGU-YECG Introductory Workshop on 
Google Earth Engine  

Date- 26th February to 2nd March 2018 

Place- Cape Town, South Africa 

Organized by IGU-YECG 

Host- Department of Geographical and 
Environmental Science, University of Cape 
Town 

 2018 International Geographical Union 
(IGU) Regional Conference – Canadian 
Association of Geographers (CAG) Annual 
Meeting 

Date: 6-10 August 2018 
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Place: Quebec, Canada 

Host: Department of Geography, Laval 
University, Quebec  

2.2. Brief Summary of the Meetings 

XIth IGU Commission Seminar on 
Environment and Sustainable Livelihood 

Date: 8-10 February 2018, Place: Guwahati, 
India 

IGU-YECG‘s Academic Event: Introductory 
Workshop on Google Earth Engine at 
University of Cape Town Date- 26th February 
to 2nd March, Place- Cape Town, South Africa  

XII IGU India Conference 2019 

Date: 22-24 February, 2019 Place: Panchkula, 
Haryana (India) 

3. Publications 

 IGU-YECG has decided to come out with 
an edited book under the Springer Series 
with the theme ―Youth and Geography‖ 
(tentative) edited by Komali Yenneti, 
Gaurav Sikka and Milton Milaras. It is 
being planned to launch the book at IGU 
Congress 2020 Istanbul, Turkey.  

 The vision of the task force is empowering 
and nurturing future leaders in Geography, 
therefore, the Taskforce decided to present 
here the list of the articles and volumes 
published by the IGU-YECG members in 
English are the following: 

 Aru S., Graziano T., Landi F., Magistri P. 
2018, Migrations: between roots and 
arrivals, beyond barriers, Memorie della 
Società di studi geografici, 16, pp. 267-
270. ISSN 978-88-908926-2-2. 

 Graziano T. 2018, Minority Language 
Communities and the Web in Italy, in 
Brunn S., Kehrein R. (eds.), Handbook of 
the Changing World Language Map, 
Springer, Cham, pp. 1-21, 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-
73400-2_41-1, ISBN 978-3-319-73400-2. 

 Blaschke T., Merschdorf, H., Cabrera-
Barona P., Song G., Papadakis E. and 
Kovacs-Györi A. (2018) From Points, 
Lines and Polygons in GIS to Place-Based 
Representations Reflecting Language and 
Culture. International Journal of Geo-
information 7(11), 452: 1-26.  

 Cabrera Barona P. (2018) Services 
accessibility and self-reported 
health/quality of life in a low-income urban 
neighbourhood. E-conference: 55th 
International Making Cities Livable 
Conference. 

 Cabrera Barona P. and Ghorbanzadeh 
O. (2018) Comparing Classic and Interval 
Analytical Hierarchy Process 
Methodologies for Measuring Area-Level 
Deprivation to Analyze Health 
Inequalities. International Journal of 
Environmental Research and Public Health 
15(1), 140.  

 Cabrera-Barona P. and Merschdorf H. 
(2018) A Conceptual Urban Quality Space-
Place Framework: Linking Geo-
Information and Quality of Life. Urban 
Science 2(3), 73: 1-14.  

 Graziano T. 2018, E-spaces of migration: 
Online narratives, digital connections and 
practices of self-representation among 
Italians living abroad, Albanese V., Greco 
V., Proto M., Geography and the ICT. New 
Technologies & Geographical Research, 
Bononia University Press, Bologna, pp. 19-
32. ISSN 2385-1694. ISBN 978-88-6923-
327-2.  

 Graziano T. 2018, Interwoven Chaos: 
mental maps of Italian-speaker migrants, in 
XIII Rapporto della Società Geografica 
Italiana – Per una geopolitica delle 
migrazioni. Nuove letture dell‘altrove tra 
noi, Società Geografica Italiana, Roma, pp. 
119-122. ISBN 978-88-88692-96-8. 

 Korson, C. 2018. Global disorder in the 
undead world: Teaching geopolitics with 
zombies,  Journal of Geography 
DOI:10.1080/00221341.2018.1518991 
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 Graziano T. 2018, Migratory circular 
spaces in Southern Italy historial centres, 
XIII Rapporto della Società Geografica 
Italiana – Per una geopolitica delle 
migrazioni. Nuove letture dell‘altrove tra 
noi, Società Geografica Italiana, Roma, pp. 
89-91. ISBN 978-88-88692-96-8. 

 Korson, C. 2018. The common destiny 
framework, citizenship and customary 
governance in Kanaky/New 
Caledonia, Forum for Development 
Studies, Special Issue. 
DOI: 10.1080/08039410.2018.1464058 

 Korson, C. 2018. (Re)balancing inequality 
through citizenship, voter eligibility and 
islandian sovereignty in Kanaky/New 
Caledonia,Geopolitics. 
DOI: 10.1080/14650045.2018.1543270 

 Korson, C. 2018. Framing social 
rebalancing, national identity, and 
victimhood in Kanaky/New 
Caledonia. Social & Cultural 
Geography 19(5): 549-575. 
DOI: 10.1080/14649365.2017.1286372 

 Kovacs-Gyori A., Ristea A. Havas C., 
Resch B. and Cabrera-Barona P. 
(2018) #London2012: Towards Citizen-
Contributed Urban Planning Through 
Sentiment Analysis of Twitter Data. Urban 
Planning 3(1): 75-99. 

 Li, W., Bakshi, K., Tan, Y., & Huang, X. 2018. 
Policies for Recruiting Talented Professionals 
from the Diaspora: India and China 
Compared. International 
Migration. https://doi.org/10.1111/imig.12456 

 Li, W., Lo, L., and Tan, 
Y. 2017. Globalization in China and 
Studying in North America. In Handbook 
on China and Globalization. Edward Elgar 

 Prasad, D., Ding,L., Yenneti, K., Fan, H., 
Craft, W., Sanchez, A.X., Li, X., Arnold, 
P., Bouhmad, K., Earley, R., Wang, Y., 
Wu, J., Li, F., You, N., Fox, J., Aragon, 
J.D. (2018). Guidelines for Sustainable 
Cities and Communities. Policy report for 
the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) and Jia Cui (China) 
Environmental Promotive Center. 
http://www.lowcarbonlivingcrc.com.au/site
s/all/files/publications_file_attachments/suc
-unep_guidelines_final_22.12.17.pdf 

 Sengupta, D., Chen, R., Meadows, M.E., 
2018 Building beyond land: An overview 
of coastal land reclamation in 16 global 
megacities, Applied Geography, 90, 229-
238,DOI: 10.1016/j.apgeog.2017.12.015. 

 Sikka, G. & Mathur, V. 2018. Gender 
Analysis of Post Resettlement 
Transformation in Livelihood 
Opportunities at Sardar Sarovar Project 
Resettlement Sites, India. Journal of Land 
and Rural Studies, Vol.6, No.1, SAGE 
Publishing, ISSN: 23210249 

 Yenneti, K. 2018 Fostering partnerships 
for ‗climate-smart cities‘, Shashwat, 4 (5): 
174-179. 

 Yenneti, K. 2018 Making ‗Climate-Smart‘ 
Indian Cites. A Very Short Policy Brief, 
Australia India Institute, 6: 1-16 
https://www.aii.unimelb.edu.au/publication
s/very-short-policy-brief-volume-6-
february-2018/ 

 Yenneti, K. and Kasamsetty, S. 2018 
Building Integrated Solar Technologies 
(BIST) for a City‘s Best, Energy Manager, 
10 (4): 6-12. 

 Yenneti, K., Santamouris, M., Prasad, D., 
and Ding, L. 2018. Cooling Cities: 
Strategies and Technologies to Mitigate 
Urban Heat, Outcomes Document, 
Cooperative Research Centre for Low 
Carbon Living (CRCLCL), 
http://www.lowcarbonlivingcrc.com.au/site
s/all/files/event_file_attachments/discussio
n_paper_cooling_cities_final.pdf 

4. Archival Contributions 

All the reports of meetings were sent to IGU 
secretariat. We use our Task Force website as 
kind of archive. It offers all available meeting 
reports, photo gallery representing our 
meetings. This report is structured following the 
instructions of the IGU Executive Committee. 
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Report of the IGU Commissions Excellence 
Award Committee 2016 

The IGU CommissionsExcellence Award 
Committee unanimously nominates the 
Commission on the Mediterranean Basin 
(COMB) for the IGU Commissions Excellence 
Award 2016.  

The Commission on the Mediterranean Basin is 
very active and highly productive. It 
participates consistently in IGU Congresses and 
Conferences, organizing successful sessions on 
the geography of the Mediterranean region. 
Moreover, it is one of the most active 
commissions, arranging four of its own 
meetings per year. We applaud COMB for 
securing funding in its own right from the 
European Union for a 5-year research project. 
This is exceptional amongst IGU Commissions. 
COMB is very creative in creating 
communication instruments intended to include 
members from countries with limited access to 
usual communication outlets. The Commission 
communicates through media including 
WhatsApp and Google+ groups as well as 
weekly mailing lists. The Commission works to 
motivate and encourage young geographers, 
through the COMB Young Scholars initiative 
and by having three young scholars as members 
of the Commission Steering Committee. 
COMB is also successful in 
increasingparticipation by scholars from North-
African countries and facilitating connections 
between geographers from African countries 
within IGU.  

The IGU Commissions Excellence Award 
Committee commends the Commission on the 
Mediterranean Basin for its excellent work. 

9 May 2017 
Joos Droogleever Fortuijn, Chair 
Iain Hay 
Vladimir Kolosov 
Barbaros Gönençgil 
Report of the IGU Commissions Excellence 
Award Committee 2017 

The IGU Commissions Excellence Award 
Committee unanimously nominates the 
Commission on the Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Changefor the IGU 
Commissions Excellence Award 2017.  

The Commission on the Geography of Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Change is very active and 
highly productive. It participates consistently in 
IGU Congresses and Conferences, organizing 
successful sessions on processes of global 
change in tourism geographies affecting 
communities and environments worldwide. The 
Commission is exceptionally active,with a total 
of eight meetings (of its own and cosponsored) 
in 2017. The Commission has a strong tradition 
of collaboration with IGU Commissions as well 
as organisations outside IGU. The Commission 
collaborated in 2017 with several IGU 
Commissions in the Thematic Conference on 
Geographies for Peace in La Paz, Bolivia. 
Moreover, it co-organized several sessions on 
tourism in collaboration with AAG, CAG, IAG, 
Nordic geographers, EUGEO, and the Chinese 
Tourism Geography Commission. The 
Commission has developed a diverse way of 
communication, internally and externally, 
through its website, newsletter and email list. 
The Commission is exceptionally successful in 
publishing. The scientific journal Tourism 
Geographies is initiated by this Commission 
and the Commission is well represented in the 

IGU Commissions Excellence Awards 2016 - 2018 
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editorial board of the journal. Moreover, the 
Commission launched a new Springer book 
series on Geographies of Tourism and Global 
Change in 2016; the first volume to appear in 
2018.  

The IGU Commissions Excellence Award 
Committee commends the Commission on 
Tourism, Leisure and Global Change for its 
excellent work. 

8 April 2018 
Joos Droogleever Fortuijn, Chair 
Iain Hay 
Vladimir Kolosov 
BarbarosGönençgil 

Report of the IGU Commissions Excellence 
Award Committee 2018 

The IGU CommissionsExcellence Award 
Committee unanimously nominates the Urban 
Geography Commission: Urban Challenges in a 
Complex Worldfor the IGU Commissions 
Excellence Award 2018.  

The Urban Commission is very active and 
highly productive.It participates consistently in 
IGU Congresses and Regional and Thematic 
Conferences, organizing successful sessions on 
urban challenges in a complex world. The 
Commission always organizes a great number 
of sessions during IGU Congresses and 
Conferences. The Commission has a strong 
tradition of collaboration with IGU 

Commissions as well as with organizations 
outside IGU. The Commission collaborated in 
2018 with several IGU Commissions in the 
Thematic Conference in Moscow and organized 
seven sessions at that conference.  

The Commission organized 15 sessions at the 
Regional Conference in Québec, jointly with 
the CAG. In 2018 the Commission published 
the outcome of its meetings in an edited book 
published by Springer. The Commission has a 
well-developed communication network 
involving a website, mailing list with almost 
1,000 urban geographer members, and a 
Facebook group. The Commission is very 
active in promoting the participation of young 
and emerging scholars. Ithas established a 
Young Scholars Committee and organizes both 
a young scholars competition and travel grants 
for young and emerging scholars, particular 
those from developing countries.  

The IGU Commissions Excellence Award 
Committee commends the Urban Geography 
Commission for its excellent work. 

14 May 2019 

Joos Droogleever Fortuijn, Chair 
Iain Hay 
Vladimir Kolosov 
Barbaros Gönençgil 
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A few words from the Local Organization 
President  

Held in Quebec City (Canada) from August 6 to 
10, the 2018 Regional Conference of the IGU was 
held in conjunction with the annual meetings of 
the Canadian Association of Geographers (CAG) 
and the National Council for Geographical 
Education (NCGE). The fully bilingual 
conference was conducted in the IGU‘s two 
official languages (English and French) and 
featured 12 keynote speakers. It was the first time 
that an IGU conference has been held in North 
America in more than 35 years (Washington, DC, 
1992) and the first time in more than 45 years in 
Canada (Montreal, 1972). With some 1300 
participants, it was easily the largest geographic 
gathering in the history of Canada. The theme of 
the conference, ―Appreciating Difference / 
Apprécier la difference,‖ encouraged participants 
to recognize the importance of interpreting our 
world in all its diversity. A unique aspect of this 
congress was the presence of the NCGE, giving K 
to 12 Education a prominent place at an IGU 
event. Geography start with the youth, and it was 
beneficial to be reminded by NCGE participants 
that the IGU and CAG should not solely be about 
higher academic education. Clearly, an integrated 
approach to primary, secondary and tertiary 
geographical education should be emphasized at 
future IGU and CAG meetings in order to ensure 
the long-term sustainability of Geography. It was 
equally a pleasure to host in Quebec City from 
July 31st to August 6th the 15th International 
Geography Olympiad (iGeo). There was a near-
record breaking attendance of 40 countries and 43 
teams, and an overall budget of over $260,000 
CDN for this event. It was inspiring to observe the 

world‘s best geography students compete for gold 
medals that were awarded at the Quebec City 
Convention Centre by IGU president Yukio 
Himiyama (Japan), Canadian Association of 
Geographers president Dan Shrubsole, and 
National Council for Geographical Education 
president Audrey Mohan (USA). The hosts of the 
2018 Congress, the Université Laval and the 
Canadian Association of Geographers, are proud 
to have welcomed the IGU-CAG-NCGE to 
Québec City. The international collaborations and 
partnerships that were built during the congress 
will be of importance to Quebecois and Canadian 
geographers for years to come.  

Matthew Hatvany, PhD President of the Local 
Organizing Committee for the 2018 IGU-CAG-
NCGE Congress Professeur, Département de 
géographie, Université Laval   

IGU 2018 at a Glance  

The International Geographical Union (IGU) is 
an organization dedicated to the development of 
geography worldwide. Its main purpose is to 
promote geography by initiating and 
coordinating geographic research and teaching 
in all countries of the world.  

The 2018 IGU Regional Conference was held 
in conjunction with the annual meetings of the 
Canadian Association of Geographers (CAG) 
and the National Council for Geographic 
Education (NCGE) from August 6th to 10th, 
2018 at the Quebec City Convention Center. 
More than 1,300 participants gathered to 
exchange and discuss the latest research and 
teaching advances in geography.  

The 3 organizational partners 

The 2018 IGU Regional Conference Report, Quebec City, Canada 
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Entrance Hall  Quebec City Convention Center 

Highlights of the 2018 IGU conference 
included the conjoint annual meetings of the 
CAG and NCGE, a fully bilingual program in 
English and French, as well as 12 keynote talks 
in human, physical and education geography 
addressing the conference theme ―Appreciating 
Difference / Apprécier la différence‖.  

The 15th International Geography Olympiad 

As an IGU Task Force, the International 
Geography Olympiad (iGeo) is normally held 
the week previous to an IGU conference in the 
same host country. The 15th International 
Geography Olympiad was hosted in Quebec 
City and the Charlevoix region from July 31st 
to August 6th 2018. It was co-organized by Ms. 
Beth Dye (British Columbia), Dr. Matthew 
Hatvany (Quebec) and Dr. Lynn Moorman 
(Alberta). Nearly 300 students, team leaders 
and volunteers from 40 countries and 43 teams 
participated in this prestigious event. The iGeo 

was an excellent opportunity to showcase the 
geographical skills and understandings of the 
world‘s best geography students, as well as a 
reward for student excellence. 

The Gold Medal Ceremony recognizing the 
world‘s best young geographers was held at the 
Quebec Convention Centre on August 6th and 
was presided over by IGU Task Force co-chairs 
Ms. Sue Lomas (United Kingdom) and Dr. Su-
Min Shen (Taiwan) in the presence of 
International Geography Union president Yukio 
Himiyama (Japan), Canadian Association of 
Geographers president Dan Shrubsole, and 
NCGE president Audrey Mohan (USA). 

2018 IGeo 
Teams 

   

Argentina China-
Macau 

Kazakhstan Serbia 

Armenia China-Taipei 
Croatia 

Latvia Singapore 

Australia Cyprus Lithuania Slovakia 
Belarus Czech 

Republic 
Mongolia Slovenia 

Belgium Denmark The 
Netherlands 

Switzerland 

Bosnia and 
Hercegovina 

Estonia New Zealand Thailand 

Brazil Finland Nigeria Turkey 
Bulgaria Germany Philippines United 

Kingdom 
Canada Hungary Poland USA 
China-Beijing Indonesia Romania  
China-Hong 
Kong 

Japan Russia  

 

Hosting an iGeo, with an overall budget of 
nearly $300,000, is no small feat for a small 
country. Registration fees covered 
approximately 68% of the budget, while the 
remainder was raised by the local organizing 
committee. We wish to recognize the generous 
support of the Canadian Association of 
Geographers, the Faculté de foresterie, de 
géographie et de géomatique (Université 
Laval), the Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society, the Capitale-Nationale Secretariat 
(Quebec City), the Community Development 
Charity of Charlevoix, Tourism Charlevoix, the 
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Observatory of the Charlevoix Geosphere, the 
Wildlife Foundation of Quebec, the Ministry of 
Education of Quebec, Natural Resources 
Canada, the Fonds de Sustainable Development 
(Université Laval), EF Educational Tours, and 
HERE Technologies. 

The 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress Comes 
to Canada 

The 2018 IGU Regional Conference featured 
12 keynote talks in human, physical and 
education geography (delivered in English and 
French) on the conference theme ―Appreciating 
Difference / Apprécier la difference.‖ The 
program included 196 sessions, 1200 oral 
presentations, 82 poster presentations, and 9 
field excursions in the Quebec City and 
Charlevoix regions. 

Participants came from over 100 countries, the 
majority from North America, followed by Asia 
(China, Japan), Europe (France, United 
Kingdom, Poland, Germany, Russia), and 
South America (Brazil). Approximately 67 % 
of the participants were from outside of 
Canada, making this an ideal opportunity for 
Canadians to develop important relations with 
geographers from around the world. Nearly 
one-fourth of participants (23 %) were 
graduate students. 

The success of the 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE 
Congress, along with the iGeo, is thanks to the 
close collaboration developed between the 
Canadian Association of Geographers, the 
Université Laval, and the Quebec City 
Convention Centre. Planning began in 2012 
when CAG president Jean Andrey first 
proposed hosting the IGU. Professors Guy 
Mercier, Matthew Hatvany and Laurent 
Bourdeau (Dept. of Geography, Université 
Laval) and Jocelyn Guertin (Quebec City 
Convention Centre) then presented a bid at the 
2014 IGU meeting in Krakow, Poland. The bid 
emphasized three Canadian and Québécois 
aspirations: 1) the reassertion of ties between 
the IGU and North American geographers, 
2) the reaffirmation of French as an official 

IGU language, and 3) the bolstering of 
geographical education in Canada following 
the signing in 2013 of the St. John’s 
Declaration on geographical education. This 
third aspiration led to an invitation to the 
National Council for Geographical Education to 
join the IGU and CAG in 2018 in Quebec City. 

The theme: Appreciating    Difference / 
Apprécier la différence 

The 2018 conference theme, Appreciating 
Difference / Apprécier la différence, is a 
Québécois expression that invited participants to 
consider the world as a blank canvas upon which 
one must first decide how to depict it before 
putting down images and words. To appreciate is 
not only a question of what one finds significant 
and of value, it is also an awareness of differences 
and the ability to recognize them as meaningful to 
a more inclusive interpretation of the diverse 
world in which we live. During the 2018 
congress, IGU commissions, CAG study groups 
and NCGE sections all reflected in unique ways 
on this thought-provoking theme. 

Keynotes speakers 

The conference was notable for an outstanding 
number of English and French speaking 
keynote talks addressing a wide diversity of 
themes in human, physical and education 
geography. These talks were generously 
supported by grants from Wiley publishing, 
Québec Destination affaires, Centre d‘études 
nordiques (Université Laval), Regroupement 
des géographes du Québec, and IGU 
Commission Awards. 

August 6th opening discourse, Caroline 
Desbiens (Université Laval, Canada): 
Appreciating Difference: A View from 
Indigenous Rivers. 

