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1. Highlights of the IGU Executive Committee (EC) meetings of 2025 

Year 2025 witnessed two business meetings of IGU Executive Committee. The first meeting 

coincided with IGU Thematic Conference, Cairo, Egypt on 10th and 11th April 2025 at Trumph 

Plaza Hotel. The second IGU Executive Committee Meeting took place on Thursday 11th, 

Friday 12th and Saturday 13th September, 2025 at Faculty of Earth Sciences and Spatial 

Management, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University, Lublin, Poland. Apologies were received 

from Vice President Maria Paradiso (MP) and Past-President Michael Meadows (MM), who 

attended the first and last session online. Engagement of EC with local geographers were 

ascertain scheduling seminar/interactive sessions in the host institution. These strategic 

gatherings played a crucial role in addressing pertinent matters of IGU business and 

governance. 

The First full house IGU EC meeting of the year 2025 took place on 10th and 11th April 

2025 at Trumph Plaza Hotel, Cairo, Egypt. The Executive Committee (EC) meeting was 

chaired by IGU President Nathalie Lemarchand who welcomed all EC members. The meeting 

covered various organizational and operational matters. Discussions included strategies to 

convert observer countries to full members and potential changes to the IGU possibility 

transferring the IGU accounts to France. Key deliberations included formalizing the 

appointment of 'task officers' to support EC members, developing surveys for commissions 

and national committees, and addressing challenges in academic publishing and open 

science through a new working group. The IGU plans to form a task force on AI and a working 
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group on open science and commercial publishing. It was agreed to consult IGU Commissions 

regarding incorporating ‘Culture’ into the Sustainable Development Goals. Efforts to increase 

the visibility and participation of scholars of Global South were highlighted while proposing 

publication workshops, mentorship programs, and innovative membership schemes. The IGU 

Commission Excellence Award recipient was announced, and progress on the IGU 

Handbook, visibility of geographers on Wikipedia reviewed. Updates were provided on 

upcoming IGU conferences and congresses, including joint and thematic conferences in Cairo 

and Santa Marta, Colombia in 2025, the iGeo in Bangkok (2025), the Regional Conference in 

Istanbul (2026), and the International Geographical Congress in Melbourne (2028). The 

proposal of NC of Serbia was accepted to host the 2030 Regional Conference. Engagement 

with the International Science Council (ISC) and its initiatives on gender equality were noted, 

along with updates on GeoNight 2025 and the UN-GGIM. The EC also affirmed the stance of 

IGU on supporting geographers in conflict-affected regions and fostering international 

collaboration. Name changes for two Commissions were approved. The meeting concluded 

with thanks to the local host and a reaffirmation of IGU’s commitment to strengthening global 

geographical collaboration. 

 

 

 

The second IGU Executive Committee (EC) meeting of the International Geographical 

Union (IGU) met in Lublin, Poland, from 11–13 September 2025. IGU President Nathalie 

Lemarchand chaired meeting. The agenda and previous minutes were approved, and key 

organizational matters were addressed. The EC confirmed its 2026 meeting schedule, 

including sessions in Naples (March/April), Istanbul (August, prior to the Regional 

Conference), and Pokhara, Nepal (November). The EC unanimously agreed to establish a 

permanent IGU head office and bank account in France, subject to statutory review, to comply 

with IGU statutes. 
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On governance and operations, the EC approved the timeline for the 2026 elections 

(Secretary-General and four Vice Presidents), with nominations opening in January and e-

voting concluding by 1 June 2026. A statement entitled “Geography, Human Rights and 

Palestine” will be issued, alongside a Q&A document, reflecting IGU’s academic mission and 

values (Statement can be found at https://igu-online.org/igu-statement-on-geography-human-

rights-and-palestine/). EC also released IGU Statement on Academic Freedom and Ethics. 

The EC also endorsed the establishment of a GeoAI Task Force and agreed to revisit 

proposals concerning an Advisory Board and Task Officers at the next meeting. A global 

survey of National Committees will be launched in October 2025 to establish an overview of 

geography and geographers around the world. 

