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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Dear colleagues 
 
The 2017 Annual Conference, held in the University of Salento, Lecce, Italy, in 
October, was the main activity of the Commission in the second semester of 2017. 
The Commission was also active during this semester in the planning and 
programming of its activities for 2018. The new online communication tools 
implemented in the first semester, intended to support the work of the Commission 
- the new website, electronic mailing list and blog - have been regularly updated 
with new information. In this context, the work on the digital online archive of past 
activities and publications continued, in an effort to update it with pieces of 
information still dispersed in paper documents. The list of corresponding members 
is being updated and enriched with new members. In this process we aim to 
increase the proportion of younger members and to reach a more balanced 
membership according to gender and region of the world.  
 
As the following sections of this Newsletter show, the Commission members have 
been actively engaged in the organization of conferences and will continue so in 
2018. It is expected the publication of a selection of the papers presented in the 
Commission 2017 Annual International Conference. Recent publications by members 
of the Steering Committee, related to the core subject of the Commission and 
mostly based on past activities of the Commission, are included in the list below, in 
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section 7, updated and consolidated in relation to the list published in the 
Newsletter 1/2017. 
 
Three main activities have been planned for 2018: a session in the IGU Thematic 
Conference, in Russia, in June; sessions organised by the Commission in the IGU 
Regional Conference, in Canada, in August; and the Commission 2018 Annual 
Conference, in Portugal, in September, which will mark the 3oth anniversary of the 
establishment of the Commission in 1988. 
 
The IGU Commission 'Geography of Governance' publishes two Newsletters every 
year, the first in June and the second in December. Newsletter 1/2017 reported the 
activities developed during the first semester (January-June) and presented the 
activity plan for the following months. This second Newsletter presents the 
consolidated report of all activities developed during 2017 and the updated activity 
plan for the following annual period. 
 
Lisbon, December 2017 
 
Carlos Nunes Silva 
 
Chair, IGU Commission Geography of Governance 
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, University of Lisbon, Portugal 
E-mail: cs@campus.ul.pt  ●  Commission e-mail: igu.geogov@gmail.com 
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2. STEERING COMMITTE, AIMS, THEMES: 2016-2020 
 

2.1 Steering Committee 
 

Commission Chair 
Carlos Nunes Silva 
Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, University of Lisbon, 
Rua Branca Edmée Marques, Cidade Universitária, 1600-276 Lisboa, PORTUGAL 
E-mail: cs@campus.ul.pt 
               igu.geogov@gmail.com 
Web:   https://sites.google.com/a/campus.ul.pt/cns/ 

 
Full members  (in alphabetical order by surname) 
Ján Buček 
Department of Human Geography and Demography, Comenius University, 
Mlynska dolina, Ilkovicova 6, Bratislava 842 15, SLOVAKIA 
E-mail: jan.bucek@uniba.sk 
 
Olga Glezer 
Institute of Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences, 
Staromonetnyi pereulok 29, 119017 Moscow, RUSSIA 
E-mail: olga.glezer@yandex.ru 
 
Tomasz Kaczmarek 
Institute of Socio-Economic Geography and Spatial Management,  
Adam Mickiewicz University, 
ul. Bogumila Krygowskiego 10, 61-680 Poznan, POLAND 
E-mail: tomkac@amu.edu.pl 
 
Ilona Pálne Kovács 
Institute for Regional Studies, Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences 
Papnövelde u. 22, 7621 Pécs, HUNGARY 
E-mail: palne@rkk.hu 
 
Yosuke Maeda 
Faculty of Education, Niigata University 
Ikarashi 2-no-cho 8050, Nishi-ku, Niigata, 950-2181, JAPAN 
E-mail: y.maeda@ed.niigata-u.ac.jp 
 
Jiesheng Na 
Center for Historical Geography, Fudan University, 
220 Handan Rd, Shanghai 200433, CHINA 
E-mail: jsan@fudan.edu.cn 

https://sites.google.com/a/campus.ul.pt/cns/
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Bríd Quinn 
Department of Politics and Public Administration University of Limerick,  
Limerick, V94 T9PX, IRELAND 
E-mail: brid.quinn@ul.ie 
 
Peter Schmitt 
Department of Human Geography, Stockholm University 
SE-106 91 Stockholm, SWEDEN 
E-mail: peter.schmitt@humangeo.su.se 
 
Anna Trono 
Department of Cultural Heritage, University of Salento, 
Via D. Birago, 64 - 73100 Lecce, ITALY 
E-mail: anna.trono@unisalento.it 

  
Honorary Members 
 
Robert J. Bennett 
Professor Emeritus, Cambridge University, Cambridge, United Kingdom 
E-mail: robert.bennett@geog.cam.ac.uk 
  
Max Barlow 
Professor Emeritus, Concordia University, Canada 
E-mail: max.barlow@gmail.com   
  
Doris Wastl-Walter 
University of Berne, Berne, Switzerland 
E-mail: doris.wastl-walter@giub.unibe.ch 
 
Eran Razin 
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel 
E-mail: msrazin@mail.huji.ac.il 

 

2.2 Aims 
 
1. To advance knowledge of the geography of territorial governance, at the urban, 
local and regional levels, namely the conditions, scale and characteristics of new 
modes of territorial governance, and its social, cultural, political, economic and 
environmental consequences. 
2. To identify new perspectives and to explore new research methodologies and 
different geographical approaches in the field of urban, local and regional  
governance. 
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3. To provide a platform for the exchange of information, research outcomes, and 
best practices among its members. 
4. To enhance current bilateral and multilateral research cooperation among its 
members and to support the creation of new research networks in the field of 
urban, local and regional governance, connecting its members with existing 
international research programs and organizations, increasing interdisciplinary 
research collaboration across disciplines. 
5. To support and promote the publication and dissemination of scholarly research 
outcomes of its members, in peer-reviewed international journals and in books. 
6.To advance educational activities through workshops focused on urban, local and 
regional governance issues, contributing to the training of the next generation of  
scientists in this field. 
7. To increase the awareness of urban, local and regional governance issues among 
citizens, local communities and governments. 
8. To develop initiatives focused on specific issues in cooperation with members of 
other IGU Commissions sharing similar or related interests. 
 

2.3 Themes 
 
The Commission aims to explore, but is not limited to, the following themes: 
 
1. Administrative decentralization and multi-layered governance 
2. Local and regional government / governance 
3. Urban and metropolitan governance 
4. Local and regional government reforms 
5. Administrative fragmentation and merger reforms 
6. Decentralized cooperation and development 
7. Inter-municipal cooperation 
8. Cross-border municipal and regional cooperation 
9. Governance of spatial planning processes 
10. Governance of complex environmental systems 
11. Governance in conflict and post-conflict areas 
12. Citizen participation in local and regional government 
13. Age-, disabled- and gender-responsive approaches in urban, local and regional 
government policies 
14. Administrative systems and local public service delivery 
15. Local government finance systems 
16. Local Government, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and the 
Habitat-III New Urban Agenda 
17. Anthropocene: changes and challenges for urban, local and regional governance 
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18. The use of ICTs in urban, local and regional governance: e-Government, e-
Governance and Citizen e-Participation 
19. Transparency, accountability and good governance in local and regional 
government 
20. Big Data and new digital research methods in urban governance 
 

3. ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES 
 
During the period reported in the Newsletter 2/2017 the following activities have 
been developed: 

3.1 New online communication tools 
3.2 Digital Archive 
3.3 Activity Plan 2018-2020 
3.4 Membership 
3.5 Organization of Conferences and other Meetings 
3.6  Publications 

 
3.1 New online communication tools. During the second semester the new online 
communication tools implemented in the first semester (a new website; an 
electronic forum and mailing-list; a blog focused on local governance issues) were 
continuously updated and/or used. 
 