August 7th, Québec Destination affaires 
Lecture, Sarah Bednarz (Texas A&M 
University, USA): Geography‘s 

Secret Powers to Save the World. 
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August 7th, Centre d’études nordiques Lecture, 
Michel Allard (Université Laval, Canada): 
Nunavik – Land of Change 

August 7th, IGU Commission Award, Maria 
Paradiso (U. of Sannio, Italy): Mediterranean 
Basin Commission: sharing experience and 
knowledge 

August 7th, CAG Wiley-Mckenzie Lecture, 
Margo Greenwood (UNBC, Canada): 
Dialogues on Land, Water and Communities 

August 8th, IGU Commission Award, Clare 
Brooks (University College London, UK): The 
Power of Geography Education 

August 8th, Regroupement des géographes du 
Québec Lecture, Jérôme Dupras (UQO, 
Canada): Urban Futures, When Geography 
Embraces Nature, Arts and Economy 

August 8th, Randy Widdis (University of 
Regina, Canada): On Globalization, Borders 
and Borderlands: A Historical Geographical 
Perspective 

August 8th, CAG-Wiley Lecture, Shuaib 
Lwasa (Makerere University, Uganda): 
Appreciating the geographies of heterogeneity 
and unity in Africa: a socio ecological 
perspective 

August 9th, Québec Destination affaires 
Lecture, Michael F. Goodchild (UC Santa 
Barbara, USA): 

Geography and GISCIENCE 

August 9th, Robert Vézina (Commission de 
toponymie du Québec, Canada): Indigenous 
Languages in Quebec's Toponymy 

August 10th closing discourse, Olav 
Slaymaker (UBC, Canada): In Praise of the 
IGU: Fifty Years of Geography 

Field Excursions 

The congress featured nine field excursions in 
human and physical geography that were 
organized by geographers and foresters from 
Université Laval as well as invited contributors. 

Excursions were held throughout the Quebec 
City area, the Montmorency boreal forest, and 
the First Nations village of Wendake. Most 
exciting was an excursion by bicycle along a 
segment of the St. Lawrence River – truly 
sustainable development in action! 

1. Yaïves Ferland (Université Laval) Québec 
and the military: from “Gibraltar of 
America” to “Summit of Americas” 

2. Étienne Bethold (Université Laval) A 
walking tour through the Old Quebec: 
history, architecture and heritage 

3. Caroline Desbiens (Université Laval) 
Wendake: Tourist destination and living 
environment 

4. Guy Dorval and Antoine Boisson 
(Université Laval) Bicycle Trip along the 
St. Lawrence 

5. Nicolas Lanouette, Christian Paré and 
Julien Barbeau (Invited contributors), 
Geopoetic Walk Along the Saint-Charles 
River 

6. Marie-Claude Dionne (former graduate 
student, Université Laval) Making 
Landscape Heritage at Cartier-Roberval 

7. Matthew Hatvany (Université Laval) 
Mapping Québec through the Ages – A 
Visit to the Université Laval Map Library 

8. Yaïves Ferland (Université Laval) La Belle 
Province: Toponymic fieldtrip in the 
Vicinity of Québec City 

9. Louis Bélanger and Luc Bouthillier 
(Université Laval) The Forêt 
Montmorency: A Close Encounter with 
Quebec’s Boreal Forest 

Event Highlights at a Glance 

LOCATION OF 
THE EVENT 

Quebec City Convention Center, 
Canada 

EVENT 
BUDGET $899,932 CDN  
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by the private sector. For a ―Middle Power‖ 
country such as Canada, hosting the IGU and 
iGeo would not have been possible without the 
support of several key sponsors. We would 
especially like to note the participation of 
Google Earth Outreach as our Gold partner 
and National Geographic as our Silver 
Partner. Bronze partners were Jarkarto 
Cartographie 3D and K2 Geospatial. The 
workshops presented by these sponsors, their 
scientific input, and the many fruitful 
discussions and scientific interactions that they 
initiated added tremendous value to the 
congress. THANK YOU. 

Sponsorships and the participation of some 33 
exhibitors contributed to the diversity of 
geographical offerings available during the 
congress. Exhibition fees helped to keep 
registration costs low, especially for graduate 
student. Student rates were offered at several 
hundred dollars below actual cost. 

Other collaborating partners that helped make 
the 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress the largest 
geographic gathering in the history of Canada 
were the Canadian Association of Geographers, 
the National Council for Geographical 
Education, the Faculté de foresterie, de 
géographie et de géomatique (Université Laval), 
Wiley, Québec Destination affaires, Esri Canada, 
Quebec Nature and Technologies Funds, Hydro-
Québec, the Government of Quebec, the 
Sustainable Development program of the 
Université Laval, the Regroupement des 
géographes du Québec and the Centre d‘études 
Nordiques (Université Laval). Please see the 
attached Annex of partners and exhibitors for a 
list of all our contributors. 

Conclusion 

The international networking and collaboration 
that took place between members of the IGU, 
CAG and NCGE was immensely stimulating. 
This was especially true for North Americans 
as this was the first time in more than a 
generation of geographers (over 35 years) 
that the IGU was last on the North American 
continent. For many Canadian, American and 
international graduate students, this was their 
first opportunity to interact with IGU 
commissions. As well, the 2018 meeting had 
special meaning for Canadians and Québécois 

as it marked the first time in decades that an 
IGU simultaneously functioned in both 
official IGU languages of English and 
French, including a fully bilingual Internet 
site, keynote speakers, sessions and posters. 

For the first time in the history of the IGU, the 
National Council for Geographic Education (an 
American organization dedicated to K to 12 
geographical education) took part as an 
organizing partner of the congress. With the 
presence of more than two hundred NCGE 
geography teachers, including leading experts in 
the field, productive exchanges were organized 
around the theme of geographic education. In 
addition to nearly 50 sessions in education 
geography, collaborative pre- and post-IGU 
meetings were held jointly by the CAG 
Education Study Group and the IGU 
Geographical Education Commission. These 
events should be viewed as milestones in the 
pursuit of Goal 4 of IGU's 2015-2022 Strategic 
Plan which states that "geographic education 
must be the focus of activities of the IGU". As 
well, it was a milestone in advancing Canada‘s St. 
John‘s Declaration on the advancement of 
geographical education. It is our aspiration that 
the links established between the IGU, CAG and 
NCGE will contribute meaningfully to achieving 
both Goal 4 of the IGU 2015-2022 Strategic Plan 
as well as the CAG‘s St. John’s Declaration. 

The 2018 Congress took advantage of many 
cross-sectoral areas in geography research and 
education. We hope that this year‘s attendees 
will be interested in participating in the next 
annual CAG meeting to be held in May 2019 in 
Winnipeg, Canada as well as the annual 
meeting of the NCGE that will take place in 
summer 2019 in Washington, DC (USA). 
Professors, researchers, students as well as 
industry partners and associations have much to 
gain by continuing to develop international 
collaborations and exchanges with the common 
goal of building strong and sustainable 
partnerships that will promote the advancement  
of  the field of  geography. 

A North American first: IGU president Yukio 
Himiyama (r), CAG president Dan Shrubsole 
(center), and NCGE president Audrey Mohan 
(l), announce the opening of the IGU-CAG-
NCGE Congress at the Quebec City 
Convention Centre, August 6th 2018. 
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After Event Report 
15th International Geography Olympiad 31 July to 6 August 2018 

Québec 
http://igeo2018.ulaval.ca/ http://www.geoolympiad.org/ 

 
A few words from the Local Organising 
Committee 

The 15th International Geography Olympiad 
(iGeo) was held from July 31 to August 6 2018 
in Quebec City, Canada. The local organizing 
committee (LOC) was co-chaired by Ms. Beth 
Dye (Twin Rivers Education Centre, British 
Columbia), Dr. Matthew Hatvany (Université 
Laval, Quebec), and Dr. Lynn Moorman 
(Mount Royal University, Alberta). From 2015 
to 2018, they assured a presence and acted as 
official observers (volunteering assistance to 
the iGeo Task Force) at each of the previous 
iGeos in Russia, China and Serbia. 

The LOC was supported by a staff of 
Université Laval graduate students including 
Maxwell Bouchard, Julie Nadeau, and Arielle 
Frenette. It would not have been impossible to 
run a successful iGEO without committed and 
efficient volunteers who were involved in 
planning and executing numerous events. 
They came from across Canada from 
Université Laval, Mount Royal University 
(Alberta), and Thompson Rivers University 
(British Columbia). Immense logistical and 
planning support over the last three years was 
provided by the Canadian Association of 
Geographers, Dr. Marie-Hélène 
Vandersmissen of the Department of 
Geography, Université Laval, Dr. Guy 
Mercier, Faculty of Forestry, Geography and 
Geomatics, Université Laval, and Ms. Ellen 
Curtis and colleagues from the Royal 
Canadian Geographical Society. 

The 2018 iGeo was an event that saw many 
―firsts.‖ It was the first time that Canada sent a 
team to the iGeo as well as the first time that 
red (symbolizing North America) was used as 
the primary colour in the iGeo logo. Nearly 

270 participants from 40 countries representing 
43 teams attended the 2018 iGeo held on the 
campus of the Université Laval – making it the 
second largest iGeo in history. Tests took 
place on the university campus, including a 
multi-media exam developed by Tim Schuring 
(The Netherlands), while field exercises and 
excursions were held in Old Quebec City and 
the Charlevoix Region. The last full day of the 
iGeo was organized by Hugues Sansregret 
(Université Laval) at the Forêt Montmorency 
where students benefitted from a unique faunal 
concert highlighting Canada‘s boreal forest. A 
five-day post-excursion led by Maxwell 
Bouchard, Julie Nadeau and Beth Dye took 78 
participants to the Saguenay, Tadoussac, 
Rivière- du-Loup, Témiscouata, and 
Montmagny regions of Quebec. 

Another first was the invitation for members of 
the Canadian Association of Geographers 
Education Study Group and the International 
Geographical Union Commission on 
Geographical Education to partake in the 
judging of the 2018 iGeo poster session. 
Posters were for the first time sent 
electronically and printed by the LOC thanks 
to the financial and logistical support provided 
by HERE Technologies and Natural Resources 
Canada. It was a rewarding evening that 
strengthened the links between Canadian and 
International geography educators and the 
iGeo. 

The Gold Medal Ceremony recognizing the 
world‘s best young geographers was held at 
the Quebec City Convention Centre and was 
presided over by iGeo co-chairs Ms. Sue 
Lomas (United Kingdom) and Dr. Su-Min 
Shen (Taiwan) in the presence of International 
Geography Union president Yukio Himiyama 
(Japan), Canadian Association of Geographers 
president Dan Shrubsole, and National 
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Council for Geographical Education president 
Audrey Mohan (USA). 

 

Dr. Matthew Hatvany, President of the 2018 
iGeo and IGU Local organizing committees 
Département de géographie, Université Laval 

Overview of the International Geography 
Olympiad 

The International Geography Olympiad is held 
under the auspices of the International 
Geographical Union, a scientific organisation 
dedicated to the advancement of geography 
worldwide. Its main purpose is to promote 
geography by initiating and coordinating 
geographic research and teaching in all 
member countries. 

The Olympiads are a unique opportunity to 
engage young geographers and assist them in 
better appreciating the different peoples, 
cultures and lands that make up our world. 
Students compete in written, multimedia and 
field work exercises to demonstrate their 
understanding of human and physical 
geography. The event recognizes the talent of 
young geographers and promotes professional 
contacts within the global community of 
geographic education. 

The 15th International Geography Olympiad 
was made financially possible thanks to the 
generous support of the Canadian Association 
of Geographers, the Royal Canadian 
Geographical Society, the Secrétariat à la 
Capitale-Nationale (Québec City), the 
Charlevoix Community Development 
Corporation, Charlevoix Tourism, the 
Charlevoix Geosphere Observatory, the 
Wildlife Foundation of Quebec, the 
Sustainable Development Fund of the 
Université Laval, the Faculty of Forestry, 
Geography, and Geomatics of the Université 
Laval, the Québec Ministry of Education, the 
Université Laval Forêt Montmorency, HERE 
Technologies, Natural Resources Canada and 
others. Public and private sector support was 
critical to the high quality and safety of all the 
events. 

 

Highlights of the 2018 iGeo 

 15th International Geography Olympiad 

 7 full days of geography events from July 
31 to August 6th 2018 

 Held on the campus of the Université 
Laval 

 3 field excursions : 

o Old Québec 

o Baie-Saint-Paul (Charlevoix region) 

o Forêt Montmorency 

 40 countries representing 43 teams 

 165 student competitors 

o 122 boys 

o 43 girls 

 86 team leaders 

 22 volunteers 

 12 local organisers 

 8 members of the iGeo Task Force 

 3 written exercises, including a 
multimedia test 

 1 poster competition (all posters were sent 
electronically and printed by Natural 
Resources Canada) 

 1 cultural evening organized by the Royal 
Canadian Geo. Society 

 Medal Ceremony at the Quebec City 
Convention Centre 17 Gold, 31 Silver, 54 
Bronze medal winners 
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Highlights of the IGU Executive Committee 
meetings of 2017 

Two Executive Committee meetings were held 
in 2017. The first was in Québec in May, the 
second was in Amsterdam in September. 

The first EC meeting in 2017 was held at 
Québec City Conference Centre, Québec, 
Canada during 7th--‐11th May.  The meeting 
place was chosen with the IGU Regional 
Conference 2018 in mind; this is to be held in 
Québec in August 2018. It will be a joint 
IGU/Canadian Association of Geographers 
event. Details are available at 
http://igu2018.ulaval.ca/ Members of the 
Québec 2018 local organizing committee 
(LOC), chaired by Matthew Hatvany, attended 
the EC meeting for this item and presented a 
progress report including the latest information 
regarding organization and plans. The 
Conference theme is ‗Appreciating Difference‘ 
and the vision is to build community with the 
conference and internationalize geography in 
Canada and reaching out beyond North 
America. Other highlighted items discussed 
include a proposal of new IGU Commission on 
Africa, which was approved   under   the   
name ‗IGU   Commission   on   African   
Studies‘.   Secretary--‐General Meadows 
presented an update on the national 
membership situation, and reported that 
membership applications from Samoa and 
China--‐Macau had been approved through a 
General Assembly e--‐ballot;  both  are  now  
full  members  in  Category  A.  There was 
some discussion as to what is meant by the label 
‗IGU thematic conference‘ and the need to 
ensure that its meaning does not become 
devalued. Thematic conferences must be 
genuinely international (and therefore respect 
the two official IGU languages), should have a 

clear theme or topic that is of broad interest, 
and should specifically involve at least four 
IGU commissions. The EC must approve each 
thematic conference and applications should 
normally be made a minimum of eighteen 
months in advance; any overlap or conflict, 
either in timing or in terms of location, with 
other IGU events should be avoided. An IGU 
thematic conference can be proposed to the EC 
by one or more commissions and/or by a 
national committee; indeed, the involvement of 
the relevant national committee(s) in these 
thematic conferences is considered essential. 
Every effort should be made to encourage 
broad international participation. There should 
not normally be more than one thematic 
conference during an IGU Congress or 
Regional Conference year, and not more than 
two in a year in which there is no other major 
IGU event. 

The second EC meeting in 2017 was held at 
University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
during   6th--‐10th   September.   The   EC   
continued   its   efforts   to   consolidate   IGU   
national membership, as there are regions in 
the world where the IGU is not adequately 
represented, countries trying to re--‐establish 
their IGU national membership, national 
committee chairs requiring better 
communication with the IGU, etc. The 
‗National Committee‘ model varies greatly 
between countries, so this issue will be  raised  
at the  IGU  ‗chairs‘ meeting  planned for the 
Québec Regional Conference. As for 
Commissions, a new Commission proposal: 
‗Geography for Future Earth‘ submitted by 
Academician Fu Bojie (President of the 
Geographical Society of China, China-
-‐Beijing) was tabled for discussion. The link 
to Future Earth was recognized as a strategic 
and positive aspect of the proposal and, 

2017 Annual Report of the International Geographical Union 
2017 Rapport Annuel de l‗Union Géographique Internationale 
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although the objectives were ambitious, it was 
approved with some technical amendments. 
IGU President Himiyama emphasized the 
importance of the IGU archives, highlighting  
the  lack  of  knowledge in general regarding 
the IGU archives held in Leipzig. Information 
about the IGU archives should be accessible 
from the IGU website via an additional item 
and link.  Commission and Task Force and 
National Committee chairs are  reminded of 
the  importance  of submitting all IGU 
materials (publications meeting reports, 
photographs etc.) and of using the archives 
themselves. It was suggested that, if possible, 
the IGU archivist presents details   on the IGU 
archives to both the Commission and Task 
Force and National Committee chairs     at 
their respective meetings at the Québec 
Regional Conference. 2018 is the election year 
of IGU EC, so the call for nominations is to 
be made in mid--‐October, with a closing 
date of end--‐Febuary 2018; the e--‐mail 
ballot of eligible member countries will take 
place thereafter up to 31st March 2018. IGU 
Secretary‐General Meadows will circulate the 
call and administer the election process with 
the assistance of an independent teller. 

Report on the IGU Thematic Conference on 
Urbanization, Health and Wellbeing and 
Sustainable Development Goals, Hyderabad 
17‐19 March 

This conference was organised in 
collaboration with IGU Commissions on 
Urban Geography, Biogeography and 
Biodiversity, Local and Regional 
development, Land Use/Land cover Change.   
This   10th   IGU   India   Conference   is   a   
theme‐based   conference   organized   by 
International Geographical Union (IGU). It 
was hosted by the Department of Geography 
and Geoinformatics,  Osmania  University,  
Hyderabad  from  17‐19  March,  2017.  A  
total  of  306 papers were presented in 25 
technical sessions and in plenary session. Over 
400 participants took part in the conference. 
Of this number, 345 participants came from  
25 states of India   and about 60 were from 
Hyderabad. Indian participants from 

universities, institutes, 

government departments, industry etc. were 
present. Around 28 International participants 
from 15 countries (Japan, China, Russia, 
Switzerland, South Africa, Poland, Italy and 
Sri Lanka) also attended. Participants included 
IGU President Professor Y. Himiyama; IGU 
Urban Commission Chair Prof. Céline 
Rozenblat, IGU Commission on Biogeography 
and Biodiversity Chair Dr. Suraj Mal; Chair of 
Local and Regional Development Commission 
Prof. Jerzy Banski; LUCC Commission 
representative Prof. K. Kimoto; Ex IGU Vice 
President Prof. G. Bellezza; Chair  of  IGU  
National  Committee‐South  Africa‐Prof.  
Brij  Maharaj;  and  ICSU  Scientific 
committee Members on Urban Health and 
Wellbeing Prof. R.B. Singh and Prof. Saroj 
Jayasinghe from Sri Lanka. 

The Urban Health and Wellbeing programme 
is a joint programme of ICSU/IAMP/UNU. 
Three ICSU Scientific Committee Members 
Prof. Rozenblat Céline, Prof. R.B. Singh and 
Prof. Saroj Jayasinghe together with Indian 
policy makers and academics were present in 
the session. A research project involving 
scientists from India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 
and Nepal and  dealing  with  Air‐Water  
Quality  Induced  Challenges  for  Urban  
Health  and  Wellbeing: Application of 
Systems Approach in South Asian Cities has 
been planned . 

 

Inaugural Session at IGU, Hyderabad 

A wide variety of viewpoints were presented 
on the main themes, which were focused on 
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Biodiversity and Climate Change, Natural 
Hazards and Disaster Management, Urban 
Planning and Infrastructure, Urban 
Morphology and Hierarchical System, Urban 
Transportation and Waste Management, 
Natural Resources and Environment, 
Sustainable Development Goals, Urban Health 
and Wellbeing. Youth, Gender and Society 
beside Urban Safety and Governance. 

The  IGU  Young  and  Early  Career  
Geographers  Taskforce  (IGU‐YECG)  and  
the  Organizing Committee of Xth IGU 
International Thematic Conference organised a 
poster competition for the IGU‐YECG late Dr 
Manju Singh Memorial Young Scientist 
Award (poster) on 17th March 2017 at 
Hyderabad, Telangana, India. Mr. Gaurav 
Sikka (India) from the steering committee of  
IGU‐YECG  coordinated  the  event.  The  
IGU‘s  Young  and  Early  Career  
Geographers Taskforce (IGU‐YECG) was 
launched in 2016 at the 33rd International 
Geographical Congress in Beijing, China. The 
Taskforce Steering Committee comprises ten 
members globally and its primary aim is to 
encourage young geographers to participate 
in IGU activities. IGU‐YECG aimed to 
present a special poster award, to encourage 
younger colleagues to present their work in 
the form of a poster. Posters were invited 
from young scholars on the theme and sub 
themes of this conference. The award is 
instituted in the memory of Late Dr. Manju 
Singh, daughter of Prof. R.B. Singh (Vice 
President of IGU). Dr. Manju Singh, a young 
and dynamic academic completed her M.Sc. in 
the USA and a PhD in nanotechnology in 
Italy. Sadly, she passed away on 9th December 
2014 after a prolonged illness. Prof. R.B. 
Singh has been generous enough to provide 
financial support for this award. 

Eleven poster presentations from India and 
abroad were made in this competition. The 
jury   for the award competition comprised of 
Prof. Yukio Himiyama (President, IGU), Prof. 
Celine Rozenblat (Chair, IGU Urban 
Commission) and Prof. Aravind Mulimani 

(Karnatak University, Dharwad). Awardees 
were selected on the site by  jury  and  award  
recipients  were announced during the 
valedictory session of the conference. The 
award included a certificate of merit and 
monetary award of Rs 5100/‐. Two 
consolation certificates were also given. The 
award was received by S. Abdul Rahaman 
from the Department of Geography, 
Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirappalli, 
Tamil Nadu for his poster on “Assessment Of 
Human‐Induced Land Degradation and Its 
Impact Through Geospatial Based MCE 
Approach In Kallar Watershed Of Tamil 
Nadu”. The consolation certificates 2nd & 3rd 
position were won  by Gaurav Kant Nigam 
from Indira Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalaya, 
Raipur, Chhattisgarh and Tejpal Sharma from 
Kurukshetra University, Haryana respectively. 
The event was hailed by entire geographers‘ 
community and appreciated by the young 
scholars. The task force aims     to make this 
competition a regular affair with organizing 
the poster award in XI IGU Commission 
Seminar 2018 scheduled in Assam, India. 

