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MEMBERSHIP 
 

1A. Commission on Population Geography Steering Committee Members, 
2016-20 
Professor Etienne Piguet (Chair) 
Institut de Géographie 
Université de Neuchâtel 
2000 Neuchâtel 
Switzerland 
Tel : +41-32-7181919 
Fax : +41-32-7181701 
etienne.piguet@unine.ch 
 
Professor Jianfa Shen (Vice-Chair) 
Department of Geography and Resource 
Management 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Shatin, N.T. 
Hong Kong 
Tel.: +852-3943-6469 
Fax : +852-2603-5006 
jianfa@cuhk.edu.hk 
 
Dr. Nikola Sander (Secretary ) 
Forschungsdirektorin 
Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 4 
D-65185 Wiesbaden 
Germany 
Tel.:  +49-611 75 2235 
nikola.sander@bib.bund.de 
 
Professor Martin Bell 
School of Geography 
University of Queensland 
Brisbane QLD 4072  
Australia 
Tel.: +61 7 3365 1111 
martin.bell@uq.edu.au 
 
Professor Charlotta Hedberg 
Umeå universitet, 
Samhällsvetarhuset, Plan 3 & 4 
901 87 Umeå 
Tel.: +46 90 786 56 02 
charlotta.hedberg@umu.se 
 
Professor K Bruce Newbold 
School of Geography and Geology 
McMaster University 
Hamilton, Ontario - Canada 
Tel:  905-525-9140 
newbold@mcmaster.ca 

 
Professor Pierre Kamdem 
MIMDEL 
Université de Dschang 
Cameroun 
Tél : + 237 94 58 38 02 / + 336 33 18 30 10 
pierre.kamdem@yahoo.fr  
pierre.kamdem@univ-poitiers.fr  
 
Professor Patrick Sakdapolrak  
Arbeitsgruppenleiter 
Institut für Geographie und Regionalforschung 
Universitätsstraße 7/5 
1010 Wien 
Austria 
Tel : +43-1-4277-48730 
patrick.sakdapolrak@univie.ac.at  
 
Professor Papa Sakho 
Chef du Département de Géographie 
Faculté des Lettres et Sciences Humaines UCAD  
Dakar 
Sénégal 
Tél. +221338254001 
papa.sakho@ucad.edu.sn  
 
Professor Darren Smith 
Professor of Geography 
Department of Geography 
Martin Hall Building 
East Park 
Loughborough University 
Leicestershire, 
LE11 3TU, UK 
Tel.: +44 (0)1509 222745 
D.P.Smith@lboro.ac.uk 
 
Professor Rainer  Wehrhahn 
Arbeitsgruppenleiter 
Arbeitsgruppe Stadt- und Bevölkerungsgeographie. 
Geographisches Institut 
Universität Kiel  
Ludewig-Meyn-Straße 14 
D-24098 Kiel 
Germany 
Te.: +49 431 880-2474 
wehrhahn@geographie.uni-kiel.de  
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Professor Yu Zhu 
Director 
Center for Population and Development Research - 
Fujian Normal University 
FUZHOU, Fujian Province 
350007 
P. R. CHINA 
Tel.: +86 591 83441543 
zhu300@fjnu.edu.cn  
 

Professor Brenda Yeoh Saw Ai 
Department of Geography 
Asian Meta Centre for Population and Sustainable 
Development 
National University of Singapore 
Singapore 
Tel.: +65-6874-5281 
Fax: +65-6779-1428 
geoysa@nus.edu.sg

Steering Committee Members, 2021-2023 
Prof. Martin Bell has resigned for retirement while Prof. Piguet, Yeoh and Shen have to 
step out according to IGU statute. Dr Nikola Sander has decided to resign as secretary 
but wishes to remain in the committee. Prof. Darren Smith has kindly accepted to step 
in as chair for the next period. Other members have been contacted and are considering 
to step in as vice-chair. Prof. Charles-Edwards Elin (Australia) enters the committee on 
Jan. 1st and replace Prof. Bell. The new steering committee shall be confirmed at the 
Business meeting of the Commission in Istanbul. 

