
IGU COMMISSION ON AFRICAN STUDIES ANNUAL REPORT: 2019-2020 

A. INTRODUCTION 

The IGU Commission on African Studies (IGU-CAS) was formed in May 2017. It is headquartered in 
the Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Zululand, South Africa. It is a 
research and scientific body composed of and dedicated to African and Africanist scholars researching 
on issues around and in Africa, ranging from social sciences to natural sciences, but informed in the 
main by geographical, multi and interdisciplinary perspectives. This report covers the period 2019-
2020. Accordingly, this report focuses on the following, membership, website, meetings, fundraising, 
networking and publications. 

B. WEBSITE 

The website of the Commission is: https://iguafricacommission.org/. All events (past, current and 
planned with be displayed in this website). 

C. MEMBERSHIP 

The membership of the IGU-CAS can be broken down into two categories, which are the Steering 
Committee and corresponding members. 

D. Steering Committee 

1. Dr. Inocent Moyo (Chairperson) 
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies 
University of Zululand 
Postal Address: Private Bag X1001 
 KwaDlangezwa 3886 
South Africa 
Email:  minnoxa@yahoo.com; MoyoI@unizulu.ac.za   
Website: http://www.unizulu.ac.za/ 
T: +27 (0) 35 9026340| Office C 9/+27 72 106 2632 
 
2. Dr. Christopher Changwe Nshimbi (Secretary) 
DST-NRF RCA Research Fellow & Deputy Director: Centre for the Study of Governance 
Innovation (GovInn), Department of Political Sciences, University of Pretoria, Old College 
House, Private Bag X20, Hatfield 0028, Pretoria, South Africa, Email: csnzed@gmail.com; 
christopher.nshimbi@up.ac.za,  
 

 
3. Dr Alain François LOUKOU (Deputy Chairperson) 
Enseignant - Chercheur, Géographie des TIC / Lecturer, Geography of ICT 
UFR "Communication Milieu & Société", Université de Bouaké (Côte d'Ivoire / Ivory Coast) 
12 BP 650 Abidjan 12, Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast), GSM: 00 (225) 08 82 51 86 / 03 59 34 32 
Email: alain_loukou@hotmail.com 
 
4. Prof. Kenneth Matengu, Pro-Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation 
and Development, Office of the PVC: Research, Innovation and Development, University of 
Namibia, Tel: +264 (0) 61 206 3944, E-mail: kmatengu@unam.na, 
Web: http://www.unam.edu.na 
 
 



5. Dr Augustin Chabossou, Centre d'Etudes, de Formation et de Recherches en Développement 
(CEFRED), Faculté des Sciences Economiques et de Gestion 
Université d'Abomey Calavi (Bénin), Adresse postale : 04 BP 966 Cotonou 
Mobile : (00229) 97 98 23 22, Fixe : (00229) 21 38 12 55,  Email: achabossou@yahoo.fr 
 

6. Dr. Yazidhi Bamutaze, Head of Department, Department of Geography, Geoinformatics & Climatic 
Sciences, P.O Box 7062, Kampala, Uganda, Tel: +256 414 531 26, Fax: +256 414 531 641, Email: 
geog@caes.mak.ac.ug  
 
 
7. Dr. Ibrahima Sylla, Département de Géographie de l'Université Cheick Anta Diop  
Dakar, Sénégal, Spécialité : Géographie des TIC et de la Société de l'information. 
Geography Department of the University Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar, Senegal 
Email: ibrahima.sylla4818@gmail.com 

 

8. Professor A.I. Tanko, PhD, FRGS, Dean, Faculty of Earth & Environmental Sciences, 
Bayero University,PMB 3011, Kano, Nigeria, Tel: +234 803 263 8229, (2nd Vice President, 
Association of Nigerian Geographers - ANG), Email: aitanko.geog@buk.edu.ng 
 
9. Professor J.A.(Tony) Binns FRGS, FNZGS, FHEA, Ron Lister Chair of Geography 
President, Commonwealth Geographical Bureau, Past President, New Zealand Geographical 
Society, Past President, The Geographical Association (UK), Series Editor, Routledge, 
Perspectives on Development, Chair, International Editorial Advisory Board, Australasian 
Review of African Studies, Department of Geography/Te Ihowhenua, University of Otago 
Te Whare Wananga o Otago, PO Box 56, Dunedin, 9054, NEW ZEALAND/AOTEAROA 
email:  jab@geography.otago.ac.nz, phone:  +64-3-479-5356 (direct line),  
fax:+64-3-479-8706 (confidential),  fax: +64-3-479-9037  
 
10. Professor Hazel Barrett, Chair in Development Geography, Centre for Trust Peace and Social 
Relations, Coventry University, Priory street, Coventry, CV1 5FB.Email: gex037@coventry.ac.uk 

 

E. CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 

1. Dr. Madani Azzeddine Université Djilali Bounaama Khemis Miliana, Algeria, 
azzeddine.madani@univ-dbkm.dz - madani.azzeddine@gmail.com,. 

