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1. Highlights of the IGU Executive Committee (EC) meetings of 2024

Year 2024 witnessed six business meetings of IGU Executive Committee. Two were held on-
line using zoom on Wednesday, 315t January 2024 and on 29" May 2024. Three in-person
meetings of the executive committee were held as follows: Wednesday 10" and Thursday
11" April 2024 at the School of Geography and Ocean Sciences, Nanjing University, China;
Friday 23" August & 29" August 2024, University College Dublin and Dublin City University,
Ireland. One was held in hybrid mode ( in-person/online)on 22" and 23" November 2024 at
the Department of Geography, Universitat de les llles Balears, Palma, Spain. The meetings
ensure comprehensive engagement and collaboration of EC colleagues. Engagement with
local geographers in the host institutions is also an important element of these meetings,
especially in Nanjing and Mallorca. These strategic gatherings play a crucial role in
addressing pertinent matters of IGU business and governance.

The first IGU EC meeting convened online on Wednesday, 31% January 2024 was
conducted online, and chaired by IGU President Michael Meadows (MM) who welcomed all
EC members to the meeting. The agenda covered a wide range of IGU business, including
organizational matters such approving the interim financial report and update on country dues
status, information sharing on upcoming meetings, and review of the IGU Commission reports
and the report of the IGU Commission Excellence Award subcommittee. Several operational
matters were also discussed, including progress with the IGU Bulletin, IGU ethics and
research integrity, and IGU archives. Information related to future IGU events, including the
Thematic Conference, 15" -17" May 2024, in Quito, Ecuador, the IGC Dublin 2024, the
Thematic Conference, 2025, Cairo, Egypt, the IGU Regional Conference, 2026, and the
Melbourne 2029 Congress was also shared. Under cooperation and outreach activities EC
primarily focused on ISC/GeoUnions, IYBSSD and IDSSD, and Geonight 2024.
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The second IGU EC meeting took place at Nanjing University, China on Wednesday 10™
and Thursday 11" April 2024. The meeting was co-hosted by the School of Geography and
Ocean Sciences, and the Geographical Society of China. The meeting, chaired by IGU
President Michael Meadows (MM), was attended by a full house EC members, which covered
various aspects of the organization's activities such the IGU budget 2024, EC member annual
reports for 2023, and the EC meeting schedule 2024. Several operational agenda items were
discussed, including the IGU EC elections, the General Assembly 2024 agenda and schedule,
Geography Olympiad, Commission and Task Force continuation, IGU ethics guidelines, IGU
website bandwidth, as well as updated information on future events. In terms of cooperation
and outreach, reports covered several international initiatives, such as the International
Science Council (ISC) Statutes and Rules of Procedure, ISC General Assembly 2025, ISC
nominations and elections committee, nomination for the Stein Rokkan Prize, GeoUnions, the
IDSSD Webinar, Earth-Humanity Coalition, ISC Regional Focal Point for Asia and the Pacific,
Committee for Gender Equality in Science, ISC-DRR Committee, UN-GGIM session
Geospatial Societies, CODATA-IDPC data policy and other events such as CIPSH, FIG,
GeoNight 2024, AIGF, International GORILLA Conference, Kampala 2024, AAG, EGAL and
Vautrin Lud prize. The meeting agenda was followed by a two days field excursion in Nanjing
and Shanghai, along with an interactive session with host geographers convened in Nanjing
University, Nanjing Normal University, and East China Normal University, Shanghai. The EC
expressed its warm appreciation to the Nanjing University School of Geography and Ocean
Science, the Geographical Society of China, and East China Normal University for financial
and logistical support. Meadows thanked in particular Professor Lu Huayu, Dean of the School
of Geography and Ocean Science and his team of administrative staff and students for the
excellent meeting arrangements and hospitality and, especially, in providing the opportunity
to interact with the NJU community of geographers.
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The third IGU EC meeting on 29" May 2024 was held online. President Michael Meadows
chaired the meeting with a targeted agenda to discuss two new IGU Commission proposals
and a draft IGU Statement on Academic Freedom and Ethics. A proposal to establish the
Young and Early Career Geographers Task Force as an IGU Commission was also
discussed.

The fourth IGU EC meeting was held on Friday, 23 August 2024, at University College
Dublin, Ireland, immediately ahead of the International Geographical Congress (IGC) Dublin.
The meeting was chaired by IGU President Michael Meadows, who welcomed all other EC
members. Among the major items tabled, were discussion of the IGU financial report 2024,
and EC finance sub-committee report with the proposal to increase IGU member country fees.
The agenda and schedule for the General Assembly (GA) agenda was closely scrutinized.
Among other matter raised was the issue of inactive IGU commissions, ethics guidelines, IGU
Honors and Awards, website and social media. The meeting also reported on other events,
such as ‘GORILLA’ conference scheduled in December 2024, Jena Declaration, Voices from
Global South, Geodiversity Day 2024 and the BNU Summer School on Geography and
Sustainability.

