International Geographical Union
Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting
Tuesday, 28" & Thursday 30" March 2023,
Lowell Inn, Stillwater, Minnesota, USA

Welcome, Apologies and Meeting Logistics

The meeting was chaired by IGU President Michael Meadows who welcomed Nathalie Lemarchand as
First Vice-President, Past-President Yukio Himiyama, Secretary-General Barbaros Goénencgil, Vice-
President and Treasurer, Holly Barcus, Vice-Presidents Ruben Lois-Gonzélez, Céline Rozenblat, and
Yazidhi Bamutaze. Apologies were received from Vice-President Bojie Fu, Phil McManus, Maria
Paradiso, and Assistant Secretary-General Pankaj Kumar who were unable to attend in person. Kumar,
McManus and Paradiso joined, when possible, via the Zoom platform. Meadows thanked Vice-President
Holly Barcus for facilitating the EC meeting and Macalester College for their substantial contribution to
the associated local costs. The Executive Committee (EC) meeting commenced at 09h00 local time on
both Tuesday 28" and Thursday 30" October 2023.

4.01 EC Member reports
EC members submitted their activity reports which were noted for summarising, as appropriate, in the
IGU annual report.

4.02 Financial Report

The Treasurer presented a brief financial update; invoices for 2023 have been distributed. Regarding
the Promotion & Solidarity Fund (P&S), a memorandum was tabled (Appendix 1), indicating the
procedure to be followed should the current custodian of the account, Past President Himiyama,
become indisposed. Meadows pointed out that the Statutes indicate state that the P&S fund can be
used “to further geography and to support geographers, especially from less equipped countries” and
that this can be considered in relation to future IGU Congresses and Conferences.

4.03 EC meeting schedule 2023

Kumar presented a proposal to hold an EC meeting, in the first week of October 2023, with substantial
financial support from the Department of Geography, University of Delhi. Discussion ensued regarding
the EC previous decision to hold only one in-person EC meeting annually, and that any others be held
in virtual format. However, in view of the pressing necessity of face-to-face discussion particularly on
the increasing roles of geographers under the current global crises and unique, extended structure of
the proposed meeting, in which EC members will, for example, have the opportunity to interact with
students and members of IGU Commissions in the field, it was agreed to accept the proposal. The EC
undertakes to have a full complement present, taking into consideration that the meeting coincides with
the closing of the IYBSSD and with the celebration of Geodiversity Day on 6 October 2023. Kumar
assured the EC that these will be accommodated. An invitation from the School of Geography and
Ocean Sciences of Nanjing University to host an EC meeting in April 2024 was discussed and, provided
that the visa situation is suitable, was accepted; exact dates to be finalized in due course. Bamutaze
suggested that the local hosts be asked to bear in mind the possibility of a structuring a programme that
enables the IGU to maximise the impact of the meeting. It was agreed to establish a small subcommittee
(Barcus, Lemarchand, Meadows) to consider the issue of EC member travel and ‘value-added’
possibilities for EC meetings.

Operations

5.01 Commission Excellence Award 2022

On behalf of the subcommittee, Lemarchand reported that 34 annual Commission reports had formed
the basis for evaluating the award. Disappointingly, a number of Commissions had failed to submit
annual reports. In recognition of its range of activities, publications, communication, and overall
engagement, the IGU Commission on Geography and Gender is the recipient of the IGU Commission
Excellence Award for 2022. This is the second time this Commission has received the award.
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Lemarchand agreed to circulate the sub-committee’s full report, and in the meantime, Meadows will
inform the Commission’s chair, after which the announcement can be made on the website. EC
members are to contact the chairs of shortlisted Commissions to discuss with them possible future
steps.

5.02 IGU Statutes

The final version of the Statutes, approved by the General Assembly in Paris was approved and will be
published on the website following translation into French (Rozenblat). The revised statutes are
attached as Appendix 2.

5.03 IGU Social Media

There was discussion regarding the various social media outlets, especially the lack of activity and
coordination. Ideally, any information needs to be shared across all platforms. Meadows suggested
that the IGU EC consider appointing a part-time social media officer, employed for a few hours a week
and Rozenblat agreed to approach a graduate student at Lausanne in this regard.

5.04 IGU Bulletin

Meadows reported that the latest volume (69-70) is now taking shape and should be ready within a few
months. Génencgil will begin preparation of the next volume (71-72). It was agreed that only a small
number of paper copies will be printed.

5.05 IGU e-newsletter

The editor, Rozenblat, continues to ensure timely publication and noted that, in the distribution of the
most recent issue, there are positive indications of greater visibility. She outlined several options for
increasing distribution, harnessing additional email contact lists from, for example, those collected at
the AAG annual meeting, or the IGU Dublin Congress mailing list.