2. Mr Reda Alkot Mohamed, Geography Department, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University, Egypt. Email: 
reda_alkot@yahoo.com. 

3. Dr Karl-Heinz Gaundry, University of Freiburg, Institute for Environmental Social, Sciences and 
Geography, Freiburg, Germany. Email: khgaudry@gmail.com. 

4. Professor Tom Dietz, African Studies Centre, Netherlands Email: a.j.dietz@asc.leidenuniv.nl 

5. Professor Prof K Mearns, Department of Environmental Sciences, Office 135 Calabash Building, Tel  
+27 11 471 2973, Fax  +27 11 471 2866, Email: mearnkf@unisa.ac.za. 

6. Professor Melanie Nicolau, Director, School of Environmental Sciences, University of South Africa. 
Email:nicolmd@unisa.ac.za 



7. Professor Gijsbert Hoogendoorn, Head of Department, Department of Geography, Environmental 
Management and Energy Studies, University of Johannesburg, Corner Kingsway and University Road, 
Auckland Park, Johannesburg. Email: ghoogendoorn@uj.ac.za. 

8. Mrs Leizel Williams-Bruinders, Lecturer, Department of Geosciences, Mandela University, South 
Campus, PO Box 77000, Port Elizabeth, 6031, South Africa. Email: leizel.williams-
bruinders@mandela.ac.za. 