Membership expansion and partnerships were key priorities. Progress was reported in Chile, 

Senegal, Cameroon, Nepal, Mongolia, and Argentina. The EC approved several Memoranda 

of Understanding, including with the American Association of Geographers (AAG) and the 

Instituto Panamericano de Geografía e Historia (IPGH), and agreed in principle to sign an 

MoU with the Association Internationale de Géographie Francophone (AIGF). Discussions 

also covered support for underrepresented regions, mentorship initiatives for early-career 

researchers, and increasing publication visibility for Global South scholars. 

Reports were received on IGU publications, awards, communications, and conferences. 

Preparations are advancing for the 2026 Regional Conference in Istanbul and the 2028 

International Geographical Congress in Melbourne. Successful events in 2025 included the 

Cairo Thematic Conference and the International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) in Bangkok. 

The EC reaffirmed its engagement with the International Science Council (ISC), UN-GGIM, 

and other partners, and highlighted ongoing efforts in gender equity, digital engagement, and 

outreach. The meeting concluded with thanks to the local host and a reaffirmation of IGU’s 

commitment to strengthening global geographical collaboration. 

 

https://igu-online.org/igu-statement-on-geography-human-rights-and-palestine/
https://igu-online.org/igu-statement-on-geography-human-rights-and-palestine/
https://igu-online.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/IGU-Ethical-Guidelines.pdf
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2. IGU EC meeting with National Committees and IGU Commissions 

Meetings with National Committees 

4th November, 2025 at 8.00 am (Paris Time)  

First meeting of the IGU Executive Committee covered various administrative matters, 

including elections, annual fee payments, and upcoming regional conferences, with updates 

on both the Istanbul International Regional Conference and a thematic conference in India. 

The committee discussed several ongoing initiatives including a survey on the state of 

geography worldwide, the Geo Night event aimed at promoting geography through media 

involvement, and various thematic conferences planned across different regions. The meeting  

ended with discussions about geopolitical conflicts, particularly regarding Palestine, and 

highlighted successful collaborations between the International Cartographic Association and 

the International Geographical Union. 
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4th November, 2025 at 6.00 pm (Paris Time)  

The second meeting began with introductions and technical adjustments, followed by 

discussions about the upcoming IGU Executive Committee elections in 2026 and the 

importance of paying annual fees. Updates were provided on various initiatives including 

website improvements, social media presence, and funding support for student travel, along 

with details about an upcoming conference in Istanbul. The meeting ended with discussions 

about future scientific meetings and a new survey to better understand national committees 

and the broader geographical community, including plans for addressing international 

organization matters and potential new memberships. 

 

 

Meetings with IGU Commission Chairs 

7th November, 2025 at 8.00am (Paris Time)  

First meeting of the IGU Executive Committee focused on two main initiatives: establishing a 

GeoAI Task Force and improving accessibility at IGU events, with discussions on ethical 

concerns and adding accessibility requirements to the IGU handbook. The meeting primarily 

covered details about the upcoming IGU Regional Conference in Istanbul, including abstract 

submissions, program planning, and logistics, with participants raising questions about 

various conference aspects. The session concluded with updates on IGU social media 

platforms, awards nominations, and the importance of submitting annual commission reports 

for funding eligibility. 

 

7th November, 2025 at 6.00pm (Paris Time)  

Second meeting of the IGU Executive Committee covered several key topics including the 

recognition of outstanding commissions, financial reporting and fund allocation for 

commissions, and discussions on disabilities in geography and artificial intelligence initiatives. 

The committee addressed challenges related to conference participation and inclusivity, 
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exploring ways to support researchers from the Global South and discussing the importance 

of maintaining both face-to-face and virtual meetings. The meeting ended with discussions 

on improving communication among commissions through various platforms and updates on 

upcoming IGU events, including the Istanbul International Regional Conference and the IGU 

excellence Award commission. 