- The IGU-CGoG Website: https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/home 
- Mailing list: https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/mailing-list 
- Blog: http://igugeogov.blogspot.pt/  

 
3.2  Digital Archive. The Digital Archive has currently five sessions 
(https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/archive): Archive - Past Steering 
Committees (1984-2016); Archive Newsletter (1984-2016); Archive - Past 
Conferences (1984-2016); Archive Publications (1987-2013); Archive Photogallery 
(2008-2016). The section focused on the first years of the Commission, including the 
first four years as an IGU Study Group (1984-1988), has been enriched with data 
available in the documents deposited over the years in the IGU Central Archive, now 
located in the Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography, Germany. We continued this 
archival work during the second semester and there are plans for further work in 
2018. The "Introduction" note available in the Commission website in December 
2017 (https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/aims) is reproduced as an Annex at 
the end of this Newsletter. 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/home
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/mailing-list
http://igugeogov.blogspot.pt/
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/archive
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/aims
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3.3  Activity Plan 2018-2020.The activity plan for the period 2018-2020 includes a 
variety of initiatives (e.g., the Commission Annual Conferences; the sessions 
organized by the Commission in the IGU main meetings, as is the case of the IGU 
Regional Conference in Canada, in August 2018, or the IGU Thematic Conference in 
Russia, in June 2018; and other meetings or sessions convened and organized by 
members of the Steering Committee in numerous other International Conferences, 
as is the case in the 2018 AESOP Conference, in Sweden, publications, and 
tentatively also joint research activities).  
 
3.4 Membership. The list of corresponding members is being updated and 
expanded gradually since January 2017. A Directory of corresponding members is 
being prepared and is expected to be concluded during 2018.  
 
3.5  Organization of Conferences and other Meetings. As reported in the following 
sections of this Newsletter, members of the Steering Committee have been very 
active, during both semesters of 2017,  in the organization of scientific meetings 
focused on themes pertaining to the core subject of the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance, as well in the planning and implementation of future 
meetings. 
 
3.6 Publications. As reported in Newsletter 1/2017, members of the Steering 
Committee published in recent years several books, chapters, articles, book 
reviews, and conference reports on issues related to the core subject of the IGU 
Commission Geography of Governance.  The consolidated list of recent publication 
at the end of this Newsletter updates the previous list published in the Newsletter 
1/2017. 
 
 

4. CONFERENCES IN 2017 
 
4.1  IGU-CGoG 2017 Annual Conference "Local Governance in the New Urban 
Agenda", Lecce, Italy, October 19-21 2017 
 
As has been usual, the annual conference of our commission is its most important 
activity every year. In 2017, the Annual Conference was co-organised by Anna Trono 
(Department of Cultural Heritage of the University of the Salento. Lecce, Italy, and 
member of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) and Carlos Nunes Silva (Chair of the 
IGU Commission on Geography of Governance, Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Planning, University of Lisbon, Portugal), with the patronage of the University of 
the Salento, the Municipality of Lecce and Lecce Provincial Administration. The 
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Conference – held from the 19th to the 21st of October 2017 in the ancient and 
prestigious setting of the Olivetan Monastery of the University of the Salento in 
Lecce – hosted about 80 researchers and scholars from 33 countries, all working in 
the fields of Local and Regional Studies, Geography, Economics, Political Science, 
Architecture, Planning, Public Administration, History, Social Sciences, Arts and 
Humanities. Of the 100 abstract papers submitted and double-blind reviewed by an 
international scientific committee (17 members), nearly 3/4 of them were judged to 
be relevant and appropriate to the conference. 30% of the papers accepted and 
included in the final programme were authored or co-authored by PhD students. 
This was clearly an important result for the Conference, whose aim was to explore 
and discuss the changes, challenges and opportunities confronting Local 
Governance in the context of the new urban paradigm associated with the HABITAT 
III New Urban Agenda, a 20-year strategy for sustainable urbanisation adopted in 
October 2016 in Quito, Ecuador. Eleven themes were proposed for the Conference 
and discussed. The conference was divided into 15 sections including action-
oriented policies for achieving sustainable urban development and rethinking the 
way people build, manage, and live in cities by means of cooperation with 
committed partners, relevant stakeholders, and urban actors at all levels of 
government as well as the private sector. The themes were discussed from various 
theoretical perspectives, reflecting a wide range of  methodological approaches and 
inter-disciplinary levels across a broad spectrum of innovative research within the 
field of Local Governance, following quantitative / qualitative approaches, analysing 
case studies and producing comparative and exploratory studies. The conference 
was an opportunity for networking and for researchers to meet and discuss future 
research initiatives. 
 
As well as a guided tour of the city of Lecce and a visit to the Church of Saints 
Niccolò and Cataldo (next to the Olivetan Monastery), organised by the Italian 
Environment Fund (FAI – Lecce), conference participants were invited to a gala 
dinner in the splendid and ancient setting of the Torre del Parco, a cocktail in the 
cloister of the Olivetan Monastery and a concert by “La Cantiga de la Serena” - Songs 
of joy, of prayer and of love, held in the D’Enghien hall in the Charles V Castle in the 
city of Lecce. These activities helped to make the Conference enjoyable and 
interesting from the cultural and social point of view. Lastly the conference 
participants were taken on a post-conference excursion in the Salento, which 
included meetings with local stakeholders and visits to the Church of Santa Caterina 
d’Alessandria in Galatina, the Cathedral and Castle in Otranto, and the Gallone 
Castle and Branca Ceramics workshop in Tricase. A light and tasty lunch, 
accompanied by local music and dance, was served at the Masseria Le Stanzie in 
Supersano. 
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It is expected that a selection of conference papers will be published. The 
conference report, by Carlos Nunes Silva and Anna Trono, is scheduled to be 
published in the International Journal of E-Planning Research, Vol. 7 (4), 2018.  
 
The full program, the abstracts, the PowerPoint presentations, and a photo gallery 
of the conference are available online in the conference website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017conference/ .  
 
The full list of papers included in the Program and effectively presented is 
reproduced, as an Annex, at the end of this Newsletter. 
 
4.2  II International Conference "Urban e-Planning", Lisbon, Portugal, April  20-21 
2017 
 
As reported in the Newsletter 1/2017, the 2nd International Conference on Urban e-
Planning, convened by Carlos Nunes Silva (Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Planning, University of Lisbon, Portugal, and chair of the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance), was organized by the 'International Journal of E-
Planning Research' and by the Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University of Lisbon, and was held in Lisbon, Portugal, 20-21 April 2017. The 
Conference was endorsed by the IGU Commission Geography of Governance (IGU-
CGoG). 
 
The two day conference was organized in 14 sessions and addressed four main 
research themes: Theme 1 - Governance and Planning of Smart Cities; Theme 2 - 
Citizen e-Participation and Community engagement; Theme 3 - The inter-relatedness 
of real and virtual in Urban e-Planning; and Theme 4 - Collaborative Urban e-
Planning. It included also a Networking session at the end of the first day. The 
conference attracted more papers than in 2016, with sixty three papers effectively 
presented, involving 144 authors from 21 countries, out of around 100 papers 
abstracts submitted, which have been peer-reviewed by an international scientific 
committee of 18 scholars, all of them members of the IJEPR Editorial Review Board. 
The large majority of the papers presented focused a specific case or area in 
Europe, although a number of other papers dealt also with cases in other countries 
outside Europe, namely in Canada, USA, Mexico, Brazil, Chad, and Israel. Theme 1 on 
the Governance and Planning of Smart Cities was dominant in the 2017 conference 
with almost 60% of the papers dealing with issues related to smart cities planning 
and governance, an expression of the importance of smart cities related issues. The 
second largest group of papers presented dealt with themes 2 and 4, focused 
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around issues of citizen participation. The opening plenary session, with two 
papers, dealt with issues of citizen engagement in local policies. The first paper 
explored the challenges and opportunities of a Geoweb platform within the 
academy, and the second discussed the need to upgrade public participation. In this 
plenary session as in the following 13 panels that made up the full conference 
program, the debate was initiated by three discussants, followed then by an 
enlarged discussion with other participants in the conference room, which allowed 
a systematic and fruitful questioning of the research findings presented and of the 
arguments put forward by the author(s) of each paper. 
 
 The conference report, by Carlos Nunes Silva, was published in the International 
Journal of E-Planning Research, Vol. 7 (3), 2018.  
 
More information on the conference (program, abstracts, PowerPoint, etc.) is 
available at: https://sites.google.com/site/uep2017conference/  
 
4.3  5th Forum on Frontiers of China & Symposium on Social Transformation, 
Knowledge System and New Borderland Study, Shanghai Open University, China, 
May 5-7 2017 
 
Jiesheng Na (Center for Historical Geography, Fudan University, China, and member 
of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) was engaged in the organization of the 5th 
Forum on Frontiers of China & Symposium on Social Transformation, Knowledge 
System and New Borderland Study held in the Shanghai Open University, China, on 
May 5-7 2017. Being essentially a national meeting in China it was an opportunity to 
further increase awareness about the work of the IGU Commission on Geography of 
Governance in this country. 
 