Participants of IGU‐YECG Poster Award 
with jury and IGU‐YECG representative 

 

The CODATA PASTD – IGU joint action of 
the International Training workshop on Big 
Data for Science  and  Sustainability  in  
Developing  Countries  was  successfully  held  
from  17th  ‐19th March, 2017 in Hyderabad, 
India. Training workshop was the academic 
event of The Xth IGU International 
Conference on "Urbanization, Health & Well  
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Being  and  Sustainable Development Goals ". 
The Indian training workshop is one of three 
actions of CODATA PASTD on capacity 
building in 2017 supported by IGU and 
Institute of Geographic Sciences and  Natural 
Resources Research, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (IGSNRR, CAS). Other training 
activities will be held in Madagascar in 
September and in China in November. The 
training course aims to cultivate big open data 
publication and sharing idea and policy, and 
analysis  and application abilities of young 
data scientist. Three days training workshop 
included lectures and hands‐on practice, 
which aims to promote capacity building for 
preservation of and open access to research 
data in developing countries. 

Prof. R.B. Singh, Vice President of the IGU 
and Co‐Chair of Strategy and Policy 
Sub‐group of CODATA PASTD, and Prof. 
Yukio Himiyama, President of the IGU, 
attended the opening and closing ceremonies 
of the conference respectively. 56 trainees 
from 13 universities in India attended  the  
training  courses.  CODATA  PASTD  
member,  Dr.  Yunqiang  Zhu,  Co‐chair  of 
Capacity Building Sub‐group of CODATA 
PASTD and professor from IGSNRR, CAS, 
and Dr. B. Srinagesh  from  Osmania  
University  organized  the  training  as  
co‐chairs.  Chinese  scientists worked along 
with Indian colleagues to deliver courses on 
Open Big Data Discovery; data publication 
and sharing, India earth observation system, 
geospatial data interoperability; geospatial 
data infrastructure and data sharing principles. 
The training workshop has achieved 
favourable effects with active participation. 
Professor R. R. Singh and Dr. V. 
Raghavaswamy, Deputy Director of the 
National Remote Sensing Centre, India, hope 
that the PASTD training course will continue 
in future and cultivate new generations of 
young data scientists with growing awareness 
of international cooperation. 

 

 

Prof. R.B. Singh, Vice President, IGU 
delivered the opening address 

 

 

Prof. Yukio Himiyama, IGU President, 
awarded certificates. 

A special technical session on Soil and Water 
Assessment Tool (SWAT) was organised at 
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Xth  IGU International Thematic Conference 
Hyderabad (India) on 19 March,  2017.  The  
coordinator of the session was Dr. Pankaj 
Kumar. This session was chaired by Prof.  Brij  
Maharaj (Department of Environmental 
Sciences, University of Kwazulu Natal, South 
Africa) and Prof. Vasantha Kumaran, and 
witnessed 17 paper presentations by scholars 
and academics. There was a brief keynote 
address by Dr. QIU Dun‐Lian, Senior 
Research Fellow, Executive Editor‐in‐chief of 
the Journal of Mountain Science, and 
Director of the Center of Sci‐Tech 
Information and Dissemination, Institute of 
Mountain Hazards and Environmental 
Sciences. This was followed by scholars 
giving an outline of SWAT as a research tool 
that can  be utilized to explain the impact of 
land use change on water balance in urban 
areas, identifying the suitable sites for water 
harvesting and estimating the direct run off 
from the river basin. Scholars in their 
presentations also dwelled upon the 
delineation of watersheds for a sustainable 
development of land and water resources, 
calculation of stream flow and precipitation 
using SWAT, adaptation techniques, 
assessment of ecosystem services in a 
watershed and water efficiency for agriculture, 
SWAT analysis for hydro projects and impacts 
of urban and industrial growth on the 
transformations in spatial distribution of water 
bodies. Arc‐SWAT tool used to delineate the 
boundary of watershed and Web Based 
Hydrography Analysis Tool was also 
discussed through presentations by the 
academicians. There followed a vibrant 
discussion. 

SWAT special session at IGU India Thematic 
Conference, Hyderabad. 

Valedictory Ceremony 

The closing valedictory session was graced by 
the presence of Prof. Yukio Himiyama, 
President of IGU and the Chair of the IGU 
Commission on Urban Geography and Dr QIU 
Dun‐ Lian. 

Two volumes emerging from the conference 

are being planned under Springer Series: 
Advances in Geographical and Environmental 
Sciences: 
http://www.springer.com/series/13113  

This part of the report was originally provided 
by the Conference Organizing Committee, and 
edited by Himiyama and Meadows. 

Report on the IGU Thematic Conference on 
Geographies of Peace, La Paz, Bolivia, 
23‐25 September 2017 

 

 

The conference has gathered together 
scholars from various parts of Europe, 
Africa, North America and Asia in La Paz, 
Bolivia, offering the possibility to meet with 
geographers from Latin America and know 
more about their work and research 
agenda. 

In the three days of the conference, the 
concept of peace has been analysed from 
different theoretical point of views, and 
through diversified examples from research 
experiences, giving the opportunity to all 
participants to reflect on their role as 
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geographers and to critically examine the idea 
of peace. 

The plenary that opened the conference has set 
its general framework, with an overview of the 
historical relation between political geography 
and war/peace, some initial reflection on the 
different possible interpretations of peace and 
its distinction from pacifism, and its 
relationship with fear and insecurity, with 
interventions by Virginie Mamadouh, 
Heriberto Cairo Carou, Emiliano Díaz 
Carnero, Michael Shapiro, and Freddy Morales 
Ruitiña. After the initial plenary sessions, the 
conference reception has offered the attendants 
the opportunity to enjoy a traditional dance 
show organized by the students of the Faculty 
of Geography of La Paz. 

 

Virginie Mamadouh opening the Conference 
during the initial Plenary Session 

Despite some absences among the presenters, the 
parallel sessions organized in the following days 
were participated and rich in discussion, either in 
Spanish or English, depending on the attendees, 
and in some cases facilitated by simultaneous 
translation. In the various slots, peace has been 
analysed and discussed in terms of ecology, 
tourism, activism, borders, and from a historical 
perspective. The sessions were characterized by 
very different approaches and an impressive 
variety of geographical origins and/or focuses. 
Many presentations dealt with case studies based 
in Latin American, particularly interesting for 
scholars who have rarely the occasion to confront 
with non‐Anglophone literature and research. 

The theoretical and analytical level of 
presentations was very high, and it was 
interesting to see how scholars, besides those 
who already worked on the topic, were able to 
re‐examine their research within the 
framework of peace. 

 

 

Images from the parallel sessions 

The concept was almost always used critically, 
both when applied to case studies analysis and 
when presented throughout the history of 
geographical thought. This was evident in 
plenary conversation between Simon Dalby 
and Nick Megoran, whose overview on the 
geographies of and for peace was broadly 
appreciated and concluded proposing an 
agenda for future research topics of great 
importance for maintaining the attention on 
peace, not just as a word emptied of meanings. 
The second plenary event was the ACME 
lecture with Silvia Rivera Cusicanqui, a 
feminist activist, sociologist, historian, and 
subaltern theorist from Bolivia, who gave an 
inspiring lecture about the landscape and its 
relationship with indigenous knowledge. The 
final plenary, held by Marina Calloni, John O‘ 
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Loughlin, Sara Koopman, and Maria Lois, has 
also given interesting insight to continue 
reasoning around the concept of peace in 
geography and beyond, and some ideas for 
further research. 

 

The conversation between Simon Dalby and 
Nick Megoran 

The relatively small size of the conference, 
together with its openness in terms of 
approaches and areas of study, made it a very 
successful event, socially enjoyable and rich in 
contents. People could easily meet and discuss 
during and after the sessions, and this 
encounter was also facilitated by the 
participation in the different field trips 
proposed by the conference organizers, 
especially the cable‐cab tour held on the 
morning before the conference opening, which 
saw a large participation and was the occasion 
to know the social and geographical history of 
La Paz and El Alto. 

 

The final Plenary Session 

This part of the report originally provided by 
Anna Casaglia and edited by Meadows 

Report on the IGU Thematic Conference on 
Land Use/Cover Changes, Biodiversity, 
Health and Environment, Local and 
Regional Development, 

Bucharest & Tulcea, 11‐15 September 2017 

Romania, through the Institute of Geography 
of the Romanian Academy and the Faculty of 
Geography, University of Bucharest as main 
organisers, hosted the second IGU Thematic 
Conference. The IGU Thematic Conference 
took place in Bucharest and Tulcea between  
11  and 15 September 2017 and had as main 
theme Land  Use/Cover  Changes,  
Biodiversity,  Health and Environment, Local 
and Regional Development. The main 
rationale of the IGU Thematic Conference was 
to bring together scientists and stakeholders 
from various connecting  fields  in  order  to  
address  different  effects  of  ecosystems  
changes,  to  set‐up mitigation and adaptation 
strategies and contribute with scientific 
information to  local/regional land use, 
planning and environmental policies. The IGU 
Thematic  Conference was jointly organised 
by the Institute of Geography, Romanian 
Academy and the Faculty of Geography, 
University of Bucharest and gathered four of 
the IGU Commissions: Land  Use/Cover 
Change, Local and Regional Development, 
Biogeography and Biodiversity and  Health 
and the Environment. The Romanian 
Committee for Future Earth –  Research  for  
Global Sustainability and Romanian National 
Geographical Committee were also partners of 
this scientific event. 

The event attracted about 85 participants from 
20 countries: Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Germany, 
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Japan, 
Poland, Romania, Russia, Belgium, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain and 
Turkey. The IGU Thematic Conference was 
also attended by outstanding members of the 
IGU such as: Prof. Yukio Himiyama, 
President of IGU, actual and former chairs of 
the involved commissions (Prof. Michael Sofer 
- Israel, Prof. Ivan Bicik – the Czech Republic, 
Prof. Jerzy Bansky ‐ Poland, Prof. Matej 
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Gabrovec ‐ Slovenia). The main topics of this 
event were related to: Land Use/Cover 
Change and Land Degradation; Impacts of 
Land Use/Cover Changes on Biodiversity 
Loss; Causes and Consequences of Land 
Use/Cover Changes; Biodiversity 
Conservation and Management; Extreme 
Weather Events; Socio‐Territorial 
Vulnerabilities and Impacts on Public Health; 
Environmental Changes and Human Health: 
Impacts and Inequalities; Distribution of 
Health Resources; Access to Health Care and 
Spatial Justice; Local  Resources  and  
Regional  Specialization;  Local  and  
Regional  Development:  Socio‐ economic    
Disparities;    Spatial    Development    and    
Territorial    Cohesion;    Cross‐border 
Cooperation and Neighbourhood Policies; 
Governance and Policies  in  Planning;  Land  
Use  and Biodiversity. 

During the first day of the IGU Thematic 
Conference, four plenary lectures were given 
by leading geographers, also known for their 
prestigious activity within the IGU: 
Environmental Change and Regional 
Development in Romania given by Prof. Dan 
Bălteanu (Director of the Institute of 
Geography, Romanian Academy), 
Reorganisation of International Academic 
Community by Prof. Yukio Himiyama 
(President of IGU), Ecosystem Services as a 
Tool for Local and Regional Development by 
Prof. Marek Degorski (Director of the Institute 
of Geography and Spatial Organization, Polish 
Academy of Sciences) and The Changing 
Landscape of the Rural Urban Fringe: An 
Israeli Case Study by Prof. Michael Sofer 
(Bar‐Ilan University, Israel). 

The second day of the IGU Thematic 
Conference was held in Tulcea, where the 
largest part of the lectures were presented in 
nine Panels dedicated to the four IGU 
Commissions, two thematic sessions on 
―Spatial Development and Environmental 
Risks‖, one poster session and one roundtable 
entitled ―Transdisciplinary research on 
environmental issues‖. The Roundtable was 
moderated by prof. Dan Bălteanu and the 

discussions were held between the governor of 
the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (Mr. 
Mălin‐Matei Mușetescu), a group of scientists 
and stakeholders from the Danube Delta 
National Institute for Research and 
Development (dr. eng. Sorin Nichersu, dr. eng. 
Ion Năvodaru), the Institute of Geography, 
Romanian Academy (dr. Monica Dumitrașcu, 
dr. Diana Dogaru), the Romanian Geographical 
Society – Tulcea branch (prof. Gheorghe 
Băisan) and several local actors. 

The Land Use/Cover Change IGU 
Commission delivered 10 oral presentations in 
two Panels, the Local and Regional 
Development IGU Commission 15 oral 
presentations in three Panels, the 
Biogeography and Biodiversity IGU 
Commission 10 oral presentations in two 
Panels and the Health and the Environment 
IGU Commission 11 oral presentations in two 
Panels. In addition, the two thematic sessions 
focusing on Spatial Development and 
Environmental Risks gave 10 oral 
presentations. During the Poster Session, 9 
posters were displayed and presented. The 
Conference Agenda also included the business 
meetings of two of the involved IGU 
Commissions: Local and Regional 
Development and Land Use/Cover Change. 

Two types of excursions were organised for 
the participants during and after the IGU 
Thematic Conference. Thus, during the 
Conference, a scientific boat trip to the Danube 
Delta Biosphere Reserve (Tulcea – Sulina Arm 
– Maliuc – Gorgova – Crişan – Dunărea Veche 
Chanel 

– Mila 23 village – Olguţa Channel – Fortuna 
Lake ‐ Şontea Chanel – Băclăneşti Lake ‐ 
Nebunu Lake — Mila 35 Channel – Tulcea) 
was organised on September 13th and a field 
trip in the Dobrogea Region and the Black Sea 
Coast (Tulcea ‐ Măcin Mountains National  
Park  –  Babadag ‐ Jurilovca ‐ Constanţa ‐ 
Bucharest) on September 14th. During these 
two field trips, significant scientific 
information was provided by experts from the 
Danube Delta National Institute for Research 
and Development, as well as by 
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representatives of the two  organisational 
institutions. 

 

After the Conference, between 15 and 16 
September, an optional excursion was 
organised to the Romanian Carpathian 
Mountains and the hilly region of the 
Subcarpathians (Bucharest – Sinaia – Brașov – 
Transfăgărășan Mountain Road – Curtea de 
Argeș ‐ Bucharest). Overall, the main scope of 
the IGU Thematic Conference was to connect 
land use and biodiversity  in  order  to  
understand  the  relationships  between  
ecosystems  and  socio‐ economic systems, 
ecosystem services, and the potential risks and 
benefits to regional development and human 
health and welfare. 

A volume including the abstracts, the conference 
programme and the fieldtrip guide was 
published.     The     online     version     is     
available     at     http://igutc2017.geoinst.ro/wp‐ 
content/uploads/2017/05/IGU_TC_Book_of_Ab
stracts_Field_Guidebook.pdf 

For this event, IGU provided a travel grant 
subsidy of US$5000 to be allocated to young 
researchers and outstanding senior scholars. 
The academics who benefited from the IGU 
travel grant belonged to both developed and 
developing countries (e.g. India, Poland, 
Turkey, Romania). 

This part of the report was originally provided 
by the Conference Organizing Committee, and 
edited by Himiyama and Meadows. 

From one year to a decade of ‗Global 
Understanding‘ 

The closing ceremony of the International Year 
of Global Understanding (IYGU) was held on 
21 November in Jena, Germany, and many 
prominent guests attended. The gathering , 
took stock of achievements to date as well as 
discussing the future. Global Understanding 
has become a global brand, as it was stated at 
the World Humanities Conference in August. 
Benno Werlen mentions that UNESCO 
proclaimed the annual World Science Day 2017 
under the motto ‗Science for Global 
Understanding‘. UNESCO Director‐General 
Irina Bokova said on this subject: ―This year‘s 
theme for the World Science Day for Peace 
and Development, Science for global 
understanding, encompasses UNESCO‘s 
approach to develop scientific cooperation 
between and within societies, combining 
global sustainability and local actions and 
knowledge.‖ 

That this effect will be lasting is evidenced by 
the institutional conditions that have been 
created. In 2016 a total of 40 regional action 
centres were established worldwide, which, 
together with 20 additional cooperation 
partners, put on more than 1,000 events that 
spread the idea of Global Understanding. These 
included scientific conferences as well as art 
and technology festivals, television 
documentaries, special stamps, and numerous 
brochures, books and educational materials, 
with which the organisers touched millions of 
people. An important factor in the year‘s 
success was the support of a large number of 
well‐ known personalities, not only from all 
areas of science and culture, but also from 
many parts of society. A clear illustration of 
this was the ceremony in Jena, at which Prof. 
Klaus Töpfer, former German Environment 
Minister and Executive Director of the UN 
Environment Programme, and Prof. Carlos 
Torres of the UNESCO chair in Los Angeles, 
gave the keynote speeches. 

In addition to the contributions from 
numerous well‐known figures, the closing 
ceremony focused on presenting major IYGU 



- 490 -

 487 

highlights. A wide range of topics and projects 
were represented, which have spread ideas 
around the world to help form connections and 
build bridges. In his welcoming address, Prof. 
Walter Rosenthal, President of Friedrich 
Schiller University Jena, referred to a key 
dimension of Global Understanding that 
promotes internationality and therefore peace, 
for which one  must struggle  every  day. The  
determination to spread the message of global 
understanding ever more widely is not limited 
to the many dedicated supporters of the IYGU 
and the regional action centres. The  UNESCO  
chairs  program  will install a specific chair on 
―Global Understanding for Sustainability‖. 
And above  all, there should be a scientific 
decade of Global Understanding in the 2020s – 
because even after the ceremony in Jena, 
Global Understanding should continue to be a 
significant theme. 

For further information: 
www.global‐understanding.info Contact: Prof. 
Benno Werlen 

his part of report was originally provided by 
Benno Werlen, and edited by Himiyama and 
Meadows. 

Co‐operation with other organizations 

ICSU & ISSC (incl. GeoUnions): Himiyama 
and Meadows attended the ICSU 32nd 
General Assembly,  ISSC  Extraordinary  
General  Assembly,  Joint  ICSU‐ISSC  
Meeting  and  associated events in Taipei, 
21‐28 October 2017. And on Thursday 26th 
October, the Joint ICSU‐ISSC Meeting took 
the momentous decision to merge into a single 
dynamic organisation to take science forward 
in an evolving global context. A merger of the 
International Council  for  Science  (ICSU)  
and  the  International Social Science  Council 
(ISSC)  forges  a  new organisation 

– to be known as the International Science 
Council – to advance the creativity, rigour and 
relevance of science worldwide. It creates a 
unified, global voice of science, with a 
powerful presence in all regions of the world 
and representation across the natural (including 

physical, mathematical and life) and social 
(including behavioural and economic) 
sciences. The importance of scientific 
understanding to society has never been 
greater, as humanity grapples with the 
problems of living sustainably and equitably 
on planet Earth. The Council will defend the 
inherent value and values of all science at a 
time when it has become harder for the 
scientific voice to be heard. It will strengthen 
international, interdisciplinary collaboration 
and support scientists to contribute solutions to 
complex and pressing matters of global public 
concern. It will advise decision makers and 
practitioners on the use of science in achieving 
ambitious agendas such as the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by world 
leaders in 2015. And it will encourage open 
public engagement with science. IGU, 

hich was a founder Union in ICSU and has 
been a member of ISSC for many decades, 
hopes that the need to improve science 
education will also become an important focus 
for the new organisation. 

 

Photo: Khotso Mokhele facilitating discussion 
at the joint ICSU‐ISSC meeting.  L‐R: ISSC 
President Alberto Martinelli, ICSU President 
Gordon McBean and ICSU Executive Director 
Heide Hackman (Photo: MEM) 

CIPSH: IGU Past President Kolosov attended 
the first CIPSH World Humanities Congress 
that took place in Liège, Belgium, from 6th to 
12th August 2017. One of the key themes was 
‗Borders and Migrations‘ and IGU hosted a 
session within that theme albeit with rather 
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disappointing attendance. The General 
Assembly re‐elected Luiz Oosterbeek as 
Secretary‐ General and Kolosov was elected to 
membership of the CIPSH Board. There is 
potential for this body to increase in status and 
profile following the merger of ICSU and 
ISSC and the organization needs to be made 
more visible to the IGU community 

EUROGEO, EUGEO: Several IGU 
executive members attended the EUGEO 
conference in Brussels, Belgium (September 
2017) along with more than 300 other 
delegates. IGU Past President Kolosov 
reported on the meeting between 
representatives of the IGU and EUGEO that 
took place there. There was agreement to 
cooperate in the field of education, including 
defining and disseminating what is best 
practice in teaching geography, both at school 
and at university, and in the preparation of a 
book on new ideas in teaching geography at 
universities (different curricula, content, 
methods, etc.). There was agreement that 
future EUGEO conferences should preferably 
be held during years when there is no IGU 
Congress or Regional Conference. The 
‗metajournal‘ concept, as a kind of revival of 
Bibliographie Géographique Internationale 
(supported by IGU but no longer published) 
was raised with a view to further exploration 
by both IGU and EUGEO. The CNFG has 
proposed ‗Le Nuit du Géographie‘ (the night 
of geography‘) as a potential field of 
cooperation with considerable support 
indicated from several European nations. 
Liaison between IGU and EUGEO is clearly 
needed  to  coordinate  cooperation  and  
Droogleever‐Fortuijn,  supported  by  
Lemarchand were nominated. A joint 
IGU‐EUGEO event at the Istanbul Congress 
2020 is planned.   Two additional projects 
were proposed, viz. i) how to increase the 
visibility and the status of geography across 
the world ii) wider distribution of the Charter 
on Geographical Education, translated into 
various national languages. IGU National 
Committees and national geographic societies 

can play a key role in both initiatives. 

UGAL/EGAL：La Paz, Bolivia, May 2017: 
IGU Vice President dell‘Agnese submitted a 
report. The conference brought together 
scholars from various parts of Europe, Africa, 
North America and Asia, offering the 
possibility to meet with geographers from 
Latin America and 

know more about their work and research 
agenda. In the three days of the conference, the 
concept of peace was analysed from various 
theoretical points of view and through 
diversified examples from research 
experiences. This represented an opportunity 
for all participants to reflect on their role as 
geographers and to critically examine the idea 
of peace. 