5.06 IGU Publications/Springer AGES

Himiyama reported that the IGU Springer series entitled: Advances in Geographical and Environmental
Sciences is proceeding very well and that there are many good proposals in the pipeline. Three volumes
have already been published in 2023, and several more in preparation. Barcus noted that there are
now two volumes published in the Edward Elgar series, with others at the proposal stage.

5.07 IGU Handbook

Gonencgil shared a draft of the updated handbook, Lemarchand emphasized the need for a published
set of operating procedures and guidelines, for example to assist local organizing committees in
preparing to host congresses and conferences, but recognizes also the need for an additional narrative
outlining the modern context of the organization and its relationship with academic Geography and
science in general. The handbook still requires further development if it is to be a valuable working
document, for example, for Commission and National Committee chairs. Gonencgil, assisted by
Meadows and Lemarchand, were assigned to coordinate the next version of the handbook to be tabled
at the next meeting.

5.08 Memorandum of Agreement for Thematic Conferences

The draft MoA, having been circulated previously was tabled (Appendix 3). Following discussion and
amendment of several items, the draft was approved and will be included, along with the MoA for
Congresses and Conferences as an appendix to the revised handbook in due course.

5.09 International Encyclopaedia of Geography

Himiyama circulated a draft of a contribution to the International Encyclopaedia of Geography for
comment. Following additional editorial amendments, the manuscript will be submitted to the editor.
Meadows expressed the appreciation of the EC to Himiyama for his fine efforts.

5.10 IGU Website

Rozenblat made a number of suggestions to improve the structure and accessibility of the website,
especially regarding forthcoming events and ‘opportunities’, and agreed to compile and send a detailed
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checklist of suggestions to Kumar and Meadows. In regard to the ‘fake’ IGU website, following an
investigation, Rozenblat reported that the ‘owner’ of the site had been contacted, but that she has been
advised not to enter into any further correspondence with the individual concerned. There are
approximately 400 other websites that have links to the ‘fake’ IGU URL. It was agreed to contact these
site-owners individually to ensure that they correct the link (Rozenblat). Kumar reported that the current
bandwidth allocation appears to be sufficient but that this continues to be monitored.

5.11 Honors and Awards
Himiyama agreed to approach the chair of the Honors and Awards committee regarding the Honors and
Awards for 2024 - to be announced and presented at the 2024 IGC in Dublin, Ireland.

5.12 Letter from the Polish Academy of Sciences

The EC noted a letter from the Polish Academy of Sciences, in which the Academy’s President
highlighted the efforts on the scientific community in Poland to support their equivalents in Ukraine.
Meadows had replied, indicating that the IGU has waived annual membership fees of both Poland and
Ukraine in 2022 and 2023. Rozenblat suggested that we should collate information from the IGU
National Committees regarding any initiatives that are underway in respect of supporting the Ukraine
geographical community (Gonencggil). It was agreed that IGU may subsidize the attendance of a
Ukraine team at the iGeo in Dublin 2024.

IGU Conferences and Congresses

6.01 Extraordinary International Geographical Congress, Paris 2022 and iGEO

Lemarchand reflected on the comprehensive report on the Paris Congress that was previously
circulated (Appendix 4). The report provides an excellent resource for future Congress and Conference
local organizing committees. Despite uncertainties due to COVID, a substantial number of late
registrations were paid which, taken together with one-day on-site registrations, ensured the financial
viability of the Congress. In all, more than 2000 delegates attended in person, plus several hundred
online. As a result, the Congress has made a modest financial surplus, the agreed proportion of which
will be transferred to the P&S fund in due course. The Paris local organizing committee has proposed
several innovative promotional projects to utilize the remaining surplus and will report on these in future.
It was agreed that the Congress had been a great success and had achieved its various goals.
Meadows, on behalf of the entire IGU community, expressed his great appreciation to Lemarchand and
her team for their hard work over many years, and for the legacy that this Congress now promises to
leave.

6.02 Report on the IGU Thematic Conference 24-25 November 2022, Mahandregarh, India
The report on the thematic conference submitted by Kumar was noted with appreciation (Appendix 5).

6.03 IGU Thematic Conference 4-6 April 2023, Osaka, Japan

Himiyama reported briefly on progress with this conference and, despite some challenges for recipients
of travel grants due to increased airfares, is on schedule. The EC will be represented in the opening
ceremony (hybrid) by Meadows.

6.04 IGU Thematic Conference 6-8 June 2023, Milan — Italy
Paradiso reported that this conference organization is going well and that she will represent the EC at
the opening ceremony in person.

6.05 IGU Thematic Conference 20-23 August 2023, Mexico City — Mexico

Lois-Gonzalez reported that organization of this thematic conference, to be held at the University of
Mexico, is now fully operational with the support of six Commissions. More than 100 abstracts have
been received.