4.4  NISPAcee Annual Conference, Kazan, Russian Federation, May 18-20 2017 
 
As reported in the Newsletter 1/2017, the NISPAcee Annual Conference took place in 
Kazan, Russian Federation, 18-20 May 2017. The conference theme was "Innovation 
Governance in the Public Sector". Ilona Pálné Kovács (Institute for Regional Studies, 
Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
Hungary, and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) was a coordinator  
(together with Michiel de Vries) of the Working Group on Local Governments 
(www.nispa.org/conference2017 ). The selected papers will be published online and 
in the Journal of NISPAcee. 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/uep2017conference/
https://u2348889.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=3X1fSIgv8d6eldWF9n9DiQwriTf0PL1P4EmZPRhIMgojRdza69SJBaHF-2BTs6nOrM_MGpElCDfVWk61cHR57tdCjvjl-2BLIIn4ukvhTfs678UUX7qFZAk8kAWnyiPvXRmAvidcHWnhiWQF-2F6eIYjXUratdmwFwYQHzT1GhMYlIfrUaQXHHtQD7y84k8JtJPZN6t3Ak3H47Nip4TG-2F5W6uigZW6eAiJXJWQ-2Bzd72AJ8Q8ZQJXNr3zfkaQuwEhOxm9C8C0X0-2F5SGNSxxa7e1ePwUbvw-3D-3D
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4.5  11th Slovak-Czech-Polish Seminarium - "Flows, Spaces and Societies in Central 
Europe“ - Trenčianske Teplice, Slovakia, June 14-16, 2017 
 
As reported in the Newsletter 1/2017, members of the IGU Commission on 
Geography of Governance (IGU-CGoG) were engaged in the organization of the 11th 
Slovak-Czech-Polish Seminarium - "Flows, Spaces and Societies in Central Europe“, 
that took place in Trenčianske Teplice, Slovakia, on June 14-16, 2017, namely Jan 
Bucek (Department of Human Geography and Demography, Comenius University, 
Slovakia, and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee). Jan Bucek was 
member of the Conference Scientific Committee  and chair of the Plenary Opening 
Session. With more than 130 participants from Slovakia, Czech Republic and Poland, 
the conference included papers by corresponding members of the IGU-CGoG, as 
well as by members of the Steering Committee, namely Jan Bucek and Tomasz 
Kaczmarek:  
- Ján Buček & Mária Frassová (Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia) - "Councils  
in  City  Quarters  –  Overlooked  Opportunity  to  Strengthen  Citizens’ Participation 
and Local Democracy in Slovak cities" 
- Tomasz Kaczmarek (Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland) - "Soft 
planning for soft spaces. A case study of Poznań metropolitan area" 
 
The detailed program (PDF, 10 pages) and the Book of Abstracts (PDF, 96 pages) 
are available from the conference website for free download.  
 
More information on this conference is available at: 
http://www.humannageografia.sk/seminarium2017/ 
 
4.6  7th Nordic Geographers Meeting (NGM), Stockholm, Sweden, June 18–21 2017 
 
As reported in the Newsletter 1/2017, the Nordic Geographers Meeting (NGM) is a 
biennial international geography conference. The 7th Meeting was in Stockholm, 
Sweden, June 18–21 2017. The conference theme was “Geographies of inequalities”. 
Peter Schmitt (Department of Human Geography, Stockholm University, Sweden, 
and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) and Lukas Smas (Nordregio) 
organised a session at the Nordic Geographers Meeting, Stockholm 18th – 21st June 
2017 under the theme: "Is there a Nordic ‘planning culture’? Exploring 
commonalities and differences in times of growing complexity and inequalities".  
 
For more information, see: 
- Conference website:  http://www.humangeo.su.se/english/ngm-2017 

http://www.humannageografia.sk/seminarium2017/
http://www.humangeo.su.se/english/ngm-2017
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- Download program and abstracts of this session (pdf): 
https://stockholmuniversity.app.box.com/s/ytx50s0alqxe5p3zndir66rrv0z7gqe0 
 
4.7  Conference "Modern Methods and Tools for Public Participation in Urban 
Planning", Poznań – Obrzycko, Poland, June 22-24, 2017 
 
As reported in the Newsletter 1/2017, the Conference "Modern Methods and Tools 
for Public Participation in Urban Planning" took place in Poznań – Obrzycko (Poland), 
on June 22-24, 2017. It was organized by the Metropolitan Research Center Adam 
Mickiewicz University and by the Association for Spatial Planning Space Economy 
Society Poland. Members of the IGU Commission 'Geography of Governance' (IGU-
CGoG) were engaged in the organization of this conference/symposium, namely 
Tomasz Kaczmarek (Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland, and member of 
the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee). The focus of the symposium was on spatially-
explicit methods of public participation drawing from developments in P/PGIS, VGI, 
Geoweb, and Geodesign. The symposium showcased various applications of 
methods in participatory urban planning featuring state-of-knowledge paper and 
poster sessions, discussion panels, and tool demos. The symposium offered an 
opportunity for scholars to critically discuss methodological underpinnings of 
geographically-explicit participatory methods in urban planning and share their 
experiences with applications in realistic planning settings. The format of the 
symposium with fewer papers than at many larger conferences provided an ample 
time for meaningful discussion and offered  an opportunity to foster future 
research collaborations. The conference had 40 participants including, among 
others, the following speakers: Prof. Peter Nijkamp, Vrije Uniwersiteit Amsterdam; 
Prof. Marketta Kyttä, Alto University, Finland; Prof. Thomas Blaschke, University of 
Salzburg, Austria; Prof. Michele Campagna, University of Cagliari, Italy; Prof. Muki 
Haklay, University College London, Great Britain; Prof. Piotr Jankowski, San Diego 
State University, USA & Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, Poland; Prof. 
Tomasz Kaczmarek , Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, Poland; Prof. Ana Clara 
Mourão Moura, Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil; Prof. Waldemar 
Ratajczak, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan, Poland.  
 
More information on this conference is available at: http://ppgis2017.pl/ 
 
4.8 II International Conference "African Urban Planning", Lisbon, Portugal, 
September 7 - 8 2017 
 
The 2nd International Conference on African Urban Planning, convened by Carlos 
Nunes Silva (Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, University of Lisbon, 

https://stockholmuniversity.app.box.com/s/ytx50s0alqxe5p3zndir66rrv0z7gqe0
http://ppgis2017.pl/
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Portugal, and chair of the IGU Commission Geography of Governance), was held on 
7-8 September 2017,  in Lisbon, Portugal, in the Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Planning - University of Lisbon,  in collaboration with the International Planning 
History Society. The conference was organized in 34 sessions, 2 plenary sessions and 
32 parallel panels, with 151 papers effectively presented, of which a significant 
number are by authors based in Universities in Africa. Two conference reports are 
scheduled to be published in 2018, one in the journal Planning Perspectives, and the 
other in the journal Town Planning Review. 
 
 This conference was endorsed by the IGU Commission on Geography of 
Governance and proved to be an excellent occasion to expand the work of the 
Commission by engaging colleagues based in the African continent, in North Africa 
as well as in Sub-Saharan Africa, some of which became corresponding members of 
the Commission. Besides being convened by the Chair of the IGU-CGoG, 
corresponding members of the Commission took also an active part in the 
conference. As planned, the conference proved to be a useful forum for the 
discussion of the state-of-the-art of research on African Urban Planning, namely on 
urban/local governance in Africa, four years after the first conference in 2013. The 
Conference joined together researchers and planners from academia, public and 
private sectors, and non-governmental organizations, in an effort to present and 
debate their research on African Urban Planning and to share knowledge, 
viewpoints, methods, research outcomes and policy ideas. The conference focused 
four main themes, all of them highly relevant for the mission of the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance. The four main themes addressed in the conference are: 
    •Theme 1 - The History of African Urban Planning 
    •Theme 2 - Learning from African Urban Planning 
    •Theme 3 - Localizing Goal 11 of the SDGs and The New Urban Agenda 
    •Theme 4 - Social and economic challenges and changes in African cities  
 
More information on the conference is available at: 
https://sites.google.com/site/cpcup2017conference/home  
 