A brief post Dublin IGC EC meeting was held on August 29th, 2024 at Dublin City University.
Newly elected IGU President Nathalie Lemarchand (NL) presided over her first EC meeting
and welcomed all, especially the newly elected Executive Committee (EC) members, IGU
Vice Presidents Anindita Datta from India, Bernardo Mangano Fernandes from Brazil and
Marek Wieckowski (in absentia) from Poland. The EC bids farewell to outgoing IGU Past
President Yukio Himiyama, former Vice-Presidents Céline Rozenblat and Yazidhi Bamutaze.
NL and MM presented an engraved Irish crystal Globe with the inscription IGU 2010 to 2024
to YH as a mark of appreciation for his long-standing dedication to the IGU in various



capacities, including as Vice-President, President and Past President. NL thanked Céline
Rozenblat for her contribution in reinvigorating IGU communications, the eNewsletter, IGU
social media and for her work on UN-GGIM, and in promotion of GeoAl. She then
acknowledged the excellent contributions of Yazidhi Bamutaze towards expanding the IGU
footprint in Africa. Other matters included the renaming of the IGU Commission on the
Geography of Future Earth to Geography and Sustainability (GeoSus), and a proposal for
reinvigorating the IGU Commissions on Geomorphology and Society, and Islands.
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The sixth and the final IGU EC meeting of the year 2024 took place on 22" and 23™
November 2024 in hybrid at Department of Geography, University of the Balearic Islands
(UIB) and at the Observatory of Natural Hazards and Emergencies of the Balearic Islands -
RiscBal, Palma de Mallorca, Spain. President Nathalie Lemarchand (NL) chaired the meeting
and welcomed EC members. who, in commenting on the latest interim financial report,
highlighted the need to ensure that EC costs be kept to a minimum to ensure financial
sustainability of IGU. EC member lliaison responsibilities for Commissions and member
countries were finalized for the period 2024 to 2026. Other operational included discussion
on the status of suspended IGU commissions and Commission name changes as well as
ethics guidelines, website, social media, e-Newsletter and email distribution, bulletin, journal
projects, and future IGU events. NL tabled her proposals for the new IGU strategy.
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2. Highlights of IGU General Assembly 2024
The IGU 2024 in-person General Assembly (GA) meetings were held in the Helix Theatre of

Dublin City University (DCU), on Sunday 25th, Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th August 2024
General Assembly, chaired by IGU President Michael Meadows, who welcomed congress
delegates, IGU National Committee representatives, IGU Commission & Task Force
representatives, observers, and guests to the assembly. The GA agenda covered a wide
range of topics, including welcoming addresses, roll call, adoption of the agenda, appointment
of tellers and a finance committee, and approval of previous meeting minutes. IGU Secretary
General Barbaros Gonencgil, Vice-President and Treasurer Holly Barcus, and Assistant
Secretary-General Pankaj Kumar acted in supporting capacity to ensure smooth running of
the GA business. General Assembly businesses transacted in the meetings included approval
of IGU Commissions for the period 2024-28, including Chairpersons, and Steering
Committees. The election of IGU executive committee members (President and Vice-
Presidents) was held, and the location of the 37th International Geographical Congress (IGC)
in 2032 was approved (Madrid and Santiago de Compostela, Spain). Meadows announced
the IGU honors and awards, and the location of major forthcoming IGU meetings. The Finance
Committee, selected by the General Assembly, having scrutinized the IGU accounts for the
period 2022-24 recommended that the financial report by accepted, endorsed unanimously.
President Meadows thanked in particular the members of the Executive Committee and all
the geographers he had the privilege of interacting with over the past four years. He
commented on what enriching experience it had to lead such a prestigious organization. At
the end Professor Joe Smith, Director of the Royal Geographical Society (RGS) requested
the General Assembly to recognize the huge contribution Meadows has made to the IGU,
reflecting on the particular challenges and achievements associated with the period that he
was in office as IGU President. The assembly delivered a lengthy standing ovation in
recognition of his efforts over the last four years.
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3. Cooperation with other organizations & Outreach

The IGU EC remains committed to increasing its cooperation and outreach activities and
members have represented IGU in a range of international and national conferences and
seminars during 2023, including those held under the auspices of the International Science
Council (ISC) (not least at the mid-term members meeting in Paris), the ISC Global
Knowledge Dialogue, the Standing Committee on Gender Equality in Science (CGES), ISC
GeoUnions, International Year of Basic Sciences for Sustainable Development (I'YBSSD),
International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development (IDSSD), United Nations
Group of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM) Geospatial
Societies, United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN), Committee
on Data for Science and Technology (CODATA), American Association of Geographers
(AAG), Association for Trans-Eurasia Exchange and Silk-Road Civilization Development,
(ATES), Geography and Sustainability (GEOSUS), Geospatial Sciences Committee (GGSC);
ISC Standing Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction (ISC_DRR), Royal Geographical
Society (RGS), Conference of Geographers of Latin America (EGAL), EUGEO; ANPEGE,
FLACSO, Festival International de Géographie (FIG), GeoNight, and the Association
Internationale de Geéographie Francophone and UNGGKIC. Several EC members play
important roles in maintaining strong links between IGU and the International Council for
Philosophy and Human Sciences (CIPSH) BRIDGES and between CIPSH and UNESCO.