9. Dr Claudious Chikozho, Executive Director (AISA), HSRC. Email: CChikozho@hsrc.ac.za 

10. Miss Ernerstina Nkooe, Lecturer, Department of Geography, University of Free State. Email: 
NkooeES@ufs.ac.za 

11. Professor Brij Maharaj, Department of Geography, University of Kwa-Zulu Natal. Email: 
maharajB@ukzn.ac.za 

12. Carlos Nunes Silva, Chair: IGU Commission 'Geography of Governance'. Portugal. Email: 
cs@campus.ul.pt 

13.tembit@uj.ac.zaASClist,  

14. 17mms5@queensu.ca  

15. achabossou@yahoo.fr 

16.Adamu,Idris,Tanko: aitanko.geog@buk.edu.ng 

17. agnes.gnammonadiko@yahoo.fr 

18.Alain,François,Loukou: alain_loukou@hotmail.com, 

19.uni1versid.dz@gmail.com,  

20.Armand,Djoumessi,Mouafoarmand.mouafo@utas.edu.au  

21. Aubrey.golightly@nwu.ac.za 

22.azzeddine.madani@univ-  

23.yazidhibamutaze@gmail.com, 

24.bdodson@uwo.ca 

25.bdorsey@weber.edu 

26.bokomichel@gmail.com  

27. juniorsa2002@yahoo.co.uk 

28.Christian,,Rogerson;crogerson@uj.ac.za 

29.Christo.vanderwestuizen@nwu.ac.za  

30.clemence_montagne@yahoo.fr 

31.jesrashma@yahoo.fr 

32. mahmoud.ashour@art.asu.edu.eg 

33.eopiyoon@uwaterloo.ca 

34.ggeoegypt@gmail.com 



35.motabla_dd@hotmail.com 

36.emattua@ug.edu.gh 

37.GijsbertHoogendoorn:ghoogendoorn@uj.ac.za 

38.HaliHealyhhealy@uj.ac.za   

39.HazelBarrettgex037@coventry.ac.uk  

40.hebert.jean@hudro.qu.ca   

41.IbrahimaMBAYEimbaye@univ-zig.sn  

42.IbrahimaSYLLAibrahima.sylla4818@gmail.com 

43.Ivory Coast dabienassa@gmail.com   

44. jarkko.saarinen@oulu.fi   

45.jayner@uj.ac.za   

46. johnstoni@cortland.edu   

47.juliag@uj.ac.za   

48. KarenThomas-Brownkarentb@umich.edu   

49.KennethMatengukmatengu@unam.na  

50.Kenya ngaira06@yahoo.co.uk   

51.KevinMearnsmearnkf@unisa.ac.za   

52.khgaudry@gmail.com   

53.khong.w.k@gmail.com   

54.KoffiAdjalokoffi.adjalo@gmail.com   

55.koko.houedakor@gmail.com   

56.leizel.williams-bruinders@mandela.ac.za   

57.Madagascar rjoselyne@univ-antananarivo.mg   

58.madaniazzeddinemadani.azzeddine@gmail.com   

59.MelanieNicolaunicolmd@unisa.ac.za   

60.mfasona@unilag.edu.ng   

61.mgersic@zrc-sazu.si   

62.MichaelDziwornudzimike.md@gmail.com   

63.MichaelMeadowsmichael.meadows@uct.ac.za   

64.MikeDeVivomdevivo@grcc.edu   

65. mrabumbulu@uj.ac.za   

66.quistc16@mytru.ca   



67.RedaAlkotreda_alkot@yahoo.com   

68.Richard,J.,Grantrgrant@miami.edu   

69.RichardKatzrekatz@seattleschools.org   

70.SatiFwatshaksfwatshak@gmail.com   

71. ShuaibLwasashuaiblwasa@gmail.com   

72.SolomonUhunamureuhunamuresolomon@hotmail.com   

73.SolomonUhunamuresolomonuhunamure@gmail.com   

74.svercill@uwo.ca   

75.TejiriAwetotejiri.aweto@gmail.com   

76.ThandiNzamaNzamaA@unizulu.ac.za   

77.Togo kakibode@tg.refer.org   

78.Tunisia adnanehayder@yahoo.fr   

79.Ugandaugandageographysociety@gmail.com   

80.WalterLeimgruberwalter.leimgruber@unifr.ch   

81. Zimbabwecmutamb@arts.uz.ac.zw 

82. Simplice Yao Koffi: kofsiyao@yahoo.fr 

83. Malicia Scott: mscott1087@gmail.com 

F. SUMMARY OF MEMBERSHIP 

COUNTRY NUMBER OF MEBERS 
Algeria 3 
Benin 1 
Canada 11 
Cameroon 1 
Comoros 1 
Egypt 13 
England 1 
Germany 1 
Ghana 7 
Ivory Coast 7 
Lesotho 1 
Namibia 6 
New Zealand 3 
Netherlands 1 
Nigeria 2 
Portugal 1 
South Africa 25 
Uganda 1 
Tunisia 2 
Zambia 6 
Zimbabwe 7 
TOTAL 103 



 

NB: Its should be noted that these are undercounted totals because, the number 1, only denotes 
the person in contact, but the activities of the Commission reach the whole country, of which 
updated numbers are not currently available. For, example Lesotho has been indicated as 
showing only one person, but the reality on the ground is that the Commission activities have 
reached the whole country.  

G. MEETINGS 

i.  IGU COMMISSION ON AFRICAN STUDIES INAUGURAL CONFERENCE, 17-18 
MAY 2018, UNIVERSITY OF NAMIBIA, NAMBIA 

https://www.unam.edu.na/conferences/igu-2018 

The IGU Commission on African Studies held its inaugural conference on 17-18 May 2018 at the 
University of Namibia, Namibia. The conference, whose theme was: What is Africa’s response on 
global challenges: Understanding drivers of poverty and reducing inequality?  was a huge success and 
it attracted well over 60 paper presentations as well as posters and panel discussions. The conference 
began with an address by Professor Kenneth Matengu, Pro-Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation and 
Development, University of Namibia. This was followed by an introduction of the Commission by Dr 
Innocent Moyo (Chair: IGU Commission on African Studies). The major highlight of the conference 
was when the Minister: Higher Education, Training and, Innovation, Hon. Dr Itah Kandjii-Murangi, 
launched the Commission, much to the delight of the participants who were drawn from all regions of 
Africa and beyond such as Germany, Finland, USA and UK. The parallel presentations were lively and 
were constituted of papers from the natural and social sciences, which actually emphasised the nature 
and scope of Geography as an academic discipline.  