 
5. FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES, 2018-2020 
 
5.1  IGU Commission Geography of Governance - 2018 Annual Conference - "Fifty 
Years of Local Governance" -, Lisbon, Portugal, 4 - 5 September 2018  
 

The 2018 Annual Conference of the IGU Commission on ‘Geography of Governance’ 
(IGU-GoG), organized in collaboration with the Institute of Geography and Spatial 
Planning, University of Lisbon, will be held in Lisbon, Portugal, 4 - 5 September 2018. 

https://sites.google.com/site/cpcup2017conference/home
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It is convened by Carlos Nunes Silva (Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, 
University of Lisbon, Portugal, and chair of the IGU Commission Geography of 
Governance). The Conference marks the establishment 30 years ago of the  IGU 
Commission on Geography and Public Administration, after an initial period as a 
Study Group of the International Geographical Union, from 1984 to 1988. The 
conference seeks to revisit the main research issues addressed by the Commission 
since the mid 1980s and to explore the current trends and future challenges 
confronting local governance in the context of the new global urban agendas, 
namely the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 SDGs that came 
officially into force on 1 January 2016, the New Urban Agenda adopted in the 
Habitat III Conference, in October 2016, and the Paris Agreement or Paris Climate 
Agreement adopted in December 2015. It is an opportunity for researchers, from 
different disciplinary backgrounds, to present, discuss and exchange recent 
research findings on the determinants, processes and outcomes of the changes 
occurred in the field of local governance in the last three decades and to explore 
and debate, from different theoretical perspectives and methodological 
approaches, the current and emerging trends in this field. 
 
The conference is organized in two tracks: 
  • Track 1 looks 30 years back revisiting the changes, processes and the respective 
      outcomes in the field of local governance in different parts of the world. 
  • Track 2 looks into the future analyzing current trends in local governance. 
 
Track 1. Thirty years of Local Governance: revisiting institutional changes, processes 
and outcomes since the 1980s 
 • Local Government in Europe post 1980: national trends and the 
                  Europeanization of urban governance and local policies 
 • Local government reforms in Central and Eastern Europe since 1990 
 • Post-colonial Local Government reforms in Africa 
 • Local governance in America, Asia, and Oceania after 1980 
 
Track 2. Current trends and future challenges in Local Governance 
 • Local governance in the new global urban development agendas 
 • Local governance, spatial justice and the Right to the City 
 • Good governance and autonomy 
 • Decolonizing local governance 
 • Local government reforms: decentralization and re-centralization 
 • Regions and Political Devolution 
 • The nexus of micro, local, regional and transnational governance 
 • Meso-level governance 
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 • The challenges of multi-level governance 
 • Rescaling of urban governance and the role of neighbourhoods 
 • Inter-municipal cooperation 
 • Cross-border municipal cooperation 
 • Metropolitan government 
 • Municipal amalgamation reforms 
 • Informal institutions and hybrid local governance models 
 • Local government finance system: financing the new urban challenges 
 • Post-2008 austerity localism 
 • Alternative models for local government social policies 
 • Progressive localism and the transformation of urban governance 
 • Re-municipalization of local public service provision 
 • Municipal owned corporations and local public services 
 • Managerialism, entrepreneurialism, public-private partnerships and  
                  privatization 
 • Local economic development 
 • Strategic and collaborative municipal planning 
 • The governance of urban cultural heritage 
 • Climate change and Green governance 
 • The governance of protected areas and urban green spaces 
 • Local governance and the new security challenges in urban areas 
 • Participatory local governance and community engagement 
 • Citizen participation in local policy making 
 • Social movements and the New Municipalism 
 • Local government in the digital era: democracy, participation,  
                  accountability 
 • Smart urban governance: Internet and new ICT tools 
 • Social media in local governance 
 • Local governance in the age of Big Data 
 • Crowdsourcing in urban governance 
 
It is expected that a selection of conference papers will be published. The selected 
manuscripts will be double-blind peer-reviewed. 
 
All inquiries, expressions of interests, and abstracts should be sent, by e-mail, to:             
Carlos Nunes Silva, Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, University of 
Lisbon, Portugal (E-mail: igu.geogov@gmail.com) 
 
More information is available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/
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5.2  IGU Thematic Conference "Practical Geography and XXI Century Challenges", 
Moscow, Russia, June 4-6 2018 
 
The IGU Thematic Conference "Practical Geography and XXI Century Challenges", 4-
6 June 2018, Moscow, Russia, organized by the Institute of Geography  
of Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS), will be held under the auspices of the 
International Geographical Union and is dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the 
Institute of Geography of Russian Academy of Sciences, the largest world-
renowned geographical research organization in Russia. The conference will be held 
in the buildings of the Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow’s historical center 
near the Moskva-river. More information on the Conference is available at: 
http://100igras.ru/en/index.php.  
 
The IGU Commission on Geography of Governance (IGU-CGoG) session on "Local 
Governance for Local Development in the XXI Century: Opportunities and 
Limitations", will be chaired by Olga Glezer (Leading Scientific Researcher, Institute 
of Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia, and member of the Steering 
Committee of the IGU-CGoG) and Carlos Nunes Silva (Institute of Geography and 
Spatial Planning, University of Lisbon, Portugal, and chair of the IGU Commission 
Geography of Governance).  
 
The Session aims to explore, compare and draw practical lessons from the 
institutional changes experienced by local government in different regions of the 
world, in the Global North as well as in the Global South, with special attention to 
Russia, in the last quarter century and the challenges currently confronting local 
governments around the world.  
 
The session aims to address, but is not limited to the following issues: 
(a)  Central - local relations: trends, challenges and outcomes 
(b)  Local Government: abolition of local tiers and merger reforms 
(c)  Inter-Municipal cooperation  
(d)  Metropolitan Government and the Governance of City Regions 
(e)  Privatization, Public-Private Partnerships and re-municipalisation of local public 
services 
(f)  Austerity and innovation in local governance 
(g)  Local e-Government: citizen (e-)participation 
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A detailed description of the session and its issues is available at: 
https://yadi.sk/d/dIIQxxZ33PHAri .  
 
For registration and abstract submission go to http://100igras.ru/en/registration.php 
 
More information is available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 
 
5.3  IGU Regional Conference, Quebec City, Canada, August 6-10 2018 
 

The next regional meeting of the IGU will be held in Quebec City from August 6 to 10 
2018. The theme of the 2018 IGU Regional Conference is “Appreciating Difference / 
Apprécier la difference” (http://igu2018.ulaval.ca/).  
 
The IGU Commission  Geography of Governance (IGU-CGoG) proposed 8 sessions: 

 Local government reforms and governance in recent decades: 
differentiation and harmonization of institutional models and policies 

 Government and citizen interaction: formal and informal modes of citizen 
participation and community engagement in local government policy 

 Spatial justice and the Right to the City: local government policies and 
governance practices sensitive to social and cultural diversity 

 The place-based development policy and the role of local government: 
difference as an advantage in local development 

 Planning and governance cultures at the sub-national level – exploring 
diverging trajectories within and across countries  

 Multi-level and transnational governance on the move: unpacking various 
approaches of governing territorial challenges 

 International cooperation networks of local and regional governments: 
different conditions and common goals 

 Secessionist movements in the context of 21st century politics: a local 
governance perspective 
 

Professor Doris Wastl-Walter, former Chair of the Commission, vice-Rector of the 
University of Bern, Switzerland, and Honorary member of the current Steering 
Committee, was selected by the conference organization as a Keynote Luminary 
Speaker at the 2018 IGU Regional Conference. Professor Doris Wastl-Walter will 
speak about her research in the field of Governance. 
 