IAG (International Association of 
Geomorphologists) 

IGU and the International Association of 
Geomorphologists signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding at the Beijing IGU Congress in 
2016 with the overall aim of working more 
closely together to promote our common aims. 
This was given significant impetus at the IAG 
quadrennial congress, held in New Delhi, 
India, in November with the establishment 
(already approved by the IGU EC) of a joint 
IAG Working Group/IGU Commission on 
Geomorphology of the Anthropocene: 
Geoarchaeology, Geomorphology and Society. 
The first meeting of the new body will take 
place ahead of the European Geophysical 
Union annual conference in Vienna in early 
April 2017. 

AAG: The IGU stand was set up in the AAG 
Annual Conference held in April 2017 in 
Boston. Many people visited the stand and 
signed up to become a corresponding member 
of receiving IGU E‐Newsletter, and collected 
leaflets of IGU Regional Conference 2018 
Quebec, IGC 2020 Istanbul, IGU brochure, 
etc. 
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Photo: IGU Stand at AAG 2017 Boston. L‐R: 
IGU President Himiyama, IGU ex‐President 
Abler, Marie‐Pierre Guy‐Dorion from IGU 
Quebec Regional Conference Organizing 
Committee, IGU Vice President Barbaros 
Gönençgil 

Forthcoming events 

10‐12 April 2018: IGU EC meeting in Tokyo, 
Japan. Arrivals on 9th April 2018, meeting 
10th and 11th, transfer to Sendai on afternoon 
of 11th and stay overnight, returning to Tokyo 
on 12th via the Pacific coast area hit by 
gigantic earthquake & tsunami on  11th March 
2011, with departures 13th April 2018. 

6‐10 August 2018: IGU Regional Conference 
on ‗Appreciating Difference‘ in Quebec, 
Canada. Newly elected EC members will be 
invited to attend the Québec meeting. 

There will be an EC meeting immediately 
prior to the Québec Regional Conference in 
August 2018 (dates are 6th to 10th August 
2018) – i.e. arrivals on 4th August, meeting on 
5th August and morning of 6th. 

Arrangements for the final meeting of 2018 
will only be made once the outcome of the 
election of new EC members is known 
(mid‐2018). 

Communication and outreach 

The main communication tools of the IGU are 
its quarterly newsletter, compiled by former 
Vice‐President   Giuliano   Bellezza   and   its   
website,   maintained   by   Secretary‐General 
Mike Meadows. As usual, four issues of 

the new series of the e‐Newsletter were 
published in 2017 and can be downloaded 
from the website by following the 
newsletter link  from  www.igu‐online.org. 

T he IGU    Facebook    page 
(https://www.facebook.com/ 
pages/International‐Geographical‐Union/2829
17935136850 continues to attract ‗likes‘ and 
the IGU website also attracts many visitors. 

Financials 

The IGU has managed to keep its annual 
membership subscriptions at 2008 levels 
which, given the tough financial environment, 
is quite remarkable. We ended the year with a 
modest positive operating surplus, despite the 
fact that more than US$ 75,000 was 
distributed in grants to seed fund the 
Commissions and Task Forces, IYGU and 
travel grants for two thematic conferences. See 
Income and Expense and Balance sheets that 
follow. 

4:16 PM: International Geographical Union 

01-17-18: Profit & Loss 

Cash Basis: January through December 
2017  

Jan - Dec 17 

Ordinary Income/Expense Income 

Contributions 3,747.06 

Grants and Awards Received  

Nonprofit Organization Grants 30,000.00 

Total Grants and Awards 
Received 30,000.00 

Investments  

Banking Accounts Interest 5,760.88 

Total Investments 5,760.88 

Program Income  

Country Member Dues 137,764.28 

Total Program Income 137,764.28 

Total Income 177,272.22 

Gross Profit 177,272.22 
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Expense  

Awards and Grants  

IGU Travel Grants 17,027.89 

Awards and Grants - Other 58,332.42 

Total Awards and Grants 75,360.31 

Operations  

Collaboration and Outreach  

Conference, Convention, Meet... 1,285.19 

Memberships and Dues 6,886.13 

Total Collaboration and 
Outreach 8,171.32 

Executive Committee Meetings 41,586.97 

Publications  

IGU Bulletin 3,220.00 

Total Publications 3,220.00 

Total Operations 52,978.29 

Reconciliation Discrepancies 12.77 

Secretariat  

Banking Fees 2,878.47 

Internet and IGU Web Site 4,793.51 

Printing and Copying 2,167.87 

Supplies 1,302.57 

Total Secretariat 11,142.42 

Total Expense 139,493.79 

Net Ordinary Income 37,778.43 

Net Income 37,778.43 

4:13 PM: International Geographical Union 

01-17-18: Balance Sheet 

Cash Basis: As of December 31, 2017 

Dec 31, 17 

ASSETS 

Current Assets Checking/Savings 

Johnson Bank IGU Endowment 100,968.32 

Johnson Bank Operating Account 1,565.91 

Petty Cash 590.95 

SBCT Market Link 795.58 

SBCT Money Market 127,198.78 

SBCT Operating Account 26,178.78 

Total Checking/Savings 257,298.32 

Total Current Assets 257,298.32 

TOTAL ASSETS 257,298.32 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY  

Equity  

Opening Balance Equity 151,339.52 

Unrestricted Net Assets 68,180.37 

Net Income 37,778.43 

Total Equity 257,298.32 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 257,298.32 
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Highlights of the IGU Executive Committee 
meetings of 2018 

Three Executive Committee meetings were 
held in 2018. The first was in Tokyo in April, 
the second was in Québec, Canada, in August, 
and the third was in Aligarh, India. 

The first EC meeting in 2018 was held at 
Gakushi Kaikan in Tokyo, Japan, during 9th-
11th April. Prior to this EC meeting, IGU 
Secretary-General Meadows wrote an e-mail to 
IGU National Committee contacts in relation to 
two important matters that required a decision 
of the IGU General Assembly, namely a) 
election of four Executive Committee officers 
and b) the approval of a membership 
application by the Kyrgyz Republic. The 
deadline for the voting was set so that its results 
could be tabled in the EC meeting in August in 
time. Nominations were called for four 
positions on the IGU EC arising from the fact 
that four members complete their terms of 
office at the conclusion of the IGU-CAG 
Regional Conference in August 2018. The 
election of EC members is the duty of the IGU 
General Assembly but this can be arranged by 
way of an ‗e-ballot‘. The results of the voting 
were that Prof. RB Singh was elected as 
Secretary-General and Treasurer of the IGU, 
while Professors Elena dell‘ Agnese, Iain Hay 
and Bojie Fu were elected as Vice-Presidents 
for the period 2018-2022. In the same ballot, 
Kyrgyz Republic was accepted as a full 
member country of the IGU. It was affirmed 
that the IGU should maintain open 
communications with all of its National 
Committees irrespective of their timely 
payment of dues with the hope of resumption of 

payment. A proposal has been received from 
the Chair of the IGU National Committee for 
Slovenia regarding a Thematic Conference with 
the theme: Transformation of Traditional 
Cultural Landscapes, to be held at the 
University of Primorska, Koper. It was 
approved as a Thematic Conference of IGU. 
There was further discussion around the criteria 
for IGU ‗Thematic Conference‘; the minutes of 
the Québec EC meeting in 2017 were referred 
to, in particular the fact that such proposals 
should reach the EC not less than 18 months in 
advance. It was agreed to change this wording 
to ‗12 to 18 months‘ in advance. As for 
Commissions, it was decided that the 
Commission Excellence award for 2017 be 
presented to the Commission on Tourism, 
Leisure and Global Change. The EC 
congratulated Professor Benno Werlen, the 
Chair of the Commission on Global 
Understanding, for his appointment to a 
UNESCO Chair in Global Understanding for 
Sustainability at the Friedrich Schiller 
University Jena, which was to be inaugurated 
on 2nd May 2018 in Jena, Germany. 

The second EC meeting was held at Hôtel 
Château Laurier, Québec City, Canada, during 
4th-6th August, i.e. shortly before the IGU 
Regional Conference 2018. The meeting place 
was within a pleasant walking distance from 
Québec City Convention Center, the venue of 
the Conference. IGU Vice President RB Singh‘s 
appointment as Secretary-General and Treasurer 
of IGU for the period 2018-2022 left a vacancy 
on the executive which necessitated a 
nomination call. Only one nomination was 
received and Professor Rubén Camilo Lois-
Gonzáles (Spain) was duly elected as IGU Vice-

2018 Annual Report of the International Geographical Union 
2018 Rapport Annuel de l‗Union Géographique 

Internationale 
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President for 2018-2022 by e-ballot. The 
appointment of Prof Meadows as Assistant to the 
newly elected Secretary-General and Treasurer 
for 2018-2020 was also confirmed. The IGU EC 
had been deeply involved in the process of 
creating ISC (International Science Council). 
IGU President Himiyama and Vice-President 
Lemarchand attended the GeoUnions‘ meeting 
ahead of the inaugural ISC General Assembly in 
Paris in early July, and reported on it in the EC. 
IUGG, one of the nine GeoUnions, has started 
‗mapping‘ their activities to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals and it was agreed in the EC 
that the Commissions and Task Forces should be 
requested to provide this kind of information so 
that the IGU contributions to SDGs can be 
established and that this can enable the 
identification of research areas of synergy 
around the SDGs. The matter will be raised 
initially at the Chairs meeting at the Québec 
Conference but there will need to be a follow-up 
exercise to establish in more detail what 
particular initiatives and activities are being 
undertaken that relate to the SDGs. The 
inaugural General Assembly of the ISC was 
attended by Himiyama, Meadows and 
Lemarchand. A major item on the agenda was 
the elections for Governing Board members. 
Two Geographers, namely Professors Ruth 
Fincher and Anna Davies, were elected as 
ordinary members of the Governing Board. IGU 
has proposed ‗science education‘ as an important 
element of the future work of the ISC and it is 
hoped that, among other initiatives, this will be 
promoted and followed up in particular by them. 
Soon after the closing ceremony of the Regional 
Conference, the new IGU EC had its first 
meeting at Québec City Convention Centre and 
made necessary arrangenments to get it started. 

The third EC meeting was held at Aligarh 
Muslim University, Aligarh, India, during 1st to 
4th December. RB Singh, who became the IGU 
Secretary-General and Treasurer in August 2018, 
suggested that the transfer of the IGU office 
from University of Cape Town to Delhi 
University was proceeding slowly but that with 
his assistants he can handle most of tasks going 
forward, including the IGU website. IGU 

National Membership continued to show good 
signs of increase. There were reports on a 
potential renewal of membership by Indonesia, 
Portugal, Brasil and Ecuador, and on resumed 
contacts with several countries. It was reminded 
that language remains a barrier and that more 
exposure for Spanish would help the IGU cause. 
There are indeed countries that are interested in 
IGU membership but have clear problems in 
raising the funds to join. Concerning the IGU 
Archives at University of Leipzig, Dr Bruno 
Schelhaas made an excellent presentation at the 
Chairs‘ meeting in Québec Conference, and 
there remains a need to promote the existence 
and availability of resources in the IGU 
Archives. The IGU Commission and National 
Committee chairs should be reminded of the 
responsibility to submit materials. The website 
can also be used to promote the availability of 
the archives. IGU Vice-President Gönençgil 
presented a brief update on the IGU Congress 
2020 Istanbul and presented the draft second 
circular for comments and corrections. After 
making a number of suggestions on the contents 
of the circular including information about the 
venue, Congress website, registration 
arrangements, accommodation prices, financial 
support, keynote speakers and their lecture 
themes, and other things, EC approved the 
printed leaflet of 34th IGU congress (subject to 
final editorial input from Meadows and Hay). 
IGU Vice-President dell‘Agnese presented 
information on the 2020 IGU Thematic 
Conference Lecce, Italy, in the form of a ppt 
including details regarding the suggested theme, 
IGU Commissions involvement, abstract 
submission dates, fee structure, venue location, 
transportation, scientific committee membership 
and partners etc. The Thematic Conference was 
approved with the following dates: May 31st to 
2nd June, 2020. The first circular should be 
made available as soon as possible, following 
which IGU will promote it in the usual manner. 

 Report on the IGU Thematic Conference 
on Practical Geography and XXI 
Century Challenges, Moscow 4-6 June 

The Institute of Geography of Russian 
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Academy of Sciences (IGRAS: www.igras.ru) 
located in Moscow is the largest and the most 
known geographical research organization in 
Russia. This year it celebrates its centennial. On 
this occasion the Institute held under the 
auspices of IGU on 4-6 June 2018 the Thematic 
Conference ―Practical Geography and 
Challenges of the 21st Century‖. It was 
sponsored by nine IGU Commissions, namely 
Biogeography and Biodiversity, Cold and High 
Altitude Regions, Environment Evolution, 
Geography of Governance, Land Use and 
Land-Cover Chang, Population Geography, 
Toponymy, Urban Challenges in a Complex 
World, and Water Sustainability. 

The conference provided an opportunity to make 
an overview of the domestic and international 
trends in geography‘s development – to analyze 
the growing impact of scientific research 
internationalization, the aggravation of global 
problems, changing theoretical paradigms, 
radical renewal of research methods and 
predictions‘ validity, as well as to strengthen the 
integration between social and environmental 
branches of geography. In addition to the 
fundamental research, IGRAS has been closely 
associated with practical demands aimed at 
solving urgent national issues related to its 
research agenda. Its stuff actively participated in 
the development and examination of territorial 
concepts, laws and norms regulating 
environmental protection and large-scale 
economic programs. Therefore, the main task of 
the conference was to sum up Russian and 
international experience in practically oriented 
research in the fields of social and environmental 
geography meeting the diverse and critical 
challenges of the 21st century. 

The event was co-organized by the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Faculty of Geography of 
Moscow State University, Russian 
Geographical Society, and Russian branch of 
World Wild Foundation. The conference was 
also sponsored by Vernadsky Foundation, 
Russian Foundation for Basic Studies, and 
―Russian Textbook‖ publishing house (the 
general media partner). 

It was attended by 754 participants including 
242 foreign geographers from 36 countries. 
Like at IGU Regional Conference in Moscow 
(2015), the largest group of participants came 
from China (46) and India (35), as well as from 
Croatia, France, Germany, Hungary and USA 
(12-17 participants from each of these 
countries). Russian geographers were 
represented mostly by the inhabitants of 
Moscow and Saint Petersburg but also by 
scholars from 25 other cities. A special 
programme on geographical education gathered 
74 school teachers, mostly from Moscow. 

The opening ceremony was scheduled in 
Moscow Central Club of Scholars situated in 
the 18th century building not far from the 
Kremlin. The participants were welcomed by 
the officials from Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Academician Vladimir Kotlyakov, 
the Deans of geographical faculties at Moscow 
and Saint Petersburg State Universities 
Professors Sergey Dobrolyubov and Kirill 
Chistyakov, IGU President Yukio Himiyama 
and Past-President Vladimir Kolosov, Directors 
of geographical institutes of the Polish and 
Hungarian Academies of Sciences, Professors 
Jerzy Bansky and Karoly Koscice, Principal 
Professor at the Institute of Natural Resources 
and Geographical Studies of Chinese Academy 
of Sciences Dong Suocheng. 

The scientific programme of the conference 
comprised the sessions proposed by IGU 
Commissions and by groups of scholars – 
altogether 105 time slots of 90 minutes each. 
There were 11 plenary lectures. First, the 
director of IGRAS Professor Olga Solomina 
and her deputies, Professors Vladimir Kolosov 
and Arkady Tishkov reported about current 
research projects in different fields. The list of 
key speakers included well-known scholars, 
Professors Dong Suocheng (China), Claude 
Grasland (France), Dominique Raynaud 
(France), Christian Vandermotten (Belgium), 
John O‘Loughlin (USA), Martin Wikelski 
(Germany), Yukio Himiyama (Japan), Evgeny 
Schwartz (Russia). 

The conference was widely covered in media. 
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Few interviews with leading geographers 
appeared on TV channels. All in all, 87 
materials were put on the sites of news agencies 
and of federal newspapers and published in 
their printed versions. 

One of the world leading world experts in the 
field of paleoclimatic studies and contemporary 
glaciation Dominique Raynaud spoke about 
global climate change and the role of 
greenhouse gases in this process. The 
coordinator of the large international project on 
birds‘ migrations ICARUS Martin Wikelski 
considered the results of space observations on 
transcontinental movements of different 
species. Christian Vandermotten devoted his 
lecture to the role of geography in the 
elaboration of regional policy and physical 
planning in Belgium and other EU countries. 
John O‘Loughlin presented a large-scale 
interdisciplinary project on the impact of 
climate change on civil conflicts and violence 
in Africa (the case of Kenya). One of his key 
points was the conclusion that the poorest cattle 
raising area often suffering from draughts and 
starvation are the most exposed to sharp 
conflicts. The lecture of Claude Grasland 
concerned the influence of distance and socio-
cultural factors on the territorial pattern of 
global flows, in particular, foreign trade. 
Evgeny Schwartz stopped on the mechanisms 
of voluntary corporative responsibility based on 
market principles in environment management. 
Dong Suocheng made an overview of the first 
results of multidisciplinary scientific expedition 
studying the perspectives of Russia-Mongolia- 
China international economic corridor and 
coordinated by him. Yukio Himiyama devoted 
his lecture to the concept of sustainable 
development in geographical education on all 
levels in the light of the most important 
international agreements reached last years. 

Few symposia were held in the framework of 
the conference. The objective of the 12th 
International Symposium on Geospatial Health 
convened by Svetlana Malkhazova, Laura 
Rinaldi, Robert Bergquist, Sherif Amer and 

Fedor Kurennoy was to discuss progress in the 
creation of models for forecasting the spread of 
diseases by the means of GIS and their mapping 
depending in natural and social environment. 
Presentations on this symposium shed new light 
on comparisons of population health by the 
regions of European countries, the relations 
between the social status, the attitude of people 
to their health and the frequency of the use of 
medical assistance, the change of infant 
mortality as an indicator of the quality of life 
and the results of the work on the Medical- 
Geographical Atlas of Russia. 

The symposium ―Shaping ―Big Eurasia‖ and 
the Chinese ―One Belt - One Road Initiative‖ 
organized by Dong Suocheng, Vladimir 
Kolosov and Viacheslav Shuper provoked a 
particular interest of Chinese and Russian 
participants. They received much more 
abstracts than the number of presentations that 
time constraints allowed including to the 
programme. The objective was to analyze the 
processes of economic integration and cross-
border cooperation on different levels 
potentially leading to the emergence of ―Big 
Eurasia‖. A number of presentations were 
focused on the concept of ―green development‖ 
in different natural and socio-economic 
conditions and to the creation of 
transcontinental railways between the Pacific 
ports and Europe via the territories of Russia 
and Kazakhstan. The speakers emphasized the 
complementarity of natural resources and other 
factors of production along these railways, 
especially the availability of water. They also 
discuss a potential impact of new railways on 
the development of international tourism. 

A few IGU Commissions sponsored the 
sessions «Land-Based Solutions in Changing 
Environment» co-chaired by German Kust, 
Barron Orr and Alexei Naumov. It was devoted 
to the optimization of land use and the 
protection of land resources and their 
components in the conditions of climate change 
and increasing demographic pressure. They 
discussed the concept of land degradation 
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neutrality and the perspectives of new UN 
Strategy of the struggle with desertification in 
different regional contexts which should be 
based on a synthesis of methods and 
achievements of physical and human 
geography. 

The objective of the round table on ―Mountain 
Agenda-21‖ with the participation of 
practicioners organized by Yuri Badenkov was 
to estimate the contemporary state of mountain 
environment of Russia and other post-Soviet 
countries and to formulate the ways to its 
sustainable development till 2030. The 
participants considered the threats to it, 
especially depopulation, poverty and isolation, 
and raised the questions of legal regulation of 
regional development. They stressed that the 
priority should be given to biological and 
landscape diversity as the basis of economic 
development and noticed that it can be 
sustainable if it is not focused only on tourism 
and recreation but grounded also on other 
functions – agricultural and industrial adapted 
to specific conditions in mountains. 

The programme of the conference was rather 
diversified, and it is impossible to summarize 
the results of all sessions in a short review. The 
main themes were climate change, geographical 
education, urbanization and urban geography, 
water resources and water use, political 
geography and border studies, problems of 
polar regions, organization and functioning of 
natural parcs and reserves, etc. 

The principal question discussed at the sessions 
on climate change was whether the observed 
growth of temperature and precipitations 
matches the results of models describing the 
anthropogenic increase of greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere and the expected dynamics at 
non- tropical latitudes of the Northern 
hemisphere. The answer was definitely 
positive; in Russia, the growth of temperature 
and precipitation is twice as high as the global 
average. However, they emphasized 
considerable regional discrepancies on climate 
change: for instance, in South Siberia winter 

temperatures and precipitations in winter in 
East Siberia are down. The increasing volatility 
of daily temperature in summer and in winter 
and the growing frequency of weather 
anomalies are an important trend. Using the 
Universal Thermal Climate Index (UTCI), the 
authors from IGRAS compared the perceptions 
of warmth conditions in Russia by seasons in 
1961-1990 and 2001-2010. They came to the 
conclusion that higher winter temperatures did 
not considerably affected discomfort while the 
rise of summer temperatures doubled the 
number of observation points with comfortable 
conditions. An analysis of relationships 
between climatic conditions and socio- 
economic variables showed that in Russia 
climate affects first of all migrations of 
population, but only under the condition that 
this impact acts in parallel with economic 
change. The authors of some presentations 
submitted the evidences of shrinking glaciation 
in different parts of the world; the others 
considered the dynamic of the rivers‘ run-off 
under the influence of precipitations‘ change 
and the shifts in the different components of 
environment and human activity in the Arctic. 
Russian geographers presented the Atlas of the 
Arctic which just came out of print. 

The participants noticed an interdisciplinary 
character of many presentations and their high 
academic level and that much attention was 
paid to the interplay between the scales of 
analysis and to theoretical questions. It is 
planned to publish special issues of the journal 
Geography. Environment. Sustainability 
including the papers submitted to the 
conference. 

This part of the report was originally provided 
by the Conference Organizing Committee, and 
edited by Himiyama, Singh and Meadows. 

