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The number of Globility Commission members 

The total number of members of the Commission is 191 (as of 7 December 2020) and the 
number of countries involved is 53. The increase in the number of members since 2012 has 
been 48 % (from 129 to 191 members). In the same period, the number of countries has 
increased by 5.5% (from 48 to 53). 

 

Country Number Country Number 
Argentina 1 Mongolia 2 
Australia 5 Mozambique 1 
Austria 2 Namibia 1 
Belgium 6 Nepal 1 

Brazil 4 Netherlands 3 
Bulgaria 2 New Zealand 2 
Canada 4 Nigeria 2 
China 7 Norway 1 

Croatia 4 Poland 5 
Czech 

Republic 3 Portugal 5 

Fiji 1 Romania 5 
Finland 1 Russia  3 
France 3 South Africa 7 

Germany 7 South Korea 2 

Ghana 2 Spain 14 

Greece 1 Sudan 1 
Hungary 12 Switzerland 2 

India 3 Taiwan 3 
Iran 1 Thailand 1 

Israel 5 Tonga 1 
Italy 9 Tunisia 2 

Japan 20 Turkey 2 
Latvia 3 Uganda 1 

Lithuania 1 United Kingdom 8 
Luxembourg 1 USA 5 

Malaysia 1 Vietnam 1 
Mexico 1   

TOTAL 191 
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2. Reasons for the permanence of the IGU C16.17 on Global Change and Human Mobility 

 

2.1. Past actions undertaken during the period 2000-2020: 

The Global Change and Human Mobility Commission (Globility) was created in the year 2000 
at the summit of a period of economic and social transformations dominated by the 
phenomenon of globalization, requiring the international collaboration of geographers and 
other scholars from Social Sciences. 

 

Globility Commission consists of a Chair, a Scientific Secretary, and a Steering Committee 
of ten members (ensuring the gender balance), each of whom from different 
countries and continents (Africa, America, Asia, and Europe all being represented). 

Globility Commission has favoured the exchange of relevant documents and information, 
and organized conferences both during International Geographical Congresses and 
in the periods between Congresses. 

Globility Commission has elaborated and implemented an annual (or bi-annual) report 
since its foundation with information concerning its Membership (expanding every 
year), Meetings, Networking activities, and its Communication and Dissemination 
plan. A compendium of papers, books’ chapters, and books published by its members 
on issues related to Global Change and Human Mobility is included in each report, as 
well as a photo gallery of the different meetings organized. 

Globility Commission has got an annual grant from the Executive Committee for the 
domain, maintenance, and annual updating of the Globility website. The web page is 
the main communication and information tool for the members of the Globility 
Commission and other scholars. 

Globility Commission has undertaken publishing contracts on the issue of Global Change 
and Human Mobility with different publishers: Springer (two books), Migracijske i 
etničke teme / Migration and Ethnic Themes (one special issue of the journal), and 
BELGEO (two special issues of the journal). 

The past actions, specifically undertaken in the period 2016-2020, are described in detail in 
the 2017, 2018, and 2019 reports. The Pandemic disrupted the planned actions for 
2020. 
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2.2. Proposed actions to be undertaken during the period 2020-2024 

Committee: 

Complying with the IGU statute’s rules, the Steering Committee has been renewed: four 
members have been replaced, and two former members have been appointed as 
honorary members. 

Objectives: 

Founding objective of the Commission: 

To examine and interpret those forms of human mobility that may be related to the 
processes of global change, to new forms of investment, local development, and social and 
cultural behaviour, all of them within the framework of the following processes: 

• The internationalisation of economic activities leads to new forms of short-term 
labour mobility, and a distinctive feature of such forms of mobility in the way they 
combine economic, social, and cultural functions and the globalisation of 
information and knowledge. 

• New forms of leisure, recreation, free time, and tourism have provided the bases 
and strategies for the development and restructuring of urban and rural regions. 

• Changes in the knowledge, use and valuation of global resources, and the 
restructuring of industrial activity transforming the patterns of labour mobility. 