 

Photo: Online meeting with commission chairs 

 

3. Cooperation with other organizations & Outreach  

The IGU EC remains committed to increasing its cooperation and outreach activities and 

members have represented IGU in a range of international and national conferences and 

seminars during 2025, including those held under the auspices of the International Science 

Council (ISC), the ISC Global Knowledge Dialogue, the Standing Committee on Gender 

Equality in Science (SCGES), ISC GeoUnions, International Year of Basic Sciences for 

Sustainable Development (IYBSSD), International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable 

Development (IDSSD), United Nations Group of Experts on Global Geospatial Information 

Management (UN-GGIM) Geospatial Societies, United Nations Group of Experts on 

Geographical Names (UNGEGN), Committee on Data for Science and Technology 

(CODATA), American Association of Geographers (AAG), Association for Trans-Eurasia 

Exchange and Silk-Road Civilization Development, (ATES), Geography and Sustainability 

(GEOSUS), Geospatial Sciences Committee (GGSC); ISC Standing Committee on Disaster 

Risk Reduction (ISC_DRR), Royal Geographical Society (RGS), Conference of Geographers 

of Latin America (EGAL), EUGEO; ANPEGE, FLACSO, Festival International de Géographie 

(FIG), GeoNight, and the Association Internationale de Géographie Francophone and UN-

GGKIC. Several EC members play important roles in maintaining strong links between IGU, 

AAG, the International Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences (CIPSH), BRIDGES, and 

between CIPSH and UNESCO. 
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Photo: Glimpses of IGU EC outreach 

IGU First Vice President Rubén C. Lois González, Vice President Bernardo Mançano 

Fernandes and Marek Więckowski attended IGU Thematic Conference in Santa Marta, 

Colombia, from October 27 to November 1, 2025. The President of the UGI Nathalie 

Lemarchand, Past President Michael Meadows, Vice President Bojie Fu and Holly Barcus 

participated in The International Workshop on Geography and Sustainability 2025, held at 

Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an, China, in October 2025. IGU Immediate Past President 

attended the World Science and Technology Development Forum 2025 in Beijing, China; 23rd 

International Exchange of Professionals, Shanghai; CIPSH International academy in Paris on 

Chinese Cultures and Global Humanities in October 2025. IGU Vice President Anindita Datta 

attended MAUSI Net (Menopause Artivism in UK Sweden and India) in UK in October 2025 

and 6th Asian Conference on Geography, New Delhi in November 2025. IGU Vice President 

Philip McManus attended IGU Commission on Dynamic Economic Spaces conference in 

Poznan, Poland during September 16-18, 2025. IGU Assistant Secretary General attended 

ISOSC 2025, in Suzhou, China; the International Mountain Conference in Innsbruck, Vienna 

in September 2025; International Data Week 2025 and ISC-CODATA General Assembly in 

Brisbane, Australia in October 2025 and 6th Asian Conference on Geography, New Delhi in 

November 2025. 
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4. Communication 

The IGU website (https://igu-online.org/) plays an important role in communication and 

outreach. IGU e-Newsletter, which is published and distributed every year, is available for 

download ( https://igu-online.org/igu-e-newsletters/).  

IGU continues to maintain its presence on various social media platforms and channels such 

as LinkedIn (https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-geographical-union/) 

Bluesky (@igu-ugi.bsky.social ) 

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/igu_online/), 

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/IGUOnline) and 

The IGU social media team take care of active engagement across all the relevant platforms.   

 

5. Forthcoming Events 

 

IGU Thematic Conferences:  

• 2026: IGU Thematic Conference titled “Urbanizing World and Emerging 

Challenges has been scheduled to take place in the Aligarh Muslim University 

from 3rd to 5th November 2026, Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh, India. 

• 2027: Conference of the International Geographical Union (IGU) on Artificial 

Intelligence and Geography, will be held at Sorbonne University in Paris, 

France, from July 5 to 8, 2027.  