6.06 International Geographical Congress, Dublin 2024



Organization for the Dublin Congress is progressing well. Several EC members, along with members
of the Dublin local organizing committee, operated a booth at the Denver AAG conference exhibition. It
is clear that there is very considerable interest in participating in the Dublin Congress. Lemarchand
noted with appreciation the quality of promotional material and the fact that it is also in French, and will
approach the local organizing committee to explore the possibility of holding one or more sessions with
French as the language of communication (Lemarchand). Barcus noted the need for a travel grants
committee (Barcus, Meadows, Bamutaze).

6.07 IGU Thematic Conference, 3-5 June 2024, Quito, Ecuador

Lois-Gonzalez reported that the preparation for this conference, under the auspices of FLACSO, which
is providing some financial support, is beginning to take shape. The first circular is to be distributed
shortly. The Memorandum of Agreement needs to be shared urgently with the local organizers (Lois-
Gonzalez).

6.08 IGU Thematic Conference, 2025, Cairo, Egypt

It was reported that Meadows, Gonencggil and Lois-Gonzalez informally visited members of the Egyptian
Geographical Society (EGS) in January. The first International Geographical Congress outside Europe
was held there in 1925 and, therefore, 2025 presents an opportune moment to celebrate this centennial
through a thematic conference, while at the same time opening up an IGU event to geographers from
the Arab world and Africa. Initial discussions have suggested that this could take place in April 2025.
A formal proposal is awaited and, in the meantime the Conference MoA should be shared with them.
The potential local organizers are to be encouraged to attend the Dublin 2024 Congress. Lois-Gonzalez
will continue to liaise with the contacts in Egypt.

6.09 IGU Regional Conference 2026
Gonencgil reported that initial planning for this conference is underway.

6.10 International Geographical Congress, Melbourne 9-14 July 2028

McManus reported on the situation regarding the 2028 Congress. The proposal was originally submitted
by a local organizing committee at the University of Melbourne in partnership with the Institute of
Australian Geographers. However, there have been structural changes at the University of Melbourne
and there is a need to reconstitute the local organizing committee. The need for action is urgent, and it
was agreed that MacManus will approach the Institute of Australian Geographers with a view to
reactivating the proposal to ensure its success and presentation to the participants at the General
Assembly of the Dublin Congress next year.

6.11 Future Congresses and Conferences
Calls for proposals for 2030 IGU Regional Conference and 2032 IGU Congress need to be made in
time for them to be presented to the General Assembly of the 2024 Dublin Congress.

Cooperation and Outreach

7.011YBSSD

Meadows reported on the proposal for a 24 hour “Webinathon”, scheduled for 5" June 2023. A tentative
structure of this event has been established, although further details are awaited. Suggestions for
possible additional topics and interventions were shared. Meadows agreed to remain in contact with
the organizers. There is a separate meeting of the group on 4™ April 2023 to discuss the prospects for
extending I'YBSSD to the Decade of Basic Sciences for Sustainable Development.

7.02 AAG

Meadows reported that he and Barcus had met with the Executive Director and President of the AAG
and discussed possible synergies between the two organizations. It was suggested that cooperation
between relevant IGU Commissions/AAG Specialty Groups could be promoted, with the possibility of
jointly sponsored sessions at future IGU/AAG meetings. Bamutaze agreed to contact the chair of the
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African Studies Commission in this regard. Barcus reported on the successful social event that had
been arranged for the Friday evening of the conference was jointly sponsored by the IGU, the Dublin
Congress, and Macalester College.

7.03 EGAL/UGAL XIX Meeting of Geographies of Latin America and the Caribbean — EGALC
Lois-Gonzalez reported that this event is scheduled for June 26™ to 30" 2023 at the University of Santo
Domingo in the Dominican Republic. IGU has proposed a session, with submission of abstracts open
to April 20" 2023, and full paper submission by May 20" 2023. Barcus and Lois-Gonzalez will be in
attendance.

7.04 Geodiversity Day

Himiyama highlighted that a further online meeting of the Geodiversity group was held and that four
suggestions had been received regarding IGU activities associated with the next International
Geodiversity Day on 6" October. Himiyama agreed to coordinate a two-hour online workshop event
(with four sessions) on that day to highlight the concept of geodiversity from the geographical
perspective, emphasising that this includes both human and physical geography. Since on that day,
the EC will be meeting in person in India, it may be possible to involve local geographers in the event
directly.