• Changes in the organisation and flexibility of labour activities, and in the 
institutional structure of pensions favour the process of internationalisation of 
consumption, including retailing and retirement. 

• Perspectives on increasing forced (refugee) migrations. 

New objective of the Commission, following the founding one previously stated: 

To elaborate new thoughts and ideas about immobility in a pandemic time disrupting 
physical mobility; to assess the long-term impacts of the current pandemic on human 
mobility and inequalities. 

 

Major activities planned: 

Meeting: 34th International Geographical Istanbul Congress (2021) 

The Globility Commission will host 59 presentations and 10 posters (according to the 
current number of the accepted abstracts) for the following sessions: 
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• Human Mobility and Regional Disparities: patterns of migration from a comparative 
perspective. 

• Environmental Risks, Resilience and Human Mobility. 

• The Human Mobility Career: circular, onward, and return migrations. 
• The Role of Human Mobility dealing with Violence and Conflicts. 
• Human Mobility and Identities into Play. Belonging and Transnationalism. 
• International Tourism and Residential Mobilities: Global and Local Perspectives (Joint 

session with the Commission on Geography of Tourism, Leisure, and Global Change - 
C.20.17). 

The Commission expects to receive additional abstracts’ proposals in the new period of 
submission, extended to 2021 January, 11. 

Moreover, the Commission has proposed a new own session on the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic on mobility/immobility. The proposal has been approved by the Executive 
Organizing Committee of the 34th IGC and the call for papers is open. 

The title of the session is: “Human mobility in times of pandemic is going local?” 

Abstract: The concept of human mobility has been very successful in Geography and Social 
Sciences in recent times. There are many geographers who have adopted this perspective 
of analysis, named as mobility turn, as it reflects the links between social and spatial mobility 
and their interdependencies with respect to goods, images, and information, as well as their 
consequences. 

However, in a world where mobility flows have become increasingly important, the rapid 
spread of SARS-CoV-2 has rendered millions of people immobile. The liquid society has 
become solid. For this reason, it is worth discussing whether, when contagion will be 
reduced, we will return to a situation of mobility prior to the pandemic or, on the contrary, 
the feeling of vulnerability associated with it will generate important changes, not only in 
population displacements for work reasons, study, or tourism, but also in human relations 
and citizenship regulations. What will also happen with the mobility of those for whom 
mobility represents their survival (refugees and other displaced persons)? Will relationships 
be strengthened through information and communication technologies against 
interpersonal contacts? The pandemic forces us to rethink the world we live in and the role 
that mobility plays in it. Therefore, this session will welcome all those theoretical approaches 
to mobility in times of pandemic, as well as all those case studies on specific experiences of 
mobility/immobility in times of pandemic. 
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Meeting: IGU Paris Regional Conference (2022) 

The Globility Commission will propose five sessions on: 

• An assessment of the effects of immobility during the pandemic: experiences from a 
local perspective. 

• Regional disparities of mobility/immobility after the pandemic. 
• The virtual mobility: the role of networks replacing physical mobility. 
• New interpretations of the mobility turn in the light of the mobilities’ health risks. 
• The strengthen of care and health sector due to international migrations. 

The Globility Commission will propose to the Commission Geography of Tourism, Leisure, 
and Global Change (C.20.17), and to the organizers, a joint session on How Lifestyle 
Migrations and Residential Mobilities will be reconfigured after the Pandemic. 

 

Meeting: IGU Ecuador Regional Conference (2023) 

In a potential meeting – result of the collaboration between the IGU and the Association of 
Latin American Geographers – in Ecuador, the Globility Commission would propose some 
sessions on the issue of Human Mobility from the point of view of the Latin American 
regional context. 

 

Publications: 
• In compliance with the publishing agreement signed with Springer, a manuscript on 

“International Residential Mobilities: from Lifestyle Migrations to Tourism 
Gentrification”, encompassing many chapters authored by Globility members, was 
finalized on June 30th, 2020. The estimated publication time is the beginning of 2021. 

