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Annual Report 2022 
(by Borna Fuerst-Bjeliš, chair, and Walter Leimgruber, secretary) 

 

A Membership 
 
A 1 Steering committee 2020-2024 
 
Chair of the commission  

Prof. Borna Fuerst-Bjeliš 
UNIVERSITY OF ZAGREB  
Faculty of Science, Department of Geography 
Marulićev trg 19/II,10000 Zagreb 
Croatia  
Web: www.pmf.unizg.hr/geog/en/borna.fuerst-bjelis 
E-mail: bornafb@geog.pmf.unizg.hr  
 
Steering committee members 

Ass. Prof. Firuza Begham Binti Mustafa  
Deputy Dean (Undergraduate), Faculty of Arts 
and Social Sciences 
University of Malaya 
50603 Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia 
E-mail: firuza@um.edu.my  
 
Prof. Ruth Kark 
Department of Geography Faculty of Social 
Sciences 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Mount Scopus, Jerusalem 91905, 
Israel 
E-mail: mskark@mscc.huji.ac.il  
 
Prof. Daichi Kohmoto 
Nara University of Education,  
Takabatake-cho, Nara, 630-8528  
Japan 
E-mail: daichizu@gmail.com  

Prof. Olli Lehtonen 
Department of Geographical and Historical 
Studies 
University of Eastern Finland 
Joensuu 
Finland 
olli.lehtonen@uef.fi  
 
Prof. Shoba Shrestha,  
Central Department of Geography,  
Tribhuvan University, 
Kathmandu  
Nepal 
shova216@gmail.com 
 
Prof. Márcio Valença 
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Norte, 
IIP · Departamento de Políticas Públicas 
Natal 
Brazil  
marciovalenca10@gmail.com  
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Prof. Alain François Loukou,  
Université Alassane Ouattara 
Bouaké  
Côte d’Ivoire 
Alain_loukou@hotmail.com 
 

Prof. Catherine Robinson 
University of Queensland, Brisbane St Lucia, 
QLD 4072, 
Australia 
Catherine.Robinson@csiro.au 
 

 
Commission Secretary 

Prof. Emeritus Walter Leimgruber  
Université de Fribourg/CH, Département de Géosciences, Unité de Géographie  
4, chemin du Musée 
 CH-1700 Fribourg 
Switzerland  
Phone: ++41 26 300 90 10 (secr.), +41 26 402 83 02 (private) 
Fax: ++41 26 300 96 47 (secretariate) 
E-mail: walter.leimgruber@unifr.ch 

 
A 2 Members 
 
There are currently 319 persons from 54 countries on our member list, 103 females. 

 
Algeria 1 Japan  13 

Argentine  9 Malaysia 4 

Australia  4 Mexico  3 

Austria 2 Namibia 1 

Bangladesh  2 Nepal  22 

Bosnia 2 Netherlands  2 

Brazil 2 New Zealand  5 

Canada  6 Nigeria 1 

Chile  1 Norway  3 

China, PR  5 Poland 12 

China Taipei 4 Portugal 10 

Costa Rica 1 Qatar 1 

Côte d’Ivoire 1 Romania  15 

Croatia 15 Saudi Arabia 1 

Czech Republic  7 Slovakia 1 

Denmark 1 Slovenia  9 

Ethiopia 2 South Africa  5 

Finland  7 South Korea  1 

France  9 Spain  22 

Germany  7 Sweden  14 

Hong Kong 1 Switzerland  12 

Hungary  2 Tunesia  1 

Iceland  1 Turkey 10 

India  14 UK   11 

Indonesia 1 USA  16 

Ireland 2 Vietnam 1 

Israel  6   

Italy  8 TOTAL 319 
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B Meetings 
 
The commission met on the occasion of the IGU Centennial Congress in Paris, July 18 - 22. 
Unfortunately, neither the chair nor the secretary could attend the event for health reasons.  