 Report on the IGU Regional Conference, 
Quebec 

A few words from the Local Organization 
President 
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Held in Quebec City (Canada) from August 6 to 
10, the 2018 Regional Conference of the IGU was 
held in conjunction with the annual meetings of 
the Canadian Association of Geographers 
(CAG) and the National Council for 
Geographical Education (NCGE). The fully 
bilingual conference was conducted in the IGU‘s 
two official languages (English and French) and 
featured 12 keynote speakers. It was the first time 
that an IGU conference has been held in North 
America in more than 35 years (Washington, DC, 
1992) and the first time in more than 45 years in 
Canada (Montreal, 1972). With some 1300 
participants, it was easily the largest geographic 
gathering in the history of Canada. 

The theme of the conference, ―Appreciating 
Difference / Apprécier la difference,‖ 
encouraged participants to recognize the 
importance of interpreting our world in all its 
diversity. A unique aspect of this congress was 
the presence of the NCGE, giving K to 12 
Education a prominent place at an IGU event. 
Geography start with the youth, and it was 
beneficial to be reminded by NCGE 
participants that the IGU and CAG should not 
solely be about higher academic education. 
Clearly, an integrated approach to primary, 
secondary and tertiary geographical education 
should be emphasized at future IGU and CAG 
meetings in order to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of Geography. 

It was equally a pleasure to host in Quebec City 
from July 31st to August 6th the 15th 
International Geography Olympiad (iGeo). 
There was a near-record breaking attendance of 
40 countries and 43 teams, and an overall 
budget of over $260,000 CDN for this event. It 
was inspiring to observe the world‘s best 
geography students compete for gold medals 
that were awarded at the Quebec City 
Convention Centre by IGU president Yukio 
Himiyama (Japan), Canadian Association of 
Geographers president Dan Shrubsole, and 
National Council for Geographical Education 
president Audrey Mohan (USA). 

The hosts of the 2018 Congress, the Université 

Laval and the Canadian Association of 
Geographers, are proud to have welcomed the 
IGU-CAG-NCGE to Québec City. The 
international collaborations and partnerships 
that were built during the congress will be of 
importance to Quebecois and Canadian 
geographers for years to come. 

Matthew Hatvany, PhD President of the Local 
Organizing Committee for the 2018 IGU-CAG-
NCGE Congress Professeur, 

Département de Géographie, Université Laval 

IGU2018 at a Glance 

The International Geographical Union (IGU) is 
an organization dedicated to the development of 
geography worldwide. Its main purpose is to 
promote geography by initiating and 
coordinating geographic research and teaching 
in all countries of the world. 

The 2018 IGU Regional Conference was held 
in conjunction with the annual meetings of the 
Canadian Association of Geographers (CAG) 
and the National Council for Geographic 
Education (NCGE) from August 6th to 10th, 
2018 at the Quebec City Convention Center. 
More than 1,300 participants gathered to 
exchange and discuss the latest research and 
teaching advances in geography. 

 

 

Entrance Hall Quebec City Convention Center 

Highlights of the 2018 IGU conference 
included the conjoint annual meetings of the 
CAG and NCGE, a fully bilingual program in 
English and French, as well as 12 keynote talks 
in human, physical and education geography 
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addressing the conference theme ―Appreciating 
Difference / Apprécier la différence‖. 

The 15th International Geography 
Olympiad 

As an IGU Task Force, the International 
Geography Olympiad (iGeo) is normally held 
the week previous to an IGU conference in the 
same host country. The 15th International 
Geography Olympiad was hosted in Quebec 
City and the Charlevoix region from July 31st 
to August 6th 2018. It was co-organized by Ms. 
Beth Dye (British Columbia), Dr. Matthew 
Hatvany (Quebec) and Dr. Lynn Moorman 
(Alberta). Nearly 300 students, team leaders 
and volunteers from 40 countries and 43 teams 
participated in this prestigious event. The iGeo 
was an excellent opportunity to showcase the 
geographical skills and understandings of the 
world‘s best geography students, as well as a 
reward for student excellence. 

The Gold Medal Ceremony recognizing the 
world‘s best young geographers was held at the 
Quebec Convention Centre on August 6th and 
was presided over by IGU Task Force co-chairs 
Ms. Sue Lomas (United Kingdom) and Dr. Su-
Min Shen (Taiwan) in the presence of 
International Geography Union president Yukio 
Himiyama (Japan), Canadian Association of 
Geographers president Dan Shrubsole, and 
NCGE president Audrey Mohan (USA). 

2018 iGeo Teams 

Argentina  
China- 
Macau  
Kazakhstan  
Serbia  
Armenia  
China- 
Taipei  
Croatia 
Latvia  
Singapore 
Australia  
Cyprus  

Lithuania  
Slovakia 
Belarus Czech Republic  
Mongolia Slovenia 
Belgium Denmark 
The Netherlands 
Switzerland 
Bosnia and Hercegovina 
Estonia  
Brazil Finland Nigeria Turkey 
Bulgaria 
Germany 
Philippines 
United Kingdom Canada 
Hungary 
Poland  
USA 
China-Beijing 
Indonesia 
Romania 
China-Hong Kong 
Japan  
Russia 
Thailand 
Hosting an iGeo, with an overall budget of 
nearly $300,000, is no small feat for a small 
country. Registration fees covered 
approximately 68% of the budget, while the 
remainder was raised by the local organizing 
committee. We wish to recognize the generous 
support of the Canadian Association of 
Geographers, the Faculté de foresterie, de 
géographie et de géomatique (Université 
Laval), the Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society, the Capitale-Nationale Secretariat 
(Quebec City), the Community Development 
Charity of Charlevoix, Tourism Charlevoix, the 
Observatory of the Charlevoix Geosphere, the 
Wildlife Foundation of Quebec, the Ministry of 
Education of Quebec, Natural Resources 
Canada, the Fonds de Sustainable Development 
(Université Laval), EF Educational Tours, and 
HERE Technologies. 

The 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress Comes 
to Canada 



- 501 -	  

 498 

Academy of Sciences (IGRAS: www.igras.ru) 
located in Moscow is the largest and the most 
known geographical research organization in 
Russia. This year it celebrates its centennial. On 
this occasion the Institute held under the 
auspices of IGU on 4-6 June 2018 the Thematic 
Conference “Practical Geography and 
Challenges of the 21st Century”. It was 
sponsored by nine IGU Commissions, namely 
Biogeography and Biodiversity, Cold and High 
Altitude Regions, Environment Evolution, 
Geography of Governance, Land Use and 
Land-Cover Chang, Population Geography, 
Toponymy, Urban Challenges in a Complex 
World, and Water Sustainability. 

The conference provided an opportunity to make 
an overview of the domestic and international 
trends in geography’s development – to analyze 
the growing impact of scientific research 
internationalization, the aggravation of global 
problems, changing theoretical paradigms, 
radical renewal of research methods and 
predictions’ validity, as well as to strengthen the 
integration between social and environmental 
branches of geography. In addition to the 
fundamental research, IGRAS has been closely 
associated with practical demands aimed at 
solving urgent national issues related to its 
research agenda. Its stuff actively participated in 
the development and examination of territorial 
concepts, laws and norms regulating 
environmental protection and large-scale 
economic programs. Therefore, the main task of 
the conference was to sum up Russian and 
international experience in practically oriented 
research in the fields of social and environmental 
geography meeting the diverse and critical 
challenges of the 21st century. 

The event was co-organized by the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Faculty of Geography of 
Moscow State University, Russian 
Geographical Society, and Russian branch of 
World Wild Foundation. The conference was 
also sponsored by Vernadsky Foundation, 
Russian Foundation for Basic Studies, and 
“Russian Textbook” publishing house (the 
general media partner). 

It was attended by 754 participants including 
242 foreign geographers from 36 countries. 
Like at IGU Regional Conference in Moscow 
(2015), the largest group of participants came 
from China (46) and India (35), as well as from 
Croatia, France, Germany, Hungary and USA 
(12-17 participants from each of these 
countries). Russian geographers were 
represented mostly by the inhabitants of 
Moscow and Saint Petersburg but also by 
scholars from 25 other cities. A special 
programme on geographical education gathered 
74 school teachers, mostly from Moscow. 

The opening ceremony was scheduled in 
Moscow Central Club of Scholars situated in 
the 18th century building not far from the 
Kremlin. The participants were welcomed by 
the officials from Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Academician Vladimir Kotlyakov, 
the Deans of geographical faculties at Moscow 
and Saint Petersburg State Universities 
Professors Sergey Dobrolyubov and Kirill 
Chistyakov, IGU President Yukio Himiyama 
and Past-President Vladimir Kolosov, Directors 
of geographical institutes of the Polish and 
Hungarian Academies of Sciences, Professors 
Jerzy Bansky and Karoly Koscice, Principal 
Professor at the Institute of Natural Resources 
and Geographical Studies of Chinese Academy 
of Sciences Dong Suocheng. 

The scientific programme of the conference 
comprised the sessions proposed by IGU 
Commissions and by groups of scholars – 
altogether 105 time slots of 90 minutes each. 
There were 11 plenary lectures. First, the 
director of IGRAS Professor Olga Solomina 
and her deputies, Professors Vladimir Kolosov 
and Arkady Tishkov reported about current 
research projects in different fields. The list of 
key speakers included well-known scholars, 
Professors Dong Suocheng (China), Claude 
Grasland (France), Dominique Raynaud 
(France), Christian Vandermotten (Belgium), 
John O’Loughlin (USA), Martin Wikelski 
(Germany), Yukio Himiyama (Japan), Evgeny 
Schwartz (Russia). 

The conference was widely covered in media. 
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Few interviews with leading geographers 
appeared on TV channels. All in all, 87 
materials were put on the sites of news agencies 
and of federal newspapers and published in 
their printed versions. 

One of the world leading world experts in the 
field of paleoclimatic studies and contemporary 
glaciation Dominique Raynaud spoke about 
global climate change and the role of 
greenhouse gases in this process. The 
coordinator of the large international project on 
birds’ migrations ICARUS Martin Wikelski 
considered the results of space observations on 
transcontinental movements of different 
species. Christian Vandermotten devoted his 
lecture to the role of geography in the 
elaboration of regional policy and physical 
planning in Belgium and other EU countries. 
John O’Loughlin presented a large-scale 
interdisciplinary project on the impact of 
climate change on civil conflicts and violence 
in Africa (the case of Kenya). One of his key 
points was the conclusion that the poorest cattle 
raising area often suffering from draughts and 
starvation are the most exposed to sharp 
conflicts. The lecture of Claude Grasland 
concerned the influence of distance and socio-
cultural factors on the territorial pattern of 
global flows, in particular, foreign trade. 
Evgeny Schwartz stopped on the mechanisms 
of voluntary corporative responsibility based on 
market principles in environment management. 
Dong Suocheng made an overview of the first 
results of multidisciplinary scientific expedition 
studying the perspectives of Russia-Mongolia- 
China international economic corridor and 
coordinated by him. Yukio Himiyama devoted 
his lecture to the concept of sustainable 
development in geographical education on all 
levels in the light of the most important 
international agreements reached last years. 

Few symposia were held in the framework of 
the conference. The objective of the 12th 
International Symposium on Geospatial Health 
convened by Svetlana Malkhazova, Laura 
Rinaldi, Robert Bergquist, Sherif Amer and 

Fedor Kurennoy was to discuss progress in the 
creation of models for forecasting the spread of 
diseases by the means of GIS and their mapping 
depending in natural and social environment. 
Presentations on this symposium shed new light 
on comparisons of population health by the 
regions of European countries, the relations 
between the social status, the attitude of people 
to their health and the frequency of the use of 
medical assistance, the change of infant 
mortality as an indicator of the quality of life 
and the results of the work on the Medical- 
Geographical Atlas of Russia. 

The symposium “Shaping “Big Eurasia” and 
the Chinese “One Belt - One Road Initiative” 
organized by Dong Suocheng, Vladimir 
Kolosov and Viacheslav Shuper provoked a 
particular interest of Chinese and Russian 
participants. They received much more 
abstracts than the number of presentations that 
time constraints allowed including to the 
programme. The objective was to analyze the 
processes of economic integration and cross-
border cooperation on different levels 
potentially leading to the emergence of “Big 
Eurasia”. A number of presentations were 
focused on the concept of “green development” 
in different natural and socio-economic 
conditions and to the creation of 
transcontinental railways between the Pacific 
ports and Europe via the territories of Russia 
and Kazakhstan. The speakers emphasized the 
complementarity of natural resources and other 
factors of production along these railways, 
especially the availability of water. They also 
discuss a potential impact of new railways on 
the development of international tourism. 

A few IGU Commissions sponsored the 
sessions «Land-Based Solutions in Changing 
Environment» co-chaired by German Kust, 
Barron Orr and Alexei Naumov. It was devoted 
to the optimization of land use and the 
protection of land resources and their 
components in the conditions of climate change 
and increasing demographic pressure. They 
discussed the concept of land degradation 
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neutrality and the perspectives of new UN 
Strategy of the struggle with desertification in 
different regional contexts which should be 
based on a synthesis of methods and 
achievements of physical and human 
geography. 

The objective of the round table on “Mountain 
Agenda-21” with the participation of 
practicioners organized by Yuri Badenkov was 
to estimate the contemporary state of mountain 
environment of Russia and other post-Soviet 
countries and to formulate the ways to its 
sustainable development till 2030. The 
participants considered the threats to it, 
especially depopulation, poverty and isolation, 
and raised the questions of legal regulation of 
regional development. They stressed that the 
priority should be given to biological and 
landscape diversity as the basis of economic 
development and noticed that it can be 
sustainable if it is not focused only on tourism 
and recreation but grounded also on other 
functions – agricultural and industrial adapted 
to specific conditions in mountains. 

The programme of the conference was rather 
diversified, and it is impossible to summarize 
the results of all sessions in a short review. The 
main themes were climate change, geographical 
education, urbanization and urban geography, 
water resources and water use, political 
geography and border studies, problems of 
polar regions, organization and functioning of 
natural parcs and reserves, etc. 

The principal question discussed at the sessions 
on climate change was whether the observed 
growth of temperature and precipitations 
matches the results of models describing the 
anthropogenic increase of greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere and the expected dynamics at 
non- tropical latitudes of the Northern 
hemisphere. The answer was definitely 
positive; in Russia, the growth of temperature 
and precipitation is twice as high as the global 
average. However, they emphasized 
considerable regional discrepancies on climate 
change: for instance, in South Siberia winter 

temperatures and precipitations in winter in 
East Siberia are down. The increasing volatility 
of daily temperature in summer and in winter 
and the growing frequency of weather 
anomalies are an important trend. Using the 
Universal Thermal Climate Index (UTCI), the 
authors from IGRAS compared the perceptions 
of warmth conditions in Russia by seasons in 
1961-1990 and 2001-2010. They came to the 
conclusion that higher winter temperatures did 
not considerably affected discomfort while the 
rise of summer temperatures doubled the 
number of observation points with comfortable 
conditions. An analysis of relationships 
between climatic conditions and socio- 
economic variables showed that in Russia 
climate affects first of all migrations of 
population, but only under the condition that 
this impact acts in parallel with economic 
change. The authors of some presentations 
submitted the evidences of shrinking glaciation 
in different parts of the world; the others 
considered the dynamic of the rivers’ run-off 
under the influence of precipitations’ change 
and the shifts in the different components of 
environment and human activity in the Arctic. 
Russian geographers presented the Atlas of the 
Arctic which just came out of print. 

The participants noticed an interdisciplinary 
character of many presentations and their high 
academic level and that much attention was 
paid to the interplay between the scales of 
analysis and to theoretical questions. It is 
planned to publish special issues of the journal 
Geography. Environment. Sustainability 
including the papers submitted to the 
conference. 

This part of the report was originally provided 
by the Conference Organizing Committee, and 
edited by Himiyama, Singh and Meadows. 

2. Report on the IGU Regional Conference, 
Quebec 

A few words from the Local Organization 
President 
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Held in Quebec City (Canada) from August 6 to 
10, the 2018 Regional Conference of the IGU was 
held in conjunction with the annual meetings of 
the Canadian Association of Geographers 
(CAG) and the National Council for 
Geographical Education (NCGE). The fully 
bilingual conference was conducted in the IGU’s 
two official languages (English and French) and 
featured 12 keynote speakers. It was the first time 
that an IGU conference has been held in North 
America in more than 35 years (Washington, DC, 
1992) and the first time in more than 45 years in 
Canada (Montreal, 1972). With some 1300 
participants, it was easily the largest geographic 
gathering in the history of Canada. 

The theme of the conference, “Appreciating 
Difference / Apprécier la difference,” 
encouraged participants to recognize the 
importance of interpreting our world in all its 
diversity. A unique aspect of this congress was 
the presence of the NCGE, giving K to 12 
Education a prominent place at an IGU event. 
Geography start with the youth, and it was 
beneficial to be reminded by NCGE 
participants that the IGU and CAG should not 
solely be about higher academic education. 
Clearly, an integrated approach to primary, 
secondary and tertiary geographical education 
should be emphasized at future IGU and CAG 
meetings in order to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of Geography. 

It was equally a pleasure to host in Quebec City 
from July 31st to August 6th the 15th 
International Geography Olympiad (iGeo). 
There was a near-record breaking attendance of 
40 countries and 43 teams, and an overall 
budget of over $260,000 CDN for this event. It 
was inspiring to observe the world’s best 
geography students compete for gold medals 
that were awarded at the Quebec City 
Convention Centre by IGU president Yukio 
Himiyama (Japan), Canadian Association of 
Geographers president Dan Shrubsole, and 
National Council for Geographical Education 
president Audrey Mohan (USA). 

The hosts of the 2018 Congress, the Université 

Laval and the Canadian Association of 
Geographers, are proud to have welcomed the 
IGU-CAG-NCGE to Québec City. The 
international collaborations and partnerships 
that were built during the congress will be of 
importance to Quebecois and Canadian 
geographers for years to come. 

Matthew Hatvany, PhD President of the Local 
Organizing Committee for the 2018 IGU-CAG-
NCGE Congress Professeur, 

Département de Géographie, Université Laval 

IGU2018 at a Glance 

The International Geographical Union (IGU) is 
an organization dedicated to the development of 
geography worldwide. Its main purpose is to 
promote geography by initiating and 
coordinating geographic research and teaching 
in all countries of the world. 

The 2018 IGU Regional Conference was held 
in conjunction with the annual meetings of the 
Canadian Association of Geographers (CAG) 
and the National Council for Geographic 
Education (NCGE) from August 6th to 10th, 
2018 at the Quebec City Convention Center. 
More than 1,300 participants gathered to 
exchange and discuss the latest research and 
teaching advances in geography. 

 

 

Entrance HallQuebec City Convention Center 

Highlights of the 2018 IGU conference 
included the conjoint annual meetings of the 
CAG and NCGE, a fully bilingual program in 
English and French, as well as 12 keynote talks 
in human, physical and education geography 



- 505 -	  

 502 

addressing the conference theme “Appreciating 
Difference / Apprécier la différence”. 

The 15th International Geography 
Olympiad 

As an IGU Task Force, the International 
Geography Olympiad (iGeo) is normally held 
the week previous to an IGU conference in the 
same host country. The 15th International 
Geography Olympiad was hosted in Quebec 
City and the Charlevoix region from July 31st 
to August 6th 2018. It was co-organized by Ms. 
Beth Dye (British Columbia), Dr. Matthew 
Hatvany (Quebec) and Dr. Lynn Moorman 
(Alberta). Nearly 300 students, team leaders 
and volunteers from 40 countries and 43 teams 
participated in this prestigious event. The iGeo 
was an excellent opportunity to showcase the 
geographical skills and understandings of the 
world’s best geography students, as well as a 
reward for student excellence. 

The Gold Medal Ceremony recognizing the 
world’s best young geographers was held at the 
Quebec Convention Centre on August 6th and 
was presided over by IGU Task Force co-chairs 
Ms. Sue Lomas (United Kingdom) and Dr. Su-
Min Shen (Taiwan) in the presence of 
International Geography Union president Yukio 
Himiyama (Japan), Canadian Association of 
Geographers president Dan Shrubsole, and 
NCGE president Audrey Mohan (USA). 

2018 iGeo Teams 

Argentina  
China- 
Macau  
Kazakhstan  
Serbia  
Armenia  
China- 
Taipei  
Croatia 
Latvia  
Singapore 
Australia  
Cyprus  

Lithuania  
Slovakia 
Belarus Czech Republic  
Mongolia Slovenia 
Belgium Denmark 
The Netherlands 
Switzerland 
Bosnia and Hercegovina 
Estonia  
Brazil Finland Nigeria Turkey 
Bulgaria 
Germany 
Philippines 
United Kingdom Canada 
Hungary 
Poland  
USA 
China-Beijing 
Indonesia 
Romania 
China-Hong Kong 
Japan  
Russia 
Thailand 
Hosting an iGeo, with an overall budget of 
nearly $300,000, is no small feat for a small 
country. Registration fees covered 
approximately 68% of the budget, while the 
remainder was raised by the local organizing 
committee. We wish to recognize the generous 
support of the Canadian Association of 
Geographers, the Faculté de foresterie, de 
géographie et de géomatique (Université 
Laval), the Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society, the Capitale-Nationale Secretariat 
(Quebec City), the Community Development 
Charity of Charlevoix, Tourism Charlevoix, the 
Observatory of the Charlevoix Geosphere, the 
Wildlife Foundation of Quebec, the Ministry of 
Education of Quebec, Natural Resources 
Canada, the Fonds de Sustainable Development 
(Université Laval), EF Educational Tours, and 
HERE Technologies. 

The 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress Comes 
to Canada 
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The 2018 IGU Regional Conference featured 
12 keynote talks in human, physical and 
education geography (delivered in English and 
French) on the conference theme “Appreciating 
Difference / Apprécier la difference.” The 
program included 196 sessions, 1200 oral 
presentations, 82 poster presentations, and 9 
field excursions in the Quebec City and 
Charlevoix regions. 