• In compliance with the agreement made with the editor of BELGEO (Christian 
Vandermotten), a special issue (2021-4, Armando Montanari and Josefina 
Domínguez-Mujica guest editors) will be published: “Is human mobility in times of 
pandemic going local?” 

• A selection of contributions to the IGU Paris Regional Conference will be made, and 
a monographic issue on “the COVID pandemic and its effects on mobility” will be 
proposed to a specialized Journal (decision on the specific Journal to be taken). 

  

Website: The Globility Commission will keep its website (www.globility.org) updated and 
will use it as a major tool for communication and visibility. 

 

 

http://www.globility.org/
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3. Communication and dissemination of research outcomes 

3.1. Publications 

A list of the publications of some of the Globility members on issues of global change and 
human mobility in the period 2019 - 2020 is reported here below: 

Amit, V. and Salazar, N. B. (Eds.) (2020) Pacing mobilities: Timing, intensity, tempo and duration of human 
movements. Berghahn. 

Amit, V. and Salazar, N. B. (2020) Why and how does the pacing of mobilities matter? In V. Amit and N. B. 
Salazar (Eds.) Pacing mobilities: Timing, intensity, tempo and duration of human movements. Berghahn, pp. 
1-17 

Andersson, E.K., Malmberg, B. and Clark, W.A.V. (2020) Neighbourhood context and young adult mobility: A 
life course approach. Population Space and Place. 

Brunarska, Z. (2020). Socio-Economic Dependence on the State and Voting Behaviour in Russia. Studia 
Humanistyczne AGH 19(1): 105–124. Doi: 10.7494/human.2020.19.1.105. 

Brunarska, Z. (2020). Post-Soviet Migrants in Poland: A Uniform or Heterogeneous Population? In: M. 
Denisenko, S. Strozza, M. Light (Eds.) Migration from the Newly Independent States. 25 Years After the 
Collapse of the USSR. Springer: Cham, pp. 511–532. Doi: 10.1007/978-3-030-36075-7_23. 

Castellano, M. e Montanari, A. (2020) Regione Lazio. Un nuovo turismo per il Litorale Nord. Manuale per 
promuovere la trasposizione del sapere. Sapienza Università Editrice: Roma. 

Castellano, M. and Montanari, A. (2020) Latium Region. A new Tourism for the Litorale Nord area. A Guide to 
promote the transfer of knowledge. Sapienza Università Editrice: Roma. 

Clark, W.A.V., Yi, D. and Zhang, X. (2020) Do House Prices Affect Fertility Behavior in China? An Empirical 
Examination. International Regional Science Review 43(5): 423-449. 

Clark, W.A.V. and Yi, D. (2020) Transitions to partnership and parenthood: Is China still 
traditional? Demographic Research 43: 143-168. 

De Jong, P.W. and Fonseca, M.L. (2020) The role of the origin country in migration aspirations: A cross-
national comparison of Master students in Portugal and the Netherlands. Population, Space Place. e 2325. 
Doi: 10.1002/psp.232514. 

Domínguez-Mujica, J., López de Lera, D., Ortega-Rivera, E. and Pérez-Caramés, A. (2020) El sistema migratorio 
de Latinoamérica-España: ¿Ha sido la crisis económica un paréntesis? Cuadernos Geográficos, 59 (3). Doi: 
10.30827/cuadgeo.v59i3.9223 

Domínguez Mujica, J.; Parreño Castellano, J. and Moreno-Medina, C. (2020) Vacation Rentals, Tourism, and 
International Migration: Gentrification in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (Spain) From a Diachronic Perspective. 
Handbook of Research on the Impacts, Challenges, and Policy Responses to Overtourism, pp. 237 - 260. Doi: 
10.4018/978-1-7998-2224-0.ch013 