We had announced three paper sessions with the general topic of marginality. They were or-
ganized and convened by Irène Carpentier (University of Montpellier), Martine Guibert (Uni-
versity of Toulouse – Jean Jaurès), and Borna Fuerst-Bjeliš/Ivan Šulc (University of Zagreb). 
Two sessions were held in French and Spanish, the third in English. A total of 23 papers were 
presented. Three separate session reports had been transmitted to the secretary. 

The three sessions had different foci. Session I on large agricultural projects was dominated 
by case studies from Africa and South America, Session II was fairly varied, ranging from de-
mography to tourism. Session III concentrated on the Maghreb, particularly Morocco. Most 
of the presentations were in person, although in a few instances speakers or co-authors par-
ticipated online. 

Their overall impression was positive, and the papers offered a platform for methodological 
discussions as well as ideas for further research. Potential topics are spatial inequalities and 
how they are dealt with, the valorization of local resources, tourism and socio-economic de-
velopment, and regional agricultural projects in the framework of a globalized economy and 
the environmental challenge. 

 
Papers presented by session in chronological order: 
 
I. Grands projets agricoles dans les périphéries des Suds : des logiques adaptées aux transi-
tions actuelles ? (19 July, Martine Guibert) 
 
1. Frédéric Fortunel, La firme, le paysan et la qualité. Regards comparés Chine et Vietnam 
2. Damien CALAIS, L’intégration des périphéries par le développement agricole aux Émirats arabes 

unis : des enjeux géopolitiques et sociaux à la compétitivité économique 
3. Laetitia Perrier-Bruslé, Marc Piraux, Sortir du paradigme de l’isolat : insertions des grands projets 

agricoles dans les trajectoires locales. Étude comparée Bolivie (Norte La Paz) Brésil (Para, munícipe 
de Mocajuba) 

4. Soledad Figueredo, Martine Guibert), Pedro Arbeletche, Lógicas productivas en clave dinámica. 
Los grandes agricultores en Uruguay 

5. Eve Anne Bühler, Júlia Adão Bernardes, Roberta Arruzzo, Bruno Zucherato, Dans le sillon des 
grands projets agricoles : l’appropriation illégale de terres dans le Xingu-Araguaia (Mato Grosso - 
Brésil) 

6. Bruna Albuquerque, Samuel Frederico, Martine Guibert, Grands projets agricoles et conflits 
fonciers dans le Sud du Piauí (Brésil) : appropriation foncière et reconnaissance des populations 
locales 

7. Marthe Koffi Didia, Jean-Louis N'koumo, Evelyne Mesclier, Les stratégies des grandes plantations 
dans les périphéries de la métropole abidjanaise 

8. Akoua Assunta Adaye, Projet hévéicole et sécurité alimentaire des ménages de la Sous-préfecture 
de Famienkro, en Côte d’Ivoire 

9. Nicole Bernex, Agroindustrie et stratégies d’occupation territoriale, département de Loreto 
(Amazonie péruvienne) 

10. Célia Auquier, Anaïs Marshall, La permanence d’une action publique guidée par la logique de 
grand projet agricole. Les cas des projets Chavimochic et Olmos sur la côte péruvienne 
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11. Delphine Acloque, Grands projets agricoles dans les marges désertiques égyptiennes : entre para-
digme de la modernisation et contraintes environnementales croissantes 

 
II. Global and Regional Inequalities. What does the past teach us for the future? (20 July, Ivan 
Šulc) 
 
12. Ivan Šulc, Borna Fuerst-Bjeliš, (Post)pandemic tourism as a new challenge to marginal areas – se-

lected case studies of mountain and remote island destinations in Croatia 
13. Moira O’Neill, Dispatches from the Cold War: The geography of defense spending as a driver of 

socio-spatial inequality  
14. Mihail Eva, Alexandra Cehan, Ema Corodescu-Rosca, Sébastien Bourdin, Spatial patterns of re-

gional inequalities: empirical evidence from a large panel of countries  
15. Alfonso Vita, Paulo Nossa, Fernanda Cravidão, The geography(s) of the slave route(s) in Angola: 

developing the future and rescuing the past through memory tourism  
16. Krystian Heffner, Population Ageing and Decline as Marginalization Processes in Central and East-

ern Europe. Challenges for Regional Development Policy 

 
III. La valorisation internationale du local au sud de la Méditerranée : entre impasses et re-
compositions territoriales (21 July, Irène Carpentier) 
 