 More information about the participation of the Commission GoG is available in the 
Commission website: https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

http://igu2018.ulaval.ca/
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/
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5.4  XI IGU Seminar on 'Environment And Sustainable Livelihood', Guwahati, East 
Himalaya, India, February 8-10 2018 
 
The IGU Commission Geography of Governance (IGU-CGoG) proposed a session on 
"Sustainable Development and Local Governance" in the XI IGU Seminar on 
'Environment And Sustainable Livelihood', Guwahati, India. The IGU-CGoG session 
will be included under the conference sub-theme "Sustainable Development: 
Governance, Policies and Conflicts". Prof. R. B. Singh (Department of Geography, 
Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi, India, and Vice-President of the 
International Geographical Union) will chair our Commission session in XI IGU 
Seminar on 'Environment And Sustainable Livelihood'. The aim of this session on 
'Sustainable Development and Local Governance' is to explore the changes and the 
new challenges confronting local governance due to the current environmental 
changes, namely those associated with climate change. It will be an opportunity for 
discussions on a broad spectrum of innovative research on the relations between 
environmental changes and local governance. The session aims to address, but is 
not limited to, the following issues: (a) The role of local government in the 
definition and implementation of more effective local policies for sustainable local 
and regional development; (b) Environmental policy transfer across local and 
regional governments; (c) Global Environmental Policy and Local Governance 
Practices; (d) Climate change and the challenges for local governance; (e) The local 
governance of biodiversity; (f) Local governance in mountain regions; (g) The use of 
ICT in local environmental governance: citizen e-participation, crowdsourcing, 
volunteered  geographic information, landscape virtual 3D modelling. It is expected 
that a selection of this session papers will be published in an edited volume. It is also 
being considered the publication of a selection of papers on the topic of 'ICT in 
Local Environmental Governance' in the 'International Journal of E-Planning 
Research'. The selected manuscripts will be double-blind peer-reviewed.  
 
Information on deadlines, contact information and other requirements regarding 
the conference organization are available in the conference website: 
http://iguguwahati2018.org/   
 
More information is available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 
 
5.5  III International Conference 'Urban e-Planning', Lisbon, Portugal, 3-4 April 2018 
 
The III International Conference 'Urban e-Planning', convened by Carlos Nunes Silva  
(Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning, University of Lisbon, Portugal, and 

http://iguguwahati2018.org/
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/
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chair of the IGU Commission Geography of Governance) will be held in Lisbon, 
Portugal, in April 3 - 4  2018. The Conference is endorsed by the IGU Commission on 
Geography of  Governance. The program includes themes pertaining to the core 
subject of the IGU-CGoG. It is expected the participation of several corresponding 
members of the Commission, as happened in the first two editions.  
 
More information is available in the conference website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/uep2018conference/   
 
5.6 International Scientific Workshop “Urbanization and Regional Development in 
Russia and Europe”, Moscow, 19-20 April 2018 
 
The workshop is organized by Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia – RUDN 
University, Institute of Geography of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Association 
of Russian Human Geographers, and Franco-Russian Studies Center (CEFR). Olga 
Glezer (Leading Scientific Researcher, Institute of Geography of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Russia, and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) is 
engaged in the organization of the scientific workshop. For more information visit 
the workshop site: http://agora.guru.ru/urbanization_Ru-Eu/eng 
 
5.7  26th NISPAcee Annual Conference - "Public Administration for Well-being and 
Growth" - Iasi, Romania, May 24 -26 2018 
 
The 26th NISPAcee Annual Conference - "Public Administration for Well-being and 
Growth" - will be held in Iasi, Romania, on May 24 -26 2018. The event is organised in 
cooperation with the "Alexandru Ioan Cuza" University of Iasi. Ilona Plané Kovacs 
(Institute for Regional Studies, Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary, and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering 
Committee) will convene /organize/coordinate a session focused on themes 
pertaining to the core subject of the IGU Commission on Geography of Governance 
(IGU-CGoG).  
 
Information about the 26th NISPAcee Annual Conference is available in the 
conference website: http://www.nispa.org/conference2018.php?sid=1691&cid=26  
 
More information on the session convened by Ilona Plané Kovacs will be available in 
the Commission website: https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 
 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/uep2018conference/
http://agora.guru.ru/urbanization_Ru-Eu/eng
http://www.nispa.org/conference2018.php?sid=1691&cid=26%20
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/
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5.8  AESOP 2018 Congress, Gothenburg, Sweden, July 10-14 2018 
 
Peter Schmitt (Department of Human Geography, Stockholm University, Sweden, 
and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) is co-chair of the track 
“Governance” (together with Giancarlo Cotella, Italy and Alois Humer, Finland) at 
the 2018 AESOP Congress in Gothenburg, Sweden (10-14th of July, 2018). The overall 
congress theme is “Making Space for Hope”.   
 
More info about the Congress at:  
http://www.chalmers.se/sv/institutioner/ace/kalendarium/Sidor/Making-space-for-
hope.aspx 
 
Peter Schmitt plans to organise a special session with other members of the 
Commission on a topic closely related to the work of the IGU-CGoG.  
 
For more information about this planned session with members of the Commission, 
contact directly Peter Schmitt or the Commission (email: igu.geogov@gmail.com). 
 
5.9  World Social Science Forum 2018 - Fukuoka, Japan, September 25-28 2018 
 

Yosuke Maeda (Faculty of Education, Niigata University, Japan, and member of the 
IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) proposed a session, on behalf of the IGU 
Commission Geography of Governance (IGU-CGoG) and in collaboration with the 
Geography of Public Affairs and Local Governance section of  the Association of 
Japanese Geographers, to the “World Social Science Forum 2018”, that will take 
place in Fukuoka, Japan, September 25-28, 2018. The Forum is hosted by Kyushu 
University, supported by Science Council of Japan and by Japan Science and 
Technology Agency. For more information on the Forum, see the Forum website: 
http://www.wssf2018.org/index.html  
 
The proposed session is focused on theme 6 (‘Development and inclusion in urban 
and rural area’) and its title is ‘New governances addressing changing issues in rural 
and urban areas’. The session will consists of 6 papers from different countries.  We 
will receive the result of review of our proposal at the end of December 2017.  More 
information will be provided in the next Newsletter (June 2018) and will be available 
in the Commision website: https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 
 
5.10  Conference "Historical Geography of Ethnic Groups in China", China, 2018 
 
Jiesheng Na (Center for Historical Geography, Fudan University, China, and member 
of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) is responsible for the organization of the 

http://www.chalmers.se/sv/institutioner/ace/kalendarium/Sidor/Making-space-for-hope.aspx
http://www.chalmers.se/sv/institutioner/ace/kalendarium/Sidor/Making-space-for-hope.aspx
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Conference on "Historical Geography of Ethnic Groups in China", planned for 
December 2018, in Fudan University, China. The conference will focus on basic 
concepts, theories and methodologies. 
 
More information is available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 
 
5.11  Workshop on "The Centralisation turn in Local Governance", Pécs, Hungary, 
Spring 2019 
 
Ilona Plané Kovacs (Institute for Regional Studies, Centre for Economic and 
Regional Studies, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary, and member of the 
IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) will convene / organize a Workshop on the theme 
"The Centralisation turn in Local Governance", in Pécs, Hungary, in the Spring 2019, 
focused on the local government reforms implemented in the last decades.  
More information is available in the Commission website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 
 
5.12 Conference and Workshop in Africa, South America, and Australia/New 
Zealand, 2018 - 2019 
 
We aim to organize a conference or workshop in Africa (North Africa and Sub-
Saharan Africa), in South America, and in Australia/New Zealand in 2019. More 
information on this initiative will be provided in the coming Newsletters (2018). 
 
5.13  34th International Geographical Congress, 2020 
 
The IGU Commission on Geography of Governance intends to be present, as has 
been usual, in all IGU World Congresses. The Commission will discuss in due time the 
form of its participation in the 34th International Geographical Congress in 2020. 
 
6. OTHER ACTIVITIES BY COMMISSION MEMBERS 
 
6.1 Peter Schmitt (Department of Human Geography, Stockholm University, 
Sweden, and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) is one of the 
convenors of the PhD Course “Global Urbanism: Exploring the remaking of cities 
and regions”  at the Stockholm University, Department of Human Geography, in 
April 2018. More info at: 
http://www.keg.lu.se/sites/keg.lu.se/files/nationella_forskarkurser_-
_global_urbanism_2018.pdf 

https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/
https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/
http://www.keg.lu.se/sites/keg.lu.se/files/nationella_forskarkurser_-_global_urbanism_2018.pdf
http://www.keg.lu.se/sites/keg.lu.se/files/nationella_forskarkurser_-_global_urbanism_2018.pdf
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6.2 Peter Schmitt (Department of Human Geography, Stockholm University, 
Sweden,  and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering Committee) and Ilona Pálné 
Kovács (Institute for Regional Studies, Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary, and member of the IGU-CGoG Steering 
Committee) are involved in the ESPON COMPASS project (Comparative Analysis of 
Territorial Governance and Spatial Planning Systems in Europe). More info at:  
https://www.espon.eu/planning-systems 
 
 
7. PUBLICATIONS (consolidated list - 2016/2017 & forthcoming) 
 
Buček, Ján (2017). Why and When Countries Implement Local Public Administration 
Reforms: A Long-Term View of Reform Dynamics in Slovakia, 1990–2015. In Silva,  
Carlos Nunes & Ján Buček (eds.). Local Government and Urban Governance in 
Europe. Heidelberg: Springer, pp. 33-70. 
(http://www.springer.com/in/book/9783319439785) 
 
Buček, Ján & Mária Frassová (2017). Councils  in  City  Quarters  –  Overlooked  
Opportunity  to  Strengthen  Citizens’ Participation and Local Democracy in Slovak 
cities. Paper presented at 11th Slovak-Czech-Polish Seminarium - "Flows, Spaces and 
Societies in Central Europe“, Trenčianske Teplice, Slovakia, June 14-16, 2017. 
 