Domínguez Mujica, J., Parreño Castellano, J. and Armengol Martín, M. (2020) Género y desposesión 
inmobiliaria en Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (2008-2017). Desafíos y oportunidades de un mundo en transición. 
Una interpretación desde la Geografía, pp. 639 - 648. Universitat de València: Valencia. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/psp.232514
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Domínguez-Mujica, J. and Díaz-Hernández, R. (2019) The dilemma of returning. The liquid migration of skilled 
Spaniards eight years down the economic crisis. Canadian Studies in Population. Doi: 10.1007/s42650-019-
00010-x 

Drbohlav, D. and Dzúrová, D. (2020) Social Remittances upon Closer Examination: Moldovan Migrants in 
Prague, Czechia and Turin, Italy. Problems of Post-Communism Doi: 10.1080/10758216.2020.1760723 

Fonseca, M.L., Esteves, A. and McGarrigle, J. (2019) Moroccans in Portugal: The Role of Networks with the 
Home Country in Migration and Integration Processes. In M. Paradiso (Ed.) Mediterranean Mobilities: 
Europe's Changing Relationships. Springer, pp. 107-116. Doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-89632-8_9. 

Fonseca, M.L. (2019) Migrações, envelhecimento demográfico, urbanização e despovoamento das áreas 
rurais. In R. Jacinto (Ed.) Transversalidades: Fotografia sem Fronteiras. Centro de Estudos Ibéricos: Guarda, 
pp.196-206. 

Göler, D. (2020): Places and Spaces of the Others. A German Reception Center in Public Discourse and 
Individual Perception. In: Glorius/Doomernik (eds.): Geographies of Asylum and the Role of European 
Localities. Springer, p.69-91. Free download: https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-030-
25666-1 

Göler, D./Dh. Doka (2018): Tourism and Transition in the Western Balkans. Albania as a Laboratory for 
Tourism Development. In: Südosteuropa-Mitteilungen 58, 4, p. 88-98. 

Göler, D. (2020): Research: https://hummingbird-h2020.eu/ 

Huang, Y., Yi, D. and Clark, W.A.V. (2020) A homeownership paradox: why do Chinese homeowners rent the 
housing they live in?. Housing Studies. Doi: 10.1080/02673037.2020.1793916. 

Huang, Y., Yi, D. and Clark, W.A.V. (2020) Multiple home ownership in Chinese Cities: An institutional and 
cultural perspective. Cities 97: 102-518. 

Hughes, J. y Sassone, S.M. (2020) Periferias urbanas y migraciones: bolivianos en Puerto Madryn. En S.M. 
Sassone (Directora) Migraciones Internacionales en la Argentina. Panorama socioterritorial en tiempos del 
Bicentenario. Buenos Aires, CONICET – IMHICIHU. ISBN 978-987-4934-00-0. 

Inglis, C., Li, W.  and Khadria, B. (Eds.) (2019)    Sage Handbook of International 
Migration. Sage. https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-handbook-of-international-
migration/book245296#contents 

Inglis, C., Li, W.  and Khadria, B.  (2019) Introduction: Understanding Migration. In C. Inglis, W. Li, and B. 
Khadria (Eds.) Sage Handbook of International Migration. Sage. pp.1-16. 

Inglis, C., Li, W.  and Khadria, B. (2019) International Migration Flows. In C. Inglis, W. Li, and B. Khadria 
(Eds.) Sage Handbook of International Migration. Sage. pp.177-181.  

Iorio, J.C., Silva, A.V. and Fonseca, M.L. (2020) O Impacto da COVID-19 nos e nas estudantes internacionais 
no ensino superior em Portugal: uma análise preliminar. Finisterra. Revista Portuguesa de Geografia, LV(115). 
Doi: 10.18055/Finis20285. 