Participants came from over 100 countries, the 
majority from North America, followed by Asia 
(China, Japan), Europe (France, United 
Kingdom, Poland, Germany, Russia), and 
South America (Brazil). Approximately 67 % 
of the participants were from outside of 
Canada, making this an ideal 

opportunity for Canadians to develop important 
relations with geographers from around the 
world. Nearly one-fourth of participants (23 %) 
were graduate students. 

The success of the 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE 
Congress, along with the iGeo, is thanks to the 
close collaboration developed between the 
Canadian Association of Geographers, the 
Université Laval, and the Quebec City 
Convention Centre. Planning began in 2012 
when CAG president Jean Andrey first 
proposed hosting the IGU. Professors Guy 
Mercier, Matthew Hatvany and Laurent 
Bourdeau (Dept. of Geography, Université 
Laval) and Jocelyn Guertin (Quebec City 
Convention Centre) then presented a bid at the 
2014 IGU meeting in Krakow, Poland. The bid 
emphasized three Canadian and Québécois 
aspirations: 1) the reassertion of ties between 
the IGU and North American geographers, 
2) the reaffirmation of French as an official 
IGU language, and 3) the bolstering of 
geographical education in Canada following 
the signing in 2013 of the St. John’s 
Declaration on geographical education. This 
third aspiration led to an invitation to the 
National Council for Geographical Education to 
join the IGU and CAG in 2018 in Quebec City. 

The 2018 conference theme, Appreciating 

Difference / Apprécier la différence, is a 
Québécois expression that invited participants 
to consider the world as a blank canvas upon 
which one must first decide how to depict it 
before putting down images and words. To 
appreciate is not only a question of what one 
finds significant and of value, it is also an 
awareness of differences and the ability to 
recognize them as meaningful to a more 
inclusive interpretation of the diverse world in 
which we live. During the 2018 congress, IGU 
commissions, CAG study groups and NCGE 
sections all reflected in unique ways on this 
thought-provoking theme. 

Keynotes speakers 

The conference was notable for an outstanding 
number of English and French speaking 
keynote talks addressing a wide diversity of 
themes in human, physical and education 
geography. These talks were generously 
supported by grants from Wiley publishing, 
Québec Destination affaires, Centre d’études 
nordiques (Université Laval), Regroupement 
des géographes du Québec, and IGU 
Commission Awards. 

August 6th opening discourse, Caroline 
Desbiens (Université Laval, Canada): 
Appreciating Difference: A View from 
Indigenous Rivers. 

August 7th, Québec Destination affaires 
Lecture, Sarah Bednarz (Texas A&M 
University, USA): Geography’s Secret Powers 
to Save the World. 

August 7th, Centre d’études nordiques Lecture, 
Michel Allard (Université Laval, Canada): 
Nunavik – Land of Change 

August 7th, IGU Commission Award, Maria 
Paradiso (U. of Sannio, Italy): Mediterranean 
Basin Commission: sharing experience and 
knowledge 

August 7th, CAG Wiley-Mckenzie Lecture, 
Margo Greenwood (UNBC, Canada): 
Dialogues on Land, Water and Communities 
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August 8th, IGU Commission Award, Clare 
Brooks (University College London, UK): The 
Power of Geography Education 

August 8th, Regroupement des géographes du 
Québec Lecture, Jérôme Dupras (UQO, 
Canada): Urban Futures, When Geography 
Embraces Nature, Arts and Economy 

August 8th, Randy Widdis (University of 
Regina, Canada): On Globalization, Borders 
and Borderlands: A Historical Geographical 
Perspective 

August 8th, CAG-Wiley Lecture, Shuaib 
Lwasa (Makerere University, Uganda): 
Appreciating the geographies of heterogeneity 
and unity in Africa: a socio ecological 
perspective 

August 9th, Québec Destination affaires 
Lecture, Michael F. Goodchild (UC Santa 
Barbara, USA): Geography and GISCIENCE 

August 9th, Robert Vézina (Commission de 
toponymie du Québec, Canada): Indigenous 
Languages in Quebec's Toponymy 

August 10th closing discourse, Olav 
Slaymaker (UBC, Canada): In Praise of the 
IGU: Fifty Years of Geography 

Field Excursions 

The congress featured nine field excursions in 
human and physical geography that were 
organized by geographers and foresters from 
Université Laval as well as invited contributors. 

Excursions were held throughout the Quebec 
City area, the Montmorency boreal forest, and 
the First Nations village of Wendake. Most 
exciting was an excursion by bicycle along a 
segment of the St. Lawrence River – truly 
sustainable development in action! 

1. Yaïves Ferland (Université Laval) Québec 
and the military: from “Gibraltar of America” 
to “Summit of Americas” 

1. Étienne Bethold (Université Laval) A 

walking tour through the Old Quebec: history, 
architecture and heritage 

2. Caroline Desbiens (Université Laval) 
Wendake: Tourist destination and living 
environment 

3. Guy Dorval and Antoine Boisson (Université 
Laval) Bicycle Trip along the St. Lawrence 

4. Nicolas Lanouette, Christian Paré and Julien 
Barbeau (Invited contributors), Geopoetic 
Walk Along the Saint-Charles River 

5. Marie-Claude Dionne (former graduate 
student, Université Laval) Making Landscape 
Heritage at Cartier-Roberval 

6. Matthew Hatvany (Université Laval) 
Mapping Québec through the Ages – A Visit 
to the Université Laval Map Library 

7. Yaïves Ferland (Université Laval) La Belle 
Province: Toponymic fieldtrip in the Vicinity 
of Québec CityLouis Bélanger and Luc 
Bouthillier (Université Laval) The Forêt 
Montmorency: A Close Encounter with 
Quebec’s Boreal Forest 

Event Highlights at a Glance 

LOCATION OF THE EVENT  

Quebec City Convention Center, Canada 

EVENT BUDGET  

$899,932 CDN 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM  

12 Keynote talks in English and French 1,200 
oral presentations 82 posters 

196 organized sessions 

FIELD EXCURSIONS  

9 local and regional trips 

#OF 
EXHIBITORS 
PARTICIPANT 

33 GENDER 
RATIO 
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PROFILE 

Total participants 1313 Women 632 

Volunteers 30 Men 673 

Regular delegates 860 Non-identified 8 

Students 307   

Exhibitors 41 AFFILIATIONS  

Guests 4 IGU 50 % 

Organizers 29 CAG 32 % 

Partners 27 NCGE 18 % 

Keynote speakers 12   

Top Ten Participating COUNTRIES    

Canada 422   

USA 281   

China 92   

Japan 77   

France 49   

UK 24   

Poland 23   

Germany 21   

Brazil 17   

Russia 17   

South Africa 17   

 

Confererence Financial Report 

The 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress, along 
with the 15th International Geography 
Olympiad, were events of nearly $1.25 million 
CDN with an economic benefit of over $3.5 
million CDN for the Quebec City region. In 
addition to providing necessary staff and 
student volunteers for the local IGU and iGeo 
organizing committees, the Faculté de 
foresterie, de géographie et de géomatique 
(Université Laval) in partnership with the 
Canadian Association of Geographers, assumed 
many indirect costs of preparations over the 
four-year period 2014 - 2018. 

The overall direct costs of hosting the 2018 
IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress was $899,932 
CDN. Registration fees covered approximately 
84 % of all costs, while sponsorships and 
exhibitions covered approximately 17 % of the 
overall budget. 

REVENUES  

Conference Registration $749,242 

Sponsorships and Exhibitors $150,689 

TOTAL REVENUES $899,932 CDN 

EXPENSES  

Organization and Logistics $256,684 

Food and Beverage $161,213 

Operations $179,082 

Audio-Visuel $126,176 

Convention Center Rental $123,952 

Promotion and Communications $12,873 

Contribution to iGeo $ 9,700 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $899,932 CDN 

 

Financial Partners 

The capacity to adequately finance an IGU 
conference and iGeo event differs between 
countries depending on the GDP of the country, 
the degree of State support, the vigor of national, 
regional and local geography associations, and the 
degree of interest shown by the private sector. For 
a “Middle Power” country such as Canada, 
hosting the IGU and iGeo would not have been 
possible without the support of several key 
sponsors. We would especially like to note the 
participation of Google Earth Outreach as our 
Gold partner and National Geographic as our 
Silver Partner. Bronze partners were Jarkarto 
Cartographie 3D and K2 Geospatial. The 
workshops presented by these sponsors, their 
scientific input, and the many fruitful discussions 
and scientific interactions that they initiated added 
tremendous value to the congress. THANK YOU. 

Sponsorships and the participation of some 33 
exhibitors contributed to the diversity of 
geographical offerings available during the 
congress. Exhibition fees helped to keep 
registration costs low, especially for graduate 
student. Student rates were offered at several 
hundred dollars below actual cost. 
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Other collaborating partners that helped make 
the 2018 IGU-CAG-NCGE Congress the 
largest geographic gathering in the history of 
Canada were the Canadian Association of 
Geographers, the National Council for 
Geographical Education, the Faculté de 
foresterie, de géographie et de géomatique 
(Université Laval), Wiley, Québec Destination 
affaires, Esri Canada, Quebec Nature and 
Technologies Funds, Hydro-Québec, the 
Government of Quebec, the Sustainable 
Development program of the Université Laval, 
the Regroupement des géographes du Québec 
and the Centre d’études Nordiques (Université 
Laval). Please see the attached Annex of 
partners and exhibitors for a list of all our 
contributors. 

Conclusion 

The international networking and collaboration 
that took place between members of the IGU, 
CAG and NCGE was immensely stimulating. 
This was especially true for North Americans 
as this was the first time in more than a 
generation of geographers (over 35 years) 
that the IGU was last on the North American 
continent. For many Canadian, American and 
international graduate students, this was their 
first opportunity to interact with IGU 
commissions. As well, the 2018 meeting had 
special meaning for Canadians and Québécois 
as it marked the first time in decades that an 
IGU simultaneously functioned in both 
official IGU languages of English and 
French, including a fully bilingual Internet 
site, keynote speakers, sessions and posters. 

For the first time in the history of the IGU, the 
National Council for Geographic Education (an 
American organization dedicated to K to 12 
geographical education) took part as an 
organizing partner of the congress. With the 
presence of more than two hundred NCGE 
geography teachers, including leading experts 
in the field, productive exchanges were 
organized around the theme of geographic 
education. In addition to nearly 50 sessions in 
education geography, collaborative pre- and 

post-IGU meetings were held jointly by the 
CAG Education Study Group and the IGU 
Geographical Education Commission. These 
events should be viewed as milestones in the 
pursuit of Goal 4 of IGU's 2015-2022 
Strategic Plan which states that "geographic 
education must be the focus of activities of the 
IGU". As well, it was a milestone in advancing 
Canada’s St. John’s Declaration on the 
advancement of geographical education. It is 
our aspiration that the links established between 
the IGU, CAG and NCGE will contribute 
meaningfully to achieving both Goal 4 of the 
IGU 2015-2022 

Strategic Plan as well as the CAG ‘St. John’s 
Declaration’. 

The 2018 Congress took advantage of many 
cross-sectoral areas in geography research and 
education. We hope that this year’s attendees 
will be interested in participating in the next 
annual CAG meeting to be held in May 2019 in 
Winnipeg, Canada as well as the annual 
meeting of the NCGE that will take place in 
summer 2019 in Washington, DC (USA). 
Professors, researchers, students as well as 
industry partners and associations have much to 
gain by continuing to develop international 
collaborations and exchanges with the common 
goal of building strong and sustainable 
partnerships that will promote the advancement 
of the field of geography. 

A North American first: IGU president Yukio 
Himiyama (r), CAG president Dan Shrubsole 
(center), and NCGE president Audrey Mohan 
(l), announce the opening of the IGU-CAG- 
NCGE Congress at the Quebec City 
Convention Centre, August 6th 2018. 

This part of the report was originally provided 
by the Conference Organizing Committee, and 
edited by Himiyama, Singh and Meadows. 

Co-operation with other organizations 

ISC, ICSU, ISSC: The legalities underlying 
the merger of International Council for Science 
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(ICSU) and International Social Science 
Council (ISSC) into the International Science 
Council (ISC) were underway till June, and 
were finalized in time for the inaugural General 
Assembly in Paris in early July. IGU submitted 
a proposal to the ICSU/ISSC Secretariat in 
early June concerning the promotion of science 
education and this was adopted as one of the 
eight ‘test-beds’ of the newly formed Council 
and was circulated and discussed at its 
Founding General Assembly in Paris. Later in 
June Himiyama sent a letter to the Chairs of 
IGU Commissions/Task Forces and National 
Committees, as well as to some ISC national 
representatives, to recommend the nominees of 
the IGU as candidates for the inaugural 
Governing Board of the ISC. Himiyama, 
Meadows and Lemarchand attended the ‘ISC 
Founding General Assembly and Inauguration 
and the associated events’ including GeoUnions 
(GUs) meeting, held in Paris during 2-5 July, 
with Meadows joining the events from the 
second day. The first day, i.e. 2nd July, was 
devoted to the GeoUnions meeting, which was 
attended by the representatives of all nine 
Unions. 3rd July was devoted to the 
‘Membership meeting’ of the ISC, which was 
intended mainly to discuss the priorities of the 
ISC, their relevance to the vision and the 
mission of the ISC, anticipated impact, key 
performance indicators, activities, membership 
engagement, partners and resources, along the 
‘test-beds’ mentioned above and even beyond. 
On 4th July Officers of the Governing Board of 
the ISC were elected so as to facilitate initiation 
of the work of the ISC. Two geographers, 
namely Professors Ruth Fincher from Australia 
and Anna Davis from Ireland, successfully 
made their ways to the ISC Governing Board as 
Ordinary Members. In fact there are four more 
geoscientists elected as Officers, and they 
together make up over one-third of the sixteen 
Officers of the ISC. 5th July was the day of 
Inauguration of the ISC. There were several 
important speeches and discussions by 
distinguished persons, including the first ISC 
President Professor Daya Reddy, and they can 
be found at: https://council.science/current/ 

news/public-launch-event-of-the-council-
explores-values-of-science-and-links-between-
science-politics-and-society 

GeoUnions: A GeoUnions meeting was held 
on 2nd July, i.e. the first day of the ‘ISC 
Founding General Assembly and Inauguration 
and the associated events’, it was attended by 
the representatives of all nine Unions, i.e. IAU, 
ICA, IGU, INQUA, ISPRS, IUGG, IUGS, 
IUSS and URSI, and Himiyama and 
Lemarchand represented the IGU. The full-day 
meeting was focused on such issues as GUs’ 
future relationship in the new family of ISC, 
membership enlargement, possible new 
initiatives with social scientists on disaster risk 
or climate change, global problems related with 
soil, mapping of GUs to SDGs, education, 
GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) 
and the ISC Governing Board election. IUGG 
(International Union of Geodesy and 
Geophysics) has established a programme that 
involves ‘mapping’ their activities to the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals and it was 
supported by the other member unions 
including IGU. The matter was raised in the 
IGU at the Chairs meeting at the Québec 
Regional Conference, and a follow-up exercise 
is being undertaken. The information on the 
IUBS-INQUA-WRP project entitled 
‘TropICSU’ was sent to the broader IGU 
community and the project was advertised at 
the Chairs meeting at the Québec Regional 
Conference. There was another GeoUnions 
meeting in November in Istanbul, and 
Gönençgil attended it on behalf of IGU. There 
had been no further discussion of the 
GeoUnions ‘mapping’ exercise that former 
chair, Alik Ismael-Zadeh, had proposed. 

CIPSH: IGU Past President Kolosov reported 
that a meeting of CIPSH was held in Xiamen 
immediately after the Tokyo EC meeting in 
April 2018, although he was unable to attend it 
in person. He reported that CIPSH continues to 
seek new members among relevant 
associations. Strategic initiatives were 
discussed, among which the ‘Global History of 
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Humanity’ in which a number of thematic 
histories would be brought together. There was 
a proposal to develop an integrated report on 
the Social Sciences and publish this online or in 
the form of a book but without funding this is 
unlikely to come to fruition. A third proposal to 
establish CIPSH Chairs along the lines of the 
type established by UNESCO; the requirements 
for such Chairs and their functions have already 
been worked out by a special commission. 
Kolosov suggested that some of the IGU 
Commissions can participate in one or more of 
these initiatives but further details are required 
before the Commission chairs can be 
approached. Kolosov tabled a report in which 
he noted his attendance at a UNESCO meeting 
in CIPSH. Singh met recently with the Chinese 
representative of CIPSH at the World Culture 
Forum at Beijing. CIPSH has established a 
CIPSH chair initiative along the lines of the 
UNESCO chairs, with funding from the host 
University. Further discussion at the next 
meeting on this matter is recommended. 

CODATA and WDS: Requests are regularly 
received from both CODATA and WDS for 
action but IGU does not as yet have a 
systematic means of dealing with such requests. 
An IGU Task Force (or special Committee) 
related to geographical data, including big data, 
is one possibility. IGU Vice-Presidents 
Gönençgil and Singh were nominated to 
explore the possibility of establishing such a 
Task Force. They were unable to attend the 
CODATA meeting in November in Gaborone, 
Botswana. Professor Fenzhen Su, the co-chair 
of the IGU GIS Commission,agreed to attend it 
on behalf of the IGU, but failed to obtain a visa 
in time. President Himiyama reported that the 
Botswana meeting was well attended (800+ 
delegates) and that CODATA is attempting to 
increase membership and to encourage IGU 
participation in its various task forces, including 
the Preservation of and Access to Scientific and 
Technical Data in/for/with Developing 
Countries (PASTD) task force. Himiyama 
commented on WDS (World Data System) 
which aims to facilitate scientific research 

under the ISC umbrella by coordinating and 
supporting trusted scientific data services for 
the provision, use, and preservation of relevant 
datasets, while strengthening their links with 
the research community. He noted that there is 
a strong European flavour to their activities and 
that it should be encouraged to involve 
developing countries more actively. 

EUROGEO, EUGEO: The first IGU EC 
meeting in 2019 is scheduled to coincide with 
the EUGEO Conference in Galway, Ireland in 
May 2019, where the relationship of EUGEO 
and IGU can be further consolidated. Several 
jont EUGEO/IGU sessions are proposed and 
approved. 

EGAL/UGAL: IGU Vice-President dell’ 
Agnese reported that the next EGAL will be in 
Quito Ecuador, April 2019, and that it will be a 
huge event for Latin American and Spanish 
speaking Geographers. IGU Vice-President 
Lois-González reported on the situation of IGU 
in Latin America. He noted the imperatives for 
IGU in a continent where geography is so 
important and suggested the following 
objectives: a) to increase the number of IGU 
member countries, with membership 
subscriptions up to date; b) to ensure that, in 
those countries where the historical 
representation of the IGU corresponds to poorly 
renovated geographical or cartographic 
institutes, an important part of their IGU 
National Committee role should be to increase 
the number of academic geographers; c) to 
further consolidate and improve the relationship 
between IGU and countries with an existing 
National IGU Committee. He noted that Latin 
American geographers are very keen to host an 
IGU conference, and agreed to explore the 
possibility for one in 2021. 

IAG (International Association of 
Geomorphologists). The IAG and IGU jointly 
launched a new Working Group/Commission 
under the working title: Geomorphology and 
Society: Past, Present and Future. The 
Inaugural Meeting of the Joint IGU-IAG 
Commission/Working Group on 
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Geomorphology and Society: Past, Present, and 
Future took place from 7-8 April 2018 in 
Vienna, Austria. This meeting was organized 
by Jiun-Chuan Lin, National Taiwan University 
and Margreth Keiler, University of Bern, 
Switzerland. The field trip was organized by 
Christine Embleton-Hamann, University of 
Vienna, Austria, and Sven Fuchs as well as 
Christopher Lüthgens, both BOKU University, 
Vienna, Austria. 20 international researchers 
attended the meeting which was organised as 
workshop and field trip. Participants at that 
meeting are shown in the photograph below and 
included geomorphologists from Europe, Africa 
and Asia. 

AAG: Cooperation with the AAG continues to 
be very constructive. The AAG stand was set 
up in the IGU Regional Conference 2018 
Québec and the AAG will offer reciprocal 
arrangements at the upcoming AAG 
Conference in Washington. 

Forthcoming events 

13-15 May 2019: IGU EC meeting in Dublin-
Galway, Ireland. Arrivals on 12th May 2019, 
meeting 13th and 15th, transfer from Dublin to 
Galway on 13th 2019. 

24-26 September 2019: IGU Thematic 
Conference on ‘Transformation of Traditional 
Cultural Landscapes’, Koper, Slovenina. The 
first circular (in French and English has been 
distributed, co-sponsored by five IGU 
Commissions. 

Communication and outreach 

The main communication tools of the IGU are 
its quarterly newsletter, compiled by former 
Vice- President  Giuliano  Bellezza  and  its  
website,  maintained  by  Secretary-General 
R.B. Singh and Assistant Secretary-General 
Mike Meadows. As usual, four issues of the 
new series of the e-Newsletter were published 
in 2018 and can be downloaded from the 
website by following the newsletter link from 
www.igu-online.org.   The IGU   Facebook   
page    

(https://www.facebook.com/pages/International
-Geographical-
Union/282917935136850continues to attract 
‘likes’ and the IGU website also attracts many 
visitors. 

Financials 

The financial situation of the IGU remains 
sound, with a slight operating surplus obtained 
during 2018 (see Appendices 1 and 2). This is 
encouraging, especially given that, due it being 
a year during which a regional conference was 
held and several new members were elected or 
re-elected, the Executive Committee had three 
meetings during the year. In addition, both the 
President and Secretary-General attended the 
inaugural ISC meeting in Paris. It is pleasing to 
note that operating grants disbursed to 
Commissions and Task Forces, coupled with 
travel grants for the Québec Regional 
Conference represent more than two-thirds of 
the total expenditure. It is remarkable that the 
IGU annual membership fee rates have not 
been increased since 2008. The IGU Promotion 
and Solidarity Fund (balance US$ 100,968.32), 
which is not drawn on for any operational 
requirements, remains invested as a 
fundamental cushion against possible 
unforeseen circumstances. The IGU Executive 
Committee is seeking ways of investing these 
funds in an interest- bearing account with a 
higher interest rate. 