Buček J., Plešivčák, M. (2017). Self-government, Development and Political 
Extremism at the Regional Level: A Case Study from the Banská Bystrica Region in 
Slovakia, Sociológia, Vol.49, No. 6, pp. 599-635. 
 
Buček, J., Plešivčák, M., Przybyla V. (2017). Political geography: political ideologies, 
democracy and elections (in Slovak). Bratislava: Comenius University. 
 
Feitelson, E., Felsenstein, D., Razin, E. & Stern, E. (2017). Assessing land use plan 
implementation: bridging the performance-conformance divide, Land Use Policy 61: 
251-264. 
 
Glezer, Olga (2017). Prospects for Former Mining Settlements in Different Climate 
Conditions: Case Studies of The Russian North and North Caucasus. Paper presented in 
the International Conference 'Local Governance in the New Urban Agenda' (2017 
Annual Conference of the IGU Commission Geography of Governance), University of 
Salento, Lecce, Italy, 19-21 October 2017. 
 

https://www.espon.eu/planning-systems
http://www.springer.com/in/book/9783319439785
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Jankowski, Piotr & Kaczmarek, Tomasz (eds.) (2017). Participatory methods in urban 
planning. Rozwój Regionalny i Polityka Regionalna (Regional Development and 
Regional Policy) No 35. Instytut Geografii Społeczno-Ekonomicznej i Gospodarki 
Przestrzennej. Adam Mickiewicz University. Poznań. (Download: 
http://www.rr.amu.edu.pl/#) 
 
Kaczmarek,  Tomasz & Wójcicki, M. (2016). Participation in public consultations on 
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8. ANNEXES 
 
8.1 ANNEX I  
      IGU Commission on Geography of Governance, 2016-2020 
      (In: IGU CGoG website:  https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/aims ) 
 
I. Introduction 
 
 The International Geographical Union (IGU) is an international, non-governmental, professional organization 
devoted to the development of the discipline of Geography. The IGU was formally established in Brussels in 
1922. Its instruments are its National Committees (101, in 2016), Commissions (38, in 2016) and Task Forces (3, in 
2016). 
 
In 1984, the International Geographical Union established a Study Group under the title 'Geography and Public 
Administration', which was then used as the preliminary status before a Commission could be launched. It was 
replaced in 1988 by a Commission on 'Geography and Public Administration'. Since then, the Commission was 
renamed twice to reflect new issues and perspectives on the relation between   territory and public 
administration. In 2000 became 'Commission on Geography and Public Policy' and in 2008 adopted its current 
title 'Commission on Geography of Governance'. 
 
An important aspect of the initial period (1984-1988) was participation of Commission members in early debates 
about restructuring of local and regional government in the central European countries then dominated by the 
Soviet bloc. Two of the main meetings held in this period dealt with specific aspects of Poland and Hungary, and 
the wider debates in other Central European countries. Catalan regionalism and separatism also became a very 
live issue, with the Commission holding a meeting in Barcelona specifically to engage in the debate. A feature of 
the Commission’s activities was collaboration with other organisations, such as the Academy of Sciences in 
Budapest and in Warsaw, and with the Institute of Catalan Studies in Barcelona. An important partnership was a 
collaboration with the sister organisation of IGU, the International Institute of Administrative Sciences (IIAS). 
Robert Bennett represented the IGU Group at an IIAS meeting in Berlin in 1984 just prior to the launch of the 
IGU Commission (Study Group). This founded collaboration with a Study Group of IIAS on L’Amenagement du 
Territoire (The management of territory), formed mainly of lawyers and administrative scientists, who were also 
centred on Central European reforms. As well as its own IGU Commission publications, collaboration with the 
IIAS produced a key publication in 1988: L’Amenagement du Territoire et les Pouvoiurs Locaux et Regionaux 
face aux Mutations Economiques (Regional Planning and Local Government confronted with Economic 
Change), ed. Gerard Marcou (University of Lille).  This was interdisciplinary with members of the IIAS, with 5 of 
the 11 chapters written by IGU members. In February 1988, at the end of the Commission’s first four years, a 
path-breaking meeting was held in Washington D.C. jointly with the US Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations, and taking place in the Indian Treaty Room of the White House. 
 
The Study Group formally became a Commission at the IGU Congress in 1988 in Sydney. A key feature of the 
period 1988-1992 continue to be restructuring of local and regional governmental in the central European 
countries. In the build-up to the removal of the Berlin Wall in 1990, and its aftermath, the Commission took an 
active role in many activities to implement new laws and reforms in countries now freed from limitations on 
open debate.  One of its members, Jerzy Regulski became the minister for Local Government reform in Poland; 
other members in Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary and Russia became politicians, or were active as advisors 
and consultants. It was a dramatic period of change throughout central Europe in which the Commission played 
a small but important role. The Commission meeting in Moscow in September 1991 was uncertain, but did begin 
just as the siege of the Russian Parliament and Boris Yeltsin came to an end, with the parliament building 
surrounded by tanks. Collaboration continued with the International Institute of Administrative Sciences (IIAS), 
and new collaborations developed. A major meeting sponsored by the United Nations University (and others) 
took place in Spain in 1991 that widened the IGU Commission’s brief to developing countries, and also focused 
on the other key themes of the period of decentralisation geographically, and to markets, often focused on 

https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/aims
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privatisation.  The Commission over this period also diversified through many bilateral collaborations focused on 
developing expertise in the new regimes of Central Europe. Key exchanges occurred with Amsterdam (through 
Petr Dostál) and the London School of Economics (through Robert Bennett) to help colleagues in Prague, 
Bratislava, Budapest, Warsaw and other centres to access library resources and advice to develop new curricula 
for students, and to re-equip their teaching and library resources. 
 
The third four-year period (1992-1996) of the Commission maintained a close focus on Central European 
developments, but also now added routine sessions at the major annual conferences of Geographical bodies in 
many countries, especially the USA. There was also diversification of the Commission’s interests into wider 
concepts of governance taking debates further into understanding how partner bodies operated with formal 
government administration in different contexts. 
Commission members meet now regularly at its annual conference, held in different parts of the world, and 
during the sessions or panels organized within the program of the major IGU Congresses and Conferences. Field 
trips to study and discuss local issues has also been held as part of some of its annual conferences. 
 
The Commission has been highly active during its first three decades of existence, holding numerous sessions in 
all IGU major congresses and conferences, in addition to its own annual thematic conferences. The Commission 
facilitates the exchange of research outcomes, experiences and perspectives on local and regional governance 
issues in different contexts around the world. One of the outcomes of this joint work is the publication of 
several books and edited collections of selected papers in peer-reviewed international journals, namely in 
'Environment & Planning C: Government and Policy', 'GeoJournal', Acta Universitatis Carolinae / Geographica, 
Bulletin de la Société Languedocienne de Géographie, and in the 'International Journal of E-Planning Research'.  
 
The Commission publishes a Newsletter twice a year, which is sent by e-mail to all its   members. The Newsletter 
informs about its past and future activities, and provides information on meetings organized worldwide by 
national or local groups of geographers focused on local and regional governance issues. 
The Commission has its own website, a blog and an electronic mailing-list focused on issues of urban, local and 
regional governance. 
 