 

Chairperson of the IGU Commission on African Studies during the inaugural launch of the 
Commission on May 17, 2018, University of Namibia, Republic of Namibia 



 

Professor Kenneth Matengu, Pro-Vice Chancellor: Research, Innovation and Development, University 
of Namibia, during the inaugural launch of the Commission on May 17, 2018, University of Namibia, 
Republic of Namibia 

 

Minister: Higher Education, Training and, Innovation, Hon. Dr Itah Kandjii-Murangi, during the 
inaugural launch of the Commission on May 17, 2018, University of Namibia, Republic of Namibia 
 



 
 

 

Some of the delegates after the inaugural launch of the Commission on May 17, 2018, University of 
Namibia, Republic of Namibia 
 

ii. 2ND IGU CAS, UNIVERSITY OF ZULULAND, DATE: 16-19 JUNE 2019 

The IGU Commission on African Studies held its second annual conference on 16-19 June 2019, at the 
University of Zululand, South Africa. The conference whose theme was; Africa in the global imaginary: 
Towards competitive science and research, attracted well over 120 oral paper presentations. The 
conference started off on a high note with the opening address by the Dean of the Faculty of Science 
and Agriculture, University of Zululand, Professor Nokuthula Kunene, followed by an address by the 
Chair of the IGU Commission on African Studies, Dr Inocent Moyo. There were also three powerful 
key note addresses by one of the leading Decolonial thinkers Professor Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni from 
the University of South Africa, University of Cape Town Dean of Science and prominent professor of 
Geography, Professor Maano Ramutsindela. The third was Professor Richard Grant from the University 
of Miami. In addition, the Mayor of uMhlathuze, Honourable M Mhlongo also welcomed the delegates 
to the City by sponsoring a welcome cocktail function at the Council Chambers. 



 

Dr Inocent Moyo: Chair IGU Commission on African Studies 

 

Front seat: Professors Maano Ramutsindela (Left) and Professor Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni (Right) 

  



 

The Honourable Mayor of uMhlathuze M. Mhlongo 

 

 

Professor Richard Grant 



iii. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GEOGRAPHICAL SCIENCE FOR 
RESILIENT COMMUNITIES, ECOSYSTEMS AND LIVELIHOODS UNDER 
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE (GORILLA), 3 -5 DECEMBER, 2020 
KAMPALA, UGANDA 2020; https://gorilla.mak.ac.ug/about-gorilla-conference 

 

This conference was organised by the IGU Commission of Biogeography and Biodiversity, the IGU 
Commission on African Studies, Uganda Geographical Association, IALE African Chapter, the 
National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) as well as local stakeholders in Uganda.  

H. FUNDRAIDNG 

Through the Chairperson, the IGU Commission on African Studies managed to secure funding for the 
2019 Annual Meeting in the amount of US$ 44 322.62 (R500 000) from the National Research 
Foundation, Republic of South Africa. This means that, the 2019 meeting of the IGU Commission on 
African Studies, was funded by the NRF (Republic of South Africa) 

I. NETWORKING 

The IGU-CAS has established a collaboration with the IGU Commission Geography of Governance. In 
2020, the IGU Commission on African Studies worked with the IGU Commission of Biogeography and 
Biodiversity, Uganda Geographical Association, IALE African Chapter, the National Environment 
Management Authority (NEMA) as well as local stakeholders in Uganda in the organisation of the 
International Conference on Geographical Science for Resilient Communities, Ecosystems and 
Livelihoods under Global Environmental Change (GORILLA), 3 -5 December, 2020 Kampala, 
Uganda. 

J. PRODUCTIVE USE OF PREVIOUS IGU GRANTS 

 The IGU grant has been productively used to support young academics. For example, in the second 
annual conference of the IGU Commission on African Studies in 2019, a workshop was held for post 
graduate students. In addition to this, the attendance of post graduate students was subsidised.  

K. FUTURE EVENTS 

The IGU Commission on African Studies, plans to hold its 4th annual meeting in 2021, at the Nelson 
Mandela University, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. 

L. PUBLICATIONS 

The IGU Commission on African Studies published a conference proceeding in February 2020. The 
title is: Africa in the global imaginary: Towards internationally competitive science and research: 
Proceedings of the IGU Commission on African Studies Annual Conference, 17-19 June 2019, 
University of Zululand, South Africa. This can be accessed here: 
http://uzspace.unizulu.ac.za/handle/10530/1991 

Inocent Moyo (PhD). 

Chair: IGU Commission on African Studies 

15 December 2020 

 