Kaczmarczyk, P., Brunarska, Z., Brzozowska, A. and Kardaszewicz K. (2020). Economic Integration of 
Immigrants – towards a New Conceptualisation of an Old Term. CMR Working Paper 120/178. Centre of 
Migration Research: Warsaw.  

http://www.migracje.uw.edu.pl/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/WP120178_final.pdf. 

about:blank
about:blank
https://doi.org/10.1080/10758216.2020.1760723
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-handbook-of-international-migration/book245296#contents
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-handbook-of-international-migration/book245296#contents
http://www.migracje.uw.edu.pl/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/WP120178_final.pdf
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Klempić Bogadi, S. and Podgorelec, S. (2020) The Demography of the Archipelago. Migration as a Way of Life. 
In: N. Starc (Ed.) The Notion of Near Islands. The Croatian Archipelago. Rowman & Littlefield: London, pp. 89-
110.   

Li, W., Bakshi, K., Huang, X. and Tan, Y. (2019) Policies for Recruiting Talented Professionals from the 
Diaspora: India and China Compared. International Migration 57(3): 373-391. Doi: 10.1111/imig.12456. 

Li, W., Bedford, R. and Khadria, B. (Guest editors) (2019) Rethinking International Migration in China and 
India. International Migration, 57(3). 

Li, W., Bedford, R. and Khadria, B. (2020) Rethinking International Migration in China and India. International 
Migration 57(3): 310-316. Doi: 10.1111/imig.12587 

Li, W., Lo, L., Lu, Y., Tan, Y. and Lu, Z.  (2020) Intellectual Migration: considering China. Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies. Doi: 10.1080/1369183X.2020.1739393 

Li, W., Zhao, S., Zheng, L., Yu, W. and Li, X (2019) Intellectual Migration and Implication: Evidence from 
Chinese Student Migration. International Migration 57(3): 334-353. Doi: 10.1111/imig.12466. 

Machado, B., McGarrigle, J., Fonseca, M.L. and Esteves, A. (2019) Migrant Welfare tactics and transnational 
social protection between Portugal and the UK. Finisterra – Revista Portuguesa de Geografia LIV, 112: 27-43. 
Doi: 10.18055/Finis17809. 

https://revistas.rcaap.pt/finisterra/article/view/17809 

Malmberg, B. and Clark, W.A.V. (2020) Migration and Neighborhood Change in Sweden: The Interaction of 
Ethnic Choice and Income Constraints. Geographical Analysis. Doi: 10.1111/gean.12250. 

Matossian, B., Sassone, S.M., Escobar, B. (2019) Límites, fronteras e interfaces en espacios suburbanos: sobre 
las estrategias metodológicas para su estudio en el partido La Matanza. En E. Salizzi y J. Barada (Comp) 
Fronteras en perspectiva, Perspectivas sobre las fronteras. Buenos Aires, Editorial de la Facultad de Filosofía 
y Letras Universidad de Buenos Aires, pp. 57 - 92. ISBN 978-987-4923-47-9.  

Mendoza, C., Morén-Alegret, R.  and McAreavey, R. (2020) Inmigración internacional y emprendimiento en 
áreas rurales de España: Dinamismo y movilidades en pueblos pequeños del Empordà, 
Cataluña. Investigaciones Geográficas. Doi: 10.14350/rig.60172. 

Mendoza, C., Staniscia, B. and Ortiz, A. (2020) “Knowledge migrants” or “economic migrants”? Patterns of 
academic mobility and migration from Southern Europe to Mexico. Population, Space and Place, 26(2): 1-11. 
doi: 10.1002/psp.2282 (published on line 2019) 

Montanari, A. (2019) From Geographic Information Systems (GISs) to Geographic Information Science (GISc). 
In A. D’Ascenzo (Ed.) Laboratori Geografici in Rete: ricerca, didattica, progettualità. Labgeo Caraci: Roma, pp. 
9-26. 

Montanari, A. (2020) Covid-19 as an opportunity to tackle the phenomenon of overtourism in European 
historic centres: the case of Rome, Il Capitale Culturale, 11: 285-305. 

Montanari, A. (2020) Mediterraneo: mobilità umana e ambiente al tempo del Covid-19 The Mediterranean: 
human mobility and environment at the time of Covid-19). In L. Vasapollo (a cura di) Il Mediterraneo, in print. 