An archive of its past activities (1988-2016) is available in the website. 
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8.2  ANNEX II - IGU Commission Geography of Governance 2017 Annual Conference, 
Lecce, Italy - List of Papers Presented (Full Program) 
 
Full program, Abstracts and PowerPoints: https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017conference/   
 

*** List of Papers Presented *** 
 
PLENARY SESSION 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE CONFERENCE 
     • THE HISTORY OF THE IGU COMMISSION GEOGRAPHY OF GOVERNANCE AND PROSPECTS FOR THE NEAR   
         FUTURE: INTRODUCTION TO THE CONFERENCE 
         Carlos Nunes Silva (Chair IGU Commission Geography of Governance & Institute of Geography and Spatial  
         Planning, University of Lisbon, Portugal) 
     • THE 2017 ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE IGU COMMISSION ON GEOGRAPHY OF  
         GOVERNANCE on 'LOCAL GOVERNANCE IN THE NEW URBAN AGENDA': AN INTRODUCTION 
          Anna Trono (Chair Local Organization Commission & Department of Cultural Heritage, University of  
          Salento, Italy) & Carlos Nunes Silva (Chair IGU Commission Geography of Governance & Institute of  
          Geography and Spatial Planning, University of Lisbon, Portugal) 
 
CHANGING PARADIGM OF LOCAL GOVERNANCE IN HUNGARY 
Ilona Pálné Kovács (Hungarian Academy of Science, University of Pécs, Hungary) 
 
PROSPECTS FOR FORMER MINING SETTLEMENTS IN DIFFERENT CLIMATE CONDITIONS (CASE STUDIES OF THE 
RUSSIAN NORTH AND NORTH CAUCASUS) 
Olga Glezer (Institute of Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia) 
 
PANEL 1 
 
SIDELINING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: STRUCTURAL CONSTRAINTS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF LOCAL 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICIES IN THE UK 
Alan Patterson (Sheffield Hallam University, United Kingdom) 
 
EXEMPLARILY NATIONAL URBAN POLICY IN THE SHADOW OF THE NEW LOCAL GOVERNMENT MODEL 
CHARACTERIZED BY NATIONALIZATION IN HUNGARY 
Edit Somlyódy-Pfeil (Széchenyi István University, Hungary) 
 
MONITORING OF SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT FOR LOCAL DECISION MAKERS 
Robert Kovács (National University Public Administration,  Hungary) 
 
LOCAL GOVERNANCE IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCENARIO: THE URBAN WASTE MANAGEMENT IN THE 
COMPLEX CASE OF THE EARTH OF FIRES 
Marianna Bove (University Niccolò Cusano, Italy) 
 
GOVERNING URBAN REGENERATION IN SOUTH CHINA: EXPERIMENTING AND LEARNING 
Xiaohong Tan (Kassel University, Germany) 
  
PANEL 2 
 
PROBLEMS AND DETERMINANTS OF SOCIAL PARTICIPATION IN THE CREATION OF PUBLIC SPACE 
Mariusz Sienkiewicz (Marie Curie Sklodowska University, Poland) 
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IMAGINERIES OF CITIZENS IN URBAN DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES OF CITY OF VIENNA. A PLACE-ORIENTED 
LONGITUDINAL INVESTIGATION  
Werner Pleschberger & Rupert Wilhelm (BOKU University Vienna, Austria) 
 
LOCAL GOVERNANCE AND PARTICIPATION: THICKER DATA FOR RESPONSIVE POLICY 
Artie Ramsodit (CitySolutions.nl, The Netherlands);  Wouter Meys (Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences , 
The Netherlands) & Sruthi Krishnan (Fields of View, India) 
 
PARADOX OF CITIZEN CONTROL IN SOUTH AFRICA’S LOCAL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
Lethabo Meso & Johannes Tsheola (University of Limpopo, South Africa) 
 
CAN CITIZENS’ COMMITTEES PLAY A ROLE IN URBAN GOVERNANCE? THEORETIC REMARKS AND LOCAL 
PRACTICES IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CITY OF ROME 
Maria Cristina Antonucci (National Research Council of Italy, Italy) 
 
PANEL 3 
 
CULTURAL REGIONALISM, REGIONAL IDENTITY AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE IN THE POST-SOVIET RUSSIA 
Vladimir Streletskiy (Institute of Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia) 
 
CITY-REGIONALISM AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF STATE SPACES 
Juho Luukkonen (University of Helsinki, Finland)  & Heikki Sirviö (University of Oulu, Finland) 
 
GREY GOVERNANCE: SOCIO-SPATIAL DIMENSION IN INDIGENOUS LOCALITIES 
Erez Tzfadia (Sapir College, Israel); Avinoam Meir & Batya Roded (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel) 
 
MUNICIPAL GUNS IN JERUSALEM: LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ SECURITY RESPONSES AND THE (RE)PRODUCTION OF  
DIFFERENTIATED CITIZENSHIP 
Lior Volinz (University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands) 
  
PANEL 4 
 
TACKLING SUSTAINABILITY, CONSERVATION AND GROWTH : WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN A GLOBAL CITY 
 Eda Yucesoy (Istanbul Sehir University, Turkey) 
 
MEGA-EVENT MOBILISING SOCIETY: THE EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE 
Agnes Nemeth (University of Eastern Finland, Finland) 
 
GOVERNANCE OF CULTURAL HERITAGE: THE TERRITORIAL QUALITY INDICATORS BETWEEN PREVENTION AND 
NEW PROGRAMMING PERSPECTIVES. A STUDY CASE 
Valentina Castronuovo (University of Salento, Italy) 
 
LOCAL STRATEGIES OF URBAN REGENERATION. THE CASE OF NOVARA  
Raffaella Afferni (Università del Piemonte Orientale, Italy) 
 
OPPORTUNITIES TO TACKLE APATHY IN URBAN DOMESTIC WASTE IN URORA, BENIN CITY, NIGERIA 
Hope Iyawe & Daniel Irurah (University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa) 
  
PANEL 5 
 
TOWARDS MORE INCLUSIVE AND TRANSPARENT SPATIAL MANAGEMENT: EXPERIENCES OF PPGIS-TOOLS 
IMPLEMENTATION IN POZNAN METROPOLITAN AREA 
Tomasz Kaczmarek (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland) & Łukasz Mikuła (Adam Mickiewicz University, 
Poland) 
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OVERCOMING THE JOINT DECISION TRAP: MULTI-ACTOR MULTI-LEVEL DECISION MAKING IN THE BRUSSELS 
METROPOLITAN AREA 
Geert te Boveldt & Cathy Macharis (Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium) 
 
MODELING LOCAL DEVELOPMENT USING FUZZY LOGIC AND GIS: THE CASE OF A SOUTHERN ITALIAN 
PROVINCE 
Cristian Rizzo; Giovanni Pino; Tommaso Pirotti; M. Irene Prete (University of Salento, Italy); Luigi Piper 
(University of Bari, Italy) & Gianluigi Guido (University of Salento, Italy) 
 
ADAPTIVE REUSE ASSESSMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE BY MEANS OF MULTI-CRITERIA DECISION-
MAKING METHODS. TOWARDS AN INTEGRATED APPROACH  
Francesca Giuliani (University of Pisa, Italy) 
 
PANEL 6 
 
METROPOLITAN GOVERNANCE IN POST-SOCIALISM: SEARCHING FOR A THEORETICAL MODEL 
 Lukasz Mikula (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland) 
 
THE 2016-2018 MILANESE METROPOLITAN STRATEGIC PLAN: FEATURES AND LIMITS OF AN INNOVATIVE TOOL 
WITHIN THE LOCAL PLANNING FRAMEWORK 
Renzo Riboldazzi (Politecnico di Milano, Italy) 
 
URBAN SPATIAL STRATEGIES IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT: A SOUTH AFRICAN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE ON 
CITY REGIONS AND INTERMEDIATE CITIES 
Danie du Plessis (Stellenbosch University, South Africa) 
 
NEW CITIES GOVERNANCE: THE CASE OF MOROCCO 
Miloud Lahchimi (Center for Inspector Training in Education - Rabat, Morocco) 
 
PANEL 7 
 
SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE. FEMINIST ORGANISATIONS’ UNDERSTANDINGS OF AND 
STRATEGIES AGAINST VIOLENCE IN TWO CITIES IN HONDURAS 
Maaret Jokela-Pansini (University of Bern, Switzerland) 
 
 THE IDEA OF SLOW CITY AS A WAY TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. PERSPECTIVE OF SMALL TOWNS IN 
POLAND 
Urszula  Kaczmarek (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland) 
 