 

1B. Commission members as of 31 December 2020 
The commission counted 390 corresponding members as of 15.12.2018 and 391 as of 
31.12.2020. The geographical profile remained similar with the UK, US, India, Russia and 
China as top origin countries (see table). 

 

 

Country Numbers % Country Numbers %
UK 43 11.0 Serbia 3 0.8
USA 31 7.9 Slovakia 3 0.8
India 28 7.2 Unknown 2 0.5
Russia 26 6.6 Fiji 2 0.5
China 25 6.4 Greece 2 0.5
Poland 22 5.6 Iran 2 0.5
Germany 17 4.3 Mexico 2 0.5
Canada 15 3.8 Netherlands 2 0.5
Australia 14 3.6 Senegal 2 0.5
Japan 13 3.3 Singapore 2 0.5
France 11 2.8 Taiwan 2 0.5
Spain 11 2.8 Belarus 1 0.3
Sweden 9 2.3 Belgium 1 0.3
Romania 8 2.0 Bulgaria 1 0.3
Switzerland 8 2.0 Burkina Faso 1 0.3
Czech Republic 7 1.8 Estonia 1 0.3
Brazil 6 1.5 Finland 1 0.3
New Zealand 6 1.5 Indonesia 1 0.3
South Africa 6 1.5 Ireland 1 0.3
Hong Kong 5 1.3 Korea 1 0.3
Portugal 5 1.3 Latvia 1 0.3
Austria 4 1.0 Lithuania 1 0.3
Cameroon 4 1.0 Mongolia 1 0.3
Egypt 4 1.0 Morocco 1 0.3
Italy 4 1.0 Slovenia 1 0.3
Thailand 4 1.0 South Korea 1 0.3
Côte d'Ivoire 3 0.8 Tunisia 1 0.3
Ghana 3 0.8 Turkey 1 0.3
Hungary 3 0.8 UAE 1 0.3
Israel 3 0.8 Ukraine 1 0.3

Total 391 100.0
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1C Commission’s URL  
The Commission had a specific website http://www.igu-popgeo.org/. The website was 
managed by Nikola Sander. A decision shall be made in 2021 whether the specific 
website shall be maintained or if enough information are to be found within IGU 
website. 

 

2. Meetings 

2A. Meetings organized (or sponsored) in 2020 
All activities planned in 2020 were postponed. 

 

3C Meetings and other events planned by the Commission, 2021 
The commission is involved in the 34th INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL CONGRESS in 
Istambul.  

 

There are 5 exciting population geography sessions organized at IGC2021 : 

 

• Session 1: Processes of population change, migration and development 

• Session 2: The Challenges of Transnational Migration and Social Diversity 

• Session 3: Climate change, migrations and conflicts  

• Session 4: Forced displacement, refugees, stranded populations and the 
“migration crisis” 

• Session 5: Short-scale mobilities and the environment: How environmental 
variability threatens crucial regional, provincial, urban or micro-mobilities. 

 

3. Networking 

3A Links with other IGU Commissions and Taskforces 
The commission pursue fruitful contacts. Especially with C08.17 Global Change and 
Human Mobility, C12.10 Gender and Geography and the new Commission on African 
Studies. 

 

3B Collaboration with other International and Inter-disciplinary 
Groupings, 2020 
The existing collaborations (e.g. with the International Population Geographies 
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Conference series, Population Geography Research Group of the RGS-IBG) will be 
maintained. 

 

3C Collaboration with ICSU 
No direct collaboration 

 

4. Publications 

4A. Newsletters, Special journal issues and Books 
 

Newsletter 

The IGU Newsletter was forwarded to all members of the commission. 

 

Selected Books 

The commission see his task as mainly a conference organizer where researchers can 
meet and discuss results before publication in scientific journals. The commission is not 
directly involved in publication activities. 

 

Journals 

Members of the steering committee are all very active in advisory boards of the best 
journals in population geography where they also publish regularly. 

 

5 Archival Contributions 
Publications are sent to IGU secretary general upon publication. 

 