Morén-Alegret, R. and Wladyka, D. (2020) International Immigration, Integration and Sustainability in Small 
Towns and Villages. Socio-Territorial Challenges in Rural and Semi-Rural Europe (eBook). Springer Nature: 
London. ISBN: 978-1-137-58621-6. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2020.1739393
http://dx.doi.org/10.14350/rig.60172
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Morén-Alegret, R. and Wladyka, D. (2019) International Immigration, Integration and Sustainability in Small 
Towns and Villages. Socio-Territorial Challenges in Rural and Semi-Rural Europe (Hardcover, Print 
Book). Palgrave Macmillan: London. ISBN: 978-1-137-58620-9. 

Moreno, L. and Fonseca, M.L. (2019) Apresentação. In C. Cavaco, Turismo e periferia: o caso da Sicília. 
Associação Portuguesa de Geógrafos: Lisboa, pp. 5-11. 

Olteanu, M., de Bezenac, C., Clark, W.A.V. and Randon-Furling, J. (2020) Revealing Multiscale Segregation 
Effects from Fine-Scale Data: A Case Study of Two Communities in Paris. Spatial Demography. Doi: 
10.1007/s40980-020-00065-4. 

Otero-Enríquez, R., García-Abad, J., Domínguez-Mujica, J. and Pérez-Caramés, A. (2019) Inmigración y 
dinámicas territoriales en España: crisis y recuperación (2008-2017). Anuario CIDOB de la Inmigración 2019. 
Doi: 10.24241/AnuarioCIDOBInmi.2019.190 

Owen, O.M. y Sassone, S.M. (2020) Migración chilena y espacialidades diferenciales en Trelew. En S.M. 
Sassone (Directora) Migraciones Internacionales en la Argentina. Panorama socioterritorial en tiempos del 
Bicentenario. Buenos Aires, CONICET – IMHICIHU. ISBN 978-987-4934-00-0. 

Owen, O.M. y Sassone, S.M. (2020) Participación ciudadana y diálogos interculturales. Colectividades 
migrantes en el Valle Inferior del río Chubut. En S.M. Sassone, B. Padilla, M. González, B. Matossian y C. 
Melella (Comp.) Diversidad, migraciones y participación ciudadana: Identidades y relaciones interculturales. 
Buenos Aires, CONICET Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas – IMHICIHU Instituto 
Multidisciplinario de Historia y Ciencias Humanas, 61-82. ISBN 978-987-4934-09-3. E-book 

http://www.imhicihu-conicet.gob.ar/conicet/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/DiversidadMigparticipciudad.pdf   

Parreño-Castellano, J., Domínguez-Mujica, J., Armengol-Martín, M., Boldú-Hernández, J. and Pérez-García, T. 
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3.2. New accurate URL of the commission’s website. 

http://www.globility.org/ 

The Globility website is run by an IT independent supporter, webmaster, under the 
supervision of the Chairperson of the Globility Commission, Prof. Josefina Domínguez-
Mujica, and under the management of the Scientific Secretary, Dr. Barbara Staniscia. The 
website has a new domain since 2014; together with the regular e-mails, it represents the 
major tool for the exchange of information among the members of the Globility 
Commission. 

4. Continuation. Statement of the mission of the Commission 

By the one hand, the Commission appeals to scholars interested in the issue of change and 
mobility across the world. Owing to its ability to connect places and societies, human 
mobility is receiving an increasing academic attention among scholars. The ‘Globility’ 
Commission (Global Change and Human Mobility) promotes a new reading and recognition 
of human mobility in the context of globalization; it favours the exchange of knowledge 
regarding its different forms such as migration and tourism, namely, the diverse practises in 
which human mobility is displayed through different countries and societies. The 
geographical perspective allows researchers to find this common nexus as an important 
issue in the process of interrelation between global phenomena and local manifestations. 

By the other, the unexpected pandemic influences new interpretations and thoughts about 
the nexus mobility-immobility in times when physical mobility is disrupted at different 
geographical scales. Consequently, the long-term impacts of this pandemic on human 
mobility and their uneven effects must be assessed. 
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