REFLECTIONS OF CITTASLOW IN TURKEY AND THE ROLES OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Füsun Baykal; Arife Karadağ' & Emre Ataberk (Ege University, Turkey) 
 
PANEL 8 
 
Petri Kahila (University of Eastern Finland, Finland) 
Tariro Kamuti (University of the Free State, South Africa) 
 
GOVERNANCE OF IMMIGRATION AND THE STATE-SOCIETY-BUSINESS TRIAD POLICY DILEMMAS IN SOUTH 
AFRICA 
Edwin Mwasakidzeni Mutyenyoka (University of Limpopo, South Africa) 
 
WALKING OVER HISTORICAL ROUTES AS KNOWLEDGE PRACTICE 
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Leonardo Marotta (Studio Associato Entropia, Recanati, Italy) & Giulia Motta Zanin (Associazione Culturale 
FuoriVia, Italy) 
 
DECLINE OR SURVIVE. A FIELD STUDY IN TWO ITALIAN FOOTWEAR DISTRICTS 
Mauro Capestro (University of Padua); Antonio Mileti (University of Bari); M. Irene Prete; Luigi Piper & Gianluigi 
Guido (University of Salento, Italy) 
  
PANEL 9 
 
FACTORS EXPLAINING POLISH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS' PREFERENCES AND ACTIVITIES CONCERNING 
MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE CHANGE 
Pawel Swianiewicz & Marta Lackowska (University of Warsaw, Poland) 
 
MAINSTREAMING CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCE IN URBAN DEVELOPMENT PLANS: CASE STUDY OF OMAN 
Noura Alnasiri & Yassine Charabi (Sultan Qaboos University, Oman) 
  
THE REINFORCEMENT OF THE ROLE OF THE CITY COUNCIL AS AN IMPORTANT DIRECT DEMOCRATIC 
STAKEHOLDER AT THE MUNICIPALITY OF TIRANA (ALBANIA) FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CLIMATE 
CHANGE ADAPTATION ACTION PLAN MEASURES AT THE TERRITORY OF THE CITY. 
Romeo Hanxhari (University of Tirana, Albania) & Jamarber Malltezi (University of Agriculture, Albania) 
 
 REGENERATIVE LOCAL BUSINESS MODEL 
Leonardo Marotta (Studio Associato Entropia, Italy) 
 
PANEL 10  
 
INTERROGATING THE METROPOLITAN QUESTION BEYOND THE INSTITUTIONAL INTERPRETATION. THREE 
RESEARCH DIRECTIONS 
Simonetta Armondi  & Matteo Bolocan Goldstein (Politecnico di Milano, Italy) 
 
COLLABORATIVE GOVERNANCE UNDER SIEGE: THE UNCERTAIN PROSPECTS FOR INTER-MUNICIPAL 
ASSOCIATIONS ('MANCOMUNIDADES') IN SPAIN 
Tony Gore (Sheffield Hallam University, United Kingdom) 
 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC TASKS BETWEEN THE STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT: CASE OF HUNGARY AFTER THE 
REFORM 
Laszlo Kakai (University of Pécs, Hungary) 
 
DEMOGRAPHICAL AND ECONOMIC CHALLENGES FOR LARGEST CITIES LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN HUNGARY 
Zoltán Hajdú (Institute for Regional Studies of Hungary Academy of Science, Hungary) 
 
INSTITUTION OF URBAN AGGLOMERATION OF ZAGREB AS A TOOL FOR SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF 
SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Jadranka Veselic Bruvo (City Bureau for Physical Planning, City of Zagreb, Croatia) & Martina Jakovcic (University 
of Zagreb, Croatia) 
 
PANEL 11 
 
COMPARING PLANNING SYSTEMS: CHECKS AND BALANCES IN ADDRESSING TENSIONS BETWEEN “GOOD 
PLANNING” AND THE ACUTE HOUSING CRISIS 
 Eran Razin (The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel) 
 
A STUDY ON THE SOCIAL DISTANCE BETWEEN SECOND HOME RESIDENTS AND LOCAL PEOPLE 
Meiling Wu (Sun Yat-sen University, China) 
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SPATIAL STRUCTURE OF HOMELESSNESS 
Clara Piolatto (Paris Ouest Nanterre University & National School of Architecture Paris-Val de Seine, France) 
 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GREEN BUILDING PRACTICES AND SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE USE IN LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS IN TURKEY 
Ferhat Arslan (Manisa Celal Bayar Universty, Turkey) 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT, NON-INSTITUTIONAL ACTORS AND OUTSKIRTS: THE CASE OF NAPLES 
Dario Chillemi (Università Niccolò Cusano, Italy) 
  
PANEL 12 
 
SUSTAINABLE URBAN MOBILITY AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE PRACTICES. THE CASE OF CYCLING IN THE ITALIAN 
CITIES 
Donatella Privitera (University of Catania, Italy) 
 
SMART MOBILITY AND SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN URBAN AREAS: TWO CASE OF STUDY IN SOUTH OF ITALY 
Gabriella Trombino (University of Trento, Italy); Ferdinando Flagiello; Dario De Vitis &  Bianca  D'Agostinis (Italy 
EAS Italy) 
 
THE HIGH-SPEED RAIL PROJECT IN CALIFORNIA: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL AND URBAN ACTORS? 
Charlotte Ruggeri (University Paris-Est, France) 
 
TOWARDS CO-MANAGEMENT OF LANDSLIDE RISK IN LOW-INCOME SETTLEMENTS IN MEDELLIN, COLOMBIA 
Harry Smith; Gabriela M. Medero; Helena Rivera (Heriot-Watt University, United Kingdom) & 
Soledad Garcia-Ferrari (University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom) 
 
THE URBAN PLAN FOR SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY IN BITONTO: PEOPLE AT THE CENTER 
Nicola Parisi (Politecnico di Bari, Italy); Tommaso Farenga & Luca Fraccalvieri (Engineering Company SIT&A srl, 
Italy) 
 
PANEL 13 
 
CITIES AND COHESION POLICY:  A GOVERNANCE DILEMMA? 
Brid Quinn (University of Limerick, Ireland) 
  
COHESION POLICY GOING LOCAL? THE LATEST WAVE IN COMMUNITY-LED LOCAL DEVELOPMENT IN FINLAND. 
Sarolta Németh; Matti Fritsch & Petri Kahila (University of Eastern Finland, Finland) 
 
COHESION BETWEEN URBAN SETTING AND INNER AREAS WITH A VIEW TO THE PARTICIPATORY DIMENSION 
OF CARTOGRAPHY 
Giulia Vincenti (University Niccolò Cusano, Italy) 
 
THE ROLE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THE CHANGES EXPERIENCED DURING AND AFTER BERGAMA’S 
(IZMIR/TURKEY) PROCESS OF UNESCO MEMBERSHIP 
Emre Ataberk (Ege University, Turkey) 
 
PANEL 14 
 
URBAN GOVERNANCE IN POST-APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA: URBAN GOVERNANCE SYSTEMS IN POLITICAL 
SPACE AND SOCIAL-ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
Simphiwe E Mini (University of South Africa, South Africa) 
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URBAN GOVERNANCE AND THE INFORMALITY OF UNPLANNED SETTLEMENTS FOR SOUTH AFRICA: A 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CONUNDRUM 
Johannes Tsheola & Lerato Mmotlana (Universtity of Limpopo, South Africa) 
 
A GAME OF LAYERING - PLANNING URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA 
Gerhard Kienast (University of Kassel, Germany) 
 
LOCALISM, DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE OF LAND IN SOUTH AFRICAS TRIBAL NON-URBAN SETTLEMENT 
Olga Makhudu & Johannes Tsheola (University of Limpopo, South Africa) 
 
GREENING THE AFRICAN CITY FOR SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT URBAN DEVELOPMENT: CHALLENGES OF 
GOVERNANCE IN MANGAUNG METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITY, SOUTH AFRICA 
Tariro Kamuti (University of the Free State, South Africa) 
 

 
8.3 ANNEX III - URL  
 

 Commission website: https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/ 

 2017 Annual Conference website: https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017conference/ 

 2017 Annual Conference Photo gallery (226 photos): 
https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2017conference/conference-photogallery  

 2018 Anual Conference: https://sites.google.com/site/geogov2018/home 

 Commission blog: http://igugeogov.blogspot.pt/   

 Commission thematic mailing list: https://sites.google.com/site/igugeogov/mailing-list 
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