7.05 International Science Council (ISC)

The upcoming mid-term ISC meeting in Paris (10th to 11" May 2023) will be attended by Meadows and
Lemarchand. [ISC had called for discussion and topics, and Meadows had submitted the issue of
Education, specifically in relation to sustainable development (ESD), while Lemarchand suggested
issues of Open Science, the link between ISC and UNESCO, as well as ISC communications. Meadows
is a member of the ISC Working Group on Constitutional Reform, which is on the meeting agenda. Itis
anticipated that a new constitution will be adopted at the ISC General Assembly in Oman in 2024.
Himiyama emphasised the importance of ESD for ISC and SDGs, and that ISC needs to acknowledge
the importance of primary and secondary education. He further noted that this issue also has a bearing
on the UNESCO-ISC relationship. We also need to protect the proportional power of the natural and
physical to social sciences, as well as the Unions/Associations balance. Meadows will chair a meeting
of the GeoUnions in Paris, but the structure of the programme is not yet finalised.

7.05a ISC UN Water Conference

Frank Winde, chair of the IGU Commission on Water Sustainability, represented the ISC at the recent
UN Water Conference and had the opportunity to present a short ‘intervention’. The ISC brief, that was
prepared for the conference, is attached as Appendix 6

7.05b ISC Standing Committee for Gender Equality in Science

Lemarchand attended the ISC-GES meeting in Paris on 13" — 14™" February as representative of IGU,
with Marianne Blidon from the steering committee of IGU Commission on Gender and Geography. It
was the first in-person SCGES meeting since September 2020, the date of the establishment of the
International Science Council. The SCGES has 20 International Unions or Associations, nearly all of
whom were represented at the meeting which focused on the practices, programmes and tools that
each partner have to improve a gender equality in their own contexts. The SCGES organises and
promotes a webinar series, and the IGU Commission on Gender and Geography has been solicited to
present one during 2023. Lemarchand is taking over from Rozenblat as IGU representative for the
SCGES.

7.06 CIPSH

Himiyama tabled a number of documents in regard to the International Council for Philosophy and
Human Sciences. Nominations for the Executive Committee of CIPSH are due to be submitted by not
later than 315 May 2023. Meadows agreed to write to prospective candidates to inquire regarding their
availability for nomination to the CIPSH Executive Committee positions. In response to a meeting with
the CIPSH President, Himiyama shared a number of ongoing and prospective CIPSH initiatives.
BRIDGES is an international coalition to strengthen the sustainability science domain as a renewed,
integrated approach that builds from the humanities, encompassing the social and natural sciences, the
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Arts and other knowledge domains, through a process of co-design and co-construction that values the
relevance of critical reasoning. CIPSH seeks the support of IGU in promoting BRIDGES and its role in
sustainability science in research and education. Himiyama agreed to draft an announcement for the
IGU webpage and IGU e-Newsletter.

7.07 Other organizations

Following the letter from the Catalan Geographical Society regarding membership of the IGU, scrutiny
of the Statutes reveals that ‘corresponding member’ is the most appropriate category, and that the
similar approach by the Royal Scottish Geographical Society can also be approved.

Himiyama reported on the Asian Geographical Association Conference held in Thai Nguyen, Vietham,
from 5th to 9" September 2022.

7.08 Other events

7.08a FIG 2023

As in the last 34 years, on the first weekend of October (29" September to 15t October 2023), the town
of St-Dié-des-Vosges organises the "Festival International de Géographie”. This year's theme is
"Emergencies" and the guest country is Chile. Enrique Aliste Almuna and Maria Cristina Fragkou from
the University of Chile are invited by the festival to participate in two round tables on the theme of
"emergencies". Lemarchand, a member of the organising committee on behalf of the IGU, will organise
and participate in a round table on “Emergencies” with the French National Committee (CNFG), the
Association of History and Geography Teachers at secondary level (APHG) and the Federative
Association of French Geography Students (AFNEG).

7.08b Geonight 2023

Geonight is to be held this year on Friday 14™ April 2023, launched from the GeoNight platform designed
and managed by colleagues in ltaly by colleagues in Italy. There will be a meeting of the organizing
committee the day before to launch the event which, encouragingly, continues to grow in terms of
participation. Meadows is unable to participate, and Lemarchand agreed to stand in for him.

7.08c Eugeo 2023
The opening ceremony of Eugeo, in Barcelona, will have representation from the IGU Executive
Committee (Lemarchand, Lois-Gonzalez). The Dublin Congress will be strongly marketed at this event.

7.08d AIGF

Lemarchand introduced “Association Internationale de Géographie Francophone” , which represents a
newly founded and important opportunity for French-speaking geographers, including those from Africa.
The inaugural event is planned for Morocco in June 2023; Lemarchand is organizing a session on
‘Retail’, with at least 14 papers accepted for presentation.

7.9 Other business

Meadows noted that Rozenblat has taken over as chair of the UN-GGIM Geospatial group and will
attend the next meeting of the committee in New York in July this year.

Adjourn
Meadows thanked all for their attendance and positive contribution. He expressed particular
appreciation to Holly Barcus, for a wonderful field excursion, all logistical arrangements for the EC
meeting, and related hospitality. The meeting adjourned at 17h15 local time on 30" March 2023.