8:03 PM 

02-05-19 

Cash Basis 

International Geographical Union 

Balance Sheet 

As of December 31, 2018 

8:28 PM 
International Geographical Union 
02-05-19 Profit & Loss 
Cash Basis 
January through December 2018 
Jan - Dec 18 
Ordinary Income/Expense Income 
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Investments  

Internatioanl Geograhical Union 

Balance Sheet  

As of December 31 2018  

Dec 31 2018  

ASSETS  

Current Assets  

Checking/Savings  

Johnson Bank IGU Endowm 100,968.32 

Johnson Bank Operating Ac 1,565.91 

Petty Cash 590.95 

SBCT Market Link 137.52 

SBCT Money Market 84,923.60 

SBCT Operating Account 13,049.28 

Total Checking/Savings 201,235.58 

Total Current Assets 201,235.58 

TOTAL ASSETS 201,235.58 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY  

Equity  

Opening Balance Equity 151,339.52 

Unrestricted Net Assets 105,960.54 

Net Income 2,954.16 

Total Equity 260,254.22 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 260,254.22 

 

Banking Accounts Interest 4,931.45 
Total Investments 4,931.45 
Program Income Country Member Dues 125,357.14 
Total Program Income 125,357.14 
Total Income 130,288.59 
Gross Profit 130,288.59 
Expense 
Awards and Grants IGU Travel Grants 

17,362.99 
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Total Awards and Grants 17,362.99 
Operations 
Collaboration and Outreach Memberships and Dues 

5,126.68 

Total Collaboration and Outre... 5,126.68 
Executive Committee Meetings 39,805.68 
IGU Commissions 53,979.18 
Publications IGU Bulletin 2,998.39 
Total Publications 2,998.39 
Total Operations 101,909.93 
Secretariat Banking Fees 2,025.96 
Internet and IGU Web Site 3,454.22 
Secretarial Assistance 1,620.14 
Supplies 961.19 
Total Secretariat 8,061.51 
Total Expense 127,334.43 
Net Ordinary Income 2,954.16 
Net Income 2,954.16 
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Revised to 10 March 2008 

I. Denomination, Objectives and Domicile 
of theUnion 

A. TheInternationalGeographicalUnion,comm
only referred to as IGU, is an international, 
non-governmental, non-profit 
scientificorganization. 

B. The purposes of the International 
Geographical Unionare: 

1. to promote the study of 
geographicalproblems; 

2. to initiate and co-ordinate geographical 
research requiringinternationalco-operation 
and to promote its scientific discussion 
andpublication; 

3. to provide for the participation of 
geographers in the work ofrelevant 
internationalorganizations; 

4. to facilitate the collection and diffusion of 
geographical data anddocumentation in and 
between all membercountries; 

5. to promote meetings of the International 
Geographical Union,regional conferences 
between the International Geographical 
Congresses, andothermeetings in 
furtherance of the objectives of theUnion; 

6. to participate in any other appropriate form 
of international co-operation withthe object 
of advancing the study and application 
ofgeography; 

7. to promote international standardization or 
compatibility ofmethods, nomenclature, 

and symbols employed ingeography. 

C. TheInternationalGeographicalUnionadheres
totheInternationalCouncilforScience(ICSU)
andrecognizesitasprovidingaco-
ordinatingandrepresentativebodyforthe 
international organization ofscience. 

D. TheInternationalGeographicalUnionadheres
totheInternationalSocialScienceCouncil 
(ISSC) and recognizes it as providing a co-
ordinating and representative body forthe 
international organization of the 
socialsciences. 

E. The domicile of the Union is the place in 
which the Secretary General is based. 

II. The Membership of theUnion 

A. Membership of the Union shallbe by 
countries. For this purpose a "country" 
shallbea 
territorywhereinscientificmattersareorganiz
edindependently. Admissionofacountryto 
membership of the Union shall not 
constitute recognition of its political but 
only ofits scientific status. In cases of doubt 
the advice of ICSU shallbe sought. Each 
membercountry has the same rights and the 
same duties except as hereinafterprovided. 

B. ApplicationsbycountriestojointheInternatio
nalGeographicalUnionmaybemadethrough 
a committee for the IGU, a principal 
academy, a Research Council, or some 
othersimilarinstitution, or through scientific 
societies or an association of such 
institutions orsocieties, or, in special cases, 
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through an appropriate government 
department. All applications for 
membership shallbe made to the Secretary-
General, considered by the Executive 
Committee, and decided by the 
GeneralAssembly. 

C. ACommitteefortheIGU, fully representative 
of geographers, shallbe formed in each of 
the countries belonging to the Union. It 
shallbe formed on the initiative, or with the 
co-operation, of bodies such as those 
mentioned in B above. 

D. The Committees for the IGU shall promote 
the objects of the Union in theirrespective 
countries with specific reference to 
international aspects. They shall diffuse 
information from the Executive Committee 
to the geographers in their country and 
report every four yearsto the Executive 
Committee about their activities and the 
state of geography in theircountry. The 
Committees for the IGU shall nominate 
delegates to represent them at meetings 
ofthe Union. Each Committee for the IGU, 
either singly or jointly with one or 
moreother Committees for the IGU, has the 
right to submit to the Union, for 
discussion,questions within the objectives 
of the Union as defined in Section I.B. 

E. In addition to full membership of the Union 
there shallbe a class of associate members. 
Ifthe development of geographical studies 
or the number of geographers is insufficient 
tomake possible the formation of a 
Committee for the IGU as laid down in C 
above, any groupof three or more persons 
may constitute themselves a Committee 
and apply forassociate membership. The 
Executive Committee of the Union may 
submit to the GeneralAssembly 
recommendations for the acceptance or the 
continuance of associate membership orfor 
transfer of associate members to 
ordinarymembership. 

F. In order to maximize the Union's contacts 

with geographers throughout the world 
thereshallbe a class of corresponding 
members. These members may be either 
individualsor institutions. 

G. Upon recommendation of the executive 
committee, the general assembly may 
authorizethe admission of non-voting 
Corporate Sponsors to the union. Corporate 
Sponsors maybe academic institutions, 
government agencies, not-for-profit 
organizations, or private firmsthat support 
the goals and programs of the International 
Geographical Union. The dues forIGU 
Corporate Sponsorship shallbe set at the 
time of admission and may be adjusted 
from timeto time by the IGU Executive 
Committee. 

III. The GeneralAssembly 

A. The work of the Union shallbe decided by a 
meeting of the General Assembly ofthe 
delegatesappointedbythemembercountriesa
dheringtotheUnionoratothertimesbya postal 
ballot of the delegates from member 
countries in good standing registered 
withthe IGU Secretariat. 

B. The General Assembly shall hold an 
ordinary meeting, normally about once 
every four years, whenever possible at the 
time and place of an International 
Geographical Congress.A General 
Assembly normally will have two or more 
sessions on different days. The date and 
place of the meeting shallbe determined by 
the General Assembly at its previous 
meeting or, if not so determined, arranged 
by the Executive Committee. An 
extraordinary meeting of the General 
Assembly may be called by the president in 
consultation with theExecutive Committee 
and must be called on written request from 
at least half the member countries.At least 
four months' notice must be given of all 
meetings of the General Assembly. 

C. An Executive Committee consisting of a 
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President, Vice Presidents, and a Secretary-
General and Treasurer shallbe elected by 
the General Assembly or by postalballot. 

D. All individuals present who are fully 
registered as attending a Congress may 
attendthe meetings of the General 
Assembly and take part in the discussion 
without power ofvoting except as 
hereinafter provided. The President of the 
Union may also invite to attendmeetings of 
the General Assembly, in a consultative 
capacity, representatives of internationalor 
national scientific and scholarly institutions 
and other appropriate scientists 
andscholars. 

E. The Agenda for the meeting of the General 
Assembly shallbe fixed by the Presidentin 
consultation with the Executive Committee 
and shallbe circulated to Committees forthe 
IGU of adhering member countries at least 
four months before the opening of the 
meeting.A matter not appearing on the 
agenda may be raised by a delegation with 
the approval of the Executive Committee; a 
decision arising from such an item may 
only be taken in afollowing session of that 
General Assembly. 

F. Resolutions upon scientific matters shallbe 
decided by a majority of the votes cast by 
individuals fully registered as attending the 
Congress who are personally present at the 
meeting of the General Assembly. 

G. Resolutions on matters of an administrative 
character shallbe decided on a vote takenby 
countries of the Union represented at the 
General Assembly or eligible to vote in 
apostal ballot, each country having one 
vote. A decision shall only be valid if more 
than 50 percent of the possible votes, i.e., of 
member countries present at the General 
Assembly or eligibleto vote via postal 
ballot, are cast. Associate and 
corresponding members have novote. 

H. In cases of doubt as to the category to 

which a question belongs the President 
shall decide. Where there is an equal 
division of votes the President shall, in all 
cases, have a secondor castingvote. 

IV. The President 

A.  The President of the Union shallbe elected 
by the General Assembly and shall 
normallybe chosen from among those who 
have had experience as elected officers of 
the Union. Heor she will assume office 
after the conclusion of the General 
Assembly or, if this is heldduring a 
Congress, after the conclusion of the 
Congress. He or she will remain in office 
untilafter the conclusion of the next 
ordinary meeting of the General Assembly, 
or, if a Congressis being held at the same 
time, until after the conclusion of the 
Congress. He or she isnot eligible for re-
election as President during the next period. 
The retiring President becomesa Vice-
President for one further period. 

V. The ExecutiveCommittee 

A. Members of the Executive Committee 
serve in an individualcapacity. 

B. The Executive Committee shall consist of 
the President, the immediate past-
President,eight other Vice-Presidents and 
aSecretary-General. 

C.  In addition to the President and to the 
retiring President, who becomes a Vice-
Presidentfor one further period, the eight 
Vice-Presidents shallbe elected by the 
General Assembly or by postal ballot. They 
have specified duties: They shall stimulate 
activities and coordinateIGU Commissions 
while also representing the Union and 
furthering contacts within theirown regions. 
One Vice-President shall act as a 
Publications Officer. The number of Vice-
Presidents may be modified by a vote of the 
General Assembly on a proposal of the 
Executive Committee. Except as specified 



- 518 -	  

 515 

in Section V - I of these Statutes, the Vice-
Presidents shall hold office for a period of 
four years and each shallbe eligiblefor re-
electionforonefurtherperiodonly.TheVice-
Presidents shallbe chosen as widely as 
possible from amongst member countries 
of the Union, and at any given time 
theExecutive Committee shall not include 
more than one representative from any one 
country. One ofthe Vice-Presidents shallbe 
appointed by the Executive Committee as 
First Vice-President.He or she shall take the 
place of the President should the President 
be unable, temporarilyor otherwise, to act. 
If the retiring President is unable to become 
a Vice-President, theIGU Executive 
Committee may designate one of the 
existing Vice-Presidents to replacethe 
retiring president for the subsequent four-
year periodonly. 

D. Except as specified in Section V - J of these 
Statutes, a Secretary General shallbe elected 
ata General Assembly or by postal ballot for a 
period of four years and shall normally 
bechosen from among those who have had 
experience as elected officers of the Union. 
He or sheshallbeeligibleforre-
electionforonefurtherfour-
yearperiodonly.TheSecretaryGeneralshall 
also act as Treasurer and shall maintain a 
permanent administrative office or 
secretariat.With the approval of the Executive 
Committee and in order to provide for 
theefficient administration of the Union's 
affairs, he or she may arrange for anAssistant 

Secretary-GeneralorAssistant-
Treasurer.TheSecretary-
Generalshallmakearrangementsfor the 
publication of a Bulletin or other means of 
keeping geographers informed, throughtheir 
Committees for the IGU, of the activities of 
the Union and for the circulation 
ofinformation on publications sponsored or 
assisted by theUnion. 

E. In the case of any vacancy occurring 

amongst its members, the Executive 
Committee shall have power to fill it. Any 
person so appointed shall hold office until 
the next meeting ofthe General 
Assembly,which should proceed to a 
definite election for the following period 
only. 

F. Membership of the Executive Committee 
shallbe unpaid but members shallbe entitled 
to traveling expenses and subsistence 
allowances for attending meetings of the 
Executive Committee on scales determined, 
as from time to time may be necessary, by 
the Executive Committee. 

G. The Executive Committee shall meet 
during each International Geographical 
Congress and at such times and places as 
the President in consultation with the 
Secretary-General shall determine. There 
shallbe at least one meeting between 
congresses at which the program proposed 
for the next congress shallbe considered. 
The Chair of the OrganizingCommittee of 
the Congress or his or her representative 
shallbe invited to this meeting forjoint 
consideration of appropriatematters. 

H. It is the task of the Executive Committee to 
monitor new trends and developments in 
thefield of geographical education and 
research, to bring these to the knowledge of 
the committeesof the IGU and to take all 
action required to ensure an optimal 
participation of the Unionin international 
science programs. Further duties of the 
Executive Committee shall include those 
which have been entrusted to it from time 
to time by the General Assembly, and in 
particular: 

1. the preparation of the Agenda for the 
General Assembly; 

2. the consideration of invitations for general 
and regional congresses andthe formulation 
of recommendations thereon for decision 
by the GeneralAssembly; 
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3. collaboration with the organizers of the 
internationalcongresses; 

4. the consideration of items submitted by 
Committees for the IGU for inclusionin the 
agenda of the GeneralAssembly; 

5. the establishment of special or temporary 
committees or task forces 
forparticulartasks; 

6. the approval of Commissions to examine 
defined geographicalproblems. 

7. the conferment, on behalf of the 
International Geographical Union, as a 
markof distinction, of special honors on 
persons who have achieved 
particulardistinction or who have rendered 
outstanding service for the international 
communityof geographers. 

I. In the August 2008 election for the IGU 
Executive Committee, four Vice Presidents 
shallbe elected for single terms of six years 
(2008-2014) duration; the four Vice 
Presidents soelectedshall not be eligible for 
re-election as IGU Vice Presidents at the 
conclusion of their termsin 2014. In the 
August 2008 election, four Vice Presidents 
shallbe elected for terms offour years 
duration (2008-2012); the four Vice 
Presidents so elected will be eligible forre-
election as Vice Presidents for one 
additional four year term (2012-2016) upon 
the completion oftheir original terms in 
2012. From 2014 onward, four IGU Vice 
Presidents will be electedevery even 
calendar year, and those elected will serve 
terms of four years, being eligiblefor 
election for no more than two 
consecutiveterms. 

J. In the August 2008 election for the IGU 
Executive Committee, the IGU 
SecretaryGeneraland Treasurer will be 
elected for a single term of two years 
(2008-2010) duration;the individual so 
elected shallbe eligible for re-election as 

IGU Secretary General andTreasurerupon 
completion of his or her original term in 
2010 for one additional term or four 
yearsonly (to 2014). From 2014 onward, an 
election for IGU Secretary General and 
Treasurer willbe held every fourth year, and 
those elected will serve terms of four years, 
being eligiblefor election as Secretary 
General and Treasurer for no more than 
two consecutiveterms. 

VI. Commissions 

A. Commissions shallbe established for the 
study of a specific problem or forthe 
accomplishment of a task which requires 
international collaboration. 
Commissionsshall promote individual and 
group research work, encourage the 
exchange of relevantdocuments and 
information, and organize conferences, 
meetings and, where appropriate, field 
excursions, both between Congresses and 
during International 
GeographicalCongresses. 

B. The establishment of a new Commission 
may be proposed by a member country or 
by the Executive Committee. The proposal, 
including a statement of objectives and a 
program of work, should reach the 
Executive Committee at least nine months 
before the time of meeting of the General 
Assembly. The objectives of the new 
Commission should be precisely defined. 
The proposal should be accompanied by a 
suggested list of the future chair 
andpossible steering committee members. 
It shall then be discussed and may be 
approved by the Executive Committee 

C. Commissions are clustered in thematic 
fields, each coordinated by aVice-
President. Commissions are renewable 
depending on evidence of activity and 
continued relevance tothe objectives of the 
Union. In exceptional cases, an earlier 
termination or change in taskand leadership 
is possible if the majority of member 
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countries agree on the basis of a letter 
ballot. 

D. A Commission shall consist of a Chair and 
a Steering Committee normally consisting 
of not more than ten other members, each 
of whom shall serve for approximately four 
years and be eligible for reappointment for 
a second term of similar length. From 
among its steering committee members a 
Commission may designate, if it wishes, a 
Vice-Chairan and Secretary. Normally, 
there shall not be more than one member 
from any one adhering country.The Chair 
shall normally be appointed by the General 
Assembly; the list of steering committee 
members shallbe approved by the 
Executive Committee. No person shallbe a 
member ofthe steering committee of more 
than one Commission. The Commission 
may co-optan appropriate number of 
members. In the event of a vacancy in the 
chair occurringbetween General 
Assemblies, a new chair shallbe appointed 
by the Executive Committeehaving regard 
to the recommendation of the members of 
the Commission Steering Committee. 
Vacancies in the Steering Committee of a 
Commission occurring after the approval of 
thelist by the Executive Committee may be 
filled by resolution of theCommission. 

E. A Commission may organize its work by 
establishing sub-committees on 
specialproblems. 

F. Commissions may apply to the Executive 
Committee for grants of funds to enable 
them to carry out their work. The financial 
liability of the Union is limited to the grants 
made and approved by the Executive 
Committee that will divide available funds 
over the clusters. 

G. ACommission may undertake research 
contracts and may request grants from 
national or international, or other 
appropriate, organizations. Commissions 
must inform the Executive Committee of 

the action taken and the resultsachieved. 

H. A Commission may publish the results of 
its work or may collaborate in 
jointpublications. 

I. Each Commission shall prepare a concise 
report on its work which should be 
submitted tothe Secretary-General for the 
Executive Committee at least nine months 
before the nextordinary meeting of the 
General Assembly. The report should 
include an account of the workcarried out, 
the methods used, and the results obtained 
together, when appropriate, with a 
programof further research. The report 
shallbe distributed to each Committee for 
the IGU anddiscussed in open meeting 
during the International Congress. The 
combined presentation, discussion and 
publication of reports by several 
Commissions may be arranged. The 
General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the Executive Committee, decides 
whether the activities of a Commission 
justify the renewal of itsappointment. 

J. The maximum term of service on a 
Commission for a chair or steering 
committee memberin any capacity shallbe 
twelveyears. 

VII. Finance 

A. Countries may adhere to the Union in one 
of the following fifteen categories. Each 
adhering country shall pay annually as a 
minimum the number of subscription units 
proper toits category in accordance with the 
followingscale: 

Category A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 

Units 1 2 3 5 7 9 12 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 

 

B. Each country applying for membership of 
the Union shall specify in which category it 
wishes to be classed. For each country the 
organization which adheres to the Union 
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shallbe responsible for the payment of the 
contributions. Every country in arrears 
withits contributions shallbe reported to the 
General Assembly. Any adhering member 
of IGU, which is in arrears for three years, 
shall have observer status until the 
outstanding duesare paid. 

C. Associate member countries of the Union 
shall pay such annual contributions as the 
General Assembly may from time to 
timedetermine. 

D. Corresponding members pay annual dues 
decided upon by the Executive Committee. 

E. The Secretary General shall prepare a 
statement of accounts of income and 
expenditurefor each of the years 
intervening between two General 
Assemblies. He or she shall alsoprepare,on 
behalf of the Executive Committee, an 
estimate of the budget for the 
periodintervening between one General 
Assembly and the next. A Finance 
Committee, nominated forthe purpose by 
the General Assembly, shall examine the 
accounts for the preceding years andthe 
budget estimates and shall report on these 
matters to the General Assembly. 
TheFinanceCommittee may make 
recommendations for change in the 
membership categoriesof countries. 
Following its examination of the budget 
and of the Finance committee's report,the 
General Assembly shall fix the amounts of 
the subscription unit from full members and 
ofthe annual dues from associate members 
and also the currency or currencies in 
whichthe payment will be made. 

F. The income of the Union is derived 
primarilyfrom: 

1. contributions bymembers; 

2. subventions from otherorganizations; 

3. sale ofpublications; 

4. gifts anddonations; 

5. congress and conference registrationfees; 

6. research grants. 

The income is to be devoted primarilyto: 

1. the cost of administration, including the 
maintenance of the Secretariat andthe 
meetings of the Executive Committee; 

2. the expenses of publications issued under 
the direction of the Unionand specifically 
authorized by the Executive Committee; 

3. subventions toward the expenses of 
Commissions; subventions toward the cost 
of organization of International 
Geographical Congresses, and of regional 
meetings,especiallyinregionswheretherespo
nsible organizations need help in 
organizing geographicalstudies; 

4. contributions toward the cost of research 
undertaken under the direction, orwith the 
approval, of theUnion; 

5. the cost of co-operation with ICSU, ISSC 
and other organizations, includingdues. 
Any surplus may be used as the General 
Assembly may direct to advance the 
general purposes of the Union as 
determined by Article I. Funds derived 
from donations and grants shallbe used by 
the Union with due regard to the wishes 
expressed by the donors. Any country 
which withdraws from the Union resigns by 
this act it sright to share in the assets of the 
Union. 

G. The Union has a Geography Promotion 
and Solidarity Fund, the aim of which is to 
further geography and to support 
geographers, especially from less equipped 
countries. The Fund is governed by a Board 
appointed by the Executive Committee. 

H. The Secretary-General in his capacity of 
Treasurer shall keep accurate accounts and 
records of all financial transactions. He or 
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she shall arrange for the accounts to be 
audited annually. 

I. Ateach International Congress or Regional 
Conference, a sum, established by the 
Executive Committee, is to be included in 
the registration fee of all participants and 
transferred tothe Treasurer within six 
months of the conclusion of the Congress 
or Conference. 

 

VIII. InternalRegulations 

A. The General Assembly may draw up 
internal regulations for the conduct of its 
business, the general duties to be assigned 
to the members of the Executive 
Committee and, in general, for all matters 
not provided for in the Statutes. 

B. Similarly, each Commission may draw up 
regulations for the conduct of its 
ownbusiness. Such regulations shallbe 
approved by the Executive Committee and 
no regulation shallbe made which is 
contrary to the terms of the Statutes. 