4. Communication
The IGU website (https://igu-online.org/) plays an important role in communication and

outreach. The IGU e-Newsletter, which is published and distributed four times annually and are
available for download ( https://igu-online.org/igu-e-newsletters/). IGU continues to maintain
its social media presence on

LinkedIn (https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-geographical-union/)

Bluesky (@iqu-uqi.bsky.social )

Instagram (https.//www.instagram.com/iqu_online/),

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/IGUOnline) and

Twitter (now ‘X) (https.//twitter.com/IGU_Online)

The IGU social media team take care of active engagement across all the relevant platforms.

5. Forthcoming Events

IGU Thematic Conferences:

e 2025: IGU Thematic Conference, Cairo, Egypt April 12-19, 2025, hosted by the
Egyptian Geographical Society. https://iguegypt2025.org/

e 2025: Diverse Geographies of Peace, territorial conflicts and War in the
Contemporary World”, October 2025, Santa Marta, Colombia

IGU Regional Conference:

® 2026: The IGU Regional Conference, Istanbul, Turkey, between 17 - 21 August
2026. https://www.irc2026.org/

IGU Congress:

e 2028: 36th International Geographical Congress (IGC), 09-14 July 2028
Melbourne, Australia, https://igc2028melbourne.org/

6. Financials
IGU Financial summary for 2024

The majority of IGU financials are held at Macalester College, USA with a small balance
maintained by former President Michael Meadows in the Cape Town accounts. The South
Africa accounts remain operational and a proportion of IGU business is still transacted in
these accounts. The two accounts are presented separately, with an operating balance for
2024 indicating a net income of just over US-$6,300.00. The Solidarity Fund, currently held
in Japan, maintains a stable balance.

An explanation of 2024 expenses. Regular expenses for the IGU, although increasing as
indicated in the 2023 Treasury Report, remained similar to previous years. However, several
additional expenses were approved by the Executive Committee to support essential
programs within the IGU and are responsible for the net negative year-to-year account
balance in 2024. First, in 2022, owing to a larger than usual 2021 net income of
US$76,564.37, and acknowledging the increasing financial barriers to Congress participation
for early career colleagues and colleagues from lower income countries, the Executive
Committee voted in the Fall 2022 Executive Committee meeting to provide a one-time
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additional supplement to support travel and participation for the 2024 Dublin Congress. As
such, US$30,000 from the 2024 budget was allocated to support the Bursary Program,
administered by the Dublin LOC in 2024. The regular US$30,000.00 Travel Grant Program,
administered by the Executive Committee, was also maintained for the Dublin Congress and
US$27,500.00 was distributed, making the combined total of Travel Grants come to
US$57,500.00. Second, to support an upgrade of the iGEO registration system, the Executive
Committee approved a supplementary grant of approximately US$2,500.00 to the Geography
Olympiad Task Force to support a successful 2024 Olympiad.

Future funding. During the 2024 IGU General Assembly meeting in Dublin, the General
Assembly approved an increase in annual membership subscriptions of US$50.00 to the base
rate. This increased level of revenue will help sustain basic operational activities, including
adequate support of the Commissions, Congresses, and Thematic and Regional
Conferences. This increase will be reflected in the 2025 subscription rates.

Despite these exceptional and justified one-time expenses, and the broader expenses
associated with the Dublin Congress, the IGU currently retains a healthy positive balance and
is considered financially sound.

Solidarity
Macalester South Africa Fund
(USD) (Rand) (USD)
271,362.01 59,911.75 | 109,439.16
Opening Balance

EXPENSES
Commission & TF Stipends / Thematic
Conferences 51,220.00 0.00 0.00
Dues to Other Orgs 7,456.69 0.00 0.00
EC Expenses 32,921.44 27,486.89 0.00
Bank & Wire Fees 12.46 777.11 0.00
Social Media / Printing / Internet 3,658.00 4,811.32 0.00
Shipping*** 1,732.48 0.00 0.00
Travel Grants 57,500.00 0.00 0.00
Other Outreach* 912.00 12,510.73 0.00
Transfer to Solidarity Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00
Transfer to South Africa Accounts 0.00 0.00 0.00
Olympiad 2,546.00 0.00 0.00
EXPENSES 157,959.07 45,586.05 0.00
REVENUE** 153,940.62 583.82 91.28
CLOSING BALANCE (FY24) 267,343.55 14,909.52 | 109,530.44
Net Revenue / Expenditure -4,018.46 -45,002.23 91.28
*Includes awards
**Includes interest earned for SA &
Solidarity
***Transfer of IGU materials from SA to
archives in Germany
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