 

IGU Regional Conference:  

• 2026: The IGU Regional Conference 2026, Istanbul, Turkey, between 17-21 

August 2026. https://www.irc2026.org/  

• 2030: The IGU Regional Conference 2030 will take place in Belgrade, Serbia. 

 

IGU Congress:  

• 2028: 36th International Geographical Congress (IGC), 09-14 July 2028 

Melbourne, Australia, https://igc2028melbourne.org/  

https://igu-online.org/
https://igu-online.org/igu-e-newsletters/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-geographical-union/
mailto:@igu-ugi.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/igu_online/
https://www.facebook.com/IGUOnline
https://www.irc2026.org/
https://igc2028melbourne.org/
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• 2032: 37th International Geographical Congress (IGC) will take place in the 

University of Santiago de Compostela, Santiago de Compostela, Spain.  

 

6. Financials 

TREASURY REPORT 2025 
 
The majority of IGU financials are held at Macalester College, USA with a very small balance 
maintained by former President Michael Meadows in the Cape Town accounts. The South 
Africa accounts remain operational. The two accounts are presented separately, with an 
operating balance for 2025 indicating a net financial flow of almost USD 40 000.  The 
Solidarity Fund, currently held in Japan, maintains a stable balance.  
 
An explanation of 2025 payments. Regular payments for the IGU remained relatively similar 
to previous years.  During the 2024 IGU General Assembly meeting in Dublin, the General 
Assembly approved an increase in annual membership subscriptions of US$50.00 to the base 
rate. This increased level of revenue will help sustain basic operational activities, including 
adequate support of the Commissions, Congresses, and Thematic and Regional 
Conferences. This increase was reflected in the 2025 subscription rates. 
 
The money received in 2025 was in some cases due to the hard work of individuals and 
organizations to secure funds in an unsupportive and volatile environment.  Unfortunately, 
this uncertain outlook extends into 2026 and likely beyond.   
 
Despite these challenges, the IGU currently retains a healthy positive bank balance with 
$39,863.30 added in the year to 31 December, 2025 for the Macalester account.  This 
increase in financial reserves was achieved mainly due to the receipt of national membership 
and no major costs associated with travel grants.  
 
From an accrual accounting perspective, an additional $5705 in revenue in national 
membership fees was earned in 2025 but was not received until early 2026.  Similarly, for 
expenses $1500 of late payment to an IGU Commission is attributable to the 2025 IGU 
Commission stipends.  These figures are not included in the 2025 figures on the following 
page but increased our bank balance in early 2026.   
 
A healthy bank balance is necessary to support a regional conference in Istanbul in 2026 and 
then the Melbourne 2028 IGC.  The IGU is considered financially sound.  
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Table 1. 2025 IGU Accounts, Expenses and Revenue  
 

 
Macalester 
(USD) 

South Africa 
(Rand) 

Solidarity Fund 
(USD) 

Opening Balance 267,343.55 14,909.52 109. 530.44 

    

PAYMENTS    

Commission & TF Stipends/                                       51,926.00 0.00 0.00 
Thematic Conferences 
Dues to Other Org 9,499.82 0.00 0.00 

EC Expenses 21,006.66 0.00 0.00 

Bank & Wire Fees 3.23 0.00 0.00 

Social Media / Printing / Internet 1,439.36 0.00 0.00 

Shipping 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Travel Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Other Outreach 421.13 0.00 0.00 

Transfer to Solidarity Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Transfer to South Africa Accounts 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Olympiad* 7,730.87 0.00 0.00 

    

TOTAL PAYMENTS 92,027.07 0.00 0.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 131, 895.37 0.00 92.52 

    

CLOSING BALANCE (FY25) 307, 211.85 14, 909.52 109, 622.96 

Net RECEIPTS/PAYMENTS 39,863.30 0.00 92.52 

    

    
* We received $7730.87 from the IGC 
Dublin and transferred it to IGEO to 
enable refunds for competitors unable to 
participate in the Olympiad in Maynooth.  
This transfer effectively inflated our 
annual Receipts by $7730.87.    

 

 
 

  

  

 