C. The working languages of the Union 
shallbe English andFrench. 

D. There shallbe no discrimination as regards 
race, ethnic group, citizenship, religion, 
sexor political opinion within the Union or 
in the meetings organized by it or held on 
its behalf. 

E. As a member of ICSU, the IGU follows 
ICSU guidelines on the free circulation of 
scientists. 

IX. The International Geographical 
Congress 

A. An international geographical congress 
shall, if possible, beheld approximately 
every four years. 

B. Invitations shallbe addressed to the 
Secretary-General by member countries of 

the Union or by groups of member 
countries offering to act as hosts, and the 
acceptance of an invitation shallbe by vote 
of the General Assembly by adhering 
countries of the Union. A General 
Assembly may accept invitations for the 
two next succeeding Congresses. 

C. When an invitation has been accepted, the 
organization and financing of the 
Congressshall, subject to the other 
provisions stated in Article IX, be the 
responsibility of the host countryor 
countries. However, the Executive 
Committee shall advise on the program 
planned forthe Congress. It shallbe the 
responsibility of the host country or 
countriesthat: 

1. suitable facilities are provided for the 
meeting of the GeneralAssembly; 

2. provision shallbe made for the meetings of 
the Executive Committee and for the 
functioning of the Secretariat; 

3. facilities in time and space shallbe made 
available for meetings of Commissions of 
the Union; 

4. outline proposals for the Congress 
arrangements shallbe submitted tothe 
Executive Committee at least two years in 
advance of the date of theCongress. The 
Executive Committee shall satisfy itself 
that the proposals arecompatible with the 
Statutes of the Union. A representative of 
the Organizing Committeeof the next 
Congress shall normally be invited to 
attend the meeting of theExecutive 
Committee at which the proposals are 
considered, and the host country shallbe 
asked to invite a member or members of the 
Executive Committeefor consultation. 

D. The Secretary-General shall inform 
member countries of the Union of the 
location of thenext International 
Geographical Congress and of the address 
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of the organizers.Thereafter communication 
may be directed between Committees for 
the IGU or individuals andthe Organizing 
Committee of the next Congress. 

E. The working languages of an International 
Geographical Congress shallbe 
EnglishandFrench. With the approval of the 
Executive Committee the language of the 
host countrymay be used in discussions 
provided that appropriate translation 
facilities have beenarranged. 

F. The Executive Committee may accept 
invitations for regional conferences 
orotherinternational meetings of a more 
restricted character or for special purposes 
or mayitself sponsor or organize 
suchmeetings. 

G. A general international geographical 
congress or regional conference shallbe 
opento delegates from all members of the 
Union and to individuals both from 
member countriesand from countries which 
are notmembers. 

H. The organizing committee of an 
international geographical congress or 
meeting maybe invited to report on its 
activities to the General Assembly. After 
the conclusion ofthe congress or meeting, 
the organizing committee shall submit a 
final report to theExecutive Committee. 

X. Affiliation of Other ScientificInstitutions 

A. The International Geographical Unionmay 
offer affiliation to other international 
associations having cognate interests, 
provided the aims, objects and constitution 
of such associationsare compatible with 
those of the International Geographical 
Union. The relations withthe affiliated 
organizations may have a thematic or a 

regionalcharacter. 

B. The Executive Committee of the 
International Geographical Union, having 
satisfieditself that the Statutes of the 
Association proposed for affiliation satisfy 
these conditions,shall recommend to the 
General Assembly that affiliation 
begranted. 

C. The International Geographical Union and 
the affiliated association shall continueas 
independent bodies having their own 
statutes, organization and finance. The 
degreeof collaboration shallbe left for 
mutual arrangement between the respective 
executivebodies. 

D. The affiliation terminates when the General 
Assembly of the Union or the affiliated 
organization so decides and the other 
organization has been dulyinformed. 

XI. Duration of Convention and 
Modifications 

A. The duration of the Union is notlimited. 

B. No change shallbe made in the terms of the 
present Statutes without the approval of 
more than one half of the votes cast at the 
General Assembly or by postal ballot by the 
adhering countries of the Union eligible 
tovote. 

C. In the case of the dissolution of the Union, 
voted and agreed by at least two-thirds 
ofthe adhering countries of the Union, the 
available funds shallbe given by the 
GeneralAssembly to one or more scientific 
or scholarlyinstitution. 

D. The French and English texts shallbe given 
equal weight in deciding the meaning to 
begiven to the articles of the present 
Statutes. 
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Union GéographiqueInternationale Statuts 

Révisés à le 10 Mars2008 

I. Denomination, Objectifs et Siege 
del'Union 

A. L'UnionGéographiqueInternationale,comm
unémentappeléel'UGI,estuneorganisation 
scientifique internationale, non-
gouvernementale et sans butlucratif. 

B. L'Union Géographique Internationale a 
pourbut: 

1. de favoriser l'étude des problèmes qui 
concernent lagéographie; 

2. de susciter et de coordonner les recherches 
géographiques exigeantune coopération 
internationale et de favoriser leur 
discussion scientifique etleur publication; 

3. d'assurer la participation des géographes 
aux activités des organisationsde recherche 
scientifique internationales qui 
lesconcernent; 

4. de favoriser la collecte et la diffusion des 
données géographiques et dela 
documentation géographique dans et entre 
tous les paysmembres; 

5. d'assurer les réunions des Congrès 
internationaux de géographie, 
desConférences régionales entre les 
Congrès internationaux de géographie et les 
autresréunions destinées à servir les buts 
del'Union; 

6. de participer à toute autre forme de 
coopération internationale dans le but 
defaire progresser la recherche en 
géographie et sonapplication; 

7. de promouvoir, au plan international, la 
compatibilité des méthodes etla 
standardisation de la nomenclature et des 
symboles utilisés engéographie. 

C. L'UnionGéographiqueInternationaleadhère
auConseilInternationalpourlaScience(CIUS
) et le reconnaît comme un organisme de 
coordination et de représentation 
pourl'organisation internationale 
dessciences. 

D. L'UnionGéographiqueInternationaleadhère
auConseilInternationaldesSciencesSociales 
(CISS) et le reconnaît comme un organisme 
de coordination et de représentationpour 
l'organisation internationale des 
sciencessociales. 

E. Le siège de l'Union est le lieu où réside le 
Secrétairegénéral. 

II. L'Appartenance àl'Union 

A. Les membres de l'Union sont des Etats 
appelés ici pays. A cette fin, on 
considèrecomme pays un territoire où la vie 
scientifique est organisée de façon 
autonome. L'admissiond'un pays comme 
membre de l'Union constitue une 
reconnaissance non pas de son 
statutpolitique, mais seulement de son 
niveau scientifique. Dans le doute, l'avis du 
CIUS est sollicité.Tous les pays membres 
jouissent des mêmes droits et sont astreints 
aux mêmes obligations,à l'exception des cas 
prévus plusloin. 

B. Dans chaque pays l'adhésion à l'Union peut 
être sollicitée par un Comité de l'UGI,une 
Académie, un Conseil de la recherche ou 
toute institution similaire, ou par 
dessociétés scientifiques, ou un groupement 
de telles institutions ou sociétés, ou encore, 
dans certainscas spéciaux, par le 
Gouvernement représenté par un Ministère 
intéressé. Toutedemande d'adhésion est 
adressée au Secrétaire général, examinée 
par le Comité exécutif et soumise àla 
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décision de l'Assembléegénérale. 

C. Un Comité de l'UGI, pleinement 
représentatif des géographes, est constitué 
dans chaquepays adhérant à l'Union. Il est 
créé sur l'initiative ou avec l'appui des 
institutions mentionnéesci- dessus enB. 

D. Les Comités de l'UGI encouragent, dans 
leurs pays respectifs, les buts de l'Union,en 
accordant une importance particulière à 
leurs aspects internationaux. Ils doivent 
diffuserles informations venant du Comité 
exécutif aux géographes de leurs pays et 
présenter touslesquatre ans un rapport au 
Comité Exécutif concernant leurs activités 
et l'état de lagéographie dansleurspays. Les 
Comitésdel'UGIdésignentlesdéléguéscharg
ésdelesreprésenteraux Assemblées de 
l'Union. Chaque Comité de l'UGI, soit seul, 
soit de concert avec unou plusieurs autres 
Comités de l'UGI, a le droit de soumettre à 
l'Union, pour discussion,des questions en 
rapport avec les buts de l'Union tels qu'ils 
sont définis SectionI.B. 

E. Outre les membres titulaires de l'Union, il 
existe une catégorie de membres associés. 
Si,dans 
unpays,ledéveloppementdesétudesgéograph
iquesoulenombredesgéographesnepermet 
pas de constituer un Comité de l'UGI dans 
les conditions prévues en C, un 
groupementde trois personnes ou plus peut 
prendre l'initiative de se constituer en 
Comité et demanderla qualité de membre 
associé. Le Comité exécutif de l'Union peut 
soumettre àl'Assembléegénérale des 
recommandations pour l'acceptation ou la 
prolongation de la qualité demembre 
associé ou pour l'admission de membres 
associés dans la catégorie des 
membrestitulaires. 

F. L'Union comporte aussi des membres 
correspondantsBsoit individuelsou 
institutionnelsBdans le but d'améliorer les 
contacts avec des personnes ou 
desinstitutions importantesisolées. 

G. Sur recommandation du Comité exécutif, 
l’Assemblée générale peut autoriser 
l’admissionde personnes morales dans 
l’Union n’ayant aucun droit de vote. Ces 
personnes moralespeuvent être des 
universités, des agences gouvernementales, 
des organisations à but non lucratifou des 
entreprises privées qui soutiennent les 
objectifs et programmes de 
l’UnionGéographique Internationale. Les 
cotisations de ces personnes morales sera 
défini au moment deleur admission et 
pourra être ajusté à l’occasion par le 
Comité exécutif del’UGI. 

III. L'AssembléeGénérale 

A. Les travaux de l’Union sont décidés au 
cours d'une réunion de l'Assemblée 
généraledes délégués désignés par les pays 
adhérant à l'Union ou à tout autre moment 
par unscrutin postal des délégués des pays 
membres dûment inscrits auprès du 
Secrétariat del'UGI. 

B. L'Union réunit normalement l'Assemblée 
générale ordinaire environ une fois tous 
lesquatre ans, si possible au même moment 
et au même endroit qu'un 
Congrèsgéographique international. Une 
Assemblée générale comporte normalement 
deux sessions oudavantage réparties sur 
plusieurs jours. L'époque et le lieu sont 
arrêtés par l'Assembléegénérale précédente, 
ou, si tel n'a pas été le cas, fixés par le 
Comité exécutif. Une Assembléegénérale 
extraordinaire peut être convoquée par le 
Président en accord avec le Comité 
exécutif;elle doit être convoquée sur la 
demande écrite d'au moins la moitié des 
pays membres.La convocation à toutes les 
réunions de l'Assemblée générale doit être 
envoyée au moinsquatre mois àl'avance. 

C. Un Comité exécutif comprenant un 
Président, des Vice-présidents, et un 
Secrétaire-généraletTrésorier doit être élu 
par l’Assemblée générale ou par 
scrutinpostal. 
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D. Tous les participants individuels à un 
Congrès qui sont régulièrement inscrits 
etprésents peuvent assister aux réunions de 
l'Assemblée générale et prendre part aux 
discussionssans posséder le droit de vote, 
sauf exceptions indiquées ci-dessous. Le 
Président de l'Unionpeut aussi inviter à 
assister, à titre consultatif, aux séances de 
l'Assemblée générale,desreprésentants 
d'institutions scientifiques ou universitaires, 
internationales ou nationales,ainsi que 
d'autres savantsintéressés. 

E. L'ordredujourdel'Assembléegénéraleestfixé
parlePrésidentenaccordavecleComité 
exécutif et communiqué aux Comités de 
l'UGI des pays adhérents au moins 
quatremois avant l'ouverture de la session. 
Une question ne figurant pas à l'ordre du 
jour peutêtre soulevée par une délégation 
avec l'approbation du Comité exécutif; la 
décisionconcernant une telle question ne 
peut être prise que lors d'une session 
ultérieure de cetteAssembléegénérale. 

F. Les résolutions concernant les questions 
scientifiques sont adoptées à la majorité 
desvotes émis par les participants 
régulièrement inscrits au Congrès et 
personnellement présents àla réunion de 
l'Assembléegénérale. 

G. Les résolutions concernant les questions de 
caractère administratif sont adoptées à 
lasuite d'un vote par pays membres de 
l'Union, représentés à l'Assemblée générale 
ou en droitde voter par scrutin postal, 
chaque pays disposant d'une voix. Pour être 
valable, unerésolution doit réunir plus de 50 
pour cent des votes des pays membres 
présents à l'Assembléegénérale ou en droit 
de voter par scrutin postal. Les pays 
membres associés et 
lesmembrescorrespondants n'ont pas le 
droit devote. 

H. En cas de doute sur la catégorie dont relève 
une question, la décision appartient 
auPrésident. Dans tous les cas de partage 

égal des voix, la voix du Président 
estprépondérante. 

IV. . LePrésident 

A. Le Président de l'Union est élu par 
l'Assemblée générale et est normalement choisi 
parmilespersonnalités dont l'expérience est 
attestée par l'exercice de fonctions électives 
dansl'Union. Il ou elle entre en fonction après le 
clôture de l'Assemblée générale, ou, si cette 
dernière alieu pendant le Congrès, après la 
clôture du dit Congrès. Il ou elle reste en 
fonctions jusqu'àla clôture de la prochaine 
Assemblée générale, ou, si un Congrès a lieu en 
même temps,jusqu'à la clôture du dit Congrès. 
Il ou elle n'est pas rééligible comme Président 
pour lapériode suivante. Le Président sortant 
devient un des Vice-Présidents pour une 
nouvellepériode. 

V. Le ComitéExécutif 

A. Les membres du Comité exécutif agissent à 
titrepersonnel. 

B. Le Comité exécutif est constitué par le 
Président, le Président sortant, huit 
autresVice- Présidents et un 
Secrétairegénéral. 

C. En dehors du Président et du Président 
sortant, qui devient Vice-Président pour 
unenouvelle période, les huit Vice-
Présidents seront élus par l’Assemblée 
générale ou par scrutinpostal. Ils ont des 
tâches déterminées. Ils doivent stimuler et 
coordonner les activitésdes 

Commissions de l'UGI, représenter l'Union et 
développer ses contacts dans la région.Un 
Vice-Président devra prendre en charge le 
Service des Publications. Le nombre 
desVice- Présidents peut être modifié par 
un vote de l'Assemblée générale, sur 
proposition duComité exécutif. Sauf 
spécifié dans la Section V - I de ces Statuts, 
les Vice-Présidents restentenfonction pour 
une période de quatre ans et sont rééligibles 
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ensuite, mais pour uneseule nouvelle 
période. Les Vice-Présidents sont choisis 
pour représenter aussi largementque 
possible les pays membres et, à aucun 
moment, le Comité exécutif ne peut 
comprendreplus d'un représentant de 
chaque pays. Un des Vice-Présidents est 
désigné par le Comitéexécutif comme 
premier Vice-Président. Il ou elle remplace 
le Président quand celui-ci 
estempêché,temporairement ou non. Si le 
Président sortant n’est pas en mesure de 
devenir unVice- président, le Comité 
exécutif de l’IGU pourrait désigner un des 
Vice-présidents actuelspour remplacer le 
président sortant uniquement pour la 
période de quatre ans àvenir. 

D. Sauf spécifié dans la Section V - J de ces 
Statuts, un Secrétaire général est élu 
àl'Assembléegénérale ou par scrutin postal 
pour une période de quatre ans et doit 
normalement êtrechoisi parmi ceux qui 
possèdent une expérience en tant 
qu’officiels élus de l’Union. Il ou elleest 
rééligible pour une seule nouvelle période 
de quatre ans. Le Secrétaire général 
faitaussi fonction de Trésorier et il 
entretient un bureau administratif 
permanent ou unsecrétariat. Avec l'accord 
du Comité exécutif et pour rendre plus 
efficace la gestion de l'Union, il ouelle peut 
se faire aider par un Secrétaire général ou 
un Trésorier adjoints. Le 
Secrétairegénérals'occupe de la publication 
d'un Bulletin et de l=information des les 
géographes,par l'intermédiaire des Comités 
de l'UGI, sur les activités de l'Union, et de 
ladiffusion d'informations concernant les 
publications faites sous la responsabilité ou 
avec l'aidede l'Union. 

E. Le Comité exécutif peut pourvoir aux 
vacances qui surviendraient en son 
sein.Toute personne désignée dans ces 
conditions demeure en fonctions jusqu'à la 
réunionde l'Assemblée générale suivante 
qui procède à une élection régulière valable 

seulement pourla prochainepériode. 

F. Les fonctions de membre du Comité 
exécutif ne comportent pas de rétribution; 
maisles membres ont droit au 
remboursement des frais de voyage et de 
séjour pour participationaux réunions du 
Comité, suivant un barème, révisé s'il en est 
besoin de temps en temps parle 
Comitéexécutif. 

G. Le Comité exécutif se réunit pendant 
chaque Congrès géographique international 
et entous temps et lieux que le Président 
fixe après avoir pris l'avis du Secrétaire 
général. Uneréunion au moins a lieu entre 
les Congrès pour examiner le programme 
du prochain Congrès; àcette réunion est 
convié le Président du Comité 
d'organisation du Congrès, ou 
sonreprésentant, pour l'examen en commun 
des questionsafférentes. 

H. Le Comité exécutif a pour but de 
développer de nouvelles voies et activités 
dans ledomaine de l'enseignement et de la 
recherche géographiques, de les faire 
connaître aux Comitésde l'UGI et de 
prendre toutes mesures nécessaires pour 
assurer la meilleure participationde l'Union 
aux programmes scientifiques 
internationaux. En outre, le Comité 
exécutifexécute les tâches qui lui sont 
confiées par l'Assemblée générale, et 
enparticulier: 

1. la préparation de l'ordre du jour de 
l'Assembléegénérale; 

2. l'examen des invitations pour les Congrès 
généraux et régionaux et lapréparation des 
recommandations à leur sujet pour décision 
par l'Assembléegénérale; 

3. la collaboration avec les organisateurs des 
Congrèsinternationaux; 

4. l'examen des diverses questions soumises 
par les Comités de l'UGI en vue deleur 
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inscription à l'ordre du jour de 
l'Assembléegénérale; 

5. la création de Comités spéciaux ou 
temporaires pour des tâchesparticulières; 

6. l=approbation de Commissions pour 
examiner des problèmesgéographiques 
spécifiques. 

7. l'attribution, à titre honorifique, au nom de 
l'UGI, de distinctions spéciales àdes 
personnes ayant accompli des travaux 
éminents ou ayant rendu desservices 
émérites au profit de la communauté 
géographiqueinternationale. 

I. Lors de l’élection d’août 2008 du Comité 
exécutif de l’IGU, quatre Vice-
présidentsdoivent être élus pour des 
mandats uniques d’une durée de six ans 
(2008-2014); les quatreVice- présidents 
effectivement élus ne doivent pas être en 
droit d’être réélus en tant queVice- 
présidents de l’IGU à la fin de leurs 
mandats en 2014. Lors de l’élection d’août 
2008,quatre Vice -présidents doivent être 
élus pour des mandats d’une durée de 
quatre ans(2008-2012); les quatre Vice-
présidents effectivement élus seront en 
droit d’être réélus en tant queVice- 
présidents pour un mandat supplémentaire 
de quatre ans (2012-2016) à la fin deleurs 
mandats initiaux en 2012. A partir de 2014, 
quatre Vice-présidents de l’IGU serontélus 
chaque année calendaire paire, et les élus 
serviront des mandats de quatre ans, étant 
endroit d’être élus pour un maximum de 
deux mandatsconsécutifs. 

J. Lorsdel’électiond’août2008duComitéexécu
tifdel’IGU,leSecrétaire-
généraletTrésorierde l’IGU sera élu pour un 
mandat unique d’une durée de deux ans 
(2008-2010) ; lapersonne 
effectivementéluedoitêtreendroitd’êtreréélu
eentantqueSecrétaire-généraletTrésorierà la 
fin de son mandat initial en 2010 pour un 
mandat supplémentaire de quatre 

ansuniquement (jusqu’à 2014). A partir de 
2014, une élection du Secrétaire-général et 
Trésorier de l’IGUse tiendra tous les quatre 
ans, et l’élu servira un mandat de quatre 
ans, étant en droit d’êtreréélu en tant que 
Secrétaire-général et Trésorier pour un 
maximum de deux mandatsconsécutifs. 

VI. Commissions 

A. Les Commissions sont créées pour étudier 
des questions précises ou pour 
accomplirdes tâches qui requièrent une 
collaboration internationale. Elles 
favorisent lesrecherchesindividuelles ou 
collectives, facilitent des échanges de 
documents etd'informations, organisent des 
conférences, des rencontres et 
éventuellement des travaux de terrain, à 
lafois entre les Congrès et pendant les 
Congrès géographiquesinternationaux. 

B. Tout pays membre ou le Comité exécutif 
peuvent proposer la création 
d'uneCommission nouvelle. Le projet, 
comprenant une définition des objectifs et 
un programme detravail, devrait parvenir 
au Comité exécutif au moins neuf mois 
avant l'Assemblée générale.L'objetde la 
nouvelle Commission doit être délimité 
avec précision. Le projet devraitêtre 
accompagné d'une liste proposant le 
Président et des membres éventuels d=un 
Comitéde Direction. Il est alors discuté par 
le Comité exécutif et pourra être approuvé 
par leComité exécutif. 

C. Les Commissions sont regroupées en 
ensembles thématiques, chacun étant 
coordonné parun Vice-Président. Les 
Commissions sont renouvelables en 
fonction de l'évidence deleur activité et de 
l=utilité de leurs objectifs pour l'Union. 
Dans des cas exceptionnels lamajorité des 
pays membres peut, par un vote écrit, 
conclure avant terme le travail 
d'uneCommission ou modifier ses objectifs 
ou saprésidence. 