17. Damiano De Facci, L’entrepreneuriat au Maghreb comme instrument de développement local : les 

limites d’une politique publique 
18. Salima Salhi, Saïd Boujrouf, l’Inadaptation des actions publiques et globales dans les ‘zones ca-

chées’ au développement territorial standardisé de la région de Marrakech Safi- Maroc 
19. Merryl Joly, L’hébergement touristique : un nouvel enjeu de régulation et de gouvernance pour les 

pouvoirs publics marocains 
20. Sihem Kdada, Brahim Badidi, Les nouveaux dispositifs de mise en valeur des produits de l’oléicul-

ture : outil de recomposition des systèmes de production et des territoires d'"arrière-pays" au Ma-
roc 

21. Bouchra Karroud, Le lavandin à Oulmès (Plateau central marocain). La trajectoire perturbée d’une 
spécificité en construction 

22. Majda Mourou, Les terroirs du Figuier : Analyse du processus de mise en spécificité et de recom-
position des territoires par les politiques de valorisation des produits de terroir dans le pays des Ait 
Baamrane à l’Anti Atlas Occidental du Maroc 

23. Wafaa Benhsain, Saïd Boujrouf, Réserve de Biosphère d’Arganeraie : Innovation, émergence et re-
composition des territoires. Cas de la vallée d’Ammlen-Maroc  

 

An additional paper session on “Plight of the Marginalized Women in the Developing World” 
had been announced by Mohana Basu (India), but the plan could not be realized for tech-
nical reasons. 
 

 
C Networking 
 
C.1 Collaboration with other IGU Commissions and Task Forces 

We had no formal collaboration with other Commissions or Task Forces of the IGU in 2022. 
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C.2 Other collaboration  

Due to the pandemic, there was no formal collaboration with other organizations, with the Interna-
tional Social Science Council or the International Council for Science in 2021. 

 

D Publications 
 
D.1 Newsletters, special journal issues, and books published in 2018 
 
We issue two Newsletters annually, one in June/July, the second in December. Since 2017, they fea-
ture an editorial written by the chair. 
 
In addition, seven short NewsFlashes were sent to our members in 2022. They are a means to main-
tain contact and inform members of specific events or new publications.  
 

D.2 Books and other publications 
 
Two more volumes in the Springer Series ‘Perspectives on Geographical Marginality’ have been pub-
lished or are in production.  

1. Edited by Borna Fuerst-Bjeliš, Etienne Nel and Stanko Pelc, it comprises 16 chapters on 
COVID-19 and Marginalization of People and Places. It is a first attempt to assess the conse-
quences of the pandemic from the Commission’s perspective (volume 7). 

2. A further volume, Nature, Society, and Marginality edited by Pushkar K. Pradhan and Walter 
Leimgruber is scheduled for publication in early 2022 (volume 8).  

 
The series will be continued.  
 

 
D.3 The current accurate URL of the commission’s web site 

Our new website address is: https://sites.google.com/site/stankopelc/ 
It has been set up and is maintained by our member and former chair Stanko Pelc (University 
of Primorska, Koper, Slovenia ) 
 
The Commision has also a page on Facebook, maintained by Prof. Daichi Kohmoto (Kobe 
University, Japan) 
https://www.facebook.com/GeographicalMarginality 

 

 

Borna Fuerst-Bjeliš, Walter Leimgruber 
Zagreb/Fribourg, 30.11.2022